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Faith Parum tends to her goat entries Wednesday morning. Area youth gathered with their
animals at the HC Broughton Ag Complex for the Howard County Junior Stock Show. The
show began Wednesday and will conclude Saturday.

Govu’t: Most school discipline
should not wind up in court

KIMBERLY HEFLING
AP Education Writer

WASHINGTON The
Obama administration on
Wednesday pressed the na-
tion’s schools to abandon
what it described as overly
zealous discipline policies
that send students to court
instead of the principal’s

[m] & [m]
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office. Even before the an-
nouncement, school districts
around the country have
been taking action to adjust
the policies that dispropor-
tionately affect minority stu-
dents.

Attorney General Eric
Holder said problems often
stem from well intentioned
“zero-tolerance” policies

that can inject the criminal
justice system into school
matters.

“Aroutine school disciplin-
ary infraction should land a
student in the principal’s of-
fice, not in a police precinct,”
Holder said.

But it’s about race, too,

See SCHOOL, Page 3

Junior high science fair
ceremony siated Friday
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Big Spring Junior High
School students will show off
several weeks of work as the
school’s science fair is set for
Friday.

An award ceremony will
be held at 2 p.m. in the cafe-
teria where it’s possible that
the top three projects in each
category will qualify for the

Regional Science Fair to be
held Feb. 14-15 at the Univer-
sity of Texas Permian Basin.

Nine students have spent
time setting up and and test-
ing experiments in several
different areas of science,
including behavior, space,
environmental, health and
science and more. Judging
for the one-day event begins
Friday morning.

Glasscock show schedule

Herald Staff Report

GARDEN CITY The
Glassock County 77" annual
Junior Livestock Show
begins Friday morning in
Glassock County Community
Center.

The full schedule of the two-
day event is as follows:

Friday
Swine show, 9 a.m.

Steer show, immediately
following the swine show

Rabbit show, immediately
following the steer show

Saturday
Sheep show, 8 a.m.
Goat show, immediately

following the sheep show
Pig scramble, 11 a.m.
Meal, 12 p.m.
Premium sale,1 p.m.
Photographs, 1 p.m.

By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

The results of the annual
canned food drive conducted
by area public schools was a
welcome sight to local Salva-
tion Army officials
and it is helping to
replenish the pan-
— try shelves after a
! successful Christ-
mas season.

“We had a re-
ally successful
can drive this
year with all of
the schools that
participated,” said Salvation
Army Lt. Jeremiah Romack.
“They did a really good job.
Right now we are restocking
our shelves.

“The pantry is looking re-
ally good. They did a phenom-
enal job.”

In his first year leading the
local Salvation Army along
with his wife, Romack said
they are thankful to the pub-
lic for helping the charity
have a successful 2013 Christ-
mas drive.

“We would like to thank
the public for the response

Romack

and donations to our kettles
and Angel Tree program,”
he said. “The community re-
ally stepped up this year, and
we are really appreciative of
what they did. For the folks
who partnered with us and
helped us make a successful
Christmas, we want to say
thank you.”

But there are still needs in
the community.

Extremely cold tempera-
tures in the area have prompt-
ed many calls to the charity
from people requesting space
heaters to help combat the in-
clement weather.

“We’ve had people calling
on a daily basis asking about
heaters,” Romack said, who
added that electrical heaters
would be ideal for those who
wish to donate to help fill the
need.

For those would like to do-
nate, heaters or coats can be
brought the Salvation Army’s
main office located 811 West
Eighth St.

Contact Lyndel Moody at ci-
tydesk@bigspringherald.com
or by 263-7331, ext. 234.

Man, Woman of Year
nominations being
accepted at chamber

By ANDREIA MEDLIN
Staff Writer

There are still a couple of
weeks before the deadline,
but chamber members want-
ing to nominate someone for
Man and Woman
of the year need to
be giving it some
serious thought.

The Big Spring
Area Chamber of
Commerce 2013
Banquet is slated
for Monday, Feb.
3 and nominations
are needed by Jan.
21, according to Executive Di-
rector Debbye ValVerde.

Nominations must be made
by a chamber member in good
standing. The entries then
go before a committee that
chooses the winners. Nomi-
nees for Man and Woman
of the year do not have to be
Chamber members, however.
“They can be anybody in the
community,” said ValVerde.
“But they don’t have to be
members of the Chamber.”

Last year’s winners were
Gloria McDonald and How-
ard Stewart.

X

ValVerde

No detail will be overlooked, Let Us Help.

To make a nomination, a
Chamber member must ad-
here to the following proce-
dure:

* Nominators must submit
their information in writ-
ing on a form provided and
approved by the selection
committee to include the rel-
evant information about the
nominee. To prevent the pro-
cess from being a “popularity
contest,” the committee will
base its decision on the infor-
mation provided in the nomi-
nation submitted, not on the
personal knowledge they may
or may not have of the nomi-
nee.

e« Nominators must sub-
mit their name, address and
phone number in case the
selection committee should
need additional information.

* The selection will be made
on the basis of all around con-
tributions to the community,
not just for extraordinary
performance in the individu-
al’s business or employment.
The nominee should have
a consistant track record of

See AWARDS, Page 3
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Howard A. Stevens

Howard A. Stevens, 79, of Big Spring,Texas died
Monday Jan. 6, 2014, at Scenic Mountain Medical
Center. Vigil services will be 7 p.m. Wednesday at
Myers & Smith Chapel. Funeral Mass will be 10:30
a.m. Thursday at Holy Trinity

Catholic Church with MSGR
Bernard L Gully officiating.
Burial will follow at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.

He was born Dec. 16, 1934, to

Edith and Harry Stevens in
Sweetwater, Texas. He had been
in the community since 1956. He
married Karen Terry Nov. 5, 1956
in Lamesa, Texas. He was a mem-
ber of Holy Trinity Catholic
Church. He served in the United
States Army in the Missle Battalian in Norfolk, Va.
from 1954 to 1956. After leaving active duty he
began working for Cosden Refinery where he
retired after 33 years as a unit operator. After his
retirement, he continued working his business of
sewing machine sales and servicing.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years Karen
Stevens; five sons, Gary Stevens of Kitchener,
Ontario, Canada, Dale Stevens of Allen, Texas,
Michael Stevens of Tucson, Christopher Stevens of
Arlington, Texas, Thomas Stevens of Big Spring;
two daughters, Sherry Rentmeesters of Fort Worth,
Texas and Kathy Stevens of Aurora, Colo.; one
brother, Paul Stevens of Sweetwater; nine grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents he is preceded in death
by two brothers and one sister. Arrangements are
by Myers & Smith Funeral Home and Chapel.
Please pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid Obituary

Larry Bob Conway

Larry Bob Conway, 64, of Big Spring, died
Monday, Jan. 6, 2014 in a local hospital. The family
willreceivefriendsfrom10a.m.to1la.m. Thursday,
Jan. 9, 2014, at the parlor at First United Methodist
Church. Memorial services will follow at 11 a.m. in
the sanctuary at First United
Methodist Church with the Rev.
Bill Ivins and the Rev. Ed
Williamson officiating.

He was born Sept. 24, 1949, in
Big Spring, Texas and married
Linda Tune Dec. 31, 1986, in
Silverton, Colo.

Larry graduated from Big Spring
High School in 1968 and attended
Howard College. He worked as a
pipeliner for QIS for 27 years. He
enjoyed hunting, golfing and fish-

ing.

Survivors include his wife, Linda Conway, Big
Spring; one sister, Karen McCuistion and husband,
Ernie of Waco, Texas; two nieces, Christina and
Brent DeOrnelas of Waco and Michelle and Tim
Flores of Huntsville, Ala.; three great-nephews,
Noah Flores, Nathanael DeOrnelas and Ethan
DeOrnelas; his father-in-law and mother-in-law,
Bill and Mary Tune; and a brother-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law, Tommy and Donna Tune, all of Big
Spring.

He was preceded in death by his parents, L.B. and
Juanita Conway; his step-son, Larry Don Harp; and
a nephew, Ehren Tune.

Thefamily suggests memorials to ETLD Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Howard College, 1001 Birdwell
Lane, Big Spring, Texas 79720 or to Food2Kids at
First United Methodist Church, 400 Scurry, Big
Spring, Texas 79720.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences may be made at www.
npwelch.com

Lucia G. Manzanarez

Lucia G. Manzanarez, 83, of Big Spring, Texas,
died Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2014, at her residence. Vigil
services will be at 7 p.m. Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral Mass will be at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church with burial at Mount
Olive Memorial Park. Arrangements are by Myers
& Smith Funeral Home. Pay your respects online
at www.myersandsmith.com

James David Yater

James David Yater, 74, of Irving, Texas, formerly
of Big Spring, Texas, died Saturday, Jan. 4, 2014, in
an Irving hospital. Funeral services will be held at
2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014, at the Nalley-Pickle
& Welch Rosewood Chapel in Big Spring with the
Rev. Mel Hardin officiating.
Interment will follow at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park in Big Spring.

He was born July 6, 1939, in
Ingram, Texas, and married Kay
Leatherwood May 26, 1962, in Big
Spring, Texas.

David graduated from Big
Spring High School and then
attended Arlington State College.
He worked for Texas Electric for

42 years, retiring in 1999.

He was a Baptist and a member of Staked Plains
Lodge 598 A.F. & A.M. in Big Spring and the Moslah
Shriners and served as a Shrine Clown.

Survivors include his wife, Kay Yater of Irving;
one brother, Wesley Yater of Big Spring; three
nieces and nephews, John, Shayne and Shelia and
six godchildren, Steve, Kathy, Darcy, Sherrie,
Sharon and Debi.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Leland
and Sadie Yater; and one brother, Billy Yater.

The family suggests memorials to the Shriners
Childrens Hospital, www.shrinershqg.org or to the
ASPCA, www.aspca.org/donate.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences may be made at www.
npwelch.com

Zirah LeFevre Bednar

Zirah LeFevre Bednar, 95, formerly of Big Spring,
died Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014, in a George West
nursing home. Her services are pending with
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory.

Cosme Ramirez

Cosme Ramirez, 74, of Big Spring died Wednesday.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7
a.m. today:

* CARLA E. MOSLEY, 55, of 1001 E. 13®* St., was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of driving while
intoxicated third or more offense.

« ROSA DEJESUS GUSMAN, 30, of 1014 Stadium,
was arrested Tuesday on a warrant for fail to
appear - three counts and no drivers license when
unlicensed.

« HUGO LIONEL TORRES, 33, of 3409 Ave. 0 apt.
36, Snyder, Texas, was arrested Wednesday on a
charge of driving while license suspended/invalid
previous conviction.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported at the 1400
block of Harding.

« THEFT was reported at the 200 block of West
FM 700, the 300 block of Owens, the 1200 block of S.
Gregg, the intersection of N. Highway 87 and FM
700 and the 2000 block of S. Gregg.

« DRAG RACING/WRECKLESS DRIVING was
reported at Rural Route 33.

« MINOR ACCIDENT was reported at the 500
block of S. Birdwell.

The Howard County Sheriff’s office reported the
following activity:

Note - Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 63 inmates at the time of this
report.

« CARLA MOSELY was booked by BSPD on a
charge of driving while intoxicated third or more
offense.

* ROSA DEJESUS GUSMAN was booked by
BSPD on charges of failure to appear — three counts
and no drivers license.

« HUGO LIONEL TORRES was booked by HCSO
on charges of driving while license invalid with
previous conviction/suspension without final reso-
lution.
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70/44
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Area Cities

Abilene 66 37 rain Kingsville 79 55 ptsunny
Amarillo 54 28 ptsunny  Livingston 70 47 t-storm
Austin 69 43 rain Longview 65 42 rain
Beaumont 66 56 t-storm Lubbock 62 30 ptsunny
Brownsville 77 60 mstsunny Lufkin 70 46 t-storm
Brownwood 67 38 rain Midland 66 37 ptsunny
Corpus Christi 73 56 ptsunny  Raymondville 79 57 mst sunny
Corsicana 64 38 rain Rosenberg 71 54 t-storm
Dallas 64 38 rain San Antonio 70 44 rain

Del Rio 71 41 ptsunny  San Marcos 70 43 t-storm
El Paso 62 34 sunny Sulphur Springs 64 39 rain
Fort Stockton 67 40 windy Sweetwater 67 36 ptsunny
Gainesville 60 34 rain Tyler 66 41 rain
Greenville 61 35 rain Weatherford 61 34 rain
Houston 71 54 t-storm Wichita Falls 61 33 rain
National Cities

Atlanta 49 44 rain Minneapolis 34 22 cloudy
Boston 39 32 mixed New York 41 38 mixed
Chicago 38 35 rain Phoenix 66 43 sunny
Dallas 64 38 rain San Francisco 60 45 ptsunny
Denver 41 30 mstsunny Seattle 46 44 rain
Houston 71 54 t-storm St. Louis 47 37 rain
Los Angeles 67 46 mstsunny Washington, DC 41 39 mixed
Miami 82 72 rain

Moon Phases

First Full Last
Jan 8 Jan 16 Jan 24

New
Jan 30

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:
« MEDICAL call was reported at the 1800 block of
North Highway 87. One patient transported to
Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
« MEDICAL call reported at the 800 block of Marcy.
One patient transported to SMMC.
« MEDICAL call reported at the 1800 block of North
Highway 87. One patient transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL call reported at the 1000 block of
Stadium. One patient transported to SMMC.
« MEDICAL call reported at the 3300 block of West
Highway 80. One patient transported to SMMC.

In Wednesday’s edition of the Big Spring Her-
ald, the names of three individuals were listed in
the Police Beat — Sebastian Ortiz, Daniel Eliah
Blackwell, Thomas Rodriguez. It is not the Her-
ald’s policy to run names of juveniles. The Her-
ald regrets the error.
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accomplishments rath-
er than being honored
for a single act of merit;
although a single con-

tribution or achieve-
ment is not ruled out if
it is of sufficient impor-
tance.

e Those currently
holding a political office
are not be eligible nomi-
nation.

The selected honorees

Thursdaz, Januarz 9, 2014 LOCAL/W'RE

will be announced at the
banquet which will be
held at the Dorothy Gar-
rett Coliseum at 7 p.m.
Other announcements
will also be made, ac-
cording to ValVerde.
“We’ll be thanking
Jim Clements (out-

going Chamber presi-
dent) for a great 2013,”
Valverde said. “We’ll
also be honoring our
new president, Bruce
Schooler, as well as our
new board members.”
Tables are available
for purchase at $130 for

members to promote
their business and en-
tice people to sit at that
table, said ValVerde.
“The banquet is a lot
of fun,” Valverde said.
“For me, the best part
is seeing the expression
on their faces when they

3

win. But we really need
nominations so that we
can move forward.”

For more information
call the Chamber at 263-
7641 or visit the website
at bigspringchamber.
com

SCHOOL

Continued from Page 1

the government said in
a letter accompanying
the new guidelines it
issued Wednesday.

“Inourinvestigations,
we have found cases
where African-Ameri-
can students were dis-
ciplined more harshly
and more frequently be-
cause of their race than
similarly situated white
students,” the Justice
Department and Edu-
cation Department said
in the letter to school
districts. “In short, ra-
cial discrimination in
school discipline is a
real problem.”

The guidelines are
not the first administra-
tion action regarding
tough-on-crime laws or
policies of the 1980s and
‘90s that have lost sup-
port more broadly since
then. Holder announced
last summer that he was
instructing federal pros-
ecutors to stop charg-
ing nonviolent drug
offenders with crimes
that carry mandatory
minimum sentences, a
change affecting crack
cocaine sentences that
have disproportionate-
ly affected minorities.
And just before Christ-
mas, President Barack
Obama commuted the
sentences of eight peo-
ple serving long drug
sentences.

The federal school dis-
cipline recommenda-
tions are nonbinding.
They encourage schools
to ensure that all school
personnel are trained
in classroom manage-
ment, conflict resolu-
tion and approaches to
de-escalate classroom

disruptions — and un-
derstand that they are
responsible for admin-
istering routine student
discipline instead of se-
curity or police officers.

Still, Education Sec-
retary Arne Duncan
has acknowledged the
challenge is finding the
proper balance to keep
schools safe and order-
ly.

The administration
said that it would at-
tempt to work out vol-
untary settlements if
school disciplinary pol-
icies are found to vio-
late federal civil rights
laws.

That happened in Me-
ridian, Miss., where
the Justice Department
spearheaded a settle-
ment with the school
district to end discrim-
inatory disciplinary
practices. The black
students in the district
were facing harsher
punishment than white
students for similar
misbehavior.

Absent a voluntary
agreement, the depart-
ment could go to court
to provide relief for indi-
vidual students, among
other things.

Zero-tolerance  poli-
cies became popular in
the 1990s and often have
been accompanied by a
greater police presence
in schools. The policies
often spell out uniform
and swift punishment
for offenses such as tru-
ancy, smoking or carry-
ing a weapon. Violators
can lose classroom time
or even end up with a
criminal record.

In Akron, Ohio, Su-
perintendent David
W. James said a recent
analysis found higher
percentages of black
students being disci-

plined in almost every
category. He said he’s
been criticized for not
suspending African-
American kids seen
by teachers as a threat
where he didn’t think
action was warranted.

James said he hopes
the administration’s ef-
fort will provide lever-
age for districts with
parents, teachers and
communities.

“If we’re supposed to
be here for these Kkids,
what we want to try to
do is work with them to
find alternatives, to re-
ally drill down and find
out what it is we’re do-
ing that’s not meeting
their needs,” he said.

In many parts of the
country, there already
has been a shift toward
recognizing that school
discipline polices can be
discriminatory, said Ju-
dith Browne Dianis, co-
director of the Advance-
ment Project, a think
tank that specializes in
social issues affecting
minority communities.

Associations  repre-
sentingteachers, princi-
pals, school superinten-
dents and school board
members agreed that a
disparity exists. “Num-
bers don’t lie. They are
there,” said Beverly
Hutton, a former high
school principal in New
Jersey who is director
of professional develop-
ment at the National As-
sociation of Secondary
School Principals.

And there have been
changes in individual
districts around the
country.

The school district in
Buffalo, N.Y., adopted
a new code of conduct
to reduce suspensions
after a  15-year-old,
Jawaan Daniels, died

in a drive-by shooting
in 2010 as he left school
to begin serving an out-
of-school suspension for
wandering the halls of
school.

InFairfax County, Va.,
an affluent suburb of
Washington, the school
board voted in 2012 to
soften punishments for
possession of marijua-
na and implement new
policies on parental no-
tification. The changes
followed a yearlong re-
view that was prompted
in part by the suicides
of two students who had
faced discipline.

And in Miami, Bro-
ward County Public
Schools last November
reached an agreement
with law enforcement
and the NAACP to cre-
ate an alternative to
zero-tolerance disci-
pline policies and shut
off what some see as a
school-to-prison  pipe-
line.

Daniel A. Domenech,
executive director of
the School Superinten-
dents Association said
his organization has
partnered with the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund to
work with five commu-
nities to improve school
discipline practices:
Harrisburg, Pa.; Hous-
ton; Racine, Wis.; El-
gin, Ill., and Allegheny
County, Pa.

Hutton said a Council
of State Governments
study of 1 million Texas
students was a turning
point in the debate. It
found that nearly six
of 10 public school stu-
dents were suspended
or expelled at least once
in the middle school or
high school years. It
also found that African-
American students had
a 31 percent higher like-

lihood of a school dis-
cretionary discipline ac-
tion compared to white
and Hispanic students.
In American schools,
black students without
disabilities were more
than three times as
likely as whites to be ex-
pelled or suspended, ac-
cording to government
civil rights data from
2011-2012. Although
black students made up
15 percent of students in
the data collection, they
made up more than a
third of students sus-
pended once, 44 percent
of those suspended more
than once and more
than a third of students

expelled.
More than half of
students involved in

school-related arrests or
referred to law enforce-
ment were Hispanic or
black.

Domenech said, “Su-
perintendentsrecognize
that out-of-school sus-
pension is outdated and
not in line with 21st-cen-
tury education.” But, he
said, federal funding for
programs that address
school discipline issues
has been scarce.

Among the recom-
mendations:

—Ensure that school
personnel understand
that they, not security
or police officers, are re-
sponsible for adminis-
tering routine student
discipline.

—Draw clear distinc-
tions about the respon-
sibilities of school secu-
rity personnel.

—Provide opportuni-
ties for school security
officers to develop rela-
tionships with students
and parents.
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Mercury Calls for

Judgment

You’re the only one
who can make today’s
judgment call. Be hon-
est with yourself: Are
you afraid to negotiate
with the established
order,
are you
intuitively
sensing
that this is
a bad time?
If you're
merely
afraid,
push your-
self while
Mercury is
still in
power-talking
Capricorn. But if your
intuition is setting off
an alarm, obey it.

ARIES (March
21-April 19). Good for-
tune will depend on how
people react to your
deeds. Ponder the best
approach. If you're bold,
you’ll earn the public’s
support. If you’re meek,
you’ll earn their adora-
tion and love.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). Even those

HoLpay
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who don’t appear to hear
the call of the wild will
heed it. They may deny
their animal nature, but
that won’t make it go
away. You will embrace
your animal nature,
hear the call and heed
it.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Someone you're try-
ing to help is being dif-
ficult -- a sign that he or
she does not in fact need
the help so desperately.
The old saying goes that
a drowning man isn’t
picky about who throws
him a rope.

CANCER (June
22-July 22). You’re not
feeling completely
enamored with a part-
nership, but it could
still work out brilliant-
ly, as many “marriages
of convenience” do.
This likely has to do
with something other
than a romantic rela-
tionship.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
In regard to sand castles
and domino mazes, futil-
ity is the whole point.
Some games are made
for destruction, and you
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have a more satisfying
experience with them
when you keep this in
mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You can fake
applause more easily
than you can fake laugh-
ter, and you may have
to do both to get through
today’s little show. But
the good news is, when
you come home, it’s
genuine joy all around!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). The person who is
being greedy is really
afraid that people won’t
think enough of him or
her to provide for deep-
seated needs. Allay this
person’s fear, and the
greed will go away, too.

concerned with what
you can get out of a rela-
tionship, you’ll think
only about enjoying the
other person, who in
turn will become most

enjoyable.
CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). You'll

receive psychic infor-
mation and know what
a person is feeling or,
more likely, hiding.
This doesn’t mean you
have to call the person
out. The kind thing
would be to quietly
make note and keep it to

yourself.
AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). You’re

happy to help loved

SCORPIO (Oct.

24-Nov. 21). You’ll have SUdOku
fun doing away with the
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CONTRACTORS NEEDED!

Daily Express, a leader in Heavy Haul and Specialized Transportation, is in need of
experienced Contractors to pull our step-deck and lowboy trailers hauling Machinery,
Construction, fabricated and Agricultural loads to multiple destinations. We can also
lease on Contractors with their own Step-deck or RGN’s.

**Best FSC in the Industry**No Trailer Rent, No Agents
or Brokers, Free Base Plate, Paid Permits/Escorts and
Advancement Opportunities!**

ones, but not when
you’re doing about 20
other things at the same
time. Maybe you need
more help than the peo-
ple who are asking for
it!

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20). Persevere.
You don’t have to
change a thing about
what you’re doing; you
just have to do it for a
longer period of time.
The resistance you are
encountering eventual-
ly will wear down.

© 2014 CREATORS.COM

Texas
firefighter
uses beer to
put out blaze

HOUSTON (AP) —
Whatever works when it
comes to fighting fires.

An off-duty Houston
firefighter has used beer
to extinguish a tire fire
on a truck hauling a load
of the brew.

Capt. Craig Moreau
and his wife on Monday
night were driving home
after a trip to Austin
when they came upon an
18-wheeler on fire.
Moreau and the trucker,
whose rig had brake
problems that started
the tire on fire, tried
using a small extin-
guisher.

Moreau says he
thought the fire was out,
but then crawled under
the rig and the blaze had
flared up.

The firefighter then
asked the driver what he
was hauling — and the
answer was beer.

Both men began shak-
ing and spraying cans of
beer on the blaze and put
out the fire.

Nobody was hurt.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

James Goll, 98, died
Saturday. Graveside ser-
vices will be 3:30 p.m.
Thursday at Lakeland Hills
Memorial Park.

Howard Stevens, 79,
died Monday. Funeral
mass will be 10:30 a.m.
Thursday at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church with buri-
al at Mount Olive Memorial
Park.

Larry Bohannon, 64,
died Tuesday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Christopher Puga, 41,
died Monday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Lucia G. Manzanarez,
83, died Tuesday. Vigil
services will be at 7 p.m.
Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral Mass will
be at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Holy Trinity Catholic
Church with burial at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.

Cosme Ramirez, 74, of
Big Spring died
Wednesday. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.
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Opinion

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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The Herald is always interested in our read-
ers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your
needs, we offer several ways in which you
may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk @bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as
well as a street address for verification pur-
poses.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and
clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to
one letter per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include
a telephone number or address will not be
considered.

* Letters should be e-mailed to editor@big-
springherald.com or mailed to Editor, Big
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring,
79721.

Give us the courage, Lord, to stand up for
what we believe in, and the courage to admit
it when we are wrong. Amen

here’s little debate
among academic econo-
mists about the effect
of minimum wages.
University of California, Irvine
economist David Neumark has
examined more than 100 major
academic studies
on the minimum
wage. He reports
that 85 percent of
the studies “find a
negative employ-
ment effect on low-
skilled workers.”

A 1976 American
Economic As-
sociation survey
found that 90
percent of its
members agreed
that increasing
the minimum wage raises un-
employment among young and
unskilled workers.

A 1990 survey reported in the
American Economic Review
(1992) found that 80 percent of
economists agreed with the
statement that increases in the
minimum wage cause unem-
ployment among the youth and
low-skilled.

If you're searching for a
consensus in a field of study,
most of the time you can exam-
ine the field’s introductory and
intermediate college textbooks.
Economics textbooks that men-
tion the minimum wage say that
it increases unemployment for
the least skilled worker. The
only significant debate about the
minimum wage is the magnitude
of its effect.

Some studies argue that a 10
percent increase in the mini-
mum wage will cause a 1 percent
increase in unemployment,
whereas others predict a higher
increase.

How about the politics of the
minimum wage? In the political
arena, one dumps on people who
can’t dump back on him. Mini-

WALTER E.
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mum wages have their greatest
unemployment impact on the
least skilled worker. After all,
who’s going to pay a worker an
hourly wage of $10 if that worker
is so unfortunate as to have
skills that enable him to produce
only $5 worth of value per hour?

Who are these workers? For
the most part, they are low-
skilled teens or young adults,
most of whom are poorly edu-
cated blacks and Latinos. The
unemployment statistics in our
urban areas confirm this predic-
tion, with teen unemployment
rates as high as 50 percent.

The politics of the minimum
wage are simple. No congress-
man or president owes his office
to the poorly educated black and
Latino youth vote.

Moreover, the victims of the
minimum wage do not know
why they suffer high unemploy-
ment, and neither do most of
their “benefactors.”

Minimum wage beneficiaries
are highly organized, and they
do have the necessary political
clout to get Congress to price
their low-skilled competition
out of the market so they can
demand higher wages.

Concerned about the devastat-
ing unemployment effects of
the minimum wage, Republican
politicians have long resisted
increases in the minimum wage,
but that makes no political
sense. The reason is the benefi-
ciaries of preventing increases
in the minimum wage don’t vote
Republican no matter what;
where’s the political quid pro
quo?

Higher-skilled and union work-

ers are not the only beneficia-
ries of higher minimum wages.
Among other beneficiaries are
manufacturers who produce
substitutes for workers.

A recent example of this is
Wawa’s experiment with cus-
tomers using touch screens as

substitutes for counter clerks.
A customer at the convenience
store selects his order from a
touch screen. He takes a printed
slip to the cashier to pay for it
while it’s being filled. I imagine
that soon the customer’s inter-
action with the cashier will be
eliminated with a swipe of a
credit card.

Raising the minimum wage
and other employment costs
speeds up the automation pro-
cess. I'm old enough to re-
member attendants at gasoline
stations and theater ushers, who
are virtually absent today. It’s
not because today’s Americans
like to smell gasoline fumes and
stumble down the aisles in the
dark to find their seat. The mini-
mum wage law has eliminated
such jobs.

Finally, there’s a nastier side
to support for minimum wage
laws, documented in my book
“Race and Economics: How
Much Can Be Blamed on Dis-
crimination?”

During South Africa’s apart-
heid era, racist labor unions
were the country’s major sup-
porters of minimum wage laws
for blacks. Their stated intention
was to protect white workers
from having to compete with
lower-wage black workers.

Our nation’s first minimum
wage law, the Davis-Bacon Act
of 1931, had racist motivation.

Among the widespread racist
sentiment was that of American
Federation of Labor President
William Green, who complained,
“Colored labor is being sought to
demoralize wage rates.”

Walter E. Williams is a profes-
sor of economics at George Mason
University. To find out more
about Walter E. Williams and
read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

woke up, fell out of bed and
brought my iPhone to my
head. I had to learn whom to
hate today.

In olden times, this was a
laborious process. You had to go
down to the village square to see
who had been put in the stocks.

Today the de-
spised are far more
numerous, but
the Internet both
creates and keeps
track of them.

MSNBC’s Me-
lissa Harris-Perry
was a target re-
cently for ridicul-
ing Mitt Romney’s
black grandchild.

Romney, who
has a Twitter ac-
count with more
than 1.5 million followers, had
tweeted a Christmas card with
a family photo of him and his
wife, Ann, surrounded by their
22 grandchildren.

It was a lovely card; everybody
looked terrific. And you had to
look somewhat closely to notice
that the baby sitting in Rom-
ney’s lap had dark skin.

Harris-Perry looked some-
what closely — and assembled a
panel on TV to make fun of the
card, pointing out the one black
Romney face in a sea of white
Romney faces.

This was kind of stupid and
kind of cruel — which meant it
was perfect.

Twitter lit up like a pinball
machine, with Harris-Perry as
the ball. Harris-Perry apologized
by Twitter and then tearfully
apologized on-air.

On Sunday, Romney accepted
Harris-Perry’s apology, a “news”
item that led Google News and
was one of the most read politi-
cal stories in The Washington
Post.

Also at the electronic whipping
post was Michael Scheuer — a
former CIA intelligence officer, a
TV talking head and an adjunct
professor at Georgetown Uni-
versity — who wrote a blog that
harshly attacked President Ba-
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rack Obama and British Prime
Minister David Cameron.

This led to a headline on Daily
Kos, “Georgetown University
Professor/Fox News Expert Calls
For Obama’s Assassination,”
and an article by David Frum on
The Daily Beast that stated: “In
the modern media environment,
it’s pretty hard to go too far.
Advocacy of murder, however,
does cross one of the last remain-
ing lines.”

Actually, I would argue that
in the modern media environ-
ment, it’s very easy to go too far.
All you have to do is shoot your
mouth off and wait for it to rico-
chet around the Web.

Threatening the life of a presi-
dent is a class D felony under
federal law, but because a threat
is an act of speech, the justice
system has to take into account
the First Amendment right of
people to say completely idiotic
stuff.

My crack research staff (Wiki-
pedia) produced this nugget: In
1971, Groucho Marx was quoted
as saying, “I think the only hope
this country has is (Richard)
Nixon’s assassination.” The
Justice Department declined to
prosecute, saying it is one thing
to make that threat “when you
are the leader of an organization
which advocates killing people
and overthrowing the Govern-
ment; it is quite another to utter
the words which are attributed
to Mr. Marx, an alleged come-
dian.”

Scheuer’s alleged threat
amounts to his writing: “Messrs
Obama and Cameron and their
supporters in all parties would
do well to read the words of
the great 17th century English
republican Algernon Sidney ...
(who wrote), ‘every man might
kill a tyrant; and no names are
recorded in history with more
honor, than of those who did it.””

Personally, I would imprison
for life anybody who uses
“Messrs” in his writing. (I might
make an exception for French
people, but maybe not.) Sidney
was executed for treason, by the

way, Dec. 7, 1683, which brings
us, somehow, to Pearl Harbor
and SpaghettiOs.

On New Year’s Eve, NBC’s
Carson Daly hosted a show from
Times Square in which he at-
tacked SpaghettiOs for weeks
earlier tweeting a picture of a
large SpaghettiO holding an
American flag, with the caption,
“Take a moment to remember
#PearlHarbor with us.”

“It offended a lot of people, cor-
porations glomming onto, you
know, sentimental American
historic traditions,” Daly said.

To which comedian Natasha
Leggero replied, “I mean, it
sucks that the only survivors of
Pear]l Harbor are being mocked
by the only food they can still
chew.”

Ijust assumed everybody was
drunk — what the heck were
they doing talking about Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 31? — but it led,
of course, to immediate outrage.

SpaghettiOs already had been
forced to apologize for its unpa-
triotic use of pasta, but Leggero
wrote on her Tumblr account:

“I wish I could apologize, but do
you really want another insin-
cere apology that you know

is just an attempt at damage
control and not a real admission
of guilt?”

Well, yes, of course we do. We
appreciate it when people fake
sincerity.

So I'd like to issue blanket and
solemn regret for anything I
might write in the future. The
Koch brothers are the spawn
of an ancient alien race sent
from the cosmos to take over the
Earth.

My sincerest apologies.

Roger Simon is Politico’s chief
political columnist. His new
e-book, “Reckoning: Campaign
2012 and the Fight for the Soul of
America,” can be found on Ama-
zon.com, BN.com and iTunes.

To find out more about Roger
Simon and read features by other
Creators writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Web page at
WWww.creators.com.
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School News

Big Spring ISD in con-
junction with Marcy
Elementary School
would like
to congrat-
ul ate
Emily
Reyes for
being rec-
ognized at
the Rotary
C1lub
Luncheon
on Jan. 7,
2014, for
being
Marcy’s
Star Student and
Principal of the Day.

Emily is a hard work-
ing fifth grader who
loves to read and is often

MELISSA

MILLER

found carrying books,
even to lunch.

As Principal of the
Day, Emily was able to
read stories to various
classrooms on campus,
help in the library and
have a special lunch
with two of her friends.

Congratulations again
Emily! Marcy Staff and
Students are proud of
you. Big Spring ISD is
full of students who
exemplify the charac-
teristics associated with
being a star student —
good attendance, posi-
tive attitude, strong
work ethic, and being
well-roundedasinvolved
students — but is

pleased that Emily was
recognized for her
efforts.

Melissa Miller is an
educational diagnosti-
cian at Big Spring High
School.

Nordic Choir to perform in Midland

DECORAH, Iowa -
Luther College Nordic
Choir, one of the top
college choirs in the
nation, will perform at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4,
at First Baptist Church
of Midland in Midland,
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$1:00 per page
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Color Copies:
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Copies:
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Texas. The performance
by the 74-member Nor-
dic Choir is open to the
public with no charge
for admission. For in-
formation, call 432-683-
0600. The 2014 Nordic
Choir tour program
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will include selections
from “Magnificat” by
William Walton, Bach’s
“Der Geist hilft unsrer
Schwachheit auf” and
“l Have Called You By
Name” by Stephen Pau-
lus.

e |

]
-I- -g

Now Available at the

Big Spring Herald
T10 Sourey - 432-263-1331

$3.00 fee on pre-paid packages
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TuTushie headed to
Big Spring ISD pride corner Gnmen mnha nwards

Hezaldj.taf.f_Repnr_t_

LAMESA — Courtney
Shofner, from Lamesa,
Texas, a graduate from
Klondike High School
and Texas Tech Uni-
versity, had a dream to
start an infant and tod-
dler girl clothing line.
While on vacation in
Colorado in 2010, the
name of her business,
Klassy Kouture, and the
design came to her.

The design, the Tu-
Tushie — a tutu on the
tush — began to come
alive. The design name
is trademarked and the
TuTushie is patented.
The TuTushie is a one
piece outfit with “bling”
or other embellishments
on the front and a soft
tutu sewn on the back.
Using her photography
skills, Shofner designs
the outfit and has em-
ployees who do the sew-
ing and heat pressing
the rhinestone bling or

ONE CALL
ONE LOW
PRICE

Advertise Your
Business or Event
STATEWIDE

Regional ads available

Contact
The Big Spring Herald
for more information

432-263-7331

other embellishments.
Each outfit is made by
hand.

Klassy Kouture line
is in the Dallas market
and Atlanta market and
can been seen in stores
across Texas, New Mex-
ico, Oklahoma, Arkan-
sas, Mississippi, Louisi-
ana,Georgia, Tennessee,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Alabama and
Florida. Closer to home,
they may be purchased
at the Splurge Boutique
in Big Spring.

“The most exciting
news that has happened
to Klassy Kouture is
that the TuTushie has
been selected to be in a
celebrity gift bag at the
Golden Globes Awards
which will be Jan. 12,”
said Shofner. In Au-
gust, Shofner received
an email from the CEO
of Secret Room Events,
Rita Branch, wanting
Klassy Kouture to be a
part of the Red Carpet
Style Lounge & Bambi
Baby Lounge event tak-

ing place at the Golden
Globes.

After much thought
and talking to family
members, Courtney de-
cided to be a part of this.
The TuTushie will be
given to celebrities who
are pregnant or who just
had a baby girl recently.
Some of the gift bags
will also be given to me-
dia editors.

Shofner has added
infant bloomers with
a tutu and a top with
bling to have an outfit.
Also, Klassy Kouture
has added a line for tod-
dler girls.

The bling and tutu
is placed on t-shirt or
dress. Legwarmers with
a tutu at the bottom and
hair accessories can
also be purchased.

The infant line rang-
es from sizes 0 to 18
months and the toddler
line ranges from sizes 18
month to size 5/6. Take
a look at www.klassyk-
outure.com to see the
many colors and styles
to choose from.
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Sports in brief

Hawk Buddies hoop

camp set for Jan. 18

Howard College women'’s bas-
ketball will host its Hawk Bud-
dies basketball camp on Jan. 18,
in Dorothy Garrett Coliseum on
the college campus.

The Hawk Buddy program is
for girls and boys in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade.

Registration will be from 8:30-
9 a.m. with the camp running
from 9 a.m.-noon, which will
include a pizza party from 11:40
a.m.-noon.

The $20 fee includes:

« Hawk basketball

* Free admission for all family
members to HC home games

¢ Clinic with lectures on goals
and basketball fundamentals

¢ Pizza party with the Lady
Hawks

* Buddies Night — autographs
and pictures with the Lady
Hawks

Buddies Night will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 13, as the Lady
Hawks take on Frank Phillips
College at Garrett Coliseum.

For more information or to ob-
tain a registration form, please

visit www.hchawk.com or con-
tact Assistant Coach Addie Lees
at 264-5155.

CGA hosting

4-man scramble

The Chicano Golf Association
will hold its annual membership
drive four-man scramble Feb. 16
at Comanche Trail Golf Course.

Entry fee is $35 per player for
the build-your-own-team tour-
nament and registration will ac-
cepted up to 9:30 a.m. the day of
the event.

Mulligans will be sold for $5.

For more information, contact
the golf course pro shop at 264-
2366.

JV Lady Steers

improve to 8-3

On Tuesday night the Big
Spring Lady Steer’s junior var-
sity defeated Snyder by a score
of 58-41.

Leading scorers were Mycka-
la Edwards with 24 points and
Clay’el Davenport with 10.

The JV hosts Abilene Wylie at
5 p.m. Friday.

Tony Claxton photo (www.claxtonphotography.com)
Howard College’s Sarah Stinnett puts up a shot
against South Plains College Monday. Both Howard
teams are in action tonight. The women’s game
begins at 5:45, while the men tip off at 7:45 p.m.

Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Women’s basketball
Clarendon College at How-
ard College, 5:45 p.m.
Men’s basketball
Clarendon College at How-
ard College, 7:45 p.m.

FRIDAY
Girls’ basketball
Abilene Wylie at Big
Spring, 6:15 p.m.
Stanton at Coahoma, 6:30
p.m.
Forsan at Plains, 6:30 p.m.
Boys’ basketball
Abilene Wylie at Big
Spring, 7:30 p.m.
Stanton at Coahoma, 8
p.m.
Forsan at Plains, 8 p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please
call 263-7331, ext. 235, or e-mail
reporter@bigspringherald.com

‘Johnny Football’
declares for draft

By KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer

Johnny Football is heading to the
NFL.

Texas A&M quarterback Johnny
Manziel declared for the NFL draft on
Wednesday following two spectacular
seasons in which he became the first
freshman to win the Heisman Trophy
and helped the Aggies make a splash
in their first two years in the South-
eastern Conference.

“After long discussions with my
family, friends, teammates, and
coaches, I have decided to
make myself available for
the 2014 NFL draft,” Man-
ziel said in a letter posted | —=s =
online by the university. | '
“The decision was not an
easy one, but we all felt ¢
this was the right time to |
make the next step toward
a professional career.”

Some NFL draft analysts
have Manziel ranked as high as the
third overall pick in mock drafts.

In a style befitting his record-setting
career, Manziel led the Aggies to a 52-
48 come-from-behind win over Duke
in the Chick-Fil-A Bowl on New Year’s
Eve in his final college game. Texas
A&M trailed 38-17 at halftime before
Manziel guided them to the victory by
finishing with 382 yards passing with
four TD tosses and 73 yards rushing
and another score.

“In all of my years of coaching,
Johnny Manziel is the most excit-
ing football player I have ever seen,”
A&M coach Kevin Sumlin said. “We
appreciate everything he has done for
Texas A&M and Aggie football and
wish him nothing but the best.”

Manziel became the first freshman
to win the Heisman in 2012 after set-
ting numerous school and SEC re-
cords while leading Texas A&M to
an 11-2 record and a victory over No.
1 Alabama in its first season in the
SEC.

His dynamic play created a frenzy
and pushed him into a stratosphere
of celebrity that few college athletes
have reached. That began to cause
problems since Manziel, who is from
Kerrville, Texas, still had three years
of eligibility remaining.

He followed his Heisman-winning
season with a high-profile offseason
of road trips to Las Vegas and the
NBA Finals. Manziel met Heat star

Manziel
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5 things to know about Hall vote

By HOWIE RUMBERG
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — Hall of Fame voters
made up for last year’s empty slate,
electing Greg Maddux, Frank Thom-
as and Tom Glavine — three stars
who’ve never been con-
nected to performance-
enhancing drugs. -

On a day that turned
out to be a celebration
of first-timers on the bal-
lot, Craig Biggio missed
out on baseball’s highest
honor by two votes. Mike
Piazza gained a bit of
ground in his second year of eligibil-
ity, too, but nearly everyone else saw
their percentage of votes drop — 75
percent is needed for admittance.

Award winners from the Steroids
Era struck out again, and big-game
ace Jack Morris missed on his 15th
and final chance in voting by the
Baseball Writers’ Association of
America.

Next year, chances don’t improve
for returnees with another crowded
class of achievers.

“Kids dream about playing pro

Maddux

sports, but to go into the Baseball
Hall of Fame, it’s a gigantic moment
for me,” Thomas said.

The induction ceremony July 27
will be an Atlanta Braves reunion
with Glavine and Maddux joined by
their former manager
Bobby Cox, who along
with fellow skippers Joe |
Torre and Tony La Russa |
were selected by the ex-
pansion era committee
last month.

Here are five things to
know about the Hall of
Fame voting revealed Thomas
Wednesday:

KEEP OUT: Another rough ballot
for stars suspected of steroids use.
Home run Kking Barry Bonds and
seven-time Cy Young Award winner
Roger Clemens were among several
who saw their support drop. In their
second year ontheballot,the BBWAA
gave Clemens 35.4 percent of the vote
and Bonds 34.7. Mark McGwire (11
percent) and Sammy Sosa (7.2 per-
cent) fell as well. Rafael Palmeiro,
with 3,020 hits and 569 homers, re-
ceived the ultimate rebuke: He got
only 25 votes (4.4 percent), which is

below the 5 percent threshold to re-
main on the ballot.

Whether the drop is a statement
on the BBWAA'’s stance on PEDs or
just a dip caused by the packed ballot
is to be seen. But if Hall newcomer
Thomas has his way, it
won't get any easier for
those with sullied reputa- [
tions. s

“Over the last year, do- |
ing a couple of charity [
events with Hall of Fam-
ers that are in, they’ve got
a strong stance against
anyone who’s taken ste-
roids. They do not want
them in,” he said. “I've got to take the
right stance, too. No, they shouldn’t
get in.”

KNOCK, KNOCK: Biggio, the
Houston Astros second baseman
with over 3,000 hits, a Hall bench-
mark, received 427 votes (74.8 per-
cent) after getting 388 last year in his
first appearance. Even with another
impressive list of first-time candi-
dates next year, Biggio is on target to
join the elite. His close call matched

Glavine
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By ARNIE STAPLETON
AP Pro Football Writer

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. —
The last top seed to open
its playoff run against a
team it had just lost to at
home in December was