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Crossroads weather

The forecast for the Big Spring area:
Mostly sunny days and fair nights with the
highs today in the middle 80s with a chance
of blowing dust. The lows tonight will be in
the low 50s. The highs Friday will be in the

middle to upper 80s, gusty winds with occa-
sional blowing dust.
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

The storm that swept through
Howard County Tuesday evening
brought much-needed rainfall and
smiles to the faces of many area
farmers and ranchers.

Accompanying the storm,
however, were severe winds — and
a possible tornado causing
damage at the Moss Creek Lake
Recreational Area and slowing

Moss Creek Lake caretaker Ron Robey looks over the damage
done by high winds Tuesday night. Damage to several other

Winds slap at Moss Creek

renovations there, according to
caretaker Ron Robey.

“What was so bad; we had just
made a ton of improvements,”
Robey said Wednesday. City
employees at the lake had recently
expanded the parking area at the
swimming area, cleared ground
for a recreational vehicle hook-up
site and added almost a mile of new
roads, he added.

‘““Now, all of that is at a stand-

shelters, outhouses and trees was also evident.

still,” he said. ‘“We're going to
have to wait to repair the damage
(from the storm)”’

Robey is convinced the storm
was a tornado, and the damage
pattern left appears consistent
with that of a funnel. Instead of
widespread damage indicative of
high winds, the wreckage at Moss
Creek Lake is sporadic, as if the
storm picked its spots.

For example:

® The rear windshields of two
pickups parked outside the lake of-
fice were shattered by the storm,
but a dock sitting on trash barrels
for repairs sat undamaged, 20 feet
away.

® All the damage occurred on
the north shore of the lake. The
south shore — less than a mile
away — was unscathed.

® Outhouses bolted onto two in-
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J.B. Glasscock of Odessa looks at a broken support post from

shelter one at Moss Creek kae
camper.

— 20 yards from his undamaged

Undervalued property affects school

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

AUSTIN — Many Texas school
districts, including some districts
involved in a lawsuit over the
public school finance system,
undervalue property on their tax
rolls, a newspaper reported.

According to the Texas Research
League, only 252 of the state’s 1,061
districts valued property at 100
percent or more of its true market
value in 1986, the Austin American-
Statesman reported Wednesday.

The districts with property on their
tax rolls below market value are in
every region of the state.

Howard County school districts
are among those with property
both undervalued and overvalued,
compared to Texas arithmatic
averages, a Texas Research
League spokesman said today.

Gov. Bill Clements recently said
many poor and rural districts
undervalue property on the rolls,
and he said land in some South

Texas districts is ‘‘grossly under-
valued.”” The low value placed on
the land means it produces less
local property tax revenue for the
schools than it should, he said.

“If you go down there and check
the tax rolls, you'll find that they're
carrying irrigated land and citrus
and gardens and developed proper-
ty on the tax rolls at $400, $50, $500
an acre, when the market value is
$4,000 and $5,000 an acre,”
Clements said.

For example, property is listed
at 70 percent of its true value in the
Santa Maria school district, in
Cameron County in South Texas.
The district’s officials say the
discrepancy is due to a constitu-
tional tax break given to
agricultural land.

A 1978 constitutional amendment
requires agricultural property to
be taxed at its production value, in-
stead of its higher, true market
value. About 95 percent of the pro-

monies

perty in the Santa Maria district
receives this agriculture tax break.

In Howard County, League
figures show, the Big Spring school
district has overall property valua-
tions at 96.5 percent of actual
value; 89 percent for single-family
dwellings and 114 percent valua-
tion on mineral properties, accor-
ding to Allan Barnes of the
research league.

Coahoma school district valua-
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By TOM RAUM
Associated Press Writer

enthusiasm for the endorsement.

for Bush.

15-minute speech.
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By George,
President
backs Bush

WASHINGTON — George Bush at last has
President Reagan’s blessing for his race for the
White House, but the president’s terse statement
of support, mispronouncing the name of his vice
president, sent Bush aides scurrying to express

Reagan delivered the long-awaited endorsement
of his 1980 and 1984 running mate at a Republican
fund-raising dinner Wednesday night, telling his
audience he would ‘“‘campaign as hard as I can”

The president, bestowing his approval on Bush'’s
campaign more than two weeks after the vice
president mathematically clinched the GOP
nomination in the Pennsylvania primary, came in
a brief three sentences at the conclusion of a

While Reagan’s backing was never in doubt, the
president had stuck to a promise to remain netural
as long as there were other challengers. Bush'’s re-
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Reece Sloan, left, 31, of Wichita, Kan., and Cindy McClellan, 38, of Winfield, Kan., had been dating each other since
last Janvary before discovering they are brother and sister — both were adopted as infants.

Surprise! Friends are siblings

Associated Press photo

Associated Press photo
George Bush and Ronald Reagan raise hands
aloft Wednesday, after Reagan endorsed his
vice president’s bid for the presidency.

WICHITA
and Cindy McClellan had a lot in com-
mon, but they’d been dating for about
five months before they discovered the
most important thing — their father.

Last January, when Sloan, 31, was
looking through an inch-thick book of
single women published by The Date
Connection of Wichita, he stopped on the
page featuring Ms. McClellan, 38.

“I liked what I saw,’’ Sloan said. ‘‘She
had a lot of the same interests, like
traveling, dancing and going to
movies."’

Sloan called Ms. McClellan, and they
discovered they were both adopted

They began dating regularly, and did
so until last week, when a private in
vestigator hired by Ms. McClellan to
find her parents called

“Aboat twu-weeks agu he (e getec-
tive) called me and said my biological
father's name is Cecil Deardorf,”” Ms.
McClellan said.

Sloan’s biological father was also
named Cecil Deardorf. He said he had
mentioned his father’s name to Ms. Mc-
Clellan before the private investigator
called.

“It didn’t strike me until a few days
after the detective called that I had
heard that name before,” Ms. Mc-
CleHan said. ““‘But I still couldn’t put my
finger on it.”

When she realized Sloan was her half-
brother, Ms. McClellan said she was
first stunned, then saddened

“I have to be very honest,”’ she said
“I didn’t want to believe it at all. I just
cried and cried and thought this just

¢an’tbe true. I mean, I had fallen in love
with this man.

‘““But then I knew I had to tell him.”

She said shifting from a romantic
relationship to a platonic one has not
been easy.

““I still love him,’’ she said. “‘And, he
loves me. But, we have to keep telling
ourselves that we're brother and sister.
And that takes a lot of, well, strength.”

Sloan said he too has found the transi-
tion difficult. But, he says, they've
managed.

“I'm slowly getting over the shock,”
he said. “Everyday I'm working
through it. Anyway, I'd rather have a
sister than a girlfriend. It's a different
feeling knowing that she’s already a

part of me.”

Dam is
snaking
forward

By JOE PICKLE
Special to the Herald

STACY DAM SITE Con-
struction on Stacey Dam is now
27 percent complete for the Col-
orado River Municipal Water
District project.

About 2,500 cubic yards of
reinforced concrete have been
poured to form the foundation
wall for the service spillway. |
Steady progress is being made
in pouring the outlet works
(some 2,500 cubic yards to
date), and backfill around the
control tower and central sec-
tion of the conduit is to begin
soon.

Excavation continues in the
spillway chute and stilling
basin. Rolled-compacted con
crete has been placed at the
juncture of the north end of the
dam and levy, to protect against
erosion if the levy washes out

The dam’s south abutment
has been cleared, and work con-
tinues on raising the emergency
spillway training dike. About
3,000 acres within the basin has
been cleared of brush, but this
operation is at a standstill pen-
ding archaeological clearance.

In addition to 14,890 acres ac-
quired by the district, tentative
agreements have been reached
for the purchase of slightly
more than 1,000 acres. This ap-
proximates 75 percent of land
needed.

Negotiations continue on
achaeological activities, but the
district is hopeful of movement
in this matter within a week or
two.

Two field parties_are sear
ciing Tor concno water snakes
Although weather is yet too cool
for best [results, 22 specimen
have beeh _found in Ballinger
Lake (19 of them tagged last
year), five in Lake Spence (four
new) and a half-dozen at
monitoring sites.

Surfacing on the 3 700-foot
landing strip south of the dam
area should begin sometim this
month.

Plans for the sub-structure of
the San Angelo District-Midland
intake are well along and a bid
opening in late July is likely

A public hearing, as a prelude
to advertising for bids, is to be
held within 30 days for reloca
tion of highways
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AUSTIN (AP)
disagrees with his successor,
Clements, that a constitutional am
needed to keep the responsibility

the courts.

“The Legislature doesn’t need
tional amendment to do its job. Wha

ing that it is unconstitutional.

MARK WHITE

Former Gov. Mark White

school finances in the Legislature rather than

essentially have said is that there is a problem
constitutionally witn the devices that are
employed now to allocate (public school) funds
in Texas,”” White said after a speech to the
Texas Tax Policy Conference Wednesday .

White also said that just putting more money
into the finance system will not be enough to ad-
dress State District Judge Harley Clark’s rul-

“I frankly don’t believe that dollars per stu-
dent really equate to quality edycation. If that’s

Gov. Bill
endment is
for public

a constitu- Said.
t the courts
school

the only standard you have, then you've looked
at the wrong bottom line,”” White said.
““Where are you spending your dollars on the
students? How well are those dollars being
spent? Until that's answered, you don’t have an
equation that will lead to quality education,’” he

Clark, of Austin, ruled last year that the
finance system
because it does not ensure that each district has
the same ability to obtain money to educate
students. The state has appealed the ruling.

The state has a responsibility ‘‘to make cer-
tain that there are.sufficient funds out there in
every school district in the state that will pro-
vide a quality education for the students that
live there,”’ said White, a Democrat who has
worked as a partner in a Houston law firm since
losing to Clements in 1986.

““It’s not necessarily just a furiction of money.

White: No amendment needed for school finance

It’s also a function of new ideas and the applica-
tion of those ideas. In order to bring the
teachers to the student, we can employ satellite
communication many different ways.
Technology can help solve this problem, and
the technology is available.”

White, governor when sweeping education

is unconstitutional

said.

Moss Lake__

Continved from page 1-A

ches of concrete were tipped over
like toys, while empty trash bar-
rels remained upright nearby.

. ® A fishing dock bolted to two
piers lay grounded about 50 yards
from the piers, opposite of the
direction the wind was blowing that
aévening.

: The most visible damage was
sustained by three of the area’s pic-
niic shelters. The roofs of two were
ripped away, while the one nearest
the lake’'s general store was
destroyed — as if a giant foot had
descended from the sky and step-
ped on its roof.

- The shelter’s heavy picnic table
lay flipped over on its top, while its

- thick wooden supports were on
their sides, snapped like
mpatchsticks.

+ J.B. Glasscock of Odessa was
fishing about 20 yards away from
the destroyed shelter when the
storm hit. He said he realized the
storm’s severity when it approach-
ed about 7 p.m., and scurried into
his pickup camper. R

That’s where he sat for the next (Bt

e 4 -~

hour, while the storm did its
damage.

““When the wind and the hail hit, 1
got into the camper,” Glasscock
said. “‘I knew it was tearing things
up outside, because I could hear

and no estimate was given.
the metal bending.

Sign of weather o

A part of the sign attachment at the Winn Dixie Supermarket in the Coronado Plaza lies crumpled on
the ground after winds Tuesday evening ripped it from its supports. Damage was limited to the sign

Herald photo by Tim Appel

- “I thought it was just the hail —
it was blowing and roaring,” he

Bush

continued. ‘‘I guarantee you, by the
time it hit the far side (of the lake),
you couldn’t see nothin’.”’

- Glasscock escaped injury, and
his truck was undamaged — fur-
ther testimony to the storm’s
capricious nature.

- Faced with the observation that
he was. one very lucky man,
Glasscock laughingly replied,
‘“Either that, or I'm too contrary.”
- Robey said he would be unable to
estimate the dollar amount of the
storm’s toll until city officials com-
plete inspection of the damage.

- “Until we see what we want to do
and what we can do, it would be
hard to make an estimate,”” Robey
said. ““That one shelter will pro-
bably have to be leveled, that’s for
sure.”’

He said, however, that repairs to
the facilities should be completed
soon.

Wednesday that he would support

those occasions as ‘‘George Bosh.’

matter how brief.
“It’s a total endorsement,’’ said
staff Craig Fuller. ‘I would not

fully satisfied. I don't think it gets

looks like an endorsement to me.”’

ministration with these words:

“I intend to campaign as hard as
didate is a former member of
bassador to China, ambassador to
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maining rival, Pat Robertson, announced earlier

During his speech, Reagan mentioned Bush only
three times, mispronouncing his name on one of

But Bush aides immediately stressed that they
were pleased with Reagan’s announcement, no

wasn’t said. I would look for what was said. I'm
Bush’s press secretary, Stephen Hart, said ‘it

‘““These guys love each other,”” he added.

Speaking at a $1,500-a-plate banquet attended by
more than 3,000 Republicans, Reagan concluded a
speech about the accomplishments of his ad-

tions, Director of the CIA and national chairman
of the Republican party. I'm going to work as hard
as I can to make Vice President George Bush the

In endorsing Bush, Reagan said he was breaking
‘“‘a silence I've maintained for some time with
regard to the presidential candidates.”

Earlier in the speech, Reagan said: ‘‘Eight
years ago, George Bush and I said to the American
pesple, “the-time is-now. I still is- The story of

It was in that reference that Reagan mispro-

Reagan’s formal endorsement follows several

Bush. announcement.

’

Bush's chief of
look for what
renewal.”’
any better."”

barbed wit.

I can. My can-
Congress, am-
the United Na-

Dole.

vice president,

"

August.

ve made their
at the time for

dent.
co and Califor-
ign trip to the

weeks of jockeying among White House and Bush
campaign aides over a time and place for the

At the end of Reagan’s speech, Bush and his wife
Barbara worked their way through the crowd on
the floor to join the president and First Lady Nan-
cy Reagan at the podium. Reagan and Bush held
clasped hands aloft as hundreds of balloons yere
released from the ceiling.

Bush, who spoke before Reagan, praised' the
president, saying: ‘‘You began a great national

Senate Republican Leader Bob Dole, whose own
presidential bid was stopped in Bush’s march to
the GOP nomination, displayed his sometimes

“Thank you, thank you very much,” he said
when he was applauded. ‘I was going to say I
would accept the nomination, but I think it’s
already been spoken for.”

“I can’t remember the guy who got it,”’ said

Bush campaign strategists have said they hope
that the president can strengthen support for the

Reagan remains highly popular, such as the West.

Presidential spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said
earlier Wednesday that Reagan would campaign
for Bush even before the Republican convention in

Dole told reporters that Bush should ‘‘build on
the Reagan record, build on the Reagan con-
stitutericy, try tu hold /. "

But, Dole added that sooner or later, Bush would
have to move out from Reagan'’s shadow. “‘It’s go-
ing to be the Bush campaign, the Bush agenda, the
Bush vision for the future,’’ he said. ‘‘And I think
that will develop in time. I think he can do it.”

Robertson announced his suport for Bush after a
private session between the two at the White
House, claiming ‘‘the race is pretty much over.”
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Police beat

HERALD STAFF REPORT

The following complaints were
received by Big Spring police
Wednesday :

e A TV and video casette
recorder — total value $774 — were
reported stolen from the residence
of Arthur Jones, 808!~ Settles St.

® Giant Food Store, 611 Lamesa
Hwy., reported that a $704 income
tax refund check cashed a few
months earlier at the store was
returned as a forgery.

® An unknown quantity of coins
and six cassette tapes were
reported stolen from a vehicle
belonging to Melem Moja, 1304 S.
Birdwell Lane.

® Dana Burchfield, 2003 Mor-
rison St., reported the theft of $60
from her wallet while she was at
-Scernic-viountain viedaical Center.

® An employee of TDS Inc., 700

Oil/Markets

N. Owens St., reported the theft of
25 steel grates valued at $2,375.

In addition, the following persons
were arrested:

® Johnny Barraza, 19, 800 Marcy
Dr. No. 16, was arrested on a
charge of burglary of a motor
vehicle.

® Roy Lee Ford, 50, no address
listed, was arrested on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

® Buford Ladell Howell, 21, 807
E. 14th St., was arrested on a
charge of assault by threats. He
was released later on bond.

® Alberto Rivas, 29, 1703 Young
St., was arrested on warrants
charging aggravated assault and
aggravated sexual assault.

® Steven Farris Martin, 20,
Slaton, was arrested on charges of
Hert and possession of drug
paraphernalia.
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and cotton futures 63 05 cents a pound, up 16, at
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Pioneer 11 17.00-18 58
Gold 451 .00-451 .50
Silver o 656659
Noon quotes courtesy of Edward D Jones & Co ,
219 Main St , Big Spring, Texas 79720, Telephone
267 2501 Current quotes are from today's market,

and the change is market activity from 3 p m_ the
previous day

reforms were approved in a 1984 special
legislative session, also said that once a plan is
developed to resolve the current school finance
question, it would be appropriate for Clements
to call a special session.

“I don’t know that it would easily be solved in
a regular session, because you have so many
other diverting influences and diversions,’’ he

The tax conference was sponsored by Price
Waterhouse, with the ’[{::as Association of Tax-
payers, Texas Cham
American Legislative Exchange Council.

r of Commerce and

Schools

Continued from page }-A
tion records show, he said, that the
overall district average is 106.1
percent of actual value; 79 percent
for single-family dwellings and 117
percent of actual valuatiens for
mineral properties.

The Forsan district, according to
league figures, has 117.7 percent
valuations of all properties; 81 per-
cent for single-family dwellings
and 123 percent for mineral
properties.

An examination of some districts
shows that even if real estate were
appraised at 100 percent, the
amount of money raised for sup-
port of local schools would be
minimal.

Some of the districts Clements
said are generating lower-than-
expected. levels of local tax
revenues are the same districts
that are challenging Texas’ public
school finance system.

Officials of those districts believe
the state’s finance system does not
provide property-poor districts
with enough state money to run an
adequate education program.

Last year, State District Judge
Harley Clark in Austin agreed with
the poor districts’ argument and
declared the state funding system
unconstitutional. The state has ap-
pealed the ruling.

Poor districts involved in the
school finance lawsuit are slightly
more likely to undervalue property
than their wealthier counterparts,
according to State Property Tax
Board figures.

Among the 67 poor districts
challenging the state's school
finance system, 35 carried proper-
ty on tax rolls at 90 percent to 114
percent of its full value. The cen-
tral appraisal districts for the re-
maining 32 districts assessed pro-
perty at 69 percent to 89 percent of
its true value,

Deaths
Marjorie Jordan

Marjorie Currie Jordan, 86, a
former resident of Big Spring, died
Tuesday, May 10, 1988 in Arlington.

Services will be 2 p.m. Friday in
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church with
Rev. Donald Hungerford, of-
ficiating. Burial will be in Mt. Olive
Memorial Park under the direction
of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home.

She was born June 19, 1901 in Big
Spring. She married James E. Jor-
dan Aug. 12, 1920 in El Paso. He
preceded her in death Feb. 21, 1934.
She was a member of St. Mary's
Episcopal Church and a member of
the Order of the Eastern Star
Chapter #67.

She was a member of a pioneer
Big Spring family. Her parents
were Thomas Currie and Jessie
Olive Eddins Currie. She had work-
ed as a secretary at St. Mary's
Episcopal Church for many years,
and had lived in Arlington since
1979 at the Home For Aged Masons.

She is survived by three sons,
James E. Jordan, Point Blank;
E.D. Jordan, Irving; and D.W. Jor-

dan, Rockwall; seven grand-
children; and eight great-
grandchildren.

Pallbearers will be James Jor-
dan Jr., Daniel David Jordan,
Helen Mary Jordan, Jerry Worthy,
Rich Anderson, and Conny Wade.

The family suggests memorials
to a favorite charity.

Hulda Clifton

CARROLLTON — Hulda
Elizabeth Clifton, 81, Carroliton,
mother of a Big Spring resident,
died Wednesday, May 11, 1988 at
the Trinity Medical Center,
Carrollton.

Services were at 3 p.m. today at
the First United Methodist Church
in The Colony, with Rev. John
Thornton _sastor _and-Rov itk
Wiseman, pastor of First United
Methodist Church, Big Spring, of-
ficiating. Graveside services will
be at 11 a.m. at the Englewood
Cemetery, Slaton, under the direc-
tion of Mulkey-Mason Funeral
Home, Lewisville.

She was born July 28, 1906 in
Henderson, Tenn. She married the
late Alfred Lee Clifton July 30, 1932
in Oklahoma.

MYERS&SMITH
( Froeral Homee and Clhapel _)
267-8288 '

301 |
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Spring
board

How’s That?
Beef

Q. What are the results of the
beef checkoff referendum vote?

A. Vote results will not be
available for several weeks, ac-
cording to the Washington
Associated Press agriculture
desk.

Calendar

Preview

TODAY

e The Kindergarten Center
will have a Kindergarten
Preview from 6:30-8 p.m. All
parents with children turning
five years of age before
September 1 should attend with
their child.

e Big Spring Republican
Women will sponsor a 7 p.m.
candidates’ forum at the
Howard College Cactus Room,
featuring GOP county commis-
sioner candidate Bill Crooker
and District 69 state represen-
tative candidate Troy Fraser.
The public is invited.

® A Country and Western con-
cert will be held at the Kent-
wood Older Adult Center at 7
p.-m. The public is invited. No
dancing.

FRIDAY

® The SWCID Awards Con-
vocation will be at 2 p.m. in the
Coliseum East Room at Howard
College.
® The Howard College ADN
Capping Ceremony will be at 5
p.m in the Coliseum East Room.
e Howard College and
SWCID Commencement
ceremony will be at 7:30 p.m. in
the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.
For a list of graduating
students, please see page 8-A.
® A Senior Citizens’ Dance
will be in Building 487 in the air-
park from 8-11 p.m. Admission
is $2. All seniors are welcome to
come.
® Lakeview Headstart will
not have classes.

SATURDAY

® The Howard County Youth
Horseman’s Club will have a
competition for all halter and
performance categories at 9
a.m. at the HCYC arena on the
Garden City Highway. Lunch
and refreshments will be serv-
ed. For further information, call
263-6458.

She was a homemaker, and a
member of the First United
Methodist Church in The Colony.

She is survived by three
daughters, Melinda Newton, The
Colony; Nancy Wiseman, Big Spr-
ing; Doris Jung, Garden Valley;
two sons, James William Clifton,
Flower Mound, and Emory Van
Dyke Clifton, Cypress, Calif.; 14
grandchildren; and 13 great-
grandchildren.

Irvin Homeyer

Irvin Homeyer, father of a
former Big Spring, resident died
suddenly Tuesday, May 10, 1988.
Services were conducted this mor-
ning in Navasota.

Among survivors was his
daughter, Marie Homeyer Cann-
ing, a former resident and Big Spr-
ing Herald employee. Her address
is 819 Beverly Drive, Grapevine,
Texas, 76051.

Bonnie White

Bonnie White, 87, of Tarzan, died
Tuesday, May 10, 1988 in Scenic
Mountain Medical Center after a
lengthy illness.

Services will be 2 p.m. Thursday
at the First Baptist Church in Stan-
ton, with Rev. Rick Montgomery,
associate pastor, officiating.
Burial will be in Evergreen
Cemetery in Stanton under the
direction of Gilbreath Funeral
Home.

He was born July 7, 1900 in Fate
and moved to Tarzan in 1918. He
maried Nova Bryson April 20, 1935
in Stanton. He was a retired farmer
and former Martin County Com-
missioner of Precinct 3.

He is survived by his wife, Nora,
Tarzan; one daughter, Barbara
Bruce, Mesquite; two brothers,
Ivan and Robert, both of Stanton;
four grandchildren; and five great-

* e sa s

~granucniareTy

Nalley-Pickle & Welch

Funeral Home
and Rosewood Chapel

906 GREGE
BIG SPRING

Marjorie Currie Jordan,
86, died Tuesday. Services
will be 2:00 P.M. Friday at
St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church. Burial will be in Mt.

Olive Memorial Park.
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Cisneros assassination plot suspect eccentric, loner

of seeking to have Mayor Henry Cisneros
assassinated was described as an eccentric
tax protester frustrated with failed anti-

government political agendas.

Parker E. Abell, 74, of Natalia, 18 miles
southwest of San Antonio, was in the Bexar
County Jail Wednesday without bond on

charges of solicitation to commit
murder.

Abell, a former Libertarian congres-
sional candidate, was arrested Tuesday

attention.”’

after he allegedly offered an undercover of- officers posing as hitmen.

ficer $5,000 to kill the mayor.

Officials said Abell wanted publicity for

his political extremist group
American Patriots.

Medical malpractice limits
held unconstitutional by court

AUSTIN (AP) — A state
Supreme Court ruling overturning
a cap on medical malpractice
damages was the latest in a series
of decisions wiping out decades-old
reform legislation, says the presi-
dent of the Texas Medical
Association.

Dr. David Vanderpool responded
Wednesday to a ruling that the
limitation on non-medical damages
is unconstitutional. He said the
association was ‘‘obviously disap-
pointed but not terribly surprised,
given the makeup of the court.”

Vanderpool, a Dallas physician,
said the law thrown out by the
court was ‘‘the last vestige of
reforms that have been
systematically dismantled by the
court.”

The law was enacted in 1977 after
doctors claimed that soaring rates
for medical malpractice insurance
made it too expensive and, in some
cases, impossible to obtain.

Justice William Kilgarlin,
writing for the 7-2 majority, said
the law limiting recovery of non-
medical damages is unreasonable
and arbitrary.

In a dissenting opinion, Justice
Raul Gonzalez said for the court to
decide that there was no medical
malpractice insurance crisis at the
time the law was passed ‘‘is to act
like a ‘super Legislature’ in viola-
tion of the separation of powers
doctrine.”

Kilgarlin recounted the facts of
the case by quoting from an opinion
by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in suit filed on behalf of
14-month-old Christopher Lucas
against the United States.

The opinion said the child was
paralyzed when a penicillin pro-
duct was injected directly into an
artery while he was being treated
at William Beaumont Army
Medical Center near El Paso.

The district court held that the
injection was negligently ad-

ministered by a hospital nurse and
awarded the child’s parents
$498,628 for medical expenses.

The court also awarded
Christopher $2.45 million, including
$2.1 million in non-medical
damages, then reduced that total
by $400,000 paid to the Lucases in
settlement of a state suit against
the drug manufacturer.

On appeal, the 5th Circuit held
that the liability limit applied to
federal hospitals and was consis-
tent with the U.S. Constitution. The
federal appeals court, hgowever,
submitted for review by the Texas
Supreme Court whether the limita-
tion on damages violated the state
constitution.

The law allows recovery of all
medical costs and expenses, with a
$500,000 cap — plus a Consumer
Price Index adjustment — on non-
medical damages against a physi-
cian or other health-care provider.

“In the context of persons
catastrophically injured by
medical negligence, we believe it is
unreasonable and arbitrary to
limit their recovery in a
speculative experiment to deter-
mine whether liability insurance
rates will decrease,”” Kilgarlin
said.

A partial limit on civil liability
that would have kicked in if the
$500,000 cap was thrown out also
was held unconstitutional.

Gonzalez, in his dissent, said,
‘““Whatever flaws exist in the
legislative findings, the proper
forum to correct them is the Texas
Legislature and not this court.”” he
said.

Chief Justice Tom Phillips also
was listed as dissenting, with the
notation that his opinion would be
filed later.

The Lucas case is the first, under
a 1985 state constitutional amend-
ment, to reach the Texas Supreme
Court on a question certified by a
federal appeals court.

Triple damages permitted

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas
Supreme Court ruled Wednesday in
a Grayson County case that a
policyholder can sue an insurance
company for alleged Unfair claims
settlement practices and recover
triple damages.

Melvin and Maryanne Vail sued
Texas Farm Bureau Mutual In-
surance Co. after the Vails’ home
was destroyed by fire in 1979 and

Academia

the company refused to pay the
claim. :

The trial court rendered judg-
ment for the Vails for three times
the amount of the $35,000 policy.
The 5th Court of Appeals at Dallas
reversed the treble damages and
permitted the Vails to recover only

The Supreme Court, in a 7-1 rul-
ing, disagreed.

Five Big Spring Goliad Middle
School students were winners in
the recent Permian Basin Science
Fair held at the University of
Texas at the Permian Basin. Over
300 students from a 17-county area
participated in the annual event.

Christy Webb and Kara Coleman
won several awards with their pro-
ject “The Floods of Big Spring.”
These included a first place for
their seventh grade entry in the
Earth/Space category and a
special environmental science
award with a $50 savings bond

NEWCOMERS
GREETING SERVICE
Your Hostess:

Mrs. Joy
. Fortenberry

An Established Newcomer
Greeting Service in a field
where experience counts for
results and satisfaction.

1207 Lloyd 263-2005

from the American Water Works
Association, as well as an outstan-
ding accomplishment award from
the Association for Women
Geoscientists.

Amy Osmulski and Angela
Porter won second place in Life
Sciences with their seventh grade
entry ‘“‘Coke Is It.”” V. Sub-
boraman, sixth grader at Goliad
won a special achievement award
from the American Water Works
Association as well as a $50 savings
bond for his project concerning
protozoa.
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Announces \\‘

The Opening Of Our Pool

May 15th ’

Seasonal Passes Are
Avallable (Limited)
Ya'll Come. Here?

2 Liter Soft Drink ...8119

GODFATHER 3 DELIVERS CONVENIENCE

Now with any Pizza Delivery, we can deliver

WE DELIVER SgrunZs

Cigarettes . .. ... $175 p.
ice ......89¢ (10 Ib. bag)
Newspapers (Daily) ..25¢

College Park
Shopping Center

263-8381

as odd, but committed to an ideal that with the same resolve, the same

government is ruled by the people.
‘‘He’s eccentric, but he’s a man with a anybody. He wanted a patriot to carry out

cause,” said Lauren Reed, a friend of the execution.”

Abell’s. ‘I think he felt he was at the end of

his rope. He tried all the conventional chan- to discuss the threat, but the 40-year-old Cisneros, perhaps because of the mayor’s

! nels to get his point across and when that mayor said he was not getting additional popularity.

capital didn’t work I think it was a sort of cry for protection and joked that he was insulted

Abell had been under surveillance for a
month after he talked with two undercover tonio and this is not going to dissuade me,”” Democratic vice presidential candidate.

‘It wasn’t a spur-of-the-moment thing. It
was thought out,” said Bexar County and there’s (another) fellow who is in jail .22-caliber rifle with bullets and ‘‘execution
called District Attorney Fred Rodriguez.

“He is firm in his convictions "afd card every year to remind me he is still of the People.”

-

ir _ _ The warrants contained blanks to fill igf
_ . : . So no, I am not worried about it,” names of public officials to bg:
rhilosophy,” he said. ““He just didn’t want Cisneros said. assassinated. 54
Rodriguez said that Abell mentioned Internal Revenue Service officials, keep'v:

other possible targets, including State ing tabs on Abell because of his failure tde
Rodriguez met with Cisneros Wednesday Comptroller Bob Bullock, but decided on f il% income tax returns, came into contact:
with the suspect. E;
L S Abell contacted an IRS undercover ag
Cisneros is in his fourth term, is past and said he wanted a public offici
he was wo_rlh only $5,000. _ presn_dent of the National League of Cities assassinated, but because IRS officials di
“I'm going about the business of San An- and in 1984 was interviewed as a possible not know the target, they called in state}
- i L 8¢ A : rosecutors to avoid jurisdictional con§s
Cisneros said. ‘‘This is about the 15th time Officers arrested Abell at a supermarket ?licts, Rodriguez said. i “;:‘
I've had to put up with something like this pay phone, and in his car, police found a

- -~ .
%

’

1ere’s ‘ : Rodriguez said the investigation is contf~
for this thing who sends me a Christmas warrants’’ issued by the ‘‘Soyereign Court ~nuing and that he would oppose the suspects

being released from jail. .
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City Bits
MINIMUM CHARGE $3.75

DEADLINE CB ADS:

DAILY — 3 p.m. day prior to publication
SUNDAY - 3 p.m. Friday

MOTHER'’S Day Special
25 percent off on body
shapers and active exer-
cise equipment until May
15. Gift certificate
available. New Horizons,
263-8454.

MARTHA’'S Hideaway
#112, 1100 West 1S-20.
Don’t forget Wednesday
night “Fox Hunt”, $.25
draft beer 10:00 to 11:00,
Wayne Thompson playing
Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday. Come

on out!! Martha.

HICKORY House
Special: Chopped
Barbecue sandwich with
potatoe salad, $1.80. 1611
East 4th, 267-8921.

Adult Children of
Alcoholics meets each
Monday at 6:30, 615
Settles.

AVON Open House.
Sparenburg Building Con-

Saturday, May 14th, 1988,
8:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m. Door
prizes drawings.

Each $1 donation will
immunize eight children
against polio. Contribu-
tions are tax deductible.
PolioPlus — a program of
Rotary International.
PolioPlus, Box 1503, Big
Spring, Texas 79721.

GREENHOUSE
Restaurant, 1102 Scurry,
263-8742. Home cooking!
Best sandwiches!
Desserts! Parking in
back.

Big Spring Humane
Society is in need of dona-
tions — both dog food and
money. The shelter is
open daily from 4-6 p.m.
or mail your donations to
P.0O. Box 823, Big Spring,
Texas 79721.

Treating yards for ticks
$25 per 5,000 square
feet. Proceeds going to
Humane Society. Call
Garner Thixton, 263-4874.

DRIVE-thru and call-in
orders welcome! Open 11
a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday; 5-8 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday. Hickory
House, 1611 E. Fourth St._,
267-8921.

MARTHA’S Hideaway
#112, 1100 West [IS-20.
Come out and help us
celebrate Starr Lee's Bir-
thday!! Party!! Friday
night! Come on out!!
Martha.

Big Spring Suez Motor
Patrol Annual Fish and
Shrimp Fry $5.00 per per-
son, Saturday, May 4th.
101 Goliad, serving time

6:00 pom. to 8:00 p.m.
Everyone welcome!!

SUNSET Tavern. Dance,
Saturday 8:30, Country

/Western Music!! Great §
sound by Top Draw Band. _

Sunday, More fun!!
Dance to Kay & Com-
pany, best female
vocalist in town at 7:00.
North Birdwell Lane.
Mgr. Gloria. 267-9232.

The Alzheimers’ sup-
port group will meet at
the VA Medical Center in
Big Spring on May 13th,
1988 at 10:00 a.m. in
Room 212. This is a caring
and sharing group and is
intended for all care
givers or family
members who have

Alzheimers patients. It is '

not limited to veterans.
Virginia Garrett is
Chairperson.

ference Room, 309 Main,
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GREEN PLANT SALE

Old Gold Juniper, Blue Rug Juniper
or Tam Juniper

YOUR CHOICE

$8.96..

1] sse)
37 104 S119S LIeW (BA @ SE3 JO) SIIS LEW-IBM @ $83°) 10} S113S LEW 1M ©

© Wal-Mart Sells for Less ® Wal-Mart Sells for Less ® Wal-Mart Sells for Less ® Wal-Mart Sells for Less

$53) 405 SIS LEW EM e S

[_'ﬂ
KILL LAWN WEEDS | “0nmo
THE EASY WAY! e
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plantain = thistles . and dozensof {8 {
other broadleaf and vining lawn weeds
NOW JUST ' .
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Diazinon
Insect
Spray

NOW JUST

$6.57

PINT
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Opinion
Views of other
Texas papers

By the ASSOCIATED PRESS
Here is a sampling of editorial opinion from around Texas:

Public employees.deserve thanks

This week is National Public Service Recognition Week, and in honor
of it, the nation is being asked to recognize the many achievements of
public employees.

Fair enough. We all tend to criticize ‘‘the government” and
‘“‘bureaucrats’’ more than we praise them, but the truth is that many
fine men and wamen work for public agencies and they have done much
to make this world better. ;

For example: “Teflon’’ and the thin plastic wrap which keeps food
fresh were discovered at the Naval Research Laboratories. NASA scien-
tists discovered the first ‘‘black hole’’ in the universe, and government
scientists also developed sonar and radar.

A Census Bureau employee invented the first modern computer, and
an Agriculture Department scientist developed wash-and-wear fabrics.
The National Institute of Health began in 1887 with a $300 appropriation,
and it has sponsored more than 90 Nobel Prize Winners.,

The list goes on and on, so let’s give credit where credit is due:
Thanks, public employees, and keep up the good wook.

— Port Arthur News

Tax freedom is later than ever

‘“‘Bracket creep,’”’ an unlamented feature of the old federal income tax
code, has given way to what could be called calendar creep. That is
because Tax Freedom Day, an unofficial observance sponsored by the
Tax Foundation, fell this year on May 5 — the latest date ever.

According to the foundation, a non-profit Washington research
organization, it will have taken the average taxpayer until (May 5) to
earn the money to meet his total tax obligation for 1988, assuming all ear-
nings since Jan. 1 went toward federal, state and local government taxes.
The purpose of the observance is to demonstrate the government’s im-
pact on the economy in a readily comprehensible way. ...

— The Victoria Advocate

Asbestos deadline is unrealistic

If the federal government can extend the deadline for cities to meet
clean-air standards, it also should be able to extend deadlines for school
districts to inspect their facilities for asbestos.

Many local school districts despair over meeting an Oct. 12 date by
which they are supposed to identify buildings with crumbling asbestos
and submit a maintenance or cleanup plan. They face fines of $5,000 a day
if they fail.

There simply may not be enough qualified people around to conduct the
inspections in time, let alone begin whatever cleanup may be needed.
Then, there is the financial wallop to consider: Up to $200,000 just for an
inspection and maintenance plan.

One critic says EPA’s rules could ‘‘drive schools toward unnecessary
removal of asbestos-containing materials, increase exposure to building
occupants and spark a future wave of asbestos-related disease among
abatement workers, whom everyone acknowledges are most at risk.”

The critic could be right. Congress should require that the rules be
revised.

— San Antonio Express-News

Clear message on ethics from FBI

One of the sa t commentaries on the state of affairs in the last year
of the Reagan administration is that FBI Director William Sessions
would be asked, and would respond at length, about the ethical conduct of
public officials.

While Sessions’ remarks were labeled as ‘‘pure speculation’” as they
specifically concerned the many investigations into Attorney General Ed-
win Meese’s private and public conduct, what the FBI chief said is worth
noting.

Sessions clearly grasps the imperative of public officials, particularly
‘‘those related to the enforcement of the law, to be generally perceived by
the American public as being people who abide by the law.”

Call it sleaze, call it greed, call it situation ethics, some behavior simp-
ly cannot be tolerated in public officials. ...

The perception of sleaze erodes the respect that is fundamental in a
system of laws. Choosing which laws we will obey, Sessions said, ‘‘is con-
trary to the fabric of American socigly generally. We are a country of
law."”

That is something every citizen must remember, from the stockbroker
or laborer who snorts cocaine to an Ollie North who employs drug traf-
fickers or an Edwin Meese who peddles influence.

— Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Urban experts badmouth Houston

Few things could be as encouraging as the news that the urban-affairs
experts are once again bad-mouthing Houston.

Our town has been an affront to city-planning types for as long as
anyone can remember. That Houston has succeeded while violating their
principles is deeply offensive.

No city without zoning, with little governmental regulation, and with a
freewheeling, entrepreneurial ethos has any right to become the vibrant
fourth-largest city in the country — according to the urban experts. ...

That the urban experts are now back on our case can only mean that
things must be picking up — as indeed they are. To hear that a group of 83
urban affaris experts say that of the nation’s 50 largest cities they con-
sider Houston as the second-most-overrated and as having the third-
most-bleak future is to hear again the refrain of better times.

Mayor Kathy Whitmire, properly defending her city, says its ‘“‘just a
perception that Houston is bad’’ and that the survey shows the type of
people ‘‘We need to get our message across to."”

Fair enough. It would certainly be better to have urban affairs experts
saying good things that bad things. But it is not going to be. Houston and
the urban experts don’t talk the same language. The best Houston ever
got on its best day was a grudging acknowledgment that while it may
have succeeded, it shouldn’t have.

— Houston Chronicle
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Mailbag
Reader opposes bill

To the editor:

I was very glad fer the article by William
Buckley (5/6/88) on the ABC (Act For Better
Child Care) Bill. One critic of this bill has
written, ‘“‘Through an estimated third of all
U.S. children currently in day care are enroll-
ed in churchrelated programs, the new
federally directed program envisioned by the

L,ABC Bill, like the long-established Soviet
child-development system, is to be wholly and
purely secular.”

If you wish to help to defeat this bill, write
your Congressman at: House of Represen-
tatives, Washington, D.C., 20515, and ask him
to co-sponsor the HR. 3944. This is the
Holloway Child Care Tax Credit Reform Bill,
which would provide help for all families,
with freedom to choose the kind of care which
they prefer for their own pre-school children.
In the Senate, this bill is S2187. (Zip Code —
20510). Those who represent us in Washington
need to know our feelings about these bills.

We recently had the privilege of attending a
musical titled, ‘“To Tell the Truth”, presented
by children in a Christian school. It was most
enjoyable, both to the children and the au-
dience. And I thought, ‘‘Where have we gone,
that this type of program is so rare?”’

It ““told the truth’” about Satan’s temptation
of Adam and Eve, about Jonah, and Paul and
Silas in prison for preaching the gospel of

Christ. It ended with a challenge to take this
message to the Orient, Switzerland, a Latin
Country, and around the world.

There was a refreshing spirit of freedom
about the whole thing — including the
freedom to accept or reject the message. But
the Civil Rights Restoration Act and the ABC
Bill, and doubtless more to come, will change
all of this unless we take a stand against them
— now!

LOUIE PAULGER
4 1700 Scurry

Hospital appreciative

To the editor:

The article in Friday’s Herald by Alisha
Goldman concerning the Big Spring State
Hospital was a beautiful commentary on a
fine institution. Steve Reagan, in his article on
Sunday, gave clarity and understanding to the
important field of psychiatric nursing.

As superintendent, and on behalf of the
3,700-plus patients we treat each year, I
sincerely thank the Big Spring Herald for its
efforts at improving community awareness of
one of the most devastating health problems
facing our nation. Over 850 of the city’s finest
residents work at the hospital, making life a
little better for our fellow man. _

ROBERT VON ROSENBERG
Superintendent
Big Spring State Hospital

Cinco help recognized

To the editor:

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude to each and everyone that
was involved with the success of the Fiesta
“Cinco de Mayo” at the Comanche Trail
Park.

To the supporters of the events I say thank
you alot starting with Coors, Dominguez
brothers, Pizza Hut, McDonald’s Restaurant,
Bauer School mothers, Alsa Club, Commis-
sioner Louis Brown, Councilwoman Pat Dean-
da, KWKI and crew, Los Gallitos and the
Herald for the pictures and coverage.

To the people that went and celebrated with
us, I thank them too because without them our
scholarship program would not be a success.

Last, but certainly not least, I want to give
my sincere thanks to all the LULAC members
that worked long and hard hours without pay
or complaint to make sure the fiesta run
smoothly. Again, thanks to all.

RAUL MARQUEZ
President,
LULAC Council
4116 Dixon

Letters to the editor on issues of general interest are
welcomed by the Big Spring Herald.

They should be 350 words or less, typewritten if
possible, and double-spaced. If not, the handwriting
must be legible to reduce chances for mistakes.

They are subject to editing, but the essence of the

1 under o laddar hraok o mivean 1ot o hlaok nat

writer's message will not be altered
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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer
Thank Cod for editors,
Here I was, sweating another column deadline,

Friday the 13th can be Iucky
as column-writing time nears

On the other hand, I don’t like to walk around
with a target painted on my back, either.
Yhat I getting at — fira voundabout fashion —is

with nary a subject in sight. Granted, this situation
has arisen before, but yours truly has always been
able to handle thg situation in a more-or-less
(usually less) tranquil manner.

I don’t know if he was merely trying to be
helpful, or if he took pity at the sight of a trail of
tears on my cheeks. For whatever reason, my
editor looked my way and said, ‘‘You know, the
date after your column is Friday the 13th.”

Now, I've been accused of several things in my
life, but never of looking a gift horse in the mouth.
In less time than it takes most people to blink, 1
thanked him and began typing for all I was worth

Beyond
the realm

that it is hardly my idea of
“fun’’ to go around smashing
mirrors and daring black cats
to cross my path.

I'd rather watch professional
wrestling, to be honest.

Reading the above story idea,
it made me wonder what other
“fun’’ ideas those guys think of
to spring on hapless
reporters ...

GLOWING IDEA — There’s a
nuclear power plant in your

— and here we are.

in some form, but I beg to differ. Us newsroom
types are constantly bouncing ideas off of each Or ...

other. This is called sharing information — or, in DINNER TIME
computerese, networking.

— but that’s another story.

Where were we?

Oh yeah, we were supposedly beginning a column
on Friday the 13th. Well, this is hardly a good star-
ting point, but as a friend of mine likes to say, it
beats a poke in the eye with a sharp stick.

* A *
My editor (or, as I am beginning to call him, Mr.

knee-slapper.

to me. It is from a newsletter titled ‘‘Hints for the
city desk,” and is full of potential story ideas.
BAD LUCK: There’s an unlucky Friday the 13th
this week. You can have some fun by assigning a
reporter to defy all the traditional taboos — walk

for hours.

P e e ek
ey T Sy —————

{ cross his path, etc. — then do a first-person story
describing his experiences ...

Boy, some folks have a wierd definition of the
word ‘““fun.”

I don’t want to give you the perception that I'm
superstitious. Not so, dear reader. I am one of the
most unsuperstitious people I know.

: ) ) assign your reporter to sit inside the reactor core
Some people might equate my actions as cheating for about three hours? Think of the ‘‘illuminating’
story you would get. Ha-ha.

— There’s a zoo in your city.

: ng. ) . Think of what fun it would be to have your reporter
Of course, if this tactic fails, we steal like bandits (preferably the one with the highest salary) sit in-
side the lion’s cage at feeding time. A guarenteed

Or better still ..

SEASON’S GREETINGS — The Persian Gulf con-
flict is on everybody’s mind these days, For a story
on the lighter side of the conflict, how about having
one of your reporters parachute into downtown
Tehran with ““The Ayatollah is a pansy”’ taped to
Column Savior) recently passed the following along his back? This will work better if he’s wearing a
Ronald Reagan mask. Sure to keep you laughing

No wonder reporters are paranoid.

So, no thank you, I have better things to do with
my time than go looking for trouble. Enough of it
CUIMCH TOURNEE TOT T, ©

Besides, I'm not that desparate for a story.

Darn, I did it again. I used all my available
space, and never got around to the subject at hand
— Friday the 13th. Oh well, it’s not the first time
that’s happened, and it probably won’t be the last.

Stay out from under the ladder, people. Especial-
ly if you're carrying a broken mirror.

vicinity. Wouldn’t it be neat to

Addresses

In Austin:

LARRY DON SHAW, Represen-
tative, 69th District, P.O. Box 2910,
Austin, TX 78769. Phone: 263-2321
or 512-463-0688

JOHN T. MONTFORD, Senator,
28th District, P.O. Box 12068,
Austin, TX 78711. Phone:

806-744-5555 or 512-463-0128.

GIB LEWIS, Speaker of the
House, State Capitol, Austin, TX
78701. Phone: 512-475-3311

BILL HOBBY, Lieutenant
Governor, State Capitol, Austin,
TX 78701. Phone: 512-475-3675

BILL CLEMENTS, Governor,

State Capitol, Austin, TX 78701.
Phone: 512-463-2000
In Washington:

CHARLES STENHOLM, US.
Representative, 17th Texas
District, 1232 Longworth Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515.
Phone: 202-225-6606

Your library
and espionage

By ART BUCHWALD

As children we all fantasized
about working for the FBI. While it
seemed like only a dream it's
easier than you think.

The FBI recently asked
American librarians to keep their
eyes open for spies, and report any
suspicious activity of library car-
dholders to local FBI bureaus. The
operation is called the Library
Awareness Program and the G-
men are not kidding around.

According to reports, the FBI
wants information on people who
come to the libraries to withdraw
scientific tomes, linger over maps
and photocopy documents having
to do with national defense.

The FBI is dead serious because
they figure the public library is the
main source of information for
spies. But the Bureau ran into a
major problem with its program
when America’s librarians refused
to play ball. The overwhelming
majority felt it was not their role to
act as counter-espionage agents.

The program cannot work
without the cooperation of
librarians, and so another solution
must be found.

There is no law saying library
patrons could not volunteer to do
the task. Any American can be
depuiized to act as a stakeout in a
book stack.

If you're interested, here are
some suggestions, Sit near the
door. Pretend you're reading. Out
of the corner of your eye notice who
comes in and what books he is
returning. Also note whether his
shoes were made behind the Iron
Curtain.

Once he goes into the stacks, get
up and follow him down the aisle. If
he heads down the one with a sign
reading ‘‘Laser Manuals,” you
may be on to Mr. KGB himself.
Pretend you are looking for ‘‘Hans
Brinker and the Silver Skates,”’ but
keep your eye on him. Remember,
this person is not a spy just because
he wants to read a book on lasers.

Many 'espionage organizations
are using women to prowl
America’s libraries. If an attrac-
tive lady sits next to you in a
library and starts playing footsie
under the table with your Nike
sneakers, be alert.

If she follows this up by nuzzling
your ear, you know she’s in the
market for more than an old Na-
tional Georgraphic.

The beauty of helping the FBI in
their library watch is that you don’t
have to do it alone. If you're mar-
ried you can split shifts with your
wife. You could keen watch in the
morning and she could spy in the
afternoon.

Nobody likes to keep tabs on
everyone who comes to a library,

but that’s where foreign agents are '-

getting their information these

days, and since the librarians '
refuse to be on the lookout for the

bad guys, someone has to do it.

One more thing. The way to
checkout a person as to whether he
is a legit library user is to ask to
see his library card. According to
the FBI there are thousands of
spooks walking around with forged
cards manufactured in Budapest.
The way to find out if a card is for
real is to spit on it, and if the ink
runs off, you can start searching
him for his poison pill.
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Nation
OSHA gives high fine

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Occupational
Safety and Health Administration says
serious health problems among workers re-
quired to do repetitive physical labor on
assembly lines prompted the agency’s
second-largest fine ever against a single
company.

IBP Inc. says OSHA is trying to impose
‘““Alice in Wonderland theories’’ on industry,
but the union representing workers at IBP’s
Dakota City, Neb., meatpacking plant hailed
Wednesday’s decifion to get tough with the
company.

OSHA said it was imposing a $3.1 million
fine against IBP for willfully ignoring the
hazards of repetitive motion. The agency
maintains that IBP could have taken
numerous steps to reduce the risk of injury,
but did not.

The affected employees work on production
lines, doing such work as cutting, trimming,
hide removal and lifting meat with hooks, said
OSHA spokesman Terry Mikelson. All the
work is done while the meat moves at high
speed through work stations in a cold, damp
environment.

Transplant child dies

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A feisty, 3-year-old
girl who made medical history with a five-
organ transplant died after a six-month strug-
gle that doctors say will help advance
research into the experimental surgery.

Tabatha Foster of Madisonville, Ky., who
spent most of her life in hospitals, died
Wednesday afternoon, a month shy of her
l fourth birthday, in the intensive care unit at
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.

The 36-pound, pigtailed child was the
world’s longest survivor of a five-organ
transplant. She received a new liver, small in-
testines, pancreas and parts of a stomach and
colon during a 15-hour experimental operation
that ended Nov. 1.

Heeeere’s

BURBANK, Calif. (AP) — Johnny Carson returned
with a vengeance to his late-night show, poking fun at

Similar procedures had been performed on-
ly twice before in the world, and both patients
died within a few days.

An infection in Tabatha’s bloodstream caus-
ed her heart, kidneys and liver to fail, said
hospital spokeswoman Sue Cardillo.

“It was system failure, everything. It was
like a chain reaction,” she said.

Van Gogh sale ‘low’

“NEW YORK (AP) — A Vincent van Gogh
painting 'sold for $13.75 million, the fourth
kighest price paid at an auction, but the sale
disappointed a standing-room-only crowd
after a string of record prices for the artist’s
paintings. ’

‘“‘Portrait of Adeline Ravoux,’”’ which van
Gogh finished shortly before his suicide, sold
at Christie’s auction house Wednesday night
to an anonymous buyer who bid by telephone.

portrait of 'his “innkeeper’s 13-year-old
daughter would ‘bring $15 million, and the
reaction of the audience was subdued in con-
trast to the applause that usually greets a
record price.

Christie’'s had estimated van Gogh’s 1890

revelations of White House astrology in a monologue
he wrote himself to end reruns forced by a 2-month-old
writers’ strike.

“I just could not stay away any longer from all
things that are going on in the country. I was compell
ed to come back,’’ Carson said Wednesday in his first
new show since the strike began March 7.

““You know, we finally have a clue now as to what the
hell (are) the Looney Tunes things that have been com-
ing out of Washington,”’ he told viewers of ‘‘The
Tonight Show."

Carson referred to revelations by former White
House Chief of Staff Donald Regan that Nancy Reagan
regularly consulted an astrologer to determine Presi-
dent Reagan'’s schedule.

‘““We apparently have a new cabinet officer in the
government I was not aware of — the Secretary of
Health, Education and Soothsaying.

“I am not an expert on astrology, I know a little bit
about it, but I understand the horoscope with the chart
as they call it, is divided into the so-called 12 houses,
and I just didn’t know the VYhite House was one of
thein,” Carson quipped. L o AR

‘“‘Apparently the astrologist sy thatjfagan’s sign
is the rising house of Aquariu®" Nancy's house is, |
think, in the house of Adolfo. I could be wrong, it could
be Bill Blass, but I think that’s close,”” he joked, referr-

ing to the fashion designers.

Play Where
Gamblers Fly Free.

Overnight gambling junkets to
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B Round Trip Jet Service
B Deluxe Room

B Full Gaming Casino

B Live Entertainment

B Nevada Style Action

English Only
‘direct attack
on Hispanics’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sup-
porters of a constitutional amend-
ment to make English the coun-
try’s official language fear that
Hispanics are “‘taking over,”’ says
a congressman who opposes the
idea.

““If it is a symbolic measure with
no impact whatsoever on our
rights, then it is a frivolous exer-
cise,”” Rep. Albert Bustamante, D-
Texas, told the House Judiciary
subcommittee on civil and
criminal rights Wednesday.

Rep. Gerald D. Kleczka, D-Wis.,
an opponent, said: ‘It is in fact a
direct attack on Hispanics. No
doubt about it.”’

Supporters testified Wednesday
that the amendment was not in-
tended to stifle freedom, but rather
to clarify public policy and give
legal protection to English.

Rep. Norman D. Shumway, R-
Calif., said he does not want to see
the nation drift unwittingly into a
bilingual country.
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Associated Press photo

BURBANK, Calif. — It's true. Here’s Johnny, and he’s not a rerun either. ““Tonight Show’’ host Johnny
Carson, right, and Ed McMahon take their assigned places on a set at NBC Studios for the first taping of a
new show since the Writers Guild strike sent the showinto nonstop reruns March 7.

Johnny!

Back from writers strike hiatus

Carson also quoted an astrologist as saying that
“‘Reagan performs at his best during a full moon.”

“Big deal,’” Carson said. ‘‘So does the Wolfman.”

Carson pointed out that Reagan said he never made
a policy decision based on astrology, then — dropping
into an imitation of Reagan’s voice — Carson said,
““Well, because that little pointer on my Ouija board
moved to ‘No.””

The host of the NBC-TV show also found time to poke
fun at his marriage and California earthquake predic-
tions involving 16th century seer Nostradamus.

“Things were getting a little testy around the
homestead,’' he said. ‘I really believe that one more
week off and my marriage would be resolved by small
arms fire."”

Carson mentioned the stir in Los Angeles because of
persistent rumors that Nostradamus forecast an ear-
thquake for a city widely believed to be Los Angeles.

‘“He was a flim-flam man of the 16th century,”’ Car-
son said. “‘'If Nostradamus were alive today he would
be Geraldo Rivera.” Rivera entertained millions of
television viewers with stunts such as the opening of Al
Capone’s vault.

Carson announced last week he would return to the
air, writing his own monologues.

Carson, whq is not a member of the striking Writers
Guild of America, said at that time there had been
good-faith negotiations and that all possibilities of
reaching an agreement with the movie and TV in-
dustry were exhausted.
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‘Traitor’ Philby dies

LONDON (AP) — Upper-crust Englishman
Harold ““Kim" Philby, who for nearly three
decades spied for the Soviets from the heights
of British intelligence, died a decorated KGB
officer in Moscow. He was 76.

The Foreign Office said it learned from the
Soviet Embassy in London that Philby had
died Wednesday. The embassy gave no cause
of death. Four months ago, Philby said he was
suffering from arrhythmia, a heart
irregularity

The most damaging double agent in modern
British history, the suave, handsome Philby
sent many Western agents to their deaths.

With three now-deceased colleagues he met
at Cambridge University in the 1930s —
Donald Maclean, Guy Burgess and Anthony
Blunt — Philby turned Britain’s most
precious secrets over to the Kremlin.

By extension, he betrayed the United States,
too, since he was privy to top-secret informa-
tion exchanged by the two allies.

Pope addresses youths

COCHABAMBA, Bolivia (AP) — Pope John
Paul II visited a major South American
cocaine-producing region and told 22,000
young people in‘a soccer stadium to avoid the

temptation of easy riches through drug
trafficking

In another development, the pope learned
that the president of Paraguay canceled the
pontiff’'s meeting next week with opposition
officials in Asuncion.

Bolivia is a major source of the refined co-
caine that reaches the United States. U.S.
soldiers have fought the cocd plantations and
cocaine refineries here. Bolivians themselves
are becoming addicts in increasing numbers.

On Wednesday night in the central Bolivian
city of Cochabamba, gateway to a large coca
leaf-growing zone, the pope first warned
against Marxism, telling his young audience:

“‘Be alert not to be seduced by doctrines
that try to justify violence and hate, that
reduce members of the human family to sim-
ple factors of historical evolution and that
place them in a class struggle.”

Stores enact sanctions

FRANKFURT, West Germany (AP) — Two
of West Germany's largest department store
chains have stopped buying South African
produce for their supermarkets.

The Hertie and Kaufhof chains ,said on
Wednesday the policy was implemented
recently and that little South African produce
remained in their supermarkets.

For more than 10 years, anti-apartheid,
religious and other groups in West Germany
have called on the nation's businesses to
boycott South African goods.

But Elmar Kratz, a Hertie spokesman, said
the decision was based on business considera-
tions. ““When we find our customers are not
buying a certain line or type (of goods) then
we stop purchasing them,” he told reporters.
He said sales of South African produce drop-
ped drasticall<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>