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Action/Reac
Cloudy Weather

Q. Whatever happened to John
Coleman, the weatherman for
ABC’s Good Morning America?

A. Coleman is now working for
the local CBS station in New
York City, which is broadcast on-
ly to New York City viewers, ac-
cording to a Good Morning
America spokeswoman. He left
ABC’s morning show because his
contract was up, the
spokeswoman said.

Calendar:
Art’'s sake

TODAY

® The Howard County Junior
College District Board of
Trustees will meet at 12:30 p.m.
in the board room at Howard
College.

® The Big Spring Art Associa-
tion will hold its monthly
meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the Kent-
wood Center. Becky Smiley will
demonstrate figure drawing us-
ing a live model.

WEDNESDAY

® Overeaters Anonymous will
meet at 1 p.m. in the First United
Methodist Church. -

SATURDAY

® The Baptist Student Union of
Howard College will perform “A
Talent Show to Benefit World
Hunger’’ at 1 p.m. at the Kent-
wood Center.

Tops on TV:
Veni, Vici

The glory and grandeur (plus a
lot of sex, murder and insanity)
of Rome continue at 9 p.m. on
Channel 5 in I, Claudius, the
historical drama dealing with
the rise to power of one of
Rome’s most unlikely but most
influential emperors, Claudius
Drusus Nero. James MacArthur
plays an aging juvenile in the
mini-classic treatment of teen-
age angst in the '50s in The
Young Stranger at midnight on
channel 11. For the late night and
less concerned, Joan and her
husband buy a new house in I
married Joan at midnight on
channel 6.

At the movies:

Flashdance

Flashdance returns to the Ritz,
showing along with Brainstorm.
Nick Nolte in Under Fire debuts
at the Cinema along with
Romantic Comedy. Stryker is
showing at the R-70. Richard
Pryor in Here and Now is still
showing as the 11:30 late show at
the Cinema.

Ovutside:
Warmer

Temperatures should warm
today and tomorrow as the ef-
fects of a cool front dissipate.
Lows tonight should drop into
the low 40s.

Highs Wednesday and Thurs-
day are expected to approach
80. The warming trend is ex-
pected to continue through the
weekend, with balmy
November days and cool, brisk

ts.

The cold front which barged
into the Panhandle last night
and swept across West Texas
this morning dropped
temperatures 20 degrees in
most places and up to 30

in others.

Snow, which fell up to one
foot in Colorado, failed to ac-
company the polar front as far
south as Texas, and no
precipitation is forecast for the
area until this weekend, when a
large, low pressure area is ex-
wcted to swing east from the

‘est Coast area and collide
with a slow moving high

Brom the north, ~ ¢ "

Allman
recalls
Estes’ stay

By CAROL BALDWIN
Staff Writer

When Billie Sol Estes left the
grounds of the Big Spring Federal
Camp early this morning, the local
prison said goodbye to one of its
most famous residents — a man
who made a name for himself
through several multi-million dollar
deals which cost him 12 years in
prison.

Superintendent John Allman
recalled the three years Estes spent
in the Big Spring Federal Camp.

“Billie is probably one of the top
10 men in the nation” in terms of
notoriety, Allman said. ‘“If you went
across the United States asking
names, he would probably fall in the
top 10,”” he said. ‘“‘He has a tremen-
dous identity.”

Although Estes was a notable
name on the prison log, he caused
the institution no trouble and was
treated no differently from anyone
else in the facility, Allman said.

“Billie adjusted to the institution.
We hardly knew he was here,”
Ailman said.

Estes, a former Abilene resident,
came to Big Spring on Aug. 9, 1980
and maintained a low profile at the
camp.

Allman was beseiged with
‘‘numerous requests for interviews,
but Billie felt it best he not go

blic’’ while in Federal Camp so

e granted no interviews until
recently. Allman said Estes did
grant interviews during his last
week in prison with three news
organizations, including a local
radio station, his hometown
newspaper, The Abilene Reporter-
News, and with Forbesmagazine.

Other requests for interviews
were declined. Allman said Estes
told him “‘I believe I've had enough
press coverage.”’

’ See Allman page 2-A

Bubonic

JAMES LUCK
...health officer

HUGS FOR GRANDDAD — Billy Sol Estes reaches
down to hug his granddaughter, Amy, while another
granddaughter, Tricia, stands in the background. The

Herald photo by George von Hassell

one-time Texas millionaire who has spent 12 years in
Texas prisons on charges of fraud was released from
the Big Spring Federal Camp today.

Billie Sol Estes released

Billie Sol
leaves
with style

By CAROL BALDWIN
Staff Writer

The lobby of the Big Spring
Federal Camp was ablaze with
brights lights, television crews,
clicking cameras and reporters as
Billie Sol Estes walked from his
prison dormitory into the waiting
arms of his wife, Patsy, daughter,
Pam Estes, and grandchildren at
7:30 a.m. today.

Estes ended a 3'%-year term at
the Big Spring Camp and was head-
ed to Abilene to spend a month in a
halfway house. A sleek black
limousine and chauffer were
waiting outside the doors of the
prison for the one-time Texas
millionaire who was convicted of
fraud and conspiracy to conceal
assets from the IRS. Estes has
spent more than 12 years on two dif-
ferent occasions in Texas prisons.

‘‘Are you ready to get rid of him,”’
Pam Estes said with a big smile as
she talked with a secretary at the
camp. After signing release papers,
Estes and his troupe exited to the
porch of the prison administration
building. He paused to look up at the
early morning sky and said “I feel
like I died and went to heaven.”

“I'm looking forward to a happy
life,” Estes said as cameras clicked
and reporters hung on to his every
word. “I’'m a happy man.”

Then reaching around to hug his
daughter and grandchildren, he
said with a smile ‘““This is my.life."”

Estes invited the press to ‘‘have a
cup of coffee’’ at Carlo’s
Restaurant, adding that owner
David Gomez ‘‘is a friend of mine."”

Estes and his family slammed the
doors of the limousine and sped off
to the restaurant with newsmen
following close behind.

Estes had been hesitant to talk
with reporters during most of his

See Talks page 2-A

plague discovered in county

By KEELY COGHLAN
Staff Writer

Bubonic plague has been found in
two dead coyotes discovered in the
southwest corner of Howard Coun-
ty, county health officials said
Monday.

Officials, however, told Howard
County commissioners Monday
‘“‘there is no cause for alarm in
Howard County.”

Bubonic plague, which usually is
transmitted from animal to flea to
human or animal, is endemic, or
carried in the animal population of
the county, County health officer
James Luck said.

No cases of the plague have been
reported in nearby counties, Luck
said.

“The only time plague is ex-
tremely frightful is when the plague
becomes urban and pneumonic (or
transmitted from human to human
through the air),” Luck said.

No cases of pneumonic plague
have been reported in the state, he
said.

“We don’'t have any need for
worry, just a need for caution,”
Luck said. “When we deal with
wildlife, whether we're a farmer, a
hunter or a camper, we need to be
aware of nature around us.”’

As a result of tests conducted on a
coyote he caught, county trapper
Randy Lewis told county commis-
sioners Monday he now is testing
every coyote he finds for bubonic
plague. Before, he tested every
other animal, Lewis said.

Bubonic plague has been in the
western United States “‘a long
time,”’ Luck said, arriving during
the 1800s in the United States on
fleas carried on rats aboard ships
docking in San Francisco from the
Orient. Since that time, the plague
has migrated slowly eastward to
the 100th meridian, which divides

Appraisal board jumps gun

on 1984 review appointments

Because members of the HCTAD board are being
voted on now and will be subject to change on Jan. 1,

By CAROL BALDWIN

Staff Writer

Members of the Howard County Tax Appraisal
District board, whose terms expire Dec. 31, had “no
authority to go into 1984’’ and name two men to the Ap-

Review Board, a state property tax board of-

praisal
ficial said Monday.

Don Yates and J.M. Sterling were named last
Wednesday to 1984-85 terms on the Howard County
ARB by outgoing members of the appraisal district
E to Debbie Wheeler, associate direc-
tor of education and standards at the state property tax
board in Austin, 1984 terms should be appointed by in-
coming members of the Howard County Tax Appraisal
District board who will take office on Jan. 1, 1984.

new ARB members before the new

takes office in January, ‘“‘you are tying

the hands of future board members,”” Mrs. Wheeler
said. Old board members do have the right ‘‘to appoint
the terms which come open as they were on

board

HCTAD

1984, the move to appoint ARB members for future
terms is not ‘‘proper procedure,’” state property tax
board officials said.

Ms. Wheeler said the outgoing appraisal district

board should not appoint ARB members for the 1984-85

They don’t have the power to appoint the future.”

year because ‘“‘those terms do not exist’’ at present.
“You have old (outgoing) board members trying to ap-
point new members. The ARB terms have not ex-
pired,” she said, adding that present terms will expire
on Dec. 31, 1983.

Appointing new ARB directors before 1984 “is not a
proper way of administering it,” she said. “We are
talking about brand new terms in the future which do
not exist now.”

A Howard County Tax Appraisal Board for 1984 will
be voted on by various taxing entities in Howard Coun-
ty by today, according to Gene Pereira, chief ap-
rd. praiser of the Howard County Tax Appraisal District.

See Tax page 2-A

West Texas from West Central
Texas.

Symptoms of bubonic plague
among the animal population in the
area are ‘‘die-offs,”” or many deaths
in a particular species that could
carry fleas with the plague, Luck
said. These animals include rab-
bits, rats, groundhogs and other
rodent-like animals.

Other animals can carry the
plague, but are ‘‘asymptomatic,”
or do not exhibit any symptoms of
the plague, Luck said.

““They can live with it,”’ Luck said
of animals like coyotes.

Despite recent publicity on
human deaths from cases of
bubonic plague in New Mexico and
reports that the disease is in the
stages of an epidemic, Luck said the
few cases reported in West Texas do
not even approach the situation in
New Mexico.

Nor is bubonic plague necessarily

fatal, Luck said.

“‘Bubonic plague can be treated
medically with a vaccine if diagnos-
ed in time,” he said.

Persons who contract bubonic
plague itch, feel sick and listless,
Luck said. They develop swelling in
their lymph nodes, especially in
their armpits or groin. If untreated,
the fatality rate in persons who con-
tract the disease runs from 25 to 50
percent, according to county health
office background material on the
disease.

In contrast, the infection in
pneumonic plague localizes in the
lungs and is spread through the air,
Luck said. He said that no cases of
pneumonic plague have been
reported in the state.

The only human case of bubonic
plague reported in Texas occurred
in January 1982 in Ector County,
Luck said. The man who contracted

See Plague page 2-A

GENE PEREIRA
...board problems
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The nays
have it

Court cools hot check plea

By KEELY COGHLAN
Staff Writer

Howard County Commissioners Monday turned
down a request by County Attorney Bob Miller to pay
his employees a $150-a-month salary supplement from
his controversial hot check fund.

The commissioners’ action may not prevent Miller
from issuing the supplements to his three county
employees, because use of monies generated by the hot

) check collections depart-
ment — after merchants are
paid the amount;of outstan-
ding checks collected — is
the sole discretion of the
county attorney, according
to state law.

However, the commis-
sioners’ decision prevents
the county from issuing the
money to Miller’s three
employees who work with
hot check collections as part
of the regular payroll from
the county general fund. The,
request specified that the
general fund would be reim-
bursed by the hot check

MILTON KIRBY
...controversy

fund.

The salary of county attorney’s office employee
Melba Soles, who runs the hot check division, is paid by
a similar plan. Mrs. Soles is paid through the general
fund, but monies from the hot check fund pay her
salary, insurance benefits, social security benefits and
all other charges, according to County Treasurer Bon-
nie Franklin.

In a vote that was confusing because of the county
judge’'s failure to call audibly for opposing votes, Com-
missioner William Crooker’s motion to approve
Miller’s request was overturned, 3-2.

Both Crooker and Commissioner Paul Allen, who
seconded the motion, voted for Miller’s request. Coun-
ty Judge Milton Kirby then announced, without actual-
ly calling for votes opposing the motion, that the
resolution ‘‘failed for lack of support,”’. Commissioner
David Barr earlier had announced his intentions to op-
pose Miller’s request, while Commissioner Louis
Brown had said before the vote that he was not going to
vote for anything he didn’t understand.

Commissioners later determined that both Barr and
Brown had opposed the measure, creating a tie that
the judge broke by siding with Brown and Barr.

During discussion of Miller’s proposal, Crooker said
the request was ‘‘a matter of accomodation’’ with
Miller. He also said the commissioners had created a
‘“similar’’ situation by paying the county judge’s
secretary — who also serves as the commissioners’
secretary — a supplemental income from their budget.

Commissioner David Barr, who spoke against the
proposal before the vote was taken, said he objected to
the measure because it ‘‘would throw every other
department out of balance’ with the salaries paid by
the county attorney’s office.

Barr also said he objected to the measure because
county commissioners had no control over the hot
check fund. He also said the measure would have
amounted to approval of Miller’'s disposal of the
monies in the hot check fund, which became a source
of controversy earlier this year because of the ways
the fund was spent.

Miller came under criticism for his handling of the
fund when courthouse employees discovered some of
the money was spent on pins as Christmas gifts for his
employees, a Dale Carnegie course and a seminar he
taught.

Miller replied to Barr’s statements opposing his re-
quest by saying he understood Barr’s position.

“It’s the luck of the draw whether you work in that
department. If it (the supplemental salary for his
employees) sets salaries out of line with (those in)
other departments, I can understand (your action),”
Miller said. ‘I don’t know how it affects the bookkeep-
ing. They’ll be making two paychecks (now).”

In addition, Miller told commissioners that he was
unable to find any law requiring commissioners to hire
an architect to construct an addition to the courthouse
to store county records. The commissioners are con-
sidering adding space to the building because the city
fire marshall recently informed them of fire hazards in
the county clerk’s records storage area in the cour-
thouse basement.

However, Miller told commissioners that since the
county is considering using revenue-sharing funds for
the project that an architect might be required to
satisfy state and federal construction regulations. He

" also said the requirement could be contained in ad-
ministrative regulations of which he was not aware.

In other action, commissioners decided to have the
county engineer set specifications for bids to elec-
trically rewire some offices in the courthouse. County
auditor Jackie Olson received estimates on the elec-
trical work varying by several thousand dollars, pro-
mpting commissioners to ask for the bids.
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‘GREETINGS — Billy Sol Estes hugs his chauffeur as
his troupe of relatives and friends prepares to leave

Herald photo by George von Hassell

the Big Spring Federal Camp this morning. About 30
newsmen were on hand for Estes release from prison.

Talks

Continued from page 1-A

stay in prison, but said his daughter
had written a book, entitled ‘‘Billie
Sol,” that had changed his attitude.

“Pam was a little girl when I
went to prison,” he remembered.
‘“‘She grew up and became a jour-
nalism student. She spent 20 years
working on this book. I wouldn’t
have looked at the past.”

This is Estes’ second release from
prison. He was first paroled in 1971
and remembers ‘I ran away from
the press. I never wanted to see the
press.”” He added he would ap-
preciate ‘‘anything you can do for
my daughter:"

As he drank coffee, ate Hersey
bars and talked in the restaurant,
he said ‘“When I left that prison, I
left a part of me. I left some loyal
friends.”

Estes first went to prison in the
1960s and said some of the guards at
the Big Spring Federal Camp had
been in other facilities in’which he
had stayed. “I've known some of
them for 15 to 20 years. I feel real
close to them.”

Estes praised John Allman,
superintendent of the Big Spring
Camp, commending him on several
programs, including one in which
inmates are given time to attend
church.

Prisoners in the camp were
friends, Estes said, who 'threw a
party for him Monday night and
“bought more than 400 books that
my daughter had. Some didn’t have
the money; it was sad. But they
gave me so much support. I leave
here with no bitterness, no malice.”

Before Estes entered the lobby
this morning to greet the press,
more than 100 prisoners formed a
line that Estes walked through.

‘“They prayed for me. They
treated me real special,” he said.
Some of the inmates ‘‘wanted to
know if I needed financial help.
There are a lot of beautiful people
inside.”

He said he told the men at the
prison ‘I wasn't saying goodbye.
This is a bend in the road.”

Estes said he planned now to head

Plague

for Abilene “‘to be a neighbor.. to be
buried there. I'm going home."”’

In the future “Who knows, we
might write another book.”

He said he planned to take stock -

of his future and ‘‘find out where we
are. I'm a compulsive person. When
I take one drink, I'm a total drunk.
I’'m not going to do that from now
on. I'm just one bad deal from doing
life in prison. I’'m an insane person,
but I believe there is a higher
power...God...that can keep me
straight. Before, my goal was to
build an empire. Money, money,
money.”’

Hugging his grandchildren, he
said ‘““‘Here’s my real assets. I'm go-
ing to help Pam every way I can to
sell her book.”

Estes said he also plans to help
with an upcoming Home Box Office
movie which is in the works about
his life. ‘‘I've been asked to help.”’

Daughter Pam walked through
the press corps with a big smile and
time to talk to anyone with a
question.

“We’'re really excited. He’s spent
312 years here and we spent four
years before that fighting not to get
him here. I'm excited he’s out.
We're going to protect him from
getting back here. We’ll be monitor-
ing his calls and visits.

“There are so many people who
want to use his ability to make
money. We're already getting peo-
ple calling. We're going to try and
keep him away from a lot of
problems.”

Billie Sol said that prison terms
are “‘a lot more painful on the fami-
ly. The men adjust to prison. They
treated us real kindly in prison. But
it’s harder on the man’s family than
the man.”

He said he anticipates no trouble
getting back into society and credits
the prison’s furlough program for
helping him adjust.

“When I got out of prison before, I
felt like a lost deer in a snowstorm.”
Although he credits the furlough
program, he remembers “It was
hard to go out and hard to come

back. But I have a faithful, loyal
family who really supported me.”

Estes had kind words for friends.
““When I got into trouble my friends
quit giving me bills. They don’t
charge me anymore. West Texas is
a different group of people — the
finest in the world.”

He told reporters that Big Spr-
inger ‘“‘Pete Jones is like a son to
me.”” He met Jones more than 20
years ago at a Church of Christ
meeting in Odessa and the friend-
ship was renewed when Estes came
to Big Spring to serve in the Big Spr-
ing Camp. Jones and his wife,
Angel, sponsored Estes on trips out-
side the camp and took him to
church.

Estes petitioned last year for an
early release from prison and said
at that time he was suffering from a
weight loss. He was turned down
and that time and talked about how
he dealt with that disappointment.

“I tried to live one day at a time.
In prison, you don’t worry about
tomorrow. The Bible has a plan for
life. When you get in jail — you turn
to it, try to learn it, try to follow it. I
believe in destiny. There is a pur-
pose for all of us. We shouldn’t ques-
tion. When I look back I think how
wealthy I'was at such a young age,
but I was never content. I'm more
content now. I'm not going to reach
for stardom. I'm real happy. I just
ask everyone pray for me and we’ll
remember everyone in our prayers.

“I'm going to start a new life and
I thank God for being so good to me.
I can’t tell you how it feels to be
free.”

Estes told reporters “‘I'm striving
to change. I tried to find myself in
prison. I've got no ambition to get
great riches again. I'm going home
areal happy man, but I left a part of
me out there (at the prison.)

In response to a reporter’s ques-
tion about Estes’ financial state
now, he said ‘‘I’'m one of the richest
men in the world. I see my wealth
all around me.”’ His wife answered
“But we don’t have any cash.”

Continued from page 1-A

the plague died, but only because he
found out too late for effective treat-
ment, Luck said.

Officials remain unsure about
how the man contracted the plague
since they did not locate any
animals with plague, Luck said, but
they believe he probably got the
disease from a rabbit. The man had
been hunting rabbits and probably
was bitten by fleas from an open
carcass he brought homeé, Luck
said.

Allman

New Mexico has been in a state of
a “‘borderline epidemic”’ of bubonic
plague since the mid 1970s, Luck
said. Cases there in which humans
have contracted the disease from
flea bites range from lows of five
and eight cases a year to a high of
35, he said.

Current figures on cases among
humans in New Mexico for 1983
show that six persons out of the 29
cases reported this year have died
from bubonic plague, Luck said.

Although recent statistics show
an upswing in cases reported in
New Mexico, national figures show
992 cases of the disease have been
reported in humans from 1900 to
1972. During this time the mortality
rate from the plague has declined,
partially due to better treatment.

From 1958 and 1972, nine persons
died of the plague out of 51 reported
cases, according to national
statistics supplied by the health
office.

Continued from page 1-A

“I can understand that,”’ Allman
said. ““This is a tramautic time for
him.”

Allman refers to Estes as ‘‘Billie”’
and says he calls all his inmates by
their first names if they allow it,
which most do. “We are very relax-
ed here,”” Allman said. ‘“We don’t
have violent prisoners. We are pro-
fessional, yet relaxed. We try to
keep things as normal as you can
get” in prison.

Estes fit into this atmosphere
easily, Allman said. ‘“‘He was a non-
violent inmate” who was imprison-
ed on charges of fraud and ex-
ecuting a scheme of conspiracy to
fraud. ‘““All our prisoners are non-
violent, and he was a very non-
violent inmate.”’

Not all of the Big Spring prisoners
are convicted on tax fraud schemes
or swindles, Allman added. ‘““They
are not all white collar. They come
from all walks of life. We have in-
digents who are in prison for
transporting aliens, and we have
wealthy fraudulents who misap-
propriated funds. We don’t have
people charged with armed rob-
m,"kidmpping, rape, things like

Like all prisoners in Big Spring,
‘“‘Billie enjoyed furloughs during the
last year to reorient himself with
society. He had visits from his fami-
ly, just like other inmates. He re-
qﬂired no special care from me at
a "'

During 1982, Estes appeared
before a U.S. Parole Commission
board to request an early release
from prison but was denied his re-
quest. At that time, he complained
of a loss of appetite and a drop in his
weight.

Allman said any prisoner com-
plaining of health problems is refer-
red to four local physican’s
assistants who work at the federal
camp, or to a doctor who visits the
pril:on regularly and is always on
call.

If there is a medical problem
which requires care ‘“we im-
mediately take inmates to area
hospitals. Billie Sol spent a few days
in a hospital in the local area’” while
at the federal camp, Allman said.

Allman has the authority to peti-
tion for a prisoner’s release if they
have ““a terminal illness,” he said.
;:;:e"not done that since I've been

Estes and other prisoners at the
Big Spring Federal Camp shared
days which were very much alike.
He followed the standard pro-
cedures of “‘waking up at 6 a.m. The
men are expected to get up and
clean up their room.” Rooms are
expected to be up to “military stan-
dards’’ and are inspected regularly.

At 7:30 p.m., all prisoners go to
breakfast, then on to a job at the
camp. They are given a noon meal,
then return to their jobs until 3:30
p.m., when they head back to their
dorms

At 4 pm., “there is a stand up
count. The prisoners stand in
their doorways and are count:f."

Supper follows, then ‘““the inmates
are free for recreation until 10 p.m.,
when there is another room count.
After that time, they are allowed to
move about in their own building.
There are silent counts every two
hours throughout the night,” where
guards go through the dorms to
make sure inmates are where they
should be.

nges only on
Saturday and Sunday. On weekends
and holidays prisoners may sleep
later and are allowed visitors.

Police Bea

2 injured in wreck

Two persons were slightly injured in a one-car acci-
dent Monday in the 500 block of N.E. Third.

Police said a 1974 Chevrolet Monte Carlo driven by
Gloria Aquirre Hernandez of 612 N.W. Third was
traveling eastbound on Third at a moderate to high
rate of speed when the right two wheels of the car left
the roadway, struck and climbed a guy wire, hit a pole
approximately six feet from the ground, flipped over
and landed upside down on the street.

Hernandez and another passenger were taken to a
doctor by private vehicle.

® Zina Wood, employee of Keaton Kolor at 1309
Gregg, told police at 8:55 a.m. Monday that somone
entered the business between 1 p.m. Saturday and 8:30
a.m. Monday, damaged a glass window, and stole a
Kodak camera worth $60 and about $10Q in currency
and coins, police reports said.

@ Keith Walker of 2508 Central told police at 9:15
a.m. Monday that someone between 8:45 p.m. Sunday
and 7:30 a.m. Monday stole a General tire worth $150
from his vehicle parked in the driveway of his
residence.

® Marilyn Mason, 44, of 1607 E. 17th reported two
glass window panes in a storage shed were broken at
around 5:15 p.m. Friday at the residence. Mason told
police she saw two juveniles throwing rocks at the shed
and holding BB guns. .

® Jesse Willard Robertson, 67, of Plainview was ar-
rested at 5:55 p.m. Monday on suspicion of driving
while intoxicated, police reports said.

® Dayle Motley, 44, of Ackerly was arrested at 9:01
p.m. Monday in connection with traffic warrents,
police reports said.

Sheriff’s Log

Tools reported stolen

Bruce Henshaw, an employee at Don’s Machine
Shop on the Snyder Highway, told county authorities at
9:14 a.m. Monday that someone between 1 p.m. Sun-
day and 8:30 a.m. Monday stele tools worth $1,000 from
a 1975 International truck parked at the business’ north
side, reports said.

® Carlos B. Marquez, 22, of 610 N.W. Eighth was ar-
rested at 8 a.m. Monday by county authorities on
Howard County warrants of burglary and felony theft
and an Ector County warrant of burglary, reports said.

Torres murder trial begins

A 29-year-old Big Spring man will be tried Wednes-
day in 118th District Court for the Feb. 5 shooting death
of a Midland man.

Alfredo Torres, 29, of Northcrest Apartments has
been charged with the murder of Daniel Alvarez Rios,
39, who died of a gunshot wound to the chest shortly
after midnight Feb. 6 at Malone-Hogan Hospital, ac-
cording to Big Spring Police Chief Rick Turner.

Rios had been shot once with a small-caliber han-
dgun at Fina’s Restaurant at 200 N. Gregg just after 11
p.m. Feb. 5, police said.

Torres was arrested by police in the 980 block of
Lamesa Street shortly after the shooting, Turner said.

Torres, who was carrying a handgun at the time of
his arrest, also was wanted by police on a warrant for
aggravated assault in connection with another case,
Turner saig.

Torres was released Feb. 18 from county jail on
$45,000 bond.

Tax

Continued from page 1-A

By Dec. 1, county clerk Margaret Ray will count the
ballots and declare winners.

When asked if ARB members had been appointed il-
legally, Pereira said ‘“No, no, no.” He read from the
state property tax code and said ‘‘members hold two-
year terms which begin Jan. 1.”” He then added, “I
don’t know how you can get them sworn in Jan. 1 any
other way.”

He said, “I’'m not an attorney, but that is my inter-
pretation from the state property tax board. This is
what I was told to do. If we are operating illegally, then
I was advised illegally.”

Pereira contacted the Herald about 30 minutes after
his initial interview and said “I've talked with an at-
torney with the state property tax board to see if my in-
terpretation still stands. Apparently they were con-
tacted about my interpretation. I checked it out not
more than 15 minutes ago. They (members of the state
board) are studying my interpretation and it could be
changed. My interpretation could stand or could be
pulled back.”

For the record

The Red Cross certicates mentioned in a story last
Saturday were discovered at the local Red Cross of-
fice, not the Veteran’s Administration Medical Center.

Deaths

h 4, 1978.

She was a member of the
First Baptist Church, the
Altrusa Club, Daughters of
the American Revolution
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Services for Mrs. W.H.
(Beth) Kay, 76, who died
Saturday, will be at 2 p.m.
Wednesday at the Nalley-
Pickle Rosewood Chapel
with Dr. Kenneth Patrick,
pastor of the First Baptist
Church, officiating.
Graveside services will be
at 2 p.m. Thursday at
Greenwood Cemetery in
Fort Worth.

She was born Dec. 22,
1906 in Ballinger, Texas.
She married William H.
Kay on Jan. 31, 1936 in
Weatherford. They moved
to Big Spring in 1943. He

MONUMENTS
SEE OR CALL
" MRS. PETE THOMAS

PH. 303-827¢
SAND SPRINGS, TX.
Repressnting

MEMORIAL CO.

Wortmanay

Reascanbly Priced

and the Genealogical
Society.

She had been editor of
the Signal Peak, a monthly
newsletter of the
Genealogical Society.

Prior to coming Big Spr-
ing, she was employed by
Kinbell Mills in Fort
Worth. She worked at
Cosden here for almost 30
years.

Sameral Fhime

wnd. Rooowved (hopel

Mrs. W. H. (Beth)
Kay, 77, died at her
home. Services will be
at 2:00 P.M. Wednes-
day at Nalley-Pickle
Rosewood Chapel.
Graveside services
will be at 2:00 P.M.
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By the Associated Press

Tyson honored for courage

NEW YORK — Actress Cicely Tyson, whose films
include The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman is
among 18 women
recognized by the Wonder
Woman Foundation for
courage, promoting
peace and creativity.

Miss Tyson was cited as
a Woman of Courage as
the awards were
presented Monday by
John Chancellor of NBC
News at the foundation’s
second annual awards
ceremony.

The awards, for women
over. age 40, are given by
the Wonder Woman Foun-
dation, organized by
Warner Communications

CICELY TYSON

...courageous

and DC Comics Inc.

Chancellor described the women, who share
$120,000 in prize money, as ‘women who have the
strength to fight, to dare, to laugh at fate, to live
through injustice and triumph.”’

Another recipient was Agnes Mary Mansour of
Lansing, Mich., who resigned from the Sisters of
Mercy after a Vatican ultimatum that she publicly
condemn abortions or quit the state agency that ad-
ministered Medicaid payments for them.

Wounded newsman returns

LOS ANGELES — Newscaster Jerry Dunphy,
shot Oct. 24 in the neck and left arm, has returned to
work at KABC-TV and described the “‘panic and ter-
ror”’ of the attack on him and a companion as they
drove to work in his Rolls-Royce.

He returned to work three weeks to the day after
four men ‘‘one shouting obscenities, tried to gun
down makeup artist Sandra Marshall and me as we
headed back to Work right here in this studio,”” said
Dunphy, 62, on his return Monday.

No one has been arrested in the attack despite a
$25,000 reward offered by the station, but police say
they believe the attack was random and not aimed
specifically at Dunphy.

Ms. Marshall still has not returned to work.

Ex-Menudo idol mobbed

NEW YORK — Several thousand screaming
young women besieged City Hall to get a glimpse of
a former member of the singing group Menudo,
Miguel Cancel, when he went there for a visit.

Miguel, who had to leave the group because he
has reached age 16, the retirement age for
members of the Puerto Rican grouo, was being
honored at the request of several prominent
Hispanics and was greeted by Mayor Edward Koch.

Police reinforcements were called in Monday to
hold back the crowd, which damaged about 15 cars
in the City Hall parking lot.

Several young women close to the barricades had
to be pulled to safety by police as the crowd behind
pushed forward.

The singer later escaped through a side door.

Noguchi predicts return

LOS ANGELES — Dr. Thomas Noguchi predicts
that sooner or later he will be reinstated as Los
Angeles county coroner,
but meantime he has a
sign on his office door
saying, ‘‘Welcome to

It's been 20 months
since the county Board of
Supervisors stripped
Noguchi of the coroner’s
title.

Accused of being a poor
manager who spent too
much time on personal
projects, and charged
with saying too much 3
about the deaths of

celebrities, Noguchi was
demoted to physician- PR- THOMAS NOGUCHI

specialist. ...controversial

Noguchi, 56, says his critics figured the demotion
would be more than his ego- could stand and he
would resign.

“Fighting the politicians is my hobby,”” he said in
a recent interview. ‘I foresee that in the very near
future, I will be returned as the chief medical ex-
aminer and coroner of Los Angeles County.

The latest brouhaha centers on Noguchi’s new
book, ‘‘Coroner.”’

Board of Supervisors Chairman Mike Antonovich
accused Noguchi of trying to ‘‘make a fast buck’ on
the book, which details celebrity deaths.

B |
By the Associated Press

U.S. Naval attache killed

ATHENS — A U.S. Navy captain serving with the
American military mission to Greece was shot and
killed today by a gunman who pulled alongside the
officer’s car on a motorcycle.

The American was identified as Capt. George
Tsantes, 53, of New York City, chief of the naval sec-
tioninthe.lothS Military Advisory Group in
Greece, a U.S. Embassy spokesman said.

Embauy spokesman Peter Synodis said Tsantes,
an American of Greek descent, arrived in Greece in
April 1983. He was married with three children, and
had served a previous tour in the Greek capital.

A police spokesman said two men on a motorcycle
came up alongside Tsantes’ official car, a black
Buick, \vhen it stopped a traffic light at a junction on
a busy north of the city center.

One of the men on the motorcycle “‘fired at least
seven shots with a .45 caliber gun,” said the
spokesman, who declined to be identified.

Tsantes was hit four times in the neck and chest,
and one bullet entered his heart, said the
spokesman, adding, “He must have died almost
immediately.”

Police said there had been no claim of respon-
sibility for the attack.

The shooting took place at 7:30 a.m. (1:30 a.m.
EST) as Tsantes was driving from his home in the
northern suburb of Psychico to his office at the U.S.
Embassy in downtown Athens.

* Tsantes’ driver, identified as Nikos Valoutsas,
was seriously wounded in the attack, the police said.
A spokeswoman at Hygeia Hospital said he was shot
at least three times and was undergoing surgery for
stomach wounds.

PLO repulses Syrian attack

TRIPOLI — Syrian-backed guerrilla mutineers
mounted a tank assault today to dlslodge PLO chief
Yasser Arafat from his
stronghold in northern
Lebanon, but he claimed
the attack was crushed.

With shells falling
around his quarters in
Tripoli, Arafat’s office
said in a communique
that the attackers were
driven back after seven
hours of fierce combat on
the outskirts of the Bad-
dawi refugee camp.

The communique from
the Palestine Liberation
Organization said 13
Syrian army tanks were YASSAR ARAFAT
destroyed and 50 PLO --.besieged
rebels and Syrian commandos captured in the
fighting that collapsed a four-day-old ceasefire.

Another PLO communique, issued in Tunis,
claimed Col. Salah Maani, military commander of
the Syrian-supported Saiga guerrilla group, was
killed in the attack on Baddawi and that his body
was brought to Tripoli.

It also claimed Capt. Ahmed Jibril, leader of the
Libyan-backed Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine-General Command, suffered a head
wound in the fighting and was hospitalized in Zagor-
ta, seven miles east of Tripoli.

The news in brlef

But Jibril’s official spokesman in Damascus,
Fadl Shrouro, denied the PLO claim, saying, ““‘Capt.

Jibril is quite safe and exercising his normal
functions.”

The tank assault, backed by infantry an artillery,
initially concentrated on Baddawi, but later spilled
into Tripoli, including the main commercial
thoroughfare. Shops closed and streets were empty.

A few shells struck Tripoli’s oil refinery on Bad-
dawi’s edge, setting oil storage tanks on fire. The
Lebanese government says it lost $100 million from
burning crude and refined oil in the past two weeks
of PLO warfare.

Tripoli is 50 miles north of Beirut, which was
shaken this morning by the sound of rapid explo-
sions as shells and rockets crashed into
predominantly Christian east Beirut.

Police said the intense barrage, which lasted 30
minutes, injured five motorists and forced schools
in most of east Beirut to close for the day. Christian-
controlled radio stations blamed on Syrian-backed
Druse militiamen in the central mountains
overlooking the capital.

Nuclear arms talks cut short

GENEVA — The Soviet delegation left the
medium-range nuclear arms talks after 35 minutes
today, the shortest session during nearly two years
of negotiations, but U.S. officials said the two sides
will meet Thursday.

The brief meeting came one day after the arrival
in Britain of the first of 572 new U.S-built cruise and
Pershing 2 missiles scheduled for deployment in
Western Europe if the negotiations fail to produce
an accord.

Chief Soviet negotiator Yuli A. Kvitsinsky refused
to comment to reporters as he left the U.S. delega-
tion building where the session took place, but 20
minutes later the office of U.S. negotiator Paul H.
Nitze announced that the talks would continue
Thursday.

Negotiating sessions usually have lasted from one
to two hours since they began in November 1981, but
the brief stay of the Soviets today was seen as poten-
tially significant since they have threatened
repeatedly to leave the talks when the U.S. begins
deploying new missiles.

viet mission spokesman Vladimir Evdokuchine
said a Soviet delegation member had told him that
continuation of the talks depended on what was said
at today'’s session. He did not elaborate.

Plea made for democracy

WASHINGTON — The Reagan administration, in
a fresh appeal to Nicaraguan officials to establish
democracy, is suggesting the alternative for them
could be the kind of political upheaval that led to the
imprisonment and death of the Grenadian leader-
ship a month ago.

That thesis was set forth in a speech Monday
night to Organization of American States foreign
ministers by Deputy Secretary of State Kenneth
Dam, who said the lesson of Grenada is that
‘“political differences tend to degenerate into
violence’ without democratic safeguards.

Calling Nicaragua an obstacle to peace in Central
America, Dam accused the Sandinistas of failing to
negotiate in good faith.

Missile protesters become violent

LONDON (AP) — outa plastic squeeze bottle
Demonstrators sprayed and sprayed his face and
" Defense Secretary Michael bushy: blond hair with red

Heseltine with red paint, paint.
chained themselves to the

marine dock today to pro-

Heseltine, shaken but
gates of a U.S. air baseand unhurt, disappeared into
climbed a 150-foot radio an anteroom to clean up,
tower at a nuclear sub- then addressed the

students — and had to submarines dock. They
shout to be heard above climbed the radio tower,
hecklers. unfurled anti-nuclear ban-
At Faslane Bay, ners and stayed for six
Scotland, three hours before agreeing to
demonstrators invaded the come down.
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Clear skies forecast

By The Associated Press

A few heavy thunderstorms, left over from the
cold front that moved across the state Monday,
lingered along the Texas coast early today, but a
building high-pressure ridge was expected to turn
skies clear statewide.

Light fog that developed in the lower Rio Grande
Valley was the only other significant weather in the
state, though the National Weather Service had
issued small craft advisories for up and down the

" Gulf of Mexico off the Texas coast because of the

thunderstorms, which were expected to end this
afternoon.

Temperatures early today cooled into the 30s in
the plains, but the mercury stayed in the 60s
throughtout South Texas and the coastal region.
Elsewhere readings were mostly in the 50s and 60s.
The 4 a.m. extremes ranged from a chilly 34 at
Amarillo to a 70-degree reading at Brownsville.

Winds were generally northerly with speeds rang-
ing from 10 to 20 miles per hour over the plains and
in Central and South Texas. Elsewhere winds blew
at 5 miles per hour or less.

Forecasters predicted sunny skies statewide to-
day with afternoon highs ranging from the 60s in
North Texas and in the 70s in South Texas.

Elsewhere in the U.S., tornadoes roared through
northern Alabama with heavy rain and hail early to-
day, klling one person and causing several injuries
and considerable property damage.

The twisters were part of a series of storms that
erupted over the central Gulf states Monday -and
early today as a cold front spread from
southeastern Texas to Alabama.

Cullman County Chief Deputy E.C. Ellard said 16
people were injured and treated at Cullman
Medical Center when high winds caused con-
siderable damage in the eastern portion of the coun-
ty. Several ambulances were dispatched to the
area.

Ellard said the tops were blown off several
homes, power lines and trees were down and the
Berlin Baptist Church was leveled. He said the
damage and injuries occurred in the Berlin-Simcoe
area in east Cullman County around 12:30 a.m.

Light rain and drizzle touched the Great Lakes
region from Minnesota eastward, turning to snow in
Northern Michigan.

Showers extended from northern Alabama and
Georgia to Kentucky and from the Carolinas to West
Virginia. Other showers dampened New Jersey.

Snow was reported in southeastern South Dakota.

A cold front moving into the Pacific Northwest
generated rain in Washington state with winds
gusting to 50 mph along the Washington and Oregon
coasts.

Temperatures at 2 a.m. EST ranged from 14 at
Houlton, Maine, to 75 at Houston, Texas.

West Texas — Clear and cooler today. Clear and cold tonight. Sunny
and warmer Wednesday. Highs today near 60 Panhandle to upper 60s
south except mid-70s Big Bend valleys. Lows tonight near 30 Panhandle to
upper 30s south except mid-40s Big Bend valleys. Highs Wednesday near
70 Panhandle to mid-70s south except lower 80s Big Bend valleys

naval base where Britain’s Y
nuclear-armed Polaris v/))' .y..').g.{.“

test the arrival of Europe’s
first cruise missiles.

At least 145 people were
arrested, most of them at
Greenham Common Air
Base, 50 miles west of Lon-
don, where the missiles ar-
rived Monday, police said.

Heseltine, arriving to ad-
dress a Conservative stu-
dent union meeting at Man-
chester University, strode
smilingly up to some 200
demonstrators gathered
outside the front door. One
of the protesters reached

Stolen gavel
disrupts crime
program

Texas (AP) — The Alamo
Heights police chief attend-
ed a city council meeting to
announce a crime-fighting
program, but the session
was disrupted briefly when
the mayor discovered that
his gavel had been stolen.

investigation,”” said Roger
Terry, chief of police

finally opened the meeting
after casually remarking,
““My gavel appears to have
been stolen over the

IT'S
COMING!!!
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