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by THOmAS JENKINS     

Staff Writer

Where are we now and where are 
we going?

That’s the question Big Spring 
City Manager Gary Fuqua posed — 
and answered this week — as the 
city staff took a look back at what it 

had accomplished in 2012 and the 
goals it has for the coming year.

At the top of the city’s list of ac-
complishments for the past year 
was the voter-approved, $11.7 mil-
lion bond project to overhaul the 
municipal water and wastewater 
facilities.

“Of course, we have to continue 

to run these facilities while we re-
build them, so it is a phased proj-
ect,” Fuqua said. “Tonight the 
council awarded the first phase 
of that project to Red River Con-
struction Company,” he said Tues-
day. “We’re looking at having the 

See CITY, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The District 5 seat on the Big Spring City 
Council will see a new face following mu-
nicipal elections this May, as freshman 

council member Craig 
Olson announced today 
he will not be seeking a 
second term.

In a statement provided 
to the Herald this morn-
ing, Olson said personal 
commitments weighed 
heavily on his decision 
not to seek re-election.

“I will not seek re-
election for the District 
5 seat on the Big Spring 

City Council,” Olson said. 
“One term is enough. Ongoing business 
commitments, as well as recreational ac-
tivities continue to require constant at-
tention. I know you will understand.”

Olson offered many thanks to the citi-
zens and voters of Big Spring for their 
support, both before and after his election 
approximately three years ago.

“I’d like to offer a huge thank you to our 
entire community for the encouragement, 
support and kindness shown to me dur-
ing my three years of service with the Big 
Spring City Council,” Olson said. “A very 
special thank you for those in the city’s 
District 5 who had confidence enough to 
vote for me three years ago.

“As I studied each and every issue and 
cast my vote as your representative, the 
city’s long-term interests were always 

See OLSON, Page 3
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Police and emergency medical personnel responded to the scene of this one-vehicle accident in the 2000 
block of main around 5:30 p.m. Wednesday. One person was transported to the Scenic mountain medical 
Center emergency room. Extent of the injuries were unknown this morning.

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

People are running out of time if they 
want to purchase tickets to this year’s 
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce 
Banquet.

Debbye ValVerde, executive director 
of the chamber, said Friday is the final 
day to buy tickets for this year’s event, 
which will be held at 7 p.m. Jan. 31 in 
Howard College’s Dorothy Garrett Coli-
seum. Tickets cost $25 apiece.

This year’s event is titled, “Moving 
Forward With Every Step,” an idea that 
dovetails nicely with both the banquet 

and the chamber’s overall mission, 
ValVerde said.

“The banquet is not only important to 
our members, but to others in the com-
munity as well,” she said. “When we 
all work together … it’s easy for us as a 
community to move forward.”

The highlight of the banquet will be 
the naming of the chamber’s man and 
woman of the year, who will be intro-
duced by  Marc Marchesseault and Sher-
ry Hodnett, last year’s winners.

In a bit of a departure from previous 
banquets, there will be no guest speak-
er at this year’s event. Instead, Eddie 
Vandewalker and the students with the 

Howard College Music Department will 
perform.

Other banquet highlights include 
the passing of the gavel from outgoing 
Chamber President Jan Foresyth to her 
successor, Jim Clements.

Banquet sponsors are Alon USA, GEO 
group, Oncor, State National Bank, Wal-
Mart, Water Water and Wells Fargo 
Bank, ValVerde said.

Tickets can be purchased at the cham-
ber office, located at 215 W. Third St.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 235 or by e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

Olson won’t 
seek second 
council term

Olson

Chamber banquet tickets: Buy ‘em now!

City looks back, forward

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

As longtime Big Spring Po-

lice Department Chief Lonnie 
Smith looks to bring his law 
enforcement career to a close 
with retirement in a little 
more than two months, sev-
eral other positions will be 
changing hands, according to 
local officials.

Smith — who announced 
his retirement during Tues-

day night’s city council meet-
ing — said he felt the time for 
retirement was right since 
the construction and opening 
of the Troy M. Hogue Joint 
Law Enforcement Center, 
which houses both the BSPD 
and Howard County Sheriff’s 
Office.

“The new center will be a 

cost saver to our local tax-
payers and bring better effi-
ciency to both departments,” 
Smith said in a statement. 
“The benefits will have an 
effect on our community. By 
sharing the new center, both 
agencies share more infor-
mation and assist each other 
with manpower and training. 

This will be seen by the pub-
lic as time goes on. The patrol 
division of both departments 
share briefings and work 
area, which conjoins the in-
formation needed to patrol 
more efficiently.

“The city patrol are still 

See POLICE, Page 3

Retirements rework police department



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• KASSAUNDRA DYHAN MUNOZ, 22, of 1007 
Sycamore, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated with a child passenger.

• LETICIA MARIA CRUZ, 33, of Midland, Texas, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• JENNIFER LOPEZ URIBE, 38, of 1101 Mesa, was 
arrested Wednesday on a warrant for permitting an 
unlicensed minor to drive (parent or guardian).

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
500 block of Hillside Drive.

• THEFT was reported in the 1200 block of Angela 
Drive.

• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 
the 700 block of S. Gregg Street.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 2500 block of 
Chanute.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 100 block of Davis Road.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 73 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• LARRY WILSON STEIGER JR., 29, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on charges of bail jump-
ing – failure to appear, failure to display driver’s 
license, public intoxication, speeding (two counts), 
violation of a promise to appear (two counts) and 
expired driver’s license.

• RODOLFO GARCIA JR., 38, was arrested 
Wednesday by DPS on Dallas warrants for burglary 
of a vehicle and evading arrest or detention.

• KASSAUNDRA DYHAN MUNOZ, 22, was booked 
into the county detention center Wednesday by the 
BSPD on a charge of driving while intoxicated with 
a child passenger.

• JENNIFER LOPEZ URIBE, 38, was booked into 
the county detention center Thursday by the BSPD 
on a municipal capias warrant for permitting an 
unlicensed minor to drive (parent or guardian).

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
State. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the area 
northeast of FM 700. One person was airlifted from 
the scene.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Wasson and March. One person was 

Bonnie Coker
Bonnie Coker, 78, of Big Spring 

died Wednesday, Jan. 23, 2013, at 
her residence. The family will re-
ceive friends from 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m. Thursday at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Graveside services 
will be at 11 a.m. Friday at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born April 17, 1934, in 
Oklahoma City, Okla., to Gertie 
and George McEwen. She was a 

homemaker and also worked for 37 years for the Big 
Spring Independent School District as a bus driver. 
She was the first woman driver in Big Spring. She 
was a Baptist.

She is survived by her husband, Chap Coker of 
Big Spring; one son, George Coker of Big Spring; 
one daughter, Connie Tate and husband Reed of 
Abilene; four grandchildren; 13 great-grandchil-
dren; and seven great-great-grandchildren; and one 
sister, Betty Gregor of Phoenix, Ariz.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by one brother, Benny McEwen.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Joe Lozano Jr.
Joe Lozano Jr., 61, of Big Spring 

died Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013, in a 
Midland hospital. Memorial ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m., Friday, 
Jan. 25, 2013, at the Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Rosewood Chapel. 

He was born Aug. 11, 1951, in 
Austin, Texas, and moved to Big 
Spring in 1958. Joe had worked for 
the Big Spring State Hospital and 
at Branham’s Furniture. He was a 

member of Iglesia Bautista Le Fe.
Survivors include his wife, Irma Lozano of Big 

Spring; his children, Lisa Lamb of Fort Worth, Vic-
toria Warren of Midland, Anastasia Lozano of Big 
Spring, Gary Lozano, Jake Garcia and Adrianna 
Garcia, all of San Antonio and Joe Lozano of Irving; 
his mother, Natalia Garcia of Uvalde; five brothers, 
Benny Lozano of Austin, Tony Lozano of Tomball, 
Phillip Lozano of Hobbs, N.M,, Roland Lozano of 
Austin and Geno Lozano; six sisters, Lupe Mendez 
of Bryan, Cynthia Lucio, Cheryl Lozano, Patsy Gar-
za and Melinda Ramos, all of Austin, and Theresa 
Sanchez of San Marcos, Calif.; and 13 grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death by his father, Joe E. Lo-
zano, and one brother. 

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

James Hollis Meek
James Hollis Meek, 79, of Odessa 

passed away Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013, 
at Midland Memorial Hospital. 
He was born Jan. 11, 1934, in Big 
Spring, Texas. He served in the 
U.S. Navy. and was owner of the 
Swim Shop.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, J.M. and Helen Meek; 
daughter, Karla Meek; and sister, 
Reba Kennedy.

He is survived by his wife, Carol Meek of Odes-
sa; son, Kent Meek and wife Johnnie of Midland; 
daughter, Kathy Gianfala of Odessa; sisters, Meda 
Cunningham of Big Spring, Jolene Starrack of Cole-
man and Betty Jaun Valiquette of Midland; grand-
daughter, Sarah Fontenot; great-granddaughter, 
Tierrah; brother-in-law, Bob Kennedy; best friend, 
Gene Walls; and numerous nieces and nephews.

There will be a visitation from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 25, 2013, at Hubbard-Kelly Funeral 
Home. Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 26, 2013, at Hubbard-Kelly Funeral Home. 
Burial will be in  Trinity Memorial Park in Big 
Spring.

Services entrusted to Hubbard-Kelly Funeral 
Home.

Paid obituary

Bettye J. Griffith
Bettye J. Griffith, 78, of Big Spring 

died Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2013, at Mar-
cy House. Funeral Services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Friday at East Fourth 
Baptist Church with burial at Trin-
ity Memorial Park.

She was born June 15, 1934, in 
Winters, Texas, to Juanita and Ar-
thur Dean. She grew up in Forsan 
and married Royce Griffith on Aug. 
10, 1952, in Forsan. He preceded her 

in death Dec. 6, 2006. She worked as a bank teller for 
many years at First National Bank in Big Spring. 
She was a lifetime resident of Howard County and 
was a member of East Fourth Baptist Church.

She is survived by one daughter, Veanda Jones 
and her husband Bill of Georgetown; four grand-
sons, Brant Jones and Christi Jones of Grapevine, 
Blake Jones and his wife Holly of San Antonio, 
Landon Jones and his wife Jovanna of Midland and 
Lastain Jones  of Austin; six great-grandchildren, 
Brooks Jones, Ellorie Jones, Jedediah Jones, Saila 
Jones, Ryder Jones and Aurelia Jones; two broth-
ers, Randy DEan and his wife Sydney of Perryton 
and Ricky DEan and his wife Lana of Winslow, Ind.; 
one sister, Barbara Tilley and her husband Mar-
shall and daughter Rhonda of Amarillo; and three 
sisters-in-law, Pennie DEan and her daughters An-
nisa and Genifer of Big Spring, Hattie Griffith of 
Forsan and Reta Crenshaw of Plano.

In addition to her parents and husband, she was 
preceded in death by one brother, Jerry DEan.

The family suggests memorials to Relay for Life, 
Attn: Sandy Griffin, 1217 E. 17th St., Big Spring, 
Texas  79720.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary
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transported to SMMC.
• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 block of 

Gunter. One person was transported to SMMC.
• DUMPSTER FIRE was reported in the 600 block 

of Dallas.

Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Fri
1/25

77/47
Plentiful sunshine.
Warm. High 77F.
Winds SSW at 10 to
15 mph.

Sunrise:
7:44 AM

Sunset:
6:12 PM

Sat
1/26

63/41
Times of sun and
clouds. Highs in the
low 60s and lows in
the low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:44 AM

Sunset:
6:13 PM

Sun
1/27

68/52
Cloudy. Highs in the
upper 60s and lows in
the low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:43 AM

Sunset:
6:14 PM

Brownsville
82/62

Houston
77/59

Austin
78/56

Dallas
72/50

El Paso
73/47

Amarillo
58/34

San Antonio
79/58

Big Spring
77/47

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 70 44 sunny Kingsville 84 62 pt sunny
Amarillo 58 34 pt sunny Livingston 76 55 pt sunny
Austin 78 56 pt sunny Longview 70 50 cloudy
Beaumont 74 58 pt sunny Lubbock 68 40 pt sunny
Brownsville 82 62 pt sunny Lufkin 76 57 pt sunny
Brownwood 78 51 pt sunny Midland 77 48 sunny
Corpus Christi 79 62 pt sunny Raymondville 83 61 pt sunny
Corsicana 72 49 pt sunny Rosenberg 78 59 mst sunny
Dallas 72 50 pt sunny San Antonio 79 58 pt sunny
Del Rio 80 54 pt sunny San Marcos 79 56 pt sunny
El Paso 73 47 pt sunny Sulphur Springs 70 47 cloudy
Fort Stockton 83 51 sunny Sweetwater 71 45 mst sunny
Gainesville 63 41 cloudy Tyler 72 53 cloudy
Greenville 67 46 cloudy Weatherford 70 44 pt sunny
Houston 77 59 mst sunny Wichita Falls 50 33 cloudy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 47 29 pt sunny Minneapolis 11 9 cloudy
Boston 21 7 sunny New York 25 14 mst sunny
Chicago 24 19 flurries Phoenix 74 56 cloudy
Dallas 72 50 pt sunny San Francisco 60 50 rain
Denver 64 34 cloudy Seattle 44 41 rain
Houston 77 59 mst sunny St. Louis 26 22 pt sunny
Los Angeles 68 54 rain Washington, DC 31 21 flurries
Miami 77 57 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Jan 18

Full
Jan 26

Last
Feb 3

New
Feb 10

UV Index
Fri

1/25
4

Moderate

Sat
1/26

3
Moderate

Sun
1/27

3
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Non-smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• Circle of Hope, a Celebrate Recovery group, 
meets at 6:30-8 p.m. at Spring Creek Fellowship, 
located in the College Park Shopping Center. 
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery 
program dealing with life’s hang-ups, hurts and 
habits, covering many areas. Circle of Hope group 
is a ministry of Spring Creek Fellowship. For fur-
ther information, contact Dale at 432-270-8462.

• Overcomer’s: Recovery & Restoration (R&R), a 
Christ-centered recovery program is held at 
Cornerstone Covenant Church from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
in the “Green Room” of the East Wing. For more 
convenient access to the meeting room, park in the 
back of the church and enter through the metal 
door across from the fellowship hall. If you need 
more information, contact the church secretary at 
432-264-0015.
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The Optometrist is in!                                                                                    
Introducing:                                                                                                         

Dr. John Slider O.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Certified & Licensed Therapeutic Optometrist  

We offer basic eye exams, contact lens exams, treatment & diagnosis of 
eye disease, special testing for children, Diabetes & Glaucoma           

management, as well as a full selection of eye glasses and contacts       
on site. 

We accept most vision insurance including Medicare and Medicaid.  

No insurance? No  problem!  

Basic Eye Exam as low as $38.  

Contact Lens Exam $60. 

 
Call today to  
schedule an         

appointment.    
432-517-4557 

Get 40 100mg/20mg
pills for only $99.00

Call now and get 4 bonus pills free!

Buy the Blue Pill Now!
call  1-888-395-8456

do you take

SatiSfaction guaranteed

Viagra
 or cialiS?
Save $500!

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 01-31-2013

235399

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME

&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Bettye J. Griffith, 78, 
died Tuesday. Funeral 
Services will be at 2 p.m. 
Friday at East Fourth 
Baptist Church with burial 
at Trinity Memorial Park.  

Bonnie Coker, 78, died 
Wednesday. The family 
will receive friends from 5 
p.m. until 6 p.m. Thursday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Graveside servic-
es will be at 11 a.m. Friday 
at Mt. Olive Memorial 
Park.

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 01/31/13
235401

POLICE
Continued from Page 1

assigned districts and 
work those areas 
through their shift. 
They start the shift and 
end the shift at the new 
building, but then they 
are in the districts 
assigned. As to noticing 
any difference in areas 
of town, the police pres-
ence should be the same. 
We have also completed 
consolidating dispatch 
services and records 
division. This consoli-
dation has and will pro-
vide better efficiency in 
these areas and provide 
savings on both depart-
ments’ budgets.”

According to Smith, 
the city is under con-
tract with Howard 
County to provide crime 
scene services, animal 
control and narcotics 
investigation personnel 
to the county, calling 
the exchange of services 
beneficial to both enti-
ties.

Smith’s emotional an-
nouncement to the city 
council Tuesday eve-
ning isn’t the only re-

tirement the BSPD has 
been dealing with in 
the past few months, ac-
cording to Smith.

“In December, we had 
a crime scene techni-
cian, Wayne Jones, re-
tire after performing 
his duties and service 
to our community for 20 
years. The new person 
hired to fill his position 
is Tanna Thompson,” 
Smith said. “On Jan. 
31, Lt. Terry Chamness 
will also retire after 26 
years of service to our 
community and depart-
ment as administrative 
lieutenant and How-
ard County Emergency 
Management director.

Sgt. Chad Williams 
will be promoted and 
replace Chamness as ad-
ministrative lieutenant 

and emergency manage-
ment director for emer-
gency situations within 
the city of Big Spring. 
County employee Ann 
Farley has assumed du-
ties as emergency man-
agement director for 
events outside the city 
of Big Spring and in 
Howard County. With 
Williams’ promotion, 
Sgt. Brian Gordon will 
be assigned to support 
services and animal 
control, while Cpl. John 
Haynes will be promot-
ed to sergeant and be 
assigned to patrol divi-
sion, replacing Sgt. Gor-
don.

Smith — who has 
served with the BSPD for 
more than 35 years and 
as chief for more than 15 
years — offered thanks 

to his department and 
community for their 
support through the 
years.

“I’d like to thank the 
personnel who have 
worked for and with me 
over these many years 
for their dedication to 
our department and 
community,” he said. 
“I’d also like to thank 
the different mayors, 
council persons and 
city staff who I have 
served under for their 
support.”

Smith’s retirement 
goes into effect March 
30.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

CITY
Continued from Page 1

water treatment plant 
completed sometime 
around December 2014 
or early 2015. The waste-
water plant moves a bit 
quicker and should be 
completed by August of 
2014.”

The project — financed 
largely by the Big Spring 
Economic Development 
Corporation with the 
city picking up the re-
maining tab — was ap-
proved by voters in May 
after the council voted 
unanimously to have it 
placed on the ballot.

Another matter that 
weighed heavily on both 
the present and future 
sides of the presentation 
was the municipal land-
fill, which city officials 
have been in the process 
recently of meeting with 
officials with the Texas 

Commission for Envi-
ronmental Quality.

“This is something 
we’ve been talking about 
for quite some time,” 
Fuqua said. “We’ve 
looked at several differ-
ent options and formed 
a committee. We’ve 
looked at other proper-
ties. We know our ex-
isting landfill will last 
approximately three 
years.

“We’ve developed and 
evaluated plans for our 
future expansion. We’re 
looking at purchas-
ing the land and we’re 
beginning to work on 
those negotiations. We 
met with TECQ to ini-
tialize the permitting 
process and talked to 
them about the feasibil-
ity of our plan.”

Fuqua also went over 
last year’s efforts to re-
place a large amount 
of water lines within 
the city, which cost the 

municipality approxi-
mately $900,000 of its $1 
million budget and in-
cluded portions of Third 
and Fourth Streets and 
Birdwell Lane.

Fuqua said he’d like to 
see the city continue to 
tackle the problem with 
aging water lines ag-
gressively in the years 
to come.

The newly built Troy 
M. Hogue Joint Law En-
forcement Center also 
figured in heavily to 
last year’s accomplish-
ments. The combining 
of several services — 
dispatch, records and 
other safety services — 
between the Big Spring 
Police Department and 
Howard County Sher-
iff’s Office is already 
saving taxpayers mon-
ey, according to Fuqua.

The city also recently 
contracted with Parkh-
ill, Smith & Cooper for 
improvements to the 

Municipal Auditori-
um’s sound and lighting 
systems, and is in the 
process of testing and 
exploring the outsourc-
ing of fleet maintenance 
services to improve 
efficiency and reduce 
costs.

As for the future, the 
city already has one 
mammoth project star-
ing it in the face — the 
recent donation of the 
Malone & Hogan Clinic 
to the municipality.

“This is something we 
did not go out and solic-
it. We received a phone 
call from the people who 
own the clinic asking us 
to help them and take 
this building,” Fuqua 
said. “Some of the things 
we’re working with are 
long-term management 
issues and, of course, 
maintenance and re-
pairs. We’re also look-
ing at the possibility of 
moving the Senior Citi-

zen Center into the first 
floor of the building.”

Fuqua said he has al-
ready spoken with offi-
cials from Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center 
who have assured him 
the hospital will have 
the kitchen space to pro-
vide meals for the pro-
gram, as well as health 
screenings and other 
programs for the area’s 
senior citizens.

Other projects on the 
city’s 2013 radar in-
clude:

• Construction of a en-
trance to the McMahon-
Wrinkle Airpark from 
the Highway 87 truck 
reliever route planned 
for the western side of 
the city.

• Updating the city’s 
Master Plan.

• Evaluating street re-
pair needs within the 

city and implement a 
long-term program to 
systematically seal coat, 
repair and repave exist-
ing streets.

• Prepare for infra-
structure needs related 
to new development.

• Address issues with 
employee turnover and 
morale due to the tre-
mendous pull from the 
oilfield.

Contact Thomas Jen-
kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

OLSON
Continued from Page 1

of the highest priority. It is my sincere hope and 
prayer I have not disappointed you with my repre-
sentation. I would also like to offer very special 
thanks to my distinguished council colleagues who 
voted for me two years in a row as mayor pro-tem. 
These are honors I will always remember and cher-
ish.

“If I can be of assistance to our community in the 
future, please feel free to call on me, as I will always 

welcome the opportunity,” he added. “Big Spring is 
my home, also.”

The first day for Crossroads residents to file to 
run for municipal or school district elections is 
Wednesday. Also up for grabs in the May election 
will be the seat currently held by first-term Big 
Spring Mayor Tommy Duncan, who has not yet in-
dicated whether he will seek re-election.

According to Big Spring officials, political hope-
fuls can begin picking up filing packets from city 
hall — located at 310 Nolan St. — on Wednesday. 
Filing ends March 1.

Filing for the election is being handled by the city 

of Big Spring administration, while the election it-
self will once again be coordinated by the Howard 
County Elections Administration Office. For more 
information on filing to run in the May election, 
contact Big Spring City Hall at 432-264-2513.

Those looking to get a jump on the filing process 
can download applications and necessary forms 
from the Texas Secretary of State website, located 
at www.sos.state.tx.us

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jenkins at 263-7331 
ext. 232 or by e-mail at citydesk@bigspringherald.
com

Take Note▼

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need 
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to 
the Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Council needs assistance in The Chalet Re-
sale Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in 
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check 
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are 
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. For more information, contact Jamey Stegall 
at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-7535.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or 
come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help 
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at 
263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, de-
liveries and crafts. To find out more information or 
to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home Hos-
pice by calling 264-7599. 

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-

bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made 
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help. If 
you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting ap-
pointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seek-
ing legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and child support issues, social 
security cases, employment and housing may con-
tact the office to schedule an appointment. Crimi-
nal cases are not accepted. Anyone recently served 
with legal documents should call the office immedi-
ately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in need 
of foster families. Foster parents are the caretakers 
for the children in the community who have been 
abused or neglected. For more information on be-
coming foster parents or adoptive families, call the 
Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ 

opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, 

we offer several ways in which you may contact 
us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as 

a street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clari-

ty.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one 

letter per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a 

telephone number or address will not be consid-
ered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@bigspring-
herald.com or mailed to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.

a small prayer

Let us understand your Word, dear Lord, and 
follow it. 

     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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Steve Reagan
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• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 
20500
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U.S. Senator
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Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
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Phone: 202-228-0462

• JOhn CORnyn
U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
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Phone: 202-224-2934
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19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 
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• RICK PeRRy
Governor
State Capitol, Room 
2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000
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Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 1105
Big Spring, 79721

Phone: (432) 517-9894
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State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIg SPRIng 
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• TOMMy dunCAn, 
Mayor  — Home: 517-
4070; Office: 264-2350.
 • MARvIn BOyd — 
263-8800
  • CARMen 
hARBOuR — Work: 
264-2401. 
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— Home: 263-3207.
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 • OSCAR gARCIA — 
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 • dOnnIe BAKeR — 
Home: 267-5325.
 • JIMMIe LOng — 
Home: 466-0793.
 • JOhn CLIne — 
Home: 263-7158.

roger

simon

T he gun control contro-
versy is only the latest 
of many issues to be 
debated almost solely in 

terms of fixed preconceptions, 
with little or no examination of 
hard facts.

Media discussions of gun con-
trol are dominated by two fac-
tors: the National 
Rifle Association 
and the Second 
Amendment. But 
the over-riding 
factual question 
is whether gun 
control laws actu-
ally reduce gun 
crimes in general 
or murder rates in 
particular.

If, as gun control 
advocates claim, 
gun control laws 
really do control guns and save 
lives, there is nothing to prevent 
repealing the Second Amend-
ment, any more than there was 
anything to prevent repealing 
the Eighteenth Amendment that 
created Prohibition.

But, if the hard facts show that 
gun control laws do not actually 
control guns, but instead lead 
to more armed robberies and 
higher murder rates after law-
abiding citizens are disarmed, 
then gun control laws would be 
a bad idea, even if there were 
no Second Amendment and no 
National Rifle Association.

The central issue boils down to 
the question: What are the facts? 
Yet there are many zealots who 
seem utterly unconcerned about 
facts or about their own lack of 
knowledge of facts.

There are people who have 
never fired a shot in their life 
who do not hesitate to declare 
how many bullets should be the 
limit to put into a firearm’s clip 
or magazine. Some say ten bul-
lets but New York state’s recent 
gun control law specifies seven.

Virtually all gun control 
advocates say that 30 bullets in 
a magazine is far too many for 
self-defense or hunting — even 
if they have never gone hunt-
ing and never had to defend 
themselves with a gun. This 
uninformed and self-righteous 
dogmatism is what makes the 
gun control debate so futile and 
so polarizing.

Anyone who faces three home 
invaders, jeopardizing himself 
or his family, might find 30 bul-
lets barely adequate. After all, 
not every bullet hits, even at 
close range, and not every hit 
incapacitates. You can get killed 
by a wounded man.

These plain life-and-death 
realities have been ignored for 
years by people who go ballistic 
when they hear about how many 
shots were fired by the police in 
some encounter with a criminal.

As someone who once taught 
pistol shooting in the Marine 
Corps, I am not the least bit 
surprised by the number of shots 
fired. I have seen people miss a 
stationary target at close range, 
even in the safety and calm of a 
pistol range.

We cannot expect everybody 
to know that. But we can expect 
them to know that they don’t 
know — and to stop spouting off 
about life-and-death issues when 
they don’t have the facts.

The central question as to 
whether gun control laws save 
lives or cost lives has generated 
many factual studies over the 
years. But these studies have 
been like the proverbial tree that 
falls in an empty forest, and has 
been heard by no one — certain-
ly not by zealots who have made 
up their minds and don’t want to 
be confused by the facts.

Most factual studies show no 
reduction in gun crimes, includ-
ing murder, under gun control 
laws. A significant number of 
studies show higher rates of 

murder and other gun crimes 
under gun control laws.

How can this be? It seems obvi-
ous to some gun control zealots 
that, if no one had guns, there 
would be fewer armed robberies 
and fewer people shot to death.

But nothing is easier than to 
disarm peaceful, law-abiding 
people. And nothing is harder 
than to disarm people who are 
neither — especially in a coun-
try with hundreds of millions 
of guns already out there, that 
are not going to rust away for 
centuries.

When it was legal to buy a 
shotgun in London in the middle 
of the 20th century, there were 
very few armed robberies there. 
But, after British gun control 
zealots managed over the years 
to disarm virtually the entire 
law-abiding population, armed 
robberies became literally a hun-
dred times more common. And 
murder rates rose.

One can cherry-pick the fac-
tual studies, or cite some studies 
that have subsequently been 
discredited, but the great bulk of 
the studies show that gun con-
trol laws do not in fact control 
guns. On net balance, they do 
not save lives but cost lives.

Gun control laws allow some 
people to vent their emotions, 
politicians to grandstand and 
self-righteous people to “make a 
statement” — but all at the cost 
of other people’s lives.

Thomas Sowell is a senior 
fellow at the Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University, Stanford, 
CA 94305. His website is www.
tsowell.com. To find out more 
about Thomas Sowell and read 
features by other Creators Syndi-
cate columnists and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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A 
lot less gloomy, a little 
more combative and 
much more impatient 
than four years ago, 

President Barack Obama used 
his second inaugural address on 
Monday to urge action on a na-
tion in the grips of inertia.

“Progress does 
not compel us to 
settle centuries-
long debates about 
the role of govern-
ment for all time,” 
he said, “but it 
does require us to 
act in our time.”

Translation: Lis-
ten up, Congress. 
I’ve got four years 
left, and we’re go-
ing to do things for 
this country even 
if I have to make you kick and 
scream to do them.

“For now decisions are upon 
us, and we cannot afford delay,” 
the president said. “We cannot 
mistake absolutism for prin-
ciple, or substitute spectacle for 
politics, or treat name-calling as 
reasoned debate.”

It was a very careful speech. It 
had been worked on for months, 
with each word weighed. So it 
was no accident that Obama 
used the word “gay” but did not 
use the word “gun.” The latter 
has become more controversial 
than the former these days.

To Obama, a former professor 
of constitutional law, the speech 
had a historical framework. At 
the beginning of his speech, he 
invoked the most sacred words 
from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.”

But this was more than just 
patriotic filler. It was a call to re-
place inaction with action. “For 
history tells us that while these 
truths may be self-evident, they 
have never been self-executing,” 
Obama said. “While freedom is a 

gift from God, it must be secured 
by His people here on Earth.”

In other words, let’s get up and 
do some things.

Four years ago, Obama and 
the nation were near despair. 
“Our nation is at war, against a 
far-reaching network of violence 
and hatred,” he said back then. 
“Our economy is badly weak-
ened, a consequence of greed 
and irresponsibility on the part 
of some, but also our collective 
failure to make hard choices 
and prepare the nation for a new 
age.”

Back then, he talked about 
lost homes and shuttered busi-
nesses, and then spoke of some-
thing even worse: “a sapping of 
confidence across our land — a 
nagging fear that America’s de-
cline is inevitable, and that the 
next generation must lower its 
sights.”

This time, in this speech, the 
mood was different.

“A decade of war is now end-
ing; an economic recovery has 
begun,” the president said on the 
west steps of the Capitol after 
taking his oath of office. “My 
fellow Americans, we are made 
for this moment, and we will 
seize it — so long as we seize it 
together.”

Togetherness was very much 
a theme of the speech. Hyper-
partisanship has frozen the 
machinery of Congress, but the 
people working together can 
force a thaw.

And, showing some of the com-
bativeness of his first inaugural 
address in which he rejected the 
political philosophies of Ronald 
Reagan and George W. Bush, 
Obama directly scorned the phi-
losophy of Mitt Romney.

“We do not believe that in this 
country, freedom is reserved for 
the lucky, or happiness for the 
few,” he said. 

“The commitments we make to 
each other — through Medicare, 
and Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity — these things do not sap 
our initiative; they strengthen 
us. They do not make us a nation 
of takers; they free us to take 

the risks that make this country 
great.”

He spent little time on for-
eign policy, except to say that 
America would defend democ-
racy across the globe. But there 
are limits. “We, the people, still 
believe that enduring security 
and lasting peace do not require 
perpetual war,” he said.

Then he swung back to Ameri-
ca, delving into its past, praising 
the “pioneers” who had been at 
Seneca Falls (for women’s right 
in 1848), and Selma (for civil 
rights in 1965), and Stonewall 
(for gay rights in 1969).

“It is now our generation’s task 
to carry on what those pioneers 
began,” he said, and then talked 
about how America’s journey 
was not complete until there 
were equal rights for women, for 
“our gay brothers and sisters,” 
for “hopeful immigrants” and 
“until no citizen is forced to wait 
for hours to exercise the right to 
vote.”

In coded language calling for 
gun control but carefully avoid-
ing that term, he added: “Our 
journey is not complete until all 
our children, from the streets of 
Detroit to the hills of Appalachia 
to the quiet lanes of Newtown, 
know that they are cared for, 
and cherished, and always safe 
from harm.”

He added with the same mes-
sage that he had emphasized 
throughout his campaign: There 
are no guarantees, but at least 
we are all in this together.

“With common effort and 
common purpose, with passion 
and dedication,” he said, “let us 
answer the call of history, and 
carry into an uncertain future 
that precious light of freedom.”

Let’s just do it. Now!

To find out more about Roger 
Simon, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate webpage at www.
creators.com.
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Do gun control laws control guns?

Obama inaugural: Just do it!
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News in brief
Sheriff: Second suspect 
possible in college attack

HOUSTON (AP) — A second suspect may emerge 
in the aftermath of the shooting at a Houston-area 
community college that left three people injured, 
the Harris County sheriff said Wednesday.

At least 10 shots were fired Tuesday during a dis-
pute between two men outside the library at the 
North Harris campus of Lone Star College, Sheriff 
Adrian Garcia said. Authorities were still looking 
for the handgun that was used.

Carlton Berry, 22, is charged with two felony 
counts of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. 
Garcia offered no additional details on the role of a 
possible second suspect. He said investigators were 
trying to determine what caused the argument, 
adding that the dispute was “idiocy, stupidity.”

“We had individuals who did not care about put-
ting other people in harm’s way,” he said at an af-
ternoon news conference. “It was a ridiculous, ado-
lescent confrontation that occurred.”

Berry was injured in the incident and is under po-
lice supervision at a Houston hospital, Garcia said. 
Investigators were still trying to determine how he 
was wounded.

Berry had a Lone Star College ID but it was not 
clear whether he was enrolled at the school, Gar-
cia said. Court records did not list an attorney for 
Berry.

Garcia said the two other people wounded in 
the shooting were recovering. Jody Neal, 25, with 
whom Berry was arguing, was shot in the abdomen 
and leg. Neal was pursuing his GED. Charges were 
not expected to be filed against Neal, as officials 
said that Berry was the only one with a weapon.

A maintenance worker for the college, 55-year-
old Bobby Cliburn, was standing nearby and was 
shot in the leg. Sheriff’s officials corrected his age, 
which was reported earlier as 69.

A woman whose name has not been released also 
received medical treatment. It was initially be-
lieved she suffered a heart attack, but Garcia said 
she was treated for an anxiety attack.

Berry is scheduled for a court hearing Thurs-
day, which could be delayed because of his medi-
cal condition, officials said. He faces a total bond 
of $60,000.

FBI investigating fatal 
shooting of immigrants

MCALLEN, Texas (AP) — A letter sent from the 
Texas Department of Public Safety to the state At-
torney General on Wednesday confirms that the 
FBI is investigating a state trooper’s fatal shooting 
of two Guatemalan immigrants.

The letter, which was copied to The Associated 
Press, came in response to the AP’s public records 
request for documents related to the state investi-
gation of the Oct. 25 shooting near La Joya.

The incident began with a chase after Texas 
Parks and Wildlife game wardens spotted a red 
pickup near La Joya and the U.S.-Mexico border, 
about 250 miles south of San Antonio. The wardens 
requested help, and the DPS helicopter joined mid-
way in the 14-mile, high-speed pursuit of what au-
thorities said they believed was a “typical covered 
drug load.”

A trooper fired from the helicopter to disable the 
vehicle, and it crashed into a ditch. Two illegal im-
migrants died, and a third was injured. Authorities 
said the wounded immigrants were among six hid-
ing under a blanket in the truck’s bed.

In the days following the incident, civil rights 
groups and the Guatemalan government expressed 
concerns that DPS was essentially investigating it-
self since the Texas Rangers, who were leading the 
investigation, fall under the DPS umbrella. A week 
after the incident, DPS Director Steve McCraw said 
he had asked the FBI and the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Rights Division to investigate and 
would turn over the Texas Rangers’ report.

The FBI had declined to confirm or deny such an 
investigation. But in one of several arguments DPS 
made to withhold the documents, Wednesday’s let-
ter states “a criminal investigation into the above-
referenced incident is ongoing and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is also involved in the in-
vestigation at this time.” The letter is also copied 
to a FBI special agent in the agency’s San Antonio 
office.

Education chief: Court 
puts funding talks on hold

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas Education Com-
missioner Michael Williams sidestepped the debate 
over $5.4 billion slashed from public schools two 
years ago during his first appearance Wednesday 
before state budget-writers, who have kept those 
classroom cuts in place despite Texas’ deeper pock-
ets this time around.

Those cuts triggered a series of lawsuits pitting 
hundreds of Texas school districts against the 
state. A judge in Austin plans to rule next month, 
but his decision will almost certainly be appealed 
to the state Supreme Court.

Williams, who was appointed by Gov. Rick Perry 
as the state’s new education chief in October, said 
after testifying to the powerful Senate Finance 
Committee that it was premature to discuss public 

school funding until the court case is settled.
“It’s more prudent now to wait until we hear 

what the court tells us,” Williams said. “The court 
is going to make a determination about whether 
we have adequate dollars or equitable funding. I 
think it is more prudent for the Legislature not to 
put loaded sums of money in one area and have the 
court make a determination that we got to reverse 
and go back in another direction.”

Unlike the Great Recession that dogged the 
state’s revenue outlook in 2011, a resurgent Texas 
economy and a booming oil and gas industry have 
put state coffers flush with dollars again. Both the 
House and Senate introduced budget drafts for 
2014-15 last week, but neither restored the public 
education cuts that the Republican-controlled Leg-
islature made in 2011 while faced with a $27 billion 
shortfall.

State budget officials testified Wednesday that 
the bills do fund a projected enrollment growth of 
about 170,000 new students over the next two years, 
though at the same reduced per-student spending 
rate installed two years ago.

Asked about the impact the cuts have had in Tex-
as classrooms, Williams spoke optimistically.

“We’re not seeing dramatic numbers of schools 
becoming academically unacceptable or losing 
accreditation,” Williams said. “So I think school 
districts are doing their part with the dollars they 
have.”

ID sought after human 
skull found in Texas woods 

JASPER, Texas (AP) — A human skull found by 
a deer hunter in some East Texas woods has been 
sent to a forensic lab in an effort to identify the per-
son.

Jasper County Sheriff Mitchell Newman said 
Wednesday that authorities have not had a miss-
ing person report for several years.

Officials say the hunter came upon the remains 
Tuesday night in a wooded area off a road just 
north of Jasper. Several pieces of vertebrae were 
also located.

Jasper is about 125 miles northeast of Houston.

Austin: psychiatrist 
charged with public lewdness 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A child psychiatrist fired 
from Austin State Hospital amid allegations he 
sexually abused boys getting treatment has been 
charged with public lewdness.

The Austin American-Statesman reported 
Wednesday that Dr. Charles Fischer has been freed 
on $5,000 bond on the Class A misdemeanor. Aus-
tin police records show the 60-year-old Fischer was 
arrested Tuesday afternoon in a wooded area. An-
other man fled.

A grand jury last June indicted Fischer on one 
count of sexual assault, two counts of sexual as-
sault of a child and two counts of indecency with a 
child by contact. He was fired in 2011 and his medi-
cal license suspended during the abuse investiga-
tion going back several years.

Defense attorney Chris Gunter says the new 
charges will likely mean Fischer’s bond in the felo-
ny case will be revoked.

Dallas-area woman who 
survived attack testifies 

DALLAS (AP) — A Dallas-area woman who need-
ed more than 500 stitches after a 2011 beating and 
slashing attack says her now-former boyfriend first 
became violent in 2009.

The woman returns to the stand Thursday in the 
Dallas aggravated sexual assault trial of 34-year-
old Jose Arreola. He’s also charged with family vio-
lence and retaliation.

Defense attorney Michael Todd says the woman 
was the aggressor and pulled knives on Arreola.

The woman testified Wednesday that she never 
saw Arreola angry or violent until he allegedly at-
tacked her in 2009.

Prosecutors say Arreola was free on bail in that 
case when he allegedly raped and sexually mutilat-
ed the woman in March 2011. Doctors say the vic-
tim lost about 40 percent of her blood.

Texan gets prison for 
child porn distribution 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) — A South Texas 
man who had more than 12,000 child pornography 
images on his computers has been sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

A federal judge in Corpus Christi on Wednesday 
sentenced 64-year-old Joseph Fellhauer of Victoria. 
Fellhauer in October pleaded guilty to distribution 
of child pornography.

The investigation began in 2010 when an under-
cover law officer downloaded several child pornog-

raphy items from a computer linked to Fellhauer.
His home was searched in April 2011 and agents 

recovered several electronic media storage devices. 
Prosecutors say the items yielded more than 12,000 
images and about 350 videos of child pornography.

Fellhauer has remained in custody since his ar-
rest a year ago.

Life term sought for 
ex-dentist in wife’s death 

TYLER, Texas (AP) — Prosecutors will seek a life 
sentence for a retired East Texas dentist convicted 
of murder in the fatal shooting of his wife.

The penalty phase of Bobby Ray Nichols’ murder 
trial begins Thursday. A Smith County jury delib-
erated about an hour Wednesday afternoon before 
returning its verdict.

Nichols, who’s 76, fatally shot his 71-year-old wife 
Rosalind Nichols on June 29 during an argument 
at their home.

Nichols testified told jurors that he was “in a stu-
por” and did not intend to fatally shoot his wife 
during an argument at their home last summer.

Alleged cartel supervisor 
to be sentenced 

BROWNSVILLE, Texas (AP) — An alleged man-
ager in Mexico’s Gulf drug cartel convicted of im-
migration and weapon charges could face up to 20 
years in prison.

Jose Luis Zuniga Hernandez — known as “El 
Wicho” — is to be sentenced Thursday in Browns-
ville. Just across the Rio Grande is Matamoros, 
Mexico, where federal authorities say he managed 
cartel operations before fleeing to the U.S. to escape 
his enemies.

Zuniga pleaded guilty earlier this month to ille-
gal re-entry and being an illegal immigrant in pos-
session of a firearm.

Border Patrol agents arrested him and four others 
in October 2011 near the Rio Grande. He was carry-
ing $20,000, cocaine and a gold-plated handgun.

Zuniga’s lawyer had argued that he was fleeing 
for his life. Cartel infighting has driven several 
members into the United States.

More hearings set for 
Fort Hood massacre suspect 

FORT HOOD, Texas (AP) — Three days of pre-
trial hearings have been set for the Army psychia-
trist charged in the deadly Fort Hood shooting ram-
page.

Col. Tara Osborn, the presiding judge in the case, 
set the hearings for Jan. 30-Feb. 1 at the Central 
Texas Army post in the case of Maj. Nidal Hasan.

Hasan faces the death penalty or life in military 
prison without parole if convicted in the 2009 ram-
page that killed 13 and wounded more than two doz-
en others on the Texas Army post. The trial date for 
the 42-year-old American-born Muslim officer has 
yet to be set.

Hasan also is charged with 32 counts of attempted 
premeditated murder.

Former investigator 
charged in drug conspiracy

MCALLEN, Texas (AP) — A former investigator 
with a South Texas district attorney’s office was 
indicted Wednesday on a drug conspiracy charge 
in a case in which others are accused of shooting a 
federal agent.

Aida Palacios was named in a superseding indict-
ment filed Wednesday in McAllen as part of a con-
spiracy that sought to possess and distribute more 
than a ton of marijuana. Additional detail about 
her alleged role was not immediately available and 
it was unknown if she had an attorney.

Hidalgo County District Attorney Rene Guerra 
said Palacios worked primarily on cases of people 
writing bad checks off and on for years in the pros-
ecutor’s office. Palacios resigned in August.

The investigation into the drug trafficking ring, 
in which prosecutors have now implicated Pala-
cios, had been going on for two years when it took a 
violent turn last summer.

Before dawn on July 3, a special agent with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Home-
land Security Investigations was wounded while 
conducting surveillance in Hargill, a rural commu-
nity northeast of McAllen. Agent Kelton Harrison 
was chased, shot and ran off the road.

Pedro Alvarado, 41, and his 18-year-old son, Ar-
noldo Alvarado, were charged in the shooting. Pe-
dro Alvarado’s 16-year-old son has been charged 
as a juvenile in a state district court with attempt-
ed capital murder and is awaiting a decision on 
whether he will be charged as an adult.

In December, five more people were indicted 
on drug conspiracy charges. Palacios was added 
Wednesday as the sixth person.

To submit a 
lifestyle item, call 
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By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 3 of 5 - Easy

3 4 5 9

8 5 4 3

6 9 8 2

7 3 9 1

2 6 7 4

2 4 1 3

6 7 5 1

5 1 8 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

News in brief
N. Korea warns it will conduct 
nuclear test, carry out more long-
range rocket launches

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea’s top 
governing body warned Thursday that the regime 
will conduct its third nuclear test in defiance of U.N. 
punishment, and made clear that its long-range 
rockets are designed to carry not only satellites but 
also warheads aimed at striking the United States.

The National Defense Commission, headed by 
the country’s young leader, Kim Jong Un, de-
nounced Tuesday’s U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion condemning North Korea’s long-range rocket 
launch in December as a banned missile activity 
and expanding sanctions against the regime. The 
commission reaffirmed in its declaration that the 
launch was a peaceful bid to send a satellite into 
space, but also clearly indicated the country’s rock-
et launches have a military purpose: to strike and 
attack the United States.

The commission pledged to keep launching satel-
lites and rockets and to conduct a nuclear test as 
part of a “new phase” of combat with the United 
States, which it blames for leading the U.N. bid to 
punish Pyongyang. It said a nuclear test was part of 
“upcoming” action but did not say exactly when or 
where it would take place.

“We do not hide that a variety of satellites and 
long-range rockets which will be launched by 
the DPRK one after another and a nuclear test of 
higher level which will be carried out by it in the 
upcoming all-out action, a new phase of the anti-
U.S. struggle that has lasted century after century, 
will target against the U.S., the sworn enemy of the 
Korean people,” the commission said, referring to 
North Korea by its official name, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea.

A revised deficit collision course: 
Senate Dems eye new taxes, GOP 
seeks deeper spending cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) — The nation’s sharp dis-
agreements over taxes and spending are on a 
re-routed collision course, as Senate Democrats 
launch a plan that includes new taxes and House 
Republicans vow to speed up their plan to balance 
the federal budget with spending cuts alone.

The Republicans’ new approach would require 
even deeper cuts in social programs than they 
pushed last year. Liberals denounced those earlier 
plans as severe and unfair, and they say the new 
version would be worse.

The new commitments by House and Senate mem-
bers stem from the ongoing dispute over raising 
the federal debt ceiling. The House voted Wednes-
day to postpone any showdown over the borrowing 
limit for three months. The Democratic-led Senate 
plans to endorse the idea, which the White House 
also supports.

That means the next big budget clash will occur 
in March. That’s when major, across-the-board 
spending cuts — both parties dislike them — are 
scheduled to begin unless they are replaced by a 
different deficit-cutting technique.

It’s possible that both parties will continue to find 
ways to postpone and minimize tough decisions on 
taming the deficit. But the new House and Senate 
endeavors could make such dodges more difficult. 
Voters, meanwhile, may get a clearer picture of the 
unpleasant choices they face.

Indian trial of 5 suspects in gang 
rape and murder of woman starts in 
special New Delhi court

NEW DELHI (AP) — Five suspects, their faces 
covered with woolen caps, arrived in a special 

fast-track New Delhi court Thursday for the start 
of their trial for the rape and murder of a young 
woman on a bus last month in a case that triggered 
outrage and questions over the treatment of women 
in India’s justice system.

Police were on alert outside the sprawling court 
complex in south New Delhi as the suspects ar-
rived. Inside the court, about 30 policemen blocked 
access to the room where the trial was to be held, 
while scores of journalists and curious onlookers 
crowded the hallway.

The suspects were whisked into the courtroom by 
a phalanx of armed policemen for the start of the 
trial, although there were no immediate details re-
leased.

The court will hear opening arguments by the 
prosecution and defense lawyers. The trial will be 
conducted in a closed court room after Judge Yo-
gesh Khanna denied a defense motion to make the 
proceedings public.

A sixth suspect says he is a juvenile and is expect-
ed to be tried in a juvenile court.

Families of many Bangladesh 
factory fire victims still waiting for 
promised compensation

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — When fire ravaged a 
Bangladeshi garment factory, killing 112 workers, 
dozens of their families did not even have a body 
to bury because their loved ones’ remains were 
burned beyond recognition. Two months later, the 
same families have yet to receive any of the com-
pensation they were promised — not even their 
relatives’ last paychecks.

An official with the country’s powerful garment 
industry said DNA tests must first be conducted 
to confirm the losses of more than 50 families. He 
would not say why the families have not even re-
ceived the wages their relatives had earned before 
the Nov. 24 blaze.

Many of the families desperately need money af-
ter losing their primary breadwinners in the fire at 
the Tazreen factory, which made clothes for Wal-
Mart, Disney and other Western brands.

The Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association, a foreign supplier and the gov-
ernment promised to give the families of the dead 
600,000 takas ($7,500) each, finance the education of 
the dead workers’ children and pay the November 
salaries of both dead and surviving factory work-
ers.

“I have got nothing. Nobody is saying anything,” 
said Ansar, who uses one name and who lost his 
wife and daughter in the fire.

Fontana, Calif., school police get 
semiautomatic rifles in 
controversial safety program

FONTANA, Calif. (AP) — The high-powered 
semiautomatic rifles recently shipped to school po-
lice in this Southern California city look like they 
belong on a battlefield rather than in a high school, 
but officials here say the weapons could help stop 
a massacre like the one that claimed the lives of 26 
students and educators in Connecticut just weeks 
ago.

Fontana Unified School District police purchased 
14 of the Colt LE6940 rifles last fall, and they were 
delivered the first week of December — a week be-
fore the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 
Over the holiday break, the district’s 14 school po-
lice officers received 40 hours of training on the 
rifles. Officers check them out for each shift from a 
fireproof safe in the police force’s main office.

Fontana isn’t the first district to try this. Other 
Southern California districts also have rifle pro-
grams — some that have been in operation for sev-
eral years. Fontana school police Chief Billy Green 
said he used money from fingerprinting fees to pur-
chase the guns for $14,000 after identifying a “criti-
cal vulnerability” in his force’s ability to protect 
students. The officers, who already wear sidearms, 
wouldn’t be able to stop a shooter like the one in 
Connecticut, he said Wednesday.

“They’re not walking around telling kids, ‘Hurry 
up and get to class’ with a gun around their neck,” 

the chief said. “Parents need to know that if there 
was a shooter on their child’s campus that was 
equipped with body armor or a rifle, we would be 
limited in our ability to stop that threat to their 
children.”

Some parents and students, however, reacted 
with alarm to the news that school resource offi-
cers were being issued the rifles during their shifts. 
The officers split their time between 44 schools in 
the district and keep the rifles in a safe at their as-
signed school or secured in their patrol car each 
day before checking the weapon back in to the 
school police headquarters each night.

John Kerry, Obama’s pick for 
secretary of state, to field questions 
from committee he chairs

WASHINGTON (AP) — Democratic Sen. John 
Kerry, on a smooth path to confirmation as secre-
tary of state, is likely to face friendly questioning 
when he testifies before the committee that he’s 
served on for 28 years and led for the past four.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee chair-
man will sit at the witness table Thursday when he 
appears before the panel, a month after President 
Barack Obama said he wanted him to succeed Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton. Clinton is 
stepping down.

The five-term Massachusetts senator is widely 
expected to win overwhelming bipartisan support 
from his colleagues, and that notion was reinforced 
by the list of people who will introduce him: Clin-
ton, Massachusetts freshman Sen. Elizabeth War-
ren and Republican Sen. John McCain.

McCain and Kerry are friends who have worked 
closely on national security issues. They’re also 
decorated Vietnam War veterans and former presi-
dential candidates who know the sharp sting of de-
feat.

At the conclusion of a Capitol Hill news confer-
ence Tuesday, McCain joked about Kerry’s hearing 
and the tough tactics that won’t be employed.

WTC workers leave graffiti of 
defiance, hope on skyscraper 
rising at ground zero in NY

NEW YORK (AP) — On most construction proj-
ects, workers are discouraged from signing or oth-
erwise scrawling on the iron and concrete. At the 
skyscraper rising at ground zero, though, they’re 
being invited to leave messages for the ages.

“Freedom Forever. WTC 9/11” is scrawled on a 
beam near the top of the gleaming, 104-story One 
World Trade Center. “Change is from within” is on 
a beam on the roof. Another reads: “God Bless the 
workers & inhabitants of this bldg.”

One of the last pieces of steel hoisted up last year 
sits near a precarious edge. The message on it 
reads: “We remember. We rebuild. We come back 
stronger!” It is signed by a visitor to the site last 
year — President Barack Obama.

The words on beams, walls and stairwells of the 
skyscraper that replaces the twin towers lost on 
Sept. 11, 2001, form the graffiti of defiance and re-
birth, what ironworker supervisor Kevin Murphy 
calls “things from the heart.” They’re remembranc-
es of the 2,700 people who died, and testaments to 
the hope that rose from a shattered morning.

“This is not just any construction site, this is a 
special place for these guys,” says Murphy of the 
1,000 men and some women who work in the build-
ing at any given time, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.

Now that women can serve in 
combat roles, military chiefs will 
have to defend any exceptions

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Pentagon’s decision 
to lift the ban on women serving in combat pres-
ents a daunting challenge to top military leaders 
who now will have to decide which, if any, jobs 
they believe should be open only to men.

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is expected to 
announce Thursday that more than 230,000 battle-
front posts — many in Army and Marine infantry 
units and in potentially elite commando jobs — are 
now open to women. It will be up to the military 
service chiefs to recommend and defend whether 
women should be excluded from any of those more 
demanding and deadly positions, such as Navy 
SEALs or the Army’s Delta Force.

The historic change, which was recommended 
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, overturns a 1994 rule 
prohibiting women from being assigned to smaller 
ground combat units.

The change won’t take place overnight: Service 
chiefs will have to develop plans for allowing wom-
en to seek the combat positions, a senior military 
official said. Some jobs may open as soon as this 
year, while assessments for others, such as special 
operations forces, may take longer. The services 
will have until January 2016 to make a case to that 
some positions should remain closed to women.

Officials briefed The Associated Press on the 
changes Wednesday on condition of anonymity so 
they could speak ahead of the official announce-
ment.
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Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Men’s Basketball
• Western Texas College at Howard College,  
7:45 p.m., Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

Women’s Basketball
• Western Texas College at Howard College, 
4:45 p.m., Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

FRIDAY
Boy’s Basketball
• Snyder at Big Spring, 7:30 p.m., Steer 
Gym.
• Sundown at Forsan, 8 p.m.
• Coahoma at Lamesa, 8 p.m.
• Colorado City at Stanton, 8 p.m.
• Garden City at Veribest, 8 p.m.
• O’Donnell at Grady, 8 p.m.
• Wellman-Union at Sands, 8 p.m.

Girl’s Basketball
• Snyder at Big Spring, 6:15 p.m., Steer 
Gym.
• Sundown at Forsan, 6:30 p.m.
• Coahoma at Lamesa, 6:30 p.m.
• Colorado City at Stanton, 6:30 p.m.
• Garden City at Veribest, 6:30 p.m.
• O’Donnell at Grady, 6:30 p.m.
• Wellman-Union at Sands, 6:30 p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 237, 
or e-mail sports@bigspringherald.com

BSHS Players of the Week

Spurs beat Hornets without Duncan, Popovich
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 

The San Antonio Spurs have 
fought through various inju-
ries to key players this sea-
son. Missing coach Gregg 
Popovich almost proved too 
much for them to overcome.

Tony Parker had 24 points 
and 13 assists, and the Spurs 
rallied for a 106-102 victory 
over the New Orleans Hor-
nets on Wednesday night, 
overcoming the absence of 
Popovich and Tim Duncan 
for their 15th straight win at 
home.

Duncan’s absence was no-
ticeable, but Popovich’s was 
more glaring — or less men-
acing, to be precise. Coach 
Mike Budenholzer’s substitu-
tion pattern differed slightly 
than his boss’, but the main 
difference were fewer glares 
and screams following missed 

defensive assignments — and 
Popovich may have screamed 
himself hoarse in the first 
half when New Orleans shot 
63 percent from the field.

“If (Popovich) was here, 
there would have been some 
people fired,” Stephen Jack-
son said.

Popovich did not feel well 
all day, but waited until two 
hours before tipoff to miss 
the game, Budenholzer said. 
His absence caught everyone 
by surprise.

“Pop’s a warrior,” Jackson 
said. “Pop might be the only 
person who’s tougher than 
me. I’ve never known him not 
to be here; but wherever he 
is, I hope he’s well. I know he 
pulled his hair out watching 
this game, but we got a win.”

Tiago Splitter had 25 points 
and added seven rebounds. 

Jackson scored 15 points, 
Danny Green 12 and Manu 
Ginobili nine for San Anto-
nio (34-11).

Eric Gordon scored 17 
points for New Orleans (14-
28). Ryan Anderson added 16 
points, Greivis Vasquez 15 
and Jason Smith 13.

The Spurs trailed most of 
the game with Popovich, 
Duncan (sore left knee) and 
Kawhi Leonard (left patella 
bruise) all sitting out.

The Hornets made their 
first five attempts, missed a 
pair on one possession and 
then proceeded to make their 
next five in taking a 31-21 lead 
with 3:30 left in the first quar-
ter.

“You have to give (New 
Orleans) a lot of credit for 
the first half,” Budenholzer 
said. “A lot of guys were mak-

ing shots. I don’t think our 
defense was great, but give 
credit to New Orleans to how 
good they were. Our focus of-
fensively, we moved the ball 
well in the first half and our 
focus defensively the second 
half was excellent.”

San Antonio picked up its 
defensive intensity in the sec-
ond half, especially midway 
through the fourth. The Spurs 
came up with three turnovers 
and forced four missed shots, 
resulting in a 12-3 run for a 
101-89 lead with 2 minutes left 
in the game.

“We were a little bit tired 
in the first half,” Parker said. 
“I felt like we had no energy. 
Then in the fourth quarter, 
Danny Green did a great job 
on Gordon. We were able to 
run the fast break and get 
some easy baskets and every-

body got going.”
The Hornets closed within 

three points twice in the final 
minute on layups by Xavier 
Henry and Brian Roberts, but 
could get no closer. New Or-
leans coach Monty Williams, 
a former Spurs player and as-
sistant coach, said San Anto-
nio didn’t steal the win.

“No, they beat us,” Wil-
liams said. “That’s what they 
do. They beat you if you make 
mistakes and we made too 
many. They missed 11 free 
throws and we still couldn’t 
win the game.”

Parker, who finished with 
only one turnover in 36 min-
utes, had 10 points while 
shooting 5 for 5 in the final 
quarter.

The Spurs held the 

See SPURS, Page 12

No. 1 Duke routed by No. 25 Miami
CORAL GABLES, Fla. 

(AP) — With a steady 
din coming from the 
sea of orange behind the 
visitors’ basket, No. 1 
Duke had a tough time 
making a shot.

The Blue Devils went 
more than 8 minutes 
without a field goal in 
the first half Wednes-
day night, and a sellout 
became a blowout for 
No. 25 Miami, which 
delighted a boisterous 
crowd with a 90-63 vic-
tory.

The defeat was the 
third-worst ever for a 
No. 1 team. The last 
time Duke lost a regular-
season game by a bigger 
margin was in January 
1984.

“It wasn’t demoral-
izing; they played bet-
ter,” Blue Devils guard 
Rasheed Sulaimon said. 
“I believe we have them 
on the schedule again.”

“We expected them 
to be terrific, and we 
have to match terrific, 
and then you have a ter-
rific game,” Duke coach 
Mike Krzyzewski said. 
“What you had was a 
terrific win for them, 
but not a terrific game. 

We didn’t hold our end 
of the bargain.”

Miami (14-3, 5-0 Atlan-
tic Coast Conference) 
beat a No. 1 team for the 
first time, taking control 
with a stunning 25-1 run 
midway through the 
opening half. The Blue 
Devils missed 13 con-
secutive shots despite 
numerous good looks, 
while four Hurricanes 
hit 3-pointers during the 
run that transformed a 
14-13 deficit into a 38-15 
lead.

Duke (16-2, 3-2) fell to 
0-2 when playing on an 
opponent’s court. The 
Blue Devils’ other loss 
came at North Carolina 
State, a defeat that cost 
them the No. 1 ranking.

They regained the 
top spot this week but 
seemed rattled by the 
capacity crowd, only the 
10th in 10 years at Mi-
ami’s on-campus arena. 
Students began lining 
up for seats outside the 
arena almost 24 hours 
before tipoff, a rarity 
for the attendance-chal-
lenged Hurricanes.

“I don’t know how you 
can sit outside for a bas-
ketball game for that 

long,” Miami guard Du-
rand Scott said. “That 
made me want to win for 
them even more.”

The Hurricanes, who 
are alone atop the league 
standings, won their 
sixth consecutive game. 
They beat Duke for the 
second straight time — 
but only the fourth time 
in the 19-game series.

Miami had been 0-6 
against No. 1 teams. 
Coach Jim Larranaga 
also beat a No. 1 team 
for the first time.

“This is a great memo-
ry,” Larranaga said.

Scott scored a season-
high 25 points for the 
Hurricanes, and Kenny 
Kadji added a season-
high 22. Shane Larkin 
had 18 points, 10 re-
bounds and five assists, 
and Durham, N.C. na-
tive Julian Gamble had 
10 rebounds and four 
blocked shots.

Miami senior center 
Reggie Johnson came 
off the bench in his 
first action since being 
sidelined with a broken 
left thumb Dec. 18. He 
had two points and five 

See ROUT, Page 12

Lawson, Chandler lead Nuggets past Rockets
HOUSTON (AP) — The Denver 

Nuggets pounced when they sensed 
the Houston Rockets were starting to 
crumble.

Ty Lawson scored 21 points, Wil-
son Chandler had 20 and the Nug-
gets pulled away in the third quarter 
Wednesday night for a 105-95 victory 
over the mistake-prone Rockets.

Danilo Gallinari sank three 3-point-
ers and scored 18 points for the Nug-
gets, who converted 28 points off 23 
Houston turnovers to beat the Rock-
ets for the fifth straight time.

Denver took control with a 21-5 
burst late in the third quarter, turn-
ing a flurry of Rockets’ turnovers 

into easy baskets. Lawson said the 
Nuggets noticed a lapse in the Rock-
ets’ defense as their mistakes mount-
ed.

“They’re high-scoring and they 
love transition, but they don’t like 
guarding,” said Lawson, who also 
had seven assists. “Whenever they 
scored, or even when we got the re-
bound, we played in the third quarter 
to push it and try to get easy points. 
They didn’t really run back too much 
and that’s what we did.”

James Harden scored 23 points 
but committed seven turnovers, and 
Omer Asik grabbed 13 rebounds for 
the Rockets. 

Latest NCAA scandal comes from headquarters
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The latest 

black eye for college sports belongs 
to the NCAA.

In an embarrassing blow to its 
watchdog image, the NCAA said 
Wednesday its enforcement staff had 
botched the high-profile investiga-
tion of the University of Miami by 
improperly conducting at least two 
depositions while working with an 
attorney for disgraced booster Nev-
in Shapiro. Miami has been under 
investigation since the convicted 
Ponzi scheme mastermind said he 
had provided improper benefits to 
Hurricanes recruits.

President Mark Emmert said he 
was disappointed and angry with 

the misstep, acknowledging he had 
not seen anything like this since tak-
ing the NCAA job 2 1/2 years ago. He 
said some “people” involved in this 
case were no longer working for the 
NCAA, though he declined to say 
who they were or whether they had 
been fired.

He said none of the evidence col-
lected improperly would be used 
against Miami and that the long-
awaited notice of allegations would 
be delayed until after an external re-
view is completed in approximately 
two weeks.

It was an ugly stumble for 

See SCANDAL, Page 12

Julianna Rodriguez

Tyler Graves

Julianna Rodriguez is only a sophomore, but she has 
proved to be a valuable asset on the court for the Lady 
Steers, who are 3-3 in District 4-3A after a thrilling over-
time win in Sweetwater on Tuesday — a game in which 
Rodriguez made some key plays.

“We’re slowly developing her into a point guard,” 
BSHS Head Girl’s Basketball Coach Mike Warren said. 
“We have Dyrshae (Vanderbilt), but she can’t play the 
entire game. (Rodriguez) is starting to the handle the 
ball better each game. She drove the length of the court 
against Sweetwater and had a big assist which forced 
us to go into overtime and win the game. She also made 
some big shots for us. She’s only a sophomore, but she 
plkays like she’s an upperclassmen.”

BSHS has its sights set on the postseason and is play-
ing well enough to challenge any district foe.

The Lady Steers will be hosting Snyder at Steer Gym 
on Friday at 6:15 p.m.

The Steers have stumbled since District 4-3A play 
began, but they claimed their first win Tuesday on the 
road against the Swetwater Mustangs.

Though the Steers got off to a slow start, they have 
played every opponent tough.

Part of the reason for Big Spring’s grit are its hard-
working players such as Tyler Graves, who is Head 
Coach Cliff Thompson’s Player of the Week selection 
for the second time this season.

“(Graves) didn’t have a great game against Green-
wood offensively, but even when he’s not shooting the 
ball well, he is doing other things. He did have a good 
game against Sweetwater on Tuesday. He plays well de-
fensively in every game.”

Graves was recently chosen to represent Big Spring 
in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes All-Star Basket-
ball Game.

“It’s a real honor to be selected for the FCA. He’s a 
good kid. He’s never late, he never misses practice. 
He’s just a dependable, hard worker.”
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Help Wanted

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BOYCE GALVANIZING is now 
accepting applications for all 
positions. Office Manager and 
Staff, Forklift Drivers, Crane 
Operators, Maintenance Tech-
nicians & General Labor. Email 
info@boycegalvanizing.com 
for an application or stop by 
our office at 4701 N. Hwy 87, 
Big Spring, TX. 

CAT CONSTRUCTION now 
hiring Roustabout Pushers, 
Hands and Dozer Operators. 
Top Pay. Apply in person 600 
S. E.  Broadway, Coahoma.

CHEMICAL PRODUCTION
Company seeking qualified 
candidates for Truck Treating 
Driver. Individual   will    be 
responsible for delivering 
chemical to customer locations 
and other duties, as needed. 
The ideal candidate will have 
1-3 years experience in a simi-
lar role. This position is based 
in Big Spring, TX. Must have 
CDL & Hazmat endorsement.
We  offer  a $5,000  sign  on 
bonus, competitive Salary, 401 
(K), Medical, Dental & Vision, 
paid vacation and holidays.
Submit resume c/o P.O. Box 
1431/226, Big Spring, TX 
79721-1431.

CROSSROADS SALOON now 
hiring Bartender/waitresses. 
Friendly environment. Apply in 
person at 3101 S HWY. 87. 
Ask for Heather or Big Jerm. 
Serious inquiries only!!

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

ESTABLISHED COMPANY in 
Big Spring needs One Experi-
enced Remodel  Carpenter. 
Experienced in all phases of 
remodel construction. Must 
have valid Driver License and 
be drug free. Call RS Home 
Repair, (432)816-3030.

Smith Pipe of Abilene
SPA Drilling

TOOL PUSHER
20 years experience with full
dependable crews. Drug free 
and experienced. Horizontal 

experience a plus. 
Local work- 365 days a year.

Apply in person at 
7435 Hwy. 277 South, 
Abilene, TX or email 

lmorris@smithpipe.net

Help Wanted

GROUND  MAINTENANCE
position: Full time, benefit 
package. 

Apply at 
Trinity Memorial Park, 
6900 S. US Hwy 87,

Big Spring, TX 79720. 
No phone calls please.

HILLCREST   CDC has   a 
Position Available,  Mon.-Fri. If 
you are energetic and love kids  
please  come apply. Must have 
high school dipolma or GED. 
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM 
700.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
part-time Laundry attendant. 
Work 14 days- 7 days off. 
Good  people  skills a must. 
Apply 1208 Gregg Street.

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Comfort Keepers is seeking 
kind, caring & personable indi-
viduals to provide non-medical 
in-home care to the elderly. 
Full & Part time positions avail-
able and weekends. Flexible 
schedule. CNA’s preferred but 
not required. Must have Own 
Transportation. Please apply at 
Texas Workforce Solutions.

INGRAM   CONCRETE, a 
family-oriented concrete manu-
facturing company, is currently 
seeking Fleet Mechanics. 
These    are   full-time   and 
permanent positions in Mid-
land, Abilene, San Angelo, 
Sweetwater, and Big Spring, 
Texas. Compensation based 
on experience. Paid weekly. 
Home daily. No waiting period 
on medical insurance. Full 
benefits/401k. Please call 
325-646-6518  for  additional 
information. EOE M/F/D/V

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

KNOCKOUT TRUCKING is 
Hiring Vacuum Truck Drivers & 
Mechanics. Must have Class A 
CDL with tanker endorsement. 
Call (432)254-7404 EOE. 

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping. 
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West I-20. 
No phone calls please.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time/Temporary 
CSR. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

Help Wanted
LARGE STORE Sales Rep. 
Must be 18, able to work inde-
pendently and have reliable 
transportation. Salary includes 
Base, Commission, OT and 
mileage reimbursement. Apply 
at 
www.pepsibeveragesjobs.com.

LOCAL SALVAGE Yard ac-
cepting applications and hiring 
for a parts puller and a dis-
mantler. Must have own tools. 
Fill out application at Westex 
Auto Parts, 1511 Hwy 350 in 
Big Spring.

NEED BREAKFEST Hostess 
Full-Time and Experienced 
Housekeepers- $8.50/hr.. 
Good references/ clean back-
ground check. Apply directly at 
Super 8, 2900 E. I-20. No 
phone calls please. 

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING & 
Rehab now hiring

Accounts Receivable 
Personnel: 

Medicare, Medicaid, 
Private Insurance.

Must have previous medical 
billing experience.
Great environment with mostly 
weekly hours M-F (some week-
ends may be required)

Apply in person at
3200 Parkway

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call 
(432)213-1186, (432)267-6027. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

Full Time Position
Systems Analyst II

Duties: Responsible for the 
maintenance, enhancement, 
and daily operations of the 
Jenzabar PX/POISE Student 
Information Systems (SIS) in-
cluding Registration/ Academic 
History,     Student    Billing/ 
Receivables,  Financial  Aid 
and Institutional Reporting.
Salary      and     Benefits:
Commensurate with experi-
ence, education and expertise, 
normal UTPB fringe benefits 
package.

For more detailed information 
and to apply, log on to

http://ba.utpb.edu/
human-resources/

employment-opportunities/
The University of Texas of the 
Permian  Basin in an Equal 
Opportunity/ Affirmative Action 
Employer.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SCENIC MOUNTAIN 
MEDICAL CENTER

Pharmacy Technician preferred 
certified/registered with experi-
ence in a health care or retail 
environment. Full-time day shift 
with rotating weekends. Apply 
online at www.smmccares.com

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

Help Wanted
THE  WOOD Group is hiring 
Direct Care Staff for Crisis 
Residential facility. Weekend 
and PRN shift available. No 
certification required. To apply 
visit our website 
www.thewoodgroup.us   and 
fax to 432-263-4334. For 
questions call 432-263-2559.

THE GLASSCOCK County 
Sheriff’s Office has an immedi-
ate opening for a Deputy. Must 
be a licensed Peace Officer in 
the  State of Texas and must 
be TCLEOSE certified and 
have   minimum   of   4   years’ 
experience.

Email resumes to: 
kayla.roberts@

co.glasscock.tx.us 
mail them to GCSO PO Box 
239 Garden City, Texas 79739 
or fax them to 432-354-2325.

TRIAD WESTERN Construc-
tors, Inc. is seeking experi-
enced Operators, Laborers, 
and Welders for work in Sny-
der, TX area. Pre-employment 
drug screening required. We 
are  an  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer. Please fax resume 
to (970)560-1057 or email to 
info@triadwestern.com.

WANTED EXPERIENCED 
Bookkeeper/Accountant .

Call  
(432)517-0311 

for more info.....

WANTED OFFICE/LEASING 
MANAGER.

Call  
(432)517-0311 

for more info.....

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

PIANO LESSONS
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)270-7874

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Cotton seed, Cot-
ton burrs, and Cotton motes. 
For more information call 
432-517-0383.

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

On the Farm
GOT OIL? Looking to buy (or 
lease) oil rich minerals. Call 
Shane 325-232-7813. READY 
TO DRILL.

Pets
FOUND SMALL Chihuahua in 
the vicinity of 11th Place & 
Blackmon, for more information 
call 432-935-6027 ask for 
Jimmy.

FREE TO good home, Female 
Blue Healer/Sheltie, Neutered, 
2 yrs.old, call 432-267-6616.

REWARD LOST DOG
She was lost around Jones-
boro Road on January 3, 2013. 
She answers to the name of 
Fantasia. She is a tan chihua-
hua, If found call 
432-816-7655.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2  BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1708 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2bath, 
CH/A,  tile floors. New carpet. 
$1200/month  $900/deposit. 
Call 432-816-1255.

509 EAST 18th. 1 bdr, stove & 
refrigerator furnished, fenced 
yard. $500.00 Month, $200.00 
deposit. Call 432-270-5543 or 
270-3543.

COTTAGE HOUSE for one 
person  on  same  lot.  Extra 
privacy, warm central air, patio. 
Nonsmoke or pets. $550.00 
Broker (432)270-0707.

Corporate   Rental- Fully 
furnished (linens included), 
washer/dryer- 3/1 no utilities - 
$1350, with utilities - $1600.
Call 432-599-1778.

OASIS RV Park- Have Travel 
Trailers available for Rent. Also 
have multiple Big Shops for 
Rent. Call Ginger 
432-213-5122.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00 
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills 
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

OUT OF TOWN WORKERS, 
STAYING    IN    A   HOTEL? 
2 BDRM, 1 BATH HOUSE, 
COMPLETELY FURNISHED, 
ALL BILLS PAID. NO LEASE, 
NO DEPOSIT. 432-230-6622, 
432-556-3838.

Real Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

Real Estate for Sale
20 ACRES FREE! Own 60 
acres for 40 acre price/pay-
ment. $0 Down, $198/mo. 
Money  Back Guarantee, NO 
CREDIT CHECKS. Beautiful 
Views, West Texas. 
1-800-343-9444.

2904 PARKWAY- 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, 2 car garage, above 
ground swimming pool, 2 
shops, RO System. Call 
(432)267-3000, (432)213-1461 
for more info. or appointment.

BY OWNER: 2715 Rebecca. 
3/2, 2 car garage, total electric, 
corner lot, sprinkler yards, 
12x18 shop/stg, 12x24 carport 
in back. Asking $115,000.00, 
Call 432-263-8016, 213-4984.

FOR SALE: Beautiful 3/2 brick 
home w/double garage in great 
neighborhood. Call 
(432)267-5128 or 466-3879.

FSBO-   OWNER Finance 
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1 
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00 
DN and 746.78 (P&I) per mo. 
WAC.  www.tmsale.net/ 
2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr. 
Please call 806-745-9965.

MOVE-IN-READY- 2611 Sq. Ft 
Home in Highland South on 
Half acre of land. Call 
(432)263-5676 Leave message 
or (432)466-3339.

Services Offered

HEAVEN'S BEST CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Services include: Residential 
and   Commercial,   Carpet, 
Upholstery, Wood Floors, Tile 
and  Grout,  Spot and Stain 
Removal, & Fabric Protection. 
Call 432-268-3759

Vehicles
NEIGHBOR AUTO SALES

1300 East 4th Street
Big Spring Texas 79720

We Buy Cars!

PERSONAL CARE
ATTENDANTS

InHome Care, Inc.
We are looking for
individuals to do light 
housekeeping and cooking 
in patients home. Must be 
willing to work and 18 
years of age or older.

Please come by or send 
resume to:

InHome Care Inc
1104 Scurry

Big Spring, TX 79720
Fax: 432-263-077323

64
17

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

BUY HERE, PAY HERE
RV Financing

BAD CREDIT, OK - BANKRUPTCY, OK
REPOSSESSIONS, OK
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Call Stephen at
940-783-7104 236282

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!

RREENNTTEEDD
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04
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 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O

LAWN SERVICE

23
55

02

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
(432) 517-5554

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

35
55

Larry's Roofing
Comp & Dementials
Add On's & Patio's

Patch jobs & small homes
Painting - inside/outside

Tree Trimming.
Free Estimates

Call
432/270/8049

432-466-5620

23
35

51

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 CLASSES

23
63

63
Texas Concealed Licensed

Handgun Class
Friday

February 1st
www.armedforfreedom.com

DUMSTER RENTALS

23
64

07

18 yd. Roll Off
Dumpsters

For Rent
Residential/Commercial

(432) 934-5530

CARPET CLEANING

23
64

09
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Bull Terrier
Labrador Retriever

Mix, 
Medium, Young,

Male

Dingo knows the sit
command and loves

to cuddle. He is a
very well behaved

dog.

Available for adoption
from January 22 until February 5

Dingo

Available for Adoption 
at the Big Spring Animal Shelter

432-264-2372
visit petfinder.com

Agree for Peace 
It makes no sense to

fight for peace. Peace is a
much easier state to
attain than one might
think. What’s hard is
realizing that sometimes
we actually don’t want
peace because there’s
some perverse charge in
fighting. The Cancer
moon encourages soul
searching on this and
other complicatedly
simple topics.   

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19). No
one is happy
all the time.
Watch out
for the ones
who want
you to
believe that
they hold
the key to
unlimited
smiles.
Their
agenda is likely financial
and not philanthropic. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You’ll work harder to
make a certain
impression on the people
around you. It’s not that
you want to be
recognized or lauded.
Rather you want to create
a certain feeling in
people. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). A good personal
trainer is aware of the
body’s tendency to adapt
to repeated movements. If
you want to see a
difference, you have to
change up the exercises.
That’s what you’ll do
today.   

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Talking takes energy,
but sometimes not
talking takes even more.
Acting appropriately in
general is an energy
expenditure that we often
take for granted. To know
the value of self-control,
observe the way children
behave untended.  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
There’s new hope for a
struggling project. Trust
that all these bits of
information you are
learning will come
together in some useful
way. Set your
expectations carefully —
you’ll receive
approximately what you
expect. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). There is healing
between people who
think the same things are
funny. Laughing releases
negativity and the kind of
unease that quite literally
causes disease. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You are talented and

your efforts have value —
but not because of your
talent. Because you work
to ensure that you are of
great use. The more
useful you are, the more
you’ll be paid. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Why form an opinion
yet? Neutrality is a
perfectly acceptable mode
of thinking. You don’t
even have to try very
hard to be neutral. You
just have flip your
internal “analyze” switch
to the off position and
there you are. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Even though
you have hopes that a
certain endeavor will pay
off, trying to make it do
so too quickly is not
beneficial to you. Just
relax. In the mean time,
show your plan to an
expert for feedback.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). When you know
down deep in your heart
that someone really
values your contribution,
you don’t feel the need
for that person to
constantly show it. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). The ones you’ve
taught are coming into
their own in some way.
In a truly selfless act of
leadership, you will step
to the side so your
students can rise to
greatness.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Emotional
intelligence is your
strong suit now. You
have some insight into
people and you’ll use it to
tap into positive emotions
and motivate progress.  

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Jan. 24). As much as you
enjoy your privacy, this
year brings attention so
embrace your special
celebrity status. You’ll
shine in a crowd and be
singled out for an
important job in
February. You’ll meet
physical goals in March.
April is a welcome
change to your personal
life. New influence
sparkle up your days and
nights. Scorpio and Libra
adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 6, 40, 1, 14
and 19. 

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “Am I or
am I not meeting up with
Channing Tatum on the
astral plane? I think I
am. I’m not crazy. I’m an
accountant for a busy
bakery, and I have plenty
of family and friends
around me who do not
have any idea about my
double life as girlfriend
on the astral plane. I’ve

been dying to tell
someone that I visit
Channing Tatum in my
dreams almost every
night but afraid it would
change how they think of
me. My question is, is it
wrong? — Anonymous
Aries 

Do you mean, is it
wrong because Channing
Tatum is married to
Jenna Dewan-Tatum with
a Tatum tot on the way?
Or do you mean is it
wrong because you’re an
Aries and he’s a Taurus
— next-door neighbors on
the zodiac wheel who can
get along brilliantly as
long as they are not
fighting like siblings? Or
do you mean is it wrong
because there are so
many millions of others
who also happen to be
meeting up with
Channing Tatum on the

astral plane? Whether it’s
wrong or right is not for
me to say. I would
however encourage you
to exercise your
sparkling imagination
and zest on this plane in
big and exciting ways,
dear Aries!   

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Rock and
Roll Hall of Famer Neil
Diamond wrote songs for
the likes of Elvis, the
Monkees and The Hollies
in addition to topping the
charts with his own hits
like “Sweet Caroline” and
“Solitary Man”. The
legendary Aquarius was
born with the moon and
Venus in Capricorn, the
sign of ever-young
expressions of art and
life. No amount of
success will quell his
inner drive to do even
better. 

© 2013 CREATORS.COM
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Dear Annie: After 44 years of
marriage, I can no longer trust my
husband. “Steve” reconnected with
a high school flame, and the end
result was late-night emails, texts
and calls. He even bought
throwaway phones so they could
stay in touch and meet out of town. 

We went for counseling, and
Steve took a stack of note cards to
the first session with ultimatums
for me. He accused me of being a
lesbian and having affairs with
women at work and in our
neighborhood. 

He then shared the intimate
details of our sessions with his old
flame and invited her to come
along! He wrote long multiple-page
letters and slipped them to my
therapist when he thought I wasn’t
watching. 

Recently, Steve spent $12,000 of
our money on a facelift, and he has
set up at least 10 email accounts to
hide things from me. 

He finally promised to cut off
communication with this woman
unless it was about the upcoming
high school reunion. 

We began to put things back
together, and then he again
initiated intimate contact with her
and went to our high school
reunion without me. 

Is there any hope of trusting this
man again? Or at age 64, am I
looking at moving on? — The
Faithful Wife 

Dear Faithful: Steve seems to be
going through a major midlife
crisis. The old flame makes him
feel as if he’s a teenager again. And
the facelift was intended to make
him look like one. 

Will he ever return to Earth?
There are no guarantees. Please
don’t plan your life around what
Steve may or may not do in the

future. Get some counseling on
your own, see a lawyer about
protecting yourself, and figure out
whether you are better off with or
without him right now.

Dear Annie: I live in a small
community where many people
volunteer for countless jobs, giving
of their time and talents. I have a
friend who is becoming
increasingly critical of everyone’s
efforts, and it is depressing to be in
her company. 

How do I tell her that we are
tired of her constant complaining
while still remaining her friend?
I’m taking out my hearing aids at
our next encounter. — Florida 

Dear Florida: Some people, as
they age, turn into chronic
complainers. Sometimes there are
medical reasons, but often, it’s
simply how they are. You could
nicely mention to your friend that
she seems terribly unhappy
because nothing pleases her these
days, and then suggest she see her
doctor for a thorough checkup. We
hope it helps.

Dear Annie: “Worried
Grandma” was concerned about
her granddaughter, “Kelly,” who
had difficulty modulating her voice
and felt that men were turned off
by her loud personality. 

Please tell her to look into
whether Kelly has Asperger
syndrome, a form of high-
functioning autism. Asperger’s
often goes undiagnosed until later
in life, but its primary symptom is
extreme social awkwardness and
an inability to appropriately “read”
the social cues of others. 

With special training, Kelly can
learn how to modify her behavior
and pick up on these social cues.
But it’s unlikely she can do it on
her own. A correct diagnosis can
go a long way toward repairing her
self-esteem. I hope her parents will
get Kelly the help she needs to
succeed in this world. — Vermont
Professor 

Dear Vermont: Thanks for your
input. It is possible that Kelly has
a mild form of Asperger’s,
although she should see a medical
professional to find out whether
this is the case. If it is, she can
contact aspergersyndrome.org for
more information.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please email your questions
to anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. To find
out more about Annie’s Mailbox
and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2013 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Thursday, Jan. 24, 
the 24th day of 2013. There are 
341 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 24, 2003, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security officially opened as its 
head, Tom Ridge, was sworn 
in. (Creation of the new Cabinet 
agency was the largest govern-
ment reorganization in more 
than 50 years, a response to the 
Sept. 11 attacks and the threat 
of further terror.)

On this date:
In 1813, the Royal 

Philharmonic Society was 
formed in London.

In 1848, James W. Marshall 
discovered a gold nugget at 
Sutter’s Mill in northern 
California, a discovery that led 
to the gold rush of ‘49.

In 1908, the Boy Scouts move-
ment began in England under 
the aegis of Robert Baden-
Powell.

In 1942, the Roberts 
Commission placed much of 

the blame for America’s lack of 
preparedness for Imperial 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor 
on Rear Adm. Husband E. 
Kimmel and Lt. Gen. Walter C. 
Short, the Navy and Army com-
manders.

In 1943, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
concluded a wartime confer-
ence in Casablanca, Morocco.

In 1961, a U.S. Air Force B-52 
crashed near Goldsboro, N.C., 
dropping its payload of two 
nuclear bombs, neither of 
which went off; three crew 
members were killed.

In 1963, a U.S. Air Force B-52 
on a training mission crashed 
into Elephant Mountain in 
Maine after encountering tur-
bulence and losing its vertical 
stabilizer; seven of the nine 
crew members were killed.

In 1965, Winston Churchill 
died in London at age 90.

In 1978, a nuclear-powered 
Soviet satellite, Cosmos 954, 
plunged through Earth’s atmo-
sphere and disintegrated, scat-
tering radioactive debris over 
parts of northern Canada.

In 1987, gunmen in Lebanon 
kidnapped educators Alann 
Steen, Jesse Turner, Robert 
Polhill and Mitheleshwar 

Singh. (All were eventually 
released.)

In 1989, confessed serial kill-
er Theodore Bundy was execut-
ed in Florida’s electric chair.

In 1993, retired Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall died in Bethesda, 
Md., at age 84.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Jerry Maren (“The Wizard of 
Oz”) is 94. Actor Marvin Kaplan 
(“Top Cat”) is 86. Cajun musi-
cian Doug Kershaw is 77. 
Singer-songwriter Ray Stevens 
is 74. Singer-songwriter Neil 
Diamond is 72. Singer Aaron 
Neville is 72. Actor Michael 
Ontkean is 67. Actor Daniel 
Auteuil is 63. Country singer-
songwriter Becky Hobbs is 63.
Actress Nastassja Kinski is 54. 

© 2013 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Anita No Te 
Rajes

Newswest 9 Married Shepherd (Off Air) Cornerstone Paid Nopalea Paid Smallville BET Inspira-
tion

Gaspard Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Ministerios 
Vida

Crefl o D. Paid Paid Octonauts

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Earl Arthur The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Charmed Little SportsCenter 
Life Earl Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Popoff Chugging

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland CBS This 
Morning 

Today Prince Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Moesha Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Payne Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Moesha Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Payne Super Payne Almost, Away Movie: Eddie 
and the 
Cruisers 

Movie: 
Conan the 
Barbarian, 
Sandahl 
Bergman

Supernatural Chris Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Browns Dinosaur Payne Chris Mickey

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

Judge Live With 
Kelly

De’siónes There D Stringer Sesame 
Street

Steve Wilkos 
Show

Almost, Away Supernatural My Wife Doc First Take SportsCenter 
Judge Secretario Prince McDonald My Wife Jake and the 

Pirates  :AM
 10 :30

The View Rosa de 
Guadalupe

The People’s 
Court

The Price Is 
Right

Amor Cau-
tivo (SS)

Prince Alewine Tiger Jeremy Kyle Nightmare 
Next

(:15) Movie: 
Thunder-
heart, Sam 
Shepard 

Supernatural Foxx SportsCenter 
American Uri Harel Sid Movie: 

Conan the 
Destroyer

Foxx Octonauts

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Hoy (SS) Divorce Young & 
Restless

Historias de Ellen DeGe-
neres

American Dr. Denis WordWrld Wendy Wil-
liams

FBI: Criminal 
Pursuit

Law & Order Parkers Little First Take SportsCenter 
Paid Divorce Jim McGee Clifford Parkers Little

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Judge B. News Decisiones 
Juv.

Days of our 
Lives

Raymond Upd organic Cornerstone 
Telethon: 
Forward in 
Faith

Auction Law & Order My Wife Jungle 2013 
Australian 
Open Tennis: 
Men’s First 
Semifi nal. 

SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Raymond Rik Painting Auction Movie: First 

Blood, Brian 
Dennehy

My Wife Gaspard 

  :PM
 1 :30

General 
Hospital

Cuidado con 
Angel

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Rules Mani Kitchen MythBusters Movie: The 
Fugitive, 
Sela Ward 

Law & Order Foxx Phineas SportsCenter 
Rules Alewine Natural Jamie F. Movie: 

Hannah 
Montana: 
The Movie 

  :PM
 2 :30

Rachael Ray Amorcito 
Corazón

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Lo Mejor Movie Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Beads Steve Wilkos 
Show

Shipwreck 
Men 

Law & Order Parkers Winter X 
Games Friends Fetch! Movie: 

Rambo: First 
Blood Part II

Movie: We 
the Party, 
Moises Arias 

  :PM
 3 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Jeff Probst 
Sh.

Katie Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Friends Cyber Bill Cunning-
ham

Shipwreck 
Men 

The Mental-
ist 

NFL Live 
Justice Friends WordGirl Jessie

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ricki Lake CBS7 María Ce-
leste

News Friends Dr. Won Wild Kratt There Property Movie: A 
Few Good 
Men, Demi 
Moore 

The Mental-
ist 

Jessie NFL32 Around
Jdg Judy CBS 7 Inside Ed. King Acquire Electric There Property Movie: 

Rambo III, 
Marc de 
Jonge

Jessie Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Casa Two Men News Noticias News King Yohanan Charlie Rose King Property The Mental-
ist 

106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Good SportsNation SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Two Men CBS Noticiero News Seinfeld House ’70s Property Jessie

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Corona de 
Lágrimas

Big Bang News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Swallow PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld (:15) Prop-
erty Wars

NBA Tip-Off ANT Farm College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

College 
Basketball: 
Teams TBA.

Wheel Big Bang Ent Millionaire Seinfeld R. Shap Rules Austin

  :PM
 7 :30

Last Resort Por Ella Soy 
Eva

American 
Idol

Big Bang Rosa Dia-
mante (SS)

30 Rock Fam. Guy Upd Daytrip The Vampire 
Diaries

Property Movie: 
There’s 
Something 
About Mary, 
Ben Stiller 

iMPACT 
Wrestling 

NBA Bas-
ketball: New 
York Knicks 
at Boston 
Celtics.

Movie: 
Friday After 
Next 

Adventures 
of SharkboyTwo Men Parks Fam. Guy Mark Blitz Parks Property

  :PM
 8 :30

Grey’s 
Anatomy

Amores 
Verdaderos

Glee  (DVS) Person of 
Interest

La Patrona 
(SS)

Offi ce Big Bang Light of the 
Southwest

Frontline Beauty & 
Beast

Moonshiners College 
Basketball: 
UCLA at 
Arizona. 

Winter X 
Games 1600 Big Bang Fish 

  :PM
 9 :30

(:02) Scandal Amor Bravío 
(SS)

Simpsons (:01) El-
ementary

Escobar Rock Center King of the 
Nerds

Antiques 
Roadshow

Cops Property Bellator 
MMA Live

Movie: 
The Janky 
Promoters 

Shake It
How I Met Rostro de Seinfeld Property NBA Basket-

ball: Clippers 
at Suns

Good 

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan McGee Charlie Rose Rules Moonshiners (:01) Movie: 
Robin Hood: 
Men in Tights 

ANT Farm College Bas-
ketball: BYU 
at Gonzaga. 

SportsCenter 
Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Noticiero Raymond Letterman Titulares Jay Leno Justice ’70s Jessie

  :PM
 11 :30

Al Diablo Law Order: 
CI

Decisiones 
(SS)

King of the 
Nerds

A. Shelby World King Property Bellator 
MMA Live

Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards SportsCenter 
Nightline Ferguson Jimmy Fallon Scrivner T. Smiley ’Til Death Property Wizards

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Mar de Amor 
(SS)

Raymond Conan Upd (Off Air) ’Til Death Property Inside the 
NBA 

Movie: 
Friday After 
Next 

Deck Basket SportsCenter 
Paid Fam. Guy Insider Pagado News R. Shap Browns Property Movie: 

American 
Pie 

Deck NFL Live 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid La Jaula American Ent Pagado (:06) Today Movie: The 
Women, Eva 
Mendes 

Light of the 
Southwest

Browns Moonshiners Bellator 360 The Closer Good SportsCenter 
Paid Par Ases TMZ Paid Pagado Cornerstone 

Telethon 
Forward

Good SportsNation 

  :AM
 2 :30

(:05) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Rosa de 
Guadalupe

King/Hill (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Paid Entourage The Closer Panther Wizards SportsCenter 
Judge G. Pelicula: El 

Hijo Pródigo 
(SS)

Paid Movie: Scary 
Movie, Cheri 
Oteri 

Ways Die Panther Wizards 2013 Aus-
tralian Open 
Tennis

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: Tuck 
Everlast-
ing, Sissy 
Spacek

Daly House Cornerstone 
Telethon: 
Forward in 
Faith

Nopalea Paid NUMB3RS BET Inspira-
tion

Deck SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Married Sala Paid Paid Deck

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Andrew Paid Paid Angel Fish SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Dr. Diana Paid Stooges Paid Popoff Phineas
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Tax Time Never Felt So Good
Turn this....

Into this....

Tax Associates
406 Runnels, Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432) 264-7515   (432) 264-6134

229887

Se Habla Español

Stop by and see
Sam Castro & Brenda Hernandez

Fast
Cash

Mon.-Fri. 8-9pm
Sat. 9-6pm

GET TAX REFUNDS FAST
Beginning January 22nd

FREE ESTIMATES

Stop By And See
      Diane Yanez        or      Marissa Rodriguez

Monday-Friday 8:30 - 5:30
(Evenings May Vary)

Saturday 8:30 - 12:00
220 Main St. • Big Spring, TX • 432-263-1138

Certified Tax Preparers
Electronic & Paper Filing Available 235625

Manager/Notary Public Asst. Manager

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Come See Our Fuel Line Of

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.                                                      432-267-6411

Jackets • Coveralls • Bibs

22
84

67

SPURS
Continued from Page 7

Hornets to 38 percent 
shooting in the second 

half while improving to 
19-2 at home this sea-
son.

Parker’s layup gave 
the Spurs a 72-70 lead, 
their first since leading 
9-8 2 minutes into the 
game. The advantage 
was short-lived, as the 
Hornets went on a 7-0 
run.

Ginobili, making his 
first start after miss-
ing three games with a 
strained hamstring, had 
five points in the final 
quarter.

“It was huge that 
Manu played,” Parker 
said. “Even if it was for 
15 or 16 minutes, it was 

big minutes. He looked 
good. He didn’t go full 
speed. I think he was 
trying it (hamstring) 
and testing it. 

In Dallas (on Friday), 
he’s going to get more 
aggressive.”

San Antonio started 
4 for 11 on free throws, 
but offset it somewhat 
by going 7 for 16 on 
3-pointers.

Splitter scored eight of 
the Spurs’ first 10 points, 
with Parker picking up 
assists on three of the 
layups. Splitter drew 
two fouls on top draft 
pick Anthony Davis in 
his run.

ROUT
Continued from Page 7

rebounds in 16 minutes.
The Hurricanes, ranked this 

week for the first time in three 
years, improved to 8-0 at home.

Seth Curry, Tyler Thornton and 
Quinn Cook went a combined 1 
for 29 for the Blue Devils, who 
shot a season-low 30 percent. Su-
laimon led them with 16 points.

Duke went 4 for 23 from 3-point 
range, while Miami went 9 for 19 
and shot 57 percent overall.

“Especially in the first couple 
of minutes, we got a lot of great 
shots,” Blue Devils forward Ma-
son Plumlee said. “You’re going 
to miss some, but you have to 
keep shooting. The biggest mis-

take you can make is questioning 
your shot because you’re missing 
open shots.”

Kadji made two 3s during the 
Hurricanes’ first-half spurt, then 
capped it with a three-point play. 
Duke shot 22 percent in the first 
half, including two for 11 on 
3-pointers, and trailed 42-19 at 
halftime.

There was no letup by the 
Hurricanes to start the second 
half. They scored the first seven 
points for a shocking 49-19 lead, 
and punctuated the drubbing 
with five dunks in the final 10 
minutes.

“Some teams come out in the 
second half flat and think they 
have the game won,” Larkin 
said, “but we stayed with it with 
the same energy in the second 
half. We played great the whole 

game.”
A Duke mistake — one in a long 

series — early in the second half 
had Krzyzewski red-faced and on 
the court, screaming at his team. 
But he couldn’t inspire a turn-
around.

“Over-rated,” fans chanted with 
3 minutes left. When the game 
ended, they poured onto the court 
and mobbed their team.

“The crowd I’m sure helped 
them some,” Krzyzewski said. 
“But they didn’t need much 
help.”

Back in North Carolina, fans of 
the Tar Heels savored the loss by 
their rivals. 

When the final score of the 
Duke game was posted on the 
video board at the North Caroli-
na-Georgia Tech game, students 
chanted, “Go to hell, Duke!”

SCANDAL
Continued from Page 7

the NCAA, coming less than 
a week after its annual con-
vention resulted in another 
round of reforms intended to 
firm up recruiting rules and 
other guidelines. And it 
comes as the organization 
faces more than a half-dozen 
lawsuits that could reshape 
how it does business, includ-
ing one challenging the $60 
million in penalties levied 
against Penn State for the 
Jerry Sandusky scandal.

“Of course it hurts, any 
nick to a public perception 
that’s not favorable to begin 
with is a problem,” said Jo 
Potuto, former chairwoman 
of the NCAA infractions com-
mittee and a constitutional 
law professor at Nebraska. 
“The public perception has 
never been really favorable 
to the process or the infrac-
tions committee and so this is 
another hit.”

Emmert tried to reassure 
schools that the principle of 
playing by the rules extends 

into NCAA headquarters in 
Indianapolis.

“We can’t just say it, we’ve 
got to do it,” Emmert said. 
“While I have great confi-
dence in the vast majority of 
cases, when you have some-
thing as candidly dramatic 
as this, you can’t just offer 
words, you have to demon-
strate that you’re getting this 
right. The reason I wanted to 
get this out is to make sure 
that this is right. We want to 
hold ourselves to the same 
standards we hold others to.”

What happens next is any-
body’s guess.

The external review, which 
will be conducted by former 
Justice Department official 
Kenneth L. Wainstein, a 
Washington attorney per-
haps best known in sports for 
representing Gilbert Arenas 
after he brought guns to the 
Wizards locker room and con-
fronted a teammate.

Wainstein will focus on Mi-
ami’s case, but he will have 
the authority to investigate 
the NCAA’s actions in addi-
tional cases, too.

The potential list could in-
c l u d e 

the suit brought by former 
Southern California assis-
tant football coach Todd Mc-
Nair, who claims the NCAA 
was “malicious” in its inves-
tigation into his role in the 
benefits scandal surrounding 
Heisman Trophy winner Reg-
gie Bush. Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court Judge Frederick 
Shaller has already said he 
was convinced the actions 
of NCAA investigators were 
“over the top.”

Wainstein also could look 
into the UCLA case involving 
freshman Shabazz Muham-
mad. In December, The Los 
Angeles Times reported that 
NCAA investigator Abigail 
Grantstein had been fired af-
ter her boyfriend was alleg-
edly overheard discussing 
the case on an airplane. The 
NCAA has not confirmed the 
firing. The outside review 
could have potential rami-
fications, too, in a lawsuit 
brought by Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett in the Penn 
State case.

This is not unfamiliar 
ground for the NCAA, and it 
could be that Emmert fears a 
lawsuit from Miami no matter 

how the investigation turns 
out. Former Washington foot-
ball coach Rick Neuheisel 
won a $4.5 million settlement 
from the NCAA and univer-
sity in 2005, saying he was 
wrongly fired for gambling in 
an NCAA basketball pool and 
failing to be forthright about 
it with NCAA investigators. 
Among other accusations, 
Neuheisel’s attorney said 
the NCAA failed to provide 
Neuheisel’s legal team with 
an updated version of its by-
laws during discovery.

In this case, Emmert con-
cluded something was wrong 
in the Miami case last fall 
when bills for an outside at-
torney showed up on an ex-
pense list, a hiring normally 
approved by the NCAA’s gen-
eral counsel. Emmert said it 
was not, and that’s what ini-
tially caught the attention of 
those inside the Indy head-
quarters. He also said the per-
son who had hired the lawyer 
was no longer working at the 
NCAA, making it more diffi-
cult to get information.

The fallout could lead to 
additional personnel moves, 
too, Emmert said.

Miami President Donna 
Shalala said she was “frus-
trated, disappointed and con-
cerned” that the NCAA may 
have compromised the inves-
tigation. Potuto said she was 
surprised, describing the en-
forcement staff she dealt with 
as “open-minded” to investi-
gations.

“I don’t know about a rogue 
one or two people, but it is 
not at all representative of 
my experience with the en-
forcement staff people that 
I dealt with over the years,” 
Potuto said. “Generally we 
found them (the enforcement 
staff) to be exceedingly fair to 
the point that we sometimes 
thought it impeded forceful 
investigations.”

Just last week, Emmert told 
The Associated Press he was 
pleased that the number of sa-
lacious and high-profile cases 
that dominated 2011 -- a list 
that included the football pro-
grams at Miami, Ohio State 
and Penn State -- had dissi-
pated, though he was cau-
tious about another big scan-
dal popping. Within days, the 
hoax about Manti Te’o’s girl-
friend broke.
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