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Jail’s failure to meet standards has officials looking at their options

has no facilities designed for women
inmates, all Howard County female
inmates are housed in nearby county
jails.

Kilgore said the expense of that
process, about $40 per day per inmate, is
an increasing one for the county.

Currently, the jail operates under a
waiver, because standards have changed
and the facility does not necessarily
meet all the present requirements.

“We know they will come and inspect
us next year, and we just want to have
some ideas in mind about how we want
to look at this situation,” Kilgore said. Also, if the inmate must be transport-

Commissioner Bill Crooker said the ed, Howard County deputies are
required to make the transfer, thereby
causing additional expenses in salary
and overtime, he said.

“There are a number of expenses
incurred because of this situation,” he
said.

said Commissioner Jerry Kilgore.

Kilgore said the Howard County jail,
located on the fourth floor of the
Courthouse, was created in 1952 when
the building was constructed.

And Jennings said he has recently
received correspondence that indicates
Howard County jail will have to comply
with the American With Disabilities
Act, trip, which will take place Monday, is to
. “I have received a letter that states in gather ideas, and commissioners are
the future we will be required to comply considering all options from building a
with the ADA. We are drawing up con- new facility to remodeling or renovating
tingency plans for this, because there is an existing location.
just no way you can fit-a 34-inch wheel- “Right now we're just beginning to
chair through a 28-inch door,” Jennings look at our options,” Crooker said.
said. Currently, because Howard County
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Full slate of offices up
for election in March;
candidates getting ready

By BILL McCLELLAN
News Editor

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Staff Writer

WEATHER
Tonight:

Howard County com-
missioners, along with
Sheriff Bill Jennings, [§
will travel to Brown- |
field next week to tour
a remodeled jail facili-
ty, to obtain ideas about
- possibilities for Howard

County.
PARTLY CLOUDY

“By law, the county is
the only entity that
TONIGHT WEDNESDAY
43°47° 73°-76°

must have a jail, and " JENNINGS
we are required by law to have those
Blood drive set
for Wednesday

facilities, which must meet a standard,”
[ ]
in Coahoma

Coahoma Lion’s Club is
sponsoring a blood drive
Wednesday from 4-8 p.m. at
the Coahoma Community
Center.

United Blood Services from
San Angelo will be handling
the drive, and they recom-
mend donors make an
appointment. To do so, call
394-4277. Walk-in donors are
also welcome.

See JAIL, Page 2
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Candidate filing ends Jan. 3.
The, primary is March 14.

Other local offices up for elec-
tion include the district judge's
seat, currently held by Bob
Moore, and the district attor-
ney's seat, held by Hardy
Wilkerson. Others @re tax asses-
sor-collector, held by Kathy
Sales; county attorney, held by
Mike Thomas; and the unex-
pired term of counfy treasurer,
currently held by Teresa
Thomas.

Two commissioner's seats are
up: Precinct 1, occupied by
Emma Brown, and Precinct 3,
held by William Crooker. Also
up for election is the Justice of
the Peace seat held by Bennie

Out of the shadow of one elec-
tion into another one. That's the
case across the nation as poten-
tial candidates
began to plot
and prune for
the March 2000
party pri-
maries.

Nothing less
is expected in
Howard
County, where [*
at least nine
offices will be
up for election.
Toss in assorted U.S. and state

WHAT’S UP...

TODAY

Q Quarterback Club, 7
p.m., Big Spring High
School Athletic Training
Center.

Q VFW Post No. 2013,
VFW Hall, 7 p.m.

Q Big Spring Chapter No.
67, Order of the Eastern
Star, 7:30 p.m., Masonic
Lodge, 219 Main.

WRIGHT
HERALD photo/Debble L. Jensen

Katie Junkin and Royce Perez write the names of people in their families who served in the armed

'EDRESDAY
Q st-Club, 7a.m.,
Ho €ollege Cactus

Room.

Q Senior Circle mall walk-
ers meet 9:15 a.m. in front of
movie theater box office.

Q Big Spring Downtown
Lions Club, noon, Howard
College Cactus Room.

Q Line dancing, 1 p.m.,
Senior Citizens Center,
Industrial Park.

Q Eagles Lodge Ladies
Auxiliary, 7 p.m., Eagles
Lodge, 704 W. Third.

THURSDAY

Q Gideon's International
Big Spring Camp No. 4206, 7
a.m.,

Q Big Spring Senior
Citizens Center art classes
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. for 55 and
older.

Q Kiwanis Club, noon,
Howard College Cactus
Room.

Q Christmas in April,
noon, Lion's Club, 1607 E.
Third.

Q Friends of the Library,
noon, Howard College
Library.

Q American Legion
Auxiliary, 7 p.m.

Q Masonic Lodge No. 598,
7:30 p.m., 219 Main.

Q Big Spring Newcomers
Chub contact Pat Mireles for
time and location.

FRIDAY

Q Signal Mountain
Quilting Guild, 9a.m. to 5
p.m., St:. Mary's Episcopal
Church. Bring a lunch.

Q AMBUCS, noon,

See WHAT'S UP, Page 2
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forces on a banner at Moss Elementary this moming. The banner, which will include the names of
hundreds of veterans, will be displayed Thursday during Veterans Day ceremoniés at the sehool. A
choir program and visit by Rep. David Counts is slated to begin at 8:46 a.m.

State regs for on-site sewage facilities
get approval by county commissioners

.By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Staff Writer

Howard County Commissi
oners on Monday approved
state regukations regarding on-
site sewage
facilities for
county resi-
dents, agreed
to seek bids for
the district
courthouse
renovations
and set the
county  holi-’
days for 2000.

“We do, this
SO county resi-

LOCKHART

dents can receive their septic

tank permits from us at a sub-
stantially reduced rate from the
site inspection by TNRCC,” said
County Judge Ben Lockhart.
Texas Natural Resources
Conservation Commission will
inspect a site for a septic system
and charge up to $400 for the
first visit, Lockhart said. The

second site visit, once the sys-
tem is installed, costs another
$400.

“We do not charge that much.
They may be able to get all the
permits and things for around
$200,” Lockhart said.

At least eight county residents
attended the meeting to hear
the - short presentation by
Geotge Franklin concerning the
proposed regulations set by the
TNRCC.

Permits are not required for
landowners of 10 acres of more,
but Lockhart said in the event
of sale of the property and other
considerations, having a permit
is always prudent.

Commissioners also agreed to
finance $1,500 worth of mainte-
nance repairs on emergency
sirens. These sirens are placed
throughout the county and are
used in the evént of tornadoes
or other disasters, Lockhart
said.

Phil Furqueron suggested
commissioners prepare to solic-
it bids for the former Howard

County library building after
the Christmas and New Year's
holidays.

“I suggest we release the pro-
ject after the first of the year
because that is a good time to
receive bids for projects. The
holidays are over and contrac-
tors are looking for work,”
Furqueron said.

The remodeling/renovation
project, which is ideally con-
verting the former library into
a district courthouse complete
with a courtroom and office
spaces for the district judge and
attorneys, as well as other dis-
trict officials, is expected to cost
about $500,000.

“We have the funds set aside
for this project in place and we
are beginning to get under
way,” said Commissioner Bill
Crooker.

Furqueron has been in charge
of creating the plans for the
remodeling of the building. He
said the project should be

See COUNTY, Page 2

Library to get sump pump replacement

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Staff Writer

Howard County commission-
ers Monday agreed with archi-
tect Phil Ferqueron's recom-
mendation to pgmr—
replace the
sump pump in
the Howard
County library
at a cost of
$10,584.

“My propos-
al is to rework E
the sump pit
and two new
pumps, which
is a redundan-
cy measure in case one fails,
with a new lid, new float and
new starter,” said Furqueron.

The sump pit, which is locat-
ed in a mechanical room to the
north of the renovated library
basement, was nof replaced
when the nearly $300,000 reno-
vations were done because it
was hoped the equipment would
operate properly.

CROOKER

However, Furqueron said the
pumps work chronically now
and are not adequately perform-
ing the job of sewage disposal
for the library.

The sump pit works by pump-
ing refuse up to the city sewer
lines, which are located above
the below-ground level of the
basement.

“This was a calculated risk
we took when we renovated the
library and it is not working
out. We need to take a conserv-
ative route and replace those
and make sure -they work,”
Furqueron said.

Hester's Mechanical Co. will
perform the work, which will
include cleaning the sump pit,
and then checking to make sure
it is in good shape, he said. The
pit and the pumps were
installed at least 30 years ago,
and he hopes to find the. pit in
good repair.

“We're going to check and
make sure there are no frac-

tures and no opportunities for .

leaking,” Furgueron said.

He also said the pump lines
would be installed so that mate-
rial will flow away from' the
pumps through a flow redirec-
tion change of the current
method.

“And the line above the
pumps is totally plugged up,” he
said.

Furqueron said city building
official Kenny Davis had deter-
mined through the use of tests
and equipment, that the odor
which has plagued the library
basement and stairwell since it
was remodeled is definitely
coming from the sump pit area.

“He pinpointed that as the
location,” Furqueron. ’

Daily operations of the library
will not be interrupted while
the work is progressing,
Furqueron said.

And all materials come with a
one-year warranty, and two
other estimates received for the
same work indicate the cost is
competitive, he'said.

Set LIBRARY, Page 2

legislators, various judges and
boards of education and, of
course, our nation's presidency,
and there are sure to be some
interesting races.

The first day to officially file
for office isn't until Dec. 3, but
candidates can name a cam-
paign treasurer at any time.

Two local candidates have
already done so.

“Javier V. Becerra has indi-
cated he will run for sheriff and
Mark E. Winn will run for con-
stable, Precinct 4,” said Howard
County Clerk Donna Wright.

The Precinct 4 cohstanble is
located in the Vincent area. No
one currently holds that office.
The current sheriff, Bill
Jennings, said Friday afternoon
he has never given notice of
closing out his campaign trea-
surer.

“In all probability, I will seek
re-election. I will annouce that
on Dec. 3,” Jennings said.

Green.

All constables are on the bal-
lot as well, but may or may not
draw a candidate. It costs $300
to file for the post, which has no

salary.
Of particular

be a

rently held by

Stenholm.

A U.S. Senator's seat — this
one held by Kay Bailey
Hutchison — will also be up for

election in March.

Anyone who has not regis-
tered to vote in the primary, or
who has moved and needs to
renew their voter's registration
information, has until Feb. 14,

2000, to do so.

interest . to
Howard County residents will
be the District 70 Texas House
of Representatives race. That
seat is currently held by David
Counts. Equally of interest will
race for U.S.
Representative for the 17th
District, where the seat is cur-
Charlie

-
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Buliding Systems of Midiand, work on the roof of the multi-pur-
pose buliding under construction at SouthWest Collegiate
Institute for the Deaf this morming. Once the roof Is complete,
the brickiayers will start to work, job supervisors sald today.
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Continued from Page 1

State requirements are lean-
ing toward a one-level inmate
facility, and gre requesting
more and more separate
entrances and exits for inmates,

County Judge Ben Lockhart
said.

COUNTY

Continued from Page 1

opened for bidding the first or
second week in January.

Commissioners also approved
12 holidays for county employ-
ees for 2000. These are Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 17;
President's Day, Feb. 21; Good
Friday, April 21; Memorlal Day,
May 29; Independence Day, July
4; Labor Day, Sept. 4; Columbus
Day, Oct. 9; Veterans Day, Nov.
10; Thanksgiving, Nov. 23-24;
Christmas Eve, Dec. 22; and
Christmas, Dec. 25.

Commissioners also can-
vassed votes from the special
Nov. 2 election.

LIBRARY

Continued from Page 1

Commissioner Bill Crooker
made the motion to accept the
offer from Hester Supply for
$9,384 in materials and $1,200 in
labor. All commissioners
approved. Emma Brown was
absent from the meeting.

WHAT'S UP___

Continued from Page 1

Brandin' Iron Restaurant.

Q Spring City Senior Citizens
country/western dance, 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. All seniors invited.

SATURDAY

Q Howard County Scottish
Rite Club, 7:30 a.m., Masonic
Lodge, 21st and Lancaster.

Q The Heritage Museum, 510
Scurry, 10 a. m. tos p.m. .

Q,The Péttq z{;q e
Gregg, a resto .
home, is opeh’ from 1 ‘5'p.fh.
A one-time admission fee of $2
for adults and $1 for children
and senior ¢itizens are encour-
aged.

Q Dance 8:30 p.m., Eagles
Lodge, 704 W. Third. Members
and guests welcome.

Sexual assault
report filed
with BSPD

A sexual assault was reported
to Big Spring Police
Department by a 19-year-old
female. The assault was report-

ed to have occurred late in the
evening of Nov. 1 in the eastern

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288

Dorothy Fay Neece, 71,
died Saturday. Services were
2:00 PM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel, with burial at
Trinity Memorial Park.

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH

Funeral Home
Trinity Memorial Park
and Crematory

| 906 Gregg St.
(915) 267-6331

Hazel D. Lawrence, 89,
died Friday, October 29,
1999, Memorial services will
be 10:30 AM Wednesday,
November 10, 1999 at St.
Mary's ‘Episcopal Church.
Interment will follow at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.
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The sus t: a white male
known to the victim, and no
injuries were reported

mo nﬁlieal treatment was

An investigation is continu-
ing by Det.’Lupe Liedecke.

Jasper judge

to decide today
on change of
venue for trial

. JASPER (AP) — The judge in
the third dragging death trial
today will wade through a
mountain of news stories about
the case as he considers a
motion for a venue change by
defendant Shawn Allen Berry.

State District Judge Joe Bob
Golden will look only at the
evidence he receives today, the
deadline he set after Berry's
attorney argued Monday to
move the proceedings from
Jasper.

Defense lawyer Joseph C.
“Lum’ Hawthorn filed for the
venue change Friday, moments
before 12 white jurors and two
alternates were selected. It was
a total reversal for Hawthorn,
who had said he wanted the
capital murder case tried in
Jasper County, where Berry is
a native son.

“What I wanted to do was try
the case here, but after interro-
gating the jury ... it’s clear to
me that he can’t get a fair trial
here,” Hawthorn said.

To buttress his claim,
Hawthorn subpoenaed five
local broadcast outlets, seeking
transcripts and videotapes of
all news stories aired since
March 1 about the killing of
James Byrd Jr.

Representatives from two
Jasper radio stations and three
Beaumont-Port Arthur TV sta-
tions briefly took the stand
Monday, bringing varying
amounts of the subpoenaed
material.

Representatives from the TV
stations — KBMT, KBTV and
KFDM — said it would take at
least four days to comply, as
each station had aired more
than.30Q,stories~ Both radio sta-
tions brought the extent: df-the’
stories.they kept on file. - oiis

Today would have been the
first day of testimony in the
trial, but Golden delayed the
start until after he rules on the
venue matter Wednesday.

Golden initially planned to
allow testimony to go forward
Tuesday and then rule on the
change-of-venue request after
Friday, but changed his mind
after prosecutors objected.

Jasper County District:
Attorney Guy James Gray said
allowing the jury to be sworn
in before Golden decided the
venue matter could have creat-
ed an appellate issue.
Constitutional protections
against double jeopardy could
preclude Berry from facing a
second jury if Golden were to
dissolve the Jasper jury and
change the venue, Gray said.

Berry, 24, is the third and
final white man charged with
the June 7, 1998, dragging death
of a black East Texas man.
White supremacists John
William King, 25, and
Lawrence .Russell Brewer, 32,
already are on death row.

In asking to move the trial,
Hawthorn argued that pretrial
coverage of the fight between
prosecutors and CBS News over
the outtakes of Berry’s inter-
view with anchor Dan Rather
had created a ‘‘circus.”
Furthermore, he said, several
of the 50 jurors qualified to
serve on the panel indicated
they had heard the case dis-
cussed in Jasper and they
thought Berry was guilty.

“When the community senti-
ment about a defendant’'s guilt
is so pervasive, there’s a good
case for change of venue,” he
said after Monday’s hearing.

Golden chided Hawthorn,
pointing out that Berry’s CBS
interview, which aired on ‘60
Minutes II"” on Sept. 28, was a
source of some of the hubbub.

“There has been a substantial
amount of pretrial publicity
that has been generated by the
defendant,” Golden said.

Prosecutors argued against
moving the trial, saying cover-
age of the case in Jasper
County has been “less inflam-
matory and prejudicial than
media accounts in the rest of
the state.”

In the CBS News matter,
prosecutors have tried to obtain

For showtimes call

263-2479

74 ¢

s ‘

thé tiniaired &m’s
interview by subpoenaing
‘Dallas-based producer Mary
Mapes and ordering her to turn
over a complete transcript and
videotape.

Golden twice found Ms.
Mapes in contempt of court and
ordered her jailed until she
hands over both items.

Fugitive found
after TV show

tip leads police

to Massachusetts

FRAMINGHAM, Mass. (AP)
— A woman on the lam for 2-
1/2 years after being indicted in
the murder of her millionaire
husband was arrested by police
who posed as pizza delivery
men, . : ¢

Margaret Rudin was taken
into custody Friday, after
authorities received a tip when
a story about her case was
broadcast last month on
“America’s Most Wanted.” At a
hearing Monday in
Framingham District Court,
she was ordered held without
bail.

Her lawyer, Randall Power,

said she plans to fight extradic- .

tion to Nevada. .

Ms. Rudin, 56, was indicted
in 1997 on a murder charge in
the shooting of millionaire Las
Vegas real estate agent Ron
Rudin.

Rudin’s bullet-ridden and
burned body was found near
Lake Mohave in Nevada in
January 1995, nearly a month
after Ms. Rudin, his fifth wife,
reported him missing.

A break in the case came in
1996, when a diver found a .22
caliber pistol buried under lay-
ers of plastic wrap in a Nevada
lake. Investigators said the gun
belonged to Rudin and was the
murder weapon. Ms. Rudin was
indicted in 1997, but she could-
n’t be located.

Authorities believe Ms. Rudin
had been staying in Revere
since at least December. While
in Massachusetts, she was try-
ing to become a cobbler’s
apprentice, said State Police
Sgt. Mark Lynch.

Police had been staking out a
house
Dominols jpizza delivery man
showed updviday oOffieers fol:
lowed the employee back to his
shop and showed him. a photo-
graph of Ms. Rudin, and he
said he believed he had seen
the woman in the home.

Police borrowed a Domino's
shirt, a pizza box and a compa-
ny sign to put on top of the car
and went back to the house.
Authorities said they arrested
Ms. Rudin — who was hiding
in the pathroom — without
incident.

In asking that Ms. Rudin be
held, prosecutor Maura
Murphy said the woman ‘“‘has
led the police through the
states of Arizona, Illinois and
New Mexico.”

BRIEFS

AMERICAN BUSINESS
WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
will have an Ar and Crafts
sales at Big Spring Mall Dec.
11, and booths are available for
vendors.

Booths are available at $35 for
one weekend and $50 for both
weekends. Proceeds fund the
ABWA scholarship program,
but any profit the vendor
makes is theirs to keep.

For more information or to
secure a booth call Albert at
263-4253.

COAHOMA LION’S CLUB
IS sponsoring a blood drive
Wednesday, Nov. 10, 4-8 p.m. at
the Coahoma Community
Center.

United Blood Services from
San Angelo will be handling
the drive, and they recommend
donors make an appointment.
To do so, call 394-4277.

Walk-in donors are also wel-
come.
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COAHOMA: ELEMENTARY
PTA FALL Festival will be
Saturday, Nov. 13, from 5:30 to

10 p.m., in the Coahoma
Elementary cafeteria.

IN OBSERVANCE OF VET-
ERAN'S Day, Howard College
will be holding a special pre-
sentation on the flag and what
it symbolizes and a presenta-
tion on the Pledge of Allegiance
on Thursday, Nov. 11, at.4:30
p.m, in the Fireplace Room at
Howard College. Refreshments
will be served.

AARP 55 ALIVE MATURE
Driving Course will be taught
Wednesday and Thursday, Dec.
1-2 at Martin County Senior
Citizens Center. The course is
open to all people age 50 and
over, who must attend both ses-
sions. After completion, partici-
pants are eligible for a 10 per-
cent discount on auto insur-
ance.

Cost is $8 for the course and
there are no 'tests or exams.
Call 756-2791 to register.

THE TEXAS DEPART-
MENT OF Health will be giv-
ing flu shots every Wednesday
through the winter months to
those persons 18 years and
older, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
and from 1 to 4 p.m. If you are
on Medicare we will file. The
cost to others will be $5. For
more information call 263-9775.

SuprPORT GROUPS

TUESDAY
*Support for MS and Related
Diseases, 6:30 p.m. second

Tuesday of each month,
Canterbury South. Public invit-
ed. Call Leslie, 267-1069.
*Al-Anon, 8 p.m., 615 Settles.
*Seniors’ diabetic support
group, .2 p.m., Canterbury
South. Call 263-1265.

PouICE ;
| (BSPD).

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the follow-
ing incidents between 8 a.m.
Monday and 8 a.m. today:

« HENRY CASTILLO, 31,
was arrested on a charge of dri-
ving while intoxicated.

« PHILLIP CASTILLO, 28,
was arrested on a charge of
public intoxication.

« SAMMY GARZA, 32, was
arrested on a charge of public
intoxication.

« DANIEL LOPEZ, 21,
arrested on local warrants.

* BURGLARY OF A VEHI-
CLE was reported at the police
station.

* DISORDERLY CON-
DUCT/LANGUAGE was
reported in the 1000 block of
East 12th.

*« CRIMINAL TRESPASS
WARNING was issued in the
1800 block of East Marcy.

* CLASS A CRIMINAL MIS-
CHIEF TO A VEHICLE was
reported at the police station.

* DISTURBANCE/FIGHT
was reported in the 2300 block
of Gregg.

* CLASS B HARASSMENT
was reported in the 2500 block
of Hunter.

« THEFT was reported in the
200 block of West Marcy, 1100
block of North Lamesa, 600
block of East Third, at the
police station, 1700 block of
East Marcy and 400 block of
Johnson.

« WEEKEND REPORT indi-
cates five assault, two family
violence, two burglary of a
habitation, three burglary of a
building, tWo 'burglary of a
vehicle, two driving while
intoxicated and.five driving

was

. while license suspended inci-

dents.
And one forgery. one graffiti,

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.

OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY
Board Certified
PPO PROVIDER FOR:

BCBS TED L. PARKER
CHAMPUS BEECH STREET
HMO BLUE - HUMANA
BLUE CHOICE TRAVELERS
: ACCEPTS MEDICAID _
Obstetrical Care &Westwood-ﬂﬂdland
oAt & Odessa
267-8226 1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 10 Year:
NEXT CLINIC VISIT

11-11-99

TEXAS LOTTERY Pick 3:1,68

Cash 5: 3131518 30,

lotterynumbenmunolﬁdnlunﬂlcmﬁlmedbytheshhbthryw

two possession of drugs, one
sexual assault, nine thefts, five
convenience store thefts and
one unauthorized use of a vehi-
cle reports,

Also eight information, 26
arrests, two major and two
minor accidents reported.

SHERIFF

The Howard County Sheriff's
Department reported the follow-
ing:

» CHAD BRITTON STRICK-
LAND, 32, was arrested on a
charge of motion to revoke pro-
bation of forgery of a financial
instrument (HCSO).

* DENNIS EDWARD AUS-
BIE, 39, was arrested for a
parole violation (HCSO).

* PATRICK RI10S, 28, was
arrested on a charge of posses-
sion of marijuana less than two
ounces (BSPD).

« HENRY CASTILLO, 31
was arrested on a charge of dri-

‘ ving while intoxicated (BSPD).

* TERRY DEWAYNE BAI-
LEY, 28, was arrested in a
charge of possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces and
making alcohol available to a
minor.

« TIFFNEY LEE TINDOL, 20
was arrested on a charge of
possession of marijuana less
than two ounces (BSPD).

« CANDIDA FARMER, 26,
was issued for issuance of a
bad check (HCSO).

« RICHARD KEITH HUCK-
ABEE, 39, was arrested on a
charge of possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces and
possession of drug parapherna
lia (HCSO).

« JOHNNY LEE PUGA, 59,
was,arrested on.a charge of dri,,
ving; while intoxicated and
open, .algoholic. . container.

« CAMILO MARTIN NIETO
JR., 25, was arrested on a
charge of driving while license
invalid (BSPD).

« JUAN MANUEL GARCIA,
34, was arrested on a charge of
possession of marijuana less
than two ounces and driving
while license invalid (BSPD).

* BONNIE LOPEZ MENDEZ,
30, was arrested on a charge of
thwarting the compulsory
attendance law (HCSO).

. MANUEL TORRES
ESCAMILLA, 37, was arrested
on a charge of driving while
license invalid (BSPD).

s BOBBY PHILLIP MAS-
TERS, 37, was arrested on a
charge of driving while license
invalid (BSPD).

« APRIL JEANETTE
MCGEE, 18, was arrested on a

charge of unauthorized use of a-

vehicle (BSPD).

« KENNETH DAVIS, 25, was
arrested on a charge of forgery
of a financial instrument
(BSPD).

* RICKY LIN WALLACE, 33,
was arrested for bondsman off
bond and motion to revoke pro-
bation of theft more than $50
less than $500 (HCSO).

« JULIE ANN MINCE, 27,
was arrested for motions to
revoke probation of possession
of marijuana less than two
ounces, driving while license
suspended and credit card
abuse (HCSO).

« BRENT LEE MARIN, 27,
was arrested on a charge of
contempt of child support order

(HCSO).

« GARY CECIL W’YA'!'!‘ 42,
was arrested for motion to
revoke probation of burglary of
a buil'ding (BSPD).

, 52, was

arrested on a charge of viola-
tion of a protective order
(BSPD).

* DOMINGO CASTILLO, 29,
was arrested on a charge of
possession of a controlled sub-
stance less than one gram, pos-
session of a dangerous drug
and possession of marijuana
more than two ounces less than
four ounces (BSPD).

* CRUZ GUTIERREZ SR., 24,
was arrested on a charge of
forgery by passing (BSPD).

« ANDY RODRIGUEZ, 37,
was arrested for two judgment
sentences of driving while
license invalid (HCSO).

* JOHNNY GREEN, 34, was
arrested on a judgment sen-
tence of driving while license
invalid (HCSO).

« THOMAS DERRICK DUN-
NAM, 34, was arrested on a
judgment sentence of driving
while intoxicated (HCSO).

« IVAN LEE ROSE, 42, was
arrested on a charge of
issuance of a bad check
(HCSO0).

FIRE/EMS

Following is a summary of
Big Spring Fire
Department/EMS reports:

MONDAY

4:4) p.m. — 2100 block South
Main, medical call, patient
transported to Scenic Mountain
Medical Center.

4:47 p.m. — 1100 block North
Lancaster, medical call, patient
transported tg Sce, n
Mediggl%en er W%M?% W
A2, pm,.— 100 Ylo¢R Elst
Third, structure fire reported
smoke scare.

9:36 p.m. — 100 block Miller,
trauma call, patient transported
to SMMC.

9:51 p.m. — North Highway
87, trauma call, patient trans-
ported to SMMC.

11:13 p.m. — SMMC, trauma
call, patient transported to
Lubbock UMC.

Monday's high 78

Monday's low 53

Average high 68

Average low 42

Record high 91 in 1980
Record low 22 in 1943
Precip. Monday 0.00

Month to date 0.00

Month's normal 0.20

Year to date 11.84

Normal for the year 17.10
Sunrise Wednesday 7:10 a.m.
Sunset Wednesday 5:49 p.m.
**Statistics not available

©\% RS

Dec. cotton 50.75 cents, up
points; Dec. crude 23.75, up
points; cash hogs steady at 32
cash steers steady at 69 evelﬁ
Dec. lean hog futures 47.32, up
72 points; Dec. live cattle fut
68.75, up 5 points.

courtesy: Delta Corporation.

Other. markets not available by
presstime.
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GTON (AP) — Budget bro- touching Social Security funds. minimum wage, about half of them night to come together on a $39 billion lion he wants for education, labor and
kers n'o the White House to Capitol Lawmakers are rushing to finish the teen-agers. measure to finance the departments of health programs, said Sen. Arlen
Hill are pushing ahead with talks on job by Wednesday, when a temporary Congress’ biggest job, however, Commerce, Justice and State. Specter, R-Pa. That bill already has a
their !ou&’est disputes, but Congress’ bill expires that is keeping the govern- remained budget negotiations. Senate President Clinton was seeking nearly $314 billion price tag.
hopes of adjourning on Wednesday are ment running. They also want to  Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., $1 billion more than Republicans were In the standoff over the third bill, the
fizzling. | return to their home districts for said he hoped a late evening meeting offering. two sides were barely $100 million
The two sides had only slightly nar- Veterans Day parades and other festiv- Monday would set the stage for the That bill features two major battle- apart on a roughly $15 billion Interior
rowed their differences Tuesday night, ities this weekend. final details to be wrapped up today. grounds. Department measure, which partici-
hoping to tie up loose ends today on Away from budget negotiations, Instead, they were expected to restart White House bargainers had lowered pants said was closer to a deal than the
three spending bills. House other lawmakers were hoping to negotiations today and it was uncer- their demand for $1.3 billion for hiring ' other measures.
Appropriations Committee Chairman resolve disputes on a bill to increase tain when they would finish. new police officers to $570 million in Meanwhile, Clinton predicted that a
Bill Young said it would take “a little the minimum wage by $1. The gaps between the two sides were new spending, closer to the $325 mil- federal spending deal could be struck
miracle’ to get the bills to the floor and Republicans and Democrats disagree significant enough that it looked lion Congress has approved. “in a heartbeat,” but he said
sent to the White House by Wednesday. on how quickly it should take effect increasingly unrealistic that they Republicans also were looking for Republicans should support his pro-
“This might be a good time for a . and on the size of an accompanying would reach resolution by Wednesday. compromise regarding unpaid U.S. posal to help school districts hire thou-

o prayer meeting,” the Florida business tax relief package. The bills in question cover fiscal 2000, dues to the United Nations and an sands of new teachers.

t6 Republican joked with reporters. But votes were set for today in the which began Oct. 1, and details of both effort by conservatives to link that The president wants $1.4 billion this

of Budget negotiators were hoping to Senate on whether to boost the $5.15- sides’ positions were described by par- money to abortion restrictions over- year to hire thousands of additional

work some legislative magic by weav- an-hour wage by a dollar over 28 ticipants who spoke on condition of seas. elementary school teachers, while

g ing hard numbers and competing polit- months, as Republicans want, or over anonymity. In a dispute over a second bill, Republicans prefer $1.2 billion that

a- ical agendas into compromise bills that 13 months as Democrats propose. = White House budget chief Jack Lew Republicans offered to give Clinton states could use for teacher hiring or
ot would balance the budget without About 11 million workers earn the _and key lawmakers tried Monday $228 million of the additional $2.3 bil- other education purposes.

: ’ Doctors, patient gro

l“:

« | |One of Flight 800’s data recorders recovered tors, p groups
PS- NEWPORT, R.I. (AP) — said. The Navy search for the n’t unusual for the search for Investigators are looking into p p

g EgyptAir crash investigators other box, the cockpit voice the black boxes to take this all possibilities to the crash, ralse move tO Sto

a recovered the flight data recorder, continued. long. For example, it took 13 including mechanical failure, o
an recorder from the depths of the  An around-the-clock mission days to locate one recorder in 6 human error and sabotage. second-guess lng dOCtO'rs

Atlantic early today, hoping it to recover the flight recorders feet of water after a ValuJet The Magnum is made of tita-
R4, would yield clues to what of the plane that crashed Oct. crash in the Florida Everglades nium and has a seven-jointed NEW YORK (AP) — A move how HMOs will control rising
of caused the jetliner to plunge 31 had relied on a gigantic Kkilled 110 people in 1996. arm that can be manipulated by a leading managed care firm health care costs and whether
into the ocean, killing 217 peo- 8,000-pound underwater robot In the case of Flight 990, the from its ship to grasp the to free its doctors from the over- consumers will be best served
B7, ple. to go where another monster black boxes were buried amid recorders. sight of health plan administra- by a return to the ‘“‘doctor-
nt The recorder, one of two so- robot has failed. But inthe end, wreckage and silt-some 270 feet . It also has a cage that protects tors is winning praise from knows-best” philosophy.

le called “black boxes” on the it was the first robot that did beneath the Atlantic Ocean. it from the heavy seas. Both | physician and patient groups. Karen Ignagni, president of

Boeing 767, was damaged at one the job. Investigators say that whenev- Magnum and Deep Drone are The change by UnitedHealth the American Association of
as end, said Jim Hall, chairman of After rough seas calmed er a piece of wreckage is remote-controlled underwater | Group — which comes after Health Plans, said she expects

n- the National Transportation Monday afternoon, Magnum, a moved, sediment gets stirred vessels about the size of a mini-| years of what it now calls a more plans to follow United’s

se Safety Board. It was not imme- tougher, nimbler underwater up, reducing visibility. van. layer of wasteful, costly red strategy.

diately clear how that would robot, was deployed to help The plane took off early Oct. The. civilian salvage ship| tape — returns the final say on “Health plans are evolving to

T affect the data stored in it, he locate the elusive recorders. 31 from New York's Kennedy Carolyn Chouest, which carries | treatment decisions back to respond to the key objectives of

a said. A cable on Magnum was dam- Airport bound for Cairo before the Magnum, can also with- physicians. patients and physicians,” she
ng The recorder was expected to aged overnight, and Deep it then plunged 33,000 feet into stand rougher conditions than ‘“No one wants a system said.

be flown to the NTSB lab in Drone, a robot that had failed the Atlantic Ocean, about 60 the USS Grapple, which carries| where you sit over the doctor’s But United’s approach could
as Washington as soon as possible in 13 previous hours on the miles south of the Deep Drone, because the shoulder second-guessing each result in higher insurance pre-
of for analysis. ocean floor, was put back into. Massachusetts island of Carolyn Chouest can float in a| decision on every patient,” said miums, said John Erb, a health
ck “I congratulate all that are the search, Hall said. Nantucket. No distress call fixed spot without dropping| Sally Cobérly, director of public benefits consultant in Boca
‘involved ‘in the search,” he Earlier, Hall had said it was- went out from the crew. anchor. policy for the Washington Raton, Fla.
Business Group on Health, “The " corollary here is: Be
: ' % © o which represents a coalition of careful what you wish for, you
Regulators say merger activity warrants SCrutiny i oo " migi st said Erb. 2 vie
: Organized medicine also president with Arthur J.
of WASHINGTON (AP) — Mega- Ariz., said in opening a hearing by almost 50 percent since 1995. Kennard said a major concern agpll)au(tied Umgad § move. hi Gz[ajllqgg;:r &é)o.
mergers in the communications into the matter Monday. “The The dollar value has increased of the agency is to ensure con- octors will receive this nited said the approval sys-
re industry — which impact how average consumer doesn’t eightfold, to more than $266 bil- solidation doesn’t significantly N€Ws well,” said Dr. Thomas tem made sense in the 1980s and
people receive, disperse and always reap the benefits of lion. reduce consumers’ options in Reardon, president of the early 1990s when health costs
th share information — warrant lower prices and better ser- The number of mergers isn't the marketplace. %Vne’nca:l] Medlc:l Asso(cl:lahtlor}. vaereUsplr:lm_g out of control.
nt close scrutiny, say lawmakers vice.” necessarily the problem, FTC  “The consumer should be able N e l‘:le be‘"gysa vocati. t ath“ b:et nited said it recently has
i and regulators, who have a  Among recent mega-mergers: Chairman Robert Pitofsky told to have a range of product (Si ould be doctors making the n approving about 99 per-
' number of such deals now Marriages between Bell compa- the committee. It's the size of choices,” Kennard said. determination of what is med- cent of physician requests.

h before them. nies SBC and Ameritech; AT&T the transactions and the impact Optimally, he said, this would 1cguyfnecessgry. This is a real ~ United will still ask doctors to
ot Companies argue that they and cable giant TCI; and long- they have on the flow of infor- mean having four or more com- :}’".‘ ed°,‘: patients covered by justify their care decisions,
e ileed to merge to improve effi- distance ‘carriers MCI and mation, he said. petitors for each product or ser- - United. . such as ordering surgery or
(oo ehcy and enter hew markets, WorldCom. More are to come. - “You “are* talking ‘about the vice offered. gimg"ziﬂilalth' which operates - expensive diagnostic tests. But
s ,officials remain con- Regulators are looking at’deals »ob-ideas, > Pitofsky -  Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan, ' U t'te ' He. thc;‘ie plans.hlsatlh; under thg new }11’01}9’51““3 doc-
& oern that the unprecédented _to combine MCI WorldCom and s iffe questioned the customer impact nation’s second-largest health tor “{m ave the 11" say on

. wave of mammoth deals will Sprint; CBS and Viacom; and not be used to evaluate commu- of the proposed Sprint-MCI insurer behind Aetna. United how the patient will be treated,
- limit consumer options for ser- Bell Atlantic and GTE. nications mergers, but close WorldCom deal, which would c;)vers about 14.5 million peo- a f:‘%mpany smt‘}‘l‘:‘s‘!‘ag said. h
ted vices B According to the Federal scrutiny should be given to the combine the nation’s No. 2 and P'¢ . . ,__rOr years, this in pstry as

“Most Americans tend toview Trade Commission, which deals’ impact on the First No. 3 long-distance carriers. _Its policy change, being innovated on the basis of cost
= increased concentration of con-- shares responsibility with the Amendment, he said. “I think we should be con- 1mplarlnented lnattxonmdet ﬂ“; ﬁ"d. wef a“'e tllnno;atmg on the
4 trol as a negative, and, unfortu- Justice Department for review- ~ The Federal Communications cerned” about the deal, Month, accelerates a tren asis of the health care experi-

nately, this is often the case,” ingdeals for antitrust problems, Commission reviews merger Kennard said. He would not 2mong HMOs to give doctors ence,” said Jay Silverstein,
Bk Senate Commerce Committee merger filings in the communi- applications for their public comment further on the merger, g:\tn(;lpatxeqts more ﬁ;gedom.bBu: United’s chief marketing offi-
to Chairman John McCain, - R-. cations industry have increased interest. FCC Chairman Bill which is before his agency. It 8i80 Tuises questions alout  car.

. 38PNy WS

University’s
HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Over
the past two decades, Texans
have become less tolerant of
crime and more fond of tough
sentences for criminals, a Sam
Houston State University poll
suggests. ‘

The annual telephone poll,
released Monday by the univer-
sity’'s College of Criminal
Justice, was compared to a sim-
ilar study from 1979. Both mea-
sured factors such as percep-
tions about the purpose of the
criminal justice system, evalua-
tion of court sentencing prac-
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poll discovers today’s Texans take tougher stance on crime

tices and fear of crime.

“The most significant shift in
Texans' attitudes about crimi-
nal justice over the past 20
years seems to be a loss of com-,
mitment to rehabilitation and
an acceptance of adult’ prisons
as warehouses to keep ‘them’
away from ‘us’ and to punish
‘them’ for their crimes,” said
Dennis R. Longmire, director of
the school’s Survey Research
Program and author of the
study.

The 1999 Texas Crime Poll
found more people now believe

the purpose of prisons is to pun-
ish or incapacitate prisoners,
while less value is placed on
rehabilitation. .

Of the 607 adults surveyed, 68
percent believe incapacitation
was “very important’” for pris-
ons, compared to 43 percent in
1979. Following that trend, 71
percent this year believed
offenders should serve their full
prison sentences, rather than
receiving early parole, up from
52 percent.

In 1979, 84 percent reported
that rehabilitation was a prima-

Federal Credit Union
Serving Howard County

Get Ready for your Christmas Shopping

with a Cosden FCU MasterCard
9.5% Annual Percentage Rate - 1% Annual
Rebate on Purchases.
Call (888) 482-COOL (2665)

anytime day or night to apply.
Or stop by our office conveniently located at I-20 @ Refinery Road

“YOUR BEST CHOICE OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS”

FREEDOM

e urge you to take a moment to reflect upon and appreciate those whose fought for the
rights and freedoms we all enjoy in this country. These financial institution will observe
the following hours Thursday, Nov. 11 in observance of Veterans Day.

ry purpose of -prisons. This
year, that number dropped to 72
percent.

Attitudes toward the death
penalty also have changed.
More Texans now support the
use of capital punishment for
crimes such as murder, rape,
treason, armed robbery and
even arson, the study found.

While the death penalty is
currently only legal in capital
murder cases, 46 percent of
respondents said they would
support it as a punishment for
convicted rapists, compared to

39 percent in 1979. As a penalty
for arson, 17 percent supported
the death penalty in 1999, up
from 9 percent.

While many responses indi-
cated a law-and-order mentality,
some answers were tempered by
a tone of compassion.

Asked what they thought
about the overall purpose of the
adult and juvenile justice sys-
tems, 92 percent of Texans this
year said rehabilitation should
be “very important” in the juve-
nile justice system, while 68
percent answered similarly for

e

the adult justice system.

And while 83 percent identi-
fied punishment as a primary
goal of the adult system, 54 per-
cent of those same people felt
that ‘“reconciliation of offend-
ers, victims and their communi-
ties’’ was a very important pur-
pose.

The survey also found Texans
to be less fearful of crime now
than in 1979. About one-third of
1999 respondents were afraid to
walk alone at night within a
mile of their homes, compared
with 54 percent in 1979.
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ngress shall make no la !%a an establish-
mcnt reugion, or prohib Jreé exercise thereof;
or a Jfreedom of h, or of the press; or

ing the
ht of the poople Dpeaceably to ‘assemble, and to peti-

Government for a redress of grievanoes
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Spring Herald uniless otherwise indicated.
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Our VIEWS
Women veterans
prove abilities in
serving country

n Thursday, our community like those
throughout the country will observe
Veterans Day with programs, speeches and
ceremony. Wednesday has also been set
aside to honor those who served our country in uni-
form — it is Women Veterans Day.

And while their uniforms may have looked a little
different, these veterans served their country for
many of the same reasons as their male counterparts.
In many cases, these soldiers fought two battles —
first, the enemy, and then, for acceptance from their
male peers and commanding officers.

“I believe we have proved a women can do what a
man can do, but this is still a man's world,” veteran
Christy Arnet told the Herald.

But while women in the armed services were com-
peting inia job that has traditionally belonged to men,
they learned values that still serve them today.

“The Army is such an adventure, and life is differ-
ent every day,” Arnet said. “I learned leadership and
discipline, and self-motivation. If you don't have téam-
work in the Army you don't have anything.”

For many years, the important work of women in the

fllltarxmlé)otﬁfswuz%@hw , when1.23.nillion
{ the & uiley Inygy yelagany arc-lewmalr thaf

“Becawe of their traditional roles as non-combat-
ants, thecheroism of military women in war has been
overlooked, but they too have paid a price for free-
dom,” said Cary Brown, chief executive officer of Big
Spring VA Medical Center.

To honor the women veterans of our community, a
luncheon is planned at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Wednesday, with a program beginning at 10:30 a.m.
The rights of women veterans will be a topic of the
discussion, and women veterans will also have an
opportunity ta register for the women's primary care

We join%

home. : 5.

‘| clinic. Ep rtainment will be provided by the Spring
City Stomgers line dance group.

the VA in honoring the work of these
women who served in ouf armed forces. And we are
proud thatimany of these “heroes now call Big Spring

YOUR

To THE EDITOR:

I recently had the opportuni-
ty to spend a week in our local
hospital for an acute illness.
As a Christian, I have been
sorely convicted of past verbal
abuse of our SMMC. I had to
repent.

I praise God for the wonder-
ful, caring, committed and
well-trained staff at our hospi-
tal. I received the highest qual-
ity of care. Friendly and help-
ful in every way.

My very special debt of grati-
tude goes to the great team in
ICU. Keep up the good work.
My special thanks to Vicki,
Patricia, Bill, Teresa, Jose.
Your compassion and humor
and quality care made a hum-
bling experience quite bear-
able. Hats off to the ER team of
staff and doctors, especially
Judy, your helper that day, Dr.
Bruha and Dr. Michael
Stephens.

Also want to mention all the

» By telephone at 263-7331
» By fax at 264-7205

er@xroadstx.com.

5p.m.

third floor staff, the proficient
caring radiology team, the lab
and the cheerful housekeepers
in an oft dreary job. My meals
were all served on time, appe-
tizing to look at, hot things hot
and cold things cold, tasty and
very nutritious.

In closing, I wish to mention
our great, well trained EMT. I
took one ride to the ER and
one to Lubbock. They were all
quick, efficient, competent and
most of all, compassionate.

I thank my God for all of you
that made my stay so bearable.
May God bless you, protect you
and hearken your hearts to
keep on serving in jobs that
are oft times hard, dangerous
and exhausting. We should all
as a community give thanks
for such a high quality facility
hand a great team of doctors in
our town. If I left anyone out,
please forgive.

DoNNA B. LASATER

BiG SPrING

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By e-mail at either bsherald@xroadstx.com or jwalk

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721
* Our normal hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. until

* Our offices are closed on weekends and holidays.
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mplaining about the
Postal Service? It’s like
. complaining about the
weather. It is some-
thing over which we have no
control. And so the complaints
the weather
and the Postal
Service just
keep rolling
along.

The differ-
ence, of
course, is that
the U.S.
Postal Service
is manmade,
or at least
congressional-
ly made.
Actually, it
was created
by our
Founding
Fathers: Article I, Section 8,
paragraph 7 of the Constitution
reads, ‘“The Congress shall
have power... to establish post
offices...”

Congress waited nearly 200
years to delegate that constitu-
tional authority by passing the
Postal Reorganization Act,
which President Richard Nixon
signed into law on August 12,
1970. This act created a new
quasi-government business
under the executive branch,

JACK
ANDERSON

run by an 11-member Board of
Governors, nine ¢f whom are
appointed by the ptesident (the
other two being selécted by the
Board and the p- -tdiaster gen-
eral, who is ehued by the
Board).

What is the reality of all
this? The Postal Service used
to be highly responsive to
Congress, usually because
many high-ranking postal
employees owed their jobs to
patronage appointments. Now,
only the respondive tradition
remains, which is to say that
complaints to members of
Congress still occdsionally spur
some postal employees to
action. Tradition, however, is a
poor and toothless motivator:. ...

The reality is that Congress
has created a bureaucratic
monster. The Board members
are appointed for nine-year
terms, which is tantamount to
making the'service they run
independent of governmental
control. True, they must go to
Congress for money, but unlike
other budget items, Congress
has virtually no say on how
the money will be spent.

The result is a bureaucrati-
cally run, monopolistic, giant-

‘ -sized business that affects

every American — throw in
international mail and who can

say how far the postal'tentaclés
reach. In fact, as we pointed
out to a high-rankingipostal
employee, “It is.an organiza-
tion centrally controlled, i
accountable to nio one, devoid
of competition and frée of la:
bility for its actions.* You
could say it resembles a well:
known, justifiably maligned
system that East Europeans !
just kicked a few years ago. '
Let’s be specific: You mail a
letter; they lose the letter. You
complain; they refer'you to '
customer service. Customer
service commences a “trace”’;
they do not find your letter —
they almost never find your let-
ter. You ask how they will
compensate you; the manner of

reply may vary with the matu- °

rity and temper of the postal
employee, but the substance
never does: the U.S. Postal °
Service is only ligble if you
insured your mail.

Imagine UPS or Federal -
Express or any other package
carrier saying such a thing.
Imagine what the courts would
say if they did.

Now, suppose you run a busi-
ness — say a newspaper, say
the newspaper you are reading
— that is dependent upon the
Postal Service to deliver your
product. They call that time-

NAOMI WoLF TELLS VEEP THAT WONEN LIKE EARTH ToNES |

Stereotypmg yes, but is it raczal"

en vou reach the
stage in life that
¥ actor Danny
¥ Glover has, you
don’t expect racism to play
much of a role in your day-to-
day routine. But last week, the
“Lethal Weapon’’ star held a
news confer-
ence in New
York to publi-
cize his
recent
encounters
with racist
stereotypes.on
the streets of
Manhattan.
Like many
black men
(and some-

LINDA
CHAVEZ

women),
Glover had
trouble when
he tried to hail a cab for him-
self and his college-age daugh-
ter and her roommate. First,
several empty cabs passed him
by. When a driver finally
stopped, he refused Glover’s
request to sit up front where
he could stretch out his legs,
which Glover explained were
bothering him because of an
old hip injury.

During a press conference he
held to complain about racial
stereotyping, Glover blamed
racism for his unpleasant expe-
riences. But if it is racism, it’s
certainly not the old-fashioned
prejudice of whites against
blacks. Most of the taxi drivers
who passed Glover by — and
the rude one who finally
picked him up — were “people
of color,” according to Glover’s
lawyer, who spoke at the press
conference. ’a

Not surprising ina city
where the Taxi and Limousine
Commission estimates that
about 70 percent of New York
cabbies are immigrants from
India, Pakistan and
Bangladeph. Only & small
minorityofNew York City cab
drivers are U.S.-born or
European immigrants, and this
pattern is repeated in cities
across the country.

But if you ask these mostly
brown-skinned drivers why so
few are willing to pick up
black riders, you'll get the
same answers: fear of being
robbed by the passenger, fear
of being robbed by others in
the neigtiborhoods where these
passengers live, fear of being
ripped off of the fare they're
entitled to. One African taxi
driver I ride with frequently
admitted that he routinely asks
some black customers to pay
their fare at the beginning of
the trip, even though it's
against company policy,
because he’s had so many cus-
tomers flee the cab without
paying.

Racial stereotyping?
Absolutely. But the problem is
not an easy one to solve, in
part, because the stereotypes in
many cases reflect the drivers'

* OWn experiences. Steven

Holmes, a reporter for The -
New York Times, wrote a col-
umn this spring on his own
encounters with this kind of

** racial stereotyping, as both vic-
tim and perpetrator.

Holmes, who is black, was
stopped a few weeks earlier by
a D.C. police officer while
walking near his home in a
predominantly white neighbor-
hood. Holmes became angry
when he discovered, after call-

ing the local precinct, that the
officer had lied when he said .
Holmpes' tatehed the descrip-
tion of alburglar in a house-
breaKing nearby. There had
been no~break ins, leaving

S o cohclude the police

sto d Him because hetwas
black
But Holmes® anger abated

when he realized that hé'd
been guilty of the same kind of
stereotyping.years earlier
when hethad driven a taxi in
New York while putting him-
self thfough college. ‘

In three years of driving,
Holmeg wags robbed twice, both
times by mun%, black men. “ I
did not qHfit driving a taxi. I
liked the job teo much,”
Holmes said. ‘“But I became
more choosy about who I let in
my cab? I still picked up black
women, older men, couples,
families and men dressed in
suits. But my sense of toler-
ance and racial solidarity was
tested every time a casually
dressed young black man, espe-
cially one in sneakers, tried to
hail my‘cab. Most times, I
drove right by,” he admitted.

- How do we fight the tempta-
tion to judge people by the
color of their skin? There are
already laws on the books in
most cities that make it illegal
to discriminate against passen-
gers, but they haven’t ended
the practice. Glover recom-
mends more ing for dri-
vers. I'm usu#illly skeptical of
such racial-sensitivity pro-
grams, but maybe it’s worth a
try

Taxi drivers have the right to
avoid danger, but law-abiding
citizens also have the right not
to be presumed dangerous sim-
ply because they’re black.
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U.S. Postal Serviee: Answerable to no one

dated material, meaning the
product’s value diminishes
with time. Now suppose you

" mail several thousand newspa-
> pers to your subscribers; but

the Postal Service somehow
manages to deliver them two
weeks later or not at all. Your
customers — subscribers and
advertisers — scream.”They
demand refunds or free ads or,
if it happens once too often,
they cancel. You are answer-
able, and had you used any
delivery company other than
the U.S. Postal Service you too
could seek compensation.

But, alas, the Postal Service
has a monopoly on the mail
becausé competition, they say,
would take the profitable urban
routes and leave them the
sparse rural routes. So, why
not simply pass a law that
requires all companies seeking
to enter the mail business to
service all areas? Or, why not
require the Postal Service to
accept responsibility for its
actions like all other compa-
nies, and pay for its mistakes?
Or, why not go back to the
good old patronage system? At
least under that system, high-
ranking postal employees were
answerable to someone — and
that someone was answerable
to you.
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