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Burn victim Bolton dies
in a Lubbock hospital

Big Spring fire victim Scott Bolton, 27, died ina
Lubbock hospital at 6:13 p.m. Thursday.

The 27-year-old Winnfield, La., welder, who
was doing pipline contract work here, received
second and third degree burns over 60 percent of
his body in an explosion at his trailer home in Big
Spring RV Park Monday. :

The explosion is believed to have been caused
by leaking propone. Bolton had unhooked his
refrigerator and reportedly plugged a propane
gas line but the line " as found unplugged.

Bolton’s 23-year-old wife Kay and their
17-month-old daughter were at University
Medical Center where he was being treated and
:t:g; sedated. He was to undergo skin transplants

y.

Paint-In set for Saturday

The Cultural Affairs Committee of the Big Spr-
ing Area Chamber of Commerce will host a
Celebrity Paint-In Saturday at the West Texas
Center for the Arts, 125 E. 3rd St., from 1-4 p.m.

The celebrities will be Big Spring business peo-
ple who have had no prior experience in painting.
The public is invited to come and enjoy the enter-
tainment and browse through the center.

Demo rally Saturday

A Democratic Patriotic Rally will be Saturday
at 5 p.m. at Big Spring Downtown Railroad
Plaza, South Main and First streets.

David McCoy, district attorney in Childress,
will be the speaker. There also will be live enter-
tainment including a band, solo musicians and
singer. Food will also be provided.

The public is invited to attend the free rally.

Assistance is requested

The Big Spring Herald is requesting ‘the
assistance of club, civie organizations and chur-
ches in order to update our listing for the upcom-
ing Community Guide.

The Community Guide is a 32-pag? special sec-
tion listing recreational facilities, services
available and numbers to contact.

If changes or additions need to be made from
last year’s listing please contact Martha E.
Flores at 263-7331.

¥ Nation -

@ Loose cannon expected: President Bush and
Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton come to the debate
stage with mixed reviews for past performarces.
Ross Perot comes as a loose cannon. See page
3A.

@ World =———

@A key may be found: Australian in-
vestigators say they have identified six patients
with the same strain of AIDS virus who have re-

-mained free of symptoms for up to a decade, a
finding which may provide clues for developing a
vaccine. See page 3A.

Blife! =——r——

® Turning a building into a church: Inonly two
weeks, a group of local Christians made an emp-
ty building their church. On the heels of another
congregation’s disbanding, Temple of Praise
was born. See page 1B. '

® Sports

e Explanation given: Now everyone knows
why the Toronto Blue Jays wanted David Cone so
much this season, and why everybody else will
want him even more next year. See page 5A.

Tonight, clear. Low in the upper 40s. Southwest
wind 1020 mph shifting to the north after
midnight.

Saturday, sunny and cooler. High in the upper
70s. Northeast to east wind 10-20 mph.

See extended forecast page 8A.
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Bond tax increase explained

Polling places open at 7 a.m. for Saturday bond election

Staff Writer

If the flood-control and street paving
bond issues on Saturday’s ballot are
passed, the required increase in pro-
perty taxes will cost an average 8.2
cents per home per day.

RELATED STORIES — 4A, 8A

That’s no problem, some say. Others
say it’s just another burden that keeps
adding up.

City officials estimate the $1.4
million for flood control along Beals
Creek would require a property tax in-
crease of 5 cents per $100 of taxable
valuation and the $1.1 million for street
paving would require a 4-cent hike to
pay off bonds in 17 to 18 years.

A 9 cent tax rate increase on an
average Big Spring home of $33,300,
according to the 1990 U.S. Census,
would amount to $29.97 a year or 8.2
cents per day. But tax exemptions —
including homestead, over 65 and
veterans — can exclude about half the
valuation of an average home from ci-
ty taxation.

School board
approves two
committees

By CONNIE SWINNEY
Statf Writer

“What your getting for it, it would be
fine,” said Gail Earls, a former city
council member who would see an an-
nual tax increase of about $12 a year on
her $20,260 home, after homestead and
veterans exemptions exclude $7,000
from taxation. ‘““You can get rid of the
cokes and the cookies,”” she said.

““The 10 cents is not the total picture.
It’s all these other nitpicking things,”
said Jack Watkins, also a former city
councilman who could see a tax in-
crease of about $100 a year for 11 pro-
perties he owns in the city that were
valued at $110,000 in 1991. Watkins got
$13,000 of valuation exempted for a
homestead with over 65 status on his
home.

Watkins pointed out the total proper-
ty tax rate for city residents, including
city, schools and county, already in-
creased 12 cents this year, from $2.54
in 1991 to $2.66. The 1992-93 city tax rate
of 66.09 cents is lower than last year’s
but property valuation increases in ef-
fect raised city taxes by 3 percent.

On top of that, Watkins said, city
water and sewer rates were increased
beginning this month. The base water
rate increased 17 cents, to $1.80 per

Bond tax increase effect

If both bond issues on Saturday’s ballot are passed, the required property
tax rate hike — a total estimate of 9 cents — to pay off the debt in 17 or 18
years would affect taxable property valuations as shown in this chart.

@ On 10,000 it’s $9 per year or 2.5 cents per day
® On 15,000 it’s $13.5 or 3.7 cents per day

® On 20,000 it’s $18 or 4.9 cents per day

® On 25,000 it’s $22.50 per year or 6.2 cents per day
® On 30,000 it’s $27 or 7.4 cents per day

® On 35,000 it’s $31.50 or 8.6 cents per day

@ On 40,000 it’s $36 per year or 9.9 cents per day
® On 50,000 it’s $45 or 12.3 cents per day

® On 60,000 it’s $54 or 14.8 cents per day

® On 70,000 it’s $63 per year of 17.3 cents per day
® Omn 80,000 it's $72 or 19.8 cents per day

® On 90,000 it’s $81 or 22.2 cents per day

® On 100,000 it’s $90 or 24.7 cents per day

replacement and repairs. The sewer
rate increased $3.25, to $10.75 per
month, to fund upgrades of the water
plant to meet state and federal
mandates.

Watkins said he supports the street-
paving bonds but opposes the flood-
control project because it will not con-
trol floods in the 25-year and 100-year
flood plains and water could bottleneck
east of Benton Street and defeat ef-

forts, he said.

Proponents dispute the water bot-
tleneck argument, saying Beals Creek
is sufficiently wide and deep enough
after Benton. Also, they say, controll-
ing of floods up to magnitudes that oc-
cur an average of once every 10 years
would reduce the impact of larger
floods.

““I just think we need to progress and
that’s one way of doing it,”” Earls said.

1,000 gallons, to pay for water pipe

Big Spring Independent School Disfrict trustees ap-
proved transferring additional funds to the health in-
suranee -account -as—well asapproving Textbook
Selection and Career Ladder Advisory Committees

at its Thursday meeting.

Due to large medical claims during the summer,
$100,000 from reserves was requested by the business
superintendent to fund additional coverages.

“These funds will be returned when there is suffi-
cient reserve built up in the health insurance account

" according to Assistant Superintendent for

Buéinoss Ron Plumlee.

Health insurance officials for the district projected
additional savings this year due to approval of a par-
tially self-funded health insurance plan.

Among the two committees trustees approved, the
Committee generated
discussion regarding the possibility of this being its

Career Ladder Advisory

last year.

The partially state-funded process uses teacher ap-
praisals to determine eligibility for bonuses. The
state education commissioner also proposed to
legislators on Thursday eliminating the process
because it causes competitiveness as well as places
the burden on districts to provide most of the funds.

The members of the Career Ladder Advisory Com-
Larry Hollar;
Virginia Martin;

mittee are Glynna Mouton;
Tarleton; Royce Cox;
Faulkner and Murray Murphy.

Trustees also approved the Textbook Selection
Committee made up of educators who will analyze
textbooks to be used starting the 1993-94 school year.

“Our Textbook Committee works real hard to
study and become thoroughly familiar with these
areas,”” said Superintendent Bill McQueary. The
areas of study include English, chemistry and

history.
Trustees also approved:

e Final budget amendments for Chapter 1 and
Chapter 2 programs assisting students in education
weakness areas such as testing and academics.

Discussion among trustees included homecoming
activities; enrollment figures which are down about
100 students and attending a Texas Association of
School Boards Forum in Midland next week.

By CONNIE SWINNEY
Staff Writer

A Salvation Army van collided
with a cable company truck
Thursday at the intersection of
W. 10th and Gregg streets
resulting in an injury.

Joseph Oglethorpe, 23, was
treated and released from Scenic

Bill
Rita

Henry Adams of Ace Wrecking sweeps the road
after a two-vehicle collision at the infersection
of 10th and Gregg streets Thursday morning.

One injured in Gregg Street collision

Mountain Medical Center.

Oglethorpe was driving the
TCA Cable Co. small-sized
pickup truck travelling south up
Gregg when Albert Villafuerte,
31, travelling north, attempted to
make a left turn-at W.-16th.

“I thought I had the right-of-
way,”’ said Villafuerte, a Salva-
tion Army lieutenant.

Officer Charles Calvert said,

One person was taken to the hosSpital, where he
was freated and released.

Herald phote by Tim Appel

‘“Based on witness statements,
the gentlemen (Villafuerte) did
fail to yield the right-of-way.”

Oglethorpe was given a cita-
tion for not wearing a seat belt
and Villafuerte was cited for fail-
ing to yield the right-of-way.

Traffic was slowed and
detoured for about 30 minutes at
the site of the collision which oc-
curred about 10:30 a.m.

Editor’s Note: In recognition of
Hispanic Heritage Month, the Big
Spring Herald will publish daily ar-
ticles on Hispanics and Hispanic
culture.

By GARY SHANKS
Staff Writer

Nearly basketball time
makes a sign which will be used to decorate the
coliseum as preparation are underway for the
upcoming 1992-93 basketball season. The col-
iseum will also sport a new wooden floor and

Nowadays, due to his position,
Frank Martinez restricts his active
campaigning for political change,
but he has fought to bring about the
political awareness of many in Big
Spring’s Hispanic community.

Martinez is
the chief pro-
bation officer
at the 118th
District Com-
munity Super-
vision and Cor-
rections

t.

Departmen
He brings Wt an
extensive of redirec-
ting, assisting

Martinez’s office was one of the
first in the state to use this less ex-
pensive alternative sentencing,
McDonough said. “Frank set a
good example for the rest of the
state. . . The people in Big Spring
and Howard County are just very
fortunate to have him.”

Those probationers sent to Star
House have an 85-percent recovery
rate, giving them a second chance,
which is what probation is all
about, McDonough said.

A Big Spring native, Martinez
graduated from the Metropolitan
State College of Denver after serv-
ing in the U.S. Army in the early
1960s. With a degree in sociology
and minors in political science and
Meso-American history, Martinez
saw a need to get members of the
Hispanic community involved in
politics and the problems facing
the community, he said.

Recognizing that Hispanics
would y be the majority in
many a , Martinez in Denver
and, after moving back to Big Spr-

Martinez helps salvage lives

A =4 3

Hispanic
Heritage
Month

ding employment and training.
‘‘We were responsible for
establishing a link between the
(retrained) youths and
employers,” he said.

Big Spring City Council member
Pat DeAnda credits her success to
Martinez’'s teaching, she said.
““He’s a good advisor and a good
leader. He's strong but not
radical.”

After returning to Big Spring,
Martinez worked for the Texas
Employment Commission, and
was one of three people in the state
working as migrant and seasonal
farm worker representatives.

With his 17-county catchment
area, Martinez was responsible for
seeing that child-labor laws were
observed and that those transpor-

® Please see LIVES, Page 8A
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Speaking

[ Charlie Wilson, Democratic incumbent in Texas’ 2nd Congres-
ional District, meets supporters on the town green Thursday in
Wilson is running against Donna Peterson, who is posing a

Jasper
| strong challenge to Wilson.

Associated Press photo

State Regulators check
into Southwestern Bell

The A\,»OCIAYED PRESS

AUSTIN St m regulators say

2w have launched an investiga-
n into allegations of unfair

iness tactics by Southwestern
ell Telephone Co
Competitors of - Southwestern
ell have accused the company of
ing discriminatory marketing
installing voice
age services in the Houston
Public Utility Commis
aid Thursday
ithwestern Bell is providing
ubsidiary in the voice mail
arket. Bell Messaging Services
inc . with services it does not pro
le to other, similar firms, accor
allegations
Bell denied the accusations
'he competing miu- mail firms
told the PUC that their customers
xperiencing problems due to

practices 1n

rea. the

ing to the

vere e

Bell software configurations.

The service problems started
about one week before Bell
Messaging Services started
marketing its own voice mail ser-
vice, the PUC stated

“Further, the firms alleged that
Bell marketing representatives
then began attempting to solicit
those firms’ clients,”” according to
the PUC

The competing companies also
allege that Southwestern Bell is
forcing them to pay a monthly fee
for certain activation services
while charging its subsidiary a one-
time fee

Southwestern Bell spokesman
Bob Digneo denied the allegations

“We do not discriminate between
companies and charge one a dif-
ferent price than anyone else,’’ he
said

Africanized bees are
now 1n Trav1s County

The ASSOC!ATED PRESS

AUSTIN |l<l\|\ County has
heen added to-a quarantine restrie-
ting the movement of beekeeping
after officials confirm-
Africanized

operations
d’ the presence of
killer'' bees

\ farmer encountered the bees,
wvhich are descended from an
African strain, last week near Gar
sutheast of Austin. As he was
shredding weeds, James Foradory
aid. he noticed a small swarm in a
side his well
them up in the tree and
neighbor, who 1s a

field

tree t.,.
[ saw
called my

' El Rey Restaurant

When Ordering Our Mexican
Dinner, Second Mexican
hmnm Ordered is V2 Price!

g

" o=
- Hours <=

Mon AThurs. 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 7 a.m. to 3 a.m.
Sun. 7a.m. to 3 p.m.

1009 East Hwy. 350

(Snyder Hwy.)

Big Spring 267-9135
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beekeeper,”  Foradory —said. ‘I
thought if he wanted more bees, he
was welcome to get them.”

Bill Hines came over with his
protective beekeeper’s suit. But
the bees swarmed him when he
tried to remove them

‘““He found out they were the
wrong ones. They attacked him,”
Foradory said Wednesday. ‘‘We
had no idea they were ‘killer’ bees.
Had it not been for the suit he was
wearing, he would have been in
trouble.”

Foradofly then called the Austin-
Travis County health department.
Department officials destroyed the
swarm, which weighed less than a
pound, and sent samples to the
Texas Apiary Inspection Service at
Texas A&M University.

The Senate approves a project to
reduce the salt in Lake Meredith

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A project to
reduce salt pollution at Lake
Meredith, the drinking water
source for nearly a million Texans,
now goes before President Bush.

It’s unclear, however, whether
Bush will sign the water reclama-
tion legislation. Several advisers,
including Interior Secrétary
Manuel Lujan, have urged him to
veto it.

The Senate on Thursday approv-
ed a measure to reduce the salt
pollution.

In one of the final actions of the
102nd Congress, the Senate passed
an omnibus water reclamation bill
that included the Panhandle lake
project pushed by Sen. Lloyd Bent-
sen since 1988.

“I am pleased Congress has now

completed action on it,” said Bent-
sen, D-Texas.

Unless the situation is remedied,
the naturally occurring salt in
Lake Meredith could eventually
render its water useless for human
consumption.

Eleven cities depend on Lake
Meredith for drinking water: Lub-
bock, Amarillo, Plainview, Pam-
pa, Borger, Levelland, Lamesa,
Brownfield, Slaton, Tahoka and
O’Donnell.

Studies show that 70 percent of
salt entering the lake originates in
a shallow brine aquifer in New
Mexico. The aquifer is under arte-
sian pressure and is leaking into
the Canadian River, which feeds
Lake Meredith.

Salt levels already exceed En-
vironmental Protection Agency
and state health standards, said

John Williams, general manager of
the Canadian River Municipal
Water Authority.

The legislation authorizes the
Bureau of Reclamation to pay for
design preparation and construc-
tion management, which is an
estimated to be one-third of the
total $9 million project.

The state and water authority
will pay the remaining two-thirds,
for construction, -operation—and
maintenance of the facility to be
built near Logan, N.M,.
downstream from the Ute Dam.

The project involves drilling
wells into the brine artesian
aquifer and pumping out water to
relieve the pressure and keep the
aquifer’s briny water from flowing
into the river.

Brine removed from the aquifer
will be pumped into deep injection

wells.

Construction of the facility would
take about a year, Williams said. It
would take a year or two to see
decline in the salt content of the
lake’s water, he said.

“It really depends how much it
rains,” he said. ‘‘We already have
Lake Meredith full of salty water.
There is some salt that is in the
sandy material in thc river bed.
We’ll need to flush all of that out by
receiving some inflow from storms
and dilute the water now in Lake
Meredith before we really begin to
see ithprovement.”

While the purpose of the project
is to benefit Texas, New Mexico
also will gain, Williams said.
“There will be some benefit to New
Mexico by virtue of improvement
of the water quality in the river,”
he said.

Woman wins dlscrlmlnatlon suit

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — A jury has award-
ed an Austin woman $357,000 in
damages for being fired
because she was pregnant.

Sherry Aaron’s damages stem
from a sex discrimination suit
against the property manage-
ment company she worked for
in 1989.

She filed suit in 1990, and after
a three-day trial this week
before state District Judge Pete
Lowry, the jury returned its ver-
dict Thursday.

Ms. Aaron had been manager

of the Woodscape Apartments in

Northwest Hills for several
years when a new company,
CentreFirst Management Corp.
of Dallas, took over manage-
ment of the complex in
September 1989.

Ms. Aaron continued as
manager, but she was fired by
her Austin supervisor less than
three months later, after she
became pregnant.

“I am very pleased, very ex-
cited and relieved that it is final-
ly. over,”” Ms. Aaron. ‘I hope
that a lot of people learn
something from this, and that
nobody ever will have to be
treated as I was."”’
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City Bits
MINIMUM CHARGE $5.10
DEADLINE CB ADS:

DAILY — 3 p.m. day prior to publication
SUNDAY — 3 p.m. Friday

NEED EXTRA CASH? CALL
DEBBIE at CITY FINANCE for
information. 263-4962.

GIANT YARD SALE —ITIIE
BIG SPRING ELKS LODGE
(BPOE #1386) will host a GIANT
YARD SALE on Saturday, Oc-
tober 10 from 8 am to 5 pm. We
will move indoors if it rains.
Household goods, Restaurant
supplies, books, lots of
miscellaneous, hot dogs and
cokes will be for sale. The Elks
* Lodge is located on East FM 700

next to the Golden Corral
restaurant. All proceeds will
benefit the Texas Elks
Children’s Diagnostic Center
located in Gonzales, Texas,
which provides services to all
children with handicaps and
helps them to achieve their full
potential and enables them to
live satisfying and productive
lives.

AT YOUR SERVICE... Check
out the Service Directory for
local services -and businesses.
Call Debra or Rose at 263-7331.

Wondering what’s going on in
Big Spring? Call 267-2727. A ser-
vice of the Convention & Vistors
Bureau, Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce.
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3 Locations In Big Spring

----------1

WE WELCOME
BOB’'S PHARMACY
AND
NEAL'S PHARMACY
CUSTOMERS

53 OFF

COUPON ON FIRST
TRANSFER PRESCRIPTION

Coupon Expires 12/31/92

h-------

Leonard’s Rx Pharmacy
curry
263-7344

Mon-Sat 8
Sm&HolndaysQAMl?&4-7PM

Professional Pharmacy
10th & Main

267-2546

Mon-Sat 8:30 AM-6:30 PM

Clinic Pharmacy
1501 W. 11th Place

267-1611

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-6 PM
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The Most Comfortable

Seat In The House
WITH A VERY COMFORTABLE PRICE!

ELROD'S FURNITURE
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RECLINERS

STARTING AT

You're worth the best!
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Symptom-free
HIV patients
might be key

Debate could bring
a loose cannon, but
no icemen expected

” E
would to solution
. The ASSOCIATED PRESS The ASSOCIATED PRESS ST PEIpEAES chnes Jadum A
aker III came out early the next
: LONDON — Australian in- WASHINGTON — President morning to say Bush misspoke and
uch it vestigators say they have iden- Bush and Arkansas Gov. Bill Clin- didn’t really think such women
y have tified six patients with the same ton come to the debate stage with should be prosecuted.
water. strain of AIDS virus who have re- mixed reviews for past perfor- Bush’s greatest debate success
in the mained free of symptoms for up to mances. Ross Perot comes as a came from a blunder by his oppo
r bed. a decade, a finding which may pro- loose cannon. nent: Dukakis’ flat response in the
out by vide clues for developing a “Wouldn’t it be nice to be the second 1988 debate to a
itorms vaccine. iceman so you never make a hypothetical question on whether
| Lake The findings, published in the mistake?”” Bush asked during his he would support the death penalty
egin to Oct. 10 issue of The Lancet, a first 1988 debate with Democrat for someone who would rape and
. British Medical Journal, also lend Michael Dukakis in a backhanded Kill his wife, Kitty.
roject credence to speculation that some tribute to Dukakis’ presumed “No, I don’t,” Dukakis replied
exico forms of HIV, the virus that causes superior debating skills. without emotion.
said. AIDS, may be less dangerous than But history shows mistakes Dukakis was done in my his own
to New others. abound in such a pressure-cooker ‘‘iceman’ image. Bush, by con
'ement The researchers spotted five peo- environment. And sometimes the trast, looked less mechanical,
river, ple with got the virus from the best that can be hoped for is just to more human.
same blood donor between 1982 and get through unscathed. Clinton underwent his trial by
1984. As of June, these recipients Some mannerisms of the debate fire last winter and spring,
and the doner have no symptoms of ' debaters facing off Sunday night when he engaged in more than a
- acquired immune deficiency _ _ . Associated Press photo  for the first of three debates are dozen debates and mini-debates in
will syndrome. People watch as smoke and fire billow from a Tex- Angeles last Thursday night. 16 people suffered well-known. the rough-and-tumble primary
Iks ' A sixth recnpyent, who suffered aco oil refinery in the Wilmington section of Los mostly minor injuries from flying debris. Bush can wave his arms too season. .
i from a second immune disorder, much and can seem strident and in- He was battered with questions
s has since died of AIDS. aptlculate, Clinton can drone on on hls playmg golf at an all-white
| aAli “This is the first report in the e lner ex OSlon ln]ures with long-winded, multipart Club in Little Rock, his draft status
and world of a single common HIV-1 in- answers, and can seem irritable during the Vietnam War and asser-
full fected donor and a group of ] and evasive. tions he had an affair with former
s to trans(usion recipients who have all The ASSOCIATED PRESS who were worried about toxic tijons spokesman. 4 Perot, although he hasn’t had lounge singer Gennifer F.‘lowe.rs.
tive remained symptom-free,”’ said - fumes called on nearby residentsto  Most of the injuries were minor, any recent debate experience, can  In an hourlong debate in Chicago
Brett Tyndail, an investigator at LOS ANGELES — A powerful ex- evacuate, said police Sgt. Dan said Carolyn Cohen, a sometimes appear thin-skinned in March, Jerry Brown accused
the National Center in HIV plosion at an oil refinery rocked a Pugel. About 600 people spent the spokeswoman for St. Mary Medical and prickly when confronted with Clinton of involvement in a ‘“‘scan-
" Epidemiology and Clinical Wide area of south Los Angeles, in- night in shelters. Center. Fourteen of 16 people in- questions he doesn't like at forums. dal of major proportions’ and said
for Research at the University of New , Juring 16 people, chasing at least Firefighters didn’t use water or jyred were treated at hospitals, she  such as news conference. the Arkansas governor was fun-
Yooy South Wales in Sydney, Australia. 600 residents from their homes and foam on the blaze because the gajid. . Bush and Clinton have had their nglllpg state tax dollar’s to his
31 “Certainly, if you have a virus leaving a fire burning early today. presence of ammonia, methanol  One worker, Lyndal Mize, who share of uncomfortable moments, Wwife’s law firm.
) the host recognizes as the AIDS  The blast Thursday night occur- and chlorine posed a toxic and ex- escaped with minor injuries, said as well as a few political triumphs, Clinton exploded that Brown's
b in virus but doesn't cause disease, redina6-by-10foottank that mixes plosive threat. Plant officials shut the blast pitched him through the in past debates. charge was a ‘“lying accusation”
ey you are many steps forward in ©0il with hydrocarbons to makg off reservoirs feeding hydrogen to air Debate experts said Bush came and suggested his Democratic
Yors making a vaccine,” he said in a gasoline, but th? cause wasn't the complex, hoping tt‘le flre‘would ““I was literally catapulted — it across as shrill and patronizing in rival was not worthy to appear on
e telephone interview. known, Deputy Fire Chief Davis burn itself out, fire Capt. George blew me about 12 feet,” he said. ‘I his 1984 vice presidential debate the same stage as his wife, Hillary.
' A vaccine is a weakened culture Parsons said. Bauman said. tumbled in midair, did kind of a with Democrat Geraldine Ferraro; Clinton turned the tables on
of a disease-causing agent givento  The blast shattered windows on Firefighters doused nearby half-somersault shoulder roll I although some of the same Brownina debate inBuffalo, N.Y.,
e cars, homes and businesses two tanks with water as a precaution.  remembered ‘from my football analysts said she did, too. the following week when he accus-

-

an individual to build up protective
antibodies.

James Curran, director of HIV
and AIDS programs at the U.S
Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta, commented in a telephone
interview that “it’s an interesting
and important study that needs fur-
ther follow-up and a better
understanding of what's going on,
but it's a long way to finding a
vaccine.”

Although a vaccine would not be
made from this strain of HIV,
research on the strain could give
geneétic clues about why it -is
weaker than others.
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miles from the Texaco refinery in
suburban Wilmington, 20 miles
south of .downtown. The explosion
was felt 15 miles away.

“‘There was just a huge blast that
shook the whole house and broke
some of the windows,” said Noel
Peacock, who lives a quarter-mile
from the company’s 350-mile com-
plex. ““A huge ball of flame went
wly Wpin the sky, and the heat
from it was tremendous.”

A Tight haze and putrid smell of
‘Wydrogen sulfide hung in the air,
but company officials said no toxic
gases were released. Authorities

Fire Battalion Chief Rick War-
ford said the blast apparently
knocked out an automatic shut-
down system and firefighters had
to manually shut valves feeding
fuel to the blaze.

Russ Kaurloto, who lives about
five miles away, said flames reach-
ed more than 100 feet into the air
soon after the explosion.

“There was a rumblin
house just shook," he said.

All of about 50 workers who were
in the plant when the explosion oc-
curred at 9:45 p.m. were accounted
for, said Bill Sahy, a Texaco opera-

and the

days and came up running.”

Tin, corrugated metal and glass
were scattered around the plant
early today. The explosion damag-

ed several shops and ‘and office

building in the complex.

Exit and entrance ramps to itwo
highways in the area were tem-
porary closed and the Coast Guard
sent out crews to make sure no oil
wa$'spillinglinté a harbor nearby.

Réndy Jewett, supervisorof Tex-

aco's environmental department,
said the plant'would.close for a few
days. The plant refines oil and
gasoline from crude.

" PARKING LOT SALE! .
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In a 1980 presidential debate in
Nashua, N.H., Bush was clearly
outfoxed by Ronald Reagan, whose
“I paid for this microphone’ line
became more memorable than
anything either candidate said on
the issues.

In his first debate with Dukakis
in 1988, Bush made a narrow
escape after suggesting women
seeking abortions — as.well as the
physi¥ians who” perform them -
should“be held eriminally hable
under anti-abortion laws.

Sensing that the comment would
backfire if it.wasn’'t retracted,
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Savings So Big They Have Burst Out
Of Our Store Into The Parking Lot!

ed Brown's law firm of taking
$178,000 in taxpayer dollars for lob-
bying against California’s con-
tribution limits. That prompted
Brown to angrily jump up and grab
the microphone and demand more
time.

And Clinton didn’t reserve his
harsh words for Brown, once ac-
cusing former Massachusetts Sen.
Paul Tsongas of wanting to pound
the middle class ‘‘into the dirt.”

Bush, down between 9 points and
15 points in most national polls,
desperately needs to recoup lost
ground.
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I may not agree with what you say, but I will
defend to the death your right to say it.”

Voltaire

B SPRING

= Herald

Opinions expressed In this column are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

D.D. Turner
News Editor

Patrick J. Morgan
Publisher

John H. Walker
Managing Editor

Vote ‘YES’

Tomorrow, Big Spring voters go to the polls to decide
the fate of two important bond issues.

One bond issue addresses the long-standing problem
of flooding on Beals Creek.

Under this proposal, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers would begin a channelization project just
east of One Mile Lake. The channel would be concrete,
but would be covered with sod.

The project would also clean up the area along the
creek — in turn, eliminating many of the problems that
residents in the Jones Valley and Banks Addition areas
have worked on so hard this summer.

By eliminating the existing problem of highspots in
the current creek channel, the flood control project
would allow water to flow all the way to the Owens
Street area, where formal project work would stop.
The elimination of high spots also eliminates the pro-
blem of backed-up and stagnant water. In eliminating
this problem, the potential health hazard of mosquito
breeding grounds are also eliminated. The general
cleaning of the entire area also eliminates the problems
of snakes and skunks and other wildlife that have
plagued residents in neighborhoods that are remotely
close to the creek.

We also close an open wound that runs down the mid-
dle of our community.

Instead of the trash and weeds and stagnant water, it
would be clean and landscaped. As shown in the plan,
there would be walking trails and bicycle trails and
trees planted.

In approving the Beals Creek Flood Control Project,
we turn a liability into an asset.

The other bond issue addresses street repairs in our
city.

This bond issue was first approved 12 years ago, but
the bonds were never issued.

Again, this is a problem that needs attention. And it is
a problem that will continue to worsen unless we ad-
dress it now.

Opponents of the propesals simply say, ‘‘We just don’t
need to do it”’ or ‘‘Let’s buy them out and move them."

Well, we do need to approve both projects. We do
need to address both problems because both problems
continue to be more and more of a liability to our com-
munity — just like the head-in-the-sand attitude of ‘‘Buy
‘'em out,”’

The “‘buy 'em out’’ folks would be willing to spend
nearly $1 million on that effort — which would still
leave us with the flooding and the eyesore — but don’t
won't to spend additional money it would take to ad-
dress the problem.

The investment this community is being asked to
make to address these two problems is a maximum of
$2.5 million — $1.4 million for the flood control project
and $1.1 million for street repairs.

The $1.4 million for flood control represents the max-
imum amount of bonds the city would be required to
issue. Because of contingency funds and estimated land
costs that might not be expended, the amount could be
less. '

On the Beals Creek project, the federal government
will spend $3.2 million on the project alone. That doesn’t
count the money spent in the community by those Corps
members or contractors while they work here . . .
money spent on rent, food, clothing, movies, gasoline.

It is estimated by city officials that passage of both
bond issues will raise property taxes 9 cents per $100
valuation. A 9 cent tax increase on a property valued at
$100,000 is only $7.50 per month or 25 cents per day. A
chart on the front page of today’s newspaper gives
several examples of what the increase would mean.

The bottom line to the entire issue is whether or not
members of this community are willing to make the
commitment to address the problems of the past.

If we don’t, they won’t go away.

If we:don’t, their effect on our community will only
worsen.

We ask you to look at our community and ask if you
are satisfied with where we are . . . with the status quo.

If the legacy of Beals Creek flooding and bad streets
is one you are willing to leave behind for your children
to address, then vote against the proposals. ,

If you feel like we do . . . that it’s time to address
these problems . . . that it's time to join the residents of
Jones Valley and the Banks Addition in cleaning up our
town . . . that’s it time to take our community into the
future, then you will join us in voting for both
proposals.

We reco
you go to

mend that you vote for both proposals when
polls Saturday.

>
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OPINION

Chickens, peyote, & Tom Jefferson

WASHINGTON — Well, said the
city of Hialeah, Fla., these people
might not take proper care of the
chickens. They might not
slaughter them humanely. They
might leave entrails of goats on
public streets. Besides, the used
car lot wasn’t zoned for use as a
slaughterhouse.

On these civic grounds,
Hialeah’s city council in 1987
adopted four ordinances intended
to prevent the Church of the
Lukumi Babalu Aye from follow-
ing its traditional practices in
Hialeah.

Do the several ordinances
violate the Constitution? We will
find out after the Supreme Court
hears argument on Nov. 4. The
case has aroused great interest at
the high court. It ties into a move-
ment on Capitol Hill to tell the
court a thing or two about inter-
preting the First Amendment. All
in all, a lovely knockdown argu-
ment lies ahead.

Let me go back a bit. On April
17, 1990, the Supreme Court decid-
ed the case of Alfred L. Smith. He
was fired from his job because he
ingested peyote, a variety of cac-
tus, at a sacramental ceremony of
the Native American Church.
Oregon’s Employment Commis-
sion denied his claim for
unemployment compensation
because ingesting peyote, for
whatever reason, is a crime under

L
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When chiﬁhood

He found the pirate’s treasure
between the litter barrel and the
beached catamaran, beneath the
sign that says ‘‘No Glass Bottles
or Livestock on the Beach,” ex-
actly where the ancient map led
him.

You should have seen the look
on his 4-year-old face when the
spade hit a wooden box full of
guilders, pesetas and francs, with
a few seashells and an old hoop
earring thrown in for effect.

Coltish legs danced in the wet
sand, and he held the box above
his blond curls and whooped.

I didn’t feel guilty, then. I was
enjoying myself too much.

It wasn't until later, when he
questioned me about the authen-
ticity of the map — ‘‘But why did

a pirate leave a map in your attic,

Aunt Rheta?’’ — that I began to
wonder if the pirate treasure ruse
was a good idea.

I'm not the first adult to suffer
pangs after perpetuating fanciful
fraud on an innocent child. All of
us old-timers struggle with the
ethics of mythical Easter Bun-
nies, Tooth Fairies and painless
dentistry.

And the tired Santa Claus
debate has raged for decades.

Con: Are we really doing
children a favor by encouraging
them to count on a bearded, all-
knowing saint bearing gifts and
traveling in a sleigh pulled by fly-
ing reindeer? What happens to
our credibility when they spy the
elastic on the beard?

Pro: Lighten up, for heaven’s
sake, he’ll only have one

This date

s 4
-

James J.
Kilpatrick

Oregon law. The Oregon Supreme
Court reversed the agency'’s deci-
sion and ordered the claim paid.

The U.S. Supreme Court revers-
ed that. Speaking through Justice
Antonin Scalia, five members of
the high court agreed that the
states may enact their own laws
on such intoxicants as peyote. If
the laws interfere with the free
exercise of religion, too bad. The
state’s intention is not to burden
religion but to keep stoned
citizens off the streets. Under
these circumstances it is not
necessary for a state to show a
‘“‘compelling interest’’ in enforcing
its criminal laws.

The Smith opinion outraged a
number of church groups and led
to a hearing last month on a bill
to overrule the Supreme Court’s
decision. Sponsored by Sens. Ed-
ward Kennedy, D-Mass., and Or-
rin Hatch, R-Utah, the bill
(S.2929) is called the ‘“‘Religious
Freedom Restoration Act of
1992.”

A dozen witnesses turned out for

——

Rheta
Grimsley
Johnson

childhood. Haven't you ever read
“Yes, Virginia . .. 7"

Maybe Santa gets special
dispensation because most adults
really do believe in him, too.

But perhaps I was taking things
too far by extending the booty of
childhood to include pirate’s gold.
Maybe I should have stopped my
lie at a whiter shade, like stuffing
a note in a bottle or strewing star-
fish from the souvenir store in his
path.

What about the next time he
asks if Ewoks are real, and I
answer, ‘‘Oh, no, they’re just
make-believe creatures in a
make-believe movie.”?

Won't I have to add, ‘“They’re
not real like that box of pirate’s
treasure you found on a Mississip-
pi beach last fall.”

There's a chance the children
are putting all of us on, sparing us
the embarrassment of failure at
our anemic attempts to use dry-
rotting imaginations again.

““Write it in the newspaper
about me finding the treasure,”
Ben demanded before scampering
away to dig in other spots that
looked pirate-friendly.

a highly emotional hearing. Ken-
nedy termed the Smith opinion
‘“an unwarranted attack on
freedom of religion.”” A
spokesman for the Baptist and
Jewish Joint Committee said
Smith had ‘‘wreaked havoc on
religious liberty.”” The American
Civil Liberties Union called the
opinion a ‘‘devastating blow.”’ The
National Association of
Evangelicals called the opinion
‘“dreadful.” A law professor said
the court had ruled, in effect,
‘““that every American has a right
to believe in his religion, but no
right to practice it.”’

The Kennedy-Hatch bill came
along too late for consideration in
this Congress, but it will be back
next year. Meanwhile, to get back
to Hialeah and the Church of the
Lukumi Babalu Aye:

The church may be relatively
new to Florida, but according to
the record it has been around for
the past 4,000 years. It is known
as Yoba or Yoruba, but most
often as Santeria. It came to the
Caribbean with slavery in the 17th
century, and came to Florida with
Cuban refugees.

Santerians have no formal
hierarchy. The church operates
mostly out of private homes. It is
not clear how priests get to be
priests. Counsel for the church
say that Santeria has 50,000 to
60,000 adherents in south Florida

It might have been my guilty
conscience, but he seemed to be
gauging my reaction. Four-year-
olds may be the only people left
who believe that if you read it in
the newspaper, it must always be
the truth. He seemed to be daring

" me to treat a tourist’s foreign cur-

rency as pirate’s gold in print. To
growl a Ben Bradlee-like, ‘“We
stand by our story.”

This is an election year when
television anchors and pundits use
tand reuse) the words
‘“character’’ and ‘‘credibility”’ to
cover everything from a governor
lying with someone not his wife,
to a President lying to Congress.

So here I go, fooling around
with those dangerous ‘‘C’’ words,
telling a child that a hot grill will
burn him and that Pete the Pirate
once spent the night in my attic.

The worst part of this moral
dilemma is watching him on the
beach. The dump truck from Wal-
Mart makes few roads or castles.
The hermit crabs scuttle un-
disturbed along the sand. Oyster
shells and other natural treasures
flop and turn with the tide,
unnoticed.

Ben is busy digging up the
beach, trying to find more pirate
loot, the real kind with Captain
Hook's fingerprints, the kind that
gets your name in the newspaper.

And what about Aunt Rheta?

Well, she’s headed at warp
speed to the Mardi Gras store to
stock up on glass beads and
aluminum doubloons.

And that’s no lie.

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Friday, Oct, 9, the 283rd day

of 1992. There are 83 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Oct. 9, 1888, the public was first ad-
mitted to the Washington Monument.

On this date:

In 1635, religious dissident Roger
Williams was banished from the
Massachusetts Bay Colony.

In 1701, the Collegiate School of Con:
necticut — later Yale University — was
chartered in New Haven.

In 1776, a group of Spanish mis-
sionaries settled in present-day San
Francisco.

In 1855, Joshua C. Stoddard of
Worcester, Mass., received a patent for

his calliope.

In 1919, the Cincinnati Reds won the
World Series, five games to three,
defeating the Chicago White Sox at Com-
iskey Park. (The victory turned hollow
amid charges that eight members of the
White Sox had thrown the Series in what
became known as the ‘‘Black Sox”’
scandal.)

In 1930, Laura I became the first
woman to fly across the United States as
she completed a journey from

nine-stop

Roosevelt Field, N.Y., to Glendale, Calif.

In 1936, the first generator at Boulder
(later Hoover) Dam began transmitting
electricity to Los Angeles.

In 1946, the Eugene O'Neill drama
“The Ilceman Cometh’’ opened a' the
Martin Beck Theater in New York.

In 1958, Pope Pius XII died, 19 years
after he was elevated to the papacy.

In 1962, 30 years ago, Uganda won
autonomy from British rule.

In 1967, 25 years ago, Latin American
guerrilla leader Che Guevara was ex-
ecuted while attempting to incite revolu-
tion in Bolivia

In 1975, Soviet scientist Andrei
Sakharov was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize. ;

In 1983, President 's controver-
sial interior secretary, James G. Watt,
resigned.

Today's Birthdays: Former U.S. Sen.

Gordon Hurphrey, R-N.H., is 52. Singer -

Jackson Browne is 43. Football player
Mike Singletary is 34.
b 4 :

“‘and may have a hundred million
Santeria believers worldwide.”

Hialeah'’s city council leaped in-
to action five years ago when the
church filed an application to
build on a used car lot. On in-
vestigation, council learned that
Santerians believe in the ritual
slaughter of chickens, pigeons,
ducks, guinea fowl, goats, sheep
and turtles. Worshipers generally
eat the meat after sacrifice.

Representatives of the Lukumi
Babalu Aye sued in U.S. District
Court for an injunction against en-
forcement of the ordinances.
Animal sacrifice, they said, is
essential to the free exercise of
their religion. The city said,
there’s not going to be any
chicken wings on the streets of
Hialeah. The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 11th Circuit agreed
that the ordinances are a valid ex-
ercise of the city’s police power.

We will soon see abaut that. It
seems likely that the same groups
that defended the use of peyote in
Oregon will defend the sacrifice of
pigeons in Florida. Peripheral
questions spring to mind. If a
state may burden the religious
rituals of Native Americans and
Santerians, what about the rituals
of other religions? In the Smith
opinion of 1990, the high court set
loose a flock of legal chickens.
Now they’re coming -home to
roost.

Gary
Shanks

Allergies
killing
my nose

Those of us about to sneeze,
salute you.

Man. I'll be glad when winter
gets here and Kills everything. My
allergies are about to put me in
the grave.

Wednesday, I got an extortion
notice from my sinuses. They said
unless they're cleared up by the
15th, they’re going to explode.

I've never before received a
threatening message from a body
part. It can be quite disturbing.

I can’t think of anything to do it,
either.

So if I happen to be talking to
you on, say, Thursday, and my
face explodes, please try not to
make a scene. I'll be carrying a
clean hanky for whomever might
be in the way.

Actually, forget the fossil
evidence from all across the
world, the best evidence in the
universe to support the notion that
man evolved and was not created
in an instant, has to be allergies.

If one studies the physiological
origins of allergies, it becomes
quite obvious that it's a mistake.
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