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Chamber Extravaganza slated for Jan. 30
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REA CHAVBER OF COMMERCE

File photo

This Herald file photo shows the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Banquet in 2015. This year’s
banquet, renamed the “Chamber Extravaganza, will be held Jan. 30, and will see Manny Negron take over
Chamber presidency from Andrea Barr.

much more!!

“A Chamber is not a Cham-
ber without its members and
volunteers and we want for
the community to come out
and meet them,” said Debbye
ValVerde, Executive Director
at the chamber. “If you are
not a member, come out and
meet those who are members
and give us a chance to talk to
you about 'investing in your
community."

This year the chamber
wants to do more networking
and have fun with the deco-
rated tables.

“As many who have at-
tended the banquet in the
past, members are contacted
and asked to purchase and
decorate their table in order
to promote themselves,” said
ValVerde. “Well, this year
will be no different, except
we will be allowing attend-
ees to vote for their favorite
table with $1 bills and we will
award the winning business a
traveling plaque with monies
going towards the Chamber’s
Program and Event fund.”

There will also be a silent
auction of items from the
Chamber members. The
chamber hopes that by doing
this more attendees will meet
and get to talk to the mem-
bers, board of directors and

staff. They want the business-

es who decorate a table to meet the people that sit at

their table, introduce themselves, and give out in-

formation and or giveaways to those at their table.
Tickets for the Chamber Extravaganza are $30

ing and mingling with all the members, Board of
Directors and community leaders and others in at-
tendance. On Jan. 30 at 6:30 p.m., the chamber will
still be passing the gavel from the outgoing presi-
dent Andrea Barr to incoming president Manny
Negron and the announcing of the Man and Wom-
an of the Year; new incoming board members and

Special to the Herald

It’s time for the Chamber Annual Banquet...no,
it’s the Chamber Extravaganza — “Where Business
Means Business.”

Yes the name may have changed but the evening

will be fun and for everyone to do some network- See CHAMBER, Page 3

Grand Jury indicts 16 | Anger, dejection grows as only

By ROGER CLINE » Rafael Jesus Hernandez °
St Wi .o s enon. | AL OF Puerto Rico has power
for for Possession of a Con-

The 118th District Court
Grand Jury indicted 16 people
in their most recent session
Thursday. Those indicted in-
clude:

¢ Rhett Daylon Dedmon, 46,
of 1006 E. 12th St., for Posses-
sion of a Controlled Substance
(Less than 1 gram) (State Jail
Felony).

* Gomezindo Diaz, 27, of 1301
Settles St., for Evading Arrest
or Detention with a Vehicle
(Third-Degree Felony).

e Marty Ray Evans Jr., 27,
of 1410 E. 11th Place, for Un-
authorized Use of a Vehicle
(State Jail Felony).

¢ Maria Estella Flores, 40,
of 1401 Mesquite, for Theft of
a Firearm (State Jail Felony).

¢ Sanjay Gibbs, 26, of 1207
Mesa, for Aggravated Assault
with a Deadly Weapon (Sec-
ond-Degree Felony).

¢ Heather Ann Guerra, 27,
of 1306 Highway 176, for Forg-
ery of a Financial Instrument
(State Jail Felony).
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- ® Hearing Evaluations
* Hearing Aid Fitting
® Balance Testing

e Tinnitus Evaluation and Management

trolled Substance (1 to 4
grams) (Third-Degree Felo-
ny).

* Dakota Mack Murphree,
22, of 204 N. Main in Coaho-
ma, for Violation of a Pro-
tective Order (Third-Degree
Felony).

¢ Martin King Norwood,
34, of 1077 County Road 204
in Colorado City, for Bur-
glary of a Building (State
Jail Felony).

* Anselmo Vicente Rangel,
21, of 1708 W. Third St., for
Evading Arrest with a Ve-
hicle (Third-Degree Felony).

¢ Adrian Rodriguez, 20, of
1510 Eubanks, for Posses-
sion of a Controlled Sub-
stance (4 to 200 grams) (Sec-
ond-Degree Felony).

e Eric Sanchez, 24, of 900
S. Aylesford, for Aggravated
Assault with a Deadly Weap-
on (Second-Degree Felony).

e Darrell Scott Shults, 34,
currently a resident of the
Howard County Detention
Center, for Assault/Family
Violence (Impeding Breath)
(Third-Degree Felony).

* Deandre Tyrelle Walton,

See INDICTMENTS, Page 3
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All About Hearing proudly offers these
services from infants to adults!

® Cerumen (Ear Wax) Management
* Noise Reduction Ear Plugs
- swim and hunter's plugs
e Cochlear Implant Programming
for Advanced Bionics

AP photo
In this Dec. 21, 2017 filw photo, barrio Patron resi-
dent Karina Santiago Gonzalez works on a small
power plant in Morovis, Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico
authorities said on Friday Dec. 29, that nearly half
of power customers in the U.S. territory still lack
electricity more than three months after Hurricane

By DANICA COTO
Associated Press

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The rev-
elation that more than 660,000 power cus-
tomers across Puerto Rico still lack electric-
ity more than three months after Hurricane
Maria has sparked outrage, surprise and
resignation among some islanders who ac-
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Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center
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Dr. Sally sees patients
every Wednesday: 8:00 A.M.-12:00 PM.
ﬁ =& Vsit us online at: AllAboutHearing4U.com
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cuse officials of mismanaging
their response to the Category
4 storm.

It's the first time the govern-
ment of the U.S. territory has
provided that statistic, which
was released as authorities
warned that a lot of work re-
mains and that crews were
still finding unexpected dam-
age after Maria hit on Sept. 20
with winds of up to 154 mph,
knocking power out to the en-
tire island. Officials said 55
percent of Puerto Rico's near-
ly 1.5 million customers have
power.

"It's just extraordinary that
it is still so far away from be-
ing 100 percent recovered,"
said Susan Tierney, a senior
adviser for Denver-based con-
sulting company Analysis
Group who testified before a
U.S. Senate committee on ef-
forts to restore power in Puer-
to Rico. "I'm not aware of any

time in recent decades since the U.S. has elec-
trified the entire economy that there has been
an outage of this magnitude."

One of Puerto Rico's 78 municipalities re-
mains entirely without power, and it's un-
clear when some electricity will be restored

See PUERTO RICO, Page 3
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Obituaries

Fermln L. Florez, Jr.

Fermin L. Florez dJr., 67, of Big
Spring, died Wednesday, Dec. 27,
2017, at Parkview Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center. Vigil service
will be at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30,
~ | 2017, at Myers & Smith Chapel. Fu-
| neral Mass will be at 10 a.m. Tues-

day, Jan. 2, 2018, at Holy Trinity
| Catholic Church with Monsignor

‘ Bernard L. Gully, officiating. In-
terment will be at Trinity Memo-
rial Park.

Fermin was born Aug. 4, 1950, in Big Spring, Tex-
as to Maria Correa Florez and Fermin L. Florez,
Sr. He was a lifetime resident of Big Spring. He en-
tered the United States Army on Jan. 23, 1970, and
retired on Jan. 31, 1990. He loved music and danc-
ing. Fermin was a member of Holy Trinity Catholic
Church.

Fermin is survived by his wife, Gloria Florez of
Pasadena, Texas; four daughters, Venessa Aleman
and husband Arturo of Pasadena, Maria Basaldua

and husband Michael of Tulia, Graciela Florez of
Houston and Herminia Florez and husband Albert
Tangarife of LaPorte; his mother, Maria Florez
of Bryan; eight grandchildren, Gabriel Aleman,
Aaron Aleman, Ashley Aleman, John Michael Ba-
saldua, Jase Christopher Florida, Abigale Chavez,
Gabriella Chavez and Dolcey Tangarife; two broth-
ers, Charlie Florez of Big Spring and Pete Florez
of Bryan; three sisters, Florence Rosas of Friend-
swood, Elizabeth Rios of Big Spring, and Debra
Olague of Big Spring; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Fermin was preceded in death by his father, Fer-
min L. Florez, Sr.; and a grandson, Maximiliano
Moreno; and his maternal and paternal grandpar-
ents.

Pallbearers will be Michael Basaldua, Albert
Tangarise, Gabriel Aleman, Aaron Aleman,
Amando Cortez and Sammy Correa.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com.

Paid Obituary

e Cross stitch squares are now
ready for the 2018 Howard County
Fair quilt. Theme for this year's
quilt is “The Love of Dogs.” Any-
one able to help by stitching a
square may pick one up at the
Heritage Museum during regu-
lar hours, Tuesday through Sat-
urday. For questions or for more
information, please contact Su-
zanne Markwell at 214-256-1674.

*The Emergency Services
Chaplains Corps is seeking vol-
unteer chaplains. The corps
provides spiritual services to
Howard County residents and
visitors in crisis situations. Pro-
spective chaplains don't require
any specific experience or educa-
tion to qualify for the position,
just a calling from God and a
willingness to devote time to the
program, which requires a 24- to
30-week training program and
dedication of one day per week
for emergency call-outs. Those
interested should contact Senior
Chaplain Joel Miller at 432-213-
1221.

* Big Spring's Centennial Lions
Club is holding a drive to collect
books for the Salvation Army
Boys and Girls Club. Books for
kids in Kkindergarten through
about 10th grade will be accepted,
with special preference for books
for younger children in kinder-
garten through third grade. Cash
donations to allow the Lions to
purchase additional books are
also appreciated. Books or dona-
tions can be taken to the Salva-
tion Army, 811 W. Fifth St., or
to the home of Lions member
Ken Lawhon at 1707 E. 15th St.
For more information, contact
Lawhon at 214-998-9716 or Lions
member David Stives at 432-270-
2251.

* Food 2 Kids Big Spring needs
you! It is time to start sacking
food for Big Spring elementary
students who do not receive ad-
equate food over the weekends.
Members of the community
can be a part by volunteering
to sack the food. It just takes a
couple hours of your time and
the work is very rewarding. To
volunteer, just show up at the
time and dates listed. For more
information, call, 432-935-3998.
If you want additional informa-
tion about getting your child on
this program please contact your

" -"Ill' IQ It 7

Bargain Mart

403 Runnels

www mikethomaslaw.com
274302

Take Note

child’s school.

* Each week Kindred offers free
health checks from 9 a.m. to 10
a.m. at the Corner House Coffee
Shop, 1701 Scurry St.

* Seniors and mature adults are
invited to a dance on the first,
third and fifth Friday of each
month at the Dora Roberts Com-
munity Center.

Dances are from 7:30 p.m. to 10
p.m. with live bands. No alcohol
or smoking permitted. There will
be a pot luck as well so bring a
dish if you want to eat.

Cost has dropped to $5 per per-
son thanks to a sponsor Marcy
House, 2301 Wasson Road.

« Howard County Republicans
meet the second Monday of each
month. Club members meet in
the Cactus Room at Howard Col-
lege at 11:30 a.m. for Dutch treat
lunch and meeting at 12 p.m.

e The Big Spring Art Associa-
tion meets the third Tuesday of
each month a 7 p.m. in the base-
ment of the Howard County Li-
brary.

* Big Spring Centennial Lion’s
Club meets twice a month at the
Big Spring TA Truck Stop. They
meet on the first Tuesday of the
month at noon and the 3td Thurs-
day of the month at 7 p.m. Visi-
tors are welcome.

*The Christensen-Tucker Post-
2013 Veterans of Foreign Wars
meets the first Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm at 500 Driver Road.
For more information, contact
David Leonard, Post Command-
er, at 432-816-6004. All combat vet-
erans of foreign wars are invited
to come.

e The Big Spring Symphony
Board of Directors meets every
first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the
symphony office, 808 Scurry
Street.

e Order of the Eastern Star
Big Spring Chapter 67 meets the
third Tuesday of each month at
219 Main St. Dinner begins at 6:30
p.m. Lodge meeting begins at 7:30
p.m. Everyone is welcome. For
more information, contact 432-
271-2138.

» Staked Plains Masonic Lodge

..your friend come hail or high water

No. 598 meets the second Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m. (din-
ner is at 6 p.m.) at 219 % Main St.
All Masons are welcome.

*« Membership to the Big Spring
Native American Association is
open to the public. People inter-
ested in Native American cul-
ture are encouraged to find out
more about the organization by
calling Richard “Indio” Lesser
at 432-935-0125,

e Scenic Mountain Medi-
cal Center Auxiliary Group is
looking to expand. Positions
are available for the Auxiliary
group and the Teen Volunteer
program. Must be 15 years of age
to take part in the teen volunteer
program. If you would like to
volunteer please contact Heath
White at 268-4850.

« The Big Spring State Hospital
Volunteer Services Council is in
need of volunteers to fill a vari-
ety of needs to assist the hospi-
tal’s patients. Applications to be-
come a volunteer can be picked
up at The Chalet, 115 E. Second
St., Tuesday through Saturday
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. or at
the Big Spring State Hospital
Community Relations Depart-
ment, 1901 N. Hwy 87, Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Volunteers can assist with
a variety of functions, including
The Chalet Resale Shop, various
fund-raisers and patient events.
For more information, contact
Dee Lindsey, Big Spring State
Hospital Director of Community
Relations, (432) 268-7535 or dani-
elle.lindsey@dshs.state.tx.us

« Home Hospice is in need of
volunteers of all ages. The orga-
nization isrequesting volunteers
to visit patients. Volunteers set
their own hours. For more infor-
mation, contact Beverly Grant at
264-7599 or 432-967-0901.

* Mobile meals is in need of vol-
unteer delivery drivers. If you
would like to donate one hour per
week to help deliver meals to the
elderly, call Maria at 816-6474.

e Crossroads Hospice needs vol-
unteers for patient care. Contact
Eva at 263-5300.

=

An Equal Opportunity Provider
1902 N. Hwy. 87

432-267-2555

AFRICAN AMERICAN RESEARCH

Clarance Hartfield, Jr. CEO/President
Chart1942@suddenlink.net

Support Groups

MONDAY
e Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-
based addictions program helping people find
freedom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
Mondays at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring.
Enter at the main entrance of the church.

e Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees it, 615 Set-
tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

TUESDAY

e Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support
Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month.

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers.

For more information about the support group or
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

e A six-week course in Wellness and Quality of
Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring Creek
Fellowship located in the Spring Town Plaza, 1801
E. FM 700. There is no charge for the course, and a
workbook will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy at
432-517-4840 for more information.

WEDNESDAY

* RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chronic
pain disease, a support and informative group,
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for
more information.

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; open 12 & 12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY

*GriefShare is a biblical support group that
focuses on helping people who are dealing with a
loved one's death. Each DVD session features na-
tionally respected grief experts and real-life sto-
ries, followed by small group discussion about the
topics presented (with workbook support). Week-
1y 10/5/17 through 01/11/18; 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Trinity
Baptist Church in Big Spring. Call Vivian Gordon
at 432-466-3583 for more information.

e Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-
cussion noon to1p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until
7:30 p.m. Newcomers' meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

* Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t
want to. Flexible payment options.

e A Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support
group meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical
Center Veteran’s Healing Center.

FRIDAY

« AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/
speakers meeting 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY

e Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11
a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. un-
til 8 p.m.
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rating 45 tables for the eve-
ning,” said ValVerde.

Man and Woman of the Year
will be announced towards the
end of the evening by 2016 win-
ners, Raul Marquez and Vicki
Stewart.

For more information about
the Chamber Extravaganza
call Debbye ValVerde or Nan-
cy Davenport at 263-7641.

CHAMBER

Continued from Page 1

per person and are available
now.

“Chamber Members, if you
have not been contacted about
decorating a table, please con-
tact us and we will put you on
the list. We will only be deco-

PUERTO RICO

Continued from Page 1

to the central mountain town of Ciales. Crews this week restored
power for the first time to parts of the southeast coastal town of
Yabucoa, which received the first hit from Maria.

Among those still in the dark is Christian Pagan, 58, who lives
near the capital of San Juan and said it was the government's
fault that a large number of people still don't have power.

"Everybody saw that the devastation was great, but I don't un-
derstand why they're trying to sell people something that's not
real," he said of the explanations the government has provided as
to why power has not been fully restored. "The first month was
lost to bureaucracy and an uncoordinated reaction."

He especially criticized the power company's former director,
Ricardo Ramos, who resigned in late October after signing a $300
million contract for a Montana-based company that had only two
full-time employees when the storm hit. Ramos also had said
that he did not activate mutual-aid agreements with power com-
panies in the U.S. mainland in part because there was no way to
communicate with them.

"That's the kind of help you ask for three days before the hur-
ricane," Pagan said.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has said that power will
likely be restored to all of Puerto Rico by May, noting that re-
connection efforts have been slow-going at times in part because
of the island's rough terrain, lack of supplies and an aging in-
frastructure that was not maintained given the island's 11-year
recession.

Some believe it might take even longer, especially those living
in central mountain towns like Eileen Cheverez, a 48-year-old re-
spiratory therapist from Morovis.

Power was restored last weekend to homes around her, but
she's still waiting for crews to set up a key cable so she can have
lights.

"It's like a lack of respect. I know the damage was great, espe-
cially in the mountains, but I feel they've taken too long," she
said, adding that seeing homes lit up around her gives her some
hope amid the frustration.

It is not yet known what percentage of businesses and homes
now have electricity. Power company spokesman Geraldo Qui-
nones told The Associated Press that officials don't have that
data yet because the optical fiber that helps provide that and oth-
er information was destroyed by the hurricane.

Fredyson Martinez, vice president of a union that represents
Puerto Rico power company workers, told the AP that the com-
pany should have provided the number of customers without
power a while ago, adding that officials had other ways of obtain-
ing the data. He also said a recent study by local engineers found
that 90 percent of industries and 75 percent of businesses already
have power, meaning residential areas are disproportionately in
the dark.

Amarilis Irizarry, a 38-year-old graphic designer, lives in one
of those areas.

Every day, she drives underneath an electric post that fell
across the road to her apartment in Trujillo alto, hoping it won't
finish falling on her car and kill her and her young son.

"This is horrible," she said. "I didn't think it would take so
long...T'o have only half of Puerto Rico with power three months
after the hurricane, that's worrisome."

Government officials said nearly 14,000 poles already have
been shipped to Puerto Rico, and that another 7,000 will arrive
in upcoming days. In addition, some 3,500 workers are trying to
restore power across the island, with many working through the
holidays.

"We know that the priority of our clients is to know when they
will receive the power service again," said Justo Gonzalez, the
power company's interim director. "Maria severely impacted
most of our energy infrastructure."

Officials said Puerto Rico has 2,400 miles of transmission lines,
30,000 miles of distribution lines and 342 substations that suf-
fered substantial damage during the hurricane.

Carlos Torres, who is overseeing power restoration efforts,
said that crews are still finding unexpected damage including
what he called severely impacted substations.

"We will not stop working until every person and business has
their lights back on," he said.

INDICTMENTS

Continued from Page 1

gree Felony).

trolled Substance (1 to 4 grams) (Third-De-

Andres Nieto Solis, 22, of 1404 Lexington,

was also listed as having been indicted, but

37, of 1322 Harding, for Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance with Intent to Deliver (4 to
200 grams) (First-Degree Felony Enhanced),
Possession of Marijuana (4 oz. to 5 1bs)
(State-Jail Felony), and Prohibited Weapons
(Second-Degree Felony Enhanced).

¢ Toron Eugene Williams, 27, of 7737 Till-
man St. in Dallas, for Possession of a Con-

guilt.

no offense was listed.
Note that indictments do not indicate

Contact Staff Writer Roger Cline at 432-263-
7331 ext. 235, or by email at reporter@big-
springherald.com.

Ringo Starr, Bee Gee Barry
Gibb tapped as British knights

\N

AP photo
In this Friday, July 7, 2017 file photo, Ringo Starr,
center, is joined by guests including filmmaker David
Lynch, left, and musician Edgar Winter, second from
right, during a 77th birthday celebration for Starr
outside Capitol Records, in Los Angeles. A Beatle and
a Bee Gee have topped the list of celebrated people
designated to receive knighthoods and other awards
in the New Year’s Honors List. They are joined by a
noted children’s author celebrated for “War Horse,”
a politician who fought in vain to keep Britain in
the European Union, and many others, including

Mick Jagger, Elton John
and Van Morrison as
1960s rock royalty hon-
ored by the queen. Could
Keith Richards be next?

DISCO KNIGHTS

Barry Gibb, the last
surviving member of the
Bee Gees, said he was
dedicating his Kknight-
hood to his late band-
mates, twin brothers
Robin Gibb, who died in
2012, and Maurice Gibb,
who died in 2003.

" want to acknowl-
edge how responsible

i my brothers are for this

honor," said Gibb, 71. "It
is as much theirs as it is
mine."

He was recognized for
services to music and
charity.

"This is a moment in
life to be treasured and
never forgotten," he said.

MY KNIGHTHOOD
FOR MY HORSE!
Author Michael Mor-

renowned researchers, volunteers and actors.

By GREGORY KATZ
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A Beatle
and a Bee Gee are among
the celebrated citizens
who have been selected
for knighthood and other
awards given in the name of
Britain's monarch.

Britain's Cabinet Office
publishes a list of the people
receiving honors for merit,
service or bravery twice a
year: just before New Year's
Eve, and on the Saturday in
June when Queen Elizabeth
II's birthday is officially ob-
served.

The New Year's Honors
List made public late Friday
revealed that Beatles drum-
mer Ringo Starr and Barry
Gibb, the oldest and last sur-
viving of the brothers who
made up the pop group the
Bee Gees, have been tapped
as knights.

These are three of the peo-
ple picked to receive knight-
hoods in 2018:

A HARD DAY'S KNIGHT

The future knight is listed
as Richard Starkey, a Liver-
pudlian being honored for
services to music, but the
world knows him as Ringo
Starr, drummer for one of
the most famous bands in
the history of recorded mu-

sic.

He missed the Beatles'
hardscrabble years, when
they had to scramble for a
gig to get by, joining John
Lennon, Paul McCartney
and George Harrison just
before they rocketed to star-
dom.

There were flashier drum-
mers in the rock pantheon
— Keith Moon and Ginger
Baker come to mind — but
Starr fit the band's approach
perfectly, playing with un-
canny style and imagina-
tion as the band's music
branched out from its early
American rock influences.
The drum parts in "Ticket
to Ride," "Rain," and "Straw-
berry Fields Forever" are all
seen as masterful contribu-
tions to timeless songs.

Starr also had a way of
mangling words that pleased
Lennon, who used Starr's
offhand quips to develop the
songs "A Hard Day's Night"
and "Tomorrow  Never
Knows."

"It's great!" Starr said of his
knighthood in a brief mes-
sage Friday. "It's an honor
and a pleasure to be consid-
ered and acknowledged for
my music and my charity
work, both of which I love.
Peace and love. Ringo."

The knighthood will allow
Starr, 77, to join McCartney,

purgo says he is giving
his knighthood to Joey,
the fictional horse at the
center of his book and play
"War Horse."

Morpurgo, 74, has written
many treasured children's
books, but it is his 1982
book "War Horse" and the
wildly successful play that
followed that brought him
worldwide fame.

The story, set at the start
of World War I, chronicles
the friendship between a
young boy and his horse,
Joey. It was staged using
life-size horse puppets that
enchanted audiences.

Morpurgo is being knight-
ed for his charitable works
as well as for his writing,
but he says the honor is re-
ally about "War Horse" and
the impact of the production
staged by the National The-
atre.
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Fermin L. Florez,
Jr., 67, died Wednes-
day. Funeral Mass
will be at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2018,
at Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church. Interment
will be at Trinity Me-
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Police: Man kills 2, then himself
at Houston auto shop

N

Report: Plane crash killing
3 due to plane stalling out

MOORE, Oklahoma (AP) — A
plane crash in Texas last year that
killed three people from OKklaho-
ma was the result of the pilot fly-
ing too slowly, which caused the
plane to stall out, according to the
National Transportation Safety
Board.

The NTSB report on the crash
determined that the pilot, Dana
Gray, was trying to land at Hob-
by Airport in Houston when the
plane went down. But the agency
noted that air traffic controllers
trying to help Gray land may have
confused her with an "unneces-
sarily complex clearance during
a critical phase of flight."

Also on board were her hus-
band, Tony, and his brother,
Jerry. All three were from Moore,
Oklahoma.

Security camera footage shows

air traffic controllers tried to assist
the pilot in her landing, KWTV-
TV reported. They had ordered
Gray to circle around the airport
to land, but she was coming in too
high. Controllers distracted her
when she was attempting to land a
third time, according to an NTSB
report.

"The complex instructions from
the second local controller during
the pilot's go-around following her
third landing attempt, were un-
necessary at that time and likely
distracted the pilot from monitor-
ing critical flight parameters," ac-
cording to the report.

The report noted Gray had been
taking a medication for insomnia
that the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration warns against using if
flying.

Storm victims arrested for theft
from church that aided them

MONTGOMERY,

AP Photo
Houston Police Department officers investigate a double murder and
suicide scene at 14300 South Post Oak Road on Friday, Dec. 29, 2017,
in Houston.Police say a man walked into a Houston auto shop where

he used to work and fatally shot two people before going outside and system  had

charges. sound

N : . ; Texas (AP) — A cou- The couple had gone missing.
killing himself. The man, whose name wasn’t immediately released, | ;e accused of steal- stayed at the Dacus  Deputies said they
entered Bemer Plus gbout 4 p.m. Friday. The shop specializes in used | ing from a church Baptist Church in arrested Mayon as
BMW sales and repairs. that had sheltered Montgomery, Texas, he was leaving a

HOUSTON (AP) — A man walked intoa  "It's very, very sad this time of year and | them since Hurri- about 60 miles north- Walmart store in a
Houston auto shop where he used to work cane Harvey flooded west of Houston, truck the church had

any part of the year that we lose three

Friday and fatally shot two employees be- citizens," Finner said. "I just ask our | theirhomehavebeen since they were dis- given him. Johnston
fore going outside and killing himself, great citizens of this city to pray for each | arrested. placed by the August was arrested later.
police said. victim here and their families." Montgomery Coun- hurricane. They dis- The two are being

held in Montgomery
County Jail. Bond
and attorney details
were not immediately
available.

appeared suddenly.
The church noticed
toward the end of
their stay that tools,
a television and a

Houston police also didn't immediately | v~ sheriffs — depu-
release the names of the two other people | fies picked up Blake
who died. The motive for the shooting is | Mayon and his wife
not clear. Naomi Johnston on

The southwest Houston shop special- | Friday onfelony theft
izes in used BMW sales and repairs.

Hours after the shooting, homicide
detectives were still at the scene inves-
tigating.

The man, whose name wasn't immedi-
ately released, entered Bemer Plus about
4 p.m. and officers received a call min-
utes later about "a shooting in progress,"
Executive Assistant Police Chief Troy
Finner said in a news conference.

Multiple people, including customers
and other employees, were at the shop
when the shooting happened, Finner
said.

US rig count down by 2 to 929

HOUSTON (AP) — The Alaska, Arkansas, Cali-
number of rigs exploring fornia, Louisiana, New
for oil and natural gas in Mexico, Oklahoma, Penn-
the U.S. declined by two sylvania, West Virginia
this week to 929. ducing states, Colorado and Wyoming were un-

That exceeds the 658 rigs and Ohio each gained one changed.
that were active this time rig. The U.S.
a year ago. North Dakota and Texas

Houston oilfield services were down by two each,
company Baker Hughes while Utah decreased by
reported on Friday that one.

€
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Fort Worth man convicted on Aryan
Brotherhood-related charge

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) —
A Fort Worth man has been con-
victed on a felony drug charge
stemming from an illegal gam-
bling room that Aryan Brother-
hood gang members used to traf-
fic meth.

Federal prosecutors on Friday
announced that 41-year-old Jer-
emy Lee Crabtree had been found
guilty earlier this month of con-
spiracy to possess with intent to
distribute 500 grams or more of a
mixture containing meth.

He faces at least 10 years in pris-
on and a $10 million fine at his
sentencing in April. It was not im-
mediately clear whether he was in
federal custody.

Prosecutors say Crabtree,
though not a member, ran the
game room in 2014 and 2015 and al-
lowed gang members to distribute
meth and "discipline other mem-
bers for gang-related violations."

The Aryan Brotherhood was
formed in California prisons in
the 1960s.

747 rigs were drilling for
oil and 182 for natural gas
this week.

Among oil- and gas-pro-

rig count
peaked at 4,530 in 1981. It
bottomed out in May of
2016 at 404.
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Polish group Majeranki
tours Texas history

Associated Press

Washington-on-the-Brazos State
Historic Site got an entertaining Pol-
ish visit Thursday afternoon as mem-
bers of Majeranki toured the grounds,
playing their musical instruments in
front of Independence Hall.

The musical high school group from
the Polish mountains near Zakopane
also toured Barrington Farm and oth-
er features at the popular park.

There are 15 members in the delega-
tion: leader Dorota Majerczyk , Katar-
zyna Majerczyk Bobak, Maria Ma-
jerczyk, Jan Majerczyk, Franciszek
Majerczyk, Andrzej Wn kowicz,
Krzysztof Wn kowicz, Sylwia Dzi-
wisz, L.ukasz Urba czyk 16 years male,
Wiktoria Starmach, Adam Czyszczo,
Ania Lis, Patryk Traczyk, Monika
Potaczek and Marzena muda. Eight
of them play the violin, one plays the
bass, one an accordion and one the
duda.

Jim Mazurkiewicz, who is hosting
the group, said he wanted to take them
to visit Washington-on-the-Brazos.

“Washington-on-the-Brazos is the
birthplace of Texas and I want to
show them our humble and modest
beginning,” he said. “Many people
need to understand that this is how
and where the 10th largest economy
began 181 years ago. Texas is now a
world leader in energy production
and Houston is the energy capital of
the world.

“I want to show how proud we are
to be Texans and that anything can
be achieved through vision, perse-
verance, leadership and a capitalistic
system.”

Dorota Majerczyk, who has been to
this region but is visiting Texas for
the first time, said it was neat to visit
Washington-on-the-Brazos and learn
about Texas history.

“We found down here many issues
of many, many things that are really
similar to our culture and that is re-
ally interesting from the point of view
how those traditional... behaviors
that came with the people here and
were adopted,” she said, translated by
Andrzej Wn kowicz.

She was impressed with how Bar-
rington Farm works to show how life
was in the 1800s.

“We are impressed how it is impor-
tant for you and real really really like
it here. We didn’t realize that it looked
like this here,” she said, adding most
of their children know Texas from the

WISHING YOU A
NOTEWORTHY VEAR!

We're displaying our holiday cheer,
To thank you for a banner year ...
To think of you sure makes us smile
Because you make doing our job worthwhile!

1801 East FM 700 Ste F2
Sun. & Mon. Closed « Tues.-Fri. 10am-6 pm o Sat. 10am-4pm

432-714-4277

“many American movies.”

“We arereally impressed about your
style of life and about the agriculture
around us. Polish people love horses,
love all those agriculture things —
Highlanders people, so that’s why we
are very impressed about that,” Dor-
ota said.

For Bobak, visiting Barrington
Farm and the park was fascinating.

“She really likes it around her and
especially since her studies are in
ecology, a lot of people’s cultures and
stuff. So this is all just fascinating
for her to look around and see,” her
translator, Kasia Krozel, said.

Visiting Republic of Texas Presi-
dent Anson Jones’ home and looking
at the past interested Katarzyna.

“She really likes how when we
walked in and it’s like about real
life, like when we went to that ‘White
House’ and everyones is dressed up
it’s actually like you're living in the
moment,” Krozel translated.

“She thinks that it’s so cool that in
the beginning how they introduced
us and they’re like ‘Oh you’re going
back in time now’ and she legitimate-
ly feels like that’s happening. So she
thinks that’s pretty cool.

“Overall this is a whole other expe-
rience and it’s great and hopefully she
can come again next year.”

Mazurkiewicz said the group will
also travel to several other tourist at-
tractions during their stay in Texas.

“They will go to the Bush Museum
tomorrow morning and in the af-
ternoon they will have a workshop
with the Lil’ Wranglers Texas Dance
Group,” he said, adding they will
share cultural music and dancing.

“In the evening, they will go to a
Texas barbecue at my cousin’s, Brian
Wisnoski, in Rose Hill.”

Dorota said the group is thankful
for the experience.

“We are really really grateful that
we are able to come here and to see the
Texas thanks to Jim Mazurkiewicz.

“We are really grateful to him and
we are really impressed how he cares
about the relations with Poland and
the historical issues about it,” she
said.

“We would like say greetings for all
Texan people and would want to say
we’re grateful to be here with you.”

The group will perform Saturday at
Koledy Polskie, which will begin at 11
a.m. at St. Stanislaus Catholic Church
in Chappell Hill, which has a long Pol-
ish heritage.

Cullig

.-Q

l//.

<>

(

NS
NS

\\‘\(k

=

N\

-~

(l
\\N
|

(Y

\

— 7

Texas authorities identify gunman
in apparent murder-suicide

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Authori-
ties have identified a man who fatal-
ly shot his girlfriend before turning
a gun on himself in her San Antonio
home.

The Bexar (bayr) County Medi-
cal Examiner's Office identified the
shooter Friday as 48-year-old Mark
Edward Espinosa.

Espinosa first shot 46-year-old Lin-
da Vela and then himself in the San
Antonio caterer's master bedroom

on Wednesday.

San Antonio police spokeswoman
Sgt. Michelle Ramos said in a state-
ment Wednesday that relatives said
the couple had a "contentious rela-
tionship," and that Vela had recently
allowed Espinosa to return home for
the holidays after kicking him out.

Vela's 10- and 14-year-old sons were
at home during the shooting.

Police did not release the boys'
names due to their ages.
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Texas woman accused in fatal

STENGLE
Associated Press

DALLAS — A
7-year-old Texas boy
died after his father's
girlfriend opened
fire as the man drove
away with his son
and two other chil-
dren, police said Fri- |
day.

Greenville police
said Kaden Green
died at a hospital af-
ter being taken there
by a witness follow-
ing the shooting Thursday
afternoon.

The woman accused of shooting
the boy, 26-year-old Brooke Craig,
was arrested early Friday along with
the child's father, 24-year-old Cam-
eron Castillo, in the Dallas suburb of
Frisco about 45 miles (72 kilometers)
west of Greenville. Authorities said
Craig led police on a car chase before
their arrests.

Craig faces a capital murder
charge, while Castillo was arrested
for a parole violation.

Officers were responding to areport
of a disturbance at a home Thursday
when they received a call that a boy
had been taken to a hospital with a
gunshot wound to the chest. Police
said they believe Castillo and Craig
had been involved in a disturbance
at the home before he got into his ve-
hicle and headed down the street.

After the shooting, the vehicle
came to a stop and Craig and a wit-
ness approached it, police said. The
witness then took the boy to the hos-
pital in another vehicle.

Police said the two other children
who were in the vehicle were placed
in the custody of the state. Child
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Brooke Craig

Protective Services
~ spokeswoman Maris-
sa Gonzales said they
have a 4-year-old boy
and 7-year-old girl
who are the siblings
of Kaden in their cus-
tody.

Gonzales said
Craig is not Kaden's
mother. She said CPS
has received a report
about the boy's death
and will investigate.
She said the boy's
family has had pre-
vious contact with

CPS, but that the details are
confidential.

McKinney police said Greenville
police contacted them early Friday
about the capital murder warrant
for Craig. McKinney police then lo-
cated her vehicle leaving a store and
she fled into nearby Frisco, going
through several residential areas be-
fore turning down a dead-end street,
police said.

Craig and Castillo, who was her
passenger, were arrested without in-
cident after their vehicle struck a po-
lice cruiser while attempting to back
up, police said.

Jail records show that Craig was
transferred from Collin County,
where McKinney is located, back to
Hunt County, where Greenville is
located, by Friday afternoon. The re-
cords did not list an attorney in rela-
tion to the capital murder charge.

Craig faces an evading arrest
charge in Collin County, according
to the jail records. The attorney list-
ed in relation to that charge did not
immediately return a call Friday.

Castillo was being held in Collin
County jail Friday. Jail records did
not list an attorney for him.
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Disasters pound North America in 2017; overall down globally

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — North America couldn't
catch abreak in 2017. Parts of the United States were
on fire, underwater or lashed by hurricane winds.
Mexico shook with back-to-back earthquakes. The
Caribbean got hit with a string of hurricanes.

The rest of the world, however, was spared more
than usual from the drumbeat of natural catastro-
phes.

Preliminary research shows there were fewer di-
sasters and deaths this year than on average, but
economic damages were much higher.

While overall disasters were down, they smacked
big cities, which were more vulnerable because of
increased development, said economist and geo-
physicist Chuck Watson of the consulting firm
Enki Research.

In a year where U.S. and Caribbean hurricanes
set a record $215 billion in damages, according to
insurance giant Munich Re, no one in the continen-
tal U.S. died from storm surge, which traditionally
is the No. 1 killer during hurricanes. Forecasters
gave residents plenty of advance warning during
a season where storms set records for strength and
duration.

"It's certainly one of the worst hurricane seasons
we've had," National Weather Service Director
Louis Uccellini said.

The globe typically averages about 325 disasters
a year, but this year's total through November was
less than 250, according to the Centre for Research
on the Epidemiology of Disasters at the University
of Louvain in Belgium.

They included flooding and monsoons in South
Asia, landslides in Africa, hurricane in Ireland,
and cyclones in Australia and Central America.
Colombia experienced two different bouts of floods
and mudslides.

Disasters kill about 30,000 people and affect about
215 million people a year. This year's estimated toll
was lower — about 6,000 people killed and 75 mil-
lion affected.

Was it random chance, statistical quirk or better
preparedness? Experts aren't certain, but say per-
haps it's a little bit of each.

"This has been a particularly quiet year," said De-
barati Guha-Sapir who heads the disaster research
center. "The thing is not to be ... complacent about
this."

But quiet depends on where you live.

The U.S. had gone more than a decade without a

Category 3 storm or larger mak-

inglandfall on the mainland. The
last few Septembers — normally
peak hurricane month — had
been record quiet until this year
when Harvey, Irma, Jose and
later Maria popped up and grew
to super strength in no time, said
Colorado State University hurri-
cane researcher Phil Klotzbach.
"September was just bonkers. It
was just one after the other, you
couldn't catch a break," he said.
There were six major Atlantic
hurricanes this year; the aver-
age is 2.7. A pair of recent studies
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found fingerprints of man-made

global warming were all over the
torrential rains from Harvey that
flooded Houston.

Researchers at the University
of South Carolina estimated that
economic damages from this year's disasters, ad-
justed for inflation, were more than 40 percent
higher than normal, mostly because of Harvey,
Irma and Maria.

By many private measures, Harvey overtook Ka-
trina as the costliest U.S. hurricane, but the weath-
er service hasn't finished its calculations yet.

Much of the damage and deaths — storm surge
and otherwise — from hurricanes striking the Ca-
ribbean are still unknown.

The National Hurricane Center hasn't finished
tallying its data.

Uccellini of the weather service said warmer
than normal waters and unusual steering currents
made the hurricanes especially damaging, com-
bined with booming development in disaster-prone
areas.

"We are building in the wrong places. We are
building in areas that are increasing in risks," said
Susan Cutter, director of the Hazards and Vulnera-
bility Research Institute at the University of South
Carolina.

Wildfires blazed nearly year-round in the U.S.
fanned by relentless winds and parched condi-
tions. Some 9.8 million acres of land have burned,
mostly in the West, nearly 50 percent more than
the average in the past decade.

A wildfire that ignited in early December in Ven-

AP Photo

Chart shows a cumulative count of major hurricane days
for each thirty year era since 1868.

tura and Santa Barbara counties northwest of Los
Angeles grew to be the largest in California history.

Scientists connect drier weather after heavy
rains — leading to buildup of fuel that can catch
fire and burn easily — to a combination of both
man-made warming and a natural La Nina, the
climate phenomenon that's the flip side to E1 Nino,
said Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb.

Worldwide significantly fewer people and less
land were affected by drought this year, and ex-
treme heat waves were less severe compared to the
past.

Landslides were more frequent and deadlier this
year, mostly because of the Sierra Leone landslide
that killed 915 people, Guha-Sapir said.

Earthquakes worldwide were dramatically down.
As of mid-December, there had been only seven
earthquakes of magnitude 7 or larger compared to
a normal year of about 15.

Two powerful quakes struck Mexico in Septem-
ber including one that hit on the anniversary of the
devastating 1985 Mexico City quake.

The back-to-back Mexico quakes were unrelated,
said geophysicist Ross Stein of Temblor, Inc., a
company that provides information about seismic
risk.

"We have to remember that coincidences really
do happen," he said.

2 men arraigned on murder charges in quadruple homicide

TROY, N.Y. (AP) — Two men have been arrested
on murder charges in the deaths of two women and
two children in their upstate New York apartment.

Justin Mann and James White pleaded not guilty
to murder charges Saturday in Troy. Both are from
Schenectady (skeh-NEHK'-tuh-dee).

The Times-Union says Mann appeared to break
down as he was led out of court. Both men are be-
ing held in county jail.

A property manager found 36-year-old Shanta My-
ers; her children, 11-year-old Jeremiah Myers and
5-year-old Shanise Myers; and 22-year-old Brandi
Mells in a basement apartment along the Hudson
River, just north of Albany on Tuesday. Police say
the two women were in a relationship.

Police Chief John Tedesco says he has "never
seen savagery like this" in 42 years in law enforce-
ment.
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AP Photo
In a Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017 file photo, Troy police investigate multiple deaths at 158
Second Ave., in Troy, N.Y. Officials announced early Saturday, Dec. 30 that two people
have been arrested in the quadruple homicide that took the lives of two women and two
children in their Troy, N.Y. apartment.
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Texting ban may soon be enforced on Florida's deadly roads

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — Florida High-
way Patrol Sgt. Mark Wysocky says it is hard to
separate texting drivers from drunken drivers as
he cruises down a suburban interstate highway.
Both weave. They speed up and slow down for no
obvious reason and get too close to other cars. They
endanger their lives and others.

"There's one," he says, as a woman zips past. But
even though he could see her texting, he couldn't
ticket her - Florida statutes wouldn't allow it be-
cause she wasn't breaking any other traffic laws.

Florida, with some of the nation's deadliest roads,
is one of the last states to not fully ban texting
while driving, but the Legislature will soon consid-
er a bill that would - although studies conflict over
whether such bans have any effect.

Currently, Florida law says texting by noncom-
mercial drivers is a secondary offense - law en-
forcement officers must see another violation like
speeding or an illegal lane change before they cite
a driver for texting. The bill would make texting a
primary offense. The fine for a first offense would
remain $30 plus court costs and add no points to the
driver's record. Previous attempts have failed, but
this bill has support from legislative leaders.

Forty-three states already make texting while
driving a primary offense. Three besides Florida
list it as a secondary offense - Nebraska, Ohio and
South Dakota. There is no state law against texting
in Arizona, Montana and, for noncommercial driv-
ers 22 and older, in Missouri. The federal govern-
ment estimates that in 2015 accidents involving
texting and other distracted driving killed almost
3,500 people nationally - more than nine per day -
and injured almost 400,000. A Florida trooper, Car-
los Rosario, was seriously injured in March when
investigators say a texting driver struck him as he
worked along a Miami highway shoulder.

Rosario spent two months in the hospital under-
going several surgeries to repair injuries to his
face, spine and legs. He will remain off duty until at
least late 2018. Driver Hugo Olivares received five
years' probation on Dec. 20.

"You see it every day when you are out driving -
people texting. It has become part of our culture,"
said Democratic state Rep. Emily Slosberg, one of
the bill's sponsors.

She was seriously injured in a 1996 traffic acci-
dent caused by a reckless driver that killed her
twin sister, Dori, and four other teens. Her father,
former state Rep. Irv Slosberg, long pushed traffic

safety bills including the state's
mandatory seat belt law, and she
has picked up the mantle.

"It is time for the Legislature to
send a message that we will no
longer accept this deadly behav-
ior on our roads," she said.

The state says Florida car
crashes killed almost 2,700 this
year, but the number killed in
texting-related accidents is un-
known. Under the current law,
only about three drivers a day are
cited statewide for texting while
driving.

According to Insurance In-
stitute for Highway Safety sta-
tistics , five of the seven states
without a primary offense law

|

had 2016 highway death rates
above the national average. Ohio
and Nebraska were below; South
Dakota and Missouri were just
above. Florida, Montana and Ari-
zona tied for the ninth-highest fa-
tality rate.

Counterintuitively, the IIHS
says its studies also show that
states enacting bans experience
no decrease in accidents even though surveillance
shows the number of drivers texting drops substan-
tially. Vice President of Research Jessica Cicchino
said the reasons aren't known - perhaps texting
drivers hold their phones lower so they won't be
seen. That takes their eyes further off the road for
longer, increasing the risk.

A 2014 University of Alabama at Birming-
ham study , however, showed a 3 percent drop in
fatalities in states after a full texting ban with the
best results among young drivers.

Opponents of a texting ban generally fall into two
camps. First, libertarians, who say current law is
sufficient if texting leads to swerving, tailgating or
other dangers. Issue tickets for that, they say.

Minorities fear texting bans lead to racial profil-
ing. State Sen. Perry Thurston, a Fort Lauderdale
Democrat, said the law would save lives but he is
concerned some officers would stop mostly black
drivers. If the law is adopted, he wants statistics
collected to make sure minorities aren't dispropor-
tionately ticketed.

AP Photo

Florida Highway Patrol Sgt. Mark Wysocky poses for a
photo in Sunrise, Fla. Florida is one of the last states to
not fully ban texting while driving but the Legislature
will soon consider a bill that would. Florida Highway
Patrol Sgt. Mark Wysocky says it is hard to separate tex-
ting drivers from drunks as he cruises down a suburban
interstate highway.

An American Civil Liberties Union study showed
that after Florida made driving without a fastened
seat belt a primary offense in 2009, black drivers
were significantly more likely to receive tickets
than white drivers even though studies showed
blacks were only slightly less likely to buckle up.

"It's disappointing but the reality in some com-
munities is that this is an issue," said Thurston, an
African-American.

At a turnpike rest stop near Fort Lauderdale,
retired insurance salesman Steve Josephson said
he supports the bill because too many distracted
drivers have almost hit him and he's tired of be-
ing stuck behind people who are watching their
phones when traffic lights turn green. He says he
doesn't text and drive.

Landscaper Francisco Martinez wasn't sure
whether he likes the ban, but said he stopped tex-
ting and driving 11 months ago after his first child
was born.

"But it is tempting, particularly when someone is
trying to reach you," he said.

Transgender people cleared to join military, for now

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice Department
has made clear its proposed ban on transgender
military recruits is on hold, meaning their enlist-
ment can start Monday.

But the future for transgender people in the
armed forces remains murky. The Justice Depart-
ment isn't dropping its court fight to institute the
ban on transgender enlistment but said Friday it
would wait for a Pentagon study on the issue in
coming weeks before deciding what to do next.

President Donald Trump said in July that the
government would not allow transgender people to
serve in the military, reversing Obama-era policy.
So far he's been unable to achieve that prohibition.

On Dec. 22, a panel of the federal appeals court in
the District of Columbia refused the Trump admin-
istration's request to let the ban start Jan. 1. Other
federal judges have also refused to side with the ad-
ministration. The Pentagon said then that it would

AP Photo

In a Wednesday, July 26, 2017 file photo,

demonstrators gather in Times Square, in New York to protest after President Donald
Trump declared a ban on transgender troops serving anywhere in the U.S. military.
The Justice Department has put its proposed ban on transgender military recruits
on hold, meaning their enlistment can start Monday, Jan. 1, 2017. But the future for
transgender people in the armed forces remains murky.
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allow transgender enlistment to start with the new
year and continue as legal struggles play out.

The Justice Department said late Friday the Pen
tagon "will be releasing an independent study o
these issues in the coming weeks," so the adminis
tration will not litigate an appeal in the meantime
That stance clarifies that enlistments can start Jan
1 and existing transgender service members are
protected from being discharged at least for now.

"We are relieved that we don't have to hit pause
on the constitutional rights of transgender people
who are willing and able to serve our country," saic
Peter Renn, senior attorney for Lambda Legal, one
of the groups fighting the ban in court.
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Court upholds ban on Naval

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia's highest
court on Saturday upheld a decision
barring opposition leader Alexei Na-
valny from running for president in
March.

The Supreme Court turned down
Navalny's appeal against the Central
Election Commission, ruling that
the commission's decision to bar him
from the race fully conforms to law.

President Vladimir Putin, whose
approval ratings top 80 percent, is ex-
pected to easily win a fourth term in
the March 18 election.

Navalny has campaigned for the
presidency all year despite an implic-
it ban on his candidacy due to a fraud
conviction seen by many as political-
ly driven. Election officials formally
barred him from the ballot Monday.

Navalny responded by calling for a
boycott of the vote, and the Kremlin
said authorities will look into wheth-
er such a call violates the law.

In a tweet Saturday, Navalny de-
nounced the judge who made the rul-
ing, saying that "such judges should
face trial themselves." He also repeat-
ed his call for a voters' strike.

"We don't acknowledge elections
without competition," he said.

Navalny's associates said they

would appeal the ruling.

"It's obvious that this deci-
sion is political," said Ivan
Zhdanov, who represented
Navalny in court.

Many others have declared
their intention to run in
March. They include vet-
erans of past campaigns —
ultranationalist Vladimir
Zhirinovsky and liberal
Grigory Yavlinsky — as well
as communist nominee Pavel
Grudinin and TV host Ksenia
Sobchak.

While none poses a serious
challenge to Putin, the Krem-
lin is worried about voter apa-
thy and has focused on boost-
ing turnout to make Putin's
victory as impressive as pos-
sible.

The involvement of 36-year
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ny running for Russian presidency

AP photo

old Sobchak, the daughter of Russian Opposition activ-

a late St. Petersburg mayor
who was Putin's boss in the
1990s, could raise public in-
terest in the race. While Sob-
chak has denied colluding
with the Kremlin, her partici-
pation could draw some Na-
valny supporters to back her
and help improve turnout.
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ist Alexei Navalny pauses,
at the Echo Moskvy (Echo
of Moscow) radio sta-
tion in Moscow, Russia,
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017.
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237.
Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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NFL changes concussion protocol after Savage incident

By KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON — The NFL
and the players' union
announced a series of
changes Friday to the
way potential concus-
sions are handled dur-
ing games following an
ugly incident in which
Texans quarterback Tom
Savage was allowed to re-
turn to the field after a hit
left him on the ground,
arms shaking.

Among the changes is
the addition of an expert
watching games from
a central location with
the authority to alert
sideline medical teams
to look into an incident.
And if a player shows
signs of a seizure or simi-
lar responses, as Savage
did, they will be removed
from the game and can-
not return.

The NFL has been un-
der increased scrutiny
the past several years
over player safety when
it comes to head injuries.
A $1 billion settlement
of concussion-related

claims from more than
20,000 former players
took effect earlier this
year, resolving thou-
sands of lawsuits that ac-
cused the NFL of hiding
what it knew about the
risks of repeated concus-
sions.

The jarring injury to
Savage prompted a joint
review of concussion
protocol by the NFL and
the NFL Players Asso-
ciation. He was hurt in

the second quarter of |

Houston's 26-16 loss to
San Francisco on Dec.
10 when he was driven
to the ground on a hit by
Elvis Dumervil. Replays
showed Savage looking
dazed after his head hit
the ground with both of
his arms shaking and lift-
ed upward. He was taken
to the medical tent where
he stayed for less than
three minutes before re-

AP Photo

turning to the bench and In this Sunday, Dec. 10, 2017, file photo, Houston Texans quarterback Tom Savage
going back in for the next (3) is checked by a referee after he was hit during the first half of an NFL football
game against the San Francisco 49ers, in Houston. Savage left the game and it was
Savage threw two in- Jater determined he had a concussion. On Friday, Dec. 29, 2017, the NFL announced a
series of changes to the way possible concussions are handled during games following
the incident in which Savage was allowed to return to the field after a hit left him on

series.

completions on that

See NFL, Page 16

the ground, arms

shaking.

On Basketball: Calls, or non-
calls, overshadowing games

\

AP Photo

Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James questions referee
Justin Van Duyne about a call during the second half of the
team's NBA basketball game against the Sacramento Kings on
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017, in Sacramento, Calif. The Kings won

109-95.

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

None of this is good.

It's a bad look for
James Harden, after a
game where he took 15
free throws, to say he
wasn't getting favor-
able whistles. It's coun-
terproductive for the
NBA to say there were
three uncalled fouls
against LeBron James
in the waning moments
of a Finals rematch. It's
troubling that referees
are too often part of the
postgame story.

This is Christmas
week, an unofficial start
date of the NBA season
for casual fans who shift
their focus from football
to basketball.

Those new eyeballs
are not seeing the league
at its best.

Referees have been
in the news plenty this
season, especially this
week. No one wants
that. Fans pay to see tri-
ple-doubles, not double-

technicals. The latest
ref drama was Thursday
night in Boston, where
the Celtics rallied from
26 points down to beat
Houston but post-
game talk was dominat-
ed by discussion of two
late offensive foul calls
against Harden.

"You never want to see
a game end like that,"
Brooklyn's Caris LeVert
said.

Boston loved the calls
and Houston hated
them and everyone else
is likely split down the
middle. Thing is, fixat-
ing solely on those two
whistles robs the league
of a chance to revel in
what should have been
considered a great bas-
ketball game.

The two calls against
Harden came in the final
8 seconds, both pushoffs
drawn by Boston's Mar-
cus Smart.

It is undeniable that
Smart is a very good de-
fensive player.

He also has a reputa-

tion among opponents
for being a flopper.

On the first of the two
late fouls, Smart ap-
peared to grab Harden
— who tried to get his
arms free. Smart is a
tough, strong guy, but
when Harden made
contact with him he
dropped like a rock.

On the second, Hard-
en pushed off and Smart
fell again. This time,
it seemed more believ-
able. If Harden hadn't
extended his right arm
so far, who knows if
referee Tony Brothers
(who made both calls)
would have blown the
whistle.

The first one didn't
look like the right call.
The second one did.

Neither is why Hous-
ton lost. Houston lost
because it wasted a
26-point lead. The Rock-
ets might have had a
chance to win in the
last 8 seconds. But

See NBA, Page 16

TCU's Patterson already thinking
ahead after 11 wins agam
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AP Photo

TCU coach Gary Patterson, left, celebrates with his team after a
39-37 win over Stanford in the Alamo Bowl NCAA college football
game Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017, in San Antonio.

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas — Gary Pat-
terson was already thinking about
the big games TCU has next season.

"I think that's why we've been suc-
cessful, because we don't just stop,"
Patterson said after the Horned Frogs
completed another 11-win season
with another Alamo Bowl comeback
to remember.

While Patterson never mentioned
any specific games, the Frogs have a
much-anticipated matchup next Sep-
tember against Ohio State in AT&T
Stadium, the home of the NFL's Dal-
las Cowboys about 20 miles from
their campus. That comes right be-
fore their Big 12 opener at Texas,
which is coming off a bowl victory
and winning season in its debut un-
der coach Tom Herman.

Still, after No. 13 TCU overcame an
18-point deficit to beat No. 15 Stan-
ford 39-37 on Thursday night, the
coach took time to reflect on a senior
class that won 40 games the past four
years. And that even included a rare
losing season for Patterson, who has
now won 160 games in 17 seasons.

"I said before the season I really
like this group," Patterson said. "I
didn't know whether we were going
to win very many ballgames, if we
were or not, but the bottom line is
coaches love coaching guys that are
good people and they work hard, and

this group does that. For me, it's been
a blessing to be a part of it."

It was the third time in four years,
and the 10th time in 15 seasons that
TCU won at least 11 games. Only Ohio
State has more 11-win seasons in that
span with 11, while three-time defend-
ing Big 12 champion Oklahoma and
Boise State both have 10 as well.

The departing seniors include two-
time Alamo Bowl defensive MVP
Travin Howard, the only player in
school history with three consecu-
tive 100-tackle seasons. His 343 career
tackles are the most under Patterson,
who still calls defenses like he did
when he was TCU's defensive coordi-
nator for three seasons before becom-
ing head coach.

Cornerback Ranthony Texada, de-
fensive end and sacks leader Mat Bo-
esen, safety Nick Orr and defensive
tackle Chris Bradley were also part
of that senior group. Junior defensive
end Ben Banogu, the team leader with
16 1/2 tackles for losses, is consider-
ing bypassing his senior season for
early entry in the NFL draft.

There are still 10 underclassmen
other than Banogu on defense that
had at least 25 tackles this season.

Kenny Hill, the former Texas A&M
transfer who was TCU's starting quar-
terback the last two seasons, scored
three different ways in his last game

See TCU, Page 16
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Lost & Found Help Wanted Public Notice

LostMydoggie.com
LOST DOG
"BUTTER'LOST 12/17/17

BREED: Shih Tzu

COLOR: White, Grey

SEX: M

DETAILS: Butter has grey
and white curly short medi-
um hair. His tail is long white
hair that flows like a fancy
goldfish tail. He is nuetered
he is 11 years old. He has
medi...view more at
lostmydoggie.com

LAST SEEN:

202 Washington

Big Spring, Tx 79720
$200.00 REWARD
432-268-0155
432-816-8129

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #359968
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #359152

Earn up to $3,678.00

per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants

Job Posting #349800
Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or

Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
ix.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Now Hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers with 1-2 year experi-
ence. Starting Pay Rate is
$20.00 an hour. Quarterly bo-
nuses are offered. Health in-
surance is available after 90
days & 1 week paid vacation
after a year. For more inform-
ation call 432-631-1994

| Parks Fuels is looking for a

Outside Sales Manager who
is capable of warehouse
inventory and outside
ordering. Excellent starting
salary, car expense,
retirement, & health
insurance. Bring resume to
303 E. 1st St.

Parkview Nursing and Re-
hab is currently accepting ap-
plications for:

*Cook
*Housekeeping/Laundry Aide
part time

Must be motivated, caring
and that love the elderly. We
offer Competitive Pay, Insur-
ance, other benefits and a
Great Family working envir-
onment! You can apply
online at
www.parkviewnursing.com or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Parkview Nursing and Re-
habilitation is hiring Certified
and Non-Certified Nurse
Aides. We are seeking indi-
viduals who want a reward-
ing career and want to make
a difference in lives. You can
apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Ocqce&{ Senvice
HE A RS T rmedia services
We are in need of Vacuum
Truck Drivers. Benefits After
3 months of employment.
Must have a valid CDL. For
more info please call Gabe
Longoria at 432-312-7447 or
432-714-4566

Items for Sale

2014 29 Ft. Puma 5th Wheel
Camper 1 slide out. Good
Condition MRSP $30,738.00.
Asking $17,500.00

Call 432-816-2938

Body Man Helper, Pay
Dependent on Tools and
Experience. Apply at 821
West 4th St. Big Spring, TX

SAVAGE

Come join our team! We are
currently hiring for a Class A
CDL Driver/Qilfield Pipe
Hauler in Big Spring, TX. This
candidate will load, transport
and deliver pipe and other
bulk products in and around
the Big Spring, TX oil fields.
Full Time w/excellent bene-
fits program. Apply online at
Www.savageservices.com.

Custodial/maintenance
position available at New
Hope Christian School.
Must be able to pass
background and drug tests.
Apply in person at 118
Cedar Rd.

Help Wanted

Anchor truck drivers/in-
stallers wanted. No experi-
ence necessary.

Benefits include health insur-
ance, paid holidays, paid va-
cations, uniforms and sched-
uled days off. Commercial
drivers license preferred but
not required. Starting pay
$18-$20 an hour.

Must be at least 21 years old.
432-517-4527

MIGHTY WASH

is now accepting applications
Full /Part Time & Seasonal
Stop by 1002 Scurry Street/
or

online mighty-wash.com

Needing a Local CDL Drivers
Must Be Able to Pass a

Drug Test

Would Prefer Belly or End
Dump Experience

Pay is Commission Based.
Contact Paul

325-725-6583

Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$395/full cord, & $215/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Public Notice

RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS
OIL AND GAS DIVISION

DISTRICT 08 Rule 37 Case
No. 0308063

DATE OF ISSUANCE: Dec
11, 2017 Status/Permit No.
831831

NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 16,
2018

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas ATTN: Drilling
Permit Unit

P. O. Box 12967

Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780

Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICEOF
APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the SM ENERGY COM-
PANY, [RRC Operator No.
788997] has made applica-
tion for a spacing exception
permit under the provisions of
Railroad Commission
Statewide Rule 37 (16 Tex.
Admin. Code section 3.37).
Applicant seeks exception to
the lease line distance re-
quirement because the Ap-
plicant is less than the re-
quired Rule 37 lease line dis-
tance to an unleased or non-
pooled interest within the
subject unit for the
AMENDED NEW DRILL per-
mit in Sec. 17, Bk. 31 T2N,
T&P RR CO Survey, A-185,
SPRABERRY

(TREND AREA) Field,

HOWARD County, being
13.6 miles NE direction from
BIG SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a
direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848. If you have
questions which are specific
to the Application or the in-
formation set forth in this No-
tice, please contact the Com-
mission's Drilling Permit Unit
at rule 37

(512)463-6751.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR

E-MAIL ADDRESS SET
OUT ABOVE BY Jan 16
2018 at 5:00 p.m. IF NO
PROTEST IS RECEIVED
WITHIN SUCH TIME, YOU
WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT
TO PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)

Lease/Unit Name : MIR-
ACLE MAX A
Lease/Unit Well No. :
1744WA

Lease/Unit Acres : 638.5
Nearest Lease Line (ft) :
100.0

Lease Lines : 291.0 F N L,
23350 FWL
Survey Lines : 291.0 F N L,
23350 FWL

Wellbore Profile(s) : Horizont-
al

Lateral: TH1

Penetration Point Location
Lease Lines: 500.0 F S (OFF
LSE) L

2306.0 F W (OFF LSE) L
Terminus Location BH
County: HOWARD

Section: 26 Block: 31 T2N
Abstract: 1542 Survey: T&P
RR CO/KAASE, A

Lease Lines: 50.0 FS L
2307.0 FWL

Survey Lines: 50.0 FS L
2307.0FWL

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA) : Special
Rules 330/0, 80.0 acres. This
well is to be drilled to an ap-
proximate depth of 9500 feet.
If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's rep-
resentative, Jill Hamilton, at
(432)8484855.

#9635 December 11, 18, 25,
2017 January 1, 2018

RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS OIL AND GAS
DIVISION

DISTRICT 08 Rule 37 Case
No. 0308284

DATE OF ISSUANCE: Dec
18, 2014 Status/Permit No.
832207

NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 22,
2015

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas ATTN: Drilling
Permit Unit

P. O. Box 12967

Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780

Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICEOF
APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the CALLON PETRO-
LEUM OPERATING CO,
[RRC Operator No. 124828]
has made application for a
spacing exception permit un-
der the provisions of Rail-
road Commission Statewide
Rule 37 (16 Tex. Admin.
Code section 3.37). Applic-
ant seeks exception to the
lease line distance require-
ment because the Applicant
is less than the required Rule
37 lease line distance to an
unleased or non-pooled in-
terest within the subject unit
for the AMENDED NEW
DRILL permit in Sec. 28, Bk.
33 T3N, T&P RR CO/ AL-
LEN, C T Survey, A-1237,
SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) Field, HOWARD
County, being 18.63 miles
NW direction from BIG
SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a
direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848. If you have
questions which are specific
to the Application or the in-
formation set forth in this No-
tice, please contact the Com-
mission's Drilling Permit Unit
at rule 37

(512)463-6751.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR

E-MAIL ADDRESS SET
OUT ABOVE BY Jan 22
2015 at 5:00 p.m. IF NO
PROTEST IS RECEIVED
WITHIN SUCH TIME, YOU
WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT
TO PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)

Lease/Unit Name : WRIGHT

Public Notice Public Notice

UNIT 33-40 A

Lease/Unit Well No. : 5AH
Lease/Unit Acres : 640.0
Nearest Lease Line (ft) : 1.0
Lease Lines :600.0 F S
(offlease) L,2002.0 F W
(offlease) L

Survey Lines :600.0 F S
(offlease) L,2002.0 F W
(offlease) L

Lateral: TH1

Penetration Point Location
Lease Lines: 600.0 F S
(OFFLEASE) L

2002.0 F W (OFFLEASE) L
Terminus Location

BH County: HOWARD
Section: 40 Block: 33 T3N
Abstract: 1250 Survey: T&P
RR CO/BOYDSTON, J N
Lease Lines: 100.0 F SOUTH
L

331.0 FEAST L

Survey Lines: 100.0 F
SOUTHL

2309.0 F WEST L

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows:

SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) : Special Rules 330/0,
80.0 acres.

This well is to be drilled to an
approximate depth of 8500
feet.

If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's
representative, Ryan Emery,
at (281)589-5200.

#9646 December 25, 2017
January 1, 8, 15, 2017

RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS OIL AND GAS
DIVISION

DISTRICT 08 Rule 37 Case
No. 0308289

DATE OF ISSUANCE: Dec
20, 2017 Status/Permit No.
832209

NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 24,
2018

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas ATTN: Drilling
Permit Unit

P. O. Box 12967

Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780

Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICEOF
APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the CALLON PETRO-
LEUM OPERATING CO,
[RRC Operator No. 124828]
has made application for a
spacing exception permit un-
der the provisions of Rail-
road Commission Statewide
Rule 37 (16 Tex. Admin.
Code section 3.37). Applic-
ant seeks exception to the
lease line distance require-
ment because the Applicant
is less than the required Rule
37 lease line distance to an
unleased or non-pooled in-
terest within the subject unit
for the AMENDED NEW
DRILL permit in Sec. 28, Bk.
33 T3N, T&P RR CO/ AL-
LEN, C T Survey, A-1237,
SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) Field, HOWARD
County, being 18.63 miles
NW direction from BIG
SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a

direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848. If you have
questions which are specific
to the Application or the in-
formation set forth in this No-
tice, please contact the Com-
mission's Drilling Permit Unit
at rule 37

(512)463-6751.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR

E-MAIL ADDRESS SET
OUT ABOVE BY Jan 24
2018 at 5:00 p.m. IF NO
PROTEST IS RECEIVED
WITHIN SUCH TIME, YOU
WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT
TO PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)

Lease/Unit Name : WRIGHT
UNIT 33-40 A

Lease/Unit Well No. : 6AH
Lease/Unit Acres : 640.0
Nearest Lease Line (ft) :
100.0 Nearest Well on Lease
(ft) : 659.0

Lease Lines : 630.0 F S
(offlease) L, 2002.0 F W
(offlease) L Survey Lines :
630.0 F S (offlease) L,
2002.0 F W (offlease) L

Wellbore Profile(s) : Horizont-
al

Lateral: TH1

Penetration Point Location
Lease Lines: 630.0 F S
(OFFLEASE) L

2002.0 F W (OFFLEASE) L
Terminus Location BH
County: HOWARD

Section: 40 Block: 33 T3N
Abstract: 1250 Survey: T&P
RR CO /BOYDSTON, J N
Lease Lines: 100.0 F SOUTH
L

990.0 FEAST L

Survey Lines: 100.0 F
SOUTH L

1650.0 F WEST L

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows:

SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) : Special Rules 330/0,
80.0 acres.

This well is to be drilled to an
approximate depth of 8500
feet.

If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's
representative, Ryan Emery,
at (281)5895200.

#9645 December 25, 2017
January, 1, 8, 15, 2017

Real Estate for Rent

108 Circle 3 Bed 1 Bath. No
Pets. References Required.
432-517-0025 or
432-517-0640

1404 Tucson. 2 bed, 1bath.
No pets. References Re-
quired. Call 432-517-0025 or
432-517-0640

1, 2, 3, & 4 Bedroom Houses
for Rent. References Re-
quired. Call Randy 432-466-
9358

2402 Marcy Drive/FM 700

3 bedroom.

Nice house w/garage
$900/month, $900/deposit
No HUD/No pets/No smoking
Rental references required.
Call 432-270-3849

3BR/2BA 618 Colgate $1400
a month. References
requested. $800 Deposit. No
Smoking, No Inside Pets.
432-268-3155
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$65.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!! __

288871

“VISA - &>

AUTO TS G GIID G

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 * (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Quality Concrete
WESTEX ol
A e 1947 Metal Building

Residential and Commercial
Garage * Shed * Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

816-6839

262449
229714

Trying To Get Rid Of
Unwanted Items

CALL 263-1331
Herald Classifieds

YOURAD C weone R coomm s

This Gould Be Your Ad
FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 432-263-7331 MARTINEZ

Herald Classifieds WELDING ¢
) For all your welding
i needs!
HERALD

: (432) 213-4364

[ rnces N eENERAL CONTRACTOR “

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

+Cedar

Now Accepting

= &

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our ance & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW 2nd St~ Big Spring, TX

(432) 263-1580

FAX
(432) 263-3711

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

CELL

ROBER] FL SHAFFER | (432) 517-0133

267946

‘HERALD

Courtney Samsel, Lpc,Bccc, CCTP, CART
Counselor
705 W. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720
432-466-1295

Courtneysamsel @bigspringcounseling.org

281659

Amaya

Construction
* Slab Curbs ¢
* Driveways *
* Foundation ¢
NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Jose Amaya

| 432-894-0702 *

272282

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

A & B Glass Company

‘Ilr;l Commercial/Residential

4 Quality Fence Co.
-y QI j 3 Jimmy Marquez-Owner
H I Rl ]
(’Ro”:“, L HR_..OAD ) Finest In Vi
l ( _R[L Fencing ||
: o Wood & =
Hﬁj_ﬁg'ﬂg&ﬁn' License $173630 Chainlink
TEE}S.]EE(E:;IE 3 License #254% Free Estimates

Phone: (437) 264-6261 432-267-3349

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

258681

(432) 466-3619

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling * Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

Top Notch Landscaping®

Landscape design « Swimming pools
__Ponds e Irrigation » Rockscaping

Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care
Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls

Commercial & Residential
bz =B (432) 213-0031 [T 1@

Free Estimates

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

220352

- - - . 1 .
Cecil's Painting| | Mis Small Engine
Retired Fireman RePall' Service
o= Free We service & repair all small
Estimates engines.
Interior Pickup & delivery available.
& Exterior 432-210-2656 or
U321 413.6895 1 |, SLIBRE .

Gibbs Remodeling 5 J&J
Room Additions, \éf' HANDYMAN

Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

% 'r'%a SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

Complete Home
Remodeling
Cabinets, Porch, Decks,
Garage Doors, Etc.
www.jnjhandyman.com g

432-816-0658

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8283 or 210-3262

200419

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports,
Garages, Garage Doors,
Remodeling, Painting
And Etc.

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

266184

Roach Bros. LLE

PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St.  Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 606-5029 Ofc. * (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

273865

Prune Trees, Shrubs, Hedges
& Tree Removal

432-270-0485

263886

FREE ESTIMATES
Coftman Roofing, LLC

(432) 267-5681 « 2416 Johnson St.
coffmanroofinglic@gmail.com

281010

[ wnwnservice N mosi sevices m (" rrecTmmmnG  J  HOMEIMPROVEMENT

BIG SPRING
LAWN CARE

Let us do a good job on
your yard work.
Mowing, Edging, Trimming,
Light Hauling, etc.

Cadll

210-1133

280338

e Commercial & Residential

e Thermal Barriers & Skylights

* New Construction, Reroofing & Repairs
* Metal Roofs - Standing Seam Metal

Mobile Larry's Tree Trimming
Re-Level
v Services » Tree Removal
West Texas * Pruning
call ) « Hedges
R17Neee 2 A FREE ESTIMATES
432-218-6960 L 432-270-8049

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
MWax 7. Maore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

We Can Save
You Money By Advertising
Your Business In Our
Professional
Service Directory! Call
263-7331
for more information.

HERALD

BiG SPRONE

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

TORREZ

Painting & Remodeling

* Interior - Exterior
* Residential - Commercial

432-517-0751 Cell

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

* Drain Cleaning * Gas Lines * Water Heaters
* Water Leaks ¢ Fixtures

Advance Plumbing

Edward Roach
Master Plumber ¢ M-37359

1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

People just like you

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

273864

432-606-5029 Ofc

read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds.
Call us today at
263-7331
and place your ad.

'HERALD

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406 Call 432-312-0599
_ 822131451 Free Estimates &
g‘ Satisfaction Guaranteed - &
g FREE ESTIMATE No Joh Too Big Or Small
Johnny Flores Timmy D's
Roofing & Roofing
Construction Fee Estnate
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs
All type of repairs! Specializing In Metal

Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!

267-1110
432-466-1102

258531

Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

257712
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Choate Well | [TrvingToGetRid0f | WOULD YOU Reliable |+ ]e .
= I ) ¢ EQUAL HOUSING
Service Unwanted items LIKE TO HAVE Self S ® . ol
F— - . »
For all your water well needs. CALL 263-1331 IHE BIG SPRING ¢ torage ® B. ! H l : All real estate advertising in this
All major credit cards accepted. Herald Classifieds HERALD * New Clean Facility ® lg pr r g era o newspaper is subject to the
ca“ [432] 393-5231 i DELIVERED? *Video Survellience ® [ ] I;Sggmhl.:ahlr HOkUSIn'iq.ﬁ\Ct Olf t
Familv Owned Busi 11 Al ¥ AT ® which makes it ilegal to
amll}:)m, Z; (;ear;lsmess 2l |2 HERALD i * Electronic Gate Access ® ¢ advertise “any preference limi-
' - 432-263-1331 91 tation or discrimination based
*Fenced ¢ Lighted Complex | 9 1 on race, color religion, sex or
® (] ' ) ) )
* 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access | o V t 0 W b t ¢ natona origin, or an intention
GARAGE SALE SUBSCRIPTION “ Easy Tn & Out Acces » 181 ur e Sl e : to make any such preference,
- e ) ® limitation or discrimination.”
HAVING A Would you like to have the Moving Supplics » : This newspaper will not know-
GA HAGE SAI.E Bi!l Slll'illg Ilel'altl dﬂli“ered? * Month to Month Rentals ® at e ing|y accept any advemsing for
® v real estate which is in violation
CALL 263-7331 FOR MORE INFORMATION Locally Owned & Operated by | ® WWW.bmspanherald.com : of the law. Qur readers are
e cnll 263.1331 Gary & Glenda Gillihan | ® —— o | nereby informed that al
Herald Classifieds ® dwellings advertised in this
; 1908 Wasson Rd. » : newspaper are available on an
HERAL D H E R AL D (432) 517-4860 | » equal opportunity basis.
= win 00 @ @ © © © © 0 0 &

L
284380

!

Voted Best In Roofing & éféué @wfoﬁa

Best In Home Improvement Contractor
Kenn Construction

* Roofing & Construction

* Immediate Schedules Available
* Most Roofs Completed In One Day
* Custom Kitchen & Baths
* Hand Crafted Cabinetry & Tile

Big Spring Owned and Operated
432-267-2296 HERALD

Kennconstr@basin-net.net 432-263-7331

advertise, contact your Classified representative.

puts your ad in the hands of thousands of readers.
HERALD

READERS’
CHOICE

016

N

,ilﬁ/a Veaest the power of The Big Spring Herald Classified section.
A Call and subscribe today.

Publishing:
Six Days A Week!

278513

s . B =S
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- Insured & Bonded
* LIFETIME Shingles
* Hail Resistant Shingles
* 26 Gauge Metal -

.-"-r

&
e

v

Over 600 Complete Roofs This Year
We build pitched roofs

FREE UPGRADES

There’s something for everyone in the
Big Spring Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat
Mama found the missing piece for her china set...
Papa bought a great used car ...

Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar...
Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights...
Cousin Bill found a great apartment ...

Big Sister found a great new job...

Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in the Classifieds
Call 263-7331

ne HERALD

SPRING
710 Scurry « Big Spring

v5:132-261-5418

[FREE ESTIMATES

Get The Scogp!

If you're looking
to buy or sell, the
Classifieds have
everything you
need. So, get the
scoop and check
out the Classifieds
for yourself.

) |}

‘HERALD 432.263.7331
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Real Estate for Sale

3 BR 2 BA, Central Air &
@ Heat, New Plumbing. 1601
Sunset Ave $79,000 Call
432-213-0989 or
432-213-0866

Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent

Fully Furnished Apartment.
All bills paid & Weekly or
Monthly

Call or leave message
Tom 623-606-5898

ock

it

For Sale By Owner!

Two Houses in

Highland area.

6Bdr/4bath

3Bdr/2bath

Serious inquiry only, call for
appointments 512-964-9972

Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

FORRENT

REDUCED!

2600 Langley.

3 bed, 1 bath, CH/A,
Washer/Dryer Conn.,
Covered parking.
$900/month, $300/dep.
Call Richard 432-599-0096.

People just like you
read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds.
Call us today at
263-7331
and place your ad.

603 Vines. 4 bed, 1 bath,
CH/A, fenced backyard.
$950/month, $850/dep.
Call 432-816-6992

‘HERALD

By Steve Becker
Famous Hand

North dcalcr.
Both sides vulnerable.

spades and discovered that East had
the four missing trumps, he cashed

NORTH the queen of hearts and led the A-K
1042 of diamonds.
YAKS873 East could ruff the king if he
864 wished, but he would then either
$+AS have to rcturn a spade, which would
WEST EAST provide an entry to dummy’s ten and
®» »JOKS permit the discard of two diamonds
¥J652 Y1094 on th¢ A-K of hcarts; or a hcart,
®J752 ¢33 which would be equally ineffective;
$QJ1094 SdKE8O632 or a club, which dummy could ruff as
SOUTH South discarded a diamond.

MDAKQT763 East decided not to ruff the dia-
¥YQ mond and discarded a heart instead.
*AKQI109 Fishbcin thercupon played the queen
*» 7 of diamonds. If East ruffed, he again
The bidding: would have to put dummy on lead.

North East South West So East discardcd another heart.
I 4 Pass 26 Pass Fishbein was now able to ruff the
39 Pass 4 @ Pass nine of diamonds, establishing his
4 & Pass 6B ten, and although East could overruff,

Opening lead — queen of clubs.

This hand was played many years
ago by Harry Fishbein, well-known
New York expert. He bid and made
six spades, luckily staying out of a
grand slam that would have failed
because of the bad trump break.

However, it took a bit of doing just
to make the small slam. In casc you
don’t believe it, try the hand out on
your friends and see if they end up
with 12 tricks.

Fishbein won the club lead with
the ace and trumped a club at trick
two. When he then played the ace of

declarer could not be stopped from
scoring the rest of the tricks.

The key play — a hard onc to
think of except in retrospect — came
at trick two when Fishbein trumped
dummy’s five of clubs. If hc had
played a spade to the ace instead, he
would have been defeated.

Let’s say he had done this and
next led the A-K of diamonds. East
could ruff and return a club, and there
would then be no way for South to
make the contract. The club ruff at
trick two was a simple play to make,
but not many would think of it.

Tomorrow: By thc proccss of climination.

©2017 King Features Syndicate Inc.

S UDOK

7 Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: Advancad

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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The

Big Spring Herald

Visit Our Website

at

springherald.com

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Supermoon: A
Super Emotional
Start to the New

Year

The Cancer
supermoon wel-
comes 2018 with a
rush of emotion. You |
may be surprised by
how people feel and
just as surprised by
your own feelings.
There’s a cleansing
quality to feelings.

If you’re willing to
let them flow freely
through you like water,
they will clear the way
as they go, always
finding the path of least
resistance.

ARIES (March
21-April 19). You're
busy making sure the
inside of your head is a
nice place to live. Your
mental environment
will be freshened up by
challenging some old
thought patterns, get-
ting sunlight, exercising
and inviting encourage-
ment and inspiration.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). The irresist-
ible charm you radiate
comes from your genu-
ine interest and skill in
finding out what there is
to like about people and
your total unconcern
about what they think
about you.

GEMINI (May
21-June 21). Shared
knowledge is a beau-
tiful thing, and it cuts
out a lot of wasted time
today because it means
you don’t have to dis-
cuss everything that led
to this moment. You’re
on the same page, and
you’ll move forward as
a team.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). There are
those who can do no
wrong in your eyes.
Have they really earned
your unconditional
positive regard? Well,
they’re getting it today,
earned or not, because
they seem to need the
support. You can do the
math later.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). It’'s good if the plan
goes right, but if things
go wrong, even better.
It's a chance for you
to show what you’re
made of -- that you're a
cool, in-control person
who handles life in a
thoughtful, responsible
way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). Because you
are involved in the tri-
umph of mankind, you
will feel the struggle
and ultimate achieve-
ment of perfect strang-
ers as though it were
your own victory.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). It doesn’t
matter what the person
next to you is doing.
For now, looking ahead
is enough. As with a
horse wearing blinders,

your focus on where
you want to go will
keep you from getting
spooked as you move
forward.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). You'll
smile with happiness at
seeing someone, and
both of you will get an
immediate boost. Your
smile makes people
feel important and
valued, and you like
yourself more, too, for
revving up the good
vibes.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You
may feel as if you're
drinking from the silly
straw of life. Everything
seems to take a cir-
cuitous route to get to
you, but at least you'll
find this to be a highly
amusing start to the
year.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). You're
eager to try things, and
you’ll be good right out
of the gate, as begin-
ner’s luck is your cos-
mic gift at the moment.
Also, you'’ve special
luck for approaching
people you don’t know.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). Last night,
it was the noisemakers
and rowdy revelers who
made all the commo-
tion. Maybe that’s why
today you’re in a quiet
mood, and you don’t
have to raise a hoot;
your accomplishments
will make all the noise
for you.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). There’s
no compliment like your
attention. Who de-
serves it today? You’re
definitely in the running,
as you’ve been doing
so much to make the
transition into the year
a jolly one for all. May-
be you should give it to
yourself!

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Jan. 1). Your gift
for reading people and
getting quickly to the
heart of what they need
and want will make you
a top seller this year,
even if you’re not in
sales. People will buy
into your ideas and
your vision of the future
that includes your
lighthearted wishes
and your deep desires.
You'll love, work and
attract all you need.
Libra and Gemini adore
vou. Your luckv num-

By HoLipAY MATHIS

bers are: 6, 20, 22,
23 and 50.

COSMICALLY
CURIOUS ABOUT...
TALKING ANI-
MALS: There have
been, in the histo-
ry of the world, a
number of talking
animals. Birds who
learned to verbalize
human language.
Chimpanzees who
learned to sign.
These animals have
expressed many
messages, but
scientists have only
one animal on record
-- an African grey parrot
named Alex -- who has
ever asked an exis-
tential question. Alex
asked what color he
was.

One might conclude
that there is, in the
animals, a kind of exis-
tential contentedness
that humans do not
possess. As a person
who struggles to accept
life as it is, | envy any
being with animalistic
and unquestioning
acceptance of a natural
reality. Yet a certain
discontented wonder-
ment over one’s own
existence seems in-
grained in the very fiber
of humanity. To stretch
beyond what is current-
ly known and what can
currently be proved is
to be fully human. What
clearly distinguishes us
from bird and beast?
Questions. Well, ques-
tions and cable televi-
sion bills.

In the weeks to
come, | will use this
space in the column to
explore metaphysical
topics that tickle the
curiosity. If there is a
topic you are particular-
ly curious about, please
ask a question. It’s the
human thing to do! holi-
daymathis@gmail.com

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Two American
heroes were Capricorns
born on the first day of
the year: war hero Paul
Revere and American
flag maker Betsy Ross.
Revere was born under
the warrior moon of
Aries and had Mercury,
Jupiter and Uranus in
adventurous Sagittar-
ius. Ross was born
when the moon was
in Cancer, the sign of
America and of patrio-
tism.

To write to Holiday Mathis,
visit www.creators.com/
author/holiday-mathis and
click “Contact.”
COPYRIGHT 2018 CRE-
ATORS.COM

Discover Another
World,

Read!

You never know
what you
might find.
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This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Jan.
1, the first day of 2018.
There are 364 days left in
theyear. .

Today's Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 1, 1818, the
first edition of the Gothic
novel "Frankenstein; or,
TheModern Prometheus"
bfl English author Mary
Shelley, 20, was pub-
lished anonymously in
London.

On this date: '

In 1785, The Daily
Universal Register —
which later became the
Times of London — pub-
lished its first issue.

In 1863, President
Abraham Lincoln issued
the Emancipation
Proclamation, declaring
that slaves in rebel states
shall be "forever free."

In 1913, the U.S. Parcel
Post system went into
operation.

In 1943, the Walt
Disney wartime animat-
ed short "Der Fuehrer's
Face," starring Donald
Duck in a satire of Nazi
Germany, was released.

In 1953, country singer
Hank Williams “Sr., 29,
was_discovered dead in
the back seat of his car
during a stop in Oak Hill,
West Virginia, while he
was being driven to a
concert date in Canton,

hio.

In 1959, Fidel Castro
and his revolutionaries
overthrew Cuban leader
Fulgencio Batista, who
fled to the Dominican
Republic. . ‘

In_1975, a jury in
Washington found Nixon
administration officials
John N. Mitchell, H.R.
Haldeman, John D.
Ehrlichman and Robert
C. Mardian guilty of
charges related to the
Watergate  cover-up
%Mardlanjs conviction
or conspiracy was later
overturned on appeal).

In 1979, the United
States and China held
celebrations _in
Washlnﬁton and Beijing
to mark the establish-
ment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two
countries.

In 1984, the breakup of
AT&T took place as the
telecommunications
giant was divested of its
22 Bell System compa-
nies under terms of an
antitrust agreement.

In 1993, Czechoslovakia

peacefully split into two
new countries, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia.

In 1994, the North
American Free Trade
A§reement went 1into
effect.

e

In 2014, the nation's
first legal recreational
}éot shops opened in

olorado at 8 a.m.
Mountain time.

Ten years ago: Revelers
celebrated New Year
2008 around the world; a
ball dropped for the 100th

ear in New York's

imes Square. U.S. le-
lomat John Granville
and his driver were shot
to death by Sudanese

unmen in Khartoum.

our men were later
convicted of the attack.)
New no-smoking rules
went into effect in
France, prohibiting peo-
ple from lighting up in
cafes, bars and restau-
rants. The Georgia
Bulldogs rom%)ed past
Hawaii 41-10 at the Sugar
Bowl, end1n§ the
Warriors' perfect season.

Five years ago: The
Senate approved a com-

romise In the small

ours to avert the "fiscal

cliff" and sent it to the
House, Wthh'aﬁ) roved
it in a late-ni vote;
President Barack Obama
announced he would
sign the measure. In
Maryland, same-sex
marriage became legal
in the first state south of
the Mason-Dixon Line.
No. 8 Stanford held off
Wisconsin 20-14 in the
99th Rose Bowl. Singer
Patti Page, 85, died in
Encinitas, California.

One year ago: A gun-
man Killed 39 New Year's
revelers at a crowded
nightclub in Istanbul,
Turkey, in an attack
claimed by Islamic State
(a suspect is facing trial).
At least 57 inmates were
killed in a prison riot in
the northern Brazilian
state of Amazonas.
Antonio Guterres_took
the reins of the United
Nations as its new secre-

tary-general.
Birthdays:

Today's
Former Sen. Ernest
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Hollings, D-S.C., is 96.
Documentary maker
Frederick Wiseman is
88. Actor Frank Langella
is 80. Rock singer-musi-
cian Country  Joe
McDonald is 76. Writer-
comedian Don Novello is
75. Actor Rick Hurst is
72. Country singer Steve
Ripley (The Tractors) is
68. Sen. Robert
Menendez, D-N.J., is 64.

_ COFFEE-BREAK TIME by Sandy Fei
NeWSday Crossword Edited by Starslqeyaple%vmig

ACROSS
1 Have the lead
role
5 Hapless guy,

informally

10 Wild guess

14 Green citrus fruit

15 Shout out for
one’s team

16 Where Lima is
capital

17 Poems of praise

18 Give a speech

19 Not fooled by

20 Not definite yet

22 Full of lather

23 Fidgety

24 Ponder on

25 Off the right path

28 Elizabeth Il and
Victoria

30 Clay pigeon
sport

31 Was able to

33 EMT's skill

35 __ fish sandwich

36 Actress Angelina

37 Farm’s storage
tower

38 Ancient

39 Parking
attendant

40 Don't play fair

41 Mythical tale

43 Raises, as
morale

44 Repetitive
learning method

45 Nary a soul

47 __ and raves
(carries on)

49 Nashville's state

53 Whole bunch (of)

54 Drop by
unexpectedly

55 Apple’s music
player

56 Bouquet
container

The head of the
International Monetary
Fund, Christine Lagarde,
18 62. Rapper
Grandmaster Flash 1s 60.
Actress Renn_Woods is
60. Actress Dedee Pfeiffer
is 54. Country singer
Brian Flynn (Flynnville
Train) is 52. Actor Morris
Chestnut is 49. Actor
Verne Troyer is 49.
Rhythm and blues singer

57 Place to park

58 Zest

59 Attention-getting
sound

60 Tiny spot of land
in the sea

61 Handicrafts
website

DOWN

1 Mailbox
opening

2 Ocean
movement

3 Prayer ender

4 Interstate
stopping place

5 Great Britain
terrier, for short

6 Tennis great
Evert

7 Not easy to lift

8 Parcel (out)

9 Raw mineral

1 12 |3

a

Tank is 42. Model Elin
Nordegren is 38. Actor
Jonas Armstrong is_37.
Actress Eden Riegel is
37. Olympic gold medal
ice dancer Meryl Davis
is 31. Rock musician
Noah ~ Sierota
(Echosmith) is 22.

Thou%ht for Tod%]y:
"The object of a New
Year is not that we

should have a new year.
It is that we should have
a new soul and a new
nose; new feet, a new
backbone, new ears, and
new eyes."

G.K. Chesterton

English poet-essayist
(1874-1936).

® 2018 The Associated Press.

www.stanxwords.com
10 Husband or wife 36 Tarzan's

11 Natural
dispositions

12 Painting and
sculpture

13 Harbor marker

21 Medical school
subj.

22 Took to court

24 Stubborn farm
animal

25 Regarding

26 __ and
crossbones
(pirate flag)

27 Gentle quality

28 Throw in the
towel

29 Water balloon
sound

31 Chilly

32 Bullfight cheer

34 Becomes
inedible

girlfriend

37 Number inside

a sneaker

39 Animal docs
40 Edible

ice-cream holder

42 Became

soaked

43 Traditional

Easter hat

45 Himalayan land
46 Staying cool,

as wine

47 Letters on an

invitation

48 “That’s too bad”
49 Spinning toys
50 Rotisserie rod
51 Ages and ages
52 Anxiously

impatient

54 Tire pressure

meas.

6 |7
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NBA

Continued from Page 10

it should have never come down to
officiating. And it had nothing to do
with only two refs working the game;
one of the three assigned sat out with
a sore back.

"First of all, how do you only have
two officials on a national TV game?
That is the first question," Harden
said. "A lot of grabbing, a lot of holding.
How else am I supposed to get open? A
guy has two arms wrapped around my
whole body."

Harden also shot just 7 for 27 from
the field.

Fans just want the good stuff. They
don't want stories of bad calls and ref
suspensions for getting physical with
a player, like Courtney Kirkland did
with Shaun Livingston. They probably
don't want to see what went on late in
the Cleveland-Golden State marquee
Christmas game, either.

James got fouled three times by Kev-
in Durant in the final moments — with
the Cavs down three. None of the three
got called.

James is 6-foot-8, 250 pounds, a prob-
lem to defend and a problem to offici-
ate. He suffers from the same issue
Shaquille O'Neal did; when you're the

AP Photo
Referee Tre Maddox, left, controls Denver Nuggets center Nikola
JokKic, of Serbia, after he was assessed a flagrant foul against Utah
Jazz forward Jonas Jerebko in the second half of an NBA basket-
ball game Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2017, in Denver. JoKkic was ejected from
the game. The Nuggets won 107-83.

strongest guy on the floor, opponents
tend to be allowed to get away with
more. He can get clobbered, but won't
always get the call.

"For me, the worst thing is when I ac-
tually go over and talk to the ref and
they say 'it was nothing," James said.

The NBA ultimately said James
was right about his belief that Durant
fouled him, confirming as much in the
Last 2-Minute Report on Tuesday. The
L2MR is a great tool, though meaning-
less. It's probably safer for players and
coaches to think they were the victims
of a bad call instead of having those
suspicions confirmed by the league,
which isn't going to change the out-
comes anyway. ("Sorry, LeBron, you
were right. KD did hit you. Our bad.
You still lose.")

It's difficult to say if the report helps
or hinders the player-ref relationship,
which is somewhat tense at the mo-
ment.

ESPN reported last week that the
leadership from the players' associa-
tion and the referees' union met with
hopes of a better relationship between
the sides. It's a nice idea but disagree-
ments are inevitable.

Another issue: the referee corps is
changing. Seasoned vets like Danny
Crawford, Joey Crawford and most
recently Monty McCutchen have all

called their last games.

TCU

Continued from Page 10

— throwing, catching and running for touch-

Refs are getting younger,
newer. Growing pains
are happening.

"You can't deny that
there's a transition peri-
odright now," Heat coach

downs. Desmon White also was a three-way scorer
in his finale, with a 76-yard punt return for a touch-
down to go along with his TDs pass from and to Hill.

There will be two young quarterbacks following
behind Hill. Shawn Robinson started a game when
Hill was hurt, and appeared in five other games as
a true freshman.

"I'm excited for his future," Hill said. "Very talent-
ed. I think he's going to be very special."

Recent signee Justin Rogers will enroll at TCU in
the spring, like Robinson did last year.

Speedy freshman Jalen Reagor had a 93-yard
touchdown catch, while sophomore running back
Sewo Olonilua had 58 yards rushing and caught
four passes in the Alamo Bowl.

The return of Olonilua and leading rusher Darius
Anderson, who missed the last three regular season
games injured and didn't have a carry in the bowl
game, will help the Frogs overcome the departure of
Kyle Hicks, the pass-catching running back whose
senior season was plagued by injuries. Speedy re-
ceiver and special teams threat KaVontae Turpin
will also be back.
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Erik Spoelstra said.
True, but no one would
ever want to see a Finals
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NFL

Continued from Page 10

drive, and Houston's team doctor
approached him after he returned
to the sideline at the end of that pos-
session. He was evaluated again and
taken to the locker room after it was
determined that he did have a con-
cussion.

The NFL said the Texans would not
be fined for the incident. The review
determined that the medical staff
followed protocol but his return to
the game was "unacceptable." Medi-
cal staff didn't see slow-motion vid-
eo where Savage's "fencing posture,"
indicative of a concussion, until af-
ter they did their initial evaluation,
the review found. Texans medical
staff later identified symptoms that
weren't present during the first eval-
uation.

"I think we handled it the way it
was supposed to be handled," Tex-
ans coach Bill O'Brien said. "I think
just speaking for us here at the Tex-
ans it's always about trying to do
the right
thing, do-
ing the right
thing by the
player, do-
ing the right
thing by the
rules. That's
what we try
to do."

O'Brien
said he was
glad to see
that im-
provements
to the pro-
tocol were
made in the
wake of Sav-
age's injury.

"I think
there's a lot
of things
that can be
improved,"
he said. "I think anything where you
can help — obviously the safety of
the player in this game is the most
important thing (and) I think any-
thing like that helps when you try to
improve that process."

The Seattle Seahawks were fined
$100,000 earlier this month for not
properly following protocol with
quarterback Russell Wilson during
a game in November. Seattle was
the first team to be fined for a viola-
tion of the protocol. In addition to
the fine, Seattle's medical staff and
coaches were required to attend
training on the protocol.

Among the changes detailed by
the NFL and NFLPA (all of them al-
ready implemented):

— Using a centralized, unaffili-
ated neurotrauma consultant at the
league office to monitor feeds of all
games and contact the team medical
staff on the sidelines if they see any-
thing that deserves further evalua-
tion.

— If players show signs of a sei-
zure or fencing responses, like Sav-
age did, they will be removed from
the game and cannot return.

— Players who stumble or fall
when trying to stand will require a
concussion evaluation in the locker
room.

— Officials, teammates and coach-
es have been told to take injured
players straight to the medical staff
for evaluation if a concussion evalu-
ation is warranted.

— All players who are evaluated
for concussions on game day must
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have a follow-up evaluation the next
day by a member of the medical
staff.

— A third, unaffiliated neurotrau-
ma consultant will be added to all
playoff games including the Super
Bowl to step in if one of the other
two are away from the sideline tend-
ing to an injured player.

Dr. Hunt Batjer is a neurosurgeon
and a former co-chairman of the
NFL committee on head, neck and
spine injuries who currently serves
as the chair of the Department of
Neurological Surgery at Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in
Dallas. He said that the addition of
the consultant watching all games
and the move to immediately take
any players who show signs of sei-
zures or fencing responses out of the
game were positive steps.

He said he still believes more
should be done to protect players.

"When a player has a suspicious
either helmet-to-helmet or helmet-
to-playing-surface hit and he's down
on the field and play is stopped be-
cause of that play then that person
should be
escorted to
the locker
room for a
full exam,"
Batjer said.
"So that
should be
added to
this."

Batjer be-
lieves that
the game
will eventu-
ally be made
safer when
parents de-
cide that it's
too danger-
ous for their
children to

* %
* %

play.

"The big-
gest lever
that could

be used is to say: 'We as American
parents do not believe the safe-
guards are in place to protect our
kids and therefore they're not play-
ing," he said. "Those are the forces
in my mind that will really push
this forward."
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