
By LYNDEL 
MOODY
Staff Writer

Add five more to the 
growing list of students 
earning spots in the All-
State Choir from Big 
Spring High School.

The choir program 
had five of its students 
place in an All-State 
Choir at a very tough 
Area UIL competition 
held this past week-
end, according to Beth 
Spence, assistant choir 
director. The students 
competed against par-
ticipants in more than 
75 programs ranging 
from El Paso to Fort 
Worth and Amarillo to 

San Angelo.
Earning a spot were 

Charlie Correa, Jo-
siah Garcia, Bhili Gill, 
Christian Horton, and 
Ranen Wilson. Kaelob 
Stewart is an alternate.

Choir Program Direc-
tor Gershom Garcia 
said he continues to be 
impressed by the area’s 
musical talent.

See CHOIR, Page 3
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Let’s go Hawks!

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

The men’s and women’s basketball teams fared well at their first conference game 
following the Christmas break. Both won their games against Western Texas College 
Monday night in the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. For related story, see Page 7.

Commissioners 
discuss combing 
county library 
with college

By AMANDA 
ELSTON
Managing Editor

Due to a possible roll 
back tax rate that will be 
discussed during the next 
Texas legislative session, 
Commissioner Craig Bai-
ley proposed to discuss a 
possible inter-local agree-
ment between Howard 
College and the county 
during Monday after-
noon’s county commis-
sioner meeting. The roll 
back rate, drafted SB 2 
by Houston Senator Paul 
Bettencourt, would lower 
the property tax rollback 
rate from 8 percent to 
4 percent. The bill was 
drafted after Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick charged a spe-

cial Senate committee last 
session to come up with a 
way to solve rising proper-
ty taxes. During Monday’s 
meeting, Bailey proposed 
to discuss at a later date 
a shared library between 
the college and the county 
due to the possible lack of 
funding if the bill passes. 

“The college is man-
dated by the state to have 
a library and this would 
give us an opportunity 
given the lack of funding,” 
said Bailey. “We are in a 
situation going forward 
that the third item on (Pat-
rick’s) list is to roll back 
the rate from 8 percent to 
4 percent. 

See COUNTY, Page 3

The best in their class

HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

The following BSHS students earned a spot in the All-State Choir: 
Charlie Correa, Josiah Garcia, Bhili Gill, Christian Horton, and 
Ranen Wilson. Kaelob Stewart is an alternate.

HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

The following BSHS students earned a spot in the All-State 
Band: Abbey Bryan, Robert Sotelo, Aaron Blackshear, and Casey 
Shubert.

BSHS choir students 
shine at contest, five 
earn spot in All-State

By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

In one of the strongest performanc-
es at an area competition in years, 
four Big Spring High School band 
students earned a spot in the All-State 
Band this past weekend.

Earning a spot were Abbey Bryan, 
clarinet; Robert Sotelo, trombone; 
Aaron Blackshear, euphonium; and 
Casey Shubert, bass trombone.

“This was the our strongest perfor-
mance at an area competition,” said 
Rocky Harris, BSHS band director. 
“We had 18 students go and many of 

them — although not all went on to 
state — earned much higher chairs 
than the competitors in their region.”

Harris said band students com-
peted against participants from four 
regions which included as far east as 
El Paso and west as Fort Worth and 
north to Amarillo and south to San 
Angelo. 

Now all four will compete for a chair 
in the 4-A All-State Band when they 
attend the Texas Music Educator As-
sociation convention set for Feb. 8-12 
in San Antonio.

See BAND, Page 3

Four BSHS band 
students earn a spot 
in All-State Band
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Ruth Evelyn Williams
Ruth Evelyn Williams, 96, formerly of Big Spring, 

died Monday, January 9, 2017 in Azle, Texas.    Ser-
vices are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
neral Home & Crematory.Dale Kirkpatrick

Dale Kirkpatrick, 81, of Big 
Spring, passed away Sunday, Jan-
uary 8, 2017 at his residence.  The 
family will receive friends from 
6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 10, 2017 at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.  Graveside service 
will be held at 2:00 p.m. Wednes-
day at Mount Olive Memorial Park 
Chapel with Dr. Bob Hines, pastor 
of 1st Baptist Church Sand Springs 
officiating.

 Dale was born November 20, 1935, in Big Spring, 
Texas to Odessa Bryant Kirkpatrick and Ira Kirk-
patrick.  He married Jean Buchanan on January 
15, 1954 in Big Spring, Texas.  Dale worked in the 
Oil Field for over 62 years before retiring.  He en-

joyed playing the guitar, scuba diving, hunting and 
riding his motorcycle.  He was a member of 1st Bap-
tist Church of Sand Springs.

Dale is survived by his wife, Jean, of the home; 
children, Kellye Kirkpatrick of Allen, Martin Kirk-
patrick and wife, Patty of Big Spring and Jacque-
line Garcia of Austin. He is also survived by his 
grandchildren, Kristy Kirkpatrick, Leon Garcia 
and wife, Erica, Dawna Barker and husband, Jona-
than, Eric Garcia and Travis Atkins; and his great-
grandchildren, Leon and Jacob Garcia and Emilee 
and Conner Barker.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by one brother, Eugene, and three sisters: 
Laverne, Edith and Lois.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

Paid obituary

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the fol-
lowing activity:

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2500 block 
of Larry. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 5900 block 
of N. Service Rd I-20. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3200 block 
of Parkway. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 6400 block 
of S. Service Road.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1700 block 
of Lancaster. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 8900 block 
of S. Service Road. One person was transported to 
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.

• MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3600 block 
of Connally. One person was transported to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. 

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• ASHTON LOU-RISSA AKIN, 23, of 123 Jones-
boro Road was arrested on a warrant from another 
agency.

• MINOR ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of Seventh Street and Main and the inter-
section of 14th Street and Gregg. 

• BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported 
in the 100 block of Broken Bow.

• THEFT was reported in the 200 block of Algerita 
Street, the 1700 block of E FM 700, and the 500 block 
of E 3rd Street.

• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 3000 
block of N Hwy 87.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 
3600 block of W Hwy 80.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group or 
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at 
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• A six-week course in Wellness and Quality of 
Life with Chronic Pain will start Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Creek Fellowship located in 
the Spring Town Plaza, 1801 E. FM 700. There is no 
charge for the course, and a workbook will be pro-
vided. Contact Steve Purdy at 432-517-4840 for more 
information.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chron-

ic pain disease, a support and informative group, 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; open 12 & 12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-

cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 
7:30 p.m. Newcomers’ meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is 
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support 
group meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical 
Center Veteran’s Healing Center.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 

a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. un-
til 8 p.m.

MONDAY
• Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-

based addictions program helping people find 
freedom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. 
Enter at the main entrance of the church.

•  Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees it, 615 Set-
tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Take Note
• Food 2 Kids Big Spring needs you! It is time to 

start sacking food for Big Spring elementary stu-
dents who do not receive adequate food over the 
weekends. Members of the community can be a 
part by volunteering to sack the food. It just takes 
a couple hours of your time and the work is very 
rewarding. To volunteer, just show up at the time 
and dates listed. For more information, call, 432-
935-3998.

The next sacking session will be at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 
16 and 17 at the old Lakeview High School gym lo-
cated at 1107 N.W. Seventh St. To get there, take 
Gregg Street north and turn left on Delaney, which 
is the block just past the Salvation Army retail 
store. Delaney turns into Seventh Street, you will 
go over the railroad tracks and the school is on the 
left.

If you want additional information about getting 
your child on this program please contact your 
child’s school.

• Seniors and mature adults are invited to a dance 
on the first, third and fifth Friday of each month at 
the Dora Roberts Community Center.

Dances are from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. with live 
bands. No alcohol or smoking permitted. There 

will be a pot luck as well so bring a dish if you want 
to eat.

Cost is $8 per person.

Meetings
• The Big Spring Art Association meets the 

third Tuesday of each month a 7 p.m. in the 
basement of the Howard County Library. 
 
• The Christensen-Tucker Post-2013 Veterans of 
Foreign Wars meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 pm at 500 Driver Road. For more infor-
mation, contact David Leonard, Post Commander, 
at 432-816-6004. All combat veterans of foreign wars 
are invited to come. 

• The Big Spring Symphony Board of Directors 
meets every first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the sym-
phony office, 808 Scurry Street. 

• Order of the Eastern Star Big Spring Chapter 
67 meets the third Tuesday of each month at 219 
Main St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, contact Jimmy Ruth at 271-2176.

• Staked Plains Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. (dinner is 
at 6 p.m.) at 219 ½ Main St. All Masons are welcome.

• Membership to the Big Spring Native American 
Association is open to the public. People interested 
in Native American culture are encouraged to find 
out more about the organization by calling Richard 
“Indio” Lesser at 432-935-0125,

• The Scenic Mountain Medical Center volunteer 
program is in need of volunteers. A variety of oppor-
tunities are open for members of the community. 
For more information, call Anita Cline at 268-4721.



WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Jeff 
Sessions cast himself as a strong pro-
tector of law and order at his confir-
mation hearing Tuesday, promising 
that as attorney general he would 
crack down on illegal immigration, 
gun violence and the “scourge of radi-
cal Islamic terrorism.”

Sessions, echoing rhetoric used on 

the campaign trail by President-elect 
Donald Trump, warned of a country 
struggling to combat illegal drugs 
flooding across the border, spikes in 
violent crime in American cities and 
low morale among police.

“These trends cannot continue. It 
is a fundamental civil right to be safe 
in your home and your community,” 

the Al-
abama 
R e -
p u b -
l i c a n 
said in 
laying 
o u t 
c o n -
serva-
t i v e 
priori-

ties for the Justice Department at the 
opening of his Senate hearing.

Politics got its share of attention, 
too, with Sessions promising to re-
cuse himself from any investigation 
there might be into Democrat Hillary 
Clinton, because of comments he’d 
made during the campaign. Trump 
said previously that he would name 
a special prosecutor to look into Clin-
ton’s use of a private email server, 
but has since backed away. The FBI 
and Justice Department declined to 
bring charges last year.

Sessions has solid support from the 
Senate’s Republican majority, but 
faces a challenge persuading skepti-
cal Democrats that he’ll be fair and 
committed to civil rights as the coun-
try’s top law enforcement official. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein hinted at those 

concerns, saying “there is so much 
fear in this country” particularly 
among blacks.

Sessions, whose 1986 judicial nomi-
nation was derailed by allegations of 
racially charged comments, sought 
to confront that concern by saying 
he “understands the history of civil 
rights and the horrendous impact 
that relentless and systemic discrimi-
nation and the denial of voting rights 
has had on our African-American 
brothers and sisters. I have witnessed 
it.”

“The office of the attorney general 
of the United States is not a politi-
cal position, and anyone who holds 
it must have total fidelity to the laws 
and the Constitution of the United 
States,” he said.
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BAND
Continued from Page 1

Also competing at area competition 
from BSHS were Gabriella Medina, 
Odalys Vela, Danielle Conner, Rose Car-
rizosa, Makaila Phillips, Aiden Newton, 

Joseph Doll, Brandon Hilario, Mateo Ro-
driguez, Marcos Haro, Adrian Wilbert, 
Rocky Ramirez, Jeremy Gonzales, and 
Luke Wood. 

Contact Staff Writer Lyndel Moody at 263-
7331, ext. 234, or by e-mailing citydesk@big-
springherald.com.

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1

It is prudent to look at this and to preserve our 
library moving forward and to deliver this service 
to the public.” 

The inter-local agreement was to be discussed 
at Monday’s meeting but was postponed by Bailey 
and tabled for a later date. Bailey encouraged those 
in attendance to contact local representatives con-
cerning the bill.

District Clerk Colleen Barton brought a resolu-
tion before commissioners to stand in solidarity 
with the local court and clerks in opposition to a 
state-mandated e-filing system. The system, hosted 
by efiletexas.gov, makes court records available to 
lawyers and the public for a fee, paid to efiletexas.
gov, rather than the county.

“County clerks are the custodians for court re-
cords,” said Barton. “Counties are responsible for 
providing clerks and we oppose this amendment.”

Barton said that nearly every clerk in the state is 
fighting the e-file mandate because of revenue lost. 

Barton was also concerned about case information 
that would be readily available to the general pub-
lic.

“There would be no way to expunge a case,” sad 
Barton. “Information would just be out there.”

While clerks will still have to upload files to the 
site, Barton said that the more counties that stand 
together in opposition, the better chance they 
would have. 

“We will have to use E-file Texas forever,” said 
Barton. “But the more counties that approve this 
resolution, the better chance we have.”

The resolution was passed by commissioners. 
In other items, the commissioners:
-discussed upgrading the IT servers from local 

machines to cloud storage. According to IT Direc-
tor Johnny Moore, problems with email and file 
sharing on a county server last week  led to the 
purchase of a cloud service that costs $300 for five 
years and $600 for five years after that. 

“It’s a very good deal,” said Moore. “We have 
been kind of thinking about it. A new server would 
be around $7,000.”

The email is currently back up and running and 

files are in the process of being restored. 
• Bonding of the county’s newly elected positions 

as presented.
• Approved shoulder widening/patching material 

bid for county roads.

Contact Managing 
Editor Amanda Elston 
at 432-263-7331, ext. 230, 
or email editor@big-
springherald.com

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    

267-8288

Dale Kirkpatrick, 
81, died Sunday.  The 
family will receive 
friends from 6:00 PM 
until 7:30 PM today at 
Myers & Smith Funer-
al Home.  Graveside 
service will be held at 
2:00 PM Wednesday at 
Mount Olive Memo-
rial Park Chapel.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
nation’s top intelligence offi-
cial faces questioning on Cap-
itol Hill on Tuesday about 
a report that fingered the 
Kremlin in hacking during 
the presidential campaign.

James Clapper, the direc-
tor of national intelligence, 
is appearing before the Sen-
ate intelligence committee, 
where lawmakers’ questions 
will expose the underlying 
debate over the future of U.S.-
Russian relations. Clapper 
also addressed the Russian 
interference when appearing 
before the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee last week 
ahead of the report’s release.

The declassified report ex-
plicitly tied Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to the 
hacking of email accounts 
of the Democratic National 
Committee and individual 
Democrats like Hillary Clin-

ton’s campaign chairman, 
John Podesta. Russia also 
used state-funded propagan-
da and paid “trolls” to make 
nasty comments on social 
media services, the report 
said, although there was no 
suggestion such operations 
affected the actual vote count.

The report lacked details 
about how the U.S. learned 
what it says it knows, such 
as any intercepted conversa-
tions or electronic messages 
from Russian leaders, includ-
ing Putin. It also said nothing 
about specific hacker tech-
niques or digital tools the 
U.S. may have traced back to 
Russia in its investigations.

Putin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters on 
Monday that the Kremlin still 
believes the U.S. accusations 
of election hacking have no 
substance.

“They are amateurish and 

are hardly worthy of the high 
professional standards of top 
intelligence agencies,” Pes-
kov said. “We categorically 
rule out the possibility that 
Russian officials or official 
bodies could have been in-
volved. We are tired of such 
accusations. This is begin-
ning to remind us of a full-
fledged witch hunt.”

According to U.S. intel-
ligence agencies, Rus-
sia provided the emails to 
WikiLeaks. The website’s 
founder, Julian Assange, 
denies that is the case, but 
Democratic and Republican 
members of Congress have 
largely backed the accusation 
and many have demanded a 
sterner response.

On Monday, Assange called 
the report on hacking a po-
litically motivated “press re-
lease” and said it provided no 
evidence that Russian actors 

gave WikiLeaks hacked ma-
terial.

President Barack Obama 
struck back at Moscow in 
late December with penal-
ties aimed at Russia’s leading 
spy agencies, the GRU and 
FSB, that the U.S. said were 
involved in the hacking. The 
GRU is Russia’s military in-
telligence agency. The FSB 
is the main successor to the 
Soviet-era KGB.

On Monday, the U.S. levied 
economic sanctions against 
five Russians in connection 
to a 2012 U.S. law punish-
ing Russian human rights 
violators. Americans are now 
banned from doing business 
with the men and any assets 
they may have in the United 
States are now frozen.

The most prominent indi-
vidual targeted by the new 
sanctions is Alexander Bas-

trykin, who heads Russia’s 
main investigative agency 
and is close to Putin. The two 
attended the same university 
together.

The Investigative Commit-
tee under Bastrykin investi-
gated Russian whistleblower 
Sergei Magnitsky’s death in 
prison in 2009, but closed the 
case after determining there 
was no evidence of a crime.

Two of the other Russians 
placed on the Treasury De-
partment’s list have been ac-
cused of trying to help cover 
up Magnitsky’s death. Brit-
ain blames the two others 
for the London murder of a 
former Russian intelligence 
agent.

Forty-four Russians have 
now been subjected to U.S. 
sanctions under the so-called 
Magnitsky law, the State De-
partment said.

Congress to quiz US intelligence official on hacking report

Sessions says he’d be fair as AG, defy Trump if necessary

CHOIR
Continued from Page 1

“I am from the Houston area 
and you think coming from a 
region that large to a rural area 
here you are not going to see as 
much potential talent out here 
as there,” he said.”There is a lot 
of talent in out here, as much or 
even more.”

Since Garcia and Spence took 
over the program three years 
ago, the number of students earn-
ing a spot at All-State has been 
growing. Three years ago, three 
BSHS choir students earned a 
spot, last year that number grew 

to four.
The students will perform dur-

ing the Texas Music Educator 
Association convention, set for 
Feb. 8-12 in San Antonio. Correa 
will perform in the large school 
men’s choir on Saturday. Garcia, 
Gill, Horton, and Wilson will per-
form in the small school mixed 
choir also held Saturday. 

Ten choir students competed at 
area auditions including Avree 
Tubb, Jessica Reyes, Kenra Thi-
beault, and Raymond Smalling.

Contact Staff Writer Lyndel 
Moody at 263-7331, ext. 234, or by 
e-mailing citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com.
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“Spend them in a new place to calll home.” 
2 &3  bedroom Townhomes available now

for rent.
oakmanorbigspring.com

EAST 25th &
Edgemere Rd.

432-270-1608

2000 E. FM 700
M-S 10:30AM - 10:00PM

432-263-2300
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Chief: Texas policeman suspended 
for 10 days after incident

DALLAS (AP) — A white Texas policeman was 
suspended without pay for 10 days, but will not be 
fired, after an incident in which he was caught on 
video wrestling a black woman and her daughter to 
the ground, Fort Worth Police Chief Joel Fitzgerald 
announced Monday.

Fitzgerald said the officer violated policy, is sorry 
for his behavior and is eager to resume active duty 
at the end of the suspension.

The incident happened after Jacqueline Craig 
complained that a neighbor choked her 7-year-old 
son. In the video, the officer questions whether 
that's a problem. One of Craig's daughters tries to 
push her mother away from the officer, but the offi-
cer forces Craig and the daughter to the ground. He 
thrusts a stun gun into Craig's back.

He arrested Craig and her daughters on charges 
that include disorderly conduct.

Craig's attorney had demanded that the officer be 
fired. The video was viewed millions of times on 
Facebook.

Texas lieutenant governor vows not 
to ‘primary’ governor

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick in-
sists he’ll run for re-election next year, trying to 
tamp down speculation he could mount a primary 
challenge against fellow Republican Gov. Greg Ab-
bott.

Patrick told reporters at GOP of Texas headquar-
ters Monday they could “put it in concrete” that he 
won’t compete against Abbott in 2018 or ever.

An ex-conservative talk radio host and tea party 
firebrand, Patrick has said repeatedly he sees Ab-
bott as an ally.

But he’s fueled reports of rivalry by consistently 
getting to the right of the more lawyerly Abbott, a 
former state Supreme Court justice, on many social 
issues — including trying to ban transgender Tex-
ans from using the public restroom of their choice.

Patrick also fully embraced Donald Trump’s pres-
idential candidacy while Abbott was more cautious 
in his support.

85-year-old Texas man helps pull 2 
women from burning car

BURLESON, Texas (AP) — Authorities credit an 
85-year-old Texas man who walks with the aid of a 
cane for helping save the lives of two women whose 
speeding car flipped over onto his front yard and 
burst into flames.

Texas Department of Public Safety officials say 
the 22-year-old driver likely was driving too fast as 
she rounded a bend early Sunday and lost control in 
Burleson, south of Fort Worth.

Lindell Marbut witnessed the wreck, banged on 
the windshield with his cane and helped to pull the 
driver from the car as his caretaker called 911. The 
caretaker then helped him drag the passenger to 
safety.

Johnson County firefighter Keith Flemming told 
KDFW-TV that “it wouldn’t have been a good turn-
out” had Marbut not intervened.

Oil slump socks Texas budget,
making spending cuts likely

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A prolonged oil slump is 
leaving Texas with a grim spending forecast, and 
one top Republican lawmaker says budget cuts are 
now certain.

Spending figures released Monday show that Tex-
as won’t escape the financial woes that Oklahoma, 
Louisiana and other energy-producing states have 
confronted following the oil bust.

Republican state Rep. Drew Darby says the Texas 
Legislature could be more than $5 billion short of 
the money needed just to preserve current services. 
That deficit looms as lawmakers confront a grow-
ing child welfare crisis and pressure from public 
schools.

Republican Comptroller Glenn Hegar says oil and 
gas taxes plummeted by more than 50 percent last 
year.

BEIJING (AP) — China reiter-
ated its opposition Monday to 
any contacts between U.S. offi-
cials and Taiwan's government 
following a meeting between Tex-
as Sen. Ted Cruz and Gov. Greg 
Abbott and the self-governing 
island's president, Tsai Ing-wen.

Cruz and Abbot met with Tsai 
on Sunday while she was passing 
through Houston on her way to 
visit Taiwan's Central American 
allies.

At a news briefing in Beijing 
on Monday, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang said China 
was firmly opposed to any con-
tact between Taiwan's leader 
and "anyone from the U.S. gov-
ernment." He said such contacts 
threaten to disturb and under-
mine relations between Wash-
ington and Beijing.

China claims Taiwan as its own 
territory and has been ratcheting 
up diplomatic pressure on the 
independence-leaning Tsai since 

her election last year.
Cruz said in a statement that he 

and Tsai "discussed our mutual 
opportunity to upgrade the stat-
ure of our bilateral relations" in 
their meeting, which addressed 
arms sales, diplomatic exchang-
es and economic ties.

An official with Republican 
President elect-Donald Trump's 
transition team said neither 
Trump nor transition officials 
would meet with Tsai. Her stop in 
the U.S. was scrutinized by Bei-
jing for any signs that Trump's 
team would risk its ire by further 
engaging with Taiwan, which 
China considers to be its terri-
tory.

Trump breached diplomatic 
protocol last month by speak-
ing by phone with the Taiwan-
ese leader. Trump raised fur-
ther concerns in Beijing when 
he questioned a U.S. policy that 
since 1979 has recognized Beijing 
as China's government and main-

tains only unofficial relations 
with Taiwan.

U.S. lawmakers often meet with 
Taiwanese presidents when they 
transit through the U.S., most 
recently in June, when Tsai met 
in Miami with Republican Sen. 
Marco Rubio of Florida.

The tabloid Global Times, pub-
lished by China's Communist 
Party, said in an editorial Sun-
day that Beijing would take a 
hard line toward any contacts be-
tween Taiwan's government and 
the incoming Trump administra-
tion. China "should also impose 
military pressure on Taiwan and 
push it to the edge of being reuni-
fied by force," it said.

China has "seized the initiative. 
The U.S. and Taiwan now should 
restrain, or be forced to restrain, 
themselves," the newspaper said.

"Tsai needs to face the conse-
quences for every provocative 
step she takes," it said.

China warns after Cruz, Abbott 
meet Taiwan's president

AP photo
Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen delivers a speech before traveling to visit Central 
American allies including a U.S. transit, Saturday, Jan. 7, 2017, at the Taoyuan 
International Airport in Taouyuan, Taiwan. Tsai pledged to bolster Taiwan’s pres-
ence on the international stage on her visit four Central American allies on a trip that 
includes U.S. transits and looks set to raise China’s ire. 

By JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press

DALLAS (AP) — Texas lawmakers agree on the 
need to improve the state's beleaguered child wel-
fare system, but how to do it and to pay for it during 
a tight budget year are still very much up in the air.

With troubles mounting at the state agency that 
investigates reports of child abuse and, if needed, 
places abused children in foster care, lawmakers 
have already been filing bills that they think will 
help fix the system ahead of the legislative session 
that starts Tuesday.

"There's no bigger fight than the need to protect 
the lives of children. If 
others don't see that, 
then it's a travesty," said 

state Rep. Armando Walle, a Houston Democrat 
who has proposed legislation that would address 
worker caseloads, which are often cited as a reason 
for high turnover.

Also looming is a federal judge's order requiring 
reforms at the Department of Family and Protec-
tive Services aimed at improving conditions for 
those in long-term foster care. In her December 
2015 opinion, U.S. District Judge Janis Graham 
Jack wrote that these children "almost uniformly 
leave state custody more damaged than when they 
entered" and she described cases in which kids con-
tinued to suffer abuse as they ping-ponged through 
the system.

See SYSTEM, Page 5

Texas lawmakers look to help 
troubled child welfare system
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Missing Texas girl found during 
traffic stop in Louisiana

MANDEVILLE, La. (AP) — Authorities say a Lou-
isiana sheriff's deputy found a missing Texas girl 
during a traffic stop.

The St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office said in a 
news release that a deputy stopped a car on Friday 
near Mandeville because it was traveling with its 
high beams on.

The deputy discovered that a girl in the vehicle 
had been reported missing from Houston on Thurs-
day.

Authorities say three undocumented men from 
Guatemala were also inside the vehicle. They were 
taken into custody by U.S. Border Patrol agents.

Deputies were working with Houston police to get 
the girl back to Texas.

Sheriff Randy Smith says investigators are not 
yet sure why the girl was with the men. No criminal 
charges were immediately filed.

Texas court to hear UT regent’s claim 
for access to records

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The state’s highest civil 
court will hear arguments by a controversial Uni-
versity of Texas regent that he’s entitled to review 
student admissions and other records in an effort to 
identify what he sees as wrongdoing in the admis-
sions process.

The Austin American-Statesman reports the Tex-
as Supreme Court is scheduled to hear arguments 
Wednesday in the longstanding case brought by re-
gent Wallace Hall.

Hall is seeking access to several hundred thou-
sand pages of emails, interview notes and other re-
cords, including confidential student information.

He’s also pursuing the names of officials who used 
their influence to help some applicants gain admis-
sion to the Austin campus despite subpar grades.

Former UT President Bill Powers has acknowl-
edged providing admission to some students, say-
ing it was in UT’s interest to foster good relations 
with stakeholders.

Handcuffed Texas suspect shoots 
himself while in custody

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas police say a suspect 
in handcuffs pulled a handgun from his waistband 
and shot himself in the head while he was being 
driven to a police station.

Interim Austin police Chief Brian Manley says 
the man was arrested Sunday on suspicion of shop-
lifting and possessing a controlled substance.

Manley didn’t explain if the man was searched or 
why he had a weapon while in custody.

He says the handcuffed man was inside a police 
car when he pulled the weapon and aimed it at his 
head. An officer ordered him to drop the weapon 
but minutes later the man shot himself.

The suspect was being treated late Sunday for life-
threatening injuries. Manley has not released the 
suspect’s name, but says he’s in his late teens or 
early 20s.

Cockpit smoke forces Dallas Stars’ 
plane back to airport

CAHOKIA, Ill. (AP) — A plane carrying the Dal-
las Stars hockey team was forced to return to a St. 
Louis-area airport because of smoke in the cockpit.

The Belleville News-Democrat reports the Boe-
ing 737 took off at 11:52 a.m. from the St. Louis 
Downtown Airport in Cahokia, Illinois, but turned 
around within five minutes.

Mike Mavrogeorge, airport fire chief, says the 
smoke might have come from an electrical mal-
function. He says there was no fire.

The plane was carrying 50 passengers including 
team members and staff.

The Stars were in St. Louis on Saturday night for 
a game against the Blues. 

A backup plane was summoned to take the team 
to Los Angeles to face the Kings on Monday night.

SYSTEM
Continued from Page 4

Despite Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott's calls after taking of-
fice in 2015 for improvements at 
DFPS, last year brought more 
bad news for the agency, which 
includes Child Protective Servic-
es. It emerged that some children 
taken from their families had to 
sleep in state offices, motels or 
emergency shelters because of a 
lack of other options, children be-
lieved to be at risk weren't being 
promptly seen, if at all, and more 
children were dying of abuse and 
neglect.

While the child welfare agency 
was granted about $140 million 
in emergency funding last month 
to hire 800 new CPS workers and 
give pay raises to thousands of 
others, child welfare advocates 
say more changes are needed.

Will Francis, the governmental 
relations director for the Texas 
chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Social Workers, said that 
while that money will help re-
cruit workers, he doesn't want 
anyone to think it's the solution 
to the caseworker turnover prob-

lem. He said that in order to re-
tain workers, their caseloads 
must be reduced to manageable 
levels. He also said there needs to 
be better training, including for 
how caseworkers can have more 
meaningful visits with children.

Walle, who pushed failed legis-
lation in past sessions that would 
have improved worker caseloads 
and pay, said his bill this session 
addressing caseloads would cost 
an estimated $200 million to $300 
million.

"Some folks thought I was crazy 
for continuing to fight this thing," 
said Walle, who added that he'd 
like to see a permanent salary in-
crease for caseworkers, not just 
the temporary one approved in 
December.

Madeline McClure, founder 
and executive director of the Dal-
las-based advocacy group Tex-
Protects: Texas Association for 
the Protection of Children, said 
there finally seems to be enough 
support for "a wholehearted com-
prehensive look at what it takes 
to recruit and maintain a quality 
workforce." Doing that will im-
prove outcomes for children and 
their families, she said.

McClure said that the funding 

approved last month will help, 
but that she's pushing for an ad-
ditional salary increase for su-
pervisors. "They're responsible 
for all of the cases underneath 
them," she said.

State Sen. Carlos Uresti, a San 
Antonio Democrat who co-spon-
sored a bill with two Republi-
cans that would make an array 
of changes to the foster care sys-
tem, said he believes the state 
has "stepped up" in a "biparti-
san manner" for child welfare. 
Though there isn't an official cost 
estimate for the bill yet, he said 
he's sure it will be expensive.

Uresti said that although there 
seems to be momentum for re-
forms, it's also important to put 
more money toward prevention. 
He said it would help vulnerable 
children and would end up sav-
ing money that otherwise would 
have gone toward sending them 
to counseling, juvenile detention 
or prison.

"Until we do more in prevent-
ing child abuse and neglect, 
we're never going to fix the prob-
lem. You're always going to have 
kids coming in and out of foster 
care," Uresti said.

By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer

DALLAS (AP) — The suspect in 
a deadly shooting at a Florida air-
port used a gun that he had stored 
in his checked luggage, raising 
questions about airport security 
and whether safety officials need 
to change the current rules.

Esteban Santiago, 26, retrieved 
his gun from his bag on the car-
ousel, loaded it in a bathroom of 
the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport, then 
emerged shooting in the baggage-
claim area Friday, killing five 
people and wounding eight, au-
thorities said.

Transportation Security Ad-
ministration rules prohibit guns 
in carry-on bags, but they allow 
passengers to ship guns if they 
are unloaded, put in a hard-sid-
ed, locked container that only 
the owner has the ability to un-
lock, and placed in a checked 
bag. Explosive or flammable am-
munition such as gun powder is 
banned, but bullets are legal if 
carried in checked baggage.

That means gun owners can't 
get to their weapons during a 

flight but can easily retrieve and 
load them after claiming their 
checked bags.

"This guy found a way to ex-
ploit a weakness in the system," 
said Henry Harteveldt, a travel 
analyst in San Francisco.

A ban on shipping guns in lug-
gage would hurt law-abiding 
hunters, he said, "but I don't 
think the TSA and FAA (Federal 
Aviation Administration) can ig-
nore what happened. How many 
airline passengers today are wor-
ried that they are vulnerable?"

This is not the first shooting 
using weapons in checked bag-
gage. In 1972, three members of 
the Japanese Red Army terror 
group retrieved guns and gre-
nades from their bags after land-
ing in Tel Aviv, Israel, and killed 
26 people.

"This guy followed the script 
from 1972," said Jeffrey Price, 
an aviation-security expert who 
teaches at Metropolitan State 
University of Denver.

Price said that banning guns 
in luggage might have prevented 
Friday's attack but wouldn't stop 
a determined killer.

"What's to stop him from driv-
ing to the airport, parking his 
car, getting his gun and going 
into the airport and shooting peo-
ple?" Price said.

A TSA spokesman referred The 
Associated Press to the agency's 
current rules but declined to 
comment further, including on 
whether Friday's shooting would 
lead to a review of those rules.

The TSA does not track the 
number of guns that passengers 
place in checked bags, but it is 
not a rare practice. Most airlines 
detail their gun-carrying policies 
on their websites. Santiago had 
flown out of Anchorage, Alaska. 
So many hunters from the Lower 
48 visit Alaska that the state's 
Fish and Game Department also 
describes on its site how to travel 
with guns.

Price noted that passengers 
wishing to check guns must de-
clare them and show that they 
are unloaded. He said airlines 
often have the gun inspected by 
TSA officers in another part of 
the airport. It's enough of 

See SHOOTING, Page 14

Airport shooting raises questions about guns in baggage
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WE LEASE OR PURCHASE 
MINERALS!

Four Sevens Operating leases minerals in Big 
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LEASE.
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By JILL COLVIN and STEVE PEOPLES 
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Facing a week of high-profile 
tests for his administration-in-waiting, President-
elect Donald Trump predicted Monday that all of 
his Cabinet picks would win Senate confirmation, 
while insisting there is a "very simple, very easy" 
way to disentangle himself from his global busi-
ness empire before he takes office.

Trump's confidence comes as lawmakers in both 
parties eagerly await the submission of ethics 
forms from Cabinet nominees, including at least 
two billionaires whose extensive personal finan-
cial dealings have never faced public scrutiny.

"I think they'll all pass," Trump said between pri-
vate meetings in his Manhattan sky rise, describ-
ing his Cabinet picks as "all at the highest level."

Senators are set to question Trump's picks for the 
nation's top diplomat, lead law enforcement officer 
and head of homeland security, among at least nine 
picks set to parade before Senate committees begin-
ning Tuesday. A day later, Trump faces reporters 

for his first formal news conference in nearly six 
months.

Among the topics he's expected to address: How 
the New York real estate magnate will build a fire-
wall between his presidency and his global empire. 
Trump has pledged to step away from the Trump 
Organization during his time in office, but amid 
warnings from government watchdogs and offi-
cials in both parties, he has yet to say specifically 
how he would do that.

Trump insisted Monday it would be "simple" for 
him to disentangle himself from his extensive in-
ternational business interests. The details, he said, 
would have to wait until Wednesday's news confer-
ence.

"All I can say is it's very simple, very easy," he 
said.

Trump continues to own or control some 500 com-
panies that make up the Trump Organization and 
has said that he intends for his two oldest son and 
company executives to run the business while he's 
gone.

Trump met privately Monday with several in-
ternational business leaders and media figures, as 
well as Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.

McConnell, afterward, said they discussed his 
Senate agenda, including the upcoming confirma-
tion hearings and repealing and replacing Presi-
dent Barack Obama's health care law.

While Democrats have complained about the 
quick pace of the hearing schedule, McConnell in-
sisted that, "Everybody'll be properly vetted as they 
have been in the past."

On Friday, Office of Government Ethics Direc-
tor Walter Shaub said in a letter to congressional 
leaders that his office "has not received even initial 
draft financial disclosure reports for some of the 
nominees scheduled for hearings." Trump's incom-
ing press secretary Sean Spicer insisted on Mon-
day that "Everyone who has a hearing this week 
has their paperwork in."

But one of the committees that hasn't yet received 
the forms is the Senate Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions Committee, which has scheduled a 
hearing this week for Betsy DeVos, Trump's pick to 
lead the Education Department. The Senate Com-
merce, Science and Transportation Committee 
said it had also not received the forms for Trump's 
pick for commerce secretary, Wilbur Ross, though 
a spokeswoman said they're expected soon.

Committee aides said they had received ethics 
forms for Sen. Jeff Sessions, Trump's pick for attor-
ney general; Rex Tillerson, Trump's choice for sec-
retary of state; James Mattis, his pick for defense 
secretary; Rep. Mike Pompeo, his choice for direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, and Chao, 
his pick for transportation secretary. Other confir-
mation hearings this week include retired Marine 
Gen. John Kelly for homeland security secretary 
and Ben Carson for housing secretary. Committees 
handling those nominations declined to comment 
on the records. McConnell said he's hopeful that up 
to six or seven of Trump's picks, "particularly the 
national security team," will be "in place on Day 
One." Trump's nominees, meanwhile, have been 
going through extensive preparation in the days 
leading up to the hearings.

Transition officials said the nominees have spent 
more than 70 hours participating in full-blown 
mock hearings, with volunteers playing the role of 
senators asking questions.

"They're listening, they're learning, they're pre-
paring," Spicer said.

Trump predicts all Cabinet picks will win confirmation

AP photo
Senate confirmation hearings for Trump's cabinet picks will begin Tuesday morning 
with his selection for U.S. attorney general, Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), whom Trump 
called "a high-quality man." 

By JILL COLVIN and 
LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — President-
elect Donald Trump and his aides 
are entering a crucial week in his 
presidential transition as he and 
his Cabinet nominees undergo 
public questioning about their 
approach to Russia and potential 
conflicts of interests.

Most pressing during the up-
coming days of confirmation 
hearings and Trump's first press 
conference in six months likely 
will be whether he accepts the 
conclusion of U.S. intelligence of-
ficials that Russia meddled in the 
U.S. election to help him win the 
White House.

Trump's incoming chief of staff, 
Reince Priebus, said Sunday 
that Trump indeed has accepted 
that Russia was responsible for 
the hacking, which targeted the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee and a top aide to former rival 
Hillary Clinton.

"He's not denying that entities 
in Russia were behind this par-
ticular campaign," Priebus said 
in a Sunday television interview.

That's more than Trump him-
self has said. As for potential 
retaliation, aides said those are 
decisions that Trump will make 
after he becomes president on 
Jan. 20.

Intelligence officials allege that 
Moscow directed a series of hacks 
in order to help Trump 
win the White House in 
the race against Clinton. 

Trump has expressed skepticism 
about Russia's role and declined 
to say whether he agrees that the 
meddling was done on his behalf.

In an interview with The As-
sociated Press after a briefing 
on the findings, Trump said he 
"learned a lot" from his discus-
sions with intelligence officials, 
but he declined to say whether 
he accepted their assertion about 
Russia's motives. 

Trump has said that improving 
relations with Russia would be a 
good thing and that only "stupid" 
people would disagree.

"My suspicion is these hopes 
will be dashed pretty quickly," 
said Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky. 
"The Russians are clearly a big 
adversary. And they demonstrat-
ed it by trying to mess around in 
our election.

An unclassified version of 
the report directly tied Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to elec-
tion meddling and said that Mos-
cow had a "clear preference" for 
Trump over Clinton. Trump and 
his allies have bristled at any 
implication that the meddling 
helped him win the election. 

He won the Electoral College 
vote with 306 votes, well over 
the 270 votes required to become 
president.

Accepting those findings would 
be a positive 
step, but not 
enough, said 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
who is calling for more penalties 
against Russia.

"He's going to be the defender of 
the free world here pretty soon," 
said Graham, a frequent Trump 
critic. "All I'm asking him is to 
acknowledge that Russia inter-
fered, and push back. It could be 
Iran next time. It could be China."

The developments come during 
a consequential week for Trump, 
who will become the nation's 
45th president on Jan. 20.

Beginning Tuesday, the Senate 
is to hold the first of at least nine 
hearings this week on Trump's 
Cabinet picks. But Democrats 
have voiced objections to the 
pace set by the Republican major-
ity. The government ethics office 
says it hasn't received even draft 
financial disclosure reports for 
some of the nominees set to ap-
pear before Congress this week.

And on Wednesday, Trump is 
scheduled to hold a long-delayed 
news conference to describe his 
plans for his global business em-
pire to avoid conflicts of interest 
while he's president. 

While Trump has taken spo-
radic questions from reporters, it 
will be his first full-fledged news 
conference since July 27.

Questions about hacking swirl as Trump enters critical week

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans on Sunday 
defended their party against Democratic com-
plaints that Congress is being forced to consider 
nominees for Donald Trump's administration 
without completed ethics reviews.

"All of these little procedural complaints are re-
lated to their frustration in having not only lost 
the White House, but having lost the Senate," 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said on 
CBS' "Face the Nation."

"I understand that," he added, "but we need to 
sort of grow up here and get past that."

At issue is whether people picked by the presi-
dent elect — in some cases millionaires and bil-
lionaires with complex personal finances — would 
face conflicts of interest when it comes to oversee-
ing taxpayer spending. The Office of Government 
Ethics says in some cases the office hasn't received 
even draft financial disclosure reports for nomi-
nees appearing before Congress this week, when 
the Senate plans to hold at least nine confirmation 
hearings, beginning Tuesday. 

McConnell suggested the complaints amounted 
to sour grapes from a party that did poorly in the 
2016 congressional and presidential elections. 
The Kentucky Republican noted that Republicans 
were in the same boat eight years ago when they 
had to swiftly confirm multiple nominees who he 
described as "wildly liberal." But the director of 
the Office of Government Ethics, Walter Shaub, 
said the Republican management of the confirma-
tion hearings is unusual considering that that in 
See TRUMP, Page 14

McConnell: Dems should 
'grow up' and consider 

Trump nominees



TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — 
You thought last year’s 
College Football Play-
off championship game 
was great?

The rematch was even 
better. And it will take 
a place in the history 
books.

Clemson won its first 
national title since 1981 
with its 35-31 victory 
over top-ranked Ala-
bama on Monday night, 
avenging its 45-40 loss 
in last year’s champion-
ship game.

Heisman Trophy 
runner-up Deshaun 
Watson delivered as he 
has so many times in 
his career, throwing a 
2-yard touchdown pass 
to Hunter Renfrow with 
a second remaining 
to finish a night when 
the Tigers amassed 511 
yards against college 
football’s most vaunted 
defense.

Oh, and Clemson de-
nied Alabama a fifth 
national title in eight 
years.

Here are a few other 
epic games that belong 
in the club:

ALABAMA 45, CLEM-
SON 40 (2015)

With one big play af-
ter another — by both 
teams — Alabama beat 
Clemson in a thrill-a-
minute game. Heisman 
Trophy winner Derrick 
Henry ran for three 
touchdowns, including 
a 50-yarder to open the 

scoring. A daring on-
side kick with the score 
tied 24-all led to an Ala-
bama points explosion, 
with quarterback Jake 
Coker throwing for two 
long touchdowns to 
tight end O.J Howard. 
Oh, and Kenyan Drake 
returned a kickoff 95 
yards for another score. 
Clemson didn’t flinch. 
Clemson’s Watson 

threw four touchdown 
and had 478 total yards 
— 403 passing.

NOTRE DAME 10, 
MICHIGAN STATE 10 
(1966)

A tie is an epic? When 
it comes to this one, it 
tops the list. Ara Par-
seghian’s Notre Dame 
team came into the 
game unbeaten and 
ranked No. 1. Duffy 

Daugherty’s Michigan 
State team also was un-
beaten and ranked No. 
2. The game, sometimes 
referred to as the “Game 
of the Century,” ended 
in controversy as Notre 
Dame, playing at Spar-
tan Stadium, elected not 
to try for a score on the 
final series. The not-so-
Fighting Irish ended 
up No. 1 in the final AP 

poll. The game featured 
Terry Hanratty getting 
knocked out of the game 
after a sack by Michigan 
State’s Bubba Smith. 
The Irish had the ball 
with 1:01 left after rally-
ing to tie the score, and 
needed about 40 yards 
to get into Joe Azzaro’s 
field goal range. Par-
seghian chose to run 
out the clock. Alabama 

finished the same sea-
son 11-0-0.

MIAMI 31, NEBRAS-
KA 30 (1984 ORANGE 
BOWL)

Miami, which consid-
ered shutting down its 
program due to lack of 
interest several years 
earlier, pulled off one 
of the greatest upsets 
to win its first national 
title. Led by gawky yet 
efficient quarterback 
Bernie Kosar, Miami 
built an early lead and 
the hometown crowd 
rocked the Orange 
Bowl. The potent Corn-
huskers needed a trick 
play — a “fumbleroos-
ki” TD by lineman Dean 
Steinkuhler — to stay in 
the game. They pulled 
within a point with less 
than a minute left, but 
instead of kicking the 
extra point that would 
have assured a champi-
onship, coach Tom Os-
borne decided to go for 
the win with a 2-point 
try. Turner Gill’s pass 
was swatted away by 
Ken Calhoun, and Mi-
ami benefited when 
higher ranked teams 
lost in earlier bowl 
games and rose from 
fifth to No. 1 in the final 
AP poll.

OHIO STATE 31, MI-
AMI 24, 2 OT (2003 FI-
ESTA BOWL)

Miami was poised for 
another perfect season.

See TITLE, Page  13
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How sweep it is: HC takes
two against Western Texas
Howard women shine in rout of  Westerners

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Howard College’s Marie 
Tsoungui attempts a free throw 
against Western Texas College 
Monday.

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Howard College’s wom-
en’s basketball team had all 
the answers Monday night.

Need some inside scoring 
early in their game against 
Western Texas College? 
Check.

Need to score from the pe-
rimeter late? Check.

Need to shut down  WTC’s 
most consistent scorer in 
the second half? Check 
again.

Playing their most com-
plete game of the year, the 
Hawks remained undefeat-
ed in Western Junior Col-

lege Athletic Conference 
play with an 84-52 win over 
Western Texas in Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum Monday 
night.

Three Hawks scored in 
double figures. DeAuja 
Thompson led the way with 
22 points, followed by Fab-
rianna Dixon and Marie 
Tsoungui with 18 and 10 
points, respectively.

The only thorn in How-
ard’s side Monday was 
WTC’s Catara Samuel, who 
almost single-handedly 
kept the Westerners in the 
game in the early going, 
scoring 15 of her team-high 

21 points in the opening 
quarter. But Howard shut 
her down in the second 
half, and once that hap-
pened, Western became 
both out-manned and out-
gunned.

The Hawks, meanwhile, 
had all sorts of scoring op-
tions available. In the first 
half, Howard scored almost 
at will from the inside, but 
when Western Texas closed 
off the interior in the sec-
ond half, Howard began 
firing away from the the 
perimeter, sinking seven 
of its nine three-pointers in 
the final two quarters.

The end result had Head 
Coach Earl Diddle smiling 
afterward.

“I’m just pleased to 
death,” Diddle said. “After 
playing what I considered 
a national schedule on the 
road, this team certainly 
deserved to play like this. 
We shot the ball well, we 
took care of the ball, we 
made an adjustment at 
halftime on (Samuel) — she 
didn’t score anything in the 
second half.

“They executed really 
well,” Diddle added. “And 

See HC, Page 13

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Howard College men’s basketball coach Scott Raines talks to his team during a timeout 
of their game against Western Texas College Monday.

Hawks hold off  WTC
rally for 81-73 victory
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Apparently, the How-
ard College men’s bas-
ketball team doesn’t 
want things to go easy 
for them this season.

The Hawks watched 
their seemingly com-
fortable 22-point second 
half lead all but evapo-
rate going into the final 
minutes of their Monday 
game against Western 
Texas College. However, 
the Hawks regrouped in 
the late going and were 
able to hold off the West-
erners, 81-73, for their 
first Western Junior 
College Athletic Confer-
ence victory of the year.

The Hawks had rode 
an outstanding defen-
sive effort in the first 
half — at one stretch 
holding the Westerners 
scoreless for more than 
seven minutes — to 

build a hefty 43-21 lead 
with slightly more than 
18 minutes remaining in 
the game.

But the Westerners, 
led by University of 
Tulsa commit DaQuan 
Jeffries — caught fire, 
going on a 12-0 run to cut 
the deficit to 10 points, 
then gradually chiseled 
Howard’s lead further, 
eventually getting to 
within three points of 
the lead on a three-point-
er from Anton Bilous 
with 3:15 remaining.

That was as close as 
Western Texas got, how-
ever. Marcell Cherry 
and KJ Riley contrib-
uted vital free throws 
down the stretch, and 
Haywood Irwin added 
a three-pointer for good 
measure as the Hawks 
were able to hold on for 
the win.

See HAWKS, Page 13

‘Bama-Clemson sequel takes place among title game classics

AP photo

Members of the University of Clemson football team celebrate their 35-31 victory over 
Alabama in the College Football Playoff championship game Monday night.
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 5 of 5 - Easy

3 1 6 2 9 5 7 4 8

8 4 2 7 3 1 6 5 9

9 7 5 6 8 4 3 1 2

1 2 4 3 6 7 9 8 5

5 3 7 9 1 8 4 2 6

6 9 8 5 4 2 1 7 3

2 6 1 8 7 3 5 9 4

4 5 3 1 2 9 8 6 7

7 8 9 4 5 6 2 3 1
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

 PONTIAC GMC
www.shroyermotorcompany.com

424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 
  263-7625     432-770-1212    888-263-0017

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

$49,995

$32,995 $9,995

2015 3/4 Denali Duramax
40K Miles.

2015 Acadia SLT
12K Miles.

2007 Buick Lucerne
CXL

33K Miles.

2015 4X4 GMC SLT
Double Cab

6K Miles.

2013 Denali Crew
AWD

40K Miles.

$39,995 $39,995 27
99

47

Lost & Found

MISSING!
One years old

Jack Russell Terrier
Australian Shepard Mix.
Lost around West 18th

Please Call (432)270-0067

Help Wanted

Howard College is accepting appli-
cations for a full-time HVAC/Elec-
trician Tech on the Big Spring site. 
3 years related experience with a 
Refrigerant Recovery Certification 
B and valid Texas Drivers’ License 
required. Pre-employment physical 
and criminal background checks 
are required. Excellent benefits.

 For application and complete 
position notice visit 

www.howardcollege.edu. 
For more information contact: 

Human Resources, 1001 Birdwell 
Lane, Big Spring, TX 79720 or 

(432) 264-5100,
email

humanresources@howardcollege.
edu.

27
95

67

Accounting Assistant, know-
ledgeable in A/P, A/R, data
entry and payroll. Benefits
available include Health,
Dental & 401k, pay D.O.E.

Apply in person at 1611 S.
Gregg.

Assistant Director of Nursing-
Full Time
Charge Nurse- LVN Full Time
RN Nursing Supervisor- PRN
Maintenance Assistant- Full
Time
Activities Assistant- Full Time
Full Time Scheduler. No Li-
cense or Cert required.

Lamun-Lusk (432)268-8387
1809 US-87 Big Spring

79720

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work/construc-
tion. 1-2 years operator ex-
perience required. Dozer
experience a plus. Pay
DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100%
paid! Apply in person: 9400
S. Service Rd., Coahoma,
TX, or call 432-394-4604 for
more information.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING

STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
.tx.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Office Assistant
knowledge of accounting
quickbooks,
must have own transporta-
tion , confidentially is a must.
Please send resume to dayr-
pros@gmail.com

Cline Construction has imme-
diate opening for CDL-A
Driver. Apply in person at
1807 N. FM 700, Big Spring.

Crew Leaders and Crew
Techs. Will train. Vacation
and Holiday pay with
opportunity for advancement.
40+ hours/week. Apply @
Blast Masters 1711 E Hwy
350.

Dixie Electric is hiring, li-
censed electricians and ap-
prentices with experience.
We are also hiring, foreman,
linemen, and operators with
experience. CDL recommen-
ded.
Please contact Chris
Braswell at 432-924-2180 or
Josef Nairn at 432-213-0425.
You can also apply in person
at 3611 N Hwy 87, Big Spring
Texas.

We are hiring Maintenance
with electrical knowledge
Experience in the field; we
offer attractive salary,
constant training and an
excellent work environment.
If you are interested please
apply in person @ 2501
Fairchild No Phone Calls.

Help Wanted

Full-time Registered
Nurse Needed
***$3000 Sign-on Bonus***
We offer an excellent salary,
insurance, 401K, and paid
time off.
If interested please email
lrackard@homehospicewtx.c
om
Equal opportunity employer.

La Quinta Inn @
1102 W. I-20 is hiring for
housekeeping. Apply in
person. NO phone calls.

Now Hiring
CDL Driver
Full-Time
Call (432) 664-0652

Superod is hiring for all posi-
tions if interested inquire at
the corporate located 610 S
Main

Management Position:
Wild West Wingz is currently
looking for experienced man-
agement personal. Strong kit-
chen skills with retail and
management experience pre-
ferred. Updated Resumes
can be sent to: 1506 East 4th
Street, Big Spring, Tx. 79720
or apply in person from 2pm-
4pm daily. No phone calls ac-
cepted.

TEXASTONE QUARRIES
Is hiring full time laborers to
work in the plant and also in
the quarry. Benefits avail-
able. Apply in person: 1400
Sherrod Rd., Garden City or
call 432-354-2569

Help Wanted

Complex Community
Federal Credit Union is now
accepting applications for the
Teller position in Big Spring,
Texas.

The Teller provides full
service to the member by
processing all financial
transactions accurately and
in a timely manner, answers
questions of the members
and utilizes knowledge of
available credit union
products and services to
expand member
relationships.

Qualifications include:
Previous cash handling
experience, proven
communication skills, High
School Diploma, at least 18
years of age and a member
focused attitude.

This full time position comes
with medical, dental, vision,
401(k) and more.

Applications can be found
and dropped off at any
branch location or at 503
East FM 700 in Big Spring.

Items for Sale
32.41 Acres bordered on 3
sides by the Morgan Ranch.
Excellent deer hunting. Close
to Country Club. 40 gpm
water well. $185,000 or Make
Offer. Email
sandysmith15@earthlink.net.

Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$400/full cord, & $220/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Public Notice
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that
original Letters Testament-
ary for the Estate of GLADYS
VIRGINIA HARTLEY, De-
ceased, were issued on
December 30, 2016, in
Cause No. 423, pending in
the County Court of Glass-
cock County, Texas, to:
GERRY HARTLEY SHORT
and BEVERLY HARTLEY
HARP.

All persons having claims
against this Estate which is
currently being administered
are required to present them
to present them to the under-
signed within the time and in
the manner prescribed by
law.

c/o: Gerry Hartley Short
240 E. Currie

Garden City, TX 79739

DATED the 6th day of
January, 2017

Joshua Hamby
Attorney for GERRY
HARTLEY SHORT and
BEVERLY HARTLEY HARP
State Bar No.: 24034471
107 W. 4th St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
Telephone: (432) 263-8395
Facsimile: (432) 263-4798
Email:
hambyfirm@yahoo.com

#9275 January 10, 2017
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Real Estate for Rent
1 acre of land for RV/Mobile
Home (not in trailer park)
for $500/month
Call 432-213-5631

1 left-kingsize(4rms) 1 bdrm
furnished apt. $600.00. Su-
per private. 1 person only.
nonsmoking/pets.
wtr.gas,elec paid. Expect to
see very nice apt. Credit
qualify. 611 Runnels
432-270-0707

1010 A Nolan. New duplex. 2
bed/2 bath w/kitchen appli-
ances. No bills paid
$975/month, $500/dep.
Call 432-267-7449 or
432-634-8101

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319

1206 East 11th Place. 3 bed,
2 bath, 2 car garage, CH/A,
living/dining room. $1,400/
month plus deposit.

602 George 3 Bedroom/1
Bath
1250 month plus deposit.

No HUD/no bills paid.
(432) 267-2296

1401 Lincoln
2 Bed / 1 Bath
Fenced yard
C/HA
Shop in back
Rent 750 Dep 600
816-6992

1732 Purdue- 3 BDR, 2 bath,
CH/CA, tile floors. Rent 1075,
deposit 900. Application re-
quired. 432.816.1255

2 & 3 bedroom house.
Rental references required.
Call Randy 432-466-9358 for
details. No text please!

2402 Marcy Drive
3 bedroom.
Nice house w/garage
$1000/month, $900/deposit
No HUD/No pets/No smoking
Rental references required.
Call 432-270-3849

2507 Cindy- 3 BDR, 2 bath,
CH/CA, New Carpet. Rent
1075, deposit 900. Applica-
tion required. 432.816.1255

2503 Alamesa
2 bedroom /1bath
C/HA .
$899 month/$750 deposit
Call (432)517-2876

3 Bedroom /1 Bath
C/HA , Laundry room, Walk
In Closet, No Pets & No
Smoking.
Newly remodeled
Large Fenced in back yard
near the High School.
1500 Month/ 1200 Deposit
For more info call
432-631-1994

Now renting 2 & 3 bedroom
Ponderosa Apartments East
6th Street.
Call 432-263-6319

Real Estate for Rent
3202 Auburn- 3 BDR, 1 bath,
1Garage, CH/CA, tile floors.
Rent 850, deposit 750. Ap-
plication required,
432.816.1255

3605 La Junta
4 Bed/ 2 Bath
C/HA
Fenced Yard.
Rent $1,100
Deposit $500
Call 267-1543

3704 Calvin. 3 bed, 1 bath.
Brick, CH/A. $900/month,
$900/dep. No HUD/no
pets/nonsmoker. Rental
references required. Call
432-270-3849 for more info.

4104 Muir. 2 bed, 2 bath,
2 living areas, CH/A.
Rental References required.
$1,000/month, $900/dep.
Prefer non-smoker/
no HUD/no pets.
Call 432-270-3849

605 N. Main. Very clean 2
bed, 2 bath, all appliances.
No pets/smoking.
$1,300/month, $1,300/dep,
all bills paid. References
required. Call 432-213-2319

Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

**JANUARY MOVE IN SPE-
CIAL**

$99 First Month Rent
plus deposit

1, 2, & 3 bedrooms

• Pools
• Covered Parking

Ponderosa Apartments
1425 E. 6th St.
432-263-6319

OFFICE SUITE AVAILABLE.
1510 Scurry Suite B Excel-
lent Location. Two Offices
with reception area. $700.00
a month plus security depos-
it. Call 432-263-5000 for
more information

Owner Finance
1010 Dogwood
Forsan School District
3 Bed/ 2 bath
2 Car garage
Very Nice with Storage Build-
ing on Half Acre
$10,000 down $1,078.19 a
Month
Call 432-517-2876

Real Estate for Sale
0BR/0BA .23 acre residential
lot $14,900 Horseshoe Bay,
Tx. Paved road with under-
ground water and electric util-
ities. Beautiful lot in se-
cluded area. Wet weather
creek running along the back
of the lot. Owner financing
possible with 20% down.
512-755-1697
b1z19kc5w@verizon.net

0BR/0BA .23 acre residential
lot $14,900 Horseshoe Bay,
Tx. Paved road with under-
ground water and electric util-
ities. Beautiful lot in se-
cluded area. Wet weather
creek running along the back
of the lot. Owner financing
possible with 20% down.
512-755-1697
b1z19kc5w@verizon.net

House for sale in Forsan, TX
3 Bed/ 1 Bath
1,500 square feet
15K cash
Call Mike 469-544-9503
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds
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279778

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

TREE TRIMMING

Prune Trees, Shrubs, Hedges,
Tree Removal & Mow Lawns

432-270-0485 263097

2012

2015

2016

TREE SERVICE

27
88

27

LAWN & TREE TRIMMING
FREE ESTIMATES

432-270-8049

Larry's 
COMPLETE

A+

 PAINTING 

27
92

14

J.P'S
Reliable Residential

Painting
Locally owned, for all
your painting needs

Call
432-212-0543

People just like you
read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds. 

Call us today at 
263-7331

and place your ad.

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

HANDYMAN

27
93

90

CS
 HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small
Paint, Drywall, Etc.

Residential 
Interior - Exterior

432-270-5608

TRUCKING

Winch Trucks
Pole Trucks
Crane Truck
Slick Backs

One Ton/Gooseneck
with winch

Tractor Work
All Types

Different Attachments
Including Backhoe

Forklift

Jr. Melendez - Owner
(432) 466-1754
(432) 213-4547

Welding ad Fabricating
Shops, Carports, Fences

BBQ Pits, etc.

Leased to Rig Runners, Inc.

26
79

27

TREE TRIMMING

27
94

11

Lion in The
Tree Trimming

Services
Pruning, Trimming & ??

FREE ESTIMATES
Call

Nathan @ 432-307-8369
or  Sam @ 432-816-3323
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFINGCONSTRUCTION

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

27
97

39

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CONSTRUCTION

Voted Best In Roofing & 
Best In Home Improvement Contractor

Kenn Construction
• Roofing & Construction

• Immediate Schedules Available
• Most Roofs Completed In One Day

• Custom Kitchen & Baths
• Hand Crafted Cabinetry & Tile

Big Spring Owned and Operated

432-267-2296
Kennconstr@basin-net.net 278513

2016

STORAGE

27
85

03

AAA MINI STORAGE
3301 E. FM 700 • Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-0732
1/2 Off 1st Month and no deposit

Business Hrs.:
Mon.-Fri. 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
SUNDAY CLOSED

ROOFING

DB Roo ng & Construction
Locally Owned

Specializing In All Aspects Of Roo ng
• Commercial Roofs • Metal • Torch Down

Redecks & Residential
Competitive Prices

The Right Choice In Roo ng Since 1987
432-213-7277 27

85
36

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

HOUSE PAINTING
27

72
26

Free Estimates

Grumpy Old Men
House Painting

Our wives wants us out of the house!
House Painting

Call Sonny at 432-741-5741
or Brad at 254-702-7986

Facebook
Grumpy Old Men House Painting

Both live in the Big Spring Area

PEREZ
CONCRETE AND CONSTRUCTION

Commercial |  Industrial  |  Residential

Foundations • Retaining Walls • Curbs • Fences
Storm Cellars

279765
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 5 of 5 - Easy

1 9 5

8 4 3 6 9

5 6 3 1

2 4 7 8 5

9 8

6 9 5 1 7

6 1 3 5

4 3 2 6 7

4 5 3
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Holiday
MatHis

The Sun, Uranus and 
Metrics

      There are certain 
metrics that matter to 
you. Maybe it’s the 
distance you move 
in a day; maybe it’s 
an amount of money 
saved or a number of 
customers connected 
with. The sun and Ura-
nus angle to suggest 
keeping track of statis-
tics to prevent gener-
alities from obscuring 
your success. The 
actual numbers will be 
eye-opening. 
      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). You 
can prevent future 
discomfort by asking 
more questions about 
an upcoming social 
event. After all, if you 
don’t know exactly 
what the occasion is, 
it’s hard to dress for it. 
      TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You 
recognize that look 
when you see it -- like 
they’ve been tricked 
before and they’re not 
about to be again. The 
thing is, you’re not out 
to trick anyone. You’re 
the real deal. You’ll 
earn trust, in time. 
      GEMINI (May 

21-June 21). People 
you don’t know have 
something valuable to 
offer, even if you never 
so much as talk to 
them: Social osmosis 
is real! Spending time 
in a public or shared 
space will lead to 
good fortune, so make 
it happen.
      CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Give sec-
ond chances. You may 
be disappointed yet 
again, but you’ll nev-
er regret making the 
more compassionate 
choice. In fact, you’ll 
feel better regardless 
of how the other per-
son responds.
      LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22). You give 
your love in such a 
big-hearted way that 
it’s hard for you to 
imagine withholding 
attention or affection 
to gain a certain affect. 
However, such tough-
love tactics may serve 
an important purpose 
now. 
      VIRGO (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22). There’s 
nothing hard about 
having happy rela-
tionships today. Your 
sunny attitude attracts 
people who casual-
ly give you exactly 
what you need, and if 
they want anything in 
return, it will be some-
thing that’s easy for 
you to give.
      LIBRA (Sept. 
23-Oct. 23). You see 
things others don’t, 
which is why the solu-
tion that is so clear to 
you is not being pro-
duced. Take the lead. 
Gently point out what’s 

missing. Use the 
diplomacy and charm 
that is your birthright. 
      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). When 
you operate inside a 
group of people who 
are already very tight 
with one another it 
could make you feel 
like an outsider. With 
subtle intention, you’ll 
be able to penetrate 
defenses and get as 
“inside” as you want 
to be.
      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). No 
matter how busy you 
get, if there’s time to 
do a thing, there’s time 
to do it right. Today’s 
odd luck: The right 
way will also happen 
to be a rather quick 
fix. 
      CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Hitting the right tone 
will be important. If 
you’re strictly rational, 
the others will think 
that you don’t care. If 
you’re too emotional, 
they’ll be uncomfort-
able with how much 
you care. A moderate 
investment is what’s 
needed. 
      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). There’s 
charm in the mun-
dane! It takes a soul-
ful, curious eye to see 
it. Go on and make a 
big deal out of small 
things. You’ll love the 
conversations you get 
into. 
      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). As you 
focus on executing 
a job very well, other 
seemingly unrelated 
aspects of life will im-

prove. Power dynam-
ics are shifting. You’re 
starting to get a sense 
of your influence, 
which is growing.
      TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Jan. 10). You 
get scientific about 
your happiness, and 
this measured ap-
proach works won-
ders. Practical steps 
repeated will be the 
magical formula for 
changing your life in 
a very positive way. 
Your domestic scene 
gets upgrades in April. 
Close relationships 
take you on an ad-
venture in July. Octo-
ber brings a windfall. 
Aquarius and Taurus 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 9, 20, 
16, 44 and 3.   
      ASTROLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS: “I am 
a 24-year-old Aries. I 
work for an investment 
bank, go to school and 
am pursuing an acting 
career. Sometimes I 
feel so overwhelmed. I 
feel like quitting my job 
and bartending. Also, 
I have been on and off 
with this 24-year-old 
Sagittarius. He con-
fuses me so much. 
I really like him and 
I’ve tried to move on, 
but it’s like something 
keeps telling me to 
hold on. He tells me 
that he loves me and 
that he wants us to 
work, but he is afraid 
that things might not 
work out. We are so 
much alike. I would 
like to know if this re-
lationship is worth my 
time and energy.” 
      No, it’s not. Also, 

don’t quit your job and 
bartend. It won’t be 
any easier than what 
you’re doing now and 
is basically a lateral 
move that won’t solve 
anything. The fast-
est way to becoming 
happy on a day-to-day 
basis is to get more 
sleep. As an Aries, 
you love to take on 
more than you can 
easily accomplish. 
You might opt to take 
fewer credits at school 
next quarter or even 
drop a class in favor of 
some ZZZs. If you can 
stop obsessing about 
this Sagittarius, that 
will free up more ener-
gy and leave a space 
for your own peace of 
mind to drop in -- and 
someone new will 
come after that.
      CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Two-time world 
heavyweight boxing 
champion George 
Foreman shows his 
Capricorn business 
acumen in a variety 
of successful busi-
nesses. From grills 
to menswear to race 
cars, his winning spirit 
and can-do attitude 
give his ventures 
a powerful punch. 
Foreman was born 
under the moon of 
determination, Taurus. 
And with Mercury and 
Mars in quick-thinking 
Aquarius, he’s a man 
of the future. 
 
To write to Holiday Mathis, 

visit www.creators.com/
author/holiday-mathis and 

click “Contact.”
COPYRIGHT 2017 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Witnesses of Abuse

      Dear Annie: My 
daughter and I have 
witnessed aggressive 
acts in public areas 
and are at a loss as 
to what, if any, action 
we should take. The 
most recent example 
was when we watched 

a man yelling at what 
appeared to be his 
significant other. He 
grabbed her by the 
arm, forcefully placed 
her in the car and 
buckled her seat belt. 
Then he went into 
the store, and she 
sat there, not moving 
and keeping her head 
down. We wanted to 
approach the wom-

an and ask whether 
she was OK, but we 
feared he was watch-
ing from the store. 
Another situation 
involved a young child 
between the ages of 
3 and 5 with a cast on 
his arm. His guardian 
grabbed him by the 
other arm and threw 
him into the back seat 
of the car. There have 
been other situations, 
as well.
      What does one do 
or say without making 
the victim’s life even 
worse later when the 
victim and abuser are 
out of sight? Each 
time, we looked for 
a police officer, but 

none was around. 
Annie, this just breaks 
our hearts, but what 
does a bystander do? 
-- Tears and Fears for 
the Victims All Over
      Dear Tears: You 
were right to want to 
act. If you see such 
violence, you should 
call 911 immediately 
or find a police officer. 
Our justice system 
values and supports 
citizens speaking up 
when they see some-
one in danger, and 
there are laws in place 
to protect those who 
do so. These Good 
Samaritan laws pro-
tect these honorable 
citizens from legal 

liability should their 
good intentions have 
unintended conse-
quences. Familiarize 
yourself with the laws 
in your state.
      As Albert Einstein 
said, the world will 
be destroyed not by 
those who do evil but 
by those who watch 
them without doing 
anything. By standing 
up for what you know 
is right and defending 
people who aren’t in 
a position to defend 
themselves, you are 
saving the world, one 
good deed at a time.
      Dear Annie: 
My sister-in-law is 
organizing a family 
vacation at a beach 
house, supposedly to 
celebrate my daugh-
ter’s engagement. My 
daughter doesn’t want 
to go, and the trip 
comes at a time when 
we will be really busy. 
The trip feels more 
like a getaway for the 
other family members 
than an actual cele-
bration for my daugh-
ter. How can we stop 
this madness? -- Feel-
ing Awkward
      Dear Awkward: 
That’s odd indeed. If 
it’s really your daugh-
ter’s party, then she 
can call it off if she 
wants to. She should 
tell her aunt that she 
really appreciates the 
thought but the timing 
just won’t work -- and 
that she hopes they’ll 

enjoy the getaway 
themselves all the 
same. I have a feeling 
they will.
      Dear Annie: Your 
response to “Carol in 
Florida” regarding her 
experience with a per-
son who got way too 
close while she was 
interacting with phar-
macy staff was on the 
mark but left out an 
important detail. This 
fellow’s behavior was 
probably a HIPAA pri-
vacy violation, and the 
staff member should 
have immediately rec-
ognized it as such and 
taken steps necessary 
to stop this intrusion. If 
Carol believes that her 
privacy was breached, 
she may wish to file 
a complaint. This can 
be done at https://
www.hhs.gov. In my 
opinion, the person 
most in the wrong 
here was the assistant 
pharmacist for doing 
nothing. He or she 
needs to brush up on 
HIPAA rules. -- Minne-
sota Pharmacist of 42 
Years
 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. To find out 
more about Annie Lane 

and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 

columnists and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.

com.
COPYRIGHT 2017 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Real Estate for Sale

NICE BUILDING LOCATION
IN SOUGHT AFTER
FORSAN ISD - COUNTRY
LIVING WITH CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO TOWN!
WATER WELL, SEPTIC AND
ELECTRIC POLE PRESENT
ON THE PROPERTY BUT
MUST BE VERIFIED. A
PORTION OF THE LAND
HAS ALREADY BEEN
CLEARED OFF! BUILD
YOUR DREAM HOME HERE
AND ENJOY THE WILDLIFE!
MOTIVATED SELLER! CALL
ME TO TAKE A LOOK AT
THIS PROPERTY. IT WONʼT
LAST LONG! CONTACT
MIQUE YARBAR AT
432-213-5259 FOR INFO.
BROKERAGE: C. LARSON
REAL ESTATE

Price Reduced 

Take the 
Direct 
Route 
to a
NEW 
CAR
The Classifieds make it 
easy to buy or sell your 
vehicle without the 
middle man, and that 
means more money in 
your pocket!

The Big Spring 
Herald Classifieds
In print, online! 
www.bigspringherald.com

Place an Ad Today!
Rates start at

$35
for a week!

Call 
432.263.7331 
or email your ad to 

classifieds@bigspringherald.com
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID
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	 FSN	 38
	 Sports
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	 A&E	 58
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	 DISC	 60
	 Discovery

		  :AM	
	 5	 :30

Good Day Como Dice 
el Dicho

Paid CBS 7 Early Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

Newswest 9 Rocks (Off Air) Mister Ed Paid Married Arrow SportsCenter Mike & Mike Paid Shooter  
(DVS)

Paid Outlaw 
Empires Paid Uri Harel Lucy Paid Married Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 6	 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Feldick News Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Dollars World Brady King/Hill Married Charmed SportsCenter College 
Wrestling: 
Missouri at 
Oklahoma.

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Escaping 
Polygamy

Killing Fields 
Robison Upd Ready Jet Hillbillies King/Hill Married

		  :AM	
	 7	 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Business CBS This 
Morning 

Today Light of the 
Southwest

Nature Leave Cheaters Married Charmed SportsCenter CSI: Crime 
Scene

Escaping 
Polygamy

Killing Fields 
Wom Curious Leave Cops Rel. Married

		  :AM	
	 8	 :30

Planet Cat in the Perry Mason Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Charmed SportsCenter The Auto 
Show

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Escaping 
Polygamy

Almost, 
AwayDivorce Tiger King

		  :AM	
	 9	 :30

The 700 
Club 

Judge Mathis LIVE with 
Kelly 

De’siónes Today Sondra Splash Matlock Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Supernatural First Take SportsCenter Tennis NCIS  (DVS) Escaping 
Polygamy

Almost, 
AwayTormenta 

de Pasiones 
(SS)

R. Booker Sesame King
		  :AM	
	 10	 :30

The View Amor bravío Hot The Price Is 
Right

Today Creation Dinosaur Diagnosis 
Murder

Jerry 
Springer 

Cleveland Supernatural SportsCenter NCIS  (DVS) Escaping 
Polygamy

Almost, 
AwayHot Dollars Peg Cleveland

		  :AM	
	 11	 :30

Paid Noticiero TMZ Live Young & 
Restless

Mujeres 
Ambiciosas 
(SS)

Minute Dr. Young Super The Big 
Valley 

Jerry 
Springer 

American Supernatural SportsCenter Dan Le 
Batard

NHL Hockey: 
Stars at 
Kings

NCIS  (DVS) Escaping 
Polygamy

Almost, 
AwayPaid Hoy (SS) Minute R. Booker Thomas American

		  :PM	
	 12	 :30

The Chew The Real News Days of our 
Lives

Upd Clifford G’nsmoke Paid American Supernatural Outside First Take NCIS  (DVS) Escaping 
Evil

Almost, 
AwayBold HaYesod Sesame G’nsmoke Paid American Football

		  :PM	
	 1	 :30

General 
Hospital

A Que No 
Me Dejas

Cleveland The Talk Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

McDonald Mexican Bonanza The Doctors Fam. Guy Bones NFL Insiders UFC Re-
loaded

NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Gang Wars: 
OaklandDivorce Chevalme Ciao Italia Fam. Guy

		  :PM	
	 2	 :30

Rachael Ray Como Dice 
el Dicho

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Lo Mejor Ellen DeGe-
neres

Light of the 
Southwest

Moveable Rifleman Judge New Girl Bones NFL Live Football NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Gang Wars: 
OaklandKitchen Rifleman Judge New Girl The Jump

		  :PM	
	 3	 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Mathis Harry María Ce-
leste

Dr. Phil Odd CHiPs Robert Irvine Friends Bones Nation NFL Live NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Killing Fields 
Justice Odd Friends Question

		  :PM	
	 4	 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Two Men FamFeud Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

News Retro Wild Kratt MacGyver Cops Rel. Friends Bones Around Nation Polaris NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Killing Fields 
Jdg Judy Broke Girl News Inside Ed. Cros Arthur Cleveland Friends Pardon Question Full Court

		  :PM	
	 5	 :30

Local 2 Hotel The List News Tele News Justice Focus Mama’s American Seinfeld Movie:	
Divergent, 
Ashley Judd	 
(DVS)

SportsCenter Around Bask NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Moonshiners 
ABC Notic. Mod Fam CBS Noticiero News Called Business Mama’s American Seinfeld Pardon C’boys
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Jeopardy! Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Big Bang News Caso Cer-
rado

News J. McGee PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld College 
Basketball

College 
Basketball

Big East NCIS  (DVS) Leah Remini Moonshiners 
Wheel Big Bang ET News HaYesod M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld Sportsday
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Middle Despertar 
Contigo

New Girl NCIS  (DVS) Silvana Sin 
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The Wall Upd Nazi Mega 
Weapons

Griffith The Flash Big Bang Champ 
Spotlight

WWE 
SmackDown! 

Leah Remini Moonshin-
ers: Outlaw House The Mick M:25 Griffith Big Bang

		  :PM	
	 8	 :30

Fresh- Vino el Amor (:01) Bones Bull La Doña 
(SS)

This Is Us Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Experience 

MacGyver No Tomor-
row 

Big Bang Good Be-
havior

College 
Basketball: 
Indiana at 
Maryland.

College 
Basketball: 
Kansas at 
Oklahoma.

Stars In. Leah Remini Moonshiners 
O’Neals Big Bang Stars Pre.

		  :PM	
	 9	 :30

S.H.I.E.L.D. El color de la 
pasión

News NCIS: New 
Orleans

El Chema 
(SS)

Chicago Fire Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang (8:57) Good 
Behavior

NHL Hockey: 
Dallas Stars 
at Anaheim 
Ducks.

Shooter  
(DVS)

To Be An-
nounced

(:01) Killing 
FieldsTMZ Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang
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Local 2 Impacto Mod Fam News Tele News With Schol-
ars

Charlie Rose C. Burnett King Conan (9:54) The 
Last Ship
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mel Live
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Show
Perry Mason King DRL Drone 
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	 11	 :30
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Leah Remini (:02) Killing 
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Postgame
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	 12	 :30

Extra La Mujer del How I Met El Chema 
(SS)

Upd (Off Air) Alfred Hitch-
cock Hr.

Raising The Last 
Ship 

SportsCenter NHL Hockey: 
Stars at 
Ducks

Shooter  
(DVS)

Leah Remini (12:02) 
MoonshinersPaid Middle Insider News Chevalme Cheaters Seinfeld Jalen
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	 1	 :30

Paid A Que No 
Me Dejas

Law Order: 
CI

ET Pagado (:08) Today Light of the 
Southwest

Mannix Cheaters Movie:	A 
Perfect 
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The Last 
Ship 

SportsCenter 30 for 30 Law Order: 
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To Be An-
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(:02) Moon-
shinersPaid Paid De’siónes Paid
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	 2	 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

P. Luche Movie (:07) CBS 
Overnight 
News 

Pelicula:	
El Niño y el 
Papa	(SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Ironside Paid (1:57) The 
Last Ship

SportsCenter 30 for 30 UFC Un-
leashed

Law Order: 
CI

To Be An-
nounced

Airplane 
Repo Hotel Paid

		  :AM	
	 3	 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Daly In Touch 77 Sunset 
Strip 

Paid Married (2:58) The 
Last Ship

SportsCenter Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Airplane 
Repo Early Tdy Paid Married Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 4	 :30

Morning Impacto Friends Pagado Early Tdy D Stringer Brooks Paid Married (3:59) Law & 
Order

SportsCenter Mike and 
Mike

Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Airplane 
Repo AgDay Noticiero Paid Pagado Early Tdy Cros D. Reed Paid Married Paid Paid

TUESDAY	 JAN.	10

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
the 10th day of 2017. There are 
355 days left in the year.

Today's Highlights in 
History:

On Jan. 10, 1967, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, in his 
State of the Union address, 
asked Congress to impose a 
surcharge on both corporate 
and individual income taxes to 
help pay for his "Great Society" 
programs as well as the war in 
Vietnam. That same day, 
Massachusetts Republican 
Edward W. Brooke, the first 
black elected to the U.S. Senate 
by popular vote, took his seat.

On this date:
In 1776, Thomas Paine anon-

ymously published his influen-
tial pamphlet, "Common 
Sense," which argued for 
American independence from 
British rule.

In 1861, Florida became the 
third state to secede from the 
Union.

In 1870, John D. Rockefeller 
incorporated Standard Oil.

In 1917, legendary Western 
frontiersman and showman 
William F. "Buffalo Bill" Cody 
died at his sister's home in 
Denver at age 70.

In 1920, the League of Nations 
was established as the Treaty 

of Versailles (vehr-SY') went 
into effect.

In 1946, the first General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
convened in London. The first 
manmade contact with the 
moon was made as radar sig-
nals transmitted by the U.S. 
Army Signal Corps were 
bounced off the lunar surface.

In 1947, the musical fantasy 
"Finian's Rainbow," with music 
by Burton Lane and lyrics by 
E.Y. Harburg, opened on 
Broadway.

In 1957, Harold Macmillan 
became prime minister of 
Britain, following the resigna-
tion of Anthony Eden.

In 1971, "Masterpiece 
Theatre" premiered on PBS 
with host Alistair Cooke intro-
ducing the drama series "The 
First Churchills." French fash-
ion designer Coco Chanel died 
in Paris at age 87.

In 1984, the United States and 
the Vatican established full 
diplomatic relations for the 
first time in more than a cen-
tury.

In 1994, President Bill 
Clinton, attending a NATO 
summit meeting in Brussels, 
Belgium, announced comple-
tion of an agreement to remove 
all long-range nuclear missiles 
from the former Soviet repub-
lic of Ukraine.

In 2000, America Online 
announced it was buying Time 
Warner for $162 billion (the 
merger, which proved disas-

trous, ended in Dec. 2009).
Ten years ago: President 

George W. Bush said he took 
responsibility for any mistakes 
in Iraq and announced an 
increase in U.S. troops there to 
quell violence. The Democratic-
controlled House voted 315-116 
to increase the federal mini-
mum wage to $7.25 an hour.

Five years ago: Former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney won the New 
Hampshire Republican prima-
ry. 

One year ago: French 
President Francois Hollande 
(frahn-SWAH' oh-LAWND') 
and other dignitaries held a 
special ceremony to honor 
those killed in Islamic extrem-
ist attacks around Paris in 
2015. David Bowie, the chame-
leon-like star who transformed 
the sound and the look of rock 
with his audacious creativity s, 
died in New York. 

This Date 
In History

® 2016 The Associated Press.
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A decades-long Baylor 
fan got emotional with 
coach Scott Drew after 
the Bears won their last 
game to remain one of 
two undefeated teams 
in the country.

The fan told Drew, “I 
thought we could go to 
a Final Four, but I nev-
er thought I’d see the 
day when Baylor was 
ranked No. 1.”

That day came Mon-
day, when the Bears (15-
0) moved up a spot to the 
top of The Associated 
Press men’s basketball 
poll for the first time.

Baylor wasn’t even 

getting votes in the Top 
25 poll at the start of the 
season two months ago, 
when its football team 
was in the midst of a 7-6 
season overshadowed 
by scandal. Coach Art 
Briles was fired last 
May after an investiga-
tion that determined 
the school mishandled 
assault claims for 
years, including several 
against football players.

Now Baylor is the 59th 
school to be ranked No. 
1 since the AP men’s 
basketball poll started 
in the 1948-49 season. 
And the two-time na-
tional champion Lady 
Bears remain No. 2 in 
the women’s poll.

“It’s great seeing the 
excitement for Baylor 
University, and seeing 
the people that care so 
much about the univer-
sity be able to smile and 
be excited,” said Drew, 
who took over a tattered 
program when he ar-
rived on the Waco cam-
pus in 2003.

Even new football 
coach Matt Rhule, hired 
last month, was in the 
front row of the student 
section for Saturday 
night’s win over Okla-
homa State.

“I think we’re on that 
trajectory upward,” 
said Mack Rhoades, 
who took over as Bay-
lor’s athletic director in 

August. 
Baylor got 55 of 65 first-

place votes to replace 
Villanova on top after 
the defending national 
champion lost to But-
ler, leaving the Bears 
and No. 5 Gonzaga (15-
0) as the only unbeaten 
teams. The Wildcats (15-
1) got one first-place vote 
and dropped to third.

The Big 12 is 1-2 in the 
poll, with Kansas (14-1) 
moving from third to 
second with eight first-
place votes. UCLA (16-1) 
stayed fourth with the 
other first-place vote.

Kentucky, Duke, 
Creighton, Florida 
State and West Virginia 
rounded out the top 10, 

followed by North Caro-
lina, Butler, Oregon, 
Louisville, Xavier, Ari-
zona, Purdue, Wiscon-
sin, Virginia and Notre 
Dame. The last ranked 
teams are Saint Mary’s, 
Cincinnati, Florida and 
Minnesota, with Kansas 
State and Southern Cali-
fornia tied for 25th.

Minnesota’s first 
ranking in four seasons 
provides a Top 25 father-
son duo with Louisville 
coach Rick Pitino and 
the younger Richard Pi-
tino with the Gophers. 
Kansas State was last 
ranked in 2013-14. Vir-
ginia Tech and Indiana, 
earlier as high as No. 3, 
dropped out of the poll.

When Drew got to 
Baylor in 2003, the pro-
gram was ravaged by 
the murder of a player 
by a teammate and scan-
dalized by the former 

coach who had tried to 
cover up NCAA viola-
tions in the aftermath. 
There were significant 
scholarship and recruit-
ing restrictions, and 
even a season when the 
Bears were only allowed 
to play only their Big 12 
Conference games.

They overcame all 
that, going to six NCAA 
Tournaments in the last 
nine seasons and twice 
getting to regional fi-
nals before losing to the 
eventual national cham-
pion.

“Everyone has goals 
and dreams, but few 
have the reality to see 
them achieved,” Drew 
said. “When we were 
scouring the cam-
pus to fill out half the 
team with walk-ons, 
we dreamed of one day 
having a chance to be 
ranked No. 1.”

HAWKS
Continued from Page 7

Cherry led all scor-
ers with 25 points, and 
Riley and Dante Scott 
chipped in 12 and 11 
points, respectively, 
for the Hawks, who im-
proved to 11-4 overall 
and 1-1 in conference 
play with the win.

Jeffries led a trio of 
Westerners in double 
figures with 21 points.

HC Head Coach Scott 
Raines said his team 
has to figure out a way 
to avoid late meltdowns 
such as the one Monday.

“First off, the first half 
was a well as we’re go-
ing to play defensively. 
The guys played really 
hard and competed,” 
Raines said. “(The sec-
ond half was a) good les-
son for us: We’re a little 
young, and we came out 
and weren’t aggressive 
in the second half and 
(the Westerners were). 

But I thought Marcel 
Cherry’s aggression re-
ally helped us, and KJ 
Riley played 29 minutes 
and had only one turn-
over at the point … I 
was really pleased with 
out effort overall. We’ve 
got to learn to play with 
a lead. As soon as you 
let down, bad things are 
going to happen.”

With a young team on 
his hands — the Hawks 
only boast four sopho-
mores in the lineup — 
Raines realizes that the 
rest of the season will 

likely be a battle.
“We are getting bet-

ter,” he said. “If we 
can keep extending our 
stretches of good basket-
ball, I’ll take these guys 
over a lot of teams in 
our conference.”

The Hawks return to 
action Thursday at Mid-
land College. Tip-off is 
set for 7:30 p.m.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 432-263-
7331, ext. 235, or email 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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They were a unanimous 
No. 1 choice riding a 34-
game winning streak. 
Ohio State also was un-
beaten, ranked No. 2, 
but appeared to be no 
match for the speedy 
‘Canes. Led by fresh-
man running back Mau-
rice Clarett, though, 
Ohio State outplayed 
Miami for much of the 
game. But it was a still 
debated pass interfer-
ence call in overtime 
that gave the Buckeyes 
another chance, and 
they won 31-24 in double 
OT. With his team down 
24-17 and facing fourth 
down in OT, Craig Kren-
zel’s pass into the end 
zone was called incom-
plete by one official, but 
another ruled interfer-
ence against Miami. 
Ohio State then tied it, 
and won it in the second 
OT for its first national 
crown in 34 years.

TEXAS 41, SOUTH-

ERN CALIFORNIA 38 
(2006 ROSE BOWL)

This game was like 
Alabama-Clemson for 
excitement, but had 
an even wilder finish. 
It was a No. 1 vs. No. 
2 game, and USC was 
loaded — with two Heis-
man winners in run-
ning back Reggie Bush 
and quarterback Matt 
Leinart. Like Clemson’s 
Deshaun Watson, Texas 
QB Vince Young piled 
up over 400 total yards, 
but his Longhorns came 
out a winner when he 
scored on fourth down 
in the closing seconds.

FLORIDA STATE 34, 
AUBURN 31 (2014 ROSE 
BOWL)

The Tigers stormed to 
a 21-3 lead before Heis-
man winner Jameis 
Winston led the Semi-
noles back. The lead 
went back and forth with 
the Tigers going ahead 
31-27 with 1:19 left. But 
Winston led them to vic-
tory — and the national 
title — with a short TD 
pass to Kelvin Benjamin 
with 13 seconds to go.

HC
Continued from Page 7

they stayed on the at-
tack. A lot of teams up 
20 would milk the clock, 
but we were getting 
some really good shots 
in the second half.”

Howard, now 5-10 
overall and 2-0 in con-
ference play, returns to 
action Thursday when 
they travel to Midland 
College. Game time is 
5:45 p.m.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 432-263-
7331, ext. 235.

Baylor tops AP poll for first time ever



Northern California, Nevada 
brace for more storms

FORESTVILLE, Calif. (AP) — Northern Califor-
nia and Nevada braced for another powerful storm 
after getting lashed by downpours that flooded 
roads, homes and vineyards and toppled a storied 
giant sequoia.

Parts of Northern California were soaked by 
more than a foot of rain over a 72-hour period that 
ended early Monday, forcing hundreds of people 
to evacuate and leaving thousands without power. 
The heavy rains forced rivers out of their banks 
and toppled trees, among them the famed “Pioneer 
Cabin” in Calaveras Big Trees State Park that had 
a drive-thru tunnel carved into its base more than 
a century ago.

Another strong storm was bearing down on the 
region and expected to hit Tuesday.

Emergency crews in rescue boats and helicopters 
took advantage of a one-day respite from the rains 
later Monday to rescue stranded people and assess 
damage after a weekend of stormy weather that au-
thorities called the heaviest rain in a decade.

In the Sierra Nevada mountains, a winter storm 
warning was in effect until Thursday morning 
with the potential for blizzard and white-out condi-
tions, said Scott McGuire, a forecaster for the Na-
tional Weather Service based in Reno, Nevada.

Democrats to press attorney 
general pick as hearing opens

WASHINGTON (AP) — President-elect Donald 
Trump’s pick for attorney general, Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions, is set to be questioned by his peers in a high-
visibility Senate Judiciary Committee confirma-
tion hearing.

Sessions is likely to stress his conservative legal 
credentials even as he works to persuade Demo-
crats on the panel that he can be fair and even-
handed as the country’s top law enforcement offi-
cial.

A two-day hearing will feature testimony from 
the Alabama Republican on Tuesday, followed the 
next day by statements from witnesses who sup-
port and oppose his nomination.

Democrats are expected to challenge Sessions’ 
commitment to civil rights, a chief priority of the 
Justice Department during the Obama adminis-
tration. They also are likely to press him on his 
hard-line stance on immigration policy. But Re-
publicans have expressed strong support and are 
expected to secure more than enough votes needed 
to confirm him, including from some Democrats in 
conservative-leaning states.

The Alabama lawmaker is known as one of the 
most staunchly conservative members of the Sen-
ate, and has already drawn opposition from at least 
two Democrats, New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker and 
Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown.

Life or death legal journey 
for airport shooting suspect

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — A legal jour-
ney that could mean life or death for the suspect in 
the Florida airport mass shooting has begun with 
appointment of a public defender to represent the 
Iraq war veteran blamed for killing five people and 
wounding six more.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Alicia Valle told Esteban 
Santiago, 26, at a hearing Monday that the three 
federal charges lodged against him could mean the 
death penalty if he is convicted.

“We are telling you the maximum penalty al-
lowed by law so that you understand the serious-
ness of the charges,” the judge said.

Shackled in a red jumpsuit in the heavily guard-
ed federal courtroom, Santiago answered mostly 
yes or no to questions, and told the judge he un-
derstands the charges, which include committing 
violence against people at an international airport 
resulting in death, and two firearms offenses.

Roof’s fate soon will rest 
in hands of 12 federal jurors

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — Dylann Roof’s as-
sault on Emanuel AME Church left a total of 12 
victims: Nine who were killed that June night and 
three who survived the hail of bullets in the base-
ment of the beautiful, historic structure in down-
town Charleston.

Now, after hearing testimony from relatives of 
those slain in the 2015 attack during a Wednesday 
night Bible study, the focus in Roof’s trial again 
switches to a new set of 12 people: the jury.

On Tuesday, jurors are set to begin deliberating 
over whether Roof, 22, should get the death penalty 
or life in prison for his crimes. Their decision must 
be unanimous. If they are unable to agree, a life 
sentence is automatically imposed.

In a courtroom a mile from the slayings, the same 
jury last month convicted Roof of 33 federal crimes, 
including hate crimes and obstruction of religion. 
After a holiday break, jurors returned last week to 
court, where for four days prosecutors laid out their 
case for why Roof should be executed. The govern-
ment called nearly two dozen friends and relatives 
who shared cherished memories and opined about 

a future without a mother, father, sister or brother.

Mournful Iranians attend funeral 
of former leader Rafsanjani

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Hundreds of thousands 
of mourners flooded the streets of Tehran on Tues-
day, beating their chests and wailing in grief for 
the late Iranian leader Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
who died over the weekend at the age of 82.

The crowds filled main thoroughfares of the capi-
tal as top government and clerical officials held a fu-
neral service at Tehran University. Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei held prayers by 
Rafsanjani’s casket, as other dignitaries knelt be-
fore the coffin on which his white cleric’s turban 
was placed, reaching their hands out for one final 
embrace.

Just behind Khamenei was President Hassan 
Rouhani, whose moderate administration led the 
recent nuclear negotiations with world powers. 
Rouhani, who is all but certain to run for re-elec-
tion in May, is viewed as embodying Rafsanjani’s 
realist vision.

Hard-liners also took part in the ceremony Tues-
day, which was a public holiday across the coun-
try. Among them was Qassem Soleimani, a general 
who heads the Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s elite 
Quds Force.
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an iconvenience, he said, that he tells hunters to 
mail or use a delivery service to ship the gun to 
their destination.

The TSA has been confiscating more guns from 
carry-on bags. Screeners took away 2,653 guns in 
2015, up 20 percent from 2014. The TSA frequently 
tweets photos of the arsenal that it scoops up at 
checkpoints.

TRUMP
Continued from Page 6

some cases, the office had not received even initial 
draft financial disclosure reports from Trump nom-
inees.

"I am not aware of any occasion in the four decades 
since OGE was established when the Senate held a 
confirmation hearing before the nominee had com-
pleted the ethics review process," wrote Shaub.

Senate committee aides said hearings were held 
for former Education Secretary Roderick Paige and 
former Labor Secretary Elaine Chao before they 
received the same forms in 2001, and that they re-
ceived the documents days after each of those hear-
ings. Both were confirmed to serve in President 
George W. Bush's Cabinet.

Reince Priebus, Trump's incoming chief of staff, 
rejected any suggestion that Republicans should 
slow down. In an interview on "Fox News Sunday," 
Priebus said Democrats "have all the information" 
they need and should move fast because voters 
mandated it.

"Change was voted for and change we will get," he 
said.

Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y., said the ethics review is aimed at ensuring 
wealthy Cabinet members work for the American 
people instead of "their own bottom line, and that 
they plan to fully comply with the law."

News in brief


