
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Dedications, construction, 
elections, crime, death and 
drought — this was the year 
that was.

Soon after the calendar 
flipped to 2012, the Veterans 
Administration Medical Cen-
ter was renamed after Big 

Spring’s only Medal of Honor 
recipient, and just before the 
year drew to a close, a long-
awaited re-opening nearly 
four decades in the making 
took place.

In between, there were 12 
months full of news, good and 
bad, but no news was bigger 
in 2012 than what happened 

one night in early November 
when local residents headed 
to the polls.

Here are the top 10 stories of 
2012, as voted upon by the Big 
Spring Herald editorial staff:

No. 1: The EDC election — 
Simply put, Big Spring voters 
were asked to decide, in large 
degree, on the economic fu-
ture of this community.

At stake was whether funds 
from the local Economic De-
velopment Corporation would 
remain strictly ear-marked 
for economic development 
purposes or if the money also 
could be used for community 
improvement projects.

The issue caused much 
heated debate (and more 
than a few hurt feelings) in 
the weeks leading up to the 
election. Proponents of the 
change argued that commu-
nity improvement projects 
would serve as incentives to 
attract new businesses, while 
improving the quality of life 
for everyone. Opponents, on 
the other hand, feared chang-
ing the EDC’s mandate would 
effectively choke off econom-
ic development efforts.

By the time all the votes 
were counted, it was clear lo-
cal residents weren’t in any 
mood for a change — more 
than 60 percent chose to keep 
the EDC as it was.

No. 2: The Settles re-opens 
— It was a day many residents 

had dreamed of but secretly 
feared would never occur.

The Hotel Settles, built 
in 1930, has long been Big 
Spring’s most recognizable 
landmark, but for most of the 
past 40 years, the building 
had also been the butt of deri-
sive comments and/or jokes.

That’s because it had been 
vacant since the 1970s and 
had fallen into a serious state 

of disrepair in the interven-
ing years.

Enter Brint Ryan.
Ryan, a Big Spring native 

and owner of the seventh-
largest tax services firm in the 
United States, put millions 
of dollars of his own money 
into a multi-year restoration 
of the dilapidated landmark,
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After several years and more than $30 million worth of work, the Settles Hotel re-opened to the public in late December.

EDC election, Settles re-opening dominated headlines

File photo

Big Spring ISD trustees Kenneth mcIntosh and Irene 
Rodriguez share a hug during ribbon-cutting ceremonies for 
the district’s new elementary campuses in August.

File photo

Officials gathered in January for a ceremony renaming the 
local VA hospital after medal of Honor recipient George H. 
O’Brien Jr.



county detention center Sunday by the BSPD on 
charges of bail jumping – failure to appear, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• DARRIN JAY CROOKS, 53, was booked into the 
county detention center Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of drug paraphernalia.

• ERNEST WILLIAM CLARK, 72, was booked into 
the county detention center Sunday by the BSPD on 
a charge of criminal trespass.

• ALVINO NOYOLA, 60, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on a Glasscock County warrant for order 
modifying conditions of probation.

• DAVID LAMONT BUSBY, 38, was booked into 
the county detention center Monday by the BSPD 
on a Travis County parole warrant.

• BOBBY RAY MOLETT, 44, was booked into the 
county detention center Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of theft of property – more than $50 and less 
than $500.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Wyoming. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of 
Goliad. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Alabama. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of FM 700 and Interstate Highway 20. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sycamore. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of S. 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3400 block of E. 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 2100 
block of Alabama. One person was air evacuated 
from the scene.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported three miles 
south of Big Spring on S. Highway 87. One person 
was air evacuated from the scene.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of Oil 
Mill Road. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported near the intersection of 
Dallas and Lancaster. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1300 block of 
Lexington. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Oriole. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• MICHAEL DEAN NALL, 34, of 4201 W. Highway 
80 Apt. 5, was arrested Sunday on charges of posses-
sion of a controlled substance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and a warrant from another agency.

• ERNEST WILLIAM CLARK, 72, transient, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of criminal trespass.

• DARRIN JAY CROOKS, 53, of 4200 Bilger, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1500 block of Tucson.
In the 200 block of W. FM 700.
• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 1400 

block of Johnson.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 67 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• BOYCE LEE HORTON, 54, was booked into the 
county detention center Friday by the BSPD on a 
municipal warrant for running a stop sign.

• PAMELA LEFLER, 50, was booked into the 
county detention center Friday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• NOEL MICHAEL MARTINEZ, 17, was booked 
into the county detention center Friday by the 
BSPD on a charge of aggravated sexual assault of a 
child.

• JESSICA FAYE BROOKS, 25, was booked into 
the county detention center Friday by the BSPD on 
a motion to adjudicate guilt for delivery of mari-
juana and charges of manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance (two counts) and delivery/
offering delivery of a dangerous drug.

• VICTORIA HANNABASS, 24, was booked into 
the county detention center Friday by the BSPD on 
a charge of public intoxication.

• BENJAMIN ANTHONY ISLAS, 20, was booked 
into the county detention center Saturday by the 
BSPD on a charge of driving under the influence by 
a minor.

• ANDY PIPER, 26, was booked into the county 
detention center Saturday by the BSPD on munici-
pal warrants for open container – passenger and 
violation of a promise to appear.

• ALVIN CHARLES SMITH JR., 28, was booked 
into the county detention center Saturday by the 
BSPD on a Lewisville warrant for organized retail 
theft – less than $50 and a charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• JAMES ROBERT SIMPSON, 28, was booked into 
the county detention center Saturday by the BSPD 
on a charge of public intoxication.

• ROBERT LEE AIKENS JR., 49, was booked into 
the county detention center Saturday by the BSPD 
on a charge of theft of property – more than $50 and 
less than $500.

• EDGAR GALLEGOS, 18, was booked into the 
county detention center Saturday by the BSPD on a 
Dallas warrant for possession of marijuana.

• LEROY ZUBIATE, 28, was booked into the coun-
ty detention center Sunday by the BSPD on munici-
pal warrants for failure to maintain financial 
responsibility and speeding.

• SARAH NICOLE DUNLAP, 28, was arrested 
Sunday by the HCSO on charges of theft of property 
– more than $500 and less than $1,500, possession of 
a controlled substance, possession of drug para-
phernalia and driving while license invalid.

• MICHAEL DEAN NALL, 34, was booked into the 

JoAnn Howell-Mason
JoAnn Howell-Mason, 66, of 

Big Spring died Thursday, Dec. 
27, 2012, at her residence. The 
family will receive friends from 
6 P.M. until 8 P.M. Tuesday, 
Jan. 1, 2013, at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel with 
Pastor Phil Babcock, pastor of 
New Testament Baptist Church 

of Midland, officiating. Graveside services will be 
held at 3 pm. at Resthaven North Cemetery in 
Midland, Texas.

She was born Sept. 18, 1946, in Lamesa, Texas, to 
Fannie (Richardson) and C.W. Smith. She was a 
resident of Big Spring for more than 17 years, com-
ing from Midland. She was a member of New Life 
Ministries C.O.G.I.C. She was employed at the Big 
Spring State Hospital.

She is survived by her husband, Odell Mason of 
Big Spring; three sons, Melsyki Edwards of Big 
Spring, Khaki Edwards of Midland and Jared 
Edwards of Midland; three daughters, Pebbles 
Evans of Abilene, April Edwards of Dallas and 
Didget Post of Big Spring; three brothers, Vernon 
Smith of Levelland, Jimmy Ray Smith of Lubbock 
and Mart Smith of Midland; one sister, Pamela 
Vaughn of Midland; 16 grandchildren and 22 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents; one 
brother, Don Smith; and a grandson.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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Obituaries Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

1/2

49/25
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Thu

1/3

48/25
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:54 PM

Fri

1/4

52/27
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:55 PM

Sat

1/5

57/29
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the upper
20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:56 PM

Sun

1/6

61/33
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:56 PM

Brownsville
54/45

Houston

48/39

Austin
47/36

Dallas
44/32

El Paso
51/28

Amarillo
43/14

San Antonio
47/40

Big Spring

49/25

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 46 26 pt sunny Kingsville 53 42 rain
Amarillo 43 14 sunny Livingston 46 34 cloudy
Austin 47 36 cloudy Longview 44 33 cloudy
Beaumont 49 39 cloudy Lubbock 46 18 pt sunny
Brownsville 54 45 rain Lufkin 47 36 cloudy
Brownwood 47 32 cloudy Midland 50 27 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 51 43 rain Raymondville 51 42 rain
Corsicana 43 32 cloudy Rosenberg 47 39 cloudy
Dallas 44 32 cloudy San Antonio 47 40 cloudy
Del Rio 52 41 cloudy San Marcos 47 37 cloudy
El Paso 51 28 sunny Sulphur Springs 42 32 cloudy
Fort Stockton 48 30 pt sunny Sweetwater 47 27 pt sunny
Gainesville 42 25 cloudy Tyler 44 34 cloudy
Greenville 41 28 cloudy Weatherford 43 27 cloudy
Houston 48 39 cloudy Wichita Falls 44 26 pt sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 51 41 cloudy Minneapolis 24 14 cloudy
Boston 27 7 pt sunny New York 33 26 pt sunny
Chicago 26 20 sunny Phoenix 59 35 sunny
Dallas 44 32 cloudy San Francisco 59 43 mst sunny
Denver 31 10 pt sunny Seattle 43 34 sunny
Houston 48 39 cloudy St. Louis 33 23 pt sunny
Los Angeles 66 44 sunny Washington, DC 38 30 pt sunny
Miami 80 67 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 28

Last
Jan 5

UV Index

Wed

1/2
3

Moderate

Thu

1/3
3

Moderate

Fri

1/4
3

Moderate

Sat

1/5
3

Moderate

Sun

1/6
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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• A medical fund has been established at Big 
Spring Education Employee’s Federal Credit Union 
for Alicia R. Hernandez, daughter of Tony and 
Christy Hernandez. Alicia has been struggling 
with medical issues since February and will be 
going to Fort Worth’s Cook Children’s Medical 
Center in January for tests. Donations should be 
sent to: BSEEFCU c/o Alicia Hernandez Medical, 
1110 Benton St. Big Spring, Texas. 79720.

• A fund has been established at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home to help pay funeral expenses for 
local resident Joe Gomez, who passed away on Dec. 
12. Donations can sent to Myers and Smith Funeral 
Home at P.O. Box 2760 in Big Spring.

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need of 
warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to the 
Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Services 
Council needs assistance in The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in 
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check 
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are 
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday. For more information, contact Jamey 
Stegall at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-
7535.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their 
families, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 
or come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly 
appreciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to 

help deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria 
Cantu at 263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, 
deliveries and crafts. To find out more information 
or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home 
Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and enjoy 
a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary 
donations are also welcomed. Donations can be 
made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., 
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help. If 
you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.
BecomeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
need of foster families. Foster parents are the care-
takers for the children in the community who have 
been abused or neglected. For more information on 
becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-
9669.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ is 
holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and owners 
of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).
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vowing to return it to its 
former splendor.

A few years and some 
$30 million later, Ryan 
made good on his prom-
ise — on Dec. 28, the ho-
tel re-opened its doors 
with a special lighting 
ceremony and wel-
comed overnight guests 
the following night. 
Hotel officials promise 
to maintain much of 
the building’s historic 
touches while also offer-
ing modern touches, as 
well.

No. 3: New schools — 
In August, Big Spring 
Independent School Dis-
trict’s elementary cam-
puses entered the 21st 
Century.

When the school year 
opened Aug. 27, stu-
dents at Goliad, Moss, 
Marcy and Washington 
elementaries were wel-
comed into brand new 
buildings, the center-
pieces of a $60 million 
district-wide renovation 
approved by voters two 
years earlier.

The new campuses 
are basically everything 
their older counterparts 
weren’t — more spa-
cious, more secure and 
much better equipped 
to meet modern educa-
tional needs.

The 75,000 square-foot 
campuses are designed 
to hold around 550 stu-
dents and each house 27 
classrooms, a library, 
computer labs, a combi-
nation cafeteria-audito-
rium and gymnasium.

“This is awesome — 
that’s the word that 
keeps coming to mind,” 
Marcy Principal Rita 
Faulkner said, looking 
around her new work-
place. “We have a won-
derful campus that kids 
are going to love. And if 
the kids love coming to 
school, they’re going to 
learn.”

No. 4: Crime — Un-
fortunately, not all the 
news was good in 2012.

The new year got off to 
a bad start when Chris-

topher Castanuela be-
came the first homicide 
victim of 2012 on New 
year’s Day, and anoth-
er Big Spring man was 
ruled the victim of a hit-
and-run homicide a few 
days later.

Among the other low-
lights of the year:

• Former KBST News 
Director Kyle Guthrie 
received a six-year pris-
on sentence after plead-
ing guilty to a charge of 
online solicitation of a 
minor.

• Howard County resi-
dent Edgar Dale Whitt 
received a 10-year pris-
on sentence for prohib-
ited sexual contact after 
law enforcement offi-
cials discovered he had 
fathered a child with his 
daughter.

• Chris Daniel Mar-
quez, 19, was arrested 
in late October and 
charged in the shooting 
death of 33-year-old Luis 
Pena.

No. 5: Enrollment 
surges — In the words 
of a Big Spring ISD 
trustee, “Thank good-
ness we built those new 
schools.”

All that extra space the 
new elementary cam-
puses provided was put 
to use as the 2012-2013 
school year unfolded. 
The oil boom brought 
more than workers to 
West Texas — it brought 
the workers’ families, 
also. The result was a 
veritable explosion in 
enrollment, particularly 
at the elementary level, 
for BSISD.

October’s overall en-
rollment exceeded 2,000 
students, the first time 
that had happened lo-
cally since 2000. Figures 
have tapered off slightly 
since that time, but the 
school district still fac-

es an increase of more 
than 200 students from 
this time last year.

It is a good news/
bad news situation for 
BSISD — more students 
mean more state money 
for the district, but it 
also requires admin-
istrators to hire more 
teachers. And facing a 
tight job market, offi-
cials were scrambling 
to find new teachers at 
year’s end.

No. 6: Wastewater fa-
cility improvements — 
The city of Big Spring’s 
proposed $13 million 
overhaul of the munici-
pality’s water and waste-
water facilities received 
overwhelming voter 
approval in the May 12 
municipal election.

The measure passed 
with 1,182 ballots in fa-
vor — 71.51 percent of 
the vote — with 471 cast-
ing their ballot against 
the proposition, ac-
counting for 28.49 per-
cent of the tally.

The project will be 
funded by both the city 
and the local Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion.

As part of the agree-
ment between the coun-
cil and the Big Spring 
Economic Develop-
ment board of directors,  
the EDC will provide 
$750,000 a year for the 
first two years, and then 
40 percent of its sales tax 
revenue — with a floor 
of $500,000 and a ceiling 
of $750,000 for the follow-
ing 18 years — with the 
city of Big Spring pick-
ing up the remainder of 
the tab.

No. 7: Hogue hon-
ored — Local, county 
and state law enforce-
ment officials honored a 
fallen hero in 2012.

Troy Hogue, a Big 
Spring native and for-
mer Department of 
Public Safety trooper 
who was murdered in 
the line of duty in 1994, 
was honored locally 
when the new joint law 
enforcement center — 
which houses both the 
Big Spring Police De-
partment and Howard 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice — was named after 
him.

Also in 2012, the DPS 
honored Hogue by nam-
ing one of its four new 
interceptor patrol boats 
after the Big Spring na-
tive. The boat will be 
used for border patrol 
and drug interdiction 
efforts along the Rio 
Grande River.

No 8: VAMC name 
change — The Big 
Spring VA Medical Cen-
ter’s name was officially 
changed to the George 
H. O’Brien Jr. VA Medi-
cal Center. O’Brien is 
the only Medal of Hon-
or recipient who ever 
called Big Spring home. 

U.S. Marine Corps 
2nd Lt. O’Brien was 
presented the medal on 
Oct. 27, 1953, exactly 
one year after he spear-
headed the capture of an 
enemy-held hill while 
wounded by enemy fire 
in Korea. O’Brien con-
tinued to serve in the 
Marine Reserves where 
he ultimately received 
the rank of lieutenant 
colonel.

A statue of O’Brien 
is situated near the en-
trance to the medical 
center.

No. 9: Water re-
strictions eased — 
The drought that has 
plagued this area for 
the past few years didn’t 
magically go away, but 
enough rainfall was re-
ceived to allow officials 
to loosen water ration-
ing regulations.

Increased deliver-
ies from the Colorado 
River Municipal Water 
District allowed the Big 
Spring city council to 
downshift from manda-
tory to voluntary water 
rationing in late 2012.

The shift from man-
datory restrictions to 
voluntary restrictions 
means the city will no 
longer issue citations 
for misuse of water. 
However, officials said 
the municipality will be 
looking at usage levels 
very closely.

No. 10: Human re-
mains found — A 
grisly discovery of hu-
man remains at the city 
airpark in mid-March 
led many to believe the 
body of missing Col-
ordo City teenager Hai-
ley Dunn or some other 
long-missing area resi-
dent had been located at 
last.

After examination 

by the Tarrant County 
Medical Examiner’s 
Office, however, the re-
mains were determined 
to be that of an unidenti-
fied elderly male.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 235 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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Hangar 25 Air Museum’s annual fundraiser is coming up in January!

The Silver Wings Ball will be

Saturday January 12, 2013 at the newly restored

Hotel Settles
Ballroom

Evening events will begin at 6:00pm with a cocktail hour.
Join us for a night of dining, dancing, and live auction

Tickets will go quickly, 
so get yours today!

Tickets for the event will cost $50
Reserve a Table for $400

DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS: 
JANUARY 5TH

Contact Hangar 25 or Gloria McDonald for tickets
(432) 264-1999 or (432) 270-3644

or hangar25@crcom.net

Cash
Bar

Live
Auction

233929

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/12
234916

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-12

241379
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Rudy Hilario, 52, died 
Wednesday.   Funeral 
services were at 10 a.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Burial was at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.

Faye Price, 87, died 
Thursday.  Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m.  
today at Trinity Memorial 
Park Peace Chapel.

JoAnn Howell-Mason, 
66,  died Thursday. The 
family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Tuesday at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral 
services will be at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Graveside 
services will be at 3 p.m at 
Resthaven North 
Cemetery in Midland, 
Texas.

Roland Gore, 60, died 
Thursday.  Vigil services 
will be at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Family visi-
tation will begin directly 
following the vigil until 9 
p.m.. Funeral Mass will be 
at 10 a.m. Thursday at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church.

George G. Bass, 87, 
passed away Friday. 
Private family services will 
be held at a later date.

PENDLETON, Ore. 
(AP) — The stretch 
of rural Oregon in-
terstate where a tour 
bus crashed through 
a guardrail and plum-
meted 100 feet down a 
steep embankment is 
so notorious that state 
transportation officials 
have published a spe-
cific advisory warning 
of its dangers.

Nine people were 
killed and more than 
two dozen injured when 
the charter bus veered 
out of control around 

10:30 a.m. Sunday on 
snow- and ice-covered 
lanes of Interstate 84 in 
eastern Oregon, accord-
ing to the Oregon State 
Police.

The bus crashed near 
the start of a 7-mile sec-
tion of road that winds 
down a hill. It came to 
rest at the bottom of a 
snowy slope, landing 
beaten and battered but 
upright with little or no 
debris visible around 
the crash site.

The East Oregonian 
said it spoke with two 

South Korean passen-
gers, ages 16 and 17. 
Both said through a 
translator that they 
were seated near the 
rear of the bus when it 
swerved a few times, 
hit the guardrail and 
flipped. They described 
breaking glass and see-
ing passengers pinned 
by their seats as the bus 
slid down the hill. Both 
said that they feared for 
their lives.

The paper said that 
the teens, one of whom 
injured a knee and the 

other suffered a broken 
collarbone, were stay-
ing at a hotel arranged 
by the Red Cross.

More than a dozen res-
cue workers descended 
the hill and used ropes 
to help retrieve people 
from the wreckage in 
freezing weather. The 
bus driver was among 
the survivors, but had 
not yet spoken to police 
because of the severity 
of the injuries the driv-
er had suffered.

Lt. Gregg Hastings 
said the bus crashed 

along the west end of the 
Blue Mountains, and 
west of an area called 
Deadman Pass. The area 
is well known locally 
for its hazards, and the 
state transportation de-
partment advises truck 
drivers that “some of the 
most changeable and se-
vere weather conditions 
in the Northwest” can 
lead to slick conditions 
and poor visibility. 
Drivers are urged to use 
“extreme caution and 
defensive driving tech-
niques,” and warned 

that snow and black ice 
are common in the fall 
through the spring.

The bus had been car-
rying about 40 people. 
St. Anthony Hospital in 
Pendleton treated 26 of 
them, said spokesman 
Larry Blanc. Five of 
those treated at St. An-
thony were transported 
to other facilities.

Blanc did not elabo-
rate on the nature of 
the injuries but told the 
Oregonian that the hos-
pital brought in addi-
tional staff.

9 die as tour bus crashes on icy Oregon road

NEW YORK (AP) — A wom-
an accused of pushing a man 
to his death in front of a sub-
way train told police she did 
so because she blamed Mus-
lims for the Sept. 11 attacks, 
and because “I thought it 
would be cool,” prosecutors 
said at a court hearing.

Erika Menendez was 
charged Saturday night with 

murder as a hate crime after 
she told police she spontane-
ously pushed Sunando Sen.

She laughed so hard during 
her arraignment in Queens 
criminal court that Judge 
Gia Morris told her lawyer: 
“You’re going to have to have 
your client stop laughing.”

Defense attorney Dietrich 
Epperson said Menendez’s 

behavior in court was no dif-
ferent from how she had been 
acting when he spoke to her 
privately, and said his client 
didn’t really think the pro-
ceedings were funny. He rep-
resented her for the arraign-
ment only and had no further 
comment.

Menendez was held with-
out bail and ordered to have a 

mental health exam. Her next 
court appearance is sched-
uled for Jan. 14.

Prosecutors said Menen-
dez pushed Sen, a 46-year-old 
native of India, to his death 
Thursday night because she 
blamed “Muslims, Hindus 
and Egyptians” for the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks.

“I pushed a Muslim off the 

train tracks because I hate 
Hindus and Muslims — ever 
since 2001 when they put 
down the twin towers I’ve 
been beating them up,” Me-
nendez told police, according 
to the Queens district attor-
ney’s office.

Friends and co-workers 
said Sen, a native of Calcutta, 
was Hindu. 

Psychiatric exam for suspect in NYC subway death
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sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 1 of 5 - Very Easy

4 1 6

9 7 6 8 5

3 4 7 1

7 1 5 6

9 4 3

4 6 2 9

7 8 1 9

6 3 7 2 4

3 7 5
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

By Steve Becker

German magazine mistakenly 
publishes Bush obituary

BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s respected news 
weekly Der Spiegel mistakenly published an obitu-
ary Sunday for former U.S. President George H.W. 
Bush, hours after a family spokesman said the 

88-year-old was recovering from ill-
ness.

Bush was hospitalized in Hous-
ton Nov. 23 for treatment of a bron-
chitis-related cough and moved to 
intensive care on Dec. 23 after he 
developed a fever. On Saturday, 
spokesman Jim McGrath said Bush 
was moved out of intensive care 
into a regular hospital room again 
after his condition improved.

The unfinished obituary appeared 
on Der Spiegel’s website for only a few minutes 
Sunday before it was spotted by Internet users and 
removed.

In it, the magazine’s New York correspondent 
described Bush as “a colorless politician” whose 
image only improved when it was compared to the 
later presidency of his son, George W. Bush.

“All newsrooms prepare obituaries for selected 
figures,” the magazine said on its Twitter feed. 
“The fact that the one for Bush senior went live was 
a technical mistake. Sorry!”

Hundreds of thousands 
to ring in 2013 in NYC

NEW YORK (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of 
revelers from around the globe are expected to 
cram into New York City’s Times Square to see the 
ball drop and ring in 2013.

The giant ball is covered with 2,688 Waterford 
crystal triangles and illuminated by more than 
32,000 LEDs in red, blue, green and white.

Security will be tight.
Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly says Times 

Square will be the “safest place in the world on New 
Year’s Eve.”

Along with an army of uniformed officers, police 
will use barriers to prevent overcrowding and for 
checkpoints to inspect vehicles, enforce a ban on 
alcohol and check handbags.

Plainclothes officers are assigned to blend into 
the crowd.

Kelly stressed there are no specific terror threats 
related to the celebration.

Dems, GOP try resolving tax and 
spending disputes with ‘fiscal cliff’ 
deadline hours away

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House and Sen-
ate Republicans sorted through stubborn disputes 
over taxing the wealthy and cutting the budget to 
pay for Democratic spending proposals as Mon-
day’s midnight deadline for an accord avoiding the 
“fiscal cliff” drew to within hours.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
spoke repeatedly Sunday to Vice President Joe 
Biden, a former Senate colleague, in hopes of set-
tling remaining differences and clinching a break-
through that has evaded the two sides since Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s November re-election. In 
one indication of the eleventh-hour activity, aides 
said the president, Biden and top administration 
bargainer Rob Nabors were all working late at the 
White House, and McConnell was making late-
night phone calls as well.

Unless an agreement is reached and approved by 
Congress by the start of New Year’s Day, more than 
$500 billion in 2013 tax increases will begin to take 
effect and $109 billion will be carved from defense 

and domestic programs. Though the tax hikes and 
budget cuts would be felt gradually, economists 
warn that if allowed to fully take hold, their com-
bined impact — the so-called fiscal cliff — would 
rekindle a recession.

“There is still significant distance between the 
two sides, but negotiations continue,” Senate Ma-
jority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said shortly be-
fore the Senate ended an unusual Sunday session. 
“There is still time to reach an agreement, and we 
intend to continue negotiations.”

The House and Senate planned to meet Monday, a 
rarity for New Year’s Eve, in hopes of having a ten-
tative agreement to consider. Yet despite the flurry 
of activity, there was still no final pact.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
admitted to hospital with blood clot 
following concussion

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is under observation at a New 
York hospital after being treated for a blood clot 
stemming from the concussion she 
sustained earlier this month.

Clinton’s doctors discovered the 
clot Sunday while performing a 
follow-up exam, her spokesman, 
Philippe Reines, said. He would not 
elaborate on the location of the clot 
but said Clinton was being treated 
with anti-coagulants and would 
remain at New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital for at least the next 48 
hours so doctors can monitor the 
medication.

“Her doctors will continue to assess her condi-
tion, including other issues associated with her 
concussion,” Reines said in a statement. “They will 
determine if any further action is required.”

Clinton, 65, fell and suffered a concussion while 
at home alone in mid-December as she recovered 
from a stomach virus that left her severely dehy-
drated. The concussion was diagnosed Dec. 13 and 
Clinton was forced to cancel a trip to North Africa 
and the Middle East that had been planned for the 
next week.

The seriousness of a blood clot “depends on where 
it is,” said Dr. Gholam Motamedi, a neurologist at 
Georgetown University Medical Center who was 
not involved in Clinton’s care.

Al-Qaida carves out own country
in Mali, prepares to defend it

MOPTI, Mali (AP) — Deep inside caves, in remote 
desert bases, in the escarpments and cliff faces of 
northern Mali, Islamic fighters are burrowing into 
the earth, erecting a formidable set of defenses to 
protect what has essentially become al-Qaida’s new 
country.

They have used the bulldozers, earth movers and 
Caterpillar machines left behind by fleeing con-
struction crews to dig what residents and local of-
ficials describe as an elaborate network of tunnels, 
trenches, shafts and ramparts. In just one case, in-
side a cave large enough to drive trucks into, they 
have stored up to 100 drums of gasoline, guarantee-
ing their fuel supply in the face of a foreign inter-
vention, according to experts.

Northern Mali is now the biggest territory held 
by al-Qaida and its allies. And as the world hesi-
tates, delaying a military intervention, the extrem-
ists who seized control of the area earlier this year 
are preparing for a war they boast will be worse 
than the decade-old struggle in Afghanistan.

“Al-Qaida never owned Afghanistan,” said former 
United Nations diplomat Robert Fowler, a Canadi-
an kidnapped and held for 130 days by al-Qaida’s 
local chapter, whose fighters now control the main 
cities in the north. “They do own northern Mali.”

Al-Qaida’s affiliate in Africa has been a shadowy 
presence for years in the forests and deserts of 
Mali, a country hobbled by poverty and a relentless 
cycle of hunger. In recent months, the terror syndi-
cate and its allies have taken advantage of political 
instability within the country to push out of their 
hiding place and into the towns, taking over an 

enormous territory which they are using to stock 
arms, train forces and prepare for global jihad.

Venezuelan vice president says 
Chavez suffers new complications, 
in ‘delicate’ condition

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuelan Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez is confronting “new complica-
tions” due to a respiratory infection nearly three 
weeks after undergoing cancer surgery, his vice 
president said in Cuba as he visited the ailing lead-
er for the first time since his operation.

Vice President Nicolas Maduro looked weary 
and spoke with a solemn expression in a televised 
address from Havana on Sunday. He described 
Chavez’s condition as delicate.

“Several minutes ago we were with President 
Chavez. We greeted each other and he himself re-
ferred to these complications,” Maduro said, read-
ing from a prepared statement.

The vice president’s comments suggest an in-
creasingly difficult fight for Chavez. The Venezu-
elan leader has not been seen or heard from since 
undergoing his fourth cancer-related surgery Dec. 
11, and government officials have said he might not 
return in time for his scheduled Jan. 10 inaugura-
tion for a new six-year term.

“The president gave us precise instructions so 
that, after finishing the visit, we would tell the 
(Venezuelan) people about his current health con-
dition,” Maduro said. “President Chavez’s state of 
health continues to be delicate, with complications 
that are being attended to, in a process not without 
risks.”

Asia-Pacific nations greeting 2013 
eagerly; Myanmar celebrating with 
1st public countdown

CANBERRA, Australia (AP) — Fiscal cliff? Re-
cession? Not in Asia, where the first countries to 
see 2013 dawn will enthusiastically welcome the 
new year.

Increasingly democratic Myanmar will have a 
public countdown for the first time. Jakarta plans 
a huge street party befitting Indonesia’s powering 
economy.

In Sydney, eager revelers camped over Sunday 
night on the shores of the harbor to get the best 
vantage points as 1.5 million are expected to see 
the fireworks show centered on the Sydney Harbor 
Bridge.

In Hong Kong, this year’s 12.5 million Hong Kong 
dollar ($1.6 million) fireworks display was being 
billed by organizers as the biggest ever in the south-
ern Chinese city. Police expect as many as 100,000 
people to watch, local news reports said.

The buoyant economies of the Asia-Pacific are 
prepared to party with renewed optimism despite 
the so-called fiscal cliff threatening to reverberate 
globally from the United States and the tattered 
economy of Europe.

Remains of, Newtown elementary 
school gunman, claimed for burial

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — The body of the man 
who killed 26 people at a Connecticut elementary 
school has been claimed for burial.

Connecticut Medical Examiner Wayne H. Carver 
II tells the Hartford Courant (http://cour.at/TrQ-
FyH) that the remains of Adam Lanza were claimed 
several days ago by someone who wanted to remain 
anonymous.

A spokeswoman at Carver’s office told The Asso-
ciated Press she could not release details about the 
status of Lanza’s remains.

The 20-year-old Lanza killed 20 first-graders and 
six educators at the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
on Dec. 14. He also killed his mother in their New-
town home before going on the rampage and then 
committing suicide.

A private funeral was held earlier this month in 
New Hampshire for his mother, Nancy Lanza.

Kanye West announces at Atlantic 
City concert that girlfriend Kim 
Kardashian is pregnant

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) — A kid for Kimye: 
Kanye West and Kim Kardashian are expecting 
their first child.

The rapper announced at a concert Sunday night 
that his girlfriend is pregnant. He told the crowd of 
more than 5,000 at Revel Resort’s Ovation Hall in 
song form: “Now you having my baby.”

The crowd roared. And so did people on the In-
ternet.

The news instantly went viral on Twitter and Fa-
cebook, with thousands posting and commenting 
on the expecting couple.

Most of the Kardashian clan also tweeted about 
the news, including Kim’s sisters and mother. 
Kourtney Kardashian wrote: “Another angel to 
welcome to our family. Overwhelmed with excite-
ment!”

NC man accused 
of stealing meteorites

BREVARD, N.C. (AP) — Authorities in southern 
North Carolina have made one arrest following the 
theft of 100 meteorites from a science education 
center and are searching for a second suspect.

The Asheville Citizen-Times reports that 29-year-
old Brian Koontz of Balsam Grove is charged with 
breaking and entering, larceny and injury to per-
sonal property. He’s being held at the Transylvania 
County jail.

News in brief▼
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Saturday’s
Hoops Scores

Boys
• Big Spring defeated Paradise, 55-28.
• Stanton defeated Coahoma, 57-38.
• Perryton defeated Sands, 47-37.

Girls
• Spearman defeated Big Spring, 53-28.
• Grady defeated Garden City, 37-32.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 237, 
or e-mail sports@bigspringherald.com

Courtesy photo/Valerie Avery

The Lady Wildcats 
(right) fittingly capped 
the Grady Black & White 
Cotton Classic tourna-
ment — which took 
place in Lenorah over 
the weekend —  with 
a 37-32 win over No. 
8 ranked Garden City 
to capture the tourney 
championship. Grady — 
which was ranked No. 
22 last week — will 
likely gain a few spots 
when the new rank-
ings come out. Ellyn 
Avery scored a game-
high 20 points for the 
Lady Wildcats, while 
Holly Halfmann led the 
Ladykats with 16. Grady 
will face Wellman-Union 
on  Friday at home. 
Garden City will wel-
come Bronte.

Grady takes down No. 8 Garden City to win Cotton Classic

Ryan Tannehill tops 2012 Year in Review
By BRIAN MCCORMACK
Sports Editor

It was a year full of surprises. 
The biggest sports headline in 

the Crossroads may have been the 
2012 NFL draft. Big Spring native 
and Texas A&M alum Ryan Tan-
nehill was chosen as the eighth 
overall pick by the Miami Dol-
phins to add some stability to the 
vaunted quarterback position.

While the locals may have had 
faith in Tannehill, many sports 
world talking heads remained 
skeptical. Boy, were they wrong.

Tannehill may not have sizzled 
in the rookie record realm, but 
he showed he had the leadership 
qualities to direct a pro squad 
and the determination to win.

In his his first year, Tannehill 
racked up more than 3,000 yards 
for Miami and completed near-
ly 60 percent of his passes. He 
helped guide the Dolphins to a 
7-9 record, a one-game improve-
ment from 2011. Two of the losses 
came in overtime. Not bad for a 
first-timer many had written off 
as a pipe dream selection at the 
QB position.

During his time in Big Spring, 
Tannehill helped guide the Steers 
to playoff contention. In his se-
nior year (Class of ‘06), BSHS 
went three rounds deep into the 
Class 4-A playoffs, with Tan-
nehill racking up 1,258 passing 
yards and 617 rushing yards.

Tannehill’s parents, Tim and 
Cheryl, are both Texas Techni-
cal University alumni. Growing 
up a TTU fan, that’s where Tan-
nehill had hoped toplay college 
ball, but the Red Raiders didn’t 
recruit him. He was looked at by 
several schools, including TCU, 
Houston and UTEP, but decided 
Texas A&M was a good fit.

Originally, the Aggies played 
Tannehill at wide receiver for 
his first two years at A&M, but 
he was converted back to quar-
terback midway through his ju-
nior year, and finished with an 
overall record of 12-7 as starting 
quarterback. He also appeared 
in three bowl games, earning a 
win for A&M when they defeated 
Northwestern by a score of 33-22 
at the Meineke Car Care Bowl of 
Texas last season.

Tannehill is more than just a 
football player. 

According to BSHS Princi-
pal and avid football fan Mike 
Ritchie, Tannehill is a class act 
on and off the field.

“I have watched (Tannehill) 
grow up,” Ritchie said. “He epito-
mizes the student athlete. He was 
third in his class. He went about 
his business academically. He 
was a well-rounded kid.”

Tannehill received a bachelor’s 

in biology from A&M and plans 
to attend medical school to be-
come an orthopedic surgeon.

Given his impressive debut as 
a NFL QB, med school may be on 
hold for a while.

“He’s got everything you would 
want in an NFL quarterback,” 
Ritchie said. He belongs in the 
top three. The league is transi-
tioning from a running power 
league to a passing league. The 
buzzword these days is the fran-
chise label. And I think a lot of 
teams wouldn’t want to miss an 
opportunity to draft someone like 
Tannehill.”

Ritchie compares Tannehill to 
another great Texas quarterback 
— Troy Aikman — the former 
gunslingerfor the Dallas Cow-
boys.

“I liken him to Aikmen,” 
Ritchie explained. “He has that 
type of physical look and a strong 
arm. And I have had the opportu-
nity to see him play, and I’ve seen 
the intangibles he can bring.”

The Tannehill family is a family 
of athletes. But Ritchie believes 
that in addition to raising stel-
lar competitors, Tim and Cheryl 
Tanehill have raised great kids. 
Ryan’s younger brother Tyler 
shined for the Steers during his 
time on the varsity squad. He 
may have had a chance to play 
college ball if it weren’t for multi-
ple knee injuries that hampered 
his prospects. Tobyn Tannehill, 
a sophomore, is the youngest of 
the three brothers and like his 
siblings, is involved with sports 
as well.

The youngest Tannehill also 
had a stellar debut as a quarter-
back — for the Big Spring Steers 
—  leading BSHS to its first win 
dating back to 2010 in the open-
ing game of the 2012 season — a 
49-0 shellacking of Fort Stockton.

The Steers won their first five 
games — an impressive feat from 
a team which went winless dur-
ing the entire 2011 season.

Though stiff district adversity 
halted the Steers at 5-5 on the 
year, Head Coach Phillip Ritchey 
has plenty of faith in his budding 
gunslinger.

“(Tannehill) is very mature,” 
Ritchey said. “He always does 
what is asked of him and he be-
came a leader out there for us.”

Other athletes not named 
Tannehill collected accolades 
throughout the year also.

The Lady Steer volleyball team 
made it three rounds deep in the 
postseason before being elimi-
nated in a close match againt 
Lubbock Copper.

Carson Reibe was named De-
fensive Specialist of the Year 
when District 4-3A honors were 
handed out and also garnered an 

All-State award for her role on 
defense.

The Steer baseball squad earned 
a postseason berth also. BSHS 
made it to the second round of the 
playoffs after their best season in 
several and will be returning a 
slew of starters including sopho-
more hurler Adam Franco.

Some milestones were also set 
for BSHS, most notably, the Lady 
Steer track & field team, who un-
seated Abilene Wylie for the first 
time in over 20 years to win dis-
trict, then went on to dominate 
at regionals and pull a runner-up 
designation from the state cham-
pionship in Austin. 

The BSHS golf squad also did 
well, earning a trip to state after 
winning district and turning in a 
strong regional showing. 

Head Golf Coach Chris Joslin 
expects another strong year in 
2013, as he will be returning all of 
his golfers.

Howard College also fared 
well on the diamond. The base-
ball team made it to the regional 
championship before falling to ri-
val Cisco and the softball athletes 
— led offensively by the nations’ 
home run leader — sophomore 
Olive Naotala — made it as far 
as the JUCO national champion-
ship tournry in St. George, Utah 
before being eliminated.

The lone state title in the 
Crossroads area went to Forsan 
High School, who placed first in 
the state cross country meet in 
Round Rock.

Jeremy Cervantes finished 
third and Tyler Evans fourth to 
seal the Buff’s banner year and 
bring home a nice addition to the 
trophy case.

Forsan’s Sydney Holdampf 
settled for state runner-up at her 
second straight state tennis meet 
appearance. Holdampf went on 
to sign a letter of intent to swing 
the raquet for the University of 
Texas Permian Basin.

Former Howard College alum 
Jae Crowder was drafted by 
the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks. 
Crowder — the No. 34 pick over-
all in the draft — has already seen 
playing time in a back-up role for 
the Mavs.

The 79th Annual Cowboy Re-
union and Rodeo drew enthusias-
tic crowds, as well as some of the 
top rodeo names in the nation in 
June.

And finally, Memorial Stadium  
got a much-needed facelift, as 
artificial turf was laid over the 
summer.

There is never a dull moment 
in the world of Crossroads sports. 
2012 proved that. 

And with so many talented ath-
letes returning to fill local sports 
rosters, 2013 may shape up to be 

Cowboys skinned by 
Washington, 28-18
JOSEPH WHITE
AP Sports Writer

LANDOVER, Md. — 
On a night when rook-
ies Robert Griffin III 
and Alfred Morris led 
the Washington Red-
skins to the top of the 
NFC East, team owner 
Dan Snyder sought out 
a long-suffering veter-
an during the postgame 
celebration.

“He said you’ve 
known how it’s felt 
around here the last 
seven years,” defensive 
lineman Kedric Gol-
ston said. “So this is a 
sweet time.”

The Redskins are di-
vision champions for 
the first time since 1999, 
beating the Dallas Cow-
boys 28-18 Sunday in a 
winner-take-all end to 
the NFL’s regular sea-
son. Washington (10-6) 
has won seven straight 
games and will host the 
Seattle Seahawks next 
Sunday.

How long ago was 
1999? It was six Red-
skins head coaches 
ago.

“I’ve been here for 
the 4-12, the bad times, 
almost being the joke of 
the NFL,” said Golston, 
who came along in 2006. 
“But to do this with this 
group of guys — the old 
and the new — it’s good 
to be here.”

Certainly, Sunday 
night was mostly about 
the new. Morris, the 
out-of-nowhere sixth-
round pick from Flori-
da Atlantic, ran for 200 
yards and had touch-

down runs of 17, 32 
and 1 yards. He was so 
dominant that the Cow-
boys — missing their 
five best run defenders 
due to injuries — fell 
hook, line and sinker 
nearly every time the 
Redskins faked the ball 
to him.

Morris finished with 
1,613 yards for the year, 
breaking Clinton Por-
tis’ franchise single-
season record of 1,516 
in 2005. By the end of 
the game, the fans who 
usually chant “R-G-3!” 
for Griffin were trying 
out a new chorus: “Alf-
red Mor-ris!”

“I’ll tell you what: Al-
fred Morris became a 
star tonight,” Redskins 
tight end Chris Cooley 
said. “He deserved it. 
He’s a phenomenal 
football player.”

To which Morris an-
swered: “I’m never a 
star. I’ll never be a star. 
Other people might 
think I’m a star, but I’m 
just Alfred.”

Griffin, seeking to 
regain his explosive-
ness after spraining his 
right knee four weeks 
ago, ran for 63 yards 
and a touchdown. With 
the running game work-
ing so well, he didn’t 
have to throw much, 
completing just 9 of 18 
passes for 100 yards.

“Move the chains,” 
Griffin said. “That’s all 
they asked me to do.”

Washington is the 
first NFL team to rally

See SKINNED, Page 10  
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Announcements
NEED TO Rent-  House with 
land for horse with 3 Bdrm, 2 
bath house. Please Call 
(870)665-2375..

Help Wanted
$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver    for    fuel    deliveries. 
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr., 
all full medical benefits paid, 
retirement plan, vacation and 
sick leave. Must have CDL, 
hazmat & good driving record. 
Come by 1st & Johnson, Park 
Fuels/ Chevron, Big Spring. 
(432)263-0033.

BARTENDERS & COCKTAIL 
WAITRESSES. Outgoing & 
Enthusiastic? No experience 
necessary. Must be 18 or 
older.  Call 432-213-0946 for 
application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

BIG SPRING 
STATE HOSPITAL 

HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Medical Coordinator/Clerk III 
GMS 8-5

Responsible  for scheduling 
appointments for patients with 
off campus medical providers, 
Coordinates   off  campus 
medical appointments with 
Treatment Teams, Units, and 
Supervisor’s Office, Enters 
consultations from off campus 
medical providers, X-ray pro-
viders, and other pertinent 
medical providers into CWS, 
Ensures that all  necessary 
consents, required paperwork, 
and    satisfaction    surveys 
accompany   the  patient  to 
appointments, Assists in gath-
ering data for various reports 
submitted from the  Medical 
Coordinator’s office, Coordi-
nates weekly dental clinic for 
six     month/annual    dental 
appointments administratively 
finalizes   all   off    campus 
consultations. 
Prefer proficiency in  office 
software programs, such as 
Word and Excel. 40 words per 
minute. Prefer experience in a 
medical setting with knowledge 
of medical terminology. 

Complete an application 
online at 
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact Rita Self at 

432-268-7695
Once you have completed 

your application
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at 401 East Interstate 
20.

Help Wanted
DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

EARTHCO CONSTRUCTION
has  position available for 
Backhoe Operator with Class A 
or B CDL. Competitive wages 
plus monthly bonus and bene-
fits. If interested  please  apply  
in person at 101 Wooten Rd.

Full Time 
Bookkeeper/Teller

Western Bank is seeking a Full 
Time Bookkeeper/Teller for the 
Coahoma Operations Center.
Experience is preferred but not 
required. Will be responsible 
for overseeing all bookkeeping
functions for the Western Bank 
Branches. Candidate must be 
detail oriented, familiar with 
banking platforms, ten key, 
word, and excel. Western Bank 
offers Comprehensive Benefits 
and compensation is DOE.

Western Bank is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please email resume to 
HR@thebank.net. 

No phone calls please.

Full-time TELLER POSITION. 
Experience Preferred. Apply in 
person at Cosden Federal 
Credit Union, 400 East Marcy, 
Big Spring, Tx.

HIRING  WASTEWATER
Treatment Plant Operators in 
Pecos area. 

Apply by calling 
Lee Conatser at 
713-805-6670

or send resume to 
Quail Run Services

P.O. Box 1662
Wimberley, Texas 78676 or

leeconatser@
lmenvironmental.com

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer 
and maintainer operators. 2 
yrs. minimum heavy equipment 
experienced required. Pay 
DOE. Health,  vision, and 
dental insurance 100% paid!
Valid DL required. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604 for more info...

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping 
and Part-time Janitorial. Must 
be able to work weekends. Ap-
ply at 1102 West I-20. No 
phone calls please.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
MAINT TECH needed for

Property in Big Spring.  
Applicant must have strong 

organizational skills and enjoy 
working outdoors. Ability to 

work independently 
with minimal supervision. 

40 hours/wk.  
Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.

Fax resume 
432-264-1761

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time/Temporary 
CSR. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW ACCEPTING Resumes 
For Plant Operator @ Natural 
Gas Processing Plant NE of 
Big Spring, TX.
Excellent Salary, Paid Vaca-
tion, Medical Insurance, and 
401k. Please Send Resume 
To:
Plant Supervisor
11703 E. FM 846
Coahoma, TX 79511
Or Fax (432)399-4290
Or Email carcher@wtggas.com

NOW HIRING: CDL Class A 
drivers. Good pay w/benefits.
Apply  at  Ft.  Worth  Pipe 
Services at 3805 Bethel Dr. or 
call  (432)714-4526 for more 
information.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2pm-10pm and split shifts
*Charge Nurse 
10pm-6am shift
Competitive Pay & Insurance
* Laundry Aid/Housekeeper
Experience a plus.
You may apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

RECOVER HOME Therapy is 
seeking a certified Physical 
Therapist and Occupational 
Therapist to serve in the Big 
Spring area. Please contact 
Steven Sanchez @
432-889-3916.

Help Wanted
ROLLING PLAINS Physicians 
Office  in  Sweetwater has a 
position for a full-time X-Ray 
Technician ARRT certified. 
Schedule M-F, no call. Benefit 
package includes PTO, Holiday 
Pay, 401k, Health Insurance. 
Interested  parties  may   fax 
resume to (325)235-5925 or 
contact TWC for application.

SEEKING  LINE walker  for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must 
have valid Texas driver’s li-
cense and be able to pass drug 
screening. Must be physically 
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send 
resume to: Plant Supervisor, 
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or email 
carcher@wtggas.com or fax 
432-399-4290.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

WANTED: SALES Clerk, 3 
years experience required, 
computer skills. Call 
(432)267-7501, come by The 
Record Shop, 211 South Main 
Street, 9:30-1:30.

WAREHOUSE PERSON
Basin  Engine  &  Pump is 
looking for an industrial oilfield 
warehouse person. Pump and 
or  warehouse   experience 
preferred. Position includes 
uniforms   and   a   benefits 
package. Pay DOE. Please 
submit resume by fax to 
432-570-1115 or email to 

shawn@basinengine.com
Applications may also be filled 
out at 1914 South County Rd. 
1083, Midland.

WEST TEXAS Opportunities, 
Inc. is taking applications for a 
Driver in Big Spring. Appli-
cants must   have   a   high 
school diploma or GED, must 
have a good driving record, be 
well-organized,   dependable, 
and either  have  a  Class 
C-CDL license with passenger 
endorsement or be able to ob-
tain one at WTO, Inc. expense. 
Applicants must obtain a Medi-
cal Examiner’s Certificate, at 
WTO, Inc. expense, before hir-
ing and renew it every two 
years thereafter. Ability to 
speak Spanish is desirable. 
Drivers must successfully com-
plete CPR/first aid training 
within 60 days of employment. 
Pre-employment substance 
abuse testing required. A crimi-
nal background check will be 
required. Please contact Diane 
Cortez at 806-872-8354  to  ob-
tain  an application. Position 
will be open until filled. WTO, 
Inc. is an equal opportunity em-
ployer.

WESTERN BANK is seeking a 
Full-Time Teller. Experience 
preferred, but will train. Candi-
date should enjoy a high paced 
atmosphere with extensive 
contact with the public. Candi-
date should be proficient with 
Ten key and Excel. Western 
Bank offers comprehensive 
benefits and compensation is 
DOE. Western Bank is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Please email resume to 
HR@thebank.net or pick up an 
application at 500 W. Broad-
way, Coahoma, TX. No phone 
calls please.

Help Wanted
WESTERN BANK is seeking a 
Full-Time Customer Service 
Representative. Experience is 
preferred,   but   will  train. 
Candidate must enjoy working 
with the public in a high paced 
environment and must be detail 
oriented. Candidate should be 
Proficient in Word and Excel. 
Western      Bank      offers 
comprehensive benefits and 
compensation is DOE. Western 
Bank is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.     Please      email 
resume to HR@thebank.net or 
pick up an application at 500 
W. Broadway, Coahoma, TX. 
No phone calls please.

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale
SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

National Ads
AIRLINES ARE HIRING ñ 
Train for hands on Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid 
if qualified ñ Housing available 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 1-800-335-9129.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *Hospi-
tality. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. 
1-800-509-5085 
www.CenturaOnline.com 

CANADA DRUG CENTER. 
Safe and affordable medica-
tions. Save up to 75% on your 
medication needs. Call 
1-800-304-6217 $10.00 off first 
prescription and FREE Ship-
ping!

CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. 
NO Risk Program STOP Mort-
gage & Maintenance Payments 
Today. 100% Money Back 
Guarantee. FREE Consulta-
tion. Call Us NOW. We Can 
Help! 1-888-356-5248. 

DEJUAN LUCIAN Hip-Hop 
featuring beats by HAVOC of 
MOBB DEEP and more......... 
available on itunes and many 
other sites.

DONATE A CAR Humane So-
ciety of the United States 
FREE Next-DAY TOWING! 
Running or Not. Tax Deducti-
ble. Call Before Tax Year 
Ends! 1-800-418-1562. 

EXTRA DIABETIC Test Strips? 
Check us out online! 
DTSbuyers.com 
Volume Sellers Welcome 
1-866-446-3009.

HELP WANTED! Make $1000 
a week mailing Brochures 
From Home! Genuine Opportu-
nity. FREE Supplies! NO Expe-
rience Required. Start Immedi-
ately! 
www.brochure-mailing.com

STOP MORTGAGE & Mainte-
nance Payments TODAY! 
CANCEL YOUR TIMESHARE. 
NO Risk Program 100% Money 
Back Guarantee. FREE Con-
sultation. Call Us NOW. We 
Can Help! 1-800-282-3206. 

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted 
Best  Pay  and  Home  Time! 
Apply Online Today over 750 
Companies! One Application, 
Hundreds of Offers! 
www.HammerLaneJobs.com

On the Farm
Got Oil? Looking to buy/lease 
oil rich minerals. Call Shane 
325-232-7813. READY TO 
DRILL.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2  BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1206  EAST 16th...  2   Bdrm, 
1 bath. $775.00 month, 
$600.00 deposit. Call 
(432)517-2876.

1800 DUQUOIN- 3 Bedroom, 
plus den, 2 bath. $1000 month 
plus deposit. Call 
480-721-7639 No HUD/ Pets 
Extra. Fresh paint/ carpet. 

BIG SPRING area RV Park. 
Spaces and Trailers available.
All bills paid except gas. Free 
laundry facility and  trash 
dumpster. For more info call 
(432)399-4868.

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood 
blinds.  Non-Smoking/Pets. 
References required. $1500 
month, $1500 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2319.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease 
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub, 
extra large closets. $1050 
month plus deposit. 1 Year 
lease required. No pets/ 
smoker and no children please. 
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in microwave, full-size 
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage 
area, playground area, fitness 
center, and community center. 
Open Monday-Friday 
9am-6pm. Call Knollwood 
Heights (432)264-1735.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00 
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills 
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

Real Estate for Sale
FSBO-   OWNER Finance 
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1 
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00 
DN and 746.78 (P&I) per mo. 
WAC.  www.tmsale.net/ 
2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr. 
Please call 806-745-9965.

STORAGE BUILDING/ Work-
shop- 30x50. Call for details 
432-816-6316.

Services Offered
MO’S  COUNTRY Living in 
Andrews has an opening for 
your Elderly loved one. Come 
see what we all have to offer 
before you make your big deci-
sion. We fill it will be well worth 
your time. Call (432)523-4690.

Vehicles
FOR  SALE: 2006  Prowler 
Regal  305  RLDS  5th Wheel. 
2 slides, very clean. 
Non-Smoker. Call 
(432)267-5430 or 270-5431. 

NEIGHBOR AUTO SALES
1300 East 4th Street

Big Spring Texas 79720
We Buy Cars!

Discover Another
World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

REPAIR APPLIANCES

24
13

88

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
AND CASH FOR 

UNWANTED 
APPLIANCES.

(432) 813-6281

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

LAWN SERVICE
23

98
63

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5554

LAWN SERVICE

23
85

42

Big Spring
 Lawn Care

Mowing, Edging, 
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.  
All of your Lawn Care.

FREE ESTIMATES
Phone

 432-213-3582

LAWN CARE CENTER

24
03

82

You Grow It. We Mow It
We can tear your house down, and 

built it from the ground.
Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
I am a single mother

 (15 yrs. experience with crew)
* LANDSCAPING ~ ANY DESIGN *

Candy Thomas
(432) 517-1051

Roy Thomas
(432) 816-5367

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGWELDING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

800-335-4037

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
p y Discounts22

20
46

BBB
A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

L.A. Welding Services
24/7 Service

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688
P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721
229832

Discount for Business or Individuals
who buy Bulk.

WATER and ICE

235296

Goodbye, 2012 
The Leo moon is the perfect

lighting scheme for an
unforgettable New Year’s Eve.
She highlights creativity and
fun. She brings focus to the
most entertaining aspects of
the night and unites the crowd
in cheer and song. This is,
after all, the year that many
believed would
never come. Be
safe, well and
happy as you wave
goodbye and hello.  

ARIES (March
21-April 19). If you
feel restricted and
can pin it on a
certain reason or
person, consider
yourself lucky.
Most people don’t
realize how they
are being limited. There is no
way to break out of a prison
you don’t even know you’re in. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Beware of the armchair
advisers. The truth is, they
don’t know the truth. If they
did, they’d be in the field, not
telling you what to do from a
comfortable sitting position.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be a master negotiator,
mediator and general
peacekeeper. You’ll make a
commitment to working things
through and working them out.
It’s not over until everyone is
happy.   

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If
you were an outlet, and the
people around you were lamps,
you’d only let the ones that
work plug into your energy.
Otherwise, what’s the point?

Save your energy for the people
who are sure to light up your
life. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Like
George Bailey in “It’s a
Wonderful Life,” you
sometimes undervalue your
contribution to others. You
have a baseline of generosity,
kindness and good character
that doesn’t go unnoticed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You could win a game in spite
of your carefree and
noncompetitive attitude.
There’s something to be said
about not being overly invested
in the outcome.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
You’re the only one who can
steer the ship today, because
staying on course has
everything to do with what
feels right and what feels
wrong. As long as you go with
your feelings, you’ll stay on
course.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If
you got what you wanted,
would it rob someone else of
what they wanted? Probably
not. In fact, it would free up
the thing you’re holding onto
but “don’t” want. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There’s nothing like the
cusp of a new year to remind
you that there’s hope. There’s
always hope. In the midst of
the celebration, friends remind
you what you’re all about. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Mercury’s recent arrival in
your part of the sky will
inspire you to strike up a
conversation with people you
normally wouldn’t think you’d
have much in common with.

You’ll be delighted by the
results.    

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You’ll play a game that has
nothing to do with money or
material reward. You’ll find
yourself invested on some basic
level to do all that’s in your
power to win.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your life force is strong, and
people can feel the vitality,
excitement and joy radiating
from you. They don’t even have
to be in the same room to know
that you’re a powerhouse
today.  

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec.
31). You need a clear headspace
to pursue your dreams. This
year, you’ll rearrange your life,
responsibilities and schedule to
make that happen. January
brings a fortuitous meeting and
the start of a beautiful
relationship. February is your
chance to shine in a
competitive environment. Your
finances improve in June.
Pisces and Taurus people adore
you. Your lucky numbers are:
4, 10, 29, 44 and 14. 

SHOULD AULD
ACQUAINTANCE BE
FORGOT? Yes, some should.
Also, there are habits, sayings,
tendencies and more that
would best be heaped on the
rubbish pile of 2012. What
would you do well to leave
behind? ARIES and TAURUS:
Arguing politics with family.
The election year is past, and
there’s no sense in ruining
relationships by sharing too
many opinions. GEMINI and
AQUARIUS: The word “should”
does have its place, but often

it’s used to negate reality and
judge yourself and others by
random standards that may not
really apply. Life is just better
without a lot of “shoulds.”
CANCER SCORPIO and
PISCES: Water signs thrive
when they favor their gut
feelings. Inner guidance can be
illogical, but for these highly
intuitive signs, it would be
foolish to ignore it. Use your
psychic ability to help yourself.
LEO, VIRGO and CAPRICORN:
You’re not doing anyone a
favor by neglecting your true
talents while you tend to
business that a highly
responsible monkey could do.
Make 2013 your year to
delegate! LIBRA and
SAGITTARIUS: Your taste is
amazing, but sometimes you
choose the generic route to
satisfy the expectations of
others. In the new year, instead
of meeting expectations,
challenge them. You’ll have
more fun, and others will love
it!   

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Controversial Korean pop artist
PSY created the international
hit “Gangnam Style” and the
accompanying dance sensation.
Mercury (communication) in
worldly Sagittarius bodes well
for border-crossing appeal. How
deeply does it disturb Psy that
his rap lyrics have come back
to haunt him? His natal Mars,
the warrior planet, in Leo
suggests that he’ll fight for his
right to entertain. 

If you would like to write to Holiday
Mathis, please go to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a postcard
in the mail. .

© 2012 CREATORS.COM
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Editor’s Note: Hundreds of
Ann Landers’ loyal readers
have requested that newspapers
continue to publish her
columns. These letters
originally appeared in 1999.

Dear Ann Landers: I agree
with your correspondent who
was upset that a male
technician was going to do her
breast exam without a female
attendant being present. I was
also shocked that the hospital
was bold enough to state in a
letter that male technicians
routinely did unchaperoned
breast exams. I am reasonably
certain the hospital will
change this practice after
receiving its first lawsuit for
sexual harassment or
improper touching.

I am a busy male
gynecologist and would never
do a breast exam on any
patient, regardless of age,
without a female attendant
present to protect her dignity
and my integrity. Thank you,
Ann, for your understanding.
— Brian L. Finkel, D.O.,
FACOG, Phoenix

Dear Dr. Finkel: I cannot
imagine a male technician
who handles women’s breasts
all day getting his jollies from
the process. If there is such a
person, he should find other
work before someone throws a
net over him. You were good
to write, Dr. Finkel, and I
thank you.

ANN LANDERS®
© 2012 CREATORS.COM

“Classic” Ann Landers®
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Today is Monday, Dec. 31, 
the 366th and final day of 2012.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 31, 1862, President 
Abraham Lincoln signed an 
enabling act paving the way for 
Virginia’ western counties to 
become the state of West 
Virginia, which took place in 
June 1863.

On this date:
In 1759, Arthur Guinness 

founded his famous brewery at 
St. James’s Gate in Dublin.

In 1775, during the 
Revolutionary War, the British 
repulsed an attack by 
Continental Army generals 
Richard Montgomery and 
Benedict Arnold at Quebec; 
Montgomery was killed.

In 1879, Thomas Edison first 
publicly demonstrated his elec-
tric incandescent light in 
Menlo Park, N.J.

In 1909, the Manhattan 
Bridge, spanning the East River 
between Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, was officially opened 

to vehicular traffic.
In 1946, President Harry S. 

Truman officially proclaimed 
the end of hostilities in World 
War II.

In 1951, the Marshall Plan 
expired after distributing more 
than $12 billion in foreign aid.

In 1969, Joseph A. Yablonski, 
an unsuccessful candidate for 
the presidency of the United 
Mine Workers of America, was 
shot to death with his wife and 
daughter in their Clarksville, 
Pa., home by hitmen acting at 
the orders of UMWA president 
Tony Boyle.

In 1972, Major League base-
ball player Roberto Clemente, 
38, was killed when a plane 
he’d chartered and was travel-
ing on to bring relief supplies 
to earthquake-devastated 
Nicaragua crashed shortly 
after takeoff from Puerto Rico.

In 1985, singer Rick Nelson, 
45, and six other people were 
killed when fire broke out 
aboard a DC-3 that was taking 
the group to a New Year’s Eve 
performance in Dallas.

In 1986, 97 people were killed 
when fire broke out in the 
Dupont Plaza Hotel in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. (Three hotel 
workers later pleaded guilty in 
connection with the blaze.)

In 1987, Robert Mugabe (moo-
GAH’-bay), prime minister of 
Zimbabwe, was sworn in as the 
country’s first executive presi-
dent.

In 1992, President George 
H.W. Bush visited Somalia, 
where he saw firsthand the 
famine racking the east African 
nation, and praised U.S. troops 
who were providing relief to 
the starving population.

Today’s Birthdays: TV pro-
ducer George Schlatter is 83. 
Actor Sir Anthony Hopkins is 
75. Actor Tim Considine (“My 
Three Sons”) is 72. Actress 
Sarah Miles is 71. Rock musi-
cian Andy Summers is 70. 
Actor Sir Ben Kingsley is 69. 
Producer-director Taylor 
Hackford is 68.

© 2012 The Associated Press.
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  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Anita No Te 
Rajes

Newswest 9 Married Light. (Off Air) Feldick Paid Paid Paid Smallville BET Inspira-
tion

Little Ein-
steins

Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportCtr
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Dr. Wil Copeland Crefl o D. Paid Paid SportsCenter 

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Un Nuevo 
Día (SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Married R. Shap Arthur The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Nopalea Paid Charmed Mickey
Life Earl Justice Martha Robison Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland CBS This 
Morning 

Today Earl Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Cypher Sofi a the 
First

SportsCenter 
Wom Payne Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Cypher

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Payne Super Payne Almost, Away The Walking 
Dead 

Auction Supernatural BET Hip 
Hop Awards 
2012 

Phineas SportsCenter 
Chris Browns Dinosaur Payne CSI: NY Gravity

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

Judge Live With 
Kelly

De’siónes Prince Mark Blitz Sesame 
Street

Steve Wilkos 
Show

Almost, Away Supernatural A.N.T. Farm First Take SportsCenter 
Judge Pelicula: 

Entrega 
Inmediata

Prince Chevalme The Walking 
Dead

Movie: Grid-
iron Gang, 
Jade Yorker

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Rosa de 
Guadalupe

The People’s 
Court

The Price Is 
Right

Prince Messiah Tiger Jeremy Kyle Motives & 
Murders

Movie: 
10,000 B.C. 

Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Star New 
Year

SportsCenter 
Prince Israel Sid The Walking 

Dead  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Hoy (SS) Divorce Young & 
Restless

Pelicula: El 
Ministro y Yo 
(SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

American Dr. Diana WordWrld Wendy Wil-
liams

FBI: Criminal 
Pursuit

Another 
Cinderella 
Story 

College 
Basketball

College Foot-
ball: Franklin 
American 
Mortgage 
Music City 
Bowl

Paid Divorce American CCM Clifford The Walking 
Dead

(:45) Movie: 
Braveheart, 
Patrick 
McGoohan 

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

Jim Sala Contrary interACTIVE Auction Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Judge B. Bold Pelicula: El 
Señor Doctor 
(SS)

Raymond Swallow Beads Auction The Walking 
Dead

Movie: Flight 
of the Phoe-
nix, Tyrese 
Gibson

Shake It

  :PM
 1 :30

General 
Hospital

Cuidado con 
Angel

Judge Mathis College Foot-
ball: Hyundai 
Sun Bowl -- 
Georgia Tech 
vs. USC. 

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Dr. Denis Jazzy At Home Auction Shake It College 
BasketballRaymond The Ucook His Place Auction The Walking 

Dead
Austin

  :PM
 2 :30

Rachael Ray Amorcito 
Corazón

The People’s 
Court

Pelicula: Su 
Excelencia 
(SS)

The Doctors Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Austin
Friends Martha The Walking 

Dead 
Austin College 

Football: 
AutoZone 
Liberty Bowl 
-- Iowa State 
vs. Tulsa.

  :PM
 3 :30

Justice El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Jeff Probst 
Sh.

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Bill Cunning-
ham

American 
Chopper

Movie: Star 
Wars V: 
The Empire 
Strikes Back, 
Carrie Fisher

(:15) Movie: 
Transform-
ers, Josh 
Duhamel  
(DVS)

Good College 
Basketball: 
Indiana at 
Iowa.

Justice Friends WordGirl Dog

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ricki Lake María Ce-
leste

News Friends Pendleton Fetch! There American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Dog
Jdg Judy Inside Ed. King Scrivner Cyber There Dog

  :PM
 5 :30

News Casa Two Men News Noticias News King Uri Harel Charlie Rose King American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Phineas College 
BasketballABC Notic. Two Men CBS Noticiero News Seinfeld D Stringer King Good 

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Corona de 
Lágrimas

Big Bang News Pelicula: Por 
Mis Pistolas 
(SS)

News Seinfeld McDonald PBS News-
Hour 

Rules American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Movie: Star 
Wars VI: 
Return of the 
Jedi, Carrie 
Fisher

The Mental-
ist 

Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Jessie Football
Wheel Big Bang Ent Millionaire Seinfeld McGee Rules Jessie College Foot-

ball: Chick-
fi l-A Bowl 
-- Clemson 
vs. LSU.

  :PM
 7 :30

New Year’s 
Rockin’ Eve 
Celebrates

Por Ella Soy 
Eva

Bones How I Met Movie: 
Enchanted, 
James 
Marsden 

Fam. Guy Upd Live From 
Lincoln 
Center 

iHeartRa-
dio Music 
Festival 

American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

The Mental-
ist 

Movie: De-
spicable Me 

College 
Basketball: 
Harvard at 
St. Mary’s.

How I Met Family Guy Hansen

  :PM
 8 :30

Amores 
Verdaderos

The Mob 
Doctor

Broke Girl Pelicula: El 
Barrendero, 
Ursula Prats 
(SS)

Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

The Mental-
ist 

Top 100 
Videos of 
2012 

Mike Fam. Guy Phineas

  :PM
 9 :30

Dick Clark ¡Feliz 2013! 
(SS)

Simpsons Hawaii 
Five-0 

New Year’s Fam. Guy Independent 
Lens

Seinfeld Amish Mafi a The Walking 
Dead

Movie: Star 
Wars VI: 
Return of the 
Jedi, Carrie 
Fisher

The Mental-
ist 

Dog SportsCenter 
How I Met Fam. Guy Seinfeld Dog

  :PM
 10 :30

Paid How I Met News Noticias News Conan House Charlie Rose ’Til Death American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Leverage New Year’s 
Eve Special 
2012

Star New 
Year

SportsNation SportsCenter 
Dick Clark’s 
New Year’s 
Rockin’ Eve 
- 2013

Raymond (:35) Big D 
New Year’s 
Eve

Victorinos 
(SS)

New Year’s Mani ’Til Death

  :PM
 11 :30

New Year’s 
Eve Live! 

Offi ce Andrew World ’70s Amish Mafi a The Walking 
Dead

Leverage Phineas NFL Prime-
Time 

SportsCenter 
Decisiones 
(SS)

Jay Leno Offi ce Yohanan T. Smiley ’70s Wizards

  :AM
 12 :30

Conan Upd (Off Air) Browns American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Repo Leverage New Year’s 
Eve Special 
2012

Deck NBA SportsCenter 
Fam. Guy Letterman Pagado News Mark Blitz Browns Repo Deck NFL Films

  :AM
 1 :30

(:12) ABC 
World News 
Now 

American Pagado Today Movie: Noth-
ing to Lose 

Light of the 
Southwest

Cops American 
Chopper

The Walking 
Dead

Repo Dallas Good College 
Football

SportsCenter 
TMZ Ferguson Pagado Hope Entourage Good 

  :AM
 2 :30

Rosa de 
Guadalupe

King/Hill Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Study Paid The Walking 
Dead

Unsolved 
Mysteries

The Closer Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards College 
Football: 
Chick-fi l-A 
Bowl

Judge G. Insider Pelicula: 
Feliz Año, 
Amor Mío

Youssef Paid Wizards

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: The 
Devil Wears 
Prada

Ent Mad Money Married Door-Wis-
dom

Healthy Paid The Walking 
Dead

Paid Las Vegas Paid Deck College 
Football: 
AutoZone 
Liberty Bowl

(:37) Up to 
the Minute

Married Fitness Paid Paid Popoff Deck

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Messiah Your Health Paid The Walking 
Dead

Paid Angel Inspir. Fish SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Mani Paid Paid Popoff Phineas
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Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 1 of 5 - Very Easy

4 5 1 2 3 9 6 7 8

2 9 7 1 6 8 5 3 4

6 3 8 4 5 7 9 1 2

7 1 9 5 8 2 4 6 3

8 6 2 9 4 3 1 5 7

3 4 5 7 1 6 8 2 9

5 7 4 8 2 1 3 9 6
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Christmas Time Is Here!
Come Shopping With Us!

* Jewelry  * Toys   * Gifts
* Ariat Boot   *Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.      432-267-6411

22
84

68

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

SKINNED
Continued from Page 5

from 3-6 to make the 
playoffs since the 
Jacksonville Jaguars in 
1996.

The Cowboys (8-8), 
meanwhile, will miss 
the playoffs for the third 
straight season, having 
stumbled in a make-or-
break end-of-regular-
season game for the 
third time in five years.

“We have to look 
where we are within our 
division and see exactly 
how to approach a team 
with the good players 
like they’ve got and a 
good coach like they’ve 
got,” Dallas owner Jer-
ry Jones said. “And we 
have a big challenge 

ahead of us. They are, 
of course, in the tourna-
ment, and we have to sit 
at home and think about 
how to get in the tourna-
ment. This is very dis-
appointing.”

Tony Romo threw 
three interceptions — 
matching his total from 
the last eight games com-
bined. A poor throw was 
picked off by Rob Jack-
son when the Cowboys 
had a chance to drive 
for a winning score in 
the final minutes.

“I feel as though I let 
our team down,” Romo 
said.

Romo completed 20 of 
31 passes for 218 yards, 

and his career is now 
further tainted by post-
Christmas disappoint-
ments, including Week 
17 losses to the Phila-
delphia Eagles (44-6) in 
2008 and the New York 
Giants (31-14) last year. 
He’s also 1-3 in playoff 
games.

“Your legacy will be 
written when you’re 
done playing the game,” 
Romo said. “And when 
it’s over with, you’ll 
look back. ... It’s disap-
pointing not being able 
to get over that hump.”

The Cowboys also dealt 
with in-game injuries to 
receivers Miles Austin 
(left ankle), Dez Bryant 
(back) and Dwayne Har-
ris (lower leg). Bryant, 
who had a torrid second 
half of the season de-
spite breaking his left 
index finger, had four 
catches for 71 yards.

Washington’s slow 
start this season prompt-
ed coach Mike Shana-
han to dismiss playoff 
hopes and declare that 
the remaining seven 
games would determine 
which players would be 
on his team “for years to 
come.”

Griffin and his team-
mates had other plans, 
and the coach quickly 
changed his tune. Now 
the Redskins will be 
playing in January.

“All odds were against 
us,” Morris said. “But 
we believed in each oth-
er.”

Houston run out of Luck, fall to Colts 28-16
INDIANAPOLIS — Chuck 

Pagano just wanted to savor 
the moments Sunday.

He waved to the fans, 
hugged his family, his play-
ers, assistant coaches even 
the Houston Texans. And 
when the Colts completed 
their remarkable regular sea-
son with a 28-16 victory over 
the AFC South champion, 
there was no holding back the 
joy in the locker room.

“Everybody was dancing. 
Just not taking anything for 
granted,” Pro Bowl lineback-
er Robert Mathis said. “The 
small things in life mean the 
most.”

Only two teams — the 2008 
Dolphins and the 1999 Colts 
— produced 10-win turn-
arounds. On Sunday, the 
Colts (11-5) joined the next-
best group with a nine-win 
improvement.

Indy now heads to back to 
its old hometown, Baltimore, 
for a wild-card game next 
weekend. And although they 

were locked into the No. 5 
playoff spot before Sunday’s 
game, Pagano decided to play 
all of his healthy starters the 
entire game.

Those guys, who won nine 
times under offensive coor-
dinator and former interim 
coach Bruce Arians, just 
wanted one more to help Pa-
gano celebrate his first side-
line appearance since Sept. 
23. Three days later, he took 
an indefinite leave from the 
team to begin the first of three 
rounds of chemotherapy. The 
cancer is now in complete 
remission and last week, Pa-
gano’s oncologist, Dr. Larry 
Cripe, gave him medical 
clearance to return to his old 
job.

On Sunday, he was back 
celebrating.

“What a day. What a day,” 
Pagano said full of the same 
kind of emotion that resonat-
ed throughout the stadium, 
the locker room and even on 
the Texans’ sideline.

In pre-
g a m e 

warm-ups, Pagano hugged 
Arians, shook hands with 
general manager Ryan Grig-
son and spoke for several 
minutes with Houston defen-
sive coordinator Wade Phil-
lips.

During the game, Arian 
Foster celebrated his 13-yard 
TD run to make it 14-13 in 
the third quarter, tapping 
the (hash)Chuckstrong sign 
hanging on the wall in the 
back of the end zone.

After the game, Pagano 
shared a hug with Phillips 
and several Texans players, 
got an encouraging message 
from Texans coach Gary 
Kubiak and then jogged to 
the locker room where play-
ers and coaches danced and 
chanted, and Pagano did a 
do-si-do with team owner Jim 
Irsay.

“It was like a rock star com-
ing out of the tunnel with all 
of the cameras flashing when 
he walked out,” Andrew Luck 
said. “I think that was sort of 
a lift that he gave us, it was 
energy. Just to have his phys-

ical presence and seeing him 
on sideline was great.”

For the Texans (12-4), it was 
a debacle.

They blew a second chance 
to clinch home-field advan-
tage. A few hours later, cour-
tesy of Denver and New Eng-
land wins, they also lost a 
first-round bye pushing the 
team that held the AFC’s top 
playoff seed all season dow to 
No. 3.

The good news is that they’ll 
have a home game against 
Cincinnati. The bad news: 
They must play next week 
and head into the playoffs 
with three losses in their last 
four games.

Kubiak has plenty to fix.
Vontae Davis picked off 

Matt Schaub twice. Schaub 
was 24 of 36 for 275 yards.

Foster wound up with 16 
carries for 96 yards, far less 
than the 165 yards he burned 
Indy for two weeks ago.

Indy also ran out the final 
9:46 on its last possession, 
and kept defensive menace 
J.J. Watt out of reach of the 

NFL’s single-season sacks re-
cord. Watt finished with zero 
sacks Sunday, 20½ this sea-
son and two short of Michael 
Strahan’s mark.

But the only thing that re-
ally mattered to Houston was 
another loss. The Texans are 
now 0-11 all-time at Indy.

“It’s just not a good feeling,” 
Pro Bowl receiver Andre 
Johnson said after catching 
12 passes for 141 yards. “You 
go out there and you play to 
win. We wanted to win and 
we didn’t win. That’s pretty 
much it.”

The Colts, meanwhile, 
head into the playoffs with 
wins in four of their last five 
games and with a team that 
has continued to find ways to 
win even when Luck hasn’t 
played his best ball.

Luck was just 14 of 28 for 
191 yards, throwing for two 
scores. He broke Peyton Man-
ning’s franchise rookie re-
cord for completions on the 
game’s first series, finish-
ing with 339, 15 short of Sam 
Bradford’s NFL mark. 

Skins claim NFC East, Denver takes top seed in AFC
By winning their seventh 

straight game, the Redskins 
rolled to their first division title 
in 13 years with a 28-18 victory 
over the Dallas Cowboys on Sun-
day night. Next up for Robert 
Griffin III & Co.: a home playoff 
matchup next Sunday with the 
Seahawks — the third straight 
postseason game for Washington 
against Seattle.

“It’s just a mindset change,” the 
rookie quarterback said. “When 
you have all these guys coming 
to work every day, putting it on 
the line, we knew we couldn’t af-
ford to lose one game, we made 
sure we didn’t”

Thanks to Houston’s late-

season slump, Denver and New 
England will have byes when the 
AFC playoffs begin next week.

The Texans fell from first to 
third in the conference Sunday 
when they lost 28-16 at Indianap-
olis, which welcomed back coach 
Chuck Pagano after nearly three 
months of treatments for leuke-
mia.

AFC West champion Denver 
won its 11th straight game, 38-3 
over Kansas City to secure the 
top seed. New England blanked 
Miami 28-0 for the second spot.

Minnesota edged Green Bay 
37-34 to grab the final NFC wild 
card, sinking the Packers to the 
third seed. Those teams will 

meet again next Saturday night 
at Lambeau Field.

The other NFC matchup will 
have Seattle (11-5), which beat 
St. Louis 20-13, at Washington on 
Sunday at 4:30 p.m. ET.

Cincinnati (10-6) will be at 
Houston on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 
ET, and Indianapolis (11-5) goes 
to at Baltimore (10-6) on Sunday 
at 1 p.m. in the AFC wild-card 
rounds.

The divisional round games 
will be hosted by Denver on Sat-
urday, Jan. 12, followed by San 
Francisco (11-4-1) at night. On 
Sunday, Jan. 13, Atlanta (13-3) 
will host the early game, followed 
by New England (12-4).
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