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Ector County prepares to take its turn against serial rapist

been given,” Bland said. "It will 7 said.

By KATHY GILBERT
Staff Writer

If cross-dressing serial rapist
Ricky Dewayne Howell pleads
guilty to his latest sexual
assault charges he will receive
his fifth concurrent life sen-
tence, Odessa area Assistant
District Attorney Bobby Bland
said Wednesday.

If he decides to plead not
guilty, the case will go to trial.
"We want to make sure we get a
conviction for our victim," said
Bland, who is prosecuting the
case with District Attorney

Trash Off

set for
Saturday

By CARLTON JOHNSON
Staff Writer

With only two days remaining
before one of the nation's
largest volunteer cleanup
efforts, there is still time for
residents to sign up for the 13th
annual Great Texas Trash Off,
according to organizer Pat
Simmons. _

Several area churches,
schools, clubs, organizations,
civic groups, businesses and
individuals have committed to
participating in the largest sin-
gle-day cleanup event.

The trash off is part of the

"Don't Mess With Texas" litter

prevention campaign.

"Keep Texas Beautiful and the '

Texas Department of
Transportation (TXDOT) are
partners in this event,” Big
Spring Coordinator Pat
Simmons said. "This is the 13th
annual event and last year it
involved more than 4,000 Adopt-
A-Highway groups and Keep
Texas Beautiful affiliates
across Texas."

"We have good territories that
will be covered Saturday,”
Simmons added. "The area of
Third Street from Birdwell to
State. will be covered; Howard
College will cover Fourth Street
from Birdwell to Main and
Sixth Street from Birdwell to
Main."

According to Simmons,
Howard College groups will
also cover Eleventh Place from
Birdwell to FM700; Sand
Spring's Boy Scout Troop 25
will cover FM700 around
Wasson Road to Parkway and
then proceed north up
Parkway; the old K-Mart park-
ing lot will be cleaned up;
Runnels Junior High School
will cover its campus area as
will Big Spring High School,
and the city of Big Spring will
work on Nolan and Johnson
beginning at Fourth and pro-
ceed to the north service road
of FM700. -

Statewide, more than 112,000
volunteers also participated
last year to help rid Texas of
more than eight million gallons
of trash.

"We have asked hundreds of
businesses, organizations,
churches, schools and individu-
als to participate in this year's
cleanup,” Simmons said.

Residents wanting to partici-
pate in the trash off may con-
tact Simmons at 263-4607.

"We asking all citizens on this

See TRASH, page 2A

John Smith before Judge Bill
McCoy of the 358th judicial dis-
trict.

No trial date has been set at
this time, Bland said.

Howell, a former Snyder resi-
dent, was convicted of aggravat-
ed sexual assault and burglary
with intent to commit sexual
assault in Howard County on
Feb. 26. A 118th judicial district
jury handed down two life sen-
tences and a $10,000 fine on Feb.
27.

He was indicted eight months
ago in Odessa on one count of
burglary with intent to commit

sexual assault and aggravated
sexual assault of a 43-year-old
woman, Bland said.

The woman had offered testi-
mony during the punishment
phase - of Howell's Howard
County trial last month.

Howell is currently appealing
two life sentences handed down
in Lubbock County, and has a
record of sexual assaults dating
back to the early 1980s, court
documents show.

"We're looking at pleading

" him guilty to a concurrent life

sentence because he can't serve
more time than he's already

be 90 years before he's eligible
for parole. He'd have to be the
oldest man alive to make that."

Bland, who prosecutes sexual
assaults, mostly of children, in
Ector County, said they would
be glad to take the case to trial.
"If he pleads not guilty, at this
time we plan to try him."

Howell is charged with break-
ing into a woman's house and
raping her, putting her in fear
for her life.

The convicted serial rapist
was wearing a woman's dress or
nightgown at the time, Bland

Shaun Scott of Spencer Coating performs sandblasting work on the Vietnam Memorial Committee’s
F-4 recently at Hangar 18 in McMahon-Wrinkle Airpark. The committee is renovating the fighter jet
for display at the local Vietnam Memorial.

HERALD photo/Kathy Gllbert

"month-old son in August 1997,

" A key element in the success-
ful prosecution of Howel! has
been a strip of green floral print
cloth left at the homes of each of
his Big Spring and Lubbock vic-
tims.

The pieces of cloth, cut from
the_same bolt, were found in
each of the Big Spring and
Lubbock victims' homes after
the crime was committed,
police officials testified at the
Howard County trial.

Howell was sentenced to five
years in prison on four undis-
closed charges in 1983, his for-

Grand ju

mer <parole officer tegtified in
the February trial. In 1984 he
was convicted on charges of
burglary with the intent to com-
mit sexual assault. Howell con-
fessed to the Odessa crime dur-
ing questioning at the Lubbock
City Police Department after his
arrest in February, 1997.

"There is no rehabilitation for
this man,” Howard County
District Attorney Hardy
Willkerson told the seven-
woman, five-man jury that con-
victed Howell last month.

"You must lock him up and
lock him up for along time."

Panel levels 28-count charge
against couple in connection
with August injury to child

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

A Howard County grand jury
returned six indictments dur-
ing its Wednesday session,
including a 28-count charge
against a Big Spring couple for
allegedly injuring their infant
son.

Bernard and Kristi Myers
were originally indicted on two
counts of felony injury to a
child in January, but the indict-
ments were resubmitted to the
grand jury Wednesday to allow
for a greater range of possible
punishment, said William
Dupree, Assistant 118th District
Attorney.

“hé” indictments char
~MNUring

the
10-

then compounding that injury
by declining to seek proper
medical care for the child until
several days later, Dupree said.

"It's called 'shaken baby syn-
drome,' " Dupree said. "The doc-
tors say the baby has a brain
stem injury, and he may héave
vision and motor problems."
" Dupree said declining to take
the child to the hospital was a
felony act of omission on the
Myers' part.

"That baby was lying in bed

for two or three days," he said.
"Any fool could see it was
injured, and they didn't do any-
thing. That's injury by omis-
sion.”

Under the new indictments,
the Myers face a wide range of
possible punishment. If found
guilty of first degree injury to a
child, the couple could be sen:
tenced to between 5-99 years or
life in prison. -On the other
hand, the new indictments also
allow a jury to consider lesser
negligence charges, which call
for between 2-5 years in prison.

If a jury finds the couple
inflicted permanent injury to
the child, that would be
grounds for a first-degree felony
conviction, M'bu::g_sald.

Other indi etirned
by the grand ju ednesday
included:

* Gene Barber, Big Spring —
sexual assault of a child.

* Ralph Lopez, Big Spring -
indecency with a child.

¢ Fidel Martinez Jr., Big
Spring — indecency with a
child.

» James Winn, Big Spring
Burglary of a habitation.

In addition, the grand jury
declined to indict seven others
Wednesday, and passed on four
cases.

BSHS students to receive academic awards today

By KATHY GILBERT
Staff Writer

Ten Big Spring High Schbol

students will receive State
Board of Education
Celebrations of Educational

Excellence awards at Angelo
State University today.

"Students who have demon-
strated academic achievement
in core subjects are eligible for
the awards,” BSHS counselor
Rue Ann Cox said.

Students Maggie Haddad,

Allison Thomas, Stefanie
Waggoner, Kirsten Williams,
Yuching Li, Jearlyn Holland,
Alicia Phifer, Christine
Medellin, Cheryl Platte and
Sarah Sanghavi will receive
Medals of Accomplishment in a
regional honors ceremony from
10 - 11:30 a.m.

Senior Kirsten Williams is a
semi-finalist National Merit
Scholar, Allison Thomas and
Stefanie Waggoner are com-
mended National Merit
Scholars. National Merit

Scholars are named at three lev-
els: finalist, semi-finalist and
commended.

Only students who have
demonstrated outstanding acad-
emic accomplishment in foun-
dation subjects, such as
English, Math, Science and
Social Science, were given
awards, Cox explained.

The top 2 percent of each
class and those who have been
academically recognized on the
TAAS test, or are National
Merit Scholars, valedictorians,

salutatorians or have won
spelling bees, Academic
Decathlons, or other academic
competitions were considered.

No grade 9-12 students com-
peted in spelling bees or acade-
mic decathlons this year, she
reported.

Big Spring High School
administrators reviewed the top
students' files, then subjectively
chose the final ten, looking at
several criteria, Cox explained.

"There were several things we
looked at, and weighed it back

and forth," she said. "We want to
pass this around, we don't want
to select the same students over
and over."

Judges tried to spread the
awards across all four school
years, Cox said.

Big Spring High School has
participated in the awards for
the past two years.

Ten students are selected
from each high school in the
state. They are honored at
regional ceremonies across the
state.

Howard College breathes new life into fine arts department

By KATHY GILBERT
Staff Writer

The curtain opened once
again on the Howard College
Theatre Arts Department, as
board members approved the
hiring of a theatre arts/speech
professor at its regular meeting
Monday.

Sat: Sun:

Wind_advisory in _effect today north, central, and west portions of the
Permian Basin. Tonight, mostly clear. Lows around 40. Friday, mostly
sunny. Highs in the mid 70s. Friday night, mostly clear. Lows in the 40s.

Abby/Horoscope / 5B
Classified / 4-5B
Comics / 6B
General news / 3A

Extended y'Seturday through Monday, sunny days and clear

nights. Lows 1 the 40s. Highs mid 70s to near 80.
M “_ Vol. 94, No. 140

Life! / 5-6A -
Obituaries / 2A o,
Opinion / 4A koo
Sports / 1-3B

To reach all d;apartments, please call 263-7331

"In the 1950s we were a mecca
for fine arts in the community.
That's what we're striving for,
that's what we want to regain,”
President Cheri Sparks told the
board.

Howard's once thriving drama
department became a budget
cut casualty during an enroll-
ment crisis six years ago,

Sparks said. "Now we're to the
point where we have a healthy
fund balance and we're ready to
move ahead."

The board approved the hir-
ing of a 10-month contract pro-
fessor in theatre arts/speech.
One of the first duties of the
new instructor will be to direct
the remodeling of the auditori-

um, Liz Lowery-Sorley, division
director for general studies
said.

The new professor will also
teach core speech classes to
increase the position's job secu-
rity. "We wanted to do it in such
a way that if cutbacks came
again, this position was not the
first to go," she said.

"We would have liked to
expand our offerings last
Spring," she added. "We posted
the position requiring an
M.F.A. but very few qualified
people applied.”

The position description was
redrawn, Lowery-Sorley

)

See HOWARD, page 2A

Appointee Rios seeks election to school board spot

By KATHY GILBERT
Staff Writer

Domingo Rios, Jr., a recent
appointee to the Forsan
Independent School District
board of trustees, is one of five
candidates competing for three
at-large seats in this year's elec-
tion.

Rios, who replaced Barney
Haas, who resigned from the
board in Sept. 1997, says his
interest in serving stems from
his coaching experience.

"I have a lot of interest in
kids," he said in a recent inter-

view. "I've been involved with
kids as a coach
and assistant
coach so 1
thought I'd get
into | it and
learn more
about 'the orga-
nization."

One of
Rios' main con-
cerns as an ex-
instructor in
the Army
Reserves, is that teachers pro-
vide complete information in
their classes. "They always told

us 'do not eliminate any of the
information that needs to be put
out,” Rios said.

Quality of education is criti-
cal, Rios said. "These are our
future leaders."

Rios has been in the Forsan
district about 13 years, and his
children have had no com-
plaints about their education,
he said.

He is proudest of being a team
member on the board, "I learned
a lot, about the hiring and the
firing,” he said, "I learned how
to work together, and that they
all get involved. It's a real nice

organization and I'm real proud
of being part of it.”

Technology programs are
important, he said, especially
because he is himself a comput-
er science major. "If you don't
have a background in comput-
ers, you won't get hired," he
said. "But there are plenty of
kids out there who could be
very proficient in using their
hands in other jobs, not just
computer technology. It's just
one of the courses."

Rios has coached PeeWee

See RIOS, page 2A
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' Mattie Draper

OBITUARIES

Mattie Draper, 63, Tem
formerly of Big Spring,

, March 28, 1998, ln a
Temple hospltal. No services
are planned.

She was born on Feb. 7, 1935,
in Hale Center, and married
Billie Draper in 1988 in San
Angelo. She had lived in
Temple for the last several

Survivors include: her hus-
band, Billie Draper of Temple;
two sons, James Bean and
Michael Bean, both of
Hitchcock; two daughters,
Robin Walcott of Durango,
Colo., and Teresa Lane of San
Angelo; two sisters, Frances
Bell of Andrews, and Elizabeth
Mallow of Alvin; five brothers,
Preston Harrison of Denton,
Harold Harrison of Whiteface,
Paul Harrison of Levelland, Bill
Harrison of Hobbs, N.M., and
Ray Harrison of Baton Rouge,
La.; several grandchildren; and
22 nieces and nephews.

Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home.

Juanita Fannin
Flowers

Graveside service for Juanita
Fannin Flowers, 76, Houston,
formerly of Big Spring, will be
2 p.m. Friday, April 3, 1998, at
Trinity Memorial Park with
Rev. Don Snipes, pastor of
Baptist Temple Church, offici-
ating.

Mrs. Flowers died on
Monday, March 30, in a Lake
Charles, La., hospital.

She was born on March 1,
1922, in Oklahoma. She married
Charles Fannin on Aug. 21,
1941, in Abilene. He preceded
her in death on May 2, 1969.
She then married James W.
"Ted" Flowers in Lovington,
N.M., on April 10, 1970. He pre-
ceded her in death on Sept. 13,
1992. She came to Big Spring as
a young child with her family
and attended Big Spring
schools, graduating from Big
Spring High School. She
worked for Hemphill-Wells for

a number of years before mov-

ing to Houston in 1972. She was
a member of Baptist Temple
Church in Big Spring and had
been a member of the Phythian
Sisters while in Big Spring.

Survivors include: two sons,
Paul Fannin of Colleyville, and
Dwain Fannin of Houston; one
daughter, Pat Prentis of
Houston; four sisters, Imogene
Neill, Mary Pybus, both of Big
Spring, Yvonne Ash Thompson
of Seattle, Wash., and Betty
Whitehead of Houston; two
brothers, Glenn Jones of
Spicewood, and Jimmy Knous
of Corpus Christi; six grand-
children; and five great-grand-
children.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
tonight from 6 to 8 p.m.

Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home.

aymond Neill

Service for Raymond Neill,
85, Big Spring, is pending with

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

241h & Johnson 267-8288

Raymond Neill, 85, died
Wednesday. Services are
pending.

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH

Funeral Home

Trinity Memorial Park
ard Crematory

| 906 Gregg St.
(915) 267-6331

Juanita Fannin Flowers,
76, died Monday. Graveside
services will be 2:00 PM
Friday at Trinity Memorial
Park.
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ParinAisste nnstane naid at Big

Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

He died Wednesday, April 1,
1998, at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center.

S encer
"Slim" Wright

Graveside service for Spencer
*Slim" Wright, 85, Midland, for-
merly of Stanton, will be 2 p.m.
Friday, April 3, 1998, in
Evergreen Cemetery in
Stanton.

Mr. Wright died Tuesday,
March 31, in Midland.

He was born on Aug. 19, 1912,
in Fannin County, and moved
to Martin County in 1914. He
then moved to Wickett in 1974
m to Midland in 1990. He

Oleta Violet Kilpatrick
in 1932, in Martin County. She
preceded him in death in 1989.
He was a retired rancher.

Survivors include: a sister,
Vera Coburn of Brownweod;
and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Arrangements under the
direction of Gilbreath Funeral
Home, Stanton.

HOWARD
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explained. Rather than try to
find a person with general fine
arts background, they decided
to seek a specialist in one area,
which is a better match with
the candidates available.

Theatre arts was selected
because Howard College has
several art and music offerings,
but no drama offerings at all.

"Howard College should be the
center of Fine Arts in Big
Spring," Lowery-Sorley said. "In
the last six years we haven't
had a really strong Fine Arts
Department, specifically in the-
atre. There were a lot of cut-
backs. Now we're doing a lot of
rebuilding.”

All courses will be transfer-
able to four-year colleges, to
increase their popularity, she
said.

The Big Spring community
will be an important part of the
program, 8Sparks and Lowery-
Sorley said.

Major productions will
offered in the Fall and 'Sp
and the new lnstructor
coach a community theatre pro-
duction once a year during the
summer.

"Part of our vision for the
community is the use of the
amphitheatre,” she said. "The
West Texas Center for the Arts
and Big Spring Symphony tells
us there is a lot of interest in
the community,” Sparks said.

"In order to be a comprehen-
sive community college we need
to provide the full spectrum of
accomplishments for the com-
munity,” Lowery-Sorley said.

To draw the community in is
important, the board agreed.
Plans are afoot for the new the-
atre arts department to perform
or assist the community in per-
forming at the Howard College
auditorium, the outdoor
amphitheatre at Comanche
Trail Park and the municipal
auditorium.

RIOS
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Continued from page 1A

Football, Little League and
YMCA basketball. He has five
children, ages 26, 22, 21, 17, and
16.

general carpenter at Bob's

2
g
£
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Army Reservist for 20 years.
He attends Templo Belen
bly of God Church where
his wife, Maria, is pastor.

The five candidates running
for office in the Forsan
Independent School District are
incumbent Debbie Burt, incum-
bent Cynthia Breyman, and

Elections will be held
Saturday, May 2. March 27 was
the last day to withdraw from
the election. The deadline for
write-in candidates to declare
their candidacy is April 2. Early
voting will take place April 19
through April 28.

TRASH

Continued from page 1A

day to be responsible for their
own property,” Simmons added.
"If there is a corner, vacant lot
or area that needs cleaning,
please lend a helping hand and
take care of it."

"I'm am real greatful for the
people who are taking an inter-
est in the community and get-
ting out on Saturday,” Simmons
added. "From what we have now
as far as volunteers, I'm expect-
ing pretty good results, but peo-
ple can still call me and we can
make this an even broader
sweep of the community.”

Saturday, participants are
asked to take their trash bags to
the landfill or to the large
dumpster that will be place on
Eighth Street between Main and
Scurry.

"If thisis not possible, call 263
4607 and we will have someone
pick your trash up,” Simmons
said.

For people who do make it to
the landfill, they should be sure
to tell officials there that they
are participating in thetrashoff
and the trash will be weighed
and reported to Kee
Beautiful.

Groups committed to -

pating include First Baptist
Church, First Church: of the
Nazarene and Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church: in'the
church category.

Businesses committed to
working during the trash off
include Bent Tree Apartments,
city of Big Spring, Crossroads
Communications, Faye's
Flowers, Fiesta Dodge, Fina,
First Big Spring Banking
Center, Franklin and Son Tire,
H-E-B, Carrot Patch, Norwest
Bank, Clyde McMahon
Concrete, Newpark Envelope
Service, Pizza Inn, Simpler
Pleasures, State National Bank
and TU Electric.

"Groups are also welcome to
challenge each other during the
trash off," Simmons said. "I
want any and everybody to par-
ticipate in this event.”

ALLAN’S |
FURNITURE

12 Months No Interest
202 Scurry PH. 267-6278
Big Spring, Texas
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ROUND THE TOWN

committed to participating in
the. trash off include the
Masonic Lodge, Boy Scouts of
America, Boy Scout Troop 409, .
Boy Scouts of Sand Springs —
Troop 25, Phi Theta Kappa

(Howard ' College), Spanish
Church | Women, Howard
College, Big Spring High

School, Marcy Elementary and
Runnels Junior High School.

TXDOT estimates that more

| than 82,000 volunteers will par-

ticipate in this year's event.

As part of the Adopt-A-
Highway campaign, three
Howard County groups will join
51 other groups in TXDOT's
Abilene district to help rid state
roads and highWays of litter.
Those groups are the Big Spring
Model Aircraft Association,
Boys Club of Big Spring and
American Legion Post 506.

TXDOT officials expect an
abundant crop of wildflowers
this year and are encouraging
each of its highway groups to
participate in the trash off.

The trash off and other litter
prevention programs in Texas
have reversed a trend in the
increase of litter on Texas high-
ways, resulting in a 72 percent
reduction in litter and a cost
saving of between $2 million to
$4 million per year.

BRIEFS

STUDENTS FROM SANDS
HIGH School Wilderness Club
will conduct a roping benefit
Saturday in Lamesa beginning
at 10 a.m. The event will raise
money for a group trip to Big
Bend National Park. For more
information, call Tommy
Smithson at 353-4744.

COAHOMA LIONS CLUB
WILL sponsor Bob Crosby's
Donkey Basketball Saturday at
7:30 p.m. at the Coahoma High
School gym. Tickets are avail-
able ﬁ'om any Coahoma Lion in

LI

MARKETS |

May cotton 66.70 cents, down 76
points; May crude 15.73, up 19
points; Cash hogs steady at 50
cents lower at 34; cash steers
steady at 61; April lean hog
futures 51.40, down 95 points;
April live cattle futures 64.47,
down 15 points.

courtesy: Delta Corporation.
Noon quotes provided by Edward D. Jones
& Co.

Index 8900.70

Volume 207,112,330

ATT 66% -Ys
Amoco 86% +%
Atlantic Richfield 78% +%
Atmos Energy 30 -he
Calenergy Inc. 30 %
Chevron 82h +%

Shop Branham Furniture First

Gibson Major Appliances

Don’t Make The 40 Mile Mistake
263-1469
2004 W. 4th St. Big Spring, Texas

Ornnlutlons and schools'

PICK 3: 9

LOTTO:

Texas Lottery
Cifra 174 to 18
Coca Cola 29% <%
Compaq Computer 25% -%
Cornell Correc. 265K +%
De Beers 23% +%
Diagnostic Health 12% nc
DuPont 68% + 1
Excel Comm. 23% nc
Exxon 69% +h
Fina 62% -%
Halliburton 51%-1
IBM 105% +%
Intel Corp 76k -%
Medical Alliance 3% nc
Mobil 79% + 1%
Norwest 41 +%
NUV 9% nc
Phillips Petroleum 50% +%
Palex Inc. 13 -%
Pepsi Cola 43% -5
Parallel Petroleum 5% +he
Rural/Metro 32% %
Sears 58% nc
Southwestern Bell 43% +%
Sun 42% +%
Texaco 61% +%
Texas Instruments 57% +%
Texas Utils. Co 39% -he
Unocal Corp 38% -
Wal-Mart 50% -he
Amcap 17.79-18.88
Euro Pacific 29.63-31.44
I.C.A. 31.10-33.00
New Perspective  22.49-23.86
Prime Rate 8.50%
Gold 302.60- 303.10
Silver 6.47- 6.51

Police
investigate

burglary
of home

HERALD Staff Report

Big Spring Police are investi-
gated the burglary of a resi-
dence in the 900 block of
Scurry in which more items
valued at more than

ere taken.

12.14.16

* ANICETO AGUINAGA, 18,
arrested on local warrants.

* DAVID CANTU, 31, arrest-

ed for e‘xox:‘lred motor vehlcle

« JAMIE HARRELL, 21,
arrested on local warrants.

"« JACOB BARRERAS, 20,
arrested for failure to identify.

« BURGLARY OF A VEHI-
CLE reported in the 700 block
of West I-20.

e THEFT reported in the 200
block of Gregg (3 instances)
and at 3rd and Owens.

« INVESTIGATION OF SUS-
PICIOUS ACTIVITIES report-
ed in the 1600 block of East 6th,
1600 block of Owens, 400 block
of Ryon, 300 block of West
Marcy and in the 1200 block of
East 11th Place.

e MINOR ACCIDENTS
reported at 11th and Settles, in
the 1400 block of East 4th and
in the 3700 block of Parkway.

e FORGERY reported in the
2000 block of Gregg.

« CRIMINAL TRESPASS
WARNING issued in the 2100
block of Allendale.

* JUVENILE PROBLEMS at
Moss Lake and in the 800 block
of Lorilla.

« DISTURBANCE/FIGHT
reported in the 1400 block of
East 6th.

. INTOXICATED
DRIVER/SUBJECT reported at
West 22nd and Lancaster.

* DRAG RACING/RECK-
LESS DRIVING reported on
South Gregg and U.S. 87 South.

FIRE/EMS

Following is a summary of

Big Spring Fire
Department/EMS reports:
Wednesday
10:10 a.m. — 1300 block
Baylor, medical call, patient
‘transported to'Scenic Mounmn
‘Medical Center. [ 41

$83800!
The burglary, reporte§ to, .,%16.n.m.— 1300 bloek Gregg,

police this week, took place
some time during the last two
weeks of March, according to
the police offense report.

According to police records,
among the items reported taken
were a 27-inch television, a 25
inch television and a 20-inch
television. Also teported ‘stdlen
was a tool box and tools valued
at $600, a microwave, a VCR
valued at more than $950 and a
satellite receiver.

Persons with any information
concerning the theft are asked
to call the Big Spring Police
Department at 264-2550.

POLICE

The following activity was
reported by the Big Spring
Police Department for the peri-
od ending at 8 a.m. today:

& /
Saula 7¢ ’S’« 1AUR el

INTRODUCING OUR ALL YOU CAN EA
SOUP ‘N SALAD BAR

$495

Big Spring Mall

WITH DRINK
267-3114

medical call, patient transport-
ed to Midland Memorial
Hospital.

5:28 p.m. — 2500 block Peach,
medical call, patient transport-
ed to SMMC.

6:11 p.m. — 1900 block
Simler, trauma call, patient
transported to SMMC.

RECORDS

Wednesday's high 81
Wednesday's low 50
Average high 75
Average low 45

Record high 99 in 1946
Record low 27 in 1920
Precip. Wednesday 0.00
Month to date 0.00
Month's normal 0.03
Year to date 2.71
Normal for the year 2.25

Scenic Mountain

"‘!o,.% Medical Center

J"'.“

1601 w. 11th Place

263-1211
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Arts & Crafts Show

APRIL 4-5, 1998

Q SAT: 10 am- 6 Pm

SUN: 12 - 5pm

DOROTHY GARRETT COLISEUM
Howard College at Big Spring
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m assaults

(AP) — A suspend- |
ed est convicted of molest-
ing altar boys was sentenced

to life in prison less than a
year after the scandal led to a
record $119.6 million verdict
against the Catholic Diocese
of Dallas.

Rudolph “Rudy” Kos, 52,
was sentenced Wednesday for
convictions on three counts of
aggravated sexual assault. He
also was sentenced to 20-year
prison terms for convictions
on four other counts. He had
pleaded guilty to one count of
sexual assault of a child and
two counts of indecency with
a child.

Kos will be eligible to seek
parole in 15 years.

“He’s gotten what he
deserved. It should be death,
but he got the most that the
law allows,” said’ Wade
Schlosstein, one of those who
accused Kos of assault.

The charges arose from the
claims of four former altar
boys who told police they
were molested about 1,350
times over five years from the
time they were 10, 11 or 12
years old.

Before the sentences were
announced, some of Kos’
accusers addressed him in
court.

“Because of you, I thought I
wasn’t even deserving of my
own family. And I asked you
why, why you should do this
to me?” Robert Hultz said. “I
hope you never forget my
eyes and the pain you have
caused.

“It is men like you that
bedevil our society, and
thank God you will no longer
be a part of it.”

As one of his accusers
addressed him, Kos called
out: “You're a liar.”

Some victims and their fam-
ilies said they will fight his
attempts for parole.

“There’s no more you can
do to the man than put him .
away for life and I hope he |
stays there,” said Pat

son Jay killed himself in' 1992,

abuse. “Fifteen years from
now, if he’s eligible for
parole, I will be at the parole
board, I can tell you that.”
Last year, another jury
returned the multimillion-dol-
lar verdict against the Dallas
diocese in lawsuits -filed on
behalf of 11 men who accused
the diocese of covering up for
Kos’ assaults at three area
churches from 1981 to 1992. It
was the largest clergy sexual
abuse award in U.S. history.
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$100.00 to $446.00
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Security Finance
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Consumer Notice!
The carpet and flooring industry is
undergoing some significant changes.
One involves pricing carpet and sheet
vinyl in units of square feet vs. tradi-
tional units of square yards. This is con-
fusing, some stores offer sq. ft. pricing
and others, sq. yd pricing. This notice is
to assist consumers in making educated
decisions about their flooring purchases.
It is well known that the large home
improvement stores offer great pricing
on flooring products, Many are now
using sq. ft. pricing. For price compari-
son, multiply the sq. ft. price by 9 to
obtain sq. yd. pricing (if carpet is $2 a
sq. ft, then it is $18 a sq. yd.). West
Texas Discount Flooring will assist
customers in making these conversions.
We urge you to shop the big home
improvement stores to become familiar
with flooring products, quality, and pric-
ing. However, ask for a complete esti-
mate to include any trip charges, mea-
surement charges, charges for moving of
furniture and appliances, seaming
charges, tax, and a host of other such
charges. Then, shop West Texas
Discount Flooring and you will readily
recognize quality products and great
prices, We have few added charges and
our installed prices have tax already_
inclpded! West Texas Discount
Flooring offers only 1st quality, name

brand flooring at prices that meet or
beat even the most competitive home
improvement stores on a huge selection
of flooring. At Wést Texas Disconnt
Flooring, you can now BUY LOCAL and
SAVE BIG!! Our stor®e is packed with
over 4000 samples of carpet, vinyl,
ceramic, Marble, wood, and laminates.
Pergo, Wilsonart, and Armstrong are
also sampled too! So, shop West Texas §.
Discount Flooring for all your noorln;
needs and expect the best ll; q
pricing, serv

only a group of installers m m
vide erifhmumhlp and the finest
installation possible. We are building &
proud reputation one floor at a time.
Open 7 days for your shopping eonn-
nience, 18th & Onu Big Spri
5500, Hope to see ya' soon, Clint
Melanie Sheets, Ph.D., Joyce Davis, and

Tricia Boren.

Asnmc'ron (AP) — Freed
from . the
embarassing trial for nnnl
harassment,

respo

stated, “Obviously,
pleased.” One of Paula Joneo
attorneys described her as
“tearful” and said her legal

to,amwonldmeettodaytoilota _

‘99-percent”’ certain

Both sides acknowledged that
the case is not yet behind
Clinton.

While , Clinton, savored his
court victory with an unlit
cigar, the president still must
confront a criminal investiga-
tion by Whitewater counsel
Kenneth Starr that grew out of
the Jones’ lawsuit.

.Mrs. Jones was not comment-
ing but her lawyers and sup-
porters were making the rounds
of morning TV.

“I don’t think this is over
until the 8th Circuit rules (on
an appeal),” Susan Carpenter
McMillan, spokeswoman for
Mrs. Jones, said today.

Responding to U.S. District
Judge Susan Webber Wright's
opinion that Clinton’s alleged
crude advances on Mrs. Jones
did not constitute harassment,
Carpenter McMillan added: “If
that ruling stands, then you just
have an open season on women
here in this country for groping
and grabbing.”

“Mrs. Jones was tearful ... it's
been an ordeal for her,” John
Whitehead, Mrs. Jones’ attor-
ney, said on ABC’'s ‘“‘Good
Morning America.” He 'said
there was a ‘99 percent” proba-
bility of an appeal.

In Africa with his wife,
Clinton tempered his first pub-
lic remarks on the -victory,
telling reporters today:
“Obviously I'm pleased with the

decision. The judge’'s ruling

speaks for itself.”

Mrs. Clinton was more effu-
sive. “Both Bill and I have felt
throughout this whole thing
that it- would turn out fine ...

based on the fact that there was.

no evidence to support these

District Board.
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groundless claims,” she told
American Urban Radio
Network.

Wright's stunning ruling in
Little Rock, Ark., on
Wednesday did not vindicate
the president. -

Rather, the judge said Mrs.
Jones’ allegations fell “far short
of the rigorous standards” for
establishing her job discrimina-
tion claim under Arkansas law.

Senior White House adviser
Rahm Emanuel said today that
Wright's dismissal meant that
Starr, whose grand jury investi-
gation is probing whether
Clinton committed perjury and
obstructed justice in the Jones
case, needed to “move and wrap
this up quickly.”

“There is going to be some
questions by the - Americans
people why you would have an
ongoing investigation of a mat-
ter when the judge has decided
that this case has been dis-
missed,” Emanuel told NBC’s

“Today’’ show.
Former Clinton adviser James
Carville, appearing with

Carpenter McMillan on NBC,
said he yet hoped to see the
Jones case spawn another
investigation.

“I think a lot of money was
changing hands for a lot of peo-
ple to tell a lot of lies,” Carville
said. “We need a thorough
investigation into payola.”

Their burden would be high
for reversing the judge who
threw out the Jones lawsuit and
spared the president a sensa-

e o

though Mrs. Jones contend-
ed she was placed in a dead-end
government job for refusing sex
with Clinton on May 8, 1991,
Wright said the former
Arkansas government clerk,
who filed her suit in 1994,
“failed to demonstrate that she
has a case worthy of submitting

to a jury.”
“She admits ... she continued
to work ... another 19 months ...

she never filed a formal com-
plaint or told her supervisors of
the incident,”” Wright said.

 PUBLICNOTICE

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION

(AVISO DE ELECCION GENERAL)

To the Registered Voters of Glasscock Co. Garden City, Texas:

(A los votantes registrados del Glasscock Co. Garden City, Texas:)

Notice is hereby given that the polling places listed below will be open from
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., on May 2, 1998, for voting in a general election to
elect three at large trustees to the Glasscock Co. Independent School

(Notifiquese, por las presente, que las casillas electorales sitados abajo se
abriran desde las 7:00 a.m. hasta las 7:00 p.m. el 2 de mayo de 1998 para
votar en la Eleccion General para elegir districto abierto tres miembros
para el Glasscock County Indep. School District Board.)

LOCATION(S) OF POLLING PLACES
(DIRECCION(ES) DE LAS CASILLAS ELECTORALES)
Pct. 1 St. Lawrence Hall,

Pct. 2 Garden City Church of Christ
Pct. 3 Drumright Community

Pct. 4 Garden City Church of Christ
Early voting by personal appearance will be conducted each weekday at
(La votacion adelantada en persona se llevara a cabo de lunes a viernes

Glasscock County Court House, County Clerk’s Office Garden City, Tx.

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. beginning on April 15, 1998
(entre las 8:00 de la manana y las 4:00 de la tarde empezando el 15 de
abril 1998) and ending on April 28, 1998. (y terminando el 28 de abril

Applications for ballot by mail shall be malled to:
(Las solicitudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deber-

(Name of Early Voting Clerk)
(Nombre del Secretario (a) de la Votacion Adelantada)

Applications for ballots by mail must be received no later than the close of

i 3. on )
wﬁcﬂudes para boletas que se votaran en ausencia por correo deber-
an recibirse para el fin de las horas de negocio el)

Additional.early voting will be held at the same location as follows: |
(La votacion adelantada ademas se llevara a cabo en el mismo sitio de tal

Issued this the 2 day of April, 1998
(Emitada este dia 2 de abril, 1998.)

uﬂ‘".

Nzws

s Gﬁnwn breathes sigh of relief
r judge dismisses Jones suit

Clinton’s behavior in the hotel
room, “if true, may certainly be
characterized as boorish and
offensive,” the judge wrote in
her 39-page ruling, but failed
“‘to reveal a basis for a claim of
criminal sexual assault.”

Wright's decision could go
down well with Americans, who
continue to give the president
high job approval ratings. In a
poll taken Wednesday night by
Gallup for CNN and USA
Today, half of those surveyed
said they did not believe
Clinton’s conduct with Paula
Jones was sexual harassment;
30 percent said it was. Two-
thirds of those surveyed said
further investigation of the
rresident’s personal life should
stop, and his presidential
approval ratings remained high
at 67 percent.

Wednesday’'s ruling could
make it easier for the White
House to pressure Whitewater
Independent Counsel Kenneth
Starr to wrap up his investiga-
tion into allegations Clinton
had sex with the intern, Monica
Lewinsky, and lied about it
under oath.

Republican pollster Jim
McLaughlin said voters were
apt to dismiss the Lewinsky
case along with Jones lawsuit.
“I think in a lot of ways people
don’t understand those are two
separate trials,” he said.

Starr issued a statement say-
ing his criminal investigation
of Clinton was moving ahead.

“Judge Wright'’s ruling today
has no effect on our authority
and we will continue working
to complete the investigation as
expeditiously as possible,”
Starr said.

Any one of Starr’'s areas of
investigation could land Clinton
in trouble, possibly in the
House, where Republicans have

discussed how to handle an

impeachment inquiry.

Starr's investigation ranges
from whether Clinton had an
affair with Ms. Lewinsky and
tried to cover it up to his failed
Whitewater land dealings.
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HURRY - SALE ENDS SATURDAY!
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VAN HEUSEN®
DRESS SHIRTS

Van Heusen®
at our lowest price

Reg.
Wrm

W(.’acﬁaww'

ARY

SALE 23.99.

Pierre Cardin®

SALE 17.99.

Men’s Furnishings

of the season!
29.00-32.00.
kle-free styles,

reg. 32.00,

silk neckwear.

Reg. 25.00,

and play!

Men’s Clothing

SALE!
99.99

HAGGAR®
SPORT COATS

Haggar® traditional,
two-button sport coats
J-4n polyester, wool and
LY silk. Coats that work

Reg. 145.00.

HAGGAR

BEALLS

Wene sl aboct 704"

SALE!
129,98

SUITS YOUR

Haggar® updated
three-button coats
& triple-
pants;
Coat 40-48, pants 32-44.

HAGGAR®

BUSINESS
SENSE

pleated, cuffed
navy or black

Reg. 195.00.
Men'’s Clothing.

H

AGGAR

BEALLS

Wene all about you!

IN THE
BIG SPRING
MALL
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Weekend events
combine fun,
helping others

o fun events for the whole family are planned

is weekend, along with an opportunity to

help others in critical need of blood. The ninth

annual Spring City Arts and Crafts Show is

planned Saturday and Sunday at Dorothy Garrett

Coliseum. Organizer Mel Prather has once again gath-

ered more than 160 artists and crafters from all over

the Southwest to show and sell their wares at this
event. Admission, as always, is free.

Hours for this show are Saturday from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
and Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. Expect to see plenty
of new exhibits along with your old favorites.

Another event for the whole family is this weekend's
Old Sorehead Trade Days, which will take on an
Easter theme. The Hotel on Main Street will be open
for the first time, with vendors inside. Ttere will also
be pony rides and a train for the kids.

Hours are from "can™ to "can't" as always on
Saturday, and the booths reopen Sunday at noon.

We urge you to participate in these community
events, and when you have had as much shopping as
you can stand, take time to do something for someone
else. United Blood Services will conduct a drive at Big
Spring Mall Saturday from 1-5 p.m. _

Officials say March has been an unusually difficult
month for blood donations, and they are especially in
need of O-negative and A-positive types. ‘

If you can help, please do. Blood donations saves |’
lives. And if you share an outing with the kids, take
them by the blood drive. Then — if you are healthy —
set a good example for your children, and roll up your

OTHER VIEWS

A federal judge's decision to
throw out the Paula Jones sex-
ual harassment suit against
President Clinton isn’t entirely
a victory for him, although it
does appear to be one for an
intelligent application of sexual
harassment law.

Even if Clinton made the
rather shocking sexual
advance that Jones claims,
there was no evident quid pro
quo that would constitute sexu-
al harassment under one inter-
pretation of the law. A boss
may be judged guilty only if he
uses his supervisory authority
to reward or punish an
employee for sexual favors
granted or denied. Clinton was
governor of Arkansas and
Paula Jones was a state
employee when the incident
allegedly occurred, but if there
was a rejection of a request, it
was not met by pay reductions.
Nor was Jones demoted or
fired.

There’s another interpreta-
tion of sexual harassment that
some feminists were particu-
larly fond of until it was used
against a president they were
still more fond of. This is the
one that says a boss is guilty of
the offense if he has estab- .
lished a ‘““hostile work environ-
ment.”” But this concept should
not be applied in so broad and
vague a way that no on~. can
have a sure sense beforehand
of what might get him in trou-
ble. Too many minor or inno-
cent acts could get caught in
the net. The judge said the
accusations against the presi-
dent did not constitute either
sexual harassment by this
interpretation or criminal sex-
ual assault.

Although the White House is
surely rejoicing at the judge’s
decision, the president is not
yet off the hook. The question
of his lying in a deposition
about Monica Lewinsky is not
resolved. His reputation as a
person of mature judgment,
controlled conduct and integri-
ty has certainly been severely
eroded by the allegations asso-
ciated with the case. There

could be an appeal, of course,
and an independent counsel
probe goes on. Much damage
has already been done.
Jay Ambrose
Scripps Howard

Lie detectors sometimes lie,
despite pretensions of scientific
infallibility, and the U.S.
Supreme Court was therefore
wise to rule the other day that
their results may be banned as
evidence in state and federal
courts.

The fiction is that polygraph
tests are some kind of super-
precise, mathematically certain
means of differentiating
between utterances of false-
hood and truth. All they actual-
ly measure is certain physio-
logical responses to questions.
The supposition is that fear of
getting caught causes the heart
to beat faster and other physi-
cal conditions to change when
a question about an illegal
activity is fired at a guilty
party. But an innocent person
can react the same way out of
anxiety, while some liars may
remain a sea of physical calm
during an exam.

By some disputed calcula-
tions, the accuracy of these
tests isn’t much higher than 60
percent. A jury, though, could
look at the results as defini-
tive, making their admission
as evidence extremely prejudi-
cial. As Justice Clarence
Thomas wrote in this case, it’s
nothing new to limit the evi-
dence a defendant is allowed to
produce if its reliability is
questionable.

The court’s decision won't
change much, for all states but
New Mexico either prohibit lie
detector test results as evi-
dence or else strictly limit
their use. But a decision the
other way would have opened
the floodgates for the use of lie
detector test results in court-
rooms, and our judicial system
could have been rendered a
ludicrous mess.

Jay Ambrose
Scripps Howard

The 4th U.S. Circuit has been
making big news lately. In
December, a three-judge panel
walloped the wetlands law. On
March 3, the full court heard
argument in a case involving
VAWA (the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994), Counsel in
both cases surely will seek
Supreme Court review.

The wetlands case goes back
to 1988, when James J. Wilson,
a promi-
nent
developer
n'1
Maryland
pursued
work on
his
planned
communi-
ty of St.
Charles.
He and
his associ-
ates want-
ed to build
upon four specific parcels of
land. Their own engineers
advised them that the parcels
probably would be defined as
wetlands under the Clean
Water Act of 1972. If so, Wilson
would need a permit from the
Army’s Corps of Engineers.

The developers went ahead
anyhow. They brought in back-
hoes and dug drainage ditches.
They spread a considerable
amount of fill dirt and gravel
on the plot. The Corps of
Engineers obtained a restrain-
ing order, and the lawyers

James
Kilpatrick

Columnist
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STAWES, YADDA YADDA YADDA...

A jury indicted Wilson
ﬁﬁu of pollution.

Defense lawym eonmndod that
the act, as applied to the four
parcels in question,
to an unconstitutional expan-
sion of the Constitution’s
Commerce Clause. After a
seven-week trial, a jury found
him guilty. The district court
sentenced him to 21 months in
prison and a million-dollar
fine. Two other defendants
were fined $3 million and
placed on five years’ probation.

On appeal to the 4th Circuit,
Wilson won on a 2-1 vote.
Circuit Judges Paul V.
Niemeyer and J. Michael
Luttig shocked the govern-
ment. They reversed the con-
victions. The government
asked for reargument but the
full court denied the motion.

Judge Niemeye%ls opinion
went straight to the heart of
the Clean Water Act. The act
prohibits the pollution of ‘“‘nav-
igable” waters of the United
States. By liberal interpretation
of that word ‘““navigable,” feder-
al courts and federal regulators
have greatly expanded the
jurisdiction of the Corps of
Engineers. The law now covers
even puddles and potholes.

In the case at hand, the four
parcels were 10 miles from the
Chesapeake Bay, six miles
from the Potomac River, and
hundreds of yards from the
nearest creek. The land was
not “adjacent” to any waters
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An apology to Africa is overdue

WASHINGTON — I have
never been among those who
demanded an official apology
for the institution of slavery in
these United States.

I fear
that such
an apology
would be
only lip
service,
and would
enable
millions of
contempo-
rary
Americans
to absolve
them-
selves of
any blame
for the residuals of slavery that
are still very much a part of
American life.

Yet, I have no quarrel with
President Clinton over what he
said about slavery in Uganda.

In fact, I am incensed that
some right-wing politicians and
publications are pretending
that Mr. Clinton committed
heresy, or some kind of traitor-
ous act, when he expressed his
shame about slavery and U.S.
inaction during times of horri-
ble genocide in Africa.

I would like to think that the
assauwlts on the president come
only from those who wish to
drive him from office and who
grasp at ridiculous chances to

Carl Rowan
Syndicated
Columnist

discredit him. After all, most
critics of his African remarks
reveal their political bias by
throwing in the gratuitous
argument that he ought really
be apologizing to Paula Jones,
Kathleen Willey and Monica
Lewinsky.

But I see in some of the
attacks on the president’s com-
ments in Africa a thinly-veiled
contempt for Africa and black
people in general.

Pat Buthanan, who laced his
presidential campaign with
rhetoric about his angst over
seeing the sons of slaves “play-
ing bongo drums on street cor-
ners ... in my city
(Washington, D.C.),” now
accuses the president of ‘“‘grov-
eling”’ before Africans because
he dared say that “the U.S. has
not always done right by
Africa.”

You see where Buchanan is
coming from when he writes:

“When Europeans arrived in
sub-Sahara Africa, the inhabi-
tants had no machinery and no
written language. When the
Europeans departed, most of
them by 1960, they left behind
power stations, telephones,
telegraphs, railroads, mines,
plantations, schools, a civil ser-
vice, a police force and a trea-
sury.

‘“After Europe let its colonies
go, many descended into chaos
within a decade.”

Polytechnic Institute. The
young woman, a freshman stu-
dent, had bualy arrived on
campus in 1994 before two
g‘ech football players raped

er

The university behaved dis-
gracefully. After some puffing
and blowinz. Téch reduced the
charge against the players
from raping to cursing, gave
them a wink and a nod, and
sent them back to give their all
for the Hokies. Justifiably out-
raged, the victim sued the two
players under VAWA.

In U.S. District Court, Judge
Jackson L. Kiser dismissed her
complaints. In a carefully rea-
soned opinion, he held that
VAWA amounted to an uncon-
stitutional expansion of the
Commerce Clause. Rape, he
ruled, could be criminally pros-
ecuted as rape, but not for its
effect on interstate commerce.

I thought Judge Kiser’s opin-

LUTTHMITTANNCY KUAS AlSo WoN
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CONGRE sSIoNAL MEDAL
OF WEeNoR, THE No&el.
IN PRNSICS AND
MEPDICINE, THE KENTUCKY
THE PUBLISKRER'S

Why doesn’t old Pat just flat
out say that the ‘“‘superior”
Europeans did “inferior”
Africans a favor by imposing
colonialism? Then he can
extend that “logic’ by arguing
that all of the slaves brought to
the U.S., and their progeny,
were and are b to endure
servitude beneath the superior
white slavemasters, because
slavery gave us black people a
chance to absorb some
European intelligence.

Thomas Jefferson had the
guts to call slavery a wretched
abomination when it had wide
support in America; can any-
one expect William Jefferson
Clinton to do less than deplore
it in 1998?

Some profess to see great hor-
ror in the fact that the presi-
dent criticized slavery on for-
eign shores. That's like telling
a German that he ought not
express shame over the
Holocaust in Israel.

The Washington Times takes
umbrage at Mr. Clinton's state-
ment that “the American gov-
ernment for many years, in
effect, was complicit in the
apartheid of South Africa.”
The president spoke the truth.
The Times tries to justify U.S.
support for or condoning of
apartheid with the argument
that “Mr. Mandela’s African
National Congress was domi-
nated by communists.”

lonumoVA\vAmnmodel
dwm:

The Commerce Clause hu

ts, he concluded, and the

exceeded them. In support
of the law, a House committee
had found that acts of violence
directed at women “decrease .
the supply of and demand for
interstate products.” Such vio-

- lence, said the committee,

deters women from going to
work for interstate firms.
Judge Kiser found his sense of
credulity sorely strained. The
act lacked a constitutional
foundation.

‘On appeal, the 4th Circuit
panel voted 2-1 to reverse. The
House report, said Circuit
Judge Diana G. Motz, provided
abundant foundation. For one
thing, battered women cannot
go to work. Their loss of pro-
ductivity plainly affects inter-
state commerce. Congress had
a rational basis for approving
the law.

Judge Luttig, who had been
on the winning side in wet-
lands, was on the losing side
here. True to his principles of
limited government, he wrote a
vigorous dissent.

You win some, you lose
some. I applaud the wetlands
decision and deplore the
VAWA decision. In my old-
fashioned view, rape isn’'t com-
merce and ditches aren’t meant
for cargo ships. Let’'s hear it
for Judge Luttig! May his
tribe increase!
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¢ HON. GEORGE W. BUSH
Governor
State Capitol
Austin, 78701
Phone: Toll free 1-800-252-9600,
512-463-2000 fax 512-463-
1849.

* BOB luu.ocx
Lt. Governor
State Capitol
Austin, 78701
Phone: 512-463-0001; fax 512-
463-0326.

* JAMES. E. “PETE” LANEY
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Austin, 78701

Phone: 80&839-2478.7{% ‘)

. IOBERT DUNCAN

Senator

Texas 28th District

P.0. Box 12068, Austin, 78711-
2068. Phone: 2689909, (512)
463-0128, fax (512) 463 2424.
* DAVID COUNTS
Representative

Texas 70th District

P.0. Box 338

Knox City, 79529

Phone: 8176585012

* DAN MORALES

Attomey General

P.0. Box 12548

Austin, 78711-2548

Phone: 512-463-2100; 1-800-
252-8011. Fax: 512-463-2063.
* CHARLES STENHOLM

U.S. Representative

17th District

1211 Longworth Office Bidg.
Washington, 20515. Phone: 202-
2256605.

* BILL CLINTON

President

The White House

Washington, D.C.

* PHIL GRAMM

U.S. Senator

370 Russell Office Building
Washington, 20510

Phone: 202-224-2934.

o KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON

U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510

Phone: 202-224-5922

Ben Locxmamy, county judge —
Home: 263-4155; Office: 264-

2202.

Emma Brown — Home: 267
2649.

Jemmy Knoomre — 263-0724;

Work (Jerry's Barbers). 267-5471.
Bar Crooxsr — Home: 263
2566.
Somny Cwoate — Home: 267-
1066.

BRUCE TINSLEY
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Matil mob ]

Retirement brings
crowd of friends,
family for Slate

By DEBBIE L. JENSEN .
Features Editor

Retirement parties don't often -

draw a crowd like the one for
Edward Slate.

Slate, a veteran of nearly 33
years as a carrier for the U.S.
Postal Service, had about 50
well-wishers walking with him
as he finished his route
Tuesday. It was the last time
Slate would take the familiar
path, but the first time he was
joined by grandchildren, chil-
dren, friends, co-workers and
members of his church congre-
gation.

"My emotions are catching up
with me," Slate said, as he
stopped at his truck to fill his
mailbag for the last few blocks.
"'I'm overwhelmed, I've never
seen, never expected to see,
anything like this."

Slate said he suspected his
wife, Jean, was planning some-
thing for his last day on the
job. But he admitted the crowd
of about 50 that met him on
Edwards Street was a shock.

Slate's grandson, Ryan, pre-

dicted his grandfather's !u!b;a

tional state.

I think he's going to bawi;.

the 11-year-old said. "This is too
cool."

Jean Slate said she had to
keep up a charade all day to
prevent her husband from find-
ing out her plans.

"He wanted to stop by the

present, a new storm door, and
it wouldn't be ready in time."
Then Mrs. Slate joined her
husband for a block or two of
his route, and left, saying she

would return with some iced

Adopted kids, like

QUESTION: Are adopted ¢hi. ©

dren more likely to be rebel-
lious than children born to bio-
logical parents? If so, are there
any steps I can take to prevent
or ease the conflict? My hus-
band and I are thinking about
adopting a toddler and the
question has me worried.

DR. DOBSON: Every child is
different, and adopted kids are
no exception. They come in all
sorts of packages. Some boys
and girls who were abused or
unloved prior to the adoption
will react to those painful expe-
riences in some way, usually
negatively. Others, even those
who were not mistreated, will
struggle with identity problems
and wonder why their “real’’
mothers and fathers didn’t
want them. They may be dri-
ven to find their biological par-
ents during or after adoles-
cence to learn more about their
heritage and families of origin.

I must emphasize, however,
that many adopted kids do not

By ALLISON ROBERTS )
Sacramento Bee

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
We're nearing the millennium,
but that doesn’t mean most of
us can spell it.

Not to mention minuscule,
accommodate, weird and irasci-
ble. Trust us, we can find
words that you won’t be able to
spell. We have even printed
some, so you can test yourself
and stay humble.

and Jo Wyatt.

Line dancing .classes
still going strong

Local line dancers, shown here at the
recent festival, have several opportunities
to practice their hobby. Classes are
offered at the Spring City Senior Center
Tuesday at 9 a.m, and Wednesdays at 1
p.m..-The YMCA hosts a class Fridays at
11 a.m., and an evening classes geared
toward working people is now forming.
Call Dorothy Kennemur at 398-5522 for
more information. Dancers shown here
are, left to right: Thelma Ditto, Frances
Loftis, Mary Ann Fincher, Sydney Rosene,
Dorthy Bailey, Joy Dugan, Socorro Correa

tea for him later.

"Then my supervisor shows
up and tells me he's here
because I'm going too slow,"”
Slate said. "Something was sus-
picious."

go through any of these person-
al crises.“They take root where
they are replanted and never
give a
thought to
the ques-
tions that
trouble
some of
their
peers. As
with so
many
other
behavioral
issues, the
critical
factors are
the partic-
ular temperament of the child
and how he or she is handled
by the parents.

I hope you won't be reluctant
to adopt that child because
some special problems might --
but probably won't --develop.
Every child has his or her own
particular challenges. Every
child can be difficult to raise.

Dr. James
Dobson
Columnist

The mob following the mail
carrier, armed with cameras
and video cameras, burst into
applause several times as Slate
carried on his duties.

*I didn't think they thought

Every child requires all the cre-
ative energy and talent a par-
ent can muster. But every child
is also worth the effort, and
there is no higher calling than
to do that job excellently.

Let me add one more thought.
I knew a man and woman who
had waited for years to adopt a
baby. When a. female infant
was finally made available to
them, they were anxious to
know if she was healthy and of
good heritage. They asked if
her biological parents had used
drugs, how tall they were,
whether or not they had attend-
ed college, etc.

Then, the father told me later,
he realized what he and his
wife were doing. They were
approaching the adoption of
this baby much like they would
have bought a used car. They
were ‘“kicking tires’ and test-
ing the engine. But then they
thought, “What in the world
are we doing? That little girl is
a human being with an eternal

not better spellers? And

It's not so easy to find words
Haley Owen can'’t spell. If you
can say it, she can probably
spell it. She rattles them off, let-
ter by confident letter, her eyes
seeming to gaze at some distant
horizon point as though bring-
ing the word into focus from
afar.

In a way, that’s what she’s
doing. She just sort of sees the
correct spelling.

“Once you’'ve seen a word it’s
kind of imprinted on your

COMMUNITY

mind,” she says.

Spelling on command is busi-
ness as usual for Haley,. She
won the 1998 California Central
Valley Spelling Bee last week.
Now, the 13-year-old eighth-
grader will represent the
Central Valley at the National
Spelling Bee in Washington,
D.C., in May.

Haley, a student at Carden
Sunrise Christian School,
knows she’s a good speller. But
what about the rest of us? Are

NEWS

"spellings

_ ~ NERALD photo; Linda Choate
house earlier, and I told him, Edward Slate, retiring as a mail carrier after nearly 33 years, was joined by friends, family and co-
'No.' I said I had bought him a workers on his route Tuesday, his last day on the job.

that much of me,"” Slate said,
pointing out relatives and
friends who had traveled from
as far as Lubbock and Amarillo
for the occasion.

*I'll never forget this."

all;-eome-with challenges --

soul. We have been given the
opportunity to mold and shape
her as a child of God, and here
we are demanding that she be a
high-quality product.” They
répented of their inappropriate
attitudes and embraced that
child in love.

Adopted children, like all
children, are a blessing from
God, and we are privileged
indeed to be granted the honor
of raising one of his precious
kids.

QUESTION: Since you dis-
approve of public school sex-
education programs as current-
ly designed, who do you think
should tell children the facts of
life, and when should that
instruction begin?

DR. DOBSON: For those par-
ents who are able to handle the
instructional process correctly,
the responsibility for sex edu-
cation should be retained in the
home. There is a growing trend

Please see DOBSON, page 6A.

we worse than we used to be?
And why does spelling matter,
anyway? How about just hand-
ing the language over for a pho-
netic overhaul, making the let-
ters and sounds match up ratio-
nally?

But maybe life would be too
boring without spelling mis-
takes.

After years of seeing mis-
in public places
thanks to his out-and-about job
as a California Highway Patrol

SCHOOL
NEWS

Kentwood Elemen

By: Kendal Adams and
Heather Vassar, 5th Graders

Kentwood invited Mr.
Stallcup to our school. He
taught us how to be safe
around snakes. He showed us a
few different kinds of rat-
tlesnakes. One was the dia-
mond back snake.

The 5th graders wrote stories " -

and sent them to The Carriage
Inn, a retirement home center.
They invited us to come and
eat lunch with them. When we
got there, they seated us at
tables and we dined on hotdogs.
Later we sang a few songs for
them, then introduced our-
selves, thanked them for lunch
and left.

We had a fundraiser named
Jump Rope for Heart. The
money raised helps people to
get research for the treatments
for heart disease. Our school
raised $1,737.55.

The ITBS test was Monday-
Thursday. It is only for 1st and
2nd grades. The ITBS test is on
achievement. It stands for lowa
of Basic Skills. The test
involves Reading, Language,
Spelling and Math. It is a real
challenge for the 1st and 2nd
graders.

Coahoma Elementary

Coahoma Elementary stu-
dents raised funds to help pre-
serve rainforests in Guatemala.

The students at Coahoma
Elementary have something
extraordinary to celebrate this
year--they have actively partici-
pated in a conservation project
in order to better their world!
The entire elementary took
part in a special Rainforest
Adopt an Acre project that is
being conducted simultaneous-
ly in over 1,000 schools across
the country and in Canada via
a special network of educators
called Earth Foundation. By
selling environmental T-shirts
and packs, Coahoma elemen-
tary students raised funds that
will help protect countless
species of plants and animals
in Sierra de las Minas and
Cerro San Gil parks in
Guatemala, Central America.
So far, Coahoma Elementary
has protected 6 acres of endan-
gered land. . e

According to Earth
Foundation, a Houston-based
environmental education orga-
nization, rainforests really do
need rescuing. At present, half
of the world's rainforests have
been burned and bulldozed.
According to the web page of
the Rainforest Action Network
(www.ran.org), or RAN, the
rest are being destroyed at an
alarming rate of 78.8 million
acres a year-or 150 acres a
minute! At this rate of destruc-
tion, tropical forests will van-
ish within 30 years.

Washington Elementary
Washington Elementary
School recently completed its

Officer, Mark Wilson decided to
make a hobby of it. He has col-
lected more than 40 items,
including his favorite, a post-
ing from a bulletin board in the
small town of Happy Camp,
that reads: ‘‘Pot-bellied bigs
(pigs) for sale, just winged
(weaned).”

Though Wilson delights in
these, he also has sympathy for
their authors. He struggles over
everyday spellings, including
the word “recommendations,”

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

a.m.

Roping benefit Saturday

Students from Sands High School Wilderness
Club will conduct a roping benefit Saturday in
Lamesa beginning at 10 a.m. Books open at 9

The event will raise money for a group trip to Big
Bend National Park. For more information, call
Tommy Smithson at 353-4744.

Unusual mailboxes sought

Do you have an unusual, artistic or interesting
mailbox? If your mailbox shows your personality,
showcases your hobbies or interests, the Herald
wants to know for an upcoming feature. Call Linda
Choate or Debbie L. Jensen at 263-7331.

Kelth Imken congratulated
Washington Elementary sci-
ence fair winner Geoffrey
Hughey.

second annual Science Fair.
Thirty-five students in grades
three through five submitted
entries. Keith Imken, of Fina
0Oil and Chemical Company,
presented a $100 savings bond
to Grand Champion winner
Geoffrey Hughey, a third grad-
er. Geoffrey explored the rela-
tionship between heights and
weights of neighborhood dogs,
concluding that height does
correlate with weight.

Imken presented $50 saving
bonds to the first place winners
at each grade level, also cour-
tesy of Fina. Katie Morris, of
Western Container, along with
Leatrice Adams and Peggy
Luxton, of Cap Rock Electric,
presented trophies provided by
these companies. third grade
winners were Keesta Heiman,
First Place; Nicolas DeAnda,
second place; and Amber Sides,
third place. In fourth grade, the
winners were Ashley Gentry,
first place; Justin Wilson, sec-
ond place; and Jessica Cox,
third place. Winners in the
fifth grade were Agnes Garcia,
first place; Courtney Davila,

,_ﬁe.co‘nd.. Fme;“.and. Jessica

ughey, third place. Judges for
the event were Dorothy
Downey, Joe Dawes, and Lance
Telchick.

Coahoma High School

The Coahoma High School
UIL Academic Team traveled to
Wall for the 8AA District com
petitions recently. The resui:s
are as follows:

Calculator science
McCain, third.

Science -- Jonathan Barr.
fourth.

Lincoln/Douglas Debate
Allison West, second.

Ready Writing Leslie
Martin, first; Natalia Tucker,
fifth, Ginger Sullivan, sixth.

Headline Writing -- Lynsey
Bunn, first.

Accounting -- Shana Earnest,
fifth.

Computer Applications --
Daniel Clark, sixth.

Literary Criticism
McCain, first;
Morales, fifth.

Please see SCHOOL, page 6A.

-- Jason

-- Jason
Amanda

are we worse than we used to be?

which finishes up his work
reports: ‘I have to think about
'two ¢’s or two m’s?’ every
time.”
And would former Vice
President Dan Quayle have
become president if he hadn't
insisted that potato is spelled
“potatoe’ in front of a bunch of
kids — and reporters — in
19927

If a leader of the free world
can mess up, what hope is
there for the rest of us?

Tue Last WoORD

There are two kinds of
fools: One says, “This is old,
therefore it is good;” the
other says, “This is new,
therefore it is better.”

Dean William R. Inge

Have the courage to act
instead of react.
Earlene Larson Jenks

If you want things to stay
as they are, things will have
to change.

Giuseppe di Lampedusa
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Is English
all that
difficult
to spell?

By ALISON ROBERTS

Sacramento Bee

It’s not as irregular as you
might think, especially when
you're trying to blame the lan-
guage itself for your shortcom-
ings in spelling it. Granted,
many other languages are
more phonologically reliable in
their spelling — Spanish,
French and German.

Analyses show that as much
as 85 percent of English
spellings are in fact regular —
they adhere to rational pat-
terns. And less than 5 percent
of English spellings are so
unpredictable that they must
be learned entirely by rote.

But many of the 400 or so
irregular spellings in English
are among the most frequently
used words in the language, so
they seem to be everywhere.

Why is English irregular at
all? Sounds change, and
spellings don’t keep up. The
“Great Vowel Shift”’ of 15th
century Britain made many
spellings obsolete phonetically.
Similarly, letters that were
sounded in Anglo-Saxon
became silent (the ‘“‘k’’ of
“know” and the final “‘e” in
“love”).

In the late 16th and early 17th
centuries, many words entered
English from French, Latin,
Greek, Spanish, Italian and
Portuguese, and their spellings
reflected their origins and the
spelling rules of other lan-
guages. Blame the printers,
too. Many of England’s early
printers weren’t English, and
used spelling rules from back
home.

The result is a mess.

People have been trying to
clean it all up for more than
400 years. The urge to reform
reached a peak at the turn of
the century.

Proponents
President Theodore Roosevelt
and librarian Melvil Dewey
(who changed his name from
Melville to set an edifying
example).

included.

SCHOOL

Continued from page 5A.
Literary Criticism, team --
Jason McCain, Amanda
Morales, Ginger Sullivan, first.

Current Events -- Marianne
Mullins, sixth.

Mathematics - Jason McCain,
third; Shana Earnest, sixth.

Computer Science -- Robert
Boyett, fifth.

Informative Speaking
Daniel Clark, third.

CX Debate -~ Team: Jennifer
Winn and Lorin Wolf, third.

Regional competition will be
in Abilene April 25. Advancing
will be Jason McCain, Daniel
Clark, Amanda Morales, Ginger
Sullivan, Lynsey Bunn, Allison
West and Leslie Martin.

Coaches for the teams were:
Kent Boyd, Science; Larry Cole,

DOBSON ____

Continued from page 5A.
for all aspects of education to
be taken from their hands (or
the role is deliberately forfeited
by them). This is unwise.
Particularly in the matter of
sex education, the best
approach is one that begins
casually and naturally in early
childhood and extends through
the years, according to a policy
of openness, frankness and
honesty. Only parents can pro-
vide this lifetime training,
being there when the questions
arise and the desire for infor-
mation is evidenced.

Unfortunately, moms and
dads often fail to do the job.
Some are too sexually inhibited
to- present the subject with
poise, or they may lack the
necessary technical knowledge
of the human body. Another
common mistake is to wait
until puberty is knocking at
the door and then try to initi-
ate a desperate, tension-filled
conversation that embarrasses
the kid and exhausts the par-
ent. If this is the way sex edu-
cation is going to be handled,
there has to be another alterna-
tive to consider.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. James
C. Dobson's “Focus on the
Family™ appears each
Thursday as a cooperative effort
of Scenic Mountain Medical
Center and the Big Spring
Herald. Letters to Dr. Dobson
may be sent to P.O. Box 444,
Colorado Springs, Colo.; 80903.

TAKE TIME OUT
FOR YOURSELF READ

Investment Advice

Isn’t Just for the Rich.

508 W. Wall
Midland, TX 79701
1-800-759-4932 915-684-7335

www.agedwards.com

Th(' decision to invest is an important one
- one that can afTect the rest of vour life.
We can answer your questions and help
vou plan your investment strategy.

5190 364 OR9e

Charlie Jeffus

AG Edbvards

Member SIPC « 1997 A G Edwards & Sons. Inc

The one and only

S

DQ" Blizzard® Flavor Treat—often

imitated, never duplicated—is now on sale for $1.29! And
while others may try and copy its success, the original Is
still the only one that’s thick and rich enough to be
served upside down or it's FREE! Made with-deliclous,
creamy DQ" soft serve mixed with your choice of candy,
fruit or nuts. There’s nothing else like it! For the taste

that can’t be beat, head for your
neighborhood Dairy Queen® store

and get one today!

On Sale March 30-April 19, 1998
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math and Number Sense; Dicky
Stone, calculator science and
accounting; Carrie Conley, CX
debate, LD Debate and extem-
poraneous speaking; Kay
Pittman, literary criticism and
computer science: Melinda

* Wood Blinds * Mini Blinds * Micro )Jini Blinds *
Vertical Blinds

Pleated Shades

MIDLAND
San Miguel Center
3303 N. Midkiff Suite 181
520-5788 « M-Sa 10-6

111 E. Marcy 267-8283
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
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“We Can Help”

$44500

1011 GREGG ST. BIG SPRING "NANCE

HURRY! LAST 4 DAYS - SALE ENDS SUNDAY!

14D
Kolg

C 1 Yy ) r
Sizes 6-18 & 6P-

14W-24W on|y 34.99.

20% OFF

Also jrs.” Reg. 49.00-79.00,
SALE 39.20-63.20.

SAG HARBOR® SEPARATES

19.99-24.99

Misses’ sizes.

Reg. 28.00-34.00 ea. pc.

30% OFF

SALE 23.80-43.40.
MISSES" CASUAL SHORTS

25% OFF

Reg. 20.00-30.00,
SALE 15.00-22.50.

SALE 12.99

Sizes S-M-L-XL.
Reg. 18.00.

ALL BRIGGS® PANTS

ONLY 19.99

A Smart Value in misses’

and peites” sizes.

| ONLY 29.99

MISSES" & SPECIAL SIZES

ALL VEST & FLORAL DRESSES

REQUIREMENTS® SEPARATES

Misses’, pelites’. Reg. 34.00-62.00,

MISSES" NOVELTY KNIT TEES

ANNIVERSARY

KORET &
ALFRED DUNNER

30% OFF

Mo

BUY 1 PAIR SHOES,
GET 1

20n

SALE 26.60-54.60. lve. Excludes Dr Marfer

JUNIORS

INTIMATES

JJUNIORS" SHRUG DRESSES

SALE 39.99

In sizes 3-13.
Reg. 49.00.

ACCESSORIES / KIDS
ALL FINE JEWELRY

60% OFF

Choose 14K gold, sterling
and vermeil.

JRS.” SQUEEZE® SHORTALLS

SALE 19.99

Reg. 28.00. Unionbay®,
reg. 36.00, SALE 27.00.

GIRLS’ EASTER DRESSES

25% OFF

Reg. 28.00-40.00,
SALE 20.99-29.99.

ALL KIDS" SHORT SETS

25% OFF

JRS." WOVEN SHIRTS

9.99-14.99

Many styles to choose. Orig. & reg. 14.00-24.00,
Reg. 14.00-20.00. SALE 10.50-18.00.

ALL PLAYTEX® & BALI® ALL BOYS’ TOPS & PANTS
25% OFF 25% OFF

Reg. 10.50-26.00, Reg. 14.00-26.00,

SALE 7.87-19.50. SALE 10.50-18.99.

r-—--—-——-——-———————————————

BRING THIS COUPON APRIL 2-5 FOR

15% OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM®
REGULAR-PRICE, SALE OR CLEARANCE

--------J

L----- --------—-------—----J

SALE

SMART
VALUE DRESSES

MEN’S LEVI'S
JEANS & SHORTS

2399-39.99

Reg. 25.00-42.00

MEN'S

VAN HEUSEN® DRESS SHIRTS

19.99 & 23.99

Our lowest prices of the season.

Reg. 29.00-32.00.

ALL WOVEN SPORT SHIRTS

14.99 & 19.99

A great selection of styles.
Reg. 24.00 and 28.00.

DOCKERS® KHAKIS PANTS

SALE 29.99

Available in sizes 29-42.
Reg. 35.00.

ALL GOLF SHIRTS

SALE 19.99

A great price on a terrific
collection. Reg. 28.00-30.00.

LEVI'S® COTTON TOPS

25% OFF

Orig. 19.00-40.00,
SALE 14.25-29.99.

RETRO® COLLECTION

19.99-49.99

Vests, slacks, shirts, more.
Reg. 25.00-68.00.

Vermeil is 18K gold over sterling. Just a sample of the savings you will find. Interim markdowns may have been taken.

Styles, sizes and colors may vary by store. Sale prices effective thru April 5, 1998.
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Regardless of how they play, Rangers payroll is champlonshlp cahber

ARLINGTON (AP) — The Texas
Rangers set their opening-day roster
boasts championship quality payroll.

The price tag is that of a contender:
A $54.25-million payroll for the 25-man
roster and three players on the dis-
abled list. Consider that ownership’s
way of saying it believes this team can
win.

“We think we've got a pretty good
ballclub,” Rangers president and gen-
eral partner Tom Schieffer said. “We
think with that kind of payroll, you're
supposed to have a pretty good ball-
club.”

Ownership permitted general manag-
er Doug Melvin to go above the payroll
budget of about $52 million.

The generosity allowed the Rangers
to keep luxuries such as Roger Pavlik,

earning $1.6 million, to be a long
reliever/sixth starter; and former All-
Star Roberto Kelly, in the first season
of a two-year $3.85-million deal, t?%e
the fourth outfielder.

The Rangers opened last season with
similar high expectations and a $50.18-
million payroll.

The figure dropped to $42.9 million
because of deals in which the out-of-
contention Rangers traded veterans to
begin retooling for this season. :

This year’'s opening-day payroll puts
the Rangers in sixth on the overall list,
behind Baltimore, the New York
Yankees, Atlanta, Boston and
Cleveland.

The top five teams must pay a luxu-
ry tax of 35 percent on all spending
more than about $55 million. That fig-

ure includes about $5.1 million each
team spends on benefits.

Schieffer said the Rangers want to
avoid the luxury-tax bracket.

That will not change if the pending
sale to Dallas businessman Tom Hicks
is approved during the season.

Hicks has said he does not plan on
increasing the payroll.

“We knew our payroll was going to
be high, but we have not had to cut
back,” Melvin said. “There’s no doubt
when you start spending this kind of
money, you think you have a chance to
win.”

The final moves did not involve the
payroll. Right-hander Tim Crabtree
beat out left-hander Larry Thomas for
the final bullpen spot.

Mike Simms won the final bench

spot over Warren Newson. Crabtree,
acquired two weeks ago from Toronto,
did not pitch well with the Rangers.

He allowed two hits and one run in
the final inning of a 10-5 exhibition
loss to Houston, giving him a 7.71 ERA
and a .472 opponents batting average in
six appearances with the Rangers.

Oates said the Rangers saw enough
late-spring improvement in Crabtree to
keep him.

The Rangers put Thomas on outright
waivers

If no team claims him, Thomas can
take free agency rather than report to
Class AAA Oklahoma. The Rangers
expect Thomas to remain in the orga-
nization because he has a high minor
league salary at $100,000.

Simms’ performance made him the

clear choice. He hit .346 with three
homers and 15 RBIs for 52 at-bats.
Newson hit .200 with no homers, seven .
RBIs and 16 strikeouts in 50 at-bats.
Pinch-hitting® ability also influenced
the decision.

Simms hit .300 with two homers and
10 RBIs in 20 pinch-hit at-bats last sea-
son. Newson hit .146 for 41 pinch-hit at-
bats the last two seasons.

“It wasn’t a hard decision, but it was
a tough decision,” Qates said.

Newson, who will have several days
to decide what he wants to do now,
expressed disappointment at the move.

“I've been with them the last fwo
vears and gave them experience,” said
Newson, who had consecutive 10-
homer seasons. “I thought that was
important.”
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By JOHN A. MOSELEY
Sports Editor

time district champion and an
overwhelming favorite to
repeat with a third title would
be reason enough to rest on
one's laurels, but not Big
Soring's Monica Villarreal.

To Villarreal, the District 4-
4A girls' singles tennis champi-

onship isn't enough — her
sights are set on reaching the
Class 4A University

Interscholastic League (UIL)
State Tournament in Austin
this spring.

As a result, Villarreal has
been pushing herself to
improve her game — lifting
weights to - improve her
strength, stressing her foot-
work and concentrating on a
serve-and-volley style so for-
eign to the baseline game that
yielded her first two 4-4A sin-
gles championships.
"Getting to state ,.,,

Figure 7 Tennis Center's No. 1
court with teacher and former
Stanton tennis coach- Tom
Posey. "It's a matter of doing
what I know I can do."

Villarreal, you see, knows
what it's like to reach the state
tournament. She's been there.

As a freshman, Monica
teamed with her older sister,
Maria, as a doubles entry and
reached the state tournament,
finishing third.

"We had two match points on
the team from Texarkana
{ (Texas High) in the semifinals
and lost,” Villarreal recalls,
adding that she's felt the pres-
sure to return to the state meet
ever since.

"I think I've played like I had
pressure on me," she explained.
"This year I'm just trying to go
out on the court and take care
of business ... play the best
game of tennis I can play that
day and it will have to be
enough.”

When Maria graduated and
headed to Southern Illinois
University in 1995, Monica
became tennis coach Ralph
Davis' top girls' singles entry.

Monica has already made a
verbal commitment to
Southern Illinois to play
Division I tennis there next
year. And while she's looking
forward to a chance to play
with Maria again, there are
just a few goals left to accom-
plish at the high school level.

"It's going to be exciting to
play collegiate tennis, but I
realize it's going to be really
tough, too," Villarreal said.
"Every player you come up

1 against is going to be as good or

For some, simply being a two-’
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Big Spring senior Monica Villarreal strokes: a two-handed backhand shot during the semifinals of the
Big Spring Invitational Tennis Tournament. Villarreal, who reached the state tournament as a fresh-
man partnered with her older sister in doubles compeition, has twice been thwarted in singles at the
regional level. As a result, she’s trying to 4levate her game to another level to reach the state tour-
nament in her final high school season.

better than the best opponents I
run up against in high school.

"That's one of the reasons I've
tried to step up my game," she
added. "You have to be able to
come to the net, to set up the
short ball and come up and fin-
ish the point off.

"I can play at the net ... did
that when I was playing dou-
bles my freshman year," she
continued. "Now I just need to
put it all together."

In addition to being one of
West Texas' best schoolgirl
players regardless of classifica-
tion, Villarreal has stayed busy
competing in a number of the
state's top USTA tournaments.

They make her a clear
favorite to Knock off her closest
District 4-4A rival,
Sweetwater's Sarah
Pennington, and make it three
straight 4-4A singles champi-
onships at the district meet set
for April 17-18 in Midland.

But for two straight years,
Villarreal has run into a road-
block at the Region I, Class 4A

tournament — fmlshmg thlrd
both years.

Last year's regional champi-
on, Fort Worth Arlington
Heights' Dee Dee Herring, has
graduated — leaving Villarreal
and Wichita Falls' Abbe
Ullrich, the runner-up to
Herring last year, as the
region's top-ranked singles
players.;

It was Ullrich who ended
Villarreal's run last spring, tak-
ing a 1:6, 6-2, 6-4 win in the
semifinals.

The two have played only
once this season — when the
Steers and Coyotes met in the
Region I, Class 4A team tennis
championship match last fall.

'l had four match points on
her when they came and pulled
us off the court because
Wichita Falls had won enough
of the other matches to clinch
the championship,” Villarreal
said. "We haven't run up
against ‘each other since, but
I'm looking forward to it.

'Righ now ... in the last

month or so, I think I'm play-
ing better than I ever have,”
she continued, noting that a
week's layoff from competition
to rest a sore right shoulder
has improved her game even
more. "I want to be at the
absolute top of my game in the
next few weeks, so that when it
comes time, I can put it all on
the line."

As far as Posey is concerned,
having been beaten in straight
sets during their practice
match Wednesday, Villarreal is
at her best.

"She's moving a lot better
than I've ever seen her play,"
Posey said. "I used to give her a
pretty good game last year, but
now she lets me win a game or
two in every set."

Besides, reaching the state
tournament is a tradition in
her family. Her father, Rey,
dand an uncle, Oscar, won state
championships in tennis for
Monahans High School and
another uncle, Rick, was a run-
ner-up.

TMS officials can

only hope second
time out is better

FORT WORTH (AP) — The
first crash at Texas Motor
Speedway came on the first
turn of the first lap of the first
Winston Cup race.

How fitting.

Nothing seemed to go as
planned last April during the
debut weekend at the speedway.

With the stock cars coming
back this weekend, speedway
general manager Eddie Gossage
is expecting a much better
show, though some drivers say
there haven't been enough
changes. The action begins
Saturday with the Busch series
Coca-Cola 300, followed Sunday
by the Texas 500, the Winston
Cup feature.

“A year ago, we knew we
were trying to avoid a disaster,”

Sage said. “This year, we're

%jpg on a sporting spe_ct_a-

Looking back, Gossage admits
“we were not prepared”’ when
NASCAR returned to Texas for
the first time since 1981.

Record rains in the preceding
months were partly to blame,
keeping crews from finishing
some roads. and turning fields
that were supposed to be park-
ing lots into mud bogs: The
result was a traffic nightmare,
with nearly 260,000 people
spending up to four hours to get
in with nowhere to park once
they did.

Rains also washed out several
test sessions, practice days and
qualifying, preventing drivers
from becoming familiar with
the 1.5-mile quad oval. Those
who did make it around found
several dangerous spots.

The lack of practice combined
with the tricky areas caused
quite a mess. The event, then
sponsored by Interstate
Batteries, was marred by 10
caution flags, the first for
Darrell Waltrip’s first-turn
crash.

Crash victim Rusty Wallace
was so upset that he said a
“total reconstruction” was
needed. Fallout from his quotes
lingered, overshadowing Jeff
Burton'’s initial career victory.

“Last year, we had our dry
run in front of 200,000 friends.
That’'s such a tough, tough
chore,” Gossage said. ‘“‘But we
weathered it.”

Since then, Gossage and his
crew have been hard at work.

The speedway spent $6.5 mil-
lion to improve roads and used
another $4.5 million to pave
more parking spaces. Some 400
acres of gravel aisles were
added to keep grass parking lots

‘Wallace .said. .

from flooding. They also can be
used as parking spots in case of
heavy rain.

‘““We now have more parking
than Walt Disney World,”
Gossage said.

As for the track itself, $517,000
was spent to fix up spots dri-
vers complained about.

Five feet of pavement was
added last summer to the exit of
turn four along the infield
grass, and the exit has been
milled to ease the transition
from the 23-degree banked
curve to the 8-degree front
stretch.

Drivers who have tested the
track in recent weeks appreci-
ate the work —.but they say it's
still not enough.

“It's | idemtical,’! . Kenny
‘I, don’t: see .any
difference at all.

“It goes flat so quick you're
still sliding out to the wall. It
kind of tosses the car out there
like a rock. You can’t be on the
outside of somebody coming off
turn four. If you are, you're
meat.”

Todd Bodine said he wanted
to be politically correct in his
assessment of the changes, then
called it ‘“‘the same track it was
last year.”

Gossage dismisses the dri-
vers' complaints, and points to
other areas where the speedway
has been a hit.

Sunday’s crowd - another
200,000-plus sellout — will be
the season’s sécond largest,
behind only the Brickyard 400
in Indianapolis.

And the purse will be just
over $4 million, up about
$400,000 from last year and
third to the Daytona 500 and the
Brickyard.

Gossage also is counting on
another huge TV audience.
Only Daytona was watched by
more people than last. year’s
event in Fort Worth.

All things considered,
Gossage feels good about his
speedway and the races. He’s
been around stock cars and
tracks long enough to know
that the first-year fiasco will be
forgotten, and that the speed-
way can still become the gem
owner Bruton Smith envisioned
when he built it for $130 mil-
lion.

“We're just a 1-year-old
infant,” Gossage said. “I'm not
too concerned with where we're
at. I don't think the Dallas
Cowboys won a game their first
year, and aren’t they considered
one of the world’s most success-
ful pro sports franchises?"”
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Pedro Martinez and the Tampa Bay
Devil Rays are all even. One AL win
apiece.

Martinez, baseball’s $75 million man,
made a marvelous debut Wednesday
night for Boston. The 177 NL Cy
Young winner struck out 11 and
allowed just three hits in seven
innings, leading the Red Sox over the
Oakland Athletics 2-0.

{ “Of course, it’s special to win on

pening day,” Martinez said. “It gets
he first one out of the way and gets
ou ready to go. It gives you-confi-
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