
By RICHARD 
LARDNER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Members of the 115th Con-
gress will be sworn in at 
noon Tuesday, setting off 
an aggressive campaign by 
Republicans who control 
the House and Senate to dis-
mantle eight years of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Demo-

cratic policies.
The first and biggest tar-

get is Obama’s signature 
health care law, which Re-
publicans have long sought 
to gut and blamed as a pri-
mary cause for a lackluster 
economic recovery. Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
on Tuesday encouraged a 
wholesale overhaul of the 
system, tweeting hours 

before the new Congress 
convenes “Obamacare just 
doesn’t work,” is unafford-
able “and, it is lousy health 
care.”

Majority Republicans also 
are targeting decades-old 
programs that millions of 
Americans rely on every 
day, such as Social Security 
and Medicare as they seek 
to shrink both the size of the 

federal budget and the 
bureaucracy in Wash-
ington.

“We have a lot to do — 
and a lot to undo,” House 
Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said 
in a letter to fellow Re-
publicans.

There were signs 
of Republican-on-Re-
publican drama even 

See PUSH, Page 3
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By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

It’s quite a nice feeling to rediscover a for-
gotten treasure in the bottom of a storage 
closet. That’s just what happened at the Heri-
tage Museum recently.

While straightening up the museum’s 
warehouse, James Johnston, museum presi-
dent, discovered eight, large wood panels 
painted with scenes of late 1800s/early 1900s 
Big Spring. The panels once hung in the old 
McDonald’s restaurant which was located 
for years on North Gregg Street close to In-
terstate  20.

Museum Curator Tammy Schrecengost  
said she was aware of the panels but had 
never actually laid eyes on the artwork. 

“The panels were donated to the museum 
back when the building was torn down,” 
Schrecengost said. “It was a project done 

before my time here at the museum. I don’t 
really know the details of the original proj-
ect. My guess is McDonald’s commissioned 
an artist – and I don’t know the name of the 
artist unfortunately – who  used old photos of 
Big Spring we have in our collection. We still 
have the original photos.”

One of the panels depicts the old city foun-
tain. 

“The fountain was there for a brief time in 
the city’s  history,” Schrecengost said. “It’s 
where all the young people went courting 
back in the day. It would have been where 
the Railroad Plaza is today. That was the 
center of activity back then.”

A number is printed on the back of each of 
the panels. When the panels are placed se-
quentially, they create a mural of Big Spring 
in the late 1800s/early 1900s.

See MUSEUM, Page 3   

Museum uncovers gem in warehouse

HERALD photo/LYNDEL MOODY

Pictured is just few of the eight wood panels that 
depict scenes from the early days of Big Spring. 

Community leaders sworn in

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Howard County officials were sworn into office today to begin their new term by County Clerk 
Donna Wright. Pictured from left are Josh Hamby, county attorney; Bennie Green, justice of 
the peace; Kneel Stallings, constable; Tiffany Fernandez, tax assessor/collector; Jodi Duck, elec-
tion administrator; Jimmy Long, county commissioner; Stan Parker, sheriff; and Oscar Garcia, 
county commissioner.

In action tonight
Big Spring’s 

Kiana Ramsey 
(14) attempts 
a shot during 
a basketball 
game earlier 
this season. 

The Lady 
Steers are in 
action at 6:30 
p.m. tonight 
in Tuscola 

against Jim 
Ned High 

School. The 
BSHS boys are 

in Andrews 
for a 7:30 p.m. 

game.

Tony Claxton 
photo (www.

claxtonphotography.
com)

Special to the Herald
Average retail gasoline prices in Tex-

as have risen 5.4 cents per gallon in the 
past week, averaging $2.13/g yesterday, 
according to GasBuddy’s daily survey 
of 13,114 gas outlets in Texas. This com-
pares with the national average that 
has increased 5.6 cents per gallon in the 
last week to $2.34/g, according to gaso-
line price website GasBuddy.com. 

Including the change in gas prices in 
Texas during the past week, prices yes-
terday were 39.1 cents per gallon high-
er than the same day one year ago and 
are 19.1 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago. The national average has 
during the last month and stands 35.4 
cents per gallon higher than this day 
one year ago.

According to GasBuddy historical 
data, gasoline prices on January 3 in 
Texas have ranged widely over the last 
five years: $1.74/g in 2016, $1.98/g in 
2015, $3.14/g in 2014, $3.12/g in 2013 and 
$3.09/g in 2012.

Areas near Texas and their current 
gas price climate: 

See PRICES, Page 3

Gas prices 
on the rise 

Republicans primed for push to 
dismantle Obama’s policies
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Trinidad (Trini) Arsiaga
Trinidad (Trini) Arsiaga, 83, of Big Spring passed 

away peacefully on Saturday, Dec. 
31, 2016.  The viewing will be Tues-
day, Jan. 3, 2016, from 9 a.m. until 
9 p.m. Tuesday.  A vigil and rosary 
will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.  Funeral Mass 
will be at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 4, 2016, at Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church with burial at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

Trini was a local business owner 
for 35 plus years. 

Trini’s Body Shop was located on the corner of 
Runnels and 4th in Big Spring, Texas.

Trinidad was born on June 12, 1933 in Stanton, 
Texas to Thomas and Nicholsa Arsiaga.

He was preceded in death by his son, Arthur Ar-
siaga and his beloved wife, Elvira Nunez Arsiaga.

Survivors include Manuel Arsiaga, Diane Ar-
siaga, Beatrice Mendoza, Samuel Arsiaga, Margie 
Garcia, Rick Nunez, Christine Barrera, and Louise 
Garcia, 18 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchil-
dren.

Pallbearers will be Rick Nunez Jr., Jesse Hernan-
dez, Alfonso Vera, Daniel Arsiaga, Phillip Mendoza 
Jr., and Santos Mendoza, Jr.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

Paid obituary

Franklin Devaughn Morton
Franklin Devaughn Morton, 67, of Big Spring, 

Texas, died Friday, Dec. 22, 2016, 
in Lubbock, Texas.  Graveside ser-
vices will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday 
at the Texas State Veterans Cem-
etery in Abilene.

He was born June 12, 1949, in 
Sweetwater, Texas.  He grew up 
in Sweetwater and moved to Big 
Spring in 2003, moving from Colo-
rado.  He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Navy and served in Vietnam.

He is survived by his fiancé, Annie Rushing of 
Big Spring; one son, one daughter, and one sister.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com.Rosalia Barraza

   Rosalia Barraza, 97, of Big Spring, died Sunday, 
Jan. 1, 2017 in a local hospital. Fu-
neral services will be held at 10 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 5, 2017 at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel in Big Spring.  Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
evening at the funeral home.

Rosalia was born Aug. 13, 1919 in 
La Union, New Mexico and married Marcelo Bar-
raza  Nov. 2, 1936 in Ackerly, Texas where they 
made their home.  She was a homemaker and also 
helped on the farm.  He preceded her in death Jan. 

16, 1999.
Rosalia is survived by two sons, Joaquin Barraza, 

and wife, Mary of Ackerly, and Eduardo Barraza, 
and wife, Barbara of Tula Rosa, New Mexico; four 
daughters, Celia Rehm of Jacksonville, Florida, 
Ofelia Estes and husband, Kenneth of Bovina, Tex-
as, and Elia Cowley of Big Spring; nineteen grand-
children; 36 great-grandchildren; and 13 great-
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in 
death by one son, Daniel Barraza; one daughter, 
Delia Lopez; her parents, Marcelino  and Josefa 
(Uribe) Acosta; two brothers; and four sisters,

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences may be made at: www.
npwelch.com.

Linda Willadsen
   Linda  Willadsen, 71, of Big Spring, died Satur-

day, Dec. 31, 2016 at her residence.  
Funeral services will be held at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2017 at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel. Interment will follow at 
Mt Olive Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends 
starting at 1 p.m. Wednesday, just 
prior to services.

Linda was born June 4, 1945 in 
Louisville, Kentucky and married 

Richard Willadsen Jan. 11, 1976 at the KBST radio 
station in Big Spring, Texas.

She was Big Spring’s first female disc-jockey. 
Later she became a bus driver for the Big Spring 
Independent School District and retired after 20 

plus years.
Linda is survived by three daughters, Kimberly 

Beckham of Fort Worth, Texas, Deanna Beckham 
of Grapevine, Texas, and  Paula Spielbauer and 
husband, Sean of Dumas, Texas;  three sons, Rich-
ard “Rick” Willadsen and Lance Willadsen both of 
Dumas, and  Michael Willadsen and wife, Brenda 
of Temple, Texas; eight grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; one sister, Carolyn King and hus-
band Henry of Enid, Oklahoma; and one brother-
in-law, Ron Jones of Seling, Oklahoma.

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in 
death by her parents, Earl and  Ardelia (Frazier) 
Stevens; and one sister, Nola Jones.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences may be made at: www.
npwelch.com.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• EDRION PATRICK HOUSTON, 26, of 2504 
Joann Drive was arrested on a warrant for no driv-
er's license when unlicensed, failure to appear, and 
two warrants from other agencies.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 
1500 block of E 4th Street.

• DISTURBANCE was reported in the 1900 block 
of E 25th Street.

• THEFT was reported in the 1600 block of S 
Gregg Street and the 2400 block of  Cheyenne Drive.

• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 
the 6400 block of Perimeter Road.

• MINOR ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of 18th Street and Runnels.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity (Note: 90 inmates were reported 
in the county jail):

• BRANDON SEVERIANO BAIZA JR., 28, was 
jailed on charges of bail jumping and failure to ap-
pear.

• JASON HARVEY BEDFORD, 32, was jailed 
on charges of possession of drug paraphernalia and 
soliciting/peddling without a permit.

• RONALD EUGENE COX, 50, was jailed on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• ANGELA CELESTE DUGGER, 39, was jailed 
on charges of failure to appear and theft under $100.

• LYNDON TRENT FRALEY, 66, was jailed on 
a charge of evading arrest/detention with a vehicle.

• LISA NICOLE GOMEZ, 29, was jailed on 
a charge of theft of property over $500/less than 
$1,500.

• ELIZABETH MURO GONZALES, 37, was 
jailed on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

• PIERRE JEAN GORDON, 26, was jailed on 
charges of no driver’s license and failure to appear.

• JESSE JAY HERNANDEZ, 32, was jailed on 
charges of assault causing bodily injury/family, 
driving while license invalid and failure to appear.

• EDRION PATRICK HOUSTON, 26, was jailed 
on charges of no driver’s license and failure to ap-
pear.

• ANDRAQUE SEVON JONES, 20, was jailed 
on a charge of possession of marijuana/less than 2 
ounces.

• TRACEY DAWN JUAREZ, 25, was jailed on 
charges of driving while license invalid and violat-
ing promise to appear.

• MARK MATTHEW LINDEM, 39, was jailed 
on a charge of criminal trespass.

• JESSE RENE LOPEZ, 29, was jailed on charg-
es of possession of drug paraphernalia, no driver’s 
license and open container in a motor vehicle.

• RODNEY MARTINEZ, 21, was jailed on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• KHUN MAUNG, 31, was jailed on a charge of 

unlawful restraint.
• TRAVIS IVERSON MCCOY, 28, was jailed on 

charges of theft of property and failure to appear.
• DONISHA MCGEE, 21, was jailed on charges 

of failure to maintain financial responsibility and 
failure to appear.

• BOBBY RAY NEWTON, 30, was jailed on a 
charge of driving while intoxicated/second offense.

• ALEX FERRELL PAREDEZ, 25, was jailed on 
charges of possession of drug paraphernalia and 
failure to appear.

• MARISSA YVETTE PHILLIPS, 22, was jailed 
on a charge of criminal trespass.

• FORRESST DEWAYNE PIERCE, 51, was 
jailed on charges of no valid inspection certificate, 
failure to maintain financial responsibility and 
failure to appear.

• RAUL OJINAGA REYES, 60, was jailed on a 
charge of aggravated assault against a public ser-
vant.

• PATRICK MATTHEW RIOS JR., 24, was 
jailed on charges of theft under $100, evading ar-
rest/detention with prior conviction and driving 
while license invalid.

• MARCUS EMORY STURGILL, 27, was jailed 
on charges of public intoxication, criminal tres-
pass and assault/family violence.

• JOAN MARIE TATUM, 56, was jailed on a 
charge of assault against the elderly or disabled.

• MARISA TORRES, 29, was jailed on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• DERRICK DAMOND WILBERT, 36, was 
jailed on a charge of evading arrest or detention.

• JOHN MICHAEL WILKINSON, 31, was jailed 
on charges of violating promise to appear, defec-
tive stop lamps and theft of property/less than $100.

• FREDDIE LEE WILLIAMS JR., 39, was jailed 
on charges of evading arrest or detention and as-
sault by contact.

• CODY ALAN WINGO, 28, was jailed on a 
charge of theft and a probation revocation warrant 
for assault.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group or 
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at 
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chronic 

pain disease, a support and informative group, 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; open 12 & 12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Newcomers’ meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is 
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/
speakers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 

a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. 
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MUSEUM
Continued from Page 1

“I knew they were there, 
but I had never really seen 
them pulled out,” Schrecen-
gost said. “We both agreed 
they needed to come into the 
museum to be displayed, but 
the question was how to find 
a place to show them in se-
quence since we are limited 
on space. James found a per-
fect place, so it just stands out 
to you when you walk through 
the door.”

The panels are displayed 
on the back wall of the down 
stairs gallery by the eleva-
tor. The space is just enough 
for all eight panels to be lined 
next to each other.

“I would love to give credit 

to the artist,” Schrecengost 
said. “I don’t know if it was a 
corporation or what that did 
but it is just a great job they 
did.”

The panels will be a perma-
nent display at the museum 
and, Schrecengost added, are 
just one of the many gems the 
museum workers have dis-
covered through their “spring 
cleaning” efforts at the ware-
house.

“You never know what you 
can unearth out there,” she 
said. “In fact,  I think we can 
have exhibits for a year with 
what has been given to the mu-
seum just from what we have 
in storage. It’s a very good 
thing. It’s time to bring some 
of those out, so we will be do-
ing some of those throughout 
the year.”

PRICES
Continued from Page 1

Midland Odessa- 
$2.17/g, up 1.5 cents 
per gallon from last 
week’s $2.16/g; San 
Antonio- $2.09/g, 
up 6.9 cents per gal-
lon from last week’s 
$2.02/g; Austin- 
$2.11/g, up 5.6 cents 
per gallon from last 
week’s $2.05/g.

“In 2016, motor-
ists spent an average 
$2.13 per gallon on 
gasoline, the cheap-
est yearly average 
since 2004, and 28 
cents lower than 
2015, but if motorists 
made a resolution to 

pay less in 2017, they 
either broke it al-
ready or aren’t plan-
ning on driving for a 
while. While nearly 
100,000 gas stations 
in the country were 
selling for $1.99 per 
gallon a year ago, 
fewer than 3,000 are 
today. Though we 
may see rising gas 
prices take a brief 
break in early Febru-
ary, we’re unlikely to 
come anywhere close 
to last year’s low 
levels,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, senior pe-
troleum analyst for 
GasBuddy.

“Overall, the na-
tional average price 
of gas stands 35 cents 

higher than where 
it was a year ago on 
this day and the gap 
is likely to continue 
widening. For the 
upcoming year, it’s 
not a rosy picture 
at the pump: Gas-
Buddy’s 2017 Fuel 
Outlook will detail 
when motorists will 
be seeing the highest 
prices of the year and 
how many more bil-
lions we’ll spend at 
the pump in the year 
ahead,” DeHaan 
added.

GasBuddy Year-
ly National Aver-
ages

2016: $2.13/gal.
2015: $2.40/gal.
2014: $3.34/gal.

2013: $3.49/gal.
2012: $3.61/gal.
2011: $3.51/gal.
2010: $2.77/gal.
2009: $2.33/gal.
2008: $3.23/gal.
2007: $2.79/gal.
2006: $2.55/gal.
2005: $2.25/gal.
2004: $1.83/gal.
Data provided by 

GasBuddy.com
For live fuel price 

averages, visit www.
FuelInsights .Gas-
Buddy.com. 

PUSH
Continued from Page 1

before the new Con-
gress officially opened 
on Tuesday. House Re-
publicans on Monday 
night voted to defy their 
leaders and gut the 
chamber’s independent 
ethics panel created in 
2008 to probe charges of 
lawmaker misconduct 
after several corruption 
scandals sent members 
to prison.

Lawmakers would 
have the final say on 
their colleagues under 
the change approved 
199-74 over arguments 
from House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, McCarthy, 
and other GOP leaders. 
Some members said they 
have felt unfairly target-
ed by the independent 
panel, and Kellyanne 
Conway, a top adviser to 
President-elect Donald 
Trump, said Tuesday 
on ABC that there had 
been “overzealousness” 
under the old system. 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn, 
R-Tenn., told CNN Tues-
day that the idea was to 
give accused lawmak-
ers more information 
about who was making 
charges against them. 
Others complained that 
the move would clear a 
path to corruption.

Democrats will try to 
block the far-reaching 
conservative agenda by 
swaying public opinion 
and using the power 
they have in the Senate 
to filibuster legislation. 
But that strategy has 
its political limitations. 
Twenty-three Senate 
Democrats are up for 
re-election in 2018, in-
cluding 10 from states 
won by President-elect 
Donald Trump, and they 
could break ranks and 
side with the GOP.

“What we will always 
do is hold the presi-
dent-elect and his Re-
publican colleagues in 
Congress accountable,” 
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York said in prepared 
remarks Tuesday. “We 
will be a caucus that 
works to make sure the 
president-elect keeps 
his commitment to truly 
make America great, in 
its finest sense and tra-
dition.”

Obama plans a rare 
trip to Capitol Hill on 
Wednesday to meet with 
congressional Demo-

crats and discuss strat-
egy for saving the health 
care law. Vice Presi-
dent-elect Mike Pence 
will meet with Republi-
cans.

The first week of the 
new Congress will be 
a preview of the hectic 
pace planned by Repub-
licans.

The GOP’s proposal to 
change the ethics pro-
cess is part of a rules 
package to be voted 
Tuesday that also would 
give GOP leaders the 
tools to punish lawmak-
ers if there is a repeat 
of the Democratic sit-in 
last summer over gun 
control.

Votes also are ex-
pected on resolutions 
to denounce the United 
Nations for condemn-
ing the construction of 
Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem. Republicans 
blasted the Obama ad-
ministration for refus-
ing to veto the decision. 
Ryan, R-Wis., pledged 
“to reverse the damage 
done by this administra-
tion, and rebuild our al-
liance with Israel.”

James Clapper, the di-
rector of national intel-
ligence, is scheduled to 
testify Thursday before 
the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee on an 
intelligence community 
assessment that Russia 
interfered in the U.S. 
election by hacking into 
Democratic email ac-
counts. Allegations of 
Russian meddling in the 
U.S. political process 
will be examined by in-
dividual congressional 
committees, but Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has rejected 
a bipartisan call for a 
special, high-profile se-
lect panel to investigate.

Obama last week 
slapped Russia with 
sweeping penalties 
over the hacking alle-
gations, yet Trump has 
not publicly accepted 
the conclusion Moscow 
was behind the election 
year intrusions. Incom-
ing White House press 
secretary Sean Spicer 
said Monday on Fox 
News Channel’s “Fox 
& Friends” that “there 
doesn’t seem to be con-
clusive evidence” that 
the Russians were re-
sponsible.

The House is slated to 
vote Friday to certify 
Trump’s victory in the 

presidential election 
over Democrat Hillary 
Clinton. She is the fifth 
presidential candidate 
to win the popular vote 
and lose the Electoral 
College. She received 
nearly 2.9 million more 
votes than Trump, ac-
cording to an Associ-
ated Press analysis, 
giving her the largest 
popular vote margin of 
any losing presidential 
candidate and bringing 
renewed calls to abolish 
the Electoral College.

Other must-do items 
on the GOP’s agenda 
are an overhaul of the 
U.S. tax code. Conserva-
tives also want to scuttle 
rules on the environ-
ment and undo financial 
regulations created in 
the aftermath of the 2008 
economic meltdown, ar-
guing they are too oner-
ous for businesses to 
thrive.

The Senate plans to be-
gin repealing Obama’s 
health care law on Tues-

day, with consideration 
of a procedural measure 
that will shield the ini-
tiative from Democratic 
filibusters.

Lawmakers will then 
spend the next few 
months working on leg-
islation canceling broad 
swaths of the law. Like-
ly to go are its mandate 
that people buy health 
insurance or face IRS 
fines, and its expansion 
of Medicaid coverage 
to more lower-earning 
Americans. But several 
elements of the repeal 
likely wouldn’t go into 
effect for two to four 

years.
Amid the busy leg-

islative schedule, the 
Senate will exercise 
its advice and con-
sent role and consider 
Trump’s picks for his 
Cabinet.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    

267-8288

Trinidad (Trini) 
Arsiaga, 83, died Sat-
urday.  A vigil and 
rosary will be at 7:00 
PM Tuesday at My-
ers & Smith Chapel.  
Funeral Mass will be 
at 10:30 AM Wednes-
day at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church with 
burial at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

Franklin DeVaughn 
Morton, 67, died 
Friday in Lubbock.  
Graveside services 
will be at 11:00 AM 
Wednesday at the 
Texas State Veterans 
Cemetery in Abilene.   
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“Spend them in a new place to calll home.” 
2 &3  bedroom Townhomes available now

for rent.
oakmanorbigspring.com

EAST 25th &
Edgemere Rd.

432-270-1608

2100 Scurry Street
M-Thurs. 9am-10pm   

Friday 9-12am
Saturday 9am-1am

27
86

90

Now
Serving
Ice Crea

m!

2000 E. FM 700
M-S 10:30AM - 10:00PM

432-263-2300
268964

WE LEASE OR PURCHASE 
MINERALS!

Four Sevens Operating leases minerals in Big 
Spring. This will be a NON-SURFACE USE 
LEASE.

If you are interested in leasing or selling  your 
minerals, please come by our office or call. 

We are located at 108 West Marcy Drive
 (across from Walmart) 

432-606-5038.

Hablamos español. Pregunte por Antonio quien 
le atendera en español. 279957

FOUR SEVENS OPERATING CO., LTD

4 children die in Texas gas 
poisoning; others injured

AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — A poisonous gas be-
lieved to have been released when someone tried to 
wash away a pesticide that had been sprayed under 
a Texas home killed four children and left six other 
people hospitalized, officials said Monday.

Phosphine gas was likely released when water 
mixed with the pest control chemical, Amarillo fire 
officials said. A specific cause of death had not been 
released for the four children Monday afternoon. 
The other six people who were in the home are “not 
out of the woods yet,” fire officials said.

Crews who responded to a 5 a.m. call to the home 
originally thought it was related to carbon mon-
oxide poisoning, Amarillo fire Capt. Larry Davis 
said in a statement. One child died at the scene and 
three others died at a hospital.

Officials didn’t release any identifying informa-
tion, including the children’s ages or whether they 
were related. Davis said all four people who died 
were residents of the home.

Davis told the Amarillo Globe-News he wasn’t 
sure how long the residents had been exposed to the 
phosphine gas before a visitor arrived Monday and 
found everyone sick and called 911. Phosphine gas 
can cause respiratory failure and in severe cases 
can cause a pulmonary edema, which fills the lungs 
full of fluid, he said.

South Texas fossil could be reptile 
that swam 90M years ago

DEL RIO, Texas (AP) — A fossil found in lime-
stone along a remote South Texas riverbed could be 
that of a dolphin-like reptile that swam in oceans 
90 million years ago, according to paleontologists.

The discovery was made two years ago by petro-
leum geologist James Harcourt, who works for the 
Texas Railroad Commission, which regulates the 
state’s oil and gas industry. It went largely unno-
ticed until a photo of the fossil appeared on the cov-
er of the commission’s 2016 annual report.

The find is unique because it appears to be a near-
ly complete fossil of an ichthyosaur, which grew to 
about 6 feet long and had the sleek body of a dolphin 
and long, toothy jaws of a dinosaur, the Houston 
Chronicle reports.

 The fossil was found on private land near the 
border town of Del Rio as Harcourt and some col-
leagues were studying the Eagle Ford formation, 
which is one of the state’s most productive shale oil 
basins. Harcourt spotted a row of bones imprinted 
on rock. 

When the surface dirt was cleared away, Har-
court and his colleagues realized the limestone 
held a large skull, long spine and ribs.

“Very rarely do we get really complete skeletons 
out of the Eagle Ford,” said Josh Lively, a doctoral 
candidate specializing in marine reptile fossils at 
the University of Texas. “Whenever you have an as-
sociated skeleton like this, when you have multiple 
parts of the animal, it’s a really an important find.”

Ichthyosaurs were disappearing from the seas 
when the Eagle Ford formed, some 88 million to 96 
million years ago. 

Lively said there’s a chance it could be a plesio-
saur, a much larger underwater reptile, and pale-
ontologists won’t know for sure until the bones are 
exhumed, which can only happen with the proper-
ty owner’s permission.

By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press

A powerful storm system that 
moved across the South on Mon-
day killed four people in Ala-
bama and left a trail of damage 
over several states, officials said.

The line of severe thunder-
storms spawned several possible 
tornadoes, and the threat contin-
ued into early Tuesday for south-
ern Alabama, southwest Georgia 
and the Florida Panhandle.

Four people were killed Mon-
day evening when a tree fell on 
their mobile home in Rehobeth, 
Alabama, said Kris Ware, a 
spokeswoman for the Dothan 
Houston County Emergency 
Management Agency.

The National Weather Service 
had issued a tornado warning for 
Houston County in the southern 
part of the state Monday evening. 
Local media outlets reported that 
emergency officials advised resi-
dents to stay in their homes and 
assess damage in the morning.

Alabama Gov. Robert 
Bentley said in a state-
ment on social media 
that the Houston Coun-
ty sheriff had told him 
about the deaths and 
he offered "prayers for 
those impacted."

In Georgia, some of 
the heaviest rains were 
expected late Monday 
night and into the over-
night hours of early 
Tuesday morning, fore-
casters said.

"There is a slight chance of dam-
aging winds and tornadoes, how-
ever the highest probabilities are 
generally west of Interstate 75," 
said Sid King, a meteorologist 
at the National Weather Service 
in Peachtree City, Georgia, near 
Atlanta.

Parts of south Georgia could 
see as much as 3 inches of total 
rainfall from all the storms pro-
duced by the system now mov-
ing across southern states, King 
said.

State emergency officials re-
ported no injuries or deaths in 
Louisiana and Mississippi, but a 
trip to Wal-Mart was memorable 
for some shoppers in Marksville, 
Louisiana, as severe weather 
blew out skylights in the store, 
sending water and glass cascad-
ing onto shoppers.

Marksville Fire Chief Jerry 
Bordelon said a fireworks stand 
in the Wal-Mart parking lot was 
tossed 30 or 40 yards and man-
gled. The storm also knocked 

over 18-wheel truck trailers and 
punched holes in the Wal-Mart's 
roof. The fire department ordered 
shoppers to leave the store, but 
some didn't want to leave even as 
managers closed it.

"Believe it or not, we had some 
people in there who were still try-
ing to shop," Bordelon said.

Wal-Mart spokeswoman Erica 
Jones said the Arkansas-based 
company hopes to reopen the 
store Tuesday, but isn't sure that 
will happen, citing needed re-
pairs to a natural gas line.

Storms in central Mississippi 
near Mendenhall and Mount Ol-
ive were preliminarily identi-
fied as tornadoes by the National 
Weather Service, based in part 
on radar signatures. Both storms 
damaged farm buildings and 
homes. Other possible tornadoes 
will be surveyed later.

In Louisiana, there was also 
relatively serious damage in the

See STORM, Page 5

Storms kill 4, damage buildings across Southern states

AP photo
Emergency crews gather at the scene after a storm ripped through a mobile home kill-
ing several people in Rehobeth, Ala., Monday, Jan. 2, 2017. 
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2602 S. Gregg St. Ste 10
432-264-7222

anytimefitness.com
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269006

505 Scurry
(432) 606-5011

Monday - Friday
8am - 2 pm 277725

BEST CATERING 2016
Happy New Year!
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Come See Us For All
Your Sweet Treat Needs!

Thank You For Your
Continued Support!

2414 Scurry
(432) 606-5002

Assisted Living Facility
2301 Wasson Rd. Big Spring, TX

432-268-904127
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 STORM
Continued from Page 4

southwestern parishes of Beauregard and Allen, 
including the town of Reeves. Some wind damage 
was also reported in Houston and throughout East 
Texas. Though Arkansas had also been included in 
warnings, there was only a stray report of hail in 
Jackson County in the northeast part of the state.

Tens of thousands lost power in Louisiana and 
Mississippi at the height of the storm, according to 
utilities.

Freddie Zeigler, a meteorologist in the Weather 
Service's New Orleans office, said heavy winds 
were preceding the 
squall line, possibly 
contributing to power 
outages.

It was the second epi-
sode of heavy rain with-
in days for some areas. 
An area stretching from 
Biloxi, Mississippi, 
through Alabama and 
across Macon and Au-
gusta, Georgia, received 
more than 4 inches of 
rain Monday, accord-
ing to radar estimates. 
Parts of southern Mis-
sissippi and southwest 
Alabama have received 
more than 8 inches of 
rain since Saturday. 
Though rivers along the 
Gulf Coast were rising 
rapidly Monday, only 
minor flooding was pre-
dicted.

By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — After a judge ruled 
Monday that Dylann Roof is competent to repre-
sent himself, the same jury that last month unani-
mously found him guilty in the slayings of nine 
black parishioners at a South Carolina church will 
return to court to begin contemplating his punish-
ment.

With the 22-year-old representing himself, the 
process is sure to be unconventional. But even if 
Roof is sentenced to death, it's highly unlikely he'd 
be executed anytime soon.

While prosecutors plan to call up to 38 people re-
lated to the nine people killed and three who sur-
vived the June 2015 slaughter during Bible study 
at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, Roof said 
last week he plans on calling no witnesses and pre-
senting no evidence.

Roof was found guilty last month on 33 federal 
charges, including hate crimes and obstruction of 
the practice of religion. A jury took less than three 
hours to return its verdict, and a judge dismissed 
the jury for a break over the holidays. That same 
jury returns to court Wednesday.

Typically in what's known as the sentencing 
phase, defense attorneys call relatives and other 
witnesses to testify about their client's unsteady 
state of mind before and during the crimes. Given 
that background, the defense hopes, a jury might 
be more likely to spare the defendant's life and opt 
against the death penalty.

But Roof, who is acting as his own attorney, has 
said he plans to do no such thing.

In his journal, which was read in court during 
his trial, Roof said his doesn't believe in psycholo-
gy, which he called "a Jewish invention" that "does 
nothing but invent diseases and tell people they 
have problems when they don't."

Roof also seems determined to try to keep evi-
dence embarrassing to him or his family out. Not 
only did he take over his own defense, but he asked 
the judge at a hearing last week if he could file a 
motion limiting what prosecutors can introduce.

Roof also was adamant that a transcript of a hear-
ing where he was found mentally competent not be 
released to the public.

"I know this is not a legal argument, but the un-
sealing of the competency hearing defeats the pur-
pose of me representing myself," Roof said at last 
week's hearing.

Neither Roof, nor U.S. District Judge Richard 
Gergel nor prosecutors have given specifics on the 
evidence Roof is objecting to.

On Thursday, Gergel ordered another competen-
cy evaluation of Roof "in an abundance of caution," 
after his standby counsel filed a sealed motion 
again questioning Roof's mental ability to proceed.

On Monday, over the objection of an attorney 
representing media outlets including The Associ-
ated Press, Gergel ordered the competency hearing 
to be closed to the public. Saying he'd have to se-
quester jurors if he opened up the proceedings, the 
judge promised to release a transcript after Roof is 
sentenced.

"This is an incredibly sensitive moment in this 
proceeding," Gergel said. "We are putting in the 
hands of 12 people the life and death of a person."

After a daylong hear-
ing, Gergel ultimately 
ruled Roof is competent 
to stand trial and also to 
represent himself at sen-
tencing. He also granted 
Roof's request for an ex-
tra day to prepare for his 
case.

Roof's lawyers tried re-
peatedly both to stop him 
from being his own law-
yer and to work mental 
health-related evidence 
into the first phase of his 
trial, saying they feared 
Roof fired them because 
he feared the attorneys 
would present evidence 
that would embarrass 
him when trying to save 
his life. Prosecutors ob-
jected at every turn, and 
Gergel wouldn't allow 
any of it into court, rul-
ing mitigation evidence 
is allowable during sentencing and not before.

Court papers show prosecutors are expected to 
present evidence showing Roof picked his victims 
because of their race, killed them to incite more 
violence, showed no re-
morse and killed three 
particularly vulner-
able people who were 70 
years old or older.

Evidence speaking to 
Roof's mental state, one 
expert argues, could 
make the difference be-
tween life and death.

"The Dylann Roof case 
is a classic example of 
the type of problem you 
can have when an ob-
viously mentally ill or 
emotionally disturbed 
defendant is permitted 
to represent himself," 
said Robert Dunham, 
executive director of the 
Death Penalty Informa-
tion Center. "There's a 
huge difference in the 
eyes of a jury between 
someone they perceive 
as evil or despicable and 
someone they perceive 
as being seriously men-
tally ill. ... If you take 
mental health out of it, 
you are putting a thumb 

on the scale of death."
Both the judge's decision to allow Roof to repre-

sent himself and waive the introduction of mental 
health evidence are sure to be raised in an inevi-
table appeal, Dunham argued.

Roof found competent for sentencing, gets extra prep day

AP photo
 Charleston, S.C., shooting suspect Dylann Storm Roof is escort-
ed from the Cleveland County Courthouse in Shelby, N.C. 
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Steers back in action

Tony Claxton photo (www.claxtonphotography.com)

Big Spring’s Jaiden Ludington, left, gets a shot off during a basketball game earlier this season. The 
Steers return to action tonight when they travel to Andrews. Game time is 7:30 p.m.

Getting
along

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Dak 
Prescott smiled widely and play-
fully shoved Tony Romo after the 
10-year starter the Dallas rookie re-
placed finished his only drive of the 
regular season with a touchdown 
pass.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones has 
been bragging all season about the 
chemistry in a delicate situation 
between his quarterbacks — along 
with the closeness of the rest of the 
locker room — and is counting on 
those bonds when Dallas opens the 
playoffs at home Jan. 15.

“You see a camaraderie,” Jones 
said after the Cowboys lost to Phila-
delphia 27-13 despite the Romo TD 
while resting many regulars in the 
regular-season finale.

“You saw, just to start with, No. 9 
and No. 4 and you saw really how 
genuine it is for them to be work-
ing together the way they are and 
really how exceptional that their 
situation is and how we’re benefit-
ing from it as a team.”

The Cowboys (13-3) don’t antici-
pate using Romo in the playoffs. 
Prescott and fellow first-year sensa-
tion Ezekiel Elliott will be the focal 
point regardless of the opponent in 
the first divisional game at AT&T 
Stadium, which opened in 2009.

Prescott played just two series 
and Elliott not at all against the Ea-
gles. Linebacker Sean Lee sat from 
start to finish even though getting a 
few snaps would have allowed him 
to say he played all 16 games for the 
first time in an injury-filled career.

Elliott had to settle for third place 
on the NFL’s rookie rushing list 
behind Eric Dickerson (Los Ange-
les Rams, 1983) and George Rogers 
(New Orleans, 1981).

See DALLAS, Page 12

Jones: Cowboys
counting on

chemistry in playoffs

Texans unsure who’ll be quarterback
HOUSTON (AP) — Coach 

Bill O’Brien said Monday 
he doesn’t know who will 
start at quarterback for the 
Houston Texans in their 
wild-card playoff game 
against the Oakland Raid-
ers on Saturday.

Tom Savage started 
Houston’s last two games 
after Brock Osweiler was 
benched. But Savage’s 
status for this week is in 
question after he suffered 
a concussion in the second 
quarter of a loss to Tennes-
see on Sunday .

“We gave the players 
a day off (Monday) so I 
haven’t even seen the quar-

terbacks. So I’ll have more 
for you on that (Tuesday),” 
O’Brien said.

He was then asked wheth-
er the decision will be based 
mostly on health.

“No I think there are a 
lot of different factors,” he 
said. “Obviously health is 
part of it, no question about 
it ... (but) we moved the ball 
well — Brock did a nice job 
when he was in there, so 
there’s a lot of different fac-
tors that go into it.”

Osweiler struggled with 
consistency and turnovers 
in his 14 starts this season 
after signing a $72 million 
contract in the offseason. 

However, he looked better 
after taking over on Sunday 
and finished with 253 yards 
passing and a touchdown.

Savage played well when 
he took over for Osweiler in 
the second quarter against 
Jacksonville on Dec. 18, 
throwing for 260 yards to 
help Houston rally for the 
win. But he failed to move 
the offense consistently last 
week against Cincinnati 
and couldn’t do much on 
Sunday before he was in-
jured. He had just 25 yards 
passing.

While Houston waits to 
see whether Savage will be 
cleared to play, the Raid-

ers are also dealing with 
questions at quarterback 
after Matt McGloin left 
with a shoulder injury in 
his first start since Derek 
Carr broke his leg last 
week. Rookie Connor Cook 
took over and could have to 
make his first NFL start on 
Saturday if McGloin can’t 
go.

The Texans’ offense has 
underperformed this sea-
son after the team made 
a huge investment to up-
grade that side of the ball. 
Houston’s defense finished 
the regular season ranked 

See TEXANS, Page 12

Tech to
be tested
Red Raiders face

tough stretch
of  Big 12 games
AMES, Iowa (AP) — First-year 

coach Chris Beard got Texas Tech 
off to a fast start that engendered 
optimism in Lubbock.

The Red Raiders (11-2, 0-1 Big 12) 
were reminded in their Big 12 open-
er that life won’t be nearly so easy 
in league play.

Texas Tech rolled off 11 wins out 
of 12 to open the season, including 
eight victories by at least 20 points. 
It looked like the Red Raiders might 
do the same to Iowa State on Friday, 
but a 7½-minute scoreless stretch 
doomed them to a 63-56 loss.

Tech hosts No. 7 West Virginia on 
Tuesday — and then must travel to 
face No. 3 Kansas on Saturday.

“I’ve got a lot of confidence and be-
lief in our players. We’ve got a good 
team,” Beard said after the loss to 
the Cyclones.

Despite the very real prospect of 
a 0-3 start to Big 12 play, Beard is 
probably right.

The Red Raiders had a tumultu-
ous offseason after reaching the 
NCAA Tournament a year ago for 
the first time since 2007.

Coach Tubby Smith unexpectedly 
bolted for Memphis. Beard, a for-
mer longtime Tech assistant who 
coached last season at Arkansas-
Little Rock, left UNLV after less 
than a month in Las Vegas to fill 
the void.

See TECH, Page 12

News in brief
Evans scores 25, Rice 
puts Charlotte away in second half

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Marcus Evans scored 25 
points and Rice pulled away from Charlotte in the second 
half to earn an 89-70 win on Monday night.

Evans finished 9 of 19 from the field in what was his 
eighth 20-plus point game of the season.

Egor Koulechov finished with 18 points and 11 rebounds 
for the Owls (11-4, 1-1 Conference USA), while Marcus 
Jackson and Connor Cashaw each added 16 points.

Rice shot an even 50 percent from the field and won the 
rebounding battle by double digits (46-35).

Jon Davis finished with 23 points and Quentin Jackson 
added a season-high 19 to lead the 49ers (7-6, 1-1). 

Charlotte had just seven total assists on its 27 made field 
goals. The Owls led 38-33 at the break and scored the first 
nine of the second half to seize a 14-point lead. An Evans 
3-point play made it 82-64 with 3:38 left, and Rice cruised to 
the finish.

Lamar fends off Central 
Arkansas for 4th straight win

CONWAY, Ark. (AP) — Josh Nzeakor scored 22 points 
and pulled down 10 rebounds as Lamar held on to beat 
Central Arkansas for its fourth straight win on Monday 
night.

The game was the Southland Conference opener for both 
teams.

Joey Frenchwood added 14 points and seven assists 
while Colton Weisbrod had 13 points and 12 boards for the 
Cardinals (9-5, 1-0). Lamar hit 11 3-pointers while holding 
the Bears to just three on 27.3 percent shooting.

Jordan Howard finished with 21 points and Mathieu 
Kamba had 18 to lead Central Arkansas (2-13), which now 
has lost 10 of 11.

Lamar led the entire second half and 62-51 with 12:57 left. 
The Bears kept fighting, however, chipping their deficit 
to one (69-68) with 5:40 to go. But back-to-back baskets by 
Nzeakor and Frenchwood pushed the lead back to five, and 
a final layup by Nzeakor made it 78-72 with 1:24 left to ice 
it.

McCloud beats buzzer, Texas 
Southern upends Alcorn St. 67-65

LORMAN, Miss. (AP) — Jalan McCloud scored his only 
two points as time expired, lifting Texas Southern past Al-
corn State 67-65 Monday night in the Southwestern Ath-
letic Conference opener for both teams.

Zach Lofton led the Tigers with 23 points and Kevin Scott 
added 15 points. Lofton made a pair of free throws with 42 
seconds left for a 65-63 lead. Marquis Vance tied it with a 
layup 20 seconds later.

Texas Southern called timeout with 16 seconds left, and 
with two seconds on the clock, McCloud rebounded De-
montrae Jefferson’s missed shot and laid it in for the win.

Devon Brewer’s layup with 13:03 before halftime put Al-
corn State up 15-8 before the Tigers went on a 16-8 run and 
led 24-23 on Jefferson’s layup with 6:44 remaining before 
the break. Texas Southern (5-9) led 39-35 at halftime. Regi-
nal Johnson scored 19 points and had nine rebounds for 
Alcorn State (3-9).

Nicholls holds off Texas 
A&M Corpus Christie, 68-64

THIBODAUX, La. (AP) — Ja’Dante’ Frye and DeAndre 
Harris combined to score 34 points and Nicholls held off 
Texas A&M Corpus Christie, 68-64 to win their second 
straight Southland Conference game Monday night.

Rashawn Thomas cut the Colonels’ lead to three, 67-
64 with 2:17 left, but Nicholls closed the game out when 
Johnathan Bell hit the first of two free throws with 15 sec-
onds left.

Harris scored a career-high 42 points in the Colonels win 
over Incarnate Word in the conference opener and Frye 
added 23. Against the Islanders Frye scored 18 points while 
Harris knocked down 16 points. Nicholls (9-6, 2-0) shot 21 
of 47 from the field (44.7 percent) and was 19 of 23 from the 
line.

Coastal Carolina slips 
past Texas State 60-53

SAN MARCOS, Texas (AP) — Colton Ray-St Cyr scored 
15 points, including the go-ahead 3-point play late in the 
second half, to lead Coastal Carolina to a 60-53 win over 
Texas State on Monday night.

Jaylen Shaw added 12 points and Demario Beck had nine 
rebounds to go with eight points for Coastal Carolina (6-9, 
1-1 Sun Belt), which shot 50 percent from the field and con-
trolled the boards 37-25.

The Chanticleers went cold in the first half, falling be-
hind 17-10 during an eight-minute scoring drought, but 
fought back to trail by just three at the break.

The second half included six lead changes and Coastal 
Carolina edged on top for good with a 3-point play from 
Ray-St Cyr that made it 51-50 with 3:32 left, then pulled 
away at the free throw line in the final minute.
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 4 of 5 - Very Hard

9 2 6 8 3 5 1 4 7

4 7 1 6 9 2 8 3 5

8 5 3 1 4 7 9 2 6

7 1 2 3 5 8 4 6 9

5 3 4 7 6 9 2 8 1

6 8 9 2 1 4 7 5 3

3 4 7 5 2 1 6 9 8

2 6 8 9 7 3 5 1 4

1 9 5 4 8 6 3 7 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

 

                  

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting applications 
for following positions: 

Equipment Operator – Responsible for maintaining the District’s raw 
water pipelines, pump stations, and wells.  Entry to intermediate level 
position 

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

 PONTIAC GMC
www.shroyermotorcompany.com

424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 
  263-7625     432-770-1212    888-263-0017

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

$49,995

$39,995 $9,995

2015 SLT Yukon XL
21K Miles.

2014 GMC SLT 4X4

Black Grill Guard. 18K Miles.

2007 Buick Lucerne CXL
33K Miles.

2016 GMC Sierra
1500 SLT 4X4

9600 Miles.

2013 Denali Crew
AWD

40K Miles.

$47,995 $39,995 27
99

46

Lost & Found

MISSING!
One years old

Jack Russell Terrier
Australian Shepard Mix.
Lost around West 18th

Please Call (432)270-0067

Help Wanted
Accounting Assistant, know-
ledgeable in A/P, A/R, data
entry and payroll. Benefits
available include Health,
Dental & 401k, pay D.O.E.

Apply in person at 1611 S.
Gregg.

Appraiser- Howard County
Appraisal District

Howard County Appraisal
District is seeking qualified
applicants for the position of
Appraiser. The successful
applicant will do office and
field work associated with the
appraisal of residential, rural,
commercial and personal
property in HCAD. Candid-
ates must have organization-
al skills, along with effective
communication and people
skills. A high school diploma
is the minimum education re-
quirement, college preferred.

Must be physically able to
complete on site measure-
ment and inspection of prop-
erty over rough and uneven
terrain, as well as stand
and/or sit for extended peri-
ods of time. Position requires
bending, reaching, lifting
heavy file boxes and moving
up and down steps and steep
grades.

Salary will commensurate
with experience. The Ap-
praisal District provides ex-
cellent Health Insurance, Life
Insurance, Long Term Disab-
ility and a 401A Retirement
Plan.

Mail resumes to:
Lisa Reyna, RPA, CCA
Chief Appraiser
Howard County Appraisal
District
PO Drawer 1151
Big Spring, TX 79721-1151

Assistant Director of Nursing-
Full Time
Charge Nurse- LVN Full Time
RN Nursing Supervisor- PRN
Maintenance Assistant- Full
Time
Activities Assistant- Full Time
Full Time Scheduler. No Li-
cense or Cert required.

Lamun-Lusk (432)268-8387
1809 US-87 Big Spring

79720

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work/construc-
tion. 1-2 years operator ex-
perience required. Dozer
experience a plus. Pay
DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100%
paid! Apply in person: 9400
S. Service Rd., Coahoma,
TX, or call 432-394-4604 for
more information.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING

STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
.tx.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Cline Construction has imme-
diate opening for CDL-A
Driver. Apply in person at
1807 N. FM 700, Big Spring.

Community Supervision
Officer Position Available

Would you like the opportun-
ity to supervise and help
people in the community? We
are looking for someone with
a bachelor's degree to join
our great team and start an
exciting career with many be-
nefits and the opportunity to
make a difference! Applica-
tions and a list of qualifica-
tions are available at Adult
Probation, Howard County
Annex, 315 South Main,
Suite B, Big Spring.
(432)264-2245 Applications
are due by January 17th.
Only applicants selected for
an interview will be contac-
ted.
Dixie Electric is hiring, li-
censed electricians and ap-
prentices with experience.
We are also hiring, foreman,
linemen, and operators with
experience. CDL recommen-
ded.
Please contact Chris
Braswell at 432-924-2180 or
Josef Nairn at 432-213-0425.
You can also apply in person
at 3611 N Hwy 87, Big Spring
Texas.

DRIVER --- Penta Petro has
immediate openings for fuel
transportation drivers in Big
Spring. Excellent Pay with
benefits. Must be 23 years of
age, possess
CDL/Hazmat/Tanker and
must have fuel transportation
experience. If qualified
please contact Shae at
432.689.0660. www.penta-
petro.com

Medication aide Split shift
Nurse 2p – 10p
Ins Benefits
Big Spring Center for Skilled
Care, 3701 Wasson Rd., Big
Spring, TX., ph #(432) 606-
5012.

Help Wanted

Full-time Registered
Nurse Needed
***$3000 Sign-on Bonus***
We offer an excellent salary,
insurance, 401K, and paid
time off.
If interested please email
lrackard@homehospicewtx.c
om
Equal opportunity employer.

La Quinta Inn @
1102 W. I-20 is hiring for
housekeeping. Apply in
person. NO phone calls.

Now Hiring
CDL Driver
Full-Time
Call (432) 664-0652

SAND BLASTER LOOKING
FOR
BLASTER/PAINTER/COAT-
ER. APPLY IN PERSON
3262 EAST I20 IN STANTON

Now Hiring shop cleaner and
mechanic. Must have good
references, valid drivers li-
cense, be dependable, and
show up to work daily. Apply
in person at Western Truck
and Trailer 3000 North
Highway 87.

TownePlace Suites
by Martiott Now Hiring:
Breakfast Attendant, House-
keeping, Laundry Attendant,
Maintenance and Bartenders.
Applications can be picked
up at: 1011 N. San Antonio
St., Big Spring, Tx 79720

Help Wanted

Complex Community
Federal Credit Union is now
accepting applications for the
Teller position in Big Spring,
Texas.

The Teller provides full
service to the member by
processing all financial
transactions accurately and
in a timely manner, answers
questions of the members
and utilizes knowledge of
available credit union
products and services to
expand member
relationships.

Qualifications include:
Previous cash handling
experience, proven
communication skills, High
School Diploma, at least 18
years of age and a member
focused attitude.

This full time position comes
with medical, dental, vision,
401(k) and more.

Applications can be found
and dropped off at any
branch location or at 503
East FM 700 in Big Spring.

Items for Sale
Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$385/full cord, & $200/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Real Estate for Rent
1 acre of land for RV/Mobile
Home (not in trailer park)
for $500/month
Call 432-213-5631

1 left-kingsize(4rms) 1 bdrm
furnished apt. $600.00. Su-
per private. 1 person only.
nonsmoking/pets.
wtr.gas,elec paid. Expect to
see very nice apt. Credit
qualify. 611 Runnels
432-270-0707

2 & 3 bedroom house.
Rental references required.
Call Randy 432-466-9358 for
details. No text please!

Real Estate for Rent
1010 A Nolan. New duplex. 2
bed/2 bath w/kitchen appli-
ances. No bills paid
$975/month, $500/dep.
Call 432-267-7449 or
432-634-8101

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319

1206 East 11th Place. 3 bed,
2 bath, 2 car garage, CH/A,
living/dining room. $1,400/
month plus deposit.

602 George 3 Bedroom/1
Bath
1250 month plus deposit.

No HUD/no bills paid.
(432) 267-2296

1400 Nolan
Nice 2 bedroom/1 bath
w/ shed
C/HA
$750 w/ $500 dep
Call 432-517-2876

2402 Marcy Drive
3 bedroom.
Nice house w/garage
$1000/month, $900/deposit
No HUD/No pets/No smoking
Rental references required.
Call 432-270-3849

2600 Cheyenne
2 bedroom /1bath
C/HA .
$2600 month/$750 deposit
Call (432)517-2876

3 Bedroom /1 Bath
C/HA , Laundry room, Walk
In Closet, No Pets & No
Smoking.
Newly remodeled
Large Fenced in back yard
near the High School.
1500 Month/ 1200 Deposit
For more info call
432-631-1994

3704 Calvin. 3 bed, 1 bath.
Brick, CH/A. $900/month,
$900/dep. No HUD/no
pets/nonsmoker. Rental
references required. Call
432-270-3849 for more info.

4104 Muir. 2 bed, 2 bath,
2 living areas, CH/A.
Rental References required.
$1,000/month, $900/dep.
Prefer non-smoker/
no HUD/no pets.
Call 432-270-3849

605 N. Main. Very clean 2
bed, 2 bath, all appliances.
No pets/smoking.
$1,300/month, $1,300/dep,
all bills paid. References
required. Call 432-213-2319

Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

**JANUARY MOVE IN SPE-
CIAL**

$99 First Month Rent
plus deposit

1, 2, & 3 bedrooms

• Pools
• Covered Parking

Ponderosa Apartments
1425 E. 6th St.
432-263-6319

Now renting 2 & 3 bedroom
Ponderosa Apartments East
6th Street.
Call 432-263-6319

Owner Finance
1010 Dogwood
Forsan School District
3 Bed/ 2 bath
2 Car garage
Very Nice with Storage Build-
ing on Half Acre
$10,000 down $1,078.19 a
Month
Call 432-517-2876

Real Estate for Sale

NICE BUILDING LOCATION
IN SOUGHT AFTER
FORSAN ISD - COUNTRY
LIVING WITH CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO TOWN!
WATER WELL, SEPTIC AND
ELECTRIC POLE PRESENT
ON THE PROPERTY BUT
MUST BE VERIFIED. A
PORTION OF THE LAND
HAS ALREADY BEEN
CLEARED OFF! BUILD
YOUR DREAM HOME HERE
AND ENJOY THE WILDLIFE!
MOTIVATED SELLER! CALL
ME TO TAKE A LOOK AT
THIS PROPERTY. IT WONʼT
LAST LONG! CONTACT
MIQUE YARBAR AT
432-213-5259 FOR INFO.
BROKERAGE: C. LARSON
REAL ESTATE

Price Reduced 

Vehicles

1998 Jeep Wrangler Sport
Clean title, Automatic, 4WD,
Hard Top and Bimini
top(beige), CD Player, Navig-
ation, A/C, $2000 323-539-
7629

 All Aboard

Get on the track to success with the 
classifieds. Many career opportunities are 

in store!
          

710 Scurry • 79720

 All Aboard
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

279778

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

TREE TRIMMING

Prune Trees, Shrubs, Hedges,
Tree Removal & Mow Lawns

432-270-0485 263097

2012

2015

2016

TREE SERVICE

27
88

27

LAWN & TREE TRIMMING
FREE ESTIMATES

432-270-8049

Larry's 
COMPLETE

A+

 PAINTING 

27
92

14

J.P'S
Reliable Residential

Painting
Locally owned, for all
your painting needs

Call
432-212-0543

People just like you
read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds. 

Call us today at 
263-7331

and place your ad.

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

HANDYMAN

27
93

90

CS
 HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small
Paint, Drywall, Etc.

Residential 
Interior - Exterior

432-270-5608

TRUCKING

Winch Trucks
Pole Trucks
Crane Truck
Slick Backs

One Ton/Gooseneck
with winch

Tractor Work
All Types

Different Attachments
Including Backhoe

Forklift

Jr. Melendez - Owner
(432) 466-1754
(432) 213-4547

Welding ad Fabricating
Shops, Carports, Fences

BBQ Pits, etc.

Leased to Rig Runners, Inc.

26
79

27

TREE TRIMMING

27
94

11

Lion in The
Tree Trimming

Services
Pruning, Trimming & ??

FREE ESTIMATES
Call

Nathan @ 432-307-8369
or  Sam @ 432-816-3323
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFINGCONSTRUCTION

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

27
97

39

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CONSTRUCTION

Voted Best In Roofing & 
Best In Home Improvement Contractor

Kenn Construction
• Roofing & Construction

• Immediate Schedules Available
• Most Roofs Completed In One Day

• Custom Kitchen & Baths
• Hand Crafted Cabinetry & Tile

Big Spring Owned and Operated

432-267-2296
Kennconstr@basin-net.net 278513

2016

STORAGE

27
85

03

AAA MINI STORAGE
3301 E. FM 700 • Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-0732
1/2 Off 1st Month and no deposit

Business Hrs.:
Mon.-Fri. 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
SUNDAY CLOSED

ROOFING

DB Roo ng & Construction
Locally Owned

Specializing In All Aspects Of Roo ng
• Commercial Roofs • Metal • Torch Down

Redecks & Residential
Competitive Prices

The Right Choice In Roo ng Since 1987
432-213-7277 27

85
36

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

HOUSE PAINTING
27

72
26

Free Estimates

Grumpy Old Men
House Painting

Our wives wants us out of the house!
House Painting

Call Sonny at 432-741-5741
or Brad at 254-702-7986

Facebook
Grumpy Old Men House Painting

Both live in the Big Spring Area

PEREZ
CONCRETE AND CONSTRUCTION

Commercial |  Industrial  |  Residential

Foundations • Retaining Walls • Curbs • Fences
Storm Cellars

279765
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By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Very Hard

9 1 4

7 1 2

3 7 9

7 5 6

3 4 2 8

8 1 3

7 5 6

9 5 1

9 5 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Holiday
MatHis

Venus Transit En-
courages Acting 

‘As If’

      So you’re unsure. 
No one else has ever 
lived this day, either. 
It’s a fresh scenario: 
Everyone is equally 
clueless. So don’t be 
like that reality game-
show contestant who 
uses “I’ve never done 
anything like this be-
fore...” as a disclaimer 
for the results. The 
current Venus transit 
will help you imagine 
and act with confi-
dence whether or not 
you feel it. 
      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Feel 
scattered? Think of it 
as a prolonged state 
of brainstorming. 
You’re searching for 
one small new thing 
to add to your life to 
brighten your mood 
and enhance the im-
pression you make on 

the world. 
      TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). Some of 
the good questions 
have answers. But 
most of them just 
hang their, ripe, over-
head and will continue 
to do so for many life-
times, scenting the air 
with their sweetness, 
drawing our imagina-
tions up and up and 
up. 
      GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Give your-
self a wide margin for 
error. You won’t need 
it, but this will keep 
you at the low stress 
level that allows for 
maximum poise and 
charisma to spare. 
You’ll like whom this 
attracts. 
      CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Laughter 
usually bonds peo-
ple, but be aware that 
it can also alienate 
people. Not everyone 
has your stellar sense 
of humor, especially 
when it comes to kid-
ding that’s a little too 
close for home. Sensi-
tivity required.  
      LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22). From Hitch-
cock to Shakespeare, 
the best storytellers 
know to leave the 
most intense scenes 
off the stage and let 
the audience fill in the 
blanks with imagina-
tion. You’ll benefit from 

doing the same. Say 
nothing. Let them fill in 
the blanks.
      VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). The social 
technology that is 
supposed to facilitate 
human connection 
often has the opposite 
effect, drawing us into 
a social fantasy while 
we ignore those who 
actually exist at an 
arm’s length. Don’t let 
it happen to you and 
yours. 
      LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Greatness 
and inner strength 
go hand in hand. You 
develop it the same 
way you do physical 
strength -- by doing 
hard things over and 
over. It’s why you 
choose to stick to this 
job until it’s done. 
      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). The 
animals have an effect 
on you, and you’ll be 
more keenly aware 
of this. Whether you 
care for an animal or 
just admire the natural 
world, you’ll be en-
riched by other life-
forms today.  
      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Being in control of 
a small part of your 
environment will make 
you feel in control of 
your whole world. To 
extend the idea, what 
you do for your body, 

you’ll do for your life.
      CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
When it comes to “get-
ting over it,” there’s 
no time limit. Take as 
long as you need. Just 
know that until you’re 
“over it,” it will be hard 
to get “on with it,” so 
it’s in your own best 
interest not to wallow. 
      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). The con-
cept of one person not 
being good enough for 
another person is truly 
false. There are better 
matches and worse 
matches, but no one is 
inherently better than 
anyone else.  
      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Life 
doesn’t usually offer 
closure in any kind of 
neat form. Endings 
often aren’t. And even 
when they are, they 
can be so long and 
drawn out, you might 
as well say “so long” 
instead of “goodbye.” 
      TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Jan. 3). There 
will be a role rever-
sal at the top of your 
solar return that will 
help you finally claim 
a property, obtain a 
title or change a habit. 
The early-year action 
will center on a youth-
ful presence in your 
life. Windfalls come 
in March and July. 
Too many opinions 

come at you in Au-
gust; stand strong in 
just one: yours. Libra 
and Pisces adore you. 
Your lucky numbers 
are: 6, 20, 5, 33 and 
19.  
      ASTROLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS: “I was 
born on May 13, 1960. 
Yes, a Friday. The 
man I am dating was 
born on April 13th, 
1973, also a Friday. 
We are 13 years apart 
in age and have other 
quirky ‘13’ things sur-
rounding our relation-
ship. For example, 
we met on March 13, 
2004. What is in store 
for us?” 
      Western culture 
has had negative 
associations with 
the number 13 for 
hundreds of years. 
There’s even a name 
for the fear of 13: 
“triskaidekaphobia.” 
Many modern eleva-
tors skip floor 13 all 
together, naming it 14 
instead. In pop music 
history, John Mayer 
has 14 tracks on his 
debut album, although 
the unlisted 13th is 0.2 
seconds of silence. 
There are other cul-
tures in the world, in 
China and Italy for 
instance, who consid-
er 13 to be lucky. In 
your case, the number 
13 is not only lucky; it 
symbolizes an attitude 

you have as a couple 
-- you and me against 
the world! The world 
is actually very much 
on your side, but the 
fierce loyalty you show 
one another provides 
protection from the 
harsher elements of 
reality. You stand up 
for one another and 
are not afraid to be dif-
ferent. You’re envied 
because of this. I see 
you buying property 
together this year. Try 
to sign the contract on 
the 13th! 
      CELEBRITY 
PROFILES: British 
author, poet and pro-
fessor J.R.R. Tolk-
ien saw many of his 
friends perish in World 
War I, and out of his 
firsthand knowledge of 
war’s evils he created 
the epic mythological 
battles in “The Lord of 
the Rings” and other 
works. Tolkien was 
born when the sun 
and Mercury were in 
ambitious Capricorn, 
and the moon and Ve-
nus were in altruistic, 
philanthropic Aquari-
us.
 
To write to Holiday Mathis, 

visit www.creators.com/
author/holiday-mathis and 

click “Contact.”
COPYRIGHT 2017 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Living Independently

       Dear Annie: I 
moved out and started 
living on my own sev-
eral years ago, and I 
have fallen in love with 
living independently. 
However, over the 
years, my parents’ 
insistence that I move 
back near home has 
increased. Despite 
being only an hour 
away by plane (about 
300 miles), they insist 
that I “need to be 
within driving distance 
in case anything hap-
pens.”

      My parents are 
both still working and 
by no means need to 
be cared for. If they 
do need to be cared 
for when they’re older, 
I will probably move 
back closer to them. 
I’m an only child.
      But right now, the 
guilt tripping is getting 
out of hand, and it 
makes me enjoy my 
phone calls with them 
less. Lately, I don’t feel 
like calling them much, 
but that bums me out, 
too. How do I let my 
parents know that 
I need to be on my 
own without hurting 
their feelings? -- Child 

Forever
      Dear Child: As 
annoying as it might 
be, you will always 
be their little girl, and 
I’m sure they are just 
missing you. Don’t let 
them make you feel 
guilty. You might point 
out to them that they 
did such a great job 
raising you that you 
have the self-confi-
dence to live inde-
pendently and start 
your own life. You’re 
only 300 miles away 
-- which, by the way, is 
driving distance -- so 
perhaps plan a few 
more trips home this 
year. And who knows? 
If you decide to have 
kids someday, you 
might want to be close 
to home so Grandma 
and Grandpa can help 
with baby-sitting.

      Dear Annie: This 
is in response to last 
month’s letter from 
“Dog Lover,” who 
wants to get another 
dog but can’t because 
his wife has refused. 
I can understand the 
wife’s position. I have 
been married for over 
53 years and have 
had many cats and 
dogs as pets in the 
household. Granted, 
I have been the one 
to bring them home, 
but I have also been 
the one who has 
done all the caretak-
ing. My animals have 
always been trained 
and well-treated. My 
husband has enjoyed 
them all but has never 
put the time in. I have 
to do the work neces-
sary to have a healthy, 
happy pet.

      A dog is like a 
child. Someone has 
to train it (which most 
people don’t even 
know how to do) feed 
it, give it quality time, 
clean up after it, take 
it to see a doctor, be 
prepared to expend 
large amounts of mon-
ey on it if necessary, 
groom it, keep it clean 
and, most of all, love it 
like a family member.
      Many people get 
pets and then, after a 
while, totally drop the 
ball, ignoring or even 
abusing it. Then it’s off 
to the pound or thrown 
out of a car on a back 
road.
      I suggest that this 
man volunteer at a 
shelter. When the right 
animal comes along, 
he can invite his wife 
to meet it, and they 

can decide together 
whether they want 
the responsibility of a 
pet and discuss who 
would be responsible 
for what. If they decide 
together it’s the right 
thing to do for them, 
then they can give a 
needy furry friend a 
home.
      All my pets have 
been rescue animals, 
and they have all been 
wonderful family pets. 
-- Mary
 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. To find out 
more about Annie Lane 

and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 

columnists and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.

com.
COPYRIGHT 2017 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Tired of the same old 
routine at home?

 Look for an exciting new 
job in the classifieds!

710. Scurry.
       79720

WANT MORE...

Big Spring Herald 
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TUESDAY JAN. 3

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 3, the 
third day of 2017. There are 362 
days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:
On Jan. 3, 1967, Jack Ruby, 

the man who shot and killed 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the 
accused assassin of President 
John F. Kennedy, died in a 
Dallas hospital.

On this date:
In 1521, Martin Luther was 

excommunicated from the 
Roman Catholic Church by 
Pope Leo X.

In 1777, Gen. George 
Washington's army routed the 
British in the Battle of 
Princeton, New Jersey.

In 1870, groundbreaking took 
place for the Brooklyn Bridge.

In 1892, J.R.R. Tolkien, 
author of the "Lord of the 
Rings" trilogy, was born in 
Bloemfontein (BLOOM'-fahn-
tayn), South Africa.

In 1911, the first postal sav-
ings banks were opened by the 
U.S. Post Office. (The banks 
were abolished in 1966.)

In 1938, the March of Dimes 
campaign to fight polio was 
established by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
himself had been afflicted with 
the crippling disease.

In 1946, William Joyce, the 

pro-Nazi radio propagandist 
known as "Lord Haw-Haw," was 
hanged at Wandsworth Prison 
in London for high treason.

In 1947, congressional pro-
ceedings were televised for the 
first time as viewers in 
Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York got to see some of the 
opening ceremonies of the 80th 
Congress.

In 1959, Alaska became the 
49th state as President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed a procla-
mation.

In 1977, Apple Computer was 
incorporated in Cupertino, 
California, by Steve Jobs, Steve 
Wozniak and Mike Makkula 
Jr.

In 1980, conservationist Joy 
Adamson, author of "Born 
Free," was killed in northern 
Kenya by a former employee.

In 1997, Bryant Gumbel 
signed off for the last time as 
host of NBC's "Today" show.

Ten years ago: Gerald R. 
Ford was laid to rest on the 
grounds of his presidential 
museum in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, during a ceremony 
watched by thousands of 
onlookers. Four Americans 
and an Austrian abducted in 
southern Iraq spoke briefly and 
appeared uninjured in a video 
delivered to The Associated 
Press. (The men, security con-
tractors for the Crescent 
Security Group based in 
Kuwait, were later killed by 
their captors.) 

Five years ago: The Iowa 
Republican Party held its cau-
cuses; although Mitt Romney 
was originally considered the 
winner by an extremely nar-
row eight-vote margin, officials 
later said that Rick Santorum 
had in fact beaten Romney by 
34 votes; in the Democratic cau-
cuses, President Barack Obama 
ran unopposed. A gas pipeline 
in central Syria exploded; the 
government blamed "terrorists" 
while the opposition accused 
officials of playing on fears of 
religious extremism and ter-
rorism to rally support behind 
President Bashar Assad.

One year ago: Republican 
presidential contender Donald 
Trump brushed off an African 
militant group's video that 
showed him calling for 
Muslims to be banned from 
coming to the U.S.saying what 
he thought. Saudi Arabia 
announced it was severing dip-

This Date 
In History

® 2016 The Associated Press.
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DALLAS
Continued from Page 6

Prescott’s short stint 
preserved the highest 
rookie passer rating in 
NFL history (104.9), but 
the loss left him tied 
with Pittsburgh’s Ben 
Roethlisberger for most 
wins by a rookie at 13.

Not that any of those 
numbers matter now.

“Eyes are all on the 
playoff game,” Prescott 
said. “We will wait to 
see who our opponent 
is. But in the meantime, 
we will get better this 
week, makes ourselves 
better in every way 

that we can. Then when 
we figure out who it is, 
continue to get better 
and ready for that oppo-
nent.”

The Cowboys thought 
they had good chemis-
try the last time they 
were in this position 
nine years ago, with 
Romo leading the way 
to the same record after 
a loss to finish the regu-
lar season when the top 
seed in the NFC, home-
field advantage in the 
playoffs, was already 
wrapped up.

Romo was criticized 
for making a side trip to 
Cabo San Lucas , Mexi-
co, with then-girlfriend 

Jessica Simpson be-
fore Dallas lost the first 
playoff game to the New 
York Giants.

The crushing loss 
prompted receiver Ter-
rell Owens to say, tear-
fully, “He’s my quarter-
back,” on a day Jones 
still calls perhaps his 
worst in 27 years as 
owner.

A year later, Owens 
was dumped in the off-
season in a move that 
Jones labeled “Romo-
friendly” after reports 
of a divided locker room 
following a 9-7 season 
that kept the Cowboys 
out of the playoffs.

Tight end Jason Wit-

ten was at the center 
of that controversy be-
cause of his close rela-
tionship with Romo. He 
just finished his 14th 
season, 17 yards from 
breaking Hall of Famer 
Michael’s Irvin fran-
chise record of 11,904 
yards receiving.

“I think, specifically, 
this football team has 
a true identity in how 
it plays,” Witten said. 
“You talk about family 
and togetherness and 
that is what this team 
is all about. The spirit 
of this group is really 
special. Now we have to 
recommit to that.”

Coach Jason Garrett 

was the offensive coor-
dinator in 2007 and kept 
his job through 8-8 re-
cords in his first three 
full seasons after replac-
ing Wade Phillips.

After guiding Dallas to 
the NFC East title at 12-4 
two years ago, followed 
by 4-12 mostly without 

Romo last season, he 
has the Cowboys back 
on top with the third 
13-3 finish in franchise 
history.

“It’s not really a time 
for reflection,” Garrett 
said. “This is a time to 
get our eyes forward 
and get back to work.”

TEXANS
Continued from Page 6

first in yards allowed de-
spite losing J.J. Watt early 
on, but the revamped offense 
was among the worst in the 
league, ranking 29th by aver-
aging just 314.7 yards a game.

O’Brien discussed his disap-
pointment in the offense not 
living up to expectations.

“Obviously no it hasn’t,” 
he said. “We haven’t coached 
good enough, haven’t per-
formed good enough on of-
fense. Look in the mirror 
on that. We’re going to work 
very hard to figure out what’s 
the best way to move the ball 

against Oakland. But look, 
what’s happened happened 
and this is a new week and a 
new season, and I know our 
guys will come in ready to 
go.”

Whoever starts at quarter-
back for Houston this week 
should get a boost with the re-
turn of running back Lamar 
Miller , who has missed the 
last two games with an ankle 
injury. Miller has 1,073 yards 
rushing and five touchdowns 
in his first year with the Tex-
ans after spending his first 
four years with the Dolphins.

“He’s feeling better,” 
O’Brien said. “He’s been a 
very productive player for us 
this year, so we’re looking for-
ward to getting him back.”

TECH
Continued from Page 6

But Smith left Beard with 
the ingredients needed to 
compete in the Big 12.

The Red Raiders have size, 
depth and experience, with 
five veteran starters led by 
point guard Keenan Evans 
and forward Zach Smith. 
Tech also spreads the ball 
around — four players aver-
age at least 11.5 points per 
game — and it’s among the 
best rebounding teams in 
the country, at over plus-11 
per outing.

Still, the Red Raiders’ 11-1 
start was questioned be-

cause it came against one of 
the weakest nonconference 
schedules in the county. 
They split their two biggest 
challenges, losing 67-65 to 
Auburn on a neutral floor 
and beating Richmond 79-72.

“Even though we’re an 
experienced team in a lot of 
ways, we do have some play-
ers that have never played 
in the Big 12. And as much 
as you try to explain it or as 
much as you try and chal-
lenge yourself with noncon-
ference games ... it’s not the 
Big 12 until you get here. So 
I think it’s a great learning 
experience. It’s an 18-round 
fight,” Beard said.

For the first 30 minutes of 
the first round, Tech looked 

like a Big 12 contender.
The Red Raiders flum-

moxed the Cyclones on their 
home floor, a rare sight 
at Hilton Coliseum, and 
jumped ahead by as many 
as 14. But with defeat loom-
ing, Iowa State coach Steve 
Prohm went to a four-guard 
lineup and the explosive Cy-
clones got rolling.

Iowa State got Tech out of 
the deliberate pace it prefers 
and the Red Raiders crum-
bled. Texas Tech shot just 26 
percent from the floor and 
was outscored 38-21 in the 
second half.

It’ll be up to the Red Raid-
ers to prove whether their 
inability to close out the Cy-
clones was a fluke.

Gordon, Harden lead Rockets to win
HOUSTON (AP) — 

James Harden had an-
other triple-double, 
though this one wasn’t 
record-setting like his 
last. Still, it was enough 
to help the Houston 
Rockets to their fifth 
straight win.

Harden had 23 points, 
10 assists and 10 re-
bounds and Eric Gordon 
scored 31 points to lead 

the Rockets to a 101-91 
win over the Washing-
ton Wizards on Monday 
night.

Harden’s ninth triple-
double of the season 
was a rocky follow-up to 
his brilliant New Year’s 
Eve performance where 
he had 53 points, 17 as-
sists and 16 rebounds 
against the Knicks and 
became the first player 

in NBA history with a 
50-15-15 game.

In this one, Harden 
committed six turn-
overs and was just 2 for 
11 on 3-pointers after go-
ing 9 for 16 against New 
York.

Anderson scored eight 
points on 3-for-7 shoot-
ing from the field, in-
cluding 2 for 5 on 3s) to 
help Houston start off 

the new month with a 
win following a 15-2 De-
cember.

Bradley Beal had 27 
points for the Wizards 
after missing Friday 
night’s game against 
Brooklyn with a right 
ankle sprain.

Gordon hit a deep 3 to 
give Houston an eight-
point lead with two 
minutes remaining and 

later stretched the lead 
to 10 with a layup with 
a little more than a min-
ute left.

Washington had a 
53-41 lead at halftime, 
thanks in large part to 
Houston’s eight turn-
overs and poor shooting 
from beyond the arc. 
The Rockets were just 
2 of 17 on 3s in the first 
half but made 10 of 22 in 

the second half to turn 
the game around.

“At the beginning of 
the game, they were 
dead — I felt like we 
were going to win the 
game by double digits 
just by the way we were 
flowing and they had no 
rhythm,” Beal said. “In 
the second half, it was 
just a totally different 
game.”


