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isolated to widely scaftered
thunderstorms through Tues-
day, otherwise partly to most-
Iy cloudy skies. High in the low
'90s. Low in the upper 60s.
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Monthtodate. .................... 0.00
Normalfor Mo.................... 2.00
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Bush names state
district judge

State district judge Jorge
Solis of Abilene was nominated
by President George Bush to
be federal judge for a
100-county district in North and
West Texas, including Howard
County.

His nomination now requires
confirmation by a vote of the
full U.S. Senate.

Solis, judge of the state’s
350th Judicial District Court in
Abilene, has also sérved as a
district attorney and a. pro-
secutor, according to a press
release from the office of Sen.
Phil Gramm, R-College Sta-
tion. Solis earned his law
degree from the University of
Texas Law School in 1976.

“‘Judge Solis’ legendary legal
talent, experience and commit-
ment to battling drugs will
make him an outstanding
federal judge,” said Gramm,
who originally recommended
Solis for the post.

Warnings issued
on viewing eclipse

$cientists, physicians and
other groups are warning of the
dangers of viewing the partial
solar eclipse coming July 11.

The eclipse can only be
directly viewed with a
specifically designed solar
filter. An inexpensive pair of
glasses with this kind of filter
can be obtained by calling
1-412-279-0627.

There are a number of light
filtering devices that are com-
monly thought to be safe but
have been shown to cause eye
damage if used to wiew the sun.
These include sunglasses, ex-
posed black and white filrp,
unexposed color film, welding
masks, any reflected image
from a mirrored surface and
any solar filter that is cracked
or scratched.

For instructions on building
an indirect viewing box, call
1-800-221-3004.

Drug class for

employers offered

Odessa College will offer a
special problems class,
-ﬂ ‘“‘Substance Abuse in the
Workplace,” beginning in the
second summer session, July
16-Aug. 21.

The course, designed to

| educate employers on detecting
and and intervention of
employees abusing alcohol or
drugs, will be offered for three
hours of college credit, or may
be taken as a non-credit
course.

The class is scheduled to
meet from 6:20 p.m. through
8:15 p.m., Monday through
Thursdays. The cost is $49.50
for district residents and $69.50
for out-of-district. Registration
is July 15. For more informa-
tion call 1-335-6520.

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine
(AP) — The White House is keep-
ing silent on President Bush’s
choice for the Supreme Court as in-
dications ten that he will
nominate a candidate.

Bush remained out of sight this
morning at his family’s coastal
vacation home but scheduled an
afternoon news conference. The
brief White House announcement
did not specify a subject. But it was
widely expected that Bush would
use the occasion to name his choice
for a successor to retiring Justice
Thurgood Marshall, the court’s on-
ly black member.

One administration official,

on condition of anonymi-
ty, said the president had let close
aides in on the decision.

White House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said Sunday evening
that he had spoken with the presi-
dent and ‘“‘he didn't tell me
an o

When asked about indications
that the selection process had
zeroed in on federal appeals court
Judge Emilio Garza of San An-
tonio, Fitzwater confirmed only
that Garza was among candidates
under consideration.

Another administration official,
who demanded anonymity, said
Garza was ‘‘one of the finalists”

and said there was a good chance
Bush would select a Hispanic for
the post.

One source said Garza, 43, was
interviewed at Justice Department
headquarters for several hours on
Saturday. Family members on
Sundaw y would say only that he was
in

The Senate confirmed Garza a
former Marine and Notre Dame
graduate, for the 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in May after
smooth hearipgs in which he gave
little hint on hew he views such con-
tentious issues as abortion, affir-
mative action, sex discrimination
and free-speech rights.

Garza served as a U.S. District
Court judge for three years before
his recent promotion to the appeals
bench. B

Other Hispanic jurists who were
considered for the high court are
Ricardo Hinojosa, a federal trial
judge in Texas, and Ferdinand
Fernandez, a federal appeals court
ju@ge in Los Angeles, sources have
said.

Bush told reporters Sunday he
was ‘“‘getting close’’ to making up
his mind, as he enjoyed a four-day
vacation at his seaside home.

Today, he and other family
members were celebrating the 90th
birthday of Bush’s mother,

Cool floating!

Five-year-old Abbey Murphree splashes her face with water to
keep cool as she and her mother, Belinda Murphree, float on an air

raft at Moss Creek Lake, where many other swimmers and would-
be swimmers tried to keep cool over the weekend.
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Works of art sprang from New Deal

Ednor s note: This is the second of
a two-part series abovut the work
done by the Works Progress Ad-
ministration 50 years ago in Big
Spring and the surrounding area.

By GARY SHANKS
Staff Writer

President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s phenomeral work
relief measures, which gave
millions of Americans a sub-
sistence wage during the most pro-
found economic depressien this na-
tion has ever known, provided
bridges, schools, roads, parks and
even works of art that are still used
and enjoyed today.

Roosevelt pushed his economic
recovery bill, which came to be
known as the New Deal, through
Congress. The bill, passed on May
15, 1933, was called the Federal
Emergency Relief Act and includ-
ed two parts,

The first dealt with restructuring
American business and provided
for the National Recovery Ad-
ministration, or NRA.

The second dealt with work relief
and provided for the Public Works
Administration with a $3.3 billion

ap‘gtepriatim.
Civil Works Administration

was set up as the working arm of
the PWA and it subsequently gave
birth to the Works Progress Ad-
ministration, or WPA, and the
gi(\)rcilian Conservation Corps, or

The idea behind the act was to
put as many people to work as
possible, as close to home as i-
ble, with as little cost as possible in
machinery and materials.

The militarily structured CCC
put unem; youth to work in
camps that moved from job to job.
Young men signed up for six-month

*“hitches,” and it is from the suc-

cess of this program that: the
original ideas were developed for
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A portion of a 20-foot long mural in the Howard
County Library is pictured above. The mural, by
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the late Peter Hurd, is one of many post office

what are now the Peace Corps and
Vista.
The WPA and CCC were the most
rominent in Big Spring. The CCC
g\nlt the Big Spring State Park on
Scenic Mountain, and the WPA
built miles of farm-to-market
roads in Howard County, paved
many Big Spring streets, put
women to work sewing inexpensive
work clothes for relief families in
this and surrounding areas and
built most of what is now Commén-
che Trail Park.

The PWA also doled out heavy
construction projects through the
WPA and an “alphabet soup” of
other nizations like the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority (TVA)
that built dams for rural hydroelec-
tric . The most notable ex-
am of TVA work in.Howard
County is the construction of Moss
Creek Lake with a dam 1250 feet

long and 67 feet high.

One would be hard pressed to
find another program with as pro-
found and long-lived an effect as
the WPA.

From this program, America not
only received an abundance of
roads, dams,. bridges and pukblllnc
buildings, it preseryed the skills
health and sense of dignity of the
work force. This was during a time
when, according to a 1933 article in
The New York Times, many proud
American families were suffering
starvation rather than seeking
straight government handouts.

The WPA also provided work for
unemployed artists, writers, musi-
cians and actors.

Provisions for these four profes-
sions, under the shorthand
reference ‘‘Federal One,” was the
forerunner of this generation’s Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts,

Herald photo by Gary Shanks

murals completed during FDR’s work relief for
artists during the Depression.

complete with controversy.

Many were aghast at this piece of
New Deal legislation. Indeed, Ver-
mont refused entirely, putting its
unemployed artists to work doing
manual labor.

Responding to the criticism,
FDR was reported to have said,
“Why not? They're human beings.
They have to live.”

For all the squabbling, the
record shows that in 1936 more
Americans attended WPA shows
and listened to WPA music than all
other performances combined,
mostly in places that had never
known live theater or symphonic
music.

Among the list of notable WPA
performers were Orson Wells, Ar-
thur Miller, John Huston, J
Cotton, E.G. Marshall, and J

Houseman. Burt Lancaster began
® WPA page 6-A

Dorothy Walker Bush, at the fami-
ly compound on Walker’s Point.

Attorney General Dick Thorn-
burgh said Sunday that the presi-
dent would not use the volatile
issue of abartion as a litmus test for
his Supreme Court nominee.

Thornburgh, interviewed on
NBC-TV’s ‘“Meet the Press,” said
it would be improper to question
nominees on their views on the 1973
Roe vs. Wade ruling that legalized
abortion.

The court is likely to review the
abortion decision in the next court
session.

But Bush didn’t press his first
® NOMINEE page 6-A

Rally
honors
nation’s
heritage

By DEBBIE LINCECUM
Staff Writer

The Christian heritage of the
United States and those who,fought
to preserve it were honored with
music, mime and prayer at a rally
in Big Spring Sunday.

In an Independence Day tribute
at.the Big Spring High School
Auditorium sponsored by the
Howard County Ministers’
Fellowship, attendees sang
familiar patriotic and religious
so;g between readings from the
w of the founding fathers of the -
United States.

Related photo page 6-A

Rally organizer Everett Bender
said George Washington,
Christopher Columbus, John Quin-
cy Adams, Benjamin Franklin and
other historical leaders had
depended on God to help them
through difficult times. As
America again faces a crisis, its
people should depend on their faith,
Bender said.

‘“We’ve seen the collapse of
everything man has put his trust
in,” he said, naming banks, health
care, sports heroes and govern-
ment leaders.

Bender said the ‘‘collapse of
spirituality’’ had created those dif-
ficulties and prayer would be the
solution.

‘It may be only a minority of the
country to continue to pray,’’ but a
minority has in the past saved the
world, he said.

“There is hope for America and
Big Spring,’’ Bender said. If people
ask God for strength, they can
reverse the negative influences
now felt in society.

“You may be asking, ‘What can I
do? I'm just one person,’ '’ Bender
said. ‘“The answer is . . . pray and
obey.”

Veterans and their families were
recognized with applause and
honored with a mime performance
by members of Joshua Free and
Care Company, a troupe organized
at Living Water Church. They per-
formed an original routine to ‘‘God
Rless the U.S.A.”

Flags lining the walls of the high
school auditorium had been given
as gifts to the Big eS(Fring Veterans
Administration Medical Center by
families of soldiers killed or miss-
ing in action, organizers said.
Retired Col. Jerry Grimes, former
commander of Webb Air Force
Base, led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Gary Smith, a local pastor and
member of the ministers’
fellowship, said the community
needs its churches.

‘“Today, Americ4 is in military,
economic and social trouble,” he
said. ‘“‘It needs a spiritual
awakening.”

Big Spring residents should
‘‘turn our attention in all sincerity
to prayer for the leaders of this
community,”’ Smith said.

Mayor Max Green, Howard
County Judge Ben Lockhart gpd
Big Spring Area Chamber of Com-
merce vice president Ben Bancroft
spoke to show their support for the
event and encourage community
members to work for positive
change.
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Sidelines
Aggies protest loss

of music televison

BRYAN, Texas (AP) — The ,
TCA cable television company
says it hopes to replace MTV
with one of its subsidiary sta-
tions that plays popular rock,
country and jazz videos.

But Aggies insist they want
their MTV — and they don't
want others deciding for them
whether the performances on
the music-video cable network
contain too much sex or
violence.

“We’ve asked them (MTV)
to allow us to sell it on a
positive-option basis at no ex-
tra charge to those customers
who want it,”’ said Randy
Rogers, TCA’s local manager,
saying he believes such an ar-
rangement would satisfy all
subscribers. ‘“‘MTV’s refused to
negotiate that point with us.”

Exhumation may

decide paternity

COMANCHE, Texas (AP) —
A Dallas genetic testing firm
will try to determine whether a
man who died last December
was the father of a 2-year-old
Comanche girl whose mother
who seeks the majority of his
estate.

Successful DNA reconstruc-
tions have been performed on
bodies buried up to several
years, said Bob Giles, scientific
director of Gene Screen.

State District Judge James
Morgan has said he would ap-
prove the exhumation once an
order is presented so that a
paternity suit filed by the
mother of the young girl can be
settled.

‘“‘As the surviving child, she
would get most of everything,”
Till told the Abilene Reporter-
News.

If the girl is determined to be
Edmondson’s child, her in-
heritance would be held in a
trust until she turned 18.
Edmondson did not leave a
will and his wife of five years,
Paula, was named ad-
ministrator of his estate. The
estate is valued at between
$40,000 and $50,000, said John
Gleaton, an attorney represen-
ting Ms. Edmohdson.

Couple attacked by
gang in Dallas park

DALLAS (AP) — About 20
men and boys robbed and beat
an Irving couple in a Dallas
park and then sexually
assaulted the woman before
robbing a would-be rescuer,
police said.

The woman was not raped,
but five of the men pulled her
behind a truck, ripped off her
blouse and began assaulting
her, Detective Don Knight said.
Officers said the couple
bought some food and went to a
picnic table at Kidd Springs
Park in the Oak Cliff section of
Dallas early Sunday when they
were attacked by the group.

City Bits
MINIMUM CHARGE $4.80

DEADLINE CB ADS:
DAILY — 3 p.m. day prior to publication
SUNDAY — 3 p.m. Friday

TERESA THOMPSON'S birth-
day will be July 3rd!

FIRST PLACE WEIGHT LOSS
Program. Hillcrest Baptist
Church. Sundays, 5 p.m. Public
welcome. 2000 West FM 700.

Dance each Wednesday and
Saturday to “THE COUNTRY
FOUR". Eagles Lodge 703 W.
Third, 8 -11 p.m. Wed, 9
-midnight, Sat.

HELP! Volunteers needed to
help with cats at the Humane
Society Adoption Center. Two
hours per week can make a dif-
ference. The Humane Society
also needs donations of
children’s plastic wading pools
for the dogs to cool off in. Call
267-7832.

Ask Amy or Darci about the BIG
3 RATE on your next classified
ad. Call 263-7331, Big Spring
Herald classified.

AUSTIN (AP) — At least 37,000
people turned out to welcome home
Texas veterans of Operation
Desert Storm — and to honor all of
the state’s men and women who
have fought for their country — in
the ‘““Texas Heroes Parade.”’
The stars of Sunday’s parade
were 3,000 of the 50,000 Texas
soldiers who served in the Persian
Gulf War. They marched down the
main street of the capital, sur-
rounded by yellow balloons, wav-
ing U.S. and Texas flags, and ac-
companied by military bands and
hardware from the war.
But organizers took care to in-
clude veterans of all wars.
Five floats representing World
Wars I and I1, the Korean and Viet-
nam wars and prisoners of war-
missing in action rolled down the
street after Lt. Gen. Calvin Waller,
second in command of Operation
Desert Storm and the grand mar-
shal of the parade.

‘“‘We are not here to glorify war.
Rather, we are here today to honor
the men and women of Texas who

Pageant
won’t be
the same

FORT WORTH (AP) — Don
Magness, director of the Miss
Texas Scholarship Pageant for 30
years, says he will attend the spec-
tacular this week, but it won't be
the same as in past years.

Following a week of pageant
preparation and festivities, the
competition will be televised
statewide Saturday from the Fort
Worth-Tarrant County Convention
Center.

Several veteran volunteers have
returned to coordinate the pageant
activities, which began Sunday
with the arrival of the 64
contestants.

Pageant scholarships are up
$11,000 this year, to $51,000. But
revenues are down from $395,900
last year to $361,500.

Magness resigned under fire last
year after the pageant, the largest
in the Miss America system, was
rocked by scandal after an unflat-
tering portrayal in Life magazine
of Magness.

The flamboyant Magness came
under fire after the magazine ran a
photograph showing him in a bub-
ble bath and quoted him as calling
a group of Miss Texas contestants
“sluts.”’

The article touched off other
criticism of Magness, and Miss
America pageant director Leonard
Horn demanded his resignation.
Magness' wife remains on the
pageant board.

Miss America 1980 Cheryl
Prewitt Salem will emcee the
pageant and help emcee the Fourth
of July parade.

The Texas pageant was tarnish-
ed by last year’s publicity, and of-
ficials said they hope to repolish its
image with this year’s contest.

Last year's investigation led to
conflict-of-interest and judging
reforms that may extend next year
to the other 49 state pageants.

Executive director June Mirike
said the troubles are behind them.

This year’s pageant has eight
fewer contestants, partly because
of rules clamping down on purchas-
ed crowns and living room
pageants. Those practices came to
light last year when the Texas fran-
chise was investigated.

“If this year’'s pageant appears
to be above board and honest, I
think you will see a lot of people
returning to the pageant,’’ said Bob
Ross, who previously ran the

Texas welcomes
Desert Storm vets

we've asked to the ultimate
sacrifice whenever 'America has
called,” said Land Commissioner
Garry Mauro said.

‘““This is my first coming home
parade, and I've finally come
home,” said Dennis Dunlap of
Austin, who served in Vietnam
with the Marines in 1967-1968, as he
watched the celebration.

“For a lot of years I had mixed
emotions, and now I can just throw
all that in the Dumpster where it
belongs and get on with it,”” he said.

Barbara Levesque clapped and
cheered as she watched her hus-
band, Capt. Mike Levesque, march
at the head of the 12th Aircraft
Maintenance Unit from Bergstrom
Air Force Base in Austin.

“I think it’s great,”” Mrs. Leves-
que said. ‘‘The people that worked
with my husband really ap-
preciated the fact that the people of
Texas wanted to do this for them,
and they were really pleased that
the American people gave them so
much support while they were over
there.”

AUSTIN — Circus elephants from the Ringling
Bros. Barnum and Bailey Circus strike a pose in
front of the Cdpitol Friday in Austin. The march
was billed as a ‘“21 trunk salute’’ to Texas troops,

Apple experiment
PORT ARTHUR — Jerry Mclnnis grows several varieties of ap-
ples by grafting on dwarf rootstock. The Port Arthur grower says
the four- to seven-foot tall trees will produce 40 to 50 normal-sized
apples each.

Associated Press photo

Treaty allows prisoner

HOUSTON (AP) — As the United
States and Mexico joined in 1975 to
crack down on a burgeoning drug
flow across the border, Mexican
prisons were filling with America’s
middle-class sons and daughters.

Lured to Mexico, Central and
South America by narcotics trade
profits — or to buy drugs for per-
sonal use — many were arrested by
Mexican authorities. They were
thrown in jail, often tortured, forc-
ed to sign confessions written in a
language they did not understand
and held for months — sometimes
years — without a trial.

As parents furiously turned to
the U.S. government for help,
political pressure increased on
both sides of the border.

The proposed remedy ’?x
American-Mexican Treaty on the
Execution of Penal Sentences,
which provided for the transfer of
U.S. citizens arrested in Mexico
back to their home country, and
vice versa.

But almost 15 years after the
treaty was signed, the horror for
Americans in Mexican prisons has
not changed. U.S. citizens are still
beaten and abused and forced to

cesses of law.

“To tumble from a middle-class
existence to the conditions in a
Mexican prison is a blood-chilling
event,”’ said Detlev Vagts, 62, a
Harvard Law School professor and
one of the authors of the prisoner
exchange treaty.

Since the agreement was signed
Nov. 30, 1977, 1,016 American
prisoners have been returned to the
U.S. and placed in federal prisons
to serve out their sentences, while
612 Mexicans in U.S. jails have
been transferred.

Mexican officials, reportedly
embarrassed by horror stories told
by young Americans who were
released, escaped or bought their
way out of Mexican jails, saw the
document as a quick way out of a
political quagmire.

Vagts and others involved in the
process said the treaty was seen on
both sides as the best mechanism
to solve a problem created by a
crackdown by the two nations on
the border drug trade.

During the late 1960s, as drug use
became popular, marijuana
growers in Mexico were all too hap-
py to play the supply-and-demand
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but only 15 elephants made the trek. The main
parade, with Patriot missiles, M-1 tanks and 3.0“
Texas troops, took place Sunday.

Free lawyers bemg
appointed for some
who are able to pay

HOUSTON (AP) — Lawyers are
being appointed by the courts for
defendants who can well afford to
hire their own counsel, costing
Harris County nearly $500,000 last
year, according to a published
report.

““That makes me ill. That makes
me tremendously ill,”’ Harri8
County Commissioner Jerry Ever-
sole said of the unnecessary
appointments.

In a copyright story published
Sunday, The Houston Post reported
that the county’s felony courts
routinely fail to check defendants’
financial backgrounds before gran-
ting their requests for free legal
counsel.

During the week of Oct. 8,
lawyers were appointed for at least
309 defendants in 483 cases.
Twenty-two questionable cases
cost taxpayers $8,780, The Post
reported.

If this week were typical, and,
court employees say it was, the
amount of questionable expenses

transfers

ed the Mexican government of do-
ing little to stem the tide and laun-
ched a unilateral attack on border
drug traffic, calling it ‘‘Operation
Intercept.”

The Mexican government, say-
ing trade with the U.S. was jeopar-
dized by Operation Intercept,
agreed to step up its own drug en-
forcement efforts.

In October 1971, approximately
300 Americans were in prison in
Mexico. By the end of 1976, that
number doubled to more than 600.

Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion officials, testifying before
Senate committee hearings on the
treaty in June 1977, estimated that
80 percent of those were drug-
related cases. The vast majority
were caught with small amounts.

“The (U.S.) Bureau of Prisons
people were amazed at the educa-
tional level of American prisoners
in Mexico,”” Vagts said. ‘“You
never see that kind of prison
population outside a highfalutin’
federal penitentiary. They were
college educated. The standard
kind of case was someone who was
helping finance their next semester
at UCLA by going down to the
border and bringing back a load of
this and that.”

for appointments would amount to
$456,550 during 1990. In that year, a
total of $10.8 million was spent on
appointed attorneys in the felony
courts. '

Eversole helped to create a com#
mittee to find ways to bring down
the costs of both felony and mlsdeJ
meanor appointments.

“We need to come up with a, '

system to determine who truly I‘
indigent,” he said.

It's not as if the judges have w
look hard to determine the defen«
dants’ financial status. The job in«
formation and salaries of those
defendants are listed in the Harris
County Pretrial Services Agency
reports, which are part of the
defendant’s court file.

The Post investigation was based
on interviews with key participants
in the 22 felony courts and from an
examination of all 483 felony cases
that were filed during a one-week

..period last. October.

Reporters. found 22 cases during
a one-week period in 1990 where
judges made appointments despite
having a written report showing
the defendants’ financial status
was healthy.

The Post also found instances of
lawyers being appointed for defen-
dants with incomes ranging up to
$30,000 a year.

A typical case involved an equip-
ment operator charged with
criminal mischief who made $400 a
week, owned a 1982 truck and had
one child. He was able to post a
$2,000 bond. His appointed at-
torneys cost the county $600 for
four court appearances.
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will be closed Thursday,
July 4 in observance of
Independence Day.

DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

RETAIL
*For Thursday publication,
Tuesday, July 2, 12:00.
*Friday publication,
Wednesday, July 3, 12:00.
*Sunday publication,
Wednesday, July 3, 5:00 p.m.

CLASSIFIED

*For Friday publication,
Wednesday. July 3, 5:00 p.m.

pHMEs will be Answered

July 4,
*Thursday, July 4, newspaper will be a
morning publication.
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Nation

Media executives want new rules

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ex-
ecutives of 17 news organizations
want Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney to revise the rules for
covering future combat, saying
that restrictions during the Per-
sian Gulf War resulted in long
delays and unnecessary military
interference.

The failure of the system

‘“became a nightmare in which
eyewitness accounts trickled in
days after the battles had ended
— and long after they had been
described in vivid detail by un-
named Pentagon officials” in’

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Like the American Medical
Association before it, the nation’s
largest organization of nurses has
come out against compulsory
AIDS testing for its members and
patients.

The American Nurses Associa-
tion approved the policy 577-13
Sunday at the organization’s an-
nual convention.

‘“‘Compulsory universal testing
isn't reliable -and it is extremely
expensive,”” ANA president
Lucille Joel said in a statement.

Delegates representing the na-
tion’s 2 million registered nurses

Maine’s failure to enact a spen-
ding plan forced a shutdown of
non-essential state services to-
day, and a similar closure loomed
in Connecticut as budget talks
came: in under the wire or fell
short in several states and New
York City.

Connecticut, California, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, North Carolina,
Illinois and Massachusetts
entered a new fiscal year today
without a spending plan in place.

New Jersey adopted a budget
just before the midnight deadline,
as did Washington state. New

Nurses oppose compulsory testing

Maine shuts down some services

Washington, the journalists said
‘“Television, print and radio
alike. start with one sobering
realization,” the unusual coalj-
tion of news executives wrote
Cheney last week. ‘“There was
virtually no coverage of the gulf
ground war until it was over.”

The executives asked Cheney to '
‘ensure that gulf coverage ar-

rangements not be used as a
model in the future. Specifically,
they seek to displace the so-called
pool system by which journalists
were organized into small groups
and escorted into the field.

instead endorsed voluntary
testing as well as voluntary AIDS-
infection disclosure by nurses.

Last week, the 300,00-member
AMA, the nation’s largest
organization of doctors, also re-
jected mandatory AIDS testing
for doctors.

Instead it endorsed voluntary |

testing of those at high risk of con-
tracting AIDS, such as trauma
surgeons.

AIDS prevention for health pro-
fessionals has come under
scrutiny since a Florida dentist,
Dr. David Acer, infected five pa-
tients.

York City reached agreement on
a spending plan in time to avert a
takeover by a financial board
created during the fiscal crisis of
the 1970s.

Legislators were forced by the
recession to make tough choices
— including tax increases,
thousands of layoffs and painful
spending cuts — to close budget
gaps-

New York Mayor David
Dinkins said the budget agree-
ment reached in his city “‘reflects
a lot more pain and a lot less gain
than any of us would like."”

World

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet
parliament today overwhelming-
ly approved a landmark law that
allows the state to sell most in-
dustry to private companies and
- individuals, including foreigners.

Passage of the law by the
Supreme Soviet marks a major
step in the transformation of the
Soviet Union’'s state-run
economic system. The law will
take effect upon publication early
this week.

The Soviet government, which
owns virtually all industry, is pro-
posing to transfer two-thirds of it

LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia (AP)
— Yugoslavia edged back from
civil war today after an agree-
ment that government troops
would return to barracks in
rebellious Slovenia, and a break
in a bitter political deadlock over
the country’s leadership.

But it was not yet certain that
the army would abide by the
pullback pact, which was reached
late Sunday by federal Premier
Ante Markovic and Slovenian
leaders and was to take effect
today.

The army had been without a
supreme commander since mid-

CAMP JOHN HAY, Philippines
(AP) — The United States today
turned over to the Philippines this
northern recreational facility
which had been one of the oldest
U.S. military bases abroad.

U.S. Ambassador Nicholas
Platt presented a symbolic key to
Camp John Hay to Tourism
Secretary Rafael Alunan, ending
88 years of U.S. control over the
facility.

Yugoslav army agrees to pull back

U.S. turns over recreation facility

—
Privatization law approved today

to private hands in less than five
years but will retain up to half of
the defense industry and the
energy industry.

‘“This may be the most impor-
tant step from a state economy to
a market economy,”’ lawmaker
Fyodor Burlatsky said.

He said the law would
strengthen President Mikhail S.
Gorbachev's hand when he meets
with leaders of the Group of
Seven industrialized nations in
London in two weeks .

The law was approved by a vote
of 303-14,

May because the collective
presidency of the ethnically
diverse federation was paralyzed
by a dispute over its annually
rotating chairmanship.

That stalemate was broken
with the election of Croatia’'s
Stipe Mesic to the post early to-
day. Forces led by Serbia, which
is the largest Yugoslav republic
and dominates the army, had for
six weeks blocked Mesic's
appointment.

The state news agency Tanjug
said the presidency scheduled a
meeting today.

cool mountain resort- city of
Baguio, will be converted into a
world-class resort earning $6
billion a year.

The return of John Hay, which
is 125 miles north of Manila, and
three other smaller facilities was
agreed to last year during talks
between Manila and Washington
on the future of Clark Air Base
and Subic Bay naval base.

Both Clark and Subic were

Fate of Texas bases i

WASHINGTON (AP)" — Presi-
dent Bush now holds the key to the
future of three military installa-
tions in Texas targeted for closure,
including a naval field in Bee Coun-
ty where he lands to hunt quail.

The t Base Closure
and Realignment Commission
voted Sunday to shutter Chase
Field Naval Air Station in Beeville,
Carswell Air Force Base in Fort
Worth, and Bergstrom AFB in
Austin, while deciding to spare
Kingsville Naval Air Station.

The commission’s decisions,
however, are not the last word on
the fate of those bases as 21 others
around the country that the com-
mission recommended for closure
or scaling back. The presidentjnow
has 15 days to review the listdand
either accept or reject the entire
package.

‘“He’ll be lobbied, no doubt, he’ll
be lobbied very heavily. Hopefully,
he’ll accept our' recommenda-
tions,’’ said commission Chairman
Jim Courter.

Sen. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Terss,
wasted no time Sunday in promis-
ing to lobby the president to
preserve the Texas installations.

“I’'m going to urge him to recon-
sider the arguments on those Texas
bases on the hit list,”’ Bentsen said.

If the president forwards the list
to Congress, it must either accept it
or reject it altogether by action of
both House and Senate within 45
days.

The commission worked down to
the wire Sunday night in compiling
the list of bases to be closed,
wrestling with questions of en-
croachment to Carswell from air
traffic at Dallas-Fort Worth Inter-
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WASHINGTON — Jim Courter, chairman, and William Ball, right,
how their leads as the federal base closing commission meets in
Washington Sunday to render economically painful decisions design-
ed to shrink the nation’s military establishment in the post-Cold War
era. The final list will be submitted to President Bush.

national Airport and the economic
impact on Beeville from closing
Chase.

Commissioner Howard ‘‘Bo”
Callaway said claims of commer-
cial air traffic competing with
Carswell’s fleet of B-52s were un-
founded, but had given the base “‘a
bum rap.”’ Nevertheless, the com-
mission voted 5-2 to close the
Strategic Air Command base, with
5,500 workers.

“It is unfortunate that the
perceptions surrounding Carswell,
especnally on the encroachment
issue, were so strong that we could
not convince the commissioners
and staff,”’ said Rep. Joe Barton,
R-Ennis, who had fought to save
the base.

Rep. Pete Geren, D-Fort Worth,
promised to fight to keep the base’s
hospital open, saying it would ac-
tually save taxpayers money. \

in Bush’s hands

While the decision to clése Chase
Field was one of the )est com-
missioners said they faced, there
was 'no debate before the
unanimous vote to close
Bergstrom, which employs nearly
5,000 civilian and military workers.

In voting 6-1 to close Chase, com-
missioners noted the potentially
disastrous impact shuttering the
naval field would have on the
Southeast Texas community.

So the commission rejected the
Pentagon’s recommendation that
Chase be maintained as an outlying
field for the Navy, voting to close
both the base and its runway so the
entire facility could be developed
for other uses.

“If we’re going to drive a stake
into the heart of Chase, let's not
drive it in halfway. Let’s close it
and let them use that runway and
facility for something else,” said
Commissioner James C. Smith II,
an executive with Brown & Root
U.S.A. Inc: in Houston.

Smith warned that keeping
Chase as an outlying field would be
‘“‘guaranteeing that (the communi-
ty) is going to go out of business.”
And Rep, Greg Laughlin, a West
Columbia Democrat who
represents the base, said the deci-
sion to close Chase would turn Bee
County from an economically
marginal county to one of the
poorest in the country.

“It’s going to be devastating to
them,” Laughlin said. With 1,647
military and civilian workers,
Chase is the county’s biggest
employer.

Smith was the only commis-
sioner to vote against closing
Chase.
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Opinion

“I may not agree with what you say, but I will

defend to the death your right to say it.”” — Voltaire

()pmmns from
across the U.S.

Walsh should go find a job

The U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C. was witness
to an unusual drama . . . as Judge Gerhard Gesell tried
patiently to explain to independent counsel Lawrence
Walsh why the proceedings against former White House
aide Oliver North should be dropped. . . . Walsh has until
September to think about Judge Gesell’s words. . . .

North’s indictment and conviction two years ago on 12
counts of obstructing Congress, destroying government
documents and accepting an,iHegal gratuity were subse-
quently thrown out by the U.S. Court of Appeals. That
was an action with which the Supreme Court later concur-

red. The appeals court ruled that . . . North’s right to a
fair trial was violated when tainted testlmony was used
against him. . .

North, you may recall, was forced by Congress to
testify about his knowledge of the Iran-Contra mess to a
joint committee in return for immunity from criminal
prosecution. . . . Walsh then used that testimony to
“refresh the memories’’ of key government witnesses
against . . . North, a former Marine lieutenant colonel.
Mich=el Bromwich, . . . Walsh’s assistant, told Judge
Gesell . . . that such testimony was a ‘‘harmless error.”

The Judge bristled. The tainted testimony ‘‘covers
massive parts of the case.” Judge Gesell concluded by
saying, “‘One wundem what it is you're trying to ac-

complish here.”” The (Wall Street) Journal reported that
as Bromwich tried to explain, Judge Gesell rose and
walked out of his courtroom.

The message should be crystal clear. . . . Walsh & Co.
have spent five years and more than $35 million taxpayer
dollars in a vain effort to extract criminal penalties from
what was essentially a policy dispute between the
leglslatlve and executive branches of government.

“We do not countenance political trials in this country,”
said federal appeals court judges Laurence Silberman
and David Sentelle, in striking down . . . North’s convic-
tions. Nor should we keep the machinery in place that
facilitates them. It is time for . . . Walsh and his
associates to find employment elsewhere.
The News and Courier

Impossible burden given

The U.S. Supreme Court may have activated a slowly
ticking time bomb . . . | deciding that inmates must prove
“deliberate indifference’’ about prison conditions before
the constitutionally barred ‘‘cruel and unusual punish-
ment™' threshhold can be reached.

The 5-to-4 decision offers a blank check of sorts to
unscrupulous or incompetent prison officials to exceed the

bounds of punishment ordered by our courts and deter-
mined by our laws.
How — the court's dissenters asked rhetorically — can

an inmate effectively prove that *
prison conditions is “‘deliberate’’?
The answer is simple. Inmates won’t be able to prove
such cruelty. And, atter a while, they will deem it futile to

even try.

Prison inmates are human beings. That faet is in-
escapable no matter how we may feel about the crimes
they committed or whether we feel incarceration should
be rehabilitative or punitive in nature.

Most prison officials recognize their duty to protect
those inmates behind their walls. Although no rose garden
was ever promised, a sentenced inmate should be
reasonably assured of his safety at all times.

Unfortunately, abuses do occur and they occur with
disturbing regularity. Many of these grievances are settl-
ed amicably. Others are settled in class action lawsuits.

And some are settled — or at least addressed — by
violence. . . .

In the case addressed by the Supreme Court, Ohio
prison inmate Pearly Wilson sued the state for mistreat-
ment and $900,000. While we won’t address the meriis of
his claims, the court’s majority failed to view the broad
implications of allowing abuses to continue unless its am-
biguous standard can be proven.

‘““The ultimate result of (the decision), I fear, is that
serious deprivations of basic human needs will go
unredressed due to an unnecessary and meaningless
search for ‘deliberate indifference,’ '’ wrote Justice Byron
White in dissent.

If White's fears are realized and such deprivations lead
to violence, the five justices may look back at Wilson’s
case and realize that bars hold back people, not emotions.

La Crosse (Wis.) Tribune

indifference’’ to poor

Better screening planned

Plans recently announced by the American Red Cross
to update its system of handling blood to more effectively
screen donors for the AIDS virus is welcome news.

Red Cross President Elizabeth Dole said the organiza-
tion planned to install a new computer system and make
other changes to protect the blood it collects. In order to
accomplish this, the Red Cross will close its 53 blood
centers in rotation beginning in 1992. While each of the
centers is closed for installation of the new equipment, its
staff will receive training in new procedures. . . .

While there can be no guarantee that the threat of AIDS
transmission through blood transfusions will be complete-
ly eliminated, the ambitious program undertaken by the
Red Cross, which handles about half of the nation’s blood
supply, should provide a message of welcome
reassurance to the public

The Times Recorder, Zanesville, Ohio

Dear J on: e Youl ¢an be an awful pain

Sunday evening, 630

Dear John:

It really hurts me to write this
letter. We've been pretty close for
a long time, and I'm not asking
you to get out of my life — not
yet, anyhow — but by golly, if you
pull one more dumb stunt with
White House transportation, that’s
it. I mean, hey, John, enough is
enough. Got to stop this.

In some ways you're the most
brilliant guy I've ever met in
public life. Great governor of New
Hampshire. Not long ago I said to
myself, gee, I wish I had the
brains of John Sununu, but look:
Having brains doesn’t necessarily
mean you have common sense.
Trouble is, you don’t. Have com-
mon sense, I mean.

If you had exercised common
sense, you never would have com-
mandeered an Air Force plane to
take you skiing. Or to see your
cotton-pickin’ dentist. I thought
we had that uproar quieted down
in April. Cut it out.

The next thing I know, you
order up a limousine to drive you
to New York. And for what? So
you could go to a stamp auction
where some Graf Zeppelin air-
mails of 1930 would be up for sale.
Beautiful stamps. I used to know
a guy who told a story about the
Grafs. Seems he was 12 years old
and had a plate-numbered block
of the 65-cent issue. A fat kid
named Roy traded him out of it
for a lousy pocket knife. Worth
$3,000 today. I mean the block is
worth $3,000. Mint condition.

Where was 1? It was dumb,
John, just plain dumb, to call up
that limousine. And when you lost
instant access to Air Force
planes, you began scrounging up
corporate jets to take you to fund-

raisers. The more I think about it,

the madder I get. Dumb, dumb,
dumb!

For crying out loud, John,
you've been in political life for 18
years. You shovld have learned

Mailbag

TOGOTO THE BATHROOM

by this time that, hey, people
don’t get upset by the big thmgs
Think of the deficit. What is it for
this year? I forget. Hundred
billion? Two hundred billion? Dick
Darman knows this stuff. He can
figure out a deficit six different
ways. That's what a budget direc-
tor is for. On budget. Off budget.
Who knows? Who cares?

Talk to voters about the deficit,
you put 'em to sleep. Talk about a
national debt of $3 trillion, their
eyes glaze over. Nobody
understands a trillion dollars. But
a limousine? A limousine'! Anyone
can understand a cotton-pickin’
limousine. And people don't like
the idea of your riding around in
an air-conditioned, 24-foot
Cadillac as if you were the
maharaja of Kuwait. Or whatever
that fellow is called. He's got no
more common sense than you
have. Kinda sorry we helped him
out.

Or Lawrence Welk's boyhood
home. $500,000 for that piece of
pork. People understand $500,000.

Lot of money to most folks. Not
everybody was that crazy about
Lawrence Welk anyhow. His ac-
cordion wheezed. I heard that
some of his musicians and singers
actively disliked the guy. High-
handed.

And that reminds me. You
made mighty few friends last
year in all those budget negotia-
tions. Key fellows from the House
and Senate. Said you were a bully.
Pushed them around. No tact. I
tell you, throwing_your weight
around doesn’t work with those
prima donnas on the Hill. All want
to sing at once. No pleasing them.

People are laughing, John, and
that can be fatal. The cartoonists
have you floating around like a
barrage balloon. You're flying
first class in Air Sununu. They
have you and me in the Bush
League. Got to stop.

The thing is, John, that only one
of us is president. And that’s me.
“1 mean that’s 1. I get mixed up on

:ﬁronouns Hard to tell the dif-

OW, DRMAN- DO | WOLD UP GNE FINGER
TOGET ADRINK. OF WITER, N> TWO
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Ten reasons MTV

taken off cable
To the editor:

Here are the top ten reasons
why the Big Spring Cable has
decided to take off MTV. (Drum
roll please.)

10. It makes you dizzy when the
T.V. is on those really high
channels.

9. Larson Lloyd finally
understood the symbolism in
Cher’s “If I Could Turn Back
Time’’ video.

8. Never ran the ‘‘I’ve fallen
and can't get up"’ commercial.

7. Leaves free channel for the
HRB network (Hicks, Rubes,
Bumpkins).

6. Depressed that Paula Abdul
never took it all off.

5. Never certain which one was
“Downtown’’ Julie Brown.

4. Cable staff thought it had a
beat, but couldn’t dance to it.

3. Two simple words, “‘fatter
profits’’.

2. Felt that it was having a bad
influence on channel 8.

And finally, the number one
reason why the Big Spring Cable
has decided to take off MTV:

1. They got tired of waiting for
Sullivan to bring out the Beatles.

WILLIAM C. COLEMAN
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War fought for liberty,

By BETTY JOHANSEN
Copy Editor

‘“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness . . . ."

On July 4, 1776, a group of men
in Philadelphia agreed to adopt
the Declaration of Independence,
making themselves a new nation.
Or a roomful of traitors. A war
was to decide how history would
brand them.

According to the book ‘“The
Light and the Glory,” by Peter
Marshall and David Manuel,
silehce followed the vote. Then
Johh Hancock said, ** ‘Gentlemen,
the price on my head has just
been doubled!’ "’

Next Samuel Adams spoke.

‘ ‘We have this day restored the
Sovereign, to Whom alone men
ought to be obedient. He reigns in
heaven and . . . from the rising to
the setting sun, may His Kingdom
come.’ ”’

After a bloody war with
England, the signers of the
declaration emerged heroes. And
some of them returned to
Philadelphia in the summer of
1787 to draft the Constitution that
would mold the young nation’s
future. The weather was melting
and the debate seemed endless
and futile.

According to ‘“‘From Sea to
Shining Sea,’’ also by Marshall
and Manuel, the convention seem-
ed about to die from heat, humidi-
ty and boredom when Ben
Franklin rose to speak. Not known
for a faith in God, Franklin sur-
prised everyone when he said,
‘... ‘I have lived, sir, a long
time, and the longer I live, the
more convincing proofs I see of
this truth: that God governs in the
affairs of man. And if a sparrow
camnot fall to the ground without
His notice, is it probable that an
empire can rise without His
aid?’ ... "

He called the delegates to
prayer, and the next day progress
was made. Eventually the Con-
stitution took shape with its mat-
chless Bill of Rights. Perhaps no
words in the history of the United
States are more precious to more
people than the First Amendment
of that Constitution: ‘‘Congress

If you

ask me

shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof
or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; of the
right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of
grievances.”’

It’s amazing, in a nation built so
solidly on a faith in God and so
celebrated for its First Amend-
ment protections, that teachers,
and even students, have been
ordered not to read their Bibles.
Civil rights protesters, arrested
for trying to prevent the destruc-
tion of unborn babies, are not
allowed to use such unspeakable
four-letter words in court as b-a-
b-y. They are not allowed to ex-
press their deep convictions and
are, thus, left without a defense.
What happened to their right to
free speech, not to mention a fair
trial?

I can tell you where it started
on a large-scale: ‘““All in the
Family,” 1971. Norman Lear had
an inspiration. He created an ob-
noxious, bigoted piece of slime
and presented him to the
American people as a WASP
(white Anglo-Saxon Protestant).
Lear made it popular to laugh at
and scorn conservatives, whom
Archie Bunker supposedly
represented.

“MxAxS«H"’ was next.
Carefree, sexually-liberated
Hawkeye Pierce and Trapper
John MclIntyre had a joke for
every occasion, many of them at
the expense of the U.S. govern-
ment. And hypocritical, sniveling
Frank Burns was the keeper of
the Bible. £

It was subtle, but effective, and
with some help from Jim Bakker
and Jimmy Swaggart, makir 7 a
mockery of Christians became the
“in"’ thing to do. Denying Chris-
tians their rights seemed almost
OK since we’'re such bigoted,
sniveling excuses for humanity.

ference. When you do somethmg
dumb, it’s like my doing
something dumb, and it does us
no good to have people thinking
they have two knuckleheads in the i
White House. By that I mean you |
and me. Leave Danny out of this. '
Right in the middle of the April .
ruckus, he calls up an Air Force '
plane to go golfing in Augusta.

He's vice president. Ought to

know better.

You say you have to be able to
get in touch with me every minute
of the day. I appreciate that, but
John, I don’t need you every
minute of the day. I really don't.
You're a great chief of staff, but
you've come down with a bad
case of hubris. That’s Greek for
chutzpah. Swelled head. Too bad.

You want to go to New York?
Take the shuttle. Speaking in
Chicago? Fly United. I still love
you, John, but you can be an
awful pain in the rear.
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But I want you to know that T
hang around with Christians and
conservatives all the time, and
they are warm and wise and wit-
ty. I never met an Archie Bunker
or a Frank Burns among them.
And you can call us what you like °
— back-woodsy, morals corps, the
righteous, hicks, rubes, bumpkins
— if you think it’s cutesy. I hope it
makes you happy, but, even if it
gave you a world of pleasure, it
wouldn’t be worth insulting the
character of decent, caring
parents who are merely doing the
best they can to protect their i
children from a sewer of a |
culture.

And I hope you can understand
this: In 1776, when our forefathers
were sweati