
By AMANDA ELSTON
Managing Editor

Out of all the trees in Big 
Spring, three rose above to be-
come the Heritage Museum’s 
winners of the annual Christ-
mas Tree Forest event. Muse-
um Director Tammy Schrecen-
gost announced Thursday that 
Northside Community Center 
took home first place winning 
$100, followed by Jode Trucking 
and Towing in 2nd with $50, and 
Coahoma/Forsan life skills class 
coming in third with $25. The for-
est, which boasted over 55 trees 
decorated by various community 
organizations, businesses, and 
families, has been taking votes 
for the best trees since its opening 
back in November.

“We had these jars under the 
trees with the different names on 
them,” said Schrecengost. “Peo-

ple would 
vote with quarters as 

to their favorite tree and it helped 
with the Christmas funds this 
year. So our thinking was that it 
gave people a chance to choose a 
winner. They really enjoyed it.”

Organizations, businesses, and 
families who participated in the 
forest decorated trees provided by 
the museum. 

While some opted to go tradi-
tional, others chose to decorate 
trees that reflected their company. 
Others, such as Northside Com-
munity Center, went completely 
original.

“I know the dress tree that won 
was very nice,” said Schrecen-

gost of Northside Community 
Center’s tree. “They worked 
really hard on that. It was a 
group effort by several of them 

down there.” 
According to Schrecengost, first 

and second place were won be-
cause of a single, sizeable dona-
tion.

“Someone donated a $100 bill 
that just really wanted to support 

See WINNERS, Page 3A

Heritage Museum’s Christmas 
Forest Tree winners announced

 Cary Aspinwall
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS (AP) — Every Christ-
mas show has its hiccups: An 
angel’s wings fall off. Tiny Tim 
forgets his lines. The Sugar Plum 
Fairy spins off stage.

But not many have to cope with 
a star missing the performance 
due to an urgent date with a crim-
inal court judge.

The Dallas Morning News re-
ports that was just one of the chal-
lenges of putting on a Christmas 
play in a women’s unit at the Dal-
las County Jail. All the costumes 
were green-striped jail scrubs. 
All the actors were female (even 
the Three Wise Men).

See PLAY, Page 3A
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Festival of Lights 
draws more than 
10,000 to park

Some Dallas County inmates act 
in behind-bars Christmas play

David Woo/The Dallas Morning News via AP

In this Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016 photo, Tiffany 
Bunce, right, plays the character, Gladys, in a play, 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”, at Lew Sterrett 
Justice Center Detention Facility in Dallas. 

Courtesy photo

1st place in the Christmas Tree Forest 
went to Northside Community Center. 

By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

“Joy to the world!” 
The Comanche Trail 
Park Festival of Lights 
is spreading Christmas 
spirit and lighting up 
the holidays for people 
from all over the globe.

“It’s going really well 
actually. We’ve had 
people from 10 coun-
tries and 29 states,” said 
event chairwoman Pat 
Simmons. “Altogether 
we’ve had 11,576 visi-
tors. That Sunday when 
it got real cold, we had 
1,196 visitors on that 
one day. I just hope the 

weather holds out.”
This year marks the 

20th anniversary of the 
festival, which opened 
Dec. 15.

“We’ll be open from 
6 to 10 p.m. every night 
through the end of the 
year,” said Project Man-
ager Howard Stewart. 
“Even on Christmas.”

The Festival features 
lighted displays includ-
ing candy canes and 
candles, lighted poin-
settias, Big Spring land-
marks such as the Hotel 
Settles, and historical 
and cultural elements 

See FoL, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Amanda Elston

A handful of candles light the way at the annual Comanche Trail Festival of Lights 
Thursday night. The festival draws crowds from all over the area and will be open from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. until the end of the year.



HOUSTON (AP) — 
Houston’s $72 million 
man Brock Osweiler is 
staying on the bench 
and the Texans are 
counting on Tom Sav-
age to help them to their 
second straight AFC 
South title on Saturday 
night against the Ben-
gals.

Osweiler, who Hous-
ton signed to that huge 
contract this offsea-
son, was replaced after 
throwing interceptions 
on two straight pos-
sessions in the second 
quarter last Sunday 
against the Jaguars. 
Savage took over and 
threw for 260 yards in 
his first action since 
2014 to help Houston ral-
ly from a 13-point deficit 
for a 21-20 victory .

Coach Bill O’Brien 
stayed with Savage this 
week and the third-year 
player will make his 
first career start against 
the Bengals.

“He’s confident in his 
own abilities,” O’Brien 
said. “He’s a good com-
municator with his 
teammates. His team-
mates have a lot of re-
spect for him. They’ve 
seen how hard he’s 
worked to wait to get 
this opportunity.”

Savage was a fourth-
round pick in 2014, but 
has appeared in just 
three games since then 
after spending all of 
last season on injured 
reserve and serving as 
Osweiler’s backup for 

most of this season.
“It’s a great opportu-

nity to go out there and 
show what I can do,” he 
said. “I have to go out 
there and execute what 
I need to do and I’m go-
ing to have some fun do-
ing it.”

Houston (8-6) can se-
cure the division title 
and a playoff spot Satur-
day with a win against 
Cincinnati and a loss 
by the Titans, who are 

playing the Jaguars. 
The Texans insist they 
aren’t thinking about 
any other team this 
week and are simply fo-
cused on themselves.

“We know what’s 
at hand and what’s in 
front of us, so we’re just 
going out there trying 
to get another win, try-
ing to get our ninth win, 
defend our home field,” 
left tackle Duane Brown 
said. “That’s all we’re 

worried about.”
The Bengals (5-8-1) 

look to end a disappoint-
ing season on a high 
note after losing four of 
their last six to be elimi-
nated from playoff con-
tention , ending a streak 
of five straight postsea-
son appearances.

“Obviously, we’ve 
raised the bar here, so 
we expect to be com-
peting within our divi-
sion,” defensive end 
Carlos Dunlap said. 
“This year, we didn’t 
do that and the end re-
sult is what we’ve got 
now. So it’s not a good 
feeling. Very frustrat-
ing. Nothing we can do 
about it now. We’ve just 
got to learn from it and 
not let it happen next 
year.”

Some things to know 
about the Bengals-Tex-
ans game:

FOURTH QUARTER 
BLUES: The Bengals 
have scored only 51 
points in the fourth 
quarter, an average of 
3.6 that is the worst in 
the NFL. The winless 
Cleveland Browns are 
second-to-last. In the 
past six games, the Ben-
gals have managed three 
field goals and a safety 
in the fourth quarter, 
contributing to the slide 
that ended their post-
season hopes. In a 24-20 
loss to the Steelers on 
Sunday, they were shut 
out in the second half

See TEXANS, Page 3B

ARLINGTON, Texas 
(AP) — Matthew Staf-
ford and the Detroit Li-
ons aren’t quite in win-
or-go-home mode like 
the last time they visit-
ed his hometown Dallas 
Cowboys for a wild-card 
playoff two years ago.

The Lions could do 
their postseason hopes 
a lot of good Monday 
night with a victory, 
though. That includes 
scenarios where De-
troit (9-5) clinches the 
NFC North by beating 
the conference-leading 
Cowboys, who were the 
first team to lock up a 
playoff berth this sea-
son.

It’s the second straight 
week Detroit can take a 
significant step toward 
the playoffs on the road 
against an NFC East 
contender. The Lions 
didn’t take advantage 
in a 17-6 loss to the New 
York Giants.

“Last week, we had 
opportunities to make 
some plays and we just 
didn’t make them,” 
Stafford said. “For the 
majority of the season, 
we’ve done a really nice 

job of, in those crucial 
times, making those 
plays. I’m sure this 
week and from here on 
out will be no different.”

Tony Romo made the 
crucial play to rally the 
Cowboys past the Lions 
24-20 two years ago for 
just their second play-
off win in two decades 
since their last Super 
Bowl title. He’s the 
backup now, replaced 
by Dak Prescott be-
cause the rookie led an 
11-game winning streak 
while Romo was recov-
ering from a preseason 
back injury.

The streak ended with 
Dallas’ second loss of 
the season to the Giants, 
but Prescott and the 
Cowboys (12-2) recov-
ered by beating Tampa 
Bay.

Then the Cowboys 
clinched the NFC East 
title and home-field ad-
vantage throughout the 
NFC playoffs when the 
Giants lost to Philadel-
phia on Thursday night.

The Giants-Eagles 
outcome didn’t concern 
Prescott, who followed 
his worst game as a pro 

against New York with 
the second-best comple-
tion percentage with at 
least 30 attempts in NFL 
history (88.9 percent).

“This game is going to 
matter,” he said. “Any 
game I play, I partici-
pate in and think pretty 
much everybody in this 
locker room, we want to 
win. We hold ourselves 
to high standards and I 
know I do individually. 
We want to win this 
game.”

Things to consider in 
a series in which four 

of the past five games, 
playoffs included, have 
been decided by four 
points or less:

HOMECOMING: Staf-
ford will be playing on 
the same field a little 
more than a week after 
his high school, Dallas 
Highland Park, won its 
first state championship 
since Stafford won a title 
with the Scots in 2005. 
The latest title came 
with Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones’ grandson, 
John Stephen Jones, at 
quarterback. “I don’t re-

ally know him, but obvi-
ously know the family 
and just happy that his 
success was a big part 
of Highland Park’s suc-
cess,” Stafford said.

KETTLE 2.0? Don’t 
count on it. While Dal-
las rookie sensation 
Ezekiel Elliott wasn’t 
worried about getting 
in trouble with his 
coaches for jumping 
into an oversized Salva-
tion Army red kettle to 
celebrate a touchdown 
against Tampa Bay, 
he’s pretty sure he got a 

one-time reprieve with 
the NFL deciding not 
to fine him. “I think I 
had one get out jail free 
card. I used it already,” 
the NFL rushing leader 
said.

PAIR OF SNUBS: Staf-
ford and Dallas line-
backer Sean Lee were 
among the most promi-
nent snubs on the Pro 
Bowl roster. But at least 
the Cowboys are con-
tenders with some Pro 
Bowlers. They have five 

See DALLAS, Page 3B
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Dallas quarterback Dak Prescott, left, hands off to running back Ezekiel Elliott during 
a recent NFL game. The Cowboys host Detroit Monday night.

NFC East
champs

host Lions

Texans host Bengals, hope to stay atop AFC South 

HOUSTON (AP) — For the first two injury-
filled years of his NFL career many thought of 
Houston’s Jadeveon Clowney as a bust.

Now he’s 
healthy and 
proving the 
d o u b t e r s 
wrong. The No. 
1 pick of the 
2014 draft is 
reveling in that 
fact he can now 
be called a Pro 
Bowler.

“I just want 
to keep playing 
for the Texans 
and let them 
know I’m try-
ing to live up 
to be worthy 
of the num-
ber one pick 
and keep com-
ing strong,” 
Clowney said.

“I’m only getting better. I’m getting healthier 
as the year goes on. Everyone says you wear 
down, but I’m feeling a lot better the longer I’ve 
been in it.”

Clowney is tied for fourth in the NFL with 
a career-high 15 tackles for losses and his five 
sacks are also a career best.

The defensive end had perhaps the best two 
games of his career in the past two weeks where 
he has two sacks, three tackles for losses, five 
quarterback hits, a forced fumble and a batted 
down pass.

On Tuesday his performance this season was 

See CLOWNEY, Page 3B

Clowney’s comeback
complete with 1st
Pro Bowl selection

AP file photo

Quarterback Tom Savage, shown at a 
recent Houston practice, will make the 
second start of his career Saturday night 
when the Texans host the Cincinnati 
Bengals.

Jadeveon Clowney
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Merry Christmas!

Did you know Santa Claus 
likes to visit Big Spring? 
The jolly elf often visits the 
Crossroads City during his 

busiest time of the year, when he's 
about to drop from exhaustion and 
can't go on without a little weekend 
away from the workshop. On such 
occasions, he's been known to hop 
on Blitzen's back and zip on down 
to Howard County, book a room in 
the Hotel Settles, and spend a day or 
two luxuriating in our West Texas 
Christmas spirit. During one such 
trip, good old Kris Kringle stopped 
by the Big Spring Herald offices for a 
half-hour chat with our crack team of 
newshounds.

The Herald: Welcome to Big 
Spring, Santa! How was your flight 
down from the North Pole? 

Santa Claus: Ho, ho, ho! It was 
fast. Those reindeer can fly really fast 
when they need to, and Blitzen is one 
of the fastest! Did you know his name 
means "lightning" in German? This 
time of year, I put in a lot of hours in 
the workshop. Somebody has to keep 
those elves on track. If you leave them 
alone for a second, they'll get into all 
kinds of mischief and start putting 
Godzilla tails on the Barbie dolls or 
mixing up the Pokemon cards with 
the Yu-Gi-Oh cards. Can you imag-
ine some child, all excited on Christ-
mas morning, running downstairs to 
find out that his brand new bike has 

square wheels? Or her new drone has 
its propellers on backward so that it 
flies down instead of up? It would be 
chaos. So...wait, what was I talking 
about again?

The Herald: Your flight down from 
the North Pole?

Santa Claus: Oh, yes... Ho, ho, ho! 
Got off track there for a second. Yes, 
it was fast. In fact, the whole trip only 
took 3.4 seconds. That's more than 4 
million miles per hour. Going that 
fast, everything looks like a blur, but 
at least it doesn't last very long.

The Herald: So what kinds of 
things have you been doing since 
you've been in Big Spring?

Santa Claus: I love looking at 
Christmas lights. I spent some time 
down at the Comanche Trail Park 
Festival of Lights, talking to kids 
and finding out what they want for 
Christmas. Sometimes, when it's not 
too busy, I'll sneak off and just go look 
at the lights. Ho, ho, ho! They're re-
ally pretty, and I like seeing all the 
people driving through and looking 
at them, getting that Christmasy feel-
ing in their hearts. It's inspiring to 
me! The other day I went and walked 
through the Big Spring Heritage Mu-
seum. They have a whole forest of 
Christmas trees scattered throughout 
the museum! Ho, ho, ho! At the North 
Pole, we have a room at the work-

shop full of Christmas trees. 
Some families like to have 
me deliver their Christmas 
trees to them, did you know 
that? Ho, ho, ho! That sure 
takes up some room in the 
old sleigh, believe me! But 
I love walking through that 
room, and the museum is 
a lot like that this time of 

year. Other than that, I was in the Big 
Spring Herald’s Christmas Parade! I 
love riding through town and seeing 
the kids’ eyes sparkle with the lights 
on the parade floats. And then after 
the parade, I went down to the Heart 
of the City Park and talked to a couple 
of hundred children about what they 
want for Christmas! That was a lot of 
fun and I enjoyed meeting all those 
kids! 

The Herald: How did you find time 
to take time off to visit Big Spring? 
Don't you have a lot of work to do?

Santa Claus: To be honest, by the 
time I head down here, most of the 
work is already finished. Ho, ho, ho! I 
just put the Tooth Fairy in charge for 
a day or two. Those elves don't want 
to mess with her...They all take very 
good care of their teeth, brushing 
and flossing, because they just love 
crunching on candy canes and sugar 
cookies! But she's been known to take 
a tooth a little...early...if she gets riled 
up, so the elves are all on their best 
behavior when she's in charge. There 
is this one elf...we call him "Toothless 
Timmy..." he's been on the "naughty" 
list for a while now. Last Christmas 
he stole all the clappers from the jin-
gle bells on my sleigh! That was the 
quietest Christmas Eve trip I ever 
made. But the Tooth Fairy has to 
leave him a dollar for each tooth she 
takes, so he's got about $30 by now. He 
spends it on Gummi Bears, because 
they're nice and soft. 

The Herald: Do you re-
ally read all the letters 
that children send you 
each year?

Santa Claus: Of course! 
Ho, ho, ho! There are a 
lot of them. In fact, that's 

what I spend most of my time actu-
ally doing. I joke about the elves, 
but they're really very good at their 
jobs...they could probably get all the 
toys built on their own, if they had 
to. Anyway, when the letters come 
in, they get scanned into the magic 
Clausputer, where I read them kind 
of like email. Only a lot, lot faster.

The Herald: How do you deliver 
presents to so many children each 
Christmas Eve?

Santa Claus: Did I mention that my 
reindeer are fast? Ho, ho, ho! Also, 
they practice. As I add children's 
names to the "nice" list, the reindeer 
study and memorize their flight path 
so that we never have to pull over on 
the side of the road and check Google 
Maps. Can you imagine? What if I 
was in a no-service area? Rudolph al-
ways has the master plan in mind and 
lights up the path. Plus, I have a few 
magic secrets here and there. Turns 
out it's always just enough to get ev-
erything delivered on time. Anyway, 
thanks for having me into your love-
ly office. I like your Christmas tree. 
But I need to head on out. I want to 
go check out those beautiful lighted 
poinsettias on the dam. I love poinset-
tias. Did you know red is my favorite 
color? 

So, Merry Christmas, Feliz Navidad, 
Joyeux Noel, Buon Natale, Fröhliche 
Weihnachten, Craciun Fericit, Feliz 
Natal; and a Happy New Year too!

A 
chat 
with 
the 
man 
in 
red

HERALD file photos

Santa spent some of his Big Spring vacation 
visiting with local children and listening 
to their Christmas wishes. Clockwise from 
top: Santa put in an appearance at the Big 
Spring Heritage Museum’s Christmas Tree 
Forest; the jolly old elf made a jaunt down 
to Forsan to visit Christmas in Boomtown; 
the VA Medical Center’s Christmas lighting 
was another scene Santa visited. Before he 
left town, Santa said Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all area residents.
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• Food 2 Kids Big Spring needs 
you! It is time to start sacking 
food for Big Spring elementary 
students who do not receive ad-
equate food over the weekends. 
Members of the community can 
be a part by volunteering to sack 
the food. It just takes a couple 
hours of your time and the work 
is very rewarding. To volunteer, 
just show up at the time and 
dates listed. For more informa-
tion, call, 432-935-3998.

The next sacking session will 
be at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 2 and 3 at the 
old Lakeview High School gym lo-
cated at 1107 N.W. Seventh St. To 
get there, take Gregg Street north 
and turn left on Delaney, which 
is the block just past the Salva-
tion Army retail store. Delaney 
turns into Seventh Street, you 
will go over the railroad tracks 
and the school is on the left.

If you want additional informa-
tion about getting your child on 
this program please contact your 
child’s school.

• Seniors and mature adults are 
invited to a dance on the first, 
third and fifth Friday of each 
month at the Dora Roberts Com-
munity Center.

Dances are from 7:30 p.m. to 10 
p.m. with live bands. No alcohol 
or smoking permitted. There will 
be a pot luck as well so bring a 
dish if you want to eat.

Cost is $8 per person.

Meetings

• The Big Spring Art Associa-
tion meets the third Tuesday of 
each month a 7 p.m. in the base-
ment of the Howard County Li-
brary.

• The Christensen-Tucker Post-
2013 Veterans of Foreign Wars 
meets the first Tuesday of every 
month at 7 pm at 500 Driver Road. 
For more information, contact 
David Leonard, Post Command-
er, at 432-816-6004. All combat vet-
erans of foreign wars are invited 
to come. 

• The Big Spring Symphony 
Board of Directors meets every 
first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the 
symphony office, 808 Scurry 
Street. 

• Order of the Eastern Star 
Big Spring Chapter 67 meets the 
third Tuesday of each month at 
219 Main St. Dinner begins at 

6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information, contact 
Jimmy Ruth at 271-2176.

• Staked Plains Masonic Lodge 
No. 598 meets the second Thurs-
day of each month at 7 p.m. (din-
ner is at 6 p.m.) at 219 ½ Main St. 
All Masons are welcome.

• Membership to the Big Spring 
Native American Association is 
open to the public. People inter-
ested in Native American culture 
are encouraged to find out more 
about the organization by calling 
Richard “Indio” Lesser at 432-
935-0125,

Volunteer opportunities

• The Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center volunteer program is in 
need of volunteers. A variety of 
opportunities are open for mem-
bers of the community. For more 
information, call Anita Cline at 
268-4721.

• The Big Spring State Hospital 
Volunteer Services Council is in 
need of volunteers to fill a variety 
of needs to assist the hospital’s 
patients. Applications to become 
a volunteer can be picked up at 
The Chalet, 115 E. Second St., 
Tuesday through Saturday be-
tween 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. or at the 
Big Spring State Hospital Com-
munity Relations Department, 
1901 N. Hwy 87, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Vol-
unteers can assist with a variety 
of functions, including The Cha-
let Resale Shop, various fund-
raisers and patient events. For 
more information, contact Dee 
Lindsey, Big Spring State Hospi-
tal Director of Community Rela-
tions, (432) 268-7535 or danielle.
lindsey@dshs.state.tx.us

• Home Hospice is in need of 
volunteers of all ages. The orga-
nization is requesting volunteers 
to visit patients. Volunteers set 
their own hours. For more infor-
mation, contact Beverly Grant at 
264-7599 or 432-967-0901.

• Mobile meals is in need of vol-
unteer delivery drivers. If you 
would like to donate one hour per 
week to help deliver meals to the 
elderly, call Maria at 816-6474.

• Crossroads Hospice needs vol-
unteers for patient care. Contact 

Eva at 263-5300.

• Victim Services is a non-profit 
independent community-based 
program serving victims of all 
violent crime, including, but not 
limited to, assault, sexual assault 
and domestic violence. Victim 
Services advocates are available 
24 hours of day, 365 days a year 
to provide crisis intervention or 
accompaniment to the hospital 
and law enforcement agencies as 
needed. If you can commit to 30-
hour training, an interview pro-
cess and a background check, we 
need you. For more information, 
call Linda Calvio at 432-263-3312.

• Big Spring and surrounding 
counties are in need of foster 
families. Foster parents are the 
caretakers for the children in 
the community who have been 
abused or neglected. For more 
information on becoming foster 
parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children's Protective Servic-
es office at 432-263-9669.

• The mission of CASA of West 
Texas is to promote and support 
quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and 
neglected children in court in an 
effort to find each child a safe, 
nurturing and permanent home. 
We need your help. If you're in-
terested in volunteering, contact 
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or 
visit www.BecomeaCASA.org or 
www.casawtx.org.

Youth activities

• The Crossroads Young Ma-
rines is taking applications for 
another boot camp. For more 
information, call 432-517-4791. 
Young Marines welcomes boys 
and girls ages 8 to 18 who are still 
attending school.

Need help?

• The Homeownership Preser-
vation Foundation (HPF) is an 
independent national nonprofit 
dedicated to helping distressed 
homeowners navigate financial 
challenges and avoid mortgage 
foreclosure. If you want to stop 
mortgage foreclosure and are 
need of help, the time to call 888-
995-HOPE is now. HPF can pro-
vide counseling free of charge, 
in English and 170 other languag-
es, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year. For free 
foreclosure help, call the hotline.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 

a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. un-
til 8 p.m.

MONDAY
• Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-

based addictions program helping people find free-
dom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Mon-
days at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. Enter 
at the main entrance of the church.

•  Alcoholics Anonymous, As Bill Sees it, 615 Set-
tles, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group or 
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at 
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy) a chronic 

pain disease, a support and informative group, 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for 
more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; open 12 & 12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Newcomers' meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is 
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center 
Veteran’s Healing Center.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/
speakers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birth-
day night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of 
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

Reynaldo Hernandez Sr.
Reynaldo Hernandez Sr. was 

called home by our Father on Dec. 
15, 2016. 

He was a beloved son, a loving 
brother and a devoted father. He 
loved eating beans and potatoes, 
and always burned his tortillas 
but he made the best sweet tea in 
Texas! He was born and raised in 
Big Spring, Texas, on Jan 23, 1957. 

He is survived by his mother, 
Josie Hernandez; his ex-wife Elida 

Hinojos Hernandez; his four children Reynaldo 

Hernandez Jr., Erick Dave Hernandez, Gene Her-
nandez, and Victoria Hernandez; two daughters-
in-law, Valerie Middleton and Joanna Hernandez; 
four brothers, Raphael Hernandez, Domingo Her-
nandez, Antonio Hernandez, and Jaime Hernandez; 
numerous grandchildren; and one great-grandson 
who loved him dearly.

He is proceeded in death by his father, Apolonio 
Hernandez; and a sister, Joanna Hernandez. He 
was a die hard Dallas Cowboy Fan and will be in 
our hearts forever.

Services will be held on Saturday, Dec. 31 at 10 
a.m. at the Holy Trinity Church.

Paid obituary

James C. Dunlap Jr.
James C. Dunlap Jr., 72, died Dec. 16, 2016 in 

Hobbs, N.M.
A memorial service will be held at 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2016, at Coahoma Church of 

Christ. 
He was born July 8, 1944, in Childress, Texas, to 

James and Jewell Dunlap. Arrangements are under 
the direction of Chapel of Hope Funeral Home in 
Hobbs. Online condolences may be made at:  www.
chapelofhopefunerals.com.

Herminia G. Garcia
Herminia G. Garcia, 84, of Big Spring, died Thurs-

day, Dec. 22, 2016, at her home. Services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle and Welch Funeral Home 
and Crematory.

The Big Spring Herald 
wishes everyone a very 

Merry Christmas! 

www.bigspringherald.com
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S t e e l e r s - R a v e n s , 
Broncos-Chiefs and 
Vikings-Packers. Big ri-
valry games with plenty 
on the line.

Happy Holidays.
There’s been plenty of 

complaining about the 
NFL schedule this sea-
son. Not for Week 16, 
when those three gems 
and a few other strong 
matchups with postsea-
son implications pro-
vide some extra gleam 
to this time of year.

Pittsburgh can ruin 
Baltimore’s January 
plans with a win that 
would clinch the AFC 
North. Kansas City can 
eliminate defending 
champion Denver from 
contention by winning; 
both of those games are 
Sunday.

And while Minnesota 
has virtually no shot 
at making the playoffs, 
it could damage Green 
Bay’s chances by knock-
ing off the Packers.

“Most definitely,” Vi-
kings cornerback Cap-
tain Munnerlyn says. “If 
we can’t go, they can’t 
go. That’s how we’re go-
ing to look at it. We’re 
going to try to spoil 
their parade and put 
them in a bad situation. 
Try to go out there and 
play hard for each other 
in this locker room and 
go out and play hard for 
ourselves.”

The penultimate week 
of the regular season 
began Thursday night 
when the Philadelphia 
Eagles snapped a five-
game slide by beating 
the visiting New York 
Giants 24-19.

Malcolm Jenkins had 
the second two-intercep-
tion game of his eight-
year career, returning 
one for a touchdown 
for the Eagles (6-9). The 
loss put the Giants (10-5) 
in a more difficult spot 
for ending their four-
season playoff drought. 
They still own the top 
wild-card position head-
ing into their finale at 
Washington, and can 
still get in this weekend 
if Detroit, Green Bay, 
Tampa Bay or Atlanta 
loses.

Baltimore (8-6) at 
Pittsburgh (9-5)

Only the Steelers can 
reach the postseason in 
this one. But a Ravens 
win would give them a 
sweep of Pittsburgh and 
the tiebreaker with one 
week remaining.

This one, kicking off 
late Sunday afternoon, 
figures to be a brutal, 
give-no-quarter match.

“It’s what you play 
for. It’s an AFC North 

championship game for 
us. It’s big,” Steelers 
safety Mike Mitchell 
says. “I would have took 
it against little sisters of 
the poor. It really didn’t 
matter.

“When I got here it 
was just you don’t like 
Baltimore. It was like 
growing up in the Cold 
War, you don’t like Rus-
sia.”

Ravens quarterback 
Joe Flacco is a bit more, 
uh, diplomatic.

“It might be a little bit 
illogical, but I think peo-
ple are going to love it,” 
he says. “I think people 
are going to be sitting at 
home on Christmas and 
loving the fact that they 
get to watch Ravens-
Steelers.”

Denver (8-6) at Kan-
sas City (10-4)

The nightcap on 
Christmas night can’t 
possibly match the first 
meeting in Week 12, 
perhaps the game of the 
year, a 30-27 overtime 
classic.

KC is in with a win 
or a Ravens loss or tie. 
Denver’s chore is much 
more difficult; it can’t 
win the AFC West and 
is in a tight race for a 
wild card. A loss would 
be devastating for the 
champs .

“They’re the division 
rival,” Chiefs tight end 
Travis Kelce says. “We 
know what we’re going 
to get out of them. We’re 
both in a place where 
we’re fighting for our 
lives, our playoff lives. 
It’s late in the season 
where it’s that type of 
grind. It’s going to be a 
heck of a challenge for 
us; they know us well, 
we know them well.”

Minnesota (7-7) at 
Green Bay (8-6)

A defeat eliminates 
the Vikings from play-
off contention. It would 
help if star running 
back Adrian Peterson 
, who returned from a 
knee injury last week, 
can play and be more ef-
fective.

A Packers victory 
would set up a Week 17 
game at the Lions for 
NFC North title. They 
climbed back into con-
tention because Aaron 
Rodgers has 22 TD pass-
es and six games with 
a 100-plus passer rating 
since Week 7.

They also can get in 
with a win and a com-
bination of other re-
sults too complicated 
for Mike McCarthy and 
Co. to contemplate right 
now.

San Diego (5-9) at 
Cleveland (0-14)

The only team to go 
0-16, the 2008 Lions, also 
are the only one to go 
0-15. Cleveland is on the 
verge ...

Robert Griffin III gets 
another start to try and 
show the Browns he has 
a future with them. But 
rookie QB Cody Kessler 
figures to get a look at 
some point in the final 
two games.

The Chargers are the 
only NFL team with 
a takeaway in every 
game this season. San 
Diego has at least one 
takeaway in 20 straight 
games.

Tennessee (8-6) at 
Jacksonville (2-12)

After victories over 
Denver and Kansas 
City, this should be easy 
for the Titans, right? 
But with the Jaguars 
changing coaches from 
the fired Gus Bradley 
to interim Doug Mar-
rone, many jobs are on 
the line in the final two 
weeks.

The Titans have won 
three straight and seven 
of 10, and need a victory 
to make next week’s 
game against Houston 
for the AFC South title. 
Their strong running 
game could dictate mat-
ters.

Jacksonville has lost 
nine in a row and is 
winless in six games at 

EverBank Field.

Atlanta (9-5) at Caro-
lina (6-8)

Atlanta moves into the 
postseason with a win 
and a Tampa Bay loss, 
owning the division. 
There are a few scenar-
ios that give the Falcons 
at least a wild card if 
the Bucs also win, with 
Detroit, Green Bay and 
Washington involved.

The Panthers are ea-
ger to reach 8-8 and 
not have a completely 
lost season, and they 
showed their gumption 
in Washington on Mon-
day night. They’ll need 
to protect Cam Newton 
from Vic Beasley, who 
has five sacks and two 
forced fumbles in his 
past two road games, 
and rookie LB Deion 
Jones, who has become 
a force for the Falcons.

Carolina’s Greg Olsen 
needs 8 yards receiving 
to become the first tight 
end with three straight 
1,000-yard seasons.

Miami (9-5) at Buf-
falo (7-7)

A Dolphins victory 
and a Denver loss puts 
Miami into the postsea-
son. That’s due to Mi-
ami winning eight of 
nine while Denver has 
swooned.

Dolphins RB Jay Ajayi 
had a career-best 214 

yards rushing in an ear-
lier win over the Bills. 
QB Matt Moore makes 
his second consecutive 
start in place of Ryan 
Tannehill (strained left 
knee). Moore had a ca-
reer-best four TD passes 
last week.

Buffalo is closing in 
on extending the NFL’s 
longest active playoff 
drought to 17 seasons. 
It probably needs a big 
performance from RB 
LeSean McCoy, who has 
1,462 yards from scrim-
mage, 30 percent of the 
team’s 4,847 yards on of-
fense.

Washington (7-6-1) 
at Chicago (3-11)

Barely breathing 
in the wild-card race, 
Washington needs lots 
of help this weekend. 
The Redskins have won 
six straight against Chi-
cago.

The Bears have been 
competitive recently 
despite their record, 
and RB Jordan Howard 
is second among rook-
ies with 1,059 yards 
rushing. The Redskins 
are allowing 4.5 yards 
per carry — 28th in the 
league.

New York Jets (4-10) 
at New England (12-2)

The road to the AFC 
crown once again will 
run through Gillette 

Stadium if the Patriots 
handle the Jets. The Pa-
triots have won four of 
the past five meetings, 
while the Jets have lost 
five of their past six 
games overall.

Tom Brady has 22 
regular-season wins 
against the Jets as a 
starter. One more and 
he would join Brett Fa-
vre as the only quar-
terbacks with at least 
23 wins against two op-
ponents; Brady has 26 
wins vs. Buffalo.

With New York’s sec-
ondary so vulnerable, 
Brady figures to contin-
ue his mastery.

Indianapolis (7-7) at 
Oakland (11-3)

Already earning its 
first playoff spot since 
making the Super Bowl 
in the 2002 season, the 
Raiders get the AFC 
West with a win and a 
Chiefs defeat. But the 
Colts have won four 
straight in this series 
and need to win out to 
have any chance for the 
playoffs.

Frank Gore needs 109 
yards to become the first 
Colts runner to reach 
1,000 yards in a season 
since Joseph Addai in 
2007. Gore would join 
Hall of Famers Emmitt 
Smith (11), Curtis Mar-

See NFL, Page 3B
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Rivalries add spice to NFL weekend
NFL standings

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

AFC EAST			  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

New England Patriots	 12	 2	 0	 .846	 349	 230	 5-2	 6-0	 8-1	 3-1	 W4

Miami Dolphins		  9	 5	 0	 .615	 281	 301	 6-1	 2-4	 5-4	 2-1	 W1

Buffalo Bills		  7	 7	 0	 .462	 325	 301	 3-3	 3-4	 3-6	 1-3	 L2

New York Jets		  4	 10	 0	 .308	 229	 324	 1-5	 3-4	 3-6	 1-2	 W1

AFC WEST		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Oakland Raiders		  11	 3	 0	 .769	 358	 320	 5-2	 5-1	 7-2	 2-2	 L1

Kansas City Chiefs		  10	 4	 0	 .769	 302	 255	 5-1	 5-2	 7-2	 4-0	 W3

Denver Broncos		  8	 6	 0	 .615	 296	 242	 4-2	 4-3	 5-4	 1-3	 L1

San Diego Chargers		 5	 9	 0	 .385	 350	 347	 3-3	 2-5	 4-5	 1-3	 L2

AFC NORTH		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Pittsburgh Steelers		  9	 5	 0	 .615	 317	 256	 4-2	 4-3	 6-3	 2-1	 W4

Baltimore Ravens		  8	 6	 0	 .538	 279	 237	 5-2	 2-4	 7-3	 4-0	 L1

Cincinnati Bengals		  5	 8	 1	 .423	 268	 269	 3-2-1	 2-5	 4-5	 2-2	 W2

Cleveland Browns		  0	 14	 0	 .000	 207	 375	 0-7	 0-6	 0-9	 0-5	 L13

AFC SOUTH		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Houston Texans		  8	 6	 0	 .538	 229	 274	 5-1	 2-5	 5-4	 4-0	 W1

Tennessee Titans		  8	 6	 0	 .538	 321	 306	 4-3	 3-3	 4-5	 1-3	 W2

Indianapolis Colts		  7	 7	 0	 .462	 328	 333	 3-4	 3-3	 4-6	 2-3	 L1

Jacksonville Jaguars		 2	 12	 0	 .154	 240	 338	 1-6	 1-5	 1-8	 1-2	 L8

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

NFC EAST			  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Dallas Cowboys	   X	 12	 2	 0	 .846	 340	 238	 5-1	 6-1	 7-2	 3-2	 L1

New York Giants		  10	 5	 0	 .692	 255	 244	 6-1	 3-3	 6-3	 3-1	 W1

Washington Redskins	 7	 6	 1	 .577	 330	 317	 4-2	 3-3-1	 5-4	 3-2	 W1

Philadelphia Eagles		  6	 9	 0	 .385	 290	 272	 4-2	 1-6	 3-7	 0-4	 L4

NFC WEST		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Seattle Seahawks		  9	 4	 1	 .654	 274	 232	 6-0	 2-4-1	 4-4-1	 1-1-1	 L1

Arizona Cardinals		  5	 8	 1	 .423	 299	 277	 4-2-1	 1-5	 4-4-1	 2-1-1	 L1

Los Angeles Rams 		  4	 10	 0	 .308	 194	 304	 1-5	 3-4	 3-6	 2-1	 L4

San Francisco 49ers 	 1	 13	 0	 .077	 251	 393	 1-6	 0-6	 1-8	 1-3	 L12

NFC NORTH		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Detroit Lions		  9	 5	 0	 .692	 295	 268	 6-1	 3-3	 7-2	 3-2	 W5

Green Bay Packers		  8	 6	 0	 .538	 333	 312	 5-2	 2-4	 5-4	 2-1	 W3

Minnesota Vikings		  7	 7	 0	 .538	 258	 225	 4-2	 3-4	 4-6	 1-3	 W1

Chicago Bears		  3	 11	 0	 .231	 221	 290	 3-3	 0-7	 3-6	 2-2	 L1

NFC SOUTH		  W	 L	 T	 PCT	 PF	 PA	 HOME	 AWAY	 CONF	 DIV	 STRK

Atlanta Falcons		  9	 5	 0	 .615	 428	 345	 3-3	 5-2	 6-3	 3-1	 W1

Tampa Bay Buccaneers	 8	 6	 0	 .615	 293	 296	 3-4	 5-1	 6-3	 3-1	 W5

New Orleans Saints		 6	 8	 0	 .385	 358	 351	 3-4	 2-4	 4-5	 1-3	 L2

Carolina Panthers		  6	 8	 0	 .385	 311	 337	 4-3	 1-5	 4-5	 1-3	 W1
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• Monique Garcia &
Bert Gusman

• Shylo Rinehart &
Wesley Mitchell

27
75

52

1304 Scurry                        432-264-6000

Stop By Today 
To See Our

 Bridal
 Selections!

k Carly Propps & Jackson Watkins

k Chelsea Holman & Will Conley

k Monique Garcia & Bert Gusman

k Caitlin Everett & Colter Morgan

k Sidney Winters & Clay Ross Harris

2309 Scurry                (432) 267-8491

27
75
60

Browse Their Selections Today!
Elrod’s Furniture

Elrod’s Accents

274861

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 W. FM 700

www.bigspringpediatrics.com

(432) 264-1900     (432) 606-5156

WALK-INS WELCOME!

Pediatric
Saturday Clinic

Now Open!
10am - 1 pm

277178

All Howard County schools are closed for Christ-
mas vacation.

Big Spring Senior Center
Monday: Closed for Christmas holiday
Tuesday: Chicken and dumplings, green peas, 

tossed salad, cinnamon apples with raisins, crack-
ers, milk.

Wednesday: Hamburger steak with mushroom 
gravy and potatoes, mixed vegetables, cucumber 
salad, mixed fruit, bread, milk.

Thursday: Roast turkey and dressing, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, sweet potatoes, green beans, pump-
kin pie, rolls, milk.

Friday: Hot dog with chili, mustard, ketchup, 
relish, baked beans, baked chips, Rice Krispy bar, 
milk.

Howard County menus 

By DON BABWIN 
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — At the end, not 
much was getting through to Helen 
Weithman. The memories she collect-
ed over 98 years were slipping away. 
When Kathleen Strobel talked to her, 
she could tell by the blank look on her 
mom's face that that she didn't under-
stand a lot of what she was saying.

Then came the World Series.
"She really came alive when it start-

ed and they had the Cubs games on," 
Strobel said. "When we started talk-
ing about it she said, 'They haven't 
won since I was born.' It was probably 
the last thing we shared with her be-
cause she died on November 29th."

Strobel hasn't wondered if the hope 
of finally witnessing her Cubbies win 
it all added a little time to her mom's 
life. 

Studies have long suggested no one 
can will themselves to stay alive just 
a little bit longer to reach a milestone 
event like a birthday, holiday, wed-
ding or World Series.

Try telling that to the families of 
some Chicago Cubs fans who are con-
vinced their loved ones hung on to 
see the team win its first Series in 108 
years.

Robert Matijevich doesn't know 
much about all the studies. He just 
knows what he saw at the North Chi-
cago home where he lived with his 
father.

"He was really going downhill but 
in the World Series he was eating bet-
ter, sleeping more," Matijevich said 
of his 88-year-old father, John. "When 
the Cubs won, he said, 'They did it in 
my lifetime.'"

He went to bed and died that night. 
Did the older Matijevich stick around 
long enough to see the Cubs win the 
World Series?

"I really think that was the reason, I 
really do," said his son.

In 2004, as Boston was basking in 
an at-long-last World Series cham-
pionship, statisticians at Ohio State 
University threw water on all those 
stories about dying fans who kept 
themselves alive long enough to wit-
ness the first Red Sox title in 86 years. 
Their study concluded there was no 
evidence that cancer patients willed 
themselves to live just a bit longer.

"You'd hear it all the time, that a 
nurse said so and so hung on until af-
ter Christmas, and it's a nice story," 
said the study's co-author, Dr. Donn 
Young, a now-retired researcher at 
the university's Comprehensive Can-

cer Center. What 
is more likely, he 
said, is explained 
in another study 
that found people 
remember posi-
tive events more 
than they do nega-
tive ones — mean-
ing that nurses 
and other caregiv-
ers are more like-
ly to recall those 
patients who 
made it through 
the holidays than 
those who didn't.

Still, Young ac-
knowledged that 
some of the ailing 
might eat better, 
more faithfully 
take their medi-
cine and get plen-
ty of rest in the 
hopes of reaching 
a milestone. And 
there is no under-
estimating the 
value of the smiles 
and the general 
bliss for Cubs fans 
the night of Nov. 
2 when the World 
Series ended safe-
ly in Anthony Riz-
zo's glove during 
an epic Game 7 in 
Cleveland. There 
is no forgetting 
that, at least for a 
little while, the distraction that the 
Cubs provided to those who had just 
hours or days to live.

That showed up in the death notic-
es — long a place where the families 
have included loved ones' allegiance 
to the Cubs — in the days after the Se-
ries.

The Cubs' win "was one of his hap-
piest moments as he went through 
treatments and rehabilitation" for a 
nerve disease, read the death notice 
for the Rev. Patrick Cecil, a Catholic 
priest in Chicago, who died Nov. 14. 
"He will be sharing that victory with 
those from the Cecil family that have 
preceded him."

It was a similar story for Marvin Pe-
terson.

"He was thinking the (National 
League) pennant would be the only 
thing he'd get," Margaret Peterson of 
suburban Bloomingdale said of her 
82-year-old husband, who was dying 

of cancer at the time.
Instead, he watched on television as 

the Cubs beat the Dodgers in the Na-
tional League Championship Series, 
the Indians in the World Series and 
then celebrated with millions of fans 
at a massive parade and rally.

At his bedside a few days before he 
died on Nov. 18 was a gift from his 
son-in-law: a replica of the World Se-
ries trophy.

"It gave him a lot of joy," said his 
wife. "He was so thrilled after all 
those years of waiting."

And that, she said, is helping her 
get through this first holiday season 
without her husband, who even at 82 
could recite the names of the starting 
lineup of the 1945 Cubs. "I am so hap-
py he got to experience that," she said.

Roger Sieben could see what the 
win meant to his 105-year-old mother, 
Suzanne. Weeks afterward, she re-
membered only bits and pieces about 

the World Series victory party at her 
nursing home in Manitowoc, Wiscon-
sin, the Cubs cake, the staffer dressed 
like the late Cubs announcer Harry 
Caray and the singing of "Take Me 
Out To The Ball Game." But the wom-
an who lived most of her life about 
a mile from Wrigley Field, close 
enough to hear the roar of the crowd 
if the wind was blowing just right, 
could remember with absolute clarity 
that the Cubs had won it all.

Then, after getting a letter from the 
hospice about this 105-year-old Cubs 
fan, the team sent up a package con-
taining a shirt, decals, a photograph 
of the late Cubs great Ernie Banks 
and a note thanking her.

"When the package came she was 
just overwhelmed that they would re-
member her," said her son. "That was 
one of the last memories she would 
have."

She died Dec. 5.

Cubs won it all just in time for many of its long-time fans

AP photo
Cubs fan Helen Weithman, celebrates the Chicago Cubs World Series victory at 
her home in Glen Ellyn, Ill. A lifelong Cubs fan Weithman, 98, who according to 
family was slipping away until the Cubs made it to The World Series, "She really 
came alive when it started and they had the Cubs games on," said the daughter, 
Kathleen Strobel. Weithman died on Nov. 29, 2016 after finally seeing the Cubs 
win the series for first time in her lifetime.

By VICTOR CAIVANO and 
ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A court in Argentina has 
indicted Justin Bieber for alleg-
edly sending his bodyguards to 
beat up a photographer and take 
his camera equipment outside 
a Buenos Aires nightclub three 
years ago.

Court clerk Soledad Nieto con-
firmed the decision to the Asso-
ciated Press on Thursday. She 
said Judge Alberto Banos did not 
issue an arrest warrant and the 
Canadian pop idol can appeal the 
court decision, which was signed 
Wednesday and surfaced late 
in the day. Argentine photogra-
pher Diego Pesoa alleges he was 
chased down and beaten on Nov. 

9, 2013, by Bieber's bodyguards 
outside the INK nightclub, where 
the singer and his entourage par-
tied during his South American 
tour. Pesoa also said the body-
guards took some of his camera 
equipment.

Pesoa's lawyer, Matias Morla, 
celebrated the judge's decision, 
saying that he had acted with-
out being pressured by Bieber's 
fame, and instead "treated him 
like anyone else."

Morla also said that the judge 
has ordered the preventive sei-
zure of about $28,000 from Bieber 
to cover potential legal costs. To 
collect the money, Morla said he 
would ask the judge to request 
U.S. authorities to embargo some 
of Bieber's goods in Los Angeles.

An email message sent to 

Bieber's manager, Scooter 
Braun, was not immediately re-
turned Thursday.

Bieber apologized during his 
Argentina trip for defiling the na-
tional flag on stage and got into 
trouble with police elsewhere 
during the tour for allegedly 
spraying graffiti in Brazil and 
Colombia. In June, Bieber said 
on his Twitter account that he 
would like to play in Argentina 
on his Purpose Tour but "until 
the legal conditions change there 
I can't."

Hundreds of his fans, known 
as "Beliebers," then marched 
in Buenos Aires carrying signs 
saying "Argentina Needs Justin" 
and "Right To Music," asking the 
judge to let the singer perform in 
Argentina.

Argentina court indicts Bieber over attack on photographer
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One of  Texas’ best source of  Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 (432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947

16
17

6

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-2016 279530

WE LEASE MINERALS!
Four Sevens Operating leases minerals in Big 
Spring. This will be a NON-SURFACE USE 
LEASE.

If you are interested in discussing leasing your 
minerals, please come by our office or call. 

We are located at 108 West Marcy Drive
 (across from Walmart) 

432-606-5038.

Hablamos español. Pregunte por Antonio quien 
le atendera en español. 262357

FOUR SEVENS OPERATING CO., LTD

Charles Myers
Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
222735

PLAY
Continued from Page 1A

And all the rehearsals were monitored 
by a sheriff’s deputy. Of course.

The Dec. 15 performance was the brain-
child of the chief public defender, who 
directed the show and picked the play: 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”

It’s based on a book, beloved since 
the 1970s, that Barbara Robinson wrote 
about the unruly Herdman kids taking 
over a church Christmas play.

Lynn Pride Richardson, the defense-
lawyer-turned-theater-director, decided 
to attempt something even more am-
bitious than last year’s poetry perfor-
mance: a real play, with more than a doz-
en characters, blocking and set changes.

Richardson said she loved the play’s 
message: The characters you may think 
are irredeemable can surprise you.

“It highlights a family that is kind of 
ostracized by the community because 
they’re poor and always getting in trou-
ble,” Richardson said. “The message is, 
it’s really because they haven’t been ed-
ucated. And once they learn the Christ-
mas story, it really transforms them.”

In the show within a show, “awful old 
Imogene” Herdman plays the Virgin 
Mary. Her younger sister Gladys, feared 
by all the kids in town for her punches, 
becomes the Angel of the Lord.

The jail play took hours of rehearsals, 
moxie and imagination. Props had to be 

made from things inmates are allowed to 
have; instead of a fake beard, the wom-
en used a Sharpie to draw facial hair on 
“Father.”

The inmates “had to be creative,” said 
Rayne Johnson, who runs Resolana, an 
inmate counseling program operated by 
Volunteers of America Texas. It tries to 
help women break the cycle of incarcer-
ation by addressing root causes such as 
poverty and trauma.

The commitment the volunteer direc-
tor showed “just says to the women that 
they have value — and what’s brought 
out is they have so much more to con-
tribute to the world,” Johnson said. “It 
just shows that women, when we have 
meaningful work, can come together and 
accomplish great things.”

Women in the Resolana program are 
largely nonviolent offenders. Many are 
awaiting trial and cannot afford to post 
bond.

The program attempts to help the wom-
en prepare for a new life when they leave 
jail. Sometimes that means trying new 
things — like acting in a play.

For Missy Keown, 27, the message of 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” 
echoes what she’s learned through Res-
olana: No role is too small, everybody 
matters.

“And that’s so true — there’s no part 
necessarily bigger or more important 
than the others,” she said. Keown, who 
has been in jail since November on drug-

possession charges, played the 
part of Maxine, a girl who nar-
rates the pageant inside the play.

“They taught me that I’m worth 
not giving up on,” she said. “They 
made me realize it’s never too late. 

Every time we fall down is another time 
to get up.”

Before they took the stage, some of the 
inmates playing main characters spoke 
about the reality they’re facing: spend-
ing Christmas — and possibly a lot lon-
ger — in jail.

Tiffany Emmons, who had a key role 
in the play, said she spent Thanksgiving 
in jail, then her birthday, and now prob-
ably Christmas, after being arrested in 
early November for violating probation 
on a 2014 drug conviction.

“I have a 9-year-old daughter at home 
waiting on me, so I don’t plan at all to 
come back,” said Emmons, 29. “I’ll be 
home soon.”

The morning of the play, there was a 
last-minute switch. The inmate playing 
one of the horrible Herdmans had a court 
appearance. Donna Ewing, 48, awaiting 
trial on drug and theft charges, filled in 
and didn’t miss a beat.

The cast’s performance wowed the au-
dience of Dallas County sheriff’s depu-
ties, public defenders, jail officials, vol-
unteers and representatives from grant 
programs that help fund efforts like Res-
olana.

“We’re im-
pressed by the 
human spirit 
that we see in 
them,” said 
Johnson, the 
Resolana di-
rector. “They 
just really 
shine, even in 
the darkest of 
circumstanc-
es.”

WINNERS
Continued from Page 1A

(the Northside Community Center) as 
well as the museum,” said Schrecengost. 
“So it is a two for one thing. Second prize 
also had a $100 bill in it.”

Third place, won by the Coahoma/For-
san life skills class, also had the support 
of many people.

“3rd place won with just so many of the 
students coming by,” said Schrecengost. 
“They came by with their quarters and 
change and that’s how they won. They 
won $25 and they’re putting it in their 
funds for a field trip in the spring.”

While this year’s Christmas Tree Forest 
ended on Friday, there is always next year 
to get involved in the Big Spring tradition.

“Every year it gets a little larger,” said 
Schrecengost. “People can call the mu-
seum so they can get on the list for next 
year and we can send them the informa-
tion when it gets closer to the time we do 
it. We provide the tree and lights, they 
just need to provide the decorations and 
the imagination.”

Contact Managing Editor Amanda 
Elston at 432-263-7331, ext. 230, or email 
editor@bigspringherald.com

FoL
Continued from Page 1A

such as a covered wagon, 
oil derricks, and cattle. A 
newly re-lit American flag 
graces the Comanche Trail 
Lake dam, along with sev-
eral giant lighted poinset-
tias and a “Merry Christ-
mas” welcome sign. 

Also featured are giant 
lighted Christmas cards 
from area businesses, 
schools, churches, and oth-
er organizations. 

Although the display’s 
route was shortened slight-
ly because of construction 
on the historic spring area, 
organizers are hoping to 
attract a record 25,000 visi-
tors by the time the festival 
closes. 

“That’s our goal,” Stew-
art said. “We’ve had 22,000 
and 23,000, but we’ve never 
pushed up over the 25,000 
mark.”

In 2015, more than 21,000 
people visited the attrac-
tion.

The entrance to Festival 
of Lights is located across 
U.S. Highway 87 from Wal-
Mart.

Courtesy photo

2nd place was Jode Trucking and Towing.
Courtesy photo

3rd Place was Coahoma/Forsan Life Skills class.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    

267-8288

Mabel Chute, 91, of 
Big Spring died Tues-
day. Funeral services 
were at 10 a.m. today 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.

 
Crystal Nichole 

Ramirez Muniz, 30, 
of Big Spring, passed 
away Wednesday.  
Services are pending 
at Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home.  A fund 
has been set up at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home to help the fam-
ily with funeral ex-
penses.

To subscribe to the 
Big Spring Herald, 

give us a call at 

432-

263-7331 
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Offi ce Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profi le (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certifi ed in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certifi ed in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

239703

AREAS OF INTEREST: 
GENERAL INTERNAL

 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.
ASTHMA,

 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,
HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN

TESTOSTERONE 
 MANAGEMENT,
LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 304  
432-714-4500

                                      

We have moved to
Suite 304 to serve you better!

263633

“New Car Trade.” “3 To Choose From.”

764 Miles. “Mint Condition.”

2013 Toyota Tundra 2004 Chevy Avalanche Z71

(432) 267-8787 (432) 263-8787
87 AUTO SALES

2011 Harley Davidson V-Rod

We
Finance!$14,950

26
67

47

44th SALE
ANNIVERSARY

$13,950

Merry Christmas!
Stop By Our

Gift Shop For All
Your Christmas Gifts!

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd                         (432) 267-6411

27
64

95

NFL
Continued from Page 2B

in (10), Walter Payton 
(10) and Barry Sanders 
(10) as the only players 
with at least nine 1,000-
yard seasons.

Arizona (5-8-1) at Se-
attle (9-4-1)

With the NFC West 
in their pocket, the Se-
ahawks earned a first-
round bye by winning 
and having the Lions 
and Falcons fall. The 
league’s only undefeat-
ed team at home, Seattle 
is seeking the fourth 
perfect home record 
in franchise history. It 
also was done in 2003, 
2005 and 2012.

But Arizona has won 

two of its past three vis-
its, and it dominated Se-
attle in the teams’ 6-6 tie 
in October.

RB David Johnson 
has more than 100 yards 
from scrimmage in all 
14 games, the longest 
streak to start a season 
in NFL history.

San Francisco (1-13) 
at Los Angeles (4-10)

Not much to recom-

mend in this one. San 
Francisco opened with 
a win over the Rams in 
their first game back in 
Los Angeles. The Nin-
ers haven’t won since.

LA at one point was 
3-1, fell apart, and Jeff 
Fisher was canned as 
coach. That didn’t help 
at all in a lopsided loss 
at Seattle in interim 
coach John Fassel’s first 
game at the helm.

DALLAS
Continued from Page 1B

Prescott, Elliott and offensive line-
men Tyron Smith, Zack Martin and 
Travis Frederick). The Lions don’t 
have any. “I don’t think we’re going 
to have any sort of recount, but nev-
ertheless, our guys are really focused 
on trying to win games,” Lions coach 
Jim Caldwell said.

GREGORY’S RETURN: Jerry Jones 
says he expects Randy Gregory to 
play in his return from a 14-game sus-
pension. The second-year defensive 
end, banned for multiple violations 

of the NFL’s substance-abuse policy, 
practiced for the first time Thursday. 
“Champing at the bit,” Dallas coach 
Jason Garrett said.

DIFFERENT DEZ: In Detroit’s 31-
30 victory in the last regular-season 
meeting between these teams in 
2013, Dallas receiver Dez Bryant had 
an infamous sideline outburst and 
shouting match with tight end Jason 
Witten in Detroit when the Cowboys 
couldn’t hold a 10-point lead in the 
last 7 minutes. 

But Bryant has shown more maturi-
ty this season, most notably when he 
calmly went to the sideline after his 
late fumble cost the Cowboys in a 10-7 
loss to the Giants two weeks ago.

TEXANS
Continued from Page 1B

and managed only 38 
yards total.

HOPE FOR HOPKINS: 
Houston receiver De-
Andre Hopkins should 
have reason to hope 
he’ll have better num-
bers now that Savage 
has taken over at quar-
terback. Hopkins was 
third in the NFL with 
1,521 yards receiving 
last year, but his num-
bers have suffered this 
season as Osweiler 

struggled to get the ball 
downfield and Hous-
ton’s passing offense 
sank to near the bottom 
of the NFL. 

Hopkins has 788 yards 
receiving and has just 
one 100-yard receiving 
game this season after 
finishing with six last 
year. Savage got the ball 
to Hopkins on Sunday 
and he finished with 87 
yards receiving, which 
was his highest total 
since a 113-yard game 
against the Chiefs on 
Sept. 18.

NO CHANGES: Ben-
gals coach Marvin 

Lewis won’t make any 
lineup changes with 
Cincinnati eliminated 
from playoff contention. 
Some of his younger 
players have gotten big-
ger roles as the season 
has evolved, but Lewis 
isn’t going to increase 
their number of plays in 
the last two games.

“My thought is to win 
these next two football 
games with the best 
players we can put out 
there to play,” Lewis 
said. “That’s what 
we owe to everybody. 
This isn’t junior high 
school.”

CLOWNEY
Continued from Page 1B

recognized when he was Houston’s only play-
er selected to the Pro Bowl.

“I put in a lot of hard work all offseason and 
told the guys I was going to try to make the 
Pro Bowl this year,” Clowney said.

“They stuck behind me. We stuck together. 
We’ve been through a lot as a team. To be 
where we’re sitting right now, we’re doing 
good. We just have to keep playing.”

The Texans (8-6) can clinch their second 
straight AFC South title with a win on Satur-
day against the Bengals and a loss by the Ti-
tans, who play Jacksonville.

Clowney appeared in just four games as a 
rookie before having season-ending micro-
fracture surgery. He was healthy in time for 
Houston’s opener in 2015, but struggled with 
a variety of injuries and started just nine 
games.

This season he’s missed just one game and 
his improvement has helped Houston’s de-
fense withstand the loss of J.J. Watt and the 
unit ranks No. 1 in the NFL in yards allowed.

“He’s gone through some stuff the first cou-
ple of years and hasn’t been able to get on the 
field and this year he’s been able to stay on 
the field and been able to show what kind of 
ability he has,” defensive coordinator Romeo 
Crennel said. “So I think that it’s good that 
other people recognize that ability and he’s 
been helping us win. So it’s good.”

It’s easy to see that Clowney is having fun 
this season. He’s always smiling and laughing 
as bounces around the locker room chatting 
with teammates, reporters and staff.

Things weren’t always this way for the for-
mer South Carolina standout. After his micro-
fracture surgery in 2014 when he wasn’t able 
to put any weight on his leg for months he 

wondered about his future.
“Sitting on my couch for two months and I 

was just thinking to myself: ‘Am I going to be 
able to play another snap of football again?’ At 
that time, that’s what I was really thinking,” 
he said. “Am I going to ever get to play again? 
So that was probably the lowest point.”

Houston left tackle Duane Brown is very 
close to Clowney and one of his biggest sup-
porters. He’s also the player Clowney most of-
ten goes against in practice.

Brown was among the first to tweet congrat-
ulations to him on Tuesday night when Pro 
Bowl selections were announced.

“Clowney’s a special person to me because 
I know everything he’s been through in his 
short career, physically, mentally and ev-
erything it took to get to this point for him,” 
Brown said.

“The surgery he had a couple years ago, (for) 
a lot of guys that’s career threatening and 
they’re never the same after that.

“For him to come back and not only be on 
the field but be this disruptive and be a game-
wrecker the way he’s been this year, even bat-
tling through more injuries ... I’m very happy 
for him.”

Some people thought that Clowney had lost 
confidence after struggling through two sea-
sons where he failed to make the kind of im-
pact expected from a top overall pick. Clowney 
denied that and said this is the way he always 
expected to play.

“I probably never lost the confidence to play 
football. I always knew I could play football,” 
he said. “I think other people probably lost 
more confidence in me than I did in myself. I’d 
say to myself: ‘Just wait until I get healthy.’ I 
just kept saying that to myself: ‘Just wait until 
you get healthy and everything else is going 
to take care of itself.’ I always knew I could 
play.”

And this season he’s shown everyone else 
that, too.

Time running out
for brutal Browns

CLEVELAND (AP) — Just 
when it can’t get any worse 
for the Browns, it gets worse.

As the losses — 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14 in a row — have mul-
tiplied, the pain has intensi-
fied.

“It’s been a long year,” 
running back Duke Johnson 
said.

Cleveland is two defeats 
from the ultimate disgrace 
— going 0-16, a fate only ex-
perienced by the 2008 Detroit 
Lions, the sad standard for 
futility for one season af-
ter losing every game. The 
Browns are now being com-
pared to the hapless 1976 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, an 
expansion outfit which lost 
26 straight over two seasons 
and whose coach John McK-
ay famously said, “I’m all 
for it” when asked about his 
team’s execution.

The Browns (0-14) have 
time to change history, but 
it’s running short.

“No one is going to come 
in here and help us get a win 
over these last two weeks,” 
said quarterback Robert 
Griffin III, who will start 
Sunday at home against the 
San Diego Chargers. “We 
have to do it, and I think 
everybody is motivated to 

make that happen.”
Sunday is Cleveland’s only 

realistic chance to end the 
losing skid, which stretches 
to 17 since last season. The 
Browns, who haven’t won 
since fallen quarterback 
Johnny Manziel led them 
past San Francisco on Dec. 
13, 2015, will finish the sea-
son in Pittsburgh, where 
several previous seasons 
have ended with losses fol-
lowed by coaching changes .

And while Hue Jackson’s 
job appears safe despite the 
current 0-fer on his resume, 
the Browns would like noth-
ing more than to reward 
their coach with his first win 
as an early Christmas gift.

The difference between 
1-14 and 0-15 may not look 
like a lot, but don’t tell the 
Browns that.

“It would be a big dif-
ference,” cornerback Joe 
Haden said. 

“From the outside, you 
really don’t know what we 
put in, what we go through 
together, trying to get the 
scheme, get the game plan, 
execute it during the week. 
It’s huge. When you win the 
games and come into the 
locker room, there’s nothing 
like a winning locker room.”



By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

I should have liked "Assassin's Creed," the new 
movie based on the Ubisoft video game of the 
same name, a lot more than I did. I mean, it's 
absolutely in my wheelhouse: A fantasy video 

game movie with time-travel and fantasy elements 
and a lot of action? I should love this thing. 

Unfortunately, 
"Creed" is actu-
ally just a big fat 
mess of a movie; 
with a jumbled 
plot, a lot of unnecessary talking, and a washed-out 
color palette.

The movie starts off with some information about 
two warring groups, the Templars, who are evil and 
want to control everything, and the Assassins, who 
want to stop them from controlling everything. Af-
ter this bit of exposition, the movie centers around 
one Callum Lynch (Michael Fassbender). We wit-
ness Callum as a child return home to discover that 
his father (Brendan Gleeson) has just murdered his 
mom (Essie Davis), and then a whole bunch of of 
guys show up in black cars. Callum runs... and 30 
years go by, during which he evidently becomes a 
career criminal and a murderer himself. We next 
see him on death row in Huntsville, where he is 
seemingly executed by lethal injection. But then he 
wakes up in some kind of research facility by So-
phia (Marion Cotillard), a doctor. She tells him that 
he's dead, so far as the rest of the world knows, so 
he now belongs to her project. The idea is that she's 
going to hook him up to a giant robot arm called 
the Animus and plunge him into a virtual world so 
that he can send his consciousness back in time to 
his assassin ancestor Aguilar. The goal is to learn 
the location of the Apple of Eden, which suppos-
edly contains the code to allow the Templars (oh 
yeah, Sophia's research facility is a Templar front) 
to turn off humanity's capacity for free will, and 
rule us directly instead of having to use distrac-
tions such as war, government, and consumerism 
to turn us into sheeple.

Other notable characters include Sophie's dad 
Mr. Rikkin (Jeremy Irons); and Ellen Kaye (Char-
lotte Rampling), an evil Templar mucky-muck; and 
Moussa (Michael K. Williams), another descendant 
of an Assassin being held prisoner at the research 

facility. There are several more Assassin descen-
dants, but they don't talk much. Look them up if 
you want.

*Sigh*. Yeah, I love complicated plots, but this 
one just makes no sense. There's just so much un-
explained. Why is the research facility holding a 
bunch more descendants of Assassins? How does 
"genetic memory" even work to allow these descen-

dants to use the 
Animus to flash 
back to their an-
cestors? Why do 
they need a giant 

robot arm to fling the poor sap in the Animus all 
over the place, when you've got them hooked in by 
brain signal to the computer? Can't you just simu-
late the experience of movement virtually? 

Exacerbating the confusion is a whole lot of talk-
ing. Yeah, there are some halfway decent action 
sequences, but they're separated by way too much 
jibber-jabber. Not only that, a lot of the time the jib-
ber-jabber is unintelligible because of the thump-
ing, rhythmic music playing over it. They should 
have toned the music down a skoche during the 
talky parts. Maybe it would have helped the viewer 
make a little more sense of the plot, but I doubt it.

The entire movie is filmed with a washed-out col-
or palette. Many establishing scenes are also filmed 
with really annoying backlighting so that charac-
ters are silhouetted against a bright background. 

All in all, I just felt bored for most of this movie. 
When I wasn't bored, I was trying to hear what peo-
ple were saying or trying to figure out just what the 
heck was going on. Those stretches didn't last too 
long, because I just ultimately didn't care enough 
to keep up the interest for long. Five stars out of 10, 
and I have a feeling I'm being generous.

Assassin's Creed
Director: Justin Kurzel
Writer: Michael Lesslie, Adam Cooper, Bill Collage
Production companies: Regency Enterprises, Ubi-

soft Entertainment
PG-13, 115 min., Action/Adventure/Fantasy, Dec. 

21, 2016

Roger saw this movie at Big Spring's own Cin-
emark Cinema 4, located in the Spring Town Plaza, 
1801 E. FM 700. For more information visit www.
cinemark.com and enter the ZIP code 79720.
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 Sale Starts

Dec. 27th
Sale Ends
Dec. 31st

99¢

99¢

3/$100

2/$100
$199

2/$100

HOT COCOA MIX
10-CT. BOX - ALL BRANDS

SINGLETREE FARMS SAUSAGE
3-LB. BOX - SMOKED

2-LITER SODAS
ALL FLAVORS

ROTEL TOMATOES & CHILIES

FERRATTO'S PIZZAS
3-MEAT - 29.7-OZ.

KRAFT MOZARELLA
CHEESE SHREDDED

ON THE BORDER
TORTILLA CHIPS

69¢

8-OZ.

15-OZ. GLASS JAR

274788

13-OZ.

CLOSED
MONDAY

DEC. 26TH

CLOSED
MONDAY

DEC. 26TH

Top Prices Paid For All Recyclable Metals
208 N. Old Post Rd.     Snyder, Texas 79549

325-573-6862

Monday - Friday 
8:30 - 5:30, 

Saturday 
8:00 am to 12 noon

Onsite Clean Up Available
Roll Off Container Service

Portable Shears, Magnets, Bailers
and Car Crushers

No Job Too Large!
Call Today!

Structural Pipe and Rods Available

WE BUY 
PECANS

Roger’s Reviews:

Assassin’s Creed

Who’s Who
in Howard 

County
Leticia Torres

Where do you work? Big Spring ISD Adminis-
tration Office

Where were you born? Big Spring, Texas
What city do you live in? Big Spring
Who is in your family? Husband, Albert Chil-

dren, Casie Adundez, Andrea Phinney, and Elle 
Torres.

What hobbies, organizations, or clubs are 
you inolved in? Family gatherings

What is your favorite movie?  It's a Wonderful 
Life.

Where would you visit if you could go any-
where? Spain or Italy.

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — State attorneys are ar-
guing a Wisconsin prison inmate featured in the 
Netflix series "Making a Murderer" voluntarily 
confessed to helping rape and kill a photographer 
and should remain behind bars.

Brendan Dassey was sentenced to life in 2007 in 
the death of photographer Teresa Halbach. He told 
detectives he helped his uncle, Steven Avery, rape 
and kill Halbach in the Avery family's Manitowoc 
County salvage yard. A federal magistrate judge 
ruled in August that detectives falsely promised le-
niency in exchange for his confession and ordered 

Dassey released. The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals blocked the release pending a state appeal. 
Deputy Solicitor General Luke Berg filed a brief 
Wednesday arguing Dassey's coercion claims have 
no legal or factual basis and the 7th Circuit has up-
held techniques the detectives used.

Prosecutors: 'Making a Murderer' convict's confession legal

To subscribe 
to the 

Big Spring 
Herald, 

call 432-263-
7331
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers and 
not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

A house full of Christmas

‘Mind’s eye’ vision 20/20

Contact us
The Herald is always interested in our read-

ers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your 

needs, we offer several ways in which you may 
contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail at newsdesk@bigspringherald.

com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Form letters, letters that are unsigned or do 
not include a telephone number or address will 
not be considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

Daily Prayer

Thank You, Lord, for all You’ve done
for us. 

Amen.

Addresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• TED CRUZ
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RANDY 
NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• GREG ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative
Texas 72nd District

P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• LARRY MCLELLAN, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
	 • CARMEN HARBOUR 
— Work: 264-2401.	
	 • RAUL MARQUEZ JR 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
	 • JUSTIN MYERS — 
Home: 263-3771.
	 • STEVE WAGGONER 
— Home: 267-8058. 	
	 • RAUL BENAVIDES — 
Work: 267-2501.
	 • JIM DEPAUW — 263-
0008.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • KATHRYN WISEMAN, 
County  Judge — Office: 
264-2202.
	 • OSCAR GARCIA — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • CRAIG BAILEY — 
Home: 264-2202.
	 • JIMMIE LONG — 267-
4224.
	 • JOHN CLINE — 
Home: 263-7158.

Letters Policy You may recall “been 
there/done that” experi-
ences differently. If so, 
be my guest. Mine is a 

mundane wish that you close out 
the old year as you choose. It is, 
after all, your life, 
and only a few 
hours remain be-
fore peals of 2017 
bells are heard.

During an abort-
ed springtime trip 
to San Diego--one 
of the world’s 
most beautiful 
cities--I beheld 
the grandeur with 
just one eye. It 
was a strange way 
to awaken that fateful morning. 
Loss of half my vision overnight 
was not anticipated.

Dashed were plans to explore 
a city where all seasons yield to 
spring. 

Taking priority were plans to 
change plane reservations for 
a return home to the Metroplex 
ASAP.

Back home, Dr. Parchue--an 
ophthalmologist whose name 
sounds like a sneeze--diagnosed 
a damaged and detached retina. 
Within hours, he had performed 
surgery, and my pilgrimage back 
to restored vision--albeit slower 
than preferred--was underway.

Caring friends asked if I’d been 
a wreck or sustained a blow to 
the head.

   “Can’t anything be the result 
of high mileage?” I countered.

It’s a plus that the “mind’s eye” 
is 20-20. Heading the recall list is 
akin to “California dreaming.” 
To some readers, my memories 
of a shortened trip may seem to 
be in an unlikely order.

We had spent our last “full vi-
sion” day at the San Diego Zoo, 
SeaWorld and beach walking 
near the San Diego Hilton Resort 
and Spa, where the grounds were 

awash in greenery, flowers and 
leisurely walkways.

What we most remember, how-
ever, were not “up close” visits 
to destinations featured in travel 
brochures. Instead, we recall the 
joy of children being children. 
Some busied themselves in sim-
ple joys of pursuing a mother 
duck with her ducklings. Oth-
ers were enthralled by a collec-
tion of dogs, cats, birds and pigs. 
The “collection”--at least a large 
majority--has one thing in com-
mon. Before they were trained 

for “stardom,” they were shelter-
adopted animals.

The children seemed oblivi-
ous to promotions, particularly 
at SeaWorld, where Shamu’s 
whale act is ending its long run 
this year. Of course, the young-
sters joined adults in applauding 
Shamu.

Their prolonged clapping, how-
ever, was for the rescue animals.

And why not? These “lesser 
stars”--devoid of pedigrees and 
portfolios--performed as if their 
lives depended on flawless per-
formances. Maybe it is more 
likely they anticipated pet treats 
awaiting them at acts’ end….

Back to the ducks. As the sun 
was in descent’s final rays, I 

chose to “sit a spell” on a hotel 
bench.  I marveled at my wife’s 
careful inspection of numerous 
flowering plants. She even spelled 
their names so convincingly that 
I would have challenged anyone 
suggesting corrections.

Soon to command my attention, 
however, were a couple of tykes, 
likely brother and sister. The old-
er was perhaps six years of age; 
the other, around four. They fell 
behind a mother duck and her 10 
trailing ducklings.

They mostly kept a safe dis-
tance a few paces behind. When 
the mother duck accelerated, her 
brood scampered to keep pace, 
and so did the children. I resisted 
the temptation to pick up a duck-
ling for the children to feel their 
soft yellow down.

 I did, however, reseat myself 
several times as they paraded 
up and down walkways. As dusk 
drew in, the parents herded the 
children toward the restaurant. 
The youngsters looked back, 
however, for final glimpses of the 
little ducklings as they followed 
their mother, waddling away 
into the night.

   I was grateful for my doctor’s 
dismissal some three months lat-
er. Surgery had been successful, 
and vision in my damaged eye 
was at least 95% renewed.

It’s a grand feeling, at year’s 
end, to enjoy reasonable vision 
and generally good health.

There’s much for which to be 
thankful, including the “mind’s 
eye,” which seems never to age.

  I intend to depend on all three 
eyes in 2017, however, and wish 
for you and yours good health 
and much happiness.

   Don Newbury is a speaker in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. 
Inquiries/comments to: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Phone: 817-447-
3872. Web site: www.speakerdoc.
com.

Every room in Glenda 
Wilson’s house in Colo-
rado City has a Christ-
mas display.

“In our bed-
room back there 
you’ll see our 
original alumi-
num Christmas 
tree.  We were 
married in 
March of 1966 
and that was 
our first Christ-
mas tree.  We 
have a color 
wheel turning 
on it now.  We 
don’t ever throw 
away anything.  I guess that’s 
why we have so much stuff.”

One room has a complete farm 
scene.  

“It has a blacksmith shop, live-
stock and things like that.  We 
have fond memories of growing 
up in the country, so we made 
sure we have some agricultural 
things.”

An elaborate infrastructure of 
saw horses and plywood holds 
up a multi-level display of 127 
little lighted Christmas houses 

and buildings.  And that’s just in 
her living room.  She pointed out 
a few items.

“The candy factory up here has 
a windmill that’s turning and 
making peppermint candy.  At 
the gumdrop factory, the gum-
drops are on a conveyor belt.  
Over here is the rocking horse 
factory.  Down on that end we’ve 
got Santa Claus flying around, 
testing the toys.  Next we have 
the ornament factory.”

One room of her home has a 
Victorian village.  She and her 
husband started collecting the 
little houses and accessories in 
1994 when their daughter gave 
them one.

“People found out that we had 
them and they started bringing 
them to us.  Our daughter gives 
us a piece every Christmas.  
They’re always different.  This 
little guy here is sweeping up 
the snow in front of the mainte-
nance barn.  She brought that 
one thanksgiving when it was 
cold and told us we’d need it so 
he could keep the snow off the 
streets.”

Every room has a Christmas 
scene of some sort, all neatly dis-

played.  Tables throughout the 
house are set with red and green 
napkins, tablecloths, dishes and 
centerpieces, all reflecting the 
holiday season.  She has three 
Christmas trees full of lights and 
decorations.  Toy dolls dance 
and sing.

“We’ve got Katie’s Candied 
Apples.  We have a granddaugh-
ter named Katie.  That’s why 
we have that.  We have Pop’s 
Peppermint Barrel.  Our great 
grandchildren call their grandpa 
Pops.  I like them all.  There’s 
not a favorite.   They’re a lot of 
fun to just sit down and look at 
them.  Some years we don’t put 
them out.”

They have a special building 
where the items are stored when 
they’re not on display.  It takes 
hours and hours to set up every-
thing.

“If we want it up by Thanks-
giving we usually start around 
the first of October.  It’s different 
every year.  I’ve never put it up 
the same way two years in a row.   
It takes a long time to put them 
away because we think about 
where we got this one or that 
one.”

Dr.
Don

Newbury

Tumbleweed

Smith

Loss of half my vision 
overnight was not 

anticipated. Dashed 
were plans to explore 

a city where all
 seasons yield to 

spring. Taking priority 
were plans to change 
plane reservations for 
a return home to the 

Metroplex ASAP.



The Associated 
Press

Hope Solo says she 
hopes that someday she 
can return to the U.S. 
women’s national team, 
but in the meantime 
she vows to keep fight-
ing for equal pay for the 
players.

The goalkeeper was 
handed a six-month 
suspension and her con-
tract with U.S. Soccer 
was terminated follow-
ing the Rio Olympics, 
after she called Swe-
den’s team “cowards” 
for their defensive 
style of play against the 
Americans in the quar-
terfinals.

“Let’s be honest, it’s 
not my decision if I re-
turn to the national 
team,” she said. “I find 
it an honor and a privi-
lege to represent our 
country at the highest 
level in a sport that I 
love, in a position that 
I love. And I would do 
almost anything to play 
at that level once again. 
I say almost, because at 
this point in time I be-
lieve our fight for equal-
ity is much bigger than 
being on the national 
team again.”

The 35-year-old Solo 
is not eligible for rein-
statement to the team 
until February. She said 
it’s up to the U.S. Soccer 
Federation and coach 
Jill Ellis to allow her to 
return.

Her comments come 
as the team’s players 
are negotiating a new 
collective bargaining 
agreement with U.S. 
Soccer. The current 
contract expires on Dec. 
31, but according to the 
USSF neither side has 
filed a 60-day notice of 
termination, meaning 
that talks could contin-
ue into the new year.

Solo, a 17-year veteran 
of the team, is closely 
watching the negotia-
tions, which have been 
ongoing this month. In 
a wide-ranging inter-
view with The Associ-

ated Press on Thursday, 
she said she “hopes and 
prays” players don’t 
back down in their on-
going fight to earn eq-
uitable salaries to the 
male national team 
players.

“I think many of the 
players are prepared to 
go all the way in,” she 
said. “When we’re sup-
posed to have a new CBA 
by Jan. 1, now is the 
time you can be scared 
— you can be scared 
of going on strike, you 
can be scared of losing 
employment and a pay-
check. And I think that 
I have been used as an 
example, and my firing 
instilled a lot of fear in 
the players. And I also 
know fear is what has 
held many movements 
back.”

That’s why she’s 
speaking out now — be-
cause she can.

“There’s no turning 
back for me,” she said. 
“I think with some of 
the player there are dif-
ferent intentions — be-
cause they want to play 
the game that they love. 
It’s easier for me to fight 
and put everything into 
it than it is for them.”

Solo’s year has been 
nothing if not eventful.

At the start, Solo and 
the national team were 
still basking in their 
victory at the 2015 Wom-
en’s World Cup. Solo al-
lowed only three goals 
in seven games with 
five shutouts during the 
tournament — earning 
her a second straight 
Golden Glove Award.

But with the CBA due 
to expire, Solo and four 
of her teammates filed a 
complaint in late March 
with the U.S. Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity 
Commission alleging 
wage discrimination. 
The players maintain 
they make far less than 
their male counterparts 
for the national team, 
despite outperforming 
them on the interna-
tional stage. A decision 
by the EEOC is pending.

On the field, Solo 
became the first goal-
keeper with 100 interna-
tional shutouts before 
the Olympics when the 
United States defeated 
South Africa 1-0 in Chi-
cago. It also was her 
150th career win. Dur-
ing the Rio Games she 
made her 200th appear-
ance in goal for the 
United States, an inter-
national record.

But in the quarter-
finals the defending 
champion U.S. women 
were handed their ear-
liest-ever exit from the 
Olympics when Sweden 
advanced 4-3 on penalty 
kicks following a 1-1 
draw.

Solo’s infamous “cow-
ards” quote came im-
mediately following the 
loss. Sweden went on to 
play in the gold-medal 
match against Germa-
ny.

Solo said she spoke 
to Ellis and U.S. Soccer 
President Sunil Gulati 
following the loss, and 
felt that the issue was 
put to rest. After she 
returned to the United 
States, she said she was 
blindsided by the an-

nouncement about her 
suspension.

She said she believes 
U.S. Soccer wanted her 
off the CBA negotia-
tions.

“Let’s call it what is, 
which is a firing,” she 
said. “It was a termi-
nation of my contract 
effective immediately 
with severance. That 
is a firing. It wasn’t a 
suspension, that’s what 
they told the media be-
cause it looked better. 
But I got fired. I got fired 
for what they say was 
using the word ‘cow-
ards’ but in reality they 
got rid of an adversary 
in the fight for equal 
pay.”

U.S. Soccer clarified 
that Solo was suspended 
following a culmination 
of actions, and separate-
ly her contract was also 
terminated with the 
team.

“As we have stated 
before, Hope was sus-
pended for her cumu-
lative actions over the 
course of time that re-
flected negatively on the 
U.S. Women’s National 
Team and U.S. Soccer,” 
the federation said in 

a statement Thursday 
night. “Any indication 
that the suspension was 
only due to her com-
ment after the Olym-
pics, or because of cur-
rent CBA negotiations, 
is completely inaccu-
rate. We had numerous 
conversations with her 
in the past about her be-
havior and it was clear 
that any additional mis-
steps could result in an 
additional suspension.”

Solo has at times dur-
ing her career been 
dogged by a number 
of off-the-field contro-
versies. Notably, a do-
mestic violence case 
stemming from a 2014 
altercation at a fam-
ily member’s home in 
Washington state. The 
case is still pending and 
she cannot comment on 
the matter.

When asked if she’s 
had regrets, she said she 
wished she would have 
distanced herself and 
her marriage from peo-
ple who weren’t healthy 
in her life. “Ultimately 
it came at a price with 
my public image and 
that was very hurtful, 
and it still hurts to this 

day,” she said.
Solo wants to keep 

the focus right now on 
her future. Coming off 
shoulder replacement 
surgery this fall, Her 
status with the team go-
ing forward will largely 
depend on how Ellis 
chooses to develop play-
ers ahead of the 2019 
World Cup.

Solo said she will let 
history decide her lega-
cy.

“Honestly, legacies 
are something people 
realize over time. I can’t 
tell you what people 
are going to say what 
my legacy is. I know 
what I stood for,” she 
said. “I know I never 
changed who I am: That 
I continued to fight for 
my teammates for bet-
ter treatment, for bet-
ter competition. I held 
everybody to higher 
standards and I think it 
made some people un-
comfortable. But at the 
same time I believe in 
honesty and Ibeleive in 
truth. And I’m roud to 
say I gave everything I 
am to goalkeeping, the 
game and the sport I 
love.”
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AP file photo

Goalkeeper Hope Solo, whose contract with the U.S. Women’s National Team was termi-
nated following controversial remarks at the Summer Olympics, said she hopes to retun 
to the team in the near future.

Solo talks
about future,

equal pay fight

www.bigspringherald.comIOC opens new doping cases for Russian athletes
GENEVA (AP) — On 

yet another doping-
tainted day for Russian 
sport, 28 athletes now 
face IOC cases linked 
to cheating at the Sochi 
Winter Olympics and a 
major cross-country ski-
ing event was removed 
from the country.

The IOC said Friday it 
has opened 28 disciplin-
ary proceedings against 
Russian athletes whose 
urine samples were 
likely tampered with at 
the 2014 Olympics.

Six cases involve 
cross-country skiers 
who are now provision-
ally suspended by the 
International Ski Fed-
eration (FIS), which did 
not identify them. Six 
Russian men won five 
medals, including one 
gold, in cross-country 
skiing on home snow at 
Sochi.

The new wave of 
Olympic doping cases 
is set to produce a flow 
of verdicts and disquali-
fications next year that 
could fuel calls for some 
or all of the Russian 
team to be banned from 
the 2018 Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics in 
South Korea.

The cases are based on 
evidence provided this 
month by World Anti-

Doping Agency investi-
gator Richard McLaren.

McLaren detailed vast 
state-backed cheating 
in Russian sport that 
included swapping ath-
letes’ tainted samples 
for clean urine through 
the testing laboratory.

The Canadian law pro-
fessor offered evidence 
of a method for state 
intelligence officers to 
break open supposedly 
tamper-proof glass sam-
ple bottles which had 
scratches behind the 
lid. Urine samples re-
tained by the IOC since 

Sochi included some 
with unnatural levels of 
salt in healthy humans.

In further fallout from 
McLaren’s report, the 
world ski body said 
Russian officials have 
handed back hosting 
rights for the end-of-sea-
son World Cup finals in 
cross-country skiing.

The event was sched-
uled in March in Tyu-
men, which on Thurs-
day also lost the right 
to host a biathlon World 
Cup event in March.

“The findings in the 
McLaren Report have 

seriously damaged the 
integrity of sport and 
we are determined to en-
sure the necessary mea-
sures are undertaken to 
punish the offences,” 
said FIS President Gian 
Franco Kasper.

The IOC said the 28 
new cases being exam-
ined by its disciplinary 
commission are not pos-
itive doping tests. 
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 “This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider"

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

Merry Christmas!

26
47

55

By PATRICK MAIRS 
Associated Press

Faced with a terminal diagnosis in 
her battle against colon cancer, Cindy 
Stowell saw an appearance on "Jeop-
ardy!" in her final months as a "good 
opportunity" to help others struggling 
against the disease by donating mon-
ey she might win to cancer research.

She made the most of it by win-
ning six nights in a row and more 
than $103,000 in a run that ended on 
Wednesday's episode.

The Austin, Texas, woman died Dec. 
5 at the age of 41, eight days before 
her first appearance aired on Dec. 13. 
"Jeopardy!" sent her advance copies of 
three of her appearances so she could 
watch them in the hospital, the show 
said in a statement . It also expedited 
getting her winnings to her.

Before her August audition for the 
show, Stowell emailed a "Jeopardy!" 
producer that she didn't have long to 
live and that if she were selected she'd 
like to donate any winnings to chari-
ties involved in cancer research.

She passed the audition and was 
booked for the first available taping 
on Aug.31, "Jeopardy!" said. 

She won four games taped that day 
and returned for a Sept. 13 taping. She 
won two more games before finishing 

second in her final appearance.
Alex Trebek paid tribute to Stowell 

on Wednesday's program. The "Jeop-
ardy!" host called her appearance "a 
fulfillment of a lifelong ambition."

The show's executive producer, 
Harry Friedman, added in a state-
ment: "Cindy came on the show with 
a mission. We gave her the opportuni-
ty to fulfill that mission and she made 
the most of it."

In a video released by the show 
Wednesday night, Stowell called her 
appearance "a line in the sand" that 
she drew in her battle against the dis-
ease.

"I'm dying of cancer," she said. "I re-
ally want the money that I win to be 
used to help others and so this seems 
like a good opportunity,"

The Cancer Research Institute 
tweeted its thanks to Stowell on 
Wednesday for donating winnings 
and inspiring others to do the same.

Stowell came from behind to win 
several times during her run, which 
she said made the experience stress-
ful, yet fun.

"Even when you think the odds are 
completely against you somehow you 
know, via luck or something, things 
can work out."

Cancer-stricken'Jeopardy!' 
player wins $103K before death

AP photo
Cindy Stowell, right, appears on the "Jeopardy!" set with Alex 
Trebek in Culver City, Calif. Stowell, who died of cancer just days 
before her appearance on “Jeopardy!” aired won six contests in 
a row and more than $103,000, some of which has been donated 
toward cancer research. Stowell’s run ended when she finished 
second in her seventh appearance that aired on Wednesday, Dec. 
21.

By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press

VERONA, Italy (AP) — Seventeen 
masterpieces valued at 17 million 
euros ($17.7 million) were returned 
to Italy from Ukraine on Wednesday 
after being stolen by masked, armed 
robbers from a Verona art museum 
last year.

Italian Culture Minister Dario 
Franceschini, who traveled to 
Kiev to retrieve the paintings — 
which included works by Rubens, 
Tintoretto and Mantegna — said the 
possibility of ever recovering them 
once seem remote. Still, the paint-
ings returned with little more than 
scratches after their long ordeal, ac-
cording to an art expert.

"It's an important day, because the 
works are all returning to Verona 
intact," Franceschini said. "It was 
an ugly story that became a beauti-
ful story."

Ukrainian President Petro Poro-
shenko handed over the paintings 
to Franceschini in a ceremony in 

Kiev, saying "the theft of master-
piece paintings is akin to stealing 
part of the city's heart."

The paintings, wrapped in plas-
tic bags, were recovered in May by 
Ukrainian border guards who inter-
cepted them on a small island on the 
Dniester River during an attempt to 
smuggle them into Moldova.

They were stolen in November 
2015 when three armed robbers en-
tered the Castelvecchio Museum, lo-
cated in a medieval castle, at closing 
time just before the alarm system 
was activated. The robbers calmly 
removed the paintings before escap-
ing in a security guard's car.

A guard at the museum, Pasquale 
Silvestri Riccardi, was convicted of 
armed robbery and sentenced to 10 
years and eight months in prison 
earlier this month. Five others were 
also convicted, including Riccardi's 
Moldovan girlfriend, who received 
six years, and his twin brother, who 

See ITALY, Page 5C

17 stolen masterpieces returned 
to Italy with only scratches

Bumper might have mitigated 
September train crash

By DAVID PORTER 
Associated Press

HOBOKEN, N.J. (AP) 
— When a New Jersey 
Transit commuter train 
plowed off the end of a 
track in September, kill-
ing a woman standing in 
the Hoboken station and 
injuring more than 100 
others, the last thing in 
its way was a concrete-
and-steel bumper that 
was in place when the sta-
tion opened in 1907.

Experts say more mod-
ern bumpers equipped 
with hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers and sled-like fric-
tion shoes — like those 
installed more than 25 
years ago at NJ Transit’s 
Atlantic City terminal — 
would not have been able 
to stop the train, which 
was traveling at 21 mph, 
but might have slowed it 
enough to lessen the dam-
age.

Federal investigators 
are examining the role 
the aging bumper played 
in the Hoboken crash and 
whether other barriers 
could have made a differ-
ence.

For now, however, all 
but one of the tracks in 
the almost 110-year-old 
station that serves about 
15,000 passengers a day 
still have the old-style, 
stationary bumpers at the 
end of the tracks, just a 
few feet from the busy ter-
minal.

NJ Transit is in the pro-
cess of hiring a consul-
tant to review the bump-
ing posts at Hoboken as 
part of an overall safety 
review of the terminal, 
Steven Santoro, NJ Tran-
sit’s recently named ex-
ecutive director, told 
The Associated Press. 
The bumpers in Hoboken 
don’t feature hydraulics 

and aren’t equipped with 
friction shoes. A bumping 
post with friction shoes 
would have to be placed 
farther away from the 
track’s end and would ef-
fectively reduce the plat-
form length, Santoro said. 
That, he said, would force 
NJ Transit to run trains 
“at least” one car shorter, 
which would potentially 
cause overcrowding.

It would “exacerbate an 
issue that already exists 
in terms of track lengths,” 
he told the AP. “We would 
like every platform to be a 
10-car platform but can’t 
do that. We are physically 
constrained by the length 
of trains we have in our 
system, and we have to 
factor that into our analy-
sis.”

NJ Transit has em-
barked on a project to 

See CRASH, Page 5C
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Member of the Medical Staff of Scenic Mountain Medical Center

Another  
ear infection? 

It may be time to 
see a specialist.

Same- and next-day appointments are often available.

Whether it’s for a persistent sinus infection, a 

painful earache, or other ear, nose and throat 

conditions, you can feel confident turning to 

Family Medical Center. We provide a full range 

of ENT care designed to help you and your 

family get back to enjoying your life. 

Call 268-5310 today and ask about  

same-day appointments.

Family Medical Center specializes in the 
treatment of:

• Adenoid issues

• Allergies

• Ear infections

• Hearing loss

• Sleep apnea

• Snoring

• Tonsillitis

Paul E. Howard, M.D.
Board-Certified in 
Otolaryngology
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Weekly oil report
New Locations:

Glasscock County

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #1 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-33028
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4 miles west of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,300 feet
					     Latitude 031.532780, Longitude -101.322210
					     2530’ FSL, 1903’ FEL of 642.3-acre lease
					     2530’ FSL, 1903’ FEL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #3 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-33785
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4 miles west of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,596 feet
					     Latitude 031.531643, Longitude -101.315980
					     990’ FSL, 467’ FEL of 642.3-acre lease
					     990’ FSL, 467’ FEL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #4 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-34146
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4 miles west of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,632 feet
					     Latitude 031.533856, Longitude -101.325663
					     884’ FNL, 660’ FWL of 642.3-acre lease
					     884’ FNL, 660’ FWL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #5 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-34574
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4.30 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,202 feet
					     Latitude 031.535010, Longitude -101.322567
					     467’ FNL, 1709’ FEL of 642.3-acre lease
					     467’ FNL, 1709’ FEL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #6 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-34658
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4.30 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,187 feet
					     Latitude 031.535010, Longitude -101.322567
					     467’ FNL, 1709’ FEL of 642.3-acre lease
					     467’ FNL, 1709’ FEL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.		  #7 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-37091
370 17th Street, Suite 1700		  Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4.30 miles northwest of Garden City

See OIL, Page 6A

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— Swaths of virgin des-
ert in the U.S. West in 
recent years have trans-
formed into solar farms, 
a trend green energy 
supporters predict will 
persist even with the 
election of a president 
who is making fossil 
fuel-friendly Cabinet ap-
pointments and prom-
ises to bring back coal.

With the support of 
Congress, the renew-
able energy industry 
has enjoyed a tax credit-
buoyed building boom 
under President Barack 
Obama, who has aggres-
sively pushed to slash 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions from the burning 
of coal and other fossil 

fuels.
Electricity generated 

by solar panels and 
windmills has played a 
bigger role in the energy 
mix in recent years as 
the federal government 
and states seek to re-
duce heat-trapping gas-
es through ambitious 
climate goals. And, de-
spite President-elect 
Donald Trump’s cam-
paign pledge to revital-
ize the coal industry and 
“put our miners back to 
work,” renewable devel-
opers are hopeful about 
their future.

“We’re looking for-
ward to competing with 
other energy sources as 

See FUTURE, Page 6A

AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File

In this March 23, 2010, file photo, installers 
from California Green Design install solar 
electrical panels on the roof of a home in 
Glendale, Calif. In recent years, huge solar 
and wind farms have sprouted up on public 
desert land in the Western United States 
buoyed by generous federal tax credits. 

Green energy 
producers see 
positive future

Amy Schumer has 
given her father an 
early holiday gift 
by buying back the 
farm her family 
once owned.

Schumer posted a 
screengrab on Ins-
tagram on Monday 
of her delivering the 
news to her father 

on a video call. She also posted a video 
of herself as a child walking through 
a cornfield on the farm. She added in 
the caption, “We lost the farm when 
we lost everything else. But today I 
got to buy it back for him.”

Schumer didn’t say where the farm 
is located.

The comedian told The New York 
Times in 2013 that her family went 
bankrupt when she was 9.

Amy Schumer buys back family 
farm as gift for her father

AP photo 

Amy Schumer
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From The Office Of

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney At Law
432-263-4142

501 Gregg St., Big Spring, TX
www.mikethomaslaw.com
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Mitchem Wrecker Service

Cert# TDLR005904947C

432-267-3747

Merry Christmas!

Casa Blanca Restaurant
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432-263-1162 279508

Merry Christmas

Happy New Year!
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Sam’s Package Store
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An Equal Opportunity Provider
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Sherry Wegner Insurance Agency, Inc.
...your friend come hail or high water

306 S. Gregg St.
432-267-6308

25
67

55

Merry
Christmas!

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The party is over at Pur-
ple 33.

About a week after 36 people died in a fire at an 
underground music party in Oakland, inspectors 
acting on a complaint discovered a makeshift 
nightclub and unpermitted living quarters con-
cealed in a warehouse near Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport.

Authorities searching the drab, two-story build-
ing found an illegally constructed dance floor, 
paired with a bar and DJ booth. Haphazard wiring 
snaked through walls, and an outdoor staircase 
capped by a bamboo canopy was flagged as a fire 
threat. The unlicensed club was shut down, and 
operator Donald Cassel, who also lives there, was 
ordered to clear out.

The closing of the space dubbed Purple 33 high-
lights growing friction between underground mu-
sic venues that can be the only option for experi-
mental or emerging performers and their fans, and 
authorities who see disasters-in-waiting.

Finding them is another matter, when clandes-
tine events can be announced with a fleeting Face-
book post or text message and, in many cases, van-
ish after the music stops.

"You have a situation where folks are coming 
together and they are not applying for special 
permits. They're just posting fliers 24 hours in ad-
vance, and they're bringing hundreds of people in 
for different functions," Oakland Fire Chief Teresa 
Deloach Reed said at a news conference days after 
the Dec. 2 fire during an electronic music party 
at an illegally converted warehouse nicknamed 
"Ghost Ship."

"We do not have the resources to track those 
types of functions," she conceded.

After the blaze, officials in LA, Baltimore and 
other cities announced plans to aggressively 
pursue illegally converted warehouses and oth-

er jerry-rigged living 
spaces. The threat of a 
crackdown is unnerving 
musicians and artists 
who live in them, and 
routinely accept risks 
that can come with per-
forming on unlicensed 
stages. The Los Angeles 
case has similarities to 
Oakland, where a leased 
warehouse was convert-
ed into living space and 
an entertainment stage 
without proper permits 
or inspections.

"Lesser-known artists 
are happy to play nearly 
anywhere that will host 
them, because there are 
very few options," said 
Amanda Brown, co-own-
er of the Los Angeles record label 100% Silk, which 
lost two of its artists in the Oakland fire.

"These events are way more about community 
and shared experience than they are making mon-
ey," she said in an email. "Most artists are very 
flexible and willing to deal with strange venues as 
long as there is a sound system and some enthusi-
asm for the music."

It's difficult to generalize about underground 
music and the places it's played, which sometimes 
hide in plain sight. 

Purple 33 has a web page. It's like a jukebox, en-
compassing everything from punk to metal to elec-
tronic, a branch that itself is divided into dozens 

of splinters. 
Similarly, the events can range widely: a couple 

of dozen people in a garment factory, an after-
hours gathering in a coffee shop, 150 electronic 
music fans in a clearing in a forest. The scene is 
alternately inclusive, welcoming artists and fans 
of all demographics, and exclusive, since by defi-
nition it's hard to find if you don't know where to 
look. 

The list of Oakland victims speaks to the diver-
sity it attracts: a teacher, a computer engineer, a 
filmmaker, musicians and artists, a lawyer. 

Regulations vary, but generally a gathering of 

See OAKLAND, Page 13C

ITALY
Continued from Page 
4C

was sentenced to eight 
months.

Two Moldovans are 
on trial in their home 
country for the thefts.

Franceschini cred-
ited strong cooperation 
between law enforce-
ment in the three coun-
tries for recovering the 
paintings and finding 
the thieves, giving par-
ticular praise to Italy's 
Carabinieri art squad. 
The culture minister 
also announced the 
government would in-
troduce legislation this 
week making the theft 
or damage of Italy's cul-
tural heritage specific 
crimes with elevated 
penalties.

Curator Ettore Na-
pione traveled to re-
trieve the paintings, 
studying them careful-
ly with gloved hands 
before wrapping them 
for the homeward jour-
ney. The works were 
displayed in simple 
wooden frames made 
for them after they 
were recovered, be-
cause the thieves had 
cut the canvasses from 
their original frames, 
which they then dis-
carded.

"They suffered 
scratches, nothing 
very serious," Napione 
said.

The paintings are 
to be shown together 
at their home in the 
Castelvecchio Muse-
um for about a month 
beginning Friday be-
fore undergoing resto-
ration and reframing.

CRASH
Continued from Page 4C

construct three longer platforms 
at Hoboken as part of post-Super-
storm Sandy flood mitigation, 
but that isn’t expected to be fin-
ished until 2020, Santoro said.

A preliminary federal report 
on the Hoboken crash said the 
five-car train accelerated from 8 
to 21 mph — more than twice the 
speed limit — as it approached 
the end of the track Sept. 29, be-
fore the emergency brake was 
engaged in the final second. En-
gineer Thomas Gallagher, who 
later was found to be suffering 
from sleep apnea, told investi-
gators he had no memory of the 
train speeding up.

Even the most modern bum-
pers used in rail stations aren’t 
designed to stop a train going 
that fast, state and federal rail 
officials and several experts 
told the AP. Yet it’s possible 
one might have slowed the train 
enough to lessen the damage.

The train’s lead car launched 
onto the platform, smashed into 
a wall and dislodged a canopy 
and brought concrete, metal and 

wires raining down on the plat-
form and train. Falling debris 
killed a woman on the platform. 
The family of the victim, Fabiola 
Bittar de Kroon, filed a notice 
this week of intent to sue.

“Had there been something in 
place that would absorb some of 
the kinetic energy of the train, 
therefore there may have been 
less damage to the structure and 
that piece may not have fallen? 
That’s certainly possible,” said 
Gus Ubaldi, a member of the 
American Society of Civil Engi-
neers and a former engineering 
director for the Greater Cleve-
land Regional Transit Author-
ity.

At impact, bumping posts 
with friction shoes are “like a 
car brake: the brakes go on and 
you’re going to slide a little bit, 
and it grabs the rail,” Santoro 
said. “It’s not going to stop im-
mediately, but it’s going to slow 
the train down.”

Federal investigators are ex-
amining how the bumping post 
in Hoboken performed com-
pared to one in a similar acci-
dent at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport 
in 2014, according to two people 

who were present at a brief-
ing by investigators last month 
but weren’t authorized to speak 
about it publicly.

A National Transportation 
Safety Board report faulted the 
Chicago Transit Authority for 
putting the bumping post too 
close to the end of the track and 
not leaving enough room for fric-
tion shoes. The bumping posts 
on two adjacent tracks were 
about 60 feet from the end of the 
track and were equipped with 
friction shoes.

Space considerations are a 
key factor, according to Carolyn 
Hayward-Williams, director of 
engineering for the American 
Public Transportation Associa-
tion, a Washington, D.C.-based 
advocacy organization. More 
track space taken up by safety 
devices means less platform 
space to unload riders.

“Typically you see (bumping 
posts) as close to the station as 
possible,” she said, “because 
track space is so precious and 
it impacts your capacity, how 
many trains you can put in, 
where you put your signals, and 
so on.”

Underground music gets scrutiny after deadly Oakland fire

AP photo
Flowers, pictures, signs and candles, are placed at the scene of 
the Ghost Ship warehouse fire in Oakland, Calif.
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May the season be bright 
from the start and bring 

joy to your heart.

306 W. 3rd St.         (432) 267-3806

277491

Merry
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To all our friends and neighbors, for giving
us so much to celebrate this season!

1411 S. Gregg St. / Big Spring, TX
432-267-5555 / ProsperityBankUSA.com
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Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,227 feet
					     Latitude 031.532752, Longitude -101.324043
	 	 	 	 	 2330’ FNL, 1709’ FWL of 642.3-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 2330’ FNL, 1709’ FWL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.	 	 #8 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-34850
370 17th Street, Suite 1700	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  3.90 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,164 feet
					     Latitude 031.534150, Longitude -101.320794
	 	 	 	 	 1709’ FNL, 467’ FEL of 642.3-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 1709’ FNL, 467’ FEL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.	 	 #9 Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, API #42-173-37146
370 17th Street, Suite 1700	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, El: NA
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4.20 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,152 feet
					     X=1624224.8, Y=810356.7
	 	 	 	 	 2301’ FSL, 1701’ FWL of 642.3-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 2301’ FSL, 1701’ FWL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.	 	 #4010O Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, El: NA
370 17th Street, Suite 1700	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, API #42-173-37257
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  3.70 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,254 feet
					     Latitude 031.530745, Longitude -101.321521
	 	 	 	 	 467’ FSL, 1988’ FWL of 642.3-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 467’ FSL, 1988’ FWL of the survey

Encana Oil & Gas, Inc.	 	 #4011E Garden City “40”, drill, field transfer, El: NA
370 17th Street, Suite 1700	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, API #42-173-37258
Denver, CO 80202-0000		  4.50 miles northwest of Garden City
Jessica Gregg, Regulatory Analyst	 Section 40, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(720) 876-3926			   Total Depth: 10,228 feet
					     X=1622764.9, Y=811096.9
	 	 	 	 	 1940’ FNL, 480’ FWL of 642.3-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 1940’ FNL, 480’ FWL of the survey

CrownQuest Operating, LLC	 	 #1HB Foster “4344”, drill horizontal, El: NA
P.O. Box 53310	 	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79710-0000	 	 9 miles southeast of Forsan
Ann Ritchie, Agent	 	 	 A-797, Section 42, Block 30, W&NW RR Co. survey
(432) 684-6381			   Total Depth: 9200 feet
					     Latitude 031.582952, Longitude -101.195986
	 	 	 	 	 200’ FSL, 380’ FWL of 5,920-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 200’ FSL, 380’ FWL of the survey

CrownQuest Operating, LLC	 	 #2HD Foster “4344”, drill horizontal, El: NA
P.O. Box 53310	 	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79710-0000	 	 9 miles southeast of Forsan
Ann Ritchie, Agent	 	 	 A-797, Section 42, Block 30, W&NW RR Co. survey
(432) 684-6381			   Total Depth: 8000 feet
					     Latitude 031.582951, Longitude -101.195952
	 	 	 	 	 200’ FSL, 410’ FWL of 5,920-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 200’ FSL, 410’ FWL of the survey

XTO Energy, Inc.	 	 	 #203 Zant, re-completion, El: NA, API #42-173-36497
500 West Illinois, Suite 100	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-0000		  5.10 miles east of Spraberry
Joanne Baltier, Regulatory Analyst	 T&P RR Co. survey
(432) 682-8873			   Total Depth: 12,000 feet
					     X=1563498.60, Y=828166.75
	 	 	 	 	 467’ FWL, 8415’ FSL of 3,160-acre lease

See OIL, Page 7A

FUTURE
Continued from Page 5A

a low-cost option,” said Tom Kimbis, interim presi-
dent of the Solar Energy Industries Association, a 
trade group.

There’s the economic reality: Coal plants have 
shuttered in recent years as utilities favor cheaper, 
natural gas extracted from shale-rich places such 
as Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia using the 
controversial drilling technique known as hydrau-
lic fracturing. The plummeting cost of solar panels 
and wind turbines also has added to coal’s woes.

On the campaign trail, Trump vowed to reverse 
the coal industry’s declining fortunes and sup-
ported opening up offshore drilling in the Atlantic. 
Obama this week moved to permanently ban future 
oil and gas leasing in parts of the Arctic and Atlan-
tic.

The day after Trump won, the American Wind 
Energy Association released a statement touting 
its contributions to the economy including the 
fees developers pay to farmers who agree to host 
wind turbines on their land and the jobs the indus-
try creates. The trade group also noted that many 
wind farms are churning out power in traditional 
red states such as Wyoming, Oklahoma and Texas.

“An unstoppable shift to a cleaner energy econo-
my is underway,” said Tom Kiernan, chief execu-
tive of the American Wind Energy Association, 
calling wind a “mainstream energy source.”

The sentiment was echoed recently by the outgo-
ing head of the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Gina McCarthy, who credited the Obama adminis-
tration with helping to create thousands of renew-
able energy jobs.

“The train to a global clean-energy future has al-
ready left the station,” McCarthy said last month. 
“We can choose to get on board — to lead — or we 
can choose to be left behind, to stand stubbornly.”

While wind and solar power have grown in recent 
years, renewable sources accounted for just 10 per-
cent of total U.S. energy consumption and about 13 
percent of electricity generation in 2015.

During his campaign, Trump called solar energy 
an “unproven technology” and wind power a “very, 
very poor source of energy.” He also said tax cred-
its and other subsidies for the renewable industry 
“distort” the market, but at the same time said the 
country should “encourage all facets of the energy 
industry,” including wind and solar.

Environmentalists have raised concerns about 
his Cabinet picks for energy and interior secretar-
ies — ex-Texas Gov. Rick Perry and Montana Rep. 
Ryan Zinke, strong supporters of the fossil fuel in-
dustry.

Messages to Trump’s transition team were not 
immediately returned.

While the renewable industry has gained momen-
tum in recent years, “the battle certainly got tough-
er” with the election of Trump, said Dan Kammen, 
an energy expert at the University of California, 
Berkeley and science envoy for the U.S. State De-
partment.

Before 2009, there were no solar farms and only 
a handful of wind and geothermal plants on pub-
lic lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Today, there are 13 solar plants, four wind 
farms and six geothermal plants online, generat-
ing about 3,500 megawatts of electricity, enough 
to power 573,000 homes. The number of renewable 
projects approved but not yet online is higher.

Last year, Congress in a show of bipartisan sup-
port agreed to extend the federal subsidies respon-
sible for the renewable energy boom through the 
end of the decade. 



The Associated Press

Jose Rangel Chavez 
and 18 other Mexican 
guest workers were doz-
ing as their bus hurtled 
down Interstate 40 in 
a light rain. After nine 
months away from 
home, the 22-year-old 
was about to complete a 
meandering round trip 
of nearly 5,000 miles.

They were just north 
of Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, about a half day’s 
hard ride from the bor-
der, when the motor 
coach struck a concrete 
bridge support, peeling 
back the roof like a sar-
dine can. Chavez and 
five others were killed; 
seven more workers 
were severely injured.

The crash in Novem-
ber 2015 was the result 
of chronic problems 
within an American 
agriculture industry 
dependent upon a reli-
able supply of low-wage, 
foreign-born workers. 
Chavez and the others 
were part of an annual 
mass migration made 
possible partly by a 
guarantee of free and 
safe transportation to 
and from the fields each 
day and, at season’s 
end, back home to their 
loved ones.

But for many, that 
transportation is nei-
ther free nor safe.

It has been just over 
a half-century since 
the nation’s worst fatal 
vehicle accident killed 

nearly three dozen mi-
grants, a horror that 
farmworker advocates 
had hoped would bring 
lasting reforms. Yet, due 
to enforcement gaps and 
the sometimes callous 
attitudes of those who 
contract for the work-
ers, laborers continue 
to ride in overloaded, 
poorly maintained, un-
insured vehicles — of-
ten driven by a fellow 
crew member without a 
proper license, or with 
no license at all.

The Associated Press 
found more than a doz-
en accidents that left at 
least 38 dead and nearly 
200 injured just since 
January 2015. The casu-

See FARM, Page 7C

Business and Agriculture
Do you have an interesting 
item for the Business and 
Agriculture pages? Call the 
Herald at 263-7331.
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BBB’s top 10 consumer tips for 2017

Better Business Bu-
reau is proud of our 
mission: to be the 
leader in advancing 

marketplace trust. In order 
to fulfill that mission, every 
year BBB offers thousands 
of tips for consumers to help 
them find a business they 
can trust. 

BBB helps people find and 
recommend business, brands 
and charities they can trust. 
Better Business Bureau serv-
ing Central, Coastal, South-

west Texas and 
the Permian 
Basin compiled 
the top 10 con-
sumer tips to 
help you fight 
scammers, pre-
vent identity 
theft and save 
money in 2017:

• Do your 
research. 
Always check 
a business out 
with BBB before you buy. 

For any business, visit bbb.
org to view their BBB Busi-
ness Profile, which includes 
contact information, com-
plaint details and customer 
reviews.

• Protect your identity. 
Always shred paper docu-
ments that include sensitive 
financial data and dispose of 
computers, cell phones and 
digital data safely. Safely 
store all personal documents, 
such as your Social Security 
card. Pull your credit report 

at least once a year, and 
check your credit and debit 
card statements frequently. 

• Create a budget. Set-
ting a budget that works 
for you can help ease any 
financial stress and worry 
in the upcoming year. While 
you’re shopping, keep track 
of the cost and avoid impulse 
purchases to prevent over-
spending. Also, know who 
or what you are shopping for 
and how much you are will-
ing to spend.

• Shop on trustworthy web-
sites. BBB recommends re-
searching businesses before 
you shop, especially with 
online stores. While many 
online shopping sites are 
legitimate, there are fraudu-
lent online retailers trying to 
scam unsuspecting shoppers. 
These scammers set up fake 
or fraudulent sites in order 
to gain access to personal 
information or 

See BBB, Page 7C

Public Records
Howard County Justice of the Peace Outstanding 

IBC Warrants:

Marcus Joe Anderson, 2621 Chanute Dr., Big Spring
Steve Antoine, 1425 E. 6th St. #19, Big Spring
Corina Avila, 1800 Winston St., Big Spring
Katie Cole L. Baker, P.O. Box 3372, Big Spring
Wayne Richard Buyce, 4042 Morningside Way, Can-

yon Lake
Vanessa Malu Calderon, 2600 Chanute Dr., Big Spring
Raymond Carroll, 712 E. 17th St., Big Spring
Gloria Cerna, PO Box 55, Lamesa
Pedro Chavarria, 1408 E. Sixth St., Big Spring
Matilda Cortez, 302 N. St. Teresa, Stanton
Hannah Deaton, 19634 Atasca Oaks Dr., Humble
Tina Marie Ellis, 4002 Austin Ave., Snyder
Selena Bethani Enriquez-King, 100 E. Parker, Midland
Jose Enrique Faz, 509 N. Goliad, Big Spring
Juana Fierro, 406 N.W. 5th St., Big Spring
Michael Dean Fleming, 5216 Tremont Ave Apt 901, 

Midland
William Gene Garner, 704 Rosemont, Big Spring
Anthony Ray Garza, 117 E. Davis, Big Spring
Guillermo Gomez, 2107 Morrison, Big Spring
James Michael Griffin, 303 Butler St. #502, Atlanta
Christina Nichole Gutierrez, 2809 25th St., Snyder
Dylan Hammons, 4401 E. 11th Place, Big Spring
Adela Juarez Hernandez, 908 NW First St., Big Spring
Matias Hernandez Jr., 620 E. 4th St., San Angelo
Kaleb Hill, 910 Baylor, Big Spring
Shatiya Lasha Jenkins, 4590 N. Texas #198, Odessa
Stephanie Ford Johnson, P.O. Box 483, Coahoma
Keith James Kochmick, 1003 Stadium, Big Spring
Caleb Browning Lyle, 1603 Vines, Big Spring
Aaron Christopher Mack, 2134 Bonham Ave., Odessa
Ruann R. Martinez, 1005 N.W. 2nd St., Big Spring
Heriberto Palafox Mora, 1311 Mobile St., Big Spring
Felicia Ornelas, 538 Westover No. 236, Big Spring
Nicole Preston, 1605 E. 11th Place, Big Spring
George Anthony Robinson Jr., 1905 Wasson Rd. #14, 

Big Spring
Andy Rodriguez, 1904 Runnels Street, Big Spring
Linda Eva Rodriguez, 2519 Gunter Circle, Big Spring
Juan Romero, 2504 March Circle, Big Spring
Veronica Romero, 103 Becker Road, Big Spring
Yuri Lozano Rubio, 421 Cedar, P.O. Box 173, Colo-

rado City
Polly Ann Rusk, 4201 W. Highway 80, Big Spring
Stacie Lyanne Salas, 5102 Wasson Road, Big Spring
Shane Skaggs, 1 Courtney Place 301, Big Spring
Brandy Logsdon Stanislaus, 2507 Carol Dr., Big 

Spring 
Kendra D. Tatum, 412 S. Moss Lake Rd,, Big Spring
Joe Anthony Villarreal, 2206 Cecilia, Big Spring

Marriage Licenses

April Irvin Sanchez, 39, and Julie Ann Sanchez, 31, 
both of Big Spring.

Timothy M. Lord, 28, and Kayley D. Granger, 26, both 
of Big Spring.

County Court Judgments

See PUBLIC, Page 7C

US showed strong growth last quarter
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— The U.S. economy 
grew at a 3.5 percent 
annual rate in the Ju-
ly-September quarter, 
the fastest pace in two 
years and more than the 
government had previ-
ously estimated. But the 
growth spurt isn’t ex-
pected to last.

The gain in the gross 
domestic product — the 
economy’s total output 
of goods and services 
— came from added 
strength in consumer 
spending, business in-
vestment and the gov-
ernment sector, the 
Commerce Department 
said Thursday. The gov-
ernment had previously 
estimated last quarter’s 
annual growth rate at 
3.2 percent.

Thursday’s GDP re-
port “paints a picture 
of a healthy consumer, 
likely fueled by ongo-
ing gains in employ-
ment, modest increases 
in wages, and solid bal-
ance sheets,” Michael 

Gapen of Barclays.
The economy’s ac-

celeration last quarter 
marked a sharp pickup 
from the tepid annual 
growth of 0.8 percent in 
the first quarter and 1.4 
percent in the second. 
Still, growth is expected 
to slow to a roughly 1.5 
percent annual rate in 
the October-December 
quarter, reflecting in 
part less consumer 
spending and less busi-
ness stockpiling.

Growth for the entire 
year, economists say, 
is likely to be around 
1.5 percent. That would 
be down from 2015 and 
would be the weakest 
performance since the 
economy shrank 2.8 
percent in 2009 at the 
depths of the worst eco-
nomic downturn since 
the 1930s. The recovery 
began in mid-2009, but 
growth has averaged 
just over 2 percent, the 
weakest expansion in 
the post-World War II 
period.

President-elect Donald 
Trump had criticized 
the sluggish pace of 
growth during the cam-
paign and said his eco-
nomic policies would 
accelerate annual GDP 
growth to 4 percent or 
better. 

To do that, Trump 
said he would eliminate 
many government regu-
lations, boost spending 
on the nation’s aging in-
frastructure and slash 
taxes.

Most economists don’t 
think 4 percent growth 
is realistic, given a 
chronic slowdown in 
worker productivity 
and a slower-growing 
U.S. workforce due in 
part to retiring baby 
boomers.

Most forecasters ex-
pect growth of around 
2.5 percent next year, 
though they say those 
estimates could rise if 
Trump wins congressio-
nal support for much of 
his economic program. 
Stock markets have 

surged since Trump’s 
election, partly a reflec-
tion of optimism that 
his proposals would 
boost growth and corpo-
rate profits.

Thursday’s report was 
the government’s third 
and final estimate of 
GDP growth for the Ju-
ly-September quarter. 

The upward revision 
mainly reflected stron-
ger consumer spend-
ing, which grew at a 3 
percent annual rate, 
more than the 2.8 per-
cent pace that was es-
timated a month ago. 
Consumer spending is 
closely watched because 
it accounts for about 70 
percent of economic ac-
tivity.

The government also 
upgraded its estimate 
for business invest-
ment:.

It showed an increase 
at a 1.4 percent annual 
rate, up from a much 
smaller 0.1 percent rate 
in the previous esti-
mate.

Unsafe transport leads to death: Farmworkers ‘disposable’?

AP photo

Wenceslao Rangel Gutierrez places a miniature horse statue on 
a photograph of his late son, Jose, next to his son’s hat inside 
the newly built bedroom at their home in El Sabino, Mexico. The 
room and bed were paid for using money his son sent home from 
the U.S. while part of a guest worker program. Jose never got to 
see his new room, killed in a bus accident on his way back home.
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	 	 	 	 	 467’ FWL, 2160’ FNL of the survey

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1WA Riley “N 1819”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 11.50 miles southwest of Garden City
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-999, Section 18, Block 35, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 9335 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=1586854, Y=780113
	 	 	 	 	 416’ FWL, 1788’ FNL of 1,303.92-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 416’ FWL, 1788’ FNL of the survey

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1WB Riley “O 1819”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 11.50 miles southwest of Garden City
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-999, Section 18, Block 35, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 9535 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=11586825, Y=780123
	 	 	 	 	 391’ FWL, 1771’ FNL of 1,303.92-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 391’ FWL, 1771’ FNL of the survey

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1LS Riley “M 1819”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 11.50 miles southwest of Garden City
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-999, Section 18, Block 35, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 8860 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=1586797, Y=780133
	 	 	 	 	 366’ FWL, 1754’ FNL of 1,303.92-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 366’ FWL, 1754’ FNL of the survey

Howard County

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1LS Middle Knott Unit “21”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 1.82 miles southwest of Knott
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-400, Section 21, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 8800 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=718395, Y=284112
	 	 	 	 	 415’ FEL, 220’ FSL of 479.45-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 415’ FEL, 2420’ FNL of the survey

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1WA Middle Knott Unit “21”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 1.82 miles southwest of Knott
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-400, Section 21, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 9150 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=718365, Y=284105
	 	 	 	 	 445’ FEL, 220’ FSL of 479.45-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 445’ FEL, 2420’ FNL of the survey

Diamondback E&P, LLC	 	 #1WB Middle Knott Unit “21”, drill horizontal, El: NA
500 W. Texas Ave., Suite 1200		 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Midland, TX 79701-4203	 	 1.82 miles southwest of Knott
Jerry Russell, Agent	 	 	 A-400, Section 21, Block 34, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 469-0064	 	 	 Total Depth: 9375 feet
	 	 	 	 	 X=718336, Y=284099
	 	 	 	 	 475’ FEL, 220’ FSL of 479.45-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 475’ FEL, 2420’ FNL of the survey

See OIL, Page 8A

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — She is a mother of 
three, grandmother of 16, great-grandmother of 12 
and great-great-grandmother of three. She recently 
had surgery to remove a malignant tumor, but doc-
tors say she’s doing well.

She’s Colo, the nation’s oldest living gorilla, and 
she turned 60 on Thursday at the Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium.

Colo was the first gorilla in the world born in a zoo 
and has surpassed the usual life expectancy of cap-
tive gorillas by two decades. Her longevity is put-
ting a spotlight on the medical care, nutrition and 
up-to-date therapeutic techniques that are helping 
lengthen zoo animals’ lives.

“Colo just epitomizes the advances that zoos 
have made, going all the way back to her birth at 
Columbus,” said Dr. Tom Meehan, vice president 
for veterinary services at Chicago’s Brookfield Zoo 
and veterinary adviser to a national gorilla species 
survival plan.

The changes also mean more animals living with 
the normal aches and pains of growing older. To-
day, zoo veterinarians regularly treat animals for 
heart and kidney disease, arthritis, dental prob-
lems and cancer.

Hundreds of people gathered at the zoo Thursday 
to see Colo, singing “Happy Birthday” moments be-
fore the gorilla ambled into an enclosure decorated 
with multicolored construction paper chains and 
filled with cakes such as squash and beet and corn-
bread with mashed potato parsley frosting.

Among the first in line was Pam Schlereth of Co-
lumbus, who at 63 was just a little girl when her 
father brought her to see the newborn Colo in a go-
rilla incubator in 1956.

See COLO, Page 8A

AP Photo/John Minchillo,File

In this Dec. 15, 2016 file photo, Colo, a west-
ern lowland gorilla, rests in her enclosure 
at the Columbus Zoo, in Columbus, Ohio. 
Colo, the very first born and oldest surviv-
ing gorilla in captivity will celebrate her 
60th birthday on Thursday, Dec. 22. 

Happy birthday to 
Colo: Oldest gorilla 

in US turns 60
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Adrian Calvio

Merry
Christmas!

801 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX

(432) 263-1275
In Tune With Your Insurance & Financial Needs

27
43

41
27

43
27

Merry
Christmas!

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288

25
76
32

Sensitivity, Compassion & Respect

Big Mikes Liquor Store
1806 Highway 350

Big Spring, TX      432-267-7215

27
72
79

Merry Christmas
from all of us at

A-1 Lock & Key
We Appreciate Your Business

27
72
17 Sierra Animal 

Clinic
3404 E. FM 700
432-263-1198275637

FARM
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alties included a 4-year-old and 
a 5-year-old, traveling with mi-
grant worker parents.

Grim as it is, the AP’s tally is 
almost certainly a significant 
undercount.

“I think there’s more unreg-
istered, improperly insured, 
unsafe transportation out 
there for farmworkers than ... 
20 years ago,” says attorney 
Greg Schell, deputy director of 
Southern Migrant Legal Ser-
vices.

A big reason, he and others 
contend: Rarely are those who 
profit most from this cheap la-
bor made to pay. Instead, it is 
the families of people like Jose 
Chavez who lose.

Of the 1.1 million farmwork-
ers in the U.S., 71 percent are 
foreign-born, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor. 
Nearly half of those acknowl-
edge working here illegally.

Chavez’s employer, Vasquez 
Citrus & Hauling of Lake Plac-
id, Florida, is one of thousands 
taking part in the federal H-2A 
guest worker visa program. In 
addition to wages of $11.56 an 
hour, contractor Juan Vasquez 

would provide Chavez room, 
board and, crucially, a guaran-
tee of free transportation from 
Mexico and back .

Whenever he could, Chavez 
dutifully wired money home. 
Then, on Nov. 6, 2015, tragedy 
struck.

Investigators allege that the 
bus wasn’t registered with the 
Labor Department — mean-
ing the company was not au-
thorized to use it to transport 
workers.

Schell, who’s been working 
with the victims’ families, says 
Vasquez should have had li-
ability insurance of around $5 
million.

BBB
Continued from Page 6C

steal your money. Before 
you provide any personal 
or banking information 
over the Internet, look for 
the “s” in https:// when 
browsing a website.

• Keep your computer 
safe. If you haven’t al-
ready done so, install 
anti-virus software on 
your computer and check 
regularly for software and 
operating system up-
dates. Don’t open attach-
ments or click on links 
in emails unless you can 
confirm the email came 
from someone you trust. 
Always log out of websites 
you’re not using.

• Give wisely. Most 
philanthropists give year-
round. To ensure your 
time, treasure and talents 
are going to the cause 
you’re looking to support, 
research all charities at 
give.org and check their 
BBB charity review to see 
how their monetary dona-
tions are distributed.

• Get everything in 
writing. Don’t just take a 
company’s word for it. Get 
every verbal agreement in 
writing to limit miscom-
munication and misun-
derstandings between 
what you expect and what 
the business delivers.

• Limit information 
shared on social media 
pages. Scammers use so-
cial media sites to gather 
information on potential 
victims. Avoid sharing 
too much personal infor-
mation and check your 
privacy settings. Addi-
tionally, never announce 
on social media site that 
you are going out of town 
or won’t be home for a 
specified amount of time.

• Never wire money to 
someone you don’t know. 
Many scams require 
money to be wired back 
to the scammers. Money 
sent via a money wiring 
service is almost impos-
sible to trace once it’s 
wired. 

Let your BBB help. BBB 
is here to promote mar-
ketplace trust. If you have 
an issue with a business 
or feel you have been 
scammed, file a complaint 
with your BBB. 

Heather Massey is the 
Regional Director for the 
Permian Basin office of 
Better Business Bureau 
serving Central, Coastal, 
Southwest Texas and the 
Permian Basin. Heather 
is available for media in-
terviews and speaking en-
gagements. You can reach 
her by phone: (432) 741-
2592 or email: hmassey@
permianbasin.bbb.org.

Man pleads not guilty
in US cybercrime 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — A Bulgarian man pleaded not 
guilty Thursday to federal charges that he used sophis-
ticated malware designed to steal banking credentials 
and other confidential information from infected com-
puters of two western Pennsylvania companies and two 
California firms.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in Pittsburgh alleges Kra-
simir Nikolov, 44, of Varna, Bulgaria, gained access to 
online bank accounts by transmitting malware over Av-
alanche, a worldwide cybercrime network dismantled 
last month by federal and foreign authorities. Nikolov 
is one of at least five people arrested so far worldwide in 
the Avalanche investigation.

He appeared for arraignment Thursday on charges 
of conspiracy, unauthorized access of a computer to 
obtain financial information, and four counts of bank 
fraud. Although he speaks some English, he was aided 
by a translator. He also waived his right to a detention 
hearing, meaning he’ll remain jailed until he stands 
trial.

Prosecutors allege in an indictment that Nikolov 
gained access to the online bank accounts of Nord-Lock 
Inc. in Carnegie and Protech Asphalt Maintenance of 
New Castle, as well as a golf equipment company in San 
Diego and a furniture company in Chula Vista, Califor-
nia.

They say he tried to transfer $378,500 from Nord-
Lock’s PNC Bank account to a bank in Bulgaria, but 
the company caught onto the scheme and notified PNC 
Bank, which recalled the transfer so the company didn’t 
lose any money. 

The indictment also says Nikolov unsuccessfully 
attempted to transfer $118,000 from the accounts of 
Foresight Sports, the San Diego company, and near-
ly $738,000 from California Furniture Collections.

PUBLIC
Continued from Page 6C

(Note: The State of Texas is listed as prosecutor 
for all county court judgments)

Defendant: Martin Alvarado
Offense: Theft of property $50 to $500
Sentence: $100 fine, $337 court costs, 60 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 6, 2016

Defendant: Allan Lee Smith
Offense: Driving with an invalid license, with previ-

ous conviction or suspension, without financial re-
sponsibility

Sentence: $250 fine, 180 days in jail. Probated 6 
months.

Date: Dec. 13, 2016

Defendant: Blake Hooper
Offense: Violation of a protective order
Sentence: $100 fine, $342 court costs, 20 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

Defendant: Jose Garcia
Offense: Assault causing bodily injury family mem-

ber
Sentence: $100 fine, $292 court costs, 30 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

Defendant: Stephanie Serrato
Offense: Failure to identify giving false information
Sentence: $100 fine, $292 court costs, 30 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

Defendant: Jorge Gomez
Offense: Evading arrest or detention
Sentence: $100 fine, $292 court costs, 30 days 

in jail. 
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

Defendant: Ronald Haselby
Offense: Criminal trespassing
Sentence: $100 fine, $292 court costs, 60 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

Defendant: Sabrina G. Perez
Offense: Assault causing bodily injury family mem-

ber
Sentence: $100 fine, $292 court costs, 30 days 

in jail.
Date: Dec. 14, 2016

Defendant: Rebecca I. Gonzales

Offense: Theft of property $50 to $500
Sentence: $100 fine, $287 court costs, 30 days in 

jail.
Date: Dec. 6, 2016

Defendant: Martin Alvarado
Offense: Theft of property $50 to $500
Sentence: $100 fine, $337 court costs, 60 days in 

jail.
Date: Dec. 6, 2016

Defendant: Casey L. Smith
Offense: Theft of property $50 to $500
Sentence: $500 fine, 180 days in jail. Probated 12 

months.
Date: Dec. 8, 2016

Defendant: Lena M. Shultz
Offense: Theft of property $100 to $750
Sentence: $500 fine, 180 days in jail. Probated 12 

months.
Date: Dec. 8, 2016

Defendant: Tiara S. Ware
Offense: Theft of property $100 to $750
Sentence: $500 fine, 180 days in jail. Probated 12 

months.
Date: Dec. 8, 2016

Defendant: Wayel S.E.M. Ali
Offense: Possession of marijuana less than 2 oz.
Sentence: Deferred adjudication: $500 fine, $352 

court costs, 12 months probation.
Date: Dec. 15, 2016

Defendant: Andres N. Solis
Offense: Possession of marijuana less than 2 oz.
Sentence: Deferred adjudication: $500 fine, $347 

court costs, 6 months probation.
Date: Dec. 6, 2016

Defendant: Rodney C. Burrow
Offense: Driving with an invalid license with previ-

ous conviction or suspension, without financial re-
sponsibility

Sentence: $500 fine, 180 days in jail. Probated 12 
months.

Date: Dec. 6, 2016

Defendant: Aaron Rodriguez
Offense: Driving while intoxicated
Sentence: $1,500 fine, 365 days in jail. Probated 

24 months.
Date: Dec. 1, 2016

District Court Filings

Bruce Lisooey vs. Billy Joe Henkel, et al, civil case
Thomas Stevens vs. Lori Stevens, divorce
Portfolio Recovery Associates LLC vs. Jennifer 

Lovett, contract - consumer/commercial debt
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The leaves are falling, signaling the start of fall home 
improvement season. Prepare for it now. Consult the pros 

at these businesses to make your home shine this fall.

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez - Owner

• Concrete Work
• Fence Repair
• Dog Runs

Finest In Fencing Wood & Chain Link

Free Estimates

432-267-3349
232993

Sunrooms & Pergolas
ON SALE NOW!
Save Up to $1,200

Appointments

Are Filling Fast!432-550-7224
11220 Hwy. 191

Between Midland & Odessa
(Airport Exit) 279181

Roofing
Needs?

Kenn Construction
432-267-2296

Kennconstr@basin-net.net
Big Spring Owned and Operated

Voted Best In Roofing & Best In
Home Improvement Contractor

27
93
16

Fall Home Improvement

HEY KIDS
We know where 

Santa is!
Big Spring Herald

Official Santa
Tracker

305 S. Main 432-466-3393

Go to www.bigspringherald.com

Big Spring State Hospital offers generous
 benefits packages, including paid vacation, 

sick leave and holidays, matching retirement and  
health insurance. Negotiable shifts.
ACTIVELY RECRUITING:

REGISTERED NURSES
LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSES

PSYCHIATRIC NURSING ASSISTANTS
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WORK SERVICES

NURSE PRACTITIONER
 PSYCHIATRIST

REHAB THERAPY TECH 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. 

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN 
FOOD SERVICE WORKER, COOK 

CUSTODIAN 
To apply online or for more information on jobs and salaries:

https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state.tx.us
OR CALL (432) 268-7341 or visit us at:

Big Spring State Hospital 1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring, TX 79720

BIG SPRING STATE HOSPITAL

OIL
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Surge Operating, LLC			  #2AH Shroyer-Wilson Unit “A 23-14”, drill horizontal, El: NA
7850 N. Sam Houston Pkwy West	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
Suite 300				    4.25 miles northeast of Knott
Houston, TX 77064-0000		  A-1106, Section 14, Block 33, T-2-N, T&P RR Co. survey
Connie Swan, Agent			   Total Depth: 10,000 feet
(918) 621-6533			   Latitude 032.430671, Longitude -101.573458
	 	 	 	 	 325’ FNL, 1298’ FWL of 475.86-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 325’ FNL, 1298’ FWL of the survey

Hannathon Petroleum, LLC		  #3 Higgins “1”, drill, El: NA, API #42-227-38947
223 West Wall St., Suite 800		  Petey (Fusselman) Field
Midland, TX 79701-0000		  5.70 miles southeast of Big Spring
Ryan Bergeron, Consultant		  A-152, Section 1, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 478-3456			   Total Depth: 10,000 feet
					     Latitude 032.250589, Longitude -101.381545
	 	 	 	 	 330’ FSL, 336’ FEL of 320-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 330’ FSL, 336’ FEL of the survey

Hannathon Petroleum, LLC		  #3 Click “26”, drill, El: NA
223 West Wall St., Suite 800		  Petey (Fusselman) Field
Midland, TX 79701-0000		  6.60 miles southeast of Big Spring
Ryan Bergeron, Consultant		  A-1277, Section 26, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 478-3456			   Total Depth: 10,000 feet
					     Latitude 032.193943, Longitude -101.387600
	 	 	 	 	 1980’ FSL, 1980’ FEL of 640-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 1980’ FSL, 1980’ FEL of the survey

Hannathon Petroleum, LLC		  #3 Click “14”, drill, El: NA
223 West Wall St., Suite 800		  Petey (Fusselman) Field
Midland, TX 79701-0000		  5.20 miles southeast of Big Spring
Ryan Bergeron, Consultant		  A-1317, Section 14, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. survey
(512) 478-3456			   Total Depth: 10,000 feet
					     Latitude 032.222021 Longitude -101.396073
	 	 	 	 	 1980’ FSL, 1980’ FEL of 560-acre lease
	 	 	 	 	 1980’ FSL, 1980’ FEL of the survey

New Oil Completions:

Glasscock County

CrownQuest Operating, LLC		  #6 J.B. Trust “14”, API #42-173-37324
P.O. Box 53310	 	 	 Spraberry (Trend Area) Field, new well, El: 2623’ GR
Midland, TX 79710-0000		  12.30 miles southeast of Stanton
(432) 684-6381			   A-530, Section 14, Block 35, T-2-S, Wade RR Co. survey
	 	 	 	 	 1915’ FWL, 2030’ FSL of the survey
Contractor not listed			   Latitude 032.0187972, Longitude -10.6338247
					     Total Depth: 10,620 feet. PBTD: 10,613 feet.

COLO
Continued from Page 7A

“It’s a tribute to the zoo that she’s alive at 60 years 
old,” Schlereth said.

Colo represents so much to the zoo, Tom Stalf, 
president of the zoo, told the crowd. “It’s all about 
connecting people and wildlife,” he said.

Colo is one of several elderly gorillas around the 
country. The oldest known living male gorilla, 
Ozzie, is 55 years old and lives at the Atlanta Zoo, 
which has a geriatric gorilla specialty.

At Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo, staff members 
use acupuncture, massage, laser therapy, and heat 
and joint supplements to help Emma, a 13-year-old 
rabbit.

At the National Zoo in Washington, Shanthi, a 
42-year-old Asian elephant with arthritis, receives 
osteoarthritis therapy and was recently fitted with 
specially crafted front foot boots to help her feet 
heal as medications are applied.

In Oakland, California, Tiki, a 27-year-old giraffe 
and one of the oldest in the nation, gets foot care, 
massage therapy, acupuncture and chiropractic 
care, along with traditional veterinary medicine. 
Gao Gao, a 26-year-old male panda at the San Diego 
Zoo with a heart condition, periodically undergoes 
cardiac ultrasounds.

“Geriatrics is probably one of our most common 
medical challenges that we face in a zoo situation,” 
said Dr. Keith Hinshaw, director of animal health 
at the Philadelphia Zoo. “So pretty much anything 
that you could imagine would happen with an older 
person is going to happen eventually with any ani-
mal.”

That’s up to and including medication: JJ, a 
45-year-old orangutan at the Toledo Zoo, is on the 
human heart medicines carvedilol and Lisinopril, 
along with pain and orthopedic medications. He 
also takes Metamucil.

Colo, a western lowland gorilla, holds several 
other records. On her 56th birthday in 2012, she 
exceeded the record for longest-lived gorilla. On 
Thursday, she surpasses the median life expectan-
cy for female gorillas in human care (37.5 years) by 
more than two decades.

Other age-defying zoo animals:

POLAR BEAR
Coldilocks, a 36-year-old polar bear at the Phila-

delphia Zoo and considered the oldest polar bear in 
the U.S. The bears’ typical lifespan in captivity is 
23 years. The zoo says treating her early for kidney 
disease appears to have helped prolong her life.

RHINO
Elly, an eastern black rhino at the San Francisco 

Zoo estimated to be 46 years old, is the oldest of her 
species in North America. She has had 14 calves, 
and her offspring have produced 15 grandchildren, 
6 great-grandchildren and 1 great-great-grandchild.

ELEPHANT
Packy, an Asian elephant at the Oregon Zoo, 

and at 54, the oldest male of his species in North 
America. The zoo says Packy, born in 1962, became 
the first elephant to be born in the Western Hemi-
sphere in 44 years.

MONKEY
Nikko, a 33-year-old snow monkey at the Minne-

sota Zoo, the oldest male snow monkey in North 
America.

TORTOISE
Emerson, a Galapagos tortoise at the Toledo Zoo 

in Ohio, whose age is estimated at about 100.
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West Texas Centers
Mental Health Part Time Rehab Provider: Employee will perform 
psychosocial rehabilitation and skills training services to reduce the 
symptoms of and disabilities of mental illness. Services will be deliv-
ered primarily in the community. Bachelor degree from an accredited 
college or university with a major in social, behavioral or human ser-
vices. Applicant must live with 70 mile radius of duty site. $21.84 an 
hr. 

MH UM Care Manager: Collect, analyze, and document information 
from medical records and providers. Bachelor degree from an accred-
ited college or university with a major in social behavioral or human 
services. Salary $17.94 hr $1434.92 bi weekly $37,308 annually. 

Mental Health Rehab Provider: Employee will perform psychosocial 
rehabilitation and skills training services to reduce the symptoms of 
and disabilities of mental illness. Services will be delivered primarily in 
the community. Bachelor degree from an accredited college or univer-
sity with a major in social, behavioral or human services. Applicant 
must live within 70 mile radius of duty site. $19.79 hr $1583.08 bi 
weekly $41,160 annually.

Provider Service Part Time positions this position provides services 
to persons with intellectual or developmental disabilities. Services 
range from skills training, to assistance with daily living activities. 
Services are provided in the home, the community and in a vocational 
setting. Schedules are flexible. GED or High School Diploma. Hrly 
$12.90.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org. 279761

Big Spring State Hospital offers generous
 benefits packages, including paid vacation, 

sick leave and holidays, matching retirement and  
health insurance. Negotiable shifts.
ACTIVELY RECRUITING:
REGISTERED NURSES

LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSES
PSYCHIATRIC NURSING ASSISTANTS

NURSE PRACTITIONER
 ADMIN. ASST., CLERK

REHAB THERAPY TECH
CFO SUPPORT, TRAINING SPECIALIST

FOOD SERVICE, CUSTODIAN 
MAINTENANCE

PSYCHIATRIST, PSYCHOLOGIST 
To apply online or for more information on jobs and salaries:

https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state.tx.us
OR CALL (432) 268-7341 or visit us at:

Big Spring State Hospital 1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring, TX 79720

BIG SPRING STATE HOSPITAL

 

                  

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting applications 
for following positions: 

Equipment Operator – Responsible for maintaining the District’s raw 
water pipelines, pump stations, and wells.  Entry to intermediate level 
position 

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org

Lost & Found

MISSING!
One years old

Jack Russell Terrier
Australian Shepard Mix.
Lost around West 18th

Please Call (432)270-0067

Help Wanted
Accounting Assistant, know-
ledgeable in A/P, A/R, data
entry and payroll. Benefits
available include Health,
Dental & 401k, pay D.O.E.

Apply in person at 1611 S.
Gregg.

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.hhsc.state
.tx.us/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Now hiring experienced grill
cooks. Apply in person at
Wild West Wingz 1506 E. 4th
St.

Help Wanted
Dixie Electric is hiring, li-
censed electricians and ap-
prentices with experience.
We are also hiring, foreman,
linemen, and operators with
experience. CDL recommen-
ded.
Please contact Chris
Braswell at 432-924-2180 or
Josef Nairn at 432-213-0425.
You can also apply in person
at 3611 N Hwy 87, Big Spring
Texas.

Endurance Lift Solutions
has an immediate opening for
a CDL Driver at our Big
Spring , Texas facility. Re-
sponsibilities include: drive
truck with capacity of more
than three tons to transport
and deliver materials. Main-
tain driver logs, operates a
wench truck with gin poles.
Qualified individuals must
possess a valid CDL license,
pass pre-employment physic-
al and drug test. This full-time
position offers competitive
wages, health insurance, and
401 K. Apply in person at
3604 Bethel Drive Big Spring,
Texas.

FRONT DESK
PERSONNEL POSITION
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Very busy clinic needing a full
time Front Desk Personell.
Monday through Friday.
Great benefits, insurance,
paid vacation, sick leave, and
holidays. Very competitive
pay. Please bring by resu,e
or pick up applications at
Haddad Urology Clinic, PA,
1501 W. 11th Place, Suite
103 during normal office
hours.
ABSOLUTELY NO PHONE
CALLS!

Position will be filled immedi-
ately.

Full-time Registered
Nurse Needed
***$3000 Sign-on Bonus***
We offer an excellent salary,
insurance, 401K, and paid
time off.
If interested please email
lrackard@homehospicewtx.c
om
Equal opportunity employer.

Help Wanted
Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work/construc-
tion. 1-2 years operator ex-
perience required. Dozer
experience a plus. Pay
DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100%
paid! Apply in person: 9400
S. Service Rd., Coahoma,
TX, or call 432-394-4604 for
more information.

Howard County Road and
Bridge is accepting applica-
tions on a Maintenance Tech
III or IV, now thru January 3,
2017.

Must have or obtain a CDL
License within 6 months of
employment, Class A &
Tanker are preferred. Must
be able to pass Drug Test.

Must know Basic Roadway
Maintenance and Repair.
Must know Light and Heavy
Equipment operation. Motor-
grader operation preferred.

You may pick-up applica-
tions at Howard County Road
and Bridge, 3604 Old Color-
ado City Hwy, Monday thru
Friday, 7:30am till 4:00pm.

Now Hiring
CDL Driver
Full-Time
Call (432) 664-0652

Now Hiring
CDL Class A Drivers

for night time position @
Phoenix Lease Services

Big Spring, Texas
Requirements:

N or X Endorsement,
Good MVR and work history,

HazMat a Plus
2 yrs experience
Driver benefits:

FREE health insurance for
employee,

Excellent benefits,
Paid holidays and vacation

time.
Apply in person at 2705

North Hwy 87.
Or call 325-884-2704 or

Dennis 432-631-9535

Help Wanted

The City of Big Spring 
is now accepting

 on-line applications.
Please apply at

www.mybigspring.com

Full Time Positions

• Non-Certified &
Certified Police Officer

• Utility Service Worker

• Park Maintenance Worker

• Golf Maintenance Worker

• Sanitation Truck Driver 

For more information call

Human Resources
at

(432) 264-2346 27
95

70

Items for Sale
DAVIDSON's PECANS

Professionally Processed &
Sanitized.
$10lb
Ask about Delivery
432-935-0035

For Sale: Lighted Christmas
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees,
and more decorations of all
sizes. Call 432-935-5307 or
432-816-2922 or come by
1433 Hilltop Rd.

Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$385/full cord, & $200/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Public Notice
RAILROAD COMMISSION

OF TEXAS
OIL AND GAS DIVISION

DISTRICT 08
Rule 38 Case
No. 08-0302419
DATE OF ISSUANCE: Nov
29, 2016
Status/Permit
No. 619392
NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 3,
2017

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas
ATTN: Drilling Permit Unit
P. O. Box 12967
Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780
Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the SM ENERGY COM-
PANY, [RRC Operator No.
788997] has made applica-
tion for a density exception
permit under the provisions of
Railroad Commission
Statewide Rule 38 (16 Tex.
Admin. Code section 3.38).
Applicant seeks exception to
the DENSITY requirement of
the field rules for the
AMENDED REENTER per-
mit in Sec. 36, Bk. 32 T2N,
T&P RR CO/CLINTON, C A
Survey, A-620, SPRAB-
ERRY (TREND AREA) Field,
HOWARD County, being 10
miles NE direction from BIG
SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a
direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL
ADDRESS SET OUT
ABOVE BY Jan 3, 2017 at
5:00 p.m. IF NO PROTEST
IS RECEIVED WITHIN
SUCH TIME, YOU WILL
LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO
PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)
------------------------------

Lease/Unit Name :
STRIPLING 36
Lease/Unit Well No. :
1
Lease/Unit Acres:
40.0
Nearest Lease Line (ft) :
646.0

Lease Lines :
672.0 F S L, 646.0 F W L
Survey Lines :
672.0 F S L, 1990.0 F E L

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows:

SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) :
Special Rules 330/0, 80.0
acres.

This well is to be drilled to an
approximate depth of 10000
feet.

If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's rep-
resentative, Leah Moon Bec-
ton, at (832)701-1776, x125.

#9251 December 4, 11, 18 &
25, 2016

Public Notice

RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS

OIL AND GAS DIVISION

DISTRICT 08
Rule 38 Case
No. 08-0302419
DATE OF ISSUANCE: Nov
29, 2016
Status/Permit
No. 619392
NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 3,
2017

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas
ATTN: Drilling Permit Unit
P. O. Box 12967
Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780
Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the SM ENERGY COM-
PANY, [RRC Operator No.
788997] has made applica-
tion for a density exception
permit under the provisions of
Railroad Commission
Statewide Rule 38 (16 Tex.
Admin. Code section 3.38).
Applicant seeks exception to
the DENSITY requirement of
the field rules for the
AMENDED REENTER per-
mit in Sec. 36, Bk. 32 T2N,
T&P RR CO/CLINTON, C A
Survey, A-620, SPRAB-
ERRY (TREND AREA) Field,
HOWARD County, being 10
miles NE direction from BIG
SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a
direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL
ADDRESS SET OUT
ABOVE BY Jan 3, 2017 at
5:00 p.m. IF NO PROTEST
IS RECEIVED WITHIN
SUCH TIME, YOU WILL
LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO
PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)
------------------------------

Lease/Unit Name :
STRIPLING 36
Lease/Unit Well No. :
1
Lease/Unit Acres:
40.0
Nearest Lease Line (ft) :
646.0

Lease Lines :
672.0 F S L, 646.0 F W L
Survey Lines :
672.0 F S L, 1990.0 F E L

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows:

SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) :
Special Rules 330/0, 80.0
acres.

This well is to be drilled to an
approximate depth of 10000
feet.

If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's rep-
resentative, Leah Moon Bec-
ton, at (832)701-1776, x125.

#9251 December 4, 11, 18 &
25, 2016

Public Notice

RAILROAD COMMISSION
OF TEXAS

OIL AND GAS DIVISION

DISTRICT 08
Rule 38 Case
No. 08-0302419
DATE OF ISSUANCE: Nov
29, 2016
Status/Permit
No. 619392
NOTICE OF PROTEST
DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 3,
2017

Address: Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas
ATTN: Drilling Permit Unit
P. O. Box 12967
Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780
Email:
SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the SM ENERGY COM-
PANY, [RRC Operator No.
788997] has made applica-
tion for a density exception
permit under the provisions of
Railroad Commission
Statewide Rule 38 (16 Tex.
Admin. Code section 3.38).
Applicant seeks exception to
the DENSITY requirement of
the field rules for the
AMENDED REENTER per-
mit in Sec. 36, Bk. 32 T2N,
T&P RR CO/CLINTON, C A
Survey, A-620, SPRAB-
ERRY (TREND AREA) Field,
HOWARD County, being 10
miles NE direction from BIG
SPRING, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE
TERMS of Railroad Commis-
sion rules and regulations,
this application may be gran-
ted WITHOUT A HEARING if
no protest to the application
is received within the dead-
line. An affected person is
entitled to protest this applic-
ation. Affected persons in-
clude owners of record and
the operator or lessees of re-
cord of adjacent tracts and
tracts nearer to the proposed
well than the minimum lease
line spacing distance. If a
hearing is called, the applic-
ant has the burden to prove
the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be pre-
pared to establish standing
as an affected person, and to
appear at the hearing either
in person or by qualified rep-
resentative and protest the
application with cross-exam-
ination or presentation of a
direct case. The rules of evid-
ence are applicable in the
hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hear-
ing procedure, please con-
tact the Commission's Dock-
et Services Department at
(512)463-6848.

IF YOU WISH TO RE-
QUEST A HEARING ON
THIS APPLICATION, AN IN-
TENT TO APPEAR IN
PROTEST MUST BE RE-
CEIVED IN THE RAILROAD
COMMISSION'S AUSTIN
OFFICE AT THE ADDRESS,
FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL
ADDRESS SET OUT
ABOVE BY Jan 3, 2017 at
5:00 p.m. IF NO PROTEST
IS RECEIVED WITHIN
SUCH TIME, YOU WILL
LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO
PROTEST AND THE RE-
QUESTED PERMIT MAY BE
GRANTED ADMINISTRAT-
IVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION REQUIRES PUBLICA-
TION

The location and identity of
the well is as shown below:

FIELD: SPRABERRY
(TREND AREA)
------------------------------

Lease/Unit Name :
STRIPLING 36
Lease/Unit Well No. :
1
Lease/Unit Acres:
40.0
Nearest Lease Line (ft) :
646.0

Lease Lines :
672.0 F S L, 646.0 F W L
Survey Lines :
672.0 F S L, 1990.0 F E L

Field Rules for ALL fields on
the permit application are as
follows:

SPRABERRY (TREND
AREA) :
Special Rules 330/0, 80.0
acres.

This well is to be drilled to an
approximate depth of 10000
feet.

If you have questions regard-
ing this application, please
contact the Applicant's rep-
resentative, Leah Moon Bec-
ton, at (832)701-1776, x125.

#9251 December 4, 11, 18 &
25, 2016

Real Estate for Rent
1 acre of land for RV/Mobile
Home (not in trailer park)
1 trailer for $500/month
Call 432-213-5631

1010 A Nolan. New duplex. 2
bed/2 bath w/kitchen appli-
ances. No bills paid
$975/month, $500/dep.
Call 432-267-7449 or
432-634-8101

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319

1732 Purdue- 3 BDR, 2 bath,
CH/CA, tile floors. Rent 1075,
deposit 900. Application re-
quired. 432.816.1255

2 & 3 bedroom house.
Rental references required.
Call Randy 432-466-9358 for
details. No text please!

2402 Marcy Drive
3 bedroom.
Nice house w/garage
$1000/month, $900/deposit
No HUD/No pets/No smoking
Rental references required.
Call 432-270-3849

2507 Cindy- 3 BDR, 2 bath,
CH/CA, New Carpet. Rent
1075, deposit 900. Applica-
tion required. 432.816.1255

3 Bedroom /1 Bath
C/HA , Laundry room, Walk
In Closet, No Pets & No
Smoking.
Newly remodeled
Large Fenced in back yard
near the High School.
1500 Month/ 1200 Deposit
For more info call
432-631-1994

3202 Auburn- 3 BDR, 1 bath,
1Garage, CH/CA, tile floors.
Rent 850, deposit 750. Ap-
plication required,
432.816.1255

3704 Calvin. 3 bed, 1 bath.
Brick, CH/A. $900/month,
$900/dep. No HUD/no
pets/nonsmoker. Rental
references required. Call
432-270-3849 for more info.

4104 Muir. 2 bed, 2 bath,
2 living areas, CH/A.
Rental References required.
$1,000/month, $900/dep.
Prefer non-smoker/
no HUD/no pets.
Call 432-270-3849

605 N. Main. Very clean 2
bed, 2 bath, all appliances.
No pets/smoking.
$1,300/month, $1,300/dep,
all bills paid. References
required. Call 432-213-2319

703 South Goliad
3 Bed 2 Bath
650 Rent / 650 Deposit
432-816-5150
(Must Have Rental
References)
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

26
79

46

BDA Companies
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - CONSTRUCTION

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com
432-816-0658 26

57
90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

279712

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

TREE TRIMMING

Prune Trees, Shrubs, Hedges,
Tree Removal & Mow Lawns

432-270-0485 263097

2012

2015

2016

TREE SERVICE

27
88

27

LAWN & TREE TRIMMING
FREE ESTIMATES

432-270-8049

Larry's 
COMPLETE

A+

 PAINTING 

27
92

14

J.P'S
Reliable Residential

Painting
Locally owned, for all
your painting needs

Call
432-212-0543

People just like you
read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds. 

Call us today at 
263-7331

and place your ad.

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

HANDYMAN

27
93

90

CS
 HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small
Paint, Drywall, Etc.

Residential 
Interior - Exterior

432-270-5608

TRUCKING

Winch Trucks
Pole Trucks
Crane Truck
Slick Backs

One Ton/Gooseneck
with winch

Tractor Work
All Types

Different Attachments
Including Backhoe

Forklift

Jr. Melendez - Owner
(432) 466-1754
(432) 213-4547

Welding ad Fabricating
Shops, Carports, Fences

BBQ Pits, etc.

Leased to Rig Runners, Inc.

26
79

27

TREE TRIMMING

27
94

11

Lion in The
Tree Trimming

Services
Pruning, Trimming & ??

FREE ESTIMATES
Call

Nathan @ 432-307-8369
or  Sam @ 432-816-3323

POOL CLEANING

Permian Basin
Maintenance

Limited Liability Company
Pool Cleaning Service
Shallow Pool $35/Visit
Deep Pool $40+/Visit

Chemical Service Only $25/Visit
Please Call Jeff @ (469) 785-9966

27
95

68
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

“LOOK”
The Classifieds

Have It!
Looking for a new house?  

A good car? An affordable computer? 
Find just what you need and want, 

in the classifieds. 
The Big Spring Herald

To place your ad call: 432-263-7331

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

00
00

01

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CONSTRUCTION

Voted Best In Roofing & 
Best In Home Improvement Contractor

Kenn Construction
• Roofing & Construction

• Immediate Schedules Available
• Most Roofs Completed In One Day

• Custom Kitchen & Baths
• Hand Crafted Cabinetry & Tile

Big Spring Owned and Operated

432-267-2296
Kennconstr@basin-net.net 278513

2016

STORAGE

27
85

03

AAA MINI STORAGE
3301 E. FM 700 • Big Spring, TX 79720

432-263-0732
1/2 Off 1st Month and no deposit

Business Hrs.:
Mon.-Fri. 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Sat. 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
SUNDAY CLOSED

ROOFING

DB Roo ng & Construction
Locally Owned

Specializing In All Aspects Of Roo ng
• Commercial Roofs • Metal • Torch Down

Redecks & Residential
Competitive Prices

The Right Choice In Roo ng Since 1987
432-213-7277 27

85
36

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference limi-
tation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

HOUSE PAINTING
27

72
26

Free Estimates

Grumpy Old Men
House Painting

Our wives wants us out of the house!
House Painting

Call Sonny at 432-741-5741
or Brad at 254-702-7986

Facebook
Grumpy Old Men House Painting

Both live in the Big Spring Area
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 5 of 5 - Very Easy

3 4 6

8 6 1

9 5 7 4

6 8 1 7

4 1 2 6

2 7 5 3

8 9 3 5

4 5 8

1 8 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Real Estate for Rent
Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

Now renting 2 & 3 bedroom
Ponderosa Apartments East
6th Street.
Call 432-263-6319
Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

Real Estate for Sale
Commercial Shop & Yard 4
bay doors 60 by 50 shop with
concrete area. To expand or
make a wash bay.
Fenced in 120 by 150 yard.
Shop has office & yard has a
RV spot.

Located on the corner of 1st
& Austin
Asking 45,000
Call or Text 325-895-5532 or
325-213-2004

NICE BUILDING LOCATION
IN SOUGHT AFTER
FORSAN ISD - COUNTRY
LIVING WITH CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO TOWN!
WATER WELL, SEPTIC AND
ELECTRIC POLE PRESENT
ON THE PROPERTY BUT
MUST BE VERIFIED. A
PORTION OF THE LAND
HAS ALREADY BEEN
CLEARED OFF! BUILD
YOUR DREAM HOME HERE
AND ENJOY THE WILDLIFE!
MOTIVATED SELLER! CALL
ME TO TAKE A LOOK AT
THIS PROPERTY. IT WONʼT
LAST LONG! CONTACT
MIQUE YARBAR AT
432-213-5259 FOR INFO.
BROKERAGE: C. LARSON
REAL ESTATE

Price Reduced 

Legals
CAUSE NO. P-14614

IN THE STATE OF
KENNEITH B. THOMPSON

DECEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF

HOWARD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
HAVING CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
KENNEITH B THOMPSON,

DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that
original Letters of Testament-
ary for the Estate of
KENNEITH B. THOMPSON,
DECEASED were issued on
December 20, 2016, in
Cause No. P-14614 pending
in the County Court of
Howard County,
Texas, to DEBORAH GAY
ALLEN.
The residence of DEBORAH
GAY ALLEN is 800 Wildfire
Road, Big Spring, Texas
79720. All persons having
claims against this Estate
which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to
present them within the time
and the manner prescribed
by law.
DATED the 20th day of
December, 2016

DEBORAH GAY ALLEN

#9264 December 25, 2016

Legals

CAUSE NO. P-14614

IN THE STATE OF
KENNEITH B. THOMPSON

DECEASED

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF

HOWARD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS
HAVING CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
KENNEITH B THOMPSON,

DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that
original Letters of Testament-
ary for the Estate of
KENNEITH B. THOMPSON,
DECEASED were issued on
December 20, 2016, in
Cause No. P-14614 pending
in the County Court of
Howard County,
Texas, to DEBORAH GAY
ALLEN.
The residence of DEBORAH
GAY ALLEN is 800 Wildfire
Road, Big Spring, Texas
79720. All persons having
claims against this Estate
which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to
present them within the time
and the manner prescribed
by law.
DATED the 20th day of
December, 2016

DEBORAH GAY ALLEN

#9264 December 25, 2016

WWW.BIGSPRINGHERALD.COM • 432.263.7331

The Big Spring Herald
CLASSIFIEDS

Snap Up a Deal 
in the Classifieds

Call or 
go online 

to browse, buy 
or 

sell! 

Take the 
Direct 
Route 
to a
NEW 
CAR
The Classifieds make it 
easy to buy or sell your 
vehicle without the 
middle man, and that 
means more money in 
your pocket!

The Big Spring 
Herald Classifieds
In print, online! 
www.bigspringherald.com

Place an Ad Today!
Rates start at

$35
for a week!

Call 
432.263.7331 
or email your ad to 

classifieds@bigspringherald.com
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 5 of 5 - Very Easy

3 7 2 8 4 1 9 5 6

4 8 5 3 6 9 7 1 2

9 6 1 5 2 7 8 3 4

6 9 8 4 3 5 1 2 7

5 3 4 1 7 2 6 9 8

2 1 7 6 9 8 5 4 3

8 2 6 9 1 3 4 7 5

7 4 9 2 5 6 3 8 1

1 5 3 7 8 4 2 6 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Holiday
MatHis

Venus and Jupiter Go 
Caroling

      Venus and Jupi-
ter angle each other 
in perfect harmony. 
Venus, the purveyor 
of love and beauty, is 
in the philanthropic, 
future-minded sign 
of Aquarius. Jupiter, 
the jolly giant of good 
fortune, is flying direct 
in Libra, the harmoni-
ous sign of peace and 
partnership. Let this 
destiny duet sing you 
a song of glad tidings 
of comfort and joy.
      ARIES (March 
21-April 19). A warm 
feeling, sustained eye 
contact, a few laughs 
-- suddenly you’re 
enchanted! If this 
happens to be an ex-
change with someone 
new to you, the rela-
tionship potential here 
is stable and lasting.

      TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). Because 
you don’t show favor-
itism, you smile often 
and you’re calm in 
every circumstance, 
you’ll be the touch-
stone that the people 
around you depend 
on to feel a sense of 
home and peace.
      GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). A little more 
faith and you’re there. 
Go forward with your 
vision as if you knew 
for sure it would all 
work out. The funds 
will show up as need-
ed, as if by magic.
      CANCER (June 
22-July 22). The 
relationships at hand 
will give you all you 
need. Don’t let digital 
technology impede the 
moment. The warm, 
alive people in the 
room will be the very 
best to reach to and 
connect with.
      LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22). You know, 
accept and love peo-
ple for who they really 
are. No one is going to 
change just because 
it’s the holidays, and 
you wouldn’t really 
want people to any-
way. Wondrous vibes 
are flowing.
      VIRGO (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22). Suc-
cess will depend upon 

bringing the appropri-
ate energy to the task 
at hand -- an easy, 
relaxed frame of mind, 
an open heart, an ex-
pectation that life will 
show its sweetness.
      LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Self-care is 
not an “extra,” even 
now when there’s so 
much going on. Take 
the time to make 
yourself happy. If that 
means doing some-
thing different from 
what the group is do-
ing for a few minutes, 
so be it.
      SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Ran-
dom acts of kindness 
will give you all the 
warmth of the sea-
son, whether you’re 
the recipient or you’re 
the giver. Most likely, 
you’ll be both. And 
when you can give 
something that others 
really need, you’ll be 
on top of the world.
      SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Maybe you’ll do what’s 
on the plan, and may-
be you won’t, but just 
having a plan will relax 
you. The best gift you 
can give yourself and 
the others around you 
is your own peace of 
mind.
      CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In-

stead of going big, go 
small. You’ll love what 
comes of concentrat-
ing your energy, and 
you’ll gain a deep 
satisfaction as you 
focus in on your main 
sources of joy.
      AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). You’ve 
an interesting, per-
sonal and extremely 
specific way of expe-
riencing and showing 
gratitude. This will 
create vivid memories 
for you and the people 
around you.
      PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). When 
things happen too 
quickly, it’s hard to 
savor the moment. 
That’s why you’ll en-
courage others to go 
slowly, take their time 
and be with you in the 
small interactions that 
add up to a charmed 
day.
      TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 25). You’ve 
battled your own ego 
and eschewed the 
ideology of self-en-
titlement. You’ll go 
into this year with 
a humble desire to 
serve. You can’t help 
that it leads to your 
advancement. The 
heart connection you 
make in the next 10 
weeks will continue to 
grow stronger through 

the year. May brings 
a windfall. Libra and 
Capricorn adore you. 
Your lucky numbers 
are: 25, 6, 48, 1 and 
16.
      FORECAST FOR 
THE WEEK AHEAD: 
The last week of the 
year begins with glad 
tidings from Venus 
and Jupiter as they 
form a harmony trine, 
joining the philan-
thropic energy of 
Aquarius to the peace-
ful partnership style of 
Libra. The warmth of 
the holidays radiates 
like a bonfire, and we 
need only to reach out 
with open palms to 
feel its heat. Anyone 
having trouble getting 
into the spirit needs 
only to slow down, 
do less, think fewer 
thoughts and be open 
to the softness of the 
feeling.
      Monday brings a 
tonal change. Jupiter 
is shaken from his 
interest in Venus, the 
love goddess, by a 
startling interruption 
from Uranus. Thus 
begins a debate that 
happens every 14 
years between Jupi-
ter and Uranus about 
the nature of luck. 
Because good fortune 
can turn into bad luck 
and bad luck can turn 

into the best thing that 
ever happened to a 
person, it is impos-
sible to immediately 
define events as for-
tunate or unfortunate. 
Therefore, why try? 
Let time do its thing. 
Meanwhile, play your 
hand to your best ad-
vantage and stay pos-
itive. It’s much easier 
to recognize opportu-
nity and move quickly 
to seize it when your 
heart is light.
      CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Christmas 
baby Jimmy Buffett is 
the king of Margarita-
ville. What was once a 
state of mind the artist 
captured in song has 
now become a life-
style, not to mention 
a brand that covers 
shirts, drink blenders 
and even furniture. 
His having his sun, 
moon and Mars in 
powerhouse Capricorn 
suggests that in spite 
of his laid-back artistic 
style, Buffett is hard-
working and highly 
competitive.
 
To write to Holiday Mathis, 

visit www.creators.com/
author/holiday-mathis and 

click “Contact.”
COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-

ATORS.COM

Away for the 
Holidays

      Dear Annie: Ear-
lier this year, I moved 
to the East Coast 
for my first job out of 
college. My parents, 

siblings and entire 
extended family are 
all back on the West 
Coast. Overall, I like 
it out here. I’ve been 

keeping so busy with 
my new job that I’ve 
hardly had time to be 
homesick at all.
      But now that it’s 
the holiday season, 
I find myself missing 
them a lot. I get nos-
talgic thinking about 
all the Christmas 
mornings my sisters 
and I spent together. 
This year, I have to 
work a half day on 
Christmas, so I won’t 
be flying home. Orig-
inally, my roommate 
was also going to be 
around, so we were 
planning on having 
our own little celebra-
tion, with eggnog and 
a Christmas movie 
marathon. But she just 
decided she’s going to 
drive home to spend 
the weekend with her 
family.
      I don’t want to 
complain about having 
to work on Christ-
mas, because really, 
I should be grateful 
to have a job when 
millions of people are 
out of work. But I just 
can’t help feeling sad 
that I’m not going to 
get to hug my par-
ents. At least I won’t 
be totally alone. I am 
taking care of my 

roommate’s dog. Any 
tips for cheering up? 
-- Blue Christmas
      Dear Blue: It’s 
homesickness sea-
son, and when you’re 
away from loved ones 
on Christmas, there’s 
not a pill in the world 
that can fully cure 
the heartache. But 
gratitude is the best 
antidote we’ve got. So 
keep counting those 
blessings. Though you 
can’t see your family 
members in person 
today, you can still talk 
to them. That is a gift.
      Consider stop-
ping by a retirement 
home and visiting with 
patients for an hour or 
two, or visit Volunteer-
Match.org for other 
ideas on how to give 
back during the holi-
days. Your mood will 
get an instant boost 
from helping others.
      I hope you can 
make a trip home 
soon, but in the mean-
time, stay thankful. 
Merry Christmas.
      Dear Annie: 
I think “Fed Up in 
Philly,” who has been 
doing all the holiday 
hosting and cooking 
for 30 years, should 
take charge and email 

the sister and brother. 
She needs to tell them 
that although Mom 
and Auntie have not 
complained, it’s time 
the three of them took 
over the holiday en-
tertaining. Their gen-
eration needs to step 
up. She should ask 
them to decide who 
wants to take a turn 
this year. They’ll take 
advantage of her only 
if she lets them.
      A side story: 
Many years ago, a 
co-worker with limited 
means was able to 
move from her teeny 
home (with her son 
and husband) to a 
slightly larger home. 
She was overjoyed 
to have room to host 
the family for Christ-
mas Eve for the first 
time. When I spoke 
with her, I learned she 
had to work till 6 on 
Christmas Eve. Her 
solution to entertaining 
everyone was to order 
Chinese food and 
pick it up on her way 
home. It was her treat! 
I often remember this 
and think it is a great 
example of true hol-
iday spirit. -- Happy 
Holidays
 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com. To find out 
more about Annie Lane 

and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 

columnists and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.

com.
COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-

ATORS.COM
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Front Row Left to Right: Debie Pirkle, Susan McLellan, Jo Stone, Jann Caffey, 
Lorrie Grantham, Sandra Green, Joan Beil.
Back Row Left to Right: Teresa Bynum, Pauline Nelson, Carolyn Freeman, Sara Beth 
Warren, Sue Ann Riddle, Dionne Pledger, Nancy Marshall, Pat Porter, Shirley Lee, 
Stepfanie Wilkerson, Tammy DePauw, Jan Foresyth.
Not Pictured: Stacy Barr, Verna Finkenbinder, Tootsie Grantham, Willa Ledford, 
Shirley Shroyer and Donna Love.

Merry Christmas
from

Gringotts Investment Club

432-263-1353
OR

432-263-1440

277277

Midwest Finance
600 S. Gregg Street
Phone Applications Welcome

Se Habla Español

Let Us Help You With
Your Christmas Shopping

We Have Loans From 
$100 to $1336.11  

432-263-1353 OR 432-263-1440

279589

WE DO TAXES!

Hope every day glows!

Martin County Hospital District
600 East Interstate 20
Stanton, Texas 79782

27
71

65

By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Denzel 
Washington is feeling pretty good 
at the moment. It's mid-December 
in Los Angeles, Washington is a few 
weeks shy of his 62nd birthday, and 
the Screen Actors Guild has just rec-
ognized his adaptation of the August 
Wilson play "Fences" for its ensemble 
cast. He's also finally getting feedback 
from audiences as the film trickles 
out to theaters before opening wide 
on Christmas Day.

The ease around it is relatively new. 
He knew he had the goods, of course. 
"Fences," Wilson's 1983 play about an 
African American family in 1950s 
Pittsburgh, had already won the Pu-
litzer Prize, Tony Awards for the 
original Broadway cast, and another 
batch of Tonys for Washington and 
Viola Davis in their 2010 revival. But, 
it would also be the first big screen 
adaptation of a Wilson play, and only 
Washington's third time behind the 
camera.

"Going into the film, that's when 
there was pressure. It was like, 'That 
all worked, everything worked. 
Don't mess it up!'" says Washington. 
"My concern was, first, August Wil-
son and, second, my actors. And the 
Screen Actors Guild said, 'We recog-
nize that.' So I was happy. I've kind of 
relaxed a little bit. And there's noth-
ing you can do about it anyway! The 
movie belongs to the people now."

The few critiques that have been 
lobbed at the film about Troy Max-
son (Washington), his wife Rose (Da-
vis) and their family have zeroed in 
on that old idea that when you bring 
a play to the big screen, the direc-
tor should "open it up" and disguise 
its essential play-ness. Washington 
hates that as criticism of his adapta-
tion, and he gets especially animated 
about it.

"I did it this way on purpose because 
August Wilson is first, not, 'Hey! Den-
zel!'" Washington says, edging out of 

his seat. "I can do all that. I 
can do ALL that. That whole 
big speech he made? I could 
have been pushing in on 
me. I could have done that. 
That's easy!"

The most difficult deci-
sions he made during film-
ing and editing were which 
actors to shoot and when. 
It's something that you don't 
have to decide in a play, 
when everyone can see ev-
erything happening. In some 
cases he extended scenes, 
cutting to another person 
in the kitchen overhearing 
something, or lingering on 
Davis for a beat instead of 
closing out the scene imme-
diately. In others, he could 
increase the physicality of 
the moment.

To visualize things better, Wash-
ington, recalling Sidney Lumet's ad-
vice, staged a two-week rehearsal. He 
rented out a big church in Pittsburgh, 
blocked out all the sets using tape on 
the floor, and hired understudies to be 
off book. It would allow him and his 
director of photography, Charlotte 
Bruus Christensen, to walk around, 
see all the action happening and fig-
ure out the shots from there. There 
wouldn't be enough time during film-
ing to do it then. And as far as perfor-
mances were concerned, he knew he 
didn't have anything to worry about.

"Nothing beats the confidence of 
having done it and having been re-
warded for it. Viola Davis is not sud-
denly going to lose the performance 
somewhere between 2010 and now," 
he says. "So when the band got back 
together and we started reading we 
were like, 'Oh yeah, we can still play.'"

For the really tough calls, Washing-
ton says he would consult the spirit 
of Wilson in his sleep. Wilson's intent 
was always top of mind.

Washington did get the chance to 
meet the playwright once, about 13 

years ago. It was a rainy day in Seattle 
and Washington went to his home to 
talk. His agent had said Wilson might 
be thinking about writing something 
for him.

"He talked about his process and 
how he writes and basically he was 
saying, 'You know, I don't write for 
anyone. The charac-
ters tell me.' It was so 
brilliant. I said, 'Well, 
what do you do?' And 
he said, 'Well, I close 
down my house and I 
listen to the people and 
they tell me what to say 
and I write it down,'" 
Washington recalls. 
"He was a lovely man. 
We sat on the porch. I 
didn't know that was 
the last time I was go-
ing to see him. Who 
knew?"

As for "Fences," while 
committing a play to 
film will certainly al-
low for a bigger audi-
ence not to mention the 
very probable outcome 
that it will be a go-to 

for school curriculums, Washington 
doesn't believe that his is the final 
word on the play at all.

"Like Shakespeare, it's open to 
interpretation," Washington says. 
"Wait 25 years. Somebody might want 
to do a musical, for instance. I don't 
know."

Denzel Washington can finally breathe easy about ‘Fences’
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100 people with live music on a stage would re-
quire one or more permits. Depending on its size, 
a fire marshal could make a spot check to ensure 
fire extinguishers are available and lighting is ad-
equate, or officials might oversee the event.

In general, building inspectors in Los Angeles 
would reject applications for musical events in 
warehouses, since they are designed to hold goods, 
not parties.

A gritty location can be part of the allure, and 
Cassel and others see it as an escape from main-
stream clubs that they see as unwelcoming, even 
hostile, to free spirits and nonconformists.

But a big part of it is economics. A maze of rules 
and the high costs that come with meeting them 
leave few alternatives for running events on a 
skimpy budget, they say.

"When you are charging five, six bucks and 50 
people show up, it doesn't work to have a permit," 
said George Chen, who organized underground 
shows in the San Francisco Bay Area for over a de-
cade.

Cassel acknowledges he ran Purple 33 without 

proper authorization, but says it's not because he 
didn't try.The businessman-contractor-inventor 
who once sold skateboard parts claims he spent 
$70,000 on licensing and other fees to try to get the 
city to green-light his club, whose patrons he calls 
"a family."

But neighbors who feared wild parties blocked 
the project. He went un-
derground.

"I wanted to do every-
thing legal. It takes a lot 
of money," Cassel, 56, 
said in an interview.

"But the greatest issue 
isn't the money. They 
don't seem to want to 
guide you along. At the 
end of the day, they 
say no." Despite Fire 
Department concerns, 
Cassel says the site was 
safe, with multiple ex-
its, fire extinguishers 
and an emergency plan 
that could get everyone 
out in two minutes.
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