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Reflecting A Proud Community

CRMWD'’s John Grant named to 31-county regional water planni

By JOHN H. WALKER
Managing Editor

John Grant, Colorado River
Municipal Water District gener-
al manager, is among 20 people
named to develop a long-range
water plan for West Texas.

Grant was named by the
Texas Water Development
Board (TWDB) to serve in
Region F, the designation given
a 31-county area stretching from
the Mason and Kimble counties
in the Hill Country to Loving
County.

“The benefit of this effort is
that locals in these regions will
look at their water needs for the
next 50 years,” said Janice
Cartwright of the TWDB.

Cartwright said the effort is
necessary to ensure Texans will
have water for personal con-
sumption, for industrial growth
and for the environment well
into the 21st Century.

By naming Grant to the
Region F board, the TWDB
involves the Colorado River
Municipal Water District,
which began planning for the
region's long-term survival 50
years ago when the then-
Colorado River Municipal
Association met for the first
time in Big Spring's Settles
Hotel.

Much of the area in Region F
is served by the CRMWD, which
supplies water to more than
400,000 persons in West Texas.

MONDAY
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'The statewide effort is a result
of legislative action in 1997 to
add Texas to the list of state's
with a long-range water plan.
Until that time, Texas was one
of only five states nationally
and three in the west — without
such a plan.

Under Senate Bill 1, initially
introduced by State Sen. J.E.
“Buster” Brown of Lake
Jackson, the state was required
to plan for future water usage.

One of the many changes
made to Brown's initial offering
was the requirement  that
TWDB divide the state into
regional districts that would
handle the planning for that
particular area of the state.

All of the regional plans then

must bee approved by the
TWDB and merged into a
statewide plan that must be fin-
ished by 2001,

From that point on, any
monies for development of
water projects or permits for
new water rights can only be
released if those projects are
specified in the regional plan.

Counties in Region F include
Andrews, Borden, Brown, Coke,
Coleman, Concho, Crane,
Crockett, Ector, Glasscock,
Howard, Irion, Kimble, Loving,
McCulloch, Martin, Mason,
Menard, Midland, Mitchell,
Pecos, Reagan, Reeves, Runnels,
Schleicher, Scurry, Sutton, Tom
Green, Upton, Ward and
Winkler.

Work progresses
on jet destined for
Vietnam Memorial

By KATHY GILBERT
Staff Writer

It's more than just a plane
it's redemption.

For the men and women who
fought the Vietnam war, fixing
up the F-4E "Phantom" jet sit-
ting in Hangar 18 speaks to
something deeper than nuts,
bolts and a strong metal
pedestal.

*Some of us still have a bad
taste about (the Vietnam) war,"
project co-crew chief and
Vietnam veteran Roger Holmes
said, "it's good to get that taken
care of."

Holmes and co-crew chief
Gary Osburn, also a Vietnam
veteran, are leading volunteers
in restoring the plane on nights
and weekends from January
through May. The fighter plane
is scheduled to be mounted on a
pedestal next to the helicopter
at the Vietnam Veteran's
Memorial in time for Memorial
Day.

The 19,000-pound, 63-foot-long,
38-foot-wide plane required an
entourage of 22 vehicles to
move it from Sheppard Air
Force Base in Wichita Falls to
its home in Hangar 18 in Big
Spring last December.

The F-4E is part of their per
sonal history, Holmes and
Osburn, former Air Force
mechanics said as they worked
on the plane Saturday.

childhood, Holmes worked on
F-4s, F-1058 and T-38s from 1969
to 1973 as part of the 18th TAC
(Tactical Air Command) fighter
wing, a mobile unit based in
Okinawa, Japan. As crew chief,
he was an expert on F-4s

"That airplane is the crew
chief's airplane,” Osburn said,
"when it's on the ground, it's
his."

"We just let the pilots borrow
it,” Holmes added.

Osburn, a retired aircraft
maintenance specialist and Big
Spring native, had worked on
many F-4s after he enlisted in
1972

"The work is coming along
pretty good,” Osburn said
"We're prepping it for painting
in about two weeks, and taking
measurements for the pedestal
today," he said.

The crew chiefs said commu-
nity support had been over-
whelming. Donations of materi
als, paint, and volunteer time

See F-4E, Page 2

An air combat historian since g

Vietnam veteran Gene Wiison repairs the tall of the F-4E "Phantom” jet Saturday during one of the
many workdays required to prepare the plane for permanent static display at the Big Spring Vietnam

Veteran's Memorial in May.

More than a plane, F-4E is redemptwn

HERALD Staff Photo/Kathy Glibert
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Tonight, fair. Lows 40-45. Tuesday, partly cloudy, breezy and warm. Highs from
the mid 70s to near 80. Tuesday night, mostly cloudy with a slight chance of
showers. Lows In the 40s. Extended forecast, Wednesday, partly cloudy and
windy. Highs In the upper 80s to mid 70s. Thursday and Friday, partly cloudy.

Lows in the lower 30s to near 40. Highs in the 60s

Abby / 7
Classified / 6-7
Comics / 8
General News / 3

Vol. 94, No.

107

Horoscope / 7
Obituaries / 2
Opinion / 4
Sports / 5

To reach all departments, please call 263-7331

50 cents

board

ReGION F BOARD MEMBERS

fa ‘ v »‘:‘“‘
mi'*

S8 Assea..

Howell trial

Jury selection under way
as suspected serial rapist
faces addltlonal sentencmg

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Jury selection began Monday
morning in 118th District Court
in the aggravated sexual assault
trial of suspécted serial rapist
Ricky DeWayne Howell.

Howell faces charges of aggra-
vated sexual assault and bur-
glary with the intent to commit
sexual assault. Both charges
carry prison terms of between
5-99 years or life.

Howell, who is suspected in a
string of sexual assaults in
West Texas, has already been
convicted of two counts in
Lubbock and is currently
appealing the two life sentences
he received there.

District Attorney
Wilkerson said that the fact
Howell has already been
assessed two life sentences will
not sway his efforts once the
trial begins Tuesday morning.

"There's two things,”
Wilkerson said. "First, 1 don't
want him getting away with
any freebies. Second, | think
the community, in a high-pro
file case like this, descrves to
have all the facts ... and fcel like
justice is being served in
Howard County.

"In short, he still needs to
answer for what he did here”
Wilkerson added.

Instead, Wilkerson intends to
try the case as if the prior con-
victions didn't exist.

Hardy

"These cases stand on their
merits,” he said. "The fact of his
prior convictions is irrelevant.
His prior convictions are on
appeal, 8o they can't be men-
tioned, anyway."

Howell, of Snyder, stands
accused of two sexual assaults
which occurred in Big Spring
in December 1996. In addition to
the assaults in Lubbock, he has
been implicated in similar inci-
dents in Odessa, Sweetwater
and Abilene.

Both Big Spring victims are
described as white females in
their early to mid-50s.
According to their affidavits,
their assailant was a white
male, in his early to mid-30s,
standing about 5 feet, 8 inches
tall and wearing female cloth-
ing.

Howell was arrested last
February in Lubbock in con-
nection with a pair of sexual
assaults there. [Local authorities
filed charges against him short
ly afterward.

Early woting under way
for March 10 primaries

By CARLTON JOHNSON
Staff Writer

For candidates seeking elect-
ed office in Howard County in
the March 10 primary, the
answers to who will win are
still two weeks away, but early
voting begins today for voters
who won't be able to vote on
March 10.

Early voting will be in County
Clerk Margaret Ray's office
each day from 8 am. to 5 p.m.
and will continue through
March 6.

Ray sald her office will also

be open Saturday from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. for early voting

The first day for residents to
submit an application for a bal-
lot by mail was Jan. 9, accord-
ing to Ray.

Residents who wish to recelve
a ballot in the mail must make
an application to Ray's office
before the end of the business
day on March 3.

The county clerk's office
began mailing out ballots to res
idents who have requested
them on Jan. 24 and those bal-
lots must be received at the
county clerk's office by 7 p.m.
March 10.

Earls comes full circle with Rape Crisis/Victim Services

By KATHY GILBERT

position,®

Staff Writer

Galil Earls has come full
circle.

One of the founders and
a long-time board member
of the Rape Crisis/Victim
Services Center in Big
Spring has recently been
tapped to become its new
director.

‘I've made the full circle,”
Earls said, "l helped found
the center and been on the

board for 13 years. Now I'm the director.”
‘We're very glad to have (Earls) in that

"EARLS

the new position.

A full-time counselor is a priority. "All of
(the staff and volunteers) are advocates,”
"but counselors know the right

she sald,
questions to ask."

Another goal I8 to recruit and train a
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) to
conduct medical rape exams.

"It's a really neat program,” Earls said.
"It's another trauma when a lady is raped
and a doctor examines her."

Earls also wants to work "more fully” on

board President Dwayne Wheat
sald. "I guess we're guilty of liking someone
who reflects some of our biases.”

Earls outlined an ambitious program of
expansion and change for her first term in

servicing all five counties in the Rape
Crisis/Victim Services service area.
goal is to get to a client in 10 minutes. To
do that, we need to train volunteers in all
five counties.”

"Our

Martin, Borden, Glasscock and Mitchell

counties are already on the list, and Earls
is interested in drawing in Lamesa and
Dawson County as well.

Education is another aspect of the center

Earls wants to build. "We want to talk to
schools; and teachers, and let them know
we're here before it happens,” she said.

An advisory board made up of people
from other counties, and including the

See EARLS, Page 2




OBITUARIES
QsouinonH Reid

rvice for Quinon H. Reid,
78, Coahoma, will be 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 1998, at
Coahoma Church of Christ
with Russell
Mullins, min-
ister of
Coahoma
Church of
Christ, offici-
ating. Burial
with full mili-
tary rites will
follow at
Coahoma
Cemetery.

Mr. Reid REWD
died Saturday,

Feb. 21, in a local hospital.

He was born on May 28, 1919,
in Hayden, Ariz., and married
Ruth Menser on Nov. 11, 1939,
in Coahoma. She preceded him
in death on April 20, 1993. Mr
Reid had lived most of his life
in Coahoma and graduated
from Coahoma High School in
1937. He served in the U.S
Army during World War Il and
fought in the Battle of the
Bulge. He was captured on Dec
19, 1944, and was liberated on
April 1, 1945, after being a pris
oner for 109 days After the
war, he worked for Texas
Electric Company for over 30
years. He had served a term on
the Coahoma School Board Mr
Reid was a member of
Coahoma Church of Christ He
was also a member of Masonic
LLodge No. 992 A F & A M 1n
Coahoma

Survivors include one son,
Ronnie Reid of Coahoma. one
daughter, Quinett Jones of
Odessa; two sisters, Mildred
Menser of Coahoma and Sandra
Duenzl of Weatherford. one
brother, Wallace Reid of
Coahoma; five grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren

The family suggests memori
als to: American Heart
Association, Howard County
Division; P.O. Box 1223; Big
Spring, Texas; 79721-2331 or to
Coahoma Church of €hrist;
P.O. Box 92; Coahoma, Texas:
79511

Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home

Curtis A.
Carpenter

Graveside service for Curtis
A Carpenter, 79, Sand Springs,
will be 10 a.m. Tuesday, Feb
24, 1998, at

Mount Olive
Memorial
Park with
Rev Joyce
Blaylock offi
ciating.

M r

Carpenter
died Sunday,
Feb. 22, at the
VA Medical
Center follow-
ing a short 1ill

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH
Funeral Home

Tnnity Memonal Park
ard Ciematoery

— -

CARPENTER

906 Gregg St.

(915) 267-6331
Quinon H. Reid, 7K, died
Saturday. Services will b

2:00 PM Tuesday at Coahoma
Church of Christ. Interment
will follow at Coahoma
Cemetery.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
21th & Johnson 2678288

Maria Moreno, 68, died
Friday. Services were 11:00
AM, today at St. Thomas
Catholic Church. Burial in Mt
Olive Memorial Park.

Curtis A. Carpenter, 79,
died Sunday. Graveside
services are 10:00 AM,
Tuesday in Mt. Olive Memorial
Park

hzumwtm
Counties. §11.25 slsswhers.

The Hersid is » membaer of the
Associsted Press, Audit Buresu of
Circulstion, American Newspapsr

Associstion and West Texas Prass.
Periodicals postage paid = Big
Spring, Texas, 79720-0008.

POSTMASTER: Send of
address 10: Big Spring P.0. Bow
1431, Big Spring, Texas 79720

ness.

He was born on Dgc. 19, 1918,
in Grand Saline, Van Zant
County. He married Trudie
Mae Stovall on Dec. 8, 1937, in
Westbrook. She preceded him
in death on March 3, 1994. Mr.
Carpenter had been a resident
of Big Spring since 1971, prior
to that he lived 24 years in
Mitchell County and then 11
years in Andrews. He was a
member of the Oak Street
Baptist Church in Colorado
City, and Midway Baptist
Church in Sand Springs. He
was a veteran of the US. Army.

Survivors include: one son,
Lyn Carpenter of Big Spring;
one daughter, Jeana Kay
Plunkett of Round Rock, two
sisters, Christine Wright and
Grace Wright, both of Canton;
five grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren

Arrangements under the
direction of Myers & Smith
Funeral Home

EARLS

Continued from Page 1

police chief, sheriff, district
attorney and others involved in
working with rape victims is a
chief goal of the new director.

*"We would meet, and they
would give us direction, and
we'd let them know what we're
domng and work together as a
community,” she said.

*We talked about it for a long
time now we're going to do
1t * she added

Earl's inspiration is helping
people, “there are a lot of kids
who don't know what it i1s to
have a human adult say some
thing nice,” she said

"We're open 24 hours a day,
365 davs a week it's a big
commitment,” she added “But
when people say 'vou've helped
me, you've saved my life, you've
made all the difference,” 1t's all
worth 1t."

Wheat, a special education
teacher and pastor of Berea
Baptist Church, praised Earls
for improving staff morale dur
ing her tenure as interim direc
tor over the past few months
"She’'s done a good job nf work
ing with them,” he said, "giving
them a sense of direction, using
their abilities and allowing
them the freedom- to work and
develop it *

For more information on vol-
unteering or assiting in other
ways, call 263-3312.

F-4E

Continued from Page 1
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ject

"We felt like we fought with
one leg up in the air and one
hand tied behind our backs,” he
said’ "They didn't want to esca
late to World War II1 -

SPRINGBOARD

IF YOU HAVE ANY
CHANGES IN A SPRING-
BOARD ITEM OR FOR
MORE INFORMATION, CON-
TACT GINA GARZA, 263-
7331 ext. 238, BETWEEN 8:30

DuN1APS

111 E. Marcy 267-8283
Mon.-Sat. 10a.m.-6 p.m.

AM. AND & P.M. ALl
Springboard items must be
submitted in writing. Mail
to: Springboard, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1481, Big
Spring, Texas 79720; bring it
by the office at 710 Scurry;
or fax it to 264-7208.
TODAY

*Big Spring Evening Lion’s
Club, 6:30 p.m., 1607 E. Third.
Call Al Valdes, 263-6810.

*Project Freedom, Christian
support group, 7 p.m. Call 263-
5140 or 263-2241.

*TOPS Clubs (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) 5:15 p.m.

~weligh in and 6:15 p.m. meeting,

Family Hospice, 3210 E. 11th
Place.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. at the
VA Medical Center on fourth
floor.

TUESDAY

*Most Excellent Way, a chem-
ical dependency support group,
7 p.m., Living Water Church,
1008 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
1424 after 5 p.m. or 263-3168
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

*Al-Anon, 8 to 9 p.m., 615
Settles.

Narcotics Anonymous, 6 to
7:30 p.m., St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church.

*Beginning line dance class
will be taught at 9 a.m. at the
Senior Citizens Center. Call
267-1628 for more information.
All ages welcome.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. closed
meeting at the VA Medical
Center on fourth floor.

*Big Spring Alliance for the
Mentally Ill, 6:30 p.m., 409
Runnels (formerly TU build-
ing). Call Sondra at 267-7220.

WEDNESDAY

*Downtown Lions Club, noon,
Howard College Cactus Room.
Call Archie Kountz, 267-3821.

*Line dance classes, 1 p.m.,
Senior Citizens Center, follow-
ing lunch. For more informa-
tion call 398-5522 or 267-1628.
All ages welcome.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 p.m. 12&12
Study.

THURSDAY

*Good Shepherd Fellowship
Church, 610 Abrams, has ser-
vices 7 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

*Spring Tabernacle Church,
1209 Wright, has free food for
area needy, 10 a.m. to noon.

*Big Spring Scnior Citizens
Center art classed, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m., 55 and older.

*Al-Anon, 8 to 9 p.m., Scenic
Mountain Medical Center small
cafeteria.

NA meeting, 8 p.m., St.
Mary'’s Episcopal Church.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, noon
to 1 p.m. open meeting, 615
Settles. 8 to 9 p.m. closed meet-
ing at Scenic Mountain Medical
Center cafeteria.

«Masonic Lodge No. 598, 7:30
p.-m., 219 Main.

«Alzheimer’s Association sup-
port group, 7 p.m., Comanche
Trail Nursing Center.

FRIDAY

«Spring City Senior Citizens
country/western dance, 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. Music by CW & Co.
Area seniors invited.

+Good Shepherd Fellowship
Church, 610 Abrams, 7 p.m.
Bible study

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon to 1 p.m. open
meeting and 8 to 9 pm. Big
Book Study

+Signal Mountain Quilting
Guild, 9am. to 5 p.m., St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church. Call
267-1037 or 267-7281. Bring a
hanch

SATURDAY

«Candlelight NA meeting, 10
to 1130 p.m., St. Mary's
Episcopal Church, 1001 Goliad.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, open meetings at noon,
2pm and 10 p.m.

Howard County Scottish Rite
Club, 730 am., Masonic Lodge,
213t and Lancaster. Breakfast
served (34). All Scottish Rite
Masons welcome

*Alzheimer’s Support Group,
10 am Carriage Inn
Retirement Center, 501 W. 17th.

*Open bxrthday night, cov-
ered dish at 7 pm. and birth-
day meeting at 8 p.m., 615

Settles. This is to celebrate AA
sobriety yearly birthdays.
SUNDAY

*Good Shepherd Fellowship
Church, 610 Abrams, has ser-
vices at 2 p.m. Everyone is wel
come to attend

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, 11 am. closed meeting
and 7 p.m. open meeting.

Monday-Friday 9 AM-8 PM
Saturday 9 AM-5 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

MEDICAL CARE PLAZA
264-6860 1300 GREGG

BlG

"SPRING

ROUND THE TOWN

THE BIG SPRING
EVENING Lions Club will hold
its Annual Eyeglass Recycling
during the month of March.

Eyeglass collection boxes will
be set up at all Big Spring phar-
macies, the Lions Club Bingo
building, local banks and sever-
al other Big Spring businesses.

The used eyeglasses are
cleaned, prescription of lens
are read and the glasses are
placed into the inventory at the
Midland Eyeglass Recycling
Center, a project of Lions
International.

For additional information
about the clinic or donating
eyeglasses call The Lions Club
at 267-3068 or Bob Noyes at 267-
6095.

MARKETS

March cotton 64.49 cents, up 59
points; April crude 15.78, down
46 points; Cash hogs steady at
35; cash steers steady at $1
lower at 61; April lean hog
futures 51.20, down 100 points;
April live cattle futures 64.80,
down 12 points.

courtesy: Delta Corporation.

Noon quotes provided by Edward D. Jones

& Co.

Index 8380.81

Volume 179,621,600

ATT 62% +%
Amoco 82% - 2%
Atlantic Richfield 73%- 1%
Atmos Energy 28% -
Calenergy Inc. 25% +
Chevron 765 + 2'%
Cifra 17% to 18
Coca Cola 68" -4
Compaq Computer 34% +h
Cornell Correc. 20% -h
De Beers 20% -"h
Diagnostic Health 11% +%
DuPont 59% -%
Excel Comm. 17% -he
Exxon 62% - 2%
Fina 63% nc
Halliburton 43% - 1%
IBM 102% +%s
Intel Corp 93 + 1%
Medical Alliance 3% +
Mobil 70 - 2
Norwest 39% nc
NUV 9% s

Phillips Petroleum 46 - 1%

Palex Inc. 13 -%
Pepsi Cola 35% e
Parallell Petroleum 6% -%
Rural/Metro 33% -4
Sears 54% -%
Southwestern Bell 75% - 1
Sun 40% %
Texaco 54% + 1%
Texas Instruments 58% -7«
Texas Utils. Co 40% %
Unocal Corp 35% - 1%
Wal-Mart 45% +%
Amcap 16.74-17.76
Euro Pacific 27.58-29.26
I.C.A. 29.68-31.49
New Perspective  20.70-21.96
Prime Rate 8.50%
Gold 292.40- 292.90
Silver 6.35- 6.39

IRS worker
trying to
save old
cemeteries

HOUSTON (AP) — A 53 year-
old Internal Revenue Service
employee has made it her per-
sonal mission to save thou-
sands of old Texas cemeteries
threatened by time, vandalism
and the bulldozer.

Every year, at least eight to
10 Texas cemeteries are
destroyed by developers.
Dozens are vandalized; hun-
dreds more are quietly being
swallowed by thickets of weeds.

“Every cemetery in Texas is

ALLAN’S
FURNITURE

100 Miles Free Delivery
202 Scurry PH. 267-6278
Big Spring, Texas

)
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SFRING
$8393LOANSSS86S
$100 00 o $446 00
CALL OR COML BY
Security Finance
204 S Qollad
2674591
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dying,”” Karen Thompson of
Austin told the Houston
Chronicle for a story in
Sunday’s editions. ‘“They're
dying of natural causes — age
and neglegt — and they’'re
mm‘ m l!

Thompson founded the 250-
member Save Texas
Cemeteries. For four years, she
has led the fight to save those
graveyards.

Sometimes, she has worked
through the night rounding up
sheriffs or judges to stop sur-
reptitious destruction. Now,
her efforts appear to be paying
off as more Texans become
aware that, as Thompson put it,
‘‘cemeteries are a vital part of
the whole cycle of life.”

Thousands of cemeteries are
so overgrown they are unrecog-
nizable. In them, delicately
hand-carved markers of lime-
stone, sandstone or marble
steadily weather away. They
are vulnerable, too, to foraging
cattle or to vandals.

Thompson’s files contain
such stories as those of the
West Texas school district that
cleared a cemetery to build a
football stadium, graves bull-
dozed in Luckenbach to widen
a road, the nighttime destruc-
tion of a Round Rock cemetery
so that houses could be built
there.

One threatened cemetery is
Rogers Hill, a few miles east of
downtown Austin and consist-
ing of a small fenced enclosure
with graves of relatives of
Republic of Texas Vice
President Edward Burleson.
Outside the Burleson plots are
dozens of black graves scat-
tered through an overgrown,
wooded area.

Massive grave markers have
fallen and are sinking into the
ground.

“It’s linpossible to identify
where all the graves are,”
Thompson said.

RECORDS

Sunday's high 71
Sunday’s low 37
Average high 63
Average low 33
Record high 88 in 1996
Record low 14 in 1953
Precip. Sunday 0.00
Month to date 0.33
Month's normal 0.46
Year to date 1.84
Normal for the year 1.09

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the follow-
ing activity between 2 p.m.
Saturday and 8 a.m. Monday:

+rANDREW AQUILAR, 29,
was arrested for public intoxi-
cation.

-GILBERT MONTANEZ, 41,
was arrested for public intoxi-
cation.

EMMETT HARTMAN, 43
was arrested for public intoxi-
cation.

«SCOTTY BRYANT, 21, was
arrested on a local warrant.

*DONNA RIDER, 27, was
arrested for disorderly conduct.

*CARLA NIX, 33, was arrest-
ed for public intoxication.

*NATHAN DANNALLEY, 18,
was arrested for possession
under two ounces.

*KASEY BROWN, 18, was
arrested for possession under
two ounces.

*CAROLYN HALE, 30, was
arrested for public intoxication.

*MARY BACOT, 37, was
arrested for public intoxication.

*MICHAEL VALENCIA, 20,
was arrested for possession of
marijuana under two ounces.

*‘RAYMOND GOMEZ, 17,
was arrested for possession of
marijuana over four ounces
and under five pounds.

*CRIMINAL MISCHIEF in
the 1100 block of Gregg; and the
1900 block of Wasson.

*BURGLARY OF A HABI-
TATION in the 1000 block of N.
Main.

*THEFT in the 400 block of
Birdwell; and the 1100 block of
N. Lamesa.

‘BURGLARY OF A VEHI-
CLE in the 600 block of
Ridgelea.

*DISTURBANCE/FIGHT in
the 2000 block of Johnson.

*DOMESTIC DISTUR-
BANCE in the 700 block of
Creighton.

FIREIEMS

Following is a summary of

Big Spring Fire
Department/EMS reports:
Friday

4:51 a.m. — 1600 block

Phillips, medical call, service
refused.

12:01 p.m. — 3200 block
Parkway, medical call, patient
transferred to Scenic Mountain
Medical Center.

3:06 p.m. — 1600 block
Owens, medical call, patient
transferred to SMMC.

3:13 p.m. — 800 block W.
Marcy, medical call, patient
transferred to SMMC.

Saturday

3:27 a.m. — 2000 block
Virginia, medical call, patient
transferred to SMMC.

12:22 p.m. — 10th and Gregg,
traffic accident, patient trans-

ferred to SMMC; service
refused.
12:33 p.m. — 700 block

Creighton, automobile fire,
extinguished by responding
units.

2:19 p.m. — 6100 block Walter
Road, medical call, patient
transferred to VA Medical
Center.

Sunday

5:40 a.m. — 1300 block
Ridgeroad, medical call, patient
transferred to SMMC.

10:04 a.m. — 4th and Owens,
traffic accident, two patients
transferred to SMMC.

1:15 a.m. — 1000 block W. I-
20, traffic accident, service
refused by one patient.

3:34 p.m. — 900 block Goliad,
trauma call, patient transferred
to SMMC.

6:26 p.m. — 6th and Gregg,
traffic accident, one patient
transferred to SMMC, service
refused by one.

PUNCH #77

PRIMARY
March 10, 1998

EARLY VOTING
Feb. 23, 1998

* GENERAL ELECTION »
NOV. 3, 1998
DEMOCRATIC POLLING SITES.

Pracinct 203 - Gohad
Precinct 202 - Washington
Precinct 205 - Kentwood
Precinct 207 - Coahoma
Precinct 208 - Forsan

County Commissioner

Pd Pol Adv by R Shaw Rt 1 Box 674 Big Spring, TX 79720

VOTE FOR

RN STSSER  ( CEeSeewampe

oosevelt

* SHAW

D e s S
Democrat
For

* Precinct 2 &

Big Spring Specialty Clinic

)1

ODESSA REGIONAL HOSPITAL

Tuesday, Feb 24th

Tuesday, Feb. 24th

Will Start

616 So. Gregg St.

Randy Pat Russell,
MA, CCC-A Audiologist
Dr Bueno/Pediatrician

Prenatal Class

March 16, 1998

* Big Spring, Texas

The following Doctor
will be in our
office this week.
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Asinan winls written agre

BAGm)AD Iraq (AP) — In J"muor
step” taward ending the crisis with
Iraq and forestalling a U.S. military
strike, U.N. Secretary-Gerferal Kofi
Annan won a written agreement from
Iraq to give weapons inspectors unlim-
ited access to Saddam Hussein’s presi-

dential palaces.

Annan‘withheld details of the accord
until he could return and present it to
the U.N. Security Council on Tuesday.
The United States, proceeding with its
military buildup, withheld judgment
on the success of Annan’s emergency

mission.

“I am hopeful and perhaps even cton-
fident that this agreement will take us
Annan said. “I did
not come here with ultimatums.”
‘th\l we doing today is a major

e U.N. chief said. “It is a good
agreement and I am hopeful the coun-

beyond the crisis,”

step,

cil will accept it.”

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq
Aziz, who signed the agreement for his
government, said Iraq’s commitment
resulted from Annan’s diplomacy
not from the threat of a U.S. strike.

wise, balanced
world diplomacy
that enabled us to reach this agree-

“It was diplomacy
United Nations

ment. Notisaber rattling,” Aziz said,
referring %o the -nearly 25,000 U.S.
troops in the Persian Gulf. ‘‘This is an
agreement of reason.”

Asked by Cable News Network if the
agreement covers only the eight presi-
dential sites that are at the core of the
dispute, Annan replied that the accord
is “much broader than that.”

He confirmed that the agreement
addressed the U.N. inspectors’ right to
unlimited access to suspected weapons
sites. Iraq earlier had offered to allow
inspectors into presidential sites for
two months.

The United States had vigorously
opposed such a limit, and agreement
on that point reportedly was clinched
only when Annan met Saddam for

GENERAL NEws
ent from Ira

mlmm members of the Security
eil.— the United States, Brijtain,

China, Russia and France — during
his -day negotiations here. Asked
about! U.S. Secretary of State

Madeleine Albright’s reaction, Annan
said “she did have some questions,
which I addressed, and I think we will
be talking further when I get back to
New York.”

Annan was leaving Baghdad today
for Paris and on to New York.

An endorsement by the Security
Council would save Iraq from a pun-
ishing U.S. air attack,
Washington from strong international
opposition to such a strike. It would
also be a triumph for Annan.

Annan’s deal-making meeting with

‘Saddam is
agreement

a man
k|||¢" |

ed, Annan said ‘“‘that will be deter
mined by the completion of the work” France
of the weapons inspectors and the critical of 1
International Atomic Energy Agency the
‘White

,accord was
House

S l'u'.h:

three hours Sunday.

ment,”” Annan said.

would be lifted.

sonable period,” he said.

“I can say categorically, there are no
time limits or deadlines in the agree-

He also expressed hope that troubles.
with Iraq could be resolved quickly
and that economic sanctions imposed
on Iraq for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait

“We will try to do our work in a rea-

Annan said he consulted with all five

Saddam took place at the Republican
Palace, one of eight presidential sites
that Iraq had declared off-limits to U.N.
weapons inspectors.

The inspectors are trying to deter-
mine if Iraq has complied with U.N.

orders,

FBI continues search in anthrax case

LLAS VEGAS (AP) — With the
key evidence turning out to be
an innocuous vaccine rather
than a lethal biological weapon,
authorities must sort out what
to do with two men who in just
days went from suspected ter-
rorists to bumbling scientists.

Federal prosecutors’ decision
could be revealed as early as
today at a detention hearing for
Larry Wayne Harris. Harris and
William Leavitt Jr. were arrest-
ed last week and charged with
felony ‘counts of possessing a
biological agent for use as a
weapon.

Those charges now could be
reduced or thrown out altogeth-
er.

[.eavitt was released from jail
on his own recognizance
Saturday, when FBI tests found
the material seized from the
men was a safe anthrax vaccine
rather than a military-grade
capable of slaughtering a city

Harris, put on probation after
a 1995 conviction for carrying
anoether biological agent, bubon-
ic plaguebacteria, remained
jailed inidowntown Las Vegas.

B agemits continued to iNves-
tigate, and on Sunday they
removed boxloads of materials

from Leavitt’s home in the
farming community of
Logandale, about 50 miles

northeast of L.as Vegas.

It was not known what was
taken. FBI agents at the scene
declined to comment. FBI offi-
cials said over the. weekend
only that their investigation
was ongoing.

Leavitt's attorney,
Mills, called the search
ing expedition.”

“I think thvy'xe embarrassed,
and I think they're looking for
anything they can find to bring
charges against Bill Leavitt,”
Mills said.

In Maryland,

Lamond
“a fish-

meanwhile, a
government lab was testing
material seized from Harris'
Ohio home to determine if it is
a dangerous and illegal
biological agent, federal sources
have said.
The arrests
Harris on
Henderson,

of Leavitt and
Wednesday in
Nev., just outside
l.Las Vegas, triggered a nation-
wide scare about biological
weapons. The fears .were only
heightened by U.S. officials’
weighing of a military strike
against Iraq for refusing to let
United Nations investigators

look for some of the very same
kind of weapons.

Leavitt’'s attorneys contend he
was planning to use the materi-
al to test an unorthodox disease-
killing machine he was consid-
ering buying for $2 million from
a man who later tipped off the
FBI.

That informant, Ronald
Rockwell, has said he turned in
Leavitt and Harris last week
when Leavitt claimed to possess
the deadly anthrax bacteria,
which could kill thousands of
people. Leavitt's attorneys said
Rockwell is a con artist who
double-crossed the two men
when the deal to buy the
machine turned sour.

Leavitt has a fire safety sup-
ply company in Las Vegas and
has also been involved in non-
mainstream research seeking
cures for AIDS and MS.

Leavitt's friends said they
were relieved that he was
released from jail.

“I just knew that whatever it
was, he wasn’t doing what they

said hé was doing,’ said Jeff
Huynak who rents a small one-
story house from Leaviff “‘He"s
a good, honest citizen and
works hard.”

27 dead as tornadoess rip Florida

ORLANDO, Fla
Nino-driven sterms spawned
tornadoes today that ripped
through central Florida, killing
at least 27 people, destroying

(AP) 1

hundreds of structures and
lodging cars into trees.
“We've had' so many touch-

downs we can't keep track of
them,” said Angela Braden,
spokeswoman for the Seminole
County sheriff's office. “Some
people slept right through it
They woke up and their house
was gone."

The tornadoes were reported
from Daytona Beach on the
Atlantic Coast to the Tampa
Bay area on the Gulf Coast. The
storms had moved up into
Georgia by mid-morning, clos-
ing schools and driving some
people from their homes

Walt Disney World reported
no damage, but one person died
in the city of Kissimmee, south-
east of the theme park. Orlando,
which includes tourist spots
like Sea World and Universal
Studios Florida, was spared the
worst of the storm.

Ileven people were Kkilled in
Seminole County, Braden said.
Much of the county's damage
from the Kl Nino-powered

/\~1 l;“>

Scenic Mountai;ﬂ
Medical Center

1601 w. 11th Place

storms late Sunday and early
today was near the Sanford air-
port just northeast of Orlando.

Roofs lifted from homes lit-
tered fields. Pink insulation and
shiny sheet metal from mobile
homes hung high in trees like
giant confetti. A red pickup
truck lodged in a tree.

“We just hid in the bathtub
until it was over,” said John
Burch, whose house lost its
roof.

At least 14 people died and 200
structures were damaged in
Osceola County to the south-
cast, said Jeter Walker, emer-
gency management spokesman.

“Big, big tornadoes did this,"”
Walker said.

One of the tornadoes shredded
the Ponderosa Park camp-
ground behind Osceola County
stadium, spring home of
Houston Astros. Seven people
were killed.

Another six were killed in the
Buenaventura Lakes area. All
that remained of an 86,000-

square-foot shopping center in
that area was exposed concrete
and twisted metal.

“It's just a facade. Everything
behind it was torn up,” said
Stephen LaFreniere, manager of
the 27-store strip mall.

In Volusia County, a man was
killed when his trailer home
was destroyed, sheriff's investi-
gator Derrick Clark said. His
girlfriend heard the roar of the
approaching storm and ran next
door for safety, but he refused
to go. The trailer was demol-
ished in the three minutes she
was gone.

Clark said two other people
swere unaccounted for early
today near Lake Harney, just
northeast of Orlando. Officials
also had rescued a boater whose
craft apparently capsized.

“We're looking at a wide path
of destruction along (U.S.))
Highway 92 here,” Clark said.

One person also died at a
retirement community n
Orange County.

Persian Gulf War,
range missiles and weapons of mass
destruction. That condition must be
met before economic sanctions can be for a
lifted. Baghdad says it has destroyed

UAW rejects (

]x’\fli ',I..('

des

X P * J . : %

q for' unlimited access
the proscribed weapons A
Asked when the sanctions will be lift

who only makes an
pressure,” Foreign

Secretary- Robin Cook said
and Russi:

1, which have been
v toward Iraq, said

vindication for diplo-

In Washington, macy
spokesman Mike McCurry said prelim Paris “constantly defended the idea
inary accounts had been received from of a diploma olution,” the French
Baghdad, but he refused to assess Foreign Ministry said
them. “We've got a lot of serious ques Russian President Boris Yeltsin
tions. It's a very serious matter at a cexpressed satisfact with the accord,
serious time, and we want to get somi wing Moscow had supported a diplo-
questions answered,” he said matic solut)on “from the very begin-
and save The crisis over weapons inspection: g
has brought the Persian Gulf to the ment  Security
brink of war. The United States has hina. also wel-
sent a naval armada and 25,000 trooj comed tl deal oreign Ministry
to the region to mount air strike pokesiman 13iu » was quoted as
Iraq. saying China hoped the accord would
Pro-Iraq protests have erupted acros: drive away the - haze™ and provide
the Arab world Jordan had to send a basis for a “tundamental settlement
out tanks Sunday in one desert city | of thi ap flon issue.”
contain them  and sent Israclis scun \nied | concern and
rying for gas masks and diplomat \ ( I h le world would
issued at the end of the 1991 preparing to leave. Israel decide rather t diplomacy
to destroy all long- Sunday to distribute antibiot cd that the .
tect against a biological attack ( k. nonconven
Britain, America’s strongest hacks clhiminated,”
military strike, credited  (he wh b top adviser to
accord to pressure applicd « I It letanvahu

pite

support of union le ml( rship

PEORIA, I1l. (AP) The
United Auto Workers rank-and-
file rejected both their leader

“The whole pn
good enough i

to accept,” saud Pill Whea

ship’s advice and a contract union worke I bheen
offer from Caterpillar Inc., fired “The wae oneti (
ensuring their 61/2-year labor was something thi Il )
battle will continue accepted in 91 bo

The Local 974 union hall Caterpillar officials <and the
exploded in applause when it would not commeont
was announced Sunday that received official
the company offer was rejected  from the union
58 percent to 42 percent. “We'll keep mioy i

UAW leaders had recom- Jim Clhingan, preoadent
mended approval, saying the 974 1n Peoria o\ el
proposal was better than the wavs to put | ‘
one rejected in December 1995 company., to brine them hacl

But union members didn't to the baren '
like it any better, ensuring the membership ol v spol
world’s leading maker of earth Many UAW mbers  woer
moving equipment still would opposced to provi
not have a contract with the required the unior
UAW since the last one expired  “amnestyv™ o membe

Sept. 30, 1991
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Computer Learmng CD-ROM

FREE.

Video on CD that plays
right on your computer!

Don't spend a dime on books. seminars, clisses
and other expensive no-name lessons unl
you've tried one of our amazing computer

training CD-ROMs FREE! WIn 7 Because

It’s FAST!

You lbe up and 1
in an hour' Don’t waste tme sifting through manuial
('()llllllllllll}{ to classes or seminars Just I ntl
CD-ROM and you're learning!
's EASY »
lt S ! Ies as simple as 123

Video Professor's straight forward - What You See s
What-You-Do™ approach makes learmmg as casy s
watching TV!

It’s CONVENIENT!

We're ready to teach vou day and mght! With vour busy

schedule, you don't have time to waste at classes o
seminars. Don't fumble through bormg manuals
Whatever vour schedule, we're ready when vou are!

iIt’s COMPLETE! ..

aren't short teaser lessons. Each 60 minute lesson
takes you from installing the software to mor

advanced skills. And they're not just for beginners!
We'll surprise vou with the knowledge vou'll gam!

AS SEEN ON TV!
OVER 2 MILLION SOLD!

$3995 |
VALUE! |

iy

1ts So Easy. You (

l'sin§ our exceptional
“What-You-See-Is-
What-You-Do"
learning method,
you'll complete
each lesson in
step-hy-step
fashion.

A complete video
lesson on CD-ROM

that plays on your
computer screen!

Best |
of All, |
It’s
FREE!

Choose One FREE
From Our 9 Most
Popular Titles

| hased

Why Are We
Making This
Incredible Offer?
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Hon I(Hll"()[)
com

O
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an’t Help
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Vote For A Man Who Has Proven Leadership
And Will Continue The Revitalization

N x5 263-1211 Of The Functions And Properties Of Howard County
Best Home Care
1710 Marcy Drive  Big Spring, Texas 79720
A
%\‘\\\ed ANd€
- \,\ea““
g™
Best Home Care can be reached 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
(915) 263-3851 (800) 750-3851

Windows™ 95
The Internet « DOS
Word * WordPerfect
Excel * Lotus 1-2-3

Now on Video & Video on CD-ROMI Works  Quicken |

(plays nght on

Call Now! Supplies Are Limited! Operators are Standlng By'

1-800-720-7550 ext.258

fline is busy, please call 1-800-720-7531 Visit ou

Buslnesm uwmml Call 1 ~800 323 8990, ext. 147

for Retail or L‘orporam orum
¥ o Due to the overwhelmmg demand please o Iy

No obigaon 10 purchase — You only pay 4 non - shindabie $4 35 shippng a0 ha g e comenment . t M
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It’s time to learn
Internet safety

t was a story we had all read before ... a young
person had “met” someone over the Internet,
become intrigued with them and had gone for a
meeting

In this case, the ending wasn't as tragic as it could
have been, for the voungster was rescued after being
held agaist his will 1in a Toronto motel room for a
couple of day s

Other than having terrified his parents, as well as
having been terrified himself, there was no apparent
harm done to the youngster.

That 1s not always the case. More times than not,
woe've read about a youngster being brutalized . even
Killed

It's not alwavs the youngsters that are the victims,
however

The Internet offers the opportunity to “meet” people
and to get to know them or as well as you can get
to Know someone over a computer terminal.

Problems begin to occur when one 1 both of
| the parties involved aren't truthful with one another.
Or, even worse, when someone goes on-line with the
purposeful itent of not being truthful and trying to
get close to someone for illicit purposes.

There s another side to Internet dangers as well ...
that of placing personal information on-line.

Alwavs, always, always be wary of putting too much
mftormation out on yourself.

st as vou would when someone calls and asks for
vour Social Security number or a drivers license num-
her or a bank account or credit card number be
Wary

It vou didn't initiate the contact, withhold the infor-
mation

There s an excellent on-line source that offers tips
for protecting yourself while taking advantage of the
many uses of the Internet cnet.com

You may access this source on-line or vou can
choose to watch the weekly program C-NET Central

on the USA Network on cable or with your satellite
dish

\dditionally, yvour Internet Service Provider (ISP)
should also be more than happy to offer you tips on

how to protect yourselt as we learn more and more
about this medium that changes more and more every

41.;\

tion betweer

Fo ir EnDrror:

1 person’s private

d ke to oo hfe and public Life.” We cer
uperintendent and those tainly agr his conclusion
i ked on the AORRALE that “If the Unted States does
the funds givern by 1! survive, 1t will be because of a
f thsti i moral and religious revival, not

(o I'm thankf that because of politics ”

I ( ( We hope that vou will contin
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d semor cla
To THE EDITOR:

I'm a parent that has kids at
Washington Elementary School
and concerned about the safety
of the kids. There 1s a4 school
zone of 20 mph and some people
2o zooming through that street
STDs now at 30, 40 and even 50 mph
otr school Fither hecause they're late for
Lovise PAvLGER  work or because they don't

Big Spring care. Please, for the safety of
our kids, drive slow or get up
carlier to avoild a big accident

ard that of
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vant to thank yvou for The crossing guard has gotten
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right on We

ippreciated and
dwith the article entitled
ite. Public Clhinton the

ne Man,” Monday, Febh 9 It

hing to hear someone

pder them treet and putting up his sign
so cars can slow down. I have a
big respect for him for doing a
great job I have a big concern
for him and our kids so please
Jow down for their safety
ARLIE KNIGHT
Big Spring
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We're back to thinking about tomorrow

By MARSHA MERCER

Media General News Service

WASHINGTON + So, we're
back to thinking about tomor-
row.

Six years ago, candidate Bill
Clinton won support for his
first presidential bid with the
theme song, ""Don’t Stop
Thinking About Tomorrow.”

The song clicked because

people were eager to imagine a

stronger economy and a
brighter future.

President Clinton used the
same idea in 1996, when he
promised to help prepare
Americans for rosier tomor-
rows via his well trodden
"Bridge to the 21st Century.”

Now, Clinton is using a vari
ation on the theme to rally
backing for air strikes against
Saddam. So far, this new take
on tomorrow is a harder sell.

He's asking people to imagine
the worst, rather than the best.

As the president and his for
eign policy team work to
explain why military force
against Iraqg may be necessary,
they're asking people to imag
ine what will happen if the
United States doesn’t act.

What's lacking this time
around is the kind of heart-
rending, good vs. evil story
line George Bush brought the
American people in January
1991

At the time of the Gulf War,

Saddam was unambiguously an
aggressor, having invaded
Kuwait five months earlier.
Pictures showed brutality
blamed on Saddam.

Bush assembled a global
coalition of 28 nations, includ-
ing some in the Arab world, to
oust Saddam from Kuwait.
Getting rid of his weapons of
mass destruction was almost
an after-thought, part of the
cease-fire that ended the war.

From the beginning, Bush
demonized Saddam. The presi-
dent intentionally mispro-
nounced Saddam’s name to
telegraph his disdain.

Here's how Bush described
the enemy in an Oval Office
address on Jan. 16, 1991, two
hours after the air war started:
"Saddam Hussein systematical-
ly raped, pillaged and plun-
dered a tiny nation, no threat
to his own. He subjected the
people of Kuwait to unspeak-
able atrocities, and among
those maimed and murdered,
innocent children.”

The contrast with Clinton’s
dry, cerebral approach couldn’t
be more striking. When
Clinton stood before military
leaders and staff at the
Pentagon last week to make his
case for force, he studiously
avoided emotional language.
The harshest Clinton got was
describing Iraq as a "'rogue
state.”

Clinton said he was reminded
of the first lady’s preservation

project to save the Star
Spangled Banner and other
American treasures.

"Remembering the past and
imagining the future” is her
theme and ""That's not a bad
slogan for us when we deal
with more sober, more diffi-
cult, more dangerous matters,"
the president said.

"Remembering the past and
imagining the future” sounds
more like the theme of a high
school prom than a rationale
for war.

But Clinton wants Americans
and the world to see that
Saddam's failure to live up to
his promise to dismantle his
arsenal and the prospect that
he’ll use chemical and biologi-
cal weapons again pose such a
threat as to demand an
extreme response from the
United States.

"Let’s imagine the future,”
Clinton said. What if Saddam
stubbornly refuses to allow the
inspectors in and the United
States fails to act or ""we take
some ambiguous third route
which gives him yet more
opportunities’ to build
weapons?

Clinton answered his owri
question. Saddam will conclude
the world community has lost
its will, and he will rebuild his
arsenal.

"And some day, some way, |
guarantee you, he’ll use the
arsenal,” Clinton told the
Pentagon audience. "And |

Taxpavers smoked in tobacco deal

lLost 1n the circus-like atmos
phere of the Texas tobacco set

tlement in recent davs is a sim
ple, stark. shocking tact Texas
taxpavers
are about
to be the
victim of ‘
some shck
legal ‘ - "~
maneuvel
ing hy five
plaimtiffs
dttorney
who with
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Morales, are about to walk off
Into the sunset with $2 3 billion
of Texans' money

For those of you whose calcu
lators do not have room for
that many zeros, that comes
out to about $105,022 per hour
of work, assuming five attor
neys worked eight hours a day,
seven days a week for 18
months

So who was protecting the
taxpavers’' rights against this
1l-advised arrangement to pay
such an outrageous amount in
legal fees” Not our attorney
general On the same day he
was calling reports of $2.:3 bl
lion "laughable,” Attorney
General Morales was privately
trying to surrender all rights to
modify, reduce or even verify

the multi-bilhon legal fee
claims of his hand picked team
of trial lawyers. He even sup
ported the attorneys' request
for $2 3 billion without bother
g to review their time
records

All of this 1s occurring, mind
vou, despite the fact that the
Office of the Attorney General
already employs more than 600
lawvers and has an annual
budget of about $270 million
Still, he felt compelled - with
out secking legislative approval

to hire outside lawyers on a
contingency basis. And now he
wants to award a couple of bil
lon dollars more of your
money to his handpicked
friends

Texans have also been told
that the tobacco companies, not
the State of Texas, will pay the
legal fees. In fact, 1t 1s the
State of Texas that guarantees
the legal fees. For instance, if
the arbitration panel awards
the outside lawyers "only”™ $300
million, the State of Texas will
be required to pay the remain
ing $2 billion

Because of these concerns,
Gov George W. Bush and a bi
partisan group of state law
makers, including me, have
sought to intervene by asking
the federal court to remand the
case to the Texas Supreme
Court to revisit the issue of
outside legal fees Our plead
ings clearly ask the court to

sever the issue of legal fees
from the main settlement, so as
not to jeopardize the $15.3 bil
lhon award to be paid to the
state by the tobacco companies

Our concerns are straightfor
ward. We are simply asking
the court to compel Attorney
General Morales to protect the
state's interest and follow the
law. Under the law, the attor
ney general cannot bind the
state to pay anyone $2.3 billion
without a legislative appropria
tion vote. There has been no
such vote

Under the law, lawyers can
not collect more than a reason
able fee, based on actual court
review of the lawyers' actual
time records. there has been no
such review

The plaintiff's attorneys
argue that "a deal is a deal”
and that they should therefore
be awarded a fee of $2.3 billion.
But that is not the law. The
law is this: lawyers cannot bilk
taxpayers by charging more
than a reasonable fee. Period

Texas taxpayers are about to
be skewered to the tune of $2.3
billion - enough money to pay
the yearly salary of 7,500 Texas
school teachers or police offi
cers for the next 10 years
There is still time to do some
thing about it

(Former Big Spring resident
Troy Fraser represents Celtral
Texas in the Texas Senate.)

think every one of you who
has really worked on this for
any length of time believes
that, too.”

In that speech, Clinton went
no further_in his vision of the
future.

The next"day, the administra-
tion was stunned when the sec-
retaries of state and gefense
and the president’s top national
security adviser were jeered by
angry citizens at an "interna-
tional town hall"” meeting in
Ohio.

That emotional event demon-
strated that people will need
more than slogans or vague
scenarios of disaster. They
want a compelling reason to
put their young men and
women in harm'’s way. .

The president says the pur-
pose of force would be "'to seri-
ously diminish the threat
posed by Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction program. We
want to seriously reduce his
capacity to threaten his neigh-
bors.”

Clinton later said he has no

~Timetable for military action

and that he believes time is on
his side. He still has time to
marshal support for air strikes.

But it may take more than
hazy visions about what might
happen someday to persuade
peace-loving Americans to put
their sons and daughters on
the line.
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