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FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
— Texas might have to close 
20 of its 95 state parks unless 
the Legislature approves $18.9 
million in additional funding, 
wildlife officials have said.

The additional money being 
requested is part of the state 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s request for $507.1 mil-
lion over the next two years, 
plus an additional $103 mil-
lion to restore previous cuts, 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
reported.

Whether the Big Spring 
State Park is one of those 20 re-
mains to be seen, but because 
it was one of a few targeted in 
2011, it seems probable that it 
may be. The park currently 
remains within the state park 
system due to an agreement 
with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, the city 
of Big Spring and Howard 
County. Both local entities 
agreed to pay $10,000 — for 

See PARKS, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Texas Ethics Commission has 
issued a note of final resolution in the 
complaint against Big Spring District 1 
Councilman Marcus Fernandez claim-
ing the local politician illegally accept-
ed campaign contributions during his 
2011 bid for office.

According to the report, the TEC met 
Nov. 29, 2012, to consider the complaint, 
which was filed by local resident Joyce 
Crooker in March 2012. The complaints 
were the result of an investigative re-
port published by the Big Spring Her-
ald in 2011 alleging Fernandez — along 
with Mayor Tommy Duncan and Dis-
trict 3 Councilman Glen Carrigan — 
accepted campaign contributions from 
corporations, which is prohibited by 

Sections 253.003 and 253.094 
of the Texas Election Code.

According to the TEC and 
published in Section IV 
Findings and Conclusions 
of Law, the commission 
found credible evidence 
of violations of Sections 
253.003 and 253.094 of the 
Texas Elections Code.

“On Feb. 22, 2011, the respondent 
(Fernandez) filed a campaign trea-
surer appointment with the city of 
Big Spring,” the notice reads. “On his 
campaign treasurer appointment, the 
respondent signed a statement stat-
ing he was aware of the restrictions 
in Title 15 of the Election Code on con-
tributions from corporations or labor 

See ETHICS, Page 3

TxDOT begins repairs 
on bridge at FM 700
 Herald Staff Report

Big Spring — The Texas Department 
of Transportation will begin repairs this 
week to the eastbound I-20 bridge over 
FM 700 in Big Spring that was damaged 
in October by an 18-wheeler carrying a 
high load.

 Work will include removing and re-
placing part of the bridge deck, replacing 
the damaged beams and installing guard 
rail. Repairs are expected to be complete 
by early March.

 Drivers should be prepared for occa-
sional short-term detours and reduced 
lanes on I-20 and FM 700 while work pro-
gresses. Some closures on FM 700 will be 
necessary while beams are removed and 
replaced.

 J.H. Strain and Sons Inc. of Tye will 
complete the project for about $250,000.

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A Big Spring woman was 
killed and an Odessa man in-
jured early Monday morning 
in a traffic accident approxi-
mately 8 miles south of Big 
Spring on U.S. Highway 87, 
according to officials with the 
Texas Department of Public 

Safety.
Sandi Allen, 49, of Big 

Spring was pronounced dead 
at the scene of the accident 
— near the intersection of S. 
U.S. Highway 87 and FM 821, 
inside Glasscock County — 
at 8:25 a.m., according to DPS 
reports filed with the regional 
office in Midland.

Injured in the accident was 
23-year-old Kolton Linthicum 
of Odessa. According to DPS 

officials, the Odessa man is 
listed in fair condition at a 
Midland hospital with lacera-
tions to the face and a broken 
leg.

According to DPS reports, 
Allen was traveling west on 
FM 821 in a 2009 GMC Yukon 
when she attempted to turn 
onto U.S. Highway 87, failing 
to yield the right-of-way to 
Linthicum, who was travel-
ing north on U.S. Highway 87 

in a 2012 Ford F-250 pickup.
Allen was wearing a seat 

belt at the time of the crash, 
while Linthicum was not, ac-
cording to DPS officials.

Allen was pronounced dead 
by Glasscock County Justice 
of the Peace Kay Machicek. 
According to Big Spring Fire 
Department and EMS re-
cords, Linthicum was evacu-
ated from the scene by heli-
copter.

The roadway was dry at the 

time of the accident and no 

other contributing factors 

were listed on the accident 

report, which was filed by 

Texas DPS Trooper Jimmy 

Matthies.

Funeral arrangements 

for Allen are being handled 

by Myers & Smith Funeral 

Home.

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

FORSAN — When it comes 
to student safety and secu-
rity procedures, Forsan In-
dependent School officials 
don’t consider “good” good 

enough.
A review of safety and se-

curity protocols in the school 
district left officials giving 
FISD a passing grade, but 
they were quick to add im-
provements could and prob-

ably will be made — up to and 
including the possibility of 
arming district personnel.

“I’d give us a ‘B’,” FISD Su-
perintendent Randy Johnson 
said after trustees conducted 
a review of student safety pol-

icies at their meeting Monday 
night. “I think there’s a lot 
of positive things that have 
been in place here for years. 
But there’s a new awareness 
that has led us to have some 
good, necessary discussions 

and will hopefully lead us in 
the future to getting an ‘A’.”

The “new awareness” John-
son spoke of is that, in the 
wake of last month’s school

See FISD, Page 3

FISD looks for answers in Newtown’s wake

Park closures are 
in the news again

HERALD file photo

Whether big Spring State Park will be on a proposed list of state parks to be closed due to 
budget cuts isn’t known yet, but it was two years ago.

LocaL impact?

Crossroads woman killed in U.S. 87 accident

Ethics Commission finds against
city councilman Marcus Fernandez

Fernandez



the county detention center Monday by the BSPD 
on a Tom Green County motion to revoke probation 
for possession/transport of chemicals with intent 
to manufacture a controlled substance.

• JESUS GASPAR CARDOZA, 40, was booked into 
the county detention center Monday by the 
Glasscock County Sheriff’s Office on charges of 
possession of a controlled substance and possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or less.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of 
Park. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the area 
of S. Highway 87 and FM 821. One person was air 
evacuated from the scene.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1200 block of E. 
Third Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of E. 
11th Place. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of 18th Street and Gregg.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of W. 
Third Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 5800 block of 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 400 block of S. 
Main Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• STEVEN JAY CLAYTON, 30, of 1700 W. First St., 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• SARAH NICOLE DUNLAP, 28, of 315 N.E. 
Broadway in Coahoma, was arrested Monday on 
charges of theft – more than $50 and less than $500 
and hindering the apprehension/prosecution of a 
known felon.

• RICKEY LEE HAGGARD, 41, of 704 Borden Rd., 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1200 block of E. Third Street.
In the 200 block of W. FM 700.
In the 3600 block of W. Highway 80.
• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 

3600 block of W. Highway 80.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 74 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ANDY PIPER, 26, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSO on a judgment/sentence for possession of a 
controlled substance.

• SARAH NICOLE DUNLAP, 28, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of theft – more 
than $50 and less than $500 and hindering the 
apprehension/prosecution of a known felon.

• RICKEY LEE HAGGARD, 41, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a probation violation – 
amphetamines.

• STEVEN JAY CLAYTON, 30, was booked into 

Sandi Jean Allen
Sandi Jean Allen, 49, of Glasscock 

County died Monday, Jan. 14, 2013, 
in Glasscock County. The family 
will receive friends from 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel with Billy 
Guy of Full Gospel Fellowship offi-
ciating. Burial will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born June 1, 1963, at Levelland, Texas. 
She married Rex Allen on Aug. 12, 1983, in Big 
Spring.  Sandi was a lifelong resident of Glasscock 
and Howard counties. She was a homemaker but 
had also worked at Comanche Trail Nursing Home 
and the Forsan cafeteria.

She is survived by her husband, Rex Allen of 
Glasscock County; five children, Donny Allen and 
Jackie of Midland, Lyndsey Allen and Eric Tuttle, 
Kelsey Allen, Cameron Allen and Emily Allen, all 
of Glasscock County; three grandchildren; mother, 
Dorothy Creswell of Big Spring; mother-in-law, 
Betty Jo Carey of Big Spring; three brothers, Ricky 
Creswell and wife Lynn and Robby Creswell and 
wife Shannon, all of Big Spring, and Clay Creswell 
of Midland; and one sister, Shanna Faye Creswell 
of Tyler.

She was preceded in death by her father, Jerry 
Dean Creswell; and one daughter, Tonya Allen.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Lanell Morris
Lanell Morris, 77, of Big Spring 

died Saturday, Jan. 12, 2013, at 
Parkview Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center.  The family 
will receive friends from 5 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. Funeral ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with Dr. Doug Shelley, pas-
tor of East Side Baptist Church, 

officiating.
She was born Feb. 8, 1935, in DeLeon, Texas, to 

Billie and Junior Files. She moved from Houston 
four years ago to Big Spring. She had worked at 
H.E.B. and the Lexington Hotel, both in Houston. 
She was a Baptist.

She is survived by one daughter, Kim Hargrove 
and husband Sackie of Big Spring; five grandchil-
dren; and eight great-grandchildren.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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Obituaries Today's Weather
Local 3-Day Forecast

Wed
1/16

53/29
Sunny along with a
few clouds. High 53F.
Winds WNW at 10 to
20 mph.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:05 PM

Thu
1/17

58/33
Mainly sunny. Highs in
the upper 50s and
lows in the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:06 PM

Fri
1/18

60/35
Sunshine. Highs in the
low 60s and lows in
the mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:07 PM

Brownsville
55/38

Houston
51/32

Austin
53/32

Dallas
51/34

El Paso
47/28

Amarillo
50/26

San Antonio
55/34

Big Spring
53/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 51 29 mst sunny Kingsville 59 36 pt sunny
Amarillo 50 26 pt sunny Livingston 51 29 cloudy
Austin 53 32 pt sunny Longview 51 32 pt sunny
Beaumont 46 33 rain Lubbock 50 25 pt sunny
Brownsville 55 38 pt sunny Lufkin 52 31 cloudy
Brownwood 53 32 pt sunny Midland 51 31 mst sunny
Corpus Christi 55 37 pt sunny Raymondville 57 37 pt sunny
Corsicana 50 33 pt sunny Rosenberg 51 32 cloudy
Dallas 51 34 pt sunny San Antonio 55 34 pt sunny
Del Rio 55 36 pt sunny San Marcos 54 32 pt sunny
El Paso 47 28 sunny Sulphur Springs 50 34 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 49 31 mst sunny Sweetwater 50 30 mst sunny
Gainesville 48 30 mst sunny Tyler 51 32 pt sunny
Greenville 49 31 pt sunny Weatherford 50 31 pt sunny
Houston 51 32 cloudy Wichita Falls 50 30 mst sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 57 43 rain Minneapolis 29 0 flurries
Boston 39 30 mixed New York 39 33 rain
Chicago 35 20 pt sunny Phoenix 62 39 sunny
Dallas 51 34 pt sunny San Francisco 60 42 sunny
Denver 51 26 sunny Seattle 43 32 cloudy
Houston 51 32 cloudy St. Louis 45 30 mst sunny
Los Angeles 70 46 sunny Washington, DC 45 37 rain
Miami 83 66 pt sunny

Moon Phases

New
Jan 11

First
Jan 18

Full
Jan 26

Last
Feb 3

UV Index
Wed
1/16

4
Moderate

Thu
1/17

4
Moderate

Fri
1/18

4
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

• A fund has been established at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home to help pay funeral expenses for 
local resident Joe Gomez, who passed away on Dec. 
12. Donations can sent to Myers and Smith Funeral 
Home at P.O. Box 2760 in Big Spring.

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need of 
warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to the 
Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Services 
Council needs assistance in The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in 
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check 
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are 
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday. For more information, contact Jamey 
Stegall at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-
7535.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or 
come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly 
appreciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to 
help deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria 
Cantu at 263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, 
deliveries and crafts. To find out more information 
or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home 
Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 

such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and enjoy 
a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary 
donations are also welcomed. Donations can be 
made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., 
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in 
need of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-
HOPE is now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a 
counseling service provided by HPF to work with 
you to find a solution to your problem. HPF can 
provide counseling free of charge, in English and 
170 other languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year. Free free foreclosure help, call the 
hotline.
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The Optometrist is in!                                                                                    
Introducing:                                                                                                         

Dr. John Slider O.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Certified & Licensed Therapeutic Optometrist  

We offer basic eye exams, contact lens exams, treatment & diagnosis of 
eye disease, special testing for children, Diabetes & Glaucoma           

management, as well as a full selection of eye glasses and contacts       
on site. 

We accept most vision insurance including Medicare and Medicaid.  

No insurance? No  problem!  

Basic Eye Exam as low as $38.  

Contact Lens Exam $60. 

 
Call today to  
schedule an         

appointment.    
432-517-4557 

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 01/31/13
235401

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Lanell Morris, 77, died 
Saturday.  The family will 
receive friends from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Funeral services 
will be at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Sandi Jean Allen, 49, 
died Monday.  The family 
will receive friends from 6 
p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.  
Funeral service will be at 
2 p.m. Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.  Burial 
will be at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 01-31-2013

235399

ETHICS 
Continued from Page 1

organizations.
“Nevertheless, on 

March 3, 2011, and 
March 10, 2011, the re-
spondent accepted two 
contributions from 
corporations totaling 
$1,200. The contributors 
were identified as incor-
porated entities on the 
contribution checks at 
issue. The respondent 
endorsed one of the 
checks. There is cred-
ible evidence of viola-
tions of Sections 253.003 
and 253.094 of the Texas 
Elections Code.”

According to cam-
paign finance reports 
filed with the city of Big 
Spring during Fernan-
dez’s bid for office, the 
city councilman accept-
ed a donation of $1,000 
from Quad A Inc. and 
a $200 donation from 
Hydro Dynamics.

Fernandez was sanc-
tioned by the Texas Eth-
ics Commission as a re-
sult of the complaint.

“After considering the 
nature, circumstances 
and consequences of the 
violations described un-
der Sections 3 and 4, the 
sanction necessary to 

deter future violations, 
the commission impos-
es a $200 civil penalty,” 
the notice reads.

According to TEC re-
cords, Fernandez ac-
cepted the resolution 
agreement Dec. 16, 2012.

The TEC entered a 
similar agreement with 
Carrigan, issuing a $200 
fine. According to the 
campaign report sub-
mitted by Carrigan dur-
ing his 2011 bid for the 
District 3 seat, the coun-
cilman reported receiv-
ing $1,000 from Quad 
A Inc. and $400 from 
Hydro Dymanics.

The complaint filed 
against Duncan has not 
yet been resolved by the 
TEC, however, a judg-
ment could come as soon 
as February, according 
to paperwork received 
by Crooker.

While Fernandez and 
Carrigan can now close 

the books on their TEC 
complaints, the first-
year councilmen aren’t 
out of the woods yet, as 
former longtime coun-
cilwomen Stephanie 
Horton and Joann Staul-
cup have filed  lawsuits 
against both, which are 
still pending.

According to Sec. 
253.131 of the Election 
Code, candidates chal-
lenged during the elec-
tion by a person who 
accepts an illegal cam-
paign contribution 
could be awarded civil 
damages to the tune of 
“twice the value of the 
unlawful contribution,” 
as well as “reasonable 

attorneys fees incurred 
in the suit.”

The civil suit could 
cost Fernandez $2,400 — 
payable to Horton, who 
was unseated in the 
election — and a total 
of $2,800 from Carrigan, 
who would have to pay 
the amount to Staulcup 
and challengers Shan-
non Thomason and Os-
car Velasco, who also 
challenged him for the 
seat in 2011, for a total 
of $8,400.

Midland attorney 
C.H. “Hal” Brockett is 
representing Staulcup 
and Horton in the legal 
action.

PARKS
Continued from Page 1

a total of $20,000 — to 
subsidize park opera-
tions and keep Park 
Manager Ron Alton at 
the helm.

Brent Leisure, the 
department’s director, 
said some parks would 
have to be closed unless 
lawmakers approved 
the $18.9 million spend-
ing boost, because the 
department has cut 

costs by laying off staff 
and reducing park oper-
ating hours.

“You can reduce op-
erations in some way to 
save money, but we’ve 
already done that,” he 
said.

The Legislative Bud-
get Board was expected 
to release its budget 
recommendations this 
week. Although State 
Comptroller Susan 
Combs projected that 
there will be $101.4 bil-
lion in general-purpose 
revenue for the 2014-2015 

period, which would be 
about 30 percent more 
than in the current two-
year budget, state offi-
cials have said they will 
not make big spending 
increases.

Leisure said decisions 
about park closures 
would wait until the fi-
nancial picture became 
clearer. Even if parks 
must be closed, the state 
would still have to main-
tain them, he said.

“We couldn’t just sim-
ply walk away from 
them,” Leisure said.

After years of under-
funding and a growing 
public outcry over the 
declining condition of 
Texas’ state parks, the 
department saw a boost 
in funding during 2006 
but faced more cuts dur-
ing the economic down-
turn of 2011.

Extreme summer tem-
peratures in 2011 cut 
into park attendance 
and contributed to cost-
ly and damaging wild-
fires in some parks.

The 95 parks under 
the department super-

vision comprise a com-
bined area of 625,000 
acres of forests, prai-
ries, mountains, des-
erts and beaches. The 
financial problems led 
the Parks Department 
to issue a public plea for 
assistance in 2011 that 
brought in about $2 mil-
lion and helped it close 
a $4.6 budget gap.

Some officials and citi-
zens like Ralph Duggins, 
a Fort Worth attorney 
and vice chairman of 
the Texas Wildlife Com-
mission, have called for 

the Legislature to give 
the park system the rev-
enue collected by a 1993 
tax on outdoors sporting 
goods.

FISD
Continued from Page 1

massacre in Newton, Conn., educa-
tors’ worst nightmare — students 
being gunned down in their class-
room — is no longer a hypothetical 
situation to discuss but a possibility 
that must be taken seriously.

While Johnson was hesitant to talk 
specifics on certain emergency re-
sponse procedures, he did say two 
hot-button topics — arming of district 
personnel and increasing law enforce-

ment presence around the campuses 
— are now on the table.

“The idea of arming teachers is 
something that scares me to death,” 
Johnson said. “But I’m afraid schools 
are being forced to think of some 
things they never had to before. Will 
we look at some kind of policy that 
allows certain people on campus to 
carry firearms? Yes. Hopefully, we’ll 
receive some sort of guidelines from 
the state in the coming weeks.”

With Forsan campuses being miles 
away from the nearest emergency first 
responder, Johnson also supports the 
idea of increasing law enforcement 

presence near the district.
“We are looking into several differ-

ent options,” he said. “Do we have 
a specific plan in place? No, but we 
would love to have a permanent law 
enforcement presence in the commu-
nity.”

Increasing student security also is 
one of the driving forces behind plans 
for a new elementary campus which 
would be situated adjacent to the 
junior high/high school. Elbow El-
ementary, which is approximately 15 
miles away from Forsan and roughly 
10 miles away from law enforcement 
officials in Big Spring, has been a se-

curity concern for FISD officials for 
decades.

Johnson recalled when the school 
was forced into lockdown following 
an intruder alert a few years ago.

“I promise you, I did not follow the 
speed limit, but it still took me sev-
eral minutes to get there,” Johnson 
said. “Law enforcement did a won-
derful job — they were there before I 
was — but it is still an area of concern 
for us.

“I will feel a lot more comfortable 
getting the campuses more in proxim-
ity to each other,” he added.

News in Brief▼

French lead all-night bombing 
campaign in Mali town of Diabaly, 
conquered by Islamists

BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — French forces led an all-
night bombing campaign over a minuscule Malian 
town, not even big enough to appear on most 
administrative maps, in an effort to dislodge the 
Islamist extremists who seized the area, including 
its strategic military camp.

Meanwhile, a convoy of 40 to 50 armed trucks 
carrying French troops crossed into Mali from 
Ivory Coast, where they were stationed, as France 
prepares for a possible land assault.

French President Francois Hollande launched an 
attack on Mali’s rebels, who are linked to al-Qaida, 
last week after the rebels began advancing south. 
France’s action pre-empted a United Nations-
approved plan for a military operation in Mali, 
which was expected to start about nine months 
from now. Hollande decided a military response 
could not wait that long.

French officials have acknowledged that the 
rebels are better armed and prepared than they 
expected. Despite France’s five-day-old aerial 
assault, the Islamist fighters have succeeded in 
gaining ground, most notably taking Diabaly on 
Monday, which puts them roughly 400 kilometers 
(250 miles) from Mali’s capital, Bamako. When the 
air raids began last week, the closest known point 
they occupied was 680 kilometers (420 miles) away 
from the capital.

Obama weighing action on guns, 
still pushing assault weapons ban

WASHINGTON (AP) — Facing powerful opposition 
to sweeping gun regulations, President Barack 
Obama is weighing 19 steps that could be taken 
through executive action alone, congressional 
officials said.

Those steps could include ordering stricter action 
against people who lie on gun sale background 
checks, striking limits on federal research into 
gun use, ordering tougher penalties against gun 
trafficking, and giving schools flexibility to use 
grant money to improve safety.

Obama is expected to unveil his proposals as 
early as Wednesday, barely over a month since the 
massacre of 20 children and six adults at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., thrust 
the gun issue into the national spotlight after years 
of inaction by Obama and lawmakers.

At the same time Obama is vowing not to back 
off his support for sweeping gun legislation that 
would require congressional backing — including 
banning assault weapons, limiting the capacity of 
ammunition magazines and instituting universal 
background checks — despite opposition from the 
influential gun lobby.

“Will all of them get through this Congress? I don’t 
know,” Obama said at a news conference Monday.

N.Y. agrees on 1st state gun control 
laws since Newtown massacre; 
urges states, U.S. to follow

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York lawmakers 
agreed to pass the toughest gun control law in the 
nation and the first since the Newtown, Conn., 
school shooting, and now dare other states and 
Washington to follow

“This is a scourge on society,” Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said Monday night, six days after making 
gun control a centerpiece of his progressive agenda 
in his State of the State address. The bipartisan 
effort was fueled by the Newton tragedy that took 
the lives of 20 first graders and six educators. “At 
what point do you say, ‘No more innocent loss of 
life.’”

Sen. Jeffrey Klein, leader of the Independent 
Democratic Conference in the Senate, said it is 

landmark legislation. “This is not about taking 
anyone’s rights away,” said Klein, a Bronx 
Democrat. “It’s about a safe society ... today we 
are setting the mark for the rest of the county to do 
what’s right.”

The measure, which calls for a tougher assault 
weapons ban and restrictions on ammunition and 
the sale of guns, passed the Senate 43-18 on the 
strength of support from Democrats, many of whom 
previously sponsored bills that were once blocked 
by Republicans. The Democrat-led Assembly 
gaveled out before midnight and planned to take 
the issue up at 10 a.m. Tuesday. It is expected to 
pass easily.

Northeastern lawmakers seeking 
$50.7B Sandy aid bill face 
roadblocks by fiscal conservatives

WASHINGTON (AP) — Northeastern lawmakers 
hoping to push a $50.7 billion Superstorm Sandy 
aid package through the House face roadblocks by 
fiscal conservatives seeking offsetting spending 
cuts to pay for recovery efforts as well as funding 
cuts for projects they say are unrelated.

The amendments by budget hawks set up a 
faceoff, with Northeast lawmakers in both parties 
eager to provide recovery aid for one of the worst 
storms ever to strike the region as the House moves 
toward expected votes on the emergency spending 
package.

The base $17 billion bill by the House 
Appropriations Committee is aimed at immediate 
Sandy recovery needs, including $5.4 billion for 
New York and New Jersey transit systems and $5.4 
billion for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s disaster relief aid fund.

Northeast lawmakers will have a chance to add to 
that bill with an amendment for an additional $33.7 
billion.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Hey, folks, remember 
the good old days 
when candidate Ba-
rack Obama at least 

pretended to be bipartisan and 
conciliatory? Now it’s as if he’s 
on a mission to prove he was fak-
ing it.

Obama is behav-
ing like a bitter 
ex-spouse who 
knows all our hot 
buttons and de-
lights in pushing 
them. He is gov-
erning by crisis, 
fear, alienation, 
cronyism and 
anti-constitutional 
fiat. He is openly 
flaunting his mili-
tant radicalism, as if he’s trying 
to provoke us — and his second 
term hasn’t even begun.

He is horrifying all Americans 
who have the slightest concern 
about our deficits and debt, re-
fusing to address them, demon-
izing and obstructing those who 
are, and flagrantly lying about 
both by pretending he’s the one 
tending to our national solvency.

Though he never would have 
been foolish enough to make 
a major production of the gun 
issue during the campaign, he 
is exploiting the mass shooting 
in Newtown, Conn., to press for 
stringent gun control measures. 
He’s playing his leftist con-
stituents’ emotions like a fiddle, 
encouraging them to ignore the 
facts and statistics and join him 
in imposing measures that vio-
late the Second Amendment.

Nor is there any tolerance for 
dissent from Obama and his 
leftist cohorts, as we’ve seen 
with his selective assault on 
religious liberty. If you disagree 
with their proposals, then you 
simply don’t care about the 
death of schoolchildren — just as 
if you oppose unending exten-
sions of unemployment benefits 
because the empirical evidence 
shows it hurts people in the long 
run, you’re heartless. Or if you 
oppose open borders, you are a 
racist.

Remember when Obama told 
an open-borders crowd that 
he couldn’t enact the DREAM 
Act without Congress, only to 
change course shortly thereafter 
and implement many of its pro-

visions via executive order?
He got away with that, so why 

not try the same thing with 
guns? It’s not just his proposed 
actions that are unconstitution-
al; so is his method of imposing 
them. Vice President Joe Biden 
said Obama could and would 
take executive action to change 
the law.

In his gun control initiative, 
Obama is planning on using the 
same tactics of corporate bribery 
and cronyism he used to buy off 
major opponents of Obamacare. 
His ploy is to craft the law in a 
way that will benefit businesses, 
such as Wal-Mart, that sell guns.

If you are operating under 
the assumption that this nation 
is still operating under the old 
checks and balances system 
established in the Constitution 
that leftist professors are now 
openly condemning as obsolete, 
then you haven’t been keeping 
up with Obama’s pattern of gov-
ernance through administrative 
regulations.

Tom Donohue, the CEO of the 
U.S.

Chamber of Commerce, de-
scribed the tsunami of new regu-
lations coming out of Washing-
ton: 447 new rules are planned 
for the Dodd-Frank financial 
reform law, and you can be 
sure they’ll function to thwart, 
as much as facilitate, the law’s 
stated purposes. Obamacare’s 
massive regulations will impose 
federal control over aspects of 
our lives not remotely contem-
plated by the Framers.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency is at war with conven-
tional energy producers and is 
using its unchecked regulatory 
power as a weapon of mass de-
struction — destroying the coal 
industry, devastating producers 
of oil and natural gas, and dictat-
ing unattainable gas emission 
standards to force us out of our 
cars, for starters.

Freedom isn’t the only issue 
here; a National Association of 
Manufacturers study shows that 
six EPA regulations alone could 
cost $630 billion, millions of jobs 
and up to 4.2 percent of gross 
domestic product. The EPA isn’t 
just an unchecked regulatory 
agency issuing its edicts outside 
the reach of normal accountabil-
ity; reports have surfaced dem-

onstrating collusion between 
this corrupt, politicized agency 
and environmental activists.

Meanwhile, Obama is also gra-
tuitously rubbing our faces in 
the dirt with his recent appoint-
ments. He nominated Chuck 
Hagel for secretary of defense 
despite Hagel’s unmasked hostil-
ity toward Israel and his softness 
on Iran — and then trotted out 
the hapless Jay Carney to deny 
both, effectively imploring us to 
abandon our rational and sen-
sory faculties.

He is appointing White House 
chief of staff Jack Lew to replace 
Timothy Geithner as treasury 
secretary. Lew is widely known 
to be a strong liberal and parti-
san Democrat who, according to 
a senior House GOP aide, “has 
consistently stood in the way of 
efforts to deal with our debt and 
deficit.” He reportedly approach-
es these issues with the same un-
compromising militancy Obama 
does, issuing his demands and 
repeating them over and over 
while refusing to listen.

Obama also intends to appoint 
John Brennan as his new CIA 
director. Brennan told us in 2009 
that Obama doesn’t describe our 
fight against jihadis as a “war on 
terrorism.” He said that we need 
not only to defeat al-Qaida and 
its allies but to address igno-
rance, poverty and repression 
and that we should reach out 
to “moderate” elements of the 
Hezbollah terror group. He calls 
Jerusalem “Al-Quds,” its Arabic 
name.

Obama may not believe we’re 
at war with terrorists, but he’s 
firmly at war with Republicans 
and conservatives.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, “The Great Destroyer,” 
reached No. 2 on the New York 
Times best-seller list for nonfic-
tion. Follow him on Twitter @
davidlimbaugh and his website 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. To 
read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoon-
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.creators.com.
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T o my friends on the 
left: This one’s for you.

Your grumbling that 
President Obama again 

gave away the store to Republi-
cans is unwarranted. The deal 
to evade the fiscal cliff was no 
repeat of the debt-ceiling fiasco 
of 2011, when Obama famously 
bargained with himself. This 
time, he suppressed the urge to 
publicly consider raising the 
Medicare eligibili-
ty age. Meanwhile, 
he put off the clash 
over entitlements 
for another day.

Obama did cave 
or compromise 
(pick your term) 
on his earlier 
resolve to let Bush 
tax cuts expire for 
households earn-
ing over $250,000. 
The final package 
sets $450,000 as the 
cutoff.

The right wing’s tactic of nego-
tiating while holding a knife to 
the economy’s throat may have 
blinded the left to noting that, 
while good theater, it is not very 
effective. It is also most unpopu-
lar.

By putting off dramatic cuts in 
spending and raising taxes only 
on the most cushioned Ameri-
cans, Obama has avoided what 
made the fiscal cliff so scary — 
the specter of draining over $500 
billion from a still-weak econo-
my. A second round of recession 
could have followed, with the 
blame bouncing back to Obama 
and the Democrats.

Some liberals balk at setting 
such a high income level for let-

ting income-tax rates rise. They 
are correct that more people 
should be paying more taxes. 
But they should understand that 
taxation is partly a mind game. 
Breaking through the right’s 
icebound stand that taxes should 
not rise for anyone ever was no 
mean achievement.

Complaints that this and only 
a handful of other tax changes 
basically enshrine the reckless 
tax-cutting of the Bush era miss 
the point. Nothing is forever, 
and now the very rich have 
less incentive to propagandize 
against raising taxes lower down 
the income scale as a means to 
protect their own rates.

Be mindful that support for 
government programs, such as 
Medicare, depends on more than 
the level of benefits provided. It 
also relies on taxpayers feel-
ing they are getting more value 
for their dollars — and that 
the money is there. Obama has 
been taking quiet steps to start 
restoring fiscal balance, while 
preserving the essence of worthy 
government programs. These 
changes haven’t grabbed the big 
headlines, but over time, they 
will build confidence that Amer-
ica can have well-run public 
programs and fiscal sanity at the 
same time. Some examples:

This week’s fiscal deal con-
tinues the good fight, started by 
the Affordable Care Act, to curb 
waste and abuse in health care 
spending. For instance, it lowers 
Medicare payments to doctors 
who give more than one therapy 
session to a single patient in a 
single day. At the same time, it 
stopped the scheduled 26.5 per-

cent cuts in Medicare payments 
to doctors, guarding patients’ 
access to care.

Obama may nominate Chuck 
Hagel as defense secretary, 
another move toward rethinking 
priorities. The former Repub-
lican senator from Nebraska 
has long questioned America’s 
bloated defense budgets and 
penchant for carelessly sending 
Americans into foreign battle. 
A decorated Vietnam veteran, 
fiscal conservative and inde-
pendent thinker, Hagel has the 
credibility to oversee paring the 
defense budget in a rational way.

Another reason for optimism 
is Obama’s statement that he 
will not let anyone use threats 
to America’s credit rating as 
a bargaining tool, as he did in 
2011. “While I will negotiate over 
many things,” he said, “I will not 
have another debate with this 
Congress over whether or not 
they should pay the bills they’ve 
already racked up through the 
laws they have passed.” Mr. 
President, hold that thought.

As a final reality test, my 
unhappy liberal friends, listen 
to the groaning on the right. Do 
that, and you’ll conclude: Obama 
did good.

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.
creators.com.
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He’s rubbing our noses in it

To the left: Obama did good

T he idea our state’s graduation ranking is not 
valid fits into a continuing effort to lobby for 
the use of public funds in private and for-
profit charter schools in Texas.

The graduation rate question was raised by Bill 
Hammond, president and CEO of the Texas Associa-
tion of Business. As a lobbyist for the business inter-
ests in our state, Mr. Hammond does not spend any 
sleepless nights concerned about the education of all 
students. He does dedicate a great deal of time pro-
moting the failure of public schools while continuing 
to support outdated methods of student assessment. 
This is an effort to open the door to the use of public 
funds to support learning institutions not held to the 
same level of accountability as public schools.

Mr. Hammond is well aware the graduation rank-
ings come from a newly adopted standardized gradu-
ation rate measurement comparing apples to apples 
for the nation.

His commentary came on the heels of comments by 
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and state Sen. Dan Patrick 
about a system to “rescue” public school students 
who are being subjected to unacceptable education. 
Sen. Patrick said, “Students in poverty in low-per-
forming schools have the same right as any other 
Texas family.” It is a good statement that no one 
could or should have a problem with. But questions 
need to be asked:

What is happening at the schools these students of 
poverty are going to attend under a voucher system 
that is different from where they are now? Answer: 
Private schools that will accept some of them are not 
held to the same standard of accountability as Texas 
public schools for curriculum, graduation require-
ments and/or mandated assessments.

If this is a better method of providing an education, 
why are public schools held to a set of inhibiting re-
quirements? If the state’s system is the best method 
of measuring success in education, it stands to rea-
son every student in Texas should be held to that 
standard to ensure the best-educated workforce for 
our economy. But this campaign is not about what 
is best for all students in the state. It is about tax 
savings for entities that support the senator and an 
agenda to move state tax dollars into private school 
systems and the families that already have students 
enrolled.

Will all disadvantaged students have an opportuni-
ty to benefit from this system? No. The students most 
effected by poverty will not be able to pay the differ-
ence between the voucher and tuition. Students in 
rural areas will not have a non-public school to ex-
ercise the “choice” offered to some. Students with 
disabilities, both physical and instructional, will be 
left out because the private school can choose whom 
it will accept. So the plan promoted by Patrick and 
Dewhurst will most benefit those students already 
enrolled in private schools and a select few others 
who may be accepted. This is not a plan for Texas, it 
is a plan for loyal donors to the party.

What is a low-performing school? For most people, 
the term brings visions of chaos in the classroom. 
Actually, a school campus or district will be labeled 
academically unacceptable if any sub-population of 
students by race, language or economic status num-
bers more than 30 and fails to meet the minimum 
standard on the state-approved assessment instru-
ment. So “low performing” is an indication that 
as few as 30 students did not do well on a one-shot, 
multiple choice, bubble sheet exam that has no rel-
evance to what the majority of experts in education 
are promoting as 21st century learning.

The Texas Legislature does not have a constitution-
al responsibility to grow the private school industry 
and promote the success of private sector education-
al enterprises. It is expected and required to abide by 
the Constitution of the State of Texas, which makes 
it the duty of the state “to establish and make suit-
able provision for the support and maintenance of 
an efficient system of public free schools.”

The faculty, staff and administrators of Texas pub-
lic schools are not opposed to scrutiny, accountabil-
ity and/or competition with any other educational 
entity. We are opposed to being held to a completely 
different standard and then being labeled “failing.” 
Every challenge that has been placed before us has 
been successfully completed and that will continue 
to be the case.

—supt. mike Gilbert, White OAk isd

Who really 
benefits from 
vouchers?

Glenn Stifflemire
Publisher
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The noun oath means 
a serious promise.

This week’s word:
OATH

Try to use the word oath
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Stephanie made an oath to 
tell the truth.

Several presidents have had 

children who lived with them 

in the White House.

Thomas (Tad) Lincoln was 

the youngest son of President 

Abraham Lincoln. Known for 

his _________ around the 

White House, Tad once 

discovered how to make all of 

the White House _______ 

ring at the same time, much to 

the surprise of the entire staff 

and residents of the building!

John and Jacqueline Kennedy 

were among the youngest 

presidential 

_______________ to live in 

the White House, and their 

children __________ it as a 

playland. Caroline Kennedy, 

almost 4, and John Jr., just an 

infant, ___________ in on 

February 4, 1961. John Jr.’s 

favorite __________ place 

was under his father’s desk in 

the Oval Office. He could 

hide behind a secret 

_________ built into the desk.

Amy Carter was 9 when her 

father became president. She 

attended __________ schools 

near the White House and had 

a tree house built on the White 

House grounds. When she 

labeled White House trees as a 

school project, her father liked 

the idea and made it official. 

Now all White House trees 

have labels with their _______ 

and Latin names, as well as 

information about who 

__________ or donated them.

What do you think the new 
president should do for 

kids? Send your letter to:

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20500

Fill in the missing words in 
the below article.
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CEREMONY
PRESIDENT
SWEAR
PROTECT
PRESERVE
DEFEND
OATH
FIRST
PARTY
SWORN
HAND
HONOR
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Find the words in the puzzle, 
then in this week’s Kid Scoop 

stories and activities.

                                                    Imagine that 
you have been selected to advise the president 
on the concerns of children. Look through the 
newspaper for articles addressing topics that 
affect children. Make a list of ways you think 
the president could help children.

H

O

N

O

R

E

D

C

N

5
6
7
8

President Obama, when first elected, promised to get a 
puppy for his daughters, Sasha, 11, and Malia, 14. The 
Obamas adopted a Portuguese Water Dog and they 
named him Bo. But he also goes by a different name at 
the White House. Use the code to discover that name.

The inauguration is the ceremony in which the new or 
reelected president is inducted into office. This year it 
will be held at noon on January 21. It takes place outside 
the U.S. Capitol in Washington D.C.

Barack Hussein Obama will be 
sworn into office as the 44th 
president of the United States 
during his inauguration celebration 
on January 21. He will take the oath 
to “preserve, protect, and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.”

President Obama remains one of the 
youngest U.S. presidents. Do the
      math to discover how old he will
    be on his birthday this year.

The words in the scrambled sentence below make up a very 
American sentence. Can you put the words in the right order 

to reveal the sentence?

Look through the 
newspaper to find 
five or more words 
that begin with the 
letter I. Cut out the 

words and glue 
them onto a piece of 

paper in 
alphabetical order. 

Challenge: Can you 
do this with more 
than five words?

At the inauguration ceremony, the president takes an 
oath of office. With right hand raised and left hand on 
an open Bible, the new president says the following 
statement: 

The Seal of the President of the United States     
   contains a circle of white stars representing      
      America’s 50 states. The banner that reads        
       E PLURIBUS UNUM is Latin for “out of  
        many, one” meaning out of many states,  
         one country and also, out of many   
          peoples,  one nation. There are 13 stars,           
          clouds, leaves and arrows that represent          
          the original 13 states. 

Starting with the first letter in each line 
below, circle every other letter to discover 
what the olive branch represents and what 
the arrows the eagle is holding represent.

America’s fourth president, James Madison, and his wife, Dolley, 
were the guests of honor at the first official Inaugural Ball. An 
Inaugural Ball does not bounce. It is actually a big party. 

Like the word ball, many words mean more than one thing. Each 
object shown here has the same name as another object shown. 
Can you match the picture pairs?

O
R
S
T

=
=
=
=

1
2
3
4

D
F
G
I

=
=
=
=

2 4 6 7 8 1 5 3
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Leisurely reading 
the morning paper 
on New Year’s Eve 

was a luxury. With the 
unexpected ringing of 
the doorbell, our day 
suddenly changed.

Fortunately, there are 
tall, narrow windows 
on either 
side of our 
front door. 
From that 
vantage 
could eas-
ily be seen 
an Animal 
Control 
truck 
parked at 
the curb. 
“Where 
is the 
officer?” 
I thought. Perhaps the 
person had walked 
back toward the truck 
and was in front of our 
garage. 

Because she had been 
standing directly in 
front of our door, I had 
not seen Amanda. Upon 
opening it, we discov-
ered she had brought us 
another bird. A look-
see through the gate of 
her carrier indicated 
a raptor. “Where did 
you get it?” I asked. “At 
the corner of Third and 
Main.”

Over the glossy black 
eyes that glared back 
at me were faint white 
streaks. Leading down-
ward from the back of 
each eye was a white 
patch. Parallel to the 
white were dark brown 
streaks located just 
under the center of its 
eyes.   “Could it be?” I 
wondered.

In contrast to the 
light-brown, barred 
feathers of its upper 
part was its creamy-
white underside 
streaked with brown 
spots. After Art had 
opened the gate, my 
gloved hands pressed 

the raptor’s wings to 
its body. Withdrawing 
it from the carrier, I 
rotated the bird just 
enough to look at the 
sides of its beak.

The “tooth,” or sharp 
point on the beak as it 
curved upward from 
the tip, was a defining 
identification mark 
known only to falcons. 
Turning to Art, I told 
him, “We have another 
one.”  To Amanda, 
I said, “You have 
brought us a prairie 
falcon.”

Another noticeable 
sign, and to be sure of 
what we had, would be 
found on the underside 
of its wings. After lay-
ing the bird on a towel, 
Art covered its head 
and helped spread its 
wings. Where the wings 
joined the body, the 
“armpits” were black. It 
was definitely a falcon 
mexicanus.

Telling her we had 
dealt with another 
“prairie” found in 
downtown Lamesa in 
November, we were 
both excited and wor-
ried about having two 
within a month and a 
half. “What happened?”

As Amanda had ap-
proached the intersec-
tion, she noticed the 
falcon on top of a car. 
Realizing that was 
not normal, she had 
stopped and left the 
truck. By that time, 
the raptor was hopping 
on the bed cover of a 
pickup. Hurrying back 
to her vehicle for her 
gloves, she returned to 
find the bird of prey on 
the pavement.

Trying to elude the 
officer, the falcon made 
several attempts at 
becoming airborne. Un-
able to use its legs and 
feet to propel itself high 
enough for its flapping 
wingtips to keep from 

hitting the asphalt, the 
bird of prey had failed 
on every try. It was ob-
vious the bird was too 
weak to fly.

Feeling of its breast-
bone or keel, we con-
firmed what she had 
observed. With no sur-
rounding body fat, the 
keel felt like the edge of 
a dull razor. As Aman-
da prepared to leave, 
we told her without her 
help, the bird would 
have died from starva-
tion.

While wrapped in a 
towel, the falcon first 
received fluids. Then it 
was placed in a carrier. 
Two hours later it was 
fed minced mice and 
beef heart. Since it was 
probably too weak to 
tear food or even inter-
ested in eating it, and 
not wanting to “man-
handle” it, I used a 
hemostat to place each 
morsel at the back of its 
throat.

Fortunately, this 
falcon and many rap-
tors open their mouths 
defensively when ap-

proached. The trick is 
to get them to do it.

With mouth agape, 
food was quickly placed 
far enough back to 
cause the bird to swal-
low it. Bite, by bite, 
the prairie falcon and 
I accomplished its first 
feeding. Time consum-
ing but worthwhile, the 
feeding process was re-
peated later in the day.

With the New Year 
came the hope it would 
take food from a plat-
ter. An hour later that 
morning, I discovered it 
was not going to eat on 
its own. It had, how-
ever, taken every bite 
of mouse and beef and 
scattered it throughout 
its carrier.

As it watched me 
gather each uneaten 
morsel, my only 
thought was that, hope-
fully, it would begin to 
take the initiative. It 
was not to be.

In the late afternoon, 
the raptor had its 
second meal. At least it 
was now readily swal-
lowing each offering. 

Having looked 
at the weather 
reports for the 
week, we decided 
the next day, Jan-
uary 2, to deliver 
the prairie falcon 
to Gail Barnes in 
Lubbock.

After weighing 
it, she confirmed 
it was well below 
its normal weight. 
Handing me a he-
mostat, she held 
the bird while I 
repeated the feed-
ing regimen. For 
several days the 
falcon continued 
to require the 
same procedure, 
but at least now it 
was grabbing its 
food. 

When I checked 
back with 
Amanda to tell 

her the falcon had been 
delivered to the wildlife 
center in Lubbock, she 
said, “There’s another 
one, but it’s flying.”  
After telling me of its 
location, I mentioned 
that the species read-
ily eats smaller birds. 
Since seagulls, black-
birds, sparrows, and pi-
geons frequent the site, 
this third “prairie” was 
apparently catching 
enough to sustain it.

“The one you brought 
me on New Year’s Eve 
was probably trying 
to catch some of the 
pigeons downtown.”  As 
we closed our conver-
sation, she said she’d 
keep an eye on the lat-
est one.  

Then the afternoon of 
January 5, Gail called 
to say she had taken 
the falcon out into the 
barn to a large room. 
Wanting to see what 
the bird would do, she 
waited. The raptor just 
stood and stared at her 
in return.

For the first time, 

she noticed that one of 
its wings was slightly 
higher than the other. 
After capturing it, she 
started feeling every 
part of its wing. What 
was not visible hid 
under creamy white 
feathers.

A gap in the skin 
appeared to be slowly 
healing. There was 
enough of an opening to 
see the tendons inside. 
Fortunately, there was 
no evidence of any in-
fection or bleeding. Gail 
now realized why the 
bird couldn’t fly.

Even though we had 
both examined the 
wings, we had found no 
evidence of a fracture 
or external injury. We 
had made an assump-
tion that the bird was 
too weak to fly because 
of lack of food. 

Instead, its injury 
had prevented it from 
hunting at all. Designed 
for speed, its long wings 
could no longer enable 
it to glide or hover in 
pursuit of its next meal. 
A veterinarian would 
determine whether su-
tures were needed or to 
let the wound heal with 
time. Only this soft tis-
sue injury, or bruising, 
was found after a full 
body-scan and x-rays.

Even though I had 
momentarily thought 
I was “seeing double” 
when having handled 
a falcon from Dawson 
county, and then an-
other from downtown 
Big Spring, the experi-
ence gave all of us an 
insight into the dangers 
encountered by migra-
tory raptors.

 

Bebe McCasland is 
author of “The Scoop 
from Bird Poop.” She 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.

Let’s check our 
perspective. How 
many times have 

you heard someone 
complaining about 
something going 
wrong? Now let’s think 
about how 
many 
times 
you have 
heard 
about 
something 
going 
right. My 
question 
is, isn’t it 
amazing 
how often 
we com-
plain about the wrong 
but just expect the 
right? 

My daily routine 
should be to get up in 
the morning and notice 
the first thing right is 
being able to get out of 
bed without assistance. 
Next, the walk to the 
bathroom, without 

any help, and make it. 
The commode worked 
perfectly, the water in 
the sink flowed without 
a problem and I make 
it to the coffee pot and 
find it ready for my 
morning cup. Yes, this 
is just the start the day, 
but all has gone without 
a hitch. 

I will not comment on 
any of these things but 
allow one thing to go 
wrong and my conver-
sation throughout the 
day will have a topic. 
Aren’t we interesting 
that way?  

I was reading about 
a man who did lots of 
flying in his work. He 
didn’t comment about 
all the times things 
went perfectly but he 
complained loudly 
about the few times the 
plane was late or the 
airlines lost his lug-
gage. 

I was grocery shop-
ping not long ago and 
heard someone com-
plaining that the store 
was out of a certain 
product that was always 
carried, but no word 
about all the items that 
were in the basket and 
ready for purchase. 

It’s really interest-
ing that thousands of 
events, whether work 
related or personal, 
take place without a 
single glitch. Our roof 
doesn’t leak, our car 
starts without a prob-

lem, our schedules 
work out perfectly, our 
coworkers are great, 
our food is safe, reli-
able and tasty and our 
family is loving and 
dependable. So many 
things go right but 
these are not the things 
that are lauded. 

Yes, we have our 
problems; we have our 
hassles, disappoint-
ments and frustrations 
and not everything is 
perfect, but we also 
have many more times 
that things actually go 
like they are supposed 
to go. 

I have discovered that 
when I focus on the 
things that are right I 
have a much better day 
and my perspective on 
life is much brighter. 
Someone once very 
appropriately said that 
life is usually just like 
we expect it; it’s a self-
proclaimed prophecy; 
enjoy the good and en-
dure the not so good! 

I guess this means to 
follow the old proverb: 
When life gives you 
lemons, make lemonade 
and realize that you 
have passed the first 
hurdle. 

Darrell Ryan, is the 
Big Spring Independent 
School District director 
of federal programs.

BIRD POOP: 
Learning a lesson from a falcon mexicanus

BeBe

Mccasland

Courtesy photo

With a wingspan of three feet that gives it the ability 
to dash through the sky with rapid strokes, the prairie 
falcon frequents the western half of the United States. 
In addition to small birds, the raptor, with its swift, low 
flight hunts for small mammals, such as ground squir-
rels, mice, rabbits and young prairie dogs.

darrell

ryan

Checking perspective
Parent’s corner  

THESSALONIKI, Greece (AP) — A 
group of illegal immigrants was jus-
tified in escaping from a police lock-
up last year because of the miserable 
conditions in their overcrowded cell, 
which was filthy, ridden with dis-
ease and had no running water, a 
Greek court has ruled.

The court in the northwestern city 
of Igoumenitsa said the 15 adults — 
from Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Egypt 
and Morocco — had been held for up 
to six weeks in “wretched and highly 
dangerous” conditions.

The decision to acquit the migrants 
of escaping police detention is a 
strong indictment of Greece’s treat-
ment of detained illegal immigrants, 
which has been criticized by inter-
national human rights groups.

A spokeswoman for the United 
Nations refugee agency in Athens 
said it was a very significant first for 
a Greek court to acknowledge that 
people held in such conditions had 
no option but to try to escape.

The country, grappling with 
revived anti-immigrant sentiment 
amid the worst financial crisis since 
the end of World War II, is the main 

entry point to the EU for thousands 
of undocumented migrants from 
Asia and Africa and has started a 
drive to round up and expel them.

More than 30 inmates were 
crammed into an 18-square-yard cell 
with no running water or bedding 
and just one chemical toilet, accord-
ing to the ruling. It said the 
Igoumenitsa lockup was never 
cleaned and the detainees were cop-
ing with lice, skin disease and 
typhoid.

The men had been held in the port 
city pending deportation for alleged-
ly illegally entering the country, and 
they escaped on Oct. 1 by pushing 
past police guards.

Judge Athanassios Terzoudis 
argued in his October ruling that 
both the duration and the conditions 
of their detention were in breach of 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights.

“Therefore, the court judges that 
(the detainees) escaped to avoid a 
severe and otherwise inevitable 
threat which — through no fault of 
their own — endangered their 
health.”

Court: Escape from Greek lockup justified
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Sports
Calendar

TODAY
Boy’s Basketball
• Monahans at Big Spring, J.V., 5 p.m.; 9th, 6:15 
p.m.; Varsity, 7:30 p.m.
• Forsan at Seagraves, 8 p.m.
• Colorado City at Coahoma, 7:30 p.m.
• Stanton at Brownfield, 8 p.m.
• Sterling City at Garden City, 8 p.m.
• Sands at Grady, 8 p.m.

Girl’s Basketball
• Monahans at Big Spring, J.V., 5 p.m.; Varsity, 
6:15 p.m.; 9th, 7:30 p.m.
• Forsan at Seagraves, 6:30 p.m.
• Colorado City at Coahoma, 6 p.m.
• Stanton at Brownfield, 6:30 p.m.
• Sterling City at Garden City, 6:30 p.m.
• Sands at Grady, 6:30 p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 237, or e-
mail sports@bigspringherald.com

HERALD file photo/Tony Claxton

Big Spring’s Tyler Wigington gets fouled by a Lubbock Cooper player during a game earlier in 
the season. The Steers (6-16) will host Monahans today at 7:30 p.m. The Lady Steers will be in 
action at 6:15 p.m. Both games will be at Steer Gym.

Collison leads 
balanced Mavs 
over T’Wolves
SCHUYLER DIXON
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — Darren Col-
lison now runs the floor 
where J.J. Barea was the 
spark that helped rally the 
Dallas Mavericks to their 
first championship two 
seasons ago.

Dallas’ new point guard 
made sure one of his pre-
decessors didn’t finish off 
another comeback Mon-
day night.

Collison led six players 
in double figures with 23 
points and the Mavericks 
matched their season high 
with a third straight win, 
holding off a pair of Bar-
ea-engineered surges in 
a 113-98 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves.

“I felt like we were going 
to attack,” said Collison, 
who also had nine assists 
and three steals.

That used to be Barea’s 
job coming off the bench 
in Dallas, until he became 
a starter midway through 
the 2011 NBA finals on 
Dallas’ home court and 
helped erase a 2-1 series 
deficit against Miami.

He was finally back on 
that floor after sitting out 
Minnesota’s first two trips 
with injuries since signing 
as a free agent when Mav-
ericks owner Mark Cuban 
decided not to bring back 
several key pieces of the 
title team.

The diminutive guard 
is a reserve again, and 
he had former teammate 
Dirk Nowitzki and others 
chasing him all over the 
court while running the 
pick-and-roll and scoring 
11 second-quarter points. 
He led the Timberwolves 
with 21 and was on the 
floor for a second-half ral-
ly that cut a 23-point defi-
cit to eight.

“I have a lot of good his-
tory here,” said Barea, 
who made 4 of 7 from 
3-point range and added 
five assists. “I hit a cou-
ple of shots early so I just 
kept being aggressive the 
whole game. I always try 
to bring a lot of energy 
off the bench and help my 
team as much as I can.”

See MAVS, Page 12

Autopsy: Chief’s LB Belcher 
drunk at time of murder-suicide

Armstrong confesses doping to Oprah
JIM LITKE & JIM VERTUNO
AP Sports Writers

AUSTIN, Texas — Lance 
Armstrong has finally come 
clean.

Armstrong confessed to dop-
ing during an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey taped Monday, 
just a couple of hours after 
a wrenching apology to staff 
at the Livestrong charity he 
founded and has now been 
forced to surrender.

The day ended with 2 1/2 
hours of questions from Win-
frey at a downtown Austin ho-
tel, where she said the world’s 
most famous cyclist was “forth-
coming” as she asked him in 
detail about doping allegations 
that followed him throughout 
his seven Tour de France vic-
tories.

Speaking on “CBS This 
Morning,” Winfrey said Tues-

day she had not planned to ad-
dress Armstrong’s confession 
before the interview aired on 
her OWN network but, “by the 
time I left Austin and landed in 
Chicago, you all had already 
confirmed it.”

“So I’m sitting here now be-
cause it’s already been con-
firmed,” she added.

The session was to be broad-
cast on Thursday but Winfrey 
said it will now run in two 
parts over two nights because 
there is so much material.

Winfrey would not character-
ize whether Armstrong seemed 
contrite but said he seemed 
ready for the interview. “I 
would say that he met the mo-
ment,” she said.

“I don’t think ‘emotional’ be-
gins to describe the intensity 
or the difficulty he experienced 
in talking about some of these 

things.”
The confession was a stun-

ning reversal for a proud ath-
lete and celebrity who sought 
lavish praise in the court of 
public opinion and used court-
rooms to punish his critics.

For more than a decade, Arm-
strong dared anybody who chal-
lenged his version of events to 
prove it. Finally, he told the 
tale himself after promising 
over the weekend to answer 
Winfrey’s questions “directly, 
honestly and candidly.”

The cyclist was stripped of 
his Tour titles, lost most of 
his endorsements and was 
forced to leave Livestrong last 
year after the U.S. Anti-Dop-
ing Agency issued a damn-
ing, 1,000-page report that ac-
cused him of masterminding a 

See DOPING, Page 12

Texans pack up after franchise-best 13-win season
HOUSTON (AP) — 

The Houston Texans 
expected to advance 
farther than they did 
last season.

Instead, a late-season 
collapse cost them a 
bye week and home-
field advantage, and 
they lost in the divi-
sional round just as 
they did a year before. 
Now they’re left to pon-
der another missed op-
portunity after a sea-
son that began with 
such high hopes ended 
with a 41-28 loss to the 
New England Patriots.

Coach Gary Kubiak 

still believes his team 
moved forward this 
season.

“Last year we were 
just excited to be in 
the playoffs ... and now 
we’re really, really 
disappointed because 
we’re not in the Super 
Bowl and we’re not 
playing this week to 
get in the Super Bowl,” 
Kubiak said. “That’s a 
big compliment to ev-
erybody in this build-
ing and how hard they 
work ... we will always 
be that way now and 
we expect to be that 
way for a long time.”

But not everyone is 
looking on the bright 
side of a season where 
Houston won a fran-
chise-best 13 games. 
Star defensive end J.J. 
Watt, who developed 
into one of the top de-
fenders in the league 
this season, summed 
up the year different-
ly.

“I don’t see it as a 
success,” he said. “We 
don’t have a trophy, 
so it’s not a success. 
And in my mind in 
this league if you don’t 
have a trophy then 
you’re not a success.”

 Watt’s performance 
this season was one 
of the biggest rea-
sons Houston won its 
second straight AFC 
South title. Watt led 
the NFL with a fran-
chise-record 20½ sacks 
in the regular season. 
He also had 107 tackles, 
including 39 for losses, 
16 passes defended and 
forced four fumbles. 
He added another nine 
tackles, including 1½ 
sacks and three tack-
les for losses with two 
passes defended in 
Houston’s two postsea-
son games.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
(AP) — Kansas City Chiefs 
linebacker Jovan Belcher 
had a blood-alcohol level 
more than twice the le-
gal limit when he shot 
his girlfriend nine times 
and then killed himself in 
front of his coach and gen-
eral manager, an autopsy 
released Monday showed.

The Jackson County 
Medical Examiner report 
on Belcher, 25, raised new 
questions about whether 
police should have done 
more before the Dec. 1 
murder-suicide. Officers 
found Belcher sleeping in 
his idling car about five 
hours earlier, but let him 
go inside a nearby apart-
ment to sleep it off.

At the time of the au-
topsy, Belcher’s BAC was 
0.17, more than twice the 
limit of 0.08 percent for 
Missouri drivers, and it 
was likely higher when he 
shot girlfriend Kasandra 
Perkins, 22, at the couple’s 
Kansas City home.

A police report released 
previously said Belcher 

had gone out the night be-
fore with a woman he was 
dating on the side while 
Perkins attended a con-
cert with her friends.

Police who found 
Belcher sleeping in his 
Bentley outside the wom-
an’s apartment told him to 
turn off the ignition and 
he complied, the report 
said.

The report said Belcher 
“initially displayed pos-
sible signs of being under 
the influence (asleep and 
disoriented).” But the re-
port added that after a few 
minutes of being awake 
his “demeanor and com-
munication became more 
fluid and coherent.” The 
report added that officers 
didn’t smell alcohol on 
Belcher, and that there 
were no signs of him be-
ing “violent or emotion-
ally unstable.”

Under both city ordi-
nance and state law, it is 
illegal to operate a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated, 
city prosecutor Lowell C. 
Gard said in an email. 
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Announcements
ADOPT: 

A Beautiful Home, 
Laughter, Love, Art, Music, 

Many Opportunities, 
Stayhome Mom waits or 

1st baby. 
Expenses paid Elaine 

1-800-561-9323.

THIS RANCH Sign & Banner 
3ftx3ft was stolen from its 
frame during the night of Dec. 
31st,  2012.  Anyone  having 
information pertaining to this 
theft or where abouts of sign, is 
urged to contact the Mitchell 
County Sheriff Office at 
325-728-5261. **REWARD**

Business Opportunity

SUNSET   BAR. Owner   is 
Retiring- 3 New pool tables, 
spider  boxer & draft machine, 
2 beverage coolers and lots 
more on 1/2 acre. 
$178,000.00. Gloria Alexander 
1800 N. Birdwell, Big Spring, 
Tx 79720 or call 432-263-6292.

Help Wanted
Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

BOYCE GALVANIZING is now 
accepting applications for all 
positions. Office Manager and 
Staff, Forklift Drivers, Crane 
Operators, Maintenance Tech-
nicians & General Labor. Email 
info@boycegalvanizing.com 
for an application or stop by 
our office at 4701 N. Hwy 87, 
Big Spring, TX. 

BRAND INSPECTOR needed 
part-time. Must have knowl-
edge of Livestock, call 
432-695-6120.

CHEMICAL PRODUCTION
Company seeking qualified 
candidates for Truck Treating 
Driver. Individual   will    be 
responsible for delivering 
chemical to customer locations 
and other duties, as needed. 
The ideal candidate will have 
1-3 years experience in a simi-
lar role. This position is based 
in Big Spring, TX. Must have 
CDL & Hazmat endorsement.
We  offer  a $5,000  sign  on 
bonus, competitive Salary, 401 
(K), Medical, Dental & Vision, 
paid vacation and holidays.
Submit resume c/o P.O. Box 
1431/226, Big Spring, TX 
79721-1431.

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

Help Wanted
EARTHCO CONSTRUCTION
has  position available for 
Backhoe Operator with Class A 
or B CDL. Competitive wages 
plus monthly bonus and bene-
fits. If interested  please  apply  
in person at 101 Wooten Rd.

FULL-TIME BREAKFEST
Hostess needed. Apply directly 
at Super 8, 2900 E. I-20. No 
phone calls please. 

FULL-TIME Contract Mainte-
nance positions  available  with  
TLC Property Management 
LLC..  Please   call 
(432)264-6337 immediately to 
schedule today.  Applicants 
must be skilled in all areas of 
Maintenance. 

FURRS  BUFFET now  hiring  
apply          online               at 

https://
furrsjobs.clickandhire.net 

or please call 432-267-2895.

GROUND  MAINTENANCE
position: Full time, benefit 
package. 

Apply at 
Trinity Memorial Park, 
6900 S. US Hwy 87,

Big Spring, TX 79720. 
No phone calls please.

HILLCREST   CDC has   a 
Position Available,  Mon.-Fri. If 
you are energetic and love kids  
please  come apply. Must have 
high school dipolma or GED. 
Hillcrest CDC, 2000 West FM 
700.

HIRING  WASTEWATER
Treatment Plant Operators in 
Pecos area. 

Apply by calling 
Lee Conatser at 
713-805-6670

or send resume to 
Quail Run Services

P.O. Box 1662
Wimberley, Texas 78676 or

leeconatser@
lmenvironmental.com

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

KITCHEN HELP & CARHOP- 
16 Yrs. old or older. Must be 
Neat in Appearance. Honest & 
Dependable. No experience 
necessary will train. Inquire at 
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. 
No phone call Please!

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
MAINT TECH needed for

Property in Big Spring.  
Applicant must have strong 

organizational skills and enjoy 
working outdoors. Ability to 

work independently 
with minimal supervision. 

40 hours/wk.  
Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.

Fax resume 
432-264-1761

MAINT TECH needed for
Property in Big Spring.  

Applicant must have strong 
organizational skills and enjoy 

working outdoors. Ability to 
work independently 

with minimal supervision. 
40 hours/wk.  

Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.
Fax resume 

432-264-1761

MAINTENANCE person 
needed. Call 432-517-0311.

NEED part-time caregivers
and substitute teachers for a 
busy Christian pre-school. Also 
need part-time kitchen help.
Approx. 15 hours per week. 
Must be over the age of 21 and 
have a high school diploma. 
Experience preferred, but not a 
requirement. Apply in person at 
New Hope Christian School 
118 Cedar Rd.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Big Spring Area Routes

Midland Reporter-Telegram
The Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 
has delivery positions available 
in the Big Spring Area for both 

Home Delivery and
Retail Outlet distribution. 

Good organization for 
customer tracking, a reliable 
vehicle and a dependable

commitment to early morning 
deliveries ranging from 

2:00am-6:00 am. 
If interested please call 

Linda McCumber
432-967-4150

NOW ACCEPTING Resumes 
For Plant Operator @ Natural 
Gas Processing Plant NE of 
Big Spring, TX.
Excellent Salary, Paid Vaca-
tion, Medical Insurance, and 
401k. Please Send Resume 
To:
Plant Supervisor
11703 E. FM 846
Coahoma, TX 79511
Or Fax (432)399-4290
Or Email carcher@wtggas.com

PART-TIME JANITORIAL
Work. Dependable. Call 
(432)213-1186, (432)267-6027. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

BIG SPRING Country Club is 
hiring a PM Pantry Person. 
Must have at least 6 months in 
a commercial kitchen. Should 
posses good organizational 
skills, capable of handling multi 
task at one time. Responsible 
for making Salads & Desserts 
for Dinning and Banquet 
Room.   Apply in person at Big 
Spring Country Club. No phone 
calls please.

PROSPERITY   BANK is 
seeking a Part time teller. Cash 
handling experience required. 
If you would like to join our 
growing team of experienced 
bankers, please apply online at 
www.prosperitybanktx.com 
under  the  careers  section. 
EOE, D/V/M/F Member FDIC

SEEKING  LINE walker  for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must 
have valid Texas driver’s li-
cense and be able to pass drug 
screening. Must be physically 
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send 
resume to: Plant Supervisor, 
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or email 
carcher@wtggas.com or fax 
432-399-4290.

THE   HOWARD County 
Sheriff’s Office Detention Divi-
sion is accepting applications 
for  Detention  Officer  starting 
at $15.39 hr. medical/dental, 
retirement, vacation, 13 paid 
holidays, minimum age 18. 
Pickup  application  Troy M. 
Hogue  Law  Enforcement 
Center 3613 West Hwy. 80.

THE  WOOD Group is hiring 
Direct Care Staff for Crisis 
Residential facility. Weekend 
and PRN shift available. No 
certification required. To apply 
visit our website 
www.thewoodgroup.us   and 
fax to 432-263-4334. For 
questions call 432-263-2559.

THE BEST Western Hotel in 
Big Spring is currently accept-
ing applications, for Front Desk 
& Housekeeping. Please come 
in and fill out an application or 
e-mail your resume to 
bestwesternpalaceinn@gmail.c
om NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE.

THE GLASSCOCK County 
Sheriff’s Office has an immedi-
ate opening for a Deputy. Must 
be a licensed Peace Officer in 
the  State of Texas and must 
be TCLEOSE certified and 
have   minimum   of   4   years’ 
experience.

Email resumes to: 
kayla.roberts@

co.glasscock.tx.us 
mail them to GCSO PO Box 
239 Garden City, Texas 79739 
or fax them to 432-354-2325.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

Help Wanted

WANTED EXPERIENCED 
Bookkeeper/Accountant .

Call  
(432)517-0311 

for more info.....

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Cotton seed, Cot-
ton burrs, and Cotton motes. 
For more information call 
432-517-0383.

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

ANNUAL YELLOW Box Shoe 
Sale- Merle Norman, 1210 
South Gregg St.. Sale ends 
1-31-13.

On the Farm
CASH for your MINERALS! 
Producing or non-producing 
minerals. Will pay top dollar. 
Call 325-232-7813

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2  BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1 BEDROOM Master Loft, fully 
furnished all utilities paid 
$1500/month. Brand new 
modern accomadations includ-
ing seperate living room.
Please call 432-599-1778.

1708 PURDUE 3 bdr, 2bath, 
CH/A,  tile floors. New carpet. 
$1200/month  $900/deposit. 
Call 432-816-1255.

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

236310

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

20,000 Miles. Wheelchair Conversion

1998 Lincoln 
Navigator

New 2012 GMC 
Yukon

Stock#1324, MSRP $49,670, 
$1000 Rebate plus 0% 

for 72 mos. 
Ally Financing W.A.C..

2009 GMC 
Canyon SLE2

22,000 Miles.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

235282

$22,995$49,995

$5,995

$25,995
2008 Dodge Gran Caravan 

2010 Yukon XL
Denali

Loaded, 26K Miles.

235282 Shroyer-1-15-13.indd   1 1/9/13   11:02:07 AM
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

LAWN CARE CENTER

24
03

82

You Grow It. We Mow It
We can tear your house down, and 

built it from the ground.
Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
I am a single mother

 (15 yrs. experience with crew)
* LANDSCAPING ~ ANY DESIGN *

Candy Thomas
(432) 517-1051

Roy Thomas
(432) 816-5367

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O

LAWN SERVICE

23
55

02

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
(432) 517-5554

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

35
55

Larry's Roofing
Comp & Dementials
Add On's & Patio's

Patch jobs & small homes
Painting - inside/outside

Tree Trimming.
Free Estimates

Call
432/270/8049

432-466-5620

23
35

51

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Real Estate for Rent
509 EAST 18th. 1 bdr, stove & 
refrigerator furnished, fenced 
yard. $500.00 Month, $200.00 
deposit. Call 432-270-5543 or 
270-3543.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease 
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub, 
extra large closets. $1050 
month plus deposit. 1 Year 
lease required. No pets/ 
smoker and no children please. 
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

OASIS RV Park- Have Travel 
Trailers available for Rent. Also 
have multiple Big Shops for 
Rent. Call Ginger 
432-213-5122.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00 
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills 
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

One     Bedroom-      Partly 
Furnished Apt..  All bills paid 
including cable. $650. monthly. 
Call Robert 432-466-9277.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

RV SPACES- 2 Miles North of 
Big Spring. $375.00 month, 50 
amp hookup, water & sewer 
provided. For more info 
432-816-1464.

Real Estate for Sale
2904 PARKWAY- 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath, 2 car garage, above 
ground swimming pool, 2 
shops, RO System. Call 
(432)267-3000, (432)213-1461 
for more info. or appointment.

FSBO-   OWNER Finance 
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1 
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00 
DN and 746.78 (P&I) per mo. 
WAC.  www.tmsale.net/ 
2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr. 
Please call 806-745-9965.

MOSS     SCHOOL District. 
3 bdrm,  2 bath, 1 car garage.  
Serious Inquires only. Call 
432-517-4665 for more infor.

Vehicles
2006 FLEETWOOD Discovery, 
39', 330 hp Cat., 17,000 miles, 
3 slides, HD satellite, 2 AC's, 
convection oven, washer/dryer, 
much more, excellent condi-
tion, $89K. 432-263-7676.

NEIGHBOR AUTO SALES
1300 East 4th Street

Big Spring Texas 79720
We Buy Cars!

Pisces Moon 
Channels Zen Master

The Pisces Moon is a spiritual
teacher. She reminds us that the
wild moments you create outside
of yourself bring only temporary
release. True freedom comes
from bringing your inner world
to a state of harmony. The
expansive, unlimited joyful
feeling was always there inside
you, waiting for you
to tap in. 

ARIES (March 21-
April 19). Your
senses are ready to
take life in high
definition. Sounds
sparkle and colors
appear brighter.
This may have
something to do
with that
interesting someone
you keep running
into.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You have plenty of charm to at
your disposal, and you can dish
it generously when needed.
However, right now you may
find that life is a lot less
complicated if you simply tell
the far-less charming truth about
things. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
People seem to think you’re
some kind of super hero these
days. You’ll warm into the day,
determined not to let a loved
one’s long list of expectations
overwhelm you. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

True history can be hard to find.
Even those who are trying to
stick to the facts cannot form an
entirely impartial version.
Listen for the spin and put
everything in a context. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Just as
soon as you figure out which job
to do, you’ll get it done. The
hard part is the forethought.
Take all the time you need to get
organized and prioritize your
efforts. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You’ll be reviewed by your
toughest critic — you! Did you
do a great job? Yes, of course
you did. Is there room for
improvement? Yes, as usual. You
should really give yourself a
raise. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Saying “no” is freedom. If you
can’t say “no” or if you believe
you can’t, you’re in prison.
Exercise your right to disagree,
decline or walk away. To liberty! 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). No
one can make you want
something you don’t or be
interested in something that
doesn’t interest you. Your
attractions come naturally and
for reasons that are mysterious
even to you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There are several people
who have the credentials you
need to fulfill a certain job. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19).
No one can tell you who you are.
You can’t blame the ones who
try, nor can you take their

comments too personally. Their
suggestions have nothing to do
with you really. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Romantic attention will
make you swoon inside, though
it’s likely that your outside will
remain unfazed. It has to be this
way if you’re to stay in control. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You’re all heart now,
overflowing with feeling and
filled with passion for your
endeavors. The Moon in your
sign will embolden you all day
and into tomorrow morning. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Jan. 15). This year puts you in
touch with the simple pleasures
that make you happy. You’ll find
yourself wanting fewer things,
talking less and enjoying the
spaces in your schedule. Others
sense how centered you’ve
become, and you’ll be offered
what seemed withheld from you
before. March and July bring
financial bonus. Cancer and
Pisces adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 6, 23, 50, 1 and 17. 

LIBRA YEAR AT A
GLANCE: JANUARY: Love is a
verb. You’ll never know how
someone feels about you but
you’ll get plenty of evidence as
to those feelings. FEBRUARY:
Venus makes sure that people
notice your remarkable style and
innovative approach to the
mundane. MARCH: There are
some things you’ll never be fully
ready for, but you can’t let that
stop you from moving forward.

APRIL: The 10th brings an
infusion of super-charisma that
lasts, so be careful how you
wield your smile. MAY: Your
personal life will be in
incubation mode, developing
through patience and warmth.
JUNE: Jupiter’s transit on the
25th begins a new professional
cycle. JULY: You’ll connect with
the people you admire and pick
up much by osmosis. AUGUST:
Don’t look back — forgive,
forget, and move on.
SEPTEMBER: Authority figures
seem to limit you. You’ll emerge
stronger for having to manage
the opposition. OCTOBER: Enjoy
the many victories, big and
small, that will energize your
world this month. NOVEMBER:
Relationships will rock and roll.
Is this a dance or a test?
DECEMBER: You’re still hot
socially, but that may not please
you. Privacy issues arise. Set
boundaries in relationships and
revel in your You-Time. 

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Baptist minister and human
rights activist Martin Luther
King Jr. was born on this day in
1929. The man who famously
changed the world by declaring
“I have a dream ...” was a
charismatic Capricorn born
under a dreamy Pisces Moon.
Venus also in the ethereal and
spiritual sign of Pisces indicates
a gift for using the healing
power of love. 
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Available for Adoption 
at the Big Spring Animal Shelter

Basset Hound/
Labrador Retriever Mix

Dudley, the “Bass-a-
Dor,” is about 

5 months old. He can
fetch, sit and loves to

cuddle. 

Available for adoption
until January 24

432-264-2372

Dudley

Domestic Short Hair
Orange and White

Sonny is meowing for a
new home. He is about

8-months-old and is
very affectionate. He is
also litter-box trained. 

Available for adoption
until January 28

Sonny

Dear Annie: I used to
travel a fair amount for
my job. These trips
included lunches and
dinners with my co-
workers, sometimes in
groups, sometimes not.
At no time did I ever
have the faintest interest
in having an affair. But
my husband thinks
otherwise. 

During the entire time
I traveled, he constantly
accused me of sleeping
with “somebody.” I never
once gave him a reason
to think I was cheating. I
recognized that this was
just his way of dealing
with his own insecurities
and poor self-image.

I have not worked for a
number of years, but on
occasion, he stills
insinuates that I had
affairs. Instead of being
supportive of my hard
work then and now, he
thinks it’s more
important to keep
suggesting that I’m
always looking for
someone else to sleep
with. How do I get him to
stop? — Not a Cheater 

Dear Not: Your
husband sounds overly

suspicious. We don’t
mean to add to the
problem, but sometimes
those who are having
affairs accuse the spouse
of the same offense. Tell
your husband that his
continuing accusations
undermine your trust and
make you wonder what is
really going on.
Counseling could help get
to the bottom of it. If he
is unwilling, you can
choose to turn a deaf ear
or get counseling on your
own. However, if his
accusations become more
strident or more frequent,
this could indicate
mental health or medical
issues, and he should see
his doctor.

Dear Annie: I recently
made a new friend at
work. We have known
each other for three
months, and we get along
great. However, imagine
my surprise last week
when she told me she
used my first name on an
online dating site. At first
I just thought it was a
little weird, but now I
feel really uncomfortable
about it and don’t know
what to do. 

How can I get her to
change her online profile
without ruining our work
relationship? — Miffed 

Dear Miffed: This was
presumptuous but not
disastrous. If she used
only your first name and
the rest of her
information is her own,
it’s annoying but not
compromising. However,
the fact that she would do
this without consulting
you indicates that she
could easily take other
liberties down the road,
so you are smart to nip
this in the bud. 

Be nice but honest. Say,
“Dottie, remember when
you said you used my
first name on your dating
profile? It really made me
uncomfortable. And
prospective dates don’t
like that sort of thing,
either. Please change it
immediately.” If she is
the type who would end a
friendship over this,
consider it a bullet
dodged.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please email your questions
to anniesmailbox@comcast.net.
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NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring



Today is Tuesday, Jan. 15, 
the 15th day of 2013. There are 
350 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 15, 1943, work was 
completed on the Pentagon, 
headquarters of the U.S. 
Department of War (now 
Defense).

On this date:
In 1559, England’s Queen 

Elizabeth I was crowned in 
Westminster Abbey.

In 1777, the people of New 
Connecticut declared their 
independence. (The republic 
later became the state of 
Vermont.)

In 1862, the U.S. Senate con-
firmed President Abraham 
Lincoln’s choice of Edwin M. 
Stanton to be the new Secretary 
of War, replacing Simon 
Cameron.

In 1913, actor Lloyd Bridges 
was born in San Leandro, 
Calif.

In 1929, civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 

born in Atlanta.
In 1947, the mutilated 

remains of 22-year-old Elizabeth 
Short, who came to be known 
as the “Black Dahlia,” were 
found in a vacant Los Angeles 
lot; her slaying remains 
unsolved.

In 1961, a U.S. Air Force 
radar tower off the New Jersey 
coast collapsed into the Atlantic 
Ocean during a severe storm, 
killing all 28 men aboard.

In 1967, the Green Bay 
Packers of the National Football 
League defeated the Kansas 
City Chiefs of the American 
Football League 35-10 in the 
first AFL-NFL World 
Championship Game, retroac-
tively known as Super Bowl I.

In 1973, President Richard 
Nixon announced the suspen-
sion of all U.S. offensive action 
in North Vietnam, citing prog-
ress in peace negotiations.

In 1993, in Paris, a historic 
disarmament ceremony ended 
with the last of 125 countries 
signing a treaty banning chem-
ical weapons.

In 2009, US Airways Capt. 
Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger 
ditched his Airbus 320 in the 
Hudson River after a flock of 
birds disabled both engines; all 
155 people aboard survived.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Margaret O’Brien is 76. Actress 
Andrea Martin is 66. Actor-
director Mario Van Peebles is 
56. Actor James Nesbitt is 48. 
Singer Lisa Lisa (Lisa Lisa and 
Cult Jam) is 46. Actor Chad 
Lowe is 45. Alt-country singer 
Will Oldham (aka “Bonnie 
Prince Billy”) is 43. Actress 
Regina King is 42. Actor Eddie 
Cahill is 35. Rapper/reggaeton 
artist Pitbull is 32. Electronic 
dance musician Skrillex is 25.

Thought for Today: “One day 
we must come to see that peace 
is not merely a distant goal we 
seek, but that it is a means by 
which we arrive at that goal. 
We must pursue peaceful ends 
through peaceful means.” — 
Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-
1968).
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Show
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Come See Our Fuel Line Of

Howard County Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.                                                      432-267-6411

Jackets • Coveralls • Bibs

22
84

67

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 2 of 5 - Very Hard

1 5 2

8 6

7 3 1

8 2 4 6 3

1 9

7 1 3 5 6

9 1 4

4 7

4 2 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

By Steve Becker

MAVS
Continued from Page 7

The Timberwolves, 
who finished a 0-4 road 

trip that coach Rick 
Adelman missed for 
personal reasons, got 20 
points and a game-high 
12 rebounds from Niko-
la Pekovic.

“It was a tough trip,” 
Barea said. “I tell them 
to remember how this 
feels. We have to get bet-
ter at home.”

O.J. Mayo and Elton 
Brand had 20 points 
each for Dallas. It was a 
season high for Brand. 
Mayo matched Colli-
son’s nine assists, and 
the Maverick had a sea-
son-high 33 as a team. 
Nowitzki, Chris Kaman 
and Vince Carter had 10 
points apiece.

After helping Dal-
las win the title, Barea 
didn’t play in his first 
trip to Dallas last season 
but did get a champion-
ship ring in Minnesota’s 
only visit. He sat out a 

game earlier this season 
with a sprained foot.

Coming off the bench 
late in the first quarter, 
Barea had two quick as-
sists then scored eight 
of Minnesota’s first 10 
points in the second. 
Barea hit three 3-point-
ers and a driving layup 
and led the Timber-
wolves with 11 points 
and four assists before 
halftime.

Barea, who had about 
15 family members and 
friends in the crowd, 
helped Minnesota cut 
an 11-point deficit to 
40-38 before Carter con-
verted a three-point 
play to start a 15-5 run 
that put the Mavericks 
up 55-43 late in the sec-
ond quarter. Brand had 
eight points during the 
run and led Dallas with 
14 points on 7-of-8 shoot-
ing in the first half.

DOPING
Continued from Page 7

long-running doping 
scheme.

The International Cy-
cling Union, or UCI, 
issued a statement on 
Tuesday saying it was 
aware of the reports 
that Armstrong had con-
fessed to Winfrey. The 
governing body for the 
sport urged Armstrong 
to tell his story to an 
independent commis-
sion it has set up to ex-
amine claims it covered 
up suspicious samples 
from the cyclist, accept-
ed financial donations 
from him and helped 
him avoid detection in 
doping tests.

Armstrong started 
Monday with a visit 
to the headquarters of 
Livestrong, the char-

ity he founded in 1997 
and turned into a global 
force on the strength of 
his athletic dominance 
and personal story of 
surviving testicular 
cancer that had spread 
to his lungs and brain.

About 100 Livestrong 
staff members gathered 
in a conference room as 
Armstrong told them 
“I’m sorry.” He choked 
up during a 20-minute 
talk, expressing regret 
for the long-running 
controversy tied to per-
formance-enhancers 
had caused, but stopped 
short of admitting he 
used them.

Before he was done, 
several members were 
in tears when he urged 
them to continue the 
charity’s mission, help-
ing cancer patients and 
their families.

“Heartfelt and sin-
cere,” is how Livestrong 

spokeswoman Kather-
ine McLane described 
his speech.

Armstrong later hud-
dled with almost a dozen 
people before stepping 
into a room set up at a 
downtown Austin hotel 
for the interview with 
Winfrey. The group 
included close friends 
and lawyers. They ex-
changed handshakes 
and smiles, but declined 
comment.

Winfrey has promot-
ed her interview, one 
of the biggest for OWN 
since she launched the 
network in 2011, as a 
“no-holds barred” ses-
sion, and after the volu-
minous USADA report 
— which included tes-
timony from 11 former 
teammates — she said 
she went into the ses-
sion with 112 questions 
ready to go. Not all of 
them were asked, she 
said, but many were.

USADA chief execu-
tive Travis Tygart, a 

longtime critic of Arm-
strong’s, called the 
drug regimen practiced 
while Armstrong led the 
U.S. Postal Service team 
“the most sophisticated, 
professionalized and 
successful doping pro-
gram that sport has ever 
seen.” USADA did not 
respond to requests for 
comment about Arm-
strong’s confession.

For years, Armstrong 
went after his critics 
ruthlessly during his 
reign as cycling cham-
pion. He scolded some 
in public and didn’t 
hesitate to punish out-
spoken riders during 
the race itself. He waged 
legal battles against still 
others in court.

At least one of his oppo-
nents, the London-based 
Sunday Times, has al-
ready filed a lawsuit to 
recover about $500,000 it 
paid him to settle a libel 
case, and Dallas-based 
SCA Promotions, which 
tried to deny Armstrong 

a promised bonus for a 
Tour de France win, has 
threatened to bring an-
other lawsuit seeking to 
recover more than $7.5 
million awarded by an 
arbitration panel.

In Australia, the gov-
ernment of South Aus-
tralia state said Tuesday 
it will seek the repay-
ment of several million 
dollars in appearance 
fees paid to Armstrong 
for competing in the 
Tour Down Under in 
2009, 2010 and 2011.

“We’d be more than 
happy for Mr. Arm-
strong to make any re-
payment of monies to 
us,” South Australia 
Premier Jay Weatherill 
said.

Betsy Andreu, the wife 
of former Armstrong 
teammate Frankie An-
dreu, was one of the 
first to publicly accuse 
Armstrong of using 
performance-enhancing 
drugs. She called news 
of Armstrong’s confes-

sion “very emotional 
and very sad,” and 
choked up when asked 
to comment.

“He used to be one 
of my husband’s best 
friends and because 
he wouldn’t go along 
with the doping, he got 
kicked to the side,” she 
said. 

“Lance could have a 
positive impact if he 
tells the truth on ev-
erything. He’s got to be 
completely honest.”

Betsy Andreu testified 
in SCA’s arbitration 
case challenging the bo-
nus in 2005, saying Arm-
strong admitted in an 
Indiana hospital room 
in 1996 that he had taken 
many performance-en-
hancing drugs, a claim 
Armstrong vehemently 
denied.

“It would be nice if he 
would come out and say 
the hospital room hap-
pened,” Andreu said. 
“That’s where it all 
started.”
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