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By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

Local US Congressman 
Jodey Arrington (R-Texas) 
has announced that he plans 
to run for re-election in 2018. 

In a statement released 
Tuesday, Arrington said, "I 
am excited to announce my 
campaign for re-election and 
ask for your continued sup-
port. In less than a year in of-
fice, we have become a strong 
voice in the People's House 

for our West Texas families, 
advanced our 
c o n s e r v a t i v e 
principles, and 
delivered on 
our promise to 
rein in Wash-
ington and re-
store power 
back to 'We the 
People.'"

E l e c t i o n 
Day 2018 is Tuesday, Nov. 6. 
While not a presidential elec-

tion year, all Representatives 
and 34 (9 Republican and 25 
Democrat) Senators are up 
for re-election in 2018.

Arrington, a Lubbock resi-
dent, was originally elected 
to the post in January of this 
year, taking over from Con-
gressman Randy Neugebauer 
(R-Texas), who decided not to 
run for re-election at the time.

During his first year in of-
fice, Arrington has served on 
three House committees: Ag-

riculture, Veterans Affairs, 
and Budget, and was selected 
as chairman of the VA Sub-
committee on Economic Op-
portunity. Arrington worked 
to restore cotton to the 2018 
Farm Bill and asked helped 
draft a letter with fellow Tex-
as Congressman Mike Con-
away (R-Texas) of the 11th 
Congressional District ask-
ing President Donald Trump 
for emergency relief for cot-
ton growers. The letter was 

signed by 135 members of 
Congress.

"We have been working tire-
lessly to get cotton back into 
the Farm Bill and the B-21 
Bomber at Dyess AFB (in 
Abilene), and the prospects 
for both – at this point – look 
good," Arrington said in the 
statement. "I've done what I 
said I would do, from being a 
champion for our

See BID, Page 3

Jodey Arrington announces re-election bid

Arrington

Special to the Herald

Are you still uninsured? If so, there’s still 
time to sign up for health insurance and avoid 
the penalty. 

“With many people lacking access to a com-
puter or just need help maneu-
vering through the Marketplace 
website, our application coun-
selors can help,” said SMMC 
CEO Emma Krabill. “We can 
assist individuals and their 
families evaluate the available 
health plans and determine if 
they’re eligible for Medicaid or 
other insurance options. But 
you have to call for an

See INSURANCE, Page 3

Open 
enrollment 
to end Dec. 

15

Krabill

By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

The Iditarod is a thousand-mile 
long dog sled race held annually 
in Alaska, in which teams of dogs 
pull sleds and their rider through 
mile after mile of ice and snow.

Georgie Cutright is doing some-
thing similar across the conti-
nental United States, pulled over 
asphalt and concrete on his skate-
board-mounted sled by his two 
companion huskies, Sarah and 

Lobo. But this trio aren't doing 
it for the competition of a race, 
they're doing it for the Lord.

"I'm just a mascot, you know?" 
Cutright said. "You don't cheer 
for mascots. I'm just a mascot for 
God."

The 42-year-old traveler said his 
most recent journey – seeing the 
country from behind his faithful 
canine friends – started to prove a 
point to his non-believing daugh-
ter.

"I was traveling through Knox-
ville on my way to Florida, and my 
van broke down, and I came to the 
realization that it was kind of now 
or never to live out a dream and do 
something nobody else had ever 
done before," Cutright said. "This 

just kind of came up, you know? 
Before I left, I told my daughter...
she doesn't really believe in God, 
you know? I was like, 'Hey, you 
know, through God, I'm gonna 
make these dogs famous, and I'm 
going to be one of the most filmed 
men in the world for a while. I'll 
do God, and I'll prove to you that 
if a good-for-nothing old man with 
nothing to offer anybody can go 
out and spread joy and love, and 
you would hear of it through oth-
er outlets other than me just say-
ing it, God would prove himself to 
you.'"

After deciding to make the trip, 
Cutright said things happened 

See SLED, Page 3

Sledding across America

'Mascot for God' stops in Big Spring on his cross-country journey

By ALAN FRAM 
and ANDREW 
TAYLOR 
Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N 
(AP) — Hard-right 
House conservatives 
signaled an open-
ness Wednesday to 
backing a short-term 
spending bill this 
week, raising the 

odds that Congress 
will pass the measure 
and prevent a partial 
government shut-
down on Saturday.

"We've got to get 
across the finish line 
on tax reform," Rep. 
Mark Meadows, R-
N.C., leader of

See BILL, Page 3

House conservatives 
show openness to bill 

averting shutdown
HERALD photo/Roger Cline

Huskies Sarah and Lobo pull 42-year-old Georgie Cutright on a practice run through 
the parking lot of Big Spring's West Texas Inn Tuesday afternoon. Cutright, a self-pro-
claimed "Mascot for God," is traveling across America from Knoxville, Tenn., to Venice 
Beach, Calif., in this way to spread the joy and love of God to those who see and meet him 
and his canine companions.
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Charlie Smith
Charlie Smith was born Oct. 1, 

1935, to B.L. & Nora Smith in Court-
ney, Texas, and passed away Mon-
day, Dec. 4, 2017. He married Lou 
Ann Lamb Nov. 24, 1956. She pre-
ceded him in death July 27, 1991. 
He then married Betty Jane Blake 
July 1, 1992. Their children include 
Betty and Ray McKim, Sherry and 
Lee Cook, Jerry and Tahita Hollo-
way, Belynda Campbell, Don and 

Donna Blake, John Smith, Ray Blake and Jim and 
Valerie Smith. His grandchildren include Jeff and 
Sonja Leary, Jason and Mauri Hopper, Michael and 
Chandra Brooks, Tonia Brooks and fiancé, Chris 
Baltzell, Alayna Smith and fiancé, Jeromy Yager, 
Trent and Brandi Smith, Savanah and Josh Tun-
nell, Sean Smith, Jessica and Marcus Washington, 
Winston Holloway and fiancé, Cathleen Cantrell, 
Dylan Cade, Andrew Blake, Jordan and Jeffery 
Kulaga, Megan and Brandon Taylor and Madison, 
Tyler Hinrichs, Macki and Emory McKim and Mal-
lory McKim.

He was also blessed with 18 great-grandchildren. 

He is also survived by his brother, Glen Smith and 
wife, Paula; and a sister, Rose Pritchett.

Charlie always enjoyed life to the fullest, wheth-
er it was work or play. He grew up working in the 
cotton fields and enjoyed hunting, shooting and 
family. He started the Martin County Super Shoot-
ers in 1977 and coached hundreds of kids in Martin 
County and other surrounding counties. He knew 
no boundaries when it came to spending time with 
kids. He loved telling stories, especially ones in-
volving his family.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to Mar-
tin County 4H, American Cancer Society or the 
charity of your choice.

Viewing for the public will be Wednesday from 
8 a.m. until 6 p.m. The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday at Gilbreath Fu-
neral Home in Stanton, Texas. A memorial service 
will be 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, 2017, at the Martin 
County Community Center. A private family buri-
al will follow at Evergreen Cemetery. Pallbearers 
will be his Grandsons.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gil-
breath Funeral Home. Condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Fire/EMS

Police, Sheriff reports

Take Note

Obituaries Aiden Thomas Rodriguez
Aiden Thomas Rodriguez, 7 months, died Mon-

day, Dec. 04, 2017, at Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center. Services are pending at Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home.

Jeannie Cunningham
Jeannie Cunningham, 74, of 

Sand Springs, died Monday, Dec. 
4, 2017, at Scenic Mountain Medi-
cal Center. The family will receive 
friends from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017 at Myers 
& Smith Funeral Home. Funeral 
services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel with Pas-
tor Michael Seay, pastor of Mid-
way Baptist Church officiating. 

Burial will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.
Jeannie was born Dec. 8, 1942, in Pioneer, Texas, 

to Doris Ruth Sheehan Fleener and Ellis Franklin 
Fleener. She grew up in Levelland, Texas, before 
coming to Big Spring to attend Howard County Jr. 
College in 1960. She married Don Cunningham in 
Big Spring on Jan. 18, 1963. Don had passed away 
on May 11, 2012. Jeannie was a homemaker and 
owner of Santa Fe Sandwiches and Grill. The love 
of her life was her grandchildren and great grand-
children.

Jeannie is survived by two daughters, Jill 
Ringener and Jancy Cunningham, both of Sand 
Springs; four grandchildren, Tiffany Ringener, 
Jared Ringener and wife Kristina, Janessa 
Ringener, and Jacy Jo Don Cunningham; two 
great grandsons, Kole James and Cooper Chang-
Ringener; one sister, Jo Ogle and husband Chuck; 
one brother, Richard Fleener; six nieces: Kather-
ine Phillips, Teri Leach, Sheila Cunningham, Deb-
bie Cunningham, Michelle Couch and Suzanne 
Richardson; six nephews, Gus, Scott, Paul, Rafe, 
Richie and Ted Fleener, Charley Ogle; one broth-
er-in-law, Ron Cunningham and wife Marisue and 
one sister-in-law, Martha Fleener. A special thank 
you, to Richie Fleener, who was a caregiver to Don 
and Jeannie and was like a son.

In addition to her parents and husband, Jean-
nie was preceded in death by one brother, Robert 
Fleener and one nephew, Jason Ogle.

Pallbearers will be Kasey Foster, Ted Fleener, 
Richie Fleener, Rod Harris, Charley Ogle, Paul 
Fleener.

Arrangements are made by Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home. Pay your respects online at www.my-
ersandsmith.com.

Paid obituary 

The Big Spring Police 
Department reported 
the following activity:

• AARON CHRIS-
TOPHER VERA, 25, of 
1302 HWY 176, was ar-
rested  on a warrant of 
theft of service less that 
or equal to $100 to $750.

• JESSE REY NUNEZ 
JR., 22, of 105 E 24th St., 
was arrested on a war-
rant of driving while in-
toxicated.

• LIOVARDO AGU-
ILERA, 45, of 1610 S Ow-
ens St., was arrested on 
a warrant of theft in be-
tween $2,000 to $30,000.

• DAVID RAMOS 
GALINDO, 64, of 1905 
Wasson Rd., was ar-
rested on a charge of 
criminal trespass, and 
on a warrant of Crimi-

nal Trespass Bond For-
feiture .

• TRAY AUSTIN 
BRIM, 20, 1106 W 3rd 
St., was arrested on 
a warrant of assault 
causes bodily harm.

• CRIMINAL MIS-
CHIEF was reported on 
the 600 block of Steak-
ley.

• THEFT was reported 
on the 200 block of Cir-
cle Dr.

The Howard County 
Sheriff's Department 
reported the following 
activity:

Note – Officials with 
the Howard County Jail 
reported having 72 in-
mates at the time of this 
report.

• LIOVADRO AGU-
ILERA, 45, was arrested 
by BSPD on a warrant of 
theft in between $2,000 
to $30,000.

• TRAY AUSTIN 
BRIM, 20, was arrested 
by BSPD on a warrant 
of assault causes bodily 
harm.

• BILLY JOE ED-
MONDSON, 37, was 
arrested by HCSO on a 
warrant of order of mod-
ified condition of com-
munity supervision. 

• DAVID RAMOS 
GALINDO, 64, was ar-
rested by BSPD on a 
charge of criminal tres-
pass, and on a warrant 
of Criminal Trespass 
Bond Forfeiture .

• ABEL HERNAN-
DEZ HINOJOS, 45, was 

arrested by HCSO on a 
warrant of terroristic 
threat cause fear .

• JESSE REY NUNEZ 
JR., 22, was arrested by 
BSPD on a warrant of 
driving while intoxi-
cated.

• ROBERT JOHN 
RIOS JR., 21, was ar-
rested by HCSO on a 
warrant of sex offend-
ers duty to register. 

• AARON CHRISTO-
PHER VERA, 25, was 
arrested by BSPD on a 
warrant of theft of ser-
vice less that or equal 
to $100 to $750.

• TERRY LEE ZYL-
STRA JR., 47, was ar-
rested by HCSO on a 
warrant of theft of prop-
ery less than or equal to 
$100 to $750.

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the 
following activity:

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 700 block 
of Ohio. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2900 block 
of E HWY 80. No transport.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1900 block 
of Tucson. No transport.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3700 block 
of Wasson Rd. One person was transported to Sce-
nic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3202 E 
11th. One person was transported to Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1600 block 
of Lancaster. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• TRAUMA CALL was reported in the 3200 block 
of Parkway. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1400 block 
of E 6th St. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• TRAUMA CALL was reported in the 2500 block 
of Fairchild. No transsport.

•New hours for the Salvation 
Army!

Our days and hours are: 
Tuesday - 9 a.m. -12 noon and 

1p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Wednesday – 1p.m. - 7 p.m. (a 

late afternoon and evening add-
ed) 

Friday - 9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 
p.m. - 3 p.m. 

Food Pantry is on Wednesdays 
and Fridays at the above men-
tioned hours. 

• The Emergency Services 
Chaplains Corps is seeking vol-
unteer chaplains. The corps pro-
vides spiritual 

services to Howard County res-
idents and visitors in crisis situ-
ations. Prospective chaplains 
don't require any specific experi-
ence or education to qualify for 
the position, just a calling from 
God and a willingness to devote 
time to the program, which re-
quires a 24- to 30-week training 
program and dedication of one 
day per week for emergency call-
outs.  Those interested should 
contact Senior Chaplain Joel 
Miller at 432-213-1221.

• Big Spring's Centennial Lions 
Club is holding a drive to collect 
books for the Salvation Army 
Boys and Girls Club. Books for 
kids in kindergarten through 
about 10th grade will be accepted, 
with special preference for books 
for younger children in kinder-
garten through third grade. Cash 
donations to allow the Lions to 
purchase additional books are 
also appreciated. Books or dona-
tions can be taken to the Salva-
tion Army, 811 W. Fifth St., or 
to the home of Lions member 
Ken Lawhon at 1707 E. 15th St. 
For more information, contact 
Lawhon at 214-998-9716 or Lions 
member David Stives at 432-270-
2251.

• Food 2 Kids Big Spring needs 
you! It is time to start sacking 
food for Big Spring elementary 
students who do not receive ad-
equate food over the weekends. 
Members of the community can 
be a part by volunteering to sack 
the food. It just takes a couple 
hours of your time and the work 
is very rewarding.

 To volunteer, just show up at 
the time and dates listed. For 
more information, call, 432-935-
3998.

If you want additional infor-
mation about getting your child 
on this program please contact 
your child’s school.

• Each week Kindred offers 
free health checks from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. at the Corner House Cof-
fee Shop, 1701 Scurry St.

• Seniors and mature adults 
are invited to a dance on the 
first, third and fifth Friday of 
each month at the Dora Roberts 
Community Center. Dances are 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. with 
live bands. No alcohol or smok-
ing permitted. There will be a 
pot luck as well so bring a dish if 
you want to eat.

• Howard County Republicans 
meet the second Monday of each 
month. Club members meet in 
the Cactus Room at Howard Col-
lege at 11:30 a.m. for Dutch treat 
lunch and meeting at 12 p.m.
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Jeannie Cunning-
ham, 74, died Mon-
day. The family will 
receive friends from 
6 p.m. until 7 p.m. to-
day at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Fu-
neral services will be 
at 2 p.m. Thursday at 
Myers & Smith Cha-
pel. Burial will follow 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

Esther Cano, 81, 
died Monday. Vigil 
service will be at 7 
p.m. Thursday at My-
ers & Smith Chapel. 
Funeral Mass will be 
at 10 a.m. Friday at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Burial will 
be at Coahoma Cem-
etery.

Aiden Thomas Ro-
driguez, 7 months, 
died Monday. Servic-
es are pending at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Charles Mitchell, 69, 
died Saturday. Servic-
es are pending at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Jeffrey Carter, 54, 
died Monday. Servic-
es are pending at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home.
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AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
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1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
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At The Reserves, you’ll find all the comforts and amenities you’d 
expect in a luxury home. Inside your spacious apartment,, you’ll 

enjoy 9-foot ceilings, walk-in closets and wood-style flooring.

• Wood-Style Flooring • Scenic Views Available • Garages/Carports Available
• Pet Friendly • 9-Foot Ceilings • Gated Community • Washer/Dryer Connections
• Laundry Facilities • Fitness Studio • Beach Entry Pool • Outdoor Living Area
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INSURANCE
Continued from Page 1

appointment; open enrollment ends December 15.” 
The penalty fee for not having insurance has in-

creased this year. If you can afford health insurance 
coverage, but don’t sign up, you may have to pay a 
penalty. For more information about this year’s pen-
alty fees, visit healthcare.gov/fees.  

The good news is based on household income and 
dependents, some individuals may qualify for finan-
cial assistance from the government – or subsidies – 

towards the cost of the premium and other financial 
obligations like co-pays or deductibles. 

Some of the mandatory benefits included in all 
Marketplace plans include doctor visits, prescrip-
tion drugs, hospital and emergency department 
care, lab services, pediatric care, and free preven-
tive and wellness services. Coverage cannot be de-
nied for individuals with a pre-existing health con-
dition.

“Let us help take the frustration out of the enroll-
ment process. Call 432-268-4855 for an appointment 
before December 15 and let us help you get a healthy 
start to the New Year,” said Krabill.

BILL
Continued from Page 1

the House Freedom Cau-
cus, told reporters after 
the group met privately 
early Wednesday. "Any 
distraction from that is a 
problem." Asked if a fed-
eral shutdown would be 
a problem, he said, "Of 
course."

Top Republicans plan to 
push legislation through 
Congress this week fi-
nancing federal agencies 
through Dec. 22, a period 

that would allow time for 
both parties to bargain 
over long-term budget de-
cisions and other issues. 
Government closures 
would begin at midnight 
Friday night unless law-
makers approve more 
money.

The roughly 30-member 
caucus has been trying 
to win promises of tight 
budget curbs and other 
concessions from leaders 
in exchange for backing 
the short-term bill. With-
out support from many of 
them, Republicans would 
need votes from Demo-

crats to push the tempo-
rary spending measure 
through the House, and 
Democrats have not said 
what they will do. Mead-
ows and other caucus 
members said the group 
had made no final deci-
sion to back the short-
term spending measure 
and planned to meet with 
House leaders later in 
the day. "We want to stay 
focused on tax reform," 
said Rep. Jim Jordan, R-
Ohio, another conserva-
tive leader. Top Republi-
cans are adamant about 
not sparking a federal 

shutdown that would 
deal the latest blow to a 
party that has strained 
all year to show it can 
govern effectively. 

BID
Continued from Page 
1

veterans, to passing 
tax reform, Obam-
acare repeal, and 
other important ini-
tiatives out of the 
house, to fighting the 
root of Washington's 
culture problem by 
introducing term 
limit legislation."

While Arrington is 
the only Republican 
so far to announce 
intent to run for the 
19th Congressio-
nal seat, Democrat 
Miguel Levario, a 
Lubbock resident 
and Texas Tech his-
tory professor, has 
announced his bid to 
challenge Arrington 
for the seat. Levario 
will meet with How-
ard County Demo-
crats 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 11 at the Train 
Car Cigar Bar.

SLED
Continued from Page 1

quickly.
"Two weeks later, I was on 

the front page of the Knox-
ville newspaper, and daily-
mill.com did a feature on 
me, and it just kind of went 
worldwide from there," he 
said. "It was amazing once I 
decided to actually do it, how 
fast it came to fruition."

Cutright already had the 
vital elements for his trip by 
that point: His trusty canine 
companions, and his ho-
meade chariot.

"I've had Sarah since mid-
August of last year, and I've 
had Lobo since September 1 
of last year," he said. "They're 
both rescue dogs. I got them 
both in California, and we 

kind of traveled and had dif-
ferent adventures together, 
and then my daughter kind of 
called me up and said, 'Hey, 
you can go everywhere but 
come visit me?' I didn't even 
think that she wanted to see 
me. So I went there with 67 
cents in my pocket."

The "dogsled" was cobbled 
together from a large skate-
board – called a 'longboard' – 
Cutright found on the beach, 
and an old aluminum lawn 
chair. 

"I found a longboard on the 
beach one day, and I sat there 
for four hours waiting for 
the owner, and I said, 'Well, 
if nobody comes by dark, I'll 
take it,'" he said. "I waited for 
somebody to come and get it, 
and nobody came and got it, 
so I left with a longboard. It 
was a really cool longboard. I 

liked it a lot, and Sarah would 
pull me around on it."

After also finding a work-
able lawn chair, Cutright 
duct-taped the two together 
to form his trusty convey-
ance, and stuck an American 
flag on the back. While riding 
through Texas, Cutright has 
also added a Texas flag to the 
mix. Since then, many modi-
fications and repairs have 
been made to the device. The 
original deck of the longboard 
has been replaced by a wider 
deck, giving the vehicle more 
stability and better handling. 

"This is the third lawn chair 
I've had on it," Cutright said. 
"Before, when I had the nar-
rower longboard, the chair 
would hang over the edges, 
and that made the alumi-
num kind of buckle from my 
weight. I've had this chair a 

long time." 
Cutright set out from Knox-

ville, Tenn., in mid-March, 
and is ultimately heading for 
Venice Beach, Calif.

"I started in Knoxville, but 
the police made us stop. 2.2 
miles into the trip, about 12 
cops showed up," he said. 
"My final destination is Ven-
ice Beach, Calif., and that's 
where I hope to end up. But 
you know, if at any time 
the dogs are not up to it, or 
they're not healthy or happy, 
I'm going to call it quits. But 
right now as you can see, 
they're pretty rambunctious. 
If I don't run them, they're 
like this non-stop."

Cutright said life on the 
road isn't all fun times.

"I've been attacked by wild 
animals. Several things like 
that have happened to us. I 
don't really talk about those 
much. I expect those things 
to happen from time to time. 
I'm scared of it, but it's dan-
gerous being on the road," 
he said. "I do like this kind 
of lifestyle a little bit, but it's 
very dangerous, and it's hard 
on my family and it's hard on 
me. At times it's rough. I like 
the freedom of being able to 
go wherever I want to go, but 
the stability of a home would 
mean so much more. But I 
don't ever want to tell people 
that I'm hopeless or whatev-
er. I'm not."

Cutright said he plans to 
remain in Big Spring today, 
and head west on Thursday, 
aiming for El Paso.

The weather's kind of stuck 
me here to this point. I was 
staying here to relax and 
because it's probably the 
last cheap motel I'm going 
to come to for quite a while, 
you know? I thought I'd take 
advantage of the price while I 
had the money. I don't travel 
with money. I spend it as I get 
it. I like to keep it in the com-
munity where I get it. People 
sometimes give me money, 
and if I were to just carry it 

with me, I might get robbed. 
I want to keep it where it's 
given to me. I want to keep 
it in that community. Really, 
money's just imaginary any-
way."

Cutright said his mission is 
to spread the love and joy of 
God.

"My mission in life is to give 
others the joy in life that I've 
found through God. We try to 
fill all our lives with people, 
places, and things, and dif-
ferent aspects of our lives, 
and finding gratification in 
an instant at any moment in 
our lives. We've grown unap-
preciative of God and what 
he's done for us," he said. "If 
we don't follow that purpose, 
it's almost like blasphemy. 
When I started following 
what I thought was God's 
plan for me, things just start-
ed falling into place. Some-
times I'd get smacked in the 
back of the head, and I would 
go back to the path where I 
left off, almost like dominos, 
and I'd start rebuilding from 
that point. When I started do-
ing that, it just started going 
real easy. It's been pretty in-
tense, this whole trip."

Contact Staff Writer Roger 
Cline at 432-263-7331 ext. 235, 
or by email at reporter@big-
springherald.com.

HERALD photo/Roger Cline

The skateboard-mounted lawn chair traveler Georgie Cutright is using to cross 
the country, towed by his Husky companions Sarah and Lobo. The deck of the 
"longboard"-style skateboard has been replaced with a wider, more stable one, 
and the aluminum lawn chair has been replaced several times. 
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Texas county approves new building 
regulations post-Harvey

HOUSTON (AP) — In the wake of devastating 
flooding from Hurricane Harvey, officials in the 
Texas county that is home to Houston have ap-
proved new building regulations that they're tout-
ing as the toughest in a major U.S. metropolitan 
area for construction in flood-prone locations.

The new rules, which take effect Jan. 1, will in-
crease how high new homes and other structures in 
Harris County must be elevated to avoid floodwa-
ters. Some new structures could be elevated up to 8 
feet higher than under current regulations.

The rules cover unincorporated parts of Harris 
County, where nearly 2 million people reside, but 
not structures within Houston city limits.

The new regulations approved Tuesday by Harris 
County commissioners will have builders adhere 
to construction standards within a 500-year flood 
plain instead of a 100-year flood plain.

Former monk testifies in murder trial 
of ex-priest

EDINBURG, Texas (AP) — A former monk has 
testified that an ex-priest accused of killing a Texas 
woman in 1960 confessed to him three years after 
the killing.

Dale Tacheny testified Monday in the murder 
trial for John Feit, who is accused of suffocating 
Irene Garza after she went to confession at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in McAllen. An autopsy de-
termined the teacher and former beauty queen was 
beaten, raped while unconscious and asphyxiated.

Tacheny said the now 85-year-old Feit confessed 
to him in 1963, after the church sent Feit to a Mis-
souri monastery where Tacheny worked. The for-
mer Trappist monk said Feit expressed no remorse 
during the confession.

Tacheny said he didn’t initially report the crime 
because it “was not my place to make a judgment.” 
The 88-year-old said he instead tried to counsel Feit 
to change his behavior toward women. But in 2002, 
Tacheny went to police in San Antonio and report-
ed what Feit allegedly told him decades earlier.

Investigators said Feit gave them conflicting 
versions of what happened the day Garza died in 
April 1960. They said Feit initially alleged he didn’t 
take Garza’s confession and that another priest 
was present at the time. But he later said he was 
alone and had taken Garza’s confession, according 
to investigators. Feit’s attorney argues there is no 
physical evidence linking his client to the killing. 
He also said Tacheny made assumptions about the 
crime when he reported it to police in 2002.

Feds pay most of $1.7B Texas has 
spent so far post-Harvey

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas had spent nearly 
$1.7 billion on Hurricane Harvey recovery through 
the end of October, with more than three-quarters 
of that coming from federal funds.

The nonpartisan Legislative Budget Board told 
a state Senate committee on Tuesday that federal 
funding accounted for more than $1.3 billion of 
what’s been spent post-Harvey so far.

That doesn’t account for $5 billion in additional, 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development funds being 
distributed via federal block grant programs.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
awarded $1.1 billion to the Texas land commission-
er’s office to assist those who lost homes during the 
storm. The agency expects to spend $810 million of 
that during fiscal year 2018.

Republican Sen. Jane Nelson, who heads the com-
mittee, said “This is going to be a long and costly 
recovery.”

By ELLIOT 
SPAGAT and JILL 
COLVIN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Border Patrol arrests 
plunged to a 45-year 
low, but detentions by 
deportation officers 
away from the U.S.-
Mexico border soared 
during President 
Donald Trump's first 
months in office, as his 
efforts to overhaul the 
nation's immigration 
system took effect.

In all, the Border Pa-
trol made 310,531 ar-
rests during the fiscal 
year that ended Sept. 
30, a decline of 25 per-
cent from a year ear-
lier and the lowest level 
since 1971. But U.S. Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement, whose 
officers pick up people 
for deportation, made 
143,470 arrests, an in-
crease of 25 percent. Af-
ter Trump took office, 
ICE arrests surged 40 
percent from the same 
period a year earlier.

"The president made 
it clear in his executive 
orders: There's no pop-
ulation off the table," 
Thomas Homan, ICE's 
acting director, told re-
porters in Washington 
on Tuesday. "If you're 
in this country ille-
gally, we're looking for 
you and we're going to 
look to apprehend you."

Overall, ICE said 
deportations totaled 
226,119, a decline of 6 
percent from the previ-
ous year, but that num-
ber masks a major shift 
away from the border. 
ICE often takes custody 

of people at the bor-
der before deporting 
them; the sharp drop in 
Border Patrol arrests 
means fewer people to 
remove.

ICE said "interior re-
movals" — people de-
ported after being ar-
rested away from the 
border — jumped 25 
percent to 81,603. And 
they were up 37 percent 
after Trump's inaugu-
ration compared to the 
same period a year ear-
lier.

In February, former 
Homeland Security 
Secretary John Kelly, 
who now serves as 
Trump's chief of staff, 
scrapped the Obama 
administration's in-
structions to limit de-
portations to public 
safety threats, convict-
ed criminals and recent 
border crossers, effec-
tively making anyone 
in the country illegally 
vulnerable.

At the Capitol on 
Tuesday, a group of 
34 House Republicans 
asked Speaker Paul 
Ryan to act this month 
on legislation dealing 
with 800,000 young im-
migrants brought to 
the United States as 
children and now liv-
ing here illegally.

Reasons for the pre-
cipitous drop in border 
arrests are unclear, but 
Trump's election may 
have deterred people 
from trying. Trump 
has yet to get funding 
for the first installment 
of his proposed border 
wall with Mexico and 
the number of Border 
Patrol agents declined 

to less than 19,500 as 
the government strug-
gle to fill vacancies con-
tinued during his presi-
dency.

The numbers re-
leased Tuesday provide 
the most complete sta-
tistical snapshot of im-
migration enforcement 
under Trump. And they 
show that deportation 
officers are taking his 
call for an immigration 
crackdown to heart, 
even without the fund-
ing increase that the 
president has sought 
from Congress for more 
hiring.

South of the Arizona 
border in the Mexican 
town of Nogales, many 
of the deportees who 
were eating breakfast 
Monday at a dining 
room run by a nonprofit 
group had been picked 
up in the U.S. far from 
the border.

"We are seeing a lot of 
people now who have 
long established ties in 
the United States," said 
Joanna Foote Williams, 
the Kino Border Initia-
tive's director of educa-
tion and advocacy, as 
about 40 men and a few 
women ate eggs, refried 
beans and tortillas.

Trump campaigned as 
an immigration hard-
liner, accusing Mexico 
of sending rapists and 
other criminals to the 
U.S. and promising to 
build "a great wall on 
our southern border." 
As president, he has 
signed a series of travel 
bans aimed at curtail-
ing who can enter the 
country, pushed to 
overhaul the legal im-

migration system and 
tried to crack down on 
so-called sanctuary cit-
ies that refuse to share 
information about il-
legal immigrants with 
federal authorities.

The sharp drop in 
border arrests may be 
used by Trump's critics 
to question the need to 
spend billions of dollars 
on a border wall and 
hire 5,000 more Border 
Patrol agents. Officials 
said they believe a wall 
is still necessary.

Homan said that, 
every time a wall bar-
rier has been built, il-
legal crossings have de-
creased significantly.

"Why would we not 
want to build a wall?" 
he asked. "What is the 
cost of national secu-
rity and public safety?"

Despite the overall de-
cline in border arrests, 
the numbers have in-
creased every month 
since May — largely 
families and unaccom-
panied children.

About 58 percent 
of Border Patrol ar-
rests were people from 
countries other than 
Mexico — up from 54 
percent from a year 
earlier — largely from 
Central America. Start-
ing around 2011, large 
numbers from El Sal-
vador, Guatemala and 
Honduras began en-
tering the country in 
South Texas, which re-
placed Arizona as the 
busiest corridor for il-
legal crossings.

Ronald Vitiello, Cus-
toms and Border 

See BORDER, Page 5

Border arrests fall, deportations 
soar in Trump's first year

AP photo

In this photo taken Monday, Dec. 4, 2017, in Nogales Mexico, crosses with the names of 
migrants who have died on the northbound journey to the United States. The federal 
government on Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017, issued its most complete statistical snapshot 
of immigration enforcement under President Donald Trump, saying Border Patrol 
arrests plunged to a 45-year low while arrests by deportation officers soared.
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Protection's acting 
deputy commissioner, 
said he was "very con-
cerned" about increases 
in families and chil-
dren crossing in recent 
months. During the fis-
cal year, which included 
the Obama administra-
tion's final months, bor-
der authorities stopped 
people traveling as fami-
lies 104,997 times on the 
Mexican border and un-
accompanied children 
48,681 times.

CBP also said inspec-
tors at land crossings, 
airports and seaports de-
nied entry 216,370 times 
during the fiscal year, 
a decline of 24 percent 
from 2016. Border Patrol 
arrests occur outside of 
those official points of 
entry.

CBP, which has faced 
allegations of excessive 
use of force, said its em-
ployees used firearms 17 
times during the fiscal 
year, down from 27 the 
previous year and 58 in 
2012. They used "less-
lethal" devices such as 
pepper spray 979 times, 
up from 947 a year ear-
lier. CBP said its em-
ployees were assaulted 
847 times, up from 585 
a year earlier and less 
than 600 each year go-
ing back to 2012.

MEDFORD, Ore. (AP) — 
An Oregon fugitive recently 
arrested at the University of 
Texas, Arlington, has a his-
tory of using aliases and sup-
plied a fake identity to enroll 
in a graduate program there, 
authorities said.

Daniel Charles Ray Hanson, 
42, is jailed in Fort Worth, 
Texas, on a felony charge 
of tampering with a gov-
ernment document and has 
previously gone by aliases 
including Skylar Michael 
Gregory Joyner, Skylar Mi-
chael Dal Porto and Michael 
Gregory Joyner, the Mail Tri-
bune reported Monday.

It wasn't clear if Hanson 

had retained an attorney. Au-
thorities didn't return calls 
from the Mail Tribune.

The newspaper obtained a 
28-page report from Univer-
sity of Texas police detailing 
a monthslong investigation 
into Hanson's activities and 
identity that involved finger-
print experts and law enforce-
ment agencies in Oregon, 
Texas and California. Some 
of the report was redacted.

During the Texas investi-
gation, authorities realized 
Hanson was wanted on a 2001 
forgery warrant in Oregon 
over falsifying his birth date 
so he could enroll in a local 
high school. He pretended 

to be a 17-year-old homeless 
boy when he was already in 
his 20s and had graduated in 
1994.

He was enrolled at the Uni-
versity of Texas, Arlington's 
School of Social Work under 
the name Skylar Michael 
Gregory Joyner. In January, 
the school's Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing Services autho-
rized a tuition waiver under 
the false ID, granting him a 
tuition waiver that totaled 
$14,588 for fall 2016 and spring 
2017 semesters.

An angry outburst in April 
led five professors and anoth-
er student to file more than 30 
pages of complaints against 

him, and school administra-
tors decided to remove him 
from the doctoral program. 
As part of that process, ad-
ministrators asked the uni-
versity police to perform a 
background check.

University police gathered 
Hanson's fingerprint cards 
from police agencies in Or-
egon, and Medford police in-
terviewed Hanson's father to 
confirm his identity.

A warrant for his arrest 
was issued May 11 by Texas 
authorities after a trained fin-
gerprint examiner confirmed 
they matched the others. By 
then, Hanson had left his 
apartment.

He was arrested in October 
in Atlanta, the newspaper 
said.

Oregon court records show 
Hanson was convicted of fel-
ony arson and misdemeanor 
reckless endangering in a 
1995 case for setting fires and 
damaging property at a Sa-
lem dormitory for the Tokyo 
International University of 
America, which is affiliated 
with Willamette University.

Hanson had a full-ride 
scholarship to Willamette 
that year, previous news re-
ports show.

Oregon fugitive arrested at Texas university using alias

By KRYSTA 
FAURIA and 
BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press

VENTURA, Calif. (AP) 
— For second time in 
two months, wind-driv-
en fires tore through 
California communi-
ties in the middle of the 
night, leaving rows of 
homes and a psychiatric 
hospital in ruins Tues-
day and sending tens of 
thousands of people flee-
ing for their lives.

There were no im-
mediate reports of any 
deaths or serious inju-
ries in the blazes burn-
ing in Southern Califor-
nia's Ventura County, 
on the edge of Los An-
geles and in inland San 
Bernardino County.

The Ventura County 
wildfire broke out Mon-

day and grew wildly to 
nearly 80 square miles 
(207 square kilometers) 
in a matter of hours. It 
was fanned by dry San-
ta Ana winds clocked 

at well over 60 mph (96 
kph) that grounded fire-
fighting helicopters and 
planes.

Lisa Kermode ignored 
the first evacuation 
alert that buzzed on her 
phone when it said the 
fire was 15 miles way. 
But the flames were 
nearly on top of her an 
hour later when she 
rounded up her three 
children, still in their 
pajamas, and told them 
to grab some jeans.

They returned Tues-
day to find the home 
in ashes, including a 
Christmas tree and the 
presents they had just 
bought.

"We got knots in our 
stomach coming back 
up here," Kermode said. 
"We lost everything, 
everything, all our 
clothes, anything that 
was important to us. All 
our family heirlooms — 
it's not sort of gone, it's 
completely gone."

A smaller fire erupted 

on the northern edge 
of Los Angeles, threat-
ening the Sylmar and 
Lakeview Terrace 
neighborhoods, where 
residents scrambled to 
get out as heavy smoke 
billowed over the city, 
creating a health hazard 
for millions of people.

Just eight weeks ago, 
wildfires that broke out 
in Northern California 
and its wine country 
killed 44 people and de-
stroyed 8,900 homes and 
other buildings.

Fires aren't typical 
in Southern California 
this time of year but 
can break out when 
dry vegetation and too 
little rain combine with 
the Santa Ana winds. 
Los Angeles has gotten 
hardly any measurable 
rain in two months.

Like the deadly Oc-

tober fires in Napa and 
Sonoma counties, the 
blazes are in areas more 
suburban than rural.

"That means that 
there are going to be far 
greater numbers that 
are going to be evacuat-
ed, as we're seeing now. 
And counties and cit-
ies are going to have to 
expand their budgets," 
said Char Miller, a pro-
fessor of environmental 
analysis at Pomona Col-
lege who has written 
extensively wildfires. 
"These fires are not just 
fast and furious, but 
they're really expensive 
to fight."

The early official 
count was that at least 
150 structures burned 
in the Ventura County 
fire, but it was sure to go 

See FIRES, Page 6

California suburbs again under 
siege from wind-driven fires

AP photo

Flames consume a home on Via Arroyo as a wildfire rages in Ventura, Calif., on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5, 2017.

By PAUL J. 
WEBER 
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— Texas' first Hispan-
ic female sheriff an-
nounced Wednesday 
she is running for gov-
ernor in 2018, making 
her the biggest Demo-
crat in the race to chal-
lenge Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott.

Dallas County Sheriff 
Lupe Valdez, who says 
she is stepping down 
as sheriff after 12 years 
to launch her cam-
paign, starts out as an 
underdog. Texas hasn't 
elected a Democratic 
governor since 1990 
and Abbott coasted to a 
20-point win just three 
years ago against Wen-
dy Davis, whose defense 
of abortion rights cata-
pulted her to national 
political stardom.

In Valdez, 70, Demo-
crats are now putting 
up a far different can-
didate: a one-time mi-
grant worker and Army 
veteran with more than 
40 years in law enforce-
ment. She was Texas' 
first openly gay sher-
iff and has publicly 
clashed with Abbott 
over her handling of 
federal immigration de-
tainers in the nation's 
seventh-largest jail sys-
tem.

Several other lesser-
known Democrats, in-
cluding the son of a for-
mer Texas governor in 
the 1980s, are also run-
ning. But the true Dem-
ocratic heavyweights 
took a pass, including 
Julian Castro, who 
was President Barack 
Obama's housing sec-

retary and is a former 
mayor of San Antonio.

Texas Democrats have 
faced uncomfortable 
questions for months 
about whether they can 
field a credible guber-
natorial candidate. Val-
dez, a former U.S. De-
partment of Homeland 
Security agent, says she 
is a proud Democrat.

"Opportunity in Texas 
ought to be as big as 
this great state, but it 
is out of reach for far 
too many, that's why 
I'm running for Texas 
Governor," Valdez said 
in a statement. She is 
expected to formally file 
Wednesday.

Valdez was among 
about 40 female sheriffs 
in the U.S., a number 
that amounts to only 
about 1 percent of the 
total sheriff population, 
according to the Nation-
al Sheriffs Association.

Abbott, who is fac-
ing re-election for the 
first time, approaches 
next year's midterm 
elections in a better po-
sition than few other 
incumbent governors 
in the U.S. He has no 
serious GOP primary 
challenger and already 
has more than $40 mil-
lion in campaign funds 
socked away.

He remains popular 
among social conserva-
tives who drive Texas 
politics and is steering 
the state through the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey, which could 
become the costliest na-
tional disaster cleanup 
in U.S. history. He has 
pressed the White

See RACE, Page 6

Texas' first 
Hispanic female 

sheriff enters 
governor's race
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higher.
Mansions and modest homes alike 

were in flames. The Hawaiian Village 
Apartments burned to the ground. 
The Vista del Mar Hospital, which 
treats patients with mental prob-
lems or substance abuse, including 
veterans with post-traumatic stress 
syndrome, smoldered after burning 
overnight.

Aerial footage showed dozens of 
homes in one neighborhood burned 
to the ground and a large subdivision 
in jeopardy as the flames spit out em-
bers that could spark new blazes.

More than 27,000 people were evac-
uated, and one firefighter suffered 
bumps and bruises in a vehicle acci-
dent in Ventura County.

The fire erupted near Santa Paula, 
a city of some 30,000 people about 60 
miles (97 kilometers) northwest of 
Los Angeles known for its citrus and 
avocado orchards and farm fields 
along the Santa Clara River.

"We had the fire come through here, 
pretty dramatically, all night long," 
said Karen Heath-Karayan, who 
stayed up with her husband to douse 
embers that rained on their home and 
small lot where they sell Christmas 
trees. "It was really scary."

They were ordered to evacuate as 
flames got within about 100 yards (90 
meters), but they decided to stand 
their ground to protect their prop-
erty, where they have chickens and 
goats.

They hosed down their roof and hit 
hotspots before winds pushed the fire 
over a hill toward neighboring Ventu-
ra, a city of 106,000 where more people 

were ordered to clear out.
"It was just exponential, huge 

growth because the winds, 50 mile an 
hour out of the east, were just push-
ing it and growing it very, very large, 
very quickly," Ventura County Fire 
Chief Mark Lorenzen said shortly af-
ter sunrise.

Thomas Aquinas College, with 
about 350 students, was evacuated.

The fire on the northern edge of Los 
Angeles was estimated at more than 
6 square miles (15 square kilometers) 
and had burned homes, though no 
immediate damage estimates were 
released. About 2,500 homes were or-
dered evacuated.

Alan Barnard watched flames come 
downhill toward his Lakeview Ter-
race home and told his wife to grab 
their 11-month-old grandson and 
leave. He stayed to collect a few pos-
sessions and then took his dog and 

left the quiet cul-de-sac.
When he returned later, a bedroom 

and his garage were destroyed, but 
three-quarters of the house remained 
intact.

"We're pretty much out of the main 
danger now," he said as he tried to 
spray hotspots with a garden hose. 
"We consider ourselves very lucky."

Southern California's gusty Santa 
Ana winds have long contributed to 
some of the region's most disastrous 
wildfires. They blow from the inland 
West toward the Pacific Ocean, speed-
ing up as they squeeze through moun-
tain passes and canyons.

Nearly 180,000 customers in the Ven-
tura County lost power, and schools 
in the district were closed. Some fire-
fighting efforts were hampered when 
pumping stations lost power.

RACE
Continued from 
Page 5

House for billions 
of dollars in ad-
ditional recov-
ery aid, and state 
leaders drew high 
marks in a recent 
survey of Harvey-
affected residents 
by the Kaiser 
Family Founda-
tion.

But Democrats 
are likely to tar-
get two of Abbott's 
most divisive pur-
suits: his "sanctu-
ary cities" ban 
signed in May; 
and a so-called 
bathroom bill tar-
geting transgen-
der people, which 
failed to pass 
amid backlash 
from big corpora-
tions such as Am-
azon and Google.

The new "sanc-
tuary cities" law, 
known as SB4, is 
Abbott's tough-
est crackdown on 
immigration and 
was partly fueled 
by Valdez's deci-
sion in 2015 that 
Dallas jails would 
stop automati-
cally honoring 
federal immigra-
tion detainers for 
minor offenses. 
At the time, Ab-
bott responded 
by threatening 
to pull $250 mil-
lion in criminal 
justice grants to 
counties that fol-
lowed Valdez's 
lead, though Dal-
las never lost any 
funds.

Ann Richards 
was the state's 
last Democratic 
governor and 1994 
was the last time 
Democrats won 
any statewide of-
fice in Texas — 
the longest losing 
streak of its kind 
in the nation.

By MICHAEL R. 
SISAK and YVONNE 
LEE 
Associated Press

Women who say they 
were sexually harassed 
or mistreated by pow-
erful men in television 
news have banded to-
gether to form a support 
network aimed at chang-
ing a newsroom culture 
they say has given men 
a free pass to misbehave 
for decades.

The women behind the 
Press Forward initiative 
tell The Associated Press 
they want a zero-toler-
ance policy for sexual 
misconduct at networks, 
better awareness of legal 
rights for women coming 
into the industry and bet-
ter accountability for ex-
ecutives to ensure safety 
and improvements.

"Women should not 
have to go to work and 
worry that something 
like this is going to hap-
pen to them," said Elea-
nor McManus, who said 
she was a 21-year-old job 
seeker when then-ABC 
News political reporter 
Mark Halperin tried to 
kiss her during a meet-
ing in his office. "Women 
should not worry that 
mentors may act in an 
aggressive manner to-
ward them. That's not 
fair."

Press Forward evolved 
over the last two months 
after McManus and other 
women went public with 
allegations against Hal-
perin, CBS and PBS host 
Charlie Rose and NBC's 
"Today" show host Matt 
Lauer, and others.

Halperin has said that 
he is "profoundly sorry 
for the pain and anguish" 
he has caused and, in 
reading the women's 
accounts, recognized 
"conduct for which I feel 
profound guilt and re-
sponsibility." Rose and 

Lauer have also offered 
apologies, while saying 
some the allegations are 
untrue. All have been 
fired.

This was the second 
wave of an industry-
wide reckoning that be-
gan at Fox News with 
the removal last year of 
Fox News chief Roger 
Ailes and the dismissal 
in April of the network's 
star host Bill O'Reilly. 
But the most recent rev-
elations came as many 
Hollywood and other 
media executives have 
faced allegations, and 
more network women 
have come forward.

At first, McManus and 

a small group shared 
stories and hugs over 
drinks. They kept in 
touch via text messages 
and private Facebook 
groups, including one 
called "The Silver Lin-
ing." Now they have 
reached out to other 
women with shared 
experiences to build a 
growing coalition.

"Nobody here is wal-
lowing in their pain and 
anger," said Dianna Gold-
berg May, a former ABC 
News researcher who 
said Halperin demanded 
she close the door and sit 
on his lap in his office in 
the mid-1990s when she 
was 23. "We are doing 

something to effect posi-
tive change in the work-
place."

The group's first mis-
sion: figuring out what's 
needed to make the tele-
vision news business 
more equitable and ef-
fective. The women say 
they'll spend the next six 
months talking with ev-
eryone from interns to 
executives and designing 
best practices that tear 
down the status quo.

After Lauer's firing, 
NBC initiated a review of 
its handling of the matter 
and implemented in-per-
son training on sexual 
harassment awareness 
and appropriate behav-

ior in the workplace.
McManus said some 

of the networks have al-
ready expressed an in-
terest in working with 
Press Forward.

"There are many rea-
sons to have an industry-
wide conversation about 
how we're doing and how 
we're living up to our 
norms," said McManus, 
a co-founder of the Wash-
ington, D.C. public rela-
tions firm Trident DMG. 
"This is, perhaps, the 
most pressing because 
this is about the shame-
ful power imbalance that 
has been in place too 

See CULTURE, Page 7

APNewsBreak: Accusers take on 
toxic culture in TV newsrooms

AP photo

In this Dec. 4, 2017, image made from a video, Eleanor McManus works at her desk at 
Trident DMG, the Washington public relations firm she co-founded. McManus formed a 
support group for women like her who say they were victimized by powerful men in the 
television news business and is the co-founder of Press Forward, an initative aimed at 
changing newsroom culture.
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SUBMIT YOUR CHILDREN’S
SANTA LETTERS TO THE
BIG SPRING HERALD!

Email your child’s Santa Letters to:
editor@bigspringherald.com

Fax Letters to:
(432) 264-7205

or mail to:
Big Spring Herald

Santa Letters
P.O. Box 1431

Big Spring, TX 79721 

Deadline to Submit Letters
Friday, December 8

288638

Sunday, December 17!

Big Spring Herald
(432) 263-7331

REWARD
On Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017

After the Christmas Parade a trailer
with a generator left the parade behind 
Elrod’s to a home on Washington Blvd.

A Honda 2000I Generator
fell off the trailer between this area. 

The Coahoma Lions Club
is offering a Reward

NO QUESTIONS ASKED
Call

Coahoma City Hall

432-394-4288 28
88

38

CULTURE
Continued from Page 6

long."
They already have plenty of ideas.
May, now a lawyer, wants the gov-

ernment to give sexual harassment 
victims more time to file a complaint. 
Currently, they have up to 300 days.

McManus wants newsrooms to 
evolve so women at all levels are 
not afraid to report wrongdoing by a 
top anchor or producer. "We stayed 
silent because we thought we were 
the only ones," said McManus. "We 
didn't think that this happened to 
others, and that's why we stayed si-

lent so long. The cult of silence is fi-
nally broken." Emily Miller tweeted 
that Halperin sexually assaulted her 
while she was a researcher at ABC 
News. Lara Setrakian was 24 when 
she says Halperin kissed and touched 
her while they talked politics in his 
office.

They said they learned later that 
some people at the network had been 
aware of Halperin's behavior, but 
that it didn't stop. Setrakian said Hal-
perin's treatment of young women 
was considered an "open secret" in 
some circles.

"There's clearly a problem here," 
said Setrakian, now the chief execu-
tive of the digital media outlet News 

Deeply. "They should be launching 
rigorous investigations on how to fix 
the problem."

Changing the culture of television 
news so that men and women are on 
equal footing — with the same oppor-
tunities for advancement — is vital to 
ensuring its future, Setrakian said.

That means not only eliminat-
ing the sexual misconduct that has 
caused scores of women to leave the 
industry, she said, but getting rid of 
double standards that judge women 
on their appearance.

"The current culture is muddling 
the meritocracy," Setrakian said. 
"It's pushing talented people out. It's 

allowing toxic behavior to affect the 
performance and contribution of cer-
tain colleagues. That's bad for busi-
ness." Marcy McGinnis, who worked 
her way from secretary to senior vice 
president at CBS News, said as much 
as women should be told what re-
sources are available to them if there 
is an incident, men need to know how 
to act in the workplace.

"Then we wouldn't have to train 
women how to deal with it," said Mc-
Ginnis, who now works at the Alan 
Alda Center for Communicating Sci-
ence at Stony Brook University. "Why 
don't we go to the source and fix that?"

Check it out at the Howard County Library 

This week I'll start 
with a biography of 
David O. Brown, a 
retired Dallas Police 

Chief.  “Called to Rise” (B 
BRO D) is written by David 
O. Brown with Michelle Bur-
ford.  On July 7, 2016, protest-
ers marched in the streets of 
Dallas to demonstrate against 
the killings of unarmed 
black men by the police.  As 
the peaceful event drew to a 
close, a sniper opened fire, 
targeting white cops an kill-
ing five of them.  Into this 
charged situation stepped 
Dallas police chief David O. 
Brown, who with a historic 
new tactical approach, quick-
ly ended the gunman's siege 
and calmed his community 
and the nation.  In this pow-
erful memoir, Chief Brown 
takes us behind the scenes 
of that tragedy and shares 
intimate moments from his 
early life: his childhood, in 
which he was raised by a sin-
gle mom in a neighborhood 
poor in resources but rich 
in love and faith; his college 
years-cut short when he felt 
called to save his hometown 
from its descent into drug-
related violence; and, as he 

moved up the ranks, a series 
of deeply personal tragedies.  
Chief Brown believes that we 
have to band together to en-
gage in the kind of dialogue 
that can lead to solutions.  In 
place of complaining, we all 

have to take ac-
tion, and one 
first great step 

is to tune in to 
what is being 
said.  “Called to 
Rise” explores 
the keys to that 
dialogue-trust, 
transparency, 
and compas-
sion-that have 
made Brown a 

leader on the 
front lines of 

social change 
in America.

Next, I'll start with the fic-
tion books.  In “Wired” by Ju-
lie Garwood (F GAR J), hot-
shot FBI agent Liam Scott has 
a problem: a leak deep within 
his own department.  He 
needs the skills of a topnotch 
hacker to work on a highly 
sensitive project, but he can't 
use one of his own.  He finds 
the perfect candidate in Al-
lison Trent.  Allison doesn't 

look like a hacker, and when 
she's not in college working 
on her degree, she models 
on the side.  Behind her gor-
geous face is a brilliant mind 
for computers, and her real 
love is writing and hacking 
code.  Her dream is to write 
a new security program that 
could revolutionize the tech 
industry.  When Liam offers 
her the job, she turns him 
down flat.  What Liam doesn't 
know is that Allison is hid-
ing secrets that she doesn't 
want the FBI to uncover.  
Liam will do nearly anything 
to persuade her to join his 
team, even break a few rules 
if that's what it takes.

“Into the Water” by Paula 
Hawkins (F HAW P) finds 
a single mother dead at the 
bottom of the river that runs 
through town.  Earlier in the 
summer, a vulnerable teen-
age girl met the same fate.  
They are not the first women 
lost to these dark waters, but 
their deaths disturb the river 
and its history, dredging up 
secrets long submerged.  Left 
behind is a lonely fifteen-
year-old girl.  Parentless and 
friendless, she now finds her-
self in the care of her moth-

er's sister, a fearful stranger 
who has been dragged back 
to the place she deliberately 
ran from and vowed to never 
return.

In “Come Sundown” by 
Nora Roberts (F ROB N), the 
Bodine ranch and resort is a 
family business for vacation-
ers who want to ride horses 
or couples holding weddings 
under the wide-open sky.  
Bodine Longbow does all she 
can to keep things running 
with the help of her siblings, 
the staff, and the new hire, 
Callen Skinner.  Not far away, 
an aunt Bodine has never met 
lives in her own twisted ver-
sion of a family, one no one 
knows about, one she never 
chose.  Years ago, Alice was 
a rebellious eighteen-year-old 
who ran off looking for free-
dom and adventure.  Now she 
cowers in fear, rarely seeing 
the sunlight, her mind shat-
tered by a man who views 
her and her offspring as his 
rightful property.  Many qui-
etly presume that she is long 
dead.  When Bo and Cal dis-
cover the battered body of a 
young bartender in the snow, 
it's the first sign that danger 
lurks in the mountains that 

surround them, and it will 
not be the only murder to 
unnerve this peaceful town.  
The greatest shock is yet to 
come when Alice returns.  
The threat that follows in 
her wake will test the bonds 
that hold Bodine to this place 
and these people, and thrust 
her into a darkness she could 
never have imagined.

That will be all for this 
week so I leave you with a 
quote from Brian Tracy:

“Develop an attitude of 
gratitude, and give thanks 
for everything that happens 
to you, knowing that every 
step forward is a step toward 
achieving something bigger 
and better than your current 
situation.”

The library’s hours are 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 9 am to 6 pm; the 
internet/video room closes at 
5:30.  Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10 am to 7 pm; the inter-
net/video room closes at 6:30.  
You may reach us at (432) 264-
2260 and our fax number is 
(432)264-2263.  Our website is 
http://howard-county.ploud.
net.

 
Monica

Martinez

AP photo

This Nov. 8, 2017 photo released by NBC shows Matt Lauer on the 
set of the "Today" show in New York. On the week host Matt Lauer 
was fired because of sexual misconduct charges, NBC’s “Today” 
show beat its rivals at ABC for the first time in three months.
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COLORING CONTEST RULES
1. Contest open to children ages 3-12
2. Limit one contest submission per person
3. Contest entries may be completed using markers, crayons, or colored pencils.
4. Adults may assist in completing entry form information, but NOT in coloring pictures.
5. All entries must be received by the Big Spring Herald by 5 pm on Monday, December 11, 2017.
6. Winners will be published in the Sunday, December 17, 2017 edition.
7. Decision of judges is final.
8. Employees of the Big Spring Herald and contest sponsors are not eligible to win.
9. All submissions become property of the Big Spring Herald and may be published accordingly.

Prizes Awarded
To Each Age Group

22
94
89

Mitchem Wrecker
Service

432-267-3747

23
59

64

432-263-5517 •1701 Lancaster
www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity 
Provider”

  El Rincon
“Authentic Mexican Food”

1407 Scurry St.       (432) 270-8010

28
66

08

East 25th St. & Edgemere Rd.
(432) 270-1608

28
66

11

New Hope Christian
School

116 Cedar Rd.      432-263-0203

Martin County
Hospital
District
600 E. I-20

Stanton, TX.
(432) 607-3200288655

1512 S. Gregg
432-263-193121

81
18

28
66

09

 Amy Reese, DDS

710 S. Main St.      (432) 267-4101

Merry Christmas!
501 Birdwell Lane

(432) 296-4540 28
86

61

1002 Scurry
Big Spring, TX

288651

21
81
27

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.
432-267-6411

2401 Driver Rd.
(432) 267-8241

28
65

99

Ages 3-6
Name
___________________
___________________
Age
___________________
Phone Number
___________________

Ages 7-12
Name
___________________
___________________
Age
___________________
Phone Number
___________________
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237. 
Email results to: 
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Levelland downs Big Spring 73-52 in home opener
By MARISSA LOFTIN
Sports Editor

While the Steers fell in 
a 21-point loss to Level-
land Tuesday night, the 
73-52 score doesn’t exactly 
tell the tale of how evenly 
matched these two teams 
were and how exciting this 
game was to watch.

Both teams got off to 
an electric start sinking 
shots left and right. Abel 
Clark and John Ibanez 
managed two steals early 
in the game, and Dimas 
Garcia got the crowd on 
their feet when he buried a 
jump shot after shaking off 
his defender with ankle-
breaking footwork. After 
a couple of lead changes, 
The Lobos managed to 
work their way up to a 23-
16 lead by the end if the 
first.

In the second quarter 
Levelland’s offense nev-
er let up, and Big Spring 
started to miss a lot of 
their shots and also com-
mitted a few turnovers. 
This bumped the Lobos up 
to an even larger 41-25 lead 
at halftime.

The third and fourth 
quarters were filled with 
quality basketball as both 
teams moved the ball well, 
both teams having success 
on offense and defense. Un-
fortunately for Big Spring, 
the second quarter slump 
put them in a hole that 
they couldn’t come out of 
against a very good Level-
land team. The Steers and 
the Lobos continued to 
battle it out point for point 
until the game clock hit 
zeros, but it was the Lobos 
who came out on top and 
brought home a 73-52 vic-
tory.

“We played really hard, 

and this is our first time 
where we have had less 
than 18 turnovers. That is 
cutting it down a lot. We 
also shot 80% from the free 
throw line. Those two posi-
tives kept us in the game 
for a while. With that being 
said, they (Levelland) are 
a dang good team and they 
shot lights out for three 
quarters. It doesn’t happen 
a lot on high school basket-
ball, but they shot close to 
60% in the first three quar-
ters. Any time you play 
a team that shoots that 
well, its going to be hard 
to play with anybody,” 
said head basketball coach 
Kris Hise. “Hopefully we 
get to the point where we 
do that, and where we are 
pushing the ball well. Our 
defense is picking up. The 
pressing is decent but its 
still new to them. That is 
the big thing, but they still 
trust that it’s just going to 
take a little time.”

Clark lead Big Spring at 
the rim with a total of 18 
points for the game. Ibanez 
trailed with nine points, 
which were all made from 
behind the three-point 
line, and Garcia finished 
with eight.

Although the season is 
young, the team shows a 
lot of potential. First year 
Big Spring head basketball 
coach, Hise, was pleased 
overall with the way the 
team fought until the end 
and how quickly they have 
adapted to the transition.

“It’s been impressive 
how fast they have picked 
it up, and how fast we have 
been playing even without 
the guys that are out right 
now. We are still missing 

See STEERS, Page 15

Lady Steers blow out Lady Birds 69-6
By MARISSA LOFTIN
Sports Editor

It was all Big Spring on 
Tuesday night as the Lady 
Steers pummeled the Lady 
Birds of Crane, Texas 
in basketball action and 
came out with a huge 69-6 
blow out win.

As the score suggests, 
this one was very one-sid-
ed. Big Spring controlled 
every aspect of the game 
and made it look easy as 
they grabbed a quick 19-0 
lead throughout the first 
quarter.

Crane got off to a hor-
rendous start as they com-
mitted turnover after turn-
over, and could not handle 
the Lady Steer defense. 
Trinity Galloway, Kay-
leigh Penny, Logan Ter-
razas, Amber Gonzales, 
Kamri Kemper and Alexis 
Starr all had steals in the 
first half.

By the end of the second 
quarter, the Lady Birds 
managed to put four points 
on the board to avoid the 
shut out. The Lady Steers 
had worked their way up 
to a 38-4 lead at the half.

Big Spring’s offense 
was flowing and their 
turnovers were minimal. 
Crane could not contain 
them on either side of the 
ball.

It was the same song and 
dance for the remainder 
of the game; Big Spring 
controlling the boards, on 
fire at the rim and deliv-
ering a stout defense. The 
Lady Birds continued to 
fight for every shot, but 
only managed to make one 
more basket until the final 
buzzer. With poor ball-
handling, bad passes, an 
abundance of turnovers 
and fiercely contested 

shots, Crane couldn’t get 
anything to work for them. 
With a final score of 69-6, 
the Lady Steers came out 
with a win in dominant 
fashion.

“The girls did a really 
really great job. They did 
exactly what we wanted 
to do tonight, and that was 
to just focus on us, run-
ning our plays, executing 
them and our defense. You 
know, executing our de-
fenses that we have going. 
Right now, our defense is 
really good. Playing a team 
like that, we were able to 
fix the little bitty things 
that need to be tweaked. 
Offensively, we ran ev-
ery offense that we run 
against a zone, which was 
great. We did it well and 
obviously the score proved 
it,” said head girls basket-
ball coach Katie Voss.

The Lady Birds’ turnover 
numbers were baffling, as 
they finished with a grand 
total of 36 compared to the 
Lady Steers’ 11.

Big Spring’s Martinez, 
who caught fire in the 
second quarter and never 
let her foot off the gas, 
had a huge breakout per-
formance as she made a 
whopping five shots from 
beyond the arc and lead 
the team in scoring with 
a total of 22 points for the 
game. Starr trailed right 
behind her with 14 points, 
and Penny with nine.

“She (Martinez) was due 
for a great game. She is one 
of those players that we 
have who is super young. 
She is only a sophomore. 
She needed that break out 
game and I think this was 
that breakout game for her 
confidence level to shoot 

See LADY STEERS, Page 15

Tony Claxton (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Big Spring's Abel Clark shoots for three over a defender during the Steers’ loss to 
Levelland in Steer Gym on Tuesday, December 5, 2017.

Tony Claxton (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Logan Terrazas takes a jump shot during the Lady Steers’ win over Crane in Steer 
Gym on Tuesday, December 5, 2017.
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TexSCAN Week of  
December 3, 2017

EDUCATION
Become Dietary Manager in eight months in 
online program offered by Tennessee College of 
Applied Technology Elizabethton. Details at www.
tcatelizabethton.edu, or email lisa.blackburn@
tcatelizabethton.edu. 

AUCTION
Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, Noon, Jan. 20, 2018, 
El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX – www.
cattlemansale.com, Adrian Knight 903-452-7591 or 
Kelly Conley 903-857-2594.

SAWMILLS
Sawmills from only $4,397.00 – Make & Save Money 
with your own bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! Free info/DVD: www.
norwoodsawmills.com. 1-800-578-1363, Ext.300N.

RECEIVING PAYMENTS
Receiving payments from real estate you sold? 
Get cash now! Call Steve: 1-888-870-2243. www.
SteveCashesNotes.com. 

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 1-806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Driver - CDL A Training. $250 - $500 Incentive 
Bonus. No Out of Pocket Tuition Cost! Get Your 
CDL in 22 Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available. 
Minimum 21 Years. 855-755-5545. EOE. www.
kllmdrivingacademy.com.
Quality Drive-Away Inc., Looking for CDL A or 
B drivers to deliver new trucks all over the US and 
Canada. Experience Preferred. Must have DOT 
physical and be willing to keep logs. No DUIs in the 
last 10 years, clean MVR. Apply Online at www.
qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Mesothelioma may occur 30 to 60 years after exposure 
to asbestos. Industrial and construction workers 
and their families may have been exposed from the 
1940s through the 1970s. Call 1-800-460-0606 for 
professional insight or visit www.asbestoslaw.com.  

 Texas Press Statewide Classified Network  
251 Participating Texas Newspapers  •  Regional Ads 

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the Decree and Order for Partition 
by Public Sale entered in Cause No. 7104 in 
the 118th District Court in Martin County, Tex-
as, the following property will be sold by pubic 
auction:

THE SURFACE ONLY OF SECTION 43, 
BLOCK 37, TOWNSHIP 1 NORTH TEXAS & 
PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT NO. 233, MARTIN COUNTY, 
TEXAS, CONTAINING 640.81 ACRES OF 
LAND, MORE OR LESS.

Such sale will be for cash, which may also 
be in the form of certified funds. The public 
auction will 288613 take place in front of the 
northeast corner of the Martin County Court-
h8ouse on the 2nd day of January, 2018 be-
tween the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

For information about the property, please 
contact Brent Preston at (806) 470-0464.

281712

Help Wanted
American Legion is looking
for a part time bartender.
Come by 3203 W. Hwy 80 for
an application or
call 432-263-2084

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #359968
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #359152
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting #349800
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
.tx.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Days Inn Now Hiring House-
keeping & Front Desk. Apply
in person at 2701 S. Gregg.

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for oil-
field dirt work. 2+ years O&G
experience required. Dozer
experience or CDL a plus!
Pay DOE. Health, vision,
and dental insurance 100%
paid! Apply in person: 9400
S. Service Rd, Coahoma, TX,
or call 432-394-4604 for more
information.

Hiring vacuum drivers for Big
Spring Yard $18-19/hr $2500
sign on Bonus some housing
available. Call Nidia @
432-448-7541

Horse Barn Help, Flexible
Hours. Looking for someone
to muck stalls, feed and turn
out / bring in horses. Ideally
Morning and Evening, but
either would fine. Contact
Jordan (806) 438-8579

Needing an experienced
Maintenance Person/make
ready person with reliable
transportation. For job info
call Mike Munoz with Maple
Properties LLC
(432) 264-6337

Now hiring Experienced
Vacuum Truck Drivers in
Tarzan. Pay is based on
experience 18-19 an hour.
Quarterly bonuses are
offered. Health insurance is
available after 90 days & 1
week paid vacation after a
year. For more information
call 432-631-1994

Help Wanted
Parks Fuels is looking for a
Warehouse Manager/
Outside Sales Member who
is capable of warehouse
inventory and outside
ordering. Excellent starting
salary, car expense,
retirement, & health
insurance. Bring resume to
303 E. 1st St.
Parks Fuels is Looking For
an Office Team Player.
Should Have Excellent
Organizational Skills w/
Attention to Detail.
Required to Have The Ability
to Use a Computer and
Programs. Competitive Pay
w/Health Insurance and
Retirement. Please bring
resume to 303 E. 1st. St.
Big Spring.
Parkview Nursing and Re-
hab is currently looking for a
2p-10p Charge Nurse who is
motivated, caring and that
loves the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Insurance,
other benefits and a Great
Family working environment!
You can apply online at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway
Rd.
Parkview Nursing and Re-
habilitation is hiring Certified
and Non-Certified Nurse
Aides. We are seeking indi-
viduals who want a reward-
ing career and want to make
a difference in lives. You can
apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Vac Truck Driver Class A
CDL drivers needed
Apply in person at Motion En-
ergy Services N. of town at
Hwy 87 & FM 2230
Day shifts, pay depends on
experience

We are in need of Vacuum
Truck Drivers. Benefits After
3 months of employment.
Must have a valid CDL. For
more info please call Gabe
Longoria at 432-213-7447 or
432-714-4566

Items for Sale

For Sale: Lighted Christmas
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees,
and more decorations of all
sizes. Call 432-935-5307 or
432-816-2922 or come by
1433 Hilltop Rd.
Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$395/full cord, & $215/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Public Notice
CAUSE NO. P-14735

IN THE ESTATE OF

COLLEEN HATFIELD
DUNN,

DECEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT

OF

HOWARD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
HAVING CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
COLLEEN HATFIELD
DUNN, DECEASED

Notice is hereby give that
original Letters of Testament-
ary for the Estate of
COLLEEN HATFIELD
DUNN, DECEASED were is-
sued on November 30, 2017,
in Cause No. P-14735
pending in the County Court
of Howard County, Texas, to
JONETTA MARIETTA DUNN
SWEATT and TERRY JOHN
DUNN.

The residence of JON-
ETTA MARIETTA DUNN
SWEATT is 2701 Clanton,
Big Spring, Texas 79720.
The residence of TERRY
JOHN DUNN is 17 Meadow-
brook Road, Big Spring,
Texas 79720.

All persons having claims
against this Estate which is
currently being administered
are required to present them
within the time and the man-
ner prescribed by law.
DATED the 30th day of
November, 2017.

JONETTA MARIETTA DUNN
SWEATT

TERRY JOHN DUNN

#9624 December 6, 2017
Comments: On 12/05/2017

Mitchem Wrecker picked up a
Mitsubishi Lancer, black in
color. The car was picked up
at 709 NW 8th St., on
12/01/2017 at 9:50 AM and is
being stored at Mitchem
Wrecker, 5715 West I-20, Big
Spring TX. The total amount
of charges currently owed on
the care are $464.25.

For more information, go to
www.tdlr.texas.gov

#9629 December 6, 2017
Key Energy Services, LLC,
1301 McKinney St., Houston,
TX. 77010.
Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL
WELL PERMIT to dispose of
produced salt water or other
oil and gas waste by well in-
jection into a porous forma-
tion not productive of oil or
gas.
The applicant proposes to
dispose of oil and gas waste
into the San Andres and
Clearfork formations Son of
Big Bad Lease, Well Number
1. The proposed injection
well is located 5 miles North-
east of Knott in the Parallel-
Wolfe (Fusselman) Field, in
Howard County. Legal de-
scription, Sec. 9, Blk 33, T-2-
N, T&P RR Co. Survey. A-
322. Fluid will be injected in-
to strata in the subsurface
depth interval from 3430 to
6100 feet.
LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas Wa-
ter Code as amended, Title 3
of the Texas Natural Re-
sources Code, as amended,
and the Statewide Rule of the
Oil and Gas Division of the
Railroad Commission of
Texas.
Request for a public hearing
from persons who can show
they are adversely affected or
requests for further informa-
tion concerning any aspects
of the application should be
submitted in writing, within fif-
teen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services
Section, Oil and Gas Divi-
sion, Railroad Commission of
Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Aus-
tin, Texas 78711 (Telephone
512-463-6792).

#9626 December 6, 2017

Public Notice

Key Energy Services, LLC,
1301 McKinney St., Houston,
TX. 77010.
Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL
WELL PERMIT to dispose of
produced salt water or other
oil and gas waste by well in-
jection into a porous forma-
tion not productive of oil or
gas.
The applicant proposes to
dispose of oil and gas waste
into the San Andres and
Clearfork formations Son of
Big Bad Lease, Well Number
1. The proposed injection
well is located 5 miles North-
east of Knott in the Parallel-
Wolfe (Fusselman) Field, in
Howard County. Legal de-
scription, Sec. 9, Blk 33, T-2-
N, T&P RR Co. Survey. A-
322. Fluid will be injected in-
to strata in the subsurface
depth interval from 3430 to
6100 feet.
LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas Wa-
ter Code as amended, Title 3
of the Texas Natural Re-
sources Code, as amended,
and the Statewide Rule of the
Oil and Gas Division of the
Railroad Commission of
Texas.
Request for a public hearing
from persons who can show
they are adversely affected or
requests for further informa-
tion concerning any aspects
of the application should be
submitted in writing, within fif-
teen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services
Section, Oil and Gas Divi-
sion, Railroad Commission of
Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Aus-
tin, Texas 78711 (Telephone
512-463-6792).

#9626 December 6, 2017

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR COMMERCIAL OIL

AND GAS WASTE DISPOS-
AL WELL PERMIT

Probity SWD, LLC P.O. Box
996, Big Lake, TX 76932
(Company Name/Address)

is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation, which is non-pro-
ductive of oil and gas.

The applicant proposes to in-
ject fluid into the Montoya/El-
lenburger formations.

Penny 846 SWD Well Num-
ber #1. The proposed dispos-
al well is located 2 miles
South West of Knott in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) field,
in Howard County.

Fluid will be injected into
strata in the subsurface depth
interval from 10300
to 12250 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas Wa-
ter Code, as amended, Title 3
of Texas Natural Re-
sources Code, as amended,
and the Statewide Rules of
the Oil and Gas Division of
the Railroad Commission of
Texas.

Requests for a public hear-
ing from persons who can
show they are adversely af-
fected, or requests for further
information concerning any
aspect of the application
should be submitted in writ-
ing, within fifteen days of
publication, to the Environ-
mental Services Section, Oil
and Gas Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711 (Tele-
phone 512-463-6792).

#9627 December 6, 2017

Public Notice

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR COMMERCIAL OIL

AND GAS WASTE DISPOS-
AL WELL PERMIT

Probity SWD, LLC P.O. Box
996, Big Lake, TX 76932
(Company Name/Address)

is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation, which is non-pro-
ductive of oil and gas.

The applicant proposes to in-
ject fluid into the Montoya/El-
lenburger formations.

Penny 846 SWD Well Num-
ber #1. The proposed dispos-
al well is located 2 miles
South West of Knott in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) field,
in Howard County.

Fluid will be injected into
strata in the subsurface depth
interval from 10300
to 12250 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas Wa-
ter Code, as amended, Title 3
of Texas Natural Re-
sources Code, as amended,
and the Statewide Rules of
the Oil and Gas Division of
the Railroad Commission of
Texas.

Requests for a public hear-
ing from persons who can
show they are adversely af-
fected, or requests for further
information concerning any
aspect of the application
should be submitted in writ-
ing, within fifteen days of
publication, to the Environ-
mental Services Section, Oil
and Gas Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711 (Tele-
phone 512-463-6792).

#9627 December 6, 2017
NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR OIL & GAS WASTE

DISPOSAL WELL PERMIT

SM ENERGY COMPANY;
6301 HOLIDAY HILL RD,
BLDG 1, MIDLAND, TX

79707
(Company Name/Address)

Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to dispose of pro-
duced salt water or other oil
and gas waste by well injec-
tion into a porous formation
which is productive of oil and
gas.

The applicant proposes to
dispose of oil and gas waste
into the San Andres and
Glorietta formations. RC Hunt
SWD Well Number 1.

The proposed disposal well is
located 5.2 Miles in a South-
west direction from Ackerly,
Texas, in the Ackerly (Dean)
field, in Section 41, Block 34,
Township 3 North, Texas &
Pacific Railroad Company
Survey, Martin County,
Texas.

The waste water will be injec-
ted into strata in the subsur-
face depth interval from
3,900ʼ to 5,100 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas Wa-
ter Code, as amended, Title 3
of the Natural Resources
Code, as amended, and the
Statewide Rules of the Oil
and Gas Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public hear-
ing from persons who can
show they are adversely af-
fected, or requests for further
information concerning any
aspect of the application
should be submitted in writ-
ing, within fifteen days of
publication, to the Environ-
mental Services Section, Oil
and Gas Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Capitol Station,
Austin, Texas 78711 (Tele-
phone 512-463-6792).

#9625 December 6, 2017

Real Estate for Rent
1404 Tucson. 2 bed, 1bath.
No pets. References Re-
quired. Call 432-517-0025 or
432-517-0640

Real Estate for Rent
1514 Tucson, 3 BD/1 BA 2
Living Areas, One Car Gar-
age, A/C & Heat, Rent $950
& Deposit $850 Call 432-816-
6992

2402 Marcy Drive/FM 700
3 bedroom.
Nice house w/garage
$900/month, $900/deposit
No HUD/No pets/No smoking
Rental references required.
Call 432-270-3849

3BR/2BA 618 Colgate $1400
a month. References
requested. $800 Deposit. No
Smoking, No Inside Pets.
432-268-3155

403 Union
40 By 80 Shop
Has Car-lift , Transmission
Hoist, Bathroom & Storage
$1000 Month / $1000 Deposit
Call Tue-Sat
(432)263-0822

603 EAST 12TH STREET
3 bedroom 1 bath, Central
Heat and Air, Fenced
Backyard Rent $875 Deposit
$775 Call 432-816-6992

Affordable Country Living-
OASIS RV Park has Spaces
& Travel Trailers for Rent.
Call 432-517-0062 or 264-
9907.

Xtra Private Detached
Cottage. Central Air, Non-
Smoke/Pets 1 Bdrm Plus
Office/2nd BR - 1 Person
Only. Qualify 432-270-0707

FOR RENT: 303 E 8th Street,
1bd/1ba duplex in quite area,
electric paid, 500 rent/500
deposit. Please call 213-3757
if interested.

Fully Furnished Apartment.
All bills paid & Weekly or
Monthly
Call or leave message
Tom 623-606-5898

House For Sale
3 Bedroom/2 Bath
Owner Finance if Necessary.
432-425-1421 or
432-699-1525

Real Estate for Sale
For Sale By Owner!
Two Houses in
Highland area.
6Bdr/4bath
3Bdr/2bath
Serious inquiry only, call for
appointments 512-964-9972

Owner Will Finance. 1705
State St. 2 BR/1 BA Sold As
Is, Low Monthly Payments.
$39,000 $3,000 down. Call
Analee 432-260-6009

Owner will Finance. 2535
Gunter Circle 3 BR/2 BA
CH/A, Located on Air Base.
$79,900 $5000 Down. Call
Analee 432-260-6009

 All Aboard

Get on the track to success with the 
classifieds. Many career opportunities are 

in store!
          

710 Scurry • 79720

 All Aboard
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

286781

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

TREE TRIMMING

28
37

82

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.

LAWN SERVICE

28
03

38

BIG SPRING
LAWN CARE

Let us do a good job on 
your yard work.

Mowing, Edging, Trimming, 
Light Hauling, etc.

Call

270-7733

ENGINE REPAIR
26

94
15

Mike's Small Engine
Repair Service

We service & repair all small 
engines.

Pickup & delivery available.

432-270-2656 or
432-213-1593

swaffordregina997@yahoo.com

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

28
10

10Coffman Roofing, LLC
(432) 267-5681 • 2416 Johnson St.
coffmanroofingllc@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Commercial & Residential
• Thermal Barriers & Skylights
• New Construction, Reroofing & Repairs
• Metal Roofs - Standing Seam Metal

HOME IMPROVEMENT

28
12

11

TORREZ
Painting & Remodeling

• Interior - Exterior
• Residential - Commercial
Call 432-312-0599

Free Estimates

No Job Too Big Or Small

WELDING

28
15

62

MARTINEZ
WELDING
For all your welding 

needs!
Call

(432) 213-4364

COUNSELING

28
16

59

Courtney Samsel, LPC, BCCC, CCTP, CART
Counselor

705 W. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-466-1295
Courtneysamsel@bigspringcounseling.org

MOBILE SERVICES

28
16

60

Call
432-214-6667

or
432-218-6960

Mobile
Re-Level
Services

West Texas

Big Spring Herald
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
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ROOFING

SUBSCRIPTION
Would you like to have the 

Big Spring Herald delivered?
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 60 Years.

28
55

49

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Over 600 Complete Roofs This Year
We build pitched roofs

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES ???????

FREE UPGRADES

28
43

80

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CONSTRUCTION

Voted Best In Roofing & 
Best In Home Improvement Contractor

Kenn Construction
• Roofing & Construction

• Immediate Schedules Available
• Most Roofs Completed In One Day

• Custom Kitchen & Baths
• Hand Crafted Cabinetry & Tile

Big Spring Owned and Operated

432-267-2296
Kennconstr@basin-net.net 278513

2016

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

The
Big Spring Herald

Visit Our Website
at

www.bigspringherald.com

710 Scurry • Big Spring

There’s something for everyone in the 
Big Spring Herald’s Classifieds!

Grandpa sold his sailboat 
Mama found the missing piece for her china set... 

Papa bought a great used car ... 
Little Brother traded his baseball cards for a guitar...
Big Brother found an awesome set of free weights...

Cousin Bill found a great apartment ...
Big Sister found a great new job...

Aunt Sue found a dining room table...

ALL THIS IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in the Classifieds
Call 263-7331 

BIG
SPRINGHERALD

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Survellience

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860

252122

If you’re looking 
to buy or sell, the 
Classifieds have 
everything you 
need. So, get the 
scoop and check 
out the Classifieds 
for yourself.

710 Scurry
432-263-7331

The Big Spring Herald Classified section is a superior source for anyone.
Whether you are looking to buy, sell, lease or recruit, the Classified section

puts your ad in the hands of thousands of readers.

        
                                    the power of The Big Spring Herald Classified section.

Call and subscribe today.

Publishing:
Six Days A Week!

432-263-7331
To advertise, contact your Classified representative.
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By Steve Becker

By Holiday MatHis

Mercury-Saturn 
Conjunction 

Warning

      This Mercu-
ry-Saturn align-
ment reminds us 
that creatures 
of all kinds have 
similar ways of 
dealing with pain. 
One way is to 
lash out -- either 
in an attempt to keep 
others away or with the 
intent of causing others 
to experience the pain, 
too. In short, when 
you know someone 
is hurting, approach 
with great readiness, 
because anything can 
happen. 
      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Your sen-
sory awareness leans 
toward the spiritual to-
day. It’s as if your ears 
can hear intentions 
instead of words; your 
eyes can see vibes 
instead of faces; and 
your hands can touch 
souls.
      TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Just because 
you see what’s funny 
about the situation 
doesn’t mean you’re 
making fun of it. Make 
sure people know your 
intention -- to bring 
levity and amusement 
into play, not to make 
others ashamed.
      GEMINI (May 
21-June 21). In the 
same way that telling 
people to “relax” tends 
to really agitate them, 
suggesting that people 
“be themselves” just 
might send a thinking 
person into an identity 
crisis. Offer no advice, 
only a hand to hold.  
       CANCER (June 
22-July 22). People 
don’t grow alone. They 
might grow solo, but it’s 
because they are in an 
environment conducive 
to growth. To give your-
self the best chance 
at success, build an 
environment conducive 
to your own growth. 
      LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). One coping mech-
anism that really works 
to manage stress is 
to walk away from the 
stressors. Leave the 
room. Leave the build-
ing. Changing your 
view will change your 
perspective.  
      VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). Remove 
yourself from stressors. 
Go easy. If you get 
angry once, you’ll only 
get angry again later 

with yourself for al-
lowing yourself to lose 
your cool in the first 
place.
      LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). When you 
see the truth and they 
don’t, it can be really 
frustrating. But you 
actually don’t need 
them to know the truth 
in order to accomplish 
your goal. Knowing it 
yourself will be enough 
to get you there.
      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Plan your 
next move quietly, and 
keep it to yourself. It’s 
not that you can’t trust 
the people around you 
-- you can -- but you’ll 
learn to trust yourself 
more if you keep this 
one close to the vest.  
      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Tru-
ly, the same condition 
that one person calls 
good fortune another 
will deem miserable, 
and both will be ac-
curate. Today you’ll 
benefit from seeing 
everything as a neutral 
circumstance.
      CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You’ve 
already attracted a rapt 
audience. If you walk, 
they’ll follow. If you run, 
they’ll chase. Decide 
carefully what you want 
to do with this attention 
before you make your 
next move. 
      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Shake-
speare summed it up 
for you in his “Sonnet 
116”: “Love is not 
which alters when it 
alteration finds.” Your 
heart hasn’t been 
updated as to recent 
observations, and even 
if you were to tell it, it 
wouldn’t care. 
      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). You’re 
slow to bring yourself 
to believe in all that’s 
going on today. You’ve 
been burned before 
by buying in too early. 
Anyway, it behooves 
you to do more re-
search and fact-check-
ing.
      TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 6). Your 

ideas get funding. 
Your goals attract 
a cheering sec-
tion. Your prob-
lems bring you 
to answers. One 
of the secrets to 
your success is in 
continually find-
ing happiness in 
the right places: 
inside you, inside 
the work, inside 
the details. It’s 

your attitude more than 
anything that unlocks 
the chains that once 
held you back. Libra 
and Taurus adore you. 
Your lucky numbers 
are: 5, 35, 33, 8 and 
11.
      PUPPY PROFILE: 
If you know when your 
pet was born, check 
out his or her sun sign 
and the personality that 
goes with it. 
      LIBRA: The Li-
bran realm of the sky 
highlights design and 
aesthetics. It is where 
art and culture come 
together. It is the realm 
of beauty, fun, ease 
and love, sweet love. 
This is why the Libran 
dog, regardless of ped-
igree, comes across as 
a designer breed. The 
Libra dog is born with 
dignity, refinement and 
universal appeal. 
      This pup blends 
seamlessly into mul-
tiple-pet families and 
has the uncanny ability 
to tolerate even the 
most difficult of person-
alities. It’s not because 
the Libra dog cowers 
or suffers bullies kindly; 
rather, it’s because 
the Libran dog has a 
strong sense of inner 
structure that other an-
imals and people find 
it easy to understand. 
It is immediately ap-
parent how to include 
and interact with this 
animal. The dog is, in 
short, likable.  
      People and families 
going through rough 
times may find the 
Libra dog to be a har-
monious influence that 
brings them together 
in shared love and 
amusement. Libra is 
the sign of peace and 
diplomacy, and this dog 
can accomplish a kind 
of treatise forged in the 
language of love. 
 
To write to Holiday Mathis, 

visit www.creators.com/
author/holiday-mathis and 

click “Contact.”
COPYRIGHT 2017 CRE-

ATORS.COM

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting 
applications for the following position:

Electrician Technician - Responsible for installing, 
repairing, and maintaining communication equipment 
including mobile radios and microwave communication 
equipment, supporting the District’s SCADA system. In-
termediate level position, prior experience with PLCs and 
programming preferred.

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org 
281694

710 SCURRY ST BIG 
SPRING, TX 79720

Having a hard
    time herding
          a job? See
       the classifieds
        section to spot
             the new one
                       for you.

BIG SPRING HERALD
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Today is Wednesday, Dec. 
6, the 340th day of 2017. 
There are 25 days left in the 
year.

Today's Highlights in 
History:

On Dec. 6, 1917, some 2,000 
people were killed when an 
explosives-laden French 
cargo ship, the Mont Blanc, 
collided with the Norwegian 
vessel Imo at the harbor in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, set-
ting off a blast that devas-
tated the Canadian city. 
Finland declared its inde-
pendence from Russia.

On this date:
In 1790, Congress moved 

to Philadelphia from New 
York.

In 1865, the 13th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, abolishing 
slavery, was ratified as 
Georgia became the 27th 
state to endorse it.

In 1889, Jefferson Davis, 
the first and only president 
of the Confederate States of 
America, died in New 
Orleans.

In 1907, the worst mining 
disaster in U.S. history 
occurred as 362 men and 
boys died in a coal mine 
explosion in Monongah, 
West Virginia.

In 1922, the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty, which established 
the Irish Free State, came 
into force one year to the 
day after it was signed in 
London.

In 1942, comedian Fred 
Allen premiered "Allen's 
Alley," a recurring sketch 
on his CBS radio show 
spoofing small-town 
America.

In 1947, Everglades 
National Park in Florida 
was dedicated by President 
Harry S. Truman.

In 1957, America's first 
attempt at putting a satellite 
into orbit failed as Vanguard 
TV3 rose about four feet off 
a Cape Canaveral launch 
pad before crashing down 
and exploding.

In 1967, three days after 
the first human heart trans-
plant took place in South 
Africa, a surgical team at 
Maimonides Medical Center 
in Brooklyn, New York, led 
by Dr. Adrian Kantrowitz 
transplanted the heart of a 
brain-dead two-day-old baby 
boy into an 19-day-old infant 
who died six hours later.

In 1973, House minority 
leader Gerald R. Ford was 
sworn in as vice president, 
succeeding Spiro T. Agnew.

In 1982, 11 soldiers and six 
civilians were killed when 

an Irish National Liberation 
Army bomb exploded at a 
pub in Ballykelly, Northern 
Ireland.

In 1989, 14 women were 
shot to death at the 
University of Montreal's 
school of engineering by a 
man who then took his own 
life.

Ten years ago: CIA 
Director Michael Hayden 
revealed the agency had 
videotaped its interroga-
tions of two terror suspects 
in 2002 and destroyed the 
tapes three years later out 
of fear they would leak to 
the public and compromise 
the identities of U.S. ques-
tioners; the disclosure 
brought immediate con-
demnation from Capitol 
Hill. Republican presiden-
tial hopeful Mitt Romney, 
speaking at the George 
Bush Presidential Library 
and Museum in Texas, said 
his Mormon faith should 
neither help nor hinder his 
quest for the White House 
as he vowed to serve the 
interests of the nation, not 
the church, if elected presi-
dent.

Five years ago: Shocking 
some of his closest 
Republican colleagues, Sen. 
Jim DeMint of South 
Carolina announced he 
would resign his seat to 
head Washington's conser-
vative Heritage Foundation 
think tank. Marijuana pos-
session became legal in 
Washingon state, the day a 
measure approved by voters 
to regulate marijuana like 
alcohol took effect.

One year ago: President-
elect Donald Trump official-
ly announced he would 
nominate retired Marine 
Gen. James Mattis to be his 
defense secretary, bringing 
his pick onstage at a rally in 
Fayetteville, North 
Carolina; Mattis briefly 
addressed the crowd as he 
thanked Trump for choos-
ing him.

Today's Birthdays: 
Comedy performer David 
Ossman is 81. Actor Patrick 
Bauchau is 79. Country 
singer Helen Cornelius is 
76. Actor James Naughton 
is 72. Former Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood is 72. 
Rhythm-and-blues singer 

Frankie Beverly (Maze) is 
71. Former Sen. Don 
Nickles, R-Okla., is 69. 
Actress JoBeth Williams is 
69. Actor Tom Hulce is 64. 
Actor Wil Shriner is 64. 
Actor Kin Shriner is 64. 
Actor Miles Chapin is 63. 
Rock musician Rick 
Buckler (The Jam) is 62. 
Comedian Steven Wright is 
62. Country singer Bill 
Lloyd is 62. Singer Tish 

Hinojosa is 62. Rock musi-
cian Peter Buck (R.E.M.) is 
61. Rock musician David 
Lovering (Pixies) is 56. 
Actress Janine Turner is 55. 
Rock musician Ben Watt 
(Everything But The Girl) is 
55. Writer-director Judd 
Apatow is 50. Rock musi-
cian Ulf "Buddha" Ekberg 
(Ace of Base) is 47. Writer-
director Craig Brewer is 46. 
Actress Colleen Haskell is 

41. Actress Lindsay Price is 
41. Actress Ashley Madekwe 
is 36. Actress Nora 
Kirkpatrick is 33. Christian 
rock musician Jacob 
Chesnut (Rush of Fools) is 
28. Tennis player CoCo 
Vandeweghe is 26. NFL 
quarterback Johnny 
Manziel is 25.

Thought for Today: 

"When you have exhaust-
ed all possibilities, remem-
ber this — you haven't." 

Thomas Edison
American inventor 

(1847-1931).

This Date 
In History

ONE BIG HAPPY

ANDY CAPP

ARCHIE

MOMMANEST HEAD

AGNES

	 KMID	 3
	 Midland

	 UNI	 4
	 Spanish

	 KPEJ	 5
	 Odessa

	 KOSA	 7
	 Odessa

	 KTLE	 8
	 Telemundo

	 KWES	 9
	 Midland

	 KMLM	 12
	 Odessa

	 KPBT	 13
	 Odessa

	 KWWT	 14
	 Odessa

	 KWES2	 15
	 Midland

	 WTBS	 33
	 Atlanta

	 TNT	 34
	 Atlanta

	 ESPN	 35
	 Sports

	 ESPN2	 36
	 Sports

	 FSN	 38
	 Sports

	 USA	 55
	 New	York

	 A&E	 58
	 New	York

	 DISC	 60
	 Discovery

		  :AM	
	 5	 :30

Local 2 Good 
Day

Como Dice 
el Dicho

Paid Prg. CBS 7 Early Suelta la 
sopa (SS)

Newswest 9 Hidden (Off Air) Facts/Life Paid Prg. Married Law & Order SportsCenter Golic & 
Wingo

Paid Prg. NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Paid Prg. Dude--
ScrewedBusiness Camino Brady Paid Prg. Married Paid Prg. Paid Prg.

		  :AM	
	 6	 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Les Feld News Un nuevo día 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Zion World Hillbillies Page Six Married Charmed SportsCenter College 
Basketball

NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Parking Dual Survival 
Robison M:25 Wild Kratt 3 Sons Cops Married Parking

		  :AM	
	 7	 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Space CBS This 
Morning 

Today Light of 
Southwest

Nature Beaver Maury Married Charmed SportsCenter NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Dog Dual Survival 
Wom Curious Beaver King Dog

		  :AM	
	 8	 :30

Fox 24 News 
AM

Light of 
Southwest

Thomas Perry Mason Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Charmed SportsCenter Pelicans NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Dog Dual Survival 
Tiger King Power of Dog

		  :AM	
	 9	 :30

The 700 
Club 

CityLine Kelly and 
Ryan

De’siónes Megyn Kelly 
Today

Our Mess Ready Jet Matlock Steve Wilkos 
Show

Seinfeld Supernatural First Take SportsCenter College 
Basketball

NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Ozzy & 
Jack’s

Dual Survival 
Corazón Va-
liente (SS)

All About Splash Seinfeld
		  :AM	
	 10	 :30

The View Lo Que la 
Vida

The Real The Price Is 
Right

Today-Kathie Shepherd’s 
Heart

Splash Diagnosis 
Murder

Jerry 
Springer 

Seinfeld Supernatural SportsCenter Law & Order: 
SVU

Ozzy & 
Jack’s

Dual Survival 
Sesame Friends

		  :AM	
	 11	 :30

2 News Noticiero TMZ Live Young & 
Restless

Por siempre 
(SS)

Minute Shabbat Sesame The Big 
Valley 

Jerry 
Springer 

Friends Supernatural SportsCenter First Take Bundesliga 
Soccer

Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Dual Survival 
Paid Prg. Hoy (SS) Minute Cost Super Friends Storage

		  :PM	
	 12	 :30

The Chew Hoy (SS) Hot News Days of our 
Lives

Families Peg Gunsmoke Paid Prg. Friends Movie:	The 
Bourne 
Identity, 
Chris Cooper	 
(DVS)

Outside Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Bushcraft 
Build-OffHot Bold Mani Dinosaur Paid Prg. Friends NFL Live Storage

		  :PM	
	 1	 :30

General 
Hospital

Como Dice 
el Dicho

Divorce The Talk Lo Mejor The Dr. Oz 
Show

House Living Bonanza Paid Prg. Friends Paul Fine-
baum

UEFA Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Bushcraft 
Build-OffDivorce Israel Milk Paid Prg. Friends UEFA 

Champions 
League Soc-
cer: Teams 
TBA.

Storage
		  :PM	
	 2	 :30

Rachael Ray Las amazo-
nas

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Suelta la 
sopa (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Light of 
Southwest

Dining Rifleman Maury Friends The Jump NFL Live Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Bushcraft 
Build-OffTable Rifleman Friends Movie:	The 

Bourne 
Supremacy	 
(DVS)

SportsNation Storage
		  :PM	
	 3	 :30

DailyMail El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Steve Rojo Vivo Dr. Phil Light of 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Wagon Train Robert Irvine American Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Homestead 
RescueDailyMail Odd American Question Intention Storage

		  :PM	
	 4	 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

The List FamFeud Suelta la 
sopa (SS)

News Davey/ Biz Kid$ T.J. Hooker Gold American Around Fantasy XTERRA Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Homestead 
RescueJdg Judy Funny News Inside Ed. Aleph Arthur Gold American Movie:	The 

Bourne 
Ultimatum, 
Joan Allen	 
(DVS)

Pardon Football Double T Storage
		  :PM	
	 5	 :30

Local 2 P. Luche Broke Girl CBS 7 Tele News Inspired Scully Hawaii 
Five-0 

American Fam. Guy SportsCenter Around Focused Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Homestead 
RescueABC Noticiero Mom CBS Noticias News M. Rantz Business American Fam. Guy Pardon Cowboys Storage

		  :PM	
	 6	 :30

Jeopardy! Enamorán-
dome

Big Bang CBS 7 Caso Cer-
rado

News Shepherd’s 
Heart

PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Big Bang NBA Count-
down

College 
Basketball: 
Siena at 
Louisville.

College 
Football: Big 
12 Cham-
pionship 
-- Oklahoma 
vs TBA.

Movie:	
The Lone 
Ranger, Wil-
liam Fichtner	 
(DVS)

Storage Homestead 
RescueWheel Big Bang ET News M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Big Bang Storage

		  :PM	
	 7	 :30

Gold Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Empire  
(DVS)

Survivor Jenni Rivera A-Pentatonix News Nature Griffith Riverdale Big Bang Movie:	The 
Dark Knight 
Rises, Tom 
Hardy	 (DVS)

NBA Basket-
ball: Warriors 
at Hornets

Storage Homestead 
RescueSpeech Aleph Griffith Big Bang Storage

		  :PM	
	 8	 :30

Mod Fam Mi marido 
tiene

Star  (DVS) SEAL Team Sin Senos Sí Law & Order: 
SVU

Light of 
Southwest

NOVA  
(DVS)

Mama’s Dynasty Big Bang College 
Basketball

Storage Homestead 
RescueHouse ALF Big Bang Storage

		  :PM	
	 9	 :30

Designated 
Survivor

Caer en 
tentación

News Criminal 
Minds

El Señor 
de los

Chicago P.D. Light of 
Southwest

Hawking Heroes Page Six Big Bang Poker Mr. Robot Ozzy & 
Jack’s

Alaskan 
BushTMZ Heroes Seinfeld Full NBA Bas-

ketball: Tim-
berwolves at 
Clippers

Power of 
		  :PM	
	 10	 :30

Local 2 Impacto Mom CBS 7 Tele News News To Be An-
nounced

C. Burnett Seinfeld Conan SportsCenter College 
Football: Big 
12 Cham-
pionship 
-- Oklahoma 
vs TBA.

Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Homestead 
RescueJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Noticiero Mod Fam Late Show-

Colbert
Titulares Tonight 

Show
Dr. C.Stanley Perry Mason Rules (:31) Lara 

Croft Tomb 
Raider: The 
Cradle of 
Life	

Storage
		  :PM	
	 11	 :30

Contacto 
Deportivo

Mod Fam Sin Senos Sí Newsline Rules Full SportsCenter Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Homestead 
RescueNightline How I Met James 

Corden
Seth Meyers The T. Smiley Twi. Zone King/Hill Conan Storage

		  :AM	
	 12	 :30

Extra Quiero 
Amarte

Two Men El Señor 
de los

News (Off Air) Hitchcock Top 30 SportsCenter SC Feat. Mr. Robot Storage Homestead 
RescuePaid Prg. How I Met Holly Daly Shofar Hitchcock Cops Guest Fantasy Storage

		  :AM	
	 1	 :30

Paid Prg. Las amazo-
nas

Pawn ET Programa News Light of 
Southwest

Mannix King Guest (:01) Hawaii 
Five-0

SportsCenter NBA Bas-
ketball: Tim-
berwolves at 
Clippers

UEFA 
Champions 
League 
Highlights

Law & Order: 
SVU

Ozzy & 
Jack’s

Homestead 
RescuePaid Prg. Simpsons Paid Prg. Programa (:37) The 

Doctors
Paid Prg. Guest

		  :AM	
	 2	 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Vecinos Paid Prg. (:07) CBS 
Overnight 
News 

Programa Light of 
Southwest

Cannon Paid Prg. Guest (:01) Hawaii 
Five-0

SportsCenter Law & Order: 
SVU

Storage Surviving-
CutP. Luche Paid Prg. Película (SS) Today-Kathie Paid Prg. Guest Storage

		  :AM	
	 3	 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Paid Prg. Zion 77 Sunset 
Strip 

Paid Prg. Married Hawaii 
Five-0 

NBA Basket-
ball: Warriors 
at Hornets

SportsCenter Paid Prg. Dateline Paid Prg. Surviving-
CutPaid Prg. Early Tdy Perspect Paid Prg. Married Paid Prg. Paid Prg.

		  :AM	
	 4	 :30

Morning Impacto Paid Prg. Programa Early Tdy With Schol-
ars

Patrol Paid Prg. Married Law & Order SportsCenter Paid Prg. Dateline Paid Prg. Surviving-
CutAgDay Noticiero Two Men Programa Early Tdy D. Reed Paid Prg. Married Paid Prg. Paid Prg.

WEDNESDAY	 DEC.	6

® 2017 The Associated Press.
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Welcoming Our New Agent

JANIE RODRIGUEZ!
Call Janie For All Your Real Estate Needs!

(432) 816-3209

Scenic Mountain Medical Center has teamed with Texas Tech Physicians Surgery Permian Basin to expand the general 
surgery services available to you right here in Big Spring. We now provide a full range of procedures, including treatment 
for reflux disease, hernias, gallbladder issues, hemorrhoids and more. And in many cases, minimally invasive surgical 
techniques may be used. These surgeons are dedicated to providing the general surgery care you need, close to home. 
Find out more today at SMMCCares.com.

SMMCCares.com

Ladd Hoffman, M.D.
General Surgery 

C. Neal Ellis, Jr., M.D.
Regional Chairman, 
Department of Surgery 
Texas Tech

Valerie Bauer, M.D.
Colon & Rectal Surgery 

Big news for Big Spring:
Comprehensive general surgery is here. 

97074_SCEN_GenSurg_8_7292x10c.indd   1 7/17/17   11:35 AM

STEERS
Continued from Page 
9

three key players that 
will be back with us. 
Thursday we will have 
one back, and Friday 
will be the first day 
all season that we’ll 
have everybody on our 
team there for a game. 
We have had bits a 
pieces. Every one has 
played but not every-
one has suited up all 
for the same game due 
to injury purposes or 
grades etc,” said Hise. 
“They have picked ev-
erything up so quick. 
They’ve only been with 
me for three weeks 
now. It’s hard to be-
lieve that we have 
played eight games 
now, but it’s just im-
pressive that they have 
picked up so well what 
they already have. 
We haven’t even had 
double-digit practices 
because of the tourna-
ments, so It’s been fast 
and furious right now. 
Everything is thrown 
at them, but I think 
the game is starting to 
slow down for them as 
fast as we just played. 
At the beginning of 
the season, everything 
seemed so fast paced 
and that was a lot of the 
reason we were having 
a lot of turnovers. We 
have kept ourself in 
games with the speed 
that we play at and 
how hard we play on 
defense. It’s only going 
to get better.”

Expectations for the 
Steers are high as the 
season gets going and 
the team starts finding 
their groove. Hise is 
planning to use the pre 
district season to get 
the team fully prepared 
for district play com-
ing up this January. Up 
next on their schedule is 
the Midland Lee Tour-
nament, which should 
consist of quality oppo-
nents.

“We have the luxury 
to have 17 more games, 
including tournament 
games, before district 
starts. I expect us to 
be rolling by district. I 
mean every single game 
has been better, even 
our attitudes, how we 
approach the games and 
the intensity that we 
bring out in the game. 
It’s just been so good. 
You don’t always get 
that. You don’t always 
get four quarters, espe-
cially when your down 
12 points or six points 
with a minute left. These 
guys are fighting hard, 
and as a coach thats 
what you want to see. 
They have an effort that 
us not coachable, and 
it will pay off for them 
in the end,” said Hise. 
“We will also have more 
depth and a lot of our big 
guys will be back, so we 
will be able to kill it on 
the boards hopefully. 
With C.J. Harris and 
Jeremiah Cooley back, 
I mean you can’t teach 
6’4 and 6’5. We have four 
games this weekend, 
and I just expect us to 
get better after each one. 
When they go out, they 
give everything they’ve 
got. That is all you can 
ask for in a coach. We 
just have to keep fight-
ing.”

LADY STEERS
Continued from Page 9 

back up,” said Voss. “She does great 
things for us on and off the floor, and 
both offensively and defensively. For her 
to come out and have the game that she 
had tonight was just a really great thing 
for us going into this weekend.”

Big Spring sophomore, Kenzi Ro-
drgues, also made her presence on the 
court known as she sank two second-
half threes and put her strong defensive 
skills on display.

“She (Rodrigues) is one of those that 
needed confidence too, and every shot 
she knocks down she gets a little bit 
more confident,” said Voss. “Whether 
its a free throw, a two point shot or a 
three, like she did tonight, she is going 
to be a key player for us especially when 
district comes around. Defensively, she 
has some really quick feet but she knows 
how to score offensively for us as well.”

Up Next, the Big Spring Lady Steer 
basketball team will make their way to 
Andrews for the Andrews Tournament 
which will be held this weekend Decem-
ber 7-9. Coach Voss and the team are 
looking to build upon the good things 
and get some quality minutes of practice 
in before hitting the road against some 
pretty good opponents.

“More than anything, I just hope to 
see execution. I think that we are kind 
of at the point in our season where we 
are learning from our mistakes and that 
kind of stuff, but we really need to be 
executing our offenses and executing 
the things that we do well.” said Voss. 
“Each team that we play from now on is 
going to be tough. So, really my hope for 
the weekend is that we will be able to ex-
ecute both offensively and defensively, 
and just to create some things. We are 
starting to do a really good job of creat-
ing some stuff on our own and that is a 
really great thing for us. A month ago, we 
wouldn’t have known how to do that at 
all. So they’re starting to think for them-
selves and move and do those things.”

Tony Claxton (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Big Spring's John Ibanez shoots 
a layup during the Steers’ loss to 
Levelland in Steer Gym on Tuesday, 
December 5, 2017.

Tony Claxton (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Big Spring's Alexis Starr takes a 
three point attempt during the Lady 
Steers’ win over Crane in Steer Gym 
on Tuesday, December 5, 2017.
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Serving Holiday memories 
one plate at a time.

 

Please join us as we give thanks for 
all of  life’s blessings. Our invitation 

is open to everyone, the dinner is 
free and the  memories are

truly everlasting.

3rd Annual
Holiday
Dinner

There’s always an extra seat at our table.

Sunday, December 10th
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Dorothy Garrett Coliseum
Sonic Floor 

1001 Birdwell Lane

©2017 HEB, 18-1428

Russian President Putin 
announces re-election bid

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Wednesday 
declared his intention to seek re-elec-
tion next March, a vote he appears 
certain to win.

The Russian leader chose an en-
thusiastic audience of the GAZ au-
tomobile factory workers in Nizhny 
Novgorod to make the announcement.

"I couldn't find a better place and 
moment for that," he said, to massive 
applause. "Thank you for your sup-
port, I will run for president."

Putin has been in power in Russia 
since 2000. He served two presidential 
terms in 2000-2008, then shifted into 
the prime minister's seat because of 
term limits, but continued calling 
the shots while his ally, Dmitry Med-
vedev, served as placeholder presi-
dent. Medvedev had the presidential 
term extended to six years and then 
stepped down to let Putin reclaim the 
presidency in 2012.

While few doubted that Putin would 
run in the March 18 vote, a delay in 
announcing his bid was seen as part 
of the Kremlin's political maneuver-
ing.

Putin's approval ratings top 80 per-
cent, making him certain to win an 
easy first-round victory. Blue-collar 
workers and state employees form the 
core of his support base.

"Thank you for your work, for your 
attitude to your jobs, your factory, 
your city and your country!" Putin 
told workers. "I'm sure that together 
we will succeed."

Just hours earlier, Putin was asked 
about his intentions at a meeting with 
young volunteers in Moscow. He said 
he would decide shortly if he would 
seek another six-year term.

The upper house of parliament is 
expected to give the formal start to the 
election campaign later this month.

The veterans of past campaigns 
— Communist chief Gennady Zyu-
ganov, ultranationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky and liberal leader Grig-
ory Yavlinsky — all have declared 
their intention to run. They will like-
ly be joined by Ksenia Sobchak, a star 
TV host who is the daughter of late 
former St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly 
Sobchak, who was Putin's boss in the 
1990s.

The most visible Putin foe, Alexei 
Navalny, also wants to run, even 
though a conviction he calls politi-
cally motivated bars him from join-
ing the campaign. He has organized 
a grassroots campaign and staged ral-
lies across Russia to raise pressure on 
the Kremlin to let him register for the 
race.

Catalan leader speaks for 
first time since warrants 
lifted

BRUSSELS (AP) — Catalonia’s se-
cessionist leader says that he and 
four of his closest allies will stay in 
Belgium for the foreseeable future 
even though Spain has lifted the in-
ternational arrest warrants against 
them.

Carles Puigdemont said Wednesday 
that even if they are allowed to walk 
free in Belgium they could still be de-
tained if they return to Spain where 
there is a rebellion and sedition case 
pending against them.

Puigdemont said that because of 
that “for the moment we plan to stay 
here,” possibly until after the Dec. 
21 regional election which will be a 
key factor in Catalonia drive from 
independence from Spain. They were 
Puigdemont’s first comments since 
the warrants were dropped.

Greek high court to rule on 
Russian bitcoin suspect 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Russian cy-
bercrime suspect Alexander Vinnik, 
who is wanted in the United States 
on charges of laundering billions of 
dollars’ worth of the virtual currency 
bitcoin, appeared Wednesday before 
Greece’s Supreme Court for a hearing 
into his extradition to the U.S.

Vinnik is the subject of a judicial 
tug-of-war between the U.S. and Rus-
sia, which is also seeking his extradi-
tion on lesser charges.

Court officials said a decision on 
the U.S. request would be announced 
on Dec. 13. If it decides in favor of ex-
tradition to the U.S., Greece’s justice 
minister will have the final word on 
where the suspect will be sent. Lower 
courts in Greece have approved both 
extradition requests.

Vinnik is fighting his extradition to 
the United States, but not to Russia.

The U.S. is accusing Vinnik of laun-
dering $4 billion worth of bitcoins 
through BTC-e, one of the world’s 

largest digital currency exchanges, 
which he allegedly operated.

Russia, meanwhile, wants him back 
to face charges related to a 667,000-ru-
ble ($11,500) fraud.

On Wednesday, Vinnik repeated 
arguments made earlier, maintain-
ing that he was the operator and not 
owner of the trading platforms.

The court heard testimony from two 
Russian businessmen and an expert 
who formerly headed the Greek Po-
lice’s cybercrime division.

Vinnik’s lawyers described the ar-
guments made in the U.S. request as 
vague and failing to fully comply with 
procedure.

“We presented our legal arguments, 
which in our view should lead the Su-
preme Court to reject the extradition 
request,” lawyer Alexandros Lyk-
ourezos, heading Vinnik’s defense 
team, told the AP.

Rare skeleton shown of 
human ancestor, 3.6 
million years old

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Re-
searchers in South Africa have un-
veiled what they call “by far the most 
complete skeleton of a human ances-
tor older than 1.5 million years ever 
found.”

The University of the Witwa-
tersrand displayed the virtually 
complete Australopithecus fossil on 
Wednesday.

The skeleton dates back 3.6 million 
years. Its discovery is expected to 
help researchers better understand 
the human ancestor’s appearance 
and movement.

The researchers say it has taken 20 
years to excavate, clean, reconstruct 
and analyze the fragile skeleton.

The bones were discovered in the 
Sterkfontein caves outside Johan-
nesburg after foot and leg bone frag-
ments were found from rock blasted 
from the cave by miners.

The researchers hail the skeleton 
project as important for South Af-
rica’s heritage and “our common hu-
manity.”

Man held in terror plot to 
kill British prime minister

LONDON (AP) — A man has been 
ordered held Wednesday after being 
accused in a plot to assassinate Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

Naa’imur Zakariyah Rahman, 20, 
has been remanded in custody at 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court.

The plan allegedly involved plant-
ing a bomb near the entrance of 
Downing Street and then continuing 
the attack with a knife and suicide 
vest in a bid to kill the U.K. leader in 
the ensuing chaos.

He is charged with preparing acts of 
terrorism and appeared alongside an-
other man, Mohammed Aqib Imran, 
who is accused of trying to join the Is-
lamic State group but wasn’t charged 
in connection with the assassination 
plot.

Rahman is also accused of assisting 
Imran in terror planning.

The pair was arrested in London 
and Birmingham on Nov. 28 by the 
Metropolitan Police Counter Terror-
ism Command.

Britain’s media had reported earli-
er that two men were involved in the 
plot to kill May.

Apple CEO hopeful banned 
apps will return to China 
store

HONG KONG (AP) — Apple’s chief 
executive said Wednesday he’s op-
timistic some apps that fell afoul of 
China’s tight internet laws will even-
tually be restored after being removed 
earlier this year.

Speaking at a business forum in 
southern China, CEO Tim Cook also 
dismissed criticism of his appearance 
days earlier at an internet conference 
promoting Beijing’s vison of a cen-
sored internet.

Cook’s high-profile appearance 
Sunday at the government-organized 
World Internet Conference drew com-
ments from activists and U.S. politi-
cians who say Apple should do more 
to push back against Chinese internet 
restrictions.

He said he believed strongly in free-
doms but also thought that foreign 
companies need to play by local rules 
where they operate.

When asked about Chinese govern-
ment policies requiring removal of 
apps, including ones from operators 
of virtual private networks that can 
get around the country’s internet fil-
ters, he said, “My hope over time is 
that some of these things, the couple 
things that have been pulled, come 
back.”
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Merry Christmas!
403 Runnels St.
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A Holly Jolly Big Spring 2017
Christmas season hits the Crossroads area

Big Spring Herald Community Christmas Parade 
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Hours Of Operation
Mon.-Fri. 9:30am - 5:30pm

CLOSED HOLIDAYS!
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Comanche Trail Festival of Lights 

FUMC 
presents 

“Our Savior”
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Roll in the
new year

BOOK
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NOW!
At

3318 E. I-20 - Service Road
(432) 267-7484
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Breakfast with Santa

Heritage Museum’s Christmas Tree Forest 
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Merry Christmas!

1009 Hearn St.                                                                                                                                                       (432) 714-4930

28
66
01

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish

Christmas in Boomtown: Forsan Christmas Parade 


