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Officials
rule on
house
fire

By AMANDA ELSTON
Managing Editor

The cause of a house fire that occurred 
last Wednesday afternoon was deter-
mined by the Big Spring Fire Depart-
ment to be accidental.

According to Big Spring Fire Chief 
Craig Ferguson, 911 operators received a 
call around 4 p.m. of a structure fire in 
the 2400 block of Cheyenne. 

“Flames and heavy smoke were vis-
ible upon arrival,” according to a BSFD 
press release. “All residents were out of 
the house upon the Fire Department’s ar-

 See FIRE, Page 3

File photo

A Big Spring firefighter sprays water on a structure fire on Cheyenne Street earlier last week. 
Officials blamed accidental causes for the fire.

Texas AG to review gun ban complaints
By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

The office of Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton is set to de-
termine if any of the 34 pend-
ing complaints regarding 
facilities in Texas that ban 
concealed handguns have 
merit.

State law says that local and 
municipal governments can-
not ban concealed handgun 
holders from carrying weap-
ons in their facilities, unless 
those facilities fall into one 

of several weapon-free zones 
that include courtrooms, poll-
ing places, and correctional 
facilities.

Earlier this month, Howard 
County commissioners wres-
tled with the issue during 
their monthly meeting. 

“Historically, counties have 
interpreted that to be court-
houses, so all across the state 
of Texas...courthouse have 
banned weapons,” said 118th 
Judicial Court Judge Timo-
thy Yeats, who stood before 
Commissioners to request 

they designate the building 
housing the 118th Courtroom, 
District Clerk’s office, the 
District Attorney’s office, and 
the judges’ offices as essential 
to the operations of the court 
as well as the Adult and Juve-
nile Probation offices which 
are located in another coun-
ty-owned building. 

“In December, the (Texas) 
Attorney General issued two 
opinions — one for Hays 
County and one for Tom 
Green County  — that in-
terpreted that provision...

The AG has determined that 
to mean you can not carry 
weapons in courtrooms or 
any offices which have been 
determined to be essential to 
the operation of the court,” 
Yeats continued.

Yeats stressed the AG’s 
opinion is important because 
that office has been given the 
authorized to enforce the new 
open carry law by issuing 
fines to governmental enti-
ties who wrongfully ban car-
ry weapons openly. 

A bill that went into effect 

last September allows people 
to send a written complaint to 
a state agency or political sub-
division if they believe it is 
improperly posting the signs 
where guns are allowed. If 
three days go by without a re-
sponse, the complainant can 
file a complaint with the at-
torney general’s office, which 
will investigate the allegation 
and forward it to the appro-
priate division if further ac-
tion needs to be taken.

See GUNS, Page 3
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Jodey Arrington, Dist. 19 U.S. congressional candidate for district 19, met 
with residents of Big Spring and surrounding areas to discuss his campaign. 
Arrington is running for the seat that is being vacated by Randy Neugebauer.

Snyder police
probe killings
By AMANDA ELSTON
Managing Editor

SNYDER — The Snyder 
Police Department are in-
vestigating a double ho-
micide after a call about a 
suspicious vehicle Sunday 
morning was linked to two 
men found dead. 

The investigation began at 
8:55 a.m. when a call about a 
car with the engine running 
was reported on Avenue Z 
about a block away from the 
crime scene. 

“Police said that the car 
was linked to two men found 
dead under a trailer home 
in the 2100 block of Avenue 
Z,” a report from KTXS said. 
“Police said the men were 
stabbed and at least one was 
shot.”

At 9:13 a.m., Nicole Dab-
ney, 28, of Snyder, and Juan 
Barron, 24, of Phoenix, went 
into the Scurry County Law

See SNYDER, Page 3



Donna Michelle Kay
Donna Michelle Kay, 69, of El 

Paso, formerly of Austin and Big 
Spring, died on Jan. 21, 2016. She 
was born to Don and Jean Brewer 
Yates in Big Spring on Jan. 3, 
1947. 

Donna was preceded in death by 
her parents; also by the love of 
her life, Sovoy Kay, on Dec. 21, 
2010. 

Survivors include two children, Gina Lochausen 
(Matt) and Jerry Thomas of El Paso; two step-chil-
dren, Paula Kay and John Paul Kay, of San Antonio; 
four grandchildren; a brother, Phil Elliott (Cookie) 
of Big Spring; a sister, Deanna Rogers of Denton; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Viewing will be held from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 29, 2015 at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home & Chapel, 301 E. 24th St., Big Spring, Texas. 
Graveside service will follow at 11:45 a.m. at Trinity 
Memorial Park, 6900 S. US Highway 87.

Gwendolyn Smith
Gwendolyn (Gwen) Smith, 73, of 

Big Spring, passed away Friday, 
Jan. 22, 2016, at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center. The family will 
receive friends from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016, at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Graveside services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday at Coahoma 
Cemetery with Doug Shelley, pas-
tor of East Side Baptist Church, 
officiating.

She was born Jan. 22, 1943 in Washington, D.C. 
to Evelyn Estelle (Freeman) Crump and Robert M. 
Crump. She came to Texas in the 1980s, attending 
Howard College and obtaining her registered nurse 
degree. She was an avid bowler and was a big sports 
fan of all kinds. She also enjoyed her flower garden. 
She was dedicated to her nursing profession.

She is survived by her three daughters, Laura 
Smith and Tammy McJunkin, both of Big Spring; 
and Sandra Smith of Fort Hood; five grandchildren, 
Jacob Henson of Big Spring, Riannon Melton of 
Odessa, Phillip McJunkin and Forrest McJunkin, 
both of Big Spring, and Zachery McJunkin of Illi-
nois; and three great-grandchildren, Elijah Melton, 
Ashlyn Melton and Halle Melton, all of Odessa; and 
many friends.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her life partner, Nadine Lambright, on 
Sept. 16, 2004.

The family suggests memorials to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, PO Box 1000, Dept 142, 
Memphis, TN 38101-9908, or American Cancer Soci-
ety, PO Box 22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123. 

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary
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Ethelyn Allen McCann
Ethelyn Allen McCann, of 

Midland, Texas, and formerly of 
Big Spring, Texas, a charter mem-
ber of America’s greatest genera-
tion, passed away peacefully in 
the early morning hours of Jan. 
24, 2016, at Manor Park in Midland, 
Texas. 

Funeral services will be held at 
10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2016 
in the Peace Chapel at Trinity 
Memorial Park in Big Spring, 
Texas, with Mike Couch, of First 

Baptist Church of Big Spring, officiating. The fam-
ily will receive friends and visitors at the funeral 
home in Big Spring on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016 
between the hours of 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Ethelyn was born April 30, 1918, on the family 
farm in Navarro County, Texas, near Corsicana, to 
John Patrick Allen and Olivia Bressie Allen. She 
moved at a young age with her family to Hamlin, 
Texas, where her father farmed five miles south of 
town. She subsequently graduated Hamlin High 
School in 1935 as salutatorian and then left home to 
attend Texas Women’s University in Denton, 
Texas.

Following college, Ethelyn joined her family in 
Kermit after her father had taken a position in the 
oil and gas industry with Ralph Lowe. In Kermit, 
Ethelyn met the only man she ever loved, T.H. 
McCann, a young man of true grit, uncommon 
valor and unquestionable integrity, and the two 
were married in Houston on July 11, 1942. Shortly 
thereafter, T. H. joined the U.S. Army and left for 
Fort Lewis, Wash., while Ethelyn relocated to Long 
Beach, Calif., to join the war effort by working in 
the shipyards.

After the war Ethelyn and T. H. made their home 
in Breckenridge, Texas, where T. H. was the area 
jobber for Sinclair Oil & Gas products. Then in 
1951, the McCanns settled in Big Spring, Texas, 
where T.H. formed his company distributing petro-
leum products throughout the Permian Basin to 
various drilling contractors and agricultural pro-
ducers as well as other commercial enterprises.

After T.H. passed away suddenly in November 
1973, Ethelyn stayed busy with her various invest-
ments in oil and gas, real estate and the stock mar-
ket as well as traveling the world, playing bridge 
with her many, many friends and staying active in 
First Baptist Church of Big Spring of which she 

was a pillar. She cherished every chance she got to 
spend time with all her grandchildren.

Ethelyn will forever be remembered by all who 
knew her for her quiet resolve, her kind and gentle 
spirit, her steadfast Christian character as well as 
her razor-sharp wit and wonderful sense of 
humor. 

She was a member of First Baptist Church of Big 
Spring for more than 60 years having taught Sunday 
School for almost 50 years and faithfully serving 
her church in a variety of capacities. As a cook, she 
was unsurpassed for it was common knowledge 
that friends and family would run through a brick 
wall, if necessary, to score a sampling of her choco-
late pies, apricot fried pies, and chicken fried 
steaks.

She is survived by her son Tom McCann and his 
wife Ann of Austin, Texas, and their three daugh-
ters Tara Moore and her husband Tom of Flower 
Mound, Texas; Ashley Lepine and her husband 
Mike of Lakeway, Texas; and Raygan Watson and 
her husband Mike of San Antonio, Texas.

Ethelyn is also survived by her daughter Betty 
Newman and her husband Terry of Whitney, Texas, 
and their children Connally Newman and his wife 
Robin of China Springs, Texas; Laura Rose and her 
husband Eric of Midland, Texas; and Lisa Firle and 
her husband Brian of Boulder, Colorado.

Ethleyn is also survived by six great-grandchil-
dren Wiley James Newman, Dash and Cross Lepine, 
Jake and Libby Moore and Winnie and Charlie 
Watson. Also surviving are sister-in-law Lynn 
Haumont of San Diego, Calif., as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

Ethelyn was preceded in death by her husband, 
T.H., by her parents, a brother, Bud Allen in 1942, 
a brother Bill Allen of Vista, Calif., in 2015, and a 
sister, Bernice Rubin Cardwell of Midland in 1996.

The family wishes to thank the wonderful staff of 
Manor Park Younger Center and Home Hospice of 
Midland for the loving care extended to Ethelyn 
during her illness. Also thanks to Dr. Raj Patel and 
Dr. Chau Le for the caring treatment extended to 
Ethelyn in her final years. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to First Baptist Church of 
Big Spring, Texas, Manor Park, Inc. in Midland or 
Home Hospice of Midland.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of 
Midland. Online condolences can be made at www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

James “Bee-Kid” Conaway
James “Bee-Kid” Conaway, 51, of Ackerly, for-

merly of Big Spring, passed away Saturday, Jan. 
23, 2016, at Martin County Hospital. The family 
will receive friends from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m. Tues-
day at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Funeral 
service will be at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Graveside service will be at 3 p.m. 
at Dickens Cemetery, Dickens, Texas.

James was born June 24, 1964, at Hale Center, 
Texas to JoAnn Geer (Conaway) and Donald Joe 
Conaway. He has been a lifetime Texan, except for 
10 years in Missouri. His business was JC Heavy 
Equipment Repair. He married Kimberly White 
June 4, 2001, in Howard County. James was an 
avid gun collector as well as metal detecting. He 
found many items from the Civil War, including 
a belt buckle. His latest hobby was flying drones, 
with which he had a lot of fun. James was a Chris-
tian.

He is survived by his wife, Kimberly Conaway of 
the home; three daughters, Chrystal Conaway of 
Marble Falls, and Lorna Conaway and Emily Con-
away, both of Ackerly; two sons, Dustin Saucedo 
and wife, Courtney, of Diamond, Mo. and Jonathan 
Saucedo and wife, Julie, of Midland; his grand-
children, Taylor Clark and Sage Clark of Marble 
Falls and Jamison Clark of Diamond, Mo., and 
Eala Saucedo, Levi Saucedo and Gabriel Saucedo, 
all of Midland; two brothers, Donald Joe Conaway 
Jr. and wife, Kim, of Yantis and Jackie Eugene 
Conaway of Spur; two nephews, Justin and Joseph 
Conaway of Yantis; father-in-law, Ben White of 
Crossett, Ark.; mother-in-law, Gloria Alexander 
of Scottsboro, Ala.; brother-in-laws, Randy White 
and wife, Bertha, of Big Spring and Michael White 
and wife, Rhonda, of Scottsboro, Ala.; his sister-
in-law, Peggy Barringer and husband, Jimmy, of 
Mansfield, La.; and his uncle, Jimmy Graves, of 
Big Spring.

James was preceded in death by his parents.
Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 

Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary 

Geraldine Jones
Geraldine (Jerri) Jones, 94, died Saturday , Jan. 

23, 2016, in Lamesa. Graveside services will be held 

Thursday, Jan. 28, 2016, at 11 a.m. at Lamesa 
Memorial Park with Minister Mark Hackett offici-
ating. Arrangements are under the direction of 
Branon Funeral Home in Lamesa.

Chris Limon
Chris Limon, 56, of Big Spring died Thursday, 

Jan. 21, 2016.  Services are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 

CORRECTION: In a story titled 
“Election season is coming”, printed on 
Jan. 25, we incorrectly reported that per-
sons interested in running for mayor or dis-
trict 5 council member can file their candi-
dacy papers during normal office hours in 
the city secretary’s office between March 
7 and April 7. The correct dates are are Jan 
20 through Feb 19. 

www.bigspringherald.com
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• TONIA LAVONNE KIRKLAND, 46, of 2616 Lan-
gely Drive was arrested on a warrant from another 
agency.

• OSMAR CLEMENT ODUARDO BORDERS, 61, 
of 12635 W. Farice Drive, Odessa, was arrested on a 
charge of driving while license suspended/invalid 
with previous conviction. 

• ISRAEL SAIZ, 18, of 606 Linda Lane was arrest-
ed on a warrant for public intoxication.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 1100 block of Barnes Avenue.

• BURLGARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in 
the 1700 block of Settles.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 
1400 block of Mt. Vernon.

• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 
the 3000 block of North Highway 87 and in the 600 
block of S. Gregg St.

• THEFT was reported in the 500 block of east 3rd 
St and in the 600 block of Main St.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 69 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• OSMAR BORDERS, 
61, of 12635 W. Farice, 
Odessa was booked by 
the BSPD on a charge 
of driving while license 
invalid with previous 
conviction/suspension.

• FELICIA 
MICHELLE BUR-
CIAGA, 19, of 6146 Can-
dletree, San Antonio, 
was booked by the HCSO 
on a warrant for MRTP/
possession of marijuana, 
less than 2 ounces.

• LARRY DALE 
KING, 32, of 1909 Morri-
sion was booked by the 
HCSO on warrants for 
bailsman off bond/pos-
session of a controlled 
substance; bailsman off 
bond/unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle; and 
bailsman off bond, theft 
of property, more than 
or equal to $50 but less 
than $500.

• TONIA LAVONNE 
KIRKLAND, 46, of 810 
Cherry was booked by 
the BSPD on a warrant 
for parent contributing 
to non-attendance.

• ISRAEL SAIZ, 18, 606 
Linda Lane was booked 
by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Gwendolyn (Gwen) 
Smith, 73, died Friday. 
The family will receive 
friends from 5:00 PM 
until 7:00 PM tonight, 
January 26, 2016 at 
Myers & Smith Funer-
al Home. Graveside 
services will be held at 
2:00 PM Wednesday at 
Coahoma Cemetery.

 

James “Bee-Kid” 
Conaway, 51, died Sat-
urday. The family will 
receive friends from 
7:00 PM until 8:00 PM 
tonight at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. 
Funeral service will 
be at 10:30 AM Wednes-
day at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Graveside ser-
vice will be at 3:00 PM 
at Dickens Cemetery 
in Dickens, Texas.

 
Chris Limon, 56, died 

Thursday. Services 
are pending at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

  
Donna Kay, 69, died 

Thursday. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
from 9:00 AM until 
11:00 AM Friday at My-
ers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 11:45 
AM at Trinity Memo-
rial Park.

Police & Sheriff 
Reports

Come dancing
The Mitchell County Senior 

Dance will be held Thursday, 
Jan. 28, 2016 from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. at the Colorado City Civic 
Center, 157 West 2nd Street, Colo-
rado City. Live music by Travis 
and Kevin. Snacks to share are 
welcome. No drinking and smok-
ing allowed. 

4-H Clothing and Textile kick 
off.

The Howard County Clothing 
and Textile kick off will be held 
at 5:15 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2, at 
the G.C. Broughton Ag Complex 
located on the Howard College 
campus, 1001 Birdwell Lane. The 
program is for students in grade 
three through high school inter-
ested in the fashion industry. For 
more information, contact Melis-

sa Deeter, Howard County Exten-
sion Agent for Family Consumer 
Science, at 432-364-2236.

Cook-off
• Chili Cook Off. The Fraternal 

Order of the Eagles is hosting 
its 14th Annual Chili Cook off on 
Saturday, Jan. 30. Cook teams 
of 1-3 people need to register at 
the Eagles Lodge at 8 a.m. with 
supplies to cook a minimum of 
5 pounds of Chili. Chili must be 
cooked on site. Judging will take 
place at 11:30. If interested in judg-
ing, please contact David Pope at 
432-816-8462. All-you-can-eat-chili 
will be available to the public for 
$10 from 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. The 
Eagles Lodge is located at 703 W. 
3rd St. Proceeds will go to benefit 
the Big Spring Crossroads Young 
Marines and the West Texas Cen-
ters for MHMR.

Youth Activities
• The Crossroads Young 

Marines is taking applications 
for another boot camp. For more 
information, call 432-517-4791. 
Young Marines welcomes boys 
and girls ages 8 to 18 who are still 
attending school.

• Big Spring Little League will 
be holding signups for the upcom-
ing season each Saturday on Jan. 
16,  Jan. 23, Jan. 30, and Feb. 6 at 
the Springtown Plaza right next 
to the movie theater from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Also Monday – Friday, 
Feb. 1 to Feb. 5 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Cost is $90 per child.

Let’s Dance!
• The Big Spring Senior Center 

dance is open to all ages. No alco-
hol or smoking. 

Take Note

SNYDER
Continued from Page 1

Enforcement Center 
and told police that two 
men had been killed.

“The female made a 
comment and reported 
that two men tried to 

break into their house 
and they killed them 
and told us … where the 
bodies were located,” 
said Snyder Police Chief 
Terry Luecke. 

According to KTXS-
TV, police said that 
Dabney told them it 
happened around 4 
a.m. Sunday morning 

but police could not say 
why Dabney and Bar-
ron moved the bodies 
or why they waited five 
hours to report it to the 
police. 

Bonds for both Dab-
ney and Barron were set 
at $10,000 each and both 
have posted bond. Both 
were charged with tam-

pering with evidence. 
Police Chieg Luecke 
said that more charges 
are possible.

The identities of the 
two men that were killed 
have not been released. 
Autopsies are scheduled 
to be performed this 
morning in Lubbock.

GUNS
Continued from Page 1

Although Yeats told 
Commissioners he 
agreed with the legisla-
ture’s content that that 
a person who is licensed 
to carry a weapon has 
already been vetted, cir-
cumstances of family 
court situations need 
also be considered. 

“You really get good 
people in court who are 
going through the worst 
day in their life. You see 
it all across the state, all 
across the nation. Bad 
things can happen,” 
Yeats said. 

After approving the 
requested designation, 
Commissioners then 
spent some time dis-
cussing how to compile 
within the county’s 
courthouse, other build-
ings and offices. 

Both county and mu-
nicipal courts are lo-
cated on the third floor 
of courthouse which 
are subject to the ban on 
guns while the county 
indigent care office, also 
located on the the same 
floor, is not. 

Municipal Court 
Judge Tim Green point-
ed out during the meet-
ing when court is in 
session, the hallways of 
the courthouse become 
essential because many 
witness and subjects are 
required stay in the hall-

ways before being called 
into the court.

To add some more 
confusion to the matter, 
Howard County Elec-
tion Administrator also 
mention that a law is al-
ready on the books pro-
hibits carrying weapons 
into a polling area. Dur-
ing election time, her of-
fice is the polling place 
for early voting which 
falls under the law but 
at all other times it 
would not.  

Commissioner opted 
to wait on making any-
more decisions on the 
matter and instructed 
County Attorney Josh 
Hamby to review the 
issue and bring some 
clarification back the 
commissioners court. 

Commissioners are 
not the only entity 
struggling with how to 
comply with new gun 
laws. A new law out of 
the last Texas legisla-
tive session allows li-
censed concealed gun 
owners the ability to 
bring handguns into 
higher education cam-
pus buildings. 

“It allows for the CEO 
of a community college 
after consulting with 
the students, facility and 
staff to create reason-
able rules or regulations 
regarding the carrying 
of concealed weapons 
on the campus of the 
college,” Howard Col-
lege President Dr. Cher-
yl Sparks informed the 

college board of trustees 
during their June 2015 
meeting. “The rules 
can not generally pro-
hibit or have the effect 
of generally prohibiting 
the carrying concealed 
weapons on campus. We 
are suppose to take into 
consideration the na-
ture of the student popu-
lation, safety concerns 
and the uniqueness of 
the campus.”

Howard College has 
three campuses – Big 
Spring, San Angelo and 
Lamesa – along with 
overseeing the South-
West Collegiate Insti-
tute for the Deaf and six 
sites at correctional in-
stitutes. 

Although implementa-
tion of the bill at the cor-
rectional institute sites 
seems mute, the major-
ity of SWCID students 
are hard of hearing or 
deaf. SWCID is the only 
self-contained commu-
nity college in the Unit-
ed States for the deaf. 
Also, the Big Spring 
campus has a daycare 
facility on the site.

The law will not go 
into effect for communi-
ty colleges until  August 
2017. Four-year univer-
sities must be in com-
pliance with the law by 
August 2016. 

According to the Tex-
as Department of Safety 
website the new open 
carry gun law:

• Authorizes individu-
als to obtain a license to 

openly carry a handgun 
in the same places that 
allow the license carry-
ing of concealed hand-
gun with some excep-
tions.

• Unconcealed hand-
guns, loaded or unload-
ed, must be carried in a 
shoulder or belt holster.

• Individuals who hold 
a valid CHL may contin-
ue to carry with a valid 
existing license.

• A separate license 
will not be required to 
open carry. No addition-
al fee will be required. 

• Individuals cur-
rently licensed will not 
be required to attend 
additional training. 
Training curriculum 
for new applicants will 
be updated to reflect the 
new training require-
ment related to the use 
of restraint holster and 
methods to ensure the 
secure carry of openly 
carried handguns. The 
new curriculum began 
on Jan. 1.

• The eligibility crite-
ria to obtain a license 
to carry do not change. 
In order to be licensed 
to carry a concealed 
handgun in Texas, the 
person must be 21 years 
of age or older, under 
go a background check, 
take a written test and a 
range test.

The Associated Press 
contributed to this re-
port.

FIRE
Continued from Page 1

rival.”
According to the press 

release, by the time the 
BSFD arrived, the fire 
had grown and caused 

additional damage to 
the neighboring home 
and the trailer parked 
in the driveway. 

“Suppression activi-
ties were started and the 
fire was substantially 
knocked down and con-
trolled within an hour 

and the attack was di-
rected to finding and 
extinguishing remain-
ing pockets of fire and 
embers,” said a press 
release.

Firefighters had the 
blaze under control 
within 15 minutes and 

stayed on the scene un-
til 7:30 p.m. to watch for 
any flare-ups.

No injuries were re-
ported and the family 
was relocated to tempo-
rary housing by the 
Emergency Services 
Chaplains Corps.

Coahoma graduate held in infant’s death
ABILENE — A 2013 Coahoma 

High School graduate involved 
in an Abilene infant murder in-
vestigation is not speaking to the 
media per his attorney due to 
“disabilities from mental retar-
dation” and “may be influenced 
to say things that are not accu-
rate.

Damian Cate, 22, is accused 
of contributing to a the death 
of a newborn baby who died in 
an Abilene home last Monday. 
Cate’s attorney, Jacob Blizzard 
of Abilene’s Parker & Blizzard 
law firm, released a statement to 
the media regarding his client on 
Friday.

“On behalf of Mr. Cate, I am re-

questing that all news media out-
lets refrain from attempting to 
interview Mr. Cate at the Taylor 
County Jail,” said Blizzard in his 
statement. “Mr. Cate’s situation 
requires that he not speak pub-
licly about his case as such infor-
mation may be misconstrued by 
the public or the state in the pros-
ecution of Mr. Cate. In addition, 
Mr. Cate is a young man with 
disabilities from mental retar-
dation with memory and mental 
processing difficulties and may 
be influenced to say things that 
are not accurate.”

Cate and Amber Craker, 18, 
were both arrested and charged 
with murder and felony evi-

dence tampering after Craker 
arrived last Monday morning 
to Abilene’s Hendrick Hospital 
with severe bleeding. After medi-
cal staff determined she had de-
livered a baby but had arrived 
without one, they contacted the 
police.

When detectives arrived at the 
women’s home, they allegedly 
discovered “tissue remains in-
side” a drainage pipe and “later 
located the body of the infant hid-
den inside the residence,” reads 
a police statement. 

Cate is currently being held 
in the Taylor County Jail on a 
$300,000 bond. 



Some credit Albert Ein-
stein, others credit 
Benjamin Franklin, with 
the observation that 

“the definition of 
insanity is doing 
the same thing 
year after year and 
expecting different 
results.” Whom-
ever we credit, 
he was absolutely 
right. A perfect 
example of that 
insanity is educa-
tion in general and 
particularly black 
education.

Education Next has recently 
published a series commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of 
James S. Coleman’s ground-
breaking 1965 report, “Equality 
of Educational Opportunity,” 
popularly referred to as the 
“Coleman Report.” In 1965, the 
average black 12th grader placed 
at the 13th percentile of the score 
distribution for whites in math 
and reading. That means 87 per-
cent of white 12th graders scored 
higher than the average black 
12th graders. Fifty years later 
there has been a slight narrow-
ing of the math gap leaving the 
average black 12th-grade stu-
dent at the 19th percentile of the 
white distribution; 81 percent of 
white 12th-grade students score 
higher. The black-white read-
ing gap has narrowed such that 
the average black 12th-grader 
scores at the 22nd percentile of 
the white distribution, meaning 
78 percent of white 12th-graders 
score higher.

Eric A. Hanushek is a senior 
fellow at the Hoover Institution 
at Stanford University and re-
search associate at the National 
Bureau of Economic Research. 
His Education Next contribution 

is “What Matters for Student 
Achievement: Updating Cole-
man on the Influence of Fami-
lies and Schools.” Hanushek 
concludes, “After nearly a half 
century of supposed progress in 
race relations within the United 
States, the modest improve-
ments in achievement gaps since 
1965 can only be called a national 
embarrassment. Put differently, 
if we continue to close gaps at 
the same rate in the future, it 
will be roughly two and a half 
centuries before the black-white 
math gap closes and over one 
and a half centuries until the 
reading gap closes.” I would 
like to know what American, 
particularly a black American, 
can be pleased with that kind of 
progress and the future it holds 
for black people.

Many see smaller class sizes 
and more money as part of the 
general solution to our nation’s 
educational problems. It turns 
out that since 1955 the average 
number of students per teacher 
has fallen from 27 to 16. During 
the same period real per-pupil 
expenditures have increased 
more than fourfold. Today, 
expenditures per pupil in the 
United States exceed those of 
nearly every other country in 
the world. The Program for 
International Student Assess-
ment, or PISA, ranks 15-year-old 
student academic performance 
in 34 OECD countries. In 2012, 
the U.S. students performed 
below average in mathematics 
and ranked 27th. In reading, U.S. 
students ranked 17th; and in 
science, they ranked 20th. Such 
a performance gap suggests that 
smaller class sizes and bigger 
budgets, in and of themselves, 
are not a cure to our nation’s 
educational malaise, particu-

larly that of black students.
The most crucial input for a 

child’s education cannot be pro-
vided by schools, politicians and 
government. As such, continued 
calls for more school resources 
will produce disappointing 
results as they have in the past. 
There are certain minimum 
requirements that must be met 
for any child to do well in school. 
Someone must make the young-
ster do his homework, ensure 
that he gets eight to nine hours 
of sleep, feed him breakfast and 
make sure that he behaves in 
school and respects the teachers. 
If these minimum requirements 
are not met, and by the way they 
can be met even if a family is 
poor, all else is for naught.

What the education establish-
ment can do is to prevent young-
sters who are alien and hostile 
to the educational process from 
making education impossible 
for those who are equipped to 
learn. That is accomplished by 
removing students who pose 
disciplinary problems, but the 
Barack Obama administration is 
even restricting a school’s power 
to do that. You might ask, “Wil-
liams, what are we going to do 
with those expelled students?” 
I do not know, but I do know 
one thing: Black people cannot 
afford to allow them to sabotage 
the education chances of every-
one else.

Walter E. Williams is a profes-
sor of economics at George Mason 
University. To find out more 
about Walter E. Williams and 
read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
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I got two tickets last week. 
Same truck. Same time.

The first ticket was for 
parking on the sidewalk. 

There is a small noncurbed por-
tion of sidewalk 
(not a wheelchair 
access) right in 
front of the news-
paper where I 
work. I regard it 
as a parking space. 
The city does not. 
This is a philo-
sophical dispute.

The second ticket 
was for having an 
expired inspec-
tion sticker on my 
truck. I hadn’t no-
ticed. This is not a dispute, nor 
does it involve any philosophy. 
At best, I can say that a bloated, 
out-of-control government has 
decided to impose arbitrary stan-
dards on my vehicle. If I fail to 
meet their arbitrary standards, 
they confiscate some of my hard-
earned money.

The total for both tickets was 
$70. I considered my options.

I could have decided to vote for 
Donald Trump but, while I am 
white and middle-aged and I was 
angry, I’m not crazy and I do not 
admire the Third Reich. Besides, 
that solution did not promise im-

mediate assistance.
I considered taking action of a 

far more drastic sort.
I figured I could go get a gun, 

and defend this little piece of my 
rights. I don’t own a gun, and I 
don’t have any kind of license 
or permit, but I haven’t been a 
newspaper reporter for 30 years 
without knowing how to buy an 
illegal gun. I live in an economi-
cally depressed urban area. Out 
in the suburbs, you may think 
the government is coming to 
take your guns.

Here in cracked-sidewalk 
America, we know nobody’s run-
ning out of guns anytime soon.

Once I had the gun. I could 
walk six blocks to the army sur-
plus store, grab a set of fatigues 
and pick up an American flag. 
Total cost? Maybe $30. I had that 
on me, and it’s better to spend 
your money on a flag and some 
scraps of a uniform than it is to 
give it to the confiscatory gov-
ernment.

After I had the gun, the uni-
form scraps and the flag, all I 
had to do was “occupy” the piece 
of sidewalk/parking space on 
which my truck was sitting. I 
could say I was doing it to pre-
serve all our freedoms, to make 
clear the will of the founders. 
I have some Native-American 

blood in me on my Pop’s side so, 
if worse came to worse; I could 
always insist I was reclaiming 
my ancestral land.

I was pretty thrilled there for a 
minute. Two hundred bucks for 
a third hand pistol, $30 for the 
scraps of uniform and the flag, 
and I’d be a patriot, ready to die 
for this sacred piece of sidewalk/
parking space.

I didn’t do it, of course. I took 
the ticket off the windshield and, 
that night, I wrote a check for 
$70, and I put it in the envelope 
provided.

You know why?
Because I am one of the people 

who pay. We pay the taxes and 
the tickets. Your slogans may 
sound fierce and your bumper 
sticker may be threatening, but 
the ones who pay run the coun-
try.

To find out more about Marc 
Munroe Dion and read features 
by other Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com. Dion’s latest book, 
“Marc Dion: Vol. I” is a collection 
of his best columns from 2014 and 
is available for Nook and Kindle.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
ATORS.COM
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter policies

How to contact us

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your 
needs, we offer several ways in which you 
may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail at editor@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor. 
We ask you to follow these guidelines:

• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Letters that are unsigned or do not include 
a telephone number or address will not be 
considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

Daily Prayer

Dear Lord, please help us through our day 
and bring us safely through to this evening.	
				    Amen

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers and 
not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Addresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Ted Cruz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• GREG ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative

Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• Larry McLellan, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
	 • JIM DEPAUW — 263-
0008.
  • Carmen Harbour 
— Work: 264-2401.	
	 • raul marquez jr 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
	 • justin myers — 
Home: 263-3771.
	 • STEVE WAGGONER 
— Home: 267-8058.
	 •   — Work: 267-2501.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • KATHRYN WISEMAN, 
County  Judge — Office: 
264-2202.
	 • Oscar Garcia — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • CRAIG BAILEY — 
Office: 816-5270.
	 • Jimmie Long — 432-
267-4224.
	 • John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

Marc 
Dion

Walter E. 
Williams

Education insanity

Resist government control?
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BEST Brands
Prices2309 Scurry St.                                                                                     (432) 267-8491        

ELROD’S FURNITURE
Big Spring’s Oldest, Largest, Finest Furniture Store

My husband 
and I were 
both under 
the age of 20 

when our first daughter 
was born and just enter-
ing our 20s 
when we 
had our 
o t h e r 
daughter.

Luckily 
my par-
ents were 
n e a r b y 
and they 
had years 
of experi-
ence with 
marriage 
and children. One of the 
nicest things they did 
for us was take our 
daughters on Friday 
nights. 

When the girls were 
very young and still in 
diapers, they would take 
them from 5 p.m. until 
around 10 p.m. As they 
got a little older, my par-
ents began to keep them 
Fridays overnight.

While my parents kept 
the kids, Anthony and I 
were able to talk openly, 
go on dates, meet up 
with friends, sit at home 
enjoying a quiet movie 
and just have some time 
together without worry-
ing or chasing little 
ones.

My husband and I 
thought it was amazing 
that my parents would 

offer free babysitting on 
those Friday nights so 
that we could just be 
us.

After a few years 
passed, Anthony joined 
the Army and we moved 
three states away. I 
called my parents often 
to tell them how we were 
all doing, what accom-
plishments the girls had 
mastered lately, and to 
let them know how 
much we missed them.

During these calls, I 
realized what a gift my 
parents had given us for 
those years that they 
watched the girls every 
Friday night like clock-
work. They gave us a 

chance to be worry free 
for a few hours a week 
where we could talk, 
connect, plan our future, 
and dream together.

Anthony and I didn’t 
date for very long (way 
less than my dad’s 2 
year recommendation) 
and we were married 
less than a year when 
we became parents.

My parents knew that 
Anthony and I would 
change drastically 
throughout the first few 
years  of marriage and 
they wanted to make 
sure that we had an 
opportunity to spend 
time together every 
week to reconnect and 

continue to build our 
bond together. 

Many miles away and 
the girls just starting 
school, it took some get-
ting used to not having 
our Friday evenings 
together.

Yes, we were married. 
Yes we had kids. 
However, married with 
children does not guar-
antee a happy home or 
relationship. Children 
and babies can compli-
cate matters. A relation-
ship needs a good solid 
base to support it so that 
when mortgages, jobs, 
children, friends, bills, 
and emotions start to 
overwhelm you, that 

person is standing 
across the room with 
their arms open to help 
comfort you and remind 
you that marriage is a 
team sport. You are 
there to build each other 
up, support one another 
and show unconditional 
love.

That’s what my par-
ents gave to us, a chance 
to learn how to bond and 
connect to one another. 
True, we didn’t have 
them there to take the 
girls anymore, but we 
learned to value the few 
minutes a day when the 
kids were occupied and 
we could talk together.

After almost 17 years 

of marriage and two 
teenagers, we still 
“sneak off” to go to din-
ner or a movie once in a 
while. It is nice to get 
out for a little bit and 
just be together.

I love my daughters 
and there isn’t a thing I 
wouldn’t do for them. 
But one day, they will 
move out, leave us 
behind, and start their 
own adventure. 

Thanks to my parents, 
we know that we need to 
continue to connect 
with each other and 
strengthen our bond. 
That way, when the day 
comes that it is just two 
of us in the house, we 
will still be happy to 
spend time together. 
(Plus both of my daugh-
ters are taller than I am 
so the house is kind of 
evenly matched between 
kids and parents. 
Anthony and I constant-
ly need to strategize on 
how to remain in 
charge.)

In the chaos and fast 
paced life that we lead, 
remember to connect 
and rekindle the bond 
between each other.

Julie Bass is a staff 
writer for the Big Spring 
Herald. She can be 
reached at 263-7331 ext 
232 or by emailing life@ 
bigspringherald.com.

Julie

Bass

Life, love & chaos:

Learning to grow together as a couple 

Coahoma Junior High School students bring 
home numerous awards in academic UIL 

Coahoma — On Dec. 2, 2015, Coaho-
ma Junior High School sent approxi-
mately 80 students to Sonora, Texas 
to compete in the Junior High District 
Academic University Interscholastic 
League (UIL) Meet. 

Other districts in the meet included 
Reagan County, Colorado City, Stan-
ton, and Sonora. 

Participants from sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade competed in 17 academic 
categories: art, music memory, maps, 
graphs & charts, math, listening skills, 
impromptu speaking, social studies, 
spelling, editorial writing, science, 
oral reading, ready writing, number 
sense, modern oratory, calculator 
apps, dictionary skills and chess. 

Highlights from the meet include 
eighth-grader, Keegan Dobbs taking 
first place for the third consecutive 
year and Coahoma ISD placing second 

overall in the 2015 Junior High Aca-
demic UIL District Meet. 

Many of the students competed in one 
or more events and attended numerous 
practice sessions for each leading up to 
the meet. Their hard work and dedica-
tion paid off as 17 students from Coa-
homa Junior High placed first in their 
grade level event, 13 students placed 
second, and 14 students placed third. 

Coahoma Junior High faculty and 
staff members accompanied the par-
ticipants as team coaches, fans and 
cheerleaders. 

“At the end of the day, our students 
learned the value of hard work as 
we, as a school, practiced, competed 
and achieved individual and campus 
goals,” said Justin Lindsey, the Cam-
pus UIL Coordinator.  “In many ways, 
this was one of the best UIL years we 
have had.” 

Coahoma Junior High 
School presented The 
Ash Girl, written by 
T i m b e r l a k e 
Wertenbaker and pub-
lished by Dramatic 
Publishing, at the 
District 5-3A UIL One 
Act Play competition on 
Dec. 3, 2015, in Stanton, 
Texas.

Glenn R. Standly adju-
dicated the event. Mr. 
Standly is a retired edu-
cator. He has directed 
over 100 shows on the 
high school, college and 
community theatre stag-
es. Mr. Standly enjoys 
working with the stu-
dents and seeing what 
talent evolves from their 
hard work. 

The Ash Girl is an 
exciting, encouraging 
tale that is an enjoyable 
parallel to the well-
known Cinderella story. 
It’s fast-paced and adven-
turous while examining 
profound insight about 
love, human nature and 
the importance of self-
belief and perseverance 
— all in the context of a 

well-told children’s 
story. 

“We held auditions the 
first week of September 
and I was pleasantly sur-
prised at the overall 
turn-out. Around 40 stu-
dents came to audition 
for The Ash Girl,” said 
Tabatha Wright, direc-
tor. “We ended up have a 
full cast of 15 actors/
actresses, 5 crew, and 4 
alternates. The majority 
of the students had no 
previous theatre experi-
ence, therefore, we had a 
lot of work ahead of us.” 

“The students exceed-
ed my expectations and 
totally committed to the 
production,” she contin-
ued. “I watched all the 
students grow in confi-
dence, acting ability, and 
camaraderie. Contest 
day was by far my favor-
ite part of the process 
because I watched the 
students shine up there 
on the stage. They did an 
amazing job and they 
knew that they had done 
their best performance 
to date. CJH OAP cast 

members all brought 
home an acting award 
and our stage manger 
brought home a techni-
cal award.”

“The final outcome of 
the contest was disap-
pointing but in my mind 
it’s about the overall pro-
cess. These kids are win-
ners and it was shown 
through their dedication 
and hard work from start 
to finish. We do theatre 
to learn more about our-
selves and others around 
us and the cast and crew 
now have a memory that 
will last a lifetime.” 

All-Star Technical 
Crew: Bari Green.

All-Star Cast: Seth 
Brooks, Julia Cox, Katy 
Manning, Aubrey Green, 
and Emily Bunning, 

Honorable Mention 
All-Star Cast: Jadyn 
Barnes, Alex Bailey, 
Brianna Coskey, Isaiah 
Martin, Colin Daniels, 
Maddie Daniels, 
MaKynlee Overton, 
Maliyah Martinez, Kolt 
Redden, and Hunter 
White.

Coahoma Junior High School students receive 
honors at the UIL one act play competition 

Tough night at the Dorothy

Monday was a 
tough night for 
Howard College 
basketball. Both 
the women and 
men’s team lost 
to New Mexico 
State Junior 
College. At top, 
members of the 
Women’s team 
and Howard 
College cheer-
leaders stand 
during the pre-
game program. 
At right, mem-
bers of the 
Hawks men’s 
team support 
the Hawk wom-
en’s team dur-
ing the Monday 
night game.  

HERALD photos/

Lyndel Moody

Have an idea? Comment? Suggestion?
Contact  the Herald 

at 263-7331 or 
editor@bigspringherald.com
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FAMILY FEATURES 

If you happen to find yourself in a tight spot, borrowing money
can help set you back on the right path. However, doing so
without a full understanding of the facts can hinder your 
finances in the future.

“When faced with a financial emergency, most people don’t think
through how borrowing money might affect them down the line,” said
Susie Irvine, president and CEO, American Financial Services Asso -
ciation Education Foundation. “With so many options available, it’s
relatively easy to get a loan, but the impact on your credit and what 
it actually costs you over time can vary a great deal.”

The two most common types of small-dollar borrowing are tradi -
tional installment loans and payday loans. Knowing the ins and outs
of each type of loan and how they work can help you make the best
decision for your financial situation.

Traditional installment loans are one of the oldest forms
of finance transactions and provide credit to individuals and
families who need access to credit to meet an immediate need,
such as vehicle repairs, household appliances or medical expenses.
Averaging around $1,500, traditional installment loans are “plain
vanilla” loans with transparent, easy-to-understand repayment
terms, due dates and payment amounts – which usually average
$120 per month over a term of about 15 months. With regular,
manageable payments of principal and interest, the borrower has
a clear roadmap out of debt. Best of all, traditional installment
lenders report payment activity to credit bureaus, improv ing a
borrower’s credit score when payments are made on time.

Payday loans are repaid in a single balloon payment at the
end of the loan period. This payment is usually due in less than
30 days and frequently the term is as short as 14 days. Payday
lenders do not assess ability to repay, relying instead on a post -
dated check or similar access to a borrower’s bank account as
assurance the loan will be repaid. If a borrower cannot afford 
to repay a payday loan in full when it comes due, they are left
with no option but to refinance the entire balance of the initial
loan. Although payday loans may appear to provide a quick 
and easy solution, this single, lump-sum payment can lead to
significant problems for the borrower. Payday lenders have 
also been sanctioned in many states, and at the federal level, 
for abusive practices.

To learn more about affordable credit options that are available to
help you better manage your money, visit installmentloanswork.com.

Loan Language
When you take out a loan, it’s impor-
tant to understand the complete cost of
repaying the amount you’ve borrowed.
It’s a good idea to compare offers from
multiple creditors and understanding
these terms will help you calculate the
real cost of borrowing to get the best
deal. Here is a list of common loan terms
from the American Financial Services
Association Education Foundation:
n Amount Financed: The total dollar

amount of the credit that is provided 
to you.

n Annual Percentage Rate or “APR”:
A measure of the cost of credit
expressed as a yearly rate.

n Credit Insurance: Optional insurance
that is designed to repay the debt if the
borrower dies or becomes disabled.

n Finance Charge: The dollar amount
you pay to use credit.

n Fixed Rate Financing: The interest
rate and the payment remains the 
same over the life of the loan. Equal
monthly payments of principal and
interest are made until the debt is 
paid in full.

n Length of Payment: The total number
of months you have to pay the credit
obligation.

n Late Payment Fee: A fee that is
charged when payment is made after
its due date.

n Monthly Payment Amount: The
dollar amount due each month to repay
the credit agreement

Is an Installment Loan Right for You?
When deciding whether to obtain a loan, consider the benefits and responsibilities.
According to the American Financial Services Association Education Foundation, 
an installment loan:
n Obligates future income. You’ll be required to set aside a certain amount of future

income for loan payments.
n Requires discipline. Borrowing wisely means not borrowing more than you can handle.

Don’t let the thrill of buying obligate you to more than you can afford.
n Makes it possible to meet unexpected expenses. The ability to borrow and make

affordable payments can be helpful if an emergency arises that requires extra money.
n Allows you to obtain products and services now and pay for them later. A loan can

provide an opportunity to purchase bigger-ticket items and use them right away.

KEYS TO CREDIT SUCCESS
The American Financial Services Association
Education Foundation offers this advice to help
ensure that your interests are protected when 
you borrow money:
Budget your money. Provide your monthly
spending plan when you meet with creditors. 
It will help them make a responsible decision
about the amount of credit you can afford.
Don’t overextend. Be sure you can pay back the
loan. Don’t bite off more than you can chew.

Get personal. If possible, borrow from some -
one you actually can see and talk to in person.
Get comfortable with the lender, and let the
lender get comfortable with you.
Shop. Compare costs. Shop for credit like 
you would shop for anything else.
Beware of “now or never” offers. If it’s a
good deal, it will probably still be there after
you’ve had time to think about it. Don’t be
pressured into making a quick decision.

Ask questions. Don’t sign on the line until all
your questions have been answered.
Read the contract. Don’t sign a contract that
you don’t understand or has any blanks. A
signed contract with blanks can be completed 
as anyone wishes and it will be legally binding.
Keep your contract in a safe place. It’s impor -
tant to keep all paperwork relating to your credit
obligations. If questions come up later, you’ll
have your agreement in writing.

Make your payments on time and in
full. This is one of the best ways to build
a good credit history. 
Additional products are not required 
to get a consumer loan. Optional
products that may be offered for pur -
chase with your loan include motor 
club membership, term insurance or
warranties.

www.bigspringherald.com
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By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Nelly Toll was 8 
years old when she and her mother 
went into hiding in 1943 in Poland to 
escape the Nazis’ death camps. The 
Jewish girl spent long hours in her 
tiny hideaway at a Christian family’s 
home writing stories, keeping a diary 
and creating wonderful, bright paint-
ings of a lost world.

Today, her art is on display in the 
center of Berlin at a special exhibi-
tion of Art from the Holocaust that 
opened at the German Historical 
Museum on Monday.

“I hope that generations to come 
will look at this and know what atroc-
ities made me do this,” Toll told The 
Associated Press at the opening.

Toll’s paintings are among 100 art-
works created by Jewish artists dur-
ing the Holocaust on display, the first 
time the collection from the Yad 
Vashem memorial in Jerusalem has 
been shown outside Israel.

The exhibition includes work by 
Jewish artists in hiding, in concen-
tration and labor camps, and in ghet-
tos. Of the 50 artists featured, 24 were 
killed by the Nazis. Alongside the 
mostly unknown names are acclaimed 
artists such as Felix Nussbaum and 
Ludwig Meidner.

Toll is the only artist represented in 
the show who is still alive. One of her 
paintings, “Girls in the Field,” shows 
two girls, dressed in bright blue, red 
and yellow-dotted dresses walking 
across a sunny lawn confined by lush 
green trees.

“I made 60 paintings while in hid-
ing and all of them express happi-
ness,” said Toll, who lost her father 
and brother in the Holocaust. She 
emigrated to the United States with 
her mother after the war.

Like many Jews who created art 
while being surrounded by death, 
fear and suffering, painting was a 
way for Toll to break free and escape 
from the Holocaust’s harsh reality to 

imaginary places of beauty and hap-
piness.

“I would have conversations with 
the characters in my paintings for 
hours,” Toll remembered.

Not all the works show an escape 
into a happy imagination. Some art-
works are shocking in their depic-
tions of life in the ghetto, daily dis-
crimination and fear of being killed 
by the Nazis.

Halina Olomucki’s 1939 pencil 
work, “After the Shearing of the 
Beards,” shows two orthodox men 
with bandages around their heads 
after their beards had been torn or 
burned off by Germans in the Warsaw 
ghetto.

Leo Haas’ “Transport from Vienna” 
shows the arrival of a train full of 
elderly Jews at the Theresienstadt 
ghetto in 1942. Painted in dark, mono-
chrome India ink, people with faces 
like hollow skulls can be seen tum-
bling out of cattle cars, many lying 
lifeless on the ground as a soldier 

keeps pulling more people off the 
train.

The show’s curator, Yad Vashem’s 
Eliad Moreh-Rosenberg, called the 
creation of art during the Holocaust 
an “uncompromising act of resis-
tance” by artists in mortal danger.

It was very difficult for the artists to 
get painting supplies, but despite that 
and their appalling living conditions 
they managed to portray life during 
the Shoah, fighting their dehuman-
ization by the Nazis and leaving 
behind painted witness accounts, 
Moreh-Rosenberg said.

Among the most touching works is 
a postcard painted in 1941 by both 
Karl Robert Bodek and Kurt Conrad 
Loew while at the Gurs camp in 
southwestern France, which was 
then under the Vichy regime that col-
laborated with the Nazis.

Titled “One Spring,” the watercolor 
shows a bright yellow butterfly sit-
ting on top of black barbed wire, free 
to fly wherever it desires, while the 
two artists were confined to the dark 
barracks of the camp depicted at the 
bottom of the painting.

Bodek was killed a year later in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, while Loew 
survived and died in his birth city of 
Vienna in 1980.

Chancellor Angela Merkel, who was 
to officially inaugurate the show on 
Monday night, said on her weekly 
podcast released over the weekend 
that such exhibitions are still critical 
for educating younger Germans about 
the Holocaust.

“It reminds us that we have an 
enduring responsibility for what has 
been done in the past...” she said. “I 
think it is very, very important that 
every generation reacquaints itself 
with Germany’s history.”

Merkel specifically cited fears 
raised by German Jewish leaders 
about a possible rise in anti-Semitism 
with the arrival of nearly 1.1 million 
migrants last year.

“We have to deal with it, especially 
among young people whose family 
background is from countries where 
hatred of Israel and the hatred of 
Jews is widespread,” she said.

The exhibition runs through April 
3.

Exhibit of Jewish artists’ Holocaust works opens in Berlin

 AP Photo/Michael Sohn

The picture ‘Death In The Getto’ by Otto Ungar is displayed as part of the exhibition ‘Art from the 
Holocaust - 100 Works from the Yad Vashem Collection’ at the German Historic Museum in Berlin, 
Germany, Monday, Jan. 25, 2016.

A L B U Q U E R Q U E , 
N.M. (AP) — It has been 
a year since two pilots 
from the U.S. and Russia 
lifted off from Japan 
with the aim of flying 
farther and longer in 
their gas balloon than 
anyone in history.

They did it, and a doc-
umentary about their 
record-breaking flight 
across the Pacific Ocean 
will premiere Feb. 6 in 
Albuquerque.

The city and the 
A n d e r s o n - A b r u z z o 
A l b u q u e r q u e 
International Balloon 
Museum produced the 
film, which was com-
piled from hours of 
video gathered before 
and after the Two Eagles 
flight.

The filmmakers said 
one of the challenges 
was the shortage of foot-
age from launch prepa-
rations in Japan and the 
flight itself.

Pilots Troy Bradley 
and Leonid Tiukhtyaev 

took photos and video 
while aloft, but much of 
the material was lost 
when they touched 
down just off the coast 
of Baja, Mexico. Some of 
the team’s memory 
cards were rendered 
unreadable after being 
exposed to the salt 
water.

Bradley has previewed 
the film.

“It was really nice 
because I got a totally 
different perspective 
than from where I was 
at,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of filming within the 
command center, the 
crew once they arrived 
in Mexico before we 
landed, a bunch of stuff 
I had never seen.”

Filmmaker Bert 
Johnson said for the 
parts where footage was 
sparse, the crew used 
the best resources avail-
able: Bradley and 
Tiukhtyaev.

“After all, they lived 
it,” he said. “This is the 

story of their adventure, 
told by them.”

The two pilots trav-
eled more than 6,650 
miles (10,700 kilometers) 
and for a duration of 160 
hours and 34 minutes.

The flight ended just 
after sunrise on Jan. 31, 
2015, when the Two 
Eagles balloon touched 
down a few miles off the 
coast, about 300 miles 
north of Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico.

The men beat a 137-
hour duration record 
set in 1978 by the Double 
Eagle crew in a cross-
Atlantic flight. They 
also exceeded the dis-
tance record of 5,209 
miles set by the Double 
Eagle V team during the 
first trans-Pacific flight 
in 1981.

Documentary on record-breaking 
balloon flight to premiere

By ALISON MUTLER
Associated Press

BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) — 
Romania’s crackdown on corruption 
and fraud in recent years has created 
a sudden and unexpected literary 
boom, as prisoners publish hundreds 
of non-fiction books on subjects as 
varied as soccer, real estate, God and 
gemstones.

It’s quite a feat for inmates with no 
access to books or the Internet, often 
without tables in their cells. Reports 
that one book, of 212 pages, was writ-
ten in seven hours, has only increased 
suspicions that the improbable trea-
tises are often ghost-written or pla-
giarized.

Under Romanian law, prisoners 
can have their sentences reduced by 
30 days for every “scientific work” 
they publish, subject to a judge’s 
decision on whether the book merits 
it. Prisoners pay publishing houses 
to print their works — though they 
won’t be found in any bookshop.

The law dates from the communist 
era and was aimed at imprisoned 
intellectuals who were not suitable 
for manual labor. Skilled manual 
workers are able to work to reduce 
their sentences.

Until recently only a handful of 
such books were published, but in 
2014 that rose to 90 — and in 2015 it 
spiraled to 340.

Prosecutors are investigating 
whether rich and well-connected 
convicts are paying university pro-
fessors — who are required to 
approve the subjects of the books — 
or others to write them for them.

A prosecutors’ statement cited the 
case of the 212-page book written by 
an unidentified prisoner in under 
seven hours, as well as a 180-page 
book written in 12 hours.

Laura Stefan, an analyst at the 
Expert Forum think tank, which 
promotes transparency and good 
governance, says the “scientific 
works” coming out of Romania’s 
jails have more to do with the wealth 
and influence of the inmates than 
their literary talent.

“What we are seeing ... is the result 
of high-level people ending up in jail. 
These very powerful people are also 

rich and they can afford to have 
high-quality counsel, lawyers who 
teach them how to use the legisla-
tion,” she told The Associated Press.

“The quality of the work is poor, 
and some are bluntly copied.”

Allegations of plagiarism against 
ministers and high-ranking figures 
are commonplace in Romania, yet 
rarely investigated. A university 
panel in 2012 found that former 
Prime Minister Victor Ponta  plagia-
rized his 2003 doctoral thesis,

Justice Minister Raluca Pruna has 
called for the law to be abolished in 
an emergency ordinance.

“I noticed a very large growth (in 
publications) in a very short space of 
time,” Pruna told the AP. “It was 
clear the procedure had not been 
applied in a strict manner.”

She favors new legislation that 
would put writing a book on a par 
with activities such as painting and 
theater, which would together be 
taken into consideration when rul-
ing on early release.

The books are generally highly spe-
cialized or full of photos and short on 
text and would pass unnoticed were 
it not for the high-profile authors ‚Äî 
including former Prime Minister 
Adrian Nastase, a football club owner 
and a TV mogul — or the fact they 
were apparently penned on a prison 
bed.

Nastase, who published prolifically 
before he served two prison sentenc-
es for corruption, wrote two books 
while in jail. He declined to be inter-
viewed for this article.

However, graphic artist Marina 
Popovici, one of those sentenced 
alongside Nastase in 2012 for money-
laundering and complicity to abuse 
of the public interest, praised the 
law and said it gave well-educated 
prisoners something productive to 
do.

“As a person who was active, I 
wanted to do something so as not to 
waste my time,” she said, clutching 
her book, “Precious Colored 
Gemstones.” She said she was given 
supervised access to a computer and 
insisted she wrote the book herself. 

Romania probes hundreds of 
books written by prisoners
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By DAVID WARREN
Associated Press

DALLAS (AP) — Tucked into a hill-
side not far from a popular nature 
preserve, the private Austin Waldorf 
School touts its individualized learn-
ing and emphasis on moral purpose. 
But the school with an enrollment of 
nearly 400 is different in another way: 
Nearly half its students forgo vacci-
nations, one of the highest rates in 
Texas.

Four years ago fully half its stu-
dents received a “conscientious 
exemption” from at least one of the 
federally recommended vaccinations, 
a rate that’s since dipped slightly to 
48 percent, according to figures pro-
vided by the Texas Department of 
State Health Services.

The school is a striking example of 
a statewide rise in exemptions that 
concerns public health officials and 
runs contrary to efforts in California 
and elsewhere to ensure more stu-

dents are immunized.
Texas is one of 18 states that allow 

parents to cite religion or personal 
beliefs in exempting their school-age 
children from vaccination. In 2007 
there were more than 10,000 students 
exempted and that number soared to 
nearly 41,000 in the last school year. 
Texas began allowing exemptions for 
reasons of conscience in 2003. A year 
later, some 3,000 students had received 
one.

“I’m mostly concerned about par-
ents who request personal exemp-
tions based on reasons of conscience 
but in fact they’re making that choice 
based on misinformation they’ve got-
ten from other sources or perhaps 
someone outside the medical commu-
nity,” said Dr. Justin Smith, a pedia-
trician with Cook Children’s Health 
Care System in Fort Worth.

While students who aren’t fully vac-
cinated account for less than 1 per-
cent of the 5.2 million students 

enrolled in Texas 
public or charter 
schools, the rising 
trend of exemptions 
has some medical 
experts worried 
about outbreaks of 
disease.

Those fears were 
highlighted when a 
child who had trav-
eled abroad went to 
school early this 
month in a Dallas 
suburb and later 
showed signs of 
measles. It was the 
first reported case 
of the highly conta-
gious virus in Texas 
in this new year. 
Measles cases in the 
U.S. are unusual, 
although there were 
667 reported cases 
in 2014, mainly due 
to an outbreak that 
occurred primarily 
among unvaccinat-
ed Amish commu-
nities in Ohio, 
according to the 
federal Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Smith believes that social media 
are playing a role in the rise in exemp-
tions.

“There’s more a trend in discussing 
these issues in social media or dis-
cussing them interpersonally with 
other parents and it kind of becomes 
a group mentality,” he said.

Dawn Richardson, a co-founder of 
the Texas-based Parents Requesting 
Open Vaccine Education, said more 
parents are opting to spread out when 
their children receive a range of vac-
cinations rather than when a physi-
cian or school dictates it must be 
done. Parents also are concerned with 
the increase over the years in the 
number of vaccines and the dosages 
that are given, she said. There were 
13 vaccinations recommended by the 
CDC last year, up from six in 1995, 
according to Dr. Amanda Cohn with 
the CDC.

“Parents are trying to make better 
decisions and actually tailor the vac-

cine schedule according to their 
child,” Richardson said.

Critics contend vaccination can 
result in disabling side effects — most 
notably in the form of autism, a con-
nection scientific research has 
debunked — but Smith and other 
health experts note the overwhelm-
ing science points to wide-ranging 
benefits from immunization.

He said while the vaccination rate 
in Texas remains high, if the rate 
were to drop to 90 percent or lower 
then outbreaks of disease could 
become alarming.

Kathy McElveen, interim director 
of the Austin Waldorf School, said 
any decision on vaccinating students 
is left to the parents and that the 
school complies with all state-man-
dated health standards.

“Just because somebody sought an 
exemption doesn’t mean that a stu-
dent isn’t immunized,” she said, 
explaining that a parent may opt to 
immunize for measles or chickenpox, 
but not another disease, such as hepa-
titis.

The exemption rate in Texas is com-
parable to other large states. In 
Florida, which allows for a religious 
exemption but not one based on per-
sonal beliefs, 1.8 percent of kinder-
garten students last year had an 
exemption while just over 1 percent 
of seventh-graders did.

Just over 3 percent of kindergarten 
students in California were exempted 
two years ago and that number 
dropped to 2.54 percent before law-
makers last year adopted a bill that 
only allows for medical exemptions. 
That action came after an outbreak of 
measles at Disneyland sickened more 
than 100.

California joined Mississippi and 
West Virginia as the three states 
allowing only medical exemptions.

Dr. Ryan Van Ramshorst, a pedia-
trician in San Antonio and member 
of the Texas Medical Association, 
said he wishes “we were living in a 
day and age where laws like that 
wouldn’t be necessary.” But he said 
more must be done to ensure children 
are fully vaccinated.

“We’re going to reach a critical 
mass in Texas where we’re going to 
have outbreaks if parents don’t vac-
cinate their children,” he said.

Texas health officials wary of rise in unvaccinated students

Lukas Keapproth/Austin American-Statesman via AP

This Feb. 5, 2015 photo shows a school sign at Austin Waldorf School in from 
Austin, Texas. Nearly half of the 400 students enrolled in the school forgo vac-
cinations, one of the highest rates in Texas. 

Texas in brief
Teen suspended for 
helping friend won’t 
return to school

KILLEEN, Texas (AP) — A 
Texas teenager who was sus-
pended from school after 
helping a classmate who was 
having an asthma attack 
won’t return to the school, 
the teen’s mother said 
Monday.

Mandy Cortes said she will 
home-school her 15-year-old 
rather than have him return 
to Gateway Middle School in 
Killeen.

Anthony Ruelas was sus-
pended for a day last week 
when he disobeyed his teach-
er by picking up his class-
mate and leaving the class-
room to carry her to the 
nurse’s office.

The teacher had emailed 
the nurse when the girl began 
suffering the attack and fell 
to the floor. A disciplinary 
form explained that the teach-

er was awaiting a response 
from the nurse when Anthony 
uttered an expletive about 
not waiting and picked up the 
girl, Cortes said.

School officials did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment Monday. 
The Killeen school district 
last week issued a statement 
that read, in part, that the 
district “applauds the efforts 
of students who act in good 
faith to assist others in times 
of need.”

Cortes said the girl later 
told her son that she’s OK 
and that she doesn’t remem-
ber being carried to the 
nurse’s office.

“I was proud of him for the 
way he handled the situa-
tion,” Cortes said, saying her 
son has a big heart.

Cortes said she’s been frus-
trated with the school as 
Anthony has worked to over-
come a learning disability 
and last week’s suspension 

persuaded her to home-school 
him. She may try to enroll 
him in a public school next 
school year.

    
Texas ‘weather nerd’ 
came to NYC to see 
storm firsthand

NEW YORK (AP) — Texans 
Steve and Kathleen 
Yarborough weren’t quite 
like the other travelers stuck 
in New York this weekend: 
They came to the city because 
of the big snowstorm.

“I’m a weather nerd,” the 
husband said in an upbeat 
tone Monday as the couple 
waited for a return flight to 
Houston. “I came out to see 
the storm.”

Steve Yarborough, a Texas 
born and bred aviation data 
specialist, said that in 
Houston, the closest he gets 
to snow is on the aviation 
maps he pores over.

When he saw the weekend 

storm building up, he said he 
and his wife booked a flight 
to see it firsthand. They got 
onto the last United Airlines 
flight to leave Houston for 
New York.

“People thought we were 
crazy,” he said. “We played 
in the snow all day Saturday. 
Walked down Park Avenue 
in the middle of the storm. 
We walked all over the city.”

On Monday, the couple 
waited at LaGuardia Airport. 
Their morning flight was 
canceled but they were able 
to get booked standby on an 
afternoon flight.

And it was worth it.
“I just like snow, because 

we don’t see it,” he said. “I 
just think it’s incredible.”

Former NFL star Vince 
Young arrested for 
drunken driving

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — 

Police say former NFL quar-
terback Vince Young has 
been arrested on charges of 
drunken driving in Austin, 
Texas.

Travis County jail records 
show that the 32-year-old for-
mer Texas star was booked 
shortly after midnight 
Monday on a misdemeanor 
charge of driving while intox-
icated. His bond was set at 
$2,000.

Austin police spokesman 
Ivan Ramos said Young was 
stopped late Sunday north of 
downtown. An arrest affida-
vit says Young’s speech was 
mumbled and slurred. Young 
was pulled over after an offi-
cer saw his car allegedly drift-
ing and changing speeds on 
Interstate 35.

Young played six seasons in 
the NFL, most of it with the 
Tennessee Titans, after a bril-
liant career at Texas that 
included a national title in 
2005. 
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Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Girl’s basketball
Big Spring at Lamesa, 6:30 p.m.
Reagan Co. at Coahoma, 6:30 p.m.
Irion Co. at Forsan, 6:30 p.m.
Bronte at Garden City, 6:30 p.m.
Sands at Klondike, 6:30 p.m.

Boy’s basketball
Big Spring at Lamesa, 8 p.m.
Reagan Co. at Coahoma, 8 p.m.
Irion Co. at Forsan, 8 p.m.
Bronte at Garden City, 8 p.m.
Sands at Klondike, 8 p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, 
ext. 235, or e-mail reporter@bigspringherald.com

HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

The referee tosses up the ball to begin the Howard College-New Mexico Junior College 
women’s basketball game Monday night at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. New Mexico swept 
Howard Monday, taking the women’s game by a score of 54-35, and the men’s game by an 
88-79 score.

Broncos heap praise on Carolina
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) — 

Nothing but compliments for Cam 
Newton after completely bashing 
Tom Brady.

And no, this nasty Denver Bron-
cos defense hasn’t suddenly turned 
soft. They’re simply playing nice 
with theSuper Bowl still two weeks 
away.

The pleasantries seem tame after 
all the trash talking Denver did be-
fore the New England game. The 
Broncos called Brady a crybaby 
for complaining to the officials 

over calls. They also accused tight 
end Rob Gronkowski of constantly 
pushing off to get open.

On Sunday, they backed up their 
words by constantly harassing 
Brady in a 20-18 win over the Patri-
ots to earn a spot in Super Bowl 50 
against Carolina (17-1).

Now, the Broncos (14-4) are pull-
ing out the respect card, especially 
when it comes to Newton.

“He’s probably the most danger-
ous quarterback in the NFL right 
now,” Pro  Bowl  cornerback Aqib 

Talib said.
Outside linebacker DeMarcus 

Ware heaped plenty of praise on 
Newton, too.

“You can’t rush timid because if 
you do that, he’s one of those pocket 
quarterbacks that can get the ball 
deep down the field,” said Ware, 
whose team will wear their white 
road uniforms on Feb. 7 in their re-
cord-tying eighth  Super  Bowl  ap-
pearance. “You have to be able 

See PRAISE, Page 15

Curry unstoppable as Warriors dismantle Spurs
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) 

— Stephen Curry and the 
dominant Warriors aren’t 
just beating teams anymore, 
they’re throwing staggering 
knockout punches against 
the NBA’s best — make that 
second-best.

In a span of eight days, 
Golden State has 30-point 
wins over Cleveland, Chicago 
and San Antonio.

Curry scored 37 points and 
hit six 3-pointers in three 
scintillating quarters Mon-
day night, and the reigning 
champions showed they still 

rule the West by routing the 
Spurs 120-90.

“No moment’s too big, obvi-
ously,” Curry said. “We know 
this is just another regular-
season game, but there was 
some hype around it. Every 
time we have an opportunity 
to prove who we are and take 
another step in the journey, 
we’re ready for it. It wasn’t al-
ways that way. This core has 
been together for a while and 
understands how to mentally 
prepare for nights like this.”

The NBA MVP had 15 points 
in the opening quarter, 18 in 

the third and shot 12 for 20 in 
Golden State’s 39th straight 
home win at raucous Oracle 
Arena, where a star-studded 
sellout crowd saw a lopsided 
showdown in what was billed 
as a potential Western Con-
ference finals preview.

The Warriors (41-4) snapped 
a 13-game winning streak 
by the Spurs (38-7), off to the 
best start in franchise history 
but without Tim Duncan this 
time. The teams had the high-
est combined winning per-
centage in NBA history for 
opponents meeting at least 40 

games into the season.
Curry galloped down the 

court and pounded his chest 
after his second straight 
3-pointer and 10th consecu-
tive point put Golden State 
up 76-56 with 7:55 to go in 
the third. It was his 1,400th 
career 3 and he became the 
26th player in NBA history to 
reach that mark.

Chants of “M-V-P!” came 
from every corner of the are-
na as Curry did it all for his 
highest-scoring total in 17 
games against San Antonio 
— knocking down 3s from 

the baseline and hitting from 
30 feet well beyond the arc. 
Coming off his second triple-
double of the season when he 
banked in a half-court shot 
Friday against Indiana, the 
dynamic point guard had 
three steals early in the game 
to set the defensive tone. And 
the Warriors didn’t relent af-
ter building a 62-47 halftime 
lead.

All-Star forward Kawhi 
Leonard scored 16 points for 
the sloppy Spurs, with Har-

See SPURS, Page 15

Harden, Ariza lead
Rockets past Pelicans

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Trev-
or Ariza bothered the New Or-
leans Pelicans with his defense. 
He beat them with his offense.

Ariza had a season-high 31 
points and James Harden scored 
35, leading the hot-shooting 
Houston Rockets past the short-
handed New Orleans Pelicans 
112-111 on Monday night.

The Pelicans played the sec-
ond half without All-Star for-
ward Anthony Davis, who had 
only nine points on 4-of-9 shoot-
ing with Ariza as his primary 
defender before leaving late in 
the second quarter after getting 
elbowed in the head by team-
mate Tyreke Evans.

“I’m sure he (Davis)’ll go 
through the (concussion) proto-
col,” New Orleans coach Alvin 
Gentry said. “We’ll find out lat-
er on exactly what the situation 
is.”

Houston, which did not have 
center Dwight Howard for the 
third straight game due to a left 
ankle sprain, hit a season-high 
19 3-pointers. Ariza connected 
on his first six 3s, finished with 

eight and went 11 for 16 overall 
one night after scoring what 
was then a season-best 29 on 11-
of-15 shooting against Dallas.

“I’m just making shots,” he 
said. “I don’t think I am re-
ally doing anything different. 
What’s been working for us is 
the game has more of a flow to 
it. The ball’s been moving a lot 
better than it has previously.”

The Rockets have lacked a con-
sistent scorer to complement 
Harden, but Ariza is emerging 
as an all-around threat.

“He’s a monster,” Harden 
said. “He doesn’t get enough 
credit.”

Jrue Holiday scored a season-
high 32 points for the Pelicans, 
adding nine assists and six re-
bounds. He had a chance to win 
the game after New Orleans got 
the ball with 4.7 seconds left. 
Out of timeouts, the Pelicans 
had to go the length of the court, 
and Holiday’s contested 35-foot 
shot at the buzzer did not come 
close.

See ROCKETS, Page 15

MLB looks at adjusting strike zone
NEW YORK (AP) — Base-

ball’s strike zone could be 
getting a slight lift.

Major League Baseball is 
studying whether to raise 
the bottom of the strike 
zone from the hollow be-
neath the kneecap back to 
the top of the kneecap.

“I’m not in a position to 
predict whether it’s go-
ing to happen or not,” Rob 
Manfred said during an in-
terview with The Associat-
ed Press on Monday on his 
first anniversary as base-
ball commissioner. “I think 
that the interest in the topic 
is really driven by the fact 
that if you look over time 
there has been a movement 
down of the strike zone, 
largely as a result of the 
way we evaluate the strike 
zone with umpires.”

Strike zone data was in-
cluded in a presentation 
given to owners last week 
at their meeting in Coral 
Gables, Florida. An agree-
ment with the players’ asso-
ciation would be necessary 
to make a change for this 
year, and baseball officials 
said the matter is likely to 

be discussed during col-
lective bargaining, which 
would delay any change 
until 2017.

The strike zone extended 
to the top of the kneecap 
through the 1995 season, 
then was dropped to its cur-
rent level.

“The umpires have done a 
great job calling the strike 
zone as we want it called,” 
Manfred said. “The ques-
tion is whether we ought to 
make an adjustment.”

Consideration of an al-
teration comes following a 
decade-and-a-half decline 
in offense. There was an 
uptick during the second 
half last season.

“The bottom to the top 
of the knees is only a mat-
ter of a couple inches, so 
it wouldn’t be a big adjust-
ment for anybody,” San 
Francisco Giants shortstop 
Brandon Crawford said 
in an email. “But, it may 
help hittersmentally know-
ing that the zone is a little 
smaller (even if only by 
a couple inches). It could 
help us check off pitches 
that look like they might be 

at the bottom of the zone but 
are sinking even lower.”

Without bottom-of-the-
zone strikes, pitchers would 
have to adjust.

“Obviously, raising the 
strike zone provides more 
opportunity for  hitters  to 
create lift, leading to more 
doubles and homers, and 
runs — which probably gen-
erates more eyeballs watch-
ing the sport,” Los Angeles 
Angels closer Huston Street 
said in an email.

On other topics:
FIRST REGULAR SEA-

SON GAMES IN LONDON 
IN 2017

“We are very interested 
in playing there, and we’re 
working hard on that one,” 
Manfred said. “I don’t think 
it will be an opener because 
of the weather issues. It 
would be later in the sea-
son.”

Baseball has been looking 
at the new Olympic Stadi-
um as a possible venue. He 
wouldn’t discuss the possi-
bility of shifting a high-pro-
file matchup to England, 

See MLB, Page 15

Old rivals meet
in semifinals

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Top-
ranked Novak Djokovic will play No. 3 Rog-
er Federer in a blockbuster semifinal match 
at the  Australian  Open. It will be the 45th 
installment in a riveting rivalry that is so 
equally split that they are tied with 22 wins 
each.

It’s a rematch of last year’s final at the 
U.S.  Open  and Wimbledon, both of which 
Djokovic won in thrilling nailbiters.

It will be their 15th matchup at a Grand 
Slam tournament, more than any other pair 
of men in tennis’  Openera, which dates to 
1968. Djokovic and Rafael Nadal have played 
each other 13 times at majors, Federer and 
Nadal 11 and John McEnroe and Ivan Lendl 
10.

But more than just numbers, it is a tanta-
lizing rematch that holds great importance 
to both players.

For Federer, who owns a record 17 Grand 
Slam titles, it offers a chance to prove that 
his best is not entirely behind him. He is 
34, which means that time really is running 
out.
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 1 of 5 - Very Hard

2 9 1 4 3 6 8 5 7

5 8 6 2 1 7 4 9 3

4 7 3 8 5 9 6 2 1

8 3 4 9 2 5 1 7 6

1 2 7 6 4 3 5 8 9

9 6 5 1 7 8 3 4 2

6 1 9 5 8 2 7 3 4

7 4 8 3 9 1 2 6 5

3 5 2 7 6 4 9 1 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas State Veterans Home is seeking the following positions:

• CNA
$1,000 Sign On Bonus

We offer benefits that include:  Vacation time, 401(k) matching, paid health insurance, dental, vision, 
bonus plan and marketplace chaplains, bonus plans for all team members, PTO and paid holidays.

Apply At:
1809 N. Hwy. 87 •  Big Spring, Texas 79720 268304

(432) 263-1284                                                             110 W. Marcy
 Big Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

2760091702 WASSON ROAD

LARGE custom built home nestled on an estate like setting. A 4 bedroom, 4 
bath and a formal living area. Sequestered master bedroom has dual sinks, 
separate closets and separate tub. Zoned central gas and central electric. A 2 
car carport, circle drive and parking pad. Property is completely fenced with 
workshop, corrals, barns, and a shed. There are 4-active water wells on the 
property. Home has a custom metal roof. Lots of room for animals and a 
beautiful view of the golf course and south mountain. Close to Wal-Mart, 
shopping, VA Hospital and Scenic Mountain Medical Center and the Federal 
Prison, plus city and State Park.
Please Call Charles Smith at (432) 466-1613 for an appointment today.

 

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2015 GMC 4X4 Crew
14K Miles.

 PONTIAC GMC
www.shroyermotorcompany.com

424 E. 3RD  •  BIG SPRING, TEXAS 
  263-7625     432-770-1212    888-263-0017

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

$33,995

2015 LTZ
 Loaded. 14K Miles.

$25,995

$39,995

2014 Denali XL
72K Miles.

2015 GMC 
Sierra 4X4

Work Truck. 10K Miles.

2015 Toyota 4 Runner
4X4

Loaded. 1,900 Miles.

$44,995

$39,995

275036

Garage Sales
Big Country Estate Sales

Professionals

No sale too big or small.
Serving Colorado City,
Snyder, Big Spring, and
Sweetwater

Tricia Raff
432-631-3969
Donna Lawrence
325-242-4905

Help Wanted
Appraiser – Howard CAD

Howard County Appraisal
District is seeking qualified
applicants for the position of
Appraiser. The successful
applicant will do office and
field work associated with the
appraisal of residential, rural,
commercial and personal
property in HCAD.
Candidates must have
organizational skills, along
with effective communication
and people skills. A high
school diploma is the
minimum educational
requirement, college
preferred. RPA registration
with Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation is
preferred. Previous appraisal
experience and knowledge of
a CAMA software system is
preferred.

Must be physically able to
complete on site
measurement and inspection
of property over rough and
uneven terrain, as well as
stand and/or sit for extended
periods of time. Position
requires bending, reaching,
lifting heavy file boxes and
moving up and down steps
and steep grades.

Salary will be commensurate
with experience. The
Appraisal District provides
excellent Health Insurance,
Life Insurance, Long Term
Disability and 401A
Retirement Plan, and
optional 457b Deferred
Comp. Retirement Plan.

Howard County Appraisal
District is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.
Resumes will be accepted
until position is filled.

Mail resume to:

Ronny Babcock, RPA, RTA/C
Chief Appraiser
Howard County Appraisal
District
PO Drawer 1151
Big Spring, TX 79721-1151

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting #298933 &
#303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting #298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assist-
ants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or
Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.cpa.texas.
gov/ENG/careerportal/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87,
Big Spring, TX 79720

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently hiring for
the following positions:
Non-Certified/
Certified Nurse Aides
We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great
Family working
environment!
Please apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Help Wanted

DRIVERS (Big Spring) for
Standard Energy Services.
· Hot Oil Truck Driver. Class
A CDL with hazmat
endorsement.

· Vac Truck Driver. Class A
CDL with tanker
endorsement.

Experience required. Call
Glen at 806-777-0876. EEO

Looking for a receptionist/
medical assistant for busy
medical office. Must be
dependable and punctual.
Will offer on the job training.
Bilingual a plus. Apply in
person at 1501 W. 11th Place
Suite 304. Call 432-714-4500
if directions needed.

INHOME CARE, INC.

Immediate opening for
LVN/Registered Nurses
Join our dynamic team of
Home Healthcare
professionals. Home Health
or related experience a plus.

We offer:
Great Pay
Great Benefits Package
Great Work Environment
Fulltime or PRN

Apply in person @
1104 Scurry,
Big Spring TX 79720
Call 432-263-0030 or
fax resume to 432-263-0773

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE Store now
hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Now hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers. Must have one year
current experience. Must be
able to commute to Tarzan.
For further info please call
432-631-1994.

Now hiring! No experience
necessary. Apply in person at
Klassic Cleaners 2107 South
Gregg St. No phone calls
please!

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently looking for
Charge Nurses who are
motivated, caring and love
the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehabilitation is now
accepting applications for a
RN/LVN MDS Coordinator.
Must have experience in long
term care. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!
You can apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Pollard Chevrolet parts
department is taking
applications for counter sales
and other duties. Must have
experience in auto part sales,
computer and phone skills,
and be able to multi-task.
Benefits include health
insurance, 401 k, and paid
vacation. Apply at
1501 E 4th St. 432-267-7421.

SHELL STAR STOP is
looking for New Team
Members. Full & Part time
employees needed. Apply in
person at any Shell Star Stop
in Big Spring. Excellent
wages!
Drug free environment.

Vacuum Truck Operators
Wanted

Location between Big Spring/
Lamesa. Class A CDL and
experience required.
Overtime, Health Insurance &
New Equipment. Please call
Greg at 432-248-1477 or
email
greg@native-transport.com.

Help Wanted

The CRMWD is accepting
applications for following
positions:

Central Control Operator –
Responsible for monitoring
water flows, pressures, and
tank levels using SCADA
system. Perform
administrative support
including recording readings,
monitoring phones and basic
data entry. Basic computer
skills including Excel needed.
This position involves shift
work.

Meter Technician /
Electronics Assistant –
Responsible for installing,
repairing, and calibrating
flow, level, and pressure
metering equipment.
Position also provides
assistance in repair of
communication equipment
supporting the Districtʼs
SCADA system.
Intermediate level position
with basic understanding of
electronics/electricity needed.

CRMWD is an equal
opportunity employer.
Benefits include health
insurance, retirement plans,
and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
are available at the Districtʼs
office, 400 E. 24TH Street,
Big Spring, Texas 79720, by
calling (432) 267-6341 or
crmwd.org

Items for Sale

Firewood - Seasoned oak
and mesquite. Delivery 20
mile radius of Big Spring.
Available until March.
Call 432-425-7980

FRESH
Local Pecans

THIS SEASON'S HARVEST!
Professionally Processed.
Halves & Pieces $10/lb
Chips $8/lb.
Call (432) 935-0035

Real Estate for Rent

1010 A Nolan. New 2 bed/2
bath w/kitchen appliances.
No bills paid $1,200/month,
$800/dep.
Call 432-267-7449 or
432-634-8101

Real Estate for Rent

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319
1746 Purdue. 3 bed, 1 bath,
living room/den, 1 car
garage, fenced.
$1,050/month, $900/dep.
Call 432-816-1255
1905 Main St. 2 bed, 1 bath,
CH/A. No indoor pets.
$850/month. One year lease
and deposit required.
Owner/Broker 432-263-6514
2 bedroom. 405 NW 10th St.
CH/A, paid water.
$725/month, $1,225/move in.
Call 310-702-8644
2 very nice 2 bedroom
houses for rent.
References required.
Call Randy 432-466-9358
2602 Cheyenne. Beautiful
brand new home. Total
electric. 2 bed, 1 bath.
$1,050/month.
Call 432-517-2876.

403 Hillside. 3 bed, 2 bath.
All appliances, very nice.
$1,500/month, $1,500/dep.
No pets/no smoking.
References required.
Call 432-213-2319.
4111 Dixon St. 3 bed, 2 bath,
garage, CH/A, fenced yard.
No indoor pets.
$1,100/month. One year
lease required plus deposit.
Owner/Broker 432-263-6514
605 N. Main. 2 bed, 2 bath,
very clean. $1,000/month,
$1,000/dep. References
required. Call 432-213-2319
Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

AVAILABLE JANUARY 20.
Newly remodeled 2 bedroom
home. 708 Pine St.
$1,000/month.
Call 432-634-1008
Beautiful 3/2 home at 3
Glenwick Cove in Big Spring.
Call for appt. 432-270-8525
or 432-263-0786
Beautiful large 3/2, w/d, tv,
new bathrms, chef kitchen,
private lot, garage. Feb 01.
$2200/mth. Call or text Kathy
432.213.8456

For Rent 3/1 house. $900
month, $900 deposit Comes
with stove and refrigerator.
Call 432-268-3239

Furnished - Utilities paid
Super Quiet Safe & Large 1
BR Office Apt for 1 Person
Only. 432-270-0707 Broker

OFFICE SPACE FOR
LEASE. EXCELLENT
LOCATION. 1309 GREGG
STREET. Approx. 2200sqft.
Minimum 1 year lease.
$1,750.00/month plus dep.
Please call 432-263-5000

Real Estate for Rent

Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

Travel Trailers For Rent. For
More Information Call Ann @
816-6484 or Ticia @
213-3504

Very cute 2/1 Rock house,
garage, w/d, wifi, nicely
furnished. Feb 01, $1200/mth
& dep. Call or text Kathy
432.213.8456

Well manitained houses for
rent. One, two, or three
bedrooms. Call Maple
Properties LLC 432-264-6337

Real Estate for Sale

For Sale/Lease. 1702 Gregg
St. (former Pizza Inn).
Call Keith @ 325-575-2705

3 Peaks Ranch. 70 miles
South of Alpine. 320 acres/
beautiful mountain. Mule,
deer, and all native game.
Beautiful views from Big
Canyon Peak, Spring Creek
Peak, and Persimmon Peak.
All weather road. $365/acre
firm! 432-371-2973

9-ACRE ESTATE, Large
4-bedroom, 4-bath home in
the city limits. - Call for
Details, Charles Smith
432-466-1613 or Home
Realtors 432-263-1284

Owner will finance.
1904 Runnels St. 3 bed, 2
bath. $59,900. $4,000/down,
$540/month. Has new
paint/carpet.
Call Patience 432-349-5242

Vehicles

1970 Chevrolet Chevelle SS
454, manual 4 Speed, red
with black stripes, never in an
accident, $14500,
Chased345@gmail.com
/ 817-725-4970

Legals

Elderly or Disabled
Homeowners May Defer
Property Tax Payments

Garden City, Texas

Texans who are age 65 or
older or who are disabled as
defined by law may post-
pone paying current and de-
linquent property taxes on
their homes by signing a tax
deferral affidavit at the Glass-
cock County Appraisal Dis-
trict office.

Once the affidavit is on file,
taxes are deferred — but not
cancelled — as long as the
owner continues to own and
live in the home. Taxes accu-
mulate with 8 percent in-
terest per year. The law ex-
tends the tax deferral to the
surviving spouse of the per-
son who deferred taxes on
the homestead if the surviv-
ing spouse was at least 55
years old when the de-
ceased spouse died.

A filed tax deferral affidavit
keeps homeowners from los-
ing their homesteads be-
cause of delinquent property
taxes. A pending sale to fore-
close on the homesteadʼs tax
lien will also cease as a res-
ult of filing a tax deferral affi-
davit. In addition, no taxing
unit can start or continue a
lawsuit to collect delinquent
taxes once an affidavit is
filed. There are no penalties
on delinquent taxes during
the deferral period; however,
a tax deferral does not can-
cel penalties that were
already due.

All deferred taxes and in-
terest become due when the
homeowner or surviving
spouse no longer own and
live in the home. If the tax
debt remains unpaid at that
time, penalties may be im-
posed and taxing units may
take legal action to collect the
past due amount.

For further details about
property tax deferral, contact
Glasscock County Appraisal
District at 124 N. Main St.,
PO Box 155, Garden City, TX
79739, Phone 432/354-2580.
Information is also available
on the Comptrollerʼs Prop-
erty Tax Assistance
Divisionʼs website at comp-
troller.texas.gov/taxinfo/propt
ax/.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING
Expert Plumbing and

Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering

Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Inspection.
Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

23
34

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CONCRETE

25
86

67

40 Years Plus Experience

Ortiz Concrete
Const.

Steel Buildings
Call:

 Domingo Ortiz
806-759-1036 / Cell

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.
432-816-0658

26
57

90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

TREE SERVICE

26
37

57

Larry's Tree Service
(432) 270-8049

• Tree Removal  • Trimming
• Pruning
- Serving -

Permian Basin Since 2001
FREE ESTIMATES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

LAWN SERVICE

26
24

77

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
Complete New Grass

Installation
Senior Discount

(432) 517-5554

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

CONTRACTORS

2
7

3
3

5
0

T&P CONSTRUCTION
(All Remodeling)

Stucco, Brick,
 Driveways
Side Walks
House Slab

Block Fences
All Concrete Work

Call Today! 
(432) 213-4775

Mobile Wash
W/Steamer

(432) 213-5128

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

26
57

89

A.E. Concrete
and Masonry
Specializing in all types of 

concrete, stucco, brick, block
 and also stone work

(OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF.)
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!!

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL (432) 466-4640

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

276381

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

LAWN SERVICE
Williams Lawn Service

& U-Haul Rental
We Mow, Trim & Haul
& Plus Rent U-Haul

Trucks & Trailers

Alvin Williams
OWNER

209 N. Johnson, 
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-213-9568
alvinwilliams68@yahoo.com 27

55
39

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

MECHANIC

27
60

71

MOBILE MECHANIC
Diesel & Gas

513-978-7288

Salazar's
Truck/Trailer/Auto

We Come TO You - 150 Mile Radius

(432) 213-5128
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HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

“LOOK”
The Classifieds

Have It!
Looking for a new house?  

A good car? An affordable computer? 
Find just what you need and want, 

in the classifieds. 
The Big Spring Herald

To place your ad call: 432-263-7331

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

SECURITY

24
56

21

Spring City 
Security
Locally Owned

For All Security Needs
Call 

Tonyia Grigg
432-816-4421

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Survellience

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860

252122

276366

YOUR AD

THIS COULD 
BE 

YOUR AD
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

CALL
263-7331

Herald Classifieds

PAINTING

Cecil's Painting

23
77

47

Free
Estimates

Interior
& Exterior

(432) 413-6895
(DIAL AREA CODE)

Retired Fireman

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CATTLE
ELKINS CATTLE TRANSIT, LTD. CO.

Cattle Hauling - Hay Hauling
(Semi Trailer or Gooseneck Available)

Heavy Equipment trucking for:
Pipeline, Oilfield, Construction, Farm

(RGN / Flatbed Available)

TERRY ELKINS
432-631-6623 Big Spring, Texas

*Trucking*   *Welding (Certified Pipe)*
*Backhoe*

Fully Licensed and Insured275933
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 1 of 5 - Very Hard

2 1 4 6

5 7 4

7 9 2

3 2 6

2 8

9 7 4

1 5 3

8 3 5

7 4 9 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Legals

Notice of Availability of
Electronic

Communications

Garden City, Texas - Chief
appraisers of county
appraisal districts and
appraisal review boards may
communicate electronically
through email or other media
with property owners or their
designated representatives.
Written agreements are
required for notices and
other documents to be
delivered electronically in
place of mailing.

How does it work? Certain
guidelines must be followed
for this local option
communication:

• Written agreements with the
county appraisal district
must be entered first,
ensuring what electronic
means of delivery are
acceptable. If you are
interested in receiving
communications in
electronic format, you
should contact your local
appraisal district.

• Public notice regarding the
availability of agreement
forms authorizing electronic
communications may be
published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the
district on or before Feb. 1
each year, or agreement
forms may be delivered on
or before Feb. 1 each year
to property owners shown
on the certified appraisal roll
for the preceding tax year.
• The chief appraiser may
determine the medium,
format, content and method
to be used for electronic
communications other than
notices required by Section
25.19 of the Tax Code
which are prescribed by
rule.
• A decision by the chief
appraiser not to enter into
agreements may not be the
subject of an appraisal
review board protest, a
lawsuit or a complaint to the
Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

For more information,
contact us at:

Glasscock County Appraisal
District
124 N. Main Street
PO Box 155
Garden City, TX 79739
432-354-2580

#8953 January 26, 2016

Notice of Application for
Fluid Injection Well Permit:
Scout Energy Management
LLC, 4901 LBJ Freeway,
Suite 300, Dallas, TX 75244
is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is productive
of oil and gas. The applicant
proposes to inject fluid into
the Glorieta-Clearfork
Formation, Jones, Percy
Lease, Well Number 41W.
The proposed injection well is
located 7 miles in a
Southeast direction from
Coahoma in the Iatan, East
Howard Field, in Howard
County. Fluid will be injected
into strata in the subsurface
depth interval from 2,273 to
2,814 feet. LEGAL
AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 of
the Texas Water Code, as
amended, Title 3 of the
Texas Natural Resources
Code, as amended, and the
Statewide Rules of the Oil
and Gas Division of the
Railroad Commission of
Texas. Request for a public
hearing from persons who
can show they are adversely
affected or requests for
further information
concerning any aspect of the
application should be
submitted in writing, within
fifteen days of publication, to
the Environmental Service
Section, Oil and Gas
Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Austin, TX 78711
(Telephone 512/463-6792).

#8951 January 26, 2016

Legals

Elderly or Disabled
Homeowners May Defer
Property Tax Payments

Garden City, Texas

Texans who are age 65 or
older or who are disabled as
defined by law may post-
pone paying current and de-
linquent property taxes on
their homes by signing a tax
deferral affidavit at the Glass-
cock County Appraisal Dis-
trict office.

Once the affidavit is on file,
taxes are deferred — but not
cancelled — as long as the
owner continues to own and
live in the home. Taxes accu-
mulate with 8 percent in-
terest per year. The law ex-
tends the tax deferral to the
surviving spouse of the per-
son who deferred taxes on
the homestead if the surviv-
ing spouse was at least 55
years old when the de-
ceased spouse died.

A filed tax deferral affidavit
keeps homeowners from los-
ing their homesteads be-
cause of delinquent property
taxes. A pending sale to fore-
close on the homesteadʼs tax
lien will also cease as a res-
ult of filing a tax deferral affi-
davit. In addition, no taxing
unit can start or continue a
lawsuit to collect delinquent
taxes once an affidavit is
filed. There are no penalties
on delinquent taxes during
the deferral period; however,
a tax deferral does not can-
cel penalties that were
already due.

All deferred taxes and in-
terest become due when the
homeowner or surviving
spouse no longer own and
live in the home. If the tax
debt remains unpaid at that
time, penalties may be im-
posed and taxing units may
take legal action to collect the
past due amount.

For further details about
property tax deferral, contact
Glasscock County Appraisal
District at 124 N. Main St.,
PO Box 155, Garden City, TX
79739, Phone 432/354-2580.
Information is also available
on the Comptrollerʼs Prop-
erty Tax Assistance
Divisionʼs website at comp-
troller.texas.gov/taxinfo/propt
ax/.
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Notice of Availability of
Electronic

Communications

Garden City, Texas - Chief
appraisers of county
appraisal districts and
appraisal review boards may
communicate electronically
through email or other media
with property owners or their
designated representatives.
Written agreements are
required for notices and
other documents to be
delivered electronically in
place of mailing.

How does it work? Certain
guidelines must be followed
for this local option
communication:

• Written agreements with the
county appraisal district
must be entered first,
ensuring what electronic
means of delivery are
acceptable. If you are
interested in receiving
communications in
electronic format, you
should contact your local
appraisal district.

• Public notice regarding the
availability of agreement
forms authorizing electronic
communications may be
published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the
district on or before Feb. 1
each year, or agreement
forms may be delivered on
or before Feb. 1 each year
to property owners shown
on the certified appraisal roll
for the preceding tax year.
• The chief appraiser may
determine the medium,
format, content and method
to be used for electronic
communications other than
notices required by Section
25.19 of the Tax Code
which are prescribed by
rule.
• A decision by the chief
appraiser not to enter into
agreements may not be the
subject of an appraisal
review board protest, a
lawsuit or a complaint to the
Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

For more information,
contact us at:

Glasscock County Appraisal
District
124 N. Main Street
PO Box 155
Garden City, TX 79739
432-354-2580
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    Dear Annie: I’d 
like to know if this 
is considered spou-
sal abuse. A young 
couple become born-
again Christians. The 
husband decides he 
wants to go back to 
school to become a 
minister. He quits his 
corporate job and 
moves his family 
out of state. His wife 
supports him and the 
children for four years 
as best she can. He 
graduates and “just 
can’t find the right 
job.” He volunteers 
two days a week 
counseling people. 
    In the meantime, 
they are barely get-
ting by. They don’t 
have enough money 
to send the kids to 
college, and they can’t 
afford their daughter’s 
wedding. The husband 
has decided not to get 
a paying job because 
he’s doing “God’s 
work.” He sleeps late 
every day and spends 
hours on the computer 
writing religious blog 
posts. His wife works 
full time and does the 
cleaning, shopping 
and all household 
chores. 
    I think this is emo-
tional abuse. What 
do you think? -- Con-
cerned Relative 
    Dear Relative: 
We think this is not 
your business. When 
couples make de-
cisions about who 

brings in the money, 
it’s between the two of 
them. Even if his wife 
doesn’t like it and is 
unhappy, that doesn’t 
necessarily mean it is 
abusive. Only unequal 
and frustrating.
    Every marriage 
is different. What is 
intolerable to you 
may be manageable 
for her. We agree it 
would be worrisome if 
she feels trapped and 
unable to change her 
situation, but you do 
not indicate that this 
is the case. There are 
scholarships, grants 
and loans available 
for state and commu-
nity colleges, and a 
wedding can be punch 
and cake in the back-
yard. Please don’t 
project your feelings 
onto her. She may 
think her marriage is 
perfectly fine. If you 
are a close family 
member, talk to her. 
Ask how she’s doing. 
See what the situa-
tion is. If you believe 
counseling is needed, 
she may be amenable 
to discussing things 
with her clergyperson. 
And if she gives you 
the impression that 
her husband is con-
trolling all the money 
or her access to family 
members and friends, 
please urge her to call 
the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline (the-
hotline.org) at 1-800-
799-SAFE.

    Dear Annie: What 
do I say to people who 
tell me to smile? The 
reason I don’t like to 
smile is because my 
smile is ugly and I 
look horrible -- like I’m 
making a face. How 
do I get them to stop? 
-- A Daily Reader
    Dear Reader: Well, 
you could grimace and 
then maybe they’d 
stop asking, but here’s 
a different suggestion: 
If you are embar-
rassed by your smile, 
see if something can 
be fixed. Often, it is 
as simple as seeing 
a dentist, or practic-
ing in front of a mirror 
until you can manage 
something natural. 

It’s also possible that 
you think you have a 
terrible smile when, 
in fact, no one else is 
bothered by it.
    Folks who are 
ashamed of or con-
cerned about their 
smiles are often 
self-conscious to the 
point where it inter-
feres with their social 
life. This puts you at 
a tremendous disad-
vantage. There is no 
shame in making your 
life better. Please see 
what can be done.
 
Annie’s Mailbox is written 

by Kathy Mitchell and Mar-
cy Sugar, longtime editors 

of the Ann Landers column. 
Please email your ques-
tions to anniesmailbox@

creators.com, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Cre-
ators Syndicate, 737 3rd 
Street, Hermosa Beach, 
CA 90254. You can also 

find Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAnnies. 

To find out more about 
Annie’s Mailbox and read 
features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators 

Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
ATORS.COM

Solitary 
Virgo 
Moon

 There’s a 
solitary feel 
to this Virgo 
moon, but 
make no 
mistake, 
none of us 
are lone 

travelers on this journey. 
True, sometimes you do 
happen to be the only 
one on a particular road 
at a particular time of 
day. Don’t let this un-
nerve you. Stay the path 
-- it will take you where 
you need to be, and the 
others will be there wait-
ing. 
    ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Does it feel 
like you’re living to get 
a message, phone call, 
email or word at all from 
a certain person? Well, 
that’s no way to live. 
Take back your power by 
not caring. 
    TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). You are no lon-
ger a passive observer 
in your group. Your opin-
ion matters too much. 
Your observations are 
invaluable. Your involve-
ment is immeasurable. 
From this point on, you 
are involved, big-time. 
    GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). The light 
conversation and casual 
questions you ask might 
satisfy more than just 
your curiosity; your inter-
est is likely the attention 
another person has been 
quietly craving. 
    CANCER (June 22-
July 22). There are many 
ways to be powerful. 
Stay aware of the more 
insidious ones. Limit 
your exposure to anyone 
who would try to use 
your fear or weakness 
against you as a psycho-

logical weapon.  
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). You’ll find satisfac-
tion in hearsay or be 
captivated in unexpected 
ways by a story -- fun, 
but don’t trust it or act 
on what might turn out 
to be false. Small-town 
intrigue will likely amount 
to nothing more than 
trivial gossip. 
    VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). The theme carries 
over (and will for the next 
few days). Hopefully, you 
can find a way to delight 
in the slight insufficiency 
you are experiencing, 
because others certainly 
will. You’ll go straight to 
their hearts! 
    LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). You’ll delight in 
contemplation. You can 
turn an idea over in your 
mind so many different 
ways that you are certain 
to find a way of looking 
at it that no one has ever 
thought of before. Share 
your talent. Your point of 
view is needed. 
    SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You do 
not often give your 
unqualified approval, 
but there is something 
you’ll experience today 
that unfolds in such a 
spot-on, perfect way that 
you cannot find a single 
thing to judge negatively 
about it. 
    SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Your imag-
ination is strong now. 
Steer it well. You can 
fantasize your way out 
of a harsh, emotional 
desert and into an oasis 
lush with love, beauty 
and excitement. Or you 
can dwell on your fear 
and be miserable. 
    CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). To com-
miserate with someone 
doesn’t always auto-
matically gladden them, 

but today it works just 
fine. Your manner of 
connecting with others 
could even inspire a 
miraculous healing. You 
have the touch today, so 
use it!
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). There’s some-
thing you’ll do strictly for 
money. It doesn’t conflict 
with your values, neces-
sarily; it’s just that you 
really wouldn’t bother if 
money weren’t involved. 
You have bills, after all. 
Get in there and get it 
done.
    PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). People do 
strange things when they 
feel cornered. Some-
times they issue a pre-
emptive strike. Avoid all 
that by giving everyone 
a graceful out, keeping 
things easy breezy and 
letting go of certain ex-
pectations. 
    TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Jan. 26). Sometimes it 
feels like the gap be-
tween who you want to 
be and who you are is 
very wide. Not this year. 
You’re closing in on it 
daily, which makes this 
a very exciting time. 
You’ll learn a new skill 
in February. You need a 
mentor, and the right one 
comes in April. June and 
September are the most 
passionate. Scorpio and 
Aries adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9, 
50, 33, 28 and 14. 
    ASTROLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS: “I’m a Leo. 
I used to be pretty shy. 
I can still be extremely 
socially awkward. How-
ever, I now make a habit 
of trying to talk to people 
I don’t know just about 
every day. I figure the 
better I get at small talk 
or conversation in gener-
al, the more comfortable 
I’ll feel in my skin. It has 

been suggested by a 
certain Virgo I know that 
my habit of talking to 
strangers can be seen 
as cloying and needy. 
What do you think?” 
    I commend you for 
efforts to connect with 
people and overcome 
the feelings of “other-
ness” I sense from you. 
When you follow the im-
pulse to be spontaneous 
and social, sometimes 
the risk won’t pay off. 
There are a lot of duds 
out there, for sure, and 
so many mistakes to 
be made! But as long 
as you’re not taking it 
personally, these expe-
riences will teach you, 
and you’ll be better for 
it. And then when your 
risk-taking leads to 
meeting that one spe-
cial person -- and really 
hitting it off -- well, you’ll 
be glad you worked your 
way through all of the 
duds. As for “cloying” 
and “needy,” it all de-
pends on your intent. If 
you’re really just trying to 
spread a little joy, you’ll 
succeed eventually, even 
if there’s some awkward-
ness to slog through on 
the way. 
    CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: “The Ghosts of 
Highway 20” is the latest 
release for Grammy-win-
ning songstress Lucinda 
Williams, an Aquarius 
whose musical poetry 
and riveting vocals go 
straight for the heart. 
Born under a Cancer 
moon, the landscape of 
emotions is what Wil-
liams knows best. Venus 
and Mars in Pisces is an 
ideal arrangement for 
sensitive artists.  
 
To write to Holiday Mathis, visit 

www.creators.com and click 
“Write the Author” on her page.

COPYRIGHT 2016 CRE-
ATORS.COM

Holiday

MatHis

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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TUESDAY	 JAN.	26

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 26, 
the 26th day of 2016. There are 
340 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 26, 1915, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the 
Rocky Mountain National Park 
Act, which created America's 
10th national park.

On this date:

In 1784, in a letter to his 
daughter Sarah, Benjamin 
Franklin expressed unhappi-
ness over the choice of the bald 
eagle as the symbol of America, 
and stated his own preference: 
the turkey.

In 1788, the first European 
settlers in Australia, led by 
Capt. Arthur Phillip, landed in 
present-day Sydney.

In 1837, Michigan became the 
26th state.

In 1870, Virginia rejoined the 
Union.

In 1925, actor Paul Newman 
was born in Shaker Heights, 
Ohio.

In 1939, during the Spanish 
Civil War, rebel forces led by 
Gen. Francisco Franco cap-
tured Barcelona.

In 1942, the first American 
Expeditionary Force to go to 
Europe during World War II 
arrived in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland.

In 1950, India officially pro-
claimed itself a republic as 
Rajendra Prasad took the oath 
of office as president.

In 1962, the United States 
launched Ranger 3 to land sci-

entific instruments on the 
moon ‚Äî but the probe ended 
up missing its target by more 
than 22,000 miles.

In 1979, former Vice President 
Nelson A. Rockefeller died in 
New York at age 70.

In 1988, Australians celebrat-
ed the 200th anniversary of 
their country as a grand parade 
of tall ships re-enacted the voy-
age of the first European set-
tlers. The Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical "Phantom of 
the Opera" opened at Broadway's 
Majestic Theater.

In 1998, President Bill Clinton 
forcefully denied having an 

This Date 
In History

® 2016 The Associated Press.
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PRAISE
Continued from Page 9

to get pressure on him, 
but you have to be deci-
sive on how you’re rush-
ing. You can’t be a wild 
rusher.”

The Broncos certainly 
went wild against Brady, 
hitting him 23 times, all 
the more amazing given 
how quickly Brady usu-
ally gets rid of the ball.

And no one was in his 
face more often than 
Von Miller, who had 2 
1/2 sacks and an inter-
ception on a pass in-
tended for Gronkowski.

“We go out there and 

the scoreboard talks for 
itself,” Miller said.

So good was defensive 
coordinator Wade Phil-
lips’ scheme that after 
the game, coach Gary 
Kubiak felt he had to 
give out several game 
balls.

“We’ve got to come up 
with a great game plan 
against them like we 
did against New Eng-
land,” Talib said. “We 
may switch it up here 
and there a little bit, but 
for the most part, we’re 
going to get pressure 
on the quarterback and 
cover.”

The Broncos are fac-
ing a different kind of 

QB in Newton. He’s not 
like Brady, who will find 
seam after seam for big 
play after big play. In-
stead, Newton will take 
off if the pressure is too 
intense. In a 49-15 win 
over Arizona during the 
NFC title game, Newton 
rushed for two TDs and 
threw for two more.

“Super unique,” Talib 
said. “I’ve never seen 
anybody who is that size. 
He can sit in the pocket 
and throw it, and then 
he can run, run wide 
out. He probably could 
play any position in the 
NFL that you wanted to. 
He’s definitely a unique 
player.”

Kubiak saw Newton 
last season when he was 
offensive coordinator in 
Baltimore. Newton com-
pleted 14 of 25 passes for 
197 yards that day but 
was under duress for 
much of the game. New-
ton was sacked twice as 
the Ravens won 38-10.

The Broncos first-year 
head coach wouldn’t 
mind a repeat perfor-
mance.

“Having to tackle him 
out in the open field, 
having to defend the 
quarterback runs and 
those types of things 
will be something dif-
ferent for us,” Kubiak 
said. 

SPURS
Continued from Page 9

rison Barnes and Andre 
Iguodala guarding him 
early. The Spurs lacked 
the presence of Duncan, 
out because of soreness 
in his right knee.

“They outplayed us in 
every single aspect of 
the game,” Spurs guard 
Manu Ginobili said. 
“Aggression was one.”

Even coach Steve Kerr 
was in disbelief watch-
ing his current team 
thoroughly dismantle 
his old one on both 

ends — not to mention 
his mentor and good 
friend, Gregg Popovich. 
Kerr coached his second 
game back following a 
long leave of absence 
dating to Oct. 1 because 
of complications fol-
lowing two back opera-
tions.

Popovich understood 
the hype for one of the 
most anticipated regu-
lar-season matchups in 
recent memory.

“Why not? It’s the 
two teams with the best 
record, playing it up 
would seem to be logical 
to me,” he said. “We feel 
different going against 

a team that’s the best 
team in the league. I get 
butterflies in my gut 
and excited about the 
game, and all that sort 
of thing. I don’t feel like 
that every night.”

Yet the Spurs are 
still right behind in 
the standings despite 
Golden State’s NBA-
record 24-0 start, so the 
Warriors wanted noth-
ing more than to send a 
message that they plan 
to win another champi-
onship.

First, the Warriors are 
pursuing the Chicago 
Bulls’ NBA record of 44 
straight regular-season 

home wins from March 
30, 1995 to April 4, 1996. 
They improved to 21-0 
this season.

“It was like men and 
boys out there tonight,” 
Popovich said.

FRIENDS FACE OFF
It’s not always fun 

coaching against a 
friend. Ask Popovich.

Seeing Kerr is always 
extra special, and they 
talked both Saturday 
and Sunday nights 
ahead of this matchup.

“I’ve got a lot of close 
friends,” Popovich said. 
“The closer you are to 
one of these guys, you 
win and you actually to 

some degree feel a little 
bit badly for your oppo-
nent, which sounds re-
ally unmanly in the ma-
cho world that we live 
in. If you lose, it doesn’t 
hurt so much like a nor-
mal loss.”

Kerr disagrees, say-
ing, “I love Pop, that’s 
my guy, but I don’t feel 
that bad right now.”

Ginobili stopped by 
Golden State’s bench af-
ter a first-quarter time-
out to give ex-teammate 
Kerr a hug and pat on 
the back.

Popovich was thrilled 
to see Kerr — who won 
two titles with the Spurs 
— back coaching.

“Steve’s a different 
animal. He exudes a lot 
of confidence and he in-
stills it,” Popovich said. 
“A lot of people can’t do 
that. There’s no formula 
for it, but having Steve 
back is very, very, very 
significant for that club 
and that group of guys.”

TIP-INS
Spurs: San Antonio 

committed a season-
high 26 turnovers. ... 
The Spurs had won 23 
of the previous 26 at 
Oracle and 54 of 62 over-
all in the series dating 
to April 4, 1998. ... Da-
vid West had 12 points 
and five rebounds while 
starting in Duncan’s 
place.

Warriors: Curry has 
30-plus points in seven 
of his last nine games. 
... Golden State is 25-2 
vs. the West and has 
won 35 in a row at home 
against Western Confer-
ence teams in the regu-
lar season. ... Rap mogul 
Jay-Z sat courtside eight 
seats away from War-
riors owner Joe Lacob, 
and rapper Drake also 
was in attendance.

UP NEXT
Spurs: Host Houston 

on Wednesday.
Warriors: Host Dallas 

on Wednesday.

ROCKETS
Continued from Page 9

Ariza hit a pair of 3-pointers 
as Houston scored the first 18 
points of the third quarter to go 
ahead 76-60, and the Rockets ap-
peared ready to coast to a win 
in Davis’ absence. But New Or-
leans closed with a 13-3 run at 
the end of the quarter, includ-
ing Norris Cole’s running, 30-
foot bank shot at the buzzer to 
pull the Pelicans within 93-92.

“They fought back, and we 
knew they were going to make 
a run,” Harden said. “They 
are a good team, especially at 
home.”

Neither team led by more than 
three in the fourth quarter. 
Houston went ahead for good 
when Patrick Beverley drained 
a 3-pointer as the Rockets went 
up 110-109 with 1:09 left.

Harden’s fadeaway made the 
score 112-109 before Holiday’s 
layup closed the gap to 112-111 
with 28.3 seconds left.

Harden lost the ball on Hous-
ton’s next possession, regained 
it and shot an air ball for a shot-
clock violation.

But Holiday, who tied his sea-
son high by playing 36 minutes, 
was guarded closely after tak-
ing an inbounds pass and could 
not get in range for a makeable 
shot as the Pelicans lost for the 
first time in four games.

The excitement about their 
near comeback was tempered 
by concern for Davis.

“I’m praying AD’s OK,” 
Holiday said. “I didn’t see the 

replay, but by the crowd (reac-
tion), it was pretty bad.”

Harden finished with 11 re-
bounds and eight assists to go 
along with his 35 points.

Ryan Anderson added 22 
points for the Pelicans, who 
had their three-game winning 
streak stopped. Toney Douglas 
scored 18.

HOWARD BACK SOON?
Rockets interim coach J.B. 

Bickerstaff said Howard might 
return later in the week. The 
game against the Pelicans was 
the first of a three-game road 
stretch.

“We plan on having him on 
the trip,” Bickerstaff said. “He 
worked out today and we’ll 
see how he responds tomor-
row. He’ll get an opportunity 
to work more tomorrow and 
then we’ll see how it goes from 
there.”

Howard had 10 consecutive 
double-doubles before his in-
jury.

FREE THROW WOES
The Pelicans hit 13 of 28 

3-pointers but were barely 
better than that from the free 
throw line, making 14 of 25. 
Their struggles included four 
misses in their first five at-
tempts during the fourth quar-
ter and a critical one by Holi-
day late that could have given 
them a 3-point lead.

Houston sank 17 of 21 free 
throws.

TIP-INS
Rockets: The Rockets have 

won nine of 12 and are three 
games above .500 (25-22) for the 
first time this year. ... Houston 
has taken four of the last five 
against New Orleans.

MLB
Continued from Page 9

such as Yankees-Red Sox.
“We haven’t really settled 

on teams, and I don’t want 
to speculate about that,” he 
said. “Obviously, we want 
to make as good a first im-
pression in Europe as we 
possibly can.”

DESIGNATED HITTER
Manfred said that when 

he spoke last week of a pos-
sible expansion of the desig-
nated hitter to the National 
League, he should have 
included an emphasis that 
change is not likely.

“I think the status quo on 
the DH has served the in-
dustry the well,” he said. “I 
think it serves an important 
purpose in terms of defining 
the difference between the 
American League and the 
National League, and that 
league definition is impor-
tant to us from a competi-
tive perspective.”

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
DRAFT

“I have been of the view 
for a number of years that a 
single mode of entry into the 
bargaining unit is probably 
the most sustainable and 
effective for the industry 
over time,” Manfred said. “I 
think we were closer to get-
ting there in certain rounds 
of bargaining than people 
may have understood, and 
probably it was a mistake 
not to push it across the fin-
ish line.”

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
MLB is investigating Yan-

kees closer Aroldis Chap-
man, Colorado shortstop 
Jose Reyes and Los Angeles 
Dodgers outfielder Yasiel 
Puig under the new domes-
tic violence policy agreed 
to with the players’ associa-
tion last summer.

“These cases present a 
challenge in terms of wit-
nesses, facts, criminal pro-
ceedings,” Manfred said. 
“We’re going to try to navi-
gate those choppy waters in 
a way that sends the right 
message from the institu-
tion.”

SHORTENED SEASON
Whether to shorten the 

season from 162 games, its 
length since the early 1960s, 
is a topic for collective bar-
gaining.

“The broadcast agree-
ments are a really serious is-
sue, and we’re going to sort 
out what flexibility we have 
once the issue gets aired at 
the table,” Manfred said.

While he is concerned 
about the demands on play-
ers, “by the same token, 
there are certain economics 
built on a 162-game season. 
Something less than that has 
massive economic ramifica-
tions, not to even mention 
statistics and undermining 
the comparability of per-
formances of players over 
time. It’s not something you 
can undertake lightly.”

FAN NETTING
MLB recommended last 

month that teams have pro-
tective netting in front of 
seats between the dugouts 
and within 70 feet of home 
plate.

TOP THREE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS

Initiatives for youth base-
ball, such as Play Ball with 
the U.S. Conference of May-
ors; integration of base-
ball’s divisions into a uni-
fied structure; international 
developments, such as an 
agreement to stream games 
in China.

ENJOYMENT HIGH-
LIGHT

“The most fun absolutely 
has to be when you’re out 
there interacting with fans, 
particularly young fans,” 
Manfred said.

“I think the status 
quo on the DH has 
served the industry 
the well. I think it 
serves an important 
purpose in terms of 
defining the 
difference between 
the American 
League and the 
National League, 
and that league 
definition is 
important to us 
from a competitive 
perspective.” 

Rob Manfred
MLB commissioner
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Kubiak, Daniels heading to Super Bowl
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) 

— When Tom Brady took 
a knee with 33 seconds left 
in the first half of the AFC 
championship and turned to 
trot toward the tunnel, Bron-
cos tight end Owen Daniels 
wasn’t buying it.

He stood on Denver’s side-
line pointing at the New 
England Patriots until they 
indeed disappeared into their 
locker room. Only then did he 
head off the field, passing his 
coach along the way.

“I got some comments about 
that on social media that I 
looked really confused,” Dan-
iels said Monday while bask-
ing in the afterglow of his 
two-touchdown performance 
in Denver’s 20-18 dethroning 
of the defending champs.

Daniels wasn’t confounded, 
just cautious.

You see, while he was in 
Baltimore last season, the Ra-
vens came up with a scheme 
to fool the Steelers in the play-
offs. If they had enough time, 
they were going to take a knee 
and fake like they were trot-
ting off to their nearby tunnel 
only to run back to the line 
of scrimmage, snap the ball 

while the Steelers were walk-
ing off and run for an easy 
touchdown.

They never got that chance.
But, hey, if anyone else has 

thought of it, you can bet Bill 
Belichick has, too.

“New England has al-
ways got something up their 
sleeve,” Daniels said. “... So, 
I was just making sure I was 
ready to make a tackle.”

It’s that football acumen 
that led coach Gary Kubiak to 
vouch for Daniels last spring 
when he and general manager 
John Elway mapped out their 
free agency plans and offered 
Daniels a three-year, $12 mil-
lion contract.

Daniels has played for Kubi-
ak his entire NFL career. He 
spent eight seasons with him 
in Houston and followed him 
to Baltimore in 2014 when Ku-
biak was hired as the Ravens’ 
offensive coordinator follow-
ing his firing as the Texans’ 
head coach.

Together, they resurrected 
their respective careers be-
fore coming to Colorado.

Daniels caught 48 passes 
for 527 yards and four touch-
downs in helping the Ravens 

reach the playoffs, where he 
scored his first postseason 
touchdown against New Eng-
land.

In Denver, Daniels caught 
46 passes for 517 yards and 
three TDs in the regular sea-
son. He had TD grabs of 21 
and 12 yards Sunday.

“As a coach when you 
bounce to different places 
and guys’ names come up, 
you’ve got to be careful,” Ku-
biak said. “But there are cer-
tain guys you have no doubt 
staying up for, saying, ‘Put 
him on your team.’ And he’s 
one of those guys.”

Daniels brought pedigree to 
a position where Peyton Man-
ning had lost Julius Thomas 
and his two dozen TD catches 
from 2013-14 to free agency.

He immediately received 
an invitation from Manning 
to attend his annual pass-
ing camp at Duke, where 
the 39-year-old quarterback 
picked Daniels’ brain about 
Kubiak’s offensive philoso-
phy.

Then, Daniels tutored the 
rest of the offense.

“He didn’t like directly or-
der me to do that, but ... it 

kind of happened naturally,” 
Daniels said.

Daniels had a disappoint-
ing start in Denver as the 
Broncos struggled on offense 
early on. They were getting 
used to a new O-line and Man-
ning’s left foot was bothering 
him. Plus, they had injuries 
that reduced their ranks at 
tight end and limited their 
options.

Then, Elway brought in Ver-
non Davis from San Francisco 
just before the trade deadline 
and everything changed for 
Daniels and Virgil Green.

While Davis has had prob-
lems with drops and caught 
just 20 passes for 201 yards, 
his presence really opened 
things up for the other tight 
ends.

“It’s been great. Having 
Vernon here, obviously he’s 
a  super  dynamic player who 
has been playing really well 
for a long time,” Daniels said. 
“Having him around, it’s al-
lowed us to do more two-tight 
end stuff. To have three guys 
that are really interchange-
able out there, he’s been a 
great asset for us.”

It’s not just Daniels’ produc-

tion, but his football instincts 
that helped the Broncos (14-4) 
get back to theSuper  Bowl, 
where they’ll face the Caro-
lina Panthers (17-1).

Like his heads-up on Bra-
dy’s kneel-down.

“We tried to do that to an-
other team,” Daniels said, “so 
I was kind of alert to that.”

After the game, Daniels 
searched for Kubiak to soak 
in the moment.

“Coach Kube and I obvi-
ously, we’ve been together 10 
years. Those years in Hous-
ton were satisfying because 
we helped take that franchise 
from where it was and turn it 
around to make it a winning 
franchise expecting to win 
every year,” Daniels said. 
“That meant a lot and then 
for us to just kind of be in this 
moment together. I was look-
ing for Kube after the game. 
I couldn’t find him until he 
was on the stage.”

After the trophy presenta-
tion, the two embraced.

“We had a little moment,” 
Daniels said. “I know it means 
a ton to him to be in this situ-
ation. It means a lot to me to 
share that with him.”


