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As long as we have been associated with Thus, using the two files, we have came
newspapers, we have been interested in up with aimost every issue for the period THE
newspaper files. A newspaper’s files are covered. Papers used in this filming are FRIONA *
a living “‘diary’ of a community, and with- almost equally divided from the two files.
out them, much historical information Many of the issues from the old *‘punch
would be lost. file’” had to be used, as they were the only
t was because we feel that way about ones available, or on occasion had stood the In this manner, many times not so much as
newspaper files that we uttered a groan test of time better than those which had been a letter—of type was 10st from the left-hand edi
when we became editor of the F riona Star wrapped and mailed to Mrs. Cox. editor’s column, However, some of the issues
""" in 1962. The only. bound files the news In this light, the fact that the papers were had not retained this ‘‘scrap’’ of paper, so
paper had and oﬁporcntly the only files, “‘poked’’ over the binder posts, rather than “they have two small holes on the left hand
were for the previous six years -- the using a paper punch, was actually a good side.
time represented since the paper was pur- thing. These wadded strips of paper could It has been a long and tedious procedure
chased by Joe A. Osborn and W.H. Grag- be, and were smoothed out, and by the use -- this mending of the newsfiles. Some-
ham, Jt : of magic mending tape, repair the holes which times we’'ve run into a stretch of issue in
Our information at the time was that the had held them in place for sO many years. such bad repair that we would shelf the pro- .
Star’'s original editor, J.W. (Uncle John P Tl e e ject and not work up the enthusiasm to "‘at-
White, had files of the years he served as tack’ it again for many months.
editor (1925-1950) in his possession. This A tip of the hat is also due our wife Carol,
proved erroneous. sk who has put up with stacks of old newspapers
e el on her dining table -- under the bed -- or in
When Joe pus chasci Sonny Graham’s in- the hall closet, during this project when we
terest in the Star (September, 1963), anoth would take the papers home for a weekend ot
er employee and myself were asked to holiday session.
clean out an old shed out behind the Star If we knew at the beginning the amount of
ind Plains Publishers building. It was said time it would have taken, we might never
to contain some ‘‘stuff belonging to the have undertaken the project.

Stat However, considering all the work and sweat
Part of the "‘stuff’” turned out to be most that went into these early editions of the pa-
of the old volumes -- but when | saw them, per -- it was surely worth some additional ef-
| bad another groan coming. Many of the fort to preserve them for history’'s sake.

carly volumes edited by ‘*Uncle John'  had

been rat-caten; and the only files for the

years 1950-1955 consisted of a crude week on g

ly working file whose copies had been ) — s S .

pushed down over the file's two posts. P - CZ/C{‘ /'"“/%;_
Many of these issues were torn or mis-
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To make matters worse, an entire four -
month seament of the 1955 file was miss-
ing. This made mq shudder: for a year as  FRIONA STAR THURSDA Y ..w(.(_w&r_x«.ﬁx« PAGH
late as that only eight years removed at that

time !, to have only a partial file as a per- (D WORKS “MIRACLE™

Y manent record. Later we discovered that

the entire volumes of 1947 and 1949 were Believe In AdveriiSing?
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But this was better than nothing SO W l e
got started in the file "‘repairing  business, Star BaCkS ItS C alms
Bill Fllis, edftor hanges

1 project which has been our spare - time

] fthe Fri sues missine, ‘arlous $7S for the papers, true to the
hobby ever since 1963. a Star, has always belleved In ownership for the paper, as advertisement,
_— in the effectiveness »f adver well as moving the office loca It was not ntil this past
risir in the local newspaper, tion helped cause the Incon weekend that Fllis was able to
the resulrs { an ""ad"" plete flle, 1t is thought, make a trip to Midlend t et
In the meantime we p|oycd a hunch and run earljer this year has a.'.r It was ar c-;‘ﬁf lally ll ;f the ;‘:‘.:.. e was Ql ‘l" :T(‘“c
: im eve re of a ""bellever™’, problem, since all of the mis sed by the good conditior u
iecided to really sce how (_]COd our class!- n 1 erous asions the ing issues were at least | papers that he offered Mrs,
fied adver tiSiﬂQ section was. tar has run a smallatvertise- years h. i, and some then Cox a S;“P"""'“'!.’" \"2f‘re»
- 3 ent when It has a need 1t were |6 yearg old, Iprocated by allowilr His t
Early in 1965, we ngOn running a class- f111, anihas alwavs been cratifi [liis pondered the problem, take her entire collection for
fied ad, stating that we would pay $S1.00 pet el with the results #f fts own figuring it might be a lost the seven :«r period, andthus
2 : . : s dvertising pull,” ause, but ultimately decided ise the better copy betweer
N . copy for any of the missing Issues, It seem earlier this vear, wher to run an advertisement on the her file and the Star's, for
ed hopeless several weeks after the ad had eator Eilis ceme up with a Star's classified pace, offer e
s : . seemingly Impossible situation, Inga reward” for anyone wi volume, which Is to be sturdily
peen running. Oﬂ'y a single 1ssue had been ¢ Jdecided to put the Star's Id dig up-any of the missing  bound and perhaps microfiimed
bi OU()ht forward. lassified page to the supreme ples, : an an insurance measure,
- ; test. lhe Star offered to pa | Mrs, Cox says she has been
But thCH COH\C thC holt f' Om thC b'UC‘ - - thC While workl with the hack per jssue of those missin , AS a subscriber to the Str for
Star’s ‘‘guardian ange!l’’ showed up. A let- files of the Friona Star iast an enticement for people who most of the time she has heen
X 1 Flits discovered that ight have kept old papers t away from Friona,She has lived
ter from Mrs. N.R. Cox of Midland (the " '
: il sre than one veatrly volume heck them over, in Midland since 1951, Her
former Mary Katherine Crawford of Friona { the local newspaper had bl Results weren't overwhelm- hughand, who died some . 18
. ‘cana’ of e > ir t first, (ne local resident mo W f }
gave the news that she believed she had some P~ 1 DUREI TR . vogetsh-ag: e - e by
- —— rought In a single copy from Cox, Inc,, . a lealership for
of the missing issues, and requested a list 19SS which was missing, He caljche and crushed rock,
: ist happened to have thesingle Since Cox' 'Jeat) er sonhas
of the missing dates. .
4 = issue, beyun Cox (oncrete ympany,
Correspondence proved that Mrs. Cox ] PRRe SN 198 “Wrecin™ ~ Aaakar Gl ensmti: 85
’ . A former resident of Friona, sloved In 1 ~onaut 1l
did, indeed, have just about all of the copies A Sewie péssdant of Prion ploye l |,“, serona Ios :
¢ b . o Ny K, Cox, N : vision of \ at Arlington,
missing from the Star’s file, including al- The ‘Miracle’ Ad at Midland, wrote to say that g o 1965 graduate of Texas
' { the t 1049 | ' 1di she thought she had several of ech., WORTH KT EPING, . Mrs, N, R, Cox, former Friona resident,
most all O w vn((mA vO l.mw, n addi S AR the miseing lssues, and re " have thauiht ahout wetel was glad she kept her coples of the Friona Star, because the
tion, many of her copies werae in much bet te nplete usues of jueste! a full list of the lost 4 history of Friona,' Mrs, Cox star has “‘bought back’' several issues missing from its files,
\ \ \ N . ' ! J At published lates, sald In explaining why she ke it $1 each, She I8 shown Inspecting one of the issues, which is
ter shape than those found in the old store o . Mrs. Cox, the former Mary the old newspapers, }er father, 16 voure olé.
houso A ' 4 AKatherine ( rawford, was Crawford, w lives at e e —— -
’ . f A Y T ! 18t o nd ro ! 511 Cleveland . Y riem
True to its advertisement, the Star paid . : - "ﬂ'" ',' "; '“" Eugia, ". : VoS, W 8 Free
. . onder ! wind that ploneer,
Mrirs, Cox S51.00 per issue for all issues which o She had practically every one When the Star gets these
plugaed gaps,  amounting to 75. We offe N B9 MESw "":' \‘"' VOIUMES Dounc, SRyene Wil be
m . e A perio the we e | e by the live
l‘\' to pay N‘l s. COx ."()(‘ ("Y\: she agl (‘l‘\‘ '(\ ar™y b lishir histow fice tovme them Lor referen e,
turn over the entive collection (1949 to 1961 N MisRing ssues Mre,Cox  an the Ay sirQady wee the
Al e Wit 1 3 Wies, » wrem ies WD A omes
allowing us to choose the botthy copy be e offered to pay Mrs X Filis polnts

ftween her thile and the Star '«




