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At the crossroads of West Texas

28¢

Home delivered
daily per month

35¢ News stand

Weather

Increasing cloudiness and tur-
ning cooler through Thursday.
Low tonight in the upper 30s;
high tomorrow around 60.

SRR YT L
Tuesday’s high temperature....... .91
Tuesday’s low temperature. .. ... ... .51
Average high.................... ..65
Average low.......... ... sy ¥ BisieEts 8 k7
Record high. ... .. .. .....90 in 1916
Recordlow.............. .15 in 1989

Iinches
Rainfall Tuesday... 0.00
Month to date. .. ....... L. 0.00
Normal for Month. . ...... ... 0.78
Year todate..................... 01.98
Normal for year... .. 01.37

NSRS LN < T
Rally planned in

Stanton for troops

Dan Saunders, Post Com-
mander of American Legion
Post 429, Stanton, announced
plans for a support rally for
service men and women serv-
ing in the Persian Gulf.
Saunders advised that the rally .
would be held on Thursday at
5:05 p.m. on the east side of the
Martin County Courthouse.

Myrl Mitchell, master of
ceremonies for the rally, urged
attendance at the funétion to
show support for our service
personnel. Plans include
recognition of the families of
Martin County service men and
women.

Legion Post Adjutant Bob
Deavenport is responsible for
securing the names of the
honorees. Deavenport has ask-
ed that anyone with family
members in the Mideast call
him at 756-2231 or 756-3425.

Residents benefit
from blood drives

Donations are needed for the
blood drive at the First
Methodist Church. United
Blood Services of San Angelo
will conduct the drive Sunday
from noon to 3.

Paula Kennemer of United
Blood Services said, ‘‘Many
people in this area have had
questions about how these
blood drives affect those who
need to receive blood in a *
hospital not served by United
Blood Services such as
Midland, Houston, or Dallas.
Big Spring sponsors regular
blood drives, so anyone from
Big Spring who requires blood
replacements at any hospital,
anywhere, may have United
Blood Services replace the
blood for them.”

This service is available to
anyvone living in Big Spring, not
just those who donate, and ex-
tends to immediate family liv-
ing elsewhere. To use this ser-
vice, contact Paula Kennemer
at (915) 653-1307 with the pa-
tient’s name, address and
phone number, the name and
address of the hospital where
blood was given, and the pa-
tient’s admission and discharge
dates.

United Blood Services is able
to offer this service because of
the support of volunteer doners
in Big Spring.

Three file for
CISD positions

Three candidates have filed
for the Coahoma Independent
School Board election on May
4. Filing is on-going through
March 20, and Coahoma has
three positions open, one due to
an unexpired term.

Ronny Wood has filed for re-
election, Benny Fishback has
also filed, and Ronny Stone,
who was appointed by the
béard in April, 1990, to fill the
position of a board member
who moved put of the district,
has filed.

For filing applications, con-
tact Coahoma ISD, superinten-
dent’s office.

(AP) Thirty-five allied prisoners
of war, including 15 Americans, ar-
rived today in Saudi Arabia from
Iraq, where Saddam Hussein's
security forces struggled to put
down rebellions flaring in the north
and south.

The allies also freed the first Ira-
qi POWs today, about 300 out of
more than 63,000 held by coalition
forces. They left northern Saudi
Arabia for Baghdad aboard two
planes, the U.S. military said.

The turmeil in Iraq was
underscored today by word frcm
Baghdad radio that Saddam had

F'ire units
called for
four area
blazes

By GARY SHANKS
Staff Writer

Fires driven by yesterday’s
strong winds burned five square
miles of Howard County. ~

The largest of four fires burned
more than four sections west of
town beside the railroad right-of-
way near the intersection of County
Road 2599 and 1-20. A thick column
of smoke could be seen blowing
over Big Sring by strong winds out
of the southwest. Volunteer
firefighters from Sand Springs,
Tubbs, Silver Heels, Martin Coun-
ty, Coahoma, Jonesboro, Forsan,
Knott and Big Spring responded to
battle the blaze. Pool Well Service
Company supplied water tanker
trucks in a concerted effort to sup
press the fire.

The fire burned through an oil
field, destroying miles of polymer
pipeline including a field gathering
line for the Fina refinery. “‘It’s go
ing to cost thousands just to
replace the pipelines, and there’s
also the loss of production,’ said C
Roy Wright, County Fire Chief

This fire had to be fought defen
sively by stopping the fire as the
wind drove it east, Wright explain
ed. “‘We did some back-burning,
but mostly we concentrated on
stopping the fire at Cobble Road
and protecting the tank batteries,”
said Wright.

Many of the fire-fighting units
were just finishing a fire on the
Hezzie Reed Ranch northeast of
Coahoma when the call for the fire
came in. The ranch fire burned
over 300 acres and is thought to
have been caused by burning trash,
explained Wright

Five units from Westbrook and
Colorado City in Mitchell County
were on hand to fight fires in the
Coahoma area. One fire four miles
east of Coahoma off the railroad
right-of-way, was handled entirely
by units from Mitchell County. This
was fortunate as most of Howard

® FIRES page 8-A

By BILL AYRES

City Editor <
.Eleven youngsters nervously sat

on the stage at the Howard College

Auditorium Tuesday, awaiting

their turn in
the Howard
County Spell-
ing Bee
After 18
rounds,
Caroline
Nguyen from
Runnels
Junior High

1

emerged as

CAROLINE NGUYEN the county
champion by spelling ‘‘decaf-
feinate’’ and then ‘‘candelabra’.
Farrah Schooler from Moss
Elementary missed ‘‘decaf-
feinate’’ to become the alternate.

The field narrowed rapidly as
Kirsten Williams from Marcy
Elementary, Taylor Bristow from
Elbow Elementary, John Psilas
from Kentwood Elementary and
Brian Nguyen from Bauer Magnet
School all misspelled words in the
first round.

Brandon Dickey from College
Heights dropped out in the second
round, with Timothy Ybanez from
Washington Elementary and

Allied POWSs leave Iraq

Iraqi troops fight to control unrest

fired his interior minister and ap-
pointed a cousin to the post.

The new minister, Ali Hassan al-
Majid, crushed a rebellion by Kur-
dish separatists in the north two
years ago in which government
forces used chemical weapons. He
also served as governor of Iraq’s
former “‘19th province’’ — Kuwait.

Saddam also sought to make sure
his most loyal troops stay loyal.
Baghdad radio said soldiers of the

Republican Guard would be given
a $300-a-month pay raise. It said
that was in recognition of their
“heroic stands in the mother of all
battles.”

In the confrontation with allied
forces, the Republican Guard was
routed.

The allied POWs arrived at an
air base in the Saudi capital,
Riyadh, aboard a chartered Red
Cross plane, and were greeted by

allied Commander Gen. H. Nor-
man Schwarzkopf and other
officials.

“Everyone of them’'s a hero,”
Schwarzkopf said after greeting
the freed POWs. ‘“It's almost
over.”

Several of the former POWSs
were bandaged and one had a cast
on his leg. Another, identified as an
American F-16 pilot, was carried
from the plane on a stretcher. The

only woman, US. Army Maj.
Rhonda L. Cornum, had both arms
bandaged and in slings. She smiled
as she left the plane.

Cornum, 36, of East Aurora,
N.Y., had been reported missing
over the weekend while on a
search-and-rescue mission in a
Chinook helicopter. One other
female POW, Army Spc. Melissa
Rathbun-Nealy of Newaygo, Mich.,
was released Monday by Iraq.

The POWs were turned over to
the Red Cross in Baghdad on Tues-
day, but high winds and poor
® GULF page 8-A

By GARY SHANKS
Staff Writer

The 20th Annual Car Show will
have more than 20 Best-in-Show
awards for entries ranging from
restored classic cars to heavily
modified Street Machines.

The car show is sponsored by
the Early Cars of Big Spring and
the Big Spring Rod and Custom
Association. Trucks, classics,
customs, antiques, off-road
vehicles, motorcycles and street
rods will be shown Saturday and
Sunday at the Howard County
Fairbarns.

As many as 65 entries are ex-
pected from cities in a 100-mile
radius of Big Spring. ‘‘We get en-
tries from San Angelo, Midland,
Lubbock and Sweetwater,” said
Brumley

One hard-to-beat entry in the
Early Coupe clllss is Frank Ed-
wards' 1929 Model-A Ford. Ed-
wards bought the car in 1980 and
completed the restoration. The
Model-A now sports an im-

Frank Edwards, Big Spring, shows off a restored 1929 Model A
Ford. Edwards, who has worked with cars most of his life, has
several antique and classic automobiles. The Model A will be on

Yesterday’s cars on display at car show

display at the 20th Annual Car Show this weekend at the Howard

County Fairbarns.

Some of the other trophys include best engine and
best upholstery. A Hard-Luck award is also given to
the owner that had the most difficulties getting to
the show. “If someone has a breakdown, a wreck,
their car falls off the trailer, or something like that,
they get the Hard Luck award,” said Brumley.

maculate gray lacquer paint job,
black interior and new white-wall
tires for the spoke wheels.

Edwards has been working
with automobiles for most of his
life. Among the other treasures in
his garage is a ‘‘cherry’”’ '66
Mustang with original interior.
Although the Mustang has no
noticeakble tears in the carpet or
upholstery, Edwards said, “It’s
not in perfect condition, but itisin
good condition.”

There is also a classification for
race cars where people can show
their circle-tracker, or digger (a

kind of drag racing car), said
Brumley. ““The classic cars are
things like early Corvettes,
Thunderbirds and MGs.”’

Early Cars of Big Spring found-
ed the show 20 years ago, accor-
ding to Brumley. Big Spring Rod
and Custom joined in several
years ago, adding new entries
and catagories to the event.

Some of the other trophys in-
clude best engine and best
upholstery. A Hard-Luck award
is also given to the owner that had
the most difficulties getting to the
show. ‘“‘If someone has a

Herald phote by Tim Appel

breakdown, a wreck, their car
falls off the trailer, or something
like that, they get the Hard Luck
award,” said Brumley.

The show includes a model car
contest for all ages. There is no
entry fee for the models.

Participants in the event can
begin moving into the fair barn
Friday at.1 p.m., and the entry
fee is $20. Brumley explained,
“We just try to break even with
the entry fees and ticket prices. If
we have money left over, we
either donate it or use it for a pic
nic around Labor Day.”

The event will run from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $3 for
adults and $1 for children;
children are free if accompanied
by an adult. Coordinators for the
event are Walter Brumley, Jesse
Jones and Michael Burcham.

‘“This is a real family-oriented
get-together, the participants are
the judges, and everyone just has
a good time,”’ said Brumley.

The eleven contestants from Howard County
schools await their turn in the annval Howard
County Spelling Bee Tuesday afternoon. Con-

testants became eligible for the county bee by win-

Ethan Schrecengost from Forsan
Junior High dropping out in the
third round.

Stephen Lopez from Coahoma
Elementary misspelled his word in
the fourth round

That left three contestants, Ami
Vasanawala from Goliad Middle
School, Schooler and Nguyen. The
three correctly spelled their words

in the next 12 rounds. In round 17,
the contestants were given harder
words. Vasanawala missed
“belligerent’’ to set the stage for
the final round between Nguyen
and Schooler.

Nguyen, the daughter of Dr. and

Mrs. Tra Nguyen, was upholding 4’
family tradition of winning the
spelling bee. In 1989 her older

Herald photo by Bill Ayres i
ning the spelling contests in their own schools.
Tuesday’s winner will go on to regional competi-
tion in Lubbock.

brother Carvel won the Howard
County bee and the Lubbock
Regional bee to advance to the
finals in Washington, D.C. A
younger brother, Brian, competed
this year.

Nguyen will represent Howard
County in the regional spelling bee
April 6 in Lubbock at Montery High
School. Schooler, as alternate, will

compete if Nguyen is unable to go.

More than 200 words were
selected from the ‘‘Scripps
Howard’’ book of practice words.
First round words ranged from
‘“abundant’’ to ‘‘velocity’”. In-
termediate words were used for the
final two rounds and ranged from
‘“accreditation’’ to ‘‘sensibility’’.

The spelling bee had represen-
tatives from 11 of 12 county
schools. Coahoma Junior High did
not compete this year.

The enunciator was Mary Dudley .
of Howard College. Her respon-
sibility was to pronounce each.
word and provide a definition if re-
quested by the contestants.

Judging the event were Linda
Roger, executive vice president of -
the Chamber of Commerce; Greg:
Brooks, owner of Blum's Jewelers;
and Betty Johansen, copy editor at
the Big Sprihg Herald.

The Howard County Spelling Bee
is sponsored by the Herald and was
coordinated by Bill Ayres, city
editor. Prior to beginning the bee,
Robert Wernsman, publisher of the
Herald welcomed the contestants
and their families and con-
gratulated the champions and
alternates for their achievement.

P e

Nguyen 18th-round winner of county spelling bee
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Sidelines

NASA reopens

tourist sites

HOUSTON (AP) — Three
popular tourist attractions at
the Johnson Space Center have
been reopened after being clos-
ed because of security con-
cerns prompted by the Persian
Gulf War, officials say

A NASA spokesman said
Tuesday that the three
buildings that house the Mis-—
sion Control Center, the space
station and space shuttle mock-
ups, and lunar samples col-
lected by the Apollo astronauts
were reopened Saturday.

Authorities closed the
buildings to the public as a
precaution on Jan. 17, after the
war began, spokesman Kelly
Humphries said

“For the most part, it's going
to be back to normal,” Hum-
phries said

Reorganization of
DHS suggested

AUSTIN (AP) — State
lawmakers are considering a
sweeping reorganization of the
troubled Texas welfare depart-
ment that would include break-
ing the massive agency up into
a number of smaller entities.

Department of Human Ser-
vices officials, during a six-
hour meeting with the Senate
Finance Committee, were
questioned Tuesday the depart-
ment’s budget woes, its pro-
cedures for issuing consultant
contracts and its outdated com-
puter system.

Committee chairman Sen.
John Montford, D-Lubbock,
said he thinks the agency is
“out of control.”” Montford call-
ed DHS inefficient and poorly
managed.

The department — the se-
cond largest state agency —
has more than 17,000
employees and an annual
budget topping $5 billion.

Study shows

crime does pay

AUSTIN (AP) — A conser-
vative think tank said crime is
increasing because ‘‘crime
pays."”’

The National Center for
Policy Analysis released a
study Tuesday saying that the
Texas crime rate has increased
29 percent since 1980, while the
national crime rate dropped 4
percent

“We have more crime in
Texas because crime pays,”
said Morgan Reynolds, a Texas
A&M University economist who
conducted the study

“For an increasing number
of people, crime is a very
lucrative occupation,” he said.

The expected punishment for
murder in Texas is 2 years;
rape, 5.3 months; robbery, 2
months; and aggravated
assault 8.2 days, according to
the study

“Most crimes are not irra-
tional acts,”” Reynolds said
“People campare the expected
benefits of crime with the ex
pected costs. The reason crime
has increased is that more
potential criminals have con-
cluded that the benefits
outweigh the costs.”

City Bits
MINIMUM CHARGE $4.80
DEADLINE CB ADS:

3 p m day prior to pubhcation
SUNDAY 3 p m.Fniday

DAILY

NEED EXTRA CASH??? Call
Debbie at City Finance for infor
mation. 263-4962

LADIES NIGHT!!! Ladies self
defense class starts Thursday,
March 7 BARNETT'S
ISSHINRYU KARATE, 115 East
Third St. For more information
call 267-5819.

HELP! Volunteers needed to
help with cats at the Humane
Society Adoption Center. Two
hours per week can make a dif
ference. Call 267-6165

Ask Amy or Darci about the
BIG 3 RATE on your next
classified ad' Call 263-7331, Big
Spring Herald classified
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Texans fighting to keep military bases off hit list

WASHINGTON (AP) The
cease-fire in the Middle East had
barely taken hold before Texans
were drawn into a home-front fight
over keeping the state’'s military
installations off a Pentagon base
closings list

Texans are touting the role of the
state’s military installations in the
Persian Gulf War to back
arguments for expanding their
missions or keeping them open as
the Pentagon prepares a list of
bases to be reviewed for closure or
realignment. The list is due April
15.

“Iraqi aggression

Feds crack
down on
open tanks

VICTORIA (AP) - A task force
is cracking down on open oil tanks
and pits that are a fatal attraction
for migratory birds crossing South
Texas.

Although the federal Migratory
Bird Treaty Act does not require
open pits and tanks to be covered,
it does hold lease helders responsi-
ble. for the deaths of any birds or
wildlife that fall into the tanks.

Finding a dead bird in an open
tank is almost an automatic con-
viction, said Tom Healey, special
agent for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

That's because. the act protects
nearly all birds found in Texas, not
just those that appear on the state
and federal lists of endangered or
threatened birds, Healey said.

“There might be six or eight
species of birds not protected,”’ he
said, listing sparrows and starlings
as examples because they are not
native to the U S.

By Tuesday night, the agents
reported inspecting 264 sites{ of
which 76 were not covered. F(}ur

was halted

dead birds were found in Yjctopia
County tanks and one bird éareass
was found in a Wharton County
tank.

Carcasses netted this week from
the tanks will be sent to a forensic
specialist who will identify what
species they are. Birds listed under
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act may
cost individuals up to $5,000 in fines
each, and corporations may be fin-
ed up to $10,000 per bird.

Federal officials told the Victoria
Advocate that more than 500,000
birds migrating across the oil
fields of Texas, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Kansas die each
year when they mistake an open oil
tank or pit for a pond of refreshing
water.

As soon as their wing tips brush
the oily surface, they are doomed

New]fWed astronauts

because of the rapid movement of
thousands of troops and millions of
tons of equipment, much of which
came from or through Texas,"' Sen
Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, said
Tuesday.

Bentsen, Sen. Phil Gramm, and
Rep. J.J.““Jake" Pickle, D-Austin,
in one of the first strikes since the
cease-fite, appealed in a letter
Tuesday to Air Force Secretary

Donald B. Rice to keep Bergstrom -

Air Force Base a key installation.
The lawmakers touted the base's
strategic location and modern
facilities

Bentsen said the war should lead

the Pentagon to reconsider its
military base needs and priorities
And the lessons learned could
make the case for Texas installa-
tions that had been targeted for
closure or cutbacks. They include
Fort Hood's 2nd Armored Division,
the Red River Depot in Texarkana,
Bergstrom in Austin and Carswell
Air Force Base in Fort Worth, the
Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant
in Karnack, and Chase Field Naval
Air Station in Beeville

The war may also make the case
for expanding the mission at other
bases, such as El Paso’s Fort Bliss,
home of the Scud-busting Patriot

missile, Bentsen said.

“We're getting down to the mo-
ment of truth,” said Gramm, R-
Texas, who met Tuesday with an
Air Force chief to discuss the
state’s bases as part of a continu-
ing effort to review the mission of
each installation in Texas with
high-ranking Pentagon officials,
including Secretary Dick Cheney.

Gramm and Bentsen, however,
warned that with tens of thousands
of military and civilian employees
in the state, Texas is bound to feel
the effects of the Pentagon's efforts
to cut 500,000 uniformed personnel
over five years.

Pony tales

Wheel, left, meets with

AUSTIN — Singer Ray Benson of Asleep at the
eight-year-old Zach
Toungate, who had been placed in isolation at his
Bastrop school because of his ponytail. Benson’s
band took part in a benefit Tuesday night in

Austin to help defray the Toungates’ legal ex-
penses. Benson said he could relate to the boy’s
plight because he was expelled from school for
having long hair.

Associated Press photo

Panel calls for sentence review
for victims of domestic violence

AUSTIN (AP) State officials
would review the sentences of bat-
tered women and children who kilt-
ed the husband or parent who abus
ed them under a resolution passed
by a Senate committee.

“Only when their histories as vic-
tims of domestic violence are taken
into account can we fairly deter
mine the justice of their
sentences,’” says the resolution by
Sen. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D
Dallas N

The Senate Criminal Justi¢e
Committee approved the resolution

allowed to fly together

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
For astronauts Mark Leée and
Jan Davis, it's a wedding gift that's
out of this world. After much
debate, NASA is letting the
newlyweds become the first couple
to fly together in space

NASA normally avoids putting
husbands and wives on the same
shuttle flights. But because Lee
and David got married after being
assigned to a 1992 scientific
research mission, the agency
decided against splitting them up

Lee and David are the third mar
ried couple among about 80 current
astronauts and 23 astronauts in
training

“It’s good to think the space pro
gram 18 becoming like the real
world,”" said astronaut M. Rhea
Seddon, wife of astronaut Robert
“*Hoot'' Gibson. The other
astronaut couple are Bonnie Dun
bar and Ronald Sega, an astronaut
in traimng

Lee and Davis were married in
January, 1', years after being
assigned to a September 1992 mis-
sion aboard the new shuttle
Endeavour.

NASA officials spent nearly two
months deciding what to do.

“You can worry about a lot of
things with married people flying
together,”” Seddon said. “Will a
spouse show their mate preference
of some sort, or will.it be a problem
if they’re having disagreements at
home? But I think all of those are
kind of far-fetched.”

NASA spokeswoman Barbara
Schwartz said Tuesday an excep-
tion was made for Lee and Davis.
“It does not change policy,”” she
said.

NASA believes each crew
member should be an equal in
teracting with the others, and
couples could upset the balance
Also, if the couple have children,
NASA doesn’t want both parents on
the same flight in case of an acci
dent, Schwartz said

Lee, 38, an Air Force lieutenant
colonel, will serve as payload eom
mander for the Spacelab mission, a
joint U.S -Japanese venture He
has flown in space once before

et e tmeenc)

MARK LEE

JAN DAVIS

It will be the first shuttle flight
for Davis, 37, an engineer

L.ee and Davis have refused in
terview requests regarding their
marriage. But Schwartz said they
are thrilled about flying together

Seddon and Gibson would have
jumped at such an opportunity
after they were married in May
1981, but not now that they have
children. One son is 8 years old, the
other is almost 2 ,

“You don’t want to leave the kids
as/orphans,™ Gibson said.

Because of the risk, Seddon and
Gibson also refuse to fly together in
training - jets. They even avoid
traveling on the same commercial
airliner

Gibson, 44, a Navy commander,
is more nervous watching his wife
being launched into space than he
is when he’s going up, and she feels
the same way about him. Seddon
has an added worry — her husband
is a self-described ‘‘hopeless flying
addict.”

Gibson was racing a single-
engine plane in a Texas air show in
July when he collided with another
plane. He landed safely, but the
other pilot was killed. NASA
grounded Gibson for violating a
policy that restricts high-risk
recreational activities for
astronauts assigned to shuttle
flights

Free to fly for pleasure during
his one-year shuttle suspension,
Gibson set a world altitude record
for small piston-engine aircraft on
Jan. 31. He flgw to 27,040 feet in his
home-built u?::u-

with a 4-0 vote Tuesddy, sending it
to the full Senate for-consideration

According to the resolution, a
woman is beaten every 18 seconds
in the United States. In Texas,
estimates are that 650,000 women
are abused by their husbands on a
regular basis

In 60 percent of homes where a
woman is beaten, the children also
are abused, said the resolution. Of
boys age 11 to 20 who have killed so
meone, 63 percent have killed a
man who was abusing their
mother

CHIROPRACTOR

Dr. Bill T. Chrane
263-3182
1409 Lancaster

INTRODUCING...
Bradberry Video Productions

Now Featuring 8Bmm & Slide
transfer to VHS

CALL NOW 263-1468

‘Put Your Memories On Video'

The resolution asks Gov. Ann
Richards to direct the Board of
Pardons and Paroles to investigate
murder and manslaughter cases
that were directly related to
domestic violence.

The board would report back to
Richards with any recommenda-
tions for pardons or clemency.

The case reviews would be done
in conjunction with the Council on
Family Violence. Richards sup-
ports such an investigation, said
Chuck McDonald, a spokesman for
the governor

Although base closure legislation
approved by Congress last year
overrides a 1990 list of Pentagon
recommendations of bases to be
shuttered or realigned, Texas of-
ficials say the state’s installations
on that list remain vulnerable this
time around.

Cheney had recommended clos-
ing Bergstrom, with 5,600 military
and civilian employees; Chase
Field, with 1,200 worker<; the Red
River Army Depot, with 5,600
employees in Texarkana; and the
Longhorn Army Ammunition
Plant, with 900 workers.

Cigarette
tax could
help parks

AUSTIN (AP) — Government of-
ficials and environmental and
health groups threw their weight
behind a proposal to increase the
state cigarette tax by 2 cents and
spend the money on parks.

*Our local parks deserve the at-
tention and the funds to ensure that
alt future Texans will have the op-
portunity to enjoy this valuable
resource,”’ said Chet Brooks, D-
Pasadena, the senate sponsor of
the bill.

“The creation and support of
local parks is an important part of
the lives of millions of Texans,”
state Rep. Rene Oliveira, D-
Brownsville, the House author,
said.

The 2-cent increase would pro-
duce about $14 million in additional
revenue for the Texas Department
of Parks and Wildiife and boost the
state cigarette tax from 41 cents
per pack to 43 cents.

Texas' cigarette tax is the second
highest in the nation behind Hawaii
at 44 cents per pack, according to
the state comptroller’s office.

Oliveira’'s bill would also
establish a permanent Texas Park
Trust Fund and designate indoor
recreation centers as eligible to
receive matching grant assistance.

The trust fund would remain un-
touched until it totaled $250 million,
then the interest would be used for
parks, Oliveira said.

Andrew Sansom, executive
director of the parks agency, said
Texas ranks 30th in the nation in
the amount of park space per
population.

“That is a competitive disadvan-
tage,”’ when trying to lure recrea-
tion dollars to the state, Sansom
said.

Oliveira said most smokers
would be willing to pay 2 more
cents if the money went td increas-
ing parklands.

PLAIN or FANCY
We Have The
DOORS
You Need

Separate or Installed
For Estimates

CALL 267-5811
Boh's Custom
Woodwork

5150 La%Z 5150

“Look Who's Talking Too"
PG-13 7:10-9:10
Sat. & Sun. Matinee 2:10 P.M.

‘‘Edward Scissorhands’’
PG-13 7:00 & 9:00
Sat. & Sun. Matinee 2:00 P.M.
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HYDENS

AUTO REPAIR
2709 WASSON RD. 263-3213

Transmission
Overhaul Most Cars

$28900

+ tax and fluld

FREE DIAGNOSIS

John Pearce

IS NOW AT

The Hair Clinic

2105-A Gregg
“For All Your Quality Huair
Carce Needs!!!
Tuesday-Saturday
FOR AN APPOINTMENT

caLL 267-1444

$19.95 Per Room

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

HOT CARPET CLEANING
'SPECIAL

m‘ “m‘
And Restoration Services
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL |

24-HOUR
264-0133

THE MOST ADVANCED COMMERCIAL TRUCK MOUNTED
EQUIPMENT AND HIGHLY TRAINED PROFESSIONALS
R e

CARPET
CLEANING

24-HOUR
264-0133

Income Tax Service * Bookkeeping
e Business Service *
Audits * Reviews ¢ Compilations

Certified Public Accountant

P.0O. Box 3646
Big Spring, Tx. 79721
L

E. 1-20 COLORADO CITY

| ELDRED E. GRAY |

(915) 267-5938

D

WOOD'S FAMILY SHOES

728-3722

OPEN 8:30-6:00 MONDAY-SATURDAY
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COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
(AP) — A data recorder from a
United jet indicated the flight was
normal until its last six seconds,
when the plane plunged headlong
into a park, killing all 25 people on
board, an investigator says.

Initial analysis of the flight
data recorder showed the Boeing
737’s speed jumped from 184 mph
.to 245 mph and its altitude plum-
meted, Jack Lauber of the Na-

tional Transportation Safety
Board said Tuesday.
‘““Everything is normal.

Nothing is out of the ballpark un-

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Canada will achieve a long-
sought commitment from the
United States when President
Bush and Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney sign a.pact next week to
curb U.S.-caused acid rain
pollution.

The U.S.-Canada Acid Raid Ac-
cord will commit both countries
to specific timetables on reducing
acid rain. It will primarily affect
airborne pollutants that travel
from U.S. industrial sources to
pollute Canada’s air, but it also is
aimed at cutting the Canadian

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A
USAir flight made an unschedul-
ed stop after a passenger alleged-
ly became abusive when he
wasn’t allowed to smoke and the
crew couldn’t find enough cards
for him to play with,

Sam J. Tirone, 46, of Las Vegas,
appeared in federal court before
Magistrate John Paul Godich on
Tuesday charged with assaulting
and intimidating crew members
on USAir Flight 695 from
Philadelphia to Las Vegas.

The FBI said Tirone, a Las
Vegas car salesman, became

SEATTLE (AP) — In-
vestigators looking for signs of
cyanide in tens of thousands of
Sudafed capsules recalled Sun-
day said they have found three
that obviously were tampered
with.

The search began after Sudafed
12 Hour cold capsules that had
been laced with cyanide Kkilled
two people and sickened a third in
the Puget Sound area last month.

The latest suspect capsule,
found Tuesday, contained powder
rather than granules, lacked a
blue safety seal and did not carry
the Sudafed name, Food and
Drug Administration photos
show.

As for the package, the tape
seal around the box was reglued
and the aluminum on the blister
pack had been pulled back, then
pushed back into place, he said.

_
Flight normal until last seconds

Bush, Mulroney sign acid rain pact

Plane lands for passenger’s arrest

Capsules show signs of tampering

til the last six seconds,’’ he said.

The cause of Sunday’s crash re-
mains a mystery, Lauber said.

The flight data recorder was
not expected to help much
because it was an old model that
did not contain much informa-
tion, he said.

So far, the investigation has
shown that engines were running
when the plane hit the ground,
meaning there was no evidence of
failure in ““major hardware,” and
fuel and oil were available, he
said.

pollution that affects New York
state.

Canada has said that marine
life in as many as 14,000 lakes is in
jeopardy from U.S.-caused acid
rain.

From the U.S. standpoint, the
Bush administration will commit
to carry out the reductions
already required by the Clean Air
Act that Congress passed and
Bush signed last year.

The law, the first revamping of
air pollution in more than a
decade, requires curbs on
smokestack emissions

angry Monday night because the
crew wouldn't Jet him smoke and
couldn’t provide him with three
decks of playing cards.

First Officer Mark Horvath left
the cockpit to explain the no-
smoking policy and the rule
against touching flight atten-
dants, the agent said. The first of-
fider said that if Tirone did not
behave, the plane would land
short of its destination.

“The passenger responded,
‘OK, then let’s land short,’’

Passengers applauded as an
FBI agent boarded the plane

SUSPECT CAPSULE, LOWER
LEFT

- . *

4

£ * '-~«'lﬂ

Army holds positions
PAKRAC, Yugoslavia — A Yugoslav soldier keeps the watch
along with a dog at a position in the town of Pakrac, some 120 miles
away from the Croatian capital of Zagreb, Tuesday. Yugoslav ar-
my forces are still deployed to prevent clashes between Croatia’s
paramilitary police and Serb radicals seeking autonomy.

Associated Press photo
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Videotape shows that
police beat a suspect

LOS ANGELES (AP) Police
repeatedly clubbed and kicked a
motorist lying on the ground, and a
bystander caught it on videotape.
Now the FBI and the district at-
torney are considering whether to
charge the officers, -

Civil Tights activists Tuesday
branded the beating part of a pat-
tern of police mlGO(EIdU(.t in the na
tion's second-argest city. \

Police Chief Daryl Gatés said if
the officers’ actions prove to be out
of line, it could not be considered
representative of his department

Police reports on the incident
asserted that Rodney Glenn King,
who allegedly had driven a car in
volved in a chase, tried to get up off
the ground and charge an officer
and tried again even after being
shocked with a stun gun.

The videotape, played on na-
tional television Tuesday, showed
King did try to get to his feet at one
point but gave no indication he
tried to strike any of about 10 of
ficers surrounding him.

The neighbor who made the
videotape and three other
witnesses also said King did not
fight the officers.

After the beating, said one
witness, Dorothy Gibson, the of-
ficers ‘“‘were all laughing and
chuckling like they had just had a
party.”

Throughout most of the two
minute tape King is on his back or
on his stomach while several of
ficers flail at his head, arms and
legs with nightsticks. One officer is
seen kicking King at least six
times.

In all, King was struck or kicked
about 30 times.

King, 25, was treated at a
hospital for two days before being
taken to jail Tuesday. He suffered

a broken leg and bruised arm and
the *‘side of his face was deform-
ed,” said his wife, Crystal

The FBI announced Tuesday that
it will investigate possible civil
rights violations, spokesman Fred
Reagan said

The district attorney's Special
Investigations Division, which ex-
amines allegations of police
brutality, said it, too, is opening an
inquiry

“We want to determine if there is
a criminal case against the  of-
ficers,” spokeswoman Sandi Gib-
bons said. **“We're going to proceed
on this very quickly.”

Police internal affairs in-
vestigators made copies of the tape
for their investigation.

Gates said: “Even if we deter-
mine that the officers were out of
line, it i1s an aberration. ... Anyone
who viewed this tape would hasten
to make a quick judgment."

Prosecutors have not decided
whether to charge King, who
previously was convicted of a 1989
robbery. King was booked for in-
vestigation of evading police of-
ficers and investigation of parole
violation. Bail was not immediate-
ly set.

Ramona Ripston of the
American Civil Liberties Union
said the police chief “*‘must be held
responsible for this kind of brutal
response. She said that her ACLU
chapter| receives about 55 calls
alleging police brutality each
week

‘The time has come to take a
very deep look at what the depart-
ment does,” she said, adding that
racism might have played a part in
the attack

King s black. Police did not
release the identities or races of
the officers
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JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa (AP) — Two key witnesses
who had said they feared for their
lives reversed themselves today
and agreed to testify against Win
nie Mandela on kidnapping and
assault charges

The witnesses’ decision ap
pears to save the prosecution’s
case from collapse

Kenneth Kgase and Tabiso
Mono had said they were too
frightened to testify, but today
they told Justice M.S. Stegmanr
they had changed their minds
They did not say why

Today, Kgase began testifying
how he and three others were ab
ducted from a Methodist Church

LIMA, Peru (AP) — The Peru-
vian cholera epidemic is ap
proaching 55,000 cases, and of-
ficials in Ecuador report the first
death in a neighboring country

The death toll for the epidemic,
now in its sixth week, rose Tues
day to 258 in Peru, with 65 deaths

reported in the first days of
March.
Health officials around the

country indicate that while the
number of new cases had been
declining, there has been a surge
in recent days.

““The number of cases arriving
1s reaching the levels that we had
at the beginning of the epidemic,”’
said Dr. Sigilberto Cassiano, of
Lima's Dos de Mayo hospital.

Health Ministry figures releas-
ed Tuesday showed 54,907 cases

NEW DELHI, India (AP)
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar
resigned today, saying he can no
longer run his minority govern-
ment because of manipulation by
former Indian leader Rajiv
Gandhi.

Chandra Shekhar's dramatic
declaration in Parliament touch-
ed off an immediate political
uproar. Even some opposition
politicians who had criticized the
prime minister in the past today
upbraided Gandhi’'s Congress
Party, India’s largest.

Gandhi has made a series of ill
disguised power plays in recent
weeks. His party boycotted
Parliament on Tuesday and today
in a dispute over alleged police
surveillance of his official
residence

Chandra Shekhar said he asked
President Ramaswam)
Venkataraman, who accepted his
resignation, to arrange for new
elections, instead of trying to

Two key witnesses agree to (e«
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reshape the art.

first comes to mind.

other.

master classes.

Ballerina was
defining figure

For a great many people Margot Fonteyn — alone, and
later with Rudolf Nureyev — was the essence of the

By general agreement, including her own, she wasn’t a
brilliant technician. But her artistry — a magic combina-
tion of musical sense, refinement, passion and personality
— made her the defining figure in dance for the better
part of an incredible 40 years. In those years, she helped

When she died a few days ago, at the age of 71, her
name was still the one that, among the great ballerinas,

Fonteyn, in fact, had two careers, the first beginning in
the mid-1930s. As a teenager she joined the British com-
pany that was to become the Royal Ballet and became the
defining dancer for the great choreographer Sir Frederick
Ashton. For thousands of people, she was Giselle or
Juliet, or Aurora in ‘‘Sleeping Beauty.”

But in 1962, at 42; an age when most dancers have
finished their careers, she began what amounted to a se-
cond career with Nureyev, the 23-year-old male star of
the Kirov Ballet. She had defected.

In their styles — her demure beauty, his tousled
physically — they seemed altogether different, but they
complemented, respected and enriched one another in
such a way that one was rarely mentioned without the

In their first performance together at the Royal Ballet
(in “‘Giselle‘‘) they received 23 curtain calls, and
thereafter they toured Europe and the United States in a
ong series of memorable performances.

Fonteyn, who married a Panamanian diplomat who was
later paralyzed in an assassination attempt, lived on a
ranch in Panama, where she devoted much of the suc-
ceeding 25 years to his care. But she continued her
career, occasionally dancing even in her 60s and teaching

She once said that “‘I can’t think why anyone dances. It
hurts so much, one’s almost always in pain somewhere.*
Maybe that’s why she was so great.

Wind, sun are viable

5 Fon

energy alternatives

By BILL AYRES
City Editor

Now that the war in the Gulf ap-
pears to be over, maybe
Washington can turn its attention
to matters at home.

One of the most pressing issues
is the development of a com-
prehensive national energy policy.

During the last two decades,
America was made painfully
aware of its dependence on
foreign oil. Even though tne oil
crunch didn't get quite as bad in
West Texas as in the rest of the
nation, I still remember the lines
created by the oil embargo in the
70s. For the first time, owning a
car became a burden instead of a
convenience. You had to plan
every trip around the availability
of fuel

The nation began looking at
alternative fuels, diesel for cars,
coal for electricity. Research was
accelerated in nuclear, solar and
wind powered generating
facilities

But then the crisis ended and
we quickly settled back into our
old ways

When the oil market crashed in
the 80s, we were still heavily
dependent on foreign imports
True, we had cut our imports, but
not enough. When the price drop-
ped, domestic production fell and
energy costs climbed

So, what happen to all that
research? I don’t understand why
solar and wind power can’t be ex-
ploited in this area

Think about it. How many days
of the year do we go without sun-
shine? And how many days of the
year does the wind not blow?

I understand most of the new
wind generators can produce
enough energy to power the
average home. The same for solar
collectors. The biggest problem is
overhead, but once that is out of
the way, the energy generated
should free

I saw a house in Lubbock
designed to make maximum use
of the West Texas sun. Half of the
roof was a series of solar panels
Underneath was a recirculating
water system to allow the sun to
heat the water. Beneath the foun-
dation was a series of collectors,
similar to batteries, to store

For what
it’s worth

energy until needed.

I was told the house cost more
than $250,000 to build. But the
owner figured he would be able to
save thousands of dollars each
year by not having to pay for gas
or electricity.

Now, there's the real problem.
If homeowners could afford to
switch to alternative energy
sources, what would happen to the
utility companies? Profits would
drop, forcing those customers still
with them to pay higher rates.
Then those people would try to
find cheaper alternatives. It
would be a vicious cycle with the
utility companies losing in the
end.

But never fear. This is America,
land of imaginative thinking. It
wouldn’t take long for the utility
companies to discover a way to
charge for the use of wind and
suniight.

By offering wind generators to
customers at a reduced lease
rate, the utility company would be
able to maintain a monthly billing
system as they presently do

The sun presents a more com-
plex problem. I guess the‘utility
companies could force cities to
adopt a code requiring builders to
purchase solar panels from the
utility company or design a
canopy to cover the home.

Of course the canopy would be
owned by the utility company,
who could raise or lower it to
allow in the proper amount of
sunlight to power the home or
business. On cloudy days or night,
the utility company would offer a
dual system, solar for daytime
and electricity other times.

All joking aside, here in the
southwest we have an abundance
of sunlight and wind. Man has
been fascinated by fire since the
stone age. The time has come to
stop burning things and look for
safer, cleaner sources of energy

And that's for what it’s worth!

Quotes

““The United States respects and
believes in the territorial integrity
of Iraq, and we do not believe that
other states should involve
themselves in the internal matters
of Iraq, and that other states
should refrain from interfering in

Iraq’s internal affairs.” State
Department spokeswoman
Margaret Tutwiler cautioning Iran
and other outsiders to stay out of
the civil strife that has afflicted a
dozen Iraqi cities

““The fight to liberate Iraq will be
a long, violent battle.”” — Hoshyar
Zebari, a spokesman for the Kur
distan Democratic Party

“l may not agree with what you say, but I will
defend to the death your right to say it.”” — Voltaire

WASHINGTON — Among the
exhibits was a diagram of the
murder scene. It indicated where
the terribly wounded body of the
3-year-old boy had lain. During
her closing argument to the jury,
the assistant district attorney took
the butcher knife the defendant
had used. She stabbed a hole in
the diagram. This, she said, is
what Pervis Tyrone Payne did to
a defenseless child.

There was more. The state
showed the sentencing jury a
videotape, in color, of the bloody
corpses of 28-year-old Clarisse
Christopher and her 2-year-old _-
daughter Leslie Jo. The tape had
been made an hour after the
crime. The blood was still fresh
and vivid, the vacant eyes still
staring.

Four years ago tEe jury sentenced

Payne to death. Tennessee's
Suprame Cowrt affirmed the deci-
sion in 1987. Now the U.S.
Supreme Court is about to hear
argument in the case, and once
more we will grasp a cynical but
immutable truth of jurisprudence:
The Constitution is what the
judges say it is. This time the
Constitution will be what Justice
David Souter says it is.

Over the past 200 years, the Bill
of Rights has not changed by so
much as a comma. The 14th
Amendment, which mystically in-
corporated the Bill of Rights, re-
mains just as it was ratified in
1868. But judges come and go, and
that is all that matters.

Consider the pending case of
Payne v. Tennessee, and turn
back the clock, if you will, to June
15, 1987. That was when the high
court split 5-4 in the case of Booth
v. Maryland.

During the trial phase, Booth
had been found guilty of stabbing
to death an elderly Baltimore cou-

DO YOU HAVE
ANYTHING FOR
THE MOTHER OF ALL
HEADACHES?

ple. During the sentencing phase,
the prosecution offered a ‘‘Victim
Impact Statement’’ (VIS) in

which the state described the high

regard in which the victims had
been held. The statement dealt

with the effect of the murders

upon members of the family. A

son said bitterly that his parents

had been ‘‘butchered like

animals.” The sentencing jury
voted for death.

Booth appealed. He argued that
it is cruel and unusual punish-
ment, in violation of the Eighth
Amendment, for a jury to con-
sider such ‘‘irrelevant and inflam-
matory’’ material at the sentenc-
ing phase. Speaking through
Justice Lewis Powell, the
Supreme Court agreed. The use of
such Victim Impact Statements,
said Powell, creates a risk of an
“‘arbitrary and capriciou$” deci-
sion. The character of the victims,
and the emotional reaction of
family members, have nothing to
do with the moral guilt and per-
sonal responsibility of the
accused.

Justices White, O’Connor, Scalia
and Chief Justice Rehnquist
dissented. It is all very well, said
White, to consider the defendant
as an individual, but ‘‘so too the
victim is an individual whose
death represents a unique loss to
society and in particular to his
family.” Scalia remarked
separately that ‘‘the amount of
harm one causes does bear upon
the extent of his ‘personal

responsibility.’”’

In the two years following the
Booth decision, Justice Powell
retired, to be succeeded by
Justice Anthony Kennedy. Mean-
while some trial courts obediently
adopted Powell's thinking. Other
jurisdictions found reasons to get
around it. To resolve these con-
flicts, the high court tried again.
On June 12, 1989, speaking
through Justicé William Brennan,
the court again nullified a death
sentence that had been influenced
by the prosecution’s inflammatory
rhetoric. Again the vote was 5-4.
The case was South Carolina v.
Gathers.

This time Justice White reluc-
tantly concurred. He was unwill-
ing to overrule a case so recently
decided. O’Connor, Kennedy,
Scalia and Rehnquist, dissenting,
had no such reservations. They
announced candidly that in their
view the Booth case had been
wrongly decided. They were
prepared to overrule it then and
there.

Now Justice Brennan has
retired; Justice David Souter has
come on to succeed him. The pen-
ding case of Pervis Tyrone Payne
parallels_the Booth case in every
material way: a brutal stabbing,
two dead. Payne nearly killed the
little boy also. The Supreme Court
of Tennessee would note that
some of the stab wounds ‘‘went all
the way through the boy’s body.”
The evidence against Payne was
overwhelming. The state’s
rhetoric was plainly emotional.

Tennessee's chief justice, in af-
firming the death sentence, scorn-
ed the notion that it violates the
Eighth Amendment to note the
harm done to victims of crime. In
that view I concur absolutely.
Defendants have rights that dre
well protected. But victims have
rights as well.
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“The drought’s going to make this produce expensive!”

| Letters

Letters to the editor on issues of
general interest always are welcomed by
the Big Spring Herald and always are
printed if these guidelines are followed

Letters should be 350 words or less
typewritten if possible, and double
spaced. If not, the handwriting must be
legible to reduce chances for mistakes

They are subject to editing, but the
essence of the writer’'s message will not
be altered. Letters exceeding the *
350-word limit will be cut

Please write your name and address on
the letter and include a daytime phone’
number for verification. Letters submit
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Things
that will
get you

_ There are probably a lot of peo-
ple like me who want to keep
abreast of Things That Will Get
You.

My interest in Things That Will
Get You started when I was 5.

One evening my mother cooked
liver for dinner. It was the first
time I had ever been served liver.

I took a bite of liver off my
plate and immediately gagged
and spit the bite of liver back onto
my plate.

‘“‘Are you trying to poison me?”’
I asked my mother.

‘‘Eat that liver right now,”’ my
mother said. “It’s good for you.”
The liver debate contjnued for
several minutes. My mother tried

the old, ‘‘You're going to sit at
this table until you eat that liver,”
ploy on me. '

I countered with, *‘I don’t care
if I have to sit here until I'm 22,
I'm not going to eat this stuff.”

At this point my mother went
with her other pitch.

“If you don’t eat that liver,”’ she
threatened, ‘‘the Boogie Man is
going to get you.”’

The Boogie Man? It was the
first time I ever heard of such a
person. Was he real? He must be.
My mother didn’'t make up things.

Santa had been real, hadn’t he?
He ate the cookies and drank the
milk I left for him on Christmas
Eve and he brought me a set of
Lincoln Logs just like I'd ask him
to, hadn't he?

What did this Boogie Man look
like? He was probably a large
person with scars all over his face
and a big nose.

. He also probably carried a sack
and what he did when he got you
was put you in his sack and take
you off someplace and made you
eat liver three times a day. I took
no chances. I ate my liver.

I bring all this up because I
heard of a great new Thing That
Will Get You. They were talking
about U.S. planes on television,
planes that flattened Iraq, and
they called one type of aircraft a
Warthog

A Warthog? What on earth is a
Warthog? Is it a real thing? Must
be. They were talking about it on
television. Does a Warthog snort
fire and blood, have warts all over
it, and get you by rubbing all over
you so you'll have head to toe
warts, too?

A Warthog. What an awful,
scary name. ‘‘Warthog from
Hell.”" *“Warthog's Revenge."
“The Warthog That Got Little
Lewis."”

Warthog joins my long list of
Things That Will Get You. If I
ever have a child who refuses to
eat liver, 1 will say, ‘“Eat that
liver, or the Warthog is going to
get you."”

Warthog joins the Boogie Man,
of course, along with the Monster
Under the Bed, The Skeleton in
the Closet, The Face in the
Bedroom Window, The Cop-
perheaded Water Rattlers, the
meanest kind of snake in the
world, Wombats and
Wooleyboogers.

Saddam Hussein is a Boogie
Man gone berserk, a Warthog, a
Wombat, a Wooleybooger, and he
invented liver.

And some wonder why we went
to war.

Copyright 1991 by Cowles Syndicate,
Inc.
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Addresses

In Austin:

TROY FRASER, Represen-
tative, 69th District, P.O. Box
2910, Austin, TX 78711. Phone:
263-1307 or 512-463-0688.

JIM D. RUDD, Representative,
77th District, P.O. Box 2910,
Austin, TX 78768. Phone:
512-463-0678 or 806-637-7616.

JOHN T. MONTFORD, Senator,
28th District, P.O. Box 12068,
Austin, TX 78711. Phone:
806-744-5555 or 512-463-0128.

GIB LEWIS, Speaker of the
House, State Capitol, Austin, TX
78701. Phone: 512-475-3311

BOB BULLOCK, Lieutenant
Governor, State Capitol, Austin,
TX 78701. Phone: 512-463-0001.

ANN RICHARDS, Governor,
State Capitol, Austin, TX 78701.
Phone 512-463-2000.
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Chernobyl
ready for
tourists
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Chinese explorer breaks mold

BEIJING (AP) — Trekking
across the Sea of Death — the
Taklamakan Desert of western

r @ China — has

become a
way of life

small wonder he has been unable
to raise money for his venture.
Liu, 48, is well-known in China.
In 1986, he became the first
person to walk the entire length
of the Great Wall. Somewhere on

travel 930 miles west to Kashgar.

It will include 90 Japanese, 45
Chinese escorts, 105 camels and
13 trucks of food and water. Ex-
pedition chief Minoru Nakai said
the cost, about 90 million yen

] MOSCOW (AP) — Ukrainian of- for Liu Yu- that two-year, 3,400-mile trip, ($687,000), would be paid by
; ficials have a new idea for tourists tian, a something changed in Liu. He Japanese participants and
| bored with the same dumb lap, lap, Chinese ex- never went back to his desk job corporations.

i lap of wavelets on a Caribbean plorer and_  at the railway bureau in the Wrile Nakai's finances are
| shore: a visit to the contamination free spirit. western city of Urumqi. secure, Liu has yet to raise a pen-
1 zone around the Chernobyl nuclear He made Instead, he hiked north from ny and his one-man defense of
: plant. = 1 three solo Urumgqiinto the Altai Mountains. China’s national honor seems in
} - . - NPT =23 hikes into Then he began his forays into the  jeopardy.

: According to official statistics, 31 | LIU YUTIAN t h ¢ Taklamakan, nearly 125,000 “Why have foreigners ex-

people died when one of the four
Chernobyl reactors exploded in
April 1986. But the head of a Ukrai-
nian legislative commission that
investigated the catastrophe has
said the actual toll was over 500.

Taklamakan in 1987 and 1988,
twice traversing it from south to
north.

Now, goaded by the news that
Japanese explorers intend to

square miles of sand dunes in the
heart of west China’s Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region.
Taklamakan, an Uygur word,
means ‘‘go in but don’t come

plored China more than
Chinese?" he asked during an in-
terview. “Because Chinese peo-
ple are not willing to leave their
courtyards, to go beyond the

cross from east to west, an un- out.”” The Chinese gave the Great Wall.
According to Komsomolskaya | charted route three times as desert its nickname, Sea of Westerners explored the
Pravda newspaper, trips for | long, Liuhas set himself the goal  Death. Taklamakan in the late 19th cen-

foreign and Soviet«: tourists will
begin and end with Geiger counter

of beating them.
The Japanese will make the

Liu let his hair grow halfway to
his elbows and developed a

tury, uncovering the remains of
ancient trading cities that

 lot of peo- tests to check the visitors’ ex- | trip with 135 people, supply tolerance for extremes of heat perished when their water dried
0 keep posure to radiation. If treatment at trucks and scores of camels at a  and cold. In Beijing recently, he up.
Will Get a radiological medical center is | Costof nearly $700,000. Liu hopes  walked the streets in a short- In recent years, exploring the
f needed, it will be provided “‘at no | he can raise $38,500 to buy 20  sleeve shirt in temperatures Taklamakan has become very
5 That Will | extra charge,”’ the newspaper said. pack camels and hire a  below freezing. popular among Japanese. Each
I was 5. o ) . helicopter to check his progress He earned stares for that, but group has Chinese escorts, but
her cooked The itinerary of the Kievturist | now and then. Liu’s freakish individualism — the impetus and financing come
the first ‘ tour company will ipcludg the city His chanceg of winning the his lack of a “danwei,” or work  from the Japanese.
erved liver. | of Chernobyl, a radioactive waste | race appear slim, not because of  unit, that is responsible for him Tao Baoxiang, in charge of
off my ; dump at Kopachi, and the concrete | the hazards of the desert, but  — is what makes people most joint expeditions for the Chinese
gagged - ‘“‘sarcophagus’’ built around “the becausg China’s socialist,{plar!n- nervous. Academy of Science’s Com-
r back onto blown-up reactor, the paper said. Sd SdOClled does not support in- Companies he asked to sponsor  prehensive Exploration Commit-
L . § ividual adventurers. his Taklamakan expedition tee, said he understood Liu’s
yison me?"’ SlVlSltt'ml.ms Vt;]lll als<: befhme‘ lg:s" g: When Liu speaks of the in-  refused unless he found an of- desire to make the historic east-
Wslyl:]ell'g 'Whgmseti“oo (:'l:lbti three dividual pltt"\g hlmself against ficial patron. west Cl'OSSing fll’st, “but maybe
now,” my Vaiictors ut e Cherno‘;)e lcomplex. | Pature and finding himself in the Liu asked the state-run the best way is to cooperate. The
d for you.” | the report said y plex, process, familiar concepts inthe  workers’ union and the office of  success rate for solo exploration
inued for o ’ West, Chinese listeners are the national legislature to be is not great.”
other tried | The plant is 80 miles north of | baffled. . sponsors, but they also refused. Liu said he wants to encourage
to sit at Associated Press photo | Kijey “lct:\]mk you must be a legan, Sponsorship would make them fellow Chinese, by his example,
that liver,” ) 3 . not Chinese,” a woman said as  officially responsible for him. to leave the security of the group.
; Undel‘ AlaSka S mountalnS ca':“riidmi)wsft?m firgig(l)r'tl‘:;:sni;{:(s) Liu explained his ;:lan_s toasma!l The huge Japanese ‘‘Silk Road “The spir<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>