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A sign at the Howard County Courthouse directs voters to the office
where they can cast early ballots in the Howard College tax rate roll-

By AMANDA ELSTON
Managing Editor

Almost 300 people have cast early bal-
lots in the Howard College tax rollback
election, officials said.

The first day of early voting Monday
brought out 114 voters to the Howard
County Courthouse while more than 200
voted Tuesday, according to informa-
tion released by the county elections ad-
ministrator’s office.

Voters will decide if the college will
keep its adopted tax rate of 25 cents per
$100 valuation or if it will drop back to
23 cents per $100 valuation. If the propo-
sition passes, the college district will
lose approximately $630,000 of projected
tax revenue.

In August, college trustees approved

Early voting brisk
In roliback election

a seven cent hike in the tax rate from
the previous year which was two cents
above the rollback rate.

Junior college district residents will
be able to participate in early voting un-
til Jan. 15 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the
first floor of the courthouse. Registered
voters must show an acceptable form of
photo identification before voting which
includes a Texas driver’s license issued
by the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty (DPS), a Texas election identification
certificate issues by DPS, or a Texas per-
sonal identification card issued by DPS

Election day is Jan. 19 at the Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum, located on the How-
ard College Campus, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
Polls will be open on election day from 7
a.m. to7p.m.

Participants take off from the start line of the 2014 Run 2 Love.

Run 2 Love
registration
now open

By JULIE BASS
Staff Writer

On your mark, get set, register!
Early registration for the annual
Run 2 Love 2 Run has begun!

Run 2 Love 2 Run is a 5k run/walk
which takes place at the Big Spring
State Park and is the first run of the
new year.

“Run 2 Love 2 Run is a fun 5k
Valentine’s Day-themed run,” said
event organizer Ron Alton. “We
will have individual and couples
awards for first through third place
as well as best Valentine themed
costume.”

This year, the first three finish-
ers will receive stuffed animal toys.
There will also be youth awards
so that the whole family can enjoy
the outdoors and participate in the
run.

File photo

See RUN, Page 3
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By RYAN J. FOLEY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s move
to tighten controls on guns
could curb the unregulated
buying and selling of weap-
ons over the Internet and at
gun shows. But the overall
effect on violence in the U.S.
could prove to be modest.

“It’s not ever going to be
difficult to get a firearm, just
like it’s not ever going to be
difficult to get illegal drugs,”
said James Jacobs, a New
York University law school
professor. “What makes us
think that we can now create
a regime that will make guns
hard to obtain for someone
who wants to obtain them?”

The president used his ex-

“It’s not ever going to be difficult to get a fire-
arm, just like it’s not ever going to be difficult
to get illegal drugs. What makes us think that
we can now create a regime that will make
guns hard to obtain for someone who wants
to obtain them?”

how much bloodshed it may
prevent.

But the new controls prob-
ably wouldn’t have prevent-
ed several of the grisly mass
shootings around the country
that have led to demands for
tighter gun laws, and may
affect only a fraction of the
nation’s 30,000 annual gun

deaths.
James Jacobs The president’s action “has
potential impact — the de-

New York University law professor

gree or the type, it’s hard to
predict,” said University of

It’s Easy to Rent a Culligane
_Water Snftener System

HEY CULLIGAN MANL. .

ecutive authority Tuesday to
clarify that anyone “in the
business” of selling firearms
must obtain a federal license
and conduct background
checks on prospective buyers,
regardless of where the sales
take place. Currently, many

private sellers online and at
gun shows do not bother to
get licenses, and weapons
sales over the Internet have
become a booming business.
The White House and oth-
ers can’t say how many trans-
actions the step will block or

Pennsylvania professor Su-
san Sorenson, who studies vi-
olence prevention. “And it’s
really important to acknowl-
edge that we can’t just have
one change and expect that to
change things wildly.”

See GUNS, Page 3
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Bessie Stoker

Bessie Elaine Stoker, a long-
time resident of Sand Springs,
Texas, died Friday Jan. 1, 2016,
at University Medical Center in
Lubbock, Texas at the age of 71.

She was born Nov. 2, 1944, in
Big Spring, Texas. Bessie attend-
ed Coahoma High School and
Howard College. She worked as
a supervisor at the Big Spring
State Hospital. She loved her
family, cooking, and reading her
bible. She was kind, caring and giving; she had a
wonderful smile and a great sense of humor.

She is survived by her daughter, Disa Reeves and
her husband, Randy, of Lubbock; son, Danny Stok-
er of Sand Springs; granddaughter, Jessica Eller;
and great-grandson, Chase Eller of Levelland.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday,
Jan. 7, 2016, Myers and Smith Chapel. The family
will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 6, 2016, at Myers & Smith Funeral Home,
with burial at Trinity Memorial Park.

Pallbearers will be Danny Stoker, Randy Reeves,
Gene Hector, Blaine Ridden, and Pat Robinson.
Honorary pallbearer will be Chase Eller.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

neth Robinson

_ ‘ Kenneth Robinson, 76, of Odes-

. sa, Texas, passed away Satur-
day, Jan. 2, 2016.

Kenneth was born in Big
Spring on Aug. 10, 1939, to Bill
and Birdie Mae Robinson and
graduated from Garden City
High School in 1957. He married
Karen Salmon Sept. 1, 1967, in
Crane, Texas.

He worked in the oilfields of
West Texas for most of his life.
He was part owner of SRS Corp. in the boom years
of the 1980s and finished out his career with Waters
and Waters of Goldsmith. He loved to fish, but his
greatest love and joy was his grandson, Jake.

Kenneth is survived by his wife Karen of Odessa;
his son, Randall Wayne Robinson of Austin; his
daughter, Suzanne Robinson Phillips, son-in-law,
Will Phillips, and grandson, Jake William Phillips,
all of Elgin, Okla.; five sisters, Deanie Craft of Gar-

Ken

den City, Deborah Robinson of Big Spring, Becky
Robinson Curnutt of Lubbock, Betty Davis of Coa-
homa and Birdie Wooten of San Angelo; seven
brothers, John Robinson of Garden City, Richard
Robinson of Eunice, N.M., Gary Robinson of Aus-
tin, Jim Robinson of Eldorado, Melvin Robinson of
Robert Lee, Jerry Don Robinson of Fort Worth and
Loren Robinson of Kingsland; his mother-in-law,
Patsy Salmon of Odessa; a sister-in-law and her
husband, Janis and Freddie Southerland of Odessa;
and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and
Birdie Mae; a brother, Bill Robinson; and two sis-
ters, Viola Hillger and Mary Hillger.

Special thanks to Star Hospice and Deerings
Nursing Home, both of Odessa.

No services are planned at the request of Ken-
neth and his family. In lieu of flowers, donations to
the charity of your choice in Kenneth’s honor are
appreciated. Condolences may be sent to the family
online at acreswestfuneral.com.

Paid obituary

James ‘Jim’ Merrick
James Robert “Jim” Merrick,
‘ 79, of Amarillo, died Tuesday,
Jan. 5, 2016.
Services will be at 1 p.m.,
' 4 Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016, at Box-
w = § well Brothers Ivy Chapel with
Royce Mason of Great Plains
Western Church in Washburn
officiating. Burial will be in
Memory Gardens Cemetery.
Arrangements are by Boxwell
Brothers Funeral Directors, 2800
Paramount Blvd.
Jim was born Dec. 12, 1936, in Big Spring to Bob
and Mamie Lee Merrick. He was a Navy veteran.
Jim married Joyce Lankford April 9, 1960, in Ack-
erly.
Jim worked security for Owens Corning and later
Bell Helicopter. He was proud to have helped orga-

nize the Osage Fire Department, whichlater became
the Randall County Fire and Rescue. He also served
with the Randall County Sheriff’s Department from
1970-1980. Jim was proud to be on the board of the
Texas Air and Space Museum and was a member of
Great Plains Western Church in Washburn.

He was preceded in death by a brother, Jerry Mer-
rick.

Survivors include his wife of 55 years, Joyce Mer-
rick,ofthehome;three sons, Gary Merrick and wife,
Kim, and Joel Merrick, all of Amarillo, and Keith
Merrick and wife, Amy, of Stinnett; three brothers,
Johnny Merrick and Jackie Merrick, both of Big
Spring, and Jake Merrick, of Hinton, Okla.; three
sisters, Joyce Ann Turner of Ropesville, JoNell
Rowlett of Dallas and Julie Merrick of Lubbock; 10
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild.

Sign the online guestbook at www.boxwellbroth-
ers.com.

Paid obituary

Benny Islas

Benny Islas, 51, of Coahoma
died Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016. Vigil
services will be at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral services will be
at 2 p.m. Thursday at Holy Trin-
ity Catholic Church.

He was born Feb. 10, 1964 in
Big Spring to Inez Ontiveros
Islas and Val Islas. He grew up
in Coahoma and attended Coa-
homa schools. He worked most
of his life in the oil field. He was a lifetime resident
of Howard County and a member of Holy Trinity
Catholic Church.

He was an avid Dallas Cowboy fan and he loved
music.

He is survived by two daughters, Brandi Cisne-
ros of Midland and Marissa Islas of Big Spring; one
son, Steven Islas and his wife, Andrea, of Houston;
mother, Inez Islas of Coahoma; two sisters, Debbie
Uranga and her husband, Ambrosio, of Coahoma
and Sandy Solis and his husband, Ismael, of Coaho-
ma; three brothers, Royce Islas and his wife, Cyn-
thia, of Big Spring, Val Islas and his wife, Cindy, of
Big Spring, and Denny Islas and his wife, Sandra,
of Garland; and three grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his father; one niece;
and his maternal and paternal grandparents.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Elizabeth Jo Sledge
Elizabeth Jo Sledge, 82, of Big
Spring, died Tuesday, Jan. 5,
2016, in a local nursing home.
Funeral services will be held
at 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8, 2016, at
the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rose-
wood Chapel, with the Rev. Mark
Lindsey officiating. Interment
will follow at Trinity Memorial
Park, Big Spring.
The family will receive friends
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 7, 2016, at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory.
Jo was born July 23, 1933, in Big Spring, and
married Bobby Sledge Nov. 6, 1953, in Big Spring.

She was a member of First Baptist Church of Big
Spring.

Jo is survived by her husband of 62 years, Bobby
Sledge of Big Spring; two daughters, Karen Nach-
linger and husband, Larry of Hermleigh, TX, and
Lisa Sledge of Lake Colorado City, TX; five grand-
children; seven great grandchildren; one sister,
Wanda Jones of Big Spring; and numerous nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Becky
Sledge Wall; her parents, James “Jim” Vida (Rus-
sell) Kinsey; one brother, James Kinsey Jr.; and
two sisters, Mollie Smith and Sarah Sweeten.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences may be made at: www.
npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity:

« RONALD WAYNE STINSON, of 4302 S. 87
Hwy. was arrested on a charge of theft of property,
more than $100 but less than $750, shoplifting.

«IVY LYNN LEDESMA, 33, of 1503 E. Cherokee
was arrested on 13 warrants from other agencies.

« EDDIE GLENN OVERTON, 24, of 7503 N.
Service Rd. was arrested on a charge of stop, stand
or park on a sidewalk.

« STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 3100

block of N. Hwy 87.

« MINOR ACCIDENT was reported at the inter-
section of Gregg and 18" Streets and in the 2600
block of S. Gregg St.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was report-
ed in the 2400 block of N. Birdwell Lane.

e CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the
2700 block of Wasson Rd. and the 3600 block of W.
Hwy 80.

« THEFT was reported in the 2000 block of S.
Gregg St.

Janelle Clark

Janelle F. Clark, 78 of Big Spring died Tuesday,
Jan. 5, 2016 in an assisted living facility. Services
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral
Home.

Frances Jones

Frances L. Jones, 86, formerly of Big Spring, died
Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2016, in a McKinney hospital.
Her services are pending with Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home and Crematory.

Local 5-Day Forecast

Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
1/7 1/8 1/9 1/10 1/11
62/37 59/29 47/21 50/22 46/24
Sunny skies with | Partly cloudy Plenty of sun. Partly cloudy. Plenty of sun.
gusty winds and windy. Highs in the Highs in the low | Highs in the
developing later | Highs in the upper 40s and | 50s and lows in | mid 40s and
in the day. High |upper 50s and | lows in the low |the low 20s. lows in the mid
62F. Winds WSW | lows in the 20s. 20s.
at 20 to 30 upper 20s.
mph. Winds
could
occasionally
gust over 40
mph.
Sunrise: 7:48 AM Sunrise: 7:48 AM Sunrise: 7:48 AM Sunrise: 7:48 AM Sunrise: 7:48 AM
Sunset: 5:56 PM Sunset: 5:57 PM Sunset: 5:58 PM Sunset: 5:59 PM Sunset: 6:00 PM
Texas at a Glance
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Area Cities
Cit Hi Lo /Cond. Cit Hi |Lo/Cond.
Abilene 55 43 Cloudy Kingsville 68 56 Cloudy
Amarillo 53 32 Cloudy Livingston 59 54 Cloudy
Austin 56 48 Cloudy Longview 57 48 Cloudy
Beaumont 63 55 Cloudy Lubbock 49 33Rain
Brownsville 73 60 P Cloudy Lufkin 58 51 Cloudy
Brownwood 52 42 Cloudy Midland 58 42 Cloudy
Corpus Christi 67 55M Cloudy Raymondville 72 58 M Cloudy
Corsicana 53 49 Cloudy Rosenberg 64 57 Rain
Dallas 51 46 Cloudy San Antonio 59 49 Cloudy
Del Rio 61 47 Cloudy San Marcos 56 49 Cloudy
El Paso 54 37 Cloudy Sulphur Springs 51 47 Cloudy
Fort Stockton 61 39 P Cloudy Sweetwater 55 42 Cloudy
Gainesville 49 42 Cloudy Tyler 54 48 Cloudy
Greenville 49 46 Cloudy Weatherford 50 44 Cloudy
Houston 63 56 Cloudy Wichita Falls 54 45 Cloudy

The Howard County Sheriff’s Department report-
ed the following activity:

Note - Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 57 inmates at the time of this
report.

« TRIG DANIEL GILKEY, 19, was booked by the
HCSO on a warrant of possession of marijuana, less
than 2 ounces.

« IVY LYNN LEDESMA, 33, was booked by the
BSPD on warrants for failure to appear, bail jump-
ing and failure to appear and 11 counts of parent
contributing to non-attendance.

« VANESSA C. OLIVAS, 33, was booked by the
HCSO on a charge of sentence - theft more than
$20,000 but less than $100,000.

« EDDIE GLENN OVERTON, 24, was booked by
the BSPD on a charge of park, stand/stop on a side-
walk.

* MICHAEL DAVID PETERS, 25, was booked by
the GCSO on charges of interfering with an emer-
gency request for assistance and terroristic threat
of a family/house member.

« RONALD WAYNE STINSON, 35, was booked
by the BSPD on a charge of theft of property, more
than $100 but less than $750.
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Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
1/7 1/8 1/9 1/10 1/11
62/37 59/29 47/21 50/22 46/24
Sunny skies with | Partly cloudy Plenty of sun. Partly cloudy. Plenty of sun.
gusty winds and windy. Highs in the Highs in the low | Highs in the
developing later | Highs in the upper 40s and | 50s and lows in | mid 40s and
in the day. High |upper 50s and [lows in the low |the low 20s. lows in the mid
62F. Winds WSW | lows in the 20s. 20s.

Sunrise: 7:48 AM
Sunset: 5:59 PM

Sunrise: 7:48 AM
Sunset: 6:00 PM
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City Hi |Lo/Cond.
Kingsville 68 56 Cloudy
Livingston 59 54 Cloudy
Longview 57 48 Cloudy
Lubbock 49 33Rain
Lufkin 58 51 Cloudy
Midland 58 42 Cloudy
Raymondville 72 58 M Cloudy
Rosenberg 64 57 Rain
San Antonio 59 49 Cloudy
San Marcos 56 49 Cloudy
Sulphur Springs 51 47 Cloudy
Sweetwater 55 42 Cloudy

MLK Walk

A march to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. will
be held at 6 p.m. Monday, Jan 18 on Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Holiday. The march will commence
at the corner of Gregg St. and Martin Luther King
Boulevard. Youth organization and other groups
are welcome. Please bring your favorite lighting
devices to light your path.

Meetings

» The Big Spring Art Association meets every
third Tuesday, September through May at 7 p.m.
in the basement of the Howard County Library.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Memberships are
available. The annual dues are $20.

» The Big Spring Symphony Board of Directors
meets every first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the sym-
phony office, 808 Scurry Street.

» The Kiwanis Club of Big Spring meets at noon
every Thursday in the Cactus Room at Howard Col-
lege. Visitors are welcome.

* Order of the Eastern Star Big Spring Chapter 67
meets the third Tuesday of each month at 219 Main
St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting begins
at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more infor-
mation, contact Jimmy Ruth at 271-2176.

« Staked Plains Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets the
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. (dinner
is at 6 p.m.) at 219 % Main St. All Masons are wel-

For more information, contact Sherry Hodnett at
264-7911 or 432-213-0150.

» Mobile meals is in need of volunteer delivery
drivers. If you donate one hour per week to help de-
liver meals to the elderly, call Kim Plew at 263-4016
or 213-7960.

e Victim Services is a non-profit independent
community-based program serving victims of all
violent crime, including, but not limited to, as-
sault, sexual assault and domestic violence. Victim
Services advocates are available 24 hours of day,
365 days a year to provide crisis intervention or ac-
companiment to the hospital and law enforcement
agencies as needed. If you can commit to 30-hour
training, an interview process and a background
check, we need you. For more information, call
Linda Calvio at 432-263-3312.

The Run 2 Love 2 Run

come.

Volunteer opportunities

« Home Hospice is in need of volunteers of all
ages. The organization is requesting volunteers to
sit with patients, make items for patients and help
with office work. Volunteers set their own hours.

RUN

Continued from Page 1

To register, go online
to PermianBasinEvents.
com. Early registration
fees are $20 for individu-
als or $35 for a couple
and day of registration
fees are $25 for individu-
als or $40 for a couple.

“Runs at the Big
Spring State Park have
a view off of a 200 foot
limestone ridge and the
elevation gain makes
it a more challenging
course,” said Alton.

will take place on Satur-
day, Feb. 13 at 10 a.m.
with registration clos-
ing at 9 a.m. Parking
will be by the Summit
Playground. The front
gate will be closed at
9:45 a.m. for the 10 a.m.
start. The gate will be re-
opened at 11 a.m.

Long sleeve event t-
shirts proclaim to all
that you Run 2 Love 2
Run.

For more informa-
tion visit PermianBasi-
nEvents.com or call Ron
Alton at 432-263-4931.

GUNS

Continued from Page 1

For one thing, studies
have shown that crimi-
nals are more likely to
get guns directly from
friends or other social
connections than at gun
shows or flea markets.

The president also
called for the hiring of
more than 230 addition-
al examiners and other
staff to process the mil-
lions of background
checks received annual-
ly. But even with added
manpower, there’s no
way to completely elim-
inate human error like
the clerical mistakes
that allowed Dylann
Roof, the young man
charged in the Charles-
ton, South Carolina,
church massacre, to buy
a weapon even though
he should have been dis-
qualified after an earlier
drug arrest.

The White House did
not set a threshold for
the number of guns
someone has to sell to be
covered by the licensing
and background check
requirement. But it
warned that people can

be charged with a fed-
eral crime punishable
by up to five years in
prison for selling as few
as two firearms when
there is evidence they
are running a business,
such as selling weapons
in their original packag-
ing and for a profit.

Theresa O’Rourke of
Downers Grove, I1linois,
said she hopes Obama’s
action will deter illegal
transactions that have
deadly consequences.
Her best friend, 36-year-
old Jitka Vesel, was
killed in 2011 by a stalk-
er who had illegally
purchased a gun from
a seller he met through
Armslist.com, an online
gun site. The seller was
sentenced to prison af-
ter pleading guilty to an
illegal sale.

“People do it now
because it’s easy,”
O’Rourke said. “But if

we say upfront that if
you break the law and
you are going to go to
prison, most people are
going to take a step back
and say, ‘You know
what? It’s not worth
it.””

She and other gun
control advocates said
too many individuals

make a living selling
guns without obtaining
the $150 license and fol-
lowing requirements
to conduct background
checks, keep detailed
sales records and face
federal inspections.

Private sales — often
carried out in person
after Internet advertise-
ments connect sellers
and buyers — can be
exploited by convicted
felons, domestic abus-
ers and others who can-
not pass a background
check, critics say.

Private sales have in-
creasingly gone online
over the last decade, but
precise data is hard to
pin down. GunBroker.
com, which calls itself
the world’s largest on-
line auction site for fire-
arms and accessories,
says it has grown every
year since 1999. It now
boasts 750,000 active
listings on any given
day. Armslist claims 7
million site visits per
month.

One in 20 guns adver-
tised through Armslist
last year was linked to
an unlicensed seller
who had listed at least
25 guns, according to re-
cent research published
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by Everytown for Gun
Safety, a gun control
group backed by former
New York Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg. A 2013
investigation by that
group’s predecessor,
Mayors Against Illegal
Guns, found that more
than 3 percent of poten-
tial buyers on Armslist
had criminal records
that would bar them
from owning firearms.
Armslist, which was
founded after Craigslist
banned gun ads in 2007,
says in a disclaimer
on its website that it
doesn’t get involved in
transactions and that
buyers and sellers must
follow all state and fed-
eral gun laws. Still, guns
sold through ads on the
site have been linked to
some fatal shootings.
Alawsuit filed in Octo-
ber alleges that an abu-
sive husband purchased
a handgun through an
Armslist ad and used it
to kill his wife and two
other women at a salon
in suburban Milwaukee
in 2012. The man, Rad-
cliffe Haughton, was
able to buy the gun even
though a judge had is-
sued a restraining order
days earlier that should

- AL

(432) 263-8473
(432) 263-6932.%

have made him ineli-
gible. He went online to
say he was “looking to
buy ASAP,” and made
the purchase in the
parking lot of a McDon-
ald’s, the lawsuit says.

Armslist owner Jon-
athan Gibbon called
Obama’s moves “well-
meaning but ultimately
ineffective.” He said
many private sellers
want to conduct back-
ground checks but are
discouraged by a “costly
and burdensome” sys-
tem that requires them
to go to licensed dealers
and pay fees.

“Further scrutiny of
law-abiding people will
not stop criminals,” he
said.

Everytown president
John Feinblatt called
the clarification a wel-
come if modest step.

| COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 1
AND RESTAURANT

|
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50¢ Off Children |
Sunday Only I
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Any Entree $9 00 or above :
|

|

|

1 Coupon Per Person
Must Be Presented For Discount

Expires 1-31-2016
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MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Lyle Moore, 44, died
Friday. The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 5:00 PM until 7:00
PM Thursday at My-
ers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Bessie Stoker, 71,
died Friday. The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 6:00 PM until 7:00
PM Wednesday at My-
ers & Smith Funeral
Home. Funeral servic-
es will be at 11:00 AM
Thursday at Myers
& Smith Chapel with
burial at Trinity Me-
morial Park.

Benny Islas, 51, died
Tuesday. Vigil servic-
es will be at 7:30 PM
Wednesday at Myers
& Smith Chapel. Fu-
neral Services will be
at 2:00 PM Thursday at
Holy Trinity Catholic
Church.

Cynthia Smith, 59,
died Thursday. Ser-
vices are pending at
Myers & Smith Funer-

al Home.
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Opinion

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers and
not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768

- BARACK OBAMA Phone: 512-463-0331
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

‘KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District

- TED CRUZ Phone: 432-268-9909
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate BIG SPRING
Office Building CITY COUNCIL

Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

« LARRY MCLELLAN,
Mavor — Office: 267-

2711.
- JOHN CORNYN - JIM DEPAUW — 263-
U.S. Senator 0008.

« CARMEN HARBOUR
— Work: 264-2401.

+ RAUL MARQUEZ JR
— Cell: 816-1015.

+ JUSTIN MYERS —
Home: 263-3771.

+ STEVE WAGGONER
— Home: 267-8058.

- RAUL BENAVIDES —
Work: 267-2501.

517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

- RANDY

NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
STATE
GOVERNMENT « KATHRYN WISEMAN,
County Jubce — Office:
264-2202.

+ OSCAR GARCIA —
Home: 264-0026.

« CRAIG BAILEY —
Office: 816-5270.

+ JIMMIE LONG — 432-
267-4224.

+ JOHN CLINE —

Home: 263-7158.

+ GREG ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

- DREW DARBY
State Representative

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your
needs, we offer several ways in which you
may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

+ By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail at editor@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
We ask you to follow these guidelines:

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as
well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and
clarity.

+ We reserve the right to limit publication to
one letter per 30-day period per author.

+ Letters that are unsigned or do not include
a telephone number or address will not be
considered.

+ Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721.

May we have a cheerful demeanor, Lord,
showing Your love to everyone we meet.
Amen

You can't legisiate righteousness

trol legislation will have

any measurable effect on
violence and mass killings in
America? Even
though there is a
law against speed-
ing, in any given
hour of the day or
night between Big
Spring and Mid-
land probably a
hundred motorists
could be tick-
eted for speeding.
There are laws
against all sorts
of things that do
absolutely nothing to stop people
from breaking them, and that’s
not a new problem in America.
In fact, choosing to ignore laws
that don’t suit you has been a
human trait since the beginning
of time.

It’s really not the passing of
more laws, or even regulations
designed to control any specific
entity, object or activity that will
have any substantial effect on a
problem like crime. The Presi-
dent and Congress can pass laws
‘til the cows come home and
whatever changes said laws may
usher in will be negligible at
best and may actually facilitate
the problem even more. History
proves that theory.

For almost a century, the na-
tion has experienced a sustained
link between the regulation of
weapons and the regulation of
alcohol and drugs. In 1919, the
passage of the 18th Amendment
ushered the nation into the era
of Prohibition. The restrictions
on the manufacture, sale, and
transportation of alcohol had a
marked effect on criminal activ-
ity. With the advent of bootleg-
ging, organized crime spread
outside of the nation’s ethnic
enclaves and became a dominant
economic force in urban centers
across the country.

As underground profit margins
surged, gang rivalries emerged,
and criminal activity mounted.
The homicide rate across the na-
tion rose 78 percent during Pro-
hibition. In Chicago alone, there
were more than 400 gang-related
murders a year. According to
scholar Edward Sullivan, writ-
ing in 1929, Prohibition resulted
in “the greatest crime record
ever attained by a nation.”

In 1933, the legislature passed
the 21st Amendment, effectively
bringing an end to Prohibition;
in its aftermath, the government
passed the National Firearms
Act of 1934, the first federal regu-

s there anybody who seri-
ously believes gun con-
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lation on guns in U.S. history.
With the epidemic of alcohol-re-
lated violence and the sensation-
alized run of such criminals as
John Dillinger, Al Capone, and
Bonnie and Clyde, American
lawmakers saw a pressing need
to regulate the spread of weap-
ons into the general population.

The law, which levied sharp
regulations and high taxes on
gun sales, focused on weapons
generally associated with gang-
ster violence: “A shotgun or
rifle having a barrel of less than
eighteen inches in length, or any
other weapon, except a pistol
or revolver, from which a shot
is discharged by an explosive if
such weapon is capable of being
concealed on the person, or a
machine gun.”

In response to the law’s pas-
sage, the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) formed its legislative
affairs division, what would
become the organization’s pow-
erful lobbying arm.

Nearly 50 years later, in 1982,
Ronald Reagan ushered in his
famous “war on drugs.” The fed-
eral government embarked on
a massive anti-drug campaign,
with strict regulations and
harsh penalties. Between 1980
and 1984, funding for FBI anti-
drug initiatives ballooned from
$8 million to $95 million.

In the years that followed, new
technologies, political and mili-
tary alliances, and immigration
patterns coalesced to create a
rapidly expanding drug trade in
the United States, particularly in
the nation’s inner-city communi-
ties, where deindustrialization
resulted in rampant unemploy-
ment.

By 1987, the rate of indus-
trial employment among minor-
ity workers had dropped to 20
percent, down from roughly 70
percent as late as 1970. With few
opportunities for legal employ-
ment, an underground drug
economy blossomed.

And just as Prohibition created
the space for organized crime
to grow in the 1920s, the war on
drugs bred gun-related violence
throughout the nation.

According to scholar Michelle
Alexander, “crack hit the streets
in 1985... leading to a spike in
violence as drug markets strug-
gled to stabilize, and the anger
and frustration associated with
joblessness boiled.” As scholar
David Kennedy writes, “[c]rack
blew through America’s poor
black neighborhoods like the
Four Horsemen of the Apoca-
lypse.”

Once again, as violence

surged, questions of gun regula-
tion made their way into federal
policy conversations. In 1986,
after four years of complex nego-
tiations and divisive politicking,
Congress passed the Firearm
Owners Protection Act. While
the law did create a widespread
ban on the ownership and trans-
fer of any automatic weapon not
registered before May 19, 1986,
basically the law had the effect
of limiting the regulatory power
of the federal government.

The legislation was alternately
celebrated as “necessary to
restore fundamental fairness
and clarity to our nation’s fire-
arms laws” and condemned as
a “national disgrace”. Debates
over firearm regulation in recent
American history have arisen
out of the incidents of mass
shootings that have been occur-
ring with frightening frequency.
Our society is obsessed with
violence and killing and guns
have become the easy target for
condemnation. But, I seriously
wonder if more laws and regu-
lations will do anything more
than disarm the innocent? Black
market guns are already big
business.

Am I opposed to all gun con-
trol legislation? Of course not.
Properly conducted background
checks are reasonable and sensi-
ble. But does making it harder to
buy a gun keep them out of the
hands of criminals? Of course
not. Did Prohibition stop people
from buying alcohol? Of course
not. Do speed limit signs keep
people from driving 90 mph? Of
course not.

Why? Because what is really
needed to heal the ills of our
nation is not more laws, or even
stricter policing and enforcing
of the ones already in existence.
What must happen for any
marked change to occur is for
the hearts of humankind to ex-
perience transformation. People
have to realize how vitally im-
portant morality and decency is
to a civilization and its society.
Common sense in human rela-
tionships needs a strong come-
back and a renewed appreciation
for human life, both born and
unborn, is desperately needed.

How can that happen? Is it pos-
sible for America to be upright
again? A fundamental return to
Godly principles and prayer is
our only hope. You can’t legis-
late righteousness.

You may not agree with any-
thing I've said, but I column as I
see ‘em.

High taxes, regulations, & a swell economy

n the mythology of the right,

California must fail. Its high

taxes, strict environmen-

tal rules and thick book of
regulations are all ingredients in
the conservative recipe for eco-
nomic meltdown.
That California is
prospering nicely
throws a pie in the
face of its harshest
critics.

To get around
this clash of ideas
and reality, an
alternative version
of California-go-
ing-down has been
created. It is built
on cherry-picked
facts, numbers out
of context and anecdotes. And
the right continues churning out
stories of companies “fleeing”
California.

The conservative City Journal
has devoted its winter issue to
what’s wrong with California.
One piece accuses “coastal
elites” of destroying drought-
plagued almond farmers by
“privileging the needs of fish
over the needs of people.” (What
the fish need is a minimum wa-
ter flow to their habitats to save
them from extinction.)

Not to mess up a sweet fairy
tale, but the “coastal elites” and
the farmers are often one and
the same people. The largest
producer of nuts in the state isa
company owned by Beverly Hills
billionaires Lynda and Stew-
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art Resnick. Hedge funds and
banks have also gotten into the
almond game, now that a lucra-
tive Asian market has sent nut
prices soaring. Thus, in the jaws
of a multiyear drought, Califor-
nia “farmers” continue to plant
water-gulping almond trees.

What else is wrong with Cali-
fornia? A state minimum wage
raised to $10 an hour from $9.
That Wal-Mart is raising wages
to $10 nationwide should offer
a hint that $10 an hour is not
extraordinarily high.

Zoning and environmental
regulations have made Califor-
nia real estate quite expensive,
especially along the coast. This
is true, although having the
Pacific Ocean on a long border
hampers development, as well.

One reason zoning and envi-
ronmental regulations make real
estate more expensive is they
also make it more desirable.

One shouldn’t have to explain
this to The Wall Street Jour-
nal, but one does after reading
its commentary about “the
mismatch between supply and
demand” in California housing
prices.

Actually, supply and demand
don’t match or mismatch. Sup-
ply is supply, and demand is de-
mand. When demand rises faster
than supply, prices rise. That’s
the law of supply and demand
working as it’s supposed to.

The writer is obviously trying
to say that imposing high stan-
dards for preserving the quality

of life causes housing costs to
rise. OK. Those who can’t pay
the price — or who want bigger
spaces — can and often do con-
sider other parts of the country.

Though the decisions by Toy-
ota and Occidental Petroleum to
transfer their headquarters to
Texas may energize California’s
critics, they represent narrow
slices of a bigger picture. A new
study from Beacon Economics
and Next 10 shows that Califor-
nia remains a powerhouse in
attracting companies and well-
to-do people.

In 2013, California ranked
fourth in job creation by new
businesses and fifth in creation
of new businesses (a growth
rate of 5.5 percent). From 2007
to 2014, 49,000 more people with
a bachelor’s degree moved into
the state from other states than
moved out.

So is California an easy place
in which to do business? It’s not.
Is it a paradise for less skilled
workers? Sadly, no. Few places
are these days.

What the strong numbers do
mean, Beacon partner Chris
Thornberg told the Los Angeles
Times, is “that being ‘business
friendly’ is not the be-all and
end-all of economic develop-
ment.” He went on: “When you
actually look at the data, you’ll
find that as kooky as California
is, it’s not a state that’s under-
performing.”

Let the critics carp. But do cor-
rect them..
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Ports-to-Plains: Critical for domestic trade

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the sixth in a series of articles highlighting the
Ports-to-Plains project.

mary industries those industries producing a
product sold outside the community bringing
money into the local economy. Having the ability to

movethose products outside the community to markets is
critical to the recruitment of primary industries. Movement
by trucks on highways, like the
Ports to Plains Alliance Cor-
ridor, plays a significant role
Micuag. in expanding and maintaining
those economies. With the base
economies of agriculture and
energy, domestic trade is a
discussion about moving those
products and other manufactured goods. The
Corridor passes through a nine state region
including Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, South Dako-
ta, North Dakota and Montana.

The Freight Analysis Framework (FAF3),
by the FHWA Office of Freight Manage-
ment and Operations, summarizes those domestic movements. The FAF3
estimates that in 2015 almost $96 billion was exported from these nine states
to markets within these states by truck. This estimate does not include the
truck movements within each state, only those exporting goods out of state
into the other nine states. This value has grown from about $87 billion in
2002, a growth of 10% over the period.

Looking to the future in 2040, the FAF3 projects a 104% increase in value of
goods exported to corridor states from 2015. This accounts for $195 billon in
domestic exports between corridor states.

2015 Estimated Exports to Corridor States
Texas $31,740

OKklahoma $17,217

Colorado $13,225

North Dakota $9,840

South Dakota $6,237

New Mexico $5,935

Nebraska $4,958

Wyoming $4,549

Montana $2,113

2040 Estimated Exports to Corridor States
Texas $70,926

OKklahoma $29,963

North Dakota $27,723

Colorado $24,474

REEVES

Ports to Plains Alliance

our HOMEVT

Start 2076 (9

2015 Chevrolet 1500 All Star Z-71 Crew Cab 4WD

he economies of communities are dependent upon pri-

South Dakota $19,359
New Mexico $15,805
Nebraska $12,997
Wyoming $12,170
Montana $6,345

The data pictures a dramatic increase in the number of truck moving along
the corridor. As trucks move north/south they will either use a safer, more
efficient Ports to Plains Alliance Corridor or add to the already congested
Interstate 35 and Interstate 25.

In upcoming weeks this series will further define the economic impacts of
the Ports to Plains Alliance Corridor by describing its role in Canada and
Mexico trade as well as local roadside services (retail) and manufacturing
and distribution (primary industries) impacts.

Ports-to-Plains is a grass roots alliance of over 275 communities and busi-
nesses, including alliance partners Heartland Expressway, Theodore Roosevelt
Expressway and Eastern Alberta Trade Corridor Coalition, whose mission is
to advocate for a robust international transportation infrastructure to promote
economic security and prosperity throughout North America’s energy and agri-
cultural heartland including Mexico to Canada. Additional information on
the Ports-to-Plains Alliance is available at www.portstoplains.com).
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News in brief

North Korea says it
tested H-bomb, though

advance doubted

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Soon
after the ground shook around its
nuclear testing facility, North Korea
trumpeted its first hydrogen bomb
test — a powerful, self-proclaimed “H-
bomb of justice” that would mark a
major and unanticipated advance for
its still-limited nuclear arsenal.

Pyongyang’s announcement
Wednesday was met with widespread
skepticism, but whatever the North
detonated in its fourth nuclear test,
another round of tough international
sanctions looms for the defiant, im-
poverished country.

The test likely pushed Pyongyang’s
scientists and engineers closer to
their goal of building a warhead
small enough to place on a missile
that can reach the U.S. mainland. But
South Korea’s spy agency thought
the estimated explosive yield from
the explosion was much smaller than
what even a failed H-bomb detonation
would produce.

The test was met with a burst of
jubilation and pride in Pyongyang.
A North Korean television anchor,
reading a typically propaganda-
heavy statement, said a test of a “min-
iaturized” hydrogen bomb had been
a “perfect success” that elevated the
country’s “nuclear might to the next
level.”

A large crowd celebrated in front
of Pyongyang’s main train station as
the announcement was read on a big
video screen, with people taking vid-
eos or photos of the screen on their
mobile phones and applauding and
cheering.

H-bomb: More powerful
than Hiroshima bomb,

fits on missile

TOKYO (AP) — The announcement
Wednesday from North Korea that it
had carried out a nuclear test brought
to the front lines of global attention a
phrase not often heard since the Cold
War — “the H-bomb.”

As opposed to the atomic bomb, the
kind dropped on Japan in the closing
days of World War II, the hydrogen
bomb, or so-called “superbomb” can
be far more powerful — experts say,
by 1,000 times or more.

North Korea’s first three nuclear
tests, from 2006 to 2013, were A-bombs
on roughly the same scale as the
ones used on Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, which together killed more than
200,000 people. Pyongyang announced
Wednesday that it had detonated its
first H-bomb; while seismic data sup-
ported the claim of a large explosion,
there was no immediate way to con-
firm the type.

Atomic bombs rely on fission, or
atom-splitting, just as nuclear power
plants do. The hydrogen bomb, also
called the thermonuclear bomb, uses
fusion, or atomic nuclei coming to-

gether, to produce explosive energy.
Stars also produce energy through fu-
sion.

“Think what’s going on inside the
sun,” says Takao Takahara, profes-
sor of international politics and peace
research at Meiji Gakuin University
in Tokyo. “In theory, the process is
potentially infinite. The amount of
energy is huge.”

Obama measures
wouldn’t have kept guns

from mass shooters

The gun control measures a tearful
President Barack Obama announced
Tuesday would not have prevented
the slaughters of 20 first-graders at
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut, or 14 county
workers at a holiday party in San Ber-
nardino, California.

Obama’s executive action expands
mandatory background checks to gun
shows, flea markets and online sales,
adds more than 230 examiners and
staff to help process them and calls on
states to submit accurate and updated
criminal history data.

Those measures are seen as cru-
cial to stemming gun suicides — the
cause of two-thirds of gun deaths
— by blocking immediate access to
weapons. But, an Associated Press
review shows, they would have had
no impact in keeping weapons from
the hands of suspects in several of the
deadliest recent mass shootings that
have spurred calls for tighter gun
control.

The shooters at Sandy Hook and
San Bernardino used weapons bought
by others, shielding them from back-
ground checks. In other cases, the
shooters legally bought guns.

In Aurora, Colorado, and at the
Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., men
undergoing mental health treatment
were cleared to buy weapons because
federal background checks looked to
criminal histories and court-ordered
commitments for signs of mental ill-
ness.

The Obama administration is mak-
ing changes in that realm by seek-
ing to plug certain Social Security
Administration data into the back-
ground check system and by helping
states report more information about
people barred from gun possession
for mental health reasons.

Iraq offers to mediate

between Saudi Arabia, Iran

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iraq on
Wednesday offered to mediate be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran after
tensions soared following the king-
dom'’s execution of a Shiite cleric and
attacks on two Saudi diplomatic posts
in the Islamic Republic.

The standoff has seen Saudi Arabia
sever diplomatic ties with its long-
time regional rival and could hin-
der efforts to resolve the conflicts in
Syria and Yemen, where Riyadh and
Tehran back opposite sides, as well as
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affect the implementation of the Iran
nuclear deal.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-
Jaafari proposed mediation during a
news conference in Tehran, but also
referred to the execution of Sheikh
Nimr al-Nimr as a “crime.” Saudi
Arabia and its allies say al-Nimr was
found guilty of terrorism charges,
and that condemnations of the execu-
tion amount to meddling in Riyadh’s
internal affairs.

Iraq has undertaken a delicate bal-
ancing act amid the latest regional
turmoil. The Shiite-led government
in Baghdad relies on Iranian help
to battle the extremist Islamic State
group, but is also trying to repair ties
to oil-rich Saudi Arabia, which last
week sent an ambassador to Baghdad
for the first time in 25 years.

Speaking alongside Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, al-
Jaafari said Iraq’s place in the heart
of the Middle East allows it to play a
role in trying to “alleviate tensions.”

German police: New
Year assaults may be

linked to crime ring

COLOGNE, Germany (AP) — Police
in Germany said Wednesday they
are investigating whether a string
of sexual assaults and thefts during
New Year’s celebrations in Cologne is
linked to a known criminal network
in the nearby city of Duesseldorf.

The assaults last week have prompt-
ed outrage in Germany and a fresh de-
bate about immigration, after police
said the perpetrators appeared to be
of “Arab or North African origin.”

A more nuanced picture of what
happened in the New Year’s Eve cha-
os outside the Cologne train station
emerged Wednesday.

Police said about 1,000 men gathered
there and that smaller groups sur-
rounded individual women, harassed
them and stole their belongings. Po-
lice do not believe all 1,000 men were
involved in the attacks, though they
have not said how many were.

The interior minister of North
Rhine-Westphalia state, where Co-
logne and Duesseldorf are located,
told news agency dpa that police have
identified three suspects but have not
yet arrested anyone.

US sees Assad staying in

Syria until March 2017

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama
administration’s best-case scenario
for political transition in Syria does
not foresee Bashar Assad stepping
down as the country’s leader be-
fore March 2017, outlasting Barack
Obama’s presidency by at least two
months, according to a document ob-
tained by The Associated Press.

An internal timeline prepared for
U.S. officials dealing with the Syria
crisis sets an unspecified date in
March 2017 for Assad to “relinquish”
his position as president and for his
“inner circle” to depart. That would

[432) 261-8181

Myers & Smith

Funeral Home And Chapel

be more than five years after Obama
first called for Assad to leave.

The timeline is based on a broad
U.N.-endorsed plan that was initially
laid out at an international confer-
ence in Vienna in November. Syria,
according to that strategy, would hold
elections for a new president and par-
liament in August 2017 — some 19
months from now. In the interim,
Syria would be run by a transitional
governing body.

Countless hurdles lie ahead for im-
plementation of this latest blueprint
for ending five years of conflict that
has killed more than a quarter-mil-
lion people, created the worst Europe-
an refugee crisis since World War II
and allowed the Islamic State group to
carve out a would-be caliphate across
parts of Iraq and Syria.

Not the least of those hurdles is the
growing rift between Sunni-led Saudi
Arabia and Shiite-ruled Iran, which
back opposite sides in the Syria con-
flict and had to be lobbied heavily to
agree to meet in Vienna to craft a way
forward for the war-torn country. Sau-
di Arabia executed a prominent Shi-
ite cleric and then severed diplomatic
relations with Iran this week after its
embassy in Tehran was stormed by a
mob protesting the death.

Armed group in
Oregon fears raid;

critics decry goals

BURNS, Ore. (AP) — The small,
armed group occupying a remote
national wildlife preserve in Oregon
has said repeatedly that local people
should control federal lands — a sen-
timent that frustrates critics who
say the lands are already managed to
help everyone from ranchers to recre-
ationalists.

With the takeover entering its
fourth day Wednesday, authorities
had not removed the group of roughly
20 people from the Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon’s
high desert country. But members of
the group — some from as far away as
Arizona and Michigan — were grow-
ing increasingly tense, saying they
feared a federal raid.

Arizona rancher LaVoy Finicum
said Tuesday evening that he believes
federal officials have issued warrants
for the arrest of five group members
— including himself and Ammon
Bundy — but Finicum offered no de-
tails.

The FBI in Portland referred calls to
the Harney County Joint Information
Center, which said in a statement it
had no information on arrests or ar-
rest warrants and that authorities
were “still working on a peaceful res-
olution.”

Bundy said they would take a defen-
sive position anticipating a possible
raid. Late Tuesday, the group moved
a large plow vehicle to block the ref-
uge’s driveway.

(432) 263-8181

Family Owned Since 1985

Sensitivity, Compassion & Respect

Bill & Charlsa Myers

Owners

www.myersandsmith.com

267-8288




Bic SPRING HERALD

Wednesdaz, Januarx 6, 2016

FEATURE

7

By MARTIN KUZ
San Antonio
Express-News

LAREDO, Texas —
John Perez thinks back
on his experience in
war as a time when life
made sense.

Deployed to Iraq in
2006 with the Marines,
he served as an opera-
tions specialist, arrang-
ing the logistics for
truck convoys deliver-
ing fuel and supplies to
U.S. troops. He enjoyed
the complexity of the
work as much as the
clarity of purpose.

What bewildered him
was returning to the
civilian world after his
honorable discharge in
2008.

He left the military
hoping to save a mar-
riage that unspooled
over the next two years.
In 2012, he lost his job
at a retail store when
his bosses refused to
alter his work schedule
so that he could attend
community college.

As Perez began taking
classes, he ran through
a series of low-wage jobs
that paid too little for
him to keep his apart-
ment. By this summer,
he had slipped into
homelessness, couch-
surfingfromonefriend’s
house to another.

He recovered a mea-
sure of stability in Au-
gust afterlearning about
a veterans transitional
center housed inside the
Rio Grande Plaza Hotel
on the fringe of Laredo’s
downtown. Since open-
ing in February, the
program has provided
shelter for more than
100 homeless veterans,
creating a refuge from
uncertainty.

“This place has been
a godsend,” said Perez,
29, looking out the wall-
to-wall windows on one
side of his seventh-floor
room, with views of
the border-town sprawl
that spreads across the
Rio Grande into Nuevo
Laredo. “It gives you
a chance to catch your
breath.”

But the forces of prog-
ress soon will engulf the
oasis. The center closed
Thursday because of the
hotel’s pending sale and
renovation, and half the
28 veterans enrolled in
the program at the start
of December will have
moved out by month’s
end.

Perez and the others
will hold on to their
rooms until late spring
in exchange for working
at the hotel 100 hours a
month, tending to main-

tenance, housekeeping
and similar tasks. Then
they, too, must pack up
and leave.

“It’s a blow,” said Per-
ez, who attends Texas
A&M International Uni-
versity on the GI Bill
and wants to teach high
school. The median rent
for a one-bedroom apart-
ment in Laredo tops
$700 a month, and he
wonders if more couch-
surfing lies ahead. “I try
not to dwell on that.”

The center’s demise on
the last day of 2015 over-
lapped with the passing
ofafive-yeardeadlinefor
a national campaign to
end veterans homeless-
ness. President Barack
Obama and federal offi-
cials set that target date
when they launched the
initiative in 2010.

The effort, if failing to
reach its original goal,
has succeeded in reduc-
ing the number of veter-
ans living on the streets
and in shelters by more
than a third, from 74,000
to fewer than 48,000.

Much of the decline
has occurred in large
metro areas, including
San Antonio, where
housing officials had
placed 694 veterans in
permanent housing this
year as of Dec. 15.

Houston, Las Vegas
and New Orleans are
among a handful of cit-
ies where officials de-
clared in the past year
that they had eliminated
veterans homelessness.
Virginia’s governor
announced last month
that his state had ac-
complished the feat.

A federal rental as-
sistance program run
by the departments of
Housing and Urban De-
velopment and Veter-
ans Affairs has proven
crucial to the campaign
across the country.

Eligible veterans re-
ceive avoucher that cov-
ers 70 percent or more of
their rent, and they gain
access to mental health
counseling, drug and
alcohol treatment, job
training and other sup-
port services.

HUD has awarded
79,000 vouchers since
2008, with 650 vouchers
allocated to San Anto-
nio, one of some 225 cit-
ies that signed on to a
nationwide initiative to
end veterans homeless-
ness this year. Local
officials credit the pro-
gram with helping to
lower a homeless veter-
ans population that was
estimated at 849 to 1,000
in January.

By contrast, Laredo

has received 15 vouch-
ers, a consequence of
joining the program
only this year, after the
VA hired a housing case
manager to work at its
outpatient clinic here.
Veterans advocates cal-
culate that 75 to 110 for-
mer service members
lack permanent hous-
ing in the city of 250,000
residents.

Given the scarcity of
vouchers, the veterans
center has lightened
the burden on Laredo’s
emergency and transi-
tional shelters.

John Navarro, 25, a
former Army specialist
diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disor-
der linked to his tour in
Iraq in 2011, struggled to
find work after leaving
the military and return-
ing to his native Laredo
two years ago. Running
out of family and friends
with whom he could
live, he moved into the
transitional center this
summer.

In January, he will
start classes at Laredo
Community College us-
ing the GI Bill while
working at the hotel to
hang on to his room.
The program has given
him a sense of direction
that he has sought since
the Army.

“This isn’t some va-
cation home,” he said.
“You’re here because
you’re trying to get your
life together. That’s why
you hate to see it clos-
ing.”

Gabriel Lopez founded
the South Texas Afghan-
istan and Iraq Veterans
Association in 2008. A
veteran of both wars,
he had come back to his
hometown of Laredo
a year earlier follow-
ing two decades in the
Navy.

He formed the advoca-
cy and support group in
part to ease his re-entry
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into civilian life. Yet
shadowed by anxiety
and depression from his
combat tours, he wound
up homeless for a time.

The ordeal shaped his
belief that, then as now,
the city lags in respond-
ing to an obvious and
deepening need.

“The problem of home-
less veterans is real and
it’s right in front of us,”
he said. “Politicians al-
ways say they want to
help when it’s election
time. After that, they
disappear.”

Lopez organized the
veterans  transitional
center after Bill Col-
lier, the Plaza’s primary
owner, approached him
about a plan to house
former service mem-
bers.

A Lubbock oilman
whose late father served
in World War II, Collier,
who knew of Lopez’s ad-
vocacy work, offered to
provide rent-free rooms
to homeless veterans.
Lopez agreed to coor-
dinate the transitional
program, connecting
them to support servic-
es through the VA and
nonprofit groups that
could steer them toward
independence.

Thetwomen anticipat-
ed that the center would
attract perhaps 10 to 15
veterans. By spring,
more than 40 had moved
into the 15-story hotel,
some with spouses and
young children.

The Plaza had plenty
of vacancies among its
207 rooms to accom-
modate them. Built in
1975 and resembling a
giant Gatling gun bar-
rel propped upright,
the hotel shows signs of
age — threadbare car-
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pet, scuffed walls, wan
lighting — that might
provoke paying guests
to demand a refund.

For Manuel Martinez,
on the other hand, Room
507 feels like something
better than home. “To
me, this is heaven,” he
said.

Martinez, 56, finished
a six-year stint in the
Army in 1983. Follow-
ing his divorce in 1995,
he slipped in and out of
homelessness and sobri-
ety for much of the next
20 years, wandering
from Florida to Minne-
sota, Virginia to North
Dakota.

The Laredo native
heard about the tran-
sitional center when
he traveled home in
the spring to look af-
ter his dying mother.
His room’s sparse fur-
nishings consist of two
beds, two chairs and a
dresser, along with a
table and TV. A coffee
maker sits atop a small
refrigerator that on are-
cent afternoon was bare
except for a jar of may-
onnaise and a hunk of
cheese. A paper plate on
the dresser held a couple
of brittle tortillas.

“Look at all this,”
Martinez said with a
smile. Slight of build,
he stood in the middle
of the room, thin arms
stretched wide as if
welcoming the sunlight
through the windows.
“Am I lucky or what?”

He will stay atthe hotel
for another few months,
making use of his con-

struction and carpentry
skills around the prop-
erty while continuing
to search for a job with
Lopez’s guidance.

“I'm tired of being on
the streets,” he said. “I
want to work.”

The hotel’s imminent
sale coincides with the
construction of an out-
let mall on an adjacent
property. Collier, who
estimates the Plaza will
require as much as $4
million to renovate,
hopes the new owners
will retain the remain-
ing veterans as employ-
ees.

Along with two
friends, he has pumped
more than $300,000 into
the transitional center,
including utilities and
other operating expens-
es.

In August, attempt-
ing to defray costs, he
changed the rent-free
policy, charging those
who stayed longer than
90 days a maximum of
$225 a month. (Veterans
unable to afford that
amount paid less.)

Collier has solicited
support from city offi-
cials to relocate the pro-
gram to one of any num-
ber of vacant buildings
in Laredo. He has heard
nothing in response.

“They all want to talk
about veterans, especial-
ly if they get in front of a
TV camera or a crowd,”
he said. “But then they
never follow through.”

Mayor Pete Saenz re-
plied to an interview
request about the vet-
erans center with a

three-paragraph state-
ment emailed through a
spokeswoman.

Calling the program’s
closing “a great loss,”
he wrote, “I am con-
fident that our other
agencies will help to fill
that void.”

In August, the city
council approved a mea-
sure to give veterans
priority on the waiting
list for city-owned rent-
al units. Webb County
Commissioner Jaime
Canales, who has talked
with Collier about how
to rescue the program,
conceded that public of-
ficials “haven’t backed
up their rhetoric to step
up for veterans.”
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OZONA — The Forsan Buffaloes did it
with defense Tuesday night.

The Buffs chalked up their first district
win of the season by relying on their de-
fense and some timely shooting en route
to a 56-49 win over Ozona.

The Buffaloes trailed, 24-21, after the
first half, but scored 19 points in the third
quarter to grab the lead and then held on
for the victory.

“It was a really close game down the
stretch but the guys fought through Ozo-
na’s defense to pull out the win,” Forsan
Coach Gary Huckabee said. “I thought we
showed a ton of tenacity.”

Josh Evans and Garrett Evans were the
leading scorers for Forsan with 18 and 12
points, respectively.

The Buffs return to action Friday when
they host Eldorado. Game time is 8 p.m.

Coahoma 62

Westbrook 58

WESTBROOK — Two hot-shooting
quarters gave the Coahoma Bulldogs a
big enough cushion to take a 62-58 win
over Westbrook in boys’ basketball action
Tuesday night.

The Bulldogs jumped out to a 24-12 lead
after one quarter, then expanded that lead
to 57-43 heading into the fourth. The of-
fense hiccuped in the final eight minutes,
scoring only 5 points, but Coahoma was
able to withstand Westbrook’s late rally.

Four Bulldogs scored in double figures,
led by Mason Moore’s 15 points. Adam
Clark and Britton Heath scored 11 points
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apiece, and Jon Bermea added 10 for Coa-
homa, which returns to action Friday at
home vs. Borden County. Tip-off is at 6:30

Tony Claxton phot6 (www.claxtonphotography.com)
Big Spring’s August Alexander attempts a three-pointer during the Lady Steers’ game against Tuscola Jim

p.m.

Ned Monday night in Steer Gym.

Hall vote: Will Griffey set record? Will Bonds get hoost?

By BEN WALKER
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK — Fewer than
500 people get a vote, but most
every baseball fan seems to
have a vehement opinion on
who belongs in the Hall of
Fame.

With the election results on
deck, a look at what to watch
for when the newest mem-
bers of Cooperstown are an-
nounced today at 5 p.m. CST:

JUNIOR’S JURY: Ken
Griffey Jr. takes his first
swing at a truly huge number
— will he break the record for
the highest voting percentage

ever? Tom Seaver set the bar
at 98.84 percent when he was
picked on 425 of 430 ballots in
1992.

About one-third of the vot-
ers revealed their choices
early, and www.bbhoftrack-
er.com said they all listed
Griffey. What would hurt his
chances? His last 10 years
were injury filled, resulting
in no seasons with 100 RBIs
and just one over .300.

JUICED UP: Barry Bonds,
Roger Clemens, Mark McG-
wire and Sammy Sosa haven’t
come close to getting the re-
quired 75 percent for induc-

tion. Tarnished by links to
steroids, they’re almost cer-
tain to get shut out this time,
too. Yet they could get a boost
because about 100 retired
writers have lost their vote.
There’s an assumption — not
proven — that a younger elec-
torate might take a different
stance on the issue of perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs.
CLOSING TIME: Trevor
Hoffman is second on the ca-
reer saves list with 601 and
clearly ranks among the best
relief pitchers ever. Even so,
the early returns show him
falling short in his first try.

Why? Only a handful of re-
lievers have been enshrined,
and Hall voters don’t quite
seem to have a handle on how
to evaluate modern-day clos-
ers. Mariano Rivera will have
no such worries when he’s
eligible in a few years.

THE TWEENERS: Mike
Piazza, Jeff Bagwell and Tim
Raines all drew over 50 per-
cent in the last election and
figure to be knocking on the
door this time.

Raines might be the most
curious case. The leadoff man
was among the game’s most
dynamic players in the 1980s

and had perhaps only one ma-
jor fault — he wasn'’t as good
as Rickey Henderson.

PETE AND REPEAT:
Every year, Pete Rose gets
a couple of write-in votes.
They don’t count, of course,
because he’s not allowed on
the ballot. Commissioner Rob
Manfred recently rejected
Rose’s appeal to overturn a
lifetime ban for gambling.
The career hits leader still
has his sympathizers, but
at 74, it’s getting harder and
harder to imagine he’ll ever
see his plaque hanging in the
Hall.

UT earns 1st Big 12 win

Mavericks win 22nd straight

By JIM VERTUNO

AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN, Texas — Far from pretty,
Texas’ win over Kansas State was
certainly gritty. And it earned new
coach Shaka Smart a very important
milestone: his first Big 12 victory.

Isaiah Taylor scored 17 points and
the Longhorns overcame a tough
shooting night with some key late-
game 3-pointers to beat the Wildcats
60-57, snapping a two-game losing
skid.

“When it comes to the result, we al-
ways want to win, especially coming
off a couple of losses, you want to get
it any way you can,” Smart said.

Javan Felix scored 14 for Texas (9-
5, 1-1 Big 12) and his 3-pointer with
just under 4 minutes left gave Texas

its first lead of the second half. Barry
Brown scored 15 for Kansas State
(10-4, 0-2), but two 3-point attempts in
the final seconds were both partially
blocked.

The win also let Texas and Smart
avoid the program’s third 0-2 start in
the Big 12 in four years.

“A must-win,” said Taylor, a junior
who has experienced the rugged road
through the Big 12.

The Longhorns still struggled to
find offensive rhythm after losing se-
nior center Cam Ridley to a foot inju-
ry for 8-to-10 weeks three games ago.
But despite a 6 of 23 shooting effort
on 3-pointers, the Longhorns got key
long-range baskets from Felix and
Connor Lammert down the stretch
to secure the win.

The Big Spring Herald is seeking freelance writers
to help cover area sporting events. We will pay per
article for all material we publish. Contributors must
have internet access, as all articles will he submitted

via email. If interested, submit one or more samples of

your writing to: editor@higspringherald.com

at home against Sacramento

By SCHUYLER DIXON

AP Sports Writer

DALLAS(AP)—Deron
Williams has been back
with his hometown Dal-
las Mavericks for a cou-
ple of months now.

He might have finally
had his homecoming
parade. Or homecoming
dogpile, if you will.

Williams hit a 3-point-
er at the buzzer in the
second overtime, and
the Mavericks pulled
out a wild 117-116 vic-
tory over Sacramento
on Tuesday night for
their 22nd consecutive
home victory against
the Kings.

Williams took an in-
bounds pass from Devin
Harris with 2.3 seconds
left, pump faked to get
Rudy Gay to fly by him
in the left corner and
the ball went in after the
horn sounded.

With his shot headed

toward the hoop, Wil-
liams backpedaled a few
steps to his right and
bumped Kings coach
George Karl back into a
seat on the Sacramento
bench just as the ball
went in. An instant lat-
er, teammates swarmed
Williams on the court.

Dirk Nowitzki hit an
earlier 3 as the Mayv-
ericks scored the last
eight points after falling
behind 116-109 with 1:20
left in the second over-
time.

DeMarcus Cousins
scored 35 for his third
straight 30-point game
for the Kings, including
a buzzer-beating layup
for a 98-all tie at the end
of regulation.

Former Dallas guard
Rajon Rondo was out
with back spasms in
his first visit since an
acrimonious split after
an ill-fated half-season
with the Mavericks

Dallas’ run against
Sacramento is the sec-
ond-longest current
streak versus one team
in the NBA behind San
Antonio’s 32-game run
against Golden State,
according to STATS.

The Kings haven't
won a regular-season
game in Dallas since
Feb. 27, 2003, when they
won 126-124 in overtime.
Sacramento did win a
game in Dallas during a
five-game playoff series
victory over the Maver-
icks in 2004.

The Kings just missed
out on snapping the long
Dallas skid a night after
winning in Oklahoma
City for the first time in
15 tries.

“I think it was an in-
credible game,” Cousins
said. “There were big
shots from them, big
shots from us. I guess it
was just whoever made
the bicocest chot ”’
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Items for Sale Real Estate for Rent Real Estate for Rent “

CDL WINCH TRUCK
DRIVERS Looking for
experienced winch truck
operators. Must pass a drug
screen and physical. Good
pay, full benefits. Please
contact us at 432-935-6472
or bbason@fowlertrans.com

Hillcrest Child Development
Center has a part time
position available Mon-Fri. If
you are energetic and love
kids please come apply. Must
have high school diploma or
GED. Hillcrest CDC, 2000
West FM 700.

Kitchen Help & Carhop. Must
be Neat in Appearance.
Honest & Dependable. No
Experience Necessary Will
Train! Inquire at Wagon
Wheel 2010 Scurry St.

No Phone Calls Please!

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE Store now
hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.

Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Now hiring Vacuum Truck
Drivers. Must have one year
current experience. Must be
able to commute to Tarzan.
For further info please call
432-631-1994.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently hiring for
the following positions:
Non-Certified/

Certified Nurse Aides

We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great
Family working
environment!

Please apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently looking for
Charge Nurses who are
motivated, caring and love
the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!

You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehabilitation is now
accepting applications for a
RN/LVN MDS Coordinator.
Must have experience in long
term care. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!

You can apply on line at

www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Pizza Inn is hiring for

all positions: Cooks, drivers,
& waitstaff. Apply in Person
2-5pm Mon-Sun. @ 700 E.
FM 700.

Pollard Chevrolet is looking
for an experienced Tire Tech.
Contact Randy in Service in
person @1501 E. 4th St.

The Wood Group is hiring
Direct Care Staff for
residential facility in Big
Spring. Fulltime (4pm-12am)
& weekend shift (8pm-8am)
position available. Entry level
position. No certification
required. To apply visit our
website
www.thewoodgroup.us and
fax application to
432-263-4334. For questions
call 432-263-2559.

Truck Driver Bri-Chem
Supply is hiring experienced
truck driver to transport and
deliver materials. Must pass
a drug screen and physical.
To apply email
hresources@brichem.com

Two Hearts Home
Health/Dos Corazones is
hiring personal care
attendants to work in the
home with the elderly. Must
have a phone and car.
Please call Two Hearts Home
Health at 432-685-1705 to

apply.

Wanted Farm Hand.
Experienced only! Call after
7pm. 432-684-5418

FRESH
Local Pecans

THIS SEASON'S HARVEST!
Professionally Processed.
Halves & Pieces $10/Ib
Chips $8/Ib.

Call (432) 935-0035

Looking for a property owner
that will allow four hunters to
hunt for sandhill crane on
their property for two days in
January. Call 214-399-6875

WILD HOG BUYING
STATION. Paying top prices
and head bonuses. Near
Sweetwater. 806-778-5949

Real Estate for Rent

1010 A Nolan. New 2 bed/2
bath w/kitchen appliances.
No bills paid $1,200/month,
$800/dep.

Call 432-267-7449 or
432-634-8101

1603 Kentucky. 3 bed, 1.5
bath. New CH/A, remodeled
bathrooms, fenced yard
wi/storage. $1,000/month,
$700/dep.

Call 432-853-7202.

1702 Morrison.

3 Bed, 1 Bath, CH/A, Tile
Floors, Storage,
$1025/month, $850/dep.
12 Month Lease.
432-816-1255.

1746 Purdue. 3 bed, 1 bath,
living room/den, 1 car

garage, fenced.
$1,050/month, $900/dep.
Call 432-816-1255

2602 Cheyenne. Beautiful
brand new home. Total
electric. 2 bed, 1 bath.
$1,050/month.

Call 432-517-2876.
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tion and holiday leave.

CRMWD

Colorado River Municipal Water District

The Colorado River Municipal Water District, regional
raw water supplier for the Permian Basin, is accepting ap-
plications for following position in the Big Spring Area.

Senior Accountant — Assists with the maintenance of
the district’s financial records, accounting systems and
processes necessary to manage the district’s business.
Responsibilities include billing of accounts receivable,
maintain district banking and reconciliations. Maintain
fixed assets and assist with financials statements and
financial reporting. Strong computer skills required in
Microsoft Excel and Word. Three to five year experience
required. Accounting degree preferred.

CRMWD is an equal opportunity employer. Benefits
include health insurance, retirement plans, and sick, vaca-

Please apply at 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, Texas
79720, Phn. 432.267.6347, website: www.crmwd.org

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths

Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

a

267-5444
263-5555

Price reduction! 2521 Dow.
3 Bed/1 Bath. CH/A,
Washer/Dryer Conn.,
Covered parking.
$1,000/month, $500/dep.
Call Richard 432-599-0096.

3201 Drexel. Clean 3 bed, 1
bath, living room, den, CH/A.
$1,200/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-770-1302 or
432-770-1430

6+BR/4BA Highland South
$3,000 Beautiful rental in
Highland South. Great
location for family. Good
schools. Deposit and
References required.
512-964-9972
amethea2@yahoo.com

605 Runnels. A better 2/1
rental, king size rooms, glass
viewing porch. $775 lease.
No smoking/pets.
432-270-0707 Broker

606 W. 16th St. 2/1, recent
update, good neighborhood.
$1,050/month + deposit. One
year lease. Background &
references. 432-816-1815

Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

Available in January. 520
Scott Dr. in Highland South.
3/2, nice yard. $1,950/month.
432-267-2296

Beautiful 3/2 home at 3
Glenwick Cove in Big Spring.
Call for appt. 432-270-8525
or 432-263-0786

OFFICE SPACE FOR
LEASE. EXCELLENT
LOCATION. 1309 GREGG
STREET. Approx. 2200sdft.
Minimum 1 year lease.
$1,750.00/month plus dep.
Please call 432-263-5000

Travel Trailers & Spaces for
rent. Peaceful Country
setting. Call Brandy
432-213-3608 for spaces or
trailers.

Travel Trailers For Rent. For
More Information Call Ann @
816-6484 or Ticia @
213-3504

Real Estate for Sale

Owner will finance. 1609
Harding St. 3 bed, 1 bath,
large kitchen. $63,900 total,
$3,000/down, $587/month.
Call Patience 432-349-5242

Owner will finance.

1904 Runnels St. 3 bed, 2
bath. $59,900. $4,000/down,
$540/month. Has new
paint/carpet.

Call Patience 432-349-5242

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT,
HARVEY COUNTY,
KANSAS PROBATE
DEPARTMENT

Case No. 15 AD 12

IN THE MATTER OF THE
APPLICATION

to adopt

BABY GIRL GONZALEZ,
DOB: 12/13/15

A Minor Child.

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER
59 OF KANSAS STATUTES
ANNOTATED

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

HEARING TO TERMINATE
PARENTAL RIGHTS

THE STATE OF KANSAS
TO ALL PERSONS
CONCERNED:

YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED that a Petition has
been filed in the above-
named Court praying for an
Order and Decree of said
Court that the Petitioners be
permitted and authorized to
adopt BABY GIRL GONZA-
LEZ as their own child; that
an Order and Decree of Ad-
option of the said child by the
Petitioners be made and
entered by said Court; for an
order terminating the parent-
al rights of the natural moth-
er and the natural father of
said child; that the name of
the child upon adoption by
these Petitioners be
changed; and that they have
all other proper relief. You
are hereby required to file
your written defenses thereto
on or before the 27th day of
January, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.,
of said day, in said Court, in
the Harvey County Court-
house in the City of Newton,
Kansas, at which time and
place said cause will be
heard. If you are unable to
obtain counsel to represent
you in this matter based on
your income, you may quali-
fy for appointed counsel. You
must complete an affidavit
from the Clerk’s office regard-
ing your lack of funds or as-
sets and file the affidavit with
the Clerk’s office prior to the
final hearing on January 27th,
2016, so that a determina-
tion can be made by the
Court. Should you fail there-
of, judgment and decree will
be entered in due course
upon said Petition.

Ann T. Rider (12507)
200 E. First, Suite 200
Wichita, Kansas 67202
(316) 265-7600
Attorney for Petitioners

#8931 December 30,
January 6 & 13
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TexSCAN Week of
January 3, 2016

LEGAL

LOOKING TO SELL land? Reach over SCHOOL/TRAINING

2-million readers for one low price in the Texas
Statewide Advertising Network. Contact this
newspaper or call 1-800-749-4793
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NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS - Get
training as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students. Career

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. MEDICAL placement assistance. Aviation Institute of

Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can
Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon
& Associates at 1-800-755-0168 to start your

application today!

& SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill - Cut GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! Get a pain-relieving brace - little or NO cost to
FREE Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now!
1-800-518-0173

REAL ESTATE SUPPLIES

15 ACRES south of George West. Heavy EMERGENCIES CAN STRIKE at any time.
brush cover, end of road, joins large ranch Wise Food Storage makes it easy to prepare
2 sides. Deer, hogs, turkey. $3187/down, with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have
$581/mo., (9.9%, 20-yrs.) 1-866-286-0199. a 25-year shelf life. FREE sample. Call:
1-800-716-0841

or 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

www.ranchenterprisesltd.com

SAFE STEP WALK-IN Tub. Alert for Seniors,

Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by SERVICES

Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less
than 4 inch step-in. Wide door. Anti-Slip floors.
[SSIINSSSEOI L O SQNUINRNIESY American made. Installation included. Call

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4397.00 - MAKE 1-800-606-8052 for $750 off.

Maintenance 1-800-475-4102

RECEIVING PAYMENTS from real estate you
sold? Get cash now! Call Steve: 1-888-870-2243
www.SteveCashesNotes.com

West Region Only

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad

288

North Region Only

papers, 844,050 Cir

95 Newspapers, 297,505 Circulation

South Region Only

101 papers, 366,627 Cir \
$250
92 Newspapers, 205,950 Circulation
To Order: Call this Newspaper

direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

The Big Spring Herald

Real Estate Classifieds

Let the
Classifieds
help

Show & Sell
Your Home

Advertise your home
for sale in our Real
Estate Classifieds,
and reach thousands
of potential buyers
right here in our area.

Call or email to place your ad today!

432.263.7331
classifieds @bigspringherald.com

LAMUN-LUSK-SANCHEZ

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas State Veterans Home is seeking the following positions:

* CNA ¢ LVN ¢ Business Office Manager

We offer benefits that include: Vacation time, 401 (k) matching, paid health insurance, dental, vision,
bonus plan and marketplace chaplains, bonus plans for all team members, PTO and paid holidays.

Apply At:

1809 N. Hwy. 87 * Big Spring, Texas 79720

432-268-1987

275793

The

Big Spring Herald

Visit Our Website

at

www.bigspringherald.com
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A Modem Auto Dismantler

WESTE X

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 * (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

262449

$65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!! __

AUTO PARTS [ CONCRETE CARPET CLEANING

NEED T0 SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

40 Years Plus Experience

Ortiz Concrete
Gonst.

Steel Buildings

Call:
Domingo Ortiz

806-799-1036 / Cell

Carpee® Clr..wr-l.-lr_|

258667

276365

100% Guarantee
Spot Remowval

Inzured = Fres Catimates
Commernsial and Rosidoenlizal

Carpet + Upholztery « llardwood

Locally Owned & 0perated

432-268-2759

hitp://bigsmpringlx . heavensbesi.com/

236409

Tile & Grout

Lance Reld

IS IS @D @D cEre SEEED

Trying To Get Rid Of gifil%';‘:;ﬁ:g

“nwanled “ems Specializing in all types of
concrete, stucco, brick, block
cnll 263'1331 and also stone work

Herald Classifieds | | (OURWORKSPEAKS FOR ITSELE)

) NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!!

HERALD 2 FREE ESTIMATES

" CALL (432)466-4640

[ rnces B eENFRAL CONTRACTOR

Quality l}?ncrete
an
Metal Building

Residential and Commercial
Garage * Shed ¢ Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

816-6839

229714

Amaya j
Construction | | CROSS { ROADS
+ Slab Curbs * e ol W
* Driveways ¢ MIE % ]
* Foundation ¢ hdar[d‘lnhh( = R [(’
NO .écr)g JXB_ BIG Master Electrician | License £173630
Jose Amaya Tecas Electicl. 1 conse 12549

432-894-0702

Phone: (437) 2646261

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTIN BIG SPRING

+Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal
+ Doy Kennels

ROOFING - PAINTING
MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

(432) 263-1580
FAX
(432) 263-3711

CELL

Now Accepting

ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

(432) 517-0133

220763

A & B Glass Company

Commercial/Residential

¢ Locally Owned

Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

(432) 466-3619

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-267-3349

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

FHB?H%;

s

Free Estimates

OUTSIDE
SPRING CLEAN-UP

* Tree Trimming
* Yard Manicuring
« Light Hauling
« Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service
432-268-3318

252128

= e

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our ’Pnce & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW20d St Big Spring, T

ERS

a Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds . Irrigation « Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care
"Paverss. Brick & stones, Patios & walkways

Complete tree service » Retaining walls

Commercial & Residential

(432) 213-0031 [ [ =

Free Estimates

LANDSCAPING U uwnsesvice 3 LANDSCAPING

Mowing, weedeating, haul- .
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, f
cleanup of lots, alleys & ‘ IMINBO\V
storage buildings. LANDSCAPING
& Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,
scogg"! Hauling, Garden,
Lawn Service Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
ca“ 261'5460 g Call Bryan @ o
Cell 816-6150 © (432)301-5821 ¢

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classitieds

HERALD

HOME IMPROVEMENT Ly @ m

= J&J ENTRY DOORS/
¢ HANDYMAN GARAGE
% "'%a SPECIALIZING IN DOORS/OPENERS
GARAGE DOORS Remodeling * Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Complete Home Refinishing
Remode"ng Kitchen & Bath Specialist

Cabinets, Porch, Decks,
Garage Doors, Etc.

432-816-0658

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

265790

409E.3RD 267-5811

Trying To GetRid of] | RS Home Repair
Add On's, Baths,
Unwanted Items Kitchens, Camorte,
ﬂm.l. 263'1331 Garages, Garage.D(.)ors,
Herald Classifieds Remodeling, Painting
And Etc.
Call Randy
ERAI.D (432) 816-3030

Expert Plumbing and
Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering
Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Williams Lawn Service

& U-Haul Rental
We Mow, Trim & Haul g
& Plus Rent U-Haul _is,
Trucks &Trailers ¢ Gtk

Alvin Williams “#4 Inspection. 8
OWNER ] call g
209 N. Johnson, e}
Big Spring TX 79720 # 20 (432) 270-3911
4322139568 £ M-36107

alvinwilliams68@yahoo.com

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

cant 263-82680 0r 210-3262

200419

Roach Bros. LLE

PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES
1200 E. 4th St. » Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 606-5029 Ofc.  (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

273865

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD

DELIVERED?
CALL

432-263-1331

MOBILE MECHANIC

Diesel & Gas
913-978-7288

We Come TO You - 150 Mile Ilatlills

", Salazar's ,

Truck/Trailer/Auto

_-',.:i\.
h..u-*"

Timmy D’s
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs
Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

258531

Prune Trees, 5]1r_ul1.l.. Hedges
& Tree Removal

432-270-0485

TS €

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

Mar 7. Moore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

LARRY'S TREE SERVICE
(432) 270-8049

* Tree Removal * Trimming

263757

* Pruning .
nh - Serving - R, ﬂ%
gy 'ii' Permian Basin Since 2001 *;: S e .
o FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

* Drain Cleaning ¢ Gas Lines * Water Heaters
* Water Leaks * Fixtures

Advance Plumbing

Edward Roach
Master Plumber « M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell 432-606-5029 Of
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

273864

C

7 7
A AVE e

Drvwall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.
You Need it
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates
r-'::' .;.-"'. el eSS - lfjn JF e b

Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement | |Johnny Flores
All Types of Roof Work, Roofing &
Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting, Construction

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!

267-1110

We Do It...

257712

220351

432-166-1102

T&P CONSTRUCTION

(All Remodeling)
Stucco, Brick,
Driveways
Side Walks
House Slab
Block Fences
All Concrete Work

Call Today!

1432 213- 4175

Mobile Wash
W/Steamer

273350

(432) 2135128
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( wareewes 0 SECURITY di™» @&
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i ] v
Choate Well | | SRAn9 Ity | ™y NG o | [ LUPE'STREE | ™ pofi.ple | [THIS COULD
_ Security TRIMMING
ser"lce Locally Owned GA HAGE SAI_E Trimming trees in Big Spring (and S lf S BE
For all your water well needs For All S ye tv Need ;““"““di“g areas) Sg“ce 198 c tor age
. ) ’ or ecurity Needs . or tree trimming and removal.
All major credit cards accepted Call If:ull'lf?a 7;'33| 1 CALL Lupe Villalpando * New Clean Facility voll n nn
ca" [432] 393'5231 = = Fral ASSITIEES 432-268-6406 *Video Survellience
Family Owned Business ® Tonyia Grigg | | . 432-213-1451 FOR MORE
For 55 Vs, z 432_816_4421 g __H ERAL D % Satifﬁzlgg(gqs TGILI,\?IrAaTnéeed Electronic C%ate Access
* Fenced & Lighted Complex INFORMATION
* 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access
Al T ETTI> Gl oo CALL
ELKINS CATTLE TRANSIT, LTD. CO. AU . i i * Movi i
C.attle.Hauling - Hay Haulipg cecll s Palntlng Tr“lng Tﬂ Get n“l 0' ) M0v1ng Supphes 263-1331
(Semi Trailer or Gooseneck Available) Retlred Fireman “nwanted “ems Month to Month Rentals
.He‘flvy Eguipment trucki.ng for: Free Herald ClaSSIﬁedS
P lpell?l:’c}%lfg:;bce?ig;ﬁﬁg’) Farm Estimates cnll 263.1331 Locally Owned & Operated by
: Gary & Glenda Gillihan
TERRY ELKINS Interior Herald Classifieds ;,
432-631-6623 Big Spring, Texas = & Exterior . 1908 Wasson Rd. g HE R AL D
* ing* *Weldi i ipe)* -
Trucking >x\ZVBezelc11{1;1g0(gge:rt1ﬁe:d Pipe) [4321 413 6895 5 :HERALD (432) 5 I 7'4860 5
275933 Fully Licensed and Insured (DIAL AREA CODE) < = 252122

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

LocsLy OwNep & FamiLy Operatep For 67 ?ea/w«
Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

The Classifieds

Have It!

Looking for a new house?
A good car? An affordable computer?
Find just what you need and want,
in the classifieds.

Tlll‘. Bio nring Herald
To place your ad call: §32-203-1331

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier, CONCHETE
it’s not a steel pier. m
. Capable of 90 ft. in depth' &+ RATIG ‘

The Big Country’s only provider

for non-corrosive Steel Piers  |yueuneazsock

STRATUM R
“FLOATER™

. * Repairs on Solid Slab,
Pier & Beam Foundations

* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner
Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

LiFETIME TRANSFERABLE =
GUARANTEE

Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome ® Free Inspections ® Senior Citizens & Military Discounts

The Glassifieds...

just a click away
Hﬂﬂflllg

il Insured& Bonded

* LIFETIME Shlngles
* Hail Resistant Shingles
* 26 Gauge Metal

Sy

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year
80% Upgrade To me?al At No Additional Cost

( 30 Yrs. Of Domg It Right!

‘“‘%432 2_uT -94718 ™

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!
-~

i T,

T
@

By Phone... By Fax.. In Person... By e-mail... By Mail...
263-7331 2647205 710 Scur Classfieds(® P.O.Box 1431 | :
iy BigSpringHerald.com : HERALD

276366
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ABC Notic. Cleveland | CBS Noticiero | News ars Show Mama’s American | Seinfeld (DVS) Pardon Big 12 NCIS (DVS)|Duck D. Bush
Jeopardy!  |Muchacha |Mod Fam News Caso Cer- |News Mani PBS News- |M*A*S*H Fam. Guy |Seinfeld Castle NBA Bas- College Cowboys Duck D. Alaskan
Wheel BigBang |ET rado News House Hour M*A*S*H  |Fam. Guy |Seinfeld (DVS) ketball: New | Basketball: | Mays Live |NCIS (DVS)|Duck D. Bush
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DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS HAGAR

"DENNIG DOESNT THINK ABOUT WHAT HEG DOING

BECAUSE WES ToO BUSY THINKING ABOLT WHAT

€ 2016 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd
www familycircus.com

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

“Mommy, how much longer do you
think it'll be before PJ gets

HELL PONEXT.” his cold this year?”

BC

O H/ NO’ YOU DON‘T‘! Facgbook comBCzomic - T R ‘ /aﬂ
MY MANT™ CAVE

(S OFF-LIMITS.
N

\\JohnHartSludios.com 3

\ R CAUTION: PUNS OF THIS CALIBER SHOULD NOT BE READ IF
N SUFFERING FROM UPSET STOMACH, NAUSEA OR A BOWEL CONDITION.,

©Trust foo Ida Hart uwo John Harl. All rights reserved

WIZARD OF ID

Wizardofld.com

Facebook com/WizardOfld
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€Trust o Ida Hart uwo John Hart. All righls reserved.
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ALWNAYS
EXUTED

GARBAGE P! T BET

< THIS 1S AN ALIEN

LUNCH®BOX THAT FELL
TO CARTH WHEN A
FLVING SAUCEi‘Q WAS

SHOT POWN

HI AND LOIS

ITS ANALIEN
LUNCHBOK.

THEY'RE . I'M GONNA BE
S o SETTING THEIR J| § QUEEN OF THE
UP, I'M GONNA :
SIGHTS TOO
BE A FAMOUS 3 —
DANCER! I'M GONNA - Low...
BEAPRO VITTH g 43
FOOTBALL l 2
pLAYER! AR V] o
- ,I\k ~, g
Sl A
K
_ i
T HE

THE OTHER COAST

R O D D

SNUFFY SMITH

READY FER YORE |
BIRFDAY CAKE,
GRAMPY ?!

@201 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserver

www.snuffysmithcomics.com

% ci‘mig

(¥

ARG

OKAY, NOW
I'M READY !

BEETLE BAILEY

P
E@

Yo GREG+| ¥ | HAVE BITHER SHH...PON'
WHERE DID ' I'VE LOOKED H...DON'T
Teutay  evervweere /) MGE || oFvouseen  \ UHw )\ EmsarRASS
GLASSES?2 MY GLASSES?

HAGAR, 1 FORGOT THE OLSENS
ARE VEGETARIANS. WHAT
ARE WE GOING To Do 7/

ALLOW ME TO

BLONDIE

3

©2016 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

CARVE
THIS APPLE FOR YOU ./
2 SRS

ZSNICKER S CAN YOU KEEP

A SECRET FROM HERB?

e, Inc. World Rights

es Syndicate
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nvklgg_s\REALLV FUNNY:
H O
 SSS

- CHUCKLE: ARE YOU SURE?
,m||[|||

DO YOU
N ol
>2 & P!

I BET IT WASN'T ALL
THAT FUNNY ANYWAY

www.Blondie.com

This Date
In History

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 6,
the sixth day of 2016. There are

360 days left in the year.
Today's  Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 6, 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his
State of the Union address, out-
lined a goal of "Four Freedoms":
Freedom of speech and expres-
sion; the freedom of people to
worship God in their own way;
freedom from want; freedom
from fear.

On this date:

In 1540, England's King
Henry VIII married his fourth
wife, Anne of Cleves. (The mar-
riage lasted about six months.)

In 1759, George Washington
and Martha Dandridge Custis
were married in New Kent
County, Virginia.

In 1838, Samuel Morse and
Alfred Vail gave the first suc-
cessful public demonstration of
their telegraph in Morristown,
New Jersey.

In 1912, New Mexico became
the 47th state.

In 1919, the 26th president of
the United States, Theodore
Roosevelt, died in Oyster Bay,
New York, at age 60.

In 1945, George Herbert
Walker Bush married Barbara

Newsday Crossword

Pierce at the First Presbyterian
Church in Rye, New York.

In 1950, Britain recognized
the Communist government of
China.

In 1963, "Oliver!" Lionel Bart's
musical adaptation of the
Charles Dickens novel "Oliver
Twist," opened on Broadway.
"Mutual of Omaha's Wild
Kingdom" premiered on NBC-
TV

In 1974, year-round daylight
saving time began in the United
States on a trial basis as a fuel-
saving measure in response to
the OPEC oil embargo.

In 1987, the U.S. Senate voted
88-4 to establish an 11-member
panel to hold public hearings
on the Iran-Contra affair.

In 1994, figure skater Nancy
Kerrigan was clubbed on the
leg by an assailant at Detroit's
Cobo Arena; four men, includ-
ingtheex-husbandofKerrigan's
rival, Tonya Harding, went to
prison for their roles in the
attack. (Harding denied know-
ing about plans for the attack.)

In 2001, with Vice President
Al Gore presiding (in his capac-
ity as president of the Senate),
Congress formally -certified
George W. Bush the winner of
the bitterly contested 2000 pres-
idential election.

Ten years ago: Al-Qaida's No.
2 official, Ayman al-Zawahri
said in a videotape that arecent
U.S. decision to withdraw some
troops from Iraq represented

"the victory of Islam." Hugh
Thompson, Jr., a former Army
helicopter pilot honored for
rescuing Vietnamese civilians
from his fellow GIs during the
My Lai massacre, died in
Alexandria, Louisiana, at age
62. Velvet-voiced singer Lou
Rawls died in Los Angeles at

age 72.
Five years ago: U.S. Defense
Secretary  Robert  Gates

announced he would cut $78
billion from the Defense
Department budget over the
next five years, an effort to
trim fat in light of the nation's
ballooning deficit.

Thought for Today:

"A little learning is not a dan-
gerous thing to one who does
not mistake it for a great deal."

William Allen White,
American newspaper editor
(1868-1944)

® 2015 The Associated Press.

©
=
o
c
@
b
c
N
N

nswer to pri

Al
A
R

o /m|m|©

Lml{=J{=][s]
r—<m =

=P ri>n
R |mXOlu

momrir>gmozZ-—o

Rl Hi=Ek

S
E
D
A
T
E
K
o
A
L
A

»moox

— |3> mMER®n X OO0 - vg-OoT

R
]

N
K
A
R
E
A
S
A
L
E
S

[FIEA0IE] EEIRED LIS
O[> - m-|—-Cvil-vcom

= mz[=/<jlo|Z[n[cjlim/~

FLEELR RREIRR
<|- oS mEgZ-H-H>
o O ZMEEnomn

>0/ C®/mm—n

A
R
A
P
T
A
L
o
H
A

m-®»n>X

=
D

NO ROOM by Carolyn Stewart
Edited by Stanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 65 Covered-wagon 10 Knight trainee 41 Online sales,
1 WWII surrender beasts 11 Greek liqueur for short
celebration 66 Line of rotation 12 Most important 42 Miscellaneous
6 Mosque leader 67 Pop singer 13 Newspaper 47 Cable channel
10 Few __John execs. airing vintage
14 Author Jong 68 Polar explorer 21 Solve, as sitcoms
15 City near Richard a secret 51 Cable channel
Carson City 69 Market covered message airing the
16 Campus by CNBC 22 Lama land Senate
courtyard 70 Was snoozing 25 Jellied garnish 52 Strong
17 Blacksmith’s 26 Place to park adhesive
iron block DOWN 27 Computer 54 Folk stories
18 Prefix for social 1 Cutlet meat troubleshooters 55 Cunning
19 Commando 2 Inventor Rubik 296 Down 56 Web surfer
weapons 3 Prima donna neighbor 57 Students at
20 Inquiry with 4 Woodstock-era 30 Watering holes 5 Down
an unjustified music 32 Cognizant 58 Besides that
assumption 5 Conn. school 33 Dreadlocks 59 Suffix for
23 Feel bad about 6 Baghdad's land wearer luncheon
24 Ado 7 List of entrées 34 Wedding gown, 60 At the summit of
25 In the matter of 8 Starts a poker for one 61 Food-can
28 AFLs union hand 37 Adorable damage
partner 9 Damp 38 On the roster 62 Steal from
31 Santa costume
part 1 |2 |3 [4 |5 6 (7 |8 |9 10 |11 [12 [13
35 Blueprint detail 47 15 16
36 Prophet
39 Armed conflict 17 13 19
40 Prepared for a
trip 20
43 How Germans
say “I”

44 Doctrines

45 and crafts
46 Jai alai basket

48 Collector's goal
49 Herbal brews

50 Bad habit

53 List-ending

abbr.

55 Captain’s
acceleration
order

62 Civil rights
activist Parks

63 Opinion survey

64 Coffeehouse

order

CREATORS SYNDICATE @ 2016 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@ACL.COM
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Retrograde place, whatever
Sandwich happens. If it makes
old-fashioned
Yesterday good sense, it
Mercury will make new-
turned ret- fashioned good
rograde sense, too.
an%l tomor- GEMINI (May
row Jupiter 21-dune 21). Are
will follow 7 you still trying
suit, making - todraw a tidy
today the HoLIDAy conclusion btlo a?
mgat in the MATHIS messy problem?
middle of the Give it up for
retrograde the day. Here’s

sandwich. A spirited
Sagittarius moon will
promise plenty of
substance in this day,
more savory than
sweet. A lunar square
of Neptune adds
some dreamy spices.
Problems are oppor-
tunities to use your
imagination.

ARIES (March
21-April 19). You'’re
apt to change the
game plan fairly
often, and that’s why
it will be better to go
solo. You need the
flexibility to turn on a
dime without having
to explain yourself or
lead the troops.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Don't
worry about the
trend. You’re making
classic moves that
will cement your

a distraction: Put a
meal together for
your crew tonight.
Share your gift for
pairing interesting
flavors.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). You're
entitled to have
mixed feelings about
anything at all. Don’t
let anyone pressure
you into coming
up with a slogan
for your emotions.
Un-mixing them into
a single phrase is too
reductive.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). There’s a
change you’d like
to see in another
person, and this is
something that could
really happen. The
way to get there is
to make the very
same change. Your

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits | through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or
box.
Sudoku Puzzle - Easy
91 1 5 2186
415|682 9
8|27 |6 5111 4
11913 8 6
2 8 9 31411
5] 1 8 9
7 2 519 8
6 9y1 |7 315
S 4 161172

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD

CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD
OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

We have moved to y
Suite 304 to serve you better!

AREAS OF INTEREST:

GENERAL INTERNAL

MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN //

TESTOSTERONE
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE, [
WEIGHT LOSS. |

Practice is recognized |

as delivering excellent J
care in Diabetes j
per Blue Cross |
and Blue Shield. i

Flu vaccines available. '-‘-3

-

£

Bilingual

Serving Big Spring Since 1993
1501 W. 11th Place - Suite 304

263633

O

Unned

432-113-4500

ountry
/‘—i\/
Real Estate

Heart of the
City Realtors

276163

1005 E.FM 700
(432) 14-333%
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

model will inspire
and motivate a
transformation.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22). You
may identify with
your possessions
more than usual and
hopefully this will not
cause you to envy or
overspend. Truly, the
problem can be fixed
with imagination, not
money.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Silence
isn’t golden; it’s
worth far more than
that today. If you'’re
having trouble, know
that if you chase the
silence it will always
outrun you. It must
be seized unaware
when you come upon
it.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Remember when
you had to give up
the thing that was
taking up too much
space in your life to
be healthy for you?
Well, now a cosmic

present will drop in
to fill its place, slim,

efficient and a beauty

to behold.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
There are buttons to
be pushed and you
have many fingers to
push them with. So,
what’s necessary?
What'’s kind? What'’s
just for fun? These
are the questions to
ask before you start
poking.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19).
You'll call; they’ll
unleash the minutiae
of their daily lives,
including, seemingly,
each detail of
every thought that
has crossed their
mental landscape
lately. Take this as a
compliment. You'’re
fun to talk to.
AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). Intimacy
can be a rocky field
of contradictions. You
need good shoes
to navigate it, and

13

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
LR
¥Ks54
Q1073
#7652
WEST EAST
a1062 AMAKQ8753
Y873 ¥1092
L X)) 494
*KQI94 $3
SOUTH
L Y
YAQ6
$AKJI852
SAL08
The bidding:
South  West  North East
[+ Pass 24 36
54

Opening lead — king of clubs.

Qccasionally, dcclarer is faced
with what seems to be an utterly
impossible assignment. But if he
keeps his composure, he can salvage
more than a few scemingly hopeless
contracts.

Take this case where South is in
five diamonds and appears to have
three inescapable losers. With no dis-
cards available and no long suits to
establish, he can hardly be blamed
for feeling he is certain to go down
one.

3 L
\ 9
orid UeN/
By Steve Becker
Never Give Up

But if declarer is from the school
that doesn’t give up easily, he will
seek a way to hold his losses to two
tricks. From the outset, he should be
trying to visualize a possible distri-
bution of the opposing cards that
would allow five diamonds to be
made.

Given East’s pre-emptive three-
spade bid, South should feel that his
chances are considerably better than
would normally be expected.
Accordingly. he wins the club lead
with the ace and draws two rounds of
trumps, noting that East follows suit
to both of them.

Next come the A-K-Q of hearts,
and when East follows suit to all
three rounds, declarer’s chances
improve dramatically. Now, if East
has the seven spades he would ordi-
narily hold for his bid, and also has
the A-K-Q among them, South is cer-
tain to make the contract.

So, after cashing the third heart,
declarer leads a low spade to
dummy’s nine. East takes the ninc
with the queen and, with only spades
remaining in his hand, returns the ace
— on which South discards the eight
of clubs! East has no choice but to
lead another spade, allowing South
to discard his ten of clubs as he ruffs
in dummy, and the “impossible” con-
tract is home.

Tomorrow: Hard work pays big dividend.
©2016 King Features Syndicate Inc.

4 3 RD ANNIVERSARY DALE

1972

2007 Chevy Avalanche LT

“2 To Choose From.”

432)261-8181 &7

2011 Nissan Maxima

2013,

< 2002F3501.3 Diesel

“Fresh Engine.”

AUTO
snies (4321263-81817

perhaps a walking
stick to lean on. A
close friend is ready
to hear what’s on
your mind and heart.
PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). You
don’t require constant
reminders of your
greatness or tons
of reinforcement to
feel stable. You know
what you’ve done,
what you have, and,
most importantly,
who you are, and
this will give you
confidence.
TODAY’S
BIRTHDAY (Jan. 6).
You stay out of the
drama, do what’s
right and seize a
coveted position in
the early part of the
year. Opponents will
become partners
in February. March
brings the start of a
quest that may take
years to accomplish
and will bring many
thrills along the
way. Romance and
promises fill the
summer months.
Pisces and Cancer
adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 4, 10,
15, 7 and 40.
ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “Why
can’t | ever seem to
keep my New Year’s
resolutions? | make
them every year,
and by Feb. 1 they
are always broken.
Some years I've
made 20 resolutions,
some years five or
six, and one year
| only made one.
But all to no avail. |
don’t seem to have
the self-discipline
necessary to do
what | say | want to
do or be who | say |
want to be. Should
| even bother?
Signed, Undisciplined

Aquarius.”

The Mercury
retrograde isn’t
making it any easier
for you! Aquarius
is often extremely
focused on doing
good in the world
and helping others tc
the exclusion of his
or her own desires.
I’ll bet that a lot of
your resolutions
are at war with your
actual priorities. For
instance, you may
have a resolution
to lose weight. Yet
it’s also important
for you to feed your
family, and you wind
up eating what you
feed them, which
isn’t supporting
your diet. These
things take time and
commitment to work
out. | suggest that
this year you have
only two resolutions,
the first being your
No. 1 goal. The
second should be a
commitment: Every
time you fail at goal
No. 1, get back on
track and try again.

To write to Holiday
Mathis, visit www.
creators.com and
click “Write the
Author” on her page.

COPYRIGHT 2016
CREATORS.COM

sudoku

ANSWERS

Sucoins Soiubon - Easy
gl1|7]|3|5) 412|886
4|5 618211793
ITL‘!!-.E 7 E..‘! 5 14
19314 |8)2])6(5]7
2|6 |8]5|9)7]3 i1
5| 7|4]6|1]3]8|2|9
Tl4|1]2|3)5]9|6|8
G|2|9)1|7T|8]4|3|5
IH-‘.'!--ﬁ 9 4L‘ 1|72

We carry a full line of

Purina Livestock Feed!
Howard Gounty Feed

701 E. 2nd St.

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control

Problem with Medication
(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
Shockwave Technology Available
Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103 \
Big Spring, Tk 79720

220755

(432) 267-6411

FEATURED PROPERTY

Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath located on quiet cul-de-sac. This
home has lots of TLC and features large open family area

with built-ins, new 5 ton A/C October 2015, new roof October
2015, and new interior paint. Lifetime warranty on foundation.
Workshop with AC plus parking for an RV.

2306 BRENT




Bic SPRING HERALD
14 LocAL Wednesday, January 6, 2016

i

-

A = \ \

We are seeking 2 person teams ready to take part and lose weight in
January, February and March competing to claim

“The Best Loser” Spring Titlie and

A Gash Grand Prize!
If you are ready to start losing weight, sign up for

The Best Loser Spring Challenge!

We are seeking 2 person teams ready to take part in this
fitness/lifestyle change, and compete for Grand Prize!

$15 per person or $30 per team.

* Team photos and updates will be published. Here you’ll be
able to follow along with the progress of each team, and

see how your team measures up.These specials will be
published January 31st, March 6th, April 3rd.

2016 BEST LOSER
FAT TO FITNESS

* We will only provide your team’s total percentage of
weight loss, not individual weight.

* At the end of the 3-month program, the winning team will
be determined by the highest percentage of weight lost,
and receive the “Grand Prize”.

* Contest prizes determined on number of teams.

* To join the Best Loser Spring Challenge,
fill out the form below and return to us with
your $30 team fee, CASH ONLY,

No later than January 25, 2016.

Sign us up for the Best Loser Challenge!

Team Name (Be Creative)

DEADLINE
JANUARY 25, 2016

)
3
=

(TEAM PHOTO MUST BE TAKEN, ENTRY
FEE MUST BE TURNED IN AND YOU MUST
WEIGH IN BY THIS DATE TO QUALIFY FOR

CHALLENGE)

Team Member I: phone:

Team Member 2: phone:

274921



