
One man is in custody 
and other arrests are ex-
pected in connection with 
a recent rash of vandalism 
which has resulted in thou-
sands of dollars of damage 
over the course of the past 
several days.

Christian Anthony Tor-
rence, 20, was arrested at 
his home in the 1400 block 
of Benton on criminal mis-
chief charges, a Big Spring 
Police Department news re-
lease stated.

During the past week, city police and county 
deputies have received 47 reports of criminal 
mischief. 44 of which were inside the city limits 
and three were in the county. 

“The offenses consisted of someone using a 
BB gun to shoot out windows of houses, build-
ings, vehicles, and even a church, causing over 
$16,000 in damage,” the news release stated.

Investigators with the Police Department and 
Sheriff’s Office jointly began following leads 
which eventually led to Torrence’s arrest, the 
news release stated. 

Investigators expect more arrests to follow. 

— Steve Reagan
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Vandalism
charges

filed against
local man
Accused of causing 

thousands in damage 
during week-long spree

Torrence

Lighting up Christmas

File photo

More than 20,000 people are expected to visit the Comanche Trail Festival of Lights, which is open 
from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. nightly through Dec. 31. Admission is free, although donations are accepted. 
Visitors are asked to enter the park through the Highway 87 entrance near Wal Mart.

Officials announce holiday closures
Many city and county offices 

will be closed for the next several 
days in observance of the Christ-
mas holiday.

The City of Big Spring will close 
all non-emergency offices at 3 
p.m. today. Those offices will re-
main closed until Monday, offi-
cials said.

The city/county landfill will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, but 

will be open from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. Saturday.

City sanitation crew will work 
today and Thursday. Persons nor-
mally receiving trash pick-up on 
Thursday will have their trash 
collected today, while those nor-
mally scheduled for Friday will 
have their trash collected Thurs-
day.

Emergency services will contin-

ue normal operations throughout 
the holidays, and the Emergency 
Utilities Department will remain 
open and can be contacted at 432-
264-2392.

All Howard County non-emer-
gency offices will close at noon 
today and remain closed until 
Monday.

— Steve Reagan

Jail death case highlights
lax state police procedures
By PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — A Texas grand 
jury that declined to indict anyone 
over the jailhouse death of Sandra 
Bland could still charge the trooper 
who shouted “I will light you up!” 
during a traffic stop resulting in her 
arrest, a move that would focus at-
tention on a state police force experts 
say has lagged behind widely accept-
ed U.S. law enforcement practices to 
head off misconduct.

A grand jury on Monday decided 
that no felony crime was committed 
by sheriff’s officers or jailers in the 
death of the 28-year-old Chicago-area 
black woman. Authorities say Bland 
hanged herself in jail with a plastic 
garbage bag three days after trooper 
Brian Encinia pulled her over for not 
signaling a lane change.

Encinia, who is white, has been 
on paid desk duty since the confron-
tation recorded on dashcam video 
heightened national concern about 
police treatment of African-Ameri-
cans. Critics including Bland’s fam-
ily wondered why a routine traffic 
stop escalated into an altercation 

that led to Encinia brandishing a 
stun gun and making the threat to 
light her up.

The stop also has invited scrutiny of 
the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty that oversees state police. Records 
obtained by The Associated Press 
show at least six formal complaints 
have been found valid since the be-
ginning of 2012 against members of 
the nearly 4,000-strong force for vio-
lating traffic stop procedures — the 
kind of incidents like the one involv-
ing Encinia and Bland. Two troopers 
received written reprimands, and the 
others received suspensions ranging 
from 1 to 30 days without pay.

But the department cannot put a 
number on informal accusations 
raised against troopers — such as 
rudeness or attitude — in which citi-
zens don’t sign their names to affi-
davits that trigger formal investiga-
tions. Law enforcement watchdogs 
said that is a glaring departure from 
most major U.S. police departments 
that keep tally of all citizen contacts, 
even for accusations that are con-

See JAIL, Page 3

Investigators seek
cause of

Sand Springs fire
The Big Spring Fire Marshal’s office has 

not yet determined the cause of fire in the 
100 block of Collins which destroyed home in 
Sand Springs.

“The fire is still under investigation,” 
said Big Spring Fire Chief Creig Fergusion. 
“They have narrowed it down to a couple of 
causes.”

On Friday, Howard County Volunteer 
Firefighters were called out to a structure 
fire around 8:20 a.m. According to Howard

See FIRE, Page 3



Marie Kirkham
Marie Kirkham, 71, died 

Monday, Dec. 21, 2015, at her San 
Angelo home. No services are 
planned.

Minnie Marie Graham was born 
Nov. 18, 1944, to Bessie Lee and 
Virgil Graham. She graduated 
from Sands High School and 
Draughon’s Business College. 
She was married to Dean “Kirk” 
Kirkham for 51 years.  Marie 

loved spending time with family, gardening and 
quilting.

In addition to her husband of San Angelo, she is 
survived by her children and their spouses, Kim 
and Karen Davis of Grand Prairie, and Kenneth 
Kirkham and Kyla and Cecil Willey, all of Big 
Spring; three sisters and a brother-in-law, Virgie 
Burchell of Big Spring, Joyce King of Blythville, 
Ark., and Brenda and Gary Riddle of San Angelo. 
She also has 8 grandchildren and 11 great-grand-
children.

Donations can be made to Hospice of San 
Angelo.

Hershel Johnson
Hershel Johnson, 97, of Big 

Spring died Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015 
in Big Spring. Graveside services 
will be held at 10 a.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 24, 2015 at Trinity Memorial 
Park Peace Chapel with John 
Gustin officiating.

He was born May 18, 1918 to 
Myrtie “Mama” Donaldson 
Johnson and Leonard “Papa” 
Johnson in Arab, Ala. He came to 
West Texas in 1920 by train with 
his parents. In 1921 he rode the 
wagon train to Lincoln County, 
N.M., where the family home-
steaded on the Block Ranch. In 
1922 they returned to Big Spring. 
He married Oleta Gross on June 
30, 1940 in Fairview Community. 
She preceded him in death on 
April 7, 2000. 

Hershel served in Civilian 
Conservation Corps in Lamesa 

and Golden, Colo. He also served in Army Air 
Corps in World War II beginning his career as an 
aircraft mechanic. He later worked at Webb Air 
Force Base and then Holloman Air Force Base in 
Alamogordo, N.M. He retired in 1975 and returned 
to Big Spring.

He is survived by two daughters, Carol Gustin 
and husband, John, of Big Spring and Sheron Lee 
of Wylie; one brother, Billy Fred Johnson of 
Oklahoma City; four grandchildren, Jamie Gustin 
and wife, Kerrie, Eric Gustin and wife, Annisa, 
Velvet Moore and husband, Danny, and Kelly 
Crosby and wife, Patty; four great-grandchildren, 
Trevor and Grace Gustin, Skyler Foster and Hershel 
Moore.

In addition to his wife and parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by three brothers, Royce, Lerla and 
Wayne Johnson; three sisters, Verna Mauldin, Jo 
Ann Johnson and and an infant girl.

The family will be at the Gustin residence at 500 
Wilderness Road on Wednesday evening.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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City Hi Lo Cond.

Abilene 73 49 P Cloudy

Amarillo 60 37 Sunny

Austin 79 54 Sunny

Beaumont 77 58 Sct T-Storms

Brownsville 86 66 Cloudy

Brownwood 76 44 Sunny

Corpus Christi 80 61 P Cloudy

Corsicana 74 53 P Cloudy

Dallas 73 51 P Cloudy

Del Rio 81 48 Sunny

El Paso 63 45 Cloudy

Fort Stockton 71 46 Sunny

Gainesville 69 45 P Cloudy

Greenville 72 50 P Cloudy
Houston 80 59 Cloudy

City Hi Lo Cond.

Kingsville 83 60 Sunny

Livingston 76 56 Iso T-Storms

Longview 74 51 Cloudy

Lubbock 66 37 Sunny/Wind

Lufkin 76 53 Iso T-Storms

Midland 70 48 Sunny/Wind

Raymondville 87 65 M Sunny

Rosenberg 79 59 Cloudy

San Antonio 80 54 P Cloudy

San Marcos 79 53 P Cloudy

Sulphur Springs 72 51 Cloudy

Sweetwater 72 49 Sunny

Tyler 74 52 Cloudy

Weatherford 73 50 Sunny
Wichita Falls 70 46 Sunny

City Hi Lo Cond.

Atlanta 70 65 Rain
Boston 52 49 Cloudy
Chicago 63 39 Foggy
Dallas 73 51 P Cloudy
Denver 40 16 P Cloudy
Houston 67 35 T-Storms
Los Angeles 65 44 Cloudy

City Hi Lo Cond.

Miami 83 75 M Cloudy
Minneapolis 36 24 Rain
New York 61 60 M Cloudy
Phoenix 65 51 Cloudy
San Francisco 55 47 Cloudy
Seattle 44 38 Showers
Saint Louis 67 39 T-Storms

First

Dec 18

Full

Dec 25

Last

Jan 2

New

Jan 10

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale, with a
higher UV Index showing the need for greater skin protection.
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teens.
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The Big Spring Police 
Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

AARON AUDRICK PENA, •	
18, of 311 W. 5th St. was arrested 
on a charge of burglary of a habi-
tation.

JAIME CUELLAR JR., •	 26, 
of 2522 Fairchild was arrested on 
a charge of possession of mari-
juana, more than 4 ounces but 
less than 5 pounds.

ISA RENE CUELLAR •	 JR., 
17, of 1003 E. 14th St. was arrested 
on charges of failure to appear, 
no driver’s license and theft of 
property, more than $100 but less 
than $750.

CHRISTIAN ANTHONY •	
TORRENCE, 20, of 1404 S. Benton 
St. was arrested on a warrant for 
criminal mischief, more than 
$2,500 but less than $30,000.

MINOR ACCIDENT •	 was 
reported at the intersection of 
Gunter St. and Randolph.

THEFT •	 was reported in the 
1100 block of Lloyd Ave, the 1800 
block of S. Gregg St. and the 200 
block of W. FM 700.

D O M E S T I C •	
DISTURBANCE was reported in 
the 1500 block of E. Cherokee St.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF •	 was 
reported in the 1300 block of E. 4th 
St. and the 3600 block of W. 
Highway 80.

BURGLARY OF A •	
HABITATION was reported in 
the 3600 block of W. Highway 80.

The Howard County Sheriff’s 
Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

Note – Officials with the 
Howard County Jail reported 

having 54 inmates at the time of 
this report.

JAIME CUELLAR JR., •	 26, 
was booked by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of marijua-
na, more than 4 ounces but less 
than 5 pounds.

AARON AUDRICK PENA, •	
18, was booked by the BSPD on a 
charge of burglary of a habita-
tion.

ISA RENE PENA, •	 17, was 
booked by the BSPD on a charge 
of theft of property, more than 
$100 but less than $750; warrants 
for no driver’s license and failure 
to appear.

CHRISTIAN ANTHONY •	
TORRENCE, 20, was booked by 
the HCSO on a warrant for crimi-
nal mischief, more than $2,500 
but less than $30,000.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic 

Dystrophy) a chronic pain dis-
ease, a support and informative 
group, meets at 213 Circle. Call 
Lucy at (432) 517-9207 for more 
information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 
Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; open 12 & 
12 study meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 

Settles, open discussion noon to 1 
p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 
7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed 
discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 
9 p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries 
has a faith-based support group 

for those who need help finding 
and continuing to walk down the 
path God has for each of us. 
Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon 
and again at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. The 
classes take place at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministries, located at 
1209 Wright St.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 
p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t 
have to talk if you don’t want to. 
Flexible payment options.

• Stepping Stone Group of 
Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
Spring Town Plaza (inside the 
mall, next to Attitudes Hair 
Salon, down by Bealls). 

Open meeting at 7 p.m.

• A Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder support group meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical 
Center Veteran’s Healing 
Center.

FRIDAY
• Stepping Stone Group of 

Narcotics Anonymous meets at 
Spring Town Plaza (inside the 
mall, next to Attitudes Hair 
Salon, down by Bealls). 

Open meeting at 7 p.m.
• AA open discussion meeting 

from noon until 1 p.m. at 605 
Settles. Open Big Book study 
meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open 

discussion meeting, 615 Settles, 

noon to 1 p.m. Open 
podium/speakers meet-
ing  8 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
Open birthday night, no 
smoking meeting the 
last Saturday of each 
month at 8 p.m. Covered 
dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
•  Alcoholics 

Anonymous closed 
meeting from 11 a.m. to 
noon at 615 Settles. Open 
meeting 7 p.m. until 8 
p.m.

MONDAY
•   Alcoholics 

Anonymous, As Bill 
Sees it, 615 Settles, 6:06 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

•   VA Alcoholics 
Anonymous support 
group, 7-8 p.m., Veterans 
Healing Center.

•  Reformers 

U n a n i m o u s 
International is a faith-
based addictions pro-
gram helping people 
find freedom from addic-
tion. Meetings begin at 7 
p.m. Mondays at Trinity 
Baptist Church in Big 
Spring. Enter at the 
main entrance of the 
church.

• Stepping Stone Group 
of Narcotics Anonymous 
meets at Spring Town 
Plaza (inside the mall, 
next to Attitudes Hair 
Salon, down by Bealls). 

Open meeting at 7 
p.m.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and 

Snyder Parkinsons 
Support Group meeting 
at the Big Spring Senior 
Center at 10:30 a.m. the 
second Tuesday of the 
month. 
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MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Chester Pulliam, 57, 
died Wednesday. Fu-
neral service will be 
at 10 a.m.Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Graveside ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Prai-
riehaven Cemetery in 
Hobbs, New Mexico.

Hershel Johnson, 97, 
died Tuesday.  Grave-
side services will be 
at 10 a.m.  Thursday 
at Trinity Memorial 
Park Peace Chapel.

Charles Myers
Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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The Oldest Dealership In Texas
Since 1929

Big Spring Harley Davidson
908 W. 3rd, Hwy. 80

Big Spring, TX
432-263-2322 www.theharleydavidsonshop.com
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JAIL
Continued from Page 1

sidered minor or quick-
ly proven baseless upon 
reviewing patrol-car 
video.

“It’s almost shocking 
that they don’t,” said 
Jeff Noble, former dep-
uty chief of the Irvine 
Police Department in 
California and now a 
prominent law enforce-
ment consultant. “This 
is the state police of 
Texas. That’s no small 
department.”

Department policy al-
lows such complaints to 
be handled at the local 
level, through super-
visors, in what it calls 
“the informal resolution 
of citizen concerns.”

“Sometimes those are 

the ones you can see a 
pattern of an officer,” 
said Liana Perez, direc-
tor of operations at the 
National Association 
for Civilian Oversight 
of Law Enforcement and 
a former police auditor 
in Arizona. “They may 
know how far they can 
go without it becoming 
a formal investigation 
against them. If you see 
a lot of complaints with 
rudeness or attitude, 
there is probably some-
thing that needs to be 
addressed.”

As for more serious 
complaints about in-
competence, telling the 
truth or other conduct 
“unbecoming” of an offi-
cer, the agency provided 
records of 76 complaints 
determined to be valid 
in 2013 and 2014.

But other records 

provided to the AP by 
a person with access to 
them show a total of 204 
complaints over that 
same time period, in-
cluding 40 accusations 
that were determined 
valid but not disclosed 
because the punish-
ment did not result in at 
least a one-day suspen-
sion. The list included 
troopers who were giv-
en written reprimands 
for use of non-deadly 
force, harassment and 
no probable cause for 
a search or arrest. Ex-
perts said this practice 
differs from most police 
departments, which do 
not limit disclosure to 
those of at least a one-
day suspension.

DPS Director Steve 
McCraw defended the 
department’s handling 
of complaints as serious 

and rigorous.
“We investigate all 

complaints,” McCraw 
said. “I’ve had them 
drive the videos all the 
way up to my office 
when we’ve had com-
plaints.”

In October, the agency 
began using computer 
software designed to doc-
ument trooper issues in 
real time and provides 
supervisors with auto-
matic alerts when early 
intervention is needed. 
The program replaces 
one that had made it 
“hard to track on paper 
by hand,” wrote Molly 
Cost, assistant general 
counsel of DPS in an Oc-
tober letter to the Texas 
attorney general’s of-
fice. The old practices 
of paper documentation 
made “finding patterns 
in employee behavior 

difficult to spot,” ac-
cording to the letter.

DPS spokesman Tom 
Vinger said the agen-
cy’s new software will 
begin capturing “vari-
ous citizen concerns” 
that don’t rise to full 
complaints.

If cleared of crimi-
nal wrongdoing by the 
grand jury, Encinia 
would still face internal 
discipline. McCraw has 
acknowledged that En-

cinia violated routine 
practices for conduct 
during a traffic stop.

FIRE
Continued from Page 1

County Volunteer Fire 
Chief Tommy Sullivan, 
who was among the first 
on the scene, the carport 
addition was fully en-
gulfed, along with the 

upper floor, and the fire 
was moving toward the 
residence. The home 
was a complete loss and 
the family also lost three 
dogs in the blaze. The 
couple had already left 
the home before the fire 
began, Sullivan said. 

— Lyndel Moody

Take note

Courtesy photo

Cub Scouts from Big Spring Pack 305 participat-
ed in “Helping Hands for the Holidays” on Sunday 
December 20 at Walmart. The boys assisted 
approximately 150 Walmart patrons to push their 
carts and loaded their packages into their cars. 
For the scouts this was a tangible way for them 
to give back to the community and to say “Thank 
You” for the support that the community provides 
to scouting in Big Spring and Howard County.

• The Big Spring Art Association meets every 
third Tuesday, September through May at 7 p.m. 
in the basement of the Howard County Library. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Memberships are 
available. The annual dues are $20.

• Howard College will be hosting several “update 
meetings” throughout Howard County for inter-
ested citizens to gather more facts and information 
about Howard College as they prepare for the tax 
rate rollback election to be held in January 2016. 
Those dates are: Tuesday, Jan. 5,  12:30 p.m. Hall 
Center for the Arts Auditorium, Howard College 
Campus, 1001 Birdwell Lane, (sign language inter-
pretation provided); and Tuesday, Jan. 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Hall Center for the Arts Auditorium, Howard Col-
lege Campus, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Home Hospice is in need of volunteers of all 
ages. The organization is requesting volunteers to 
sit with patients, make items for patients and help 
with office work. Volunteers set their own hours. 
For more information, contact Sherry Hodnett at 
264-7911 or 432-213-0150.

• Mobile meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you donate one hour per week to help de-
liver meals to the elderly, call Kim Plew at 263-4016 
or 213-7960.

• Crossroads Hospice needs volunteers for patient 
care. Contact Eva at 263-5300.

• Victim Services is a non-profit independent 
community-based program serving victims of all 
violent crime, including, but not limited to, as-
sault, sexual assault and domestic violence. Victim 
Services advocates are available 24 hours of day, 
365 days a year to provide crisis intervention or ac-
companiment to the hospital and law enforcement 
agencies as needed. If you can commit to 30-hour 

training, an interview process and a background 
check, we need you. For more information, call 
Linda Calvio at 432-263-3312.

• The Big Spring Symphony Board of Directors 
meets every first Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the sym-
phony office, 808 Scurry Street. 

• The Kiwanis Club of Big Spring meets at noon 
every Thursday in the Cactus Room at Howard Col-
lege. Visitors are welcome. 

• Howard County Community Health Center, 1300 
South Gregg St., has certified application coun-
selors who will help you apply and enroll in the 
Healthcare Marketplace during open enrollment. 
Please call 432-517-4557 to make an appointment 
to enroll in health coverage or renew/change last 
year’s coverage.  The certified application counsel-
or will help you decide what coverage options best 
fit your needs, as well as what financial assistance 
you may qualify for.

• The largest fundraiser for the Hangar 25 Air 
Museum, the Silver Wings Ball will be held at the 
Hotel Settles, Jan. 23, 2016. Cocktail hour will begin 
at 6 p.m. and dinner will be served at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $50 per person and can be purchased from any 
board member. 

To find out more information or to become a spon-
sor for the event, contact Hangar 25 Air Museum at 
432-264-1999.

• Food 2 Kids Big Spring needs you! It is time to 
start sacking food for Big Spring elementary stu-
dents who do not receive adequate food over the 
weekends. Members of the community can be a 
part by volunteering to sack the food. It just takes 
a couple hours of your time and the work is very 
rewarding. To volunteer, just show up at the time 
and dates listed. For more information, call, 432-
935-3998.

Sacking dates are as follows (please note the group 
starts at 5:30 p.m.) Jan. 4 – 5.

Our sacking location has moved to the Lakev-
iew High School gym located at 1107 NW 7th. To 
get there take Gregg Street north and turn left on 
Delaney which is the block just past the Salvation 
Army Store. Delaney turns into 7th Street, you will 
go over the railroad tracks and the school is on the 
left.

Currently we are distributing food at Goliad, 
Marcy and Moss Elementary Schools. If you want 
additional information about getting your child on 

this program please contact your child’s school.

• An account has been set up at Western Bank 
(account number 1017623) for Blantyn Gusman and 
Zachary Duncan, who were seriously injured in an 
accident.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children in 
court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurturing 
and permanent home. We need your help. If you’re 
interested in volunteering, contact Sara Basaldua 
at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.BecomeaCASA.org 
or www.casawtx.org.

• Order of the Eastern Star Big Spring Chapter 67 
meets the third Tuesday of each month at 219 Main 
St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more infor-
mation, contact Jimmy Ruth at 271-2176.



I have been 
privileged 
to conduct 
many mar-

riage ceremonies 
in my years of 
ministry and early 
on, I began requir-
ing some degree 
of “premarital 
counseling” before 
actually perform-
ing the marriage, 
especially if the 
candidates for 
matrimonial bliss were young. If 
you happen to be familiar with a 
major sports networks advertis-
ing a few years back, you may 
remember some rather hilarious 
commercials involving certain 
people being “brutally honest” 
in their answers to certain ques-
tions. 

I’m afraid the young couples 
I counsel probably think I 
originated those commercials 
because the best way to describe 
the sessions I conduct with 
young starry-eyed men and 
women would probably be con-
sidered both brutal and honest. 
Most especially when I deal with 
the matter of being in love. 

Basically, I don’t hesitate to 
tell two youngsters planning to 
tie the matrimonial knot that I 
doubt seriously if they have a 
clue what love really is. They 
certainly know what butterflies 
in the tummy are, and I’m sure 
they know how to exchange 
poetic expressions of adoration, 
but I let them know that true 
love isn’t a matter of goose-
bumps when they hold hands or 
stars exploding in their heads 
when their lips meet. And, it 
certainly doesn’t have anything 
to do with sexual intimacy. 
Two normal humans, especially 
young people, can experience 
all of this and much more with 
absolutely no clue what true love 
is. None whatsoever. It happens 
all the time sans true love. 

Of course, they all think I’m 
wrong because their love is “spe-
cial” and they could write a book 
about being in love. Teenagers 
are the best at saying “I love 
you” and they know less about 
that awesome word than they 
can imagine. True love is an 
amazing and indescribable thing 
but it doesn’t live on emotions. It 

is a priceless treasure that must 
be born and bred deep in the in-
nermost part of the human soul, 
and it takes time to grow, being 
nurtured and fed on a continu-
ing basis.

The greatest manual on love 
ever written is the Bible. What 
an incredible portrait of true 
love is painted on those pages! 
A more amazing display of true 
love could never be written into 
a movie script or in the words 
of a song. God’s love gift to all 
humankind, His Son Jesus, is 
unequivocally the most spec-
tacular gift in history. And true 
love is what Christmas is really 
all about.

Father Larry Rice says, “Over 
the centuries, the celebration of 
Christmas has gathered so much 
extraneous material that it’s dif-
ficult for most of us to remember 
precisely what we’re celebrat-
ing. Take away Frosty the Snow-
man, Rudolph the red-nosed 
Reindeer, Santa Claus, and the 
elves. Put aside the Currier and 
Ives Christmas cards, Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, 
and that little kid who wants the 
Red Ryder BB Gun. Let go of the 
gift-giving, the parties, the chari-
ties, and a White Christmas. 
Let’s even forget, for a moment, 
about our hopes for peace on 
Earth and good will toward all.

What’s left, and what remains 
the theological and spiritual 
core of Christmas, is the Incar-
nation. It’s the reality that God 
has taken on human flesh, been 
born as one of us, like us in all 
things except sin. We Christians 
believe that in Jesus Christ, 
the human and the divine are 
brought together, are simultane-
ous realities. It was part of God’s 
plan and purpose that He should 
experience life as we experience 
it– being born as a child, living 
and growing as a human child, 
knowing all our wonder and fear 
and joy.

In the coming of Jesus into the 
world, our human nature could 
be redeemed, and His divine 
nature could be concretely ac-
cessible to us. The world was 
changed by Jesus coming into 
it, giving birth to our hopes for 
salvation. Through His birth, 
His life, His teaching, and His 
death and resurrection, God 
Incarnate has made possible the 

Peace on Earth we long for, and 
the love and reconciliation we 
still believe can reign.”

Whether you are a religious 
person or not you’re probably 
familiar with John 3:16. It says, 
“For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” Hear that? God 
loved. He gave. The same author 
said, “Greater love has no man 
than this: to lay down one’s life 
for his friends.” (John 15:13) 
Jesus came to live, die, and rise 
from the dead so we could all 
have God’s love gift of eternal 
life. Now, that’s what I call a 
Christmas present!

The real Christmas story is 
the reality of God Almighty 
becoming a human being in the 
Person of Jesus Christ. Why did 
God do such a thing? Because 
He loves us! Why was Christmas 
necessary? Because we needed a 
Savior! Why does God love us so 
much? Because He is love itself 
(1 John 4:8). Why do we celebrate 
Christmas each year? Out of 
gratitude for what God did for 
us. We remember His birth by 
giving each other gifts, worship-
ping Him, and being especially 
conscious of the poor and less 
fortunate.

The true meaning of Christ-
mas is simply love, but not just 
carnal or earthly love. That can 
sometimes be shallow and in-
sincere. God loved His own and 
provided a way, the only Way, 
for us to spend eternity with 
Him. He gave His Only Son to 
take our punishment for sins. He 
paid the price in full, and we are 
free from condemnation when 
we accept that free gift of love. 
“But God demonstrated His own 
love for us in this: while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8).

As we share gifts and all the 
traditional joyous expressions of 
the Christmas season with our 
families and friends, let’s keep 
Jesus and His love for us front 
and center in it all. Because, the 
well-worn phrase “Jesus in the 
reason for the season” is abso-
lutely true. It’s all about true 
love. 

You may not agree with any-
thing I’ve said, but I column as I 
see ‘em.

Aah, ‘tis the season 
for family, friends, 
eggnog, chipmunks 
singing Christmas 

carols — and all-out, no-mercy, 
blow-’em-all-to-hell war.

Not war like in Afghanistan. 
No, no — this is the far right’s 
God-awful “War on 
Christmas.” In this 
season of Peace on 
Earth, a delusional 
faction of rightists 
has cooked up a 
hokey “cultural 
crisis” to rally 
their own follow-
ers by fomenting 
hatred of ... well, 
of whom? “Blas-
phemous-liberal-
Democrat-atheist-
humanists,” they 
shout!

The infidels are not accused 
of lobbing actual bombs in this 
“war,” but Words of Mass De-
struction. Specifically, wail the 
purists, unholy left-wingers go 
around saying “happy holidays,” 
rather than “merry Christmas,” 
as Jesus taught us to say. Or 
was it Constantine the Great in 
the fourth century who came up 
with that?

Never mind, the rightists’ 
point is that diabolical lefties 
(i.e., Marxists) are out to ban 
Christmas entirely. Heroic 
defender of the faith Sarah Palin 
has even written a thin book 
about this devious plot, reveal-
ing that “happy holidays” is 
merely “the tip of the spear in 
a larger battle to ... make true 
religious freedom a thing of 

America’s past.”
Luckily, note the Merry Christ-

mas crusaders, there are such 
bright lights as Indiana State 
Sen. Jim Smith. Smith hopes to 
join Texas, Alabama, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Tennessee in 
the “Merry Christmas Club” — 
in pushing state laws to allow 
Christian icons and ceremonies 
into our schools. Then there’s 
U.S. Rep. Doug Lamborn from 
Colorado. He and 35 of his fellow 
Republican congress critters 
have proposed a House resolu-
tion to protect Christmas. “A 
creche in every public space,” is 
their cry, “a cross on every city 
hall.” To hell with Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, the winter solstice, 
etc.: This is war!

It’s also insulting that they 
would attempt to try to generate 
a major social conflict over the 
fiction that the phrase “happy 
holidays” constitutes religious 
discrimination, whine that they 
are a repressed minority and 
equate it with war. First: Jews, 
Muslims and others don’t get to 
brand public spaces as their re-
ligious property. Second: Nearly 
three-fourths of Americans are 
Christian, so drop the put-upon 
martyr pose. And third: War 
really is hell, with blood, life-
long trauma and death, so stop 
pretending you’re in one.

But rationality doesn’t seem 
to be included in the liturgy of 
their political church. Indeed, 
some of its acolytes have added 
a twist on Christmas that would 
make Jesus weep. Indeed, they 
have launched a war against 
Jesus! How twisted is that? They 

say no one should mess with the 
word “Christmas,” yet they’re 
messing with the guy Christmas 
is supposed to be about.

OK, technically they’re not go-
ing directly at Jesus but rather 
at a key part of his message and, 
in particular, a key messenger 
of Christianity: Pope Francis! 
They’ve decided that the Pope 
is a “Marxist,” pointing out that 
Francis speaks often about “the 
structural causes of poverty,” 
the “idolatry of money,” and 
the “new tyranny” of unfettered 
capitalism. Obviously, say the 
Pontiff’s pious critics, that’s 
commie talk.

The clincher for them was 
when Francis wrote an exhorta-
tion in which he asked in out-
rage: “How can it be that it is 
not a news item when an elderly 
homeless person dies of expo-
sure, but it is news when the 
stock market loses two points?” 
See, cried the carpers, that’s 
proof that Francis is the Red 
Pope!

But wait, that was a very good 
question he asked, one ripe with 
the moral wrath that Jesus him-
self frequently showed toward 
the callous rich and their “love 
of money.” In fact, the Pope’s 
words ring with the deep ethics 
you find in Jesus’ sermon on the 
mount and in his admonitions to 
serve the poor. Was he a com-
mie, too?

To find out more about Jim 
Hightower, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit www.
creators.com.
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter policies

How to contact us

The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your 
needs, we offer several ways in which you 
may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail at editor@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor. 
We ask you to follow these guidelines:

• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Letters that are unsigned or do not include 
a telephone number or address will not be 
considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

Daily Prayer

May we remain diligent about reading Your 
word, Lord, for our life. 

					     Amen

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the writers and 
not those of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Addresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Ted Cruz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• GREG ABBOTT
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative

Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• Larry McLellan, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
	 • JIM DEPAUW — 263-
0008.
  • Carmen Harbour 
— Work: 264-2401.	
	 • raul marquez jr 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
	 • justin myers — 
Home: 263-3771.
	 • STEVE WAGGONER 
— Home: 267-8058.
	 • Raul Benavides — 
Work: 267-2501.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • KATHRYN WISEMAN, 
County  Judge — Office: 
264-2202.
	 • Oscar Garcia — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • CRAIG BAILEY — 
Office: 816-5270.
	 • Jimmie Long — 432-
267-4224.
	 • John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

Jim

Hightower

Eddy

Prince

I column as I see ‘em: 
Love, Jesus, and a well worn phrase

Right-wingers and the Red Pope
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BOB NOYES
Garage doors and door openers

Sales - Installation - Service

Ph 267-5811         Cell  270-0811                      409 E. 3rd St. - Big Spring

270963

Servicing Big Spring For 45 Years

Bob’s Custom Woodwork

500 N. Birdwell Lane     432-267-7781
M-F 8:00am-6pm • Saturday 9-4pm

CLOSED SUNDAY

www.hullsmeat.com275866

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

26
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3

LOCO FLAMINGOS
GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!!

Crosses, Handmade Items, Vintage &
Retro Decor, Artwork and So Much More

1912 Scurry St.     
432-213-1147      

Tues.-Friday 10:00-6pm
Sat. 1-5pm

Gifts & full Service
Hair and Nail Salon

Hours:
Tues., Wed. & Friday 10-6pm
Thurs. 11-7pm & Sat. 10-4pm

CLOSED SUN. & MON.

Shop ‘N Style

27
58

89

1804 Wasson               432-935-6762

Beauty Team:
Audree Perez,
Amanda Nieto

Linda Herrera and
Elisha Wilson

The Force
was strong
this year

Courtesy photos/Walt Disney Co.

Star Wars named AP entertainer of the year
LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— “Star Wars” isn’t just 
strong. It’s unstoppable.

The revival of the 
nearly 40-year-old space 
saga has already domi-
nated the box office and 
toy shelves. Now, it’s 
also been selected as 
The Associated Press 
Entertainer of the Year 
and is amassing support 
for Academy Awards 
consideration.

“Personally, it’s been 
three years of feeling 
privileged to be part of 
something that’s big-
ger than all of us,” film-
maker J.J. Abrams told 
the AP in an interview. 
“This accolade is very 

much appreciated and 
no exception to that feel-
ing.”

“Star  Wars” won the 
AP’s annual Entertainer 
of the Year contest with 
a volley of votes from 
members that would ri-
val the firepower of the 
First Order.

The sci-fi series bested 
Adele, Taylor Swift and 
Amy Schumer as the top 
vote getter. Others up 
for the honor included 
streaming services, Jon 
Stewart, Jennifer Law-
rence, Taraji P. Henson,  
and the Kardashians. 

“In a year full of se-
quels, reboots and re-
turns, none have recap-

tured the zeitgeist like 
‘Star  Wars: The Force 
Awakens,’” wrote Nick 
Dutro of The Advertiser-
Tribune in Tiffin, Ohio.

The initial impact of a 
“Star Wars” resurgence 
first began reverberat-
ing across the pop-cul-
ture landscape in 2012 
when Disney acquired 
Lucasfilm for more than 
$4 billion, plotting a pair 
of movie spin-offs and 
a new trilogy merging 
veterans Luke Skywalk-
er (Mark Hamill), Leia 
Organa (Carrie Fisher) 
and Han Solo (Harrison 
Ford) with newcomers 
Rey (Daisy Ridley), Finn 
(John Boyega) and Kylo 

Ren (Adam Driver).
In the year leading 

up to the December 
release of “The Force 
Awakens,” Disney and 
Lucasfilm unleashed a 
barrage of “Star  Wars” 
merchandise, comic 
books and video games 
that fueled anticipation 
for the film.

When the movie 
opened in theaters, “The 
Force Awakens” lit up 
screens — and fans’ eye-
balls — brighter than a 
lightsaber. With an as-
tronomical $248 million 
debut at the box office 
last weekend, the new-
est “Star  Wars” entry 
trampled over the re-

cord for biggest debut in 
North America

“The Force Awakens” 
also has won over most 
critics, despite not being 
screened for them ahead 
of the film’s mammoth 
Dec. 14 premiere in Hol-
lywood. The American 
Film Institute selected it 
as one of its 10 best mov-
ies of the year, and the 
Critics’ Choice Awards 
added it as an 11th best 
picture nominee, lead-
ing many to have faith 
in “The Force Awak-
ens” as a viable Oscar 
contender.

“The ‘Star Wars’ fran-
chise is holding an IOU 
that it could cash in this 

year,” said Tom O’Neil, 
editor-in-chief of Gold 
Derby, a site that handi-
caps Hollywood awards 
and other events. “The 
Oscars owe major love 
to the ‘Star  Wars’ fran-
chise. It’s one of the 
most successful and 
beloved franchises in 
Hollywood history. It’s 
criminal that Oscar vot-
ers have never histori-
cally taken sci-fi seri-
ously.”

While previous 
“Star  Wars” films gar-
nered 22 nominations 
and seven wins at the 
Academy Awards, only 
the original “Star Wars” 
earned a best picture 
nod.

“The Force Awakens” 
is already on the acad-
emy’s short list for a 
visual effects nomina-
tion with 9 other films, 
and O’Neil is hopeful 
that it will be among the 
best picture candidates 
when the Oscar nomi-
nations are announced 
Jan. 14. He also wouldn’t 
be shocked if Harrison 
Ford is recognized for 
reprising his role as 
Han Solo and composer 
John Williams earns 
his 50th nomination for 
the film’s score.

“It’s funny,” said 
Abrams. “I’ve spent the 
last few years with ev-
eryone asking me how 
I am dealing with the 
pressure. The truth is 
that anything that hap-
pens at this point is ic-
ing on a cake that I’m 
just happy came out of 
the oven.”
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288

27
43
65

Celebrating 30 Years
1985 - 2015

Diseases and Surgery of the Eye, Retina and Vitreous, 
Cataract, Glaucomas, Eye Trauma and Diabetic Eye Care.

4214 Andrews Hwy. Ste. 105 • Midland, Texas 79703
1602 Scurry St. • Big Spring, Texas 79720

(432) 686-2020
Fax     570-0888

(432) 756-3030
(432) 267-2020

Now Accepting Medicare & New Patients
273802

News in brief
San Angelo police arrest 2 in 
August skateboarder death 

SAN ANGELO, Texas (AP) — San Angelo police 
have arrested two suspects in the August hit-and-
run death of a man riding a skateboard.

Police say 39-year-old Christopher Lee Mata and 
40-year-old Nicole Lorelle Johnson, both of San 
Angelo, were arrested Tuesday night. They are 
charged with failure to stop and render aid in an 
accident involving death.

Authorities say 21-year-old Joe Carlos Lopez was 
struck and killed Aug. 2 while riding his skate-
board on a San Angelo street.

Tom Green County online jail records show John-
son was being held Wednesday, with no immediate 
details on bond or an attorney to speak for her. Jail 
records did not immediately list custody or other 
information for Mata.

Police did not immediately release additional de-
tails on the investigation.

EPA approves plan to assess 
damage to cover at toxic site

HOUSTON (AP) — The Environmental Protection 
Agency said Tuesday that it approved a plan to as-
sess damage to the stone cover of the protective cap 
for a structure at a southeastern Texas Superfund 
site that contains toxic waste from a paper mill.

The plan comes as the EPA and county officials 
disagree over whether the protective cap at the San 
Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund site in Har-
ris County suffered some sort of breach that could 
have allowed toxic dioxins to leak into surround-
ing water and sediment.

According to EPA spokesman David Gray, a layer 
of rocks over the pit cover has some damage.

“We do not have any indication that the protec-
tive cap itself has been breached,” said Gray, who 
added that the review of the damaged area is set to 
begin on Wednesday and will include the collection 
of sediment samples to see if any toxic material was 
released.

But Rock Owens, manager of the environmen-
tal group of the Harris County Attorney’s Office, 
said he was surprised the EPA was being tentative 
about indicating there was a hole in the stone cover 
or the protective cap.

“I suppose one could argue there may or may not 
be a hole, but they are proceeding as if there was a 
hole,” Owens said. “I guess they are just trying to 
keep people from being panicky, which is under-
standable.”

A team of divers looked at the protective cap ear-
lier this month after Harris County had complained 
that the maintenance program for the cap had been 
insufficient, Owens said.

The waste pits were first constructed in 1965 next 
to the San Jacinto River and were used to store 
toxic waste from the paper mill. Over time, part of 
the pits sunk below the river, eroding part of the 
containment structure and releasing waste into 
the river. The EPA in 2008 deemed the waste pits a 
Superfund site, a designation used for the nation’s 
most contaminated land. The protective cap was 
put in place in 2011

Austin police officer won’t be indicted in fatal 
shooting

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A Travis County jury has 
chosen not to indict a police officer who fatally shot 
a woman during a standoff in a North Austin apart-
ment building in May.

The Austin American-Statesman reports that 
the grand jury reviewed evidence for about seven 
hours before members voted to not seek criminal 

charges against Austin police SWAT team sniper 
Robert Pfaff.

Pfaff shot and killed 31-year-old Cassandra Bo-
lin after her boyfriend called police, saying he re-
ceived text messages from Bolin indicating she was 
suicidal.

Austin police tried to convince Bolin to leave the 
apartment for three hours, but she refused.

The district attorney’s office says that after police 
fired a bean bag projectile at Bolin, she came out 
of the apartment with a handgun pointed at herself 
and then at police.

Pfaff shot Bolin three times, killing her.

Texan among those killed in 
suicide attack in Afghanistan

DALLAS (AP) — A 28-year-old U.S. airman from 
South Texas was among those killed in a suicide 
attack in Afghanistan.

The Department of Defense said Tuesday that 
Staff Sgt. Michael A. Cinco of Mercedes was one of 
six American service members killed when an at-
tacker drove an explosives-laden motorcycle into 
their patrol Monday near Bagram Air Base.

Cinco was assigned to the Air Force Office of Spe-
cial Investigations, 11th Field Investigations Squad-
ron, Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas.

The Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack. 
Monday was the deadliest day for American troops 
in Afghanistan since May 2013, when five were 
killed by a roadside bomb in the country’s south 
and two killed by an Afghan soldier in an insider 
attack in the west.

Bryan police say 6-year-old 
dies after being hit by truck 

BRYAN, Texas (AP) — Bryan police say a 6-year-
old boy has died after being struck by a truck as he 
crossed the street on foot.

Police say the boy was taken to a hospital after 
being struck on Tuesday afternoon. He later died 
at the hospital.

Police say the driver of the truck has been coop-
erative.

Abbott gets mock nativity scene removed from 
Texas Capitol 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Gov. Greg Abbott has suc-
ceeded in getting a holiday display featuring some 
American Founding Fathers and the Bill of Rights 
in a manger removed from the Texas Capitol.

The “winter solstice” display was created by the 
Freedom From Religion Foundation, which pro-
motes the separation of church and state.

It showed Benjamin Franklin, the Statue of Liber-
ty, Thomas Jefferson and George Washington peer-
ing down at the Bill of Rights, and was approved for 
display by the State Preservation Board.

Christmas trees and other holiday decorations 
are displayed at the Capitol.

But the manger scene was removed Tuesday after 
Abbott called it a “juvenile parody” whose figures 
represented a “replacement for Jesus Christ.”

Abbott recently urged Orange, Texas, to keep a 
traditional city hall nativity scene amid opponents’ 

threats of legal challenges.

Whale stranded in surf off Galveston dies, necrop-
sy planned 

GALVESTON, Texas (AP) — Marine experts say 
a 40-foot whale that was stranded in the surf off 
Galveston has died.

Officials with the Texas Marine Mammal Strand-
ing Network spent several hours Tuesday monitor-
ing the whale, as it thrashed in the water, but it 
died.

Network spokeswoman Heidi Whitehead says the 
whale apparently was very ill to get that close to 
shore before dying.

Officials had no immediate information on the 
species or how long the whale was in the surf be-
fore being discovered Tuesday morning, about 30 
yards from shore.

Dozens of people had gathered on the beach watch-
ing efforts to try to save the struggling whale.

Two tractors were being positioned to put straps 
around the carcass and haul the body to shore. 
Whitehead says a necropsy would be performed 
Wednesday.

Oracle to build major 
Austin campus 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Software giant Oracle 
Corp. plans to build a new corporate campus in 
Austin, the company said Tuesday.

The company confirmed to the Austin American-
Statesman plans to build the new campus, which 
will be on 27 acres overlooking Lady Bird Lake. 
The company said that with the new campus, Or-
acle plans to grow its Austin workforce by 50 per-
cent over the next few years.

The move expands the presence of another rap-
idly growing California-based technology giant in 
Central Texas. Companies including Apple Inc., 
Google and Facebook are a ramping up their work-
forces in the area.

Jobs at the new campus will be primarily sales-
oriented, including direct selling, lead qualifica-
tion, prospecting and technical support.

“Austin was a natural choice for Oracle to in-
vest and grow,” said Scott Armour, senior vice 
president of Oracle Direct, the firm’s cloud sales 
organization. “We already have a high-performing 
employee base in the region, and the surrounding 
technology community is teeming with creative 
and innovative thinkers. Our state-of-the-art cam-
pus will be designed to inspire, support and attract 
top talent — with a special focus on the needs of 
millennials.”

Oracle declined to disclose the size of its current 
local workforce, but the company has substantial 
operations in Central Texas in sales, marketing 
and semiconductor design. 

Oracle has between 1,000 and 2,000 employees 
here, according to the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce’s website.

Founded in 1977 and headquartered in Redwood 
City, Calif., Oracle is one of the world’s leading 
software companies. 

It has more than 130,000 employees worldwide, 
according to securities filings.



Democrats grapple with Trump 
effect as primary draws near

WASHINGTON (AP) — Months of intense focus 
on the Republican race — and front-runner Donald 
Trump — have reverberated through the Democrat-
ic field, prompting front-runner Hillary Clinton to 
turn her attention to her would-be GOP challengers 
and leaving her chief rival, Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, gasping for airtime.

Now, after spending weeks largely out of the 
spotlight, Clinton plans to intensify her campaign 
schedule from an almost incumbent-style effort to 
a more aggressive, first-timer approach.

With just six weeks left before the first round of 
primary voting, Clinton plans a series of multi-day 
swings through Iowa starting in January, inter-
spersing trips there with stops in New Hampshire 
and other early primary states. Her campaign will 
also unveil what Clinton has called her “not-so-se-
cret weapon,” sending her husband, former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, out to hit the stump after months 
of behind-the-scenes activity, wooing donors in pri-
vate events.

And in a sign of the escalating battle between the 
two party front-runners, her campaign was forced 
to engage with Trump on Tuesday after he called 
Clinton’s bathroom break during the recent debate 
“disgusting” and said she was “schlonged” in the 
2008 race for the Democratic nomination, using a 
vulgar Yiddish term to describe her loss to now-
President Barack Obama. On Twitter Tuesday, 
Trump denied the word was vulgar and said it sim-
ply means “beaten badly.”

In an interview Tuesday with The Des Moines 
Register, Clinton said: “I don’t know that he has 
any boundaries at all. His bigotry, his bluster, his 
bullying have become his campaign.”

Woman due in court in fatal Las 
Vegas Strip pedestrian crash

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A woman from Oregon ac-
cused of intentionally plowing her car with her 
3-year-old daughter in the back seat through crowds 
of pedestrians on a Las Vegas Strip sidewalk faces 
a judge Wednesday on felony murder, hit-and-run 
and child abuse charges.

But one key question is likely to remain unan-
swered during Lakeisha Nicole Holloway’s ini-
tial court appearance: What might have driven a 
24-year-old former model of accomplishment by at-
risk teens to what authorities call a homicidal act 
that put her child in danger?

One of her public defense attorneys, Joseph 
Abood, said Holloway plans to plead not guilty. In 
Nevada, the plea is assumed during an initial court 
appearance. Holloway won’t be asked to answer the 
charges against her until a preliminary hearing in 
coming weeks.

“We can all agree this is a shocking and tragic 
event,” Abood said as he expressed sympathy for 
the families of Jessica Valenzuela and at least 35 
people injured in the Sunday evening crash near 
the Paris Las Vegas resort.

Valenzuela, 32, was from Buckeye, Arizona. Of-
ficials said the more than 35 other people who were 
hurt were from California, Colorado, Florida, Or-
egon, Pennsylvania, Washington state, Mexico and 
Quebec, Canada. Three were still in critical condi-
tion Tuesday

Slain Muslim students’ families 
fight grief to honor legacy

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Shortly before they were 
gunned down, a young Muslim couple was eating 
out with relatives when the conversation turned to 
anti-Islamic attitudes in the United States.

It was January 2015, months before the massacres 
in Chattanooga, Paris and San Bernardino. Deah 
Barakat and Yusor Abu-Salha had just gotten mar-
ried and started living together in an apartment 
near the University of North Carolina.

When Barakat’s mother worried aloud that the 
family could be harmed because of their religion, 
“we were all laughing it off, like: ‘Nothing bad is 
going to happen. This is America,’” said Deah’s 
brother, Farris.

“’Watch it happen,’” Farris Barakat recalled his 
sister-in-law saying. “’You guys won’t be laugh-
ing.’”

About 10 days later, the couple was killed in their 
apartment along with Yusor’s younger sister, Ra-
zan. 

A white neighbor, who described himself as an 
atheist and expressed disdain for religion, has been 
charged with capital murder.

Palestinian eviction case 
spotlights Jerusalem settler push

JERUSALEM (AP) — Ahmad Sub-Laban’s family 
has lived for decades under threat of eviction from 
their home overlooking the gold-topped Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusalem’s Old City. The experience 
inspired the 37-year-old Palestinian father of two to 
become a researcher for groups fighting attempts 
by Jewish settlers to move into properties in the 
city’s central Arab areas.

The Israeli Supreme Court is now poised to rule 
in the final legal battle over the apartment, and 
Sub-Laban has tapped into his network of contacts 
to try to halt the eviction by putting pressure on the 
Israeli government.

“We built a campaign no one can ignore,” said 
Sub-Laban. By talking about the case and inviting 
Western diplomats to his home in the historic Mus-
lim Quarter, he also hopes to draw attention to the 
dozens of other Palestinian families at risk of being 
forced out of their homes in Jerusalem.

Under a long-standing U.S. framework for a peace 
deal, Jerusalem would be divided into two capitals, 
with Jewish neighborhoods going to Israel and the 
Arab ones to Palestine.

Afghan minister: Troops rushed 
to area under Taliban attack

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Reinforcements 
have been rushed to a besieged southern district 
threatened for days with takeover by Taliban fight-
ers, Afghanistan’s acting defense minister said on 
Wednesday.

Fighting in the Sangin district of Helmand was 
continuing as army and police arrived to help se-
curity forces who had been pinned down for days, 
Masoom Stanekzai said.

Afghanistan’s embattled security forces needed 
international military help, especially air support, 
which would help reduce casualties, Stanekzai told 
reporters.

Sangin is an important poppy-growing district 
in Helmand, which borders Pakistan and sits on 
transport routes for drugs, arms and other lucra-
tive contraband.

“The Helmand battle is not easy because the prov-
ince has a long border, is a core of opium produc-
tion, and our enemies are well-equipped and deeply 
involved in the smuggling of drugs,” he said. “These 
factors complicate the battle for Sangin.”

Door panel saves man buried 
67 hours in China landslide

BEIJING (AP) — Squeezed into a narrow room 
under piles of debris for 67 hours, a young man was 
saved by a door that trapped his foot but gave him 
space to survive. Rescuers on Wednesday pulled 
him from the massive mudslide that hit part of a 
major manufacturing city in southern China.

In a feeble voice migrant worker Tian Zeming, 
21, told rescuers his name and that another person 
was buried near him, according to authorities. But 
medical and rescue staff who went down into the 
rubble found the second person had not survived.

More than 70 people are still missing after the 
mountain of construction waste material and mud 
collapsed at midday Sunday and flowed into an 
industrial park in Shenzhen. The city near Hong 
Kong makes products ranging from cellphones to 
cars that are sold around the world and it attracts 
workers from all parts of China.

Zhang Hu, a city vice mayor, told a news confer-
ence that four bodies had been found. He said that 
even though the critical 72-hour period to find sur-
vivors had passed, they were continuing rescue ef-
forts with a team of 5,000.

Upside-down weather pattern 
across US linked to El Nino

SEATTLE (AP) — Astrid Rau just baked 16 kinds 
of Christmas cookies, including a batch in the 

shape of snowflakes. But she’s nevertheless having 
trouble getting in the holiday spirit, thanks to fore-
casts that have the temperature in her hometown 
of Perkasie, Pennsylvania, hitting 72 degrees on 
Thursday.

“I associate cold with Christmas,” the 55-year-
old says. “And if it’s warm it just doesn’t feel quite 
right to me.”

A weather pattern partly linked with El Nino has 
turned winter upside-down across the U.S. during a 
week of heavy holiday travel, bringing spring-like 
warmth to the Northeast, a risk of tornadoes in the 
South and so much snow across the West that even 
skiing slopes have been overwhelmed.

In a reversal of a typical Christmas, forecasters 
expect New York to be in the mid-60s on the holiday 
— several degrees higher than Los Angeles.

The mild conditions have helped golf courses 
in New England do brisk business, but the pat-
tern comes at a steep cost for ski resorts that have 
closed and for backcountry skiers who confront 
avalanche risks. And like Rau, many Americans 
complain that it just doesn’t feel like the holidays 
without a chill in the air.

Blanched onions: Chipotle 
tweaks cooking after E. coli scare

NEW YORK (AP) — After an E. coli outbreak that 
sickened more than 50 people, Chipotle is tweaking 
its cooking methods.

Onions will be dipped in boiling water to kill 
germs before they’re chopped. Raw chicken will be 
marinated in re-sealable plastic bags, rather than 
in bowls. Cilantro will be added to freshly cooked 
rice so the heat gets rid of microbes in the garnish.

“When you’re given a project like this, you look 
at the universe of hazards,” said Mansour Sa-
madpour, CEO of IEH Laboratories, which was 
hired by Chipotle to tighten its procedures.

The changes mark a dramatic turn in fortunes for 
Chipotle, which has surged in popularity by touting 
its “Food With Integrity” slogan. As it expanded to 
more than 1,900 locations, the company also sought 
to draw a distinction between itself and other fast-
food chains that executives said use “chemical ad-
ditives” and “cheap artificial ingredients.”

Now, Chipotle Mexican Grill Inc. may be suffer-
ing from traits that helped define it. In its annual 
report in February, the Denver company noted it 
may be at a higher risk for foodborne illnesses be-
cause of its use of “fresh produce and meats rather 
than frozen,” and its traditional cooking methods,” 
rather than “automation.”
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News in brief

Fireball streaking across US 
sky was Russian rocket debris 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Military officials say a 
streak of light seen burning across the sky by people 
in three Western states was debris from a Russian 
rocket re-entering the atmosphere.

U.S. Strategic Command spokeswoman Julie 
Ziegenhorn says the fireball seen over Arizona, 
Nevada and California in Tuesday’s night sky was 
an SL-4 rocket body booster from Russia that was 
launched Monday.

Dozens of people took to social media to share 
videos and photos and marvel at the white fireball 
flying through the sky that some described as a 
shooting star. Others wondered if it was a meteor 
breaking up on re-entry or space debris from a fall-
en satellite.

Russia’s Federal Space Agency declined to com-
ment.
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NBA
Sunday’s Games

Miami 116, Portland 109
Minnesota 100, Brooklyn 

85
Cleveland 108, Philadelphia 

86
Milwaukee 101, Phoenix 

95
Sacramento 104, Toronto 

94
Atlanta 103, Orlando 100

New Orleans 130, Denver 
125

Monday’s Games
Washington 113, 

Sacramento 99
Boston 113, Minnesota 99
Orlando 107, New York 99
Brooklyn 105, Chicago 102
Houston 102, Charlotte 95
Atlanta 106, Portland 97

San Antonio 106, Indiana 
92

Utah 110, Phoenix 89
Oklahoma City 100, L.A. 

Clippers 99
Tuesday’s Games

Memphis 104, Philadelphia 
90

Toronto 103, Dallas 99
Detroit 93, Miami 92

L.A. Lakers 111, Denver 
107

Wednesday’s Games
New York at Cleveland, 7 

p.m.
Sacramento at Indiana, 7 

p.m.
Houston at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Washington, 7 

p.m.
Boston at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Brooklyn, 7:30 

p.m.

San Antonio at Minnesota, 
8 p.m.

Portland at New Orleans, 
8 p.m.

Philadelphia at Milwaukee, 
8 p.m.

Detroit at Atlanta, 8 p.m.
Denver at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Utah at Golden State, 10:30 

p.m.
Oklahoma City at L.A. 

Lakers, 10:30 p.m.
NHL

Sunday’s Games
Florida 5, Vancouver 4, SO
Boston 2, New Jersey 1, 

SO
Tampa Bay 5, Ottawa 2

Detroit 4, Calgary 2
Washington 7, N.Y. Rangers 

3
Chicago 4, San Jose 3, OT

Monday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders 5, Anaheim 

2
Philadelphia 4, St. Louis 3
Pittsburgh 5, Columbus 2
Washington 2, Carolina 1
Nashville 5, Montreal 1
Dallas 6, Minnesota 3
Toronto 7, Colorado 4

Edmonton 3, Winnipeg 1
Tuesday’s Games

Florida 2, Ottawa 1, SO
St. Louis 2, Boston 0

N.Y. Rangers 3, Anaheim 
2, OT

New Jersey 4, Detroit 3
Vancouver 2, Tampa Bay 1

Minnesota 2, Montreal 1
Dallas 4, Chicago 0

Calgary 4, Winnipeg 1
Arizona 3, Toronto 2

San Jose 5, Los Angeles 3
Wednesday’s Games

No games scheduled
Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

MLB INTERNATIONAL — 
Named Charles Hill manag-
ing director of MLB Europe, 

Middle East and Africa.
American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS — 
Released 3B Chris Johnson. 
Agreed to terms with LHP 
Ross Detwiler on a minor 

league contract.
National League

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 
— Agreed to terms with RHP 
Mike Leake on a five-year 

contract.
BASKETBALL

National Basketball Asso-
ciation

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES — 
Reassigned Fs James Ennis 
and Jarell Martin and G Russ 

Smith to Iowa (NBADL).
MINNESOTA TIMBER-

WOLVES — Recalled G Tyus 
Jones from Idaho (NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — 

Placed S Tyrann Mathieu on 
injured reserve. Re-signed S 

Chris Clemons.
BALTIMORE RAVENS — 

Placed TE Crockett Gillmore 
on injured reserve. Placed LB 
Brennen Beyer on the practice 
squad injured list. Signed LB 
Chris Carter. Signed DE Nord-
ly Capi to the practice squad.

BUFFALO BILLS — Placed 

LB Randell Johnson and WR 
Robert Woods on injured re-
serve and T Seantrel Hender-
son on the reserve/non-foot-
ball illness list. Released WR 
Marcus Thigpen. Signed WRs 
Dezmin Lewis, Walter Powell 
and Greg Salas and DE Jerel 
Worthy. Signed TE Jacob 
Maxwell and QB Zac Dysart 

to the practice squad.
CHICAGO BEARS — 

Waived RB Antone Smith. 
Terminated the practice squad 
contract of DL Toby Johnson. 
Signed DT D’Anthony Smith 
from the practice squad and 
CB De’Vante Bausby and DL 
Davon Coleman to the prac-

tice squad.
CLEVELAND BROWNS — 

Placed OL John Greco on in-
jured reserve. Re-signed WR 

Darius Jennings.
GREEN BAY PACKERS — 

Placed LS Brett Goode on in-
jured reserve. Signed LS Rick 

Lovato.
HOUSTON TEXANS — 

Placed QB T.J. Yates on in-
jured reserve. Signed QB 
B.J. Daniels from the practice 

squad.
MIAMI DOLPHINS — 

Placed LBs Koa Misi and Chris 
McCain on injured reserve. 
Re-signed LB James-Michael 
Johnson and OL Jacques Mc-
Clendon. Signed G Shelley 

Smith.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — 

Signed LB Alex Singleton to 
the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRI-

OTS — Placed LB Eric Martin 
on injured reserve. Released 
DL Ishmaa’ily Kitchen. Signed 

RB Steven Jackson.
NEW YORK JETS — 

Signed WR Joe Anderson to 
the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — 
Placed DT Mike Martin on 
injured reserve. Signed QB 
Alex Tanney from Indianapo-

lis’ practice squad.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

— Signed TE Marcel Jensen 
from Buffalo’s practice squad.

Canadian Football 
League

EDMONTON ESKIMOS — 
Signed SB Adarius Bowman 
and DT Almondo Sewell to 
contract extensions through 

2017.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

— Recalled D Petter Gran-
berg from his conditioning 
assignment with Milwaukee 

(AHL).
WASHINGTON CAPITALS 

— Reassigned D Connor Car-
rick to Hershey (AHL).

American Hockey League
SAN DIEGO GULLS — An-

nounced LW Max Friberg was 
reassigned to the team by 

Anaheim (NHL).
SOCCER

Major League Soccer
LA GALAXY — Transferred 

D Omar Gonzalez to CF Pa-
chuca (Liga MX-Mexico).
NEW YORK RED BULLS 

— Signed F Alex Muyl.

National Women’s Soccer 
League

WASHINGTON SPIRIT — 
Waived D Josephine Chuk-

wunonye.
WESTERN NEW YORK 

FLASH — Announced the res-
ignation of coach Aaron Lines, 
who will remain with the club 

in a management position.
North American Soccer 

League
JACKSONVILLE ARMADA 

— Signed D Tyler Ruthven.
COLLEGE

NCAA — Placed Hawaii’s 
men’s basketball program on 

probation for three years.
BALL STATE — Announced 

the resignation of football 
coach Pete Lembo to become 
assistant head coach and 
special teams coordinator at 

Maryland.
MIAMI — Suspended S Ja-

mal Carter for the Sun Bowl 
for violating a team policy. An-
nounced DT Courtel Jenkins 
was declared academically 

ineligible.
PURDUE — Named Terry 

Malone offensive coordina-
tor in addition to his duties as 

tight ends coach.
TEXAS STATE — An-

nounced the retirement of 
football coach Dennis Fran-

chione.
WISCONSIN — Named 

Howard Moore men’s assis-
tant basketball coach.

Scoreboard

The Rangers had a really good winter in July
I

magine that the 
Rangers didn’t 
trade for Cole 
Hamels.

They didn’t trade for  
Hamels, because before 
they could do that, he 

said yes 
to Hous-
ton. They 
d i d n ’ t 
trade for  
H a m e l s 
and Jake 
D i e k -
m a n , 
b e c a u s e 
Houston 
got them 
both, and 
d i d n ’ t 

need to 
trade for Oliver Perez 
two weeks later. 

They didn’t trade for  
Hamels, Diekman, and 
Sam Dyson, because 
Philadelphia made a 
deal it liked better and 
because Miami knew 
better than to shuffle the 
deck for a couple poten-
tial role players when 
there was absolutely no 
urgency to do so.

Texas, without 
Hamels, Diekman, and 
Dyson didn’t play in 

October, aside from the 
four games against the 
Angels that ended the 
regular season, one of 
which Jerad Eickhoff 
started. Alec Asher 
started another one of 
them.

Houston didn’t get 
Carlos Gomez and Mike 
Fiers, because two of the 
Astros prospects that 
are now Brewers pros-
pects (lefthander Josh 
Hader and outfielder 
Brett Phillips) went to 
the Phillies instead, so 
they didn’t get that Fi-
ers no-hitter but they 
also didn’t end up 4-6 in 
games Fiers would have 
started. Jake Marisnick 
(.665 OPS) got the bulk 
of the center field starts 
that Gomez (.670 OPS 
with the Astros) would 
have gotten.

Perez (6.75 ERA, 
.275/.327/.471 opponents’ 
slash), an impending 
free agent, never ar-
rived in Houston, be-
cause Diekman (2.08, 
169/.247/.273) — with 
three and a half years 
of control remaining — 
did. And Diekman was 
big for the Astros in the 

playoffs.
Texas finished strong 

but didn’t win 10 of the 
12 regular season games 
that Hamels would have 
started, and didn’t quite 
get the .195/.246/.274 op-
ponents’ slash in the 53 
innings that Diekman 
and Dyson would have 
contributed, or the two 
relievers’ 50 strikeouts 
and seven walks. Also 
the bullpenners who 
would have gotten those 
innings gave up a lot 
more than Diekman and 
Dyson’s three combined 
home runs and posted 
an ERA somewhat north 
of their 1.53. 

Texas held onto not 
only Eickhoff and Ash-
er, but also Jorge Alfaro 
(who returned to action 
on a minor league rehab 
assignment for a week), 
Jake Thompson, and 
Nick Williams, the lat-
ter two of whom head-
lined every Rangers 
trade rumor as the win-
ter got underway, be-
cause with Chi Chi Gon-
zalez and Eickhoff and 
Asher, Texas had some 
doorstep starting pitch-
ing to offer teams, and 

because Lewis Brinson 
gave Texas some more 
doorstep outfield depth 
to deal from, and Wil-
liams didn’t project to 
offer the same plus de-
fense in center field or 
right-handedness that 
Brinson offered, not 
an unimportant thing 
given how heavily the 
Texas lineup (now and 
going forward) tilted so 
far to the left. 

Texas had significant 
pitching staff needs go-
ing into the winter, as 
the rotation was headed 
by Derek Holland and 
Martin Perez, coming 
off second-half returns 
from injury, and Yu 
Darvish, whose 2016 
would be delayed at least 
a month. Colby Lewis 
and Gonzalez were le-
gitimate candidates 
to start, and Eickhoff 
showed enough prom-
ise down the stretch to 
join Nick Martinez as 
spring training compet-
itors, along with Asher 
and Anthony Ranaudo 
and Carlos Frias, the 
righthander Texas who 
wasn’t the key piece 
from the Dodgers in the 

Yovani Gallardo trade 
deadline deal, but the 
closest to the big leagues. 
Perhaps even Matt Har-
rison would still be in 
the mix, though it would 
be a long shot.

However, this is the 
Darvish-Beltre window, 
and though the Ameri-
can League had no 
great teams, the Rang-
ers knew they needed 
an impact off-season 
boost to compete for a 
pennant in 2016. The 
rotation needed help, as 
did the bullpen, which 
got a great year from 
Shawn Tolleson and 
Keone Kela, but not 
such a great one from 
Tanner Scheppers. Sam 
Freeman was solid, and 
Luke Jackson and An-
drew Faulkner showed a 
ton of late-season prom-
ise, but there weren’t 
enough established re-
lief arms going into the 
winter, especially with 
the shape of the rotation 
promising a heavy bull-
pen workload.

The Rangers were 
well-armed to go get 
pitching help. They 
had frontline prospects 

in the upper levels of 
the farm (or in the big 
leagues) on the mound 
(Gonzalez, Thompson, 
Eickhoff, Asher, Jack-
son, Faulkner), behind 
the plate (Alfaro), in the 
infield (Joey Gallo), and 
in the outfield (Brin-
son, Williams, Nomar 
Mazara). 

They also had some 
payroll room as well, 
with a loaded crop of 
free agent starters and 
relievers to engage.

They could have trad-
ed for Shelby Miller.

Though most believe 
it would have taken 
more than Thompson, 
Williams, Alfaro, Eick-
hoff, and Asher to get 
the Braves to decline 
Arizona’s offer of Ender 
Inciarte, Dansby Swan-
son, and Aaron Blair. 
(And that’s without fac-
toring in the Harrison 
piece, which favored 
Texas.) They could 
have approached Mi-
ami on Jose Fernandez, 
but the Marlins appar-
ently wanted that same 
Diamondbacks pack

See RANGERS, Page 9

Taylor 
Ellis

Sharp beats former team, leading Stars past Blackhawks 4-0
DALLAS (AP) — Pat-

rick Sharp doesn’t see 
it getting any easier 
to play Chicago, even 
when he scores against 
his former team in a 
dominant victory that 
shows Dallas might be 
the team to beat in the 
Western Conference.

The veteran forward 
simply spent too many 
years and won too many 
Stanley Cups with the 
Blackhawks.

“It really wasn’t that 
fun of a game,” Sharp 
said after getting a goal 
and an assist Tuesday 
night in a 4-0 victory 
that gave the Stars an 
NHL-leading 26 wins 
and 54 points. “Hockey’s 
a game you play with 
a lot of intensity, and 
that’s hard to do against 
your buddies.”

It was Sharp’s first 
regular-season game 
against Chicago since 
coming to the Stars in 
an offseason trade when 
the Blackhawks were 
trying save salary-cap 
space. He had just won 
his third Stanley Cup in 

six seasons, and spent 
10 years with the Black-
hawks.

Sharp scored 11 sec-
onds into the third pe-
riod to give Dallas a 2-0 
lead in what had been a 
game with few chances 
between the highest-
scoring teams in the 
West. His goal sparked 
a 17-3 shot advantage in 
third period.

“I wouldn’t say we 
dominated,” Sharp said. 
“It’s tough to dominate 
a team like Chicago.”

Antti Niemi stopped 
20 shots for his third 
shutout this season a 
night after replacing 
Kari Lehtonen less than 
10 minutes into a 6-3 
win at Minnesota when 
the Stars rallied from a 
quick 2-0 deficit.

The first of five meet-
ings between likely West 
contenders featured the 
league’s top three scor-
ers in Chicago’s Patrick 
Kane and Dallas’ Tyler 
Seguin and Jamie Benn. 
And yet each team went 
more than 10 minutes 
without a shot at some 

point in the first two pe-
riods.

Jason Spezza had the 
only goal in the first 
40 minutes when he 
passed to himself to 
get by defenders while 
crossing the blue line 
and slipped the puck be-
tween Corey Crawford’s 
pad and the post in the 
second period.

Sharp took a pass from 
Benn while racing up 
the right wing just after 
the third-period faceoff 
and beat Crawford over 
his left shoulder. Jason 
Demers had the first of 
his two assists on the 
play.

Less than 3 minutes 
later, Colton Sceviour 
tipped in a shot from 
the blue line by Jordie 
Benn for his first goal in 
16 games.

“They just grabbed the 
momentum and never 
let us get it back,” said 
Chicago’s Jonathan 
Toews, who was held 
without a shot while 
Kane had just one. “I 
think we didn’t do what 
we had to do to take it 

back, either.”
Dallas defenseman 

Johnny Oduya had a 

steady if quiet Chicago 
reunion compared to 
Sharp after signing as 

a free agent following 
two Cup titles with the 
Blackhawks. He had 
three blocked shots in 
20 minutes.

The best moment 
for Niemi in his 35th 
career shutout came 
while protecting a 1-0 
lead late in the sec-
ond period. He turned 
away a shot from close 
range by former Dal-
las forward Ryan Gar-
butt, who was part of 
the Sharp trade. Niemi 
made a spread-eagle 
stop on the rebound 
when Andrew Desjar-
dins tried to slip the 
puck under his leg.

“I thought he made 
a couple of big saves,” 
Stars coach Lindy Ruff 
said. “We were great 
defensively in from of 
him. I don’t think they 
had a scoring chance 
in the third period.”

The Stars went about 
14 minutes without a 
shot between the first 
and second periods, 
and the Blackhawks

See STARS, Page 15

AP photo

Dallas Stars left wing Patrick Sharp (10) cel-
ebrates his goal with teammate Dallas Stars center 
Tyler Seguin (91) during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015, in Dallas. 
The Stars won 4-0.
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Get Smart about
your coverage
options and
discounts

Tommy Churchwell
Insurance
2303 Goliad St.
Big Spring, TX

432-267-3857

264131275902

Stop by for all
your favorites today!

601
E. FM 700

1200
Gregg St.

2
6
4
1
8
4

Are Your Tires Safe For
Winter Driving?

TIRE TIME
507 E. 3rd Street
Big Spring, Texas

(432) 263-8473 • (432) 263-6932

Stop In Today For A
FREE TIRE INSPECTION!

271319

Merry Christmas!

RANGERS
Continued from Page 8

 age plus Patrick Corb-
in and Brandon Drury.

Let’s see what Tyson 
Ross or Andrew Cash-
ner fetch for the Padres, 
or Carlos Carrasco or 
Danny Salazar bring 
Cleveland. It will be a 
ton, if they’re traded at 
all because everyone 
wants pitching. Reliable 
pitching.

The Rangers could 
have instead gotten in-
volved in the open mar-
ket, and though they 
wouldn’t have played 
on David Price or Zack 
Greinke at those dol-
lar levels, maybe they 
could have given Jordan 
Zimmermann five years 
and $110 million, Jeff 
Samardzija five/$90MM, 
Hisashi Iwakuma 
three/$45MM, J.A. Happ 
three/$36MM, or John 
Lackey two/$32MM. 
That’s assuming those 
pitchers would have 
taken those same dol-
lars from Texas.

To bolster the bull-

pen, Texas could have 
gone ahead and traded 
Leonys Martin and An-
thony Bass to Seattle for 
Tom Wilhelmsen (plus 
corner bat Patrick Kiv-
lehan and center fielder 
James Jones), and now 
you’ve got Wilhelmsen 
and Tolleson in place 
as reliable arms for the 
back of the pen. The 
Rangers could have ven-
tured into Japan and 
prevailed in the compe-
tition to sign righthand-
er Tony Barnette and 
his filthy sink and cut 
for a reported two years 
plus a club option.

But would Wilhelm-
sen and Barnette, added 
to Tolleson, Kela, Schep-
pers, Freeman, Jackson, 
and Faulkner have been 
enough to give the Rang-
ers confidence that they 
had a winning combina-
tion in the bullpen, set 
to support a contending 
team?

Texas could have 
jumped into the reliever 
market and competed 
to sign Darren O’Day at 
four years and $31 mil-
lion (though he wanted 
to stay in the Baltimore-

D.C. Area), Joakim 
Soria at three/$25MM, 
Ryan Madson at 
three/$22MM, Tony 
Sipp at three/$18MM, 
Shawn Kelley at 
three/$15MM, Mark 
Lowe at two/$11MM, 
Steve Cishek at 
two/$10MM (that could 
end up being as much as 
two/$17MM), John Ax-
ford at two/$10MM, Ja-
son Motte at two/$10MM, 
Jonathan Broxton at 
two/$7.5MM, Perez at 
two/$7MM, Chad Qualls 
at two/$6MM, or Rich 
Hill at one/$6MM.

Or traded the equiva-
lent of righthanders 
Vincent Velasquez, 
Mark Appel, and Thom-
as Eshelman, lefthander 
Brett Oberholtzer, and 
infielder Harold Arauz 
to Philadelphia for Ken 
Giles (and minor league 
shortstop Jonathan 
Arauz). (One rival club 
executive, asked to eval-
uate what Houston gave 
up this week to get Giles 
said that, if the Phillies 
were to move Velasquez 
to the bullpen, the rook-
ie could be “just as good 
as Giles.”)

The Rangers could 
have signed Happ this 
winter and had him, 
theoretically, for the 
next three seasons at 
$36 million, but they 
traded for Hamels at 
around the same ef-
fective payroll hit (not 
counting this past sum-
mer’s two-months-plus-
playoff-run) instead. 
That is, unless they ex-
ercise a club option to 
keep Hamels around an 
extra year.

They could have trad-
ed a massive package of 
prospects to control Ken 
Giles through 2020, but 
they traded Tomas Te-
lis and Cody Ege to con-
trol Sam Dyson through 
2020 instead. And they 
got four pennant races 
of Jake Diekman tossed 
into the Hamels deal. 

Rather than going 
out and signing Tony 
Sipp, who’d been desig-
nated for assignment 16 
months ago, for three 
years and $18 million.

Would you rather 
have Giles than Dyson? 
Maybe.

But what if Philadel-
phia had been using 
Giles in the seventh and 
eighth inning the last 
couple months before 
trading him and Miami 
had been closing with 
Dyson, rather than the 
opposite? How would 
their trade value have 
changed, artificially?

Texas will pay Hamels 

less in 2016, and less in 
2017, during the Darvish 
window, than the Cubs 
will pay Lackey. And 
Texas will have Hamels 
another year after that, 
and maybe two.

Texas will pay Dyson 
a little more this year 
than it will pay Jackson 
at the big league level. 
The following year, too.

You could have be-
tween two and three 
Diekman’s this year for 
what the Rockies will 
pay Qualls. Or four Diek-
man’s for what Oakland 
will pay Axford, whom 
the Indians allowed the 
Pirates to claim on waiv-
ers in mid-August.

Houston is probably 
going to overpay Kazmir 
to return this winter, or 
overpay for some other 
starting pitcher, either 
in dollars and years or 
in prospects, because 
that’s where the market 
has gone, not unpredict-
ably.

The Astros could have 
instead had Hamels 
for 2016, 2017, and 2018, 
with a club option for 
2019 — not to mention to 
boost what was already 
a storybook 2015. 

If he hadn’t vetoed 
their trade with the 

Phillie.
But he did, and that led 

to Texas adding a front-
line starter — and front-
line reliever — to a team 
that then picked up an-
other shutdown bullpen 
arm and stormed from 
that point forward to 
162+.

What Texas did on 
July 29 and July 31 
changed everything, as 
far as the 2015 season 
was concerned.

But the Rangers didn’t 
only earn a return to 
the playoffs when they 
picked up Cole Hamels, 
Jake Diekman, and Sam 
Dyson.

The Rangers moves 
for the present and the 
future back in July are 
why we haven’t seen a 
big splash in free agency 
by the Rangers thus far. 
However, those moves 
mean that we should 
see the Rangers making 
trades come late July of 
2016 not for prospects, 
but for another run at 
the World Series.

DeRozan helps Raptors edge Mavericks 103-99
TORONTO (AP) — 

This time, DeMar DeRo-
zan and the Toronto 
Raptors grabbed control 
with a big first quarter.

DeRozan scored 28 
points and Bismack Bi-
yombo had a career-high 
20 rebounds, leading 
the Raptors to a 103-99 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks on Tuesday 
night.

Toronto led 32-16 af-
ter one for its biggest 
advantage of the season 
after 12 minutes. DeRo-
zan had 10 points in the 
opening quarter.

“We just have to have 
that sense of urgency 
right out of the gate and 
understand that teams 
are coming after us,” 
DeRozan said.

“We can’t wait and we 
have to be the ones to 
throw the first punch 
and that’s what we did 
tonight.”

Toronto lost Sunday at 
home after trailing Sac-
ramento 37-18 after the 
first quarter. The Rap-
tors came into Tuesday 
night having dropped 
eight of 10 games when 
losing after 12 minutes.

Dallas’ 16 points in the 
first were the fewest al-
lowed by Toronto in an 

opening period this sea-
son.

Kyle Lowry had 17 
points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists for To-
ronto, which swept the 
two-game season series 
against Dallas. Terrence 
Ross scored 16 points, 
and Luis Scola finished 
with 15 points and nine 
rebounds.

The Raptors appeared 
to be on their way to 
a comfortable victory 
with five minutes to go 
in the fourth. But the 
Mavericks battled back.

Jeremy Evans scored 
with 11.6 seconds re-
maining to trim Toron-
to’s lead to 101-99, but 
missed a foul shot that 
would have got Dallas 
within one. Ross then 
closed it out with a cou-
ple of free throws.

Biyombo also had nine 
points and blocked two 
shots.

“He does a man’s job 
as far as rebounding the 
ball and going and get-
ting it and protecting the 
paint,” Toronto coach 
Dwane Casey said.

Dirk Nowitzki led the 
way for Dallas with 20 
points and seven re-
bounds. Wesley Mat-
thews had 15 points be-

fore a sellout crowd at 
Air Canada Centre.

“It’s obviously hard 
when you run behind 
like that and you’ve got 
to keep fighting to get 
back into the game,” 
Nowitzki said.

Nowitzki hit a 26-foot 
3-pointer to cut the Rap-
tors’ lead to three points 
in the second minute of 
the fourth.

But Toronto respond-
ed with a 15-2 run over 
the next five minutes. 
The Raptors hit four 3s 
during that key stretch, 
including a pair by Cory 
Joseph on consecutive 
trips up the court fol-
lowed by another from 
Ross.

“I was really im-
pressed with the way 
he responded tonight,” 
Casey said of Joseph, 
who had 12 points in 27 
minutes, including 10 
points in the final pe-
riod.

Charlie Villanueva, 
who scored all nine of 
his points in the final 
quarter as the Maver-
icks made a push, said 
his team needs “to play 
with more disposition, 
more energy and be 
scrappier.

“Toronto was a team 

that had just lost to Sac-
ramento so they were 
hungry,” he said. “And, 
we’d just come out of a 
great win against Mem-
phis and it just appeared 
that we were a little laid 
back.”

Toronto forward 
James Johnson injured 
his ankle in warmups 
and did not dress. Then 
the Raptors lost Patrick 
Patterson to flu-like 
symptoms, leaving them 
with just nine players 
available.

“We have a resilient 
team and tonight every-
body stepped up,” Low-
ry said.

TIP-INS
Mavericks: G Deron 

Williams left with a 
strained left hamstring 
in the third quarter and 
did not return. ... The 
Mavericks dropped to 
4-10 when they score un-
der 100 points.

Raptors: Ross has 
scored in double digits 
for a season-high five 
straight games.

COACHING CON-
NECTIONS

Casey, who was an 
assistant to Mavericks 
coach Rick Carlisle 
for three seasons from 
2008-11, improved to 5-4 

against his former boss.
KNOCKOUT PUNCH
Former heavyweight 

boxing champion Len

See MAVS, Page 15

AP photo

DeMar DeRozan #10 of the Toronto Raptors 
drives to the basket against Chandler Parsons 
#25 of the Dallas Mavericks on December 22, 
2015 at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada.
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TexSCAN Week of                  
December 20, 2015

LEGAL
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied benefi ts? We Can 
Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon 
& Associates at 1-800-755-0168 to start your 
application today!

REAL ESTATE
4.1 ACRES north of Kerrville, paved roads, 
electricity, live oak trees, Harper schools, $988/
down, $422/mo. (9.9%, 30-yrs.) 1-800-876-9720. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
LOOKING TO SELL land? Reach over 2-million 
readers for one low price in the Texas Statewide 
Advertising Network. Contact this newspaper or 
call 1-800-749-4793

MEDICAL
GOT KNEE PAIN?  Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-relieving brace - little or NO cost to 
you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 
1-800-518-0173
SAFE STEP WALK-IN Tub. Alert for Seniors. 
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by 
Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less 
than 4 inch step-in. Wide door. Anti-Slip fl oors. 
American made. Installation included. Call 
1-800-606-8052 for $750 off.

SUPPLIES
EMERGENCIES CAN STRIKE at any time. 
Wise Food Storage makes it easy to prepare 
with tasty, easy-to-cook meals that have 
a 25-year shelf life. FREE sample. Call: 
1-800-716-0841

SERVICES
RECEIVING PAYMENTS from real estate you 
sold? Get cash now! Call Steve: 1-888-870-2243 
www.SteveCashesNotes.com

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classifi ed Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide Ad ..................$550
288 Newspapers, 844,050 Circulation

North Region Only ......$250
95 Newspapers, 297,505 Circulation

South Region Only .....$250
101 Newspapers, 366,627 Circulation

West Region Only .......$250
92 Newspapers, 205,950 Circulation

SR. ACCOUNTANT

The Colorado River Municipal Water District, regional 
raw water supplier for the Permian Basin, is accepting ap-
plications for following position in the Big Spring Area.

Senior Accountant – Assists with the maintenance of 
the district’s financial records, accounting systems and 
processes necessary to manage the district’s business. 
Responsibilities include billing of accounts receivable, 
maintain district banking and reconciliations.  Maintain 
fixed assets and assist with financials statements and 
financial reporting.  Strong computer skills required in 
Microsoft Excel and Word. Three to five year experience 
required.  Accounting degree preferred.

CRMWD is an equal opportunity employer.  Benefits 
include health insurance, retirement plans, and sick, vaca-
tion and holiday leave.  

Please apply at 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, Texas 
79720, Phn. 432.267.6347, website: www.crmwd.org

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting 
applications for the following position:

Electrician – Responsible for maintaining the District’s 
control panels, motors, electric substations and power 
lines. Intermediate level position, good understanding of 
electricity required.

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org
275776

275783

NOW HIRING
RN-Branch Director

to lead our office in Big Spring
Apply Today!

www.ehhi.com/careers
For more information contact

Scott Brown
214-239-6560

scottb@ehhi.com

Lost & Found

LOST DOG!! Small brown w/
white patches Cavalier.
Award will be given!
432-263-7008

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL
RETIREMENT AND

PAYFLEX BENEFITS

Registered Nurses
Job Posting # 298933 &
# 303578
Earn up to $5,312.11
per month (DOE)

Licensed Vocational Nurses
Job Posting # 298944
Earn up to $3,678.00
per month (DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing
Assistants
Job Posting # 295342
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1,962.85
per month

Contact our Job Center for
Job Descriptions or to
Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298 or

Complete an application
online at
https://jobshrportal.cpa.texas.
gov/ENG/careerportal/

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Rusty's Oilfield Service is
hiring a mechanic. Major
medical, safe workplace,
tools furnished, driver's
license required. Apply at
Rusty's 3327 I-20 North in
Stanton or Call 432-634-9137

NEIGHBORS
CONVENIENCE Store now
hiring cooks, cashiers,
stockers. All Shifts.
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700.

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently hiring for
the following positions:
Non-Certified/
Certified Nurse Aides
We offer Competitive Pay,
Benefits and a Great
Family working
environment!
Please apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway

Help Wanted

Parkview Nursing and
Rehab is currently looking for
Charge Nurses who are
motivated, caring and love
the elderly. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!
You can apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.
Parkview Nursing and
Rehabilitation is now
accepting applications for a
RN/LVN MDS Coordinator.
Must have experience in long
term care. We offer
Competitive Pay, Benefits
and a Great Family
working environment!
You can apply on line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or
in person at 3200 Parkway.

Pizza Inn is hiring for
all positions: Cooks, drivers,
& waitstaff. Apply in Person
2-5pm Mon-Sun. @ 700 E.
FM 700.

Items for Sale
FRESH
Local Pecans $10/lb.

Just in time for holiday
baking and client gifting.
THIS SEASON'S HARVEST!
(Fall 2015) Professionally
processed for your safety.
Halves & pieces.
Call Covan, today!
(432) 935-0035

For Sale: Lighted Christmas
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees,
and more decorations of all
sizes. Call 432-935-5307 or
432-816-2922 or come by
1433 Hilltop Rd.

On the Farm

Looking for a property owner
that will allow four hunters to
hunt for sandhill crane on
their property for two days in
January. Call 214-399-6875

On the Farm

WILD HOG BUYING
STATION. Paying top prices
and head bonuses. Near
Sweetwater. 806-778-5949

Public Notice

Howard County Public
Hearing

Howard County will be
conducting a Public Hearing
on December 28, 2015 at
5:30 p.m. in the
Commissioner's Court room
on the 3rd floor of the
Howard County Courthouse.
We will be asking for
comments on speed limits for
Driver Road from Riva Ridge
Rd east to the end of the
pavement. Brian Klinksiek the
Howard County Engineer, will
be available for discussion on
December 28, 2015 from
5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

#8925 December 23 & 27,
2015

Real Estate for Rent

1 acre of land for 1 RV (not in
trailer park). Septic/water
well, BSISD/Coahoma school
bus. $500/month.
Call 432-213-5631

107 East 25th St. 3 bedroom,
1 bath. Stove, refrigerator,
washer/dryer. No smoking/no
pets. References required.
$1,000/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-213-2319

1702 Morrison.
3 Bed, 1 Bath, CH/A, Tile
Floors, Storage,
$1025/month, $850/dep.
12 Month Lease.
432-816-1255.

5408 Wasson Rd.
2 bed, 2 bath mobile home.
$900/month, $450/dep. No
smoking or pets. Forsan ISD.
Call 432-813-0101

OFFICE SPACE FOR
LEASE. EXCELLENT
LOCATION. 1309 GREGG
STREET. Approx. 2200sqft.
Minimum 1 year lease.
$1,750.00/month plus dep.
Please call 432-263-5000

403 Hillside. 3 bed, 2 bath.
All appliances, very nice.
$1,500/month, $1,500/dep.
No pets/no smoking.
References required.
Call 432-213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

             

             267-5444
           263-5555 22

25
10

3201 Drexel. Clean 3 bed, 1
bath, living room, den, CH/A.
$1,200/month, $1,000/dep.
Call 432-770-1302 or
432-770-1430

4 bed, 2 bath. Totally
remodeled beautiful home!
No pets. $1,250/month,
$1,250/dep. Will be ready
Jan. 1st. Call 432-816-3877

606 W. 16th St. 2/1, recent
update, good neighborhood.
$1,200/month + deposit. One
year lease. Background &
references. 432-816-1815

Affordable Country Living-OAS-
IS RV Park has Spaces & Travel
Trailers for Rent, Call 432-517-
0062 or 264-9907.

Travel Trailers For Rent. For
More Information Call Ann @
816-6484 or Ticia @
213-3504

Real Estate for Sale

2 homes in Highland South.
2,200 sq ft average.
Beautiful view. Priced to sell.
Call 432-816-3877

FSBO. 1011 Dreid Rd. 3 bed,
2 bath. 1,801 sq. ft.
$230,000. (325) 315-7596
or (432) 270-8047

Owner Finance. 2 bed, 1
bath. Newly remodeled.
1302 Wright. $29,900.
Call 325-277-4923

Owner will finance
3304 Cornell. 4 bed, 1 bath,
big shop in back, new
paint/carpet. $99,900
w/$8,000 down.
Call Annalee 432-260-6009

Real Estate for Sale

Owner will finance. 1609
Harding St. 3 bed, 1 bath,
large kitchen. $63,900 total,
$3,000/down, $587/month.
Call Patience 432-349-5242

Owner will finance.
1904 Runnels St. 3 bed, 2
bath. $59,900. $4,000/down,
$540/month. Has new
paint/carpet.
Call Patience 432-349-5242

Want to Buy

RECORDS WANTED. 45s,
33s, 78s. Rock and roll, R&B,
Country, Western Swing,
modern Jazz,
Tejano. Speers Piano
Service 432-638-0618
anytime.

Vehicles

2006 Toyota RAV4 $3,200
Clean tile, Gas, Automatic,
Gray interior/ Blue exterior
color, 214-612-2061

Legals

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR COMMERCIAL FLUID
INJECTION WELL PERMIT

PETRO WASTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LP 153
TREELINE PARK, STE 100
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209

Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is not
productive of oil and gas.

The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the Glorietta
and Clearfork, The Farm Swd
Lease, Well Number 3. The
proposed injection well is
located 8.2 miles Northeast
of Stanton, TX in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
in Howard County. Fluid will
be injected into strata in the
subsurface depth interval
from 4100 to 5600 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas
Water Code, as amended,
Title 3 of the Texas Natural
Resources Code, as
amended, and the Statewide
Rules of the Oil and Gas
Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public
hearing from persons who
can show they are adversely
affected or requests for
further information
concerning any aspect of the
application should be
submitted in writing, within
fifteen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services
Section, Oil and Gas
Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Austin, Texas
78711 (Telephone
512/463-6792).
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Legals

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR COMMERCIAL FLUID
INJECTION WELL PERMIT

PETRO WASTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LP 153
TREELINE PARK, STE 100
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209

Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is not
productive of oil and gas.

The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the Glorietta
and Clearfork, The Farm Swd
Lease, Well Number 3. The
proposed injection well is
located 8.2 miles Northeast
of Stanton, TX in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
in Howard County. Fluid will
be injected into strata in the
subsurface depth interval
from 4100 to 5600 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas
Water Code, as amended,
Title 3 of the Texas Natural
Resources Code, as
amended, and the Statewide
Rules of the Oil and Gas
Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public
hearing from persons who
can show they are adversely
affected or requests for
further information
concerning any aspect of the
application should be
submitted in writing, within
fifteen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services
Section, Oil and Gas
Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Austin, Texas
78711 (Telephone
512/463-6792).
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR COMMERCIAL FLUID
INJECTION WELL PERMIT

PETRO WASTE
ENVIRONMENTAL LP 153
TREELINE PARK, STE 100
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209

Is applying to the Railroad
Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a
formation which is not
productive of oil and gas.

The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the Glorietta
and Clearfork, The Farm Swd
Lease, Well Number 2. The
proposed injection well is
located 8.2 miles Northeast
of Stanton, TX in the
Spraberry (Trend Area) Field
in Howard County. Fluid will
be injected into strata in the
subsurface depth interval
from 4100 to 5600 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY:
Chapter 27 of the Texas
Water Code, as amended,
Title 3 of the Texas Natural
Resources Code, as
amended, and the Statewide
Rules of the Oil and Gas
Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public
hearing from persons who
can show they are adversely
affected or requests for
further information
concerning any aspect of the
application should be
submitted in writing, within
fifteen days of publication, to
the Environmental Services
Section, Oil and Gas
Division, Railroad
Commission of Texas, P.O.
Box 12967, Austin, Texas
78711 (Telephone
512/463-6792).

#8926 December 23, 2015Take the 
Direct 
Route 
to a
NEW 
CAR
The Classifieds make it 
easy to buy or sell your 
vehicle without the 
middle man, and that 
means more money in 
your pocket!

The Big Spring 
Herald Classifieds
In print, online! 
www.bigspringherald.com

Place an Ad Today!
Rates start at

$35
for a week!

Call 
432.263.7331 
or email your ad to 

classifieds@bigspringherald.com

sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 3 of 5 - Easy

7 2 5 4 8 6 3 9 1

1 4 9 7 3 2 8 5 6

6 3 8 1 5 9 2 7 4

4 8 1 6 7 3 5 2 9

2 5 6 8 9 4 7 1 3

9 7 3 5 2 1 6 4 8

5 9 7 3 4 8 1 6 2

3 1 2 9 6 7 4 8 5

8 6 4 2 1 5 9 3 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $65.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING
Expert Plumbing and

Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering

Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Inspection.
Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

23
34

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CONCRETE

25
86

67

40 Years Plus Experience

Ortiz Concrete
Const.

Steel Buildings
Call:

 Domingo Ortiz
806-759-1036 / Cell

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

 CAR FOR SALE

NEED TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Complete Home 
Remodeling

Cabinets, Porch, Decks, 
Garage Doors, Etc.
432-816-0658

26
57

90

J&J
HANDYMAN

SPECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

LAWN SERVICE

25
86

52

Big Spring
Lawn Care

Mowing, Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard

ALL OF YOUR 
LAWN CARE
270-7733

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE

25
21

28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

TREE SERVICE

26
37

57

Larry's Tree Service
(432) 270-8049

• Tree Removal  • Trimming
• Pruning
- Serving -

Permian Basin Since 2001
FREE ESTIMATES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

AUTO PARTS
26

24
49

A Modern Auto Dismantler

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts

1511 HWY. 350 • (432) 263-5000
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Monday - Friday 8a.m. - 5:30p.m.

Since 1947

CONTRACTORS

2
7

3
3

5
0

T&P CONSTRUCTION
(All Remodeling)

Stucco, Brick,
 Driveways
Side Walks
House Slab

Block Fences
All Concrete Work

Call Today! 
(432) 213-4775

Mobile Wash
W/Steamer

(432) 213-5128

LANDSCAPING

26
53

70

RAINBOW
LANDSCAPING
Yards, Trees, Clean-Up,

Hauling, Garden,
Planting, etc.
Free Estimates
Call Bryan @

(432) 301-5827 

CONCRETE

26
57

89

A.E. Concrete
and Masonry
Specializing in all types of 

concrete, stucco, brick, block
 and also stone work

(OUR WORK SPEAKS FOR ITSELF.)
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!!

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL (432) 466-4640

CONCRETE

27
22

82

Amaya
Construction

• Slab Curbs •
• Driveways • 
• Foundation •

NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL
Jose Amaya

432-894-0702

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

275605

TREE TRIMMING

26
38

86

LAWN SERVICE
Williams Lawn Service

& U-Haul Rental
We Mow, Trim & Haul
& Plus Rent U-Haul

Trucks & Trailers

Alvin Williams
OWNER

209 N. Johnson, 
Big Spring, TX 79720

432-213-9568
alvinwilliams68@yahoo.com 27

55
39

PLUMBING

27
38

65

Roach Bros. LLC
PLUMBING PARTS & FIXTURES

1200 E. 4th St. • Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 606-5029 Ofc. • (432) 606-5030 Fax

"All of your Plumbing needs in one Store"

PLUMBING

27
38

64

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

• Drain Cleaning • Gas Lines • Water Heaters
• Water Leaks • Fixtures

Edward Roach
Master Plumber • M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell                   432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

Advance Plumbing

MECHANIC

27
60

71

MOBILE MECHANIC
Diesel & Gas

513-978-7288

Salazar's
Truck/Trailer/Auto

We Come TO You - 150 Mile Radius



Classifieds12 Big Spring Herald
Wednesday, December 23, 2015

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

ROOFING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

“LOOK”
The Classifieds

Have It!
Looking for a new house?  

A good car? An affordable computer? 
Find just what you need and want, 

in the classifieds. 
The Big Spring Herald

To place your ad call: 432-263-7331

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Trimming trees in Big Spring (and 
surrounding areas) since 1980.
For tree trimming and removal.

CALL Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATE26

02
23

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

Full Moon
Roofing
Insured & Bonded

H LIFETIME Shingles
H Hail Resistant Shingles
H 26 Gauge Metal

Top 50 Companies On Angie’s List
Over 230 Complete Roofs This Year

80% Upgrade To metal At No Additional Cost
30 Yrs. Of Doing It Right!

432-267-5478
FREE ESTIMATES

SECURITY

24
56

21

Spring City 
Security
Locally Owned

For All Security Needs
Call 

Tonyia Grigg
432-816-4421

STORAGE

Reliable
Self Storage

  * New Clean Facility

  * Video Survellience

  * Electronic Gate Access

  * Fenced & Lighted Complex

  * 24 Hr/7 Days A Week Access

  * Easy In & Out Access

  * Moving Supplies

  * Month to Month Rentals

Locally Owned & Operated by
Gary & Glenda Gillihan

1908 Wasson Rd.
(432) 517-4860

252122

274606

YOUR AD

THIS COULD 
BE 

YOUR AD
FOR MORE

INFORMATION

CALL
263-7331

Herald Classifieds

STORAGE

27
22

94

AAA Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700

Big Spring, Texas 79720
Phone (432) 263-0732

Special 1/2 off 
first month

No Deposit

PAINTING

Cecil's Painting

23
77

47

Free
Estimates

Interior
& Exterior

(432) 413-6895
(DIAL AREA CODE)

Retired Fireman

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

CATTLE
ELKINS CATTLE TRANSIT, LTD. CO.

Cattle Hauling - Hay Hauling
(Semi Trailer or Gooseneck Available)

Heavy Equipment trucking for:
Pipeline, Oilfield, Construction, Farm

(RGN / Flatbed Available)

TERRY ELKINS
432-631-6623 Big Spring, Texas

*Trucking*   *Welding (Certified Pipe)*
*Backhoe*

Fully Licensed and Insured275933
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 3 of 5 - Easy

5 4 8 3

9 6

6 1 2 7

8 1 7 3

5 2 6 4

9 7 8 2

3 4

4 1 5 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Holiday

MatHis

Breezy 
Moon

 The 
Gemini 
moon 
rallies 
for levity. 
This is a 
fine day 

for taking things at 
surface value. Not 
everything needs the 
application of deep 
thought. Over-think 
and you’ll weave to-
gether disparate sec-
tions into a design as 
intricate as a spider 
web (which, besides 
being a home, is 
also a trap). Keep it 
breezy now; you can 
always ponder later. 
    ARIES (March 
21-April 19). Some-
thing you thought you 
were through with 
still holds an electric 
charge. Maybe you’re 
not as “over it” as you 
thought, but you’re 
getting there. Wrap 
your head around it 
once more, and once 
more let it go. 
    TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). Try not to 
confuse attachment 
with connection. 
Connection is mostly 
love. Attachment is 
mostly fear. Con-
nection is magnetic. 
Attachment adheres 

by grasping.   
    GEMINI (May 
21-June 21). There’s 
much to appreciate in 
a special relationship. 
For starters, you are 
somehow each able 
to grow in a direction 
that feels personally 
fulfilling without grow-
ing apart from one 
another.  
    CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Peo-
ple-watching will be 
a source of enter-
tainment and educa-
tion for you. You’ve 
a talent for making 
accurate observa-
tions. You’ll be able 
to apply this to your 
own life, too.
    LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22). Sometimes you 
do wonder if you 
could be more con-
tent in a slightly dif-
ferent scenario than 
the one you’re living 
out now. You’ll get a 
peek into a world that 
makes you imagine 
different futures.   
    VIRGO (Aug. 
23-Sept. 22). Time 
constraints bring 
stress and frustra-
tion. Do what you 
can to eliminate or 
ease them wherever 
possible. It’s a good 
time to consciously 
decide to be socially 
flexible and generally 

easygoing.    
    LIBRA (Sept. 
23-Oct. 23). Winston 
Churchill suggested, 
“The empires of the 
future are the em-
pires of the mind.” 
You are leaning 
toward a less mate-
rialistic definition of 
success these days.  
    SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). You’ll 
attract people who 
are spiritual like you. 
They may not share 
your religion (or lack 
of one) and they may 
not share your belief 
system, but they star-
gaze, just like you, 
in awe of something 
bigger. 
    SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
The happy thoughts 
have energy. The 
unhappy thoughts, 
unfortunately, have 
more. Who notices 
them? That person is 
an empathetic soul 
who will make your 
life better. 
    CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
How you landed in 
your particular sup-
port circle is a story 
of the coming to-
gether of thousands 
of small decisions, 
circumstances and 
impulses. Today 
you’ll just be glad 

for the way things 
panned out.
    AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). Conver-
sation is inevitable. 
Be forewarned, this 
will only be as inter-
esting as the ques-
tions you ask. Your 
best partners in this 
are Gemini, Libra and 
other Aquarians. 
    PISCES (Feb. 
19-March 20). Being 
able to process diffi-
cult feelings is a skill 
that you were born 
with. That doesn’t 
mean you can’t im-
prove upon the gift. 
Don’t avoid or pro-
crastinate the thing 
you know you need 
to experience. 
    TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 23). The 
world is better be-
cause you were born. 
and this year you’ll 
spend your energy 
and time proving that 
point. What you’ll 
do with your psychic 
inheritance will be 
completely interest-
ing to others and 
logical to you. Feb-
ruary and August will 
be especially notable 
on the love-front. The 
main message: Don’t 
hold back! Libra and 
Leo adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 
49, 2, 25, 38 and 11. 

    HOLIDAY 
STRESS RELIEV-
ERS: So many feel 
spent and blue in 
December. What can 
you do to counteract 
holiday stress? 
      AQUARIUS: 
The holidays coin-
cide perfectly with 
cold and flu season. 
Luckily, there are 
some contagions 
that actually promote 
health. One in partic-
ular triggers changes 
in the body that raise 
energy, reverses the 
damage of stress, 
diminishes pain, and 
boosts the immune 
system. This conta-
gion is highly infec-
tious and, more good 
news, it’s free. Can 
you guess what it is? 
Yes, it’s laughter!  
      Most Aquarians 
have a sociable na-
ture, offbeat thought 
process and open 
mind -- the perfect 
combination for a 
sense of humor that 
is out of this world. 
The only trouble with 
that kind of humor is 
that it’s sometimes 
misinterpreted or 
missed completely by 
those who are situat-
ed in the dead center 
of the mainstream. 
That’s why stress 
relief for Aquarius 

has to do with get-
ting the right cast of 
characters together 
-- the ones who are 
ready to laugh at all 
the right things. The 
psychological close-
ness that comes with 
funny sharing will 
also bring a shift of 
perspective. What 
seemed overwhelm-
ing will suddenly 
become manageable. 
    CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Animal ad-
venturer Martin Kratt 
and his brother Chris 
Kratt introduce chil-
dren to remote won-
ders of the natural 
world with education-
al animal shows such 
as “Zoboomafoo” and 
“Wild Kratts.” Kratt 
was born when the 
sun and moon were 
in challenge-loving 
Capricorn and Mer-
cury was in worldly 
Sagittarius. Venus 
and Mars are in 
Aquarius, the sign 
of philanthropy and 
contribution.  
 

To write to Holiday 
Mathis, visit www.cre-

ators.com and click “Write 
the Author” on her page 

or visit her website at 
HolidayMathis.com.

COPYRIGHT 2015 CRE-
ATORS.COM

    Dear Annie: After 
my dad died, my 
mom went to live 
out of state with my 
brother and his wife. 
My brother took con-
trol of everything. He 
convinced her that 
she was incapable 
of making her own 
decisions and had 
her open joint bank 
accounts that he has 
full access to. 
    Recently, Mom 
confided that she has 
no idea why she can 
never get over a cer-
tain amount of sav-
ings in her account. 
She knows she 
should have more 
money put away, 
but fully trusts my 
brother and will not 
confront him about it. 
My brother has also 
pushed me out of my 
mom’s life. He will 
not let me visit her or 
allow her to come to 
my home. I am lucky 
if I get to speak with 
her once a day on 
the phone. 
    My children miss 
their grandmother 
and can’t understand 
why there is such 
a drastic change in 
her behavior. Fam-
ily is just not family 
anymore and the 
holidays seem sad. 
I don’t know what to 
do. My brother and 
his wife want nothing 
to do with their niece 
and nephew. Please 
help. -- Missing Mom 
    Dear Missing: 
While it’s possible 
that your mother sim-
ply doesn’t remember 
what money is being 
put into her account, 

it is more likely that 
your brother is tak-
ing advantage of her 
-- especially if he 
will not permit you to 
visit. This is very wor-
risome. If you believe 
your brother is being 
abusive toward Mom, 
either by stealing her 
money or preventing 
others from checking 
on her, please con-
tact Adult Protective 
Services in the city 
where she lives or 
get information on 
local state resources 
through the Nation-
al Center on Elder 
Abuse at www.ncea.
aoa.gov. 
    Dear Annie: I 
read the letter from 
“Lonely Not Lust-
ing,” the 80-year-old 
woman who went on 
a date with a man 
who seemed nice, 
but who grabbed 
her breast when 
saying goodnight. It 
reminded me of the 
comments that my 
doctors always make 
after my exams. 
    I am in my 80s 
and single. Both 
doctors always ask 
if I’m sexually active. 
Then they warn me 
to make sure that my 
partner has been to 
his doctor and been 
tested for STDs. This 
is the age of Viagra 
and a large percent-
age of their practice 
is devoted to men 
with STDs, especially 
those living in assist-
ed living and senior 
residences where the 
women greatly out-
number the men. The 
men I have been with 

lately think we wom-
en are all just waiting 
for them to ravish us. 
How stupid can they 
be? Please consider 
educating people on 
this subject. -- N. 
    Dear N.: Accord-
ing to the CDC, the 
incidence of syphilis 
among seniors is up 
by 52 percent, and 
the number of chla-
mydia cases has ris-
en 32 percent since 
2007, many of these 
cases in retirement 
communities. The in-
crease is attributed to 
living longer, health-
ier lives, along with 
the accessibility of 
erectile dysfunction 
drugs. Many seniors 
seem to believe that 
if pregnancy is not 
an issue, condom 
use is unimportant. 
But as we get older, 
our immune systems 
weaken, making 

seniors much more 
susceptible to being 
infected.
    We commend your 
doctors for discuss-
ing STDs with you. 
Medicare offers free 
STD screenings for 
seniors, and low-cost 
treatment for those 
who need it.
 

Annie’s Mailbox is written 
by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 

editors of the Ann Land-
ers column. Please email 

your questions to an-
niesmailbox@creators.
com, or write to: Annie’s 

Mailbox, c/o Creators 
Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 

Hermosa Beach, CA 
90254. You can also find 

Annie on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/AskAn-
nies. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox 
and read features by 

other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndi-
cate Web page at www.

creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2015 CRE-
ATORS.COM

People just like you
read the Big Spring
Herald Classifieds. 

Call us today at 
263-7331

and place your ad.
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	 DISC	 ¨
	 Discovery

		  :AM	
	 5	 :30

Wake Up Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

Newswest 9 1st Fruits (Off Air) 3 Sons Paid Married Charmed SportsCenter Mike & Mike Paid NCIS  (DVS) Paid Paid
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Rik Lucy Paid Married Paid Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 6	 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Feldick Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Yohanan Clifford Brady There Married Charmed SportsCenter Pelicans NCIS  (DVS) Parking Paid
Robison Upd Martha Petticoat There Married Sooner Parking Paid

		  :AM	
	 7	 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland CBS This 
Morning 

Today Light of the 
Southwest

Nature Hillbillies Intellig. Married Charmed SportsCenter Game NCIS  (DVS) Dog Bounty 
Hunter

J. Meyer
Wom Curious Hillbillies Cops Rel. Married UFC Paid

		  :AM	
	 8	 :30

Prince Tiger Perry Mason Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Supernatural SportsCenter UFC NCIS  (DVS) Dog Bounty 
Hunter

Alaskan 
BushSpace Tiger King Lombardi

		  :AM	
	 9	 :30

The 700 
Club 

Divorce Live With 
Kelly

De’siónes Today All About Sesame Matlock Steve Wilkos 
Show

King Supernatural SportsCenter First Take Bundesliga 
Soccer

NCIS  (DVS) Criminal 
Minds

Alaskan 
BushDivorce Los He-

rederos del 
Monte (SS)

HaYesod Rogers King

		  :AM	
	 10	:30

The View Como Dice 
el Dicho

Judge Mathis The Price Is 
Right

Today Shepherd’s 
Heart

Dinosaur Quincy, M.E. Crazy Cleveland Supernatural SportsCenter NCIS  (DVS) Criminal 
Minds

Alaskan 
BushDinosaur Crazy Cleveland

		  :AM	
	 11	:30

Paid Amores 
Verdaderos

The People’s 
Court

Young & 
Restless

¿Qué 
Culpa Tiene 
Fatmagül? 
(SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

House Super The Rock-
ford Files

Cheaters American Supernatural SportsCenter His & Hers Supergirl Pro NCIS  (DVS) Criminal 
Minds

Alaskan 
BushPaid Sala Thomas Cheaters American

		  :PM	
	 12	:30

The Chew Hoy (SS) The Real News Days of our 
Lives

Upd Peg Gunsmoke Paid American Bones SportsCenter First Take Lunch with 
Stars

NCIS  (DVS) Criminal 
Minds

Alaskan 
BushBold Called Cat in the Paid American

		  :PM	
	 1	 :30

General 
Hospital

Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Judge Mathis The Talk Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Israel Liv’g Bonanza Paid Fam. Guy Bones NFL Insiders High School 
Football

NCIS  (DVS) The First 48 Alaskan 
BushRocks Twice Paid Fam. Guy

		  :PM	
	 2	 :30

Rachael Ray La Vecina The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Lo Mejor The Doctors Light of the 
Southwest

Travel Rifleman Rules New Girl Bones NFL Live His & Hers NCIS  (DVS) The First 48 Alaskan 
BushChef Rifleman Rules New Girl

		  :PM	
	 3	 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Hot Steve 
Harvey 

María Ce-
leste

Dr. Phil Odd Emergency! Bill Cunning-
ham

Friends Castle  
(DVS)

Football Think Tank: 
ESPN

NCIS  (DVS) Duck D. Alaskan 
BushJustice Hot Odd Friends College 

Football: 
San Diego 
County 
Credit Union 
Poinsettia 
Bowl

Cotton Duck D.

		  :PM	
	 4	 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

How I Met FamFeud Caso News Davey Wild Kratt Emergency! King/Hill Friends Castle  
(DVS)

Around Basket NCIS  (DVS) Duck D. Alaskan 
BushJdg Judy Two Men CBS 7 Caso Inside Ed. Dr. Young DragonFly Cleveland Friends Pardon Double T Duck D.

		  :PM	
	 5	 :30

News Hotel Big Bang News Tele News With Schol-
ars

Scully CHiPs American Seinfeld Castle  
(DVS)

SportsCenter Big 12 NCIS  (DVS) Duck D. Alaskan 
BushABC Notic. Cleveland CBS Noticiero News Business American Seinfeld Cowboys Duck D.

		  :PM	
	 6	 :30

Jeopardy! Muchacha Mod Fam News Caso Cer-
rado

News Mani PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld Castle  
(DVS)

College 
Basketball: 
Missouri vs. 
Illinois.

Mavs Live NCIS  (DVS) Duck D. Alaskan 
BushWheel Big Bang ET News House M*A*S*H Fam. Guy Seinfeld NBA Basket-

ball: Dallas 
Mavericks 
at Brooklyn 
Nets.

Duck D.

		  :PM	
	 7	 :30

Middle Antes Muerta 
que

Empire  
(DVS)

I Love Lucy Celia (SS) Grinch Upd Nature  
(DVS)

Griffith Arrow Big Bang Movie:	Now 
You See Me	 
(DVS)

College 
Football: Go-
Daddy Bowl 
-- Georgia 
Southern 
vs. Bowling 
Green.

WWE Tribute 
to the Troops 

Duck Dy-
nasty 

Alaskan 
BushGold Murray Dollars Griffith Big Bang

		  :PM	
	 8	 :30

Mod Fam Pasión y 
Poder

Rosewood Hawaii 
Five-0 

Bajo el 
Mismo Cielo

Adele-NYC Light of the 
Southwest

NOVA  
(DVS)

Hap.Days Supernatural Big Bang College 
Basketball

Duck Dy-
nasty 

Alaskan 
Bushblackish Laverne Big Bang

		  :PM	
	 9	 :30

Fresh- Creo/los 
Hombres

TMZ Criminal 
Minds

Señora 
Acero (SS)

Michael 
Bublé’s

Time Scan-
ners 

Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang Mavs Live Chrisley What Would Men, 
Women, Wildblackish Broke Girl Heroes Seinfeld Big Bang Movie:	Now 

You See Me	 
(DVS)

Und. Chrisley

		  :PM	
	 10	:30

News Impacto Mod Fam News Tele News HaYesod Charlie Rose C. Burnett Cougar Conan SportCtr Bowl Pre Mod Fam What Would Alaskan 
BushJimmy Kim-

mel Live
Noticiero Two Men Late Show-

Colbert
Titulares Tonight 

Show
M:25 Perry Mason Cougar SportsCenter NFL Live Rangers Mod Fam

		  :PM	
	 11	:30

Contacto 
Deportivo

How I Met Bajo el 
Mismo Cielo

Chevalme World Raising Broke Girl Basketball Chrisley (:01) Duck 
Dynasty

Men, 
Women, WildNightline Cleveland James 

Corden
Seth Meyers McDonald T. Smiley McCloud Commun Conan Think Tank: 

ESPN
Colony

		  :AM	
	 12	:30

Extra Corona de 
lágrimas

Friends Señora 
Acero (SS)

Upd (Off Air) Commun CSI: NY SportsCenter NBA 
Basketball: 
Mavericks at 
Nets

Chrisley Duck Dy-
nasty 

Alaskan 
BushPaid Middle Insider News Zola Lev. King Cougar NBA Chrisley

		  :AM	
	 1	 :30

Paid Alma Law Order: 
CI

ET Pagado (:08) Today Light of the 
Southwest

Gallery King Cougar CSI: NY SportsCenter Football Law Order: 
CI

What Would Alaskan 
BushPaid Hotel Paid Pagado Gallery Paid Movie:	

Surviving 
Christmas, 
Christina 
Applegate	

College 
Football		  :AM	

	 2	 :30
(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Como Dice 
el Dicho

Movie:	12 
Wishes of 
Christmas

(:07) CBS 
Overnight 
News 

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Alfred Hitch-
cock Hr.

Paid CSI: NY College 
Football

World Poker 
Tour

Law Order: 
CI

What Would P. Popoff
Pelicula:	
De Mujer a 
Mujer	(SS)

Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 3	 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Daly Sala Thriller Paid CSI: NY Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Paid
Early Tdy Chevalme Paid College 

Football
Paid Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 4	 :30

Morning Impacto Paid Pagado Early Tdy With Schol-
ars

G. Pyle Paid Funny Home 
Videos

Grimm  
(DVS)

SportsCenter Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Paid Paid
AgDay Noticiero Paid Pagado Early Tdy D. Reed Paid Paid Paid Paid

WEDNESDAY	 DEC.	23

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
the 357th day of 2015. There are 
eight days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 23, 1823, the poem 
"Account of a Visit from St. 
Nicholas" was published anon-
ymously in the Troy (New 
York) Sentinel; the verse, more 
popularly known as "'Twas the 
Night Before Christmas," was 
later attributed to Clement C. 
Moore.

On this date:
In 1788, Maryland passed an 

act to cede an area "not exceed-
ing ten miles square" for the 
seat of the national govern-
ment; about 2/3 of the area 
became the District of 
Columbia.

In 1893, the Engelbert 
Humperdinck opera "Haensel 
und Gretel" was first performed, 
in Weimar, Germany.

In 1913, the Federal Reserve 
System was created as President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the 
Federal Reserve Act.

In 1928, the National 
Broadcasting Company set up a 
permanent, coast-to-coast net-
work.

In 1933, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt restored the civil 

rights of about 1,500 people 
who'd been jailed for opposing 
the (First) World War.

In 1941, during World War II, 
American forces on Wake 
Island surrendered to the 
Japanese.

In 1948, former Japanese pre-
mier Hideki Tojo and six other 
Japanese war leaders were exe-
cuted in Tokyo.

In 1954, the first successful 
human kidney transplant took 
place at the Peter Bent Brigham 
Hospital in Boston as a surgical 
team removed a kidney from 
23-year-old Ronald Herrick and 
implanted it in Herrick's twin 
brother, Richard.

In 1968, 82 crew members of 
the U.S. intelligence ship 
Pueblo were released by North 
Korea, 11 months after they 
had been captured.

In 1975, Richard S. Welch, 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
station chief in Athens, was 
shot and killed outside his 
home by the militant group 
November 17.

In 1986, the experimental air-
plane Voyager, piloted by Dick 
Rutan and Jeana Yeager, com-
pleted the first non-stop, non-
refueled round-the-world flight 
as it returned safely to Edwards 
Air Force Base in California.

In 1995, a fire in Dabwali, 
India, killed 446 people, more 
than half of them children, dur-
ing a year-end party being held 
near the children's school.

Ten years ago: Chad declared 
itself in a "state of belligerence" 
with Sudan, accusing its neigh-
bor of aggression. An 
Azerbaijan Airlines passenger 
plane carrying 23 people 
crashed into the Caspian Sea, 
killing all on board.

Five years ago: Mail bombs 
blamed on anarchists exploded 
at the Swiss and Chilean embas-
sies in Rome, seriously wound-
ing two people. Chicago Board 
of Election Commissioners 
ruled that former White House 
chief of staff Rahm Emanuel 
was a resident of the city and 
therefore eligible to run for 
mayor.

Thought for Today: 
"Oh, for the good old days 

when people would stop 
Christmas shopping when they 
ran out of money." 

Author unknown

This Date 
In History

® 2015 The Associated Press.
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1005 E. FM 700
 (432) 714-455527
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Merry Christmas!

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

239703

AREAS OF INTEREST: 
GENERAL INTERNAL

 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.
ASTHMA,

 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,
HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN

TESTOSTERONE 
 MANAGEMENT,
LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 304  
432-714-4500

                                      

We have moved to
Suite 304 to serve you better!

263633

Come See Our Full Line Of

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.                                                      432-267-6411

Jackets • Coveralls • Bibs

22
84

67

Santa business contest winners

BLUM’S JEWELERS

KLASSIC KLEANERS

HIGGINBOTHAMDIANA’S HAIR DESIGNSUN LOAN

ELROD’S FURNITURE WALMART BIG SPRING HERALD

AND THE WINNERS ARE...
1ST PLACE:

Valatine Torres
2ND PLACE:

Elizabeth Larez

3RD PLACE:
Stephanie Ramirez

Please pick up your prizes at the Herald Office Monday, December 28      Congratulations!

27
60

85

710 Scurry                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    (432) 263-7331

1 2 3 4

5

6 7 8

HEY KIDS
We know where

Santa is!
Visit our website 

to find the

www.bigspringherald.com

“Official 
Santa Tracker!

432-714-45442112 Scurry St.

STARS
Continued from Page 8

 didn’t have a shot in 
the final 12 minutes of a 
scoreless first period de-
spite two power plays.

NOTES: Masters and 
U.S. Open champion 
Jordan Spieth, who 
lives in Dallas, dropped 
the ceremonial first 
puck. ... Spezza has a 
nine-game point streak 
against Chicago going 

back to his time in Otta-
wa. ... Blackhawks defen-
seman Rob Scuderi left 
the game after getting 
hit in the face by a de-
flected puck with 8 min-
utes remaining. ... The 
Stars are 5-2-0 against 
Central Division teams 

after having the worst 
record within the divi-
sion last year at 8-14-7. 
The next two games 
are a home-and-home 
against another divi-
sion rival, St. Louis.

MAVS
Continued from Page 9

nox Lewis, 50, a dual 
British and Canadian 
citizen, got a nice ova-
tion from the crowd 
when he was intro-
duced and given a Rap-
tors jersey sporting his 
name and the No. 1.

UP NEXT
Mavericks: Visit 

the Brooklyn Nets on 
Wednesday night.

Raptors: Visit the 
Milwaukee Bucks on 
Saturday night.

Gasol scores 19 as Grizzlies beat 76ers 104-90
PHILADELPHIA (AP) 

— A small lineup has 
helped the Memphis 
Grizzlies come up big 
on defense.

Marc Gasol scored 19 
points, Mike Conley had 
18 points and six assists, 
and the Grizzlies held 
another opponent under 
100 points, beating the 
Philadelphia 76ers 104-
90 on Tuesday night.

The Grizzlies had five 
players score in double 
figures. Courtney Lee 
had 15 points, reserve 
Zach Randolph added 
14 points and eight 
rebounds, and Matt 
Barnes finished with 12 
points and 10 boards.

Memphis forced 28 
Philadelphia turnovers, 
scoring 36 points off the 
miscues. The Grizzlies, 
who switched to a small 
lineup six games ago, 
have held five straight 
opponents under 100 
points after accomplish-

ing it just 11 times in the 
previous 25 games.

“I thought the level of 
defensive pressure that 
we had, our activity 
was phenomenal, on the 
ball, weak side,” Conley 
said. “Guys were com-
municating, trusting 
each other.”

Jahlil Okafor scored 
18 points and Hollis 
Thompson contributed 
16 for Philadelphia, 
which dropped to 1-29 
while losing its 11th 
straight game. Now 
the 76ers head out for a 
six-game trip, and they 
have lost 22 in a row on 
the road.

There wasn’t much 
booing among the 
home crowd, which is 
resigned to Philadel-
phia’s losing ways these 
days, but one fan seated 
behind the Grizzlies 
bench wore a paper bag 
over his head with a sad 
face.

The 76ers harped on 
their offensive mis-
cues in a somber locker 
room.

“It’s hard to win when 
you turn the ball over 
that much,” Okafor 
said.

Philadelphia didn’t 
help itself by shooting 
65.6 percent (21 for 32) 
from the free-throw 
line.

Memphis blew the 
game open by scoring 
eight straight points to 
begin the fourth quarter. 
Vince Carter drained 
a pair of 3-pointers and 
Randolph had a follow 
layup to put the Griz-
zlies in front 85-66 with 
10:54 left.

The Grizzlies’ advan-
tage grew to as many 
as 20 points, and Phila-
delphia never got closer 
than 12 the rest of the 
way.

“I thought when we 
didn’t settle, we were 

effective,” Memphis 
coach David Joerger 
said. “When we didn’t 
turn it over, we were ef-
fective.”

Philadelphia trailed 
53-47 at the break. But 
Memphis slowly in-
creased its lead to dou-
ble digits, eventually 
taking its largest ad-
vantage to that point on 
Barnes’ layup that made 
it 71-56 with 5:16 left in 
the third quarter.

It was plenty cushion 
for Memphis’ defense.

“Defensively we’ve 
been obviously more 
confident and we have 
more trust,” Gasol said. 
“I thought everybody 
had pressure (on) their 
man, and when they 
were driving we were 
helping. The weak side 
was in, and once we 
got the ball swung, ev-
erybody closed out and 
trusted the guy behind 
you.”

STOP AND SHOP
Philadelphia coach 

Brett Brown said there 
wasn’t much else to say 
about the game, other 
than his team’s turn-
overs.

“We can write 28 turn-
overs for 36 points — it 

can be a headline (or) it 
can be a single sentence 
— and we can all go and 
finish our Christmas 
shopping,” he said.

BIG PLAY
Okafor’s driving, spin-

ning layup with 2:42 
left in the third cut the 
Grizzlies’ lead to 73-64. 
But Memphis ended the 
quarter up 77-66 when 
Conley stripped T.J. 
McConnell and passed 
ahead to Lee for an un-
contested layup just be-
fore the buzzer.

“It’s huge because 
little plays like that are 
what can make or break 
a game, can change the 
momentum of games, 
can give guys confi-
dence,” Conley said. “It 
was a big moment for us 
because Philly doesn’t 
quit.”

TIP-INS

Grizzlies: Tony Allen 
returned after sitting 
out the previous five 
games due to a knee 
injury. Allen had one 
point in 16 minutes. ... 
Memphis has won six 
straight in Philadelphia 
dating to Feb. 11, 2009.

76ers: Kendall Mar-
shall (knee) didn’t dress 
but is expected to play 
Wednesday at the Bucks 
with a restriction of 25 
minutes. ... Joel Embi-
id, Philadelphia’s 2014 
first-round pick who is 
recovering from his sec-
ond foot surgery over 
the summer, worked 
on shooting before the 
game.

UP NEXT
Grizzlies: At Wash-

ington on Wednesday 
night.

76ers: At Milwaukee 
on Wednesday night.
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WUSTHOF Knives are the cherished tools of the world’s 
most distinguished chefs and home cooking enthusiasts!

Gourmet 10 Pc.Block Set

Stainless Ten Piece
Steak Knife And

Carving Set

Grand Prix II Paring Knife 6 Piece Stainless Set

Was $412 NOW $199

Was $180 NOW $98

Was $60 NOW $39 Was $75 NOW $39

Company Offered Christmas Promotions

Elrod’s Furniture
276077

2309 Scurry St.  432-267-8491

Unique Gifts

& 

Stocking Stuffers!

1304 Scurry
 (432) 264-6000

Come See Us
For All Your Christmas

Shopping Needs!

27
44
44

Own A Piece Of History Today!

• Authentic Ancient Biblical Coins
• Mentioned in book of Mark Chapter 12
• Hand-made 14K Gold Frames
• Certificate of Authenticity

1003 E. FM 700          432-267-1480

 Mon.-Fri.  9:30 am-5:30 pm
www.thekaratpatch.com

Gaze
Crystal Kitchen

• Unique Gift Items
• China • Flatware

• Crystal • Housewares
& Much More

 275997

Browse Our Selection Today!
Inside Harris Lumber & Hardware

1515 E. FM 700       (432) 267-8206

Family New Year’s Eve Party
5pm to 7 pm - No Alcohol

Only $110.00 per lane
Up to 6 people per lane

Book by 12/27/15 and receive $10 off
and $10 in game tokens!

(Only $100.00 and get $10 in game tokens.)
$50.00 deposit required to hold lane.

Includes:
2 hours of bowling - 5:00 pm to 7pm, party favors,
shoe rental, soda and 1 large (16”) pizza per lane.

Lanes go fast so reserve your
Lane Today!

3318 E. I-20 Service Rd.
(432) 267-7484

276074

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Your One Stop Shop

for

Christmas Gifts!

1900 E. FM 700
432-263-7441 264841

Buckeasy’s
Beer-To-Go

1700 S. Gregg St.
(432) 267-BUCK
                (2825)

Gift Cards are easy and convenient 
for even the most difficult person!

Get Yours Today!

Need A Last
Minute Gift?

26
48

71

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Come help us ring in 2016!!

Only $140.00 per lane
Up to 8 people per lane

Book by 12/27/15 and receive $10 off
and $10 in game tokens!

(Only $130.00 and get $10 in game tokens.)
$50.00 deposit required to hold lane.

Includes:
3 hours of bowling - 9:00 pm til Mid Nite, party favors,
shoe rental, champagne or sparkling cider, soda for kids 

and1 large (16”) pizza per lane.

Lanes go fast so reserve your
Lane Today!

3318 E I-20 Service Rd.
(432) 267-7484

276073

Loco 
Flamingos

Home Decor
Art

Jewelry
Candles
Crosses

Awesome 
Unique Gifts

for 
everyone

1912 Scurry 275963

Come Shop With Us For 
Your Last Minute Shopping

Inside The
Spring Town Plaza

Hours:
Monday-Saturday 10:00 am-7:00 pm

Sunday 1-5pm

We have the Perfect Gift
for everyone!

27
59

62

Come In For Your
Last Minute Makeover

We can do cuts, styles,
nails, highlights, extensions and 

so much more.

Call 432-714-4544
 to schedule your appointment 

Hippy Chic Salon
2112 Scurry275964

Last Minute Shopping
For Your Infant, Toddler 

and other Children.

305 S. Main St.        466-3395

274046

New Location

Last Minute
Gift Guide


