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Criminal acts down for 2005-2006, BSISD officials report
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Maybe an ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure.

Big Spring Independ^t 
School District officials are 
crediting a proactive regimen 
for a decrease in the number of 
criminal and violent acts on 
school campuses during the

2005-2006 school year.
This marks the second year in 

a row BSISD officials were able 
to report a decrease in those 
numbers, which covers offenses 
such as assault, controlled sub
stance and firearm violations, 
terroristic threats, criminal 
mischief and felonies.

Controlled substance inci
dents in particular plunged for

the second year in a row. 
Officials reported 14 such 
offenses in 2005-2006, down 
from 30 the'previous year and 
53 in 2003-2004.

BSISD Superintendent
Michael Downes credited two 
recent programs with the 
plunge in drug statistics.

“ It’s a continuation of an 
effort that began two years ago

with the implementation of stu
dent drug testing and the 
increase of drug dog patrols at 
our campuses,” Downes said. 
“Both of those measures were 
used to prevent drug use and 
the results speak for them
selves.”

Other criminal instances 
dropped during the last school 
year, statistics show.

Offenses involving felonies, 
terroristic threats and criminal 
mischief went from rare in 
2004-2005 to non-existent the fol
lowing year.

There were no reported 
instances in those categories 
last school year, compared to a 
total of seven in 2004-2005.

See CRIME, Page 3A
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Rep. John Spratt, 0 4 .C ., loft, and Uoyd Doggatt, D-Taxaa, walk Into tha Cannon Houaa OfTIca Building with a copy of tha 
flacal 2008 fadaral budget, Monday.

Adm inistratiori begins,selling  
budget plan before Congress
By M ARTIN CRUTSINQER_________
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON -  President Bush 
was hoping to win praise for send
ing Congress a more transparent 
budget that spells out in greater 
detail the costs of the Iraq war. But 
so far his $2.9 trillion spending 
plan is earning more brickbats 
than kudos, with critics charging 
that it is based on unrealistic 
assumptions and faulty priorities.

Democrats, who now control the 
levers of power in both the House 
and Senate for the first time in the 
Bush presidency, let it be known 
that they would give the president’s 
team a hearing but planned to craft

a spending plan closer to their lik
ing.

’The administration was to begin 
the sales job on its proposal 
Tuesday, with Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson and White House 
Budget Director Rob Portman 
appearing before House and Senate 
committees.

The $2.9 trillion Bush budget for 
the budget year that begins next 
Oct. 1 would provide a massive 
boost for the Defense Department, 
seek an additional $245 billion in 
spending on the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for this year and 2008 
and restrain spending across a 
wide swath of ^ e  rest of govern
ment.
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To  re a c h  u s :
Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8 
a.m . to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If you miss your paper, please call (432) 
263-7335 before 7 p.m. weekdays and 
noon Sunday.

Commissioners meet today
Herald S taff Report

Howard County commissioners 
were expected to take a look at 
the county’s financial situation 
this morning, as the court held a 
special meeting to go over fiscal 
statements and budget Issues for 
2007.

Among the items on the meet
ing agenda were:

• A public hearing concerning 
county road maps.

• Discussion of the county bud
get and financial statements.

• Discussion of expenses for a

Knife-wielding 
woman robs 
local Dollar Store
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Local law enforcement 
officials are investigating 
an aggravated robbery 
that took place Monday 
afternoon in the College 
Park Shopping Center.

According to Sgt. Tony 
Everett, Big Spring Police 
Department public infor
mation officer, a woman 
entered the Dollar 
General store at 501 
Blrdwell Lane shortly 
after 1 p.m. Monday, 
demanding money.

"According to witness
es, the woman went up to 
tha cashier with a knife 
and told her she had a 
gun In her pocket, 
demanding money," said 
Everett. “The clerk feared 
for her life and gave the 
suspect the money, after 
which she fled on foot.”

Everett said the suspect 
is described as a 
Caucasian female, 
approximately 5 feet, 2 
inches tall in her late 20s 
to early 30s, with auburn 
hair. Witnesses said she

was wearing a camou
flage cap, maroon and 
green shirt and blue 
jeans.

“She made away with 
an undisclosed amount of 
cash,” said Everett. “No 
injuries were reported as 
a result of the robbery.”

Whether or not the 
woman had a gun in her 
pocket at the time of the ' 
robbery is of little conse- 
quence because the 
charges are the same for 
both, according to 
Everett.

Everett said no arrests 
have been made at this 
time.

“We believe the woman 
was acting alone,” said 
Everett.

Anyone with informa
tion regarding the crime 
is urged to contact the 
police department at 264- 
2550.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydeskdibigspringher- 
ald.com

The spending restraints allowed 
Bush to project gradually declining 
deficits, w i^  the budget going into 
surplus in 2012, three years after he 
has left office. His spending plan 
would make his first-term tax cuts 
permanent, at a cost over the next 
decade that the administration esti
mates at $1.6 trillion.

"Congress needs to listen to a 
budget which says no tax increase 
and a budget, bemuse of fiscal dis
cipline, that can be balanced in Qve 
years,” Bush said Monday in 
releasing his budget.

Democrats, however, charged 
that the president is able to pro-

See BUDGET, Page 3A

NASA astronaut charged with 
trying to kidnap romantic rival

county trapper.
• Discussion of future and pre

sent county jail.
County Judge Mark Barr said 

the meeting — which began at 9 
a.m. — was expected to focus on 
the county’s financial situation, 
with talk of the existing oj- pro
posed jail expected to take a back 
seat.

"I had the jail put on the agen
da in case we want to go over it, 
but the main reason fo r^ is  sp^ 
cial meeting is financial,” said

See COUNTY, Page 3A

By M IKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — Last summer, 
astronaut Lisa Nowak 
was soaring 220 miles 
above Earth, floating in 
the rarefied air of the 
international space sta
tion.

The 43-year-old robotics 
specialist was in quite'a 
different place Monday 
night: A dingy jail among 
suspected drug dealers 
and prostitutes.

Nowak, a married moth
er of three who police 
believe was in a love tri
angle with a fellow astro
naut, was charged with 
trying to abduct a woman 
she saw as her romantic 
rival, authorities said.

Nowak faces charges 
Including attempted kid
napping, attempted vehi
cle burglary with battery, 
destruction of evidence 
and battery. She was 
scheduled to make a court 
appearance Tuesday.

Police said she drove 
900 miles, donned a dis-

t
Usa ' Nowak has baen 
chaffed with attem pt ad kid
napping.

guise and was armed with 
a BB gun and pepper 
spray when she confront
ed a woman she believed 
was a competitor for the 
affections of Navy Cmdr. 
William Oefeleln.

Nowak and Oefelein, 41,

See KIDNAP, Page 3A
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Take Note

• THE 5TH ANNUAL RELAY RASCAL 
RAZZMATAZZ will be held at 10 a.m. Feb. 24, in the 
Big Spring Municipal Auditorium. Entry forms are 
available at KBST and the Big Spring Area Chamber 
of Commerce. Entry deadline is Feb. 20.

• THE CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLISTS 
ASSOCIATION meets at 7 p.m. on the second Monday 
of each month at the TravelCenters of American truck 
stop.

• NEW UFE MINISTRIES Church of^God In Christ 
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal Is free.

Call 264-0771 for more information.

• THE PET PATROL helps locate lost pets and own
ers of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa
tion. call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. C^l Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

Support Groups

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

FARMERS*

Tommy Churottw M 

2303 Qodad
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Police blotter
HOWARD COUNTY SHERIFF’S POSSE WILL 

MEET at 7 p.m. today at the Posse Clubhouse, 7 miles 
west on the Andrews Highway (Hwy. 176). Everyone is 
invited. The group participates in the Pony Express, 
has a search and rescue team and takes part in other 
activities throughout the year. For more information, 
contact Bert Sheppard at 263-4483 or 932-0016 or Jay 
freeze at 267-7077 or 517-0177.

• IMMACULATE HEART AND SACRED HEART 
YOUTH GROUP SPONSORS are hosting a 
Valentine’s Dance on Saturday firom 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. in 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church Hall, 1009 
Hearn. Cost is $5 per person, adults only; no one under 
18 will be allowed in. Joel Perez will be the DJ. Door 
prizes, donated by local businesses, will be given 
away. Funds raised will go to help the church’s youth 
groups. For more information, contact Merlinda 
Moron at 816-1231 or Bonnie Loya at 213-1356.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol
lowing activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 a.m. 
today:

• THEFT was reported in the 400 block of Fourth 
Street

• pbsSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA
PHERNALIA was reported in the 300 block of Fourth 
Street

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 400 
block of Lancaster.

• ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 1600 
block of Lancaster.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 1100 block of Johnson.

• AGGRAVATED ROBBERY was reported in the 
500 block of Birdwell Lane.

Sheriffs report

• SAY IT  WITH CAKE FUNDRAISER TO BENE
FIT RELAY FOR LIFE orders are being taken until 
Feb. 9. Personalized heart-shaped cakes in either 8- 
inch size for $5 or 5-inch size for $3.50. Your choice of 
chocolate or vanilla. Delivery is availble. Contact 
Angel Sosa at 264-4108 or Georgia Torres at 267-1312.

• THE POWWOW COMMITTEE OF BIG SPRING
is planning its 2007 Powwow and is in need of new 
members and volunteers. Anyone interested in Native 
American dancing or Just Interested in helping to 
bring an exciting weekend event to Big Spring is 
encouraged to contact Robert Downing at 263-3255 or 
Randy McKinney at 267-4843.

• CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP IS COL
LECTING INFANT CAR SEATS AND CARRIERS.
These are given to new mothers who cannot afford 
them.

To donate your old or new car seats and carriers, 
call Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at 
Christ Community Fellowship, 263-love. All donations 
are appreciated.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. ’This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy 

t Koger at 267-7809.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 41 inmates at the time of this report.

• KEVIN PATRICK THOMAS, 18, was arrested 
Monday on charges of displaying an expired registra
tion and allowing a child between 4 and 14 years to 
ride without a safety belt.

• ROBERT DIAZ JR., 24, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on charges of bondsman off bond for bur
glary of a building and felony failure to appear.

• LANCE W AYP^ BIDDLE LAND, 17, was arrest
ed Monday by DPS on charges of evading arrest or 
detention, minor in possession of an alcoholic bever
age and minor in consumption of an alcoholic bever
age.

• AIMEE WILEY, 23, was transferred to the county 
Jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of driving while 
license suspended/invalid.

• ELISA SANCHEZ ORTIZ. 23, was arrested 
Monday by DPS on a charge of theft by check.

• LUIS ADOLFO PENA, 28, was arrested Monday by 
the HCSO on charges of possession of a controlled 
substance, possession of marijuana - two ounces or 
less and a motion to revoke probation for driving 
while intoxicated - second offense.

• WALLACE TERRY VIASANA, 52, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of alcoholic beverage 
possession in a motor vehicle and violation of a 
promise to appear.

• FRANK LEE JACKSON. 48. was transferred to the 
county Jail Monday by the BISPD on a charge of unlaw
fully carrying a weapon.

• JEREMY JOHN MILLER. 29, was arrested 
Monday by DPS on charges of evading arrest or deten
tion with a vehicle and driving while license invalid 
with a previous conviction.

• AUDREY ANN AGUERO, 25, was arrested 
M on^y bY,th^,)lQ^O on a motlo^.^gjifp^o ĵ-

theit. ..• • / ,,i,;
I • GLORIA GARZA, 49, wa$ ieu*reste<ir Tuesday hy the 
HCSO on charges of parent contributing to the non- 
attendance of a child, possession of a dangerous drug 
and possession of marijuana • two ounces or less.

Fire/EMS

of

of

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to 
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring.

If you can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 
p.m.

• LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept
ing appointments ff*om 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking 
legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and.child support issues, social secu
rity cases, employment and housing may contact the 
office to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are 
not accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu
ments should csill the office Immediately at 800-926- 
5630 or 432-6864)647.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block 
Craigmont. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of Scott. 
Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of E. 14th 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of E. 
Sixth Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 2400 
block of W. Fourth Street. One person was transport
ed to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of 
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to the VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 7900 block of 
Highway 350. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

Lottery
’TUESDAY
• The National Alliance for the Mentally 111 (NAMI) 

support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has 
a mental illness or has a ffriend or family with mental 
illness is invited to participate. Felicia Talley at 
268-3835 for more information.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 1-3-12-27-37. 
Number matching five of five: none.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
ffriends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

Coronado Hills Apartments
I BedrooH • $375 • 2 Bedroon • $475 • 3 BoBooai • $575

801 W . M arcy  • 4 3 2 -2 6 7 -6 5 0 0
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Partclng 
a  washer • Dryer Conn.

.joewrrwOrSiKff
2-3 Bedroom

Bulletin Board
If you have Kerne for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald newt room at 263-7331 or email 
edHor4blgsprlngherald.com
TODAY
• League of Latin American Citizens LULAC 

Chapter 4791 meets at 6 p.m. in the board room of the 
YMCA. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Patton at 714-4185 or 263-6351 or 816-6%2. .

• Texas Motorcycle Rights Association meets at 7 
p.m. in the Spanish Inn. The public is invited. Call 
268-6421 for more information.

• VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall, 
500 Driver Road.

• Sheriffs Posse meets at 7 p.m. in the clubhouse 
on the Andrews Highway.

• Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Texas 
Chapter meets at 2 , p.m. in the Howard County 
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

• Howard County Sheriffs Posse meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Posse Clubhouse, 7 miles west on the Andrews 
Highway (Hwy. 176).

• Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity Center 
at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267- 
6479.

• Friends of the Librai^y meets at noon in the 
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

• Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the 
Railroad Museum located at Second and Main 
streets.

• American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 
3203 W. Highway 80.

• ’The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E. 
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For 
more infoynnation contact Lola Lam b«t 268^$^ er

**‘yi^^^'aifavlriglhla MdClain at 263-8407'.
• Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New 

members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more infor
mation.

• Staked Plains Lodge No. 598 meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
221 Main. Meal served. Meeting at 7 p.m. .

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267- 
7281.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane.

Weather
Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 40s. South 

winds around 10 mph.
Wednesday...Sunny. Highs in the lower 70s. Light 

and variable winds becoming southeast around 10 
mph in the afternoon.

Wednesday night...lncreaslng clouds. Patchy fog 
after midnight. Lows in the upper 30s. East winds 
around 10 mph.

Thursday...Mostly cloudy. Cooler. Patchy fog in the 
morning. Highs in the upper 50s. Northeast winds 
around 10 mph.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 
30s.

Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 60.
Friday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s.
Saturday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.
Saturday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower 

30s.
Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s.
Sunday night...Mostly cloudy with isolated showers. 

Lows around 40.
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 13-17-29-31. Bonus Ball: 9. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-1-2
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Bush’k 2008 budget proposal
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Democrats say floor 
debate on Iraq inevitable

___-r:'

BUDGET
Continued from Page lA

duce a surplus only on 
paper by using overly 
optimistic assumptions 
about how much revenue 
the economy will gener
ate over the next five 
years and by leaving out 
expensive items such as 
further war costs after 
2009 or providing money 
beyond this year to fix the 
alternative minimum tax 
so that it doesn’t hit mil
lions of middle-income 
taxpayers.

“This budget is Just dis
connected from reality,” 
said Senate Budget 
Committee Chairman 
Kent Conrad, D-N.D.

House Budget
Comihittee Chairman 
John Spratt, D-S.C., said 
he doubted Bush’s plan 
would garner much sup
port from Democrats or 
Republicans, calling the 
surplus projection “a very 
improbable assumption to 
say the least.”

The task facing the 
Democrats is no less 
daunting. When
Republicans were in con
trol last year, they failed 
to pass the appropriations 
hills needed to operate 
most government agen

cies, falling back on a 
stopgap spending mea
sure that Congress is still 
grappling with four 
mon^s into the current 
budget year.

Democrats are pledging 
to do better. Conrad said 
the Democratic alterna
tive to the Bush budget 
would adopt a more fis
cally responsible pay-as- 
you go approach that will 
require any new tax cuts 
or spending increases in 
government benefit pro
grams to be paid for.

Democrats pledged to 
restore Bush’s cuts in 
such programs as low- 
income heating subsidies. 
Head Start for preschool 
children and rural health 
care programs.

Bush also proposed 
eliminating or sharply 
reducing 141 federal pro
grams at a savings of $12 
billion. Congress has 
ignored many of the same 
recommendations in pre
vious Bush budgets.

Bush proposed a few 
high-profile spending 
boosts, such as an 
increase in the maximum 
Pell grant for low-income 
students, from the cur
rent $4,050 to $4,600. The 
$15 billion cost over five 
years would largely be 
home by cutting subsi
dies to lenders issuing

student loans.
The president’s budget 

also included the initia
tive he featured in his 
State of the Union address 
to expand health care cov
erage for the uninsured 
through a complex 
approach that would 
make employee-provided 
health Insurance taxable 
but give every family a 
$15,000 tax deduction in 
an effort to encourage 
those who don’t get health 
insurance through their 
employees to purchase 
policies.

Democrats strongly 
oppose the idea, saying it 
would encourage busi
nesses to drop their cov
erage.

The Bush proposal also 
contains $78 billion in 
cuts over five years In the 
government’s big health 
care programs. Medicare 
for the elderly and dis
abled and M^lcaid for 
the poor.

The administration 
would impose about $10 
billion over five years in 
higher premiums on 
wealthier Medicare recip
ients and trim payments 
to hospitals and other 
health care providers. 
Congress rejected a less 
ambitious package of 
spending reductions last 
year.

WASHING'TON (AP) -  
A lengthy Senate floor 
debate on the Iraq war is 
inevitable, despite a 
Republican effort to block 
it. Democrats say.

Following a procedural 
vote Monday that side
tracked a resolution on 
the war, Democrats said 
they would eventually 
find a way to pat each 
senator on record.

On the table is a non- 
blndlng resolution backed 
by several Republicans 
and most Democrats that 
would state Senate oppo
sition to Presidem Bush’s 
plan to send 21,500 more 
troops to Iraq.

“The president must 
hear from Congress, so he 
knows he stands in the 
wrong place — alone,” 
said Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D- 
Nev.

The measure. If passed, 
would be a stinging cri
tique of Bush’s decision 
to deepen the U.S. mili
tary commitmenrin Iraq. 
Bush'has said the extra 
troops are needed to calm 
sectarian violence in 
Baghdad and the western 
Anbar province.

Republicans denied 
assertions that they were 
trying to block a vote on 
the measure, saying that 
they were seeking fair

rules and consideration of 
a GOP alternative mea
sure.

“As far as stalling, 
we’ve got a week here 
where we can have a full 
debate. But we insist on it 
being a full debate and a 
fair one,” said Senate 
Minority Whip Trent 
Lott, R-Miss.

Negotiations on how to 
move forward on the 
debate were expected to 
continue today, as 
Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates headed to Capitol 
Hill to testify on Bush’s 
$624.6 billion request in 
defense spending.

The spending request 
marks the first time Bush 
has offered an estimate of 
how much the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan will 
cost a year in advance.

Gates planned to testify 
before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee 
alongside Marine Corps 
Gen. Peter Pace, chair
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Tina Jonas, the 
Pentagon comptroller.

While the hefty budget 
will be a primary focus, 
panel members were 
expected to use the venue 
to air their grievances on 
Iraq.

The two political parties 
were at odds Monday 
after Democrats refused

to give equal considera
tion during the debate to 
a Republican proposal by 
Sen. Judd Gregg, R-N.H., 
which would protect 
funding for troops in com
bat.

While Democrats are 
largely supportive of the 
Gregg measure, they 
want to limit debate to 
only two proposals: one 
by Sen. John Warner, R- 
Va., that states opposition 
to the troop buildup, and 
another by Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., that 
would support the presi
dent’s position.

Several leading Demo
crats have endorsed 
Warner’s measure. Inclu
ding Sens. Barack Obama 
of Illinois and Edward M. 
Kennedy of Massachu
setts, but many Repub
licans were reluctant to 
say how thejwvould vote.

Sens. John Sununu of 
New Hampshire, George 
Voinovlch of Ohio, Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska and 
Arlen Specter of 
Pennsylvania were each 
considered GOP wild 
cards In the vote.

Specter said he wanted 
to hear out other mem
bers before deciding what 
to do.

“ It’s a big issue,” 
Specter said. “We need to 
debate it.”'

CRIME
Continued from Page lA

For the second year in a 
row, there were no offens
es involving firearms! at

_______________________st_

KIDNAP
Contmoed from Page lA ’  ̂ '

were both first-time fliers 
during separate shuttle 
missions last year. They 
trained together but 
never flew together.

Nowak told police that 
her relationship with 
Oefelein, who Is unmar
ried, was “more than a 
working relationship but 
less than a romantic rela
tionship,” according to an 
arrest affidavit. Police 
officers recovered a love 
letter to Oefelein in her 
car.

Nowak believed a 
woman, Colleen Shipman, 
was romantically
involved with Oefelein, 
authorities said. When 
Nowak found out that 
Shipman was flying to 
Orlando from Houston, 
Nowak decided to con
front her early Monday, 
according to the arrest 
affidavit.

Nowak raced from 
Houston to Orlando wear
ing diapers in the car so 
she wouldn’t have to stop 
to go to the bathroom, 
authorities said.
Astronauts wear diapers 
during launch and re
entry.

Dressed in a wig and a 
trench coat, Nowak wait
ed for Shipman’s plane to 
land and then boarded the 
same airport shuttle bus 
Shipman took to get to 
her car, police said. 
Shipman told police she 
noticed someone follow
ing her, hurried inside 
the car and locked the 
doors, according to the 
arrest affidavit.

COUNTY
Continued from Page lA

Barr. “The county’s 
financial statements 
expected to be the focus, 
and we may go Into the 
budget a little, but I  don’t 
expect anything In- 
depffi.”

The results of the meet
ing were not available at 
press time.

Nowak rapped on the 
window, t r l^  to open the 
cju door and ask|^ for a 
ride. Shipman refused but 
rolled down the car win
dow a few inches when 
Nowak started crying. 
Nowak then sprayed a 
chemical into Shipman’s 
car, the affidavit said. 
Shipman drove to the 
parking lot booth, and the 
police were called.

An officer reported fol
lowing Nowak and watch
ing her throw away a bag 
containing the wig and 
BB gun. Police also found 
a steel mallet, a 4-inch 
folding knife, rubber tub
ing, $6(X) and garbage 
bags inside a bag Nowak 
was carrying when she 
was arrested, authorities 
said.

It was not Immediately 
known whether Nowak 
had an attorney. Oefelein 
and Shipman, who the 
Houston Chronicle said 
worked at Patrick Air 
Force Base near the 
Kennedy Space Center,

did not return phone mes
sages Mondaj) hight.
,,, Jn9|l(̂ 9 ,?lowal|(’9. vehicle, 
which was parked at a 
nearby motel, authorities 
uncovered a pepper spray 
package, an unused BB- 
gun cartridge, latex 
gloves and e-mails 
between Shipman and 
Oefelein.

They also found a letter 
“that indicated how much 
Mrs. Nowak loved Mr. 
Oefelein,” an opened 
package for a buck knife, 
Shipman’s home address 
and hand written direc
tions to the address, the 
arrest affidavit said.

Police said Nowak told 
them that she only want
ed to scai% Shipman into 
talking to her about her 
relationship ' with 
Oefelein and didn’t want 
to harm her physically.

“ If you were just going 
to talk to someone, I don’t 
know that you would 
need a wig, a trench coat, 
an air cartridge BB gun 
and pepper spray.” said

Sgt. Barbara Jones, a 
spokeswoman fbr the 
Orlando Police
Department. “ I f ’i  'Just 
really a very sad case.”

NASA spokesman 
James HartsHeld in 
Houston said that, as of 
Monday, Nowak’s status 
with the astronaut corps 
remained unchanged. 
“What will happen 
beyond that, I will not 
speculate,” he said.

Hartsfleld said he could
n’t recall the last time an 
astronaut was arrested 
and said there were no 
rules against fraternizing 
among astronauts.

According to NASA’s 
official biography, Nowak 
is a U.S. Naval Academy 
graduate who has a mas
ter’s degree in aeronauti
cal engineering. She has a 
teenage son and younger 
twin girls. She rode 
aboard Discovery in July.

Oefelein piloted the 
space shuttle Discovery 
In December. He has two 
children.

BSISD campuses.
'Two categories reported 

Increases. There were 
five reports of assault on 
BSISD campuses in 2005- 
2006, compared to two the 
previous year, while inci
dents involving alcohol 
jumped from one to three, 
statistics show.

Again, Downes pointed 
to preventive measures, 
for the overall drop in 
reported offenses.

"We credit this to char
acter education programs

at each campus,” he said. 
“Both programs have 
proved to be effective and 
the students are respond
ing ... We’re teaching kids 
to be good kids — that’s 
one of our district goals.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331, 
ext. 234,'or tty t-maii-at 
.repqrferCtiplgfpri^tgher- 
ald.com.
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24th & Johnson 267-8288 

Charles Baker. 78, died 
Friday. Funeral Services 
will be at 2:00 PM 
Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with bur
ial at Coahoma 
Cemetery.
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Heflin on track 
with his call to 
reinstate CHIP
A fter having praised State Sen. Kel 

Seliger for filing a bill to end TAKS 
testing at the high school level, it’s 
time to also give State Rep. Joe Heflin 

his due for filing a bill to restore health coverage 
to hunctroils of thousands o f Texas children 
through the Children ’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP).

In 200.1, the Texas Legislature reduced state 
funding for CHIP and made enrollment in the 
program more diff icult — in effect balancing the 
state budget in part on the back o f children from 
low income families.

Since those policies were enacted four years 
ago, Heflin noted, almost 200,000 children across 
the state have lost their health coverage.

Joining dozens o f other House members to 
advocate and raise awareness for the repeal o f 
the restrictive CHIP policies, the Crosbyton 
Democrat noted that in the District 85 alone, 
CHIP enrollment numbers have dropped by 
more than half.

“ Children should be a number one priority, 
and that is why we need to refund CHIP, so ch il
dren can have the access they need to health 
insurance," Heflin said.

We couldn’t agree more.
Restoring the CHIP program to pre-2(X)3 enroll

ment levels should not cost the state additional 
money. According to Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission statistics, the state left 
$400 million in state funds dedicated for CHIP 
and Children’s Medicaid unspent during the 2006 
budget year.

As Heflin noted, those dollars could easily 
cover every child that has lost CHIP coverage 
since 2003.

“The money is there to do the right thing and 
to help working families who cannot afford pri
vate health insurance, Heflin said. “CHIP gives 
the children o f those hard working families 
health insurance, so they can grow up happy and 
healthy.”

To our way of looking at things, that’s an obser
vation that nobody could or should argue with.

How To Contact Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers* opinions. 
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us;
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bin McClellan

at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Letter po licies

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also bo e- 
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.comA Small Prayer

Don’t underestimate antiwar forces
A the growing influ-

■  ffence  of the antiwar 
I / / l e f t  in this country,
W  W particularly embold

ened by the November congres
sional elections, I fear for our 
nation as I consider the strong 
possibility it could elect a liberal, 
antiwar commander in chief dur
ing wartime.

“Chill out,” you say.
"These people have 
been protesting for 
years. They’re just 
fringe extremists and 
no one listens to 
them.”

Really? It would be 
nice if they could be 
so easily dismissed. David
But these so-called Limbaugh
extremists — many o f ___________
them Sixties radicals 
— just happen to dominate our 
universities, and their sympathiz
ers “own” the mainstream media. 
There are far more of them in gov
ernment and politics than you 
think, and their impact is signifi
cant.

One of them would be comman
der in chief today but for some 
120,000 votes in Ohio, or the noble 
efforts of certain Swift Boat patri
ots to highlight the other side of 
his military record.

People are way too casual about 
all of this. Surely someone as dis
tinguished and powerful as John 
Kerry couldn’t conceivably be con
temptuous of this country. Indeed, 
every time Kerry uttered an 
America-bashing remark or 
expressed his willingness to com
promise American sovereignty 
during the 2004 campaign, his 
weary defenders adamantly denied 
his words should be understood by 
their plain meaning.

But no matter what new excuses 
they’d come up with, they couldn’t 
alter the fact that Kerry’s expres
sions had been consistent since he 
ca*qe home from the Vietnam War 
and falsely accused his fellow sol

diers — en masse — of unspeak
able war atrocities. And though he 
indignantly denied the unmistak
able intent of his words derogating 
today’s soldiers and tried to pass 
them off as a bad joke, most peo
ple knew better.

Any remaining doubt as to his 
jaundiced predisposition against 
many things great and good in 
this country should be removed by 
his most recent performance at a 
world economic forum in Davos, 
Switzerland.

As all but those locked in closets 
know, Kerry said Bush adminis
tration foreign policy had caused 
the United States to become “a 
sort of international pariah for a 
nurnber of reasons.” And, no.
Kerry wasa’t just talking about 
what foreigners think of us. He 
was telling us what he thinks.

The almost 44th president of the 
United States amplified on the 
point. “When we walk away from 
global warming, Kyoto, when we 
are irresponsibly slow in moving 
toward AIDS in Africa, when we 
didn’t advance and live up to our 
own rhetoric and standards, we 
[send] a terrible message of duplic
ity and hypocrisy.”

But wait, there’s more. And even 
considering the liberal bias of the 
media, it’s amazing these addition
al statements didn’t get more press 
than they did. Kerry announced 
his support for Iran’s right to use 
civilian nuclear technology and 
said the West should withdraw its 
prerequisites for the resumption 
of nuclear talks with Iran.

He then said that Americans 
have an “unfortunate habit” of 
seeing the world “exclusively 
through an American lens.” They 
only find out how different (read; 
more reasonable) the world is 
when they travel outside the 
United States.

As if all this weren’t enough, 
Kerry voiced his agreement with 
Iran’s former president Seyed 
Mohammad Khatami that violence

in the Middle East “ increased 
after the occupation of 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Bln 
Ladenism.”

“Fine,” you say, “but so what? 
Kerry’s irrelevant now, so you 
should focus your energies else
where.”

Don’t fool yourself. Kerry is still 
a U.S. senator. His party chose 
him to be its standard bearer in 
2(X)4. Four years earlier it chose 
the increasingly hysterical A1 
Gore. Now it appears ready to 
nominate Hillary Clinton or 
Barack Obama, both of whom are 
decidedly liberal, and both of 
whom are just as decidedly decep
tive about it.

Though the adoring media feign 
obliviousness, Hillary is busy 
tying herself in knots avoiding, 
explaining and denying her previ
ous statements and actions in sup
port of the war in Iraq and Obama 
is proposing unspeakably reckless 
legislation to withdraw our troops 
on a not-too-distant date certain.

In the meantime, while Hillary 
and Obama are pandering to their 
base, and Kerry is slobbering all 
over foreign tyrants and excoriat
ing his own country. Congress, 
including many Republicans, is 
threatening to oppose President 
Bush’s troop surge in Iraq.

With one party having its head 
firmly planted in the sand con
cerning the war on terror and the 
other having far too many imita
tors who seem hell-bent on prov
ing the United States doesn’t have 
the stomach for this war, we can 
only hope those with a more sober 
and realistic perspective will per
severe in their support for 
American policy and American 
troops.

To find out more about David , 
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaunh.com.
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No let up in fighting over schoois

by K. Rae Anderson
May we let You, Lord, run the show.

Amen

Education,
Shows our worst;

Need my kids.
To come in first.

Sy o now it seems the U.S. 
Dept, of Education (DOE)

I has concluded that public 
y schools, overall, peiibrm 

just about as well as private 
schools, overall. 'That’s no skin off 
the president’s nose. His push for 
the privates in No Child Left 
Behind was simply to placate the 
Christian Right, not promote bet
ter education. It’s the true believ
ers’ problem, not his.

But does that DOE 
study really tell us 
anything useftil?
Probably not. Schools 
in Impoverished dis
tricts are still lousy, 
while those in rich 
towns are still fine.
High school sopho
mores in ghettos still 
score impossibly low, 
while those in 
Ritzville are astro- = 1= = ;  
nomical.

Unfortunately averaging those 
wildly disparate results tells us 
less than we knew before. Unless 
of course you’re a teachers’ union. 
Then even the meaningless aver
age provides apparent vindication 
for public education.

And private schools can indeed 
be nearly as diverse (bad) as the 
publics. Some parochials in 
^ rth em  ghettos do ^ r l y  too, as 
do Southern “acadenues,” aim ^ 
chiefly at getting white kids out of 
Mack schools.

tiu
COIUNS

At the Other end of the scale are 
the rich privates. We attended a 
party at one the other night. The 
parents were from nearby splendid 
suburbs with spectacular public 
schools. So why do they spend 
that extra money to go private? To 
make sure their kid gets that little 
extra edge in today’s wealthy soci
ety, that’s why.

But putting the president’s mis
guided education policies aside, 
the gut issue over schools today, 
as usual, remains money. In every 
state save Hawaii, rich, poor, and 
average towns alike feel that the 
other guy is getting a better shake 
fYom the state’s distribution for
mula. It isn’t school quality that’s 
at stake here, it’s taxes. First 
things first, after all. In the recent 
election around here, lawmakers 
fYom every town ran campaigns 
based on changing the state for
mula, with those fYom poor places 
and the prosperous places equally 
sure that they were getting 
gypped.

Now you might expect that with 
all the hype during this Black 
History season, integration would 
be a big issue too. After all,
Martin Luther King preached that 
he wanted his kids sitting next to 
white kids in class. Otherwise 
they would get shortchanged by 
the government. Of course he was 
right, but he’s dead, and his suc
cessors, however deidlcated, have 
not been able to keep up the same 
intensity of that crusade. 
Consequently America is as segre
gated today as in King’s day, and 
poor Seattle is being sued for sim

ply maintaining that level of inte
gration which it already has.

But if stagnant test scores and 
mired integration make you sad, 
the problems of equalizing educa
tion overall should spur you to 
total despair. For example this col
umn used to pontificate about 
steering resources into Head Start, 
pre-school, 0-3 education, and pre
natal care. Very insightful, right? 
Well, now a study has come out 
saying that pre-natal care is too 
late! OK coach, now what?

The scary part of that revelation 
is that we can no longer get by 
with the simple notion that just 
providing special care to poor kids 
will cure society. It won’t. We 
have to deal with their parents 
too. It turns out that for all kids to 
do well, everyone needs to have 
enough food, a place to live, health 
care, a job, and exemption fYom 
being sent to languish in jail on 
puny charges. Otherwise our 
progress on schools will remain 
glacial.

Well, if it takes all that to 
upgrade education, maybe it’s just 
not worth it. We’re surviving OK 
now, and new Immigrant kids 
seem eventually able to penetrate 
the system. Our society may sim
ply not be able to afford equality. 
To achieve it some of us might 
actually have to sacrifice.

Columnist William A. Collins is a 
former state representative and a 
former mayor o f Norwalk, Conn.
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Bird Poop:

Rescuer’s concern for owl outweighed his own pain
efore dawn, the 
wind against the 
windows con
firmed the 

weather forec^t. 
Promised in the early 
morning hours, the 
southwesterly gusts 
encouraged 
the weather 
stripping to 
sing. Since 
it was 
impossible
to sleep MAinJ 
with the 
incessant 
howling, 
th»man 
decided to
get an early M cC a s l a n d  
start on the
long day. ____________

As the
pickup headed into the 
wind, he checked the 
ranch’s fence line for any 
breaks. Almost to the 
gate after some 15 miles, 
the man noticed in the 
distance something 
caught and flapping on 
the top strand of barbed 
wire. "Another plastic 
bag," he thought.

Although employed to 
accomplish many of the 
jobs required by a work
ing ranch, the man took 
a personal pride in the 
land that had sustained 
him and his wife for 
years. Daily he saw the 
effects of paper, plastics 
and cans carelessly dis

carded along the road
way.

Approaching the flutter
ing object, he realized 
that what was caught on 
the wire was the wing of 
a bam owl. Fortunately, 
the raptor’s feet were 
supported by another 
strand of wire and coyote 
fencing. Otherwise, it 
would have had all of its 
weight on the captured 
wing.

In a hurry to free the 
owl from the wire, he 
never even thought of the 
leather gloves on the seat 
beside him. Quietly clos
ing the truck’s door, he 
walked toward the strug
gling and frightened bird. 
Without another thought, 
he grabbed the predator 
bare-handed. As he 
pressed the owl against 
his chest, he freed the 
bird from the barbs and 
carefully folded the 
injured wing toward the 
body. At that moment, 
having wiggled enough to 
free a leg, the bird sank 
four talons into the 
man’s hand.

“What did you do 
then?” I ask^, as the 
owl’s rescuer described 
his latest bird adventure. 
Having already brought 
us a golden eagle, he was 
capable of many chal
lenges. He continued by 
saying that choices had 
to be made. If he let go of

the bird, he might not be 
able to catch it again. 
Since he knew it was 
injured, he felt he must 
hold on to the owl and 

^omehow free his hand 
Trom the painful grip.

Sitting down, he held 
the owl in his lap. Three 
of the talons were in the 
palm of his hand. Slowly 
he pried each sharp 
hooked claw out of his 
flesh. While keeping the 
bird from using those 
talons, he pulled the last 
long, sharp nail from the 
back of his hand.

With the barn owl’s 
legs under control, the 
man extended the injured 
wing for a closer look. 
Upon delivering the bird 
to us, he commented that 
he thought no bones 
were broken.

Later that day, I called 
him to confirm that 
miraculously no bones 
were affected. While one 
barb had cut a thin line 
in the skin on the under
side of the wing, the 
other barbs had only 
inflicted small punctures. 
Because the owl had been 
found early during such 
an ordeal, we felt it had 
been spared damage that 
would warrant amputa
tion or euthanasia.

During our conversa
tion, 1 told the man that 
when releasin'g barn 
owls, their silent flight

over open country was 
our reward. A gift of 
nature had equipped 
them with soft edged 
feathers that reduced any 
sound emitted by the 
flow of air over their 
wings. Through the years 
we have come to appreci
ate not only their eye
sight, but their ability to 
locate their prey by hear
ing. When their eyes 
might be deceived by the 
darkest of nights, the 
owls could still detect the 
slightest movement of 
their next meal.

As we closed our chat, I 
asked the man about his 
hand. “ It’ll be fine in a 
few days,” was his 
answer.

Having had the same 
experiencev I knew that 
the harder you try to 
remove a raptor’s talons, 
the tighter it will grip. In 
spite of the excruciating 
pain, the man had put 
the owl’s survival as his 
first priority.

The next day we deliv
ered the barn owl to the 
wildlife center in 
Lubbock.

Admini.stering antibi
otics and anti-inflamma
tory medications, Gail 
Barnes confirmed that 
the bird had no broken 
bones and would proba
bly be releasable.

Twenty-two days later, 
we shared the good news

CoartMir pkoto

Known by its heart shaped face and email dark eyes, the 
bam owl is a nocturnal predator. Although Its upper feath
ers are a golden brown, the male bird is often called a 
“white owl" because Hs under feathers are white to creamy 
on chest and wings.

of the owl’s release with 
the man who had found 
it hanging on a fence “ in 
the middle of nowhere.”

Bebe McCasland is fed
erally and state licensed 
to rehabilitate wild birds.

Is the FBI’s Internet survellance legal? Good question

T homas

Jenkins

B e careful. The 
federal govern
ment is listen
ing... and read

ing... and recording.
Paranoia? Maybe not. 

as the FBI appears to 
have adopted an invasive 
Internet surveillance 
technique that collects 
far more data on inno
cent Americans than pre
viously disclosed.

Instead of ____ —_____
recording 
only what a 
particular 
suspect is 
doing, 
agents con
ducting 
invest iga 
tions appear 
to be assem
bling the 
activities of
thousands ____________
of Internet — — —  
users at a time into mas
sive databases, according 
to current and former 
officials. That database 
can subsequently be 
queried for names, e-mail 
addresses or keywords.

The FBI’s use of 
Internet wiretapping 
appears to involve col
lecting data on thousands 
of innocent users, with 
that information being 
loaded into a searchable 
database.

Such a technique is 
broader and potentially 
more intrusive than the 
FBI’s Carnivore surveil
lance system, later 
renam^ DCSIOOO. It rais
es concerns similar to 
those stirred by wide
spread Internet monitor 
Ing that the National 
Security Agency is said 
to have done, according 
to documents that have 
surfaced in one federal 
lawsuit, and may stretch 
the bounds of what’s 
legally permissible.

Call it the vacuum- 
cleaner approach.

It’s employed when 
police have obtained a 
court order and an 
Internet service provider 
can’t “ Isolate the particu
lar person or IP address” 
because of technical con
straints, says Paul Ohm. 
a former trial attorney at 
the Justice Department’s 
Computer Crime and 
Intellectual Property 
Section.

That kind of fUll-pipe 
surveillance can record

all Internet traffic, 
including Web browsing 
— or, optionally, only 
certain subsets such as 
all e-mail messages flow
ing through the netwbrk. 
Interception typically 
takes place Inside an 
Internet provider’s net
work at the junction 
point of a router or net
work switch.

Makes you think about 
the last ditzy thing you 
searched for on the 
Internet, thinking no one 
was looking, doesn’t it?

'The technique recently 
came to light at the 
Search & Seizure in the 
Digital Age symposium 
held at Stanford 
University’s law school. 
Ohm, who is now a law 
professor at the ‘ 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder, and Richard . 
Downing, a CCIPS assis
tant deputy chief, dis
cussed it during the sym
posium.

Ohm said that full-pipe 
recording has become 
federal agents’ default 
method for Internet sur
veillance. "You collect 
wherever you can on the

(network) segment,” he 
said. “ If it happens to be 
the segment that has a 
lot of IP addresses, you 
don’t throw away the 
other IP addresses. You 
do that after the fact. You 
intercept first and you 
use whatever filtering, 
data mining to get at the 
iiiformation about the 
person you’re trying to 
monitor.”

Justice Department rep 
resentatives would not 
immediately answer 
questions about the sur
veillance technique. 
Surprised, right?

“What they’re doing is 
even worse than 
Carnivore,” said Kevin 
Bankston, a staff attorney 
at the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation who attended 
the Stanford event.
“What they’re doing is 
intercepting everyone 
and then choosing their 
targets.”

When the FBI 
announced two years ago 
it had abandoned 
Carnivore, news reports 
said that the bureau 
would increasingly rely 
on Internet providers to

conduct the surveillance 
and reimburse them for 
costs. While Carnivore 
was the subject of con
gressional scrutiny and 
outside audits, the FBI’s 
current Internet eaves- * 
dropping techniques have 
received little attention, c

Carnivore apparently.. ,i 
did not perform full-pipe 
recording. A technical 
report from December 
2000 prepared for the 
Justice Department said 
that Carnivore “accumu
lates no data other than 
that which passes its fil
ters” and that it saves 
packets “for later analy
sis only after they are 
positively linked by the 
filter settings to a tar
get."

One reason why the 
full-pipe technique raises 
novel legal questions is 
that under federal law. 
the FBI must perform 
what’s called “minimiza
tion."

Federal law says that 
agents must “minimize 
the interception of com
munications not other
wise subject to intercep
tion” and keep the super
vising judge Informed of 
what’s happening. 
Minimization is designed 
to provide at least a mod
icum of privacy by limit
ing police eavesdropping 
on innocuous conversa
tions.

Prosecutors routinely 
hold pre-surveillance 
“minimization meetings” 
with investigators to dis

cuss ground rules. 
Common investigatory 
rules permit agents to lis
ten in on a phone call for 
two minutes at a time, 
with at least one minute 
elapsing between the 
spot-monitoring sessions. 

That section of federal

See JENKINS, Page 6A
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Man seeks state com pensation 
a fte r being freed from  ja ii

HOUSTON (AP) — A man who spent 
almost eight years in prison before a 
court overturned his aggravated assault 
conviction plans to seek $200,000 in state 
compensation for his time behind bars.

The Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office said Monday that it will not retry 
Gilbert Amezquita, 29, for the 1988 bru
tal l>eating of a Houston woman who 
was left in a coma for 10 days.

Amezquita was released from custody 
in December after the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals ordered that he be set 
free or given a new trial. The court cited 
ineffective assistance of counsel and 
pointed to evidence that Amezquita’s 
defense attorney never presented in the 
trial.
' “My staff looked at that (Amezquita) 
case very hard and all the evidence 
pointed to someone else," District 
Attorney Chuck Rosenthal said of the 
decision not to retry the case.

Amezquita’s appellate attorney, 
Roland Moore, said the exoneration enti
tles his client to restitution. People 
wrongfully convicted can receive $25,000 
for each year in prison, with a cap of 
$500,000.

Rosenthal said that he would be will
ing to write a letter expressing “actual 
innocence,” which would be required 
for Amezquita to make a claim.

“ I’m glad it’s finally over,” Amezquita 
said. “ I ’m just so glad to be free.”

Kathy Bingham, the woman 
Amezquita was convicted of attacking,

told police that it was “Gilbert” who had 
assaulted her at her father’s plumbing 
company in February 1998.

Amezquita was convicted primarily on 
her eyewitness testimony and sentenced 
to 15 years in prison. Amezquita was an 
Army reservist with no prior criminal 
record.

Moore argued prosecutors had failed 
to consider another person at the com
pany with a similar name, Alonzo 
Gilbert Guerrero, as a suspect.

Bingham said she still thinks 
Amezquita is guilty.

“ I thank God he stayed in prison for as 
long as he did,” she said.

motive for the murder but have ques
tioned the teen.

The children’s school is offering coun
seling to students. Lassetter said the 
family had moved from Abilene and 
recently returned.

“Ella was a giggly little 4-year-old _ the 
sweetest, cackling little laugh you’d ever 
heard,” Lynette Walters, a former neigh
bor of the family, told the newspaper.

Walters and her husband, Butch, said 
the teenager was quiet and seemed like 
a courteous, thoughtful older brother.

The family had moved into their new 
home about a week ago.

animal control was called. The animal 
was captured without Incident and later 
releas^ at a ranch.

The animal was believed to have been 
a pet, which is legal in Texas, because a 
wild bobcat would have been much 
more aggressive, said John Young of the 
Texas Department of Parks and Wildlife 
in Austin.

13-year-old accused of fa ta lly 
stabbing 4-year-old sister

ABILENE (AP) — A 13-year-old boy is 
accused of stabbing his 4-year-old half- 
sister to death, police said.
• The boy faces capital murder charges 

and is being held at the Abilene-Taylor 
County Juvenile Detention Center, said 
Sgt. Tony Lassetter with the Abilene 
Police Department’s youth division. A 
detention hearing is set for Tuesday.

He said the boy called 911 at about 
11:30 p.m. Sunday, indicating someone 
was injured at the home. When police 
arrived, they found Ella Bennett dead in 
a bedroom with multiple stab wounds.

The children’s mother was at work at 
the time, and a baby sitter watching the 
children earlier that evening had left, 
the Abilene Reporter-News reported in 
its online edition Monday.

Lassetter said police do not know the

Bobcat released after wandering 
in to  South Texas g ift shop

EDINBURG (AP) — A bobcat has been 
released after it wandered into the 
Museum of South Texas History’s gift 
shop, where customers briefly mistook 
it for an exhibit before animal control 
officers were called.

The animal apparently entered the 
museum through the front door on 
Saturday and went straight for the gift 

■ shop, said Sandra Luna, the museum’s 
manager. The bobcat, about the size of a 
Labrador, jumped on top of a bookcase 
before sitting next to a basket, she said.

“Everyone was out and we dimmed the 
lights and he just sat there like he 
owned the place,” she said in a story for 
Tuesday’s editions of The (McAllen) 
Monitor. “And for a while there, he 
did.”

Patrons and workers evacuated to an 
office behind the shop while Edinburg

Technicians fo r C onjunto 
Prim avera in ju red in w reck

IRAAN (AP) — Two technicians for 
the Grammy-nominated band Conjunto 
Primavera were seriously injured 
Monday when the driver of a tour bus 
carrying the group’s road crew to 
Odessa lost control and flipped the vehi
cle on its side, authorities said.

Jose Guadalupe Samaniego and J.J. 
Oliver were flown by helicopter to 
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa for 
treatment, Texas Department of Public 
Safety Lt. Larry Saenz said.

Fatima Mendez, a receptionist for 
Fonovisa Records, said the injured were 
technicians for the band.

Driver Rigoberto Morales, 58, and his 
son, Rigoberto Morales Jr., were taken 
to a hospital in Iraan with injuries that 
did not appear to be life-threatening, 
Saenz said.

The accident happened about 12:15 
p.m. along westbound Interstate 10 in 
Pecos County. Iraan is about 70 miles 
southeast of Odessa.

Authorities believe the driver was 
having trouble with the vehicle’s right 
front tire and lost control.

JENKINS
Continued from Page 5A

law mentions only real
time interception — and 
does not explicitly autho
rize the creation of a 
database with informa
tion on thousands of 
innocent targets.

But a nearby sentence 
adds: “ In the event the 
intercepted communica
tion is in a code or for
eign language, and an 
expert in that foreign 
language or code is not 
reasonably available dur 
ing the Interception peri
od, minimization may be 
accomplished as soon as 
practicable after such 
interception.”

Downing, the assistant 
deputy chief at the 
Justice Department’s 
computer crime section, 
pointed to that language

last week. Because digital 
communications amount 
to a foreign language or 
code, he said, federal 
agents are legally permit
ted to record everything 
and sort through it later.

Downing stressed that 
he was not spc'aking on 
behalf of the Justice 
Department. Yeah, right.

"Take a look at the leg
islative history from the 
mid ‘90s,’’ Downing said. 
“ It’s pretty clear from 
that that Congress very 
much intended it to 
apply to electronic types 
of wiretapping.”

EFF’s Bankston dis
agrees. He said that the 
FBI is “collecting and 
apparently storing indefi
nitely the communica
tions of thousands — if 
not hundreds of thou
sands — of innocent 
Americans in violation of 
the Wiretap Act and the 
4th Amendment to the

Constitution.”
Marc Rotenberg, direc

tor of the Electronic 
Privacy Information 
Center in Washington, 
D.C., said a reasonable 
approach would be to 
require that federal 
agents only receive infor
mation that’s explicitly 
permitted by the court 
order. “The obligation 
should be on both the 
(Internet provider) and 
the government to make 
sure that only the infor
mation responsive to the 
warrant is disclosed to 
the government,” he said.

Courts have b^n 
'wrestling with minimiza
tion requirements for 
over a generation. In a 
1978 Supreme Court deci
sion, Scott V. United 
States, the justices 
upheld police wiretaps of 
people suspected of sell
ing illegal drugs.

But in his majority

opinion. Justice William 
Rehnquist said that 
broad monitoring to nab 
one suspect might go too 
far.

“ If the agents are per
mitted to tap a public 
telephone b^ause one 
individual is thought to 
be placing bets over the 
phone, substantial doubts 
as to minimization may 
arise if the agents listen 
to every call which goes 
out over that phone 
regardless of who places 
the call," wrote 
Rehnquist.

Another u n ^ w e r ^ , 
question is whether a " 
database of record^ ‘ 
internet communications 
can legally be mined for 
information about unre 
lated criminal offenses 
such as drug use, copy
right infringement or tax 
crimes.

One 1978 case, U.S. v. 
Pine, said that investiga

tors could continue to lis
ten in on a telephone line 
when other illegal activi
ties — not specified in 
the original wiretap 
order — were being dis
cussed.

Those discussions could 
then be used against a 
defendant in a criminal 
prosecution.

Ohm, the former 
Justice Department attor
ney who presented a 
paper on the Fourth 
Amendment, said he has 
doubts about the consti

tutionality of full-pipe 
recording.

“The question that’s 
interesting, although I 
don’t know whether it’s 
so clear, is whether this 
is illegal, whether it’s 
constitutional,” he said. 
“ Is Congress even aware 
they’re doing this? I don’t 
know the answers.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com
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D e a r J o n  D e e r
Jon Deer lived In the woods 

most of his life. He was a 
very nice deer. He was also a 
very handsome deer, with 
antlers that were big and 
beautiful.

Winter was Just about over 
now and Jon had been wor
ried that they would not have 
enough fo o i to last through 
the k>rig, cold season. They 
could always find something 
to eat. but It was not always 
something they liked.
Jon and his family loved 
corn. Do you like corn too? 
Jon Deer and all o f his family 
loved corn on the cob most 
o f all. But corn does not 
grow In the wintertime. Jon 
decided that he would never 
let his family run out of corn 
again when winter came.

Jon wanted to plant corn In 
a field that was nearby. He 
had a big problem. He didn t 
have a farm tractor to plow 
the fields. He certainly was- 
nt strong enough to pull one 
o f those heavy plows. His 
friends would have helped. If 
they could. They all loved 
Jon and his family because 
they
were so nice and polHe. Do 
you Know what polKe means? 
I'll bet you are nice and 
polite too, arent you?

Jon tiled to plow the field 
with his big antlers, turning 
the soil over 
and over, making it very 
loose so the corn seeds

could grow when he planted 
them. He worked all day. By 
night time he was tired, very 
tiredi When he looked back 
to see all that he had done 
that day, he was very disap
pointed.
He had nut gone very far at 
all. He would never get the 
field ready to plant in time.
He had to get his corn plant
ed and very soon.

Then he remembered a 
friend o f his who just might 
be able to help. Pig Pauli 
He remembered that Pig Paul 
could dig up lots o f ground in 
one single day. Off he went 
to Pig Pauls pigpen. Pig Paul 
was home that day. Jon 
Deer did not visit his friend 
Pig Paul too much because 
good old Pig Paul was-well- 
he was a pig. Sometimes a 
pigs pigpen doesn't srrrell too 
nice.

It smells very nice to other 
pigs, but It doesn't smell very 
nice to Jon. Pig Paul knew 
this. As soon as he saw Jon 
Deer coming through the 
open pasture, he went to 
meet him. This would keep 
Jon from getting too close to 
the pigpen. Jon had to hold 
his nose anyway because old 
Pig Paul's pigpen really

breathed In some fresh air.
Pig Paul thought the smell of 
fresh air was so boring. He 
loved his pigpten.

■PIg Paul,' Jon said, *1 need 
some help. Will you help 
me?* Pig Paul said, 'O f course 
I will help you, Jon. You are 
the best, nicest friend I will

smelled bad. They both 
laughed about this. They 
were very good friends. They 
both walked a little farther 
away from the pigpen. Jon 
let go o f his nose and

ever have. How can I help 
you?* Jon told Pig Paul about 
the field that he wanted to 
plow so he could plant his 
corn. 'I can plow that field 
for you In one day,* Pig Paul 
told Jon. 'But how will you 
plant the seed?
I can plow the field, but I 
cant plant the seed for you.
I would If I
could, but I am too big o f a 
ipig to plant the seed.*

Jon thought for a moment. 
He remembered another

friend that might be able to 
help him plant his corn seed. 
Lefty BluebIrdI He ran over 
to Lefty's birdhouse as fast as 
he could go and deer can run 
very fast, cant they?

Lefty saw him coming and 
flew down from his bird- 
house to greet Jon. He knew 

that Jon could not 
climb up Into the 
trees to visit his 
home so he would 
make It very easy for 
his best friend.

'Lefty,* Jon said, 'I 
need help. Will you 
help me?* His atrswer 
was, *Yesl You are 
the very best friend 
that I will ever have 
and I will be happy to 
help you. What can I 
do to help?* Jon told 
Lefty about his corn- 

( field and how he 
would need help 

' I planting the corn 
seed. *1 can help you very 
easily,' Lefty said to Jon, *Qo 
back home and I will be 
there Just as soon as Pig Paul 
finishes pk>%vlng the field.* 

Jon went home that day, 
feeling very glad that his 
friends were so willing to 
help him. Early the next 
morning, Jon was awakened 
by loud, ear piercing noises. 
He looked out his window.
He was happy at what he 
saw. Pig Paul had finished 
plowing the field and had H

looking so nice. Lefty had 
come to plant the seeds.
Lefty didnt come by himself. 
He brought all of the blue
birds that lived nearby with 
him. All o f them wanted to 
help Jon. They 
all loved him. Lefty grabbed 
a corn seed in his beak, then 
poked a little hole In the 
ground to drop the seed into. 
He used his claws to scratch 
the dirt Just a little bit and 
the seed was covered and 
ready to grow. All o f the —  
other bluebirds did the same. 
They had the whole field 
planted before 
noon that day.

'Mow, If Mr. Rain will only 
come to help,* said Jon. Mr. 
Rain loved Jon, too. Then 
the rain came. The little 
seeds were soon sprouting 
up all over Jon's beautiful 
field. The corn would be 
ready to eat really soon but It 
was a very long time before 
winter would come. That 
would be okay bcause 
Jon had a pantry where he 
could store his pretty corn.
His family would never run 
out o f corn again during 
those long, cold winter 
months. They %vould have 
their favorite food right there 
with them. Ho one would 
have to go out Into the cold, 
looking for food, ever again I

The pretty corn field had 
enough corn to feed Jon and 
his family, and his friends.

^NARIHACy

1001 Gregg *263-7316
Jon took bag after bag of 
corn over towards Pig Paul's 
pigpen. He left the corn In 
the pasture Just far enough 
away from the smell. Pig 
Paul and Jon both laughed 
again about that. 'What a 
good friend Jon Is,* he 
thought. *1 will never forget 
the day he saved my life by 
helping me out o f that trap 
the hunters had setl*

Jon took bag after bag o f 
corn to the Lefty Bluebird's 
birdhouse. He would put the 
corn down beside the big 
tree that Lefty's house was 
built on. 'What a good 
friend,* Lefty thought. 'He 
saved my life when he 
warned me o f the fox that 
was looking for a bluebird 
meal that day long ago.*

Jon had helped almost 
everyone In the forest at one 
time or another. That Is why 
they call him Dear Jon Deer. 
Jon has his belly full o f corn 
right now and has fallen 
asleep. Pig Paul toM me to 
tell you, 'Good Might.*
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Fresh floods bring more misery 
to Indonesian capital; 36 dead

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — Overnight downpours 
sent storm waters coursing back into some low-lying 
areas Tuesday, as authorities warned of the threat of 
diseases and anger mounted at the government’s 
response to the disaster that has killed at least 36 peo
ple in the capital.

Authorities said flooding had receded in some areas, 
allowing more than 115,000 people to return home. 
However, about 220,000 people remained in temporary 
shelters, and electricity and water supplies have been 
cut to much of the city of 12 million people and its sur
rounding towns.

Meanwhile, rains triggered a landslide in a village 
some 100 miles west of the capital that killed six peo
ple, including a young boy, said Banten Police Chief 
Brig. Gen. Timur Pradopo.

In the capital, medical officials said there were short
ages of baby food, clean water and medicine with 
reports of widespr ead skin disease and other problems 
caused by poor hygiene.

“We ran out of medicine yesterday,” said Nuraini, a 
military doctor overseeing local relief efforts in the 
Central Jakarta district. “Most people have diarrhea 
and are sick after being in the water for too long.”

Officials: Iranian dipiomat seized by gunmen 
wearing army uniforms in centrai Baghdad

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Gunmen wearing Iraqi 
army uniforms seized an Iranian diplomat as he drove 
through central Baghdad, officials said Tuesday. 
Tehran condemned the abduction and blamed U.S. 
forces in Iraq.

One Iraqi government official also said the diplomat 
was detained Sunday by a special Iraqi army unit that 
reports directly to the U.S. military. But a military 
spokesman denied any U.S. troops or Iraqis that report 
to them were involved.

“We’ve checked with our units and it was not an 
MNF-I (Multi-National Forces — Iraq) unit that partic
ipated in that event,” military spokesman Lt. Col. 
Christopher Garver said, adding he could not confirm 
the diplomat was seized.

Jalal Sharafi, the second secretary at the Iranian 
Embassy in Baghdad was seized Sunday by gunmen 
who “operate under the supervision of the American 
forces in Iraq,” the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly condemns 
this aggressive act which is in violation of interna
tional law,” IRNA quoted Hosseini as saying. “ Iran 
holds American forces in Iraq responsible for the safe
ty and life of the Iranian diplomat.”

Arctic blast closes schools, contributes 
to heavy snowfali in Northeast

A bone-chilling cold wave with temperatures as low 
as 42 below zero shut down schools for thousands of 
youngsters Monday, sent homeless people into shelters 
and put car batteries on the disabled list from the

northern Plains across the Great Lakes. At least six 
deaths were linked to the cold weather.

The cold was accompanied by snow that was mea
sured in feet in parts of upstate New York.

“Anybody in their right mind wouldn’t want to be 
out in weather like this," Lawrence Wiley, 57, said at 
Cincinnati’s crowded Drop Inn Center homeless shel
ter, where he has been living. Monday lows were in 
the single digits.

With temperatures near zero and a wind chill of 25 
below, school districts across Ohio canceled classes. 
“We have a lot of kids that walk to school. We didn’t 
think it was worth the risk,” said Sandusky City 
Schools Superintendent Bill Pahl.

It was so cold that Toledo, Ohio — 5 above zero at 
noon, up from 4 below — even closed its outdoor ice 
rink.

FEMA wants more than $300 m illion 
in hurricane aid returned

NEW ORLEANS (AP) -  In the neighborhood 
President Bush v is it^  right after Hurricane Katrina, 
the U.S. government gave $84.5 million to more than
10.000 households. But Census figures show fewer than
8.000 homes existed there at the time.

Now the government wants back a lot of the money 
it disbursed across the region. .

The Federal Emergency 'Management 
Administration has determined nearly 70,000 
Louisiana households improperly received ^09.1 mil
lion in grants, and officials acknowledge those num
bers are likely to grow.

In the chaotic period after two deadly hurricanes, 
Katrina and Rita, slammed the Gulf Coast in 2005 — 
Katrina making landfall in late August, followed by 
Rita in late September — federal officials scrambled to 
provide help in hard-hit areas such as submerged 
neighborho<^s near the French Quarter.

But an Associated Press analysis of government data 
obtained under the federal Freedom of Information Act 
suggests the government might not have been careful 
enough with its checkbook as it gave out nearly $5.3 
billion in aid to storm victims.

The analysis found the government regularly gave 
money to more homes in some neighborhoods than the 
number of homes that actually existed, released 
records show.

Frantic pregnant woman called 911 shortly 
before actor Ryan O'Neal was arrested

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A frantic pregnant woman 
told a 911 operator she had been hit and was in pain 
shortly before actor Ryan O’Neal was arrested for 
alleged assault and firing a weapon in an altercation 
with his son.

In recordings released Monday by the Sheriffs 
Department, JoAnne Berry, who authorities described 
as a hriend of O’Neal’s son, Griffin O’Neal, pleaded for 
an ambulance. ,

“I got hit by something. I can’t see. Help me! Help 
me!” Berry said, as an unidentified man in the back
ground asked her where her keys and bag were.

Wal-Mart to launch long-awaited 
digital movie downioad store

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Wal-Mart Stores Inc. is 
launching its long-awaited online movie download 
store, entering a market that has yet to catch on with 
consumers but is expected to grow rapidly.

A “beta” version of the online video store, set to 
debut Tuesday, will sell digital versions of about 3,(XX) 
films and television episodes from all the major stu
dios and some TV networks, including Fox 
Broadcasting. Wal-Mart will not initially offer content 
from ABC, CBS or NBC, although the company said it 
hopes to add shows from those networks.

The nation’s largest retailer is using its buying 
power to beat the prices charged by other download 
services in many cases, offering films from $12.88 to 
$19.88 and individual TV episodes for $1.96 — 4 cents 
less than Apple Inc.’s iTunes store.
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A s le e p  a t  the  S w itc h

North dealer.
I'Ast-WeM VTiIncrable.

NUKTIl
4KJK4
V73
♦ K6
♦  KOJ92

WEST
4 10 6 3 
4K 10954 
4Q 108 
4A7

S O tl'H  
4 A Q  5
v y  862
♦ A J 5 3 
4106

EAST
4 9 7 2  
4 A J  
♦  9 7 4 2  
48 543

The bidding: 
North East .South West
1 4 Pa.« 1 4 Pa.ss
1 4 Pass 2 NT Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — five o f hearts.

Auumc you're West and lead a 
heart against three notrump. East 
plays the ace and returns the jack, 
\shich wins, and then shifts to a dia
mond. You cover South's Jack with 
the aueen, taken by dummy's king, 
and occlarcr then forces out your ace 
o f  clubs. I f  you now cash the king o f 
hearts. South makes three notrump; 
i f  you don't, he makes four notrump.

Too lair you rraliac that if/you 
had overtaken partner's jack o f 
hearts with the king and returned the 
ten. South would Mve goiK down

one. The question that arises, there
fore, is whether you should have 
made that play, aware that in ^  
process you would esublish 
declarer's queen as a trick that he 
could not otherwise get.

The answer Is yes. For his two- 
notrump bid. South is virtually cer
tain to have the A-Q o f spades and 
ace o f  diamonds, as well as the queen 
o f hearts he is already known to hold 
by virtue o f  Last’s jack return.

However, this translates into only 
six tricks for declarer. Even if  you 
give him a free heart trick bv over
taking East's jack, he wonT have 
enou^ tricks to make three notrump 
without establishing dummy's clubs. 
By overtaking the heart jack at trick 
two, you can thus ensure getting four 
heart tricks and a club before South 
can score nine tricks —  and who 
could ask for anything more?

It is true that i f  ICast started with 
the A-J-x o f  hearts, overtaking the 
jack would coat you a trick and 
maybe make you feel a bit foolish. 
Hut your primary duty at a defender 
is to beat the contract, and that con
sideration always suMrsedes the 
iiueslion o f  whnher declarer gt 
mwn one or two.

Slacc one way you're certain to 
defeat the contract, while the other 
way you might or might not defeat 
uverUdting the jack o f hearts with 
king at trick two is clearly the correct 
play

roinornm; The B«th Coup.
C2007 tyn ^ rm n  tm

Drilling 
firms agree 
to hefty fines
By LARA JAKES JORDAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON -  
Three oil drilling compa
nies accused of bribing 
Nigerian officials for fast 
customs clearance will 
pay the U.S. government 
$26 million in the largest 
criminal settlement of 
foreign corruption 
charges, the Justice 
Department said
Tuesday.

The companies are sub
sidiaries of British-based 
Vetco International 
Limited, and at least one 
of them settled similar 
bribery charges in 2004.

A Justice Department 
official said the compa
nies — Vetco Gray UK 
Limited, Vetco Gray 
Controls Inc., and Vetco 
Gray (Controls Limited — 
paid Nigerian customs 
officers $2.1 million to 
speed equipment and 
employees into the coun
try.

The payments. 378 in 
all, were largely 
processed through Vetco 
Gray Controls, Inc., 
which is based in 
Houston.

The three companies 
are expected to sign off 
on the settlement in U.S. 
District Court in Houston 
later Tuesday, said the 
Justice official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the 
hearing had not yet 
occurred.

In July 2(X)4, Vetco Gray 
UK Limited agreed to pay 
a $5.25 million fine for 
bribing Nigerian govern
ment officials more than 
$1 million for insider bid 
information on oil and 
gas construction con
tracts worth $12 million.

Visit us online at 
www.bigspringherald.com

s u I d o  Ik u
©  Puzzles by Pappocom
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 

and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and 
computer program at www.sudoku.com

O P E N  H O U S E
THIS WEEK @  LIVINGSTON HEARING CENTERS

AUDIOMETRIC SCREENING:
find out whot you'fp heoring ond who* you'r*" not.

VIDEO EAR INSPECTION:
Let o» cbefk your eor», it moy just be wox.
You'll $ee...exoftly whot we SEE.

100%  ¥UWf AUTONiATlC DIGHAL HEARING
O N  SALE 

THIS W EEK  
FO R

^9 9 8 J
Aay Myk • Icgwlar $1,490. 
Provides cxccUoit verMUiUty i

Join us for
February Crafting \ X y

Date: WednesUay, Feb. 7th  
Time: i0:00-i i:(X)

Place: Spring C ity Senior Center

Come join us and make Valentine's Crafts
Hosted By

Mountain View Lodge
263-1271 <5 >

Dien/UBiowour

MMMMWM

Rsgulor $1,095. 
Coib & Carry 

Exfwsi 2/28/07

50%°
HEMW6 AID lEPAMS

(paiu ivailable)

Wt want you to hear the 
very beat you can. Take 
advantage of this offer. 

Expires 2/2SA>7.

SAVE
*500

AND MOM
off Ust Price on the 

new 2007 models dur
ing this Open House! 

Expires V ia m -.-

I spccck darky.

50%°
4-M a 

IPtEMUM im a i s ;
Regular price. S6 per 

pkg. • on sale for $3 per 
package. No hmtt. 

Expires 2/2SA>7.

211 Johnson St. in Big Spring

irawni/l 432-267-7052
1-888-687-2955

hmin 9wmd I tftnftd dms 1951
A u d io lo g y  and 

Hearing Aid 
Centers

ZERO D O W N  
ZERO INTEREST

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.sudoku.com
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Haclsy Facts
In 1983, astronaut Guion S. Bluford became 

the first African-American to make a flight in space. 
In 1968, Arthur Ashe won the U.S. Open 

in tennis and became the first black member 
o f the U.S. Davis Cup team.

VibrU Almanac for Kids

Copytighi 2007 Chicago TritHina OMtraxaod by McClatchy-Trlbuna

LO VIN ’ FROM THE OVEN
The Kurmins, o f  Marshfield, Mass., celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with these eye-catching 
candy-center cookies. And what does 
this family drink with their tasty 
treats? Why, pink milk, o f course!

1 . Heat the oven to 375 degrees.
Cover a sturdy baking sheet with 
aluminum foil and lightly coat the 
foil with cooking spray. Between 
two sheets o f waxed paper lightly 
dusted with flour, roll tte Sugar Cookie 
Dough (see recipe below) to a '/a-inch 
thickness. Remove the top sheet.

2 . Cut out the cookies with a large cookie 
cutter. Use a spatula to transfer the shapes to 
the baking shMt, leaving about an inch 
between cookies. Remove the centers o f the 
cookies with a smaller cookie cutter. (Save the 
centers to bake later.)

3 . Place a hard caixly (we used Jolly Rarx-hers) 
in the center o f  each heart and bake until
the cookies start to blown lightly 
around the edges and the candy is 
melted, about 8 to 10 minutes.
Let the cookies cool on the 
baking sheet for 5 minutes, 
then transfer them to wire 
racks to cool completely. To 
prevent sucking, line your serv
ing ptacc or tin with waxed paper 
and place additional waxed paper 
between layers. Makes 30.

FAMILY ^  FAN M AIL
Here’s a good kind o f  romantic hang-up;

A  few days before Feb. 14, hang heart-shaped 
paper containers from each family member’s bed

room doorknob. Every day, Cupid (that’s you) 
leaves little surprises inside, such as a 
sweet poem, clues to a hidden treat 

or an invitation to a breakfast 
o f  heart-shaped patKakes.
This is what the Tiishaus 

family o f Brookfield,
Wis., does to 

celebrate 
Valentine’s 

Day.

SUGAR COOKIE DOUGH
W e've tried a lot o f  sugar cookie recipes 
over the years and found this one to be the 
best. It works especially well for candy-filled 
cookies since, unlike store-bought dough, it 
holds its shape when baked.

SW EET ▼  HEARTS
W e’re fond o f these valentines for the same reasons 
the Thomasons o f  Granbury, Texas, are: ‘T h e y ’re 

simple, fim and inexpensiye,—  and the kids love them!” 

1. Cut a heart fioro card stock (ours are inches wide 
and 392 iiKhes tall). PutKh two holes in the heart,

___________ upper right and one toward
lo^vErfcfl U «  markers to add a message.

Insert a l ^ y  ^  through one o f  the holes.
Gently bend the card arxl slide the candy 

stick out through the other hole.

3 . To make the arrow, sand
wich two heart-shaped ^  . .

stickers over 
each end o f  the 

Pixy Sdx.

INGREDIENTS
■  I cup unsalted butter, softened
■  I teaspoon vanilla extract
■  V4 cup sugar
■  I large egg
■  '6 teaspoon salt
■  2'fi cups flour

1 . Using an electric 
mixer at medium-high 
speed, cream the butter, 
gradually adding the  ̂
sugar. B ^  in the egg 
until evenly mixed, then 
blend in the vanilla 
extract and salt.

2 . With a wooden spoon, 
stir the flour into the creamed 
ingredients, about o ik  third at a 
time, until evenly blended. The 
dough may seem soft, but it w ill firm 
up when refrigerated.

3 . Divide the dough in half. Flatten each 
portion into a disk and seal in plastic wrap. 
Refrigerate overnight. Recipe by Ken Haedrich

A  R EAL CHARMER
This ki^-cbain v a le n t^  sent to us by the Blum-Carr family 

o (  Hadley, Mass., se^ns to defy the laws o f physics:
' iLrisdmkA-thB love just seems to grow.

1 . Following the directions on the package, use colored pencils to draw 
a design on a  ̂ teiSsable Plastic sheet ($5 for 10 sheeu in craft stores). 

C u tit o i i^ O u n  was about 3 inches wide before baking.)

2. I\iTKfa a Mr-tnch h c^  at the top (w e made four slightly 
o¥eriapping holes with aJtole poach), a i that w ill shrink, too.

3 .  Bake b  diw î ied. I f  the charms curt, flatten them with •  
tnetel sp t^ teas  soon as you remove them from the oven;

i f  necfiiBy, reheat them briefly and flatten t o n  again.

4 t  Write yourmessage onttsmall piece o f  card

\

stock, punch a bole in U, and thread it 
onto a key chaorwiih your charm.

' (You can buy ball chain at 
hardware stores. Simply cut 

it into 4-ioch lengths 
with old sdsson 

and add con
nectors.)

V

“ L ife  is not a spectator sport.
I f  you’re going to spend your whole life 

in the grandstand Just watching what goes on, 
in my opinion you’re wasting your life.’ ’

— Jackie Robinson, 
on brainyquote.com.

Test your knowledge 
of Jackie Robinson?

How much do you know about pioneering baseball 
player Jackie Robinson? Find out by taking our quiz. 

1 . W here did Jackie Robinson grow up?
A. (Tairo, Ga.
B. Brooklyn, N.Y.
C. Pasadena, Calif.

2. W hat was the firs t professional baseball 
team  that Robinson played for?

A. Honolulu Bears
B. Brooklyn Dodgers
C. Kansas City Monarchs

3 . W hat happened to  Robinson during W orld  
W ar II?

A. He worked as a s|X)rts director at a youth camp.
B. He became an officer in the army.
C. He played baseball in the Negro National League.

4 . W hat was the nam e of the man who owned 
the Brooklyn Dodgers, who spotted R obinson’s 
talent and signed him up to  start playing for 
the M ontreal Royals?

A. Branch Rickey
B. Leroy “Satchel”  Paige
C. Mack Robinson

5 . W hy was it so 
extraordinary that 
Robinson should be 
signed by the m ajor 
leagues?

A. He wasn’t considered 
talented enough.

B. Black baseball 
players were 
expected to play in a 
separate leagiK from white players.

C. He wanted to play football, not baseball.

/

6 . W hen did Robinson w alk out onto Ebbets 
Field to  play his firs t gam e for the Brooklyn  
Dodgers?

A. Jan. 31,1919
B. April 15, 1947
C .  Oct. 31, 1950

7 . Robinson wrote a book about his life called ...
A. “ The Jackie Robinson Story.”
B. ‘Ten  Years with the Dodgers.”
C . “ Being Jackie Robinson.”

8 . Robinson’s uniform  num ber was retired for
ever in 1997, 50 years after he firs t w alked out 
onto Ebbets Field. W hat num ber was it?

A . 3
B . 5
C. 42

0  2007 Ten* me A I Reserved
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FUN PUNS
Start your family’s day o f f  on a sweet note the 
morning o f  Feb. 14 with a collection o f  clever 

heart-shaped messages found in uiKxpected places. 
The night before, choose your hiding spots and 
think o f a sentiment that plays o f f  each location. 
For example. “ You are my sunshiiK”  might be 
written on a heart that will go near a wiiKlow, 

T m  sweet on you”  might go  on one that hidden 
in the sugar b ^ l ,  or a heart destined fo r a spot 
beside the fish tank might read “ You’re waves 

o f  fim.”  Write your messages on heaiti cut 
fiom  colodul construction paper or card stock 

and aet them in their hiding spots to be 
discovered by your parents or siblings 

the next momiilg.
— FmilyFunmatnme

Make a ‘Wish’

Create a festive ribbon dragon
O lebrate Chinese New  Year (it 

begins on Feb. 18 this year) by crafting 
this mini version o f  the monster-size 
dragon used during holiday parades and 
festivities.

PirsL cut out the body shapes shown 
in the diagram from different colors o f  
craft foam. (You can find the templates 
at www.familyfun.com/magazirw.)

Decorate the shapes with colored glitter 
glue and let them dry. Next, cut a 
length o f wired ribbm (ours is about 
Vh feet long by 2'6 inches 
wide). Lay it flat and 
use tacky glue to attach 
the body shapes. Be sure the
glue is dry before curliifg the ribbon.

— FasFamifyFm magazine

To celebrate Chinese New  Year, head to the library or 
bookstore and find Shirin Y im  Bridges’ “ Ruby’s 

Wish”  (Chronicle Books, $16). The book tells 
the poignant story o f  a young girl’s wistful long

ings to further her education in tum-of-the-20th-century 
(Thina. Soft-hued watercolor paintings by Sophie 
Blackall illuminate numerous details —  moon gates, 
lotus blossoms, koi ponds —  and gracefully _  
render Ruby’s life inside her 
grandfather’s house, where she 
lives with more than 100 cousins.
When Ruby celebrates what she 
thinks will be her last ChitKse 
New  Year at home, she receives a 
traditional red packet with a sur
prise —  for bod) her aixl for you!

— FamdyFm magazine
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Howard Hawks 
athletics updated

The Howard Hawks 
womens softball team 
will play a double head
er against Ranger 
College at 1, and 3 p.m. 
today at Foundation 
Field.

On Thursday the 
Hawks basketball teams 
will be playing against 
conference rival 
Midland College. The 
womens game is sched
uled to tip-off at 6 p ^ .  
and the mens ga rn et 8 
p.m. Bother g a n ^  are 
in Midland. '

Howard Hawks fund 
raiser fo r rodeo set

On Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
the Howard College 
Rodeo will be hosting a 
fund raiser in the form 
of Cow Pattie Bingo.

The event will be held 
at 1:30 p.m. on the east 
grounds of the Student 
Union Building and all 
squares are $ 10. Tickets 
are available for pur
chase at this time. For 
more informaton con
tact Coach Greg 
Kemick at 816-9477.

Super Bowl game 
has large audience

Peyton Manning had a 
lot of witnesses to his 
soggy super win, with 
the estimated 93.2 mil
lion viewers represent
ing the second most- 
watched Super Bowl 
broadcast ever.

Only the 1996 Super 
Bowl between Dallas 
and Pittsburgh, which 
had 94.1 million view
ers, had a bigger audi
ence, acco^lng to 
Nielsen Media
Research. Behind that 
1996 game and the M-A- 
S-H series finale, 
Sunday's game was the 
third most-watched pro
gram in television histo
ry.

It was the highest- 
rated Super Bowl game 
since St. Louis- 
Tennessee in 2000. The 
ratings were lower this 
year than in 2000. Last 
year the game between 
Pittsburgh and Seattle 
drew 90.7 million view
ers.

Colts return home 
to 40,000 fans

The Indianapolis Colts 
shared triumphant 
shouts and hlgh-fives 
with fans who braved 
the 8-degree chill to 
flock to their floats as 
the Super Bowl champi
ons paraded through 
downtown.

An estimated 40,000 
fans packed the RCA 
Dome to welcome the 
team home at a post
parade rally. Some had 
been there for hours.
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J.T. Smith returns for Big Spring fans
M IKE GRIMES
Sports Editor

Howard County will have one 
of its favorite sons playing in the 
IFL pre-season “Brawl in Big 
Spring.”

Starting his competitive foot
ball career 'as a Steer at Big 
Spring High School, wide receiv
er J.T. Smith will end it as a Big 
Spring Roughneck.

“J.T. called and was very excit
ed about the IFL bringing the 
first-ever professional football 
game to his hometown of Big 
Spring,” Roughnecks President 
Tommy Benizio said. “He offered 
to help in anyway that he could, 
but he probably never dreamed 
that the Roughnecks would ask 
him to suit up and play in the 
game.

“He thought that I was kidding 
at first but after a little joking — 
convincing and begging — and 
then getting his wife’s permis
sion, he agreed. This saved me 
from having to call and beg

MCT/FHa Photo
J.T. SmKh shown running downfleld 
for tho Kansas City Chiefs.

Bubba Franks to come play,” 
added Benizio.Smith’s participa
tion will set a record was previ
ously owned by 46-year-old 
Atlanta Falcons place kicker — 
Morten Andersen — making him 
the oldest person ever to play

professional football.
“I ’m glad that I have remained 

healthy and I am going to start 
getting in shape right away,” 
Smith said. “ I ’m excited to come 
out of my long-time retirement 
and put on a professional football 
uniform once again — this time 
to represent the people and city 
of Big Spring, Texas.”

Smith was born in 1955 and 
graduated from Big Spring High 
in 1973. While here, he was 
named all-district, All Plains, 
and as an honorable mention All 
American. As a wide receiver, he 
amassed more than 1,000 yards 
receiving and he holds the school 
record for the longest intercep
tion returned for a touchdown in 
Big Spring history — 100 yards 
for a touchdown.

He was inducted into the Big 
Spring Hall of Fame in 2002 and 
he.is also a member of the 
Fannin County Hall of Fame.

He attended North Texas State 
University (University of North 
Texas) and starred from 1974-1977

for the “Mean Green” Eagles. He 
was inducted into the universi
ty’s Hall of Fame in 1991. Smith 
was also honored when he was 
named a North Texas Football 
Athletic Barrier Breaker in 2003.

After scholastic football. Smith 
enjoyed 13 years as a profession
al player in the National Football 
League. He played for three 
teams: the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Washington Redskins and the St. 
Louis/Phoenix Cardinals from 
1978-1990.

Smith was named to the AFC 
Pro Bowl team in 1980 and the 
NFC Pro Bowl team in 1988. He 
also led the NFL in total punt 
returns in 1979 and 1980. His 
stats include 544 receptions for 
6,974 yards and 35 touchdowns.

Smith averaged 12.8 yards per 
catch in his illustrious career 
and he averaged 10.9 yards per 
carry.

Now he is looking to return to 
the “Smith of old” on March 31 at

See J.T., Page 2B

Hall of Fame QBs speak up
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Roger 
Staubach and Troy 
Aikman hope the Dallas 
Cowboys find the coach 
that can take the team 
where the Hall of Fame 
quarterbacks often did: 
deep into the postseason.

‘There’s enough talent 
now to have a good end
ing to this decade,” 
Staubach said Monday. 
"This will be the first 
decade we haven’t (won) 
in the playoffs if we don’t 
do something ... there is 
talent on this team.”

Staubach and Aikman 
are the quariwrbasks who 
led the Cowboys to their 
five Super Bowl titles. But 
the last was 11 years ago 
when they won their 
third in four seasons with 
Aikman. Emmitt Smith 
and receiver Michael 
Irvin, who was Just elect
ed into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame.

Dallas has now lost five 
straight playoff games 
since an NFC wild-card 
victory in December 19%, 
and the search for retired 
coach Bill Parcells’ 
replacement is into its 
third week.

“As a former player. I’d 
like to see the Cowboys 
have success,” Aikman

said. “For all of us that 
were part of helping build 
somethijig here in the 
Dallas, we’d like to see 
that continue.”

Parcells’ final game was 
a wild-card loss at Seattle 
last month, his second 
playoff loss in his four 
seasons.

Cowboys owner and 
general manager Jerry 
Jones has formally inter
viewed eight candidates 
since Parcells retired Jan. 
22. He could add to that 
list before naming the 
team’s seventh coach — 
the sixth since he bought 
the team in 1989.

By waiting until after 
^UfiieCjBowl, Jones could 
interview Chicago Bears 
defensive coordinator 
Ron Rivera and Jim 
Caldwell, the assistant 
head coach and quarter
backs coach for the 
Indianapolis Colts. But it 
wasn’t clear Monday 
when or if that would 
happen.

'The last two candidates 
Jones interviewed were 
both San Francisco assis
tants; two-time head 
coach and former 
Cowboys offensive coordi
nator Norv Turner and 
Hall of Fame linebacker 
Mike Singletary.

After those Intereviews,

Jones said that he would 
wait to name a new coach 
and has “got to get this 
right.” He didn’t say how 
long after the Super Bowl 
that would be.

“ I don’t think he got the 
last one wrong. I feel that 
Bill Parcells did a great 
job,” Aikman said. “ I 
know where this organi
zation was when he took 
over. And it was in total 
disarray.... (Now) 
er steps into this job is 
taking over a playoff team 
that if they don’t win in 
the playoffs, it’s going to 
be viewed as a failure.” <■

Staubach and Aikmam 
met with Dallas-acaw: 
media Monday — alsoi, 
Staubach’s 65th birthday 
— to talk about their Hall 
of Fame Racing team, 
which is preparing for its 
second NASCAR season. 
But, questions about the 
Cowboys couldn’t be
avoided.

Turner was the offen
sive coordinator for the 
Cowboys for two straight 
Super Bowl titles with 
Aikman and is considered 
by many as the front-run
ner for the job. Aikman 
supports his former
coach, but has tried to be 
careful about endorsing a 
candidate.

“ I think it would be

r *  "Ti
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Hall of Famar Rogar Staubach has baan In contact with 
Jarry Jonaa to diacuaa tha hiring of tha naxt Dallas Cowboys 
haad coach. Staubach playad for ona NFL coach In his 
caraar, Tom Landry.

great for the organization, 
I think it would be great 
for Norv,” Aikman said. 
“But I also think that 
whoever gets the job is 
going to be someone who 
was well thought out. I 
think they will be a good 
hire.”

Stapbach sat at lunch 
with Jones on Saturday in 
Miam\ where both were 
for the Super Bowl and to 
talk to NFL officials about

the Cowboys’ bid to host 
the 2011 Super Bowl in 
their new stadium sched
uled to open in two years.

“He wasn’t really pick
ing my mind. He was just 
talking about, thinking 
about the strengths of 
head coaches besides 
their ability to bring the 
right people around 
them,” Staubach said.

See QB«, Page 2B

No. 6 ranked Texas 
A&M downs Horns
By KRISTIE RIEKEN

IcGrady ignites 
Houston Rockets

AP Sports Writer
COLLEGE STATION -  Texas A&M 

coach Billy Gillispie loves the maturity his 
team showed in beating both Kansas and 
Texas in less than 48 hours.

And he believes the quick turnaround 
will be a good tuneup for the rigors of the 
NCAA tournament.

Josh Carter scored 24 points, Acie Law 
had 21 points and 15 assists, and No. 6 
Texas A&M beat Texas 100-82 in the only 
game involving a Top 25 team on Monday 
night.

The Aggies, coming off a big win at then- 
No. 6 Kansas on Saturday, won their 21st 
straight home game and maintained sole 
possession of first place in the Big 12.

“ I don’t know if it gets any tougher than 
that,” Gillispie said. “But we did talk 
about if we’re lucky enough to get into the 
tournament, that’s the way it’s going to be. 
I think those guys take things like that as 
challenges and they came through with 
flying colors tonight.”

They had little time to prepare for the 
Longhorns after arriving home from 
Kansas early Sunday morning.

“ I’ve never been a part of a deal other 
than the NCAA tournament where you had 
to expend so much energy physically and 
emotionally," Gillispie said. “We tiy to 
teach our guys to play to exhaustion and I 
think that’s a real quality that hardly no 
one can do.”

Kevin Durant had 28 points and 15 
rebounds for the Longhorns (16-7, 6-3), but 
the Aggies finally found some scoring

See AQQIES, Page 2B

By CHRIS DUNCAN
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MCT| 9. Htum/Hit WofMi Mar-Tatavam

DaNaa Mavericks' Devean Oeorga (rear) 
had a tough tbne slowing down Houston 
Rockets’ Tracy McOrady In the first half M  
the American AlrOnes Center 
Texas, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2007.

AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON -  Tracy 

McGrady does not dunk 
as much as he once did. 
He picked the perfect 
time to try one on 
Monday night, sparking 
the Houston Rockets to a 
105-77 rout of the 
M i n n e s o t a  
Timberwolves.

McGrady scored 16 of 
his 32 points in the third 
quarter, but his slam off 
a rebound late in the 
first period was the shot 
that had even Rockets 
coach Jeff Van Gundy 
applauding.

“ I don’t dunk that 
much. My body can’t 
take it like that any
more,” McGrady said. 
"It was just one of those 
inspiring plays, man. 
Plays like that, you lead 
your team, you inspire 
your team.”

McGrady missed seven 
of his first nine shots, 
then swooped in after 
Chuck Hayes botched a 
layup in the flnal minute 
of the opening quarter. 
McGrady grabbed the 
ball and threw it down 

In DalUfo, in one motion over Mark 
‘ Blount, putting the

Rockets up 21-15.
“The tip dunk he had 

was, to me, just so inspi
rational,” Van Gundy 
said. “His play and when 
he leads like that, with 
that fire, good things 
happen.”

I lie  basket was part of 
a 20-6 Rockets run and 
Houston stayed in con
trol the rest of the way, 
putting together one of 
its best performances of 
the season. Just two days 
after a lifeless 87-74 loss 
to New Orleans.

Van Gundy canceled a 
scheduled practice on 
Sunday and was more 
animated than usual on 
the sideline Monday 
night, repeatedly clap
ping and complimenting 
players as they came off 
the floor.

"I loved the way we 
played, the energy level 
we had,” he said.

Luther Head went 5- 
for-7 fyom 3-polnt range 
and scored 20 points, and 
Juwan Howard had 20 
points and eight 
rebounds for the 
Rockets, who’ve won 
nine of 13 games since

See ROCKETS, Page 2B
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Johnson seeks rare repeat
By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE. N.C. -  Jimmie 
Johnson was the clear favorite to win 
last season’s Nextel Cup championship, 
an easy pick after coming so very close 
so many times before.

This year’s pick isn’t nearly as obvi
ous, with 50 drivers revving their 
motors in pursuit of dethroning 
NASCAR’s newest champion. Jeff 
Gordon wants a fifth Nextel Cup title. 
Tony Stewart is fired up after missing 
last year’s Chase, and Matt Kenseth’s 
goal is to win a second title, this time 
under a new points system.

But no matter how you break it down, 
the championship is Johnson’s to lose.

“ It’s hard to win one, much less back 
to back, and to do anything twice in a 
row is tough,” said Stewart, who won 
titles in 2002 and 2005. “ I can go to Vegas 
and put a whole bunch of money on a 
number, and to have it hit once is some
thing, but to come back again and have 
it hit again.”

Only seven drivers have won consecu
tive Cup titles — none since Gordon in 
1997 and 1998.

Even though the odds are clearly 
against him, Johnson plans to make a 
full-speed run at title No. 2.

“ I am a race car driver, and I want to 
win championships,” he said. "I always 
wanted to win one, and now I’ve got it. 
That whole experience makes you hun
gry and want to come back and do it 
again.

“I feel with the team and everything 
that we have (at Hendrick Motorsports), 
we could be a contender for a few more 
of these.”

Johnson has every reason to believe 
he can do it again, because his 2006 title 
was no fluke. Since entering the Nextel 
Cup Series five years ago, Johnson con
sistently has been among NASCAR’s top 
drivers.

The No. 48 team never has been lower

than fifth in the standings and «^as 
twice runner-up in the championship. 
That earned Johnson the dubious dis
tinction of being the Peyton Manning of 
NASCAR — the guy who dominated the 
regulan^ason, only to come up short 
when everything was on the line, ,

When Johnson and crew chief Chaid 
Knaus finally cleared .that final hurdle 
last November, overcoming a disastrouis 
start to the Chase, Johnson was freed of 
that label.

“A lot was said that they might not be 
able to win it, and Jimmie couldn’t get 
it if he didn’t get it last year,” car owner 
Rick Hendrick said. “Well, he did. I  
think a lot of the pressure is off. The 
pressure now is not to prove he can be a 
champion. The pressure is on himself to 
come back and be in the hunt again.”

It again starts with Knaus, who 
learned valuable lessons last season. 
First, he realized he had to back off just 
a bit to sustain the energy and drive 
Johnson needed over the long 36-race 
season.

Knaus also learned to delegate but had 
trouble easing up initially. When he was 
caught cheating during Daytona 500 
preparations, a four-week suspension 
forced Knaus to slow down. With the 
crew chief watching from home, 
Johnson rallied to win at Daytona and 
again in Las Vegas two weeks later.

When Knaus returned to the track, he 
was able to maintain an even pace the 
rest of the year.

Now, his challenge will be allowing 
his guys to celebrate last season’s suc
cess without losing the intensity that 
made them champions.

“You have to give the guys an oppor 
tunity to go out there and soak it in and 
feel a sense of accomplishment,” Knaus 
said. “Because if they are working con
tinuously and they don’t get any type of 
reward for what they have done, they 
are going to feel like ‘Why am 1 applying 
myself and working myself to death for

MCT photo/Mm Raoux/Oflando SantiMl
Jimmy Johnson adjusts his saftey harness before going out on the track  for NASCAR pre
season testing for the Nextel Cup Series a t Daytona International Speedway in Daytona 
Beach.

nothing?’
“The drivers take otT and go to France 

and Italy (during the offseason), but the 
guys are in here working like crazy. It’s 
a balance that you’ve got to find, and I 
think we did a good job. We just have to 
wait and see.”

The mind set o f Knaus and his crew 
w ill be just one part o f Johnson’s suc
cess, which also w ill depend on how he 
handles his new role as ambassador to 
the sport.

The demands on Johnson’s time have 
increased, and the s|)otlight magnifies 
everything. He learned that the hard 
way last December when he fell o ff a 
golf cart and broke his wrist while goof
ing around. Reluctant to reveal exactly 
how he was injured, Johnson had to

backtrack when the truth came out.
“ It can get overwhelming with the 

expectations,” said Gordon. “Every 
show, every print and TV, every media, 
every fan wants more of you. That’s a 
good thing, but at the same time, it can 
be hard to manage.”

The only certainty is Johnson plans to 
give his pursuit of a repeat title his full 
attention. Anything else and Knaus 
knows they’ll come up short.

“ I think we have to go out there and 
prove ourselves every week,” Knaus 
said. “Anytime somebody rolls into a 
season or an event thinking that they 
are the favorite, you are going to get 
your butt handed to you. So we won’t 
take the mentality that we are the 
favorites.”

AGGIES
Continued from IB

pifnch to go with one of the nation’s 
stingiest defenses — and that was 
too much for Texas and its super 
freshman.

Durant set a Longhorns freshman 
.record wl%his doUtdi -̂double. 
The previous mark was held by 
'Ron Baxter, who had 13 in 1976-77.

Law’s 15 assists tied a school 
record. Texas A&M (20-3,8-1) led 69- 
63 when he hit the court hard and 
had to be helped to the locker room, 
biting his jersey in pain because of 
an ailing leg. The record crowd of 
13,196 that Included Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry chanted “A-cie! A-cie!” 
as he left the court.

With Joseph Jones already on the 
bench with four fouls, the Aggies 
were left to depend on Donald Sloan 
(11 points) and Bryan Davis (eight 
points).

But the pair came through. Sloan 
kept Durant in check and Davis 
added four points until Law 
returned about 3 minutes later.

“Sloan and Davis received a lot of 
attention before they got here and 
they showed you why tonight,”

Gilllspie said. “They’ve got great 
freshman over there, but I believe 
we’ve got a few guys ourselves. I’m 
really proud of those guys stepping 
up in such a big game.”

Even Law, A&M’s senior point 
guard, was impressed by the pair.

“They’re just maturing right 
before our eyes,” Law said. “These 
past few games they’ve been play
ing extremely well and tonight on 
the biggest stage, in one of the 
biggest games for,Texas A&M they 
played their best.”

A 3-pointer by A.J. Abrams and 
two free throws by D.J. Augustin 
cut A&M’s lead to 76-73, but the 
Longhorns got no closer. Augustin 
had 23 points and nine assists.

“We couldn’t guard them,” 
Gilllspie said. “Augustin is great. 
They’re all good and they’re fast 
and just hard to deal with. We just 
couldn’t keep them out of the 
paint.”

Sloan continued to impress even 
bfter Law retimed, converting a 
layup to make it 83-76. Carter added 
four straight points as A&M built a 
12-point lead.

“We didn’t guard anybody in the 
last 4 minutes,” Texas coach Rick 
Barnes said. “We were terrible. 
That’s what I told our team. I’m dis-

appointeti.”
Durant’s 28 points were the most 

an opponent has scored against the 
Aggies this season. It was the first 
time Texas A&M allowed more 
than 70 points.

The Aggies were still able to hold 
Texas to less than 50 percent shoot 
ing.

Durant scored 12 points in the 
first 6 minutes o f the second half, 
including seven straight that gave 
the Longhorns a 58-57 lead, their 
first o f the game.

A&M quickly got back on top on 
Carter’s 3-pointer on the next pos
session, only to fall back into a tie 
when Augustin hit a pair o f fret  ̂
throws.

Sloan made a quick 3 and 
Antanas Kavaliauskas sandwicluMl 
two baskets around a frei' throw by 
Durant to push Texas A&.M’s lead 
to 67-61 with 11:24 remaining. 
Kavaliauskas had 18 points.

“ I’m just disappointed in our last 
two games when it’s got down to 
where we need some stops and we 
don’t do it.” Barnes said.

Both teams shot 37 fnH? throws, 
with the Longhorns making 27 and 
the Aggies 23. Jones and 
Dominique K irk fouled out for 
A&M.

QBs
Continued from IB

“ Having a head coach 
that is in charge that’s 
got everybody behind 
him is really important 
for the team.

“ I’m not saying who 
that should be, but we 
just kind o f talked philo
sophically, not about spe
cific players,” he said.

.Jason Garrett was hiretj 
nearly two weeks ago for 
an unspecified role with 
the Cowboys organiza

tion, likely as offensive 
coordinator, but he is still 
being considered as a 
candidate for the top job. 
Defensive coordinators 
Wade Phillips of the San 
Diego Chargers and Gary 
Gibbs of the New Orleans 
Saints have also inter
viewed for the postition, 
as did three of Parcells’ 
former assistants.
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ROCKETS
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an overtime loss to the 
Tlmberwolves in
Minnesota on Jan. 7.

Kevin Garnett had 18 
points, 12 rebounds and 
flve assists for Minnesota, 
which has lost 10 of its 
last 12 games and four in 
a row. 'The Wolves are 2-6 
since Randy Wittman 
replaced fired coach 
Dwane Casey on Jan. 23.

Wittman ripped his 
team after Monday’s loss, 
especially his guards, 
who combined to commit 
12 turnovers.

“Our guard play was

a tro c iou s ," W ittm an  said. 
“ T h e re  w as no d irec tion  
at a ll. I d id n ’t re cogn ize  
w hat w e  w e re  d o in g  o ffen 
s iv e ly .”

McGrady, meanwhile, 
topped 30 points for the 
13th time this season and 
the 11th since Dec. 23, 
when Yao Ming broke a 
bone in his right leg. Yao 
is likely out until March, 
but due mostly to 
McGrady, Houston is 14-6 
since that injury.

T h e  R ock e ts  had lost

four of their last five 
home games against the 
Timberwolves. McGrady 
made sure that didn’t hap 
pen again.

“ It was one of those 
games where your best 
player had to step up,” 
McGrady said. “They had 
to see how badly I wanted 
this one.”

Garnett did not score in 
the first quarter, missing 
three shots. The 
Timberwolves started 6- 
for-20.

Howard hit seven of his 
first eight shots, includ 
ing his first three of the 
second quarter. Rafer 
Alston, ejected from the 
Rockets’ loss to New 
Orleans on Saturday, con
verted a steal into a three- 
point play during the 20-6 
spurt, which ended with 
Houston up 34-19.
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Voted “Best Roofing Co.” in Reader's Choice 2006
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Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum. Tickets will be 
on sale at the Big Spring 
Herald today, s 

“We are excited to have 
him In fl-ont of the home 
crowd ... for his debut 
return to professional 
football, but make no 
mistake about it — we’re 
going to play wit win for 
Big Spring.” stated an 
excited Chris Williams, 
the Roughnecks’ head 
coach.
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NO UP FRONT COST! NO POUIPMENT TO BUY!

J FREE : -1 K- 1̂ .• • bYSTFM ’ -------------------
F R E E I / V . i f  - ►.'-lAl I M U )N'

FREE h ; '  i.’ t . [ IVER
1) I K L C 1 V  If '

1 . Ji( V .f l.̂ >'

ORDER D IRECTV NOW! 
1-800-574-1938

WOOD

FULLMOONg
INC.

Roofing

4 3 2 -2 6 7 -5 4 7 8
COMPOSITION

Between You 
And The 
Elements

Better Service 
Better Quality 

Better Price

INSURED - BONDED

METAL Henry Backes TAR

Big Sp
Tuesdi

Act now 1 
Southeas 
Midland.

* Compi

CARPE^
(432)394

14 .

1511

Cal

I U 2H  
143211

401

I B

'  I

http://www.draialharnaga.coni


) 8»nMw»l
CAR pre- 
Daytona

out. 
ith the 
“Every 
media, 

That’s a 
it can

plans to 
his full 
Knaus

ere and 
Knaus 
into a 

lat they 
I to get 
e won’t 
are the

ffensive 
e is still 
d as a 
top job. 
linators 
the San 
nd Gary 
Orleans 

inter
est itlon, 
arcells’

700
79720

^ 2

ibtctl Hcim 
md more 
J4I1I lying 

urncd into 
IT. Founder.

value" 
n buMnem 
Kfved over 
IFfMtdKn 
luld cixn

rvice
lality
rice

Biq Spring Herald
Tuesday, February 6, 2007 C l a s s i f i e d 3B

710 Scurry 263-7331 www.blgspringherald.com

Cem etery Lots
2 SPACES in Bethany Section 
of Trinity Memorial. Ccill 
(540)463-2429._______________

Educational
^  SOUTHEASTERN  

CAREER INSTITUTE
Midland Campus 

Act now for career training from 
Southeastern Career Institute - 
Midland.

Train in:
* Computer Business Systems

* Dental Assistant
* Medical Assistant

* Medical Office Specialist 
1-800-497-1557 

www.sdnow6.com 
4320 W. Illinois Avenue, 

Suite A. Midland, TX 79703

Help W anted

CARPENTERS NEEDED. Call 
(432)394-4647 leave message.

Help W anted
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
The Big Spring Herald is look

ing for a go-getter to sell adver
tising in our retail department.

If you like people, have sales 
experience (newspaper sales a 

'plus), are a team player, have^ 
dependable transportation, are 
organized, pay attention to de
tails, are creative, and like to 
make money, we want to talk 
to you. We otter an established 
account list, benefits, paid va
cation, mileage reimbursement, 
and commission.

Apply at 710 Scurry, or send 
resume to;

Rick Nunez 
P.O. Box 1431 

Big Spring, TX 79721 
or fax:

(432)264-7205 
email to:

addesign@bigspring
herald.com

Help Wanted
 ̂ Are you paying too much for 

Health Inauranca?
The City of Big Spring 

Pays 100% of the 
Employee’s premium. 

Apply for these positions today: 
Police Officer Certified & Non. 

$14.40/hr.
Plant Operator 

$12.12/hr.
Jailer

$10.98/hr.
Utility Worker 

$9.94Air.
Park Maintenance Worker 

$9.94/hr.
Contact:

Human Resources 
City of Big Spring 

Phone: 432-264-2346 
Fax: 432-264-2387 

www.d.big-spring.tx.us 
EOE

NEEDED CLASS A or B CDL
drivers. Call (432) 267-6006.

Help Wanted

BUSINESS OFFICE 
MANAGER

We seek a multi-faceted indi
vidual to coordinate business 
office functions at our busy 
long-term healthcare facility.

Responsibilities include 
AP/AR, payroM, basic HR du
ties, preparing reports, etc. 
Must have exper w i^ long term 
care procedures,
Medicare/Medicaid billing, ate., 
and be able to handle multiple 
tasks. Good communication & 
organizational skills, and com
petence in MS office spread
sheets eteential. EOE/MFHV. 
For information, call 
(325)573-6332, mail resume, 
or a ^ y  in person at SNYDER 
HEALTH CARE CENTER, 
5311 Big Spring Highway, Sny
der, TX 79549.

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING

COMMERCIAL 
CONSTRUCTION 

JOB SUPERINTENDENT 
must be professional and 

sxperierKed in all phases of 
construction.

Drug test, pre-employment 
physical and travel required. 

Mail resume to: 
GENERAL

^  SUPERINTENDENT 
PO BOX 60706 

MIDLAND, TX 79711
CLINE bONSTRUCTION I s
taking applications for the fol
lowing- equipment operators 
i n d u ^  dozer, loader, main- 
tainar, backhoe and bucket 
trucks. Class A & B CDL driv
ers. Concrete workers and 
general laborers. Immediate 
positions open call or come by 
(432)267-6006, 1807 N. FM 
700, 8:00-5.-00.

Help W anted
PART TIME

Immed PART TIME openings 
for individuals as:

DIETARY AIDE/COOK 
Various duties in kitchen & din
ing room. Experience pre
te n d .

HOUSEKEEPERS 
Must be reliable & dependable. 
No exper necessary. 
EOE/MFHV. For information, 
call (325)573-6332, or apply in 
person at SNYDER HEALTH 
CARE CENTER, 5311 Big 
Spring Highway, Snyder.

Corner o f B irdw ell 
a &  FM 700

J i m m y  H o p p e r
All Cars Come with A 3 Month/4,500 Mile Warranty

Financing A vailab le  
207-6BS8

60B6 Clwwrelet Wehmi 7 1**e Dedee aweaw 1

L Ml ISM S t HMIRCiEg
a Q u — — O S j  B  I t i u  R ia ic lE g  i

COifE JOIN OUR TEAMI
SERVERS * COOKS 

* DISHWASHERS NEEDED.
/Ul shifts available g 

Apply at;
1710 East Third Street 

E.O.E.

BORED? WANT a position that 
ia rawardir>g and chaHanging? 
Wa have the answer. W <^  
from 5:30p-10:00p at Jack & 
JiN Child Cara, 1706 Nolan. 
Ptaasa apply in person.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract:$1.58 Per Day

. A U TO  PARTS C A R P E T G A R A G E SALE C O N C R E T E C O N C R E T E C O N C R E T E

T « a l  C a r p a t a
* Ceramic T ile
* Laminate
* Wood
* V iny l
* Carpet

We carry a ll your 
carpet auppllaa

HAVING A 
GARAGE SALE
CALL 263-7331
Herald ClassiHeds

m R Q D E Z -------------

FEN C E CO.
All types 
of fences 

& repairs.

Concrete work, carports. 
All work gusrsnteed.

Frtt Estimates
Benny Marquezowmr

STUCCO 
DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLCXIK FENCES

CMco and Sons 
Concrete

(4S2) 4««-067S  
(4S2) s ia e M i

«iSfi.riiWM
Mm Mtssmstxnno

J. T. Builders
Rem odeling • Dryw all 

Oeramic T ile  •  E lectrica l 
Plum bing  •  R oofing  

B rick  A  Concreu Work 
Driveways • Sidewalks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Sw im m ing P oo l Decks 

JONSMV TALAISANTIZ 
|4Sa) a iS -M U  M l  
|4m  a S M I l t  Has.

C O N C R E T E

All Type* Concrete Work 
1 P %  Block a  Brick Repair 

Trenchlns 4  Tractor Service

Campbell Coicrate 
Coetractors

Call-Tom m y C am pbell
Concrete Contractor

(432) 4M4)e23 
(432) t3S^3M4

20M Punnele 
P»9 Spno9,TX 79720

G AR A G E SALE

HAVING A 
GARAGE SALE
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

D IR T  W O R K FE N C E S FE N C E S H E A T IN G  &  A C

l HERALD

N cxa rt PAM samY
i m a s i iiY .
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog, |
Backhoe,

Bulldozing, Small 
Grubbing Jobs and W ill 

C lear Lots.
432-786-3444

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquai-Owmsr

Finest In 
Fencing
Wood*

Chainlink

Free Eatlmatea

B &  M  Fence Co.
C0MCRCtM.*RESDENm. 
o r  OUR PNCCt COMPARE 

FREEESTSUTES 
R0KRTMMVXJE7

aas-isfs •
~  1 sas ass ssaa

• Sarvtctnc all haaten 
central A wall

• Duct work • all ihaet metal work 
• Rtfltterc A GrUls

W «*r.'iM A M l lit ,H um  
I ’ .tl Is I i l l r l  s, H r l l s

H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T  H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T  W  H O M E  IM P R O V E M E HOME IMPROVEMENt M  HOME IMPROVEMENT J A N IT O R IA L

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

B O B 'S  C U S T O M  
W O O D W O B K

409 E. 3RD 267-B811

RS
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

M inor Electrical

Garage door repair. 
Appliances Installed

816-3030

D ay Oc D ay  
B u ild e rs

CiHlow BuUdlai • ReaxideUnt • Rooflat 
TAa • Oaraea Daaea • CaAlwata 

VbiytSMInf
D. W. Day (412) 4S7-22M  

Can (432) 2704733  
Dannia Day 1432) 310-3030

Box 366 
lo e  West 7Ui 

ronan, TX 79733

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging AFtnIshing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation A 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

AFFOROAILE HOIME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation 
•Repair*

•Maintenance

SatigfiaettoH Guaranteed 
NOJOBISTOOSMtALU

BREAWE a  CHASING 
SERVia

Chimneys. Carpets. Air Ducts, 
liatds. Hake Ready’a And More.

now OBerirng SecuHty 
Pnemeta StamOmem. flecm. 

Ateeme et rnmek men.

432- 353-4849
Y O U R  A D

PUT YOUR 
AD HER£

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

R E P A IR S

L A W N  S E R V IC E

MOWING, ALLEYS 
TILUNG, TREE TRIMMING 

LIGHT HAULING
CALL

267-5460
CELL8ie-$iso

Scoggin Lawn Sorvica

R O O F IN G

N A IL  S A L O N

Pro Spa Nail Salon

Pedicure: * 21.99 
Manicure: * 11.99 
Pull Set: * 2 0.00  at Up 
Remi: * l 3 .9 9 ttup

P E S T C O N T R O L P L U M B IN G R E N T A L S

Solar nails:
ItUMircyDrSlMIO 14371 ?63 6?15

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL 
Since 1334 

432-263-6814

2008 Birdwell Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.ewalpc.coni
mm#*walpc.com

Drain Oeanlng 
Oa* Line 
Water Leaks 
Flxturea

• bimirnd
N-S7S3f~

i t M n i i r i f i m i

VENTURA
COMPANY
Houses • Storages 
Commercial BuHdlngs 
Forrent/aale v '

6 1 6 1 .  i a *
IM S . 1611 1 .1 1 *

STORAGE TAX SERVICES TREE T R I M M I N G YOUR AD

Sewing Machine 
Guy

S te v e
REPAm  A N D  SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS

(432) 935-6380
A lt Work Guaranteed

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar A Gravel. 
Ail type of repalra! 
Work Guaranteed. 

Spedalislag In Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repalral 

Big Spring A Samudlng Araat.
247-1110

M M ~ S to n g m

1/2 Off
n w  m/Omm

m NoD0po$it m

3301 E. FM 700 263-0732

FASTCA4H
On iM o a c  T u  R c*ad  

Retand Lwm M ttin  34 Rra.*

CALL ;
(4321264-41641

LUPE ’STREE
TRIM M ING

Mor* than so year* 
ofexperleno*. Stamp 

grtndor available. 
For Tree Trlnunlng 

andreoMival.

4S2-26»«406

PUT YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald

BPwnB H H K A T  T l

http://www.blgspringherald.com
http://www.sdnow6.com
http://www.d.big-spring.tx.us
http://www.ewalpc.coni
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Help W anted Help W anted Help Wanted Help Wanted

BLAST M A S f i^  has a posi
tion available for;
* Crew Technician 
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please. Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.
CLERICAL POSITION. 12
noon-6;00 pm. Apply Jack & 
Jill, 1708 Nolan.

COOK: Must be able to pre
pare meals (or specials diets, 
be reliable & depencmsle, 
EOE. For information, call 
Janie Cardoza at 
(806)872-2141, or apply in per
son at SAGE HEALTH CARE 
CENTER, 1201 North 15th St, 
La mesa, TX.

RN
with homehealth experience 
helpful but not needed to join 
our dynamic team of health
care professionals. We are a 
locally owned company who 
cares about our clients and our 
employees!

* Full Time
* Great Pay
* Vacation
& Sick Time 

•PAID
Health Insurance 

•401K
* Great Work 

Environment
* Paid Mileage

Please mail resume or 
fax to: 432-570-1303

InHoiM Cars, Inc.
SOS W. Indtana 

mrnmi. TX 7S701 
AMik SkharS Watar

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus 
up to $4000. Call Jay at 
888-527-7221.

DRIVERS: CDL-A. Wallet
Need Support? Call C&W 
TransportI New Pay Scale! 
Home Daily! Hot OilA/acuum 
Operators. 432-570-1911.

LVNS: $1000 
sIgn-on bonus

FULL TIME on 10PM TO 6AM 
SHIFT, requires TEXAS state 
license. EOE. For information, 
call Kirby James at 
(806)872-2141, or apply in per
son at SAGE HEALTH CARE 
CENTER, 1201 North 15th St. 
Lamesa, TX.

ENTRY LEVEL COMMUNITY 
SUPERVISION OFFICER 
(CSO), minimum requirements 
as stated in Texas Gwernment 
Code 76.005.
(1) Must have a bachelor's ae- 
gree; and
(2) Unless the degree is in 
criminal justice, criminology, 
corrections, counseling, human 
services, law, law enforcement, 
police science, pre-law, public 
administration, rehabilitative 
studies, social work, psychol
ogy, sociology, the person 
must have:
(a) one year of graduate study 
iri one of those fields; or
(b) one year experience in 
full-time casework, counseling, 
or community group work.
(3) Cannot be employed as a 
peace officer or work as a re
serve or volunteer peace offi
cer; and
(4) Cannot be currently on 
community supervision or pa
role or serving a sentence for a 
criminal offense.
Must reside in Howard. Martin, 
or Glasscock County or be will
ing to relocate. Resumes due 
Monday, February 12. 2007 at 
118th District CSCD, 315 Main, 
Suite B, P.O. Box 1951, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-1951. Only 
those selected for an interview 
will be connected.

FULL TIME LVN needed for 
Martin County Home Health. 
With benefits, medical, dental 
and vision. PRN/CNA needed 
in Midland-Odessa area. 
Please call Allison Williams, 
DON at (432)756-3259 or fax 
resume to (432)756-4510.
HEAVY EQUIPMENT Opera
tors needed. Overnight travel 
required. Competitive pay. Call 
(432)213-6802 or 264-1959.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for
Roustabout Helpers, Pushers 
& Filled Drivers with CDL Li
cense. Apply at Rusty's Oilfield 
Service in Stanton. 1 Mile West 
of Stanton on North Senrice 
Road of 1-20 Monday thru Fri
day 8-5. (432)756-2821.

MOUNTAIN VIEW Lodge is 
seeking professional and de
pendable employees for the 
following positions; House
keeping, 8:00-4:00 shift. P.R.N. 
L.V.N.'s, 2:00-10:00, Charge 
Nurse and a D.O.N. If inter
ested in any of the positions 
please contact Joy at 
(432)263-1271.

EVENING DISHWASHER su
pervisor. Apply in person 2401 
S. Gregg. Good pa to the right 
person.
EZELL-KEY FEED and Grain 
hiring tor store manager. Great 
pay; benefits, insurance and 
retirement available. Please 
contact Bob Traylor in Snyder. 
Texas at (800)299-4496.

N O W
€' n V r^ y  s v r v ie  v \

Due to our growth, we heve a continuing need in our Big Spririg Field office for:

Rig Hands, Derrick Hands, 
Floor Hands & Operators

WESTSIDE DAY Care needs 
a FT worker. Call 
(432)263-7841 for more infor
mation. Must U>e 16 yrs, 
GED/Diploma, 1 year DC expe
rience, Child Development a 
plus.

NEW CHRISTIAN FM radio 
station needs full time commu
nity representative. Starts im
mediately. E-mail resume to 
tdwwork@gmail.com. For in
terview the week of January 
29th, please call Mike 
(260)463-5655

YOUR ROAD TO A NEW CAREER!

Wc Oder compeWve piy: 40l(k) with comptny much, aftonlable medK4, denial, 
and We insurance: paid time oK tiased on len|th ol service, and pax) hokdaYS

IP learn mora about ipocMIc oppottunMos. «isM our Uf Spring locatioii 
m: Sasic Energy Servkot 

llOS North Hlghuroy 17 
Big Spring, lOxas 7T72I

EOE-M/r/O/V 
Orug free Enviienmert

Paid CDL Tt-akiingl
•  No Experience Needed!
•  Earn $40 - $7SK Yeartyl
Stevens liansport oHers the best 
anpretimian banng progiam for nrw 

fivers' Get you caieci idbrig and ciyî  
rnrptiorvii tsiwqi and (yrat bmtMs 
(rum the t1 pinrMi ttansportJloi (anieil For nora MormatioR, can

800-333-8595
\ V \v \ t «* V r n <1 f 1 .  ̂ I

s p r S I H E R A L D
710 S curry « PO Box 1431 » B ia Soring. TX 79721 » (432) 263-7331 - Fax 432-264-72Q5

Nam e.

Address-

City. State Zip-
Telephone Date;

CLASSIFIED AD
W rite one word on each line:

Up to  25 w ords: __Sunday Only $19.50 __^One weekday only $12.25 _ T w o  Consecutive Days
$16.50 __ ^Three Consecutive days $ 2 0 .2 5 __Four Consecutive Days $23.50
__ Five Consecutive Days $25.75 __ Ŝix Consecutive Days $27.00 _ T w o  weeks $51.00

___ Three W eeks $64.50 __Four weeks $ 7 5 .0 0 __^Garage Sales (3 days) $16.75
Each add’l word 20-cents per word per day.

Enhancem enta  Price per word for entire run: __Bolding $1 .00_C entering  $ 1 .0 0 __ Italics $1.00
Price for entire run ;___ Blind Box $ 1 0___ Photo $ 4 .0 0 __ Graphics $ 1 .0 0 __ Logos $1.00

Pricea Include placement on Internet at www.bigapringherald.com 
S tart D ate___________________C lass ification :__________________________

DEA DLIN ES:
12 noon Fri. for Sunday; 4:15 Fri. 
for Monday; 12 noon Mon. for 
Tu m ; 12 noon Tues. for Wed.; 12 
noon Wed. for Thurs.; 12 noon 
Thurs. for Fri.

CLASSIFICATIO NS:
Announcements; Business Opportunity; Cemetery Lots; Financial; 
O arage Sales; Help W anted; Instruction; Items for Sale; Jobs 
W anted; Lost and Found; Miscellaneous.; Mobile Homes; National 
Ads; On the Farm; Pets; Public Notice; Real Estate for Rent; Real 
Estate for Sale; Services Offered; Vehicles; Legals

Enclosed is $_
__^Credit Card#.
Exp. Date______

__Cash __Money O der __Check

Vcode#

Are you a subscriber: __Yes __ No

Help W anted Help W anted
NOW HIRING Bartenders and 
Cocktail waitresses. Must be 
18. Call the San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill at (432)267-1767 or 
213-0946.

PARKVIEW NURSING 
A REHABILPTATION

Come join our teami Be part of 
our devoted staff providing 
resident care. Now Hiring for 
LVN's, which offers competitive 
pay, great benefits and a fan
tastic working environment. Ap
ply in person at 3200 Parkway 
Rd.

WOODFOREST NATIONAL
Bank is now hiring tor branch 
manger, retail banker/teiler po
sitions at our Big Spring loca
tion. Please ap^y online at 
www.woodforest.com. EOE 
m/(Ar/d

Items for Sale
12X24 GARAGE/STORAGE -
Must Sell  ̂ This Week! 
Delivery/Financing Available. 
432-563-3108.

NEED BACKHOE operator 
w/CDL. Good driving record. 
Need one year experience. 
Must pass drug test. Call 
(432)394-4161.

PARKVIEW NURSING & Re
habilitation now hiring for 
C.N.A. positions. Offer great 
benefits and competitive pay. 
Please apply in person at 3200 
Parkway Rd.

DEMO/ DISPLAY Hot Tub - 5
to 6 person. $84.00 a month 
with approved credit- Delivery 
Available. 432-563-3108.

NEED EXTRA money? Work 
6:00 a.m.-7:30 a.m. at Jack Jill 
Child Care. Apply in person at 
1708 Nolan.

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI
TIONS. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE 
CALLS.

DISH SATELLITE Equipment - 
HD DVR 921, new or re-condi
tioned. MUCH CHEAPER 
THAN DISH PRICE OR  
LEASE. Call (432)267-8514.

Lost and Found

NEED PHARMACY TECH 30
Hours per week. Certified & 
Experienced. Call
1-800-469-4467.

POLLARD CHEVROLET is
seeking a Finance & Insurance 
Sales person. Sales experi
ence required. Benefits, 401K, 
Health Ins.. Apply in person at 
1501 East 4th.

LOST JACK Russell Terrier 
(Brown & White), has collar 
with tags. Last seen Saturday 
2/3/07 at 6th and Mulberry. 
Please call 432-517-0869.

NEED TWO Breakfast Host 
Mon-Fri and Weekends Only. 
Must be Friendly, have a good 
nature or out-going. Pick up 
application at Holiday Inn Ex
press, 1109 N. Aylford
NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash
iers. Stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700.

PORTER HENDERSON 
IMPLEMENT

Opening for Full-time Positions: 
Parts Sales, Salesperson, Sec
retary and Receptionist. Look
ing for hard working, positive 
individuals with ability to learni 
Submit resume or application 
to; 3011 N. Hwy. 87.

SMALL FEMALE Boston Ter
rier found in Kentwood area. 
Call (432) 267-8769.

M iscellaneous
BRAND NEW Queen pillow top 
mattress set. In wrapper. War
ranty. Must Move. Sacrifice 
$175.00. 432-349-4043.

S&S WELL Service is looking 
tor experienced floor hands. 
Apply at 309 Main St., Sparen- 
burg Bldg.

CAKES: Wedding. Anniversa
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams
(432)267-8^1.

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Call (432)267-6027 M-F.

SEEKING SUPERVISORY/
Management experienced in 
the limestone industry. Must 
have working knowledge of 
mfg and machinery also heavy 
equipment. Benefit package in
cludes medical insurance, paid 
vacation and holidays. 
800-749-8373 Ref Job Posting 
#4687939.

COOKWARE- NEW Years 
Clearancel We stopped doing 
dinner parties! Have some 
beautiful 17-piece sets left! 
Heavy, 7-ply surgical stainless 
steel! Waterless and Grease- 
lessl Brand newl Were $2000, 
first 7 callers buy for $299! 
vaposeal.com 1 -800-343-4628.

STATE LICENSED 
JOURNEYMEN 

ELECTRICIANS and 
HELPERS

Local Company Seeks Quali
fied applicants for LOCAL 
work. Paid hotidays. Vacation 
and Sick Time. Weekends Off. 
All interested applicants, 
please phone (432)263-3939.

KING PILLOWTOP Mattress 
Set. Brand New still in Plastic. 
Full Factory Warranty. Must 
Sell. $249. 432-349-4043
NASA MEMORY FOAM Mat
tress Set. Conforms to body. 
New in plastic. List $1399.00 
Sacrifice $399.00
432-349-4043.
NEW CHERRY Sleigh bed 
$259.00. Midland. Call 
432-349-4043.

EXPERIENCEDWANTED
electrician, must have a valid 
drivers license and be able to 
pass drug test. Must be willing 
to relocate to small West Texas 
town. Offering top pay and 
benefits. Serxj resumes c/o 
P.O. Box 1431/157, Big Spring, 
TX 79721-1431.

SUQ HT DAMAGED 8x12 Stor- 
age- 40 Year Warranty. Deliv- 
ery/Financing Available
432 563-3108.
WHY PAY Rent? 10X12 Stor
age Building from $51.00 a 
month. Delivery/Financing 
Available. 432-563-3106.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted tor local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
dnving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$6.50 per hour. Apply in per
son, Credit World. 1611 Gregg.

Pets
THIS NEWSPAPER is not re 
sponsible lor the spedtic con
tent of the C lassifi^ ads. Be
fore investing money in a pet 
ad with which you are unfamil
iar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

Shroyer 
Motor Co.
B est Deals In  Town!

2003 C M C Yukon XL
Black w/Gray Leather, Heated Seats, Center 

Captains, DVD, 54K, One Owner.

*17,995

2005 Pontiac Bonnavllla 
SLE - Leather, All Power, 
11K Miles, Orw Owner.

^8.995

2006 PONTIAC Vibe - White 
w/Charcoal Intarior, Loaded. 

MSRP $20,070

SALE PRICE ^ , 5 9 9

2006 BuIck Luoama CX • 4
Door, Sedan, White w/grey 
Cloth Intarior, AH Power, 17K.

2001 CMC SofKMTM X-Cab • 
V6, Auto, Power Windows & 
Locks, Air, 72K.

*#MI95 *9895
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AN ADORABLE female bull
dog for sale. She is AKC Reg
istered and has all shots upto- 
date. She is in good health 
condition, vet check and ready 
for her new family home. Email 
me at
mercyJenson@yahoo.com for 
more info.
YORKIE FOR Sale: Health 
guaranteed, shipping is avail
able, delivery. Contact for more 
information:
petsbreedOl @yahoo.com

Real Estate for Rent

South Plains Apts
Efficiency, 1 A2Bdrma

N«w Applwnoi & nituTM 

DWiNatworkw/SOO*' 
Channate incl 34 Lxtlno 

Hl-6p*td Wlrtltw  Intamat 

PicnicABQArM 

N«w Laundry k Vwiding

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Marla (432)263-3461.

2007 SPECIAL 3 bedroom. 2 
bath, family room with a fire
place, and a work shop, stone 
front y a r^ ^ V iB K e d  car ports 
in the b * |Q l$ lA < u s t  sell for 
Health RSasons. Special Price 
$15000.00 CASH. No Owner 
Financing. Call (432)940-2519, 
in the afternoons to see.

3304W Hw> 10 I  
(432)714-4g40 *

m ztzanm
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re
frigerator, dishwasher, fur
nished. Washer/ dryer connec
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.
407 East 8th- 1/1 bath. Stove 
& refrigerator. $275. month, 
$175. deposit. CH/A. No HUD 
and no pets. No Bills Paid. Call 
(432)267-2296.
712 GOLIAD. 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath. Washer & dryer connec
tions, CH/A. $550. month, 

• ^deposit. No HUD. No Bills 
Paid. Call (432)267-2296.
SEVERAL OFFICES available. 
Call (432)263-6514, 517-0038, 
(432)770-5656.
THREE BEDROOM, one bath, 
CH/A. 3704 Calvin. $550. 
month, $300. deposit. Call 
(432)270-3848 for more infor
mation.

YESTERDAYS ELEGANCE,
today's modern. 1 bedroom 
plus upstairs studro. Near post 
office. $285. Nonsmoking, no 
pets. Credit qualification. 
McDortald (432)263-7615 or 
263-4835.

Real Estate for Sale
1319 MULBERRY 3 bedroom. 
1 bath, CH/A. Call 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

HOUSE TO be moved. 3 bed- 
room 1 bath, brick. Call (432) 
393-5517.

B A K C E L O r S A  A P A K T M E I N T S
*299 MOVE IN SPECIAL ♦ APPLICATION a> SECURITY DEP. ^

5 3 8  W cs to v e r

ALL BALS PAID
2 6 3 -1252 I-8 6 8 -2 6 5 -4 I0 4

lO M E
R e a l t o r s

p B lln i]

(432) 263-1284 now. MercyBig Spring. Tx. 79720
C all One O f O u r Professional Associates 

For A ll O f Y o u r Real Estate Needs

NICE WELL-CARED FOR HOME • 4 Bedroom. 2 Bath, 
Approx. 1635 L iv in g  Sq. F t., P retty Back Yard, 

Storage S h ^ .

e m  iM us w N iu iT s i Q  27M 920 nunm

i 2n i i E m -i M M

Services O llered
RON'S HANDYMAN Roof Re
pair, don’t replace it. fix H. 17 
years exp. Please leave mes
sage if no answer 
(432)935-6274 or email: 
edwaw8@aol.com

Vehicles

Tomorrow's Horoscope

2600 CARLETON, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Central H/A, clean, new 
fence, & covered carport. Cor
ner lot, quiet neighb^ood, a 
must see. Call (432)213-2681 
or 213-2688 for more info.

FORECLOSURE! 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, only $41,2001 Spacious 
Must Seel For listing Call 
800-544-6258 ext F906.

HOUSE for RENT/SALE- 1501 
Hilltop. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath, 
$600 month plus deposit. Wa
ter included. Call
(432)264-3976.

MOBILE HOME. 2 year old 
doublewide, great area, car
port, storage buildings, hot-tub. 
Excellent condition! Owner 
transferring, priced for quick 
sale! Serious inquires onlyl 
(432)213-3235, (432)213-0917.

OWNER FINANCE. POOO 
down. Four to choose from. 
Call (432) 264-9907.

OWNER FINANCING- Homes 
from $49,900. Down payments 
of only 5%.
Open for Inspection- Every 
Sunday in February, 12 P.M.-5 
P.M. tough credit OK. We know 
bad things can happen to good 
people. Get your credit back on 
track. Stop renting an d enjoy 
full home ownership.
For a listing of homes avail
able. Call 432-687-2696, ext. 4 
or pick up a list at 1611 W. 
Texas Ave., Midland.

OWNER FINANCE. Newly re- 
modeled two bedroom, one 
bath, corner lot. 1400 Mesa, 
Big Spring. Low down, low 
monthly. (432)556-7829. Se 
Habla Espanol.

Services Offered
HOW WOULD you like to 
decorate our home with high 
quality accessories tor FREEI7I 
CaH today and book your 
Home 5 Garden Party and 111 
show you howl Host a party 
before 16th February and re
ceive ANY item in the cata
logue for only $19,501 This is 
an opportunity you don't want 
to miss. Call Victoria at 
432-264-6586 for more infor
mation.

suI do Iku
C  Puz2 lee by Pappooom
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BUY-SELL-TRADE 
In the

Bif Sprlni Herald CUulfletb 
263-7331

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES 
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are tome helpfUl tlpa and 
Information that wtll help you 
when placing your ad. After your 
ad hat been publlahed the flrat 
day we tuggeai you check the ad 
for mlttaket and If error* have 
been made we wtll gladly correct 
the ad and run It again for you at 
no additional charge. If your ad la 
Inadvertently not printed advance 
payment will cheerfully be refund
ed and the newspaper's liability 
will be for only the amount 
received for publication of the 
advertlaemenl. We reserve the 
right to edit or r«)ect any ad for 
publication that does not meet our 
ttandarda of acceptance.

CSafotif Does M a tte rl
2007 

Ford Edge
______________ C ro s s o v e r SUW_____________
The “All N ew “ Edge earned the Insurance Institu te  fo r Highway 
S afety ’a “Top S afety A w ard” getting  top  scores fo r front, e ld e j 
and rear Im pact safety.

Rating also applies to Lincoln MKX
The Luxury Version

Several New 2006 Models 
I  To Choose From

Mugm Dfmoountml
Hob lirot'k Ford
.KKI \\ n il 2ti7-7 12 I

2002 FORD Crew Cab. Power 
stroke, automatic. One Owner. 
300,000 Miles, headache & 
grill guard, power seats and 
windows. Excellent condition. 
$11,500.00. Call
(432)213-0739.

2002 MERCURY Villager Es-
tate mini van. All power, one 
owner, garaged, leather, six 
disc CD, rear entertainment 
system. 49,000 miles. $11,900. 
Call (432)270-2463 or
267-2463.

2003 MERCURY Grand Mar-
quis LS. Fully loader. Like 
New. 46k miles, $15,795.00. 
Also have 2002 Dodge 2500 
with Tommy lift. $18,595.00. 
Both Garaged Keeped.
(432)267-1556

97 MERCURY Mountaineer 
V8. AWD, 4DR Suv, A/C. Tow 
package, all options. 115,500 
miles. Nearly new tires.
$5,295.00. Call Ray at 
(432)264-0603.

WANTED USED Gooseneck 
trailer. 20,000 GVW. Call Gary 
209-606-3094.

Ho u d a y

M athis

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Are you ready for radi

cal romance? Outrageous 
expressions of emotion? 
Love planet 
Venus and 
the planet of I 
su rp rises ,
Uranus, are 
conjunct in 
s p i r i t u a l  
Pisces. It’s a 
time to com- 
m u n i c a t e  
your heart 
with great
imagination.___________
E m otion a l 
explosions happen, too. 
By being gloriously unre
alistic, we create a new

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . Forgiveness is more 
than an act of grace. It’s 
an element of change. 
Without it, you can’t 
move forward. It may 
look like you’re in a new 
place, but it plays out the 
same as before.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . You’re handling some 
testy personalities — diffi
cult people, the types who 
make you feel like pre
tending you’re someone 
else. Keep smiling, even 
when you’re out of ideas.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . Youth is sweet. You’re 
hanging around In that 
sweetness, regardless of 
your age, because your 
curious attitude keeps 
you fresh. Tonight is 
interesting because of the 
questions you ask.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . The morning is slug
gish, even with coffee. 
Perhaps you’re nervous 
about an upcoming pres
entation, or about meet
ing a deadline. Work, and

your inspiration will kick 
in this afternoon.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Faith comes to different 
people in different ways. 
Your tolerance of this 
process in its many forms 
allows you to be accepting 
instead of judgmental, 
especially in regards to 
yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). The best way to show 
your might is by remain
ing flexible. A willingness 
to cooperate and reach a 
workable compromise 
serves you well. Gentle 
persistence wins the day.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Just because the numbers 
add up doesn’t mean the 
figures are right. It’s not 
often that your intuition 
leads you astray. Believe 
what your higher sense is 
telling you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). There’s a fine line 
between doing well unto 
others and stretching 
yourself too thin. Beware 
of taking on too many 
responsibilities. Saying 
no is sometimes the most 
loving thing you can do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). When the going 
gets rough and people 
start to butt heads, 
remember that the only 
power any of us really has 
is the power to relinquish 
control. You can walk 
away at any time. This 
gives you tremendous 
leverage.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). Romance can 
spring up in the most 
unusual places — at the 
laundromat, or the DMV. 
Maybe even right under 
your nose, if you’d only 
open your eyes and see

without prejudice. Let go 
of preconceived notions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). You’ll receive an 
enthusiastic response to 
the project you’ve been 
working on. Don’t let that 
stop you from doing what 
you need to do to improve 
your work. A Virgo per
fectionist can help you!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). Your main opponent 
is boredom. Though work 
may be tedious, finding 
ways to amuse yourself 
shouldn’t be too difficult. 
Just don’t let the boss 
catch you surfing the 
Internet or text messaging 
your friends on company 
time.

CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
Working at the age of 10, 
redheaded actor Seth 
Green recognized his life 
path early, and it took 
him from Woody Allen’s 
“Radio Days’’ to televi
sion’s “Bufiy the Vampire 
Slayer’’ to the box office 
bonanza “Austin Powers.’’ 
His role in the cartoon 
phenomenon “Family 
Guy’’ cements a presence 
as the comedian of his 
generation. What more 
could you expect from 
Aquarius, the sign of the 
future?

I f  you would like to write 
to Holiday Mathis, please 
go to www.creators.com 
and click on "Write the 
Author" on the Holiday 
Mathis page, or you may 
send her a postcard in the 
mail. To find out more 
about Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.
c 2007 CREATORS SYN

DICATE. INC.

Annie’s Mailbox
Legals

PUBLIC n o tic e
Big Spring Indepvndant School 
Oiitrict h«a contracted with Spring 
City Auction to sM tha distict's 
sufpkis proparty Tha diatrict's sur
plus proparly It add at tha lotow- 
mg location throughout Iha yaar; 

Spring City Auction 
sot Birdwal Lana. Unit #1 
Big Spring. TX 79720 

Yog may chack with Spring City 
tor tha dasignad auctxm 

I arxl timas.
*5222 Fabruary 6. May 8, August 7 
and Novambar 6,2007

Dear Annie: A year ago, 
I moved with my wife w d  
four smalt chiidreu to a 
community of some '700 
residents. Recently,' I 
learned that a local boy 
has a shoe fetish. He stole 
a girl’s shoes fTom her 
house and was caught 
gratifying himself over 
them. I feel sorry for the 
boy. No one chooses to be 
that sort of person. I also 
feel sorry for his parents. 
It must be extremely dis
couraging to have a son 
with such an affliction. 
But the boy is a hefty, 
strong 18-year-old, and my 
two girls are 10 and 11.

I spoke to my girls to 
warn them not to stay too 
close to that boy, especial
ly in lonely places and 
after dark. It turns out the 
girls in the neighborhood 
know all about this fel
low. My daughters and 
their girlfriends won’t let 
that young man look at 
their shoes, and they 
throw stones at him if he 
comes too close.

What upsets me is that 
it’s Impossible to obtain 
specific Information on 
how many of these 
fetishists are likely to 
attack someone eventual
ly. I want a better under
standing of the magnitude 
of the problem. Can you 
help? — In Spite of 
Compassion in Canada

Dear In Spite Of: Most 
shoe fetishists obsess only 
over shoes and related 
items, and will not harm 
anyone. However, if the 
boy is stealing, it doesn’t

>

BOB BROCK FORD lINCOlN r.'ERCURV '

fOUALHOUMNO
omxrruHrrr

Al reel Mtat* advorlitlng in IN« 
newspaper it subject to tie 
Federal Fair H o u ^  Act of 
1988 wtiich makes it illegal to 
advartiaa "any pretorance limi
tation or discrimination based 
on raca, color, ratglon, sax or 
national origin, or an Intanton 
to maka any sucti pretaranoa, 
Nmitalton or (tacrimination.*
TNs newspaper wN not laww- 

ingly accept any advertalng tor 
real eslaia wtiich to in violallon 
of tie  law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that at 
dwsBnga advamaad In this 
newspaper are avaHabia on an 
aquaf opporlunNy beaie.

'K ■ ■

K a t h y  M it c h e l l  
M a r c y  S u g a r

sound as if his behavior is 
entirely under control. 
Your girls are wise to 
avoid him, although they 
should not be throwing 
stones. More importantly, 
someone should talk to 
the boy’s parents and ask 
if he is getting profession
al help. Since you sound 
both sensible and compas
sionate, we nominate you.

Dear Annie: I am a 
widow in my 70s. For the 
past nine months, I have 
been seeing “Bill,” a 
divorced man. Bill is very 
intelligent, a great con
versationalist and lots of 
fhn. Our sexual contacts 
are more than satisfacto
ry. We are both financial
ly Independent, so money 
Is not an issue.

Then what is my con
cern? I have yet to meet 
Bill’s friends, and they 
gather on a regular basis. 
I have yet to meet his son. 
And he tells me he has a 
female friend, purely pla
tonic, of course, that he 
escorts to church func
tions and senior meet
ings, but I don’t believe 
she is even aware I exist. 
When I address these 
issues, he has a variety of 
excuses as to why I 
haven’t met any of them.

Right now, I feel like a 
mistress, kept undercov
er. This arrangement is 
causing me a good deal of 
hurt and many sleepless 
nights. Should I just be 
satisfied with the happy 
years I had with my 
departed husband, or, 
since men my age are so 
scarce, should I hang in 
there for the companion
ship he offers? Please

respond soon. I am devel
oping bags under my eyes 
from lack of shut-eye. — 
Sleepless Senior

Dear Sleepless: We 
think Bill has at least one 
woman on the side, and 
we don’t mean platonic, 
and he may even have a 
wife. How desperate are 
you for male companion
ship? We don’t think Bill 
is worth constant 
heartache and sleep depri
vation. Either be content 
as a “mistress” or set 
your sights elsewhere, 
because this relationship 
is going nowhere.

Dear Annie: I read the 
letter from "Please Don’t 
Ruin My Vacation 
Again,” who always gets 
sick on airplanes. Since I 
started doing two things, I 
have avoided colds and 
other bugs on flights. 
Here are my suggestions;

1. Bring a bottle of 
saline solution and spray 
your nasal passages sever
al times during the flight.

2. Use a battery-operated 
personal air purifier that 
hangs around your neck. I 
found mine through a 
travel catalogue, but Tve 
seen them online. They 
are fairly expensive (over 
$100), but I think well 
worth it.

Hope this helps. — 
Traveling Healthy

Dear Healthy: Several 
readers recommended 
surgical masks, which are 
much cheaper, but for 
those who think the air 
purifier is worth it, 
thanks for the informa
tion.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ
ten by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors o f the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail your 
questions to anniesmail- 
box@comcast.net, or write 
to: Annie’s Mailbox. P.O. 
Box 118190, Chicago. IL  
60611. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, 
arui read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

»  2007 CREA TORS SYN
DICATE. INC.
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HOW DID YOUR EMPLOYEES REACT?

This Date 
In H istory
Today is Tuesday, Feb. 6. 

the 37th day of 2007. There 
are 328 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 6, 1911, Ronald 
Wilson Reagan, the 40th 
president of the United 
States, was born in 
Tampico, 111.

On this date;
In 1756, America’s third 

vice president. Aaron Burr, 
was bom in Newark, N.J.

In 1778, the U.S. won offi
cial recognition from France 
with the signing of treaties 
in Paris.

In 1788, Massachusetts 
became the sixth state to rat
ify the U.S. Constitution.

In 1899, a peace treaty 
between the United States 
and Spain was ratified by 
the U.S. Senate.

In 1933, the 20th
Amendment to the 
Constitution, the so-called 
“ lame duck” amendment, 
was proclaimed in effect by

Secretary of State Henry 
Stimson.

In 1952, Britain’s King 
George VI died; he was suc
ceeded as reigning monarch 
by his daughter, Elizabeth 
II.

In 1959, the United States 
successfully test-fired for 
the first time a Titan inter
continental ballistic missile 
from Cape Canaveral.

In 1987, Wall Street 
Journal reporter Gerald 
Seib was released after 
being detained six days by 
Iran, accused of being a spy 
for Israel; Iran said the 
detention was a result of 

-misunderstandings.
In 1992, 16 people were 

killed when a C-130 military 
transport plane crashed in 
Evansville, Ind.

In 19%, a Turkish-owned 
Boeing 757 JeUlner crashed 
into the Atlantic Ocean 
shortly after takeoff from 
the Dominican Republic, 
killing 189 people, mostly 
German tourists.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Zsa Zsa Gabor is 90. Actor 
Patrick Macnee Is 85. Actor 
Rip Torn is 76. Actress 
Mamie Van Doren is 76. 
Actor Mike Farrell is 68.

Former NBC News anchor
man Tom Brokaw is 67. 
Singer Fabian is 64. Actress 
Gayle Hunnicutt is 64. Actor 
Michael Tucker is 63. 
Producer-director-writer 
Jim Sheridan is 58. Singer 
Natalie Cole is 57. Actor Jon 
Walmsley is 51. Actress 
Kathy N^Oimy is 50. Rock 
musician Simon Phillips 
(Toto) is 50. Actor-director 
Robert Townsend is 50. 
Actor Barry Miller is 49. 
Actress Megan Gallagher is 
47. Rock singer Axl Rose 
(Guns N’ Roses) is 45. 
Country singer Richie 
McDon^d (Lonestar) is 45. 
Singer Rick Astley is 41. 
Rock musician Tim Brown 
(Boo Radleys) is 38.
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Newsday Crossword EVERYTHING’S OK by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS

1 Not fooled by 
5 Humiliate

10 Miles away
14 Criminal, 

to a cop
15 Escorted, as 

to another 
room

16 Cairo’s river
17 A Great Lake
18 Trojan War 

story
19 G in ^ r 

cookie
20 ’Okay!"
22 Country singer 

Buck
23 Elite guest 

roster
24 Gnaw
25 Ziti and 

spaghetti
28 Milk 

companies
31 Standoffish
32 Harpsichord 

kin
34 Explosive 

initials
35 Serve coffee
36 Western writer 

Bret
37 Mets’ ballpark
38 Raggedy doll
39 Tex-Mex dip
40 King Tut, 

for one
41 Accounting 

books
43 Sweethearts
44 Shoe bottom
45 Banana 

coverings
47 Love Story 

author Erich
49 “Okay!"
53 Story line
54 Part of a rose

55 Creative 
thought

56 Spiny 
houseplant

57 Entertain
58 Close to
59 Constructed
60 Dried, as 

dishes
61 Catch sight of

8

9

DOWN
1 Store sign
2 Infamous 

Roman 
emperor

3 Lose one’s 
looting

4 Switchboard 
worker

5 Excuses from 
suspects

6 Church-tower 
features

13

21

22

i 5“ 2 n
14

1?

26

Go o n __
(try to lose 
weight)
The King and I
setting
Football
lineman
Reply
•Okay!"
Astronaut
Shepard
Salespeople,
for short
Patron saint
of Norway
Singer
Fitzgerald
Walking stick
Vatican-related
By oneself
•Okay!"
Computer
input
Foe
1" 17 li I*

30 Hangs around
32 Chums
33 April 15 org.
36 Rabbit relative
37 Clear-skies 

forecast
39 Offer at retail
40 Shed feathers
42 Small beard
43 Well-

i r

I T

TT

45 Erect, as a 
building

46 Wipe the 
chalk from

47 Computer 
junk mail

48 Singer 
Fitzgerald

49 Trucker’s rig
50 Mid-Marph day
51 Half-moontide
52 Actor Cooper
54 Feline foot
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