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H-H-Happy New Year’s Eve

HERALD photos/Lyndel Moody and Steve Reagan

A winter storm system passed through this area Tuesday night, covering everything in a blanket of ice and making 
roads nearly impassable

Ice storm leaves frigid temps, hazardous roads in its wake

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Several accidents were blamed on icy roads, including this 
one on Interstate 20 near the Snyder Highway overpass.

BY LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

Baby, it’s cold outside — and don’t expect it 
to get any better for New Year’s Day.

According to the National Weather Service 
in Midland, the Crossroads area should see 
decreasing precipitation throughout the day 
with light, freezing raining and snow flur-
ries. The temperature mostly likely will not 
rise above, or even reach, 25 degrees, so the 
chance of ice melting seems to be minimal. 

Tonight, residents should brace for more 
icy precipitation. According the the weather 
service, an uptick in freezing precipitation 
means a strong possibility of more ice on the 
road.

City officials are asking residents to stay 
home unless absolutely necessary.

City Manager Todd Darden said today city 
offices will stay closed because of the weath-

er. Trash collection, emergency crews and 
street crews will continue to work, he added, 
but all non-essential personnel are asked 
to stay home. City offices will stay closed 
through New Year’s Day.

“We want anyone who does not need to be 
on the roads, to please stay at home,” Darden 
said.

Big Spring emergency personnel were busy 
working several accidents along I-20 and 
Highway 87 yesterday. According to officials, 
30 wrecks occurred in the city since Tuesday. 
Calls continued to come in today. 

Also, the Festival of Lights will not be open 
for its last day because of weather, according 
to Pat Simmons of the FoL committee. Coun-
ty offices were open today but not all em-
ployees were able to make it to work by the 

See ICE, Page 3

What to do with your Christmas tree
BY LYNDEL MOODY 
Staff Writer

Now that the last light is 
taken off and the last child-
hood ornament packed away, 
the question occurs of what 
to do with the mighty, barren 
green left in the middle of the 
living room.

On Tuesday, the city of Big 
Spring began accepting liv-
ing Christmas trees at the 
landfill free of charge and will 

continue for one week only, 
through Tuesday, Jan. 6. No 
other trash will be accepted 
with the tree, a press release 
from the city states.

How about doing something 
else instead of discarding the 
tree? 

Organicgardening.com has 
some alternative suggestions 
that will allow the tree to be-
come more than the one-time 
traditional Christmas decora-
tion.

• Make mulch. The web-
site recommends to cut off 
the boughs and place them 
among marginally hardy 
plants or plants susceptible to 
windburn. This also gives a 
layer of protection for plants 
in case of frost or a drop in 
the temperature. 

• Give it to the birds. Move 
the tree outside. Keep it in 
the stand or find some other 
way to keep the tree securely 
upright. Now it can provide 

food and shelter for the wild 
birds. To help attract birds to 
the tree, place it near a bird 
feeder or birdbath or hang 
bird treats from the tree. 

• Give it to the fish. If you 
are lucky enough to have any 
body of water on your land, 
sink the tree into a pond. It 
can provide a habitat for fish 
and aquatic insects. If this 
idea appeals to you but you

See TREE, Page 3

Audit criticizes Texas agency’s $105M contract 
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — State au-
ditors this week criticized a 
Texas agency’s contract with 
AT&T that was initially listed 
as costing $1 million and then 
swelled to $105 million over 
the course of seven years.

A report released Tuesday 
by the State Auditor’s Office 
also found the Health and Hu-
man Services Commission 

contract involved agency 
employees who previously 
worked for AT&T, represent-
ing a conflict of interest.

The initial four-year con-
tract with AT&T for tele-
phone services was signed in 
2008 and cost nearly $48 mil-
lion. Three years later it was 
amended to nearly $81 mil-
lion, but then later increased 
to $105 million.

“The commission did not 
adequately monitor and en-

force the terms of the con-
tract or adequately review 
payments,” auditors wrote in 
the 59-page report. “In addi-
tion, the commission did not 
adequately estimate the con-
tract’s cost during planning 
or ensure that employees ad-
equately completed conflict 
of interest forms.”

Because contract manag-
ers did not adequately track 
transactions, the state does 
not know how much it has 

paid AT&T, although audi-
tors estimated payments of at 
least $72.5 million from Au-
gust 2008 to June, the audit 
said.

Additionally, contract man-
agers failed to verify perfor-
mance claims, including how 
quickly AT&T responded to 
issues and completed repairs, 
the auditors said. The com-
pany claimed to have met

Please see AUDIT, Page 3



Carroll C. Turlington
Carroll C. Turlington, 88, of Big 

Spring, died Sunday, Dec. 28, 2014, 
at the Veterans Administrative 
Medical Center. Funeral service 
will be at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
1, 2015, at Myers & Smith Chapel 
with Elwin Collom, pastor of Hill-
crest Baptist Church, officiating. 
Burial with military honors will 
follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

He was born Nov. 26, 1926, in 
Barstow, Texas to Lorine (Champ) 

and Dee Turlington. He married Inez Kimball in 
1959 in Monahans, Texas and she preceded him in 
death on July 20, 2006. He was a veteran of World 
War II  serving with military police in the Asiatic-
Pacific Theater. He received the Army Occupation 
Medal. His awards also included Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Medal and World War II Victory Medal. 

He had been a resident of Big Spring for more than 
40 years. He was a pumper for Chevron for 35 years. 

He enjoyed walking and fishing. He was a member 
of Hillcrest Baptist Church.

He is survived by two granddaughters, Lynda 
Walker of Big Spring and Mala Spence and hus-
band Keith of Vail, Ariz.; four grandsons, Terry 
Duncan and wife Angel of Snyder, Barry Kimball 
and wife Jerri of Colorado City, Bobby Kimball and 
wife Linda of Jal, N.M. and Bruce Kimball and wife 
Vicki of San Angelo; a daughter-in-law: Betty Kim-
ball of Colorado City; and a number of great-grand-
children and great-great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents and wife, he was pre-
ceded in death by one sister Mamie; a step-daugh-
ter, Vinita Duncan; and a step-son, Elvin Kimball.

He is now walking with the angels on his daily 
walks.

Pallbearers will be Brady Walker, Steve Cimino, 
Wayne Bristow, Dean Cook, Ken Thomas and Rick 
Watkins.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Vestal Marshall
Vestal Marshall went to be with 

the Lord on Dec. 29, 2014, at the 
age of 96.

She was born Vestal Aileen 
Smith July 1, 1918, in Westbrook, 
Texas to Walter Ernest and Lula 
Mae Smith, followed by younger 
siblings Walter Ernest Smith, Ju-
nior and Betty Lou Smith.

After high school graduation, 
she attended Tarleton State Uni-
versity for one year. She married 

Frank Edwin Hall in San Angelo Aug. 23, 1937. 
While living in Westbrook, two sons, Jerry and 
Larry Don were born. They moved to Ackerly in 
1946 to settle into farming.

After Edwin’s death in the fall of 1955, she and 
cousin, Evelyn Horton, opened a beauty shop in 
Ackerly where she was working until she was in-
troduced to E. R. “Shorty” Marshall.  They found 
a love and kinship that lasted more than 30 years. 
Married May 24, 1962, they blended two families to-
gether beautifully!

After Shorty’s death, Vestal continued to live in 
Lamesa until health issues took her to an assisted 
living facility in Big Spring. In October of 2014, she 
moved to an assisted living facility in Waxahachie 
to be closer to family.

She is survived by children, Jerry Hall of Kerr-
ville, T. Larry Marshall and wife, Bobbie of Garland, 
Larry Don Hall and wife, Jeannie of Waxahachie 

and Jan Wishard and husband, Mark of Suwanne, 
Ga.; grandchildren, David Hall of Houston, D’Ann 
Hall of Richardson, Amy Parker and husband, 
Steve, of Knott; Scott Marshall and wife, Joanna, of 
Rockwall, Cheri Combe and husband, Mike, of Su-
wanne, Ga., Bryan Hall and wife, Denise, of Perry, 
Okla., Shelli Wishard of Alpharetta, Ga., Gary Hall 
of Lubbock, and Rebecca Edwards and husband, 
Joel of Waco; great-grandchildren, Jacob, Jackson, 
Caroline, and Hadley Hall, Kati Fang, Zachary and 
Allison Porter, Mason and Landon Parker, Bailey 
and Abby Marshall, William, Marshall and Wade 
Combe, Alyssa and Caden Hall, Hannah and Hud-
son Hall, and Ella, Jack and Lucy Edwards.

Memorials can be made to Foster’s Home for Chil-
dren in Stephenville, Texas or the charity of your 
choice.

We rejoice for the wonderful life she led and the 
example she set for all who knew her.

The family would like to thank Heart to Heart 
Hospice Care for lovingly serving our Mamaw in 
her last days.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 2, 2014, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel.  Interment will follow at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

The family will receive friends from 9 a.m. to 10 
a.m. prior to the services.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences may be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary
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Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Thu
1/1

36/30
Light freez-
ing rain in
the morn-
ing...continu
ed cloudy in
the after-
noon.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:52 PM

Fri
1/2

38/31
A wintry mix
to start, then
changing to
rain.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Sat
1/3

53/27
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Sun
1/4

43/29
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
low 40s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:54 PM

Mon
1/5

54/33
Sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:55 PM

Brownsville
53/51

Houston
48/45

Austin
38/34

Dallas
34/33

El Paso
50/31

Amarillo
29/18

San Antonio
40/37

Big Spring
36/30

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 32 29 frz rain Kingsville 45 42 rain
Amarillo 29 18 pt sunny Livingston 39 37 rain
Austin 38 34 rain Longview 33 32 frz rain
Beaumont 48 43 rain Lubbock 30 25 cloudy
Brownsville 53 51 rain Lufkin 39 36 rain
Brownwood 34 30 frz rain Midland 38 32 frz rain
Corpus Christi 52 48 rain Raymondville 51 48 rain
Corsicana 34 33 rain Rosenberg 48 45 rain
Dallas 34 33 frz rain San Antonio 40 37 rain
Del Rio 41 39 rain San Marcos 38 35 rain
El Paso 50 31 pt sunny Sulphur Springs 33 32 frz rain
Fort Stockton 43 35 cloudy Sweetwater 32 28 frz rain
Gainesville 31 32 frz rain Tyler 34 33 frz rain
Greenville 32 32 frz rain Weatherford 32 32 frz rain
Houston 48 45 rain Wichita Falls 29 26 frz rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 54 39 pt sunny Minneapolis 25 8 cloudy
Boston 33 28 mst sunny New York 37 32 sunny
Chicago 31 22 mst sunny Phoenix 47 33 pt sunny
Dallas 34 33 frz rain San Francisco 58 41 sunny
Denver 29 9 pt sunny Seattle 41 31 sunny
Houston 48 45 rain St. Louis 39 32 pt sunny
Los Angeles 57 39 windy Washington, DC 43 34 mst sunny
Miami 80 70 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Dec 28

Full
Jan 5

Last
Jan 13

New
Jan 20

UV Index
Thu
1/1
1

Low

Fri
1/2
1

Low

Sat
1/3
3

Moderate

Sun
1/4
3

Moderate

Mon
1/5
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Harry Middleton
Harry Middleton, 86, of Big Spring, died Wednes-

day, Dec. 31, 2014, in a Lubbock hospital. His servic-
es are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory.

Nancy Gonzalez
Nancy Gonzalez, 82, of Big Spring, died Wednes-

day, Dec. 31, 2014, in a local nursing home. Her ser-
vices are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Fu-
neral Home & Crematory.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity:

• MARY JEAN BERRY, 44, of 903 Abrams St. was 
arrested on warrants from another agency.

• MARK MATTHEW LINDEM, 37, of 1409 Virginia 
was arrested on warrants from another agency.

• BRAD WAYNE DUGAN JR., 31, of 4614 Aspen 
St. was arrested on a charge of burglary of a habita-
tion.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1500 
block of west Martin Luther King Boulevard.

• CREDIT/DEBIT CARD ABUSE was reported in 
the 1600 block of Martin Luther King Boulevard. 

• MAJOR ACCIDENT was reported eastbound on 
Interstate 20.

• MINOR ACCIDENT was reported in the 2500 
block of S. Gregg, southbound on Highway 87 before 
Comanche Trail Park and the 2500 block of Langely 
Drive.

• THEFT was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87, the 2100 block of Scurry St. and the 
1600 block of S. Lancaster St.
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Milton “Sonny” 
Anderson, 73,  died 
Saturday. Memorial ser-
vice was held at 10 a.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.

Carroll C. Turlington, 88, 
died Sunday. Funeral ser-
vice will be at 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Burial with Military 
Honors will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

2015 Norman Rockwell 
Calendars are in!

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $9.00 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-2014
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TREE
Continued from Page 1

don’t have a pond handy 
on your premise, re-
member to get permis-
sion of the landowner 
before placing a tree in 
a body of water. 

• Compost or chip it. 
The city of Big Spring 
has a compost facility 
on the landfill site. See if 
they will grind the tree 
into wood chips. You 
can use it to provide 
mulch for the garden. 

• Turn it into a trellis. 

Set the tree aside in the 
courtyard or yard for 
now. In the spring, set it 
up as a trellis for peas or 
beans. 

• Plan to plant for next 
Christmas. Purchase 

a tree that still has 
its roots. Then when 
Christmas is over, find 
a place to plant the tree. 

Contact Lyndel Moody 
at 263-7331, ext. 234.

AUDIT
Continued from Page 1

its targets in each of the 
12 months auditors ex-
amined, but the search 
found it didn’t meet 
any.

HHS Executive Com-
missioner Kyle Janek 
said the $1 million fig-
ure was included in 
early paperwork as an 
estimate on the cost of 
the contract bidding 
process.

“We have new policies 
and procedures in place 

that take a very strict 
stance on disclosure of 
potential conflicts of 
interest and increase 
oversight and transpar-
ency,” Janek said, not-
ing the commission — 
which has a $33 billion 
annual budget — is “a 
big agency with a lot of 
high-dollar contracts.”

The auditor’s office 
launched its review 
in February after the 
commission reported 
potentially improper 
relationships between 
the company and two 
state employees, agency 

spokeswoman Linda 
Edwards Gockel said. 
An AT&T spokeswom-
an said the company 
will cooperate with the 
ongoing review.

The telecommunica-
tions giant was con-
tracted to provide ser-
vices not only for HHS 
but also the agencies it 
oversees, such as the De-
partment of State Health 
Services and the Depart-
ment of Aging and Dis-
ability Services.

In response to the find-
ings, the commission 
said it will re-bid the 

contract and install new 
contract-monitoring 
protections.

The audit follows a 
recent controversy in-
volving another state 
contract. Two high-
level state employees 
quit under pressure in 
December after news-
papers reported state of-
ficials skirted procure-
ment laws to steer a $20 
million Medicaid anti-
fraud contract to Austin 
cybersecurity company 

21CT.
The commission’s for-

mer chief counsel, Jack 
Stick, who was instru-
mental in orchestrat-
ing the 21CT contract, 
resigned Dec. 12. That 
same day, the state can-
celed a pending $90 mil-
lion contract extension 
with 21CT. One week 
later the commission’s 
inspector general, Doug 
Wilson, whose office 
signed the deal, re-
signed.

ICE
Continued from Page 1

morning. Offices will be 
closed New Year’s Day.

The weather left 
around 600 customers 
of Sharlyand Utilities 
throughout Fisher, 
Glasscock, Howard, 
Martin, Midland and 
Nolan counties without 

power. The company’s 
web site stated that by 
10 a.m. today, 143 homes 
in Howard County were 
without power. The 
company said crews are 
working to restore pow-

er but did not have an 
estimate of when that 
will occur. 

Updates are available 
through the company’s 
website’s outage map 
found at www.shary-

land.com/outage.
Around the area, in 

Stanton, a six-car pile 
up occurring Tuesday 
caused traffic on Inter-
state-20 to slow down 
to one lane on both the 

westbound and east-
bound lanes. 

A Midland news media 
station is reporting that 
109 accidents occurred 
Tuesday and Odessa of-
ficials responded to 35 
crashes within the city 
limits.

Take note
• Calling it “a child safety measure,” Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center will no longer publicize 
the first baby of the New Year. “Like many hospi-
tals around the country, we’ve based this decision 
on guidance provided by the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, which has cau-
tioned against these kinds of announcements 
because of the potential risk of abduction or iden-
tity theft.” said a SMMC spokesperson. “The birth 
of a baby is a joyous event and we know there is 
always interest in the first baby of the new year, 
but our first obligation is to the safety and privacy 
of our patients, which is why we have made this 
decision.”

• Crossroads Hospice needs volunteers for patient 
care. Contact Eva at 263-5300.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center will be hosting 
two public forums on re-enrollment to the Health 
Insurance Marketplace. Representatives will be on 
hand to answer any questions you might have and 
to set up appointments for enrollment. The first 
event will take place at the YMCA at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 
14 and the second event will be at the Salvation 
Army Boys and Girls Club on Jan. 20 at 6 p.m. Both 
events are free to attend and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be provided. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, call Amanda Duforat at 268-4699.

• Reservations are being taken for shirts and 
transportation for Howard County Day in Austin. 
The one-day event is meant to highlight the eco-
nomic importance of Howard County to Texas law 
makers. Howard County Day in Austin is set for 
Feb. 10, 2015. Reservations are now being taken for 
a seat on a bus leaving from the Dorothy Garret 
Coliseum to attend the event. The charge is $40 per 
person and the deadline to register for a seat is Feb. 
2. Shirt order deadline for a Howard County shirt 
is Jan. 7. The cost is $29. For more information, 
contact Teresa Darden at the Big Spring Economic 
Development at 264-6032.

• A hungry child cannot learn. Food2Kids - Big 
Spring was created to provide nutrition for hun-
dreds of children who do not get a substantial meal 
on the weekends. F2K began last November and 
this volunteer program now serves more than 300 
children weekly. Once the need has been identi-
fied, F2K fills a sack of food to send home each 
Friday during the school year. You can help. 
Volunteers are needed and donations can be sent to 
Food2Kids - Big Spring, P.O. Box 1641, Big Spring 
79721. Find us on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/
Food2Kids

• Order of the Eastern Star Big Spring Chapter 67 
meets the third Thursday of each month at 219 
Main St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Lodge meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, contact Jimmy Ruth at 270-7263.

• The Cross Roads Young Marines are taking 
applications for another boot camp. For more 
information, call 432-517-4791. Young Marines wel-
comes boys and girls ages 8 to 18 who are still 
attending school.

• Crossroads Hospice is looking for volunteers. 
Come and be part of our team. Contact Eva at 432-
263-5300.

• The Big Spring Senior Center dance is open to 
all ages. No alcohol or smoking. Our parking lot is 
now well lit, and we are handicapped-accessible. 
Cost is $8 per person.

• Victim Services is a non-profit independent 
community-based program serving victims of all 
violent crime, including, but not limited to, assault, 
sexual assault and domestic violence. Victim 
Services advocates are available 24 hours of day, 
365 days a year to provide crisis intervention or 
accompaniment to the hospital and law enforce-
ment agencies as needed. If you can commit to 
30-hour training, an interview process and a back-
ground check, we need you. For more information, 
call Linda Calvio at 432-263-3312.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have 
been abused or neglected. For more information on 
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 432-263-
9669.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. 

We need your help. If you’re interested in volun-
teering, contact Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or 
visit www.BecomeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.
org.

• Mobile meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you donate one hour per week to help 
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at 
263-4016.

Support groups
FRIDAY
• 7 p.m. — The Stepping Stone Group of Narcot-

ics Anonymous meets at Spring Town Plaza (inside 
the mall, across from the movie box office, next to 
Sears).

• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
Open podium/speakers meeting  8 p.m. until 9 

p.m. Open birthday night, no smoking meeting the 
last Saturday of each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish 
supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11 

a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m. un-
til 8 p.m.

MONDAY
•  VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7-8 

p.m., Veterans Healing Center.

• Reformers Unanimous International is a faith-
based addictions program helping people find free-
dom from addiction. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Mon-
days at Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. Enter 
at the main entrance of the church.

• Stepping Stone Group of Narcotics Anonymous 
meets at Spring Town Plaza (inside the mall, across 
from the movie box office, next to Sears). 

Open meeting at 7 p.m.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. 

This is a group for all Parkinson’s disease pa-
tients, spouses and caregivers. 

For more information about the support group or 
about Parkinson’s Disease, contact Jo Bidwell at 
the Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-0942.

•  VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7:30-
8:30 p.m., Veterans Healing Center.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.
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Opinion
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our read-

ers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your 

needs, we offer several ways in which you 
may contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 

79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as 

well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

• We reserve the right to edit for style and 
clarity.

• We reserve the right to limit publication to 
one letter per 30-day period per author.

• Letters that are unsigned or do not include 
a telephone number or address will not be 
considered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big 
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721.

Daily Prayer

May we remain diligent about reading Your 
word, Lord, for our life. 

					     Amen

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Addresses
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Ted Cruz
U.S. Senator
B40B Dirksen Senate 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: 432-264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: 512-463-2000

• DREW DARBY
State Representative
Texas 72nd District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768
Phone: 512-463-0331

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: 432-268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• Larry McLellan, 
Mayor  — Office: 267-
2711.
	 • Marvin Boyd — 
263-8800
  • Carmen Harbour 
— Work: 264-2401.	
	 • raul marquez jr 
—  Cell: 816-1015.
	 • justin myers — 
Home: 263-3771.
	 • Bobby McDonald 
— Home: 263-4835. 
Work: 263-1234.
	 • Raul Benavides — 
Work: 267-2501.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

 	 • Mark Barr, County  
Judge — Home and 
Office: 264-2202.
	 • Oscar Garcia — 
Home: 264-0026.
	 • Donnie Baker — 
Home: 267-5325.
	 • Jimmie Long — 
Home: 466-0793.
	 • John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

Debra

Saunders

Eddy

Prince

How long did it last? A 
month? A week? You 
know what I’m talking 
about, those honorable 

and positive commitments to 
change called “resolutions” you 
enthusiastically made about this 
time a little over fifty-one weeks 
ago. 

Statistics tell us that only 
about 45 percent 
of Americans 
actually go to the 
trouble of making 
New Year’s resolu-
tions and the same 
database says 
only 8 percent are 
successful in ac-
complishing them. 
Only 46 percent of 
those who do make 
them are still 
committed after 
six months. As you know, ap-
proximately 97.3 percent of the 
time I am skeptical of statistical 
data, but I use these in good faith 
regardless.

The “Top Ten” of those infa-
mous resolutions for 2014 were 
(in order): lose weight, get orga-
nized, spend less and save more, 
enjoy life to the fullest, stay fit 
and healthy, learn something 
exciting, quit smoking, help oth-
ers achieve their dreams, fall in 
love, and spend more time with 
family.

Generally speaking, that’s an 
honorable list and I certainly 
hope some of you succeeded in 
the fulfillment of your plans 
to make substantial improve-
ment. However, this year I am 
making a proposal to everyone 
who reads this particular year-
ending chapter of “I column as 
I see ‘em” that I believe can be 
life-changing. Even though the 
resolution I am proposing is 
simple, it represents the foun-
dational change I would like to 
see happening in the human 
race in general. Why? Because I 
believe it to be the rudder on the 
ship of life which can, and will, 
largely determine the set of our 
sails as we head into the never-
navigated waters of yet another 
new year.

I’m proposing something for 
your consideration that has the 
potential to alter the path your 
life is on at this very moment. It 
has the power to transform your 
life from mere existence into an 
exciting experience. It’s called 
attitude adjustment. Winston 

Churchill said, “Attitude is a 
little thing that makes a big 
difference.” Thomas Jefferson 
said, “Nothing can stop the man 
with the right mental attitude 
from achieving his goal; nothing 
on earth can help the man with 
the wrong mental attitude.” I’ve 
been in the “people business” a 
long time and I can tell you they 
were both right on target. 

Your attitude will definitely 
affect your altitude. I like what 
Coach Lou Holtz said, “Ability 
is what you’re capable of doing. 
Motivation determines what 
you do. Attitude determines how 
well you do it.” I believe that to 
be true in every aspect of our 
human existence. Much of your 
success or failure to achieve 
goals, be successful in your 
vocation, realize your dreams, 
or even be happy will be directly 
affected by your attitudes.

The noted English architect Sir 
Christopher Wren was supervis-
ing the construction of a mag-
nificent cathedral in London. A 
journalist thought it would be 
interesting to interview some of 
the workers, so he chose three, 
and asked them all the same 
question, “What are you doing?” 
The first replied, “I’m cutting 
stone for 10 shillings a day.” 
The next answered, “I’m putting 
in ten hours a day on this job.” 
The third said, “I’m helping Sir 
Christopher Wren construct one 
of London’s greatest cathedrals.”  
Which of the three do you think 
was enjoying life the most?

One of the most important 
steps you can take toward 
achieving your greatest poten-
tial in life is to learn to monitor 
your attitude and its impact on 
your work performance, rela-
tionships and everyone around 
you. We all have a choice. We 
can choose an inner dialogue of 
self-encouragement and self-
motivation, or we can choose 
one of self-defeat and self-pity. 
It’s a power we all have. Each of 
us encounters hard times, hurt 
feelings, heartache, and physical 
and emotional pain. The key is 
to realize it’s not what happens 
to you that matters; it’s how you 
choose to respond. 

Your mind is a computer that 
can be programmed. You can 
choose whether the software 
installed is productive or unpro-
ductive. Your inner dialogue is 
the software that programs your 
attitude, which determines how 

you present yourself to the world 
around you. You have control 
over the programming. What-
ever you put into it is reflected 
in what comes out. 

Many of us have behavior 
patterns today that were pro-
grammed into our brains at a 
very tender age and the infor-
mation that was recorded could 
have been completely inaccurate 
or cruel. The sad reality of life 
is that we will continue to hear 
negative information, but we 
don’t have to program it into our 
brains. Someone once said that 
we can’t keep the birds from fly-
ing over our heads, but we can 
keep them from building nests 
in our hair.

What are you expecting from 
life? Two prisoners looking out 
the same window in the jail cell 
will see either the sky or the 
ground. Both the hummingbird 
and the vulture fly over the 
desert. All vultures see is rotting 
meat because that’s what they 
look for. They thrive on that 
diet. But hummingbirds ignore 
the smell of dead animals and 
find the colorful blossoms of des-
ert plants. They fill themselves 
with freshness and life. Each 
bird finds what is it looking for, 
and so do we. 

It’s very easy to focus on every-
thing that’s wrong in the world, 
our town, and even in ourselves. 
It’s easier to complain about 
what we don’t have than to be 
thankful for all we do have. The 
ultimate level of human need 
extends into the spiritual realm 
and just as we feed our bodies in 
response to our primary need to 
survive physically, we need to 
feed our spirit because we are 
spiritual beings. Many people, 
like me, find powerful and posi-
tive motivation in their faith, 
realizing the power to be posi-
tive in my attitudes isn’t always 
something they can do alone. 

As you head into 2015, re-
member the words of Abraham 
Lincoln; “We can complain be-
cause rose bushes have thorns, 
or rejoice because thorn bushes 
have roses.” 

You may not agree with any-
thing I’ve said, but I column as I 
see ‘em.

Eddy Prince is senior pastor at 
Grace Fellowship Church of God 
in Big Spring. He can be reached 
by email at pastorprince@msn.
com.

“The Interview” is a 
funny movie that 
does a stand-up 
job showcasing 

how a not particularly serious 
or informed person would deal 
with Kim Jong 
Un — and evil 
itself, with all its 
blandishments. 
James Franco 
plays talk show 
host Dave Sky-
lark, who discov-
ers that the North 
Korean dictator 
loves his show. 
Skylark’s suscep-
tibility to flat-
tery renders him 
willfully blind. 
Because Kim plays up to him, 
Skylark wants to believe that the 
phony grocery his chauffeured 
car happens to drive by is real, 
that reports that Kim starves his 
people are the result of media 
bias and that Kim, like Skylark, 
is just misunderstood. Besides, 
they both like Katy Perry, so 
deep down they both must be 
good guys.

In real life, that appears to 
have been the thinking of NBA 
star Dennis Rodman, whose 
courtship by Kim seemed any-
thing but humorous.

“The Interview” heartily lam-
poons Skylark’s Rodman-like 
foreign affairs illiteracy. When 
producer Aaron Rapoport (Seth 
Rogen) first suggests a one-on-
one with Kim, Skylark crows 
that the sit-down will be like 
“Frosty Nixon.” 

When Kim boasts that Stalin 
gave his father a beloved tank, 
Skylark corrects him: “In Amer-

ica, we pronounce it Stallone.”
I downloaded the movie be-

cause Pyongyang didn’t want me 
to watch it. 

When I first heard about “The 
Interview,” I wondered why the 
Rogen-Franco-Evan Goldberg 
collaboration didn’t make up a 
phony dictatorship with a Kim-
like strongman, in the model of 
Charlie Chaplin’s “The Great 
Dictator.” 

That would have been not only 
more tasteful but also remotely 
respectful.

But then the whole idea behind 
this brand of “bro” comedy is 
that there is no such thing as be-
ing too tasteless or going too far.

At heart, “The Interview” is 
a goofball stoner movie. There 
are boob jokes, fat jokes, Korean 
jokes, bathroom humor, sexual 
high jinks. 

No gag is too raunchy, and no 
body part is free from ridicule.

Violence? You bet. And it is 
gratuitous. 

When Kim gives Skylark a 
cute puppy as a tribute to the TV 
star’s childhood pet Digby, the 

gesture is funny in part because 
you wonder just how far the 
writers — Dan Sterling, Rogen 
and Goldberg — will go for a 
laugh. Spoiler alert: The puppy 
lives.

I laughed a lot. 
But there is one part of “The 

Interview” that left me cold — its 
use of a certain four-letter word. 
This word, used to describe a 
female body part, is equivalent 
to the N-word in its crudeness. 
But though there is controversy 
over African-Americans’ use of 
the N-word, I know no woman 
who finds it a liberating exercise 
to use this term in reference to 
herself or other women. 

In my experience, only creepy 
men who truly hate women use 
it.

I defend the movie’s writers’ 
right to use offensive language. I 
also have a right not to like it. 

If Guardians of Peace hadn’t 
hacked Sony and turned the 
movie into a must-see form of 
protest, I would expect not to 
have seen “The Interview” until 
it aired on TV — with that cer-
tain word bleeped out.

In Hollywood, the line is clear: 
Spare the puppy, and you can 
call women by whatever slur is 
handy.

Email Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.
COM

Be resolute with your resolutions

What’s up with ‘The Interview?’

I downloaded the 
movie because 
Pyongyang didn’t 
want me to watch it.
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MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

239703

AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288

25
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32

Sensitivity, Compassion & Respect

Howard County Community Health Center is now Accepting NEW Patients!
No Insurance? NO Problem! All services are discounted based on family size & income.

Medicaid & Medicare are ccepted, along with Private Insurances.
Howard County Community Health Center is a Patient Centered Medical Home site

which works to serve the community for the greater good of its members.

MEET OUR PROVIDERS

Myoungesook Jeong,
Family Nurse
Practitioner

Lance Tolbert
Behavioral Health

Counselor

Shawn Harris,
Family Nurse
Practitioner

Dr. Yosada
Boyapati,
Dentist

Dr. Hugh Wilson,
Staff

 Physician

Laurie Harris,
Family

Nurse Practitioner

264896

An old plant, tainted land and worried homeowners
ASHEVILLE, N.C. 

(AP) — Developer Rich-
ard Green had nearly 
everything in place to 
build upscale homes on 
the heavily polluted land 
next to an old electronic 
components plant in 
the mountains outside 
Asheville. All he needed 
was a permit.

So when the local 
board of adjustment 
asked whether the site 
had hazardous materi-
als, Green said there 
was only a slight level of 
the cancer-causing in-
dustrial solvent trichlo-
roethylene, or TCE, be-
low the factory. 

He then said he had a 
letter from state envi-
ronmental regulators 
saying they were OK 
with the construction 
plans. They say they 
weren’t.

Another developer, 
Stanley Greenberg, told 
the board that federal 
environmental regu-
lators also had given 
a green light to build. 
They say they hadn’t.

By the time of that 
August 1997 meeting, 
Greenberg and the part-
ners had known about 
the contamination at 
the plant for a decade 
and were preparing to 
sell much of the land to 
Green for development 
of a project called South-
side Village, according 
to an Associated Press 
review of documents 
that reveal how a subdi-
vision came to be built 
next door to what is now 
a Superfund site.

Two years ago, the 
EPA named the 9 acres 
beneath and immedi-
ately around the for-
mer CTS Corp. factory 
among the nation’s 
worst abandoned haz-

ardous waste sites.
“Who’s going to buy 

property ... next to a Su-
perfund site?” said Judy 
Selz, who did purchase 
3 acres in Southside Vil-
lage in 2006 — six years 
before the Superfund 
designation — and is 
one of dozens of land 
and homeowners wor-
ried now about whether 
it’s safe to live there.

The nightmare sce-
nario for Southside Vil-
lage residents is already 
playing out for about a 
dozen residents of Sky-
land, a neighborhood of 
older homes on the oth-
er side of the old plant. 
This summer, the EPA 
urged three families to 
abandon their homes, 
citing unsafe levels of 
TCE. 

The agency declared it 
safe enough for them to 
return in mid-November 
after contractors set up 

a vacuum-like device to 
catch chemical vapors 
rising from a spring.

Regulators with the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the 
North Carolina Depart-
ment of Environment 
and Natural Resources 
recently told the AP 
they had no idea about 
the planned develop-
ment when Green and 
Greenberg were seek-
ing the county board’s 
permission to build. 

Both agencies said 
the extensive archival 
searches they conducted 
in response to the AP’s 
public records requests 
turned up no documents 
supporting Green’s and 
Greenberg’s claims 
about having letters 
from regulators promis-
ing not to intervene on 
the property that would 
become Southside Vil-
lage.

The Buncombe Coun-
ty Board of Adjustment 
approved the project 
without asking to see 
any documentation ver-
ifying those claims, ac-
cording to the minutes 
of that meeting and in-
terviews.

Paperwork for Green-
berg’s 1987 purchase of 
the property included 
a report documenting 
elevated levels of TCE 
and other contaminants 
in the ground. 

And a follow-up study 
in 1991 found TCE and 
other chemicals in a 
stream in an area that 
is now part of Southside 
Village, according to the 
AP’s review.

Reached twice by 
phone earlier this year, 
Greenberg declined to 
comment, as did execu-
tives at CTS, based in 
Elkhart, Indiana.

According to the min-

utes of 
the 1997 
meeting, 
G r e e n -
berg told 
the board 
the EPA 
had is-
sued a 
“no ac-
tion” let-
ter for 
the CTS 
property, 
meaning 
the agen-
cy didn’t 
plan any 
enforce-
m e n t 
a g a i n s t 
its own-
ers. 

But the 
EPA had 
a policy 
dating to 
1984 of 
f o r b i d -
ding such 

letters, precisely be-
cause they could inter-
fere with later enforce-
ment.

In an email to the AP 
on Tuesday, Green-
berg’s attorney, Philip 
Anderson, didn’t dispute 
the details contained in 
the meeting minutes. 
He said that the federal 
agency recommended 
“no further action sta-
tus” after the 1991 envi-
ronmental study. 

The study itself, how-
ever, and related docu-
ments show only that 
the EPA granted the site 
“no further remedial 
action” status, which 
would have meant 
merely that there were 
no immediate plans for 
additional cleanup — 
not that the site was no 
longer contaminated.

For his part, Green 
told the board he had 

a no action letter from 
state environmental 
regulators. 

The Department of 
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources not only 
found no such letter in 
its archives, but in fact 
found memos denying 
Greenberg’s request for 
just such a letter, on the 
grounds that the prop-
erty was still contami-
nated.

Answering the door at 
his luxury home high 
near Asheville, Green 
— who now has another 
company that builds 
homes it bills as envi-
ronmentally friendly 
— declined to comment 
when confronted with 
the details of the board 
meeting and the de-
velopment that sprang 
from it, including why 
his company never 
disclosed the contami-
nation to prospective 
homebuyers in South-
side Village.

“What do you want me 
to say?” he asked, before 
stepping back inside.

The CTS plant man-
ufactured electronic 
parts for cars and hear-
ing aids; workers had 
handled toxic chemi-
cals, including TCE. 
Exposure to high levels 
of the cleaning solvent 
can cause liver and lung 
damage and even death, 
according to the Agency 
for Toxic Substances & 
Disease Registry.

The EPA says a com-
plete cleanup of the CTS 
site won’t begin until 
2016 — 30 years after the 
company closed its fac-
tory.

“I wish it went faster,” 
agency spokeswoman 
Samantha Urquhart-
Foster said, “but it’s a 
slow process.”

Visit us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Odds and ends
Resident defies Ohio 
deadline on ‘Zombie Nativity’

CINCINNATI (AP) — A “Zombie Nativity” scene 
in a southwest Ohio suburb remained undead Tues-
day, days past the deadline to remove it.

Sycamore Township officials said last week they 
had received complaints about debris at the home 
and concluded that the display violates rules on 
size and placement of yard structures. They sent 
resident Jasen Dixon two zoning violation notices 
and gave him until the day after Christmas to take 
it down.

Facing a fine and legal action, Dixon instead kept 
the display up. A Facebook page devoted to the 
scene urges support for “freedom of expression.”

The scene has eerie figures including a demonic-
looking creature sitting up in the manger where the 
baby Jesus would be in traditional Christmas na-
tivities. There’s a detached head with it in the man-
ger, while another ghoulish figure holds a replica 
heart in its hand as a somber “Silent Night” plays 
in the background.

Township officials have said it’s not an anti-zom-
bie issue, but pro-zoning rules.

“We do live in a free country, don’t we?” asked 
Judy Giese, who lives down the block from Dixon 
on Vorhees Lane (not related to “Friday the 13th” 
movie slasher Jason Voorhees).
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By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Sudoku Answer on Page 12

News in brief
7 bodies found from AirAsia crash 
in Indonesia, but bad weather, big 
waves hinder recovery

PANGKALAN BUN, Indonesia (AP) — Bad weath-
er hindered efforts to recover victims of AirAsia 
Flight 8501 on Wednesday, and sent wreckage drift-
ing far from the crash site, as grieving relatives 
prayed for strength to endure their losses.

“Help us, God, to move forward, even though we 
are surrounded by darkness,” the Rev. Philip Man-
tofa, whose church lost about 40 members in the di-
saster, told families gathered in a waiting room at 
the Surabaya airport.

The massive hunt for 162 people who vanished 
Sunday aboard the Airbus A320 from Surabaya, 
Indonesia to Singapore, was severely limited due 
to heavy rain, wind and thick clouds. Seven bod-
ies, including a flight attendant in her red AirAsia 
uniform, have been recovered, said Indonesia’s 
Search and Rescue Agency chief Henry Bambang 
Soelistyo.

Sonar images also identified what appeared to be 
large parts of the plane, but strong currents were 
moving the debris.

Conditions prevented divers from entering the 
choppy Java Sea, and helicopters were largely 
grounded. But 18 ships continued to scour the nar-
rowed search area, and four of the seven corpses 
were recovered Wednesday. Indonesia’s Meteorol-
ogy and Geophysics Agency predicted conditions 
would worsen, with more intense rains, through 
Friday.

Palestinians say they will try to 
join ICC following failed UN vote

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) — The Palestinian 
leadership is meeting Wednesday to plan its next 
steps after a resolution to end Israel’s occupation 
was rejected by the U.N. Security Council, and 
could set a date for applying to join the Internation-
al Criminal Court, Palestinian officials said.

The U.N. vote Tuesday against the Palestinian 
bid, which called for the Israeli occupation to end 
within three years, was a blow to an Arab campaign 
for international action to bring about an indepen-
dent Palestinian state.

The Palestinians have long vowed to join the ICC 
in order to press charges against Israel for alleged 
war crimes. But membership could expose the Pal-
estinians to similar allegations.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said officials 
would hold a “very serious meeting” Wednesday 
and could set a date for applying for membership to 
the ICC and other international agencies.

“There will be no more waiting, no more hesita-
tion, no more slowdown,” Erekat said. “We are go-
ing to meet and make decisions.”

Surviving witness 
corroborates cover-up of 
mass killing by Mexican army

ARCELIA, Mexico (AP) — When the witness re-
fused to sign a false statement that 22 suspected 
drug gang members had died in a shootout with 
the Mexican army, state investigators began to 
kick her in the ribs, she said. They put a bag over 
her head, plunged her face into a toilet bowl and 
beat her so hard that, six months later, she still has 
trouble with her hearing and eyesight.

“As they were hitting me ... they told me they 
could make even the mute talk,” said the woman, 
one of three witnesses known to have survived a 
June 30 mass killing by the Mexican army.

In her first interview since being falsely impris-
oned for five months on weapons possession charg-
es, the woman said a cover-up of the crime went far 
beyond the seven soldiers facing trial in the case to 
include more soldiers, and state and federal pros-
ecutors who pushed to make the deaths look like 
the result of a gunbattle rather than what they were 
-- extra-judicial killings after surrender.

Criminal case files obtained by The Associated 
Press last week supported her assertion that state 
prosecutors knew from the start that soldiers had 
altered the crime scene, despite official and public 
declarations to the contrary. And the documents 
revealed that the battalion commander responsible 
for the troops arrived at the scene before state in-
vestigators.

The witness, a 20-year-old prostitute who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, said that two days 
after the beating in the state of Mexico she was tak-
en to the capital, where she was pressed into sign-
ing the false statement by federal organized crime 
investigators working for the attorney general’s 
office.

Taliban attack on Afghan 
mountain hamlet tests army 
after US forces leave

DANGAM, Afghanistan (AP) — The smoke from 
mortar and rocket attacks rises from the mountains 
of Dangam in the remote eastern border region of 
Afghanistan as Talban insurgents battle govern-
ment forces in a bid to establish a permanent pres-
ence now that the American soldiers who led the 
fight here for more than a decade have left.

Heavy fighting has been raging for almost three 
weeks, with wave after wave of Taliban militants 
assaulting this picturesque but poverty-stricken 
district of Kunar province just four kilometers (2.5 
miles) from the border with Pakistan, officials and 
residents said.

The U.S.-led international effort to rid Afghani-
stan of the Taliban officially shifts from a combat to 
a training band support mission Wednesday, with 
Afghan forces assuming full responsibility for se-
curity nationwide on New Year’s Day. A residual 
force of 10,800 Americans and almost 3,000 NATO 
soldiers will remain, under the banner of a new 
mission called Resolute Support.

Over the last 18 months, U.S. and NATO forces 
have been closing their bases across the country, 
taking their battlefield prowess, air support and 
medical evacuation assets with them.

The war is meanwhile creeping into urban and 
residential areas, putting ordinary people at great-
er risk. Civilian casualties look set to hit 10,000 in 
2014, the highest yearly total of dead and wound-
ed since the U.N. began keeping records in 2008. 
More than 75 percent of the deaths and injuries are 
caused by Taliban attacks, according to the U.N.

4 amigos: Vacation in home state 
of Hawaii reunites Obama with 3 
childhood friends

HONOLULU (AP) — Since returning to his child-
hood home this month on vacation, President Ba-
rack Obama has spent a good part of most days 
cloistered with three people whose company puts 
him at ease. They’re not his wife and daughters, 
who came with him, but a trio of pals whose friend-
ship dates back to Obama’s high school days in Ha-
waii.

The three men — Mike Ramos, Bobby Titcomb 
and Greg Orme — are among the few people still 

in Obama’s life who knew him long before he was 
famous. Although their paths have long since di-
verged, they’ve made it a point to gather for fre-
quent reunions, in one of Obama’s most visible 
links to the days when his life was much simpler 
and his problems more mundane.

On this visit alone, Obama has spent more than 
22 hours with the group on the lush golf courses 
that dot the island of Oahu. When it rained, Obama 
and his pals went bowling, instead.

And on Tuesday, in what’s become a yearly tradi-
tion, the men and their families gathered for a luau 
hosted by Titcomb. With rain drizzling over Oahu, 
Obama’s motorcade whisked Obama across the 
island to Titcomb’s beachside home in Waialua, 
about an hour outside of Honolulu on the North 
Shore.

Increasingly, the reunions have become the fo-
cal point of Obama’s family vacations in his sec-
ond term, as his teenage daughters spend less and 
less time at their father’s side. Once content to join 
their parents for outings to the aquarium or to get 
shave ice, Sasha and Malia are now more indepen-
dent. Since arriving more than a week ago, Obama 
has been out in public with one of his daughters 
only once, briefly, during a hike.

In Kentucky, rat-a-tat auctioneer 
chants at tobacco warehouses 
becoming a dying art

DANVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Tripp Foy’s sing-song 
chant rang out like a sentimental oldie for die-hard 
farmers clinging to the old way of selling tobacco, 
as a small procession of buyers shadowed him down 
long rows of reddish-brown leaf piled in bales.

Farmers who have spent their lives tending the 
aromatic crop in their fields find comfort in Foy’s 
rat-a-tat style, part of an auction system that’s been 
all but snuffed out by another way of selling tobac-
co after years of declining smoking rates.

“It’s kind of in our blood,” said tobacco farmer 
Walter Browning. “But I’m about bled out.”

This tobacco-belt tradition, once as much a part 
of Kentucky’s fabric as bourbon or horse racing, 
is fading away — and it’s taking the maestros like 
Foy with it.

“The chant of an auctioneer can sound as good as 
a song,” said Foy, 63, who has spent four decades 
auctioning tobacco in Kentucky — the nation’s top 
burley producer. “You can walk down a row and 
you can almost dance to the tune of the sale.”

Canada police: Edmonton man 
with lengthy criminal record kills 8 
people before taking own life

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — A man with a 
lengthy criminal record killed six adults and two 
young children before taking his own life in Ed-
monton, Alberta, in what the police chief on Tues-
day called the city’s worst mass murder.

Edmonton Police Chief Rod Knecht told a news 
conference late Tuesday night that there was no 
suggestion of gang involvement and said the mo-
tive for the “senseless mass murder” appears to 
have been “planned and deliberate” domestic vio-
lence.

“It’s terrible for the city,” said Knecht. “The scene 
... has been described as chaotic, horrific. Particu-
larly when there’s children involved, it has a tre-
mendous impact on our folks.”

Knecht did not release the name of the suspect, 
but said the man was well-known to police and had 
a criminal record dating back to September 1987.

www.bigspringherald.com 2-year-old accidentally kills mother in Wal-Mart
HAYDEN, Idaho (AP) 

— A 29-year-old woman 
described as a “beauti-
ful, young, loving moth-
er” was fatally shot by 
her 2-year-old son at a 

northern Idaho Wal-
Mart in what authori-
ties called a tragic acci-
dent.

The little boy reached 
into Veronica J. Rut-

ledge’s purse and her 
concealed gun fired, 
Kootenai County sher-
iff’s spokesman Stu 
Miller said. The woman 
was shopping Tuesday 
with her son and three 
other children, Miller 
said.

Rutledge was from 
Blackfoot in southeast-
ern Idaho, and her fam-
ily had come to the area 
to visit relatives.

She was an employee 
of the Idaho National 
Laboratory, The Spokes-
man-Review of Spokane, 
Washington, reported. 
The Idaho Falls labora-
tory supports the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
in nuclear and energy 
research and national 
defense.

The woman had a con-
cealed weapons permit. 
Miller said the young 
boy was left in a shop-
ping cart, reached into 
his mother’s purse and 
grabbed a small-caliber 
handgun, which dis-
charged one time.

Deputies who respond-
ed to the Wal-Mart found 
Rutledge dead, the sher-
iff’s office said.

The victim’s father-in-
law, Terry Rutledge, told 
The Associated Press 
that Veronica Rutledge 
“was a beautiful, young, 

loving mother.”
“She was not the least 

bit irresponsible,” Terry 
Rutledge said. “She was 
taken much too soon.”

The woman’s husband 
was not in the store 
when the shooting hap-
pened at about 10:20 a.m. 
Tuesday. Miller said the 
man arrived shortly af-
ter the shooting. All the 
children were taken to a 
relative’s house.

The shooting occurred 
in the Wal-Mart in 
Hayden, Idaho, a town 
about 40 miles northeast 
of Spokane. The store 
closed for the rest of the 
day.

Brooke Buchanan, a 
spokeswoman for Wal-
Mart, said in a state-
ment the shooting was 
a “very sad and tragic 
accident.”

Idaho National Labo-
ratory senior chemical 
engineer Vince Maio 
worked with Rutledge 
on a research paper 
about using glass ce-
ramic to store nuclear 
waste, The Spokesman-
Review said.

Maio said he was im-
mediately impressed 
with her.

“She had a lot of matu-
rity for her age,” he told 
the newspaper. “Her 
work was impeccable. “
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Buckeasy’s
Beer To Go

1700 S. Gregg                             267-BUCK

21
82

03

Gift Cards

Available

Choate Well Service, Inc.

432-393-5231
218196

Arrive Alive ...

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE

25
76

73

Celebrate
Safely!

We will be re-open from the 
holidays on January 5, 2015!

Paul’s Custom
PC’s

Sells & Repairs
All Brands Of PC’s

HVoted #1 in
Computer Repair

1911 Scurry St.
(432) 466-0800

26
48

85

Happy Holidays from our
family to yours!

Please be responsible.....

Don’t Drink and Drive

25
74

64

DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY SERVICE

FM 700 & Virginia        267-2584
OPEN: 7 AM-6 PM M-F  • 7 AM-5 PM SAT. 210157

Sherry Wegner
Insurance Agency, Inc.
“...your friend come hail or high water.”

• Specializing In Crop Insurance •
swcia.com

An Equal Opportunity Provider

1902 N. Hwy. 87                                                           432-267-2555
264775

Don’t Drink
& Drive!

Happy New Year!

Harris Lumber & Hardware
1515 E. FM 700

432-267-6355 257626

From Your Friends At
Flo-Lite Screen Printing

819 W. 3rd                                        (432) 267-7961
 

26
48

92

A Bob’s Bail Bonds
(432) 263-3333

26
48

65

Don’t Drink & Drive
We Don’t Ask For An Arm Or

A Leg, But We Do Want Your TOWS!

Mitchem Wrecker
432-267-3747
TDLR005904947C 233922

608 E. 4th                                                      (432) 349-2996

26
34

36

Celebrate
Responsibly

Please Don’t Drink, Text and Drive

Celebrate Safely!
Please Don’t Drink & Drive!

228323

A Friendly
Reminder

to Keep You Safe
Through The

Holidays!
Whitmore’s Plumbing

(432) 263-2302264888

Can’t Call Your Hound From 
The Pound!

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE
Sierra Animal 

Clinic
3404 E. FM 700
(432) 263-1198

22
96

54

Make the Right Start in 2015
33

Don’t Drink
 & Drive.

Make a commitment to celebrate responsibly
this New Year’s Eve. be designated driver, or arrange your trans-

portation plans in advance.

1512 S. Gregg Street
Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel.: (432) 263-1931

257118
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By Tommy Wells
AP Sports Writer

Mother Nature finally 
found a way to do some-
thing no other team at 
the Sandhills Invita-
tional Basketball Tour-
nament couldn’t. She 
cooled off the Big Spring 
High School Steers.

Literally.
Due to the arrival of 

a severe winter storm, 
officials within the Mo-
nahans Independent 
School District decided 
on Tuesday to cancel the 
tournament’s champion-
ship game due to declin-
ing road conditions that 
would have required 
both Big Spring and Lev-
elland to travel on icy 
roads.

“We know that you’ve 
always got to contend 
with weather,” Mona-
hans head coach Ter-
rill Amburn said in 
announcing the tourna-
ment’s title game would 
not be played. “We’ve 
done this before. You 
know that this is always 

a possibility. We were 
real fortunate that this 
happened on the last day 
instead of the first two.”

The weather was the 
only thing that slowed 
the Steers’ game. Win-
ners of their last five 
straight, Big Spring 
breezed through their 
pool play schedule on 
Monday and Tuesday 
with a perfect 4-0 re-
cord. The mark earned 
the Steers a berth in 
the championship game 
against Levelland, the 
Pool B champion.

Big Spring kicked off 
Tuesday’s action with a 
dominating performance 
from seniors Ty Sealy 
and Tyler Bryan  in a 
64-51 come-from-behind 
win over Presidio.

Presidio held an early 
lead thanks to a slow 
shooting effort by Big 
Spring in the early mo-
ments.

Sealy and Bryan made 
up for that later. Sealy 
finished the game with a 
double-double, netting 18 
points and 12 rebounds. 

Bryan closed out the 
contest ad the Steers’ top 
scorer with 20 points. 
Kei’Shawn Broussard 
also reached double fig-
ures offensively, chalk-

ing up 10 points.
Big Spring closed out 

pool play with a 54-27 
win over the Monahans 
junior varsity on Tues-
day afternoon.

The Steers’ weren’t the 
only local team being 
affected by the weather 
in Monahans. The For-
san Buffaloes saw their 
ninth-place matchup, 
which was slated for 
Wednesday morning, 
with the Monahans JV 
get cancelled.

Forsan had finished 
fourth in the Pool B 
standings, going 0-4. The 
Buffaloes dropped games 
to Levelland (79-33) and 
Midland Classical (47-39) 
on Monday and then suf-
fered losses to Monahans 
(64-39) and El Paso River-
side (56-54) in Tuesday.

According to Amburn, 
not every game on Sat-
urday was cancelled. 
According to tourna-
ment officials, Presidio, 
El Paso Riverside and 
Alpine were all staying 
in hotels and planned to 
play Saturday.

Weather forces MISD officals 
to cancel Sandhills title game

FOOTBALL
NFL Playoff Glance 

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 3

Arizona at Carolina, 4:35 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Baltimore at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m. 
(NBC)-x

Sunday, Jan. 4
Cincinnati at Indianapolis, 1:05 

(CBS)-x
Detroit at Dallas, 4:40 p.m. (FOX)

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 10

Baltimore-Pittsburgh loser at New 
England, 4:35 p.m. (NBC)

Arizona, Detroit or Carolina at 
Seattle, 8:15 p.m. (FOX)

Sunday, Jan. 11
Arizona, Dallas or Carolina at Green 

Bay, 1:05 p.m. (FOX)
Indianapolis, Cincinnati or Pittsburgh 

at Denver, 4:40 p.m. (CBS)
Conference Championships

Sunday, Jan. 18
NFC, 3:05 p.m. (FOX)
AFC, 6:40 p.m. (CBS)

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 1

At Glendale, Ariz.
AFC champion vs. NFC champion, 

6:30 p.m. (NBC)

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2014-15 Conference

Bowl Records 
Through Dec. 30

Conference	 W	 L	 Pct.
Pac-12	 4	 0	 1.000
Independents	 1	 0	 1.000
Southeastern	 4	 1	 .800
Conference USA	 4	 1	 .800
Independents	 1	 1	 .500
Sun Belt	 1	 1	 .500
Big Ten	 2	 3	 .400
Atlantic Coast	 3	 5	 .375
American Athletic	 1	 2	 .333
Mountain West	 2	 4	 .333
Mid-American	 1	 3	 .250
Big 12	 0	 3	 .000

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Toronto	 24	 8	 .750	 —
Brooklyn	 15	 16	 .484	 8½
Boston	 10	 18	 .357	 12
New York	 5	 28	 .152	 19½
Philadelphia	 4	 26	 .133	 19

Southeast Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Atlanta	 23	 8	 .742	 —
Washington	 22	 9	 .710	 1
Miami	 14	 18	 .438	 9½
Orlando	 13	 22	 .371	 12
Charlotte	 10	 22	 .313	 13½

Central Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Chicago	 22	 10	 .688	 —
Cleveland	 18	 13	 .581	 3½
Milwaukee	 16	 16	 .500	 6
Indiana	 11	 21	 .344	 11
Detroit	 8	 23	 .258	 13½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Memphis	 23	 8	 .742	 —
Houston	 21	 9	 .700	 1½
Dallas	 23	 10	 .697	 1
San Antonio	 19	 14	 .576	 5
New Orleans	 16	 15	 .516	 7

Northwest Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Portland	 26	 7	 .788	 —
Oklahoma City	 15	 17	 .469	 10½
Denver	 13	 19	 .406	 12½
Utah	 11	 21	 .344	 14½
Minnesota	 5	 25	 .167	 19½

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Golden State	 25	 5	 .833	 —
L.A. Clippers	 21	 11	 .656	 5
Phoenix	 18	 15	 .545	 8½
Sacramento	 13	 18	 .419	 12½
L.A. Lakers	 10	 22	 .313	 16

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit 109, Orlando 86
Atlanta 109, Cleveland 101
New Orleans 110, Phoenix 106
Brooklyn 96, Chicago 82
Memphis 95, San Antonio 87
Dallas 114, Washington 87
L.A. Lakers 111, Denver 103
Utah 100, Minnesota 94
Portland 102, Toronto 97, OT
Golden State 126, Philadelphia 86

Wednesday’s Games
Sacramento at Boston, 1 p.m.
Miami at Indiana, 3 p.m.
New York at L.A. Clippers, 6 p.m.
Charlotte at Houston, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Big 12 Conference

	C onference	 All Games
	 W	 L	 Pct.	 W	 L	 Pct.
CU	 0	 0	 .000	 13	0	1.000
West Virginia	 0	 0	 .000	 12	1	 .923
Baylor	 0	 0	 .000	 11	 1	 .917
Iowa St.	 0	 0	 .000	 9	 1	 .900
Texas	 0	 0	 .000	 11	 2	 .846
Kansas	 0	 0	 .000	 10	2	 .833
Oklahoma St.	0	 0	 .000	 10	2	 .833
Texas Tech	 0	 0	 .000	 10	3	 .769
Oklahoma	 0	 0	 .000	 8	 3	 .727
Kansas St.	 0	 0	 .000	 7	 5	 .583

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

Atlantic Division
	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	GA
Montreal	 24	 11	 2	 50	 100	 86
Tampa Bay	 23	 11	 4	 50	 122	 99
Detroit	 19	 9	 9	 47	 105	 94
Toronto	 20	 14	 3	 43	 124	111
Florida	 16	 9	 9	 41	 80	 88
Boston	 19	 15	 3	 41	 98	 99
Ottawa	 15	 14	 7	 37	 97	 99
Buffalo	 14	 20	 3	 31	 75	 123

Metropolitan Division
	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Pittsburgh	 22	 9	 5	 49	 109	 86
N.Y. Islanders	 24	 11	 1	 49	 112	101
Washington	 18	 11	 7	 43	 105	 94
N.Y. Rangers	 19	 11	 4	 42	 102	 87
Philadelphia	 14	 16	 6	 34	 100	109
Columbus	 15	 16	 3	 33	 86	 109
New Jersey	 13	 18	 7	 33	 82	 108
Carolina	 10	 22	 4	 24	 72	 98

Western Conference
Central Division

	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Chicago	 25	 10	 2	 52	 117	 78
Nashville	 24	 9	 3	 51	 106	 78
St. Louis	 22	 12	 3	 47	 108	 93
Winnipeg	 19	 11	 7	 45	 94	 87
Minnesota	 17	 13	 4	 38	 99	 95
Dallas	 16	 14	 5	 37	 102	118
Colorado	 13	 15	 8	 34	 92	 109

Pacific Division
	 W	 L	 OT	Pts	GF	 GA
Anaheim	 24	 8	 6	 54	 107	101
Vancouver	 21	 11	 3	 45	 103	 94
Los Angeles	 18	 12	 8	 44	 103	 94
San Jose	 19	 13	 5	 43	 101	 96

Calgary	 20	 15	 3	 43	 110	100
Arizona	 14	 18	 4	 32	 86	 115
Edmonton	 8	 22	 7	 23	 79	 127
    NOTE: Two points for a win, one 
point for overtime loss.

Tuesday’s Games
Montreal 2, Florida 1, SO
Edmonton 3, Los Angeles 2, SO
Nashville 3, St. Louis 2
Vancouver 3, San Jose 1

Wednesday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg, 5 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 6 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Boston, 7 p.m.
Carolina at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Columbus, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
San Jose at Anaheim, 8 p.m.
Arizona at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Edmonton at Calgary, 9:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
National League

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Traded OF 
Seth Smith to Seattle for RHP Brandon 
Maurer.

American Association
GARY SOUTHSHORE RAILCATS 

— Traded RHP Cole Stephens to Flor-
ence. Acquired RHP Jessie Snodgrass 
from Windy City.

KANSAS CITY T-BONES — Signed 
C Brian Erie.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

MIAMI HEAT — Assigned G Shaba-
zz Napier to Sioux Falls (NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Reduced the one-game sus-
pension of Detroit DT Ndamukong Suh 
to a $70,000 fine.

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Placed 
TE Andre Hardy on practice squad in-
jured reserve. Signed TE Ted Bolser to 
the practice squad.

ATLANTA FALCONS — Signed DB 
Brendan Bishop, CB Jordan Mabin, 
TE Kyle Miller, LB Jacques Smith, 
RB Ronnie Wingo, DTs Ricky Heimuli 
and Adam Replogle and WRs Freddie 
Martino and Bernard Reedy to futures 
contracts.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed FB 
Corey Knox and TE Chris Manhertz to 
futures contracts.

CHICAGO BEARS — Signed DE 
Jamil Merrell to a futures contract.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed 
PKs Travis Coons and Carey Spear to 
futures contracts.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Placed 
DT Henry Melton on injured reserve. 
Signed LB James Anderson.

DETROIT LIONS — Released G 
Darren Keyton.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Re-
leased NT Justin Renfrow from the 
practice squad.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed 
LB Kourtnei Brown, OT Matt Feiler, C 
James Ferentz, RB Ben Malena, DBs 
Charles James and Terrance Parks 
and WRs Jace Davis, Travis Labhart 
and Uzoma Nwachukwu to futures 
contracts.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — 
Fired offensive coordinator Jedd Fisch. 
Signed OT Cody Booth, TE Marcel 
Jensen, DB Peyton Thompson and WR 
Tony Washington to futures contracts.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed 
LB Justin Anderson, QB Pat Devlin, DT 
Isame Faciane, C Zac Kerin, G Jordan 
McCray, TE Ryan Otten, RB Domin-
ique Williams and WRs Kain Colter and 
Donte Foster to futures contracts.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed 
C Michael Brewster, TE Orson Charles, 
PK Dustin Hopkins, G Andrew Miller, 
WR Willie Snead and RBs Edwin 
Baker and Toben Opurum to futures 
contracts.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed OT 
Michael Bamiro, CB Bennett Jackson, 
DE Jordan Stanton, LB Uani’ Unga, RB 
Nikita Whitlock, DBs Thomas Gordon 
and Josh Victorian and WRs Juron Cri-
ner, Chris Harper and Julian Talley to 
futures contracts.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed FB 
Mario Harvey, OT Brent Qvale, LB 
Chris Young and DBs Keith Lewis and 
Dashaun Phillips to futures contracts.

OAKLAND RAIDERS — Signed RB 
Terrance Cobb, LB Justin Jackson, 
DB Vernon Kearney, OT Dan Kistler, 
G Lamar Mady, DT Kona Schwenke, 
CB Jansen Watson and WRs Jeremy 
Gallon and Seth Roberts to futures 
contracts.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Re-
leased WR Justin Brown. Signed RB 
Ben Tate.

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS — Signed 
DT Chas Alecxih, CB Richard Crawford, 
TE David Paulson, DB Adrian Phillips, 
G Bryce Quigley, LB Colton Underwood 
and WRs Torrence Allen and Javontee 
Herndon to futures contracts.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS— Signed 
RB Kendall Gaskins, TE Xavier Grim-
ble, WR Lance Lewis, T Chris Martin 
and NT Garrison Smith to reserve/fu-
ture contracts.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — 
Signed OT Edawn Coughman, P Rob-
ert Malone, NT Robert Thomas, DB 
Thomas Wolfe, NT Isaako Aaitui, WRs 
Colin Lockett and Rashad Ross and 
TEs Chase Dixon and Je’Ron Hamm to 
futures contracts.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Assigned F 
Dany Heatley to Norfolk (AHL).

CAROLINA HURRICANES — 
Placed D John-Michael Liles on injured 
reserve. Recalled D Ryan Murphy from 
Charlotte (AHL).

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS — 
Placed LW Cam Atkinson on injured re-
serve, retroactive to Dec. 27. Recalled 
C Sean Collins from Springfield (AHL).

DETROIT RED WINGS — Placed 
D Jakub Kindl on injured reserve. Re-
called D Xavier Ouellet from Grand 
Rapids (AHL).

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Placed 
F Jacob Josefson on injured reserve, 
retroactive to Saturday, and F Stephen 
Gionta, retroactive to Tuesday. Re-
called F Mike Sislo from Albany (AHL).

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Re-
called G Andrei Vasilevskiy from Syra-
cuse (AHL).

COLLEGE
MIAMI — Announced OT Ereck 

Flowers will enter the NFL draft.
MICHIGAN — Named Jim Harbaugh 

football coach.
NEBRASKA — Announced DE Ran-

dy Gregory will enter the NFL draft.
PENN STATE — Announced OT 

Donovan Smith will enter the NFL 
draft.

RUTGERS — Announced TE Tyler 
Kroft will enter the NFL draft.

Scoreboard

Courtesy photo

A week’s wait ...
The Howard College basketball season will resume in a matter of days. 
The HC women’s and men’s basketball teams will return to Western Junior 
College Athletic Conference play on Jan. 8 when they host rival South 
Plains in the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

Lady Steers 
fall to 
Floydada

The Big Spring 
High School Lady 
Steers’ outing in 
Lubbock came to an 
end on Tuesday af-
ternoon with a loss 
to Floydada in the 
consolation round 
of the Fuddruckers 
Caprock Classic.

With the loss, the 
BSHS girls finished 
the tournament with 
a 1-2 record.

Big Spring notches 
its lone win of the 
tournament early 
Tuesday by downing 
Kingdom Prep by a 
52-16 clip.

By Tommy Wells
Sports Editor

The Coahoma Bulldo-
gettes turned in a solid 
showing in the first two 
rounds of the Mary Tat-
um Invitational Basket-
ball Tournament in Big 
Lake. Unfortunately for 
the Bulldogettes, they 
didn’t get the chance to 
finish off the run.

After reaching the 
third-place game of the 
three-day tournament, 

the Bulldogettes’ final 
game against Ozona was 
cancelled due to a se-
vere winter storm that 
blanketed much of West 
Texas.

Coahoma opened the 
tournament with a stel-
lar effort on Monday. 
Backed by a game-high 
28 points from Julia Cas-
tilaw, the Bulldogettes 
raced to a 51-45 victory 
over the Fort Stockton 
Lady Prowlers.

In Tuesday’s semifinal 

showdown with Chris-
toval, the Coahoma of-
fense struggled to hit 
stride. The CHS girls 
managed less than 10 
shots from the field in 
the contest and dropped 
a tough 59-20 decision 
that sent them into the 
third-place matchup.

The Coahoma boys 
also  endured a tough 
outing on Tuesday, fall-
ing to Sonora in a conso-
lation semifinal match-
up.

Bulldogettes reach third round 
of Reagan County tournament

NEW YORK (AP) — Li-
ons defensive tackle Nda-
mukong Suh can play in 
Detroit’s wild-card game 
after his one-game NFL 
suspension was reduced 
to a $70,000 fine.

Hearing officer Ted Cot-
trell heard Suh’s expe-
dited appeal Tuesday and 
ruled that Suh can play 
Sunday at Dallas but must 
pay the fine.

Suh originally was sus-
pended for stepping on 
Packers quarterback Aar-
on Rodgers’ left leg twice 
last Sunday in a loss to 
Green Bay for the NFC 
North title. He stepped 
on Rodgers once with 
each foot, which violated 
unnecessary roughness 
rules, according to the 
league.

But Cottrell, jointly ap-
pointed by the NFL and 
the players’ union, re-
scinded the suspension.

The Lions said they 
would not comment until 
Wednesday, when Suh 
will be available at their 
training complex.

One Cowboys defensive 
player, end Jeremy Minc-
ey, seemed surprised by 
Cottrell’s decision.

“I didn’t understand 
that,” Mincey said. 
“You’ve got to play the 
game the right way. I’m 
not knocking him. I like 
his intensity. I love how 
hard he plays. But there 
comes a point where 
you’ve got to think before 
you react.”

Suh wins 
appeal, 
can play 
vs. Dallas

The Forsan Lady Buf-
faloes didn’t close out 
the Sands Basketball 
Tournament the way 
they had hoped on Tues-
day, dropping a 36-34 de-
cision to Tahoka.

FHS was led by Madi 
Roman’s nine points. 
Mary-Ashley McDaniel 
added seven.

Roman and McDaniel 
were both all-tourna-
ment selections.

Lady Buffs 
fall to Tahoka
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Lease Operator Trainee

263355

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting

applications for following position:

Administrative Assistant 0 Responsible for the day-to-day

 ")'*'-., .'+* +$ .&#��'-.,'!.1- %#*#, (� ")'*'-., .'/#

functions. Successful candidate must be a self starter, a team

player, and possess the ability to multi-task.

For additional information visit www.crmwd.org

263296

Help Wanted
ADMINISTRATIVE NURSE
needed at
Parkview Nursing and Rehab.
RN preferred but would 
consider LVN.
Long Term Care experience is 
also preferred but would 
consider someone who is 
organized and a fast learner.
MUST be a team player with a 
positive attitude and flexible 
with job duties.
***Excellent starting Pay
***Health Insurance available
Apply Online 
parkviewnursing.net or in Per-
son @ 3200 Parkway

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is currently hiring for a
2p-10p Charge Nurse.
We offer Competitive 
Pay, Benefits and a Great 
Family working environment!
You can apply on line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 

person at 3200 Parkway.

Help Wanted
DRIVERS

LOCAL DRIVER NEEDED
HOME DAILY!

$1500 Sign On Bonus
• Earn up to $22.00/hr + OT

• Work a 5 Day Week
• Day Shift Available

• Bonuses, benefits, and much 
MORE!

Must have 1 yr. T/T exp., 
Class A CDL w/ Hazmat

DUPRE
To apply call or go online with 

your 
3 year employment history

800-366-4910 EOE
Visit our website for all job list-

ings
www.DupreLogistics.com

TIRED OF the oilfield? Like 
Cars and Trucks? We've got 
the perfect job. We're looking 
for someone who can learn 
inventory systems and sales.
Job could be part-time or 
full-time. Please mail resume 
to PO Box 2950, Big Spring TX 
79720

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING CARPOOL 

AVAILABLE
COLORADO CITY CARPOOL 

AVAILABLE
LAMESA CARPOOL AVAILABLE

RNs – All Shifts
Job Posting # 252983
Earn up to $4408.55 per month 
(DOE)

LVNs – DAY & EVENING Shifts
Job Posting # 252975
Earn up to $2720.05 per month 
(DOE)

Psychiatric Nursing Assistants
Job Posting # 250720
Varied Shifts
Starting salary $1877.42 per month

Contact our Job Center for Job De-
scriptions
or to Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or
Complete an application online at
https://jobshrportal.cpa.texas.gov/E
NG/careerportal/
Once you have completed your ap-
plication
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

BLUE SKY Pipeline Services 
is looking for Experience Back 
Hoe Driver w CDL Big Spring, 
Colorado, & Sweetwater Area 
Medical Benefits Are Offered 
For more information please 
call 432-580-7332 For 
Application

CREW LEADERS and Crew 
Techs – Will Train. Vacation 
and Holiday Pay with 
opportunity for Advancement.
40+ hours/wk. Apply @ Blast 
Masters 1711 E Hwy 350

Help Wanted
CNA’S NEEDED for Sterling 
County Nursing Home
We offer medical, dental, 
&vision insurance plus 
retirement benefits,
competitive pay, shift 
differentials, & travel 
allowance. For more 
information call Brad Howard 
or Amanda Arispe at 
325-378-2134

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand 
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

HELENA CHEMICAL has 3 
openings for Warehouse, Me-
chanic, and CDL Driver, re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer excellent 
compensation and benefits. 
Please apply at Helena, 100 S. 
St. Peter, Stanton. Pre-employ-
ment drug screen required. 
EOE M/F/V/H

HIRING IMMEDIATELY
TOP NOTCH LANDSCAPING
is   hiring   for   all    positions! 
Experience preferred. Must 
Have Valid Drivers License 
Call (432)213-0031, Mon.-Fri. 
8-5.

KITCHEN HELP Needed.
Must be Neat in Appearance. 
Honest & Dependable. No ex-
perience necessary, will train. 
Inquire at WAGON WHEEL,
2010 Scurry St. No phone calls 
Please!

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Accepting applications for all 
Positions. Must be able to work 
weekends. Apply at 1102 West 
I-20. No phone calls please.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, 
cashiers, stockers. All Shifts. 
Apply at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is ALWAYS 
hiring Nurse Aides, both 
certified and non-certified. We 
are seeking individuals who 
want a rewarding career and 
want to make a difference in 
lives. If you are not already 
certified, we will help you 
obtain your certification . You 
can apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person at 3200 Parkway.    

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call 
(432)213-1186, (432)267-6027.

PLAZA INN currently accepting 
applications for housekeepers 
and front desk. Apply in person 
at 700 West I-20.  NO PHONE 
CALLS PLEASE!

RAINBOW CHRISTIAN
Preschool Is Hiring For a Full 
Time Caregiver/Teacher 
Experienced Preferred High 
School Diploma Required 
Come By 409 Goliad To Apply 

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for New Team Members. Full & 
Part time employees needed. 
Apply in person at any Shell 
Star Stop in Big Spring. Excel-
lent wages! Drug Free 
Environment.

Sterling County Nursing Home 
is now taking applications for 
cook, dishwasher and house-
keeper. We offer medical, den-
tal, and vision insurance and 
also have a great retirement 
benefit plus a travel allowance. 
For more information please 
call Amanda Arispe @ 
325-378-2134

Help Wanted
WANTED MACHINE Shop 
Help Must Be Dependable, 
Have Drivers License and 
Willing To Learn. Drug Test 
Rquired. Pick Up Application @ 
Karns & Son Machine 3411 
Jesse Road Big Spring

Items for Sale
SEASONED Oak FIREWOOD.
$360.00 Full Cord & $200.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call  512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
FOUND SMALL Black Dog @ 
Trinity Baptist Church Parking 
Lot Call 270-5398

Real Estate for Rent

OFFICE SUITE AVAILABLE. 
1512 Scurry Suite A Excellent 
Location Newly remodeled
Offices with reception area. 
$750.00 a month. Call 
432-263-5000 or 

432-213-1496.

1712 Gregg St. Prime Retail 
Location. 1800 sq. ft. $750.00 
a month. Call 432-263-5000 or 

432-213-1496.

1996 OAK Creek Mobile Home 
Fully Furnished - 2BD/2Bath 
Beautiful Inside, Large Porch 
and Carport Contact 
432-267-2846 If No Answer, 
Leave Message with Your 
Name & Phone Number

AFFORDABLE  COUNTRY
Living- OASIS RV Park has 
Spaces & Travel Trailers for 
Rent, also weekly rentals. Call 
432-517-0062 or 264-9907.

APARTMENT FOR Rent 
Coahoma Apartments 
$1,500/Month $1,000/Deposit 
Must Pay Electric & Water 
Credit Check Preferred Newly 
Remodeled w/New Appliances 
& Satellite Contact Leola 
432-816-1671

BRAND NEW 2 Bedroom 2 
Bath Duplex 1010 Nolan Ideal 
For Two Individuals Per Side
or Family Company is 
Welcomed $2000 Per Duplex 
$1000 Deposit Utilites Not 
Included 432-267-7449

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
space for lease. 123 Main St. 
Water furnished 1 year lease 
required, $1500 per month plus 
deposit. 263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker 

FOR RENT: 32ft Camper $300 
a wk. Lot Electricity and Water 
Included 432-257-7666

PRIVATE RV spot with storage 
shed in Sands ISD/Ackerly for 
lease. Call or text 
432-517-0468.

Real Estate for Rent
Corporate   Rental- Fully 
furnished (linens included), 
washer/dryer- 3/1 no utilities - 
$1350, with utilities - $1600.
Call 432-599-1778.

HOUSE FOR Rent:
414 Westover. 3bd/2bath 
house. $1300 mo/1300 
deposit. Please call 

432-213-1496.

OFFICE/SHOP/YARD FOR
lease in Ackerly. Call or text 
432-517-0468.

RENT/LEASE. 4 bdr. 1 bth. 4th 
bdr. is a new 22" x 10" x 11" 
room which can be a huge den. 
$2,000 plus $1,000 deposit. 1 
yr. lease required.  Call 
423-620-0803

Travel Trailers & Spaces for 
rent. Peaceful Country setting. 
Call Cindy at 432-213-0243 for 
trailers, or Brandy 
432-213-3608 for spaces.

Real Estate for Sale
20 ACRES Commercial 
Property For Sale Near  I-20 & 
Hwy 176 Big Spring 
432-270-3632

3219 CORNELL Ave. 3 
Bedroom 1.5 Bath CH/A For 
More Details Call 
432-263-1991

COLORADO CITY lake front 
house for sale. Furnished, with 
new appliances and leather. 
Ready to live in. $65,000 Cash 
sale only! Call or text 
432-517-0468. 

NEW YEAR New Home
Beautiful Tri-Level Corner Lot, 
3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Large 
Family Room. Call Home 
Realtors 432-263-1284 or 
Charles Smith 432-466-1613 
For More Details MLS#101465

Services Offered
LOCAL HANDYMAN/ re-mod-
eler available for repairs/pro-
jects.  We do it all, no job too 
big, or small. Call Curtis at 
(214)356-4390

Vehicles
1998 HONDA Accord, 40 Very 
Clean, 107,800 Mileage 
Contact 432-267-2846 If No 
Answer, Leave Message with 
Your Name & Phone Number

Legals
REVISION TO NOTICE ISSUED 
DECEMBER 28, 2014
Requests for Qualifications
Construction Manager-at-Risk
Templeton Construction Co., as 
Construction Manager Agent for 
Glasscock County, Garden City, 
TX, will be accepting Qualifications 
for Construction Manager-at-Risk 
on three projects for the County.
County Courthouse Annex
Jail and Sherriff’s Office
Courthouse 
Renovation/Rehabilitation
RFQ’s are due on or before 
January 21, 2015, 3:00pm. 
Gary McClure, Project Executive
c/o Judge Kim Halfmann
117 Currie Ave
Garden City, TX 79739
Qualifications will be opened 
January 21 at 3PM in the 
courtroom located on the second 
floor of the courthouse.
Please contact Gary McClure, 
Project Executive for more 
information and RFQ packet. 
325-656-9890.
#8572 December 31, 2014 & 
January 4, 2015

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 22

25
10
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING
Expert Plumbing and

Drain Cleaning Service
Now Offering

Electronic Leak Detection
And Sewer Camera

Inspection.
Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

23
34

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

CONCRETE

25
86

67

40 Years Plus Experience

Ortiz Concrete
Const.

Steel Buildings
Call:

 Domingo Ortiz
806-759-1036 / Cell

PHONE SERVICE

26
14

91

Small Business & Residential
Phone Wiring

Computer & Extension Lines

Stans Phone Lines
Wiring at Affordable Prices
432-213-3910

A.W. Stansel
36 Years Experience

5110 Wasson Rd. 
 Big Spring, TX 79720432-213-8722

23
35

51

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09

ROOFING

25
85

31

Timmy D's
Roofing

Free Estimate
Metal, Shingle, Flat Roofs

Specializing In Metal
Whole Roof or Patch Jobs
Also (Home Remodeling)

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

ROOFING

25
77

12

Johnny Flores
 Roofing &

Construction
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.

All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs.
Doctor of Repairs
Free Estimates!!
267-1110

432-466-1102

AVON

25
69

09AVON
Buy or Sell
K & Friends

Independent Reps
Call or Text Kim
at 432-664-6007

Email:roubison@aol.com
http://www.youravon.com

/kroubison

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

LAWN SERVICE

25
86

52

Big Spring
Lawn Care

Mowing, Weedeating,
Trimming, Edge The Yard

ALL OF YOUR 
LAWN CARE
270-7733

GLASS

3208 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720 (432) 466-3619

A & B Glass Company
Commercial/Residential

Locally Owned
Emergency Service Available 24/hr

258681

LAWN  SERVICE
25

21
28

OUTSIDE 
SPRING CLEAN-UP
 • Tree Trimming
• Yard Manicuring

• Light Hauling
• Water Hauling
Pat's Tree and
Yard Service

432-268-3318

MUSIC

258866(432) 714-4277

DID YOU KNOW?
There is a Music Shop

in the Mall?
Gary's B's Music

263222

ROOFING

26
23

85

LARRY'S ROOFING & TREE TRIMMING
Complete TREE Removal:

Roofing: Comp & Dimensional
Modify Roll Roofing For Flat Roofs, Patch Jobs

Over 30 Years Exp.
FREE Estimates

Owner: Larry Martin
432-270-8049

WELDING

26
06

12

Out West Services.
Certified Welder,

Welding, Fabrication & Repairs,
Oilfield maintenance,

Competitive rates,
Mobile & shop ready.

Call William @
 (432) 517-8407

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

266184

RS Home Repair

Call Randy
(432) 816-3030

Add On's, Baths,
Kitchens, Carports, 

Garages, Garage Doors, 
Remodeling, Painting  

And Etc.

LANDSCAPE

26
06

26

DURAN'S TREE
Service

Sod prepping, tilling,
 leveling, flower bed work, 

drt/rock available.

238-6770
Will travel.

TREE SERVICE

26
06

27

DURAN'S TREE
Service

Tree Removal Specialist. Minor/
Major trimming, stump removal, 

flower bed cleaned, hedges 
trimmed. Prices negotiable.

238-6770
Will travel.

LAWN SERVICE

26
24

77

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
Complete New Grass

Installation
Senior Discount

(432) 517-5554

AUTO PARTS
 

Since 1947 
 

Specialize in late model quality Pickup parts 
 
 

1511 HWY 350 ● (432) 263-5000 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 

 
Monday – Friday 8a.m. – 5:30p.m. 

 
 

A Modern Auto Dismantler 

26
24

49

CONSTRUCTION

26
05

96

Manny Ribera
Total Construction since 1981

native Midlander Class 
74 MHS.

Pool, remodels, water falls, total 
concrete & stamping, overlays, 

decorative stain, out door kitchens, 
stone, additions, buildings. 
Texture & total demoltion.

mRiberaConstruction.com
432-570-1955

ROOFING

26
05

95

White Roof Coatings 
seals all flat roofs, 

hold water 10 years
 guarantee.

By Manny Ribera
native Midlander est. 1981.

mRiberaConstruction.com

432-570-1955

LANDSCAPING
26

46
50

Moonridge
Landscaping

6305 E. Midway Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720

Tree Removal, Tree Trimming, 
Landscape, Small Home 

Repair, Hauling.

(432) 213-8338
(512) 800-0809

OR
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Cosmic
Countdown

The Taurus moon has a
healthy appetite for life
and all that sustains it.
This one
isn't known
for powers
of self-
discipline,
so
definitely
make plans
for the
most
indulgent
scenario --
i.e., buy
extra food
if you're hosting and
bring cab fare if you're
out. Late evening features
a lucky lunar angle to
Mercury. The real party
happens after hours. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Roles shift, tables
turn. The one who likes
taking care of you may
need care this time, so be
willing to change places.
Learning how to make
people happy is never a
waste of time.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). In relationships,
ignorance is not bliss.
Find out about the other
person. Ask everything
you've been curious to
know. Find the "why."
Once you understand the
"why," you can change
the "how." 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Your senses will be
heightened today, and
you'll be especially tuned
in to the chemistry you
have with others. It will
be lucky to express your
physical self through
dance, athletics or
massage. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). A person who seems
to have all the time in the
world will want to use up
your time, too. Draw the
line with bored friends,
and you'll be helping
them find their purpose.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Be careful not to squash
imaginations or impose
your own views on
someone impressionable.
Children and elders are

the ones with the most
creativity now, and you
will be enriched by their
contributions. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). A tinge of jealousy is
just enough to motivate
you, so long as you have
the emotional discipline
not to let it take over
your life. On the
romantic front, be careful
not to send mixed
messages. Direct
messages land most
pleasingly. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). To catch people doing
good and to talk about it
in attention-captivating
ways is a far superior
hobby to complaining.
Your new goal is to go as
long as you can without
uttering a negative word. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Usually, it takes
courage to go against the
popular opinion, but your
convictions are so strong
now that you wouldn't
even consider letting
them go unexpressed.
You're fearless. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Friendliness
is one of the simplest and
most appreciated values
of the night. You'll be
appreciated for your
warmth and inclusion.
You are the one who gets
the party started. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). When the rules
of the game keep
changing, it's a sign that
it's time to make up your
own rules. Include fun,
reward and celebration,
or you won't want to
abide by them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). As a child, it
seems that parents are in
a different stratosphere of
existence. But as you get
older, 20 years or so
doesn't seem like such a
long time between people.
Anyway, you'll bridge
such generational gaps
tonight.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). A lack of funds will
be a blessing, inviting
better communication
and higher levels of
creativity to surface.
What you express from
your heart will draw
others close to you. 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 31). It's your year of
attracting just what you
need. Resources open up
in January, so you'll have
money, time and
creativity to apply to
your ambitions. A
supportive relationship
will cheer you on. Singles

fall in love in April.
Couples embark on
exciting joint ventures.
June will change the way
you do business.
Sagittarius and Cancer
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 41, 2,
24, 38 and 47. 

FIRST KISS OF 2015:
If you already have a set
of lips designated for the
event, disregard the
advice. But for those
adventurous singles who
still haven't decided on
the issue of whether or
who to kiss, here's an
astrological suggestion.
ARIES: A fiery Leo will
match your intensity and
then some! TAURUS:
Capricorn is a class act
who has fun breaking the
cordial tone once in a
while to do something
zany. GEMINI: You will
be able to hear the music
of your heart when you
lock lips with a Libra.
CANCER: You're in your
element with the full
moon in your sign, and
fellow water sign Scorpio
really gets you tonight.
LEO: Aries will have just
the playful attitude you'll
be looking for tonight.
VIRGO: Aquarius gives
you a run for your
money, and you love the
challenge. LIBRA:
Gemini's friendly charm
is so appealing.
SCORPIO: Cancer is
stunningly attractive and
very much the man or
woman of the hour.
SAGITTARIUS: Pisces
provides a soulful
moment through parted
lips! CAPRICORN:
Sensual Taurus holds
magic in that pucker.
AQUARIUS: Virgo's kiss
is simultaneously
exhilarating and sweet.
PISCES: Electricity flies
when you kiss a
Sagittarius.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Global
superstar Psy has had
more YouTube hits for
his video of "Gangnam
Style" than YouTube was
prepared to count. This
bodes well for his latest
single "Hangover,"
featuring Snoop Dogg.
Psy was born when the
sun and Venus were both
in Capricorn, the sign of
ambition and business
savvy. His driving planet
Mars is in the sign of
Leo, the entertainer. 

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to

www.creators.com and click on
"Write the Author" on the

Holiday Mathis page, or you
may send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read her

past columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at

www.creators.com.

© 2014 CREATORS.COM

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

Dear Annie: I have
relatives coming to visit
later this month. A week
ago, I received a list of
necessities for
their visit.
Some seem
reasonable for
young
children: cribs,
high chairs
and childproof
cabinets. But
some seem
rude and
presumptuous:
a grocery list
of 20 organic
items
(including
peeled shrimp
and smoked
salmon) and
individual bedrooms for
the children. 

Of course, I will adhere
to requests that keep
children safe and
comfortable, but I don't
feel I need to
accommodate their food
preferences. There are no

allergies here. They just
prefer organic
everything. I do not plan
on purchasing the things

they have
asked for and
would like to
give them an
earful on
their lack of
graciousness.
They are,
after all,
guests. But I
know that is
not a good
idea. 

Please give
me some
advice on
how to
respond
when they

find their demands are
not met. -- Anonymous 

Dear Anonymous:
Notify them in advance
that you have
childproofed your home
but cannot accommodate
their more exotic

requests. Let them know
where they can purchase
their organic food and
say you'll make room in
your fridge and cabinets
for them. If you are
feeling particularly
peevish, you could also
send them a list of local
hotels and motels, saying
you're doing the best you
can but will certainly
understand if they think
they'll be more
comfortable elsewhere. Be
extremely nice about it,
but stick to your guns.

Dear Annie: I read
your response to
"Disgusted with My Sister
in Texas," whose mother
and sister had an
argument that resulted in
Sis taking away the car
that Mom had been
making payments on. I
agree with you that legal
action should be a last
resort in this issue, and
I'm glad you suggested
that someone impartial

mediate.
Mediation is an

informal process where a
neutral and impartial
mediator facilitates two
or more disputing parties
in coming to a mutually
agreed-upon resolution.
The beauty of mediation
is that the two parties are
the decision makers and
the trained and certified
mediator helps them dig
below the surface to
identify their true
interests: "why" they have
taken their opposing
positions on an issue.
More often than not, the
two parties find that their
interests are not that far
apart and, with the help
of the mediator, arrive at
a resolution. 

There are several
routes to mediation, and
the laws and procedures
are different in each
state, but there are
attorneys who are
mediators or who work
with private mediators

who can be of assistance.
Additionally, the local
courthouse staff may be
able to assist the parties
in procuring mediation
for small-claims cases or
higher (the dollar amount
varies by state). 

I highly recommend
mediation because it is
less expensive and less
time consuming, and the
individuals make the
decision rather than a
judge who will rule by
statute. Of course, if they
cannot resolve the issue
through mediation, they
still have litigation as the
last resort. -- W. 

Dear W.: Thank you
for suggesting
professional mediation as
a way of working through
these disagreements
without resorting to a
lawsuit. People are too
quick to sue when simply
talking it out and
reaching a compromise
often creates a solution

without additional ill
will.

Dear Annie: I had a
similar experience to that
of "Proud Grandma,"
whose childless daughter
criticizes the way her
siblings raise their kids. 

After hearing one too
many criticisms, I finally
came back with, "I hope,
when you have children,
they are as good as you
think mine ought to be!"
My sibling was hurt, but
it didn't happen so often
afterward. -- L. 

Annie's Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy

Sugar, longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column. Please

email your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or

write to: Annie's Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd

Street, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254.
To find out more about Annie's
Mailbox and read features by

other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the

Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2014 CREATORS.COM
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sudoku
ANSWERS

The “I’ll Just Have One More” Martini

3 oz. gin or vodka
1/2 oz. dry vermouth
3 olives
1 automobile
1 long day
1 diminishing attention span
1 too many

Combine ingredients. Drink. Repeat.
Mix with sharp turn, telephone pole.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.



Today is Wednesday, 
Dec. 31, the 365th and 
final day of 2014.
Today’s Highlight in 
History:
On Dec. 31, 1904, New 
York’s Times Square 
saw its first New Year’s 
Eve celebration, with 
an estimated 200,000 
people in attendance.
On this date:
In 1514, physician 
Andreas Vesalius, who 
wrote and illustrated 
the first comprehen-
sive books on human 
anatomy, was born in 
Brussels.
In 1775, during the 
Revolutionary War, 

the British repulsed an 
attack by Continental 
Army generals Rich-
ard Montgomery and 
Benedict Arnold at 
Quebec; Montgomery 
was killed.
In 1879, Thomas 
Edison first publicly 
demonstrated his elec-
tric incandescent light 
in Menlo Park, New 
Jersey.
In 1909, the Manhat-
tan Bridge, spanning 
the East River between 
Manhattan and Brook-
lyn, was officially 
opened to vehicular 
traffic.
In 1946, President 
Harry S. Truman of-
ficially proclaimed the 
end of hostilities in 
World War II.
In 1951, the Marshall 

Plan expired after dis-
tributing more than $12 
billion in foreign aid.
In 1969, Joseph A. 
Yablonski, an unsuc-
cessful candidate for 
the presidency of the 
United Mine Workers 
of America, was shot 
to death with his wife 
and daughter in their 
Clarksville, Pennsyl-
vania, home by hitmen 
acting at the orders of 
UMWA president Tony 
Boyle.
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	KMID	 #
	 Midland
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	KPEJ	 %
	 Odessa

	KOSA	_
	 Odessa

	KTLE	 (
	 Telemundo

	KWES	)
	 Midland

	WTBS	+
	 Atlanta

	KMLM	,
	 Odessa

	KPBT	`
	 Odessa

	KWWT	.
	 Odessa

	DISC	 4
	 Discovery

	AMC	 5
	 Classics

	SPIKE	6
	 Spike	TV

	TNT	 7
	 Atlanta

	BET	 :
	 Black	Ent.

	DISN	 ;
	 Disney

	ESPN2	<
	 Sports

	ESPN	=
	 Sports

		  :AM	
	 5	 :30

Morning Tu Día 
Alegre (SS)

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

Newswest 9 Full H’se 1st Fruits (Off Air) Petticoat Paid Paid Paid Smallville BET Inspira-
tion

Jake and the 
Pirates

Mike & Mike SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Rules Rik Hillbillies Paid Paid Paid

		  :AM	
	 6	 :30

¡Despi-
erta América! 
(SS)

Feldick Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Married Yohanan Clifford D. Reed Paid Paid Paid Charmed Doc SportsCenter 
Robison Married Upd Martha Lucy Paid Paid Paid Paid Doc 

		  :AM	
	 7	 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland CBS This 
Morning 

Today Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Curious Beaver J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Nellyville Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Movie:	

Cowboys & 
Aliens, Olivia 
Wilde	(DVS)

Curious Beaver Supernat. Paid Paid Sofia

		  :AM	
	 8	 :30

Prince Caillou Daniel 
Boone

Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Charmed Nellyville Good SportsCenter 
Paid Tiger Cops Good 

		  :AM	
	 9	 :30

The 700 
Club 

Divorce Live With 
Kelly

De’siónes BAS Sesame 
Street

Perry Mason Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Movie:	The 
Mechanic	

Nellyville Good First Take SportsCenter 
Divorce Beverly Hills 

Chihuahua 3:
HaYesod Cops Liv-Mad.

		  :AM	
	 10	:30

The View Como Dice 
el Dicho

Judge Mathis The Price Is 
Right

Funny Home 
Videos

Enarson Dinosaur Dragnet Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

Liv-Mad. SportsCenter Champion-
ship DriveHouse Dinosaur Dragnet Jail (:45) Movie:	

The Fast and 
the Furious

Liv-Mad.

		  :AM	
	 11	:30

Paid Teresa (SS) The People’s 
Court

Young & 
Restless

Pelicula:	
Push, 
Camilla Belle	
(SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Cleveland Justice Peg The Rock-
ford Files

Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Dog SportsCenter 
Paid Cleveland Sala Cat in the Cops Dog College 

Football: 
Chick-fil-A 
Peach Bowl 
-- Mississippi 
vs. Texas 
Christian.

		  :PM	
	 12	:30

The Chew Hoy (SS) The Real News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Super Gunsmoke Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

Dog College 
BasketballBold American Called Sid Jail (:45) Movie:	

Fast & Furi-
ous	 (DVS)

Dog

		  :PM	
	 1	 :30

General 
Hospital

Rosa de 
Guadalupe

Judge Mathis The Talk Suelta la 
Sopa (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

American Israel Crafts Bonanza Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Cops Jessie
Fam. Guy Rocks Liv’g Cops Jessie

		  :PM	
	 2	 :30

Rachael Ray Quiero Am-
arte (SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Lo Mejor The Doctors King Light of the 
Southwest

Feel Rifleman Dual Survival The Walking 
Dead

Police 
Videos

Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

Jessie SportsCenter 
King Woods. Rifleman (:45) Movie:	

Clash of the 
Titans

Girl 

		  :PM	
	 3	 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Hot Meredith 
Vieira

María Ce-
leste

Dr. Phil Friends Arthur Adam-12 Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Police 
Videos

Girl SportsCenter (:10) Vizio 
Fiesta Bowl: 
Arizona vs. 
Boise State.

Justice Hot Friends Odd Adam-12 Girl 

		  :PM	
	 4	 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Middle CBS7 Caso News Friends Davey Wild Kratt Emergency! Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

Star New 
Year

College 
BasketballJdg Judy Middle CBS 7 Caso Inside Ed. Friends Dr. Young News Cops (:45) Movie:	

300, David 
Wenham	 
(DVS)

		  :PM	
	 5	 :30

News P. Luche Two Men News Tele News Seinfeld With Schol-
ars

Scully CHiPs Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Liv-Mad.
ABC Notic. Two Men CBS Noticiero News Seinfeld Permian Jail High School 

Musical 3: 
Senior Year	

		  :PM	
	 6	 :30

Jeopardy! Premio Lo 
Nuestro

Big Bang News Caso Cer-
rado

Newswest 9 
at 6P

Seinfeld Mani PBS News-
Hour 

M*A*S*H Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

SportsCenter 
Wheel Big Bang Ent Seinfeld House M*A*S*H Jail Pregame

		  :PM	
	 7	 :30

Dick Clark’s 
Primetime 
New Year’s

¡Feliz 2015! Pitbull’s 
New Year’s 
Revolution 

Blue Bloods Premios 
Billboard de 
la Música 
Latina (SS)

A Toast to 
2014! 

Fam. Guy Upd Live From 
Lincoln 
Center 

Griffith Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Movie:	The 
Expendables	 
(DVS)

30 for 30 (:10) Capital 
One Orange 
Bowl: Geor-
gia Tech vs. 
Mississippi 
State.

Big Bang Dollars Griffith Cops Movie:	
Zapped			  :PM	

	 8	 :30
Criminal 
Minds

Big Bang Light of the 
Southwest

Heroes Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Top 100 
Videos of 
2014 

Big Bang Gilligan Cops Champs

		  :PM	
	 9	 :30

Dick Clark Mod Fam Stalker New Year’s Big Bang Feinstein-
Year

F Troop Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Movie:	Red, 
John Malkov-
ich	 (DVS)

(:15) Movie:	
How to Build 
a Better Boy

30 for 30
Mod Fam Big Bang F Troop Cops 

		  :PM	
	 10	:30

News Cleveland News Tele News Conan Rik Charlie Rose Cheers Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops 106 & Party: 
New Year’s 
Eve 2014 

SportCtr
Dick Clark’s 
New Year’s

Cleveland Letterman Titulares New Year’s HaYesod Perry Mason Cops Cartoons Postgame

		  :PM	
	 11	:30

Pitbull’s 
New Year’s 
Revolution

Pelicula:	El 
Barrendero, 
Evita Muñoz	
(SS)

Cougar Chevalme T. Smiley Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Police 
Videos

Law & Order So Raven Sport Sci. (10:50) 
SportsCenter Ferguson Tonight 

Show
Conan McDonald T. Smiley Dragnet So Raven NBA

		  :AM	
	 12	:30

Dick Clark’s Upd (Off Air) Gallery Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Cops Law & Order 106 & Party: 
New Year’s 
Eve 2014 

Lizzie College 
Football: 
Foster Farms 
Bowl

Friends Insider Seth Meyers Cougar Zola Lev. Gallery Cops Lizzie

		  :AM	
	 1	 :30

Paid Law & Order: 
SVU

Ent Pagado Movie:	
Cowboys & 
Aliens, Olivia 
Wilde	(DVS)

Light of the 
Southwest

Ironside Naked and 
Afraid

The Walking 
Dead

Jail Law & Order Cory
Paid Paid Pagado Daly Jail Cory

		  :AM	
	 2	 :30

(:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Como Dice 
el Dicho

Paid (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Route 66 Popoff The Walking 
Dead

Jail Law & Order Queen 
Latifah

Stevens SportsCenter Capital One 
Orange BowlFam. Guy Pelicula:	

Feliz Año, 
Amor Mío

Paid Jail Stevens

		  :AM	
	 3	 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

How I Met TBA Sala Naked City Paid The Walking 
Dead

Knife Show/
Cutlery 
Corner 

Law & Order Inspir. Kim Poss SportsCenter 
How I Met Early Tdy Married Chevalme Paid Popoff Kim Poss

		  :AM	
	 4	 :30

Morning Impacto TMZ Pagado Early Tdy Married With Schol-
ars

Abbott Paid The Walking 
Dead

Smallville Inspir. Lilo/Stitch SportsCenter SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Paid Pagado Early Tdy Married Petticoat Paid Popoff Lilo/Stitch

WEDNESDAY	 DEC.	31

® 2014 The Associated Press.
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