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The situation isn’t as dire as it was a
year ago, but two of the three Colorado
River Municipal Water District reser-

voirs remain at critically low levels, ac-

cording to a CRMWD report
released this week.

Lakes Thomas and Spence
continue to be considered in
“severe drought” status —
Thomas is at less than 1 per-
cent capacity, while Spence
is a little more than 5 percent

full.

Grant

Levels at Lake Thomas con-
tinue a year-long trend — this week’s
levels are down from the 1.36 percent full
figure for late January 2012. For Lake
Spence, however, the news could be —
and has been — much worse. Last year at
this time, the reservoir, which is located
near Robert Lee, was less than one-half of

1 percent full.

See CRMWD, Page 3
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Boys and Girls Club Director Duane Shackelford, right, watches as Ernesto Olivas shows off his hula hoop
skills at the club Wednesday. Shackelford, a Mississippi native and U.S. Air Force veteran, assumed director
duties at the club in December.
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Cook-off ralses $11K for WTC fund

Special to the Herald

The Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles Aerie No. 3188 Saturday
attracted 36 cooks and raised
more than $10,000 for the West
Texas Centers Children-In-
Need Fund during their 11th
Annual Chili Cook-off.

The Children-In-Need Fund
assists families and adoles-
cents receiving mental health
services, who need help with
costs outside ordinary day-
to-day living expenses. The

= fund was estab-
| lished in 2001 and
was dependent on
community dona-
tions, West Texas
Centers CEO Shel-
ley Smith said.
“The Children-
In-Need Fund did
not have a steady,
reliable source of funding un-
til the Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles stepped up to the plate,”
she said. “Eleven years ago,
the organization approached

us and asked if they could
host a yearly chili cook-off
benefitting the Children-
In-Need fund. Since then
they have raised more than
$100,000 to help our children
who are living with mental
illness who need help with
out-of-the-ordinary expenses
not provided by the state.”
The Children-In-Need Fund
has assisted with graduation
caps and gowns, soccer and
baseball sign-ups, music les-
sons and theater camp. “Our

staff reviews each request
and looks for all sources of
funding before we tap into
the Children-In-Need Fund.
We are very prudent with
the distribution of monies
because the Eagles are very
diligent with their fund-rais-
ing. The chili cook-off takes
a great number of man hours
and that’s not lost on us when
we allocate the money.”

The West Texas Centers’

See FUND, Page 3

1. high school eyes ‘stress relief’ measures

By MARTHA IRVINE
AP National Writer

MOUNT PROSPECT, Il
— The four-legged member
of the counseling team at
the high school in suburban
Chicago waits patiently, as
a crush of students fills the
hallways. Her tail wags with
the first pat on the head, then
another and another.

“Puppy! Ohhh, puppy dog!”
one teenager croons, as he af-
fectionately tousles the ears
of the 18-month-old golden re-
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triever. Junie began her role
as a “therapy dog” at Pros-
pect High School less than
four months ago.

It’s just one of a number of
ways high schools across the
country are trying to address
what some call an epidemic
of stressed-out, overwhelmed
students.

Some schools now offer yoga
classes or teach relaxation
techniques in the classroom.
Others, from California to
Minnesota and New Jersey,
are instituting homework-

Ge

free nights or are offering a
bit of free time between class-
es — the equivalent of recess
for teenagers.

In Maine, at least two high
schools have converted class-
rooms into “wellness rooms”
staffed by volunteer profes-
sionals who offer massage
therapy and other stress-
reducing treatments for stu-
dents, with parental permis-
sion.

The idea is to help them
slow down and cope with
their problems in an over-

packed, 24-7 world, where
many students stay up late
to finish homework and fall
asleep with their cellphones
in their hands.

“Things cycle for them so
quickly. So it’s hard for them
to be able to develop the pa-
tience, or the ability to think
something through and to
realize that it may take some
time for it to get resolved,”
says Douglas Berg, a social
worker at Prospect High,

See STRESS, Page 3
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Herminia ‘Minnie’ Martinez

Herminia “Minnie” Martinez,
74, of Big Spring died Tuesday,
Jan. 29, 2013, at Medical Arts
Hospital in Lamesa. Vigil ser-
vice will be at 7 p.m. Friday at
Myers & Smith Chapel. Funeral
Mass will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 2, 2013, at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, with burial at
Lamesa Cemetery.

She was born Aug. 9, 1938, in
Corn City, Texas to Anita and
Felix Hernandez. She moved to

Big Spring in 1989 from Washing-
ton. She was a homemaker and a member of Holy
Trinity Catholic Church.

She is survived by eight sons, Charlie Martinez

(Lidia) of Lamesa, and Richard Martinez (Irma),

Jerry Martinez (Irene), Albert Martinez, Jr.
(Kristy), Eddie Alvarado (Mary Alvarez), Lee Alva-
rado (Rosa M. Flores), Ray Alvarado and Billy Al-
varado, all of Big Spring.

Sheis survived by nine daughters, Herminia Mar-
tinez Fuentes (Cipriano) of Denver, Emma Marti-
nez of San Angelo, Irma Martinez (Abel Flores) of
Odessa, Marissa Alvarado of Washington, Maria
Alfado (Daniel) and Margie Rodgers (Wayne) both
of Lamesa, and Elisa Martinez ( Val Garcia), Geneva
Martinez (Eddie Rodriguez), Anita Hernandez (Sal
Garcia) all of Big Spring. She is also survived by
95 grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents she is preceded in death
by two sons Albert Martinez, Sr. and Oscar Alva-
rado.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Dixie McClellan
Dixie McClellan, 69, of Big Spring died Thursday,

Jan. 31, 2013, at her residence. Services are pending
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity (75 prisoners were reported in
the county jail):

« VANESSA MONIQUE DESSELLE, 21, was jailed
on a parole violation warrant.

« MICHAEL LEE LOPEZ, 25, was jailed on war-
rants for bail jumping and failure to appear.

« GUADALUPE TORRES TORRES, 67, was jailed
on a charge of Class C assault.

« FRANK CASTILLO JR., 33, was jailed on a
charge of Class C assault.

* BILLY LEE JOHNSON, 17, was jailed on charges
of public intoxication and possession of drug para-
phernalia.

« JESSICA FAYE BROOKS, 25, was jailed on a mo-
tion to revoke probation for delivery of marijuana.

« DANIEL DELEON JR., 32, was jailed on a mo-
tion to revoke probation for driving while license
invalid.

* BLAKE MICHAEL GEE, 30, was jailed on charg-
es of driving while license invalid, possession of
marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.

« TYLER DEWAYNE PAYNE, 47, was jailed on a
warrant for possession of a controlled substance.

* MICHAEL PAUL ONTIVEROS, 28, was jailed on
a charge of assault/family violence and a motion to
revoke probation for theft of property.

¢ The Freaks of Nature car club and C&D Truck
Accessories will be holding a car show Feb. 2 to
benefit the Gonzales family at Sugars Bar — locat-
ed at 3430 E. Interstate Highway 20 — from 9 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Sergio Gonzales was killed in a traffic
accident on U.S. Highway 87 on Dec. 13. Proceeds
from the benefit will go to benefit the family and
offset costs. Entry fee for the show is $10. Musical
band Forgotten Road will perform from 9 p.m. until
1 a.m. There is a $5 admission. For more informa-
tion, call 432-714-4311.

* Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to
the Community Relations Office near the south
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87.
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

¢ The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Council needs assistance in The Chalet Re-
sale Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. For more information, contact Jamey Stegall
at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-7535.

« Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you
would be interested in offering your love and God’s
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or
come by 602 S. Main.

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

¢ Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m.
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The
cost is $8 per person.

¢ Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at
263-4016.

¢ Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St.,
has a brief, inspirational message before giving
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s
a great way to work off community service and get

Maria D.Nieto
Maria D.Nieto, 80, of Big Spring died Wednesday,

Jan. 30 2013. Services are pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

« LAUREN RACINE SMITH, 25, was jailed on
charges of theft, possession of a controlled sub-
stance and assault/family violence.

« JACOB RAY ALBARADO, 20, was jailed on a
charge of evading arrest/detention.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency
Medical Service reported the following activity
Wednesday:

« TRAUMA was reported in the 3600 block of
W. Highway 80. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at S. High-
way 87 and Overton Road. Two people were trans-
ported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of Sim-
ler. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at FM 700
and Birdwell. Two people were transported to
SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at Interstate
20 mile marker 173. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« ELECTRICAL FIRE was reported at the 400
block of E. Third.

« RUBBISH FIRE was reported at the 1800 block
of S. Scurry.

help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for
one plus a rehab meeting.

*« Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, de-
liveries and crafts. To find out more information or
to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home Hos-
pice by calling 264-7599.

« Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events,
and many others. Set your hours and days of the
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy arewarding experience. For more information,
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

« The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

 The Homeownership Preservation Foundation
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.

If you want to stop foreclosure and are in need
of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-HOPE is
now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counsel-
ing service provided by HPF to work with you to
find a solution to your problem. HPF can provide
counseling free of charge, in English and 170 other
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

¢ The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help.
If you're interested in volunteering, please contact
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

* Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting ap-
pointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and
third Wednesday of each month.

Individuals seeking legal advice for matters con-
cerning family law, divorce, custody and child sup-
port issues, social security cases, employment and
housing may contact the office to schedule an ap-
pointment. Criminal cases are not accepted. Any-
one recently served with legal documents should
call the office immediately at 800-926-5630 or 432-
686-0647.

Today's Weather

Local 3-Day Forecast
Fri Sat Sun
2/1 2/2 2/3
‘:f'.tu & ‘:f’.tu‘( T
67/38 70/40 64/37

Mix of sun and clouds.
Highs in the mid 60s

Sunny skies. High
67F. Winds WNW at

Mainly sunny. Highs in
the low 70s and lows

10 to 20 mph. in the low 40s. and lows in the upper
30s.
Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:
7:40 AM 7:40 AM 7:39 AM
Sunset: Sunset: Sunset:
6:20 PM 6:21 PM

6:19 PM
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Area Cities

Abilene 66 35 sunny Kingsville 75 50 sunny
Amarillo 59 26 sunny Livingston 67 37 sunny
Austin 67 39 sunny Longview 66 35 sunny
Beaumont 65 41 sunny Lubbock 62 29 sunny
Brownsville 74 53 mstsunny Lufkin 68 37 sunny
Brownwood 69 38 sunny Midland 66 40 sunny

Corpus Christi 71 51 sunny Raymondville 74 52 mst sunny
Corsicana 65 35 sunny Rosenberg 68 41 sunny
Dallas 66 35 sunny San Antonio 68 42 sunny
Del Rio 69 44 mstsunny San Marcos 68 39 sunny

El Paso 59 32 sunny Sulphur Springs 64 33 sunny
Fort Stockton ~ 66 40 sunny Sweetwater 66 36 sunny
Gainesville 62 28 sunny Tyler 65 36 sunny
Greenville 63 31 sunny Weatherford 64 31 sunny
Houston 67 42 sunny Wichita Falls 63 28 sunny
National Cities

Atlanta 48 35 sunny Minneapolis 4 -13 sn shower
Boston 56 27 rain New York 51 29 rain
Chicago 15 1 Alurries Phoenix 67 44 sunny
Dallas 66 35 sunny San Francisco 66 45 sunny
Denver 49 26 mstsunny Seattle 49 43 rain
Houston 67 42 sunny St. Louis 31 9 flurries
Los Angeles 74 50 sunny Washington, DC 48 31 windy
Miami 74 54 rain

Moon Phases

Full Last New First
Jan 26 Feb 3 Feb 10 Feb 17
UV Index
Fri Sat Sun
2/ 2/2 2/3
| 5 | 4 | 4
Moderate Moderate Moderate
The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale, 0 - 11

with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

THURSDAY

* Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-
sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until
7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed discussion meeting,
8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

* Spring Tabernacle Ministries has a faith-based
support group for those who need help finding and
continuing to walk down the path God has for each
of us. Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon and again
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. The classes take place at Spring
Tabernacle Ministries, located at 1209 Wright St.

* Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is
confidential and you don’t have to talk if you don’t
want to. Flexible payment options.

e Circle of Hope, a Celebrate Recovery group,
meets at 6:30-8 p.m. at Spring Creek Fellowship,
located in the College Park Shopping Center. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram dealing with life’s hang-ups, hurts and hab-
its, covering many areas. Circle of Hope group is
a ministry of Spring Creek Fellowship. For further
information, contact Dale at 432-270-8462.

¢ Overcomer’s: Recovery & Restoration (R&R), a
Christ-centered recovery program is held at Cor-
nerstone Covenant Church from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in
the “Green Room” of the East Wing. For more con-
venient access to the meeting room, park in the
back of the church and enter through the metal
door across from the fellowship hall. If you need
more information, call 432-264-0015.
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JACKSON, Miss. (AP) —
The Coast Guard is letting
vessels pass through a closed
section of the Mississippi
River at Vicksburg as it eval-
uates how traffic would affect
efforts to remove and clean
up oil from a leaking barge,
a Guard spokesman said

Wednesday.

Chief Petty Officer Paul Ro-
szkowski told The Associated
Press that a 16-mile stretch

pass.

of the river remained techni-
cally closed four days after
two barges struck a railroad
bridge, even though some
barges are being allowed to

Roszkowski said that dur-
ing a test period Wednesday,
southbound barges were al-
lowed to pass first — “me-
thodically and slowly” — so
crews could assess the effects
on cleanup operations. The

Thursdaz, Januarz 31, 2013 LOCAL/W'RE

noon.

Mississippi
kowski said.

operations.”

Coast Guard allowed the first
northbound vessel to pass
the oil spill Wednesday after-

“We understand the huge
impact this (closure) is mak-
ing on vessel traffic on the
River,”

But, he added, “It’s criti-
cal that the vessels going
through there don’t affect our

Rosz-

Following the test period
Wednesday, Coast Guard of-
ficials approved a plan that
allows for northbound ves-
sels to move through the area
from sunset to sunrise and
southbound vessels to contin-
ue their journeys in daylight
hours, Roszkowski said.

“We will space things out
to minimize possible waking
and will continue to monitor
and control vessel traffic in

3

the area,” he said.

Roszkowski said the Coast
Guard decided to halt the
oil’s transfer to the new barge
at night because it’s safer and
easier to see if any oil is es-
caping during the day.

A Coast Guard “safety zone”
extends the width of the river
for 16 miles, which means it
is effectively closed because
barges must have permission
to pass, he said.

STRESS
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where he and other staff
are seeing more stu-
dents hospitalized with

anxiety and panic
attacks related to
stress.

Some might question
whether a dog in the
school corridors, or a
20-minute break, ad-
dresses the deeper is-
sues at hand. But many
school officials say they
have to do what they can
to alleviate the growing
pressure to achieve.
That pressure, they say,
has only been height-
ened by the commonly
held belief that it’s
tougher than ever for a
young person to make it
in this economy.

More than ever, a col-
lege degree is seen as a
must. So more students
are taking college cours-
es in high school, and
even more are enrolling
in rigorous “advanced
placement,” or AP class-
es to try to earn college
credit. Add year-round
sports and after-school
jobs and volunteering,
as a way to bolster the
college application, and
many students say they
have little time for any-
thing else.

“There’s

just  too

much,” says Lexi Botts,
a senior at Prospect
High who sought com-
fort from Junie and,
ultimately, school coun-
selors after her grandfa-
ther’s death last fall.

The intensity of school
hasbecomesogreat,says
one mom in Paoli, Pa.,
that she and her family
have dubbed the senior
year of high school “the
crying year.”

“When does a child get
to be a child anymore?”
said Carol Meerschaert.
“l fear how they will
burn out when the
pressure has been on
them since elementary
school.”

Abbie Kaplan, a ju-
nior at the Boston Latin
School — a public high
school that requires stu-
dents to take an exam
for entry — knows what
she means.

On a scale of 1 to 10,
she places her stress
level at a pretty steady
9. She regularly has four
hours of homework a
night, some done before
swim practice. She eats
dinner around 9:30 p.m.,
then finishes the rest
of her homework and
generally goes to bed at
11:30. Then she’s up at
6 a.m. so she can be at
school by 7:45.

She calls her hectic
schedule “the new nor-

mal.”

“You keep telling
yourself that it will pre-
pare you for the future,”
Kaplan says. “It’s just
sort of how it is.”

She, too, has had anxi-
ety attacksrelated to her
workload, she says. And
some parents say school
shootings, including
the recent massacre in
Newtown, Conn., only
worsen the stress.

“My son came home
from school and said,
‘T'm really worried this
could happen at our
school,”” says Jane Rob-
ertson, a mother of a
16-year-old in Belfast,
Maine. She’s also a chi-
ropractor, who helped
start one of the wellness
rooms in her area. The
first one opened in Cam-
den, Maine, after a spate
of suicides more than 10
years ago, she said.

Overall, a recent na-
tional survey of ado-
lescent mental health
found that about 8 to 10
percent of teens ages 13
to 18 have an anxiety
disorder. And of those
teens, only 18 percent
received mental health
care, according to the
National Institute of
Mental Health.

School officials across
the country, meanwhile,
say they’re seeing a
steady uptick in mental

health referrals, often
stress-related. Timothy
Dorway, a principal at a
high school in Chanhas-
sen, Minn., just outside
Minneapolis, is among
them. He says such re-
ferrals have doubled
since his school opened
in 2009.

“We’re asking these
kids to do things that we
don’t even ask adults to
do,” Dorway says, not-
ing sports and academic
requirements that often

leave them sleep-de-
prived.
Besides the mental

health issues, he noted
that students from his
school have been in car
accidents after falling
asleep at the wheel —
one of them on the way
to school, at 7:45 a.m.

All of it led him and
his school community
to come up with a motto

“Balance, Perspec-
tive, Growth” — and to
look for ways to put it
into practice.

Now, Chanhassen
High is among a small
but growing number of
schools that has home-
work-free nights scat-
tered throughout the
school year. Two days a
week, students at Chan-
hassen also get a 20-min-
ute “recess” break in
the morning. Some play
hackie sack or grab a

snack. They chat in the
hallways, catch up on
homework or rest.

The break is a time “to
let all the information
of the day settle in my
mind,” says Zach An-
derson, a junior at the
school. “We need time
to think.”

The changes at the
school have not come
without controversy.
A few parents see the
break as a waste of time
that could be better used
at the beginning of the
school day.

“Let them sleep in, or
get a better breakfast,
or come to school at the
usual time to talk to a
teacher if they need to,”
says Karrie Shroyer, a
mom of a sophomore at

Chanhassen High.
When it comes to
homework, she says

the school would better
serve students by cut-
ting back on what some
view as an inordinate
amount of “busy work,”
repetitive work that stu-
dents who’ve mastered
the concepts may not
need to do.

“Are we trying to hide
the real problem with
a simple fix?” Shroyer
asks.

Raychelle Lohmann,
a professional coun-
selor and author based
in South Carolina, says

any step schools take
to reduce stress for stu-
dents is a “step in the
right direction.”

But she says parents,
too, need to keep their
own expectations in
check, even for young
children.

“We’re seeing parents
who are putting their
preschoolers in tutoring
programs,” she says.
“The intentions are
good. But we’re miss-
ing the important point,
to let them develop and
play” — even in high
school.

She says parents also
have to model the behav-
ior for their children.

“I'll be honest. I'm
guilty. I don’t take a
day off,” she says. “But
at some point, we just
have to stop — and pri-
oritize — and teach our
children to do the same.

“We have to give up
this ‘go, go, go’ mental-
ity.”

Lisa Lawrence, a mom
in Austin, Texas, said
she realized this when
her daughter, now a
sixth-grader, told her
she felt like “nothing
she did was ever good
enough” for her mom.

“It sent chills down
my spine,” Lawrence
says. “I think I felt that
way growing up.”

FUND
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Children-In-Need Fund
11th Annual Chili Cook-
off attracted more than
200 people, including
cooks and many tasters,
said Landon Sturdivant,
a member of the Eagles
and West Texas Centers
Chief Operating Officer.

“I don’t think any of
our tasters went away
disappointed,” Stur-
divant said. “We had
quite a selection rang-
ing from spicy to savory

to mild, hot and burn-
ing hot. The weather
cooperated and I really
think that helped atten-
dance as well. It has also
grown during its run
because it is well-orga-
nized, and it is always
at the end of January so
people expect it and we
make sure everyone has
a great time.”

Even though it is a
fund-raiser and a fun
event, the morning of
cooking is competitive,
Sturdivant said. “You
can’t get a group of chili
cooks together without

some healthy competi-
tion,” he said laughing-
ly. “It’s the nature of the
beast.”

First place went to
the Bones & Co. team of
Teresa Bynum; Second
place, Glazed & Con-
fused, Jeremy Grant;
Third place, Glazed &
Confused, Kelby Bailey;
Fourth Place, Running
Late Chili, Mike Lind-
sey; Fifth place, Red
Green Chili, Guy White
& Rodney Jones, Sixth
place, Illegal Alien
Chili, Bobby Cordova
and Mike Calvio; Sev-

enth place, Uncle Si’s
Nam Specialty Jack,
Dee Lindsey; Eighth
place, Kick Butt Chili
#2, Tammy Luxton;
Ninth place, Love Chili,
Jack & Josh Love; and
10th Place, Kick Butt
Chili, Billy Luxton. The
Showmanship Award
was presented to the
American Legion; and
the Horse’s Butt Award
was presented to the
Love Family.

The winner of the auc-
tion for a two-night stay
at Inn of the Mountain
God was Janey Kiker.

CRMWD

Continued from Page 1

The district’s third
reservoir, Lake Ivie, is
in the best shape of the
three; its 124,489 acre-
feet of water put it at
22.46 percent capacity,
an increase of almost 5
percent from this time
in 2012.

A heavy rainfall,
which brought more
than six inches of pre-
cipitation to the area in
October, is being credit-
ed with the higher lake
levels. The rains raised
Spence’s levels by 25
feet, while Ivie’s level
increased by 15 feet.

Overall, thethreelakes
average out to a capac-
ity of slightly more than
12 percent, an increase
from the 8.12 percent
figure of a year ago.

While increased lake
capacity is a good thing,
CRMWD officials were
quick to stress that the
drought is still very
much with us and more
rainfall is needed if the

reservoirs are to remain
a viable source of wa-
ter.

“When you look at
the current levels ... it
means we can continue
to pump water out of of
Ivie and Spence until
May or June of 2014 with
no restrictions,” CRM-
WD General Manager
John Grant said. “And
the National Weather
Service long-range out-
look for this area is not
good. We're going to
evaluate where we are,
and we may have to go

back and look at limited
water deliveries this
fall.”

CRMWD continues to
work at adding to water
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inventories.
Underground  wells
in Ward County should
be online in the coming
weeks, while work at

the raw water treatment
plant in Big Spring
should be completed
sometime in March,
Grant said.

The Optometrist is in!
Introducing:
Dr. John Slider O.D.

Board Certified & Licensed Therapeutic Optometrist

We offer basic eye exams, contact lens exams, treatment & diagnosis of
eye disease, special testing for children, Diabetes & Glaucoma
management, as well as a full selection of eye glasses and contacts
on site.

We accept most vision insurance including Medicare and Medicaid.
No insurance? No problem!
Basic Eye Exam as low as $38.

Contact Lens Exam $60.

Call today to
schedule an
appointment.
432-517-4557

=
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Sovwth Plaies Rural Health Services, Inc

Sponsors were the
Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles; Glazer; Cain Elec-
tric; Johnny Deleon;
Casey’s Campers; Cos-
sack Motorcycle Club;
Alon USA; Inn of the
Mountain God, Ruidoso
N.M., State National
Bank and Wells Fargo
Bank.

West Texas Centers
is the state-designated
center serving people
and their families with
mental health and in-
tellectual and develop-
mental disabilities in
rural West Texas.
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Gilbert Webb, 87, died
Sunday. Funeral services
with Military Honors will
be at 2 p.m. Thursday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.

Herminia Martinez, 74,
died Tuesday. Vigil ser-
vice will be at 7 p.m.
Friday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral Mass will
be at 10 a.m. Saturday at
Holy Trinity Catholic
Church with burial at
Lamesa Cemetery.

Meredith Kendall, 38,
died Tuesday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

David Cortez Chavarria,
57,died Tuesday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Maria D. Nieto, 80, died
Wednesday. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Dixie McClellan, 69,
died Thursday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan Glenn Stifflemire Steve Reagan

Managing Editor Publisher Staff Writer
Brian McCormack Thomas Jenkins
Sports Editor Staff Writer

Mental health
funding: We
must do better

n the aftermath of devastating tragedies at San-

dy Hook Elementary in Connecticut and the

multiplex theater in Aurora, Colo., our advice

to state lawmakers struggling to find legisla-
tive solutions to deal with the horrific and inexpli-
cable is simple: Be tough on crime, but thoughtful
on mental health.

Our societal obligation to care for those with
mental illness, those who cannot be accountable for
their actions through no fault of their own, must
override the seemingly robotic urge among state
leaders to cut budgets. Those who struggle with
mental illnesses such as schizophrenia, bipolar and
depression are the lost, last and least in the truest
sense. We who are more richly blessed are called
to care for them, even when their behaviors are un-
predictable, frightening or offensive.

The results of prior state budget cuts have been
particularly harmful to urban areas such as Hous-
ton. These cuts place additional burdens on local
taxpayers, and land especially heavily on the re-
sources of our mental health professionals and law
enforcement.

The harm that has come to the Houston area from
the state’s lack of adequate funding for mental
health issues goes back for decades. The impact is
cumulative.

Dollars from the state to treat mental health have
not come even close to matching our local popula-
tion growth, much less the heavier needs for mental
health services that are part and parcel of living in
an urban environment.

The results often are in plain sight, from home-
lessness related to mental illness to acts of domes-
tic and public violence by the untreated. But some-
times they are well disguised by a jacket, tie and
job, or kids and a carpool. Something is very wrong
when the Harris County Jail is the most used mental
health facility in the state’s most populous county.

A single statistic, shared in a recent editorial
board meeting by Dr. Steven Schnee, head of the
Mental Health and Mental Retardation Authority of
Harris County, speaks to the scope of the problem
of mental illness. Nationally, 6 to 7 percent of the
adult population suffers from one of the conditions
mentioned above. That means with an adult popula-
tion of 3 million, Harris County is home to at least
180,000 adults in need of treatment. And yet, says
Schnee, we fund a system that only provides care
for 8,500 adults in the county.

And we’re thinking of cutting that back? Let’s be
serious, Texas. Let’s be compassionate.

State Rep. Sylvester Turner, D-Houston, who has
spent 24 years in Austin, has come up with a way
forward for his legislative colleagues that we think
is both pragmatic and solution-oriented. Turner is
encouraging his colleagues in the Legislature to set
aside the issue of guns — to agree to disagree on
that hot button topic — and join together instead to
focus on greater funding to treat the mentally ill.

This is sensible. As a state, we must stop outsourc-
ing responsibility for dealing with the mentally ill
to our law enforcement officers and jail workers. If
this 83rd session of the Legislature is sincere about
being pro-law enforcement, our lawmakers will rec-
ognize and deal with this most significant addition-
al burden we put on them.

A good place to start would be to stop cutting men-
tal health budgets while our population is growing.
This is the definition of madness.

Next, what say we remove Texas from the bot-
tom of the national heap for mental health fund-
ing? Dead last; 51st out of 51, including the District
of Columbia. The national average for treatment of
mental illness is $109 per capita. Our state funding
is a measly $36 per capita. Let’s at least commit to
hit the national average.

Finally, as Sen. John Cornyn mentioned in an
editorial board visit last Thursday, let’s be sure
that information from adjudicated cases involving
mental illness is communicated fully to the federal
data bank used for background checks for gun pur-
chases.

Let’s not allow the perfect to become the enemy
of the good. Let’s make progress, even if we can’t
achieve perfection. Misery will be eased and lives
will be saved.

— Houston Chronicle

Deceptive Trade Practices Act

I I ur remedy cures
arthritis and
cancer in seven
days!”

“Resolve your outstanding
debts! With our product, you’ll
only have to pay your creditors
30 percent of what
you owe!”

When a vendor
or salesman uses
false statements,
duress, exaggera-
tions or mislead-
ing advertisements
to win a Texan’s
business, he or she
violates the Texas
Deceptive Trade
Practices Act
(DTPA).

Vendors may violate the DTPA
by claiming their product does
something it does not or cannot
do. Companies also violate the
DTPA when they take advantage
of a customer’s lack of knowl-
edge or language comprehen-
sion.

The Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) protects Texans
by filing civil enforcement ac-
tions under the DTPA and other
consumer-protection statutes.

Businesses must comply with
the law when they interact with
customers.

Complaints filed with the OAG
may form the basis for a state
investigation into a company’s
business practices.

In some cases, significant

GREG
ABBOTT

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

+ BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

+ TED CRUZ

numbers of complaints about a
business may give rise to legal
action to enforce state law and
protect the public interest. The
decision to investigate or take
legal action is based on a num-
ber of factors.

Enforcement actions are filed
on behalf of the State of Texas
and the public good. The OAG
cannot represent individual
Texans, but some legal actions
do produce restitution for the
defendant’s customers.

The DTPA covers the sale,
lease and distribution of nearly
all goods and services, with the
exception of professional ad-
vice. Providers of professional
advice would not be cited under
the DTPA if opinions they give
clients turn out to be “wrong.”

For example, an attorney could
not be sued for deceptive trade
practices for advising a client
to file a lawsuit that ultimately
failed.

Consumer education is a vital

part of the OAG’s mission.

The best consumer protection is
widespread public awareness of
consumer rights and common
scams. Texans who believe they
have been subject to deceptive
trade practices should file a com-
plaint with the OAG and retain
as much evidence of wrongdo-
ing as possible, including bro-
chures, advertisements, records
of related transactions and notes
about conversations with com-
pany representatives.

U.S. Senator

B40B Dirksen Senate Office
Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-228-0462

+ JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building

Texans who relied on a decep-
tive practice to their detriment
also should make every effort to
remedy the situation with the
vendor. They should send a cer-
tified, return-receipt letter to the
vendor outlining the problem
and what the company should
do to make the situation right. If
that fails, Texans may also con-
sider suing in small claims court
or consulting an attorney about
civil litigation.

To Recap

Examples of deceptive trade
practices include:

* Price gouging in the wake of a
disaster or catastrophe

* Lying about the need for
repairs or parts

+ Passing off used products as
new ones

+ Making false, negative accu-
sations toward a competitor

+ Making false statements
about the manufacture or origin
of a good or service

+ False or misleading advertis-
ing

+ Exaggerating or misrepresent-
ing the benefits or endorsements
of a product or service

The Office of the Attorney
General may take legal action to
enforce state consumer protec-
tion laws.

To file a complaint, contact:

Office of Attorney General

Consumer Protection Division
Hotline 800-621-0508

Washington, D.C. 20510-4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

- RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative
19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722

lot can get done if you

don’t care who gets the

credit. That’s an old

saying. But not one
Chuck Schumer has ever heard
of.

And the White House is not
happy about it.

Chuck Schumer is a Demo-
cratic senator from
New York. He is
not without honor.
He does not stab
people in the back.
He stabs them in
the front.

Schumer and
seven other sena-
tors known as the
Gang of Eight have
been working on
a bipartisan im-
migration reform
bill for some time.
But Congress has been diddling
around on such a bill for a dozen
years without any success.

Times have changed, however,
and both Democrats and Repub-
licans need to woo Hispanics to
win elections.

Barack Obama pledged during
his last campaign to bring up im-
migration reform immediately
after his inauguration. But the
Gang of Eight recently informed
the White House that it was still
some weeks away from any kind
of agreement.

So last Friday, the White
House announced Obama would
go to Las Vegas on Tuesday to
talk about immigration and
release a set of proposals.

Lo and behold, on Sunday
Schumer reportedly called the
White House and said the Gang
of Eight was pushing ahead with
its own statement Monday. This
would upstage the president by a
full day and establish the Sen-
ate and not the White House as
taking the lead on immigration
reform.

Some in the White House were
furious, but others saw it as
Schumer just being Schumer.
“Schumer wants to get a bill and
be in the lead; he wants some
credit,” a Democratic source
familiar with White House

ROGER
SIMON

thinking told me. “The president
campaigned on this, and he took
a lot of crap for not leading on
this, but overall we are happy

if we have a bipartisan bill in
Congress.

And while on Tuesday Obama
wryly praised the senators for
coming up with proposals “very
much in line with principles I
proposed and campaigned on
for the last two years,” he also
threatened them.

“If Congress is unable to move
forward in a timely fashion,”
Obama said, “I will send up a
bill based on my proposal and
insist that they vote on it right
away.

But even if the House were to
embrace the Senate proposals,
there would still be a hitch.

“There is a 900 pound gorilla
in the Senate plan,” my source
warned me. “And it could be a
huge problem.”

Both the Senate plan and the
Obama plan offer a way for the
11 million undocumented work-
ers already in America to earn
their citizenship.

But in order to get the Republi-
cans on board, the Senate Demo-
crats had to agree to a “commis-
sion” to determine if our border
with Mexico is “truly secure.”

If the commission says it is
secure, the pathway to citizen-
ship for the 11 million is open.
But if the commission says it is
not secure, the pathway may be
blocked for years or forever.

“What the hell does it mean?”
the source said. “The White
House thinks it doesn’t mean
much. And if it is just a talking
point, fine.”

In other words, some Demo-
crats want to believe the com-
mission, to be made up of “gov-
ernors, attorneys general, and
community leaders living along
the Southwest border,” is just
an olive branch to conservatives
and has no true power.

Some Republicans, however,
want to believe the commis-
sion will have veto power over
citizenship until the border is
“secure,” though nobody knows
what “secure” actually means

or even whether such a commis-
sion is constitutional.

No commission is mentioned
in the president’s proposal, and
Democratic sources tell me that
the White House wants no part
of it.

“But the Senate has come a
long way,” the source familiar
with White House thinking said.
“And, overall, we are happy. But
the path to citizenship for people
already here cannot be depen-
dent on ‘securing the border.’”

The Republicans will push for
this, but the Democrats have no
real reason to give in. As I wrote
in a column in November, the
White House views immigration
reform as a win-win situation.

If it passes, then the White
House, Chuck Schumer and the
Democratic Party will get most
of the credit with Hispanic vot-
ers. If it fails, the Republicans
will get most of the blame. So
either way, the Democrats win.

Which has finally occurred to
Chuck Schumer.

“This will be the year Congress
finally gets it done,” Schumer
said Monday. “There’s more po-
litical risk in opposing immigra-
tion reform than supporting it.”

On Tuesday, President Obama
said that undocumented im-
migrants are “woven into the
fabric of our lives,” but he also
said “immigration has always
been an issue that enflames pas-
sions.”

“It’s easy sometimes for the
discussion to take on a feeling of
‘us’ versus ‘them,’ “ he contin-
ued. “And when that happens,

a lot of folks forget that most of
‘us’ used to be ‘them.””

There are 11 million people
among us who want to be us, and
Obama is determined this year
that is going to happen. No mat-
ter who gets the credit.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate webpage at
Www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2013 CREATORS.
COM
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News in brief

Obama guns and immigration
agenda finds itself competing with

economic contraction

WASHINGTON (AP) — Just as President Barack
Obama is pushing new initiatives on gun control
and immigration, the gloomy old problem of a slug-
gish economy is elbowing its way back into promi-
nence. Consumer confidence is falling, the econ-
omy is contracting and large automatic spending
cuts are threatening to hit the Pentagon and other
programs, with uncertain consequences.

These troubles arise as Obama’s public approval
is improving and as he begins to use his sway to
promote the key features of his second-term agen-
da. The White House, the Federal Reserve and in-
dependent economists attributed the shrinkage in
gross domestic product and the drop in consumer
confidence to one-time events and said underlying
economic factors were still showing encouraging
signs.

But in politics, power resides in the moment. Any
immediate economic setback — or the perception
of one — could weaken Obama’s clout or at least
distract him as he carefully tries to put his imprint
on initiatives dealing with immigration and gun
violence.

At the White House, there was no evidence of a
course alteration. And White House officials ex-
pressed confidence in consumption and investment
trends that showed evidence of strength.

But the Commerce Department announcement
Wednesday that the economy shrank at an annual
rate of 0.1 percent came a day after the Conference
Board reported a sharp decline in consumer confi-
dence in January. That drop, together with one in
December, erased consumer confidence that had
built up in 2012.

Republican Hagel, Obama’s
pick for Pentagon, faces GOP

critics at confirmation hearing

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican Chuck Hagel,
President Barack Obama’s nominee for defense
secretary, is facing GOP critics who have chal-
lenged his past comments on Israel, Iran and nu-
clear weapons.

The former two-term senator from Nebraska is
the lone witness at a Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee hearing Thursday that could be crucial in
determining whether he will win Senate confirma-
tion to succeed Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
in Obama’s second-term national security team.
Two former committee chairmen — Democrat Sam
Nunn and Republican John Warner — will intro-
duce the nominee.

If confirmed, Hagel, a decorated Vietnam combat
veteran, would be the first enlisted man and first
Vietnam veteran to serve as defense secretary.

Hagel has the announced backing of about a doz-
en Democrats and the tacit support of dozens more
who are unlikely to embarrass the president by de-
feating his Cabinet pick. One Republican — Sen.
Thad Cochran of Mississippi — has said he will
vote for his former colleague.

Six Republicans, including four members of the
Armed Services panel, have said they will oppose
Hagel’s nomination. Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma,
the top GOP lawmaker on the committee, has said
he and Hagel are “too philosophically opposed” on
issues such as defense spending, nuclear weapons
and the Middle East.

Senate to clear debt limit
increase for Obama as

Washington moves on to new fights

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate is poised to
permit the government to borrow hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars more to meet its obligations, put-
ting off one Washington showdown even as others
loom in coming weeks.

The measure would suspend the $16.4 trillion
limit on federal borrowing through May 18, allow-
ing about $450 billion in new debt to be added to
the federal ledger, according to an estimate by the
Bipartisan Policy Center.

The Republican-controlled House passed the leg-
islation last week. A successful Senate vote would
send the measure to President Barack Obama, who
is expected to sign it into law immediately.

Without the bill, the government would default
on its obligations by as early as mid-February.

The short-term increase in the borrowing cap is
the brainchild of House Republicans, who wanted
to re-sequence a series of upcoming budget battles,
taking the threat of a potentially devastating gov-
ernment default off the table and instead setting up
a clash in March over automatic across-the-board
spending cuts set to strike the Pentagon and many
domestic programs.

Menendez says he reimbursed donor for 2 trips,
denies having sex with Dominican prostitutes

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Robert Menendez’s
office says he reimbursed a prominent Florida po-
litical donor $58,500 for the full cost of two of three
trips Menendez took on the donor’s plane to the Do-
minican Republic in 2010.

There was no public disclosure.

“The senator paid for the two trips out of his per-
sonal account and no reporting requirements ap-
ply,” said Menendez spokeswoman Tricia Enright.

Details of Menendez’s trips emerged as his office
said unsubstantiated allegations that the senator
engaged in sex with prostitutes in the Dominican
Republic are false.

The FBI searched the West Palm Beach, Fla., of-
fice of the donor — eye doctor Salomon Melgen —
on Tuesday night and early Wednesday, but it was
unclear if the raid was related to Menendez, a New
Jersey Democrat.

Neighbors of Ala. man suspected
of holding child in standoff

say he was threatening, violent

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. (AP) — Jimmy Lee Dykes
moved to a rural Alabama neighborhood on a rut-
ted red clay road more than a year ago. It didn’t take
long before he had developed a frightening reputa-
tion as a volatile man with anti-government views
who threatened his neighbors at gunpoint and was
viciously violent to wandering pets.

Multiple neighbors said Dykes, a 65-year-old re-
tired truck driver, was the man suspected of board-
ing a school bus near his home, killing the driver
and taking a 5-year-old boy hostage to begin a stand-
off that entered its second full day Thursday.

The neighborhood near Midland City, popula-
tion 2,300, remained under siege after the Tuesday
shooting, with the suspect and child holed up in
a bunker-type shelter on the man’s property that
was equipped with electricity, food and TV. Early
Thursday, dozens of police cars and rental cars that
had brought FBI agents to the site were gathered on
the state highway at the clay road’s entrance. Some
police officers milled about, guns holstered.

Homes on the road had been evacuated after au-
thorities found what they believed to be a bomb on
the property. SWAT teams earlier had taken up po-
sitions around the gunman’s property and police
negotiators tried to win the kindergartener’s safe
release.

GOP dilemma: Lose support of
immigrants or activists who rallied

behind restrictive stance?

DENVER (AP) — Marty Lich is ready to bolt.

It’s been a couple of years since the self-described
conservative considered herself a Republican, but
she still often votes for GOP candidates. That’s part-
ly because of their tough stands against illegal im-
migration, which the retired teacher’s aide blames
for ruining her Southern California hometown and
fears could threaten the Colorado mountain com-
munity where she now lives.

But Lich and voters like her are watching with de-
spair as more and more Republican politicians edge
toward a bipartisan plan that includes a pathway to
citizenship for many of the estimated 11 million il-
legal immigrants in the U.S. “If the GOP agrees on
this amnesty, they’re selling out their core values,”
Lich said. “They’d lose us. They’d lose the votes of
people who support them, and they’re not going to
gain a lot of votes.”

Demographics and election returns are pushing
Republican leaders away from people like Lich. In
2007, a grass-roots rebellion led Republicans to re-
ject then-President George W. Bush’s immigration
overhaul because it included a process in which
otherwise law-abiding illegal immigrants could
eventually become U.S. citizens. Activists derid-
ed the provision as an “amnesty.” After tea party
groups toppled various Republicans in primaries
over their dovish immigration stands, the party’s
rhetoric and proposals became increasingly tough.

That’s changed since the drubbing the GOP took
last November. Mitt Romney received underwhelm-
ing support from voters in the two fastest-growing
minority groups: 27 percent of Hispanic voters and
an even smaller share from Asians, according to
exit polls. In contrast, George W. Bush won an es-
timated 44 percent of the Hispanic vote in his 2004
re-election.

After massive storm system rakes
Southeast, unleashing tornadoes, 2

dead, splintered debris

ADAIRSVILLE, Ga. (AP) — As rain pelted down,
Kandi Cash trudged through the splintered debris
of her grandparents’ house, hoping to salvage pho-
tos and other prized family keepsakes after a day
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of violent storms raked the Southeast, leaving two
people dead.

The demolished home was one of many in the
Georgia city of Adairsville splintered by a massive
storm front that tore across several states Wednes-
day, unleashing tornadoes and dangerous winds
that easily flipped cars and trucks and smashed
homes and businesses.

On the lot where Cash’s grandparents had their
house also was a mobile home where her aunt lived.
The property also had another small house her
cousin was fixing up to move into after a planned
May wedding. All three homes were demolished:
toys, Christmas ornaments, children’s clothing,
household items and just about everything else
that makes up a home were strewn about.

“I'm just picking up pictures,” the 28-year-old
Cash said. “I've found the most important ones,
like when my cousin was born and her late daddy,
the ones that matter most.”

Cash, who lives in nearby Cartersville, rode out
the violent weather in a neighbor’s basement.
Once the worst had passed, she called her family
in Adairsville and was relieved to hear they’d all
made it to a cinderblock storm shelter under her
grandparents’ home.

Desperate Cypriots turn to
traditional songbird trapping to

make ends meet — defying law

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — It’s just before first
light and the bird-catcher strings nets among the
orange, pomegranate, fig and carob trees in his or-
chard. The sound of chirping emanates from inside
a massive carob — a trick sent from speakers to at-
tract tiny songbirds. By mid-morning, the man dis-
entangles about a half-dozen blackcaps, snaps their
necks with his teeth and drops them in a bucket.

For centuries, the migratory songbirds have been
a prized delicacy among Cypriots. They are also
an illegal one, as entry into the European Union
forced Cyprus to ban the tradition of catching the
creatures, some endangered, in nets or on sticks
slathered with a glue-like substance.

Now economic crisis is luring many out-of~-work
Cypriots back into the centuries-old trade. They
risk stiff fines and even jail time by supplying an
underground market for the tiny songbirds illicitly
served up in the country’s tavernas — but they say
it’s their only way to make ends meet.

Served whole either boiled or pickled, the fatty
birds are such an ugly sight on a plate that outsid-
ers find it hard to fathom how there could be any
profit to be made from them. For many Cypriots,
however, the tangy-sweet taste of the birds is pure
bliss.

Supporters of trapping ‘ambelopoulia,” as the
blackcaps, robins and other warblers are known lo-
cally, ruefully reminisce about how until recently
the practice was widely considered an ingrained
part of local culture, one so lucrative that it sus-
tained entire livelihoods and put countless Kkids
through college.

Visit us online at:

www.bigspringherald.com

the perfect meal for
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Only DQ gives you $6

Grab a mouthwolering
Hungr-Buster” crispy DO" frias,
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237.
Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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Big Spring Players of the Week

The Lady Steers (16-14, 4-4) lost badly to No. 17 ranked Abilene
Wylie on Tuesday, but Dyrshae Vanderbilt — BSHS Head
Girl’s Basketball Coach Mike Warren’s Player of the Week
pick — had a strong showing against a powerful team, scoring
13 points to lead Big Spring.

“She was our leading scorer Tuesday,” Warren said. “she
hasn’t been scoring a lot lately, but we have been working on
her shots with her and she seemed to find her touch (against

Wylie).”

games.”

Vanderbilt’s scoring capabilities are just ‘the icing on the
cake’, said Warren.

“She does so much for us,” he added. “She’s our point guard,
she playes great defense and she has speed. She’s the fastest
player on the court, no matter who we play. She made All-
State track and is a two-year lettermen. She’s played well for
us all year and we will need her to keep in up in the next two

The final games of the season will come on the road against
Monahans on Friday and Greenwood on Tuesday.

Local Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Women’s Basketball
+ Howard College at Frank Phillips
College, 5:45 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
* Howard College at Clarendon
College, 7:45 p.m.

FRIDAY
Girl’s Basketball
+ Big Spring at Monahans, 6:15
p.m.
« Seagraves at Forsan, 6:30 p.m.
« Coahoma at Colorado City, 6:30
p.m.

d

Tavaris Walker

him.”

added.

The Steers suffered arout at the hands of No. 5ranked Abilene
Wrylie on Tuesday, but prior to that they picked up consecutive
District 4-3A victories over Sweetwater and Snyder to keep Big
Spring’s playoff hopes alive.

BSHS Head Boy’s Coach Cliff Thompson was forced to make
some roster changes late in the season and has also had to rely
on junior varsity call-ups to fill some gaps. One constant for
Thompson has been Tavaris Walker, who has led the Steers in
scoring several times.

“(Walker) always does what is asked of him,” Thompson said
of the junior. “He’s a very unselfish player and I like that about

Walker regularly puts up double-digits for Big Spring and
has become a leader on the court by setting a good example.
“He’s always on time and he’s a hard worker,” Thompson

The Steers will be back in action Friday as they make the

trek to Monahans.

+ Brownfield at Stanton, 6:30 p.m.
+ Dawson at Sands, 6:30 p.m.

* Loop at Grady, 6:30 p.m.

* Robert Lee at Garden City, 6:30
p.m.

Boy’s Basketball

+ Big Spring at Monahans, 7:30
p.m.

+ Seagraves at Forsan, 8 p.m.
+ Coahoma at Colorado City, 8
p.m.

* Brownfield at Stanton, 8 p.m.
+ Dawson at Sands, 8 p.m.

* Loop at Grady, 8 p.m.

* Robert Lee at Garden City, 8
p.m.

Little League sign-ups under way

Brian McCormack
Sports Editor

Big Spring Little League is
now holding openregistrations
for all age groups. The league
— which is the largest per cap-
ita in the United States with
over 670 participants last year
— has undergone some minor
changes this season. The age
range has been expanded to
4-16 years. Previosuly, the cut-
off was 15 years old.

There will also be a new divi-
sion for 13-year-old kids.

“This will be the first year
our league will allow 16-year

olds to play,” said Robert
Smith, President of the BSLL.
“We will also have the new di-
vision for 13-year olds, which
will help them transition to
the larger fields.”

The cost is $80 per child and
several divisions are available,
including T-ball.

You can sign up for the
league at the Big Spring Mall
on Saturday, Feb. 2, Saturday,
Feb. 9 and Sat. Feb. 16. from 10
a.m. until 7 p.m.

Weekday registrations will
be held at the mall from Feb.
11-15 (Mon.-Fri.), from 5:30

p.m. until 7 p.m.

A birth certificate for each
child is required at the time of
enrollment.

According to Smith, fun is al-
ways the league’s focus.

“Baseball is considered
Americana,” Smith added.
“Most parents are familiar
with Little League and it’s a
good sport to keep kids active
during the summer. It's the
love of the game, come join in
the fun.”

For further information, con-
tact Smith at 816-8161 or Paige
Jackson at 213-2062.

Spurs top Bobcats, run win streak to 9

SAN ANTONIO (AP)

from the field.

double figures.

Charlotte inside by

— Gregg Popovich
was back from a three-
game absence due to
illness and feeling
pretty good about the
San Antonio Spurs’
latest victory.

Tony Parker had 22
points and San An-
tonio never trailed
in beating the Char-
lotte Bobcats 102-78
on Wednesday night,
extending its winning
streak to nine games.

The reigning West-
ern Conference Player
of the Week, Parker
had his way with Char-
lotte’s backcourt. The
Spurs All-Star guard
had a game-high seven
assists and was 9 for 10

“He did it again,”
Popovich said. “He
put it upon himself
and he comes up with
two big baskets down
the stretch. He’s really
been special.”

Kawhi Leonard
added 18 points, Dan-
ny Green had 17 and
Tiago Splitter 15 for
San Antonio, which
has won 17 straight at
home.

Ramon Sessions
came off the bench to
score a team-high 22
points for Charlotte,
which has lost five of
six. Kemba Walker
(16 points) and Ben
Gordon (11) were the
only other Bobcats in

The Spurs’ perim-
eter players attacked
the basket aggressive-
ly with Tim Duncan
(sore left knee) and
DedJuan Blair (fluid in
right knee) missing
the game, outscoring
the Bobcats 48-24 in
the paint.

“Basically, just
bring energy,” Leon-
ard said of the team’s
strategy. “We wanted
all of our guards to
crash the boards to-
night and get about
five or more rebounds
from our guards. We
just wanted to keep
our energy and pace
up in the game.”

San Antonio set up

going 9 for 16 on 3s (56
percent) and shooting
55 percent from the
field.

“We just tried to
move the ball and take
good shots,” Parker
said. “Tonight, it
worked for me.”

Leonard opened the
scoring by hitting
his first three shots,
including back-to-
back 3s that put San
Antonio up 11-4 with
8 minutes left in the
first. Charlotte battled
back over the next 4
minutes behind an ag-
gressive defense, forc-
ing two missed shots

See SPURS, Page 12

Big 12 wants NCAA to allow conference title game

STILLWATER, Okla. (AP)
— Big 12 commissioner Bob
Bowlsby says the league likely
will seek permission from the
NCAA to hold a championship
game even though it doesn’t
have the 12 members required
under the current rules.

Down to 10 members after
the departure of Nebraska,
Colorado, Missouri and Texas
A&M in recent years, the Big
12 was forced to do without a
championship game the last
two seasons. Kansas State and
Oklahoma tied for the cham-
pionship with matching 8-1
records in conference play
last season, and the Wildcats
earned the automatic BCS
berth after winning the head-

to-head matchup.

Oklahoma got left out of the
BCS when Northern Illinois
made a late charge up the
standings.

Bowlsby had said before this
week’s Big 12 athletic direc-
tors’ meetings in Dallas that
he expected the topic of pursu-
ing the return of a champion-
ship game to come up. With
shifting membership, Big Ten
and Pac-12 added conference
title games in recent years.
The SEC and ACC already had
them.

“At a time when lots of de-
regulation is taking place, it
seems a little bit odd that the
NCAA would be describing
how we determine our cham-

pions,” Bowlsby said Wednes-
day night, when he watched
the Iowa State-Oklahoma State
men’s basketball game.

“I think it’s reasonable to say
if you’re going to have a cham-
pion that you’re going to have
to designate it in one fashion
or another. But to say it has to
be between 12 schools or that
there has to be divisional play
or there has to be a round-rob-
in, we're deregulating lots of
things and that certainly is a
candidate.”

As he has done repeatedly,
Bowlsby reiterated that the
league is comfortable with
proceeding forward  with

See TITLE, Page 11

HERALD file photo/visit www.claxtonphotography.com
Howard College hoopster Brittney Aikens takes a shot
during a game earlier in the season. The Lady Hawks
are 14-7 overall and and 2-4 in WIJCAC play. The HC
women are on the road against Frank Phillips College
today. The Hawk men’s squad are on the road against
Clarendon College. They hold a WICAC record of 5-2,
with an overall record of 18-3.

Visit the HERALD online at
www.higspringherald.com
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ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday, February 2nd,
6:30pm
Lots of Antique Furniture, nice
selection of glassware, cast
iron, tools, Marx Train, collecti-
bles, The usual and unusual 1
and a whole lot more!
www.crossroadsauctionco.com
Crossroads Auction Co.
6607 N. Service Rd.
Big Spring, TX 79720
David Lefever #13251
Auctioneer

Garage Sales

DOWN SIZING Sale: 2413
South Anderson Rd., Friday
and Saturday 9:00-5:00. Wind-
berg prints, saddles, horse
clocks, oak furniture, Montarray
western ware, Fred Roberts

china, misc. items. Call
(432)267-3547.

GARAGE SALE Saturday,
8am-1pm. 604 Bucknell. Lots

of miscellaneous.

Help Wanted

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking
applications. We offer benefits,
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in
person at 501 E. 3rd.

BIG SPRING Country Club is
looking for Line Cook/Sauté
person, 1 vyear experience
preferred. Apply in person. No
phone call.

CAT CONSTRUCTION now
hiring  Roustabout Pushers,
Hands and Dozer Operators.
Top Pay. Apply in person 600
S. E. Broadway, Coahoma.

CHEMICAL PRODUCTION
Company accepting applica-
tions for Truck Treating Driver
and Truck Treating Driver
Trainee. Individual will be
responsible  for  delivering
chemical to customer locations
and other duties, as needed.
Qilfield knowledge preferred.
This position is based in Big
Spring, TX. We offer a $5,000
sign on bonus, competitive Sal-
ary, 401(K), Medical, Dental,
and Vision, paid vacation and
holidays. Submit resume c/o
P.O. Box 1431/ Blind Box 226,
Big Spring, TX 79721-1431.

Coastal Transport
We now have a
$2000.00
Sign On Bonus!
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday
Please contact
1-888-527-7221

CROSSROADS HOSPICE
is hiring for the position of
Volunteer/Bereavement  Coor-
dinator. This is a part-time
position... approximately 20-24
hrs/week.

Application can be completed
at 421 Main St or fax resume to
432.263.5304 attention Debbie
Read.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for
part-time Laundry attendant.
Work 14 days- 7 days off.
Good people skills a must.
Apply 1208 Gregg Street.

Rare Antique Firearms To Be Auctioned! A Very
Rare Authentic Antiqgue 1855 “Colt” Revolving Shotgun ~ Very
Few Made! Authentic Antigue Highly Engraved “Colt" Sheriff
Model Peacemaker ~ with Engravings Everywhere! Very Rare
Authentic Antique 1876 “Winchester”
Antique 1851 “Colt” Rare London Address Navy Revolver. All
Guns in Excellent Original Working Condition. And Many Other
Antique Guns. A Very Rare Antique upright Coin-Op
“Polyphon” Metal Disc Music Box. Beautiful Lawyers Stacking
Bookcase. Antique “Grandfather Clock with Beautiful Chimes
and Case. Fantastic Gold & Silver Coin Collection. A Very Rare
1851-C (Charlotte) $1 Gold Coin and other Rare Gold Coins.
Over 200 Silver Dollars and Many More Coins. Large Diamond
Rings, Leaded Glass Lamps, Salt & Pepper Sets, Mammy Cookie
Jars, Beautiful Pair of Cobalt Blue Cut Crystal Luster's, A
Beautiful “Limoges” Dresser Set and Much More!
Doors Open at 8A.M. Day of Sale for Viewing.
Everything Must be Moved Day of Sale.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is
hiring for the position of social
worker pt/ft.  Candidate will
provide care to hospice
patients in the Howard and
surrounding counties.  Bi-lin-
gual candidate preferred.
Candidate must meet
DADS/MC requirements for a
hospice social worker.

Interested candidates should
fax resume to 432-263-5304
attention Debbie Read.

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk
and Housekeeping person.
Apply at Front Office @ 2701
South Gregg Street.

DRIVERS NEEDED
Professional Transportation,
Inc. is seeking local drivers for
passenger vans in the Big
Spring, TX area. Drug screen,
driving record, and criminal
background check required.
1-800-471-2440
www.professional
transportationinc.com
EOE

FULL-TIME Security Guards
needed for Nights. 12 Hour
Shifts, Must pass background
& drug test. Call between 8am
& 3pm leave  message
432-816-4421.

GREAT WESTERN Dining is
hiring for all positions at
Howard College. Management
and hourly full time and part
time available. Apply in person
at Howard College cafeteria
office or email resume to
ccurry @gwdining.net

KNOCKOUT TRUCKING is
Hiring Vacuum Truck Drivers &
Mechanics. Must have Class A
CDL with tanker endorsement.
Call (432)254-7404 EOE.

KODA SERVICES is looking
for a pipe hand. Must have a
Class A CDL, be available to
work some weekends. Welding
experience is helpful. Good
Pay. For information and appli-
cation call Richard
432-853-5998.

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping.
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West 1-20.
No phone calls please.

LARGE STORE Sales Rep.
Must be 18, able to work inde-
pendently and have reliable
transportation. Salary includes

Base, Commission, OT and
mileage reimbursement. Apply
at

www.pepsibeveragesjobs.com.

LOCAL SALVAGE Yard ac-
cepting applications and hiring
for a parts puller and a dis-
mantler. Must have own tools.
Fill out application at Westex
Auto Parts, 1511 Hwy 350 in
Big Spring.

MANAGER/ TRAINEE person
needed for local Furniture and
Appliance Store. Bilingual and
outgoing personality a plus. All
inquires are to be made in per-
son at 1611 South Gregg, Big
Spring.

PIZZA INN

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF.
MUST HAVE SUPER STAR
PERSONALITY AND GREAT
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

Full Time Position
Systems Analyst Il

Duties: Responsible for the
maintenance, enhancement,
and daily operations of the
Jenzabar PX/POISE Student
Information Systems (SIS) in-
cluding Registration/ Academic
History, Student Billing/
Receivables, Financial Aid
and Institutional Reporting.
Salary and Benefits:
Commensurate  with  experi-
ence, education and expertise,
normal UTPB fringe benefits
package.

For more detailed information
and to apply, log on to
http://ba.utpb.edu/
human-resources/
employment-opportunities/
The University of Texas of the
Permian Basin in an Equal
Opportunity/ Affirmative Action

Employer.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver,
Roustabout Pushers and
Helpers. Must have valid
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W 120 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

N

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Comfort Keepers is seeking
kind, caring & personable indi-
viduals to provide non-medical
in-home care to the elderly.
Full & Part time positions avail-
able and weekends. Flexible
schedule. CNA’s preferred but
not required. Must have Own
Transportation. Please apply at
Texas Workforce Solutions.

INGRAM CONCRETE, a
family-oriented concrete manu-
facturing company, is currently
seeking Fleet  Mechanics.
These are full-time and
permanent positions in Mid-
land, Abilene, San Angelo,
Sweetwater, and Big Spring,
Texas. Compensation based
on experience. Paid weekly.
Home daily. No waiting period

on medical insurance. Full
benefits/401k. Please call
325-646-6518 for additional

information. EOE M/F/D/V

Join our professional cleaning
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training,
all necessary supplies and
uniform.  Must have own
transportation & speak English.
All cleaners are drug tested &
background checked. Bonded
and insured. Call J. Williams
Management at 432-699-2090

AUCTION
Saturday February 2" ~ 10 A.M. Sharp!
LAMESA, TEXAS
Dawson County Community Building
910 S. Houston Ave.

Rifle, Rare Authentic

Bring Cash or Check with proper 1.D. Dealers must bring
copy of Sales Tax Permit. Announcements made day of
sale supersede all other advertisement.

No Buyer’'s Premium!!

Make This Auction A Priority! ~ 405-381-3402
Auctioneer ~ Michael Miears Tx. Lic. # 12703

MARTIN COUNTY Home
Health is now taking applica-
tions for a Full Time
Marketer/Office Clerk.

Monday through Friday 8:30 to
5:00. Excellent Benefits with
competitive pay and mileage.
Also looking for PRN/Weekend
RN. Call Allison Roy RN/DON
At 432-607-3249 or fax resume
to 432-607-3299.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP
now hiring Part-time/Temporary
CSR. Apply in person, 600 S.
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

NEEDING INSURANCE Sales
& Service Agent. Experienced
preferred. Bring resume to 408
East FM 700.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

PARKVIEW NURSING &
Rehab now hiring
Accounts Receivable
Personnel:
Medicare, Medicaid,
Private Insurance.
Must have previous medical
billing experience.
Great environment with mostly
weekly hours M-F (some week-
ends may be required)
Apply in person at
3200 Parkway

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST
BE AVAILABLE DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

PIZZA INN
NOW  HIRING DELIVERY
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE

CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST.
MAKE UP TO $12.00 PER
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG.

SHOP HAND NEEDED-
Must be able to read a tape
measure. Monday thru Friday
6:00am-4:30pm. Call
(432)267-4700.

TOP NOTCH
is Hiring for all positions.
Experience  preferred.  Call
(432)741-2330 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews.
Call 325-884-2255  Apply
Online @ Pinnergy.com

Landscaping

--WANTED-- Looking for
Someone to give me lessons
on a Concertina. Please call
(715)571-2451 live in Big
Spring.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance.
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

CALL

GOT OIL? Looking to buy (or
lease) oil rich minerals. Call
Shane 325-232-7813. READY
TO DRILL.

¢VTE!

SNOW  WHITE Chihuahua
Puppy- Male, Dewarmed.
$100.. Parents on site, pictures
of Grandparents. Call
(432)270-7941 leave message.

Real Estate for Rent

1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished
or unfurnished, All bills paid.
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes,
24Hr. maintenance, Central
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer
connections. Call
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

FOR
RENT
\
1313 COLBY- Nice clean
3 bdrm, 1 bath. CH/A, quite
street, fenced yard. Available

February 1st. $1200 month,
$1000 deposit. 432-816-1464.

1409 MT Vernon, 3 bdr, 1 bath,
CH/A, tile and wood floors.
$975/month, $900/deposit. Call
(432)816-1255.

WANTED EXPERIENCED
Bookkeeper/Accountant .
Call
(432)517-0311
for more info.....

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here - Train ONLINE for Allied
Health and Medical Manage-

ment. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified.

SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599
www.CenturaOnline.com

PIANO LESSONS
Beginners through Advance.
Years of teaching experience.
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)270-7874

Items for Sale

FOR SALE Cotton seed, Cot-
ton burrs, and Cotton motes.

For more information call
432-517-0383.
SEASONED MESQUITE

Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at
432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood.
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00
Half Cord. Delivered and
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found

FOUND FEMALE German
Shepherd-  Vicinity of Val
Verde/Midway- No collar. Call
(432)264-7440 to verify de-
scription/ownership.

IRV

Fuel & Oil Sales Representative
for Parks Fuel

Good Starting Salary & Benefits
Based on Experience

Apply at 1st & Johnson
in Big Spring

236432

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath- garage,
fenced yard, gas heat,
washer and dryer connection.
Background check required.
$900. Month, $900. deposit.
Call 541-292-9825.

CREW HOUSING available
shortly. 1700sq. feet. Sleeps
16 with private lockers, 4 baths
w/3x5 showers. Full kitchen
w/dining  tables for  16.
$950-$1200/night. Call
(817)307-2620.

GUEST HOUSE 1 bedroom,

private entrance. Fenced yard,
small garage, refrigerator &
stove. Water & gas paid. $675
month, $675 deposit. Call
(432)816-9381.

OASIS RV Park- Have Travel
Trailers available for Rent. Also
have multiple Big Shops for
Rent. Call Ginger
432-213-5122.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

N o=

=11 =
RV COURT has Spaces for
Rent, also have RV trailers on
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call
(432)263-3461- Irma.

Real Estate for Sale

BY OWNER: 2715 Rebecca.
3/2, 2 car garage, total electric,
corner lot, sprinkler yards,
12x18 shop/stg, 12x24 carport
in back. Asking $115,000.00,
Call 432-263-8016, 213-4984.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
Sale or Lease 2100 square
feet, Wasson Road. Close to
FM 700. Remodeled 2007, tile
flooring, 3 bath, 6 offices, and
reception  area. Handicap
accessible. Call (432)213-0905
for more information.

FSBO- OWNER Finance
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00
DN and 746.78 (P&l) per mo.
WAC. www.tmsale.net/

2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr.
Please call 806-745-9965.

MOVE-IN-READY- 2611 Sq. Ft
Home in Highland South on
Half acre of land. Call
(432)263-5676 Leave message
or (432)466-3339.

Services Offered

HEAVENS BEST CARPET &
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Services include: Residential
and Commercial, Carpet,
Upholstery, Wood Floors, Tile
and Grout, Spot and Stain
Removal, & Fabric Protection.
Call 432-268-3759

Vehicles
2013 MONTE Carlo RV- 5th

wheel, 37 ft. 3 slides,
washer/dryer, self contained,
many extras. Will deliver.

$37,500.. Call (505)710-0878.

Do you have a house for sale? A
car? Let the Herald Classified
section help you.

Call us Today!
263-7331
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Z WESTEX{ Accessories
N Since 1907 2706 N. HWY 87

432-263-3600
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30 Wkidav 8 a.m-12
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

I Sat

Texas Concealed Licensed
Handgun Class
Friday
February 1st
www.armedforfreedom.com

236363
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236409
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Carpat & Upholstary  Hardveood
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432-268-3759

Lance Reid
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Dry Im 1 Hour! -

hitp://big=pringtx . heavensbest.ooms

BDA Covparies

GENERAL CONTRACTOR (432) 263-1580
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

ROOFING - PAINTING FAX
MASTER REMODELER (432) 263-3711
METAL BUILDINGS CELL

ROBERT P. SHAFFER

OWNER (432) 517-0133

220763

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTIN BIG SPRING

+Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal
+ Doy Kennels

Now Accepting

= e

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW20d St Big Spring, TX

Top Notch Landscaping®

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds e« Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls

Commercial & Residential
ks B8 (432) 2130031 [T [ m

Free Estimates

HOME IMPROVEMENT I"HOME IMPROVEMENT JX  HOME IMPROVEMENT HORSETRANING R METALART  J PEST CONTROL

J&J

Larty's Roofing

Comp & Dementials
Add On's & Patio's

Fpmadiling =

Hews Sipain Patch jobs & small homes
nﬂ{f f{ Eﬁyf , Painting - inside/outside
cu--mnc.m= eta-Cusiom Dacks Tree Trimming.
Free Estimates
_' wieen Floading m e T
: Hitchon and Buath Specialiat Call 2
: 432-436 5620 | 432/210/8049

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Scoggin

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460

220352

Cell 816-6150

STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS

; SIDEWALKS
:tu-; BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 816-6561

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

223913

l!ualltv I}oncrete
Metal Blllllllng

Residential and Commercial
Garage * Shed ¢ Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

816-6839

229714

18 vil. Roll Off
Dumpsters
For Rent

Residential/Commercial

236407

(432) 934-5530

o€ -y
1 IT West Te:as 11
.. Fence & Welding ~_
-r"'_ Garden City, Texas k3

| |
B WoodFencesMetal Femee 3
]' Fipe Fence « Fipe Corrals ‘r
Barbed Wire Fence « Net Wire Fence —L-
; Free Estimates 5
= Home (432) 354-2513  =f
‘ 'L ell:432) 466-1715 =

| Big Spring (123) 263-1836 |
% Sterling City (325) 378-3077 3
T el Sovsrf— g1~

CARPET CLEANING | FENces m [ Fences

ELECTRICAL

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

1323 Hié

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

G083 Roa
ERECERIC

RichardMoren ) 1 once 1173630
Texas Electrical :
Contractor License £2549%

Phone: (432) 264-6261

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8285 or 210-3282

200419

M&s
Lawn Gare

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care
Large Lot Mowing
up to 2 acres
Senior Discount

[432) 517-5554
= e

235502

RS
HOME REPAIR

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty
Add On's
Garage Door Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Lot/Yard/
Construction
Clean-up
Debris Removal
No Job Too Big or Small

Call Chris
(432) 213-5803

236444

HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall,
Carpentry...

Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.
Small Jobs? Small Prices

432-816-0658

236042

www.jnjhandyman.com

Byron Pope

Cutting Horses, Braking
Training & Showing T‘p

Location In
Andrews, TX
f

Call

-

(325) 436-2479

DON'S METAL ART
* 432-934-5131 %
6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184
BIG SPRING, TX

boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

239750

F )
AAVEe AL

<. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement

All Tvpes of Roof Work,
Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,

Additions, Wood Floors.

You Need it

Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

/e TS — L’jr: 3R

Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

We Do lt...

220351

Expert Plumbing TRYING TO SELL
Orai Eglld , YOUR CAR?
rain eaning
5 Herald Classifieds
call g _
(432) 270-3911 HERAL D
M-36107 &
JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING Four Seasons
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. Insulation & Siding
All type of repairs! e
Work Guaranteed. E ’/, / Spevializing Tn
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs B _' e Wall Insulation
d
Doctor a:)IflRepairs! Rr1|||li: :;:::"l
Free Estimates!! pla a
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas. dows & Siding - 5
267-1110 264-8610

L warnwens 2P HouSE FoR SALE C rorsmte X wiowmint JK CARFORSALE

Trying To Get Rid Of

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING

For all your water well needs.

HERALD All major credit cards accepted
DELIVERED: | | Call4321393-5231

CALL Family Owned Business

432-263-1331 For5s¥is. "

Yards & Trees :
'HERALD
".E.‘}B.‘.',‘E Mow Lawns and Prune Trees

2L 432.213-2608 432-263-5461

"Best Lawn Care Service"

TIMMY D'S
ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job
Home Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

231421

dImm» I

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled

Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
Mar F. Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

" FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING
$1.000.00 Off Complete Roof Job
Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured « Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience.
Stump grinder available. For Tree
Trimming and removal.
CALL
Lupe Villaipando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

D GETTTTEED @IS
‘Monico's

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund

m ASSOCIATES

406 Runnels

(Across from Bargain Mart)

231169

CALL

(432) 264-7515

“Se Habla Espanol”

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-71331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

CALL263-1331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

C&DTruck

Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
Tint
Cars, Trucks and
Houses

o year limited warranty

230667

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Libra Moon Paints the Sky

The Libra moon is a lover, a poet and an artist. Her
aesthetic is flawless; her communication style, honey
glazed. As she positions herself to the Aquarius sun in
an air trine that augments the good fortune of
Jupiter’s newly direct status, the sky adopts an
optimistic shade, and the light dances playfully over
the landscape.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Why do the actions of
your loved ones affect your self-image? Because your
identity is entangled in your various roles. But who
you are is really bigger than how they see you — food
for thought.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are
fortunate, and you know that. Now, if
you could only stop yourself from being
so critical of all the bounty around you.
Well, someone has to be the minister of
quality control.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A secret
burns on your tongue, and your social
environment provides just the lightness
and comfort level that may inspire you to
spill it, no big deal. But tomorrow, the
skies will change. So resist telling with
all your might!

CANCER (June 22-July 22). When you
didn’t know the rules, you did whatever you wanted,
and it all worked out fine, more or less. Now you
know the rules, and things seem suddenly difficult.
Chill out. Don’t think about it so much. Take a break.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your loved ones may not
seem to appreciate you, but the contribution you
make to their lives matters more than you know. Do a
private accounting of it, because that will make you
feel good about yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It’s difficult to pinpoint
exactly what makes you fall in love with someone.
The recipe for romance is as complex as a chocolate

HoLIpAY
MATHIS

souffle, and all of the elements have to work together
for the thing to take delicious form.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There is whimsy even in
the most conservative aspects of your life. With the
moon highlighting your artistic influence on others,
you’ll be surprised at how some people act to impress
you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Carried by the
conviction of your dreams, you’ll be tempted to take
on huge endeavors with only a few crude tools. Truly,
you can do better. Put the word out. You need a team!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You used to have
playtime every day when you were a child. Now it
seems rather limited, but it’s every bit as important.
Fight for your right to recreate.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Venus will leave
your sign tomorrow, taking someone’s expectations
with her. Focused on your own desire to succeed,
succeed you will, regardless of what anyone wants
from you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The moon in your
fellow air sign poses a question about your personal
life: Should you seize the day and the love it offers, or
hold out for the love you really want?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You may feel lost in a
sea of options. You usually prefer to feel your way
through difficult problems instead of weighing your
opportunities on the scale of intellect. Tomorrow
brings clarity.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 31). When you know
why you are doing something, the rest is a no-brainer.
This year you answer the “why” question in many
areas of your life, starting with your central
relationships. You’ll seal a deal in February. There’s
family healing and collective victory in the spring.
Someone rich helps you take a professional leap in
May. Aries and Sagittarius people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 16, 1, 13, 5 and 9.

VENUS IN CAPRICORN WRAP-UP: This is the

last day of the current Venus transit in Capricorn.
The love planet entered the realm of the seagoat on
January 8, promising to enlighten us as to the power
structures in our personal lives. Is there someone you
continually give your power to, often unknowingly?
Chances are, you have a better awareness of that now,
though you may have no idea how to stop it. Maybe
there’s even some secret benefit you get from your
submission to this person, and that’s not necessarily a
negative thing. For instance, you may be learning
from this person, and learning always requires some
degree of submission. You can’t, after all, believe your
own way and be open to another person’s way at the
same time. Also, you can’t stand in ignorance and be
curious at the same time. The student must surrender
to some degree to the teacher.

These are the types of relationship dynamics that
Venus has been helping us sort out over the past
month. With tomorrow’s transit into Aquarius, she
offers a cool objectivity to matters. Her intellectual
approach may not yield passionate interaction, but it
has value. Like an arranged marriage, the reasonable
factors imposed on the union often do add up to a
truly brilliant match.

CELEBRITY PROFILES: Newlywed Justin
Timberlake threw a posh yet rustic Italian wedding to
the tune of millions of dollars to celebrate his union
with Pisces Jessica Biel. Aquarius and Pisces people
are zodiac neighbors who can get as comfy as siblings
if they are not careful. But with Aquarius’ intelligent
imagination and Pisces’ craving for magic and
ethereal truth, the bond can be sublimely creative and

exciting, too.

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis, please go to www.creators.com
and click on “Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis page, or you may send
her a postcard in the mail. To find out more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

© 2013 CREATORS.COM

Annie’s Mailbox «

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

Dear Annie: With the recent events
that have occurred across the country
involving mass killings, this has
prompted me to ask a question.

What do you do if you know someone
you think could end up in the news
involved in a mass killing? What do you
do with those gut feelings?

I know someone who has prompted
me and others to think, “This guy is a
ticking time bomb.” This particular
person is still a child, but one who
displays many signs of being severely
troubled.

His parents don’t seem concerned, but
many of us on the outside of this family
dynamic think this child has serious
issues and could potentially end up
committing a horrible crime.

So what do I do? The child has never
been in trouble. He has difficulty in
public situations and prefers to be by

himself. He shows a great interest in
knives and guns, has very few friends,
and has been moved from multiple
schools because “he didn’t fit in.” Does
this make him a potential risk? And if
so, what do I do?

You hear interviews with neighbors
and friends who say, “He was a quiet
kid. I never thought he would do
something like this.” Well, I wouldn’t
be able to say that. — K.

Dear K.: The problem with stopping
such behavior in advance is that there
is no way to reliably predict who will
commit such a crime. Signs can include
depression, anger, drug or alcohol
abuse, lack of empathy and hurting
others.

The angry kid who likes to torture
dogs and pull the wings off of butterflies
is more likely to harm a human being
than the child who is socially awkward,
but it still doesn’t predict mass murder.
And easy access to guns can create an
opportunity for tragedy that would
otherwise defuse in a less disastrous
way.

If you are in regular contact with this
child, the best thing you can do is help
him develop empathy for others and
learn impulse control. We also hope you
can be his friend.

Dear Annie: My husband and I
communicate with our grandchildren
regularly by phone, text and email. We
have one adult grandchild who lives in
another state. Through the years, we
have helped her emotionally, as well as

financially. But she never returns our
calls or emails. We send gifts and never
hear from her.

We simply want to know how she’s
doing and be a part of her life. When I
complain to her mother, she makes
excuses and says her daughter is too
busy. She also says grandparents aren’t
as important to young people these
days.

I find these excuses difficult to
swallow, especially when I hear other
grandparents talk about their
grandkids. Are we expecting too much?
— Disappointed Grandparents

Dear Disappointed: It is absolutely
not true that grandparents are less
important to this generation. But young
adults have been known to take their
family members for granted.

Please continue to stay in touch
regardless of the lack of response. We
think she’ll come around eventually.
However, there is no excuse for not
acknowledging a gift.

If it happens again, tell your
granddaughter that her silence

indicates she isn’t interested in
receiving any more presents. Feel free
to stop sending them.

Dear Annie: I read the letter from
“RH,” whose dog, “Buster,” died and he
wants an identical dog with the same
name.

I am a veterinarian and have seen
many people experience a profound
grief for the loss of their beloved pet.
Many veterinary schools offer free pet
loss hotlines. I also recommend he write
an obituary for “Buster,” describing his
wonderful life, and share it with those
friends and family who will understand.
When he is ready, he can honor
Buster’s memory by forming a
relationship with a new dog who has a

different name. — Massachusetts

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell and
Marcy Sugar, longtime editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please email your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write to: Annie’s Mailbox,
c/o Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, Hermosa Beach, CA
90254. To find out more about Annie’s Mailbox and read
features by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at
WWw.creators.com.

© 2013 CREATORS.COM

Lost a Pet?

visit www.bigspringpd.net and click
onto the Animal Control gallery to see
if you pet has been found by
Animal Control.

EEUBSSEIN

=3 =

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

T =3

WELDING

L.A. Welding Services

24/7 Service

e Rig Welding

* Pipe Welding

e Well Heads
& More

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-1688

P.O. Box 1784
Big Spring, TX 79721

B&B House Leveling

& Foundation Repair

LocarLy Ownep & FamiLy Operatep For 67

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,

coNcREE:
o) . . FRi A
it’s not a steel pier. o ‘
Capable of 90 ft. in depth! \2+ RATING

The Big Country’s only provider

for non-corrosive Steel Piers

* Repairs on Solid Slab, I
Pier & Beam Foundations I
!

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner
Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

LirETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

UNSUITABLE ROCK
STRATUM OR
“FLOATER"

* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

LOAD-BEARING
ROCK STRATUM

325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX ¢800-335-4037

A
BBEB
==

MAMBLE
ABILENE

Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome @ Free Inspections ® Senior Citizens & Military Discounts
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*HeY, Mom! I NEED TEN POLLARS AND
A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE!"
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“Mommy, why does this shirt
have an extra button?”

TME T SH

Xsl6H 1T THINKITS

AVED.

TLL 5T TAKE THE
RUIN THERE... YEAH THE
WHOLE BOTTLE

J1d JMVH T NHOL £1076
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VONE WELL

MUST HAVE

TAM MAKING MY
FAMOUS FRIED BOLOGNA
SANDNICH ! WANT ONE

e

T'M NOTALLOWED T0 TRNE THE
STONE WITHOUT ERMISSION, SO
{TS NOT FRIED...AND TMOUT OF |\
BOLOGNA SO T USED LHEESE ... NO

BREAD, T SUBSTITUTED CRACKERS,

B204T TGN AN DIsH DY CRECTIRE  Drsy

Ha!l YOU DON'T EVEN
HAVE A LAWYER!

" F YOU KNOCK
DOWN MY CASTLE,
T'LL SUE you!

I'LL JUST CALL THAT
LAWYER ON TV. THE
FIRST CONSULTATION
IS FREE.

HEY, LOUEE,
| HEARDYOU
HAD

| WASTAKENTD
HOSPITALS, WHERE |
WOULD CHEER UPTHE
PATIENTS. BUT | WAS
FIRED YESTERDAY.

W02 UOOLIEDaPISIRY

"WEHADSPUTE OVER WHAT WERE THE PERKS OF THE J0B

ARE YO0 GONG
TO EAT THAT
DESSERT?

T

YA AIN'T PUSHIN'
THIS ON ME ‘cUZ
YA GIT A KICK-
BACK FROM TH'
DRUG COMP'NY,
ARE YA, DOC 7

TRUST
™M

©2013 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

DOHN Rose

TH' ONLY KICKBACK I EVER GIT 1S
WHEN I GIT TOO CLOSE TO THAT

MULE OF YORN !

ks

www kingfeatures.com

HURRY, BEETLE/ I CAN'T
HOLD ON MUCH LONGER!

©2013 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

N CAN YOU HANG
A\ ONWHILE I TAKE
BLee F2\ " THIS CALL?

~—

il

SERIoUS !

7 NOU'EE 109, X Lipg SHOULD
s ?9551 L.

©2013 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights re:

4 4 HAMLET, WHY ARE YOU
5| EATING WITH YOUR ELBOWS
ON THE TABLE /!

T HOW MANY TIMES HAVE vgu)
WATCHED THAT OLD )
WESTERN, DEAR? v~

o M

THE PREVIOUS
RECORD WAS
16 TIMES

www.Blondie.com

AND HOW DO YOU KNOW THAT?

27 B
Qg\%? T WAS My
3 RECORD

This Date
In History

Today is Thursday, Jan. 31,
the 31st day of 2013. There are

334 days left in the year.
Today’s  Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 31, 1963, during the
Civil War, the First South
Carolina Volunteers, an all-
black Union regiment com-
posed of former slaves, was
mustered into federal service
at Beaufort, S.C.

On this date:

In 1606, Guy Fawkes, con-
victed of treason for his part in
the “Gunpowder Plot” against
the English Parliament and
King James I, was executed.

In 1797, composer Franz
Schubert was born in Vienna.

In 1865, Gen. Robert E. Lee
was named general-in-chief of
all the Confederate armies.

In 1917, during World War I,
Germany served notice it was
beginning a policy of unre-
stricted submarine warfare.

In 1929, revolutionary Leon
Trotsky and his family were
expelled from the Soviet

Union.

In 1944, during World War II,
U.S. forces began a successful
invasion of Kwajalein Atoll and
other parts of the Japanese-
held Marshall Islands.

In 1950, President Harry S.
Truman announced he had
ordered development of the
hydrogen bomb.

In 1958, the United States
entered the Space Age with its
first successful launch of a sat-
ellite into orbit, Explorer I.

In 1961, NASA launched Ham
the Chimp aboard a Mercury-
Redstone rocket from Cape
Canaveral; Ham was recovered
safely from the Atlantic Ocean
following his 16--minute subor-
bital flight.

In 1971, astronauts Alan
Shepard, Edgar Mitchell and
Stuart Roosa blasted off aboard
Apollo 14 on a mission to the
moon.

In 1990, McDonald’s Corp.
opened its first fast-food restau-
rant in Moscow.

In 2000, an Alaska Airlines
jet crashed into the Pacific
Ocean off Port Hueneme, Calif.,
killing all 88 people aboard.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress
Carol Channing is 92. Baseball
Hall-of-Famer Ernie Banks is
82. Composer Philip Glass is 76.

Former Interior Secretary
James Watt is 75. Queen Beatrix
of the Netherlands is 75. Actor
Stuart Margolin is 73. Actress
Jessica Walter is 72. Former
U.S. Rep. Dick Gephardt, D-Mo.,
is 72. Blues singer-musician
Charlie Musselwhite is 69.
Actor Glynn Turman is 67.
Baseball Hall-of-Famer Nolan
Ryan is 66. Singer-musician
Harry Wayne Casey (KC and
the Sunshine Band) is 62. Rock
singer Johnny Rotten is 57.
Actress Kelly Lynch is 54.
Singer-musician Lloyd Cole is
52. Rock musician Jeff
Hanneman (Slayer) is 49. Rock
musician Al Jaworski (Jesus
Jones) is 47. Actress Minnie
Driver is 43. Actress Portia de

Rossi is 40.
© 2013 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS 63 3-D graph line 10 National 36 Thurman of
1 Does a number 64 Short distance Humor Mo. Pulp Fiction
6 L.A. Sparks’ 65 Fills with 11 Dr. Spock 37 In a little while
league wonder specialty 40 “Don’t worry
10 Performs apart 66 Overdo it on 12 Mosaic piece about me”
14 Nimble stage 13 Window shutter 41 Orange
15 Woodland 67 Duration section variety
creature 68 Car sticker stat. 19 South Carolina 46 Computer
16 Punxsutawney 69 Jutlanders, e.g. senator accessory
groundhog 21 You're welcome, 48 Filled with
17 Onions partner DOWN in Pisa wonder
18 Exotic utopia 1 Western capital 25 Intended 50 Cat calls
20 Put into balance 2 “Uncle!” 26 Plan again, as 51 Like a big sister
22 He’s sorry now 3 Olay competitor strategy 52 44th President

23 Allow 4 First American 29 Machu Picchu 53 37th President
24 Beatles tune orbiter builder 54 Cream of the
from Abbey 5 Medical fluids 30 Sounds of crop
Road 6 OED listings contentment 55 Approvals
27 Discern 7 Gandhi 31 Prefix for 56 Cream of the
28 Langley-based associate present crop
org. 8 Boyfriends 32 Zodiac beast 57 Initial stake
31 Norway’s patron 9 Will of 33 School song 61 Tach letters
saint Up All Night 34 Plant life 62 Paranormal gift
35 Julius Caesar
conquest 1 3 [4 |5 6 [7 [8 |9 10 [11 [12 [13
38 Maytag 12 15 16
alternative
39’95 activists’ 17 18
athering in DC
42 9Restrict?ve 20 21
approach” 24 25
parent
43 “Ciao!” 27
44 Baby food 31 |32 |33 [34 NS5
veggies
45 Consecutively 39 40
47 Longoria of
Desperate 42
Housewives a5 6
49 Infomercial
come-on, 49
maybe
56 Sound heard 56 (57 58
in a herd 60 61 63
58 Biblical
shepherd 64 65 66
59 Likely to change
60 Digital lock input  [° o8 69
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NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Ray Lewis
is “agitated.”Not because the Balti-
more Ravens linebacker thinks the
magazine report linking him to a
company that purports to make per-
formance-enhancers will affect his
play or that of his teammates against
the San Francisco 49ers in the Super
Bowl — the final game of a 17-year
NFL career that most assume will
earn him a spot in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame.

Rather, Lewis did not want to spend
time discussing the subject in pri-
vate with his head coach or in public
with the media, as he did Wednesday,
when his forceful denials — and at-
tacks on the owner of the supplement
company — meant the matter intrud-
ed for a second consecutive day on his
retirement send-off.

“It’s so funny of a story, because
I never, ever took what he says or
whatever I was supposed to do. And
it’s just sad, once again, that someone
can have this much attention on a
stage this big, where the dreams are
really real,” Lewis said, wearing his
white No. 52 Ravens jersey, gray sweat
pants and a black hat with the team’s
purple logo. “I don’t need it. My team-
mates don’t need it. The 49ers don’t
need it. Nobody needs it.”

He smiled widely when the first
question at his media session was
about the topic — surely, he figured
it was coming — then chuckled later
while addressing it. Known for his
frequent references to God and faith,
Lewis called the whole episode a
“joke” and a “trick of the devil,” add-
ing that he told teammates: “Don’t let
people from the outside ever come
and try to disturb what’s inside.”

Sports Illustrated reported Tuesday
that Lewis sought help from a com-
pany called Sports With Alternatives
To Steroids (SWATS), which says its
deer-antler spray and pills contain a
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Ray Lewis says he's ‘agitated’, not angry ahout story

naturally occurring banned product
connected to human growth hormone.
The 37-year-old Lewis, the MVP of the
2001 Super Bowl, is the leading tack-
ler in the NFL postseason after re-
turning from a torn right triceps that
sidelined him for 10 games.

SI reported that company owner
Mitch Ross recorded a call with Lewis
hours after the player hurt his arm in
an October game against Dallas. Ac-
cording to the report, Lewis asked
Ross to send him deer-antler spray
and pills, along with other items made
by the company.

On Wednesday, Lewis called Ross a
coward and said he “has no credibil-
ity.”

Ross declined an interview re-
quest from The Associated Press but
emailed a statement reading: “It is
the view of SWATS and Mitch Ross
that the timing of information was
unfortunate and misleading and was
in no way intended to harm any ath-
lete. We have always been about aid-
ing athletes to heal faster and partici-
pate at an optimum level of play in a
lawful and healthy manner. We never
encourage the use of harmful supple-
ments and/or dangerous drugs.”

Told by a reporter that he seemed
angry, Lewis replied: “Me? Never
angry. I’'m too blessed to be stressed.
Nah. You’re not angry. You can use a
different word. You can use the word
‘agitated,” because I'm here to win the
Super Bowl. I'm not here to entertain
somebody that does not affect that one
way or another.”

Christopher Key, a co-owner of
SWATS, said in a telephone interview
that the company removed NFL play-
ers’ endorsements from its website
because “all the players were given
letters by the NFL two years ago say-
ing they had to cease and desist and
could not continue to do business
with us anymore.”

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello con-
firmed that but did not respond to
other requests for comment about
SWATS or Lewis’ involvement.

Teammates uniformly pushed the
same message as Lewis and Ravens
head coach John Harbaugh — “Ev-
erybody heard about it, but we’re not
worried about it,” is the way rookie
running back Bernard Pierce put it
— and several said NFL players often
are offered products to aid in muscle-
building or recovery.

“You’ve got to bereal careful. You've
got to think there’s a reason they’re
giving you this product,” Pierce said.
“If someone has success, another per-
son wants to be mentioned in that —
like, ‘Oh, I’'m the reason for that.” If
anybody tries to give me anything or
tries to sell me on their stuff, I say,
‘Goright to my agent.””

Wary of using something that hasno
real benefit — or, worse, that would
result in a positive drug test adminis-
tered by the league — players seek ap-
proval first from the NFL, the union,
or a team trainer or doctor.

“I’ve been approached,” Baltimore
nose tackle Ma’ake Kemoeatu said.
“They’ll come to me and they tell me,
‘This will help you with recovery and
all that.’ I say, ‘OK. I appreciate it.’
And then I will call the NFL.”

Another athlete mentioned in the SI
story, three-time golf major champi-
on Vijay Singh, released a statement
Wednesday at the Phoenix Open,
acknowledging he used deer-antler
spray and saying he wasn’t aware that
it may contain a substance banned by
the PGA Tour.

Sports Illustrated reported that
when it spoke to Lewis for its story,
he acknowledged asking Ross for
“some more of the regular stuff” on
the night of the injury and that he has
been associated with the company
“for a couple years.”
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Lewis’ stance was different Wednes-
day.

“He told me there’s nothing to it. ...
He’s told us in the past, he’s told us
now, that he’s never taken any of that
stuff, ever,” Harbaugh said. “And I
believe Ray. I trust Ray completely.
We have a relationship. I know this
man. And I know what he’s all about.
It’s just too bad it has to be something
that gets so much play.”

While Lewis did face a handful of
questions about SWATS, plus some
on-field topics, he never had to deal
Wednesday with a single reference to
a dark chapter in his life: He pleaded
guilty to obstruction of justice in con-
nection with the stabbing deaths of
two men after a Super Bowl party at
an Atlanta nightclub in 2000.

“We all in here have a past. You
know? But how many people actu-
ally dwell into it? You know? Nah, it
ain’t about your past. It’s about your
future,” Lewis said in response to a
question about keeping focused on
Sunday’s game.

“And for me and my teammates, I
promise you, we have a strong group
of men that we don’t bend too much,
and we keep pushing forward. So it’s
not a distraction at all for us,” he said,
raising a clenched fist.

“The trick of the devil is to kill, steal
and destroy. That’s what he comes to
do. He comes to distract you from ev-
erything you're trying to do. There’s
no man ever trained as hard as our
team has trained. There’s no man
that’s went through what we went
through,” Lewis said.

“So to give somebody credit that
doesn’t deserve credit, that would be
a slap in the face for everything we
went through.”

Asked about deer-antler spray, 49ers
tight end Vernon Davis’ take was, “I
don’t think Ray would take any sub-
stance.”

home record to 21-2 this

to cut the lead to 11 early

“In the second half, they

the newest Spurs, Aus-

Parker said. “It’s not
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and four turnovers in
an 8-2 run.

The Bobcats pulled
within 25-23 at the close
of the first quarter on
Walker’s 19-foot jump-
er, but Manu Ginobili
sparked the Spurs in the
second.

Ginobili had four
points, two rebounds
and an assist on Leon-
ard’s 3 in the opening 2
minutes of the second
quarter as San Anto-
nio extended its lead to
32-23. Ginobili finished
with nine points, six as-
sists and five rebounds
in 21 minutes.

Parker had seven
points and five assists
in the third quarter as
San Antonio raised its

season.
“He’s really playing at
an All-Star level for us,”
Green said. “We need
that especially with the
guys we have out. With
Tim being out, him and
Manu have done a great
job of carrying us, put-
ting us on their back.”
The Bobcats were able
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%

in the fourth, but could
get no closer as the
Spurs’ lead swelled to 24
in the final quarter.

Charlotte was 30 for 73
overall from the field (41
percent) while commit-
ting 23 turnovers.

“They took care of
business,” Gordon said.

WAL 2S5

SERVICLES

just put us away. They
were real sharp with ev-
erything they did. They
capitalized on all our
mistakes.”

Leading by double
digits throughout the
second half, the Spurs
spent much of the sec-
ond half trying to set up

tralian Aron Baynes.
After playing 42 seconds
in his NBA debut Friday
at Dallas, Baynes had
seven points and nine
rebounds in 19 minutes
against Charlotte. He
was 3 for 7, missing a
couple of tip-in follows.

“Baynes was good,”

easy to come in the mid-
dle of the season. We're
rolling and playing good
and he came out with a
lot of energy; banging,
rebounding and setting
some good picks.”

The Bobcats bench did
outscore San Antonio’s
44-22.
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Latest A-Rod troubles have Yankees frustrated

NEW YORK (AP) —
Alex Rodriguez was
speaking on a confer-
ence call.

“A huge debacle,” he
said. “Distasteful.”

That was on Dec. 13,
2007, when he re-signed
with the New York Yan-
kees and was discussing
his decision 1% months
earlier to become a free
agent.

Now those words de-
scribe how some in the
team’s front office feel
about A-Rod’s $275 mil-
lion, 10-year contract.

Once considered a
player who could shat-
ter the career home run
record, Rodriguez has
transformed from All-
Star to annoyance for
some in the Yankees
organization. He hasn’t
played a full season

since he was voted his
third AL MVP award in
2007, he’s out for at least
the first half of this year
following hip surgery
on Jan. 16 and now he’s
been accused of again
receiving performance-
enhancing drugs — an
allegation he denies.
Even before the charg-
es were published Tues-
day by the alternative
weekly Miami New
Times along with accu-
sations against Melky
Cabrera, Nelson Cruz,
Gio Gonzalez, Bartolo
Colon and Yasmani
Grandal, some Yankees
executives were wish-
ing Rodriguez would
just go away. Speaking
on condition of anonym-
ity because the team
isn’t publicly comment-
ing on A-Rod’s latest

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or
box.
2 3 9|1
4 5 8
9
8|3 7 4
4 1 65
7
2 1 6
6|9 3 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

troubles, they revealed
their frustration with
the slugger.

And they have a big
incentive for A-Rod to
disappear. If he doesn’t
play again due to a
career-ending injury,
about 85 percent of the
$114 million he’s owed
by the team would be
covered by insurance,
according to one of the
executives who spoke
on condition of anonym-
ity.

New York also might
be able to free itself from
having the $27.5 million
average annual value
of Rodriguez’s contract
count in its luxury tax
payroll in each of the
next five seasons, a key
factor as the Yankees
try to get under the $189
million threshold in
2014.

If Rodriguez is on the
disabled list, his con-

tract is included. But if
he’s on the voluntary re-
tired list, it would not be
part of the total.

And if the Yankees fall
under that $189 million
benchmark, their luxu-
ry tax rate would drop
from its current 50 per-
cent to 17.5 percent for
2015. That would give
them far more flexibil-
ity to pursue pitchers
Clayton Kershaw, Felix
Hernandez and Justin
Verlander if they be-
come free agents follow-
ing the 2014 season.

New York is not like-
ly to be able to void A-
Rod’s deal. Baseball’s
drug agreement be-
tween management and
the players’ association
specifies the commis-
sioner’s office has all
disciplinary authority
for violations.

A-Rod’s poor health,
however, may provide

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
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While Rodriguez re-
bounded from right hip
surgery in March 2009
to help the Yankees to
their first World Series
title since 2000, Dr. Bry-
an Kelly said recovery
from his operation on A-
Rod’s left hip this month
will be more complex if
for no other reason than
it receives more stress
because Rodriguez is a
right-handed hitter.

Even before the latest
kerfuffle, A-Rod seemed
to have worn out his
welcome.

Yankees management
tired of spotting him on
the gossip pages with
Madonna, Kate Hud-
son, Cameron Diaz and
Torrie Wilson. They
bristled when he was
seen with a stripper in
Toronto, at a swingers’
club in Dallas and at
an illegal poker club in
New York.

They made their dis-
pleasure public in 2010
when they said they
never authorized Ro-
driguez to be treated
by Dr. Anthony Galea,
who said he prescribed
anti-inflammatories to
A-Rod following the first
hip operation. Indicted
in part for illegal posses-
sion of human growth
hormone with intent to
distribute, the Canadi-
an doctor pleaded guilty
in 2011 to one count of
introducing misbrand-

ed drugs into interstate
commerce with the in-
tent to mislead a U.S.
agency.

Then came last year’s
playoffs, when Rodri-
guez was benched in
three of nine games and
pinch hit for in three
others. He flirted with
girls in the stands after
he was removed from
the AL championship
series opener against
Detroit.

Rodriguez’s 647 home
runs are 115 shy of ty-
ing Barry Bonds’ -ca-
reer record but he has
totaled just 34 the last
two seasons and his 38th
birthday is in late July.
He has averaged 119
games, 21 homers and 81
RBIs over the last three
years.

Before and after most
games, when media is
allowed to enter the Yan-
kees’ clubhouse, Rodri-
guez spends little time
at his locker in the back
left of the oval room, not
toofar from the entrance
to the inner sanctum
that contains the play-
ers’ lounge, steam room,
sauna, rubdown room,
weight room, trainer’s
room and swimming
pool.

He doesn’t have one
of the prestige locations
flanking the back en-
trance, held by Derek
Jeter and Robinson
Cano, who took over the
spot when Jorge Posada
retired.
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10 members because
conference members
are receiving high pay-
outs per school and
pleased with their
access to the postsea-
son.

“We are unconvinced
at this point that larger
is better,” Bowlsby said.

While the league is
not currently consider-
ing expansion, Bowls-
by said it was looking
at working with other
conferences for partner-
ships on such things as
strengthening noncon-
ference schedules in
football and men’s bas-
ketball.

“One of the things we
know is that the months
of October and Novem-

ber in the football sea-
son are about as good
of sports as you're go-
ing to get. Every game
is important and every
weekend is something
exciting. The month of
September is not nec-
essarily that way,” he
said. “It gives us a way
to fortify our nonconfer-
ence schedule in some
important ways, too.”

He said that could also
mean more marquee
nonconference games
outside ofthe first month
of the football season.

“We, as arule, haven'’t
played very many non-
conference games after
the first of October,”
Bowlsby said. “And so,
the thought of choreo-
graphing games into the
later portion of the sea-
son is pretty interesting
from a TV standpoint,
too.”
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Opening lead — four of spades.

Assume you’re West, defending
against four hearts. Choosing which
suit to lead is far from clear, but let’s
say you decide thal the best chance
of stopping the contract lies in lead-
ing your singlcton spade, cven
though South bid the suit.

This proves to be a lucky shot —
you find partner with four to the A-
K. He wins the spade with the king
and recognizes your four as a single-
ton. But if, in his exuberance, he con-

Bridge Is a Partnership Game

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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By Steve Becker

tinues with the ace and another
spade, he undoes all the good done
by your opening lead.

You would ruff the third spade,
but that would be the last trick for
your side. Declarer would win what-
ever you return, draw trumps, dis-
card two diamonds from dummy on
the Q-10 of spades and so make the
contract.

But if East is firing on all cylin-
ders, he returns the spade nine, not
the ace, at trick two, thereby retain-
ing control of the spades while he
gives you your ruff. This allows you
to shift to a low diamond at trick
three to force out the ace and estab-
lish the setting trick.

East’s return of the nine of
spades, rather than the deuce, is a
suit-preference signal. By returning
the highest card he can spare in a
ruffing situation, East is asking you
to retumn the higher-ranking of the
two side suits — which are, in this
case, diamonds and clubs.

It takes excellent defense to set
the contract on this deal. West must
find the spade lead at trick one, East
must give him a spade ruff at trick
two, and West must lead a diamond
at trick three. If East-West surmount
these three hurdles, they have every
right to congratulate themselves on a
noteworthy accomplishment.
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