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Sponsors are needed for
children’s school needs

More than 150 children have signed up for help
from the Northside Community Center’s
sponsor-a-child program, but the sponsors list is
running short, officials said.

Marianne Brown-Esquilin said more local peo-
ple and groups are needed to sponsor children by
buying school cl6thes and supplies for them.
Average cost of sponsorship is around $100, she
said.

‘“We are in desperate need. We’'re just not get-
ting the response we need,”’ Esquilin said.

Organizations and clubs or businesses can
jointly sponsor children. Some sponsors take the
child shopping but that is not required.

Best of Big Spring named

The July ‘‘Best of Big Spring”’ award is
presented to Vera Stilwell of Taco Villa.

This award is being presented to Stilwell
because of her outgoing personality and will-
ingness to accommodate the customers, stated a
press release from the Big Spring Chamber of
Commerce.

All-class reunion planned

Registration for an all-class reunion of Forsan
students is Saturday at 9 a.m. at the Forsan High
School cafeteria.

All former students are encouraged to attend.

Prime of Your Life today

Twice in a Lifetime: Seniors find love once
again later in life. Local couple finds love based
on long-time friendship.

See Prime of Your Life in today's edition of the
Herald

| Texas

® Booth space denied: A leader of a
Republican pro-choice group says she's outraged
because her organization has been refused space
in the souvenir sales sections of the GOP Na-
tional Convention while an anti-abortion group
has been given a booth. Nancy Sternoff, ex-
ecutive director of the National Republican
Coalition for Choice, said Thursday her group
was refused space to sell its waces at next
month’s convention. See page 2A.

Nation

e Energy bill faces last hurdle: Oil and gas
drillers, mass transit users and buyers of
alternative-fuel cars would get new tax relief
under an energy bill facing its last hurdle. The
Senate approved the tax measures Thursday on
a 93-3 vote, sending the 1,000-page bill to a
compromise-writing conference with sponsors of
a similar package passed by the House in May.
See page 3A.

World

@ Haitians ready to go anytime: A Bush ad-
ministration order may be keeping Haitians at
home for now, but many are prepared to flee
their oppressed and impoverished nation the mo-
ment their chances of reaching the United States
improves. See page 3A.

life! ==
® Celebrating 50 years: Birdwell Lane Baptist
Church, 1512 Birdwell Lane, will celebrate its
50th anniversary Aug. 7-9. After 50 years, the
church is still growing. Members are adding a
7,000-square-foot fellowship and activity center.
Planned to be complete in September or October,
the building will house classrooms, a nursery,
kitchen and a large open activity area. See page
1B.

& Sports =

e Boat races on: If Robert Sanders was the
type to say, “‘I told you so,” he could have worn
out his voice over the past couple of years. See
page 5A.

B Weather =—/————

Tonight, partly cloudy with a 30 percent
chance of thunderstorms. Low in the upper 60s.
Southeast wind 5-15 mph.

See extended forecast on page 8A.
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Local park slated to close

By PATRICK DRISCOLL
Staff Writer ’

The Big Spring State Recreation
Area, located just off FM 700 on Scenic
Mountain, is scheduled to be closed to
all public access Sept. 1 if a local
government entity or private group
does not take over the $75,000-a-year
operation.

The park, acquired in 1934 from
private landowners, is among 11 slated
for closure by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department (TPWD). Opera-
tions at 18 other parks will be reduced
or consolidated. Criteria considered in-
cluded visitation, cost per visitor,
economic impact and the intrinsic
value of sites.

The surprise announcement was
made at 3 p.m. Thursday. There had
been no communications between
TPWD officials and local officials
regarding the possibility of closing the
facility.

The city of Big Spring and Howard
County will probably consider taking
over operations of the 370-acre park on
Scenic Mountain, despite lean budgets
for both entities, officials said. About

RELATED STORY — 8A

$15,000 a year is generated in ticket
receipts from about 75,000 visitors

The cuts will eliminate 44 jobs and
save $1.1 million to offset increasing
operation costs and declining funds,
TPWD officials said. The idea is to
“‘operate fewer parks with high stan-
dards rather than operate more parks
with increasingly mediocre service,”’ a
department spokesperson said.

““The whole system is going down the
tubes,”” said TPWD spokesman Bill
Rutledge.

The closings will be discussed in an
Aug. 26 public hearing in Austin at the
annual meeting of the nine-member
Parks and Wildlife Commission. The
meeting will be at commission head-
quarters at 4200 Smith Schoo] Road

Local leaders are preparing to work
toward stopping the closing here or
look into taking over the operation

I feel like the (city) council serious-
ly will take a look at it,”’ said Mayor
Tim Blackshear. ‘‘Hopefully, we can

® Please see PARK, Page 8A

Local residents upset
with closing of park

By PATRICK DRISCOLL
Staff Writer

The scheduled closing of the state
park in Big Spring next month is disap-
pointing to many, even upsetting

Besides loss of popular jogging and
recreation areas, the city would lose a
tourist attraction and a 370-acre site on
one of the most historical and scenic
spots in the county — Scenic Mountain
— will be off limits to residents.

Local residents do not like it

“That’s crummy. That’s one of the
most beatuful views in Big Spring,”
said a 39-year-old woman who occa-
sionally jogs the approximate three-
mile road that winds around the
mountain.

“I don’t like that idea,”” said Dale
Dupree, who walks the mountain with
his wife and friends. At times there are

“throngs of ;xw)plv" jogging or walking
the moutain

“That’s awful,”” said Leticia Torres,
who brings her family to the park
““The kids like coming up because of all
this,”” she said pointing to nearby
playground equipment.”

“I think it’s devastating,’’ said Linda
Roger, executive vice president of the
Big Spring Area Chamber of Com-
merce. ‘‘So we're going to sit with an
unkept area.”

Besides the jogging area and
playground equipment, features of the
park include: a nature trail that shows
off native animals and plants and a
prairie-dog town; historical Indian
carvings in limestone bluffs; recrea-
tional facilities including picnic tables
and pavilion; an Indian artifact and
fossil display

A car sits in deep water at the intersection of Se-
cond and Owens streets this morning after

reported!y flooding out and floating a short overnight.

Herald photo by Tim Appel

distance before coming torest against a curb. The
area received from nearly three inches of rain

Herald photo by Tim Appel

Albert Torres pushes his daughter noon. Texas Parks and Wildlife ot-
Andrea on the swings on top of Big ficials announced they plan to close
Spring State Park Thursday after

the park as of Sept. 1.

Evacuation ordered
when hazardous
chemical drum found

HERALD STAFF REPORT

Mitchell County Sheriff's Department blocked
State Highway 163 and two county roads as they
evacuated families within a mile and half radius
after a drum believed to contain a hazardous
chemical was found at approximately 6 p.m
Thursday

A resident in the area called the sheriff's office
after sighting the 55-gallon drum on the side of the
highway

“We evacuated three families and spoke to 15
families in the area,’’ said Sheriff Patrick Toombs

He said the drum more than likely fell of a truck
and rolled to the side of the road

“Whoever lost it probably didn’t even know they
had,” he said

The Department of Transportation in Abilene and
the Texas Water Commission District Office in San
Angelo were called out to the spill

The drum is believed to have contained a pesticide,
which is a skinirritant and if inhaled targets internal
organs, such as the liver and kidney. ‘‘Allegedly the
drum contained methyl cyclohexanol, but it will not
be certain until the lab analysis returns,’’ said Brent
Wade from TWC

Toombs said no one sustained any injuries from the
spill

Cool front unloads cargo of rain

By CONNIE SWINNEY
Staff Writer

A cool front moved down from
the Panhandle overnight and drop-
ped more than two inches of rain
this morning on Big Spring with
patches of scattered showers for
most of Howard County, the na-
tional weather service reported.

Meterologist Joe Bayer said he
expected the rain-caryying front to
gradually drift to the southeast by
mid-morning with patches of scat-
tered showers hanging on
throughout the afternoon.

““The showers will be tapering off
tonight, you might have a few more
tomorrow,” he said. ‘It looks like
it will be dry and and warm over

the weekend.”’

Although Bayer said the rain was
normal summer weather, the
Agriculture Research Station
reported the rain added to way
above normal amounts for the
year.

“We’ve had 1.17 inches in the last
24 hours and 22.01 for the year’s
total rain,” said Bill Fryear, the
station’s research leader. Normal
rainfall for the year through July
averages 10 inches.

With the abnormal amount of
total rain for the year, crop
growers face a dilema. ‘“We don’t
know how to act and we don’t get as
much out of it as we. should,”
Fryear said. ‘‘We would have liked
some good rain in March and April,

but it’s come so late that the season
is cut short.”

Farmers replanted twice in June
because the soil became crusted
and more rain washed the soil
away, he said.

Tommy Hart, a local gauge wat
cher on Purdue Street, reported 3
inches this morning and 22.83 in-
ches total for the year. Last year he
measured 14.7 inches for the year
through July.

The Colorado River Municipal
Water District reported no signifi-
cant rainfall for area lakes. Rod
Lewis, CRMWD assistant manager
of operation, said Lake Thomas
showed about an inch and some
morning rain was reported at Lake

One injured in fire;
blaze totals house

HERALD STAFF REPORT

A local man was transported to University
Medical Burn Center in Lubbock early this morning
after receiving burns from an early moring fire in
his home.

Kenneth Matthews, his wife, Kathy and their
three children were awaken shortly before 3 a.m.
today by th » smoke in their home? northeast of the
city. Matth ws escorted the older children out of the
house returning inside to locate his wife and the
third child

® Please see FIRE, Page 8A
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Michael Miller, a rigger at the Republican National Convention,
hangs from a lighting truss in the Houston Astrodome where the con

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

DENTON A fugitive in a
Harris County woman
strangulation death was on his
way back to Houston today after
his capture north of Dalla

Michael Cletis Lowe was cap
tured Thursday by sheniff
deputies near the town of Argyle
in southwest Denton County, of
ficials said

Lowe, 30, was wanted on a
capital murder warrant in the
death of his 41-year-old
girlfriend, Francis Wilham
She was found strangled in her
rural home in northern Harris

County on Jul
Denton

l.Lowe, then re

officers jailed
leased him Thurs
day might to the custody of the
Harris County Sheriff's Depart
ment. He had been on the run for
more than two week
LLowe was found by deputies
leeping in his car about noon at
i truckstop on Interstate 35W,
aid Michael Baker, a Denton
County heriff department
[ml—t' man
lL.Lowe ped off in his car when
the officer woke him Lowe at
tempted to run over one of the
deputies, Baker
Using helicopters and dogs, 35

Texas

said

said

*

area about
Fort Worth

LLowe has since been seen in
Houston, where officials say he
used Ms. Williams’ credit cards.
He also was spotted in San

Jacinto in southeast

Fugitive captured near Argyle

officers found Lowe in a rural
30 miles north of

County

No bail bond has yet been set
in Harris County. But Lowe was
in custody in lieu of $200,000
bond in connection with credit
card abuse, said Olin Green, a
Denton sheriff’s officer.

Two other charges were also
pending against Lowe, Green

P & g

Hemingwa

y, Faulkner — NOT!

Aficionados of the authors copy their style for contest

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS It had all the
elements of Hemingway: alcohol
action and animals. But instead it
was the sincerest form of flattery

imitation

Ken Conklin Bash's “Big Too
Hardened Liver' is faux fiction at
its finest

“We were drinking at the bar in
Harry's when it exploded,” the
script begins

“It was early morning and the
sun was bright and painful and ris
ing on the tall glass towers when
the rocket exploded to announce
the release of the bulls and we all
rushed out to see the big, brave
mature and viciously horny bull
toss the television executives as
they came up the escalators

The Malibu, Calif., devotee of
Hemingway is spotlighted as the
winner of the “‘International Imita
tion Hemingway Competition’ in
the Aug. 1 issue of American
Airlines’ twice-monthly magazine
American Way

Michael Crivello, a 39-year-old
English teacher from Flower
Mound, Texas, gets his sound and
fury as winner of a similar contest
for William Faulkner aficionados

Crivello and Bash competed
against more than 2,000 for the
simulation star spots

The rules were simple: Imitate
the masters’ styles and themes in
fewer than 500 words

Faulkner, who twice won the
Pulitzer Prize for literature, was
skilled in creating characters with
differing reactions to the same per
son or situation. He frequently told
his story through one character’s
thoughts.

Crivello won with “Yugo Down
Moses,”’ in which Edsel Amway
Snopes is the ultimate used car
salesman

His parody takes the reader on
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and on ind on and on for 118
word wefore the first sentence
end ing it in the mid-1980s because the
It begins like this number
Perhaps 1t wasnt that they

vouldnt run, for they would for a
while but poorly and fitfully, and he
that it wasnt that he had
one of them from him, he
who had brought them to town and
parceled off part of his dealership
vith its lights neon and o'erarching
that glowed into the night, the four
old famihar blue letters ‘Ford' now

cended by four foreign letters
moths men insom
to gaze at something not
assembled, by the sons of im
migrants in Flint or Dearborn but
lapwelded tenuously 1n Kragu
sons of Tito to be toted
to American gowns myriad where
myriad too would
You bought a what?!"”’

KNew

bought

the

drawing and

nolent

jevac by the

auto mechanic

coltt

Wendy Goldberg of Palo Alto,
Calhf an English instructor at
Stanford University, was second
Willtam Vlach, a clinical

psychologist in San Francisco, was,
third in the Faulkner competition
The Hemingway contest was the
brainchild of Harry's Bar and
American Grill, which waged its

celebrate 20

William

Hemingway write-alike for more
than a dozen years before cancel-

of entries

(more than
25,000 over the years) had become
too overwhelming
American Way, after learning
Harry’'s Bar planned & revival of
Hemingway contest
years of the
restaurant’s Century City location
in Los Angeles, arranged to co-
sponsor the 1992 competition. The
result was the magazine’s Aug. 1
special edition.
Hemingway also
Pulitzer Prize for literature. His
writing was characterized by sim-
ple sentences, with few adjectives
or adverbs. He wrote crisp, vivid
dialogue with exact descriptions.
Roskey of Columbia,
Md., was second in the Hemingway
contest, and Tom Barrett of Alex-
andria, Va., was third.
Co-sponsor with the magazine in
the Faux Faulkner contest is the
University of Mississippi’s English
department and Center for the
Study of American Culture, along
with Yoknapatawpha Press and its
“Faulkner Newsletter."

won

| we've got EVERYTHING you need
for good ol' Texas eatin”
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# Dine In or Carry Out
# Drive-thru Window
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Birdwell & 4th Street

267-8921
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Associated Press photo

vention will begin Aug. 17. There will be 2,100 Iightind“‘ihstruments in
the dome when the job is completed.

Trooper shot

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

LAREDO — A state trooper is
hospitalized today with gunshot
wounds from a foiled bank robbery-
in which the suspect died.

Hector Rodriguez Jr. was in
guarded but stable condition in the
intensive care unit of Doctor’s
Hospital in Laredo after ex-
ploratory surgery late Thursday,
said R.A. Arredondo, a supervisor.

A 43-year-old man was shot to
death Thursday by bank security
guard Jose Louis Olvera.

Laredo television station KGNS
reported police first identified the
man as Harry Monroe of Arizona,
but then said identification found
on him may be false.

The suspect died,K at Doctor’s
Hospital, officials said.

Authorities were checking a
report that the suspect may have
belonged to the Aryan
Brotherhood,-a white
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. pro-choice group

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON — A leader of a
Republican pro-choice group says
she’s outraged because her
organization has been refused
space in the souvenir sales sections
of the GOP National Convention
while an anti-abortion group has
been given a booth.

Nancy Sternoff, executive direc-
tor of the National Republican
Coalition for Choice, said Thursday
her group was refused space to sell
its wares at next month’s
convention.

Ms. Sternoff said the Texas
Eagle Forum, a Republican anti-
abortion group has been given a
booth and plans to sell ‘‘pro-
family’’ literature.

“I’m stunned and I'm outraged,
but I'm not surprised,” Ms. Ster-
noff said.

Ms. Sternoff said she feels
betrayed by Republican Party
head Rich Bond, who she claims
personally assured her that anti-
abortion groups would not get a
booth if the NRCC didn’t.

Republican officials did not
directly comment on what was pro-
mised to whom, but they did offer
to help the pro-choice groups gain
access into the vending area, to be
located in the Astroarena.

The convention will be held in the
Astrodome. :

‘“We will work with the
(Houston) Host Committee to
resolve this specific concern
because our purpose is not to lock
out any Republican,” convention
spokesman Joe Fleming said. ‘‘“The
whole the thing was a
misunderstanding.”

Tom Boak, contracted by the
Host Committee to coordinate ven-
ding booth sales, said convention
planners wanted to keep the
Astroarena free from ‘‘the ex-
ploitation of issues."

And he said that’s why the NRCC
was refused a booth while Eagle
Forum got one.

“The difference is that Texas
Eagle Forum is coming in the ven-
ding booths with souvenirs that are
non-issue related,” said Boak,

confronting bank robbers

supremacists’
Idaho.

‘‘Money was taken in the robbery
but later recovered,” said Texas
Department of Public Safety
spokesman Mike Cox in Austin.

He said he did not know how
much cash was involved. But the
television station reported that two
stolen bank bags contained $87,000.

“A bank security guard ap-
parently grabbed (the trooper’s)
weapon and shot the would-be bank
robber,” Cox said.

The Union National Bank rob-
bery was reported about 1 p.m. by
a woman who was at a drive-
through window, said bank vice
president John Adams.

He said Delores Quesada flagged
down Rodriguez, who was on duty
and in the drive-through line,
Adams said. Rodriguez, 40, was
shot in the left wrist, left thigh and
left abdomen as he confronted the
fleeing suspect.
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The Texas Rangers, FBI and
Laredo Police Department were
assisting in the investigation. They
said the bank is about a quarter-
mile from a Wednesday shooting in
which three people died at an
intersection.

Police on Thursday issued an ar-
rest warrant for a suspect.
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Wilner Desir, right, helps Jaskson Jerve buidl a
some 30 miles south of Port-Au-
Thursday. Scores of half-finished
wooden boats sit on beaches north and west of

boat in Belloc,
Prince, Hait’,

Associated Press photo

Port-Au-Prince. A U.S. federal appeals court rul-
ed Wednesday against President Bush’s order to
immediately repatriate Haitian refugees found at
sea fleeing the country.

Haitian exodus on hold for now

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — A
Bush administration order may be
keeping Haitians at home for now,
but many are prepared to flee their
oppressed and impoverished na-
tion the moment thei.' chances of
reaching the United States
improves.

In Washington, U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas
gave lawyers for Haitian refugees
until this afternoon to reply to a
Justice Department appeal of a
lower court ruling that Bush’'s May
24 repatriation order was illegal.

IRA blamed
for firebombs

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

MILTON KEYNES, England
Firebombs ignited early today in
three large department stores in
this town 45 miles northwést of
Londen, badly damaging one,
police reported.

The three went off before dawn
as police searched premises after
five other firebombs were found
the previous night before they
could ignite. No injuries were
reported.

No group immediately claimed
responsibility, but police blamed
the Irish Republican Army fighting
British rule in Northern Ireland
They said the firebombs were
similar to devices planted by the
IRA at a shopping mall at
Gateshead, northeast England,
earlier this year.

Police Chief Inspector John
Reeve said one of the three
firebombs that ignited had caused
extensive damage to the Habitat
department store. ‘It (the fire) has
spread to the roof of the building
and damage will run into many
thousands of pounds,’’ he said.

Minor damage was caused to the
other two stores — a British Home
Stores outlet and a John Lewis
store. All three stores are part of
national chains.
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The 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals
made its ruling Wednesday but
issued an injunction Thursday giv-
ing the Bush administration 48
hours to file its Supreme Court ap-
peal. The appeal was filed later
Thursday.

Thomas may act on the appeal
himself or refer it to the full court,
the more likely route. In two
previous instances, the Supreme
Court blocked lower court rulings
that would have reversed the presi-
dent’s order

As of early today, there were no
reports of Haitian refugees being
interdicted at sea, Coast Guard
Petty Officer Chris Bissell said in
Miami

A Haitian human rights activist,
Jean-Claude Bajeux, said hur-
ricane season will stop refugees
from quickly setting out aboard
rickety vessels.

But refugee advocates also say
more Haitians are preparing to
leave the country if the chance that
they may be grantedrefugee status
increases.Scores of half-finished
wooden boats sit on beaches north
and west of this capital.

“‘In Haiti, people live on hope,”
said Marlene Dorfeville, director
of a semi-official Haitian refugees
organization, on Thursday.
‘“Anyone who sees a glimmer of
hope will head in its direction.”

Since the army overthrew
elected President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide in a coup in September,
the Coast Guard has intercepted
36,980 Haitians and returned 27,242
of them to Haiti, Coast Guard
spokesman Petty Officer Joe Dye
said in Miami. U.S. officials have
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found grounds for most of the
others to seek political asylum.

Bush declared on May 24 that
fleeing Haitians should be returned
without a hearing, and the flow of
refugees all but stopped. Thurs-
day’s appeals court ruling, if
upheld, would require hearings,
which could increase the chances
of getting aslyum.

The Bush administration says
most of the Haitians are economic
migrants, and that those who fear
political persecution should apply
for asylum at the U.S. Embassy in
Port-au-Prince.

Joseph Julien, a 30-year-old Hai-
tian boatbuilder, was hopeful when
the appeals court issued its ruling.
Julien has been returned twice to
Haiti by the Coast Guard in his at-
tempts to get to Florida.

“When I was in Guantanamo, |
heard (Prime Minister Marc)
Bazin would negotiate with
Aristide and things would get settl-
ed. The embargo would be lifted
and so on. But here I am, and
nothing has changed. 1 will go
again,” Julien said at a beach in
Belloc, about 24 miles west of Port-
au-Prince.

Last week, at least 91 people died
when a refugee boat sank just off
the coast. Since then, Bazin's
government has announced the ar-
rests of 13 people accused of
organizing refugee voyages.

Only one boatload of Haitians
had been encountered this month,
compared with more than 13,000
refugees picked up in May. All 150
refugees aboard the last boat were
returned to Port-au-Prince on July
23.
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Energy bill favors mass
| transit, alternate fuel

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Oil and gas
drillers, mass transit users and
buyers of alternati