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Runoff set for county,
congressional races 

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Howard County Precinct 1 Commissioner candidate Jesse Bravo, right, awaits 
election returns at the county courthouse Tuesday evening. Bravo finished 
third in the race behind incumbent Oscar Garcia and Chad Averette.

Garcia and
Averette to
face off  in
Precinct 1

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

The Precinct 1 Howard 
County Commissioner race is 

heading for round 
two.

No clear winner 
emerged in the 
three-man race for 
the commissioner 
post during Tues-
day’s Republican 
primary election, 
meaning voters 
will decide be-
tween incumbent 
Oscar Garcia and 
challenger Chad 
Averette when 
a run-off vote is 
held May 24.

Averette re-
ceived 43 percent 

of the votes, while 
Garcia was named 

on 37 percent of the ballots. 
Jesse Bravo, the third man 
in the race, received 74 votes. 
With no Democrat running 
for the position, the winner of 
the May 24 run-off will be the 
next commissioner.

Both Garcia and Averette 
thanked their supporters af-
ter the vote totals were an-
nounced.

“I owe it all to the people who 
worked for me, my wife, es-
pecially … A bunch of people 
went out of their way to vote 
Republican when they usu-
ally vote Democratic,” Garcia 
said. “They were there for me 
and I appreciate their coming 
out, and I’ll be looking 

See COUNTY, Page 3

Averette

Garcia

Robertson and Arrington finish in 
dead heat for District 19 GOP nod
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

As expected, it was a three-
man race to the finish line for 
the Republican nomination 
in the Texas District 19 con-
gressional race.

Lubbock Mayor Glen Rob-
ertson and former Texas Tech 
University vice chancellor 
Jodey Arrington emerged 
from a pack of nine candidates 
to earn a spot in a May 24 run-
off for the congressional seat 
being vacated by incumbent 
Randy Neugebauer, but they 
had to fend off a strong chal-
lenge from retired Air Force 
Col. Michael Bob Starr to do 
so.

With 280 of 285 voting pre-

cincts reporting as 
of midnight Tues-
day, Robertson 
had 26,651 votes, 
a mere 112 votes 
ahead of Arrington 
out of more than 
97,000 ballots cast. 
Starr was in third 
place, 5,000 votes 

behind the two leaders. Dr. 
Donald May of Lubbock fin-
ished a distant fourth.

With no Democratic oppo-
nent in the November gen-
eral election, the winner of 
the May run-off will be Big 
Spring’s next respresentative 
in the U.S. Congress.

Starr, as expected, domi-
nated in his home town of 

Abilene, out-poll-
ing both Robert-
son and Arrington 
by more than 5,000 
votes. But he con-
sistently ran be-
hind both men in 
the rest of the dis-
trict, especially in 
their home town of 

Lubbock, which split almost 
evenly between the two front-
runners. Starr ran a distant 
third there.

Robertson carried Howard 
County, gaining 805 votes, 
while Arrington was named 
on 514 ballots and Starr named 
on 371. May ran strongly in

See 19, Page 3

Robertson Arrington

16,000
ballots
cast in
county
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

More than 16,000 How-
ard County voters followed 
state-wide trends in Tues-
day’s primary election.

At first blush, the num-
ber of county residents who 
voted — 16,432 — looked im-
pressive, but it represented 
less than 27 per-
cent of regis-
tered voters in 
this area.

Still, County 
Election Admin-
istrator Saundra 
Bloom declared 
the turnout a 
successful one.

“That’s really a fairly de-
cent turnout for Howard 
County,” Bloom said. “It’s 
about the same as it was for 
the primary election four 
years ago — a little bit more, 
but not a lot.”

Those who headed to the 
polls echoed statewide re-
sults, for the most part, es-
pecially in the presidential 
primaries, where county 
voters gave their blessings 
to Ted Cruz and Hillary 
Clinton for the Republican 
and Democratic nomina-
tions, respectively.

In the Republican pri-
mary, Howard County gave 
Cruz a comfortable 1,822-
1,084 margin over Donald 
Trump, while Marco Rubio 
was the third choice among 
area residents with 477 
votes. On the Democratic 
side of the ledger, Clinton 
easily bested Bernie Sand-
ers, 350 to 191, on area vot-
ers’ ballots.

Here’s how Howard Coun-
ty voted in other contested

See VOTE, Page 3

Bloom

Familiar faces roll to wins in Texas primary voting
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — Ted Cruz 
defended his home turf, Hil-
lary Clinton dominated and 
powerful members of Con-
gress and the Legislature 
swatted back challengers.

Texas primary voters stuck 
with familiar faces over 
stadium-packing and angry 
outsiders Tuesday, thwart-

ing a wave of an-
ti-establishment 
resentment that 
has upended the 
2016 presidential 
race and already 
sent packing three 
previous White 
House contenders 
with Texas ties.

But not Cruz. His campaign 
now rolls Wednesday to Kan-
sas, which caucuses Satur-
day, after victories in Texas 
and Oklahoma delivered a 
crucial momentum swing 
and amplified his insistence 
that he is the GOP’s last hope 

of stopping Donald Trump. 
Marco Rubio had a disap-
pointing Super Tuesday, only 
winning the Minnesota cau-
cuses, but vowed to stay in 
the race.

Also not going anywhere are 
two of the most powerful law-
makers in Texas: U.S. Rep. 
Kevin Brady, the new chair-
man of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, and Texas 
House Speaker Joe Straus. 
Both toppled conservative in-
surgents who accused them 
of being too entrenched and 
out of touch.

Cruz asked that his rivals 

“prayerfully con-
sider” whether to 
keep going with-
out mentioning 
Rubio or Ohio 
Gov. John Kasich 
by name.

“Head to head, 
our campaign 
beats Donald 

Trump resoundingly,” said 
Cruz, firing up supporters at 
a victory party outside his 
hometown of Houston. “But 
for that to happen, we must 
come together.”

Cruz picked up at least 52 
delegates on Super Tuesday 

but still lags well behind 
Trump. Cruz ended the night 
with more than 42 percent of 
the vote in Texas ‚Äî a solid 
victory in the crown jewel of 
Super Tuesday, but not re-
sounding enough to horde all 
155 of the state’s delegates to 
himself.

Turnout in Texas far ex-
ceeded recent presidential 
primaries. Long lines forced 
precincts to remain open past 
when polls officially closed, 
and by early Wednesday, 
more than 2.4 million people

See TEXAS, Page 3
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Frances Zant
Frances Gilliam Zant, 105, of 

Gholson, passed away on 
Monday, Feb. 29, 2016 with her 
family at her side. Frances was 
born, Nannie Frances Gilliam, 
on Oct. 6, 1910 in Ballinger, 
Texas to the late Clarence Earl 
and Fannie Jo Allen Gilliam. 
She graduated in 1929 from 
Runnels High School. Over the 
years, Frances worked as a 4H 
seamstress teacher, a farm cen-
sus taker, she did seamstress 

work for the public and during World War II. She 
worked for Montgomery Wards. In the early 1950s, 
Frances was a Cub Scout leader for her son’s scout 
troop. Frances has been a member of First United 

Methodist Church in Big Spring, Texas since 1924 
and is also a member of the Howard County Home 
Demonstration Club. 

Frances is preceded in death by her parents, Earl 
and Fannie Gilliam; sisters, Vera Mae Rawlings 
and Ruth Allen Robinson; and nephew, Larry Ray 
Robinson.

Frances will be remembered in love by her son, 
Gene Zant and his wife Sheba Ann of Waco; grand-
son, Allen Gene Zant and his wife Stephanie of 
Sunset; granddaughter, Melodie Ann Holder and 
her husband Jason of Laguna Park; three great-
grandsons and one great-granddaughter; along 
with numerous nieces, nephews, great-nieces and 
nephews and great great-nieces and nephews.

Thoughts and memories may be shared with 
online at: www. lakeshorefh.com.

Paid obituary

James “Zack” Seely
James Zackariah “Zack” Seely, 

41, of Big Spring died on Sunday, 
Feb. 28, 2016 at his residence. A 
memorial service will be held on 
Thursday, March 3, 2016 at 11 
a.m. at Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints with Bishop 
Spencer Palmer officiating.

He was born July 6, 1974 to Xan 
Lemons Seely and Guy John Seely 
in Big Spring. Zack was a lifetime 

resident of Big Spring. 
He is survived by his mother, Xan Lemons Seely 

of Big Spring; one brother, Joseph Seely of San 
Antonio; four sisters, Tonya Spence and her hus-
band Garry, Melanie Settles, Camilla Strande and 
husband Brent, all of Big Spring, and Lucretia 
Seely of Abilene, and several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father, Guy John 
Seely.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at myersandsmith.
com

Ray Valencia
Ray S. Valencia, 74, of Big 

Spring died Tuesday, March 1, 
2016 at his residence. The family 
will receive friends Wednesday, 
March 2, 2016 at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Funeral Services will be 
Thursday, March 3, 2016 at Myers 
& Smith Chapel at 1 p.m.

He was born September 16, 1941 
to Apolonia Subia and Sabino 
Valencia in Big Spring. He was a 

lifelong resident of Big Spring. He 
married his wife of 54 years, Mary Valencia, on 
Feb. 23, 1961 in Big Spring. He is survived by his 

wife, Mary Valencia; three daughters, Cynthia 
Vela of Big Spring, Amy Rodriguez and husband 
Steve of Melissa and Rebecca Valencia of San 
Antonio; one son, Ray Valencia Jr. and wife Lisa of 
Big Spring; six sisters, Guadalupe Yanez of Big 
Spring, Antonia Valencia of San Antonio, Irene 
Garfias of Houston, Mary Elma Saldivar of Midland, 
Mary Elva Baldovinos of Odessa and Alicia 
Valencia Salas of Arlington; two brothers, Estevan 
Valencia and Joe Ernest Valencia, both of Big 
Spring, six grandchildren, and one great grandson,  
He was preceded in death by his parents, one sister 
and seven brothers. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• TONY LEON JETTON, 40, of 406 Vikki Road, 
was arrested on a charge of walking on the high-
way with traffic (no sidewalks).

• TIMOTHY JOE FLORES, 40, of 1614 Canary, 
was arrested on warrants for three counts of fail-
ure to appear; terroristic threat that placed a per-
son in fear; theft of property, greater than $750 but 
less than $2,500; driving with invalid license; fail-
ure to identify-giving false information; and a war-
rant from another agency.

• PATRICK AARON RAMIREZ, 24, of 609 
Johnson, was arrested on warrants for failure to 
appear, assault family violence threat or offensive 
touch, and a warrant  from another agency,

• LARRY DEAN CORWIN, 57, of 2515 Broadway 
Street, was arrested on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• TEODORO DIAZ, 61, of 608 N 8th, was arrested 
on a warrant from another agency.

• ANDREA MARY SILVIA, 22, of 1015 Wood 
Street, was arrested on charges of theft of property, 
less than $100 shoplifting; failure to identify, and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

• ALEJANDRO MIER, 32, of 1201 Mulberry 
Avenue, was arrested on a warrant from another 
agency,

• BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported 
in the 3500 block of N Old Gail Road and the 4200 
block of Parkway Road.

• THEFT was reported in the 4200 block of E CR 
50, the 800 block of E 15th Street and the 200 block 
of W FM 700.

• MINOR ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of 13th and Benton.

• THEFT OF FIREARM was reported in the 700 
block of Dallas Street.

• MAJOR ACCIDENT was reported in the 1300 
block of Sycamore Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Department report-
ed the following activity:

Note – Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 73 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• THOMAS RAY CAMARILLO, 42, was booked 
by the BSPD on a warrant for possession of a con-
trolled substance, greater than four grams, less 
than 200 grams.

• LARRY CORWIN, 57, was booked by the BSPD 
on a charge of public intoxication.

• BRENNAN CHANCE DARDEN, 19, was 
booked by the BSPD on warrants for public intoxi-
cation and failure to drive in a single lane. 

• TEODORO DIAZ, 61, was booked by the BSPD 
on a warrant for driving with invalid license with 
previous conviction.

•  TIMOTHY JOE FLORES, 40, was booked by 
the BSPD on warrants for unlawful possession of 
a firearm by a felon; theft of property, greater than 
$750 but less than $2,500; terroristic threat; driving 
with invalid license; three counts of failure to 
appear; and failure to identify. 

•  TONY LEON JETTON, 40, was booked by the 
BSPD on a charge of walking on the highway with 
traffic.

• ALEJANDRO MIER, 32, was booked by the 
BSPD on a warrant for assault that causes bodily 
injury.

• VICTOR EDWARD PAULK, 60, was booked 
by the HCSO on warrants for two charges of crim-
inally negligent homicide. 

• PATRICK AARON RAMIREZ JR, 24, was 
booked by the BSPD on warrants for possession of 
marijuana, greater than four ounces but less than 

five pounds, assault family violence, and failure to 
appear.

• ANDREA MARY SILVA, 22, was booked by 
the BSPD on charges for theft, less than $100; fail-
ure to identify; and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. 

• AMY MONIQUE WEBBER, 44, was booked by 
the DPS on warrants for MTAG possession of a 
controlled substance, less than one gram; posses-
sion of a controlled substance, less than one gram; 
displaying fictitious license plate; and displaying 
fictitious motor vehicle registration.

• CHRISTIAN CASH WILKINS, 20, was booked 
by the DPS on a charge of possession of marijuana, 
less than two ounces. 

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 

Settles, open discussion noon to 1 
p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 
7:30 p.m. Newcomers’ meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries 
has a faith-based support group 
for those who need help finding 
and continuing to walk down the 
path God has for each of us. 
Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon 
and again at 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. The classes take 
place at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministries, 
located at 1209 Wright 
St.

• Weight Watchers 
meets at 6 p.m. at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 

Weigh-in is confidential and you 
don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment 
options.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder support group meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical 
Center Veteran’s Healing 
Center.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting 

from noon until 1 p.m. at 605 
Settles. Open Big Book study 
meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open 

discussion meeting, 615 Settles, 
noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/
speakers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 
p.m. Open birthday night, no 
smoking meeting the last 
Saturday of each month at 8 p.m. 
Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.
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Ray S. Valencia, 74, 
died Tuesday. The 
family will receive 
friends today from 5:00 
to 8:00 PM at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will 
be at 1:00 PM Thurs-
day at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.

James Zackariah 
“Zack” Seely, 41, died 
Sunday. A memorial 
service will be held on 
Thursday at 11:00 AM 
at Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.

Mark Edwin Fort, 59, 
died Monday. Servic-
es are pending at this 
time.
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432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
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tion (in case you’re a winner).
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must arrive before 5 PM, March 6, 2016. Include address & phone number.
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TxDOT ASKED THE COMMUNITY ONE QUESTION,  “DO YOU WANT IT?” LET’S SHOW BY YOUR COM-
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had voted in the GOP 
primary with numbers 
still rolling in — head-
ing toward topping the 
2012 Republican prima-
ries turnout by at least 1 
million voters.

Exit polls showed that 
white evangelicals and 
hardline conservatives 
helped Cruz fight off 
a Trump upset in his 
backyard, Republican 
primary voters were 
also roughly split on 
whether they wanted a 
candidate with political 
experience or a nomi-
nee from outside the es-
tablishment.

Kevin Stone, 53, said 
the country doesn’t 
need a politician after 
voting for Trump at a 
Baptist church in Lub-
bock Tuesday.

“There’s an air about 
him, I don’t agree with 

everything he does, but 
we need a leader, some-
one who has authority 
that can walk into any 
government,” Stone 
said.

Voters craving new 
blood had many in 
Washington closely 
watching suburban 
Houston, where Brady 
was in the political fight 
of his 10-term congres-
sional career. Months 
after taking the pow-
erful tax panel previ-
ously helmed by House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, 
Brady drew a challenge 
from three outsiders 
who sought to tap into 
Trump’s outsider mes-
sage.

Some observers lik-
ened the race to the 
2014 defeat by former 
House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor, but Brady 
proved his durability by 
winning outright and 
avoiding a runoff.

Winning more hand-
ily was Straus, who re-

mains poised to run for 
a record-tying fifth ses-
sion as House speaker 
after beating business-
man Jeff Judson, whose 
supporters included 
Wal-Mart heiress Al-
ice Walton. Judson 
appeared to question 
whether Straus, who is 
Jewish, could connect 
with Christian voters 
and blamed him for the 
failure of get-tough im-
migration proposals.

“Voters showed that 
angry rhetoric and dis-
honest ads are no match 
for a well-organized 
campaign that looks to a 
brighter future,” Straus 
said.

Clinton, who won 
the Texas primary in 
2008 over President 
Barack Obama, contin-
ued steamrolling to the 
Democratic nomination 
by beating Bernie Sand-
ers by a roughly 2-to-1 
margin behind over-
whelming support from 
blacks and Hispanics.

VOTE
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state elections:

REPUBLICANS

• Railroad commis-
sioner — Ron Hale, 596; 
Gary Gates, 581; Wayne 
Christian, 565, Weston 
Martinez, 348; Lance 
Christian, 360; Doug Jef-
frey, 340.

• State Supreme Court, 
Place 3 — Debra Leh-
rmann, 1,617; Michael 
Massengae, 1,426.

• State Supreme Court, 
Place 5 — Rick Green, 
1,858; Paul Green, 1,036.

• Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 2 — 
Mary Lou Keel, 1,207; 
Ray Wheless, 890; Chris 
Oldner, 733.

• Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 5 — Scott 
Walker, 1,600; Steve 
Smith, 574; Brent Web-

ster, 424; Sid Harle, 274.
• Court of Criminal Ap-

peals, Place 6 — Richard 
Davis, 1,566; Michael 
Keasler, 1,242.

DEMOCRATS

• Railroad commis-
sioner — Cody Garrett, 
205; Grady Yarbrough, 
195; Lon Burnam, 73.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 235.
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Howard County, fin-
ishing second with 542 
votes.

For the two Lubbock 
men, they will spend a 
day or two celebrating 
their performances at 
the polls, then it’s back 
to the campaign trail as 
they attempt to recon-
nect with voters.

“I want to thank all 
my staff and support-
ers for the incredible 
job they have done to 
secure us a spot in the 
runoff,” Robertson said 
in a statement issued 
late Tuesday. “I would 
also like to thank every-
one who turned out to 
vote in record numbers 
… I am looking forward 
to the next three months 
of campaigning and I am 
honored to have earned 
a spot in the runoff.”

Arrington was equally 
pleased with Tuesday’s 
results.

“I am honored and very 
grateful to the voters of 
the District 19 … who 
stood with us and put us 
in position to be in the 
runoff,” Arrington said. 
“I’m thankful we lived 
to fight another day and 
I think we’ll have a big 
advantage going for-
ward.”

With Starr now out 
of the race, Abilene fig-

ures to be a major bat-
tleground for the runoff 
participants. Arrington 
said he believes the 
friendships and busi-
ness connections he 
made in Taylor County 
from the time he spent 
at Texas Tech will serve 
him well in the coming 
weeks.

“We’ve already spent 
a lot of time in Abilene,” 
he said. “I knocked on 
about 1,000 doors cam-
paigning there, and I 
think that will play well 
with the voters.”

He also pointed to en-
dorsements he has re-

ceived from Big Spring’s 
Larry McLellan and six 
other mayors in the dis-
trict as examples of the 
grass-roots support he 
has built throughout 
the area.

COUNTY
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for them again.”
Averette thanked ev-

eryone who cast bal-
lots in the race, not just 
those who marked his 
name on the ballot.

“I was just glad to see 
the numbers that came 
out and voted,” he said. 
“I was glad to see How-
ard County voters make 
their voices heard.”

The challenger said he 
doesn’t plan big changes 
in the run-off campaign.

“Just getting out and 
letting people know why 
I want to be commis-
sioner,” Averett said. 
“We have to watch our 
tax base very carefully, 
because with $30 a bar-
rel oil, we’re not going 
to have as much money 
coming into the coun-
ty.”

Garcia said he will take 
a few days to analyze the 
results, then head back 
out and campaign.

“I’ve got to look at it, 
and hopefully, I can 
make some changes,” 
Garcia said.

Take note
• The Kiwanis Annual Pancake Supper will take 

place at the Howard College Student Union Build-
ing on March 11 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $6 per person and include all you can eat pan-
cakes, sausage patty and bacon. There will be milk, 
water and coffee to drink. To go orders welcome.

• Coahoma Lions Club annual pancake supper 
will take place March 7 at the Coahoma Elemen-
tary cafeteria and will cost $6 per person.

The Coahoma ISD open house will be from 5:30 

p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Coahoma ISD Talent Show will 
take place in the CHS auditorium from 7 p.m. - 8 
p.m. and the pancakes dinner will be from 5 p.m. - 7 
p.m.

• The Howard County Fair needs people to cross 
stitch squares for the annual Quilt Fundraiser. 
Complete kits may be picked up from Cheryl Joy 
at the Heritage Museum, Tuesday through Satur-
day. For more information call Suzanne Markwell 
at 214-256-1674

Meetings
• The Big Spring Art Association meets every 

third Tuesday, September through May at 7 p.m. 
in the basement of the Howard County Library. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Memberships are 
available. The annual dues are $20.

• The Big Spring Symphony Board of Directors 
meets every first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the sym-
phony office, 808 Scurry Street. 

• The Kiwanis Club of Big Spring meets at noon 
every Thursday in the Cactus Room at Howard Col-
lege. Visitors are welcome. 

• Order of the Eastern Star Big Spring Chapter 67 
meets the third Tuesday of each month at 219 Main 
St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more infor-
mation, contact Jimmy Ruth at 271-2176.

• Staked Plains Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. (dinner 
is at 6 p.m.) at 219 ½ Main St. All Masons are wel-
come.

Volunteer opportunities
• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Servic-

es Council is in need of volunteers to fill a variety of 
needs to assist the hospital’s patients. Applications 
to become a volunteer can be picked up at The Cha-
let, 115 E. Second St., Tuesday through Saturday 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. or at the Big Spring State 
Hospital Community Relations Department, 1901 
N. Hwy 87, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Volunteers can assist with a variety of func-
tions, including The Chalet Resale Shop, various 
fund-raisers and patient events. For more informa-
tion, contact Dee Lindsey, Big Spring State Hospi-
tal Director of Community Relations, (432) 268-7535 
or danielle.lindsey@dshs.state.tx.us

• Home Hospice is in need of volunteers of all 
ages. 

The organization is re-
questing volunteers to 
sit with patients, make 
items for patients and 
help with office work. 
Volunteers set their 
own hours. For more in-
formation, call 264-7911 
or 432-213-0150.



Every once in a while I 
read or hear something 
that makes me feel like 
somebody needs to get a 

real job. I mean, 
how much free 
time does one have 
to be able to come 
up with some of 
the silliness I read 
about? But then, 
as if to redeem the 
human race from 
its own self, I read 
about the annual 
Ig Nobel prize. 
Yes, you read that 
right, the Ig Nobel 
prize.

The Ig Nobel Prizes honor 
achievements that make people 
laugh, and then think. The 
prizes are intended to celebrate 
the unusual, honor the imagina-
tive, and spur people’s interest 
in science, medicine, and tech-
nology.

Every September, in a gala 
ceremony in Harvard’s Sanders 
Theatre, 1100 splendidly eccen-
tric spectators watch the new 
winners step forward to accept 
their prizes.  These are physi-
cally handed out by genuinely 
bemused genuine Nobel Laure-
ates.

If you happen to be in the 
neighborhood, the 26th First 
Annual Ig Nobel Prize ceremony 
will happen on Thursday, Sept. 
22, 2016, at Sanders Theatre, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

The Ig Nobel Prizes are orga-
nized by the magazine Annals 
of Improbable Research. The 
ceremony is co-sponsored by 
the Harvard-Radcliffe Society of 
Physics Students and the Har-
vard-Radcliffe Science Fiction 
Association. 

It would take far too much 
time and research to provide 
you with an in-depth review of 
the immense amount of amaz-
ing intellectualism associated 
with this program, but I want to 
give a couple of examples that 
should stimulate your thinking 
and give you an appreciation 
for some folks doing some real 
thinking.

The 2015 winners, in couple of 
categories, include the Physics 
Prize awarded to Patricia Yang 
[USA and Taiwan], David Hu 
[USA and Taiwan], and Jona-
than Pham, Jerome Choo [USA], 
for testing the biological prin-
ciple that nearly all mammals 
empty their bladders in about 
21 seconds (plus or minus 13 
seconds).

The Literature Prize went to 
Mark Dingemanse [The Nether-
lands, USA], Francisco Torreira 
[The Netherlands, Belgium, 

USA], and Nick J. Enfield [Aus-
tralia, The Netherlands], for dis-
covering that the word “huh?” 
(or its equivalent) seems to exist 
in every human language — and 
for not being quite sure why.

One of my favorites for 2015 
was awarded the Economics 
Prize awarded to The Bangkok 
Metropolitan Police [Thailand], 
for offering to pay policemen ex-
tra cash if the policemen refuse 
to take bribes. 

Awarded jointly to two groups: 
Hajime Kimata [Japan, China]; 
and to Jaroslava Durdiaková 
[Slovakia, US, UK], Peter Celec 
[Slovakia, Germany], Natália 
Kamodyová, Tatiana Sedlák-
ová, Gabriela Repiská, Barbara 
Sviežená, and Gabriel Minárik 
[Slovakia], for experiments to 
study the biomedical benefits 
or biomedical consequences of 
intense kissing (and other inti-
mate, interpersonal activities).

The Ig Nobel Biology Prize 
went to Bruno Grossi, Omar 
Larach, Mauricio Canals, Ro-
drigo A. Vásquez [Chile], José 
Iriarte-Díaz [Chile, USA], for 
observing that when you attach 
a weighted stick to the rear end 
of a chicken, the chicken then 
walks in a manner similar to 
that in which dinosaurs are 
thought to have walked.

You should be realizing by 
now that some serious research 
is going on in this world. These 
are not insignificant discover-
ies. Such as the 2015 Diagnostic 
Medicine Award given to Dial-
lah Karim [Canada, UK], Antho-
ny Harnden [New Zealand, UK, 
US], Nigel D’Souza [Bahrain, 
Belgium, Dubai, India, South 
Africa, US, UK], Andrew Huang 
[China, UK], Abdel Kader Allou-
ni [Syria, UK], Helen Ashdown 
[UK], Richard J. Stevens [UK], 
and Simon Kreckler [UK], for 
determining that acute appendi-
citis can be accurately diagnosed 
by the amount of pain evident 
when the patient is driven over 
speed bumps.

2014’s Neuroscience Prize 
[China, Canada] went to Jian-
gang Liu, Jun Li, Lu Feng, Ling 
Li, Jie Tian, and Kang Lee, for 
trying to understand what hap-
pens in the brains of people who 
see the face of Jesus in a piece of 
toast.

The Psychology Prize for 2014 
[UK, Finland, Australia, USA] 
was awarded to Peter K. Jona-
son, Amy Jones, and Minna Ly-
ons, for amassing evidence that 
people who habitually stay up 
late are, on average, more self-
admiring, more manipulative, 
and more psychopathic than peo-
ple who habitually arise early in 
the morning. That explains some 
folks I know.

In one of the most ridiculous, 
and even embarrassing stud-
ies, 2014’s Biology Prize [Czech 
Republic, Germany, Zambia] 
was given to Vlastimil Hart, 
Petra Nováková, Erich Pas-
cal Malkemper, Sabine Begall, 
Vladimír Hanzal, Miloš Ježek, 
Tomáš Kušta, Veronika Nm-
cová, Jana Adámková, Kateina 
Benediktová, Jaroslavervený 
and Hynek Burda, for carefully 
documenting that when dogs 
defecate and urinate, they prefer 
to align their body axis with 
Earth’s north-south geomagnetic 
field lines.

The Medicine Prize went to 
[USA, India] Ian Humphreys, 
Sonal Saraiya, Walter Belenky 
and James Dworkin, for treating 
“uncontrollable” nosebleeds, us-
ing the method of nasal-packing-
with-strips-of-cured-pork.

2014’s Arctic Science Prize, 
which we Texans are really 
interested in keeping up with, 
went to [Norway, Germany, 
USA, Canada]: Eigil Reimers 
and Sindre Eftestøl, for testing 
how reindeer react to seeing 
humans who are disguised as 
polar bears. 

In 2013, the Joint Prize in 
Biology and Astronomy went to 
Marie Dacke [Sweden, Austra-
lia], Emily Baird [Sweden, Aus-
tralia, Germany], Marcus Byrne 
[South Africa, UK], Clarke 
Scholtz [South Africa], and Eric 
J. Warrant [Sweden, Australia, 
Germany], for discovering that 
when dung beetles get lost, they 
can navigate their way home by 
looking at the Milky Way.

I’m including all the countries 
for these award winners so you 
can fully appreciate the world-
wide impact these amazing stud-
ies affect. 

I want to include my personal 
favorite to end this journey 
into research history. In 2011, 
the Mathematics Prize went to 
Dorothy Martin of the USA (who 
predicted the world would end 
in 1954), Pat Robertson of the 
USA (who predicted the world 
would end in 1982), Elizabeth 
Clare Prophet of the USA (who 
predicted the world would end 
in 1990), Lee Jang Rim of Korea 
(who predicted the world would 
end in 1992), Credonia Mwer-
inde of Uganda (who predicted 
the world would end in 1999), 
and Harold Camping of the USA 
(who predicted the world would 
end on Sept. 6, 1994 and later 
predicted that the world will end 
on Oct. 21, 2011), for teaching the 
world to be careful when making 
mathematical assumptions and 
calculations.

You may not agree with any-
thing I’ve said, but I column as I 
see ‘em.

When you go to 
the California 
Democratic Party’s 
convention, and 

you happen to be 
the rare registered 
Republican in 
the press corps, 
you have to come 
prepared with an 
answer to The 
Question: Can I 
vote for Donald 
Trump in Novem-
ber? (My answer: 
I don’t have to de-
cide now. Trump 
hasn’t won the 
primary.) It’s no 
secret that I don’t like Trump. 
But as I listened to speakers at 
the San Jose Democratic confab 
Saturday denounce the corrosive 
impact of money on politics, I 
realized some know Trump in a 
way I never will — they’ve tasted 
his money.

Trump has donated buckets to 
Hillary Clinton’s Senate cam-
paign, to the Clinton Foundation 
and even to California Demo-
crats. Trump donated $20,000 to 
the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee in 2006. 
The Dems went on to win the 
House, and San Francisco’s own 
Rep. Nancy Pelosi became House 
speaker. Trump met with Pelosi 
right after she ascended to the 
speakership. In January, Trump 
told MSNBC he “always had a 

good relationship” with Pelosi.
I asked Pelosi’s office why 

Trump ponied up for Pelosi. A 
spokesperson referred me to 
the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee. I went to 
the DCCC Web page, which was 
busy trying to tie vulnerable 
GOP incumbents to Trump and 
the Ku Klux Klan.

Both Donald and daughter 
Ivanka Trump donated to the 
campaign of Attorney General 
Kamala Harris. Ivanka wrote 
a check for $2,000 in 2013. The 
Donald donated $5,000 in 2011 
and another for $1,000 in 2013. 
Harris is running to replace 
Sen. Barbara Boxer in the U.S. 
Senate. In July, her Senate 
campaign purged The Donald’s 
money by giving a $6,000 check 
to Caracen, a group that fights 
federal enforcement of immigra-
tion law.

Donald and Ivanka Trump also 
donated $3,000 to Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s gubernatorial cam-
paign in 2009. Newsom texted me 
that he spent more than $3,000 
to produce a video that took on 
Trump’s immigration “plan.” 
Trump donated $3,500 to now-
Gov. Jerry Brown’s attorney 
general campaign, and $9,500 
to the Democratic State Central 
Committee. Trump also gave 
$25,000 to the California Repub-
lican Party in 2005 and $12,000 
to former GOP Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s campaigns.

Harris spokesman Nathan 
Click said he doesn’t know why 
Trump contributed to the cam-
paign. That’s pretty much the 
answer I got from all the Dems. 
Why did Trump donate? It’s a 
mystery.

At the convention, Democrats 
denounced the Supreme Court 
Citizens United decision. Los 
Angeles County Democratic Par-
ty Chairman Eric Bauman railed 
against the Koch brothers for 
giving to conservative causes, 
then lauded liberal plutocrat 
Tom Steyer for his “investment” 
in voter registration.

Pelosi, Harris, Newsom and 
Brown are proof that, on the big 
issues at least, savvy politicians 
can pocket campaign contribu-
tions — without being owned 
by mega-donors. California 
Democrats are no slouches at 
fundraising — and still they 
blame all political ills on money 
in politics. They don’t think 
money is bad when it goes into 
their coffers, but they know that 
money works when it is in step 
with the voters. So they won’t 
be happy until they defund the 
right. That’s really their idea of 
campaign finance reform.

Email Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, visit the Creators Syn-
dicate web page at www.creators.
com.
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter policies

How to contact us

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your 
needs, we offer several ways in which you 
may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail at newsdesk@bigspringherald.

com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor. 
We ask you to follow these guidelines:

• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Letters that are unsigned or do not include 
a telephone number or address will not be 
considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

Daily Prayer

With You, Lord, we can widen our scope 
and view of our life.

					     Amen.

Addresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Ted Cruz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• GREG ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative

Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• Larry McLellan, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
	 • JIM DEPAUW — 263-
0008.
  • Carmen Harbour 
— Work: 264-2401.	
	 • raul marquez jr 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
	 • justin myers — 
Home: 263-3771.
	 • STEVE WAGGONER 
— Home: 267-8058.
	 • Raul Benavides — 
Work: 267-2501.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • KATHRYN WISEMAN, 
County  Judge — Office: 
264-2202.
	 • Oscar Garcia — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • CRAIG BAILEY — 
Office: 816-5270.
	 • Jimmie Long — 432-
267-4224.
	 • John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

Eddy

Prince

Debra 
Saunders

Because the world needs more winners

The Donald and the Democrats 

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers 
and not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise 
indicated.
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(432) 263-8473
(432) 263-6932

Get Ready For Spring!
FREE
TIRE

CHECK!
Offer Expires 2/29/2016

507 E. 3rd Street
Big Spring, Texas TIRE TIME

500 N. Birdwell Lane     432-267-7781
M-F 8:00am-6pm • Saturday 9-4pm

CLOSED SUNDAY

www.hullsmeat.com268970

Ask Us About Our meat Packs?

BIG SPRING STATE HOSPITAL
Big Spring State Hospital offers generous benefits packages, including paid vacation,
sick leave and holidays, matching retirement and health insurance. Negotiable shifts.

ACTIVELY RECRUITING:
 REGISTERED NURSES, LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSES

 PSYCHIATRIST, PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR

SOCIAL WORK SERVICES DIRECTOR, CASE MANAGER
 REHAB THERAPY AND TEACHER, SWITCHBOARD OPERATOR

FOOD SERVICE, CUSTODIANS, CLERKS, DIETITIAN
For more information on jobs and salaries:

https://hrportal.cpa.texas.gov/EPHRPRD/signon.html
OR CALL (432) 268-7341 or visit us at: Big Spring State Hospital  1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring, TX 79720

87
Auto Sales

(432) 267-8787 (432) 263-8787
Over 200 Vehicles
To Choose From!

27
44

59

New Hope Christian
School

116 Cedar Rd. Big Spring, TX
432-263-0203

Now Enrolling: Age 6wks.-12yrs.
Quality, christian education268

980

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the 14th 
and last in a series of articles high-
lighting the Ports-to-
Plains project.

For the past four-
teen weeks, 
many media 
outlets through-

out the Ports-to-Plains 
region have published 
this series of articles 
on a weekly basis.  
From safety to econom-
ics and trade to fund-
ing, the Ports-to-Plains 
Alliance is committed 
to providing ongoing information 
about the progress of the develop-
ment and impacts along the corridor.  

In just the past week, staff spent a 
full day in Washington DC holding 
meetings with Congressional staff, 
staff from Federal Highway 
Administration, staff from U.S. House 
of Representatives Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
and staff from the American 
Association of State Highway 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
and National Association of 
Development Associations (NADO). 
At each meeting Ports-to-Plains 
Alliance focused on the importance 

of rural corridors like Ports-to-Plains 
which not only connect urban econo-
mies, but provide the resources need-
ed to drive those economies across 
North America.  

These efforts are ongoing and we 
encourage you to stay engaged.  
Participating in events is one way to 
connect and learn.  The upcoming 
2016 Energy and Agriculture Summit, 
March 30-31, 2016 in Lubbock, Texas, 
will help your community or busi-
ness better understand the current 
economic role and potential econom-

ic impacts of energy and agriculture. 
As we have shown in previous arti-
cles, transportation, energy and agri-
culture are uniquely related.

Perhaps, participating in the 
Washington DC Fly-in would be of 
interest.  Join the Ports-to-Plains 
Board of Directors and staff in 
Washington DC the week of April 
18-22.  If you have not done congres-
sional office visits, do not worry, you 
will be teamed with seasoned veter-
ans in each office visit.  Your partici-
pation strengthens our messaging in 

every office across the ten-state 
region. 

Finally, the 19th Annual Ports-to-
Plains Alliance Conference will be 
held Sept. 13-15, 2016 in San Angelo, 
Texas. Join us for an informative and 
entertaining time.

Whatever you do, stay connected. 
Be it events like the Town Hall meet-
ings, local presentations, receiving 
our bi-weekly electronic newsletter, 
portstoplains.com, ptpblog.com, 
Facebook, Twitter or Linked-in, the 
Alliance is committed to ongoing 
communication about our activities.  
Just let us know how you would like 
to participate with us. Your support 
is critical to our common success.

Ports-to-Plains is a grassroots alli-
ance of over 275 communities and busi-
nesses, including alliance partners 
Heartland Expressway, Theodore 
Roosevelt Expressway and Eastern 
Alberta Trade Corridor Coalition, 
whose mission is to advocate for a 
robust international transportation 
infrastructure to promote economic 
security and prosperity throughout 
North America's energy and agricul-
tural heartland including Mexico to 
Canada. Additional information on 
the Ports-to-Plains Alliance is avail-
able at  www.portstoplains.com.

Michael

Reeves

Staying current with Ports-to-Plains

ODESSA (AP) - The 
United Way of Odessa 
raised more than $2.3 
million in its 2015 fund-
raising campaign, 
despite an oil bust that 
tightened donors’ pock-
et books and left the 
charity at less than half 
way toward its goal in 
the weeks before the 
campaign ended on 
Nov. 19, officials of the 
charity organization 
revealed at their annu-
al meeting on 
Thursday.

The money supports 
23 agencies and 34 pro-
grams that assist 
Odessans and 
Midlanders in need — 
groups like the Boys 
and Girls Club of 
Odessa, the American 
Red Cross of Southwest 
Texas and Safe Place of 
the Permian Basin.

Tom Pursel, the exec-
utive director of the 
local United Way, who 
is retiring April 1 to 
move closer to his 
daughter and grand-
children, said major 
donations from 
Saulsbury Industries, 
Medical Center Health 
System and Anadarko 
Petroleum helped close 
the fundraising gap.

“It was no small feat,” 
Pursel said. “We 
worked harder this 
year than we ever have 
before.”

Allocations begin in 
March, United Way 
officials said. The exact 
total is $2,348,258. The 
goal was $2.5 million.

“I would like to thank 

everybody in the com-
munity because we 
have had such a suc-
cessful year,” said 
Stephanie Latimer, the 
new president of the 
United Way board and 
vice president at 
Sivalls. “We were actu-
ally, truly sweating 
bullets. And I told Tom 
about four or five 
months ago, if we made 
$2 million in our cam-
paign this year I would 
be so excited, and we 
exceeded that.”

The United Way 
began its 100-day fund-
raising campaign in 
August last year and 
James Parks, the direc-
tor of resources and 
development, said the 
organization has yet to 
set a fundraising goal 
in 2016.

“I don’t see where it 
is going to be any short-
er than $2 million,” 
Parks said. “We’ve 
built the precedent that 
we’ve got to fund 23 
agencies and 34 pro-
grams.”

Parks described 
breaching the $2 mil-
lion threshold as a 
“tough road” in 2015 
but said the fundrais-
ing amount was enough 
to maintain support for 
the organizations fund-
ed by the United Way.

The annual meeting 
Thursday also served 
as an introduction to 
new board members 
and a thank you to the 
hundreds of individu-
als, organizations and 
businesses that give to 

the United Way. Pursel 
said it was his sixth 
and final annual meet-
ing.

The United Way is 
organizing a formal 
farewell to Pursel on 
March 29. United Way 
officials announced 
during the Thursday 
event that they had 
hired Pursel’s replace-
ment and would intro-
duce him to various 
agencies and business-
es in the weeks ahead.

The new executive 
director is Timothy 
“Hank” Herrick, opera-
tions manager for the 
Physical Plant at the 
University of Texas of 
the Permian Basin. 
Like Pursel, Herrick 
spent a previous career 
in the military. He 
retired as a chief mas-
ter sergeant in the Air 
Force.

Herrick begins March 
1, working alongside 
Pursel for about a 
month and learning 
about the organization.

Asked what made 
him a good choice for a 
successor, Pursel, who 
was not involved in the 
decision, said “His 
enthusiasm, his energy 
and his desire. If you 
know anything about 
the military, you know 
that every two years, 
they move from one 
place to another, give 
you another job. He 
would not have gone to 
the highest rank he 
could if he was not very 
capable of learning new 
jobs, new positions and 
succeeding at those.”

United Way of Odessa 
raises 2.3 million

WASHINGTON (AP) - The insur-
gent presidential bids of Donald 
Trump and Bernie Sanders have 
roused Americans who are angry 
and anxious about an economy they 
feel has left them behind.

Most economists have a brighter 
view. They say that while many peo-
ple haven’t benefited much since the 
recession ended, a stronger economy 
lies ahead.

An Associated Press survey this 
month of nearly three dozen econo-
mists found that a majority thinks 
the United States remains resilient 
enough to defy a global slump and 
the sinking stock markets that have 
raised fears of a new U.S. recession. 
With job growth solid, higher wages 
and spending should offset global 
threats and support growth, they 
say.

A majority said they thought stock 
investors have overreacted to sharp-
ly lower oil prices and a slowdown in 
China. They foresee only a 19 percent 
chance that the U.S. economy will 
fall into recession within 12 months.

Perhaps most notably in a political 
season that’s sparked a polarizing 
debate on immigration, the econo-
mists overwhelmingly described 
legal immigrants as a plus for the 
economy. They note that immigrants 
are disproportionately young and 
help expand the workforce, which 
fuels growth. And immigrants are 
more likely to start businesses than 
Americans as a whole are.

Yet according to a Gallup survey 

released this month, Americans are 
more likely to name the economy as 
the country’s top problem than they 
are anything else. A quarter of those 
surveyed listed their chief concern 
as either the economy in general or 
unemployment and jobs.

Other polls have found that a major-
ity of Americans even think the 
economy remains in recession, even 
though the Great Recession officially 
ended in June 2009.

So what explains the gap between 
the optimism of economists and the 
anxieties of voters?

For one thing, sluggish pay growth 
means many people are struggling 
even as broad gauges of the economy 
are improving.

For another, the economic recov-
ery, which followed a devastating 
recession, has been unusually slow. 
Many people feel they’ve yet to regain 
their former living standards. In 
addition, some parts of the country 
haven’t recovered as well as the 
nation as a whole has.

“I can say the economy is in good 
shape, but I can understand why 
many people are ticked off and say 
it’s not, because their wages haven’t 
grown,” said Joel Naroff of Naroff 
Economic Advisers.

The typical household’s annual 
income sank during the recession 
and didn’t regain its prerecession 
level until November 2015, according 
to Sentier Research. That’s a much 
slower, more painful pace than 
occurred after previous recessions.

Voters at odds with economists’ optimism
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288
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Sensitivity, Compassion & Respect

The Big Spring Prospector Club
47th Annual

UNIQUE
GEM, MINERAL & JEWELRY SHOW

March 5 and 6, 2016
Saturday 9:00 AM. - 5:00 PM
Sunday 10:00 AM. - 5:00 PM

Howard County Fair Barn
Big Spring, Texas

Dealers, Demonstrators, Displays,
Spinning Wheel, Hourly Prizes Snack Bar,
Jewelry Repair, Stone Setting, and More

FREE ADMISSION 26
85

90

What’s good for your house...

...is good for your car.

And your wallet. It’s our multi-
policy discount. Besides putting 
money in your pocket, you get me 
in your corner. I’m here to help 
anytime you need me. And only 
Farmers® has HelpPoint®, your 24/7 
restoration team. Nobody offers 
more discounts than Farmers. 
Call me. It’ll be good for you.

TOMMY CHURCHWELL 
432.267.3857

TCHURCHWELL@FARMERSA-
2303 GOLIAD ST

BIG SPRING, TX 797205712
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Schedule Your

BIRTHDAY PARTY
Here!

3318 E. I-20 Service Road
(432) 267-7484 271263

Party Package Includes
* Party Decorations
* Party Supplies
* Invitations * Party Host
* Bowling & Shoe Rentals
* Pitchers Of Soda

510 Scurry                      (432) 267-8255

Heritage Museum
of Big Spring
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Big Spring Art Assoc.
Art Expression 

through
3D Objects

February 6-March 12

With 
Spring 
Break 
just 

around the corner, I 
thought I would inform 
everybody about the 
countless activities 
and services available 
in the library. When I 
started working here in 
Novem-
ber, I 
wasn’t 
aware 
the 
library 
was so 
accom-
modat-
ing.  

To 
obtain a 
library 
card, 
you must 
have a valid picture 
ID/DL with a Howard 
County address. If you 
just moved here, bring 
your valid ID/DL and 
a utility bill, insur-
ance card, or rental 
agreement that shows 
your Howard County 
address.  

In addition to check-
ing out, returning, 
renewing, and reserv-
ing books, we do pro-
vide a somewhat quiet 
atmosphere with wi-fi 
access to read, study, 
surf the Internet, or 
check your email and 
Facebook account.  

Newspapers, maga-
zines, and exchange 
paperback books are 
available if you want to 
relax and enjoy some 
quiet time.  You can 
check out children’s 
books, young adult 
books, mysteries, west-
erns, science fiction, 
romances, classics, 
audio books, and even 
dvds.  

If you cannot find 
the book or article you 
need, you can ask for 
an Interlibrary Loan. 
On Wednesday morn-
ings at 10:15, there is a 
story time program for 
children. If you need 
to make copies (.20 for 
black & white/.25 for 
color), print a docu-
ment (.20 for black & 
white/.25 for color), 
send a fax ($1.00 per 
page), or receive a fax 
($1.00 per page), the 
library can help you.  

Our internet/video 
room contains eleven 
computers equipped 
with Microsoft word, 
power point, excel, and 
office available for use 
with a valid picture ID/
DL or your library card 
(as long as you don’t 
have overdues or fines).  
If research is your 
need, you can scroll 
through rolls of micro-
film of the Big Spring 
Herald — dating back 
to 1908.  

If you want to 
research your family 
heritage, we have an 
entire room devoted 
to genealogy research. 

You can also get access 
to TexShare Databases, 
a program that allows 
you to search multiple 
information resources 
in one setting. How 
about reserving one of 
our community rooms 
for a meeting? Come 
visit, explore, and 
discover a whole new 
realm of things to do in 
the library!

Now that I have 
informed you about the 
many services avail-
able, let’s get to the 
heart of the library...
the books. The library 
just got in several 
interesting non-fiction 

books.  
“Best Little Stories 

from World War I” 
by C Brian Kelly with 
Ingrid Smyer (940.3 
KEL C) for those that 
enjoy hearing riveting 
true stories of the men 
and women who lived, 
fought, and survived 
the first Great War. 
“Encountering Jesus” 
by James Stuart Bell 
(232.8 BEL J) is an all-
new collection of fasci-
nating stories of people 
who have seen Jesus, 
heard His voice, or had 
Him intervene miracu-
lously in their lives. 
“When God Doesn’t Fix 
It” by Laura Story with 
Jennifer Schuchmann 
(248.86 STO L) tells 
of Laura’s struggles 
when she realizes that 
the fairy-tale life she 
had dreamed of was no 
longer possible. Laura 
is a Bible teacher, wor-
ship leader, GRAMMY 
award-winning singer/
songwriter, and best-
selling author. She 
comes to the conclusion 
that though God loves 
us, He will allow us 
to feel the pain of this 
world’s unhealed hurts 
if it will bring us closer 
to Him. 

Thom S Rainer wrote 
“Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church”(262.001 RAI 
T) to help pastors or 
church members walk 
through the radical 

paths necessary to 
keep the church alive 
to the glory of God 
and advancement of 
Christ’s Kingdom.  Did 
you ever wonder what 
was the difference 
between one denomi-
nation and another? 
Ron Rhodes gives you 
the answers in his 
comprehensive guide, 
“The Complete Guide 
to Christian Denomina-
tions” (280.4 RHO R).

For all you westerns 
fans, we have added 
six large print books to 
our collection. Frank 
Bonham (LP W BON 

F) has a 
western duo that 
contains: “Trouble at 
Temescal” the tale of 
two entrepreneurial 
mustangers who have 
driven a herd of horses 
from New Mexico to 
California for resale; 
and  “King of the Defi-
ances” the story of 
Big Jim Jackson, who 
intends to save his 
ranch by making a 
fortune logging off the 
best railroad-tie tim-
ber in Arizona and a 
group of small ranchers 
who stand in his way. 
“Outlaw on Horseback” 
by Will Ermine (LP W 
ERM W) tells how Dep-
uty Marshal Dick Marr 
is determined that 
the days of organized 
banditry in Oklahoma 
are numbered. Marr 
is determined to get a 
gang made up of the 
tough survivors of half 
a dozen lawless bands 
at any cost.  

“Panguitch” by Zane 
Grey (LP W GRE Z) 
tells the story of Chane 
Weymer, a horse trader 
that comes upon wild 

horses led by Pangui-
tch, the king of the wild 
mustangs. “The Bar~20 
Three” (LP W MUL C), 
A Hopalong Cassidy 
Novel, by Clarence E 
Mulford finds Hopa-
long Cassidy and Red 
Connors pretending 
to be strangers to help 
their friend, Johnny 
Nelson. They arrive 
on the same night the 
bank is robbed, and it’s 
not long before they 
are framed for the rob-
bery. Now the three 
old friends from the 
Bar~20 are fighting 
mad and determined to 
settle the score.  

“Shadow of the Gun” 
is a western duo by 

Lewis B 
Patten (LP 
W PAT L) 
that fea-
tures the 

stories “The 
Killing” and “Shadow 
of the Gun.”. Spur 
Award-winning author, 

Richard S Wheeler 
writes “Easy Street” 
(LP W WHE R) the 
story of Jay Warren, a 
rich man’s son that has 
no wish to start at the 
bottom so he looks for 
“easy street” to make 
his fortune in the West. 
He has many choices 
to make, and plenty of 
opportunity to succeed 
or destroy himself.  

Last but not least, we 
have a couple of fic-
tion books that might 
interest you. “Her Last 
Whisper” by Karen 
Robards (F ROB K) 
features Dr Charlotte 
“Charlie” Stone. Char-
lie is back in this third 
sizzling paranormal 
romance thriller. The 
library has the other 
two thrillers in this 
series (“The Last Vic-
tim” and (The Last Kiss 

Goodbye”) as 
well as 
her lat-
est (“The 
Last 
Time I 
Saw Her”) 
so come 
checkout  
Robards’ 
suspense-
ful thrill-
ers.  

“Counter-
feit Lies” 
by Oliver 
North and 
Bob Hamer 
(F NOR O) is 
an explosive 
thriller about 
a veteran 
undercover 
FBI agent 
investigating 
a smuggling 
ring in South-
ern California 
whose assign-

ment is cut short when 
he gets hired to do a 
“contract killing.”  The 

undercover agent is 
plunged into a deadly 
underworld of North 
Korean espionage, Hez-
bollah terror, and the 
sinister deception Iran 
uses to acquire nuclear 
weapons. Caught in a 
web of international 
intrigue that goes to the 
top of the US govern-
ment, he is forced to 
confront the ultimate 
moral quandary: doing 
what’s right when 
everything seems 
wrong.

Look for these books 
on our “New Book” dis-
play or on the shelves. 
Joseph Addison said 
“Reading is to the mind 
what exercise is to the 
body” so come exercise 
your mind!!!

The library will no 
longer be opened on 
Saturdays. We are open 
Monday to Friday, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; the inter-
net/video room closes 
at 5:30 p.m..  You may 
reach us at 432-264-2260 
and our fax number is 
432-264-2263. Our web-
site is howard-county.
ploud.net.

 

Check this out: What’s at the library

Monica 
Martinez 

To submit
a news item,

call
263-7331,
ext. 230



By DREW WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

PLAINVIEW — The How-
ard College Hawks (6-7) saw 
some hometown heroics from 
Big Spring native Hunter Hill 
in Tuesday’s 11-2 win over 
Wayland Baptist University.

Hill has received an expand-
ed role the past couple games, 
and he made the most of the 
opportunity last night by go-
ing 3-for-4 with a homerun, 
three RBIs, three runs scored 
and a stolen base. Head coach 
Britt Smith said he has been 
looking for players to stand 
out in the games remaining 
before conference play starts, 
and Hill could find a spot in 
the everyday lineup if his sol-
id play continues.

“I think it’s easier for Hunt-
er to adjust to pitching that 
he’s used to seeing, and we 
didn’t get challenged by them 
on the mound at all,” Smith 
said.

Right fielder Dominic 
Thornton had a big day at 
the plate as well, going 3-for-
4 with two runs scored and a 
walk. Utility infielder Robbie 
Lammons, who is hitting the 
ball as well as anyone on the 
team, got the start at second 
base and went 1-for-4. But 
Smith was concerned with 
the punchouts his team en-

dured against a Wayland Bap-
tist team that doesn’t present 
the biggest challenge on the 
mound.

“As a team we punched out 
nine times, and we’ve got to 
be better than that against 
that level of pitching. And 
that’s the same thing I told 
the team. I said ‘Whether you 
played really well, or if you’re 
not happy with the way that 
you played, we’ve got to move 
on. We’ve got four games 
against four different confer-
ence teams this week, so we 
need to move forward and 
continue to figure out where 
we are,’” Smith said. “I said 
‘This week’s going to be dif-
ficult on you.’ Four nine-in-
ning games in four days after 
playing last night on the road 
is going to be difficult, but it’s 
probably the challenge we 
need before we head into con-
ference.”

Smith opted to mix it up on 
the mound, with nine pitch-
ers throwing an inning each. 
Brady Allen got the start, al-
lowing one unearned run in 
his lone inning and striking 
out three. Jackson Owens, 
Tanner Doucette and Jake 
Davis pitched the final three 
innings and combined for six 
strikeouts while not giving 
up any hits.

“It was just an opportunity 

to get everybody some work 
after being off for a week,” 
Smith said. “We wanted to get 
as many guys on the mound as 
we could. A one-inning stint 
for all of them keeps them 
ready to go for this weekend 
with four games over four 
days.”

The Hawks hitters saw a lot 
of action as well with 16 play-

ers getting plate appearances. 
Smith said it was important 
to get his guys some playing 
time to get ready for the up-
coming weekend of four nine-
inning games.

“I think it played out really 
well for us because we had to 
use every single position guy 
we had on the team. In some 
way, shape or form we got 

to use them so it played out 
well,” he said. “Baseball is 
just a game of playing it every 
day, and when you get some 
time off like we had it makes 
it harder to get in a rhythm.”

The Hawks will look to get 
back to .500 when they take 
on New Mexico Junior Col-
lege at 2 p.m. Thursday at 
home.

HERALDBIG
SPRING
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Weekend Track Results
Tiger Relays

Big Spring Boys

Ian Gonzales, first place, 400-meter dash
Jeremy Cervantes, sixth place, 800-meter run
Jeremiah Rushin, eighth place, 110-meter hurdles
Jeremiah Rushin, seventh place, 300-meter hurdles
Jeremiah Rushin, fourth place, high jump
Second place, 4x400-meter relay

Big Spring Girls

Kailey Mathews, fifth place, 100-meter dash
Kaityln Mathews, first place, 200-meter dash
Kailey Mathews, third place, 200-meter dash
Kaitlyn Mathews, third place, 400-meter dash
Samantha Solis, seventh place, 400-meter dash
Samantha Solis, third place, 800-meter run
Haiven Rushing, ninth place, 3200-meter run
Carlie Roberts, fourth place, discus throw
Eighth place, 4x100-meter relay
Sixth place, 4x400-meter relay

Tony Claxton photo (www.claxtonphotography.com)

James Davison sliding into second against Wayland Baptist earlier this year.

Hawks win 11-2 ahead of big weekend

By DREW 
WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

Coahoma High School 
basketball head coach 
Kim Nichols announced 
this week that this past 
season was his last.

“Coach Nichols is a 
legend around here,” 
Coahoma Athletic Di-
rector Fred Dietz said.

Nichols has spent his 
entire career with Coa-
homa, a career that’s 
lasted over 30 years and 
included over 500 wins 
with the Bulldogs.

“The kids know that 
he’s here for them. You 
can’t fool kids these 
days, and he’s very gen-
uine and the kids know 
deep in their heart that 
he’s here for them,” Di-
etz said. “That’s what’s 
made him so successful 
for so long.”

He’s retiring from bas-
ketball, but not from 
teaching just yet. He’ll 

take part in half days 
starting next year, and 
Dietz said he’s glad he’ll 
still be able to see Nich-
ols at the school.

“To have him around 
and still be able to see 
him every day, and for 
him to be around our 
kids every day is a big 
deal to us because he’s 
been here so long,” he 
said. “It’s going to be a 
pleasure to at least have 
him around on a part-
time basis.”

As for the newly va-
cant head coaching po-
sition, Dietz said the 
search is “in the early 
process.” The Bulldogs 
have posted the job and 
have started accepting 
resumes and applica-
tions. As of now, no in-
ternal candidates are be-
ing considered.

“We plan to sit down 
in the next couple weeks 
and take a look at the 
applicants, and we’ll go 
from there,” Dietz said.

Coahoma to 
lose coaching  
legend Nichols

By DREW WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

The Big Spring Steers fresh-
man baseball team improved 
to 4-0 this year with a walk-off 
walk Tuesday against Abilene 
Wylie.

The bottom of the final in-
ning started with two singles 
by Brett Berringer and Elijah 
Munoz and a walk by Bryson 
Van Vleet for a golden oppor-

tunity with the bases loaded 
and no outs tied 4-4. Following 
a strikeout, Jeremiah Cooley 
came to the plate and worked 
his way to a full count. The 
sixth pitch was fouled off, and 
the seventh was an easy take 
for Cooley, who got the walkoff 
RBI on a walk.

Berringer and Munoz hit 
the ball well, going 2-for-3 and 
2-for-4, respectively. DJ Moli-
na was the big offensive threat 

for the day, going 3-for-3 with 
a double, two RBIs, and two 
runs scored.

Chris Ibanez was a big rea-
son for the win on the mound. 
He pitched the final 3.1 in-
nings, giving up zero runs on 
four hits, with one strikeout.

The Steers will look to keep 
their undefeated start going 
when they play Anson High 
School at 3:45 p.m. Thursday 
at Hamlin Rock Field.

Freshman Steers win on walk-off walk

By DREW 
WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

COAHOMA — The 
Coahoma Bulldogettes 
added another impres-
sive win to their re-
sume Tuesday, beat-
ing the Lady Eagles of 
Eldorado 11-2.

Bulldogette pitcher 

Annie Chandler was 
in control through-
out, and got better as 
the game went along. 
The two Lady Eagle 
runs were scored in 
the first and second 
inning, and Chandler 
became more domi-
nant the more she 
pitched as no Lady 
Eagles crossed the 

plate in the final five 
innings.

The offense provid-
ed plenty of cushion 
for Chandler, and she 
joined Taylee Miller 
and Makayla Overton 
as Bulldogettes with 
three hits in the game. 
Raegan Deel contin-
ued to swing the bat 
well with a 4-for-4 per-

formance with three 
runs scored and a sto-
len base.

The Bulldogettes 
will look to extend 
their winning streak 
when they take part 
in the Big Spring 
Tournament starting 
Thursday and con-
tinuing through Sat-
urday.

Bulldogettes use Chandler’s pitching to win big

Matthews scores 21, Mavs win by 13
DALLAS (AP) — Wesley 

Matthews had all of his 
team-leading 21 points by 
the end of the third quarter 
Tuesday night, and his Dal-
las  Mavericks teammates 
took it from there.

The result was a 121-108 
victory over the Orlando 
Magic — Dallas’ third in a 
row and fourth in the first 
five games of a six-game 
homestand. The Mavericks 
made a season-high 56 per-
cent of their field goal at-
tempts (43 for 77).

In those four wins, the 
Mavericks have averaged 
125 points.

“We’ve got to give each 
other room to move the 
ball,” Matthews said, “and 
I think the spacing has got-
ten a lot better.”

Zaza Pachulia had his 
24th double-double of the 
season with 17 points and 
10 rebounds.

“We made an easy adjust-
ment, and mainly it was 
me,” Pachulia said. “It’s 
with the spacing. Don’t 
block or run closer to the 
shooters and the penetra-
tors.”

One of the penetrators, 
J.J. Barea, came off the 

See MAVS, Page 13

AP Photo

Wesley Matthews jumps to beat a double-team by Orlando 
Magic defenders. He finished with a team-high 21 points and 
added five rebounds in the 121-108 win.



8 Big Spring Herald
Wednesday, March 2, 2016

sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 4 of 5 - Easy

2 3 6 4 9 7 8 5 1

7 8 1 2 5 6 9 3 4

5 9 4 8 3 1 2 7 6

6 1 2 3 7 9 4 8 5

9 7 5 6 8 4 3 1 2

3 4 8 1 2 5 6 9 7

4 6 3 5 1 8 7 2 9

8 5 9 7 4 2 1 6 3

1 2 7 9 6 3 5 4 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

TexSCAN Week of                  
February 28, 2016

real estate
18.36 ACRES, Concho County, southwest 
of eden. live oak, mesquite cover. Native, 
exotic game. 20-30 years, owner financing, 
5% down payment.1-800-876-9720.  
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
MOBILE HOMES with acreage. ready to move 
in. lots of room, 3Br 2Ba. Quick and easy 
owner financing (subject to credit approval). 
No renters. 1-817-983-7784
North  Idaho  Premier 55+     active 
Community.   Imagine   a new home  with 
a  Built-In-Network of caring friends and 

neighbors! www.goldenspikeestates.com 

legal
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BeNeFIts. 
Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can 
Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& associates at 1-800-755-0168 to start your 
application today!

sUPPlIes
EMERGENCIES CAN STRIKE at any time. 
Wise Food storage makes it easy to prepare 

with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have 
a 25-year shelf life. Free sample. Call: 
1-800-716-0841

DrIvers
Independent Contractors!  Now leasing 
3/4 or 1 ton truck owners with 2-years towing 
experience. CDlA or Chauffeur license 
required. Deliver nationwide. Call 1-817-402-
7698, ext. 1

sChool/traININg
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get 
started training as Faa certified aviation 
technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. 
av ia t i on  Ins t i t u te  o f  Ma in tenance  
1-800-475-4102

ADOPtION
ADOPT: Expenses Paid.  loving south-
asian/Caucasian Couple excited to show 
World Wonders to Your Newborn.  Call us!  

1-929-286-2677, www.isaacandpiaadopt.com

BUsINess OPPOrtUNItIes
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4397.00 - MaKe & 
sAve MONeY with your own bandsaw - Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! 
Free Info/DvD: www.Norwoodsawmills.com 
or 1-800-578-1363 ext. 300N

MeDICAl
SAFE STEP WALK-IN tub. Alert for seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
arthritis Foundation. therapeutic Jets. less 
than 4 inch step-in. Wide door. Anti-slip 
floors. American made. Installation included. 
Call 1-800-606-8052 for $750 off.
GOT KNEE PAIN?  Back Pain? shoulder 
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace - little or NO 
cost to you. Medicare Patients Call Health 
Hotline Now! 1-800-518-0173

 

extend your advertising reach with texsCAN, your statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOtICe: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal trade Commission at 1-877-FtC-HelP. the FtC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

run Your Ad In texsCAN!

to order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call texas Press service 

at 1-800-749-4793 today!

statewide ad ..................$550
288 Newspapers, 844,050 Circulation

North region only ......$250
95 Newspapers, 297,505 Circulation

south region only .....$250
101 Newspapers, 366,627 Circulation

West region Only .......$250
92 Newspapers, 205,950 Circulation

Full-time position
Available in the Orthopedic Clinic

LVN or RN
Orthopedic Nurse experience preferred

Surgical Nurse could be trained
Competitive salary and benefits

PTO & ETO
Health Insurance
Retirement Plan

If interested you may download an application at
www.cogdellhospital.com

and email to
cmh.rholder@cogdellhospital.com

or apply in person at
Human Resources

1700 Cogdell Blvd. Snyder, TX 79549
Fax (325) 574-7136   ~  (325) 574-7112 268537

Snyder, TX

Garage Sales

Estate Sale. Thur., Fri., &
Sat. 9-5pm. 2706 Carol Dr.
Furniture, Elvis collectibles,
Betty Boop, Emett Kelly
clown collection, watches,
kitchenware, tools, clothes,
freezer, & misc.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
8am-? 408 NE 11th St.
Lots of everything! 2004 Kia
for sale!

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.cpa.texas.
gov/ENG/careerportal/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Concrete laborers for
highway work in Howard
County. Reece Construction,
Ph. 214-215-3191 or
432-307-0470 (please call
before 7 PM and leave
message if no answer).
Good benefits. Must be 18 or
older. Drug/alcohol test
required. Equal Opportunity
Employer complying with
Americans with Disabilities
Act. Females and minorities
encouraged to apply.

Fredaʼs Trucking Service
Now hiring experienced

Hot Oil Operators
Competitive Wages

Apply at 3404 CRB 3300
Lenorah, TX

Wallace (432)664-8484
Joel (432)816-6578

Must pass pre-employment
drug screen

DOT physical and HAZMAT
required

La Quinta Inn @
1102 W. I-20 is hiring for
housekeeping. Apply in
person. NO phone calls.

Help Wanted

Maintenance/Janitorial Man
at RV Park In Big Spring.
Full time employment. Must
have vehicle. Job includes
Tractor work, Cleaning,
Weed control, & minor
maintenance. Must pass
drug and criminal. Send
Resume to
curtis@curtissells.com or
call 970-227-5909

Mature, Christian adult to
work in private Christian pre-
school. Must be able to pass
background screenings and
drug tests. Apply in person at
New Hope Christian School,
118 Cedar Rd.

Need Janitorial workers Part
Time to start immediately.
Please call 1-855-595-5589
Pays $400 a month.

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE Store now
hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Now Hiring
CDL Class A Drivers

for night time position @
Phoenix Lease Services

Big Spring, Texas
Requirements:

N or X Endorsement,
Good MVR and work history,

2 yrs experience
Driver benefits:

FREE health insurance for
employee,

Excellent benefits,
Paid holidays and vacation

time.
Apply in person at 2705

North Hwy 87.

Now hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers. Must have one year
current experience. Must be
able to commute to Tarzan.
For further info call
Monday-Friday from 8-5
432-631-1994.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently hiring for
the following positions:

• Non-Certified/
Certified Nurse Aides
• Dietary Aide
• Weekend grounds keeper
• Weekend laundry aide

8am-5pm

We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great
Family working
environment!
Please apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently looking for
a 2-10pm Charge Nurse who
is motivated, caring and that
loves the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Insurance,
other benefits and a Great
Family working environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Help Wanted
PART TIME JANITORIAL
WORK. Dependable.
Call 432-213-1186 or
432-267-6027
PT/PTA: Looking for full time
licensed PT/PTA help in the
Big Spring area for Home
Health physical therapy.
Interviewing great therapists
to be part of our team!
Apply @
www.dynamic-therapy.com

Items for Sale

Seasoned Oak Firewood.
$385/full cord, & $200/half
cord. Delivered & Stacked.
Call 512-913-7406.

Miscellaneous

Assisted living home has
room available for 24 hour
health care in Midland. Call
Carmen @ 432-250-0439 or
432-312-3171

PIANO TUNING $64.
Repairs since 1972. Former
full-time University of
Wisconsin tuner. No ancient
uprights, please. Stewart
Speers 432-638-0618

Records 45rpm little record
(1950s-early 70's) Rock &
Roll, R&B, Soul, english
Texano, Western Swing,
early Country. Speers Piano
432-638-0618

Public Notice

Mitchem Wrecker picked up a
2001 Caddilac CRX Black at
1 mile N of 176 on 349 in
Martin County. It was in a
wreck and it is a burnt car.
No info on car was brought
back to Mitchem Wrecker
yard at 5715 W I-20 Big
Spring, Tx.

#8985 March 2, 2016

NOTICE OF SALE
Abandoned Vehicle

In compliance with article
683.02 Transportation Code.
I will proceed to sell at the
Glasscock County Sheriffʼs
Office on Thursday March 3,
2016 , at 10:00 a.m. to the
highest bidder.

Abandoned Motor Vehicles at
the described locations and
the times listed below.

Yr. Make Model VIN#

1995 Ford Mustang
1FALP4049SF189093
1988 Chevy Pickup
1GCDC14K4JZ299225
1993 Honda CXV
JHMEH9691PS011935
1996 Honda ULX
1HGCD5533TA105794
1993 Ford Tarsus
1FALP5348PA108297
2002 Chevy Pickup
2GCEC19T921204402
1997 Marque Ambulance
1FDKF37FVEC09244
2004 Mercury Marquis
2MEFM74W74X627614
2010 Chevy Pickup
3GCRCSE02AG106112
1998 Ford Explorer
1FMZU32P4WZB39636
1988 Kenworth Truck
1XKADB9XXJJ520517

Any questions, please
contact the Glasscock
County Sheriffʼs Office.

The successful bidder upon
payment of the money to The
Glasscock County Sheriffʼs
Office, is entitled to take
possession of the vehicle and
apply for a title free and clear
of all liens and claims to
ownership. All vehicles are
sold as is, without warranty or
guarantee of performance.

#8975 February 21 - March
2, 2016

Public Notice

NOTICE OF SALE
Abandoned Vehicle

In compliance with article
683.02 Transportation Code.
I will proceed to sell at the
Glasscock County Sheriffʼs
Office on Thursday March 3,
2016 , at 10:00 a.m. to the
highest bidder.

Abandoned Motor Vehicles at
the described locations and
the times listed below.

Yr. Make Model VIN#

1995 Ford Mustang
1FALP4049SF189093
1988 Chevy Pickup
1GCDC14K4JZ299225
1993 Honda CXV
JHMEH9691PS011935
1996 Honda ULX
1HGCD5533TA105794
1993 Ford Tarsus
1FALP5348PA108297
2002 Chevy Pickup
2GCEC19T921204402
1997 Marque Ambulance
1FDKF37FVEC09244
2004 Mercury Marquis
2MEFM74W74X627614
2010 Chevy Pickup
3GCRCSE02AG106112
1998 Ford Explorer
1FMZU32P4WZB39636
1988 Kenworth Truck
1XKADB9XXJJ520517

Any questions, please
contact the Glasscock
County Sheriffʼs Office.

The successful bidder upon
payment of the money to The
Glasscock County Sheriffʼs
Office, is entitled to take
possession of the vehicle and
apply for a title free and clear
of all liens and claims to
ownership. All vehicles are
sold as is, without warranty or
guarantee of performance.

#8975 February 21 - March
2, 2016

Real Estate for Rent

1 acre of land for RV/Mobile
Home (not in trailer park) 1
trailer for $500/month
Call 432-213-5631

105 NW 9th St. 3 bed, 1 bath,
CH/A, total electric, stove/
fridge, bar & stools, small
table & chairs. $750/month,
$750/dep. 432-466-1572

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319
1204 State St. 1 bed, 1 bath.
$600/month, $300/dep. 6
month lease. No Pets.
Call 785-462-5570

2606 South Chanute Drive, 3
bdrm, 1-1/2 bath, fenced
yard, CH/A $1000 month,
$1000 deposit. One Year
Lease Required. No indoor
pets. Call (432)263-6514
Owner/Broker.

3BR/2BA Highland South
$1,800 2,377 sq. ft. 2 ovens.
2-car carport, workshop, lg.
shed. Private backyard.
Brigitta 801-891-6875

403 Hillside. 3 bed, 2 bath.
All appliances, very nice.
$1,500/month, $1,500/dep.
No pets/no smoking.
References required.
Call 432-213-2319.

520 Scott Dr. in Highland
South. 3/2, nice yard.
432-267-2296

533 Hillside. Very nice
executive. 3 bed, 3 bath,
greenhouse. No pets/no
smoking. References
required. $2,000/month,
$2,000/dep. 432-213-2319

Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

Real Estate for Rent

605 N. Main. 2 bed, 2 bath,
very clean. $1,000/month,
$1,000/dep. References
required. Call 432-213-2319

Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

Travel Trailers For Rent. For
More Information Call Ann @
816-6484 or Ticia @
213-3504

Real Estate for Sale

1002 Howell St. Good
neighborhood! 3 bed/1 bath,
nice den, fenced in
backyard(cinderblock), all
appliances included,
backyard storage house.
$74,000. For more info call
432-267-2939.
360 acres in SW Borden
county. Five miles due east
of Ackerly off of 1584. Will
sell whole at $1000/acre or
10 to 40 acre tracts at
$1800/acre.
Kathy 432-213-8456
QUICK! DON'T MISS THIS
BARGAIN!! Centrally located
near VA, zoned retail, large 2
bedroom 1 bath home with
fresh new flooring. Included
is 35X21 workshop, 2 car
carport, same owner for 25+
years. Priced $57,500.00.
Call Sue @Real Estate Shop
432-213-2197 or
432-263-7653.

Want to Buy

NEED CASH IN THESE
SLOW TIMES?
AGGRESSIVELY buying
O&G Royalties, ORRI,
Minerals, WI, NONOPER-
ATED WI, etc. Quick
evaluation and payment!
432-685-1980 info@stagg
investmentgroup.com

Vehicles

2002 Buick Park Avenue
Ultra. $1,400.00.
Call 432-517-2267

Legals

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR FLUID INJECTION

WELL PERMIT

Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.
370 17th STREET, SUITE
1700, DENVER, CO 80202 is
applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is NOT
productive of Oil & Gas.

The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the San
Andres formations, Holt 6 ,
Well Number: 6. The
proposed injection well is
located 9.7 miles Northwest
of Tarzan, Texas in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) field,
in Martin County. Fluid will be
injected into strata in the
subsurface depth interval
from 4800ʼ-6600ʼ.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of West Texas
Code, as amended, Title 3 of
the Natural Resources
Codes, as amended, and the
Statewide Rules of the Oil &
Gas Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for Public hearing
from persons who can show
they are adversely affected,
or requests for further
information concerning any
aspect of the application
should be submitted in
writing, within fifteen days of
publication, to the
Environmental Services
Section, Oil & Gas Division,
Railroad Commission of
Texas, PO Box 12967,
Capitol Station, Austin Texas
78711-2967 (Telephone
512-463-6792)

#8987 March 2, 2016

Legals

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR FLUID INJECTION

WELL PERMIT

Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.
370 17th STREET, SUITE
1700, DENVER, CO 80202 is
applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is NOT
productive of Oil & Gas.

The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the San
Andres formations, Holt 6 ,
Well Number: 6. The
proposed injection well is
located 9.7 miles Northwest
of Tarzan, Texas in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) field,
in Martin County. Fluid will be
injected into strata in the
subsurface depth interval
from 4800ʼ-6600ʼ.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of West Texas
Code, as amended, Title 3 of
the Natural Resources
Codes, as amended, and the
Statewide Rules of the Oil &
Gas Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for Public hearing
from persons who can show
they are adversely affected,
or requests for further
information concerning any
aspect of the application
should be submitted in
writing, within fifteen days of
publication, to the
Environmental Services
Section, Oil & Gas Division,
Railroad Commission of
Texas, PO Box 12967,
Capitol Station, Austin Texas
78711-2967 (Telephone
512-463-6792)

#8987 March 2, 2016

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR EXCEPTION TO SWR

26/27 SURFACE
COMMINGLING PERMIT

Notice is hereby given that
Diamondback E&P LLC
(RRC P-5 # 217012) is filing
with the Texas Railroad Com-
mission the following P-17
Application for the exception
to SWR 26 and/or 27 to sur-
face commingle oil and cas-
inghead gas production from
leases: Hanson 46A (Lease
ID 46596), Hanson 46 (Lease
ID 45051), and Hanson 46B
(Lease ID 46646). All wells
are in the Spraberry (Trend
Area) Field in Glasscock
County, Texas. This applica-
tion is for off lease storage,
common separation, com-
mon storage and casinghead
gas metering by allocation by
well test. Production will be
allocated by W-10 Tests. Any
royalty or working interest
owners or offset operators
who have not received writ-
ten notification, please con-
sider this your Notice of Ap-
plication. If you have objec-
tions to the issuance of this
permit, you may submit a let-
ter to P-17 Department, Rail-
road Commission of Texas,
P. O. Box 12967, Austin,
Texas 78711. Unless the
Railroad Commission re-
ceives a protest to this applic-
ation, the Commission may
issue a permit within 21 days
following the date of last pub-
lication.

#8988 March 2, 9, 16, & 23,
2016

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING
Expert Plumbing and

Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering

Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Inspection.
Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

23
34

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CONCRETE

25
86

67

40 Years Plus Experience

Ortiz Concrete
Const.

Steel Buildings
Call:

 Domingo Ortiz
806-759-1036 / Cell

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.
432-816-0658

26
57

90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

TREE SERVICE

26
37

57

Larry's Tree Service
(432) 270-8049

• Tree Removal  • Trimming
• Pruning
- Serving -

Permian Basin Since 2001
FREE ESTIMATES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

LAWN SERVICE

26
24

77

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
Complete New Grass

Installation
Senior Discount

(432) 517-5554

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

26
57

89

A.E. Concrete
and Masonry
Specializing in all types of 

concrete, stucco, brick, block
 and also stone work

(OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF.)
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!!

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL (432) 466-4640

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

268912s

LAWN SERVICE
Williams Lawn Service

& U-Haul Rental
We Mow, Trim & Haul
& Plus Rent U-Haul

Trucks & Trailers

Alvin Williams
OWNER

209 N. Johnson, 
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-213-9568
alvinwilliams68@yahoo.com 27

55
39

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

26
85

13

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

MECHANIC

27
60

71

MOBILE MECHANIC
Diesel & Gas

513-978-7288

Salazar's
Truck/Trailer/Auto

We Come TO You - 150 Mile Radius

AIR COOLED ENGINE
Air Cool 

Engine Repair

Or Call 
432-270-0575

Email:

1207 Harding
ATVs, riding lawn mowers.

Email:babeltower@
suddenlink.net27

23
51

(432) 213-5128
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFING

SUBSCRIPTION
Would you like to have the 

Big Spring Herald delivered?
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

“LOOK”
The Classifieds

Have It!
Looking for a new house?  

A good car? An affordable computer? 
Find just what you need and want, 

in the classifieds. 
The Big Spring Herald

To place your ad call: 432-263-7331

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Survellience

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860

252122

268562

YOUR AD

THIS COULD 
BE 

YOUR AD
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

CALL
263-7331

Herald Classifieds

PAINTING

Cecil's Painting

23
77

47

Free
Estimates

Interior
& Exterior

(432) 413-6895
(DIAL AREA CODE)

Retired Fireman

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Easy

2 3 7 5 1

7 8 5 6 4

3 2

1 9 4 8

5 6 4 3

4 8 1 9

3 1

8 7 4 6 3

1 2 9 4 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Holiday

MatHis

Lunar 
Conjunc-
tion With 
Saturn

 The 
early lunar 
alignment 
with Sat-

urn will be 
working on 

our conscience all day. 
Whatever doesn’t sit 
right with the moral code 
won’t settle well in the 
body either. Physical 
ailments may have emo-
tional origins. Break it 
down. Talk to your body. 
Ask what it needs; invite 
it to make requests of 
you. 
    ARIES (March 
21-April 19). It’s import-
ant to believe, but if you 
believe too firmly, you’ll 
miss something crucial 
that comes with doubt. 
That would be bad for 
everyone. “Absolute 
faith corrupts as ab-
solutely as absolute 
power.” -- Eric Hoffer 
    TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Don’t let any-
one tell you that without 
the current set of prob-
lems, happiness would 
prevail. Wrong. The 
current problems are 

part of the happiness, 
as long as you have the 
ability to overcome them 
-- which you do!  
    GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Your work is 
subtle and classy today, 
but make no mistake, 
you are changing things. 
It’s all different because 
of you! Every person 
you talk to is an oppor-
tunity to make your mark 
on the world. 
    CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Give your-
self more time to play 
around with ideas and 
try things on for size. 
This is especially true 
in relationship matters, 
which are best taken 
at a leisurely pace right 
now. 
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). There’s a right way 
and a wrong way to ask 
for things. The only way 
to tell which is which is 
to try all the ways. You 
might be surprised at 
what is effective -- it’s 
not what you would have 
predicted.  
    VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). If you suc-
ceed at something that 
doesn’t matter to you, is 
it really a success after 
all? And if so, whose? 

Tonight will bring an op-
portunity to invest your 
attention and money in 
the welfare of others. 
    LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). Are you really 
in debt to someone or 
not? You feel like you 
are, but you’re forgetting 
all that you’ve contrib-
uted to this person and 
discounting the currency 
of your quality attention 
and talents.  
    SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). Those who 
travel in a pack, keeping 
their crew close at all 
times, will be an intim-
idating presence on 
the scene. You’re more 
likely to interact with the 
lone wolf, as you can 
relate to fearless individ-
ualism.   
    SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Using your 
creativity will be key to 
your happiness. Tonight: 
Every question you ask 
will lead to a better one. 
And if you don’t get an 
answer, that should tell 
you something, too!  
    CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You could 
be well-behaved, but 
you may choose not to 
be, as things threaten 
to get deadly boring 

around you. You can 
wake them up, make 
them laugh and stimu-
late an appetite in them 
that they didn’t even 
know they had. 
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Not everyone 
in the group is won-
derful, but with enough 
people working toward 
a noble goal you’ll still 
get a powerful result. 
Ignore pettiness, see the 
big picture and help the 
others do so as well. 
    PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Because 
you’re strong and you 
have more to give, you’ll 
be asked to give more. 
Be careful not to fall into 
the trap of resenting this. 
It’s an honor bestowed 
on a select few.
    TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(March 2). You connect 
people and they, in 
turn, will connect you 
with good fortune. Key 
introductions over the 
next 10 weeks will help 
your business thrive 
while building your com-
munity. A travel adven-
ture is in the works for 
2017. While saving and 
planning for the big trip, 
break things up with a 
number of short day-

trips. Libra and Cancer 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 46, 30, 21, 
17 and 5. 
    ASTROLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS: “What 
are the prospects for 
a 35-year-old Cancer 
woman and a 42-year-
old Scorpio man? We’ve 
been dating a year. He 
was married once for 
three years, and I was 
married once for seven 
years. Neither of us has 
children, but I want to. 
Will he settle down with 
me?” 
    Compatible water 
signs, you relate to one 
another on a deep level. 
This can, but doesn’t 
always, translate to the 
practicalities of day-
to-day living. It’s time 
for you to be honest 
about your expectations 
and upfront about your 
desire to have a child. 
Scorpio responds to 
directness and appre-
ciates when another 
person’s expectations of 
the relationship are laid 
bare.  
    Though your Scor-
pio man most likely fell 
in love with your soft 
femininity, it’s time to 
combine that tone with 

decisive action. Your 
strength will be import-
ant here, as the window 
of your childbearing 
years is closing. Present 
your case and be willing 
to lovingly but defini-
tively move on if he isn’t 
on the same page. The 
important part is not to 
waste time going back 
and forth. One year is 
plenty of time for your 
intuitive Scorpio to feel 
out the bond. It’s time to 
get a definitive answer. 
    CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Over a decade 
since his passing, the 
works of the inimitable 
artist and author Dr. 
Seuss are enjoyed by 
more children than ever 
around the world and 
in a variety of media 
styles. Theodor Seuss 
Geisel, a soulful Pisces, 
was born when Mercury, 
Venus and Saturn were 
in whimsical Aquarius. 
His playful spirit con-
tinues promote peace 
and understanding in a 
complex world.  
 

To write to Holiday Mathis, 
visit www.creators.com and 

click “Write the Author” on her 
page.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
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    Dear Annie: One of 
my wife’s siblings insists 
that everyone remove 
their shoes upon en-
tering her home. This 
makes me feel like I am 
welcome only so long as 
I don’t get their precious 
house dirty.
    My wife and I were 
recently invited to her 
sister’s house for a fam-
ily party. When I didn’t 
take off my perfectly 
clean shoes, she looked 
me in the eye and told 
me to remove my shoes 
or not to bother coming 
in. She said, “We are 
zero tolerance on that.” 
I turned and left without 
saying a word. 
    Last week, we went 
to another party at a 

different sister’s home. 
She met us at the door 
with a big smile. “Keep 
your shoes on if you 
want, but wipe your feet 
if they are dirty.” We 
had a good time. I felt 
welcomed.
    I often take my shoes 
off at people’s hous-
es. We live in a snowy 
climate and I don’t 
want to track snow or 
dirt into their homes. 
But shouldn’t it be my 
decision to remove my 
shoes? When people 
put conditions on com-
ing in, doesn’t that give 
me a choice to accept 
the conditions or not? 
    My side of the family 
would never do this. We 
have been married for 

40 years and I love my 
wife’s family, but this 
drives me crazy. Please 
advise on proper eti-
quette. -- Clean Shoes 
In Wisconsin
    Dear Wisconsin: We 
think that when you are 
a guest in someone’s 
home, you should make 
an effort to follow their 
rules. It isn’t intended 
to make you feel un-
welcome. No matter 
how clean your shoes 
may seem, they are still 
tracking in detritus from 
the outdoors. However, 
we also believe that 
hosts who ask you to 
remove your shoes have 
an obligation to provide 
slippers of some kind 
so you aren’t walking 

around barefoot or with 
holes in your socks. 
Perhaps you could work 
something out with your 
sister-in-law so that nei-
ther of you feels that the 
other is being rude.
    Dear Annie: My 
husband and I are in our 
early 30s and come from 
middle-class families. 
We both work extremely 
hard. We are getting 
ready to build our sec-
ond home and are going 
to complete the transac-
tion in cash. 
    When people ask 
what kind of mortgage 
rate we have or which 
bank we are using, 
what’s the best way to 
respond? We don’t want 
others to be jealous or 

think twice about hiring 
our business for fear 
that we may charge too 
much. -- Hardworking in 
the Midwest
    Dear Midwest: You 
do not need to give 
out this information. If 
someone actually has 
the gall to ask, you have 
a few options: You can 
tell them a version of 
the truth: “We’ve been 
saving for a long time 
so we can pay in cash. 
It’s taken forever.” Or 
misdirect: “Why do you 
want to know? Are you 
looking to buy a house? 
Where? Tell me all about 
it!” Or more evasively: 
“We’re working on that. 
Do you have some sug-
gestions?” By turning 

the question around, 
they will feel important 
and wise, and will stop 
focusing on things that 
are none of their busi-
ness. 
 

Annie’s Mailbox is written 
by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy 
Sugar, longtime editors of the 
Ann Landers column. Please 
email your questions to an-
niesmailbox@creators.com, 
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, 
c/o Creators Syndicate, 737 
3rd Street, Hermosa Beach, 
CA 90254. You can also find 

Annie 
on Facebook at Facebook.
com/AskAnnies. To find out 
more about Annie’s Mailbox 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 

and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate Web page at 

www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-

ATORS.COM
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WEDNESDAY	 MAR.	2

Today is Wednesday, March 
2, the 62nd day of 2016. There 
are 304 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On March 2, 1836, the 
Republic of Texas formally 
declared its independence from 
Mexico.

On this date:
In 1793, the first president of 

the Republic of Texas, Sam 
Houston, was born near 
Lexington, Virginia.

In 1865, Congress established 
the position of Naval Judge 
Advocate General.

In 1877, Republican 
Rutherford B. Hayes was 
declared the winner of the 1876 
presidential election over 
Democrat Samuel J. Tilden, 
even though Tilden had won 
the popular vote.

In 1917, Puerto Ricans were 
granted U.S. citizenship as 
President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the Jones-Shafroth Act.

In 1933, the motion picture 
"King Kong" had its world pre-
miere at New York's Radio City 
Music Hall and the Roxy.

In 1939, Roman Catholic 
Cardinal Eugenio Pacelli (puh-
CHEL'-ee) was elected pope on 
his 63rd birthday; he took the 
name Pius XII. The 

Massachusetts legislature 
voted to ratify the Bill of Rights, 
147 years after the first 10 
amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution had gone into 
effect. (Georgia and Connecticut 
soon followed.)

In 1942, the original Stage 
Door Canteen, a wartime club 
for U.S. servicemen, officially 
opened its doors in New York's 
theater district.

In 1955, nine months before 
Rosa Parks' famous act of defi-
ance, Claudette Colvin, a black 
high school student in 
Montgomery, Alabama, was 
arrested after refusing to give 
up her seat on a public bus to a 
white passenger.

In 1965, the movie version of 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical "The Sound of Music," 
starring Julie Andrews and 
Christopher Plummer, had its 
world premiere in New York.

In 1972, the United States 
launched the Pioneer 10 space 
probe, which flew past Jupiter 
in late 1973, sending back imag-
es and scientific data.

In 1985, the government 
approved a screening test for 
AIDS that detected antibodies 
to the virus, allowing possibly 
contaminated blood to be 
excluded from the blood sup-
ply.

In 1995, the Internet search 
engine website Yahoo! was 
incorporated by founders Jerry 
Yang and David Filo.

Ten years ago: President 

George W. Bush and Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh (MAHN'-moh-hahn 
SING) announced a landmark 
civilian nuclear cooperation 
deal in New Delhi. A suicide 
attacker rammed an explosives-
packed car into American dip-
lomat David Foy's car in 
Karachi, Pakistan, killing Foy 
and three others. The Senate 
voted 89-10 to renew the USA 
Patriot Act. "Killer nurse" 
Charles Cullen, who'd mur-
dered 22 patients in New Jersey 
alone, was sentenced in 
Somerville to spend the rest of 
his life in prison.

Thought for Today: 
"Don't cry because it's over. 

Smile because it happened."
Theodor Seuss Geisel 

aka "Dr. Seuss
American children's author 
born this day, 1904; died 1991

This Date 
In History

® 2016 The Associated Press.



By CLIFF BRUNT
AP Sports Writer

NORMAN, Okla. (AP) — Baylor 
nearly pulled off one of the great 
comebacks of the college basketball 
season.

The 19th-ranked Bears trailed by 
26 points in the first half, rallied to 
take the lead late in the second half, 
then lost a 73-71 heartbreaker to No. 6 
Oklahoma on Tuesday night.

“I was proud of our comeback,” 
Baylor coach Scott Drew said. “A lot 
of teams would have given up or not 
come back, divided. Credit our lead-
ership, players for keeping every-
body focused and keep ‘em confident. 
I thought it was a great team effort to 
come back.”

Buddy Hield scored 23 points, Ryan 
Spangler had 15 points and 13 re-
bounds, and Isaiah Cousins scored 
10 points for Oklahoma (23-6, 11-6 Big 
12), which broke a tie with the Bears 
for third place in the conference and 
swept the regular-season series.

Taurean Prince and King McClure 
scored 17 points each for Baylor (21-
9, 10-7), which outscored the Sooners 
46-27 in the second half. The Bears 

shot 67 percent in the second half and 
made 6 of 10 3-point attempts.

Even that wasn’t quite enough.
“What had gotten us the lead was 

transition, and we stopped pushing 
when we got the lead,” Drew said.

Oklahoma went on an early 18-0 run 
and roared to a 26-3 lead on 9-for-13 
shooting. Baylor didn’t make its sec-
ond field goal until more than 9 min-

utes had passed in the first half.
Baylor rallied to cut Oklahoma’s 

lead to 32-17, but the Sooners respond-
ed with an 8-0 run to regain momen-
tum. The Sooners led 46-25 at halftime 
after shooting 50 percent overall and 
from 3-point range. Oklahoma scored 
16 points off turnovers before the 
break.

The Sooners began turning the ball 

over in the second half and allowed 
the Bears back into the game. Bay-
lor took a 68-67 lead on a layup by Al 
Freeman.

The Sooners regained the lead on 
a jumper by Cousins and a layup by 
Hield. With the Sooners up 71-68, Bay-
lor turned the ball over, and Hield 
made two free throws with 17.5 sec-
onds left.

McClure quickly made a layup 
for Baylor, then Hield missed a free 
throw, giving the Bears one last 
chance. The Sooners fouled Prince 
with 2.4 seconds left. He made the 
first and missed the second intention-
ally. Hield got the ball in a scramble, 
and time expired.

STAR POWER
Former Oklahoma star Blake Grif-

fin’s jersey was raised in a ceremony 
at halftime. Griffin was named the AP 
National Player of the Year in 2008-09 
after averaging 22.7 points and 14.4 
rebounds per game and leading the 
nation in rebounding and double-dou-
bles. ... Clark Beckham, last season’s 
American Idol runner-up, sang the 
national anthem.
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MAVS
Continued from Page 7

bench to score 17 points.
“I think everyone is playing 

good ball and being aggres-
sive,” Barea said.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 19 
points, and Chandler Parsons 
added 17.

Ersan Ilyasova scored 22 
points off the bench for the 
Magic. Nikola Vucevic had 
18, all in the first half, and 
Elfrid Payton and Dewayne 
Dedmon added 12 apiece.

Orlando ran out to a 22-12 
lead behind 10 points from 
Vucevic. The Mavericks 
came back to tie the game 24-
all on Parsons’ 3-pointer.

After Brandon Jennings 
broke the tie with a 3-pointer, 
the Mavericks scored the last 
11 points of the first quarter 
for a 35-27 lead. David Lee had 
six of those points.

“They hit some shots” Mat-

thews said. “I think we got 
more aggressive defensively. 
And whenever we see (our 
shots) go in, that’s fuel for 
us.”

Dallas led 69-61 after their 
highest-scoring half of the 
season, and then opened the 
second half with a 13-0 run.

Neither team scored in the 
first 2:45 of the second half un-
til Matthews hit a jump shot. 
Dallas’ run ended when Or-
lando’s Aaron Gordon made 
a jump shot with 6:07 gone in 
the third quarter.

“Had a poor first half, and 
an even worse second half,” 
Orlando coach Scott Skiles 
said. “We felt like they started 
the (second) half kind of flat. 
Unfortunately, so did we.”

Dallas’ homestand followed 
a 110-104 loss at Orlando on 
Feb. 19. The Mavericks re-
mained in a sixth-place tie 
with Portland in the Western 
Conference.

The Magic have lost three of 
four.

TIP-INS
Magic: Evan Fournier 

missed his second straight 
game because of a sore right 
wrist. Rookie Mario Hezonja 
started again in Fournier’s 
place. ... Orlando was 9 for 9 
from the free-throw line in 
the first half, but Aaron Gor-
don missed the Magic’s first 
two tries in the third quarter.

Mavericks: In the first quar-
ter, Dallas’ starters totaled 
minus-10 in the NBA’s plus/
minus system. The four play-
ers off the bench — Barea, 
Lee, Raymond Felton and 
Devin Harris — were a com-
bined plus-
50. Orlando’s 
bench was 
minus-49. ... 
Dallas made 
11 of 16 field 
goal attempts 
in the second 
quarter, then 
missed their 
first five in 
the third 

quarter.
STREAK SECRET
With Golden State closing 

in on an NBA record with 
42 straight home wins, Rick 
Carlisle was asked what’s 
necessary to have such a 
streak. He played for the Celt-
ics when they won 38 in a row 
in 1985 and ‘86. “About five 
Hall of Fame players.” Those 
Celtics had Larry Bird, Kev-
in McHale, Robert Parish, 
Bill Walton and coach K.C. 
Jones.

LEE OFF THE LAYOFF
David Lee had not played for 

more than six weeks when he 

joined the Mavericks on Feb. 
24. Will they bring him along 
slowly? Coach Rick Carlisle 
said, “You can work with a 
trainer and eat fish and pro-
tein all you want, but going 
into an NBA game and having 
to bang bodies and run full 
speed and jump an unknown 
number of times, that’s go-
ing to put different kinds of 
stresses.”

UP NEXT
Magic: Return home to 

host Chicago on Wednesday 
night.

Mavericks: Host Sacramen-
to on Thursday night.

 (AP Photo/Ben Margot)

Nick Martinez pitching for the Texas 
Rangers during the 2015 regular season. 

Martinez signed for $519,190 Tuesday.

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) 
— The Texas  Rangers 
have contracts with all 
41 players on their roster 
after agreeing to terms 
with three pitchers.

Right-hander Nick 
Martinez and left-hand-
ers Alex Claudio and Yo-
hander Mendez agreed 
to terms Tuesday, a day 
before the Rangers play 
their first spring train-
ing game.

Martinez, who was 7-7 
while starting 21 of his 
24 games last season, 
gets $519,190. Claudio, 
who has made 33 relief 
appearances the past two 
seasons, got a $510,250 
contract while Medez 
got $507,500.

Rangers reach deals with 
last three pitchers on roster 

NEW YORK (AP) — New York Yan-
kees closer Aroldis Chapman agreed 
to accept a 30-game suspension under 
Major League Baseball’s domestic vio-
lence policy, a penalty stemming from 
an altercation with his girlfriend last 
October.

Under the discipline announced 
Tuesday, the four-time All-Star will 
serve the penalty from the start of 
the Yankees’ season on April 4. He 
will lose 30 days of pay — $1,856,557 of 
his $11,325,000 salary. The agreement 
specifies he will be eligible for free 
agency after this season barring any 
additional suspension for off-the-field 
conduct that would cost him the nec-
essary service time.

“I found Mr. Chapman’s acknowl-
edged conduct on that day to be in-
appropriate ... particularly his use 
of a firearm and the impact of that 
behavior on his partner,” baseball 
Commissioner Rob Manfred said in 
a statement. “I am gratified that Mr. 

Chapman has taken responsibility for 
his conduct.”

Chapman became the first player 
penalized a finite number of games 
under the policy, which MLB and the 
players’ association agreed to in Au-
gust following several high-profile in-
cidents among NFL players. Colorado 
shortstop Jose Reyes was given an 
indefinite paid suspension last week, 
pending a trial scheduled for April 4, 
following an alleged altercation with 
his wife in October.

Baseball’s investigation of Chapman 
stemmed from an Oct. 30 incident at 
his house in Florida. Chapman’s girl-
friend, 22-year-old Cristina Barnea, 
told police he pushed and choked her. 
Chapman said there was an argu-
ment but that he was pushed down by 
Barnea’s brother, eventually getting a 
handgun and firing eight shots into a 
wall and window while locked in his 
garage.

Yankees closer Chapman agrees 
to accept 30-game suspension 

Alonzo Adams/Associated Press

Hield scores 23 as No. 6 Oklahoma beats No. 19 Baylor 73-71
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Special to the Herald
Today marks the 180th anniversary 

when Texas revolutionaries, includ-
ing Sam Houston and José Antonio 
Navarro, declared independence from 
Mexico. The Convention of 1836 at 
Washington-on-the Brazos preceded 
some of the most well-known events 
from Texas history — the tragic loss-
es at the Alamo and Goliad, and 
Texas’ subsequent victory at the bat-
tle of San Jacinto. 

These sites are part of the Texas 
Historical Commission’s (THC) Texas 
Independence Trail Region, also 
known as the “Cradle of Texas 
Liberty.”

The Independence Trail Region 
stretches from San Antonio to 
Galveston and is filled with sites 
where visitors experience the real 
places that tell the real stories from 
this monumental period. 

Here are five destinations in 
between where you can discover their 
interesting connection to Texas inde-
pendence.

• In Anahuac, two confrontations in 
1832 and 1835 set the stage for the 
beginning of the Texas rebellion. 
Historical markers at Fort Anahuac 
Park tell the stories of skirmishes 
between the Mexican military and 
Texas colonists who fought against 
taxation and enforcement of the law. 
Preliminary archeological excava-
tions at Anahuac have been carried 
out, and plans for a full-scale excava-
tion and the construction of an inter-
pretive museum are included in the 
site’s future. Today, Fort Anahuac 
Park offers a boat ramp, wooden fish-
ing pier, and children’s playground.

• Near the Alamo in downtown San 
Antonio, Casa Navarro State Historic 
Site, one of 20 historic sites operated 

by the THC, explores the life of Texas 
patriot José Antonio Navarro. 
Navarro—a rancher, merchant, poli-
tician, and Tejano rights advocate—
was one of only two native-born 
Texans to sign the Texas Declaration 
of Independence. The site celebrates 
his life at his original 1850s adobe and 
limestone home—one of the oldest 
adobe structures remaining in San 
Antonio and a historic jewel amidst 
its urban surroundings. More infor-
mation is available at 
VisitCasaNavarro.com.  

•  Located about 20 miles west of 
Victoria, Fannin Battleground State 

Historic Site memorializes the sol-
diers who fought the Battle of Coleto 
Creek. After Col. James W. Fannin 
surrendered to Mexican forces, Gen. 
Santa Anna ordered Fannin and his 
men to be executed in nearby Goliad. 
The surrender and unanticipated 
execution inflamed the Texas cause 
and launched the battle cry 
“Remember Goliad!” Today, an 
impressive stone obelisk marks the 
spot where Fannin surrendered. 
Visitors to the 14-acre site can tour 
landscaped grounds marked with 
interpretive panels that tell the story 
and significance of the battle. 
Information is available at 

VisitFanninBattleground.com.

• One hour west of Houston along 
Interstate 10, the San Felipe de Austin 
State Historic Site preserves the loca-
tion where Stephen F. Austin estab-
lished his colony in 1823. The site was 
the first capital of the provisional 
government of Texas and played an 
important role in events of the Texas 
Revolution. After the fall of the 
Alamo, Gen. Sam Houston’s army 
retreated through San Felipe de 
Austin. During the Runaway Scrape, 
the town was evacuated and burned 
to the ground to prevent it from fall-
ing into the hands of the advancing 
Mexican Army. Today, ongoing 
archeological projects recover arti-
facts that provide information about 
life at the colony. General site tours 
are available, and a visitors center 
hosts weekend programs. 

• Washington-on-the-Brazos State 
Historic Site near Brenham marks 
the original town location of 
Washington, where delegates of the 
Convention of 1836 met to sign the 
Texas Declaration of Independence 
and create a constitution for the new 
republic. The 293-acre site has a 
museum and living history farm 
where visitors can participate in 
period activities with costumed inter-
preters. 

More information is available at 
WhereTexasBecameTexas.org.

These sites and more are included 
in the Texas Independence Trail 
Region travel guide, available on the 
THC’s travel website at texastimetrav-
el.com. The website features guides 
from all 10 regions of the THC’s Texas 
Heritage Trails Program, which high-
lights historic and cultural destina-
tions throughout the state.

Celebrate Texas Independence Day by visiting historical sites

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Fans of Texas bluebon-
nets could soon be spotting some beautiful blooms 
in pastures and along highways.

Experts say heavy rain last fall and early this 
winter could mean a spectacular wildflower season 
in Texas.

Officials with the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center in Austin on Tuesday offered the optimistic 
forecast.

Authorities at the University of Texas-affiliated 
Center say spotty rain and recent unusually warm 
conditions could affect some wildflower displays.

Horticulture director of horticulture Andrea 
DeLong-Amaya says the trick is always the weath-
er. She says the National Weather Service earlier 
this year predicted the El Nino pattern would bring 
moisture, but that didn’t really materialize for 

much of the Texas.
DeLong-Amaya says the Lady Bird Johnson 

Wildflower Center already has some Texas blue-
bonnets in bloom.

Fall, winter rains brighten outlook for Texas wildflowers

By MELISSA B. 
TABOADA
Austin American-Statesman

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) —  
Despite being in the top 1 
percent of her class, Lauren 
Molloy was at risk of failing 
to receive credit for courses 
last semester after a series of 
absences for medical appoint-
ments were counted against 
her by the Austin school dis-
trict.

Molloy, a McCallum High 
School senior, has a rare con-
genital bone disease that 
requires her to receive week-
ly physical therapy, and last 
semester she had multiple 
doctor visits and exams, 
including MRIs.

Such medical visits previ-
ously didn’t affect whether a 
student received course cred-
it, but now they do as the 
school district ramps up its 
policies regarding absences.

“It’s incredibly frustrat-
ing,” said Della Molloy-
Daugherty, Lauren’s mom. 
“It made me realize what a 
headache the new attendance 
policy is.”

Students can appeal to an 
attendance committee if 
they’ve attended at least 75 
percent of the time, and they 
can make up classes by 
attending Saturday school to 
restore their class credit. But 
some parents — including 

about a dozen who wrote let-
ters to their campus adminis-
trators — are complaining 
that Austin’s stricter policy 
will mean more children 
going to school when they’re 
sick and more hassle for the 
parents of students who 
struggle with chronic ail-
ments. At least one neighbor-
ing district is more lenient.

State law requires students 
in kindergarten through 12th 
grade to be in attendance for 
at least 90 percent of the days 
a class is offered. But dis-
tricts have varying interpre-
tations of the law and offer 
different exceptions. Before 
this school year, the Austin 
district only denied 
credit for unex-
cused absences.

The Austin dis-
trict’s new prac-
tice, which started 
in the current 
school year, counts 
it against the stu-
dent anytime he or 
she misses the 
entire day, regard-
less of whether 
there is a doctor’s 
note.

Religious holi-
days, a limited 
number of college 
visits and school-
sponsored events 
remain as excused 

absences, as do medical 
absences involving a health 
care professional during 
school hours if the student is 
in attendance for at least part 
of the day.

Such excused absences are 
outlined in the law.

In communications with 
parents, the school district 
says the change is meant to 
bring Austin into compliance 
with the law.

But one parent points out in 
a letter to the district that the 
law states that students “may 
be excused for temporary 
absence resulting from any 
cause acceptable to the teach-
er, principal or superinten-

dent of the school.”
Another parent said the 

change “really has us recon-
sidering the public school 
option. Sadly, I can see par-
ents pulling their children 
out of public schools and 
exercising a home schooling 
option that would offer more 
flexibility with kids that are 
sick often.”

The Leander district’s prac-
tice is similar to Austin’s. In 
Round Rock, a documented 
illness with a doctor’s note 
counts against the student’s 
90 percent attendance require-
ment. The Hays school dis-
trict doesn’t count absences 
with a doctor’s note against 

the attendance requirement.
State funding is tied in part 

to attendance, and some par-
ents raised concerns that 
money was the real reason 
behind the change.

District officials say that’s 
not the case.

“We want to make sure 
we’re following the law cor-
rectly,” Austin School Board 
President Kendall Pace said.

Ultimately, Molloy-
Daugherty was able to 
retrieve documentation for 
the doctor appointments and 
emergency room visit and 
ensure her daughter received 
credit.

Stricter policies on school absences draw parent backlash


