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JUST LOOKIN' —

(AP WIREPHOTO)

Punxsutawney Phil, the world famous weather wat-
ching rodent, looks for his shadow on Gobbler's Fnob near Punx-
sutawney, Pa. Friday. According to groundhog watchers, if Phil see his
shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter, if not, an early spring.
Friday's verdict was six more weeks of winter, but mild weather.

Groundhog
Day today

PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. (AP) —
Like the ox and the goose, Punx-
sutawney Phil, the legendary
groundhog, ventures forth today to
forecast the end of winter.

With several inches of snow on the
ground and temperatures in the teens,
six more weeks of winter seemed a
safe bet. But only Phil can make it
official in some eyes.

According to German legend in
these parts, Punxsutawney Phil
emerges from hibernation each year
on Groundhog Day, Feb. 2, and points
his nose to the winter breeze.

If he sees his shadow, the squat,
furry beast scampers back into his
hole, and the nation is in for six more
weeks of snow and ice. If he doesn’t,
spring is just around the corner.

Elsewhere, sayings from around the
world link Candlemas Day — Feb. 2 —
animals, and weather predictions.

Charles Hosler, a meteorologist at
Pennsylvania State University, of-
fered these examples from England:

“If it snows on 2nd February, only
so much as may be seen on a black ox,
then summer will soon come."’

““If on 2nd February the goose finds
it wet, then the sheep will have grass
on 25th March.”

But here, it's the groundhog that
counts. Local tradition insists Phil is
the same critter that began the annual
rn( 92 years ago, although

greundhogs live seven or eight
years.

Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow
today, and according to the legend
that means the nation is in for six
more weeks of snow and cold.

The Groundhog Day forecast came
as no surprise to several hundred
onlookers who waited to hear the
groundhog's verdict in several inches
of snow and toe-numbing sub-teen
temperatures.

100 peaceful demonstrators

engreceives warm
welcome from Clements

HOUSTON (AP) — Chinese Vice
Premier Teng Hsiao-ping was greeted
in Houston today by cold, blusterly
weather and a somewhat warmer
welcome from Gov. Bill Clements and
a brass band playing, ‘‘Hey, Look Me
Over.”

“You are most welcomed to
Texas,”” Clements told Teng, who
arrived on a flight from Atlanta. “We
have a great curiosity about China
and we are glad you are here.

““We in Texas have a reputation for
hospitality and after you visit us you
will know this.”’

Clements presented the vice
premier with a large basket filled with
toys for the children of China.

The governor said, ‘‘These toys are
from the frontier days of early Texas.
Our children welcome you to Texas."’

Teng, standing on a platform in a
brisk wind, said he hoped to learn in
Houston about oil production and
‘“‘other of your industries.”

About 100 peaceful demonstrators
waited at the main gate of Ellington
Field, the former air force base, and
waved Republic of China flags.

After the airport ceremony, where
he also was greeted by Houston Mayor
Jim McConn, Teng went to view
American space technology at the
Johnson Space Center. Later he was
to tour one of the world's largest
drilling tool manufacturers.

He will attend a rodeo and barbecue
in Simonton tonight and speak to
editors and publishers Saturday.

No top city or state officials will
accompany Teng’'s party on its
Southeast Texas tour

Bahktiar still wants meeting

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Shouts of
“Death to Carter!"’ rang out today as
tens of thousands of Ayatullah
Ruhollah Khomeini's followers
surrounded the headquarters of the
leader of Iran's revolution while he
prayed and mapped political strategy

The mob also chanted ‘‘Death to

Construction
‘boom’ lingers
in Big Spring

Despite record-breaking con
struction in the city last year, totals
continued to rise during the first
month of this year.

With 22 permits issued, costs were
estimated at $467,667. During January
of 1978, 27 permits were issued
totaling only $335,685

By far the largest permit of the
month was one issued for the
remodelling of the Church of Christ at
1401 Main. Estimated cost for the
project is $200,000

In commercial projects, con-
struction of the new Church's Fried
Chicken Restaurant at 1100 Gregg
heads the list with an estimated cost
of $75,000. This is closely followed by
the construction of a new office for Dr
John Key at 709 Scurry, costing
$70,000.

Cotton Mize will also construct a
new commercial building at 501 N.
Birdwell with an estimated cost of
$35,000

In residential building, only one new
home was slated during the month.
Steve Herren will put up a new
residence at 1919 Allendale, costing
$55,000

Huyser!” U.S. Gen. Robert Huyser,
deputy commander of American
forces in Europe, has been in Tehran
for several weeks. U.S. sources say he
is President Carter’s liaison officer
with the [ranian army

Prime Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar,

meanwhile, told state radio he wants
to meet with Khomeini for an “‘ex-
change of views'’ that could lead to a

political solution of the Iranian crisis.

He proposed the meeting in an in-
terview with state radio and did not
elaborate. There was no immediate

Exemption for homeowners

Affidavit could reduce

your school tax bill

Be sure that you retrieve the insert
in today's Herald. It is not a coupon to
help reduce the weekly food bill, but it
is an affidavit that could reduce your
school tax bill next year

The “Tax Relief”’ Amendment,
which was approved last Nov. 7 by
Texas voters, is now having its first
step implemented by the Big Spring
Independent School District. It's very
simply — if you are a homeowner, any
age, an you file a Residential
Homestead Exemption, you could
qualify to have $5,000 of the ‘market
value’ of your home exempt from
school taxes. The exemption may be
on the total tax rate or only the
maintenance tax rate, Either way, the
saving could exceed $50 on your school
taxes.

The Big Spring Independent School
District wants all of its’ qualifying
homeowners to take advantage of this
tax exemption and it is anticipated
that several thousand homeowners
will qualify. If the qualifying taxpayer

Income tax swindler sentenced

to five years in U.S. prison

Robert E. Sims, 42, was sentenced
Thursday in U.S. District Court in
Lubbock to five years imprisonment
for his involvement in a locally

nized tax scam.

ims, a former Big Spring resident
now residing in Wichita Falls, is one of
26 who were indicted on Jan. 16 for
conspiracy in filing false claims with
the U.S. government and issuing false
tax returns to the Internal Revenue
Service. All indicted were present or
former Big Spring residents.

Sims was arraigned before U.S.
District J Halbert Woodward on
Jan. 24, at which time he plead guilty
to two counts of conspiracy two
counts of filing false claims. The of-

fenses took place during the years
1975 and 1977

An additional 21 individuals were
arraigned with Sims, but all plead not
guilty. Their trial has been set for
March 26.

Three of the 26 indicted have not yet
beena

The maximum penalty for con-
spiracy is 10 years imprisonment, a
$10,000 fine, or both for each count.
The maximum penalty for actual
filing of false or fr: nt claims is
five years imprisonment, a $10,000
fine, or )

All cases were invested by ial
agents of the IRS in and
Amarillo, as well as local detectives.

will take a few minutes to complete
the exemption form and mail to the
address indicated on the form, the
school tax savings will certainly be
worth the effort.

Those homeowners qualifying for
their regular ‘‘over age 65" tax
exemption, need not complete this
general exemption affidavit. The
“over age 65'' homestead exemption
affidavits will serve to qualify the
taxpayer for the general homestead
exemption, also.

Focalpoint

Action /reaction: Howling dog

Q. Our neighbor’s dog
can do about it?

inance or, better yet,
local dog trainer. Accord
his evening meal at a

we hve ¥

at9p.m

comment from the Khomeini camp

Bakhtiar wanted to fly to France
last week to meet with the Moslem
religious leader, but Khomeini
refused, saying Bakhtiar first must
resign as prime minister of the
“illegal”” government appointed by
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi

Karim Sanjaby, head of the political
opposition to the government of Prime
Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar, met with
Khomeini and said afterward that the
tumultuous welcome home the
ayatullah received was a ‘‘vote of
confidence” in his plans for an
Islamic republic and that Bakhtiar
should resign ‘‘since he claims tobe a
strong believer in democracy.”

The frantic crowd chanted ‘‘Hail
Khomeini!" and ““God is Great!" But
“Islamic police”” organized by his
local aides kept them from touching
the 78-year-old religious leader as me
walked from the Moslem girls’ school
he is using as his headquarters to a
nearby building for Sabbath prayers

Later he appeared at a window and
waved to the crowd as aides led it
in chanting ‘“Death to the Pahlavi
dynasty” of Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi

Khomeini's goal is to remake Iran
into an Islamic republic with a
government controlled by himself

McConn offered no keys to the city
but presented Teng a $240 pair of
cowboy spurs while describing
Houston as ‘‘the golden buckle of the
Sun Belt.”

Teng responded with greetings from
the people of China to the citizens of
Houston and Texas )

‘“Texas is an important state for
U.S. petroleum production and
Houston is a center of petroleum and
other industries,’” Teng said.

“We are happy to be here to learn
and make new friends."”

McConn has said he was ‘‘per-
sonally concerned” that Houston was
designated as one of two Chinese
consulate offices alloted for the
United States

The mayor said, ‘‘We have been the
sister city of Taipei (capital of
Taiwan) and we have a Chinese
community of some numbers here,
most of whom are related to Taiwan.”

Houston Taiwanese said they would
demonstrate peacefully in downtown

o4

W

Houston this afternoon. The
Taiwanese will march from a con-
vention center to a hotel where Teng
will stay

Members of the Revolutionary
Communist Party also promised a
demonstration to insure ‘‘that Teng
will be met in a fitting manner when
he sticks his snout into ... Houston.”
The group supports the philosophy of
former China ruler Mao Tsetung.

Police Chief Harry Caldwell said
security ‘‘will be heavy.”

He said there would be full
mobilization of the police department,
at a cost estimated as high as $25,000

The chief received no reply from
federal officials he asked to help pay
for extra security costs

Caldwell customarily refused to
release the exact number of extra
officers scheduled, but one policeman
said, ‘‘We have been ordered to be on
duty all day Friday and most of
Saturday and if we want to eat, then
bring along a sandwich.”

(AP WIREPHOTO)

KHOMEINI BLESSING — Ayatullah Khomeini holds out a blessing hand
over some of the thousands of his followers who gathered outside his head-
quarters in Tehran today. Prime Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar, meanwhile,
told state radio he wants to meet with Khomeini for an ‘‘exchange of views"’
that could lead to a political solution of the Iranian crisis

howls continuously through the night which is
very disturbing to those of us who require sleep. Isn’t there anything we

A. Actually, there is a city ordinance that prohibits the loud barking of a
. You might point out to your neighbor that he is in violation of a city
ss on to him a helpful hint from Don Bailey, a
to Bailey, if the owner would feed the animal
10 p.m., the dog will more than likely sleep
afterwards and, hopefully, through the night.

Tops on TV: Love, success

Nothing but fluff on the tube tonight. The ABC movie, ‘“The Girls In The
Office,” asks that burning question of whether love and success can
coexist. Maybe Susan St. James, late of “McMillan and Wife,” can
breathe some life into this venture, which airs at 8 p.m. Later, on NBC,
" in which a blind girl, an artist and a woman
nl her father vie for top prize in a million-dollar lottery. It airs

Calendar: Chili Supper

TODAY
The Coahoma Booster Club is sponsoring a Chili Supper at the Coahoma
High School Cafeteria. They will be serving from 5 to7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY & SATU

Big Spring High School Meistersi

Happened on the Way to the Forum' at 8 p.m. in the school auditorium

Tickets for the musical comedy are $3

department, choral members and at the door

SATURDAY
Women's Day at Big Spring YMCA starts9:30a.m

Inside: Drunk hunt

POLICE IN CORPUS CHRISTI have begun a drunk hunt program in
which they patrol local bars to find intoxicated persons and prevent them
from driving. The purpose is to slow down the driving while intoxicated

rate in the city. See page 10-A

TEXAS FARMERS WILL wait until Monday morning to rake havoc
with the rush-hour traffic congestion and roll their tractors up to Capitol

Hill. See page 6-B

Classified 4-6B Family News 3B
Comics 6A Obituaries 2A
Digest 2A Sports 1.2B
Editorials 1A Weather 5A

Inside: Cloudy

Considerable cloudiness and colder
temperatures are forecasted for tonight
through Saturday. Winds of 10 to 15 mph
will be from the northwest tonight and
temperatures will dip to the lower 20's.
The best that is expected for Saturday
is a high in the lower 40’s.

RDAY

ngers present “A Funny Thing

and $5, available from the choral
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“six-figure sum”

next month

Guard Academy
Capt

between members

’ DENVER (AP)

appeals court has ruled

job because of

SAN DIEGO (AP)

IN JURY'S HANDS — Rep. Daniel Flood, D-Pa.,
standing trial on federal charges of bribery, perjury
and conspiracy, arrives at U.S. District Court in
Washington today as the trial continues. The jury is
now deliberating the case

Gillette gives to orchestra

BOSTON (AP) — The Gillette Co. has donated a
to the Boston
Orchestra to pay for the orchestra's tour of China

The orchestra decided to solicit $650,000 needed
for the tour from companies interested in doing
business in China. So far, Gillete, Coca-Cola and
Pan American World Airways have contributed
more than $400,000, officials said

Regulations being blamed

NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP)
are being blamed in part for a higher dropout rate
among female cadets than male cadets at the Coast

Robert T. Getman, academy admission
director, said at least four female cadets quit the
academy recently because of a ban on dating
of different
prevented them from continuing relationships with
senior cadets. Only 14 of the academy's 38 women or
37 per cent stayed on after their second year,
Getman said, compared with 59 per cent of the men

Commijssion decision right

- The state Industrial Com-
mission rightly denied unemployment benefits to a
newspaper employee who said he quit because
cigarette smoke made the office unhealthy, an

Leo J. Rotenberg, a computer programmer at the
Rocky Mountain News, had appealed the decision to
the Colorado Court of Appeals. The court said that
the law allows benefits when an employee quits his
“unsatisfactory or
working conditions,”’ but said Rotenberg had failed
to prove the conditions were hazardous

Teen-age sniper put off

William L. Todd Jr. says he will set a date next
week for a hearing on whether 16-year-old Brenda
Ann Spencer will be tried as an adult for an alleged
sniper attack that killed two men

Miss Spencer could face life imprisonment with
no chance of parole if she is tried as an adult and
convicted of murder on charges stemming from the
attack Monday on an elementary school. The school
principal and head custodian died in the attack
Eight pupils and a policeman were wounded

(AP WIREPHOTO)

Symphony

Dating regulations

classes that

hazardous

Juvenile Court Judge
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Recession shouldn’t be dirty

word to Texans, Aggie prof says

COLLEGE STATION — A
nationwide recession later
this year could mean in-
creased profits for Texas
businessmen, a Texas A&M
University economist
believes.

Dr. Thomas Saving says
recession shouldn't be a
dirty word to Texans, and
the impending economic
downturn won't necessarily
mean bad rews for the Lone
Star State’'s 12 million
residents.

“During a recession,”
Saving explains, ‘‘Texas’
relative position may im-
prove and make firms that
looked before, and decided
against moving, now sud-
denly realize it's the place to
locate.

“It may be that Texas
looks a lot better compared
to the rest of the nation in a

Council races
due in Coahoma
Coahoma residents vote
April 7 to fill two city council
positions and the mayor’'s
position. The terms expiring
are those of Mayor Joe
Swinney, Councilman
Melvin P. Dorn Jr., and
Councilman E.A. Richters.

No candidates have filed for
the positions.

recession,” he adds. "the
people in other states look at
us and see things going well
while they’'re really suf-
fering.”

During the beginning of
the last nationwide recession
in 1973, Texas had new
capital expenditures in
manufacturing of $1.5
billion, he said. In 1974, the
year in which the nation
dropped the most during the
last recession, Texas ex-
perienced a 100 percent
increase, making the new
total over $3 billion.

Texas continued to grow
throughout the last recession
with increases in new capital
expenditures in manufac-
turing increasing 25 to 30
percent in 1975 and up
another 30 percent in 1976.

And while Texas has
sustained an enormous
period of growth over the
past five years, Saving
cautions that it can’t be
expected to continue at that
pace very much longer.

Some economists feel that
signs of a slowdown of
Texas’ economy have
already appeared:

—Fewer industrial plants
were established in the state
during the first three
quarters of 1978 than in a
comparable period of 1977.

—Neither industrial
production nor construction

Tune not eligible

for juvenile judge

Unless the law is changed,
County Judge Bill Tune
cannot be appointed county
juvenile judge, according to
an opinion issued by District
Attorney Rick Hamby to
County Commissioner Bill
Crooker.

The controversy surround-
ing the possible appointment
of Tune to the position is
whether or not a county
judge can receive the ap-
pointment. Tune was a
candidate for the position
along ‘with District Judge
Jim Gregg who was ap
pointed county juvenile

Grittin enters

Borden race

Incumbent T. L. Griffin is
the third candidate to file for
a place on the Borden County
school board

Griffin has served on the
board since April 1967 and
was vice-president from 1969
until April last year

The Griffins have three
children, Lane and Gay, who
are out of school, and Talley,
a sophomore in Borden High

The terms of Griffith and

Kenneth Williams expire
April 7
Other candidates who have

filed for trustee positions are
Bob Dyess, former athletic
coach at Borden High, and
Pat Porter, lifelong resident
of Borden County

judge Jan. 24.

After researching the
legality of the possibility of
Tune’s appointment, Hamby
passed on the results of the
study to Crooker in a letter
dated Jan. 29. Regarding the
legality of the county court
jurisdiction of juvenile
matters, Hamby refers to
section 51.04 of the Texas
Family Code and to two
recent opinions of the Court
of Civil Appeals

According to the opinions,
the County Court of
Galveston was found to have
no juvenile jurisdiction if it
relied solely on 51.04 of the
Texas Family Code.
Jurisdiction for such an
appointment . must come
from a seource other -than
section 51.04

Hamby concludes that the
appointment of Tune to the
position of juvenile judge
would be legally possible
only if a special bill of the
Texas Legislature bestows
such jurisdiction on all
county courts or on Howard
County Court specifically

Though a special bill does
exist regarding juvenile
matters in Howard County,
the subject of the bill is
limited to composition of the
Juvenile Board and does not
include any reference to
jurisdiction

Hamby's opinion is also
that of the Attorney
General's Office and legal
counsel of the District and
County Attorney's
Association

activity has been as
fastas tdidllmm

Construction, Saving
notes, will be the hardest hit
industry during a recession,
due in part to the Texas
usury law that won't allow
non-corporation loans to
exceed an interest rate of 10
percent.

When inflation causes the
interest rate to spiral up-
wards of 12 percent, banks
will be forced to quite
loaning money to small
business, he adds. The
lending institutions can't
afford selling money at a
maximum interest rate of 10
percent when they’re having
to pay 12 percent them-
selves.

“If we don’t change the
usury laws between now and
the recession, and the prime
rate doesn’t fall, residential
construction will just about
dry up in the state of Texas,”’
Saving warns.

The recession, however,
will last no longer than eight
to 15 months when it hits
around October of this year,
he estimates.

If the recession begins in
the fourth quarter of 1979,
the economy should be on its
w? back up the economic
ladder by the end of the first
quarter of 1981.

“What the average Texan
has to remember is businéss
acitivity runs in cycles; it's
going to go down and it's
going to go back up,” he
said.

(PHOTO BY DANNY VALDES)

SHOW TIME — A light-hearted look at ancient Rome will be presented to B: m

audiences Friday and Saturday nights
four characters
Forum,” from left, are “Domina” played by

Meistersingers.

uA

.M'l‘hh'!h neddt:lnxew to the
ppened on ay to
rinda Lee, “Senex’” by Edward

Kayser, “Philia” by Cindy Cowan and ‘‘Hero’’ by Mark Warren.

Musical comedy called
delightful experience

By MARIE HOMEYER

The plot was good, the
script funny and the players
portrayed their roles very
well. In all, the Big Spring
High School Meistersingers’

Slowdown in economy

production of the musical
comedy, “A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the
Forum” is a delightful ex-
perience.

The production will be

Unemployment rate decline

WASHINGTON (AP)
The nation’s unemployment
rate declined slightly to 5.8
percent in January, showing
the slowdown in the economy
that the Carter ad-
ministration is planning had
not yet begun to occur, a
government report showed
today

The jobless rate in
December was 59 percent,
and the Labor Department
noted in its report that
unemployment has hovered
at just below 6 percent for
the past'six_months. It has
been at the 5.8 percent level
twice previously im wecent
months :

However, the ad-
ministration predicts that
unemployment will rise to

Bankruptcy
papers filed

Weldon Keith Doloff of Big
Spring, -who has been
operating a restaurant at
1611 E. 4th called J. D.'s, has
filed a voluntary bankruptcy
petition in federal court at
Abilene

Doloff listed debts of
$13,971 and assets of $4,500
His petition stated that J
D.'s was in operation from
last March 23 to Jan. 27 of
this year

Deaths

'‘Bud’ Dickey

L. H. (Bud) Dickey Sr., 81,
Wink, died at 8:30 p.m.,
Wednesday in the Big Spring
VA Medical Center

Services were held at 10
a.m., today in Cooper
Funeral Chapel in Kermit
Burial occurred in the
Kermit Cemetery

He was a retired heavy
equipment operator and had
resided in Wink 25 years

Survivors include his wife,
Clara Gertrude; two sons, L
H. Dickey of Houston and J
W. Dickey, Lake Charles,
La.; four daughters, Mrs. O
E. Jones, Monahans, Mrs. E

Police beat

C. Carr, Comanche, Mrs
Nancy Zugenfuss, Grand
Prairie, and Mrs. Betty
Cornett, Orlando, Fla.; four
stepdaughters, Mrs. Gladys
Plumley, Washington, D.C.,
and Mrs. Ruth Pike and Mrs
Bonnie Swofford, both of
Atlanta, Ga.; 26 grand
children and 14 great-
grandchildren

Jay Jones

Jay Victor Jones, 50,
Amarillo, formerly of Big
Spring, died Jan. 31 in Fort
Worth following a sudden
illness.

Mr. Jones was born April

Three fender
benders listed

Local police almost had a
vacation Thursday

The only major incident
reported was the theft of 11.8
gallons of gasoline from the
Rip Griffin Truck Stop, IS 20
and North Highway 87, 7:10
a.m. Thursday. The gas was
valued at $8.35

In addition, three fender
benders were reported
Thursday

Vehicles driven by Edna
Hayworth, 1083 Main, and
Josie Bishop, Route 1,

collided at 200 W. 18th, 1:42
p.m
Vehicles driven by

Raymond Kelly, Route 2,
and Catarino Sotelo, 1400

Main, collided on the 500
block of West Fourth, 4:22
p.m

Vehicles driven by Elma
Alderson, 1710 Scurry, and
Cleo Rosser, Southland

Apartments, collided in the
parking lot of Newsom's
Grocery Store, 11:19a.m.

28, 1928, in Big Spring and
was raised here.

He was a past grand
patron of the Grand Chapter
of Texas OES serving the
state of Texas from 1970 to
1971. At the time of his death,
he was serving the General
Grand Chapter International
Temple Commandary as
chairman OES. He was vice-
president of Ponca
Wholesale Co

Survivors include his wife,
Josie, of the home; a son,
David; three brothers,
Elbert Jones, Snyder, J. R.
Jones, Amarillo, and Alpha

Jones, Big Spring; two
grandsons and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Arrangements are being
handled by N. S. Griggs
Funeral Home. Services are

scheduled for 3 p.m,,
Saturday in St. Andrews
Episcopal Church in
Amarillo

L. T. Toombs

L.T. Toombs, 73, Abilene,
died at 1 a.m., Thursday in

the Big ing VA M al
Center following an illness of
two weeks.

Services will be at 2 p.m.,
Saturday at Elliott-Hamil
Chapel of Memories in
Abilene. Burial will be in
Elmwood Memorial Park.

Toombs moved to Abilene
from Junction in 1948. He
was born in Merkel By
trade, he was a Realtor.

Survivors, in addition to
his wife, Addie, include a
son, Jerry Toombs,
Richardson; a brother and
two sisters.

6.2 percent during this year
and remain at that level in
1980 as a result of govern-
ment efforts to retard
growth of the economy to
help control inflation.

Both the percentage of the
population who had jobs, 59.3
percent, and the share of the
population in the labor force,
63.7 percent, were at all-time
highs.

The Labor Department
said total employment in-
creased during the month by
450,000, with gains occurring
in most mpajor industries,
Total employment was put at
96.3 million, while the
number ” of Americans
seeking jobs was 5.9 million.

Adult men accounted for
most of the job gains in
January, although unem-
ployment declined among all
population groups.

All figures in the report
were adjusted for seasonal
variations

Employment in the last
two years increased at a 4.1
percent annual rate, which
the administration said was
virtually unprecedented in
peacetime

The proportion of the
working-age population
employed in 1978 rose to 59
percent. Total employment
grew by 3.3 million, out-

stripping an increase in the
labor force of 2.75 million.

The percentage of women
in the labor force — those
either working or seeking
employment — rose 1.5
percent last year to 50.1
percent, passing the 50
percent mark for the first
time.

But President Carter and
his advisers say the sub-
stantial gains in employment
in the last two years came at
a cost of worsening inflation,
because the speed of the

increase helped wages
up faster than tified by
worker tivity.

For this reason, they say

slower economic growth is
necessary to help restrain
the creation of new jobs and
to help reduce the upward
pressure on wages and
prices

Any further significant
decrease in the unemploy-
ment rate would worsen
inflation, in the adminis-
tration's view

The administration is
projecting a slowing of
economic growth to 2.2
percent this year, down from
about 4 percent in 1978. That
would not be enough to keep
pace with new additions to
the labor force, meaning that
unemployment would be
bound to increase.

Legislators to decide

on speed limit change »eon

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —
Texas legislators will have to
decide whether to forfeit
federal highway funds or
expend more money for
enforcement of the 55 mph
speed limit, a study
prepared for lawmakers
concludes.

“If the Department of
Public Safety's efforts to
enforce compliance with the
federal law fails to achieve
the specified limits, the state
department of highways will
be santioned by the federal
government,”’ says a report
by the Texas Transportation
Institute at Texas A&M
University.

“On the other hand, to

Burglaries decline

force the traffic to comply
with the federal standards
will require significant in-
creases in our enforcement
capability,” said the report,
prepared by Charles J.
Keese, A&M transportation
professor.

The Surface Tran-
sportation Assistance Act of
1978 requires that all states
must cause more and more
of their drivers to slow down
each year until in 1983 at
least 70 percent of vehicles
are within the 55 mph speed
limit, said Rep. Don
Henderson, R-Houson,
chairman of the House
Transportation Committee.

Murders, assaults,
thefts up in 1978

The Spring Police
Department cleared 61
percent of its cases during
1978, 23 percent more than in
1977

The number of cases
worked during both years
were nearly the same, with
3,103 in 1978, compared to
3,271 in 1977. Property losses,
however, rose from $651,902
in 1977 to $872,342 in 1978.

Fortunately, the property
recovery rate remained
constant at just over 60
percent.

All crimes
burglaries and
rose during 1978. The
number of burglaries

from 848 to 743,
while robberies decreased
from 22 to 16.

Assaults in the city totaled
235 in 1978, compared to 188
in 1977. Murders rose by 100
percent from two to four.

Thefts rose slightly from
694 to 713, while auto thefts
increased from 100 to 132,
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presented today and
Saturday at 8 p.m. in Big
Spring High School
Auditorium. Admission is $3
and $5.

The plot involves a Roman
slave, Pseudolus, who is
promised his freedom 