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Dr. Steve Ahmed
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BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED CUSTOM BUILT HOME ON 1.80 ACRES. This home is an entertainers dream. Fabu-
lous soaring ceilings an abundance of windows, hardwood floors, impressive living room with great fireplace, cozy den 
with wetbar, lovely study/office, gourmet kitchen, spacious master bedroom with luxurious master bath. One of a kind 
property for our area. 

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT.

NEW LISTING!!!! 3107 Mt. SHADOW DR.

LIVING ROOMKITCHENDINING ROOM

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Rebirth of a landmark
by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

It may have taken six long 
years filled with skeptics and 
naysayers, but when the last 
few lights clicked on at the 
historic Hotel Settles during 
Friday night’s opening cer-
emonies, Big Spring native 
Brint Ryan looked a lot like 
the cat who ate the canary.

Ryan — joined by his wife, 
five daughters and hundreds 
of friends, family and guests 
— hosted a private reception 
at the downtown landmark, 
including a lighting ceremony 
where onlookers got to see the 
hotel lit floor by floor, leading 
up to the large, red sign atop 
the building.

See SETTLES, Page 3A

Settles reopens 
in blaze of lights

Clockwise from top left, 
the Hotel Settles reopened 
Friday with a floor by floor 
lighting ceremony; big 
Spring native brint Ryan, 
who spearheaded the res-
toration project, and his 
family celebrate the open-
ing; guests enjoy some time 
at the Pharmacy bar and 
Parlor. The hotel, built in the 
1930s, features rooms to 
rent, ballroom and mezza-
nine, an outdoor retreat with 
a pool and jacuzzi, spa and 
fitness studio.
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Faye Price
Faye Price, 87, of Austin and for-

merly of Big Spring, died Thurs-
day, Dec. 27, 2012, in Austin. She 
fought a long, courageous battle 
with Alzheimer’s. Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 31, 2012, at Trinity Me-
morial Park Peace Chapel with 
Bill Ivins, pastor of First United 
Methodist Church, officiating.

Faye was born June 22, 1925 in 
Bowie, Texas to Annie and W.G. 

(Bill) Simpson. She was married for 39 years to Jack 
S. Price until his death in 1987. She was known to 

her friends as Faye and had spent the last nine years 
in Austin with family, but was a long-time resident 
of Big Spring, Texas. She was active in her church 
and her community and had many local friends.

Faye is survived by three children, Jerry Price of 
Edinburg, Terry Price of Austin and Shirley Hicks 
of Austin. She also leaves three grandchildren, 
Brandon Price, Darcie Hicks and Logan Hicks.

Her caring and gentle ways will be missed by all 
who knew her.

She was preceded in death by her parents and 
husband.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary
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KC Steaks & Seafood
will be open

New Year’s Eve
December 31

5-10 pm
2104 IH 20 West                                                          432-263-1651
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Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Mon
12/31

60/32
Windy,
chance of
showers.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:52 PM

Tue
1/1

48/26
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Wed
1/2

47/30
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Thu
1/3

49/25
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:54 PM

Fri
1/4

54/31
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:55 PM

Brownsville
79/65

Houston
68/55

Austin
62/47

Dallas
47/39

El Paso
52/31

Amarillo
41/15

San Antonio
65/52

Big Spring
60/32

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 56 34 rain Kingsville 78 61 t-storm
Amarillo 41 15 mixed Livingston 61 48 rain
Austin 62 47 rain Longview 49 43 rain
Beaumont 63 56 t-storm Lubbock 52 19 rain
Brownsville 79 65 t-storm Lufkin 59 49 rain
Brownwood 58 40 rain Midland 60 33 rain
Corpus Christi 73 61 t-storm Raymondville 80 63 t-storm
Corsicana 48 39 rain Rosenberg 68 54 t-storm
Dallas 47 39 rain San Antonio 65 52 rain
Del Rio 64 46 rain San Marcos 63 48 rain
El Paso 52 31 rain Sulphur Springs 44 39 rain
Fort Stockton 61 38 rain Sweetwater 58 33 rain
Gainesville 43 33 rain Tyler 48 43 rain
Greenville 43 36 rain Weatherford 46 35 rain
Houston 68 55 t-storm Wichita Falls 48 29 rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 53 42 pt sunny Minneapolis 11 -1 pt sunny
Boston 32 26 cloudy New York 34 33 cloudy
Chicago 33 15 cloudy Phoenix 52 34 pt sunny
Dallas 47 39 rain San Francisco 53 42 pt sunny
Denver 23 9 sn shower Seattle 42 33 sunny
Houston 68 55 t-storm St. Louis 38 24 sn shower
Los Angeles 59 43 sunny Washington, DC 44 37 cloudy
Miami 73 65 cloudy

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 28

Last
Jan 5

UV Index
Mon

12/31
3

Moderate

Tue
1/1
3

Moderate

Wed
1/2
3

Moderate

Thu
1/3
3

Moderate

Fri
1/4
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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George G. Bass
George G. Bass, 87, of Big Spring, died Saturday, 

Dec. 29, 2012, at Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas State 
Veterans Home. Services are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

To submit a
news item,

call 263-7331,
ext. 235
or e-mail

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

• Local resident Dale Pittman is planning a card 
crusade for the citizens of Newtown, Conn., who 
were devastated by the recent school shooting that 
took the lives of 26 people. No money is necessary, 
unless you want to help with postage. Just purchase 
and sign a card. “I wanted to be able to send them 
something ... and let them know that no matter how 
many miles may be between us, we still care and are 
thinking of and praying for them,” said Pittman. 
Drop you card off at Big Spring Storage Zone, 23rd 
and Goliad. If no one is in the office, slide the card 
in the payment drop box. You may also drop them 
off at the visitors booth at Comanche Trail Festival 
of Lights. They will all be placed in a single box and 
mailed to Newtown.

• A medical fund has been established at Big 
Spring Education Employee’s Federal Credit 
Union for Alicia R. Hernandez, daughter of Tony 
and Christy Hernandez. Alicia has been struggling 
with medical issues since February and will be go-
ing to Fort Worth’s Cook Children’s Medical Cen-
ter in January for tests. Donations should be sent 
to: BSEEFCU c/o Alicia Hernandez Medical, 1110 
Benton St. Big Spring, Texas. 79720.

• Holy Trinity Youth Group is hosting its 2nd An-
nual “Warming up our Community” Project from 2 
to 5 p.m. Sunday at Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
Hall, 1009 Hearn Street. Donated items, such as 
jackets, blankets and various warm attire will be 
available for anyone in need. This is open to the 
community. 

• A fund has been established at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home to help pay funeral expenses for lo-
cal resident Joe Gomez, who passed away on Dec. 
12. Donations can sent to Myers and Smith Funeral 
Home at P.O. Box 2760 in Big Spring.

• Don’t forget to visit the Comanche Trail Festival 
of Lights in Big Spring, on display nightly from Sat-
urday through Dec. 31. More displays, more lights, 
and more fun — and admission is free. However, 
donations are gratefully accepted. Questions? Call 
263-4607.

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need 
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to 
the Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Servic-
es Council needs assistance in The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe, 115 East Second St. 

The Chalet Resale Shoppe is a fast-paced retail 
shop specializing in gently worn clothing and 
small household appliance. Volunteers are needed 
to sort, price, check out and stock donated items. 
Volunteer hours are flexible. The Chalet is open 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday and 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. For more information, 
contact Jamey Stegall at james.stegall@dshs.state.
tx.us or 432 268-7535.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or 
come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help 
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at 
263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, de-
liveries and crafts. To find out more information or 
to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home Hos-
pice by calling 264-7599. 

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made 
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in 
need of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-
HOPE is now. 

The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counseling 
service provided by HPF to work with you to find 
a solution to your problem. HPF can provide coun-
seling free of charge, in English and 170 other lan-
guages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help. 
If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting ap-
pointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. 

Individuals seeking legal advice for matters con-
cerning family law, divorce, custody and child sup-
port issues, social security cases, employment and 
housing may contact the office to schedule an ap-
pointment. Criminal cases are not accepted. Any-
one recently served with legal documents should 
call the office immediately at 800-926-5630 or 432-
686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in 
need of foster families. 

Foster parents are the caretakers for the chil-
dren in the community who have been abused or 
neglected. For more information on becoming fos-
ter parents or adoptive families, call the Children’s 
Protective Services office at 263-9669.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 
277-1618, the High Plains American Cancer Group 
Report Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer to 
drive in this program should call Sherry Hodnett, 
president of the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 
at her office at Home Hospice.

• New Life Ministries Church of God In Christ 
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fourth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. 10th. The 
meal is free. Call 264-0771 for more information.

• The Pet Patrol helps locate lost pets and own-
ers of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa-
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

• Do you have a minute? An hour? How about 
making a difference in someone’s life? Become a 
hospice volunteer. 

One hour a month can make a difference. Wheth-
er it visiting a patient, or working in the office, or 
helping with a craft, you can make a difference. 
We can work around your schedule. If interested, 
please call Michelle Coutermarsh, at Compass Hos-
pice, 263-5999 or apply in person at 602 S. Main in 
Big Spring.



SETTLES
Continued from Page 1A

And while the restora-
tion and renovation of 
the Hotel Settles is cer-
tainly a business mile-
stone for Ryan, it wasn’t 
business or a bottom 
line driving the Big 
Spring native through 
the ceremony.

“I hope we’ve done 
well enough with this 
restoration that it’s not 
just another old build-
ing brought back on-
line, it’s not just one 
more restoration proj-
ect, but that it’s a speci-
men, something so com-
pelling that people will 
come from all over West 
Texas — probably all 
over Texas — just to see 
it,” Ryan said proudly. 
“It’s probably the resto-
ration project in Texas 
of the year.

“My hope, however, is 
that it’s a catalyst. If we 
can do what we’ve done 
here, if we can create 
this valuable asset, this 
renaissance of a trophy 
property that everyone 
said could not be done, 
making it successful 
from both a develop-
ment point and a finan-
cial perspective, then 
tell me what project in 
Big Spring can not be 
done. Tell me what proj-
ect is harder than this. 
I hope it’s a catalyst for 
people to say, ‘Wow, if 
they can do the Settles, 
then why can’t we do 
the State National Bank 
building? Why can’t we 
bring the Palmer Ho-
tel back or bring any 
of these other terrific 
properties back online. 
I hope this project con-
tains that element, as 
well.”

Opening in October 
1930 to great fanfare 
and support by the local 
community, Hotel Set-
tles was often compared 
to the finest hotels of the 
day. The Hotel hosted 
notable guests includ-
ing Elvis Presley, Law-

rence Welk and Herbert 
Hoover.

The present day proj-
ect — originally esti-
mated at $12 million but 
is expected to round out 
construction and resto-
ration above the $30 mil-
lion mark — has been a 
journey for Ryan and 
his brother, Kris Ryan, 
who served as the proj-
ect’s construction man-
ager.

“Six years ago, when 
I first took a look at the 
Settles, I thought, sim-
ply, this is impossible. 
It was the biggest mess 
I had ever seen in my 
life,” Ryan said. “At 

that time, there wasn’t 
a single aspect of this 
place that hadn’t been 
destroyed. The vandals, 
elements and even the 
pigeons destroyed this 
place. However, I also 
saw it as an incredible 
challenge. It’s sort of 
like a jigsaw puzzle with 
a bunch of the pieces 
missing and you’re try-
ing to put it back togeth-
er.

“So, when I came in 
(Thursday) and saw the 
progress, it was moving. 
I come out about once a 
month for our project 
meetings, but this was 
the first time I had seen 

the lobby restored, the 
furniture placed and 
it looks as good — or 
even better — than the 
renderings. I thought, 
‘Man, I’ve made this 
happen. We have done 
the impossible, we’ve 
breathed life back into 
something that had 
been destroyed.’ That’s 
very fulfilling. It’s been 
fun.”

According to Ryan, 
the skeptics and naysay-
ers helped drive him on 
the project. However, if 
those who had negative 
things to say then are 
expecting a pat on the 
back now, they have an-

other thing coming.
“You know, I’ve 

thought about that,” 
Ryan said with a chuck-
le. “I told my wife that 
when I make my toast 
tonight, I’m going to 
thank the 99 percent of 
the people who really 
helped me, and they re-
ally did. Former mayor 
Russ McEwen, the city 
council, the economic 
development corpora-
tion and so many citi-
zens who wrote letters 
and e-mails thanking us 
all along the way. I ap-
preciate that support so 
much.

“I told my wife, how-
ever, for that 1 percent 
who didn’t — the ones 
who called me a carpet-
bagger looking to take 
advantage of the people 
and all of the other nega-
tive things — they can 
kiss my butt. And you 
can quote me on that. I 
remember, during the 
first year people calling 
me a scoundrel, that I 
was ripping off the city 
and taking advantage of 
it. I kind of take it with 
a grain of salt today. 
However, you’ll notice 
tonight none of those 
folks are here. I think 
that’s fitting.”

The hotel opened to 
the public with light 
food service and cock-
tails at its bar, the Phar-
macy Bar and Parlor, 
Saturday afternoon. 
Beginning Jan. 7, the 
Settles Grill will be 
available to everyone 
for breakfast and Jan. 
9 lunch and dinner ser-
vice will commence, ac-
cording to Hotel Settles 
officials.

Nightly room rates 
start at $179 for a His-
toric Queen Room and 
go up to $1,000 for the 
Presidential Suite.

“I wanted to see this 
building put back to the 
way it was,” Ryan said. 
“I’ll admit, I had no idea 
at that time it was go-
ing to take this long, it 
was going to be this dif-
ficult or this expensive. 

I just had no idea. Every 
aspect of it was a chal-
lenge, from the window 
restorations to the sign 
restoration, finding the 
pieces and parts for the 
lobby, the phone booths 
and chandeliers. Every 
bit of it was a challenge, 
and we enjoyed it.

“It was one of those 
things where so many 
people said, ‘You can’t 
do it. It can’t be done. 
It can’t be fixed and it 
can’t be restored.’ And 
we did it. We did it with 
every element. My view 
is we’re already so far 
down this path, it has 
to be as close to perfect 
as we can make it in 
the human condition. 
That’s what I’m hoping 
people see tonight.”

Reservations can be 
made online at Hotel-
Settles.com or by call-
ing 432-267-7500.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com
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One of  Texas’ best source of  Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 (432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 4 of 5 - Very Hard

2 7 9 1 4 5 8 3 6

5 8 4 3 6 2 7 9 1

1 6 3 9 8 7 2 5 4

3 9 2 8 5 1 4 6 7

6 5 7 2 9 4 3 1 8

4 1 8 6 7 3 5 2 9

9 4 1 5 3 8 6 7 2

7 3 6 4 2 9 1 8 5

8 2 5 7 1 6 9 4 3
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Joe Martin Doporto, 55, 
died Tuesday.  Funeral 
mass was at 11 a.m.. 
today at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church.  Burial 
was at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

Augustine Cantu, 67, 
died Monday.  He will lie 
in state from 9 a.m. until 9 
p.m. Saturday. Vigil ser-
vices will be held at 7:30 
p.m. tonight at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Carol H. Lewis, 58, died 
Tuesday. Memorial ser-
vices were at 2 p.m. today 
at Myers & Smith Chapel.

Rudy Hilario, 52, died 
Wednesday.  Prayer ser-
vices will be held at 7:30 
p.m. Sunday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Funeral 
services will be at 10 a.m. 
Monday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Burial will be at 
Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

Faye Price, 87, died 
Thursday.  Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. 
Monday, December 31, 
2012 at Trinity Memorial 
Park Peace Chapel.

JoAnn Howell-Mason, 
66, died Thursday. 
Services will be held at 
11:00 AM Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.  
Graveside services will be 
at 3 p.m. Wednesday at 
Resthaven North 
Cemetery in Midland.

Roland Gore, 60, died 
Thursday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

George G. Bass, 87, of 
Big Spring, died Saturday, 
December 29, 2012 at 
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans 
Home.  Services are 
pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey, The 3D (PG-13)
Sun.: 12:00  7:10
(Digital) 3:35  10:45

Parental Guidance (PG) 
Digital
Sun.: 12:10; 2:40; 5:10; 7:40; 10:10

Django Unchained (R)
Digital
Sun.: 12:15; 3:50; 7:25; 11:00

Monsters, Inc. 3D (G)
Sun.: 2:10  7:00
(Digital) 4:35  9:25

236255

ADVANCE TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR
 THE TWILIGHT SAGA MARATHON AND

BREAKING DAWN PART 1.

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Area motorists plan-
ning to celebrate the 
New Year holiday with 
a few drinks, beware: 
state and local law en-
forcement will be on 
the lookout for offend-
ers and those who get 
caught shouldn’t expect 
any holiday cheer.

“The officers on patrol 
this New Year Holiday 
will be looking specifi-
cally for these types of 
violations, and make no 
mistake about it, they 
are very good at spot-
ting them,” Sgt. Tony 
Everett, public informa-
tion officer with the Big 
Spring Police Depart-
ment, said. “You may 
think you’re fine, but 
there are a million dif-
ferent ways they can tell 
you’ve been drinking, 
and all it takes is for 
them to see one.”

The BSPD won’t be the 
only agency looking for 
drivers who have had 
one-too-many, as Texas 
Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) troopers 
will be stepping up en-
forcement efforts to 
ensure safety on the 
roadways and seek out 
impaired drivers dur-
ing the holiday. 

Additional troopers 
will be on the road tar-
geting drunk drivers in 
locations where alcohol-
related crashes are most 
likely to occur.

“Drinking and driving 
are always a concern 
during holidays, and 
there is no doubt that in-
creased enforcement by 
DPS and other law en-
forcement will help save 
lives,” DPS Director Ste-
ven McCraw said. “But 
the public must also do 
their part to help make 
sure all travelers on our 
roads have a safe and 
happy holiday season. 
Plan ahead. Designate a 
non-drinking driver or 
find alternative trans-
portation if you plan to 
drink, and never get in a 
car with an intoxicated 
driver.”

During the Christmas 
and New Year holiday 
enforcement effort last 
year, DPS troopers made 
more than 1,100 DWI ar-
rests and approximately 
350 were the direct re-
sult of the increased pa-
trols. DPS enforcement 
also resulted in more 
than 15,000 speeding ci-
tations, 2,000 seat belt 
and child safety seat ci-
tations and 18,000 other 
citations. In addition, 
troopers made 1,020 fu-

gitive arrests and 623 
felony arrests during 
routine patrol opera-
tions.

DPS offers the follow-
ing tips to ensure safe 
travels:

• Don’t drink and 
drive; designate a driv-
er.

• Be aware of, and 
prepared for, changing 
weather conditions.

• Don’t text and drive 
and keep cell phone 
chatter to a minimum. 
Just drive.

• Make sure everyone 
in the car is buckled up.

• Don’t travel fatigued. 
Switch drivers or find a 
safe location and take a 
break.

• Drive courteously.
• Make sure your ve-

hicle is properly main-
tained.

And, if you think a 
trooper or BSPD officer 
might give you a free 
pass if you get pulled 
over this holiday, Ever-
ett said think again.

“Our approach to 
drinking and driving 
is very simple: zero tol-
erance,” Everett said. 
“That’s not just during 
the New Year holiday. 
That’s year round. So, if 
you’ve had a few drinks, 
don’t chance it. Call a 
friend or a taxi. I prom-
ise you, whatever the 
cab fare might cost you 
is minor in comparison 
to what a DWI convic-
tion will cost you.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-

7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Cops turn spotlight on drunk drivers
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

letter policies

How to contact us

addresses

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ 
opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, 
we offer several ways in which you may contact 
us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as 

a street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clari-

ty.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one 

letter per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a 

telephone number or address will not be consid-
ered.

• Letters should be e-mailed to editor@bigspring-
herald.com or mailed to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.

a small prayer

May we remain fully focused on Your 
word, Lord. 

     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan
Managing Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer

letters

Brian McCormack
Sports Editor

FEDERAL
STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JIM LANDTROOP
State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 1105
Big Spring, 79721
Phone: (432) 517-9894

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Tommy duncan, Mayor  — 

Home: 517-4070; Office: 
264-2350.
 marvin Boyd — 263-8800
  carmen HarBour — Work: 
264-2401. 
 marcus Fernandez —  
Mobile: 816-3923
 glen carrigan — Home: 
263-3207.
 BoBBy mcdonald — 
Home: 263-4835. Work: 
263-1234.
 craig olson — 
 Cell: 270-0703.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

  mark Barr, County  
Judge — Home and 
Office: (432) 517-0707.
 oscar garcia — Home: 
264-0026.
 donnie Baker — Home: 
267-5325.
 Jimmie long — Home: 
466-0793.
 JoHn cline — Home: 
263-7158.

W ho wants a fantastic 
job? Unemployment 
is high, so there 
ought to be many 

candidates. The job is leader of 
the Republican Party.

As leader, you will be the 
spokesman for 
a philosophy of 
smaller govern-
ment, more in-
dividual liberty, 
fiscal responsibil-
ity, free markets 
and budget cuts. 
You will speak up 
for the traditional 
family and strong 
community orga-
nizations.

On one hand, you 
stand for keeping 
taxes low on the very richest 
Americans. On the other, you’re 
for cutting programs that are 
broadly popular. Congratula-
tions. What are you for that 
Americans support? That’s what 
is so great about this job. It re-
quires creativity.

A sizable percentage of your 
caucus will balk at any increases 
in taxes ever on anyone — even 
on those earning more than 
$1 million per year — as John 
Boehner just discovered. So 
you’ll have to seek balanced 
budgets exclusively by cutting 
spending. This will further con-
firm the public image of you as 
Scrooge.

Your job is to worry not just 
about the fiscal cliff, but about 
the $71.7 trillion in unfunded li-
abilities the federal government 
has amassed, the unchecked 
expansion of entitlements, such 
as Medicare, Medicaid, and 
now Obamacare, the waning 
percentage of Americans in the 
workforce (it’s down to 63.6 now, 
compared with 67.2 in 2001), and 
the decline of traditional fami-
lies which is, in turn, creating 
more and more Americans who 
become dependent on govern-
ment programs.

Your opponents are the 
Democrats, who tell voters that 
they care and simply want to 
give them more and more. P.J. 

O’Rourke memorably described 
the difference between the par-
ties this way in “Parliament of 
Whores”: “God is a Republican 
and Santa Claus is a Democrat.”

God is an elderly or, at any 
rate, middle-aged mate, a stern 
fellow, patriarchal rather than 
paternal, and a great believer in 
rules and regulations. He holds 
men strictly accountable for 
their actions ... God is unsenti-
mental. It is very hard to get into 
God’s heavenly country club.

Santa Claus is another matter. 
He’s cute. He’s nonthreatening. 
He’s always cheerful. He may 
know who’s been naughty and 
who’s been nice, but he never 
does anything about it.

He gives everyone everything 
they want without thought of 
a quid pro quo. Santa Claus is 
preferable to God in every way 
but one: There is no such thing 
as Santa Claus.

Why, you may ask, don’t the 
Democrats have to worry about 
the structural problem of a bal-
looning public sector and a de-
clining private sector that must 
pay for it? It’s simple: Democrats 
engage in denial and the press 
lets them get away with it. Presi-
dent Obama ignored his deficit 
commissionand paid no price. 
The only time you will hear a 
Democrat declare that we cannot 
afford something is when it’s 1) a 
military expenditure or 2) a tax 
cut.

Do they deny the debt? Not in 
so many words. They pay it lip 
service and imply that increas-
ing taxes on the top 2 percent of 
earners will solve the problem. 
So long as Republicans fight on 
this terrain — protecting the top 
earners from a tax rate increase 
— Democrats are handed a 
winning formula. Tax the rich 
guy — it doesn’t hurt me, and it 
represents some kind of cosmic 
justice.

The spending cuts Republicans 
favor are hardly more popular. 
A Pew poll in October found that 
75 percent of respondents oppose 
cutting federal support for edu-
cation, 61 percent oppose cutting 
funding for college loans (inflat-

ing that higher ed bubble even 
further), 57 percent reject asking 
Medicare beneficiaries to pay a 
larger percentage of their costs, 
56 percent oppose gradually 
raising the age of Social Security 
eligibility and 50 percent oppose 
reducing programs that help 
low income Americans. Fifty-
eight percent, by contrast, favor 
limiting tax deductions for large 
corporations.

The fiscal cliff will come and 
go. It’s a no win for the Repub-
lican Party. Longer term, the 
next generation of Republican 
leaders will have to consider 
some radical, image altering 
reforms. James Pethokoukis of 
the American Enterprise Insti-
tute recommends breaking up 
the big banks. It’s simultane-
ously a blow against the too-big-
to-fail folly that helped create 
the financial crisis and a rebuke 
of the Obama Administration’s 
embrace of crony capitalism in 
Dodd/Frank.

Someone, sometime soon, is 
going to have to level with the 
American people that they’ve 
been getting more government 
than they’ve been willing to pay 
for. The Republicans have called 
for spending cuts and seen their 
approval ratings sink. Maybe 
they should just leave the unpal-
atable task to Santa Claus.

To find out more about Mona 
Charen and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate colum-
nists and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web page at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2012 CRE-
ATORS.COM

As this is written, on 
the heels of the news 
that President George 
H.W. Bush, hospital-

ized in Houston since Nov. 23 for 
bronchitis, has been moved into 
an intensive care unit, comes 
word of the death 
of Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, who 
in 1991 became the 
U.S.’s most popu-
lar post-World War 
II military leader 
after commanding 
the U.S.-led coali-
tion forces that 
smashed Iraq.

How popular was 
“Stormin’ Nor-
man” back home? 
He laughed while telling the late 
U.S. Rep. Jack Murtha, D-Pa. 
— himself, like Schwarzkopf, 
a decorated combat veteran of 
Vietnam — about attending the 
Kentucky Derby a few months 
after the Iraqi victory. The huge 
Churchill Downs crowd gave 
the general a standing ovation 
when he took his seat. After 
Schwarzkopf later got up to go 
to the men’s room, the Derby 
crowd gave him another ovation, 
and still more cheers greeted his 
return to his seat.

He obviously enjoyed the fame 
and the fortune he received. 
But to his credit, Schwarzkopf 
refused being called a hero, with 
a statement that I urge those in 
positions of power and influence 
in Washington — currently beat-
ing the war drums on Iran — to 
heed: “It doesn’t take a hero to 
order men into battle. It takes a 
hero to be one of those men who 
goes into battle.”

Let us remember as well 
President George H.W. Bush, 
who — along with his resource-
ful secretary of state, James A 

Baker — successfully assembled 
a coalition of some 32 nations, 
including France, Sweden, Paki-
stan and Morocco, to drive out 
of Kuwait the occupying Iraqi 
forces.

Bush won support, after seri-
ous and respectful debates in 
the Congress, for his policy from 
a House and Senate then con-
trolled by Democrats. Earlier, a 
resolution adopted by the U.N. 
Security Council had autho-
rized member nations to use “all 
necessary means” against Iraqi 
forces if they failed to withdraw 
from Kuwait by Jan. 15, 1991 
(three days after the Senate 
voted to back Bush).

With the Gulf States and 
Germany and Japan picking up 
approximately three-quarters of 
the cost of the war, Commander 
in Chief George H.W. Bush won 
the first clear-cut American mili-
tary victory since VJ-Day, Aug. 
14, 1945.

More than three decades later, 
President Bush 41’s leadership 
and judgment are recognized 
even by those who opposed him 
at the time.

In an exit interview after 32 
years in the U.S. House with 
PBS’s “NewsHour,” the out-
spoken Massachusetts liberal 
Barney Frank was asked by 
interviewer Paul Solman about 
his “failures, regrets?” Frank’s 
answer: “I should have voted for 
the first Iraq War. George Bush 
did that one very well.”

One mistake President Bush 
did make in pressing his case 
for the U.S. going to war was his 
repeated comparing of Saddam 
Hussein to Adolf Hitler. The 
U.N. resolution and the multina-
tion coalition had agreed only 
to drive Saddam out of Kuwait, 
not out of Baghdad. So when 
Saddam did eventually regroup 

and resume his oppression of 
the Kurds, in particular, Bush 
was criticized for not having 
removed from power the man 
he had equated with the Nazi 
monster.

After the Gulf War triumph, 
President Bush’s positive job-
approval rating soared to 89 per-
cent, which remains the highest 
ever registered in Gallup Poll 
history. Bush’s sky-high num-
bers helped to persuade most 
leading Democratic presidential 
prospects — such as Sens. Albert 
Gore of Tennessee, Bill Bradley 
of New Jersey and Lloyd Bents-
en of Texas, as well as Missouri 
Rep. Richard Gephardt and New 
York Gov. Mario Cuomo — that 
they individually “want to spend 
more time with my family,” 
rather than to run in 1992 for the 
office most of them had semi-
openly lusted after.

Those men’s decisions not to 
run provided an unintended 
opening for a young, long-shot 
Southern governor who, barely 
20 months after the incumbent 
chief executive had surpassed 
even Dwight Eisenhower and 
Ronald Reagan in voter approval 
polls, would defeat President 
Bush. He, Bill Clinton, would 
then, in 1996, become the first 
Democrat since FDR to win a 
second White House term.

Unless we remember, a wise 
man wrote, we cannot under-
stand.

To find out more about Mark 
Shields and read his past col-
umns, visit the Creators Syndi-
cate web page at www.cretors.
com.

DISTRIBUTED BY CRE-
ATORS.COM

COPYRIGHT 2012 MARK 
SHIELDS

Leadership jobs are open

Doing a bit of remembering

Shameful 
reporting

to the editor:
In response to your 

staff report Monday, 
Dec. 24, 2012, about Dr. 
Cox being reprimanded, 
I think it’s shameful re-
porting. Instead of belit-
tling Dr. Cox, why don’t 
you report on the good 
things Dr. Cox has done 
over the last several 
years?  Dr. Cox genu-
inely cares about his pa-
tients, to the extent that 
he made house calls to 

the elderly, or bartered 
a payment of mowing 
the grass at the old Hall 
Bennett Hospital when 
a patient couldn’t pay 
with money.  

I know plenty of peo-
ple whom he helped care 
for, rather than let them 
suffer because they 
didn’t have a way to pay. 
Dr. Cox will be missed 
for the good things he’s 
done for our commu-
nity, not for the “repri-
mands” and old gossip.

debby mAAs

big spring

Glenn Stifflemire
Publisher

The only time 
you will hear a 
Democrat declare 
that we cannot afford 
something is when 
it’s 1) a military 
expenditure or 2) a 
tax cut.

mona

cHaren

mark

sHields



State 5ABig Spring Herald
Sunday, December 30, 2012

FREE 20 oz.
COFFEE 

Help us celebrate the New Year!
On New Year’s Eve, stop by your nearest 7-Eleven location and get a 

20 oz., caffeine-loaded cup of hot coffee – absolutely free. 

Thanks for a great 2012.  
We look forward to serving you in the new year.

On New Year’s Eve

Call 432-263-3400 to make an appointment.

Family Medical Center Internal Medicine
1608 W. FM 700, Suite C

Feel Better. Faster.

Member of the Medical Staff at

A big welcome  
for Big Spring’s  

new family physician.

Krishn Mohan, M.D.
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

66783_SCEFLM_Mohan_5_1875x10bw.indd   1 12/13/12   12:09 PM

Dewhurst aide didn’t
pay $500K settlement

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— Lt. Gov. David De-
whurst says hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
were stolen from his 
political bankroll by 
his campaign manag-
er, a prominent Repub-
lican consultant who 
faces the accusations 
just one month after 
defaulting on a $506,000 
settlement with a land 
developer that has been 
owed four times that 
amount for years, an 
attorney said Friday.

Dewhurst has accused 
Kenneth Barfield, who 
ran Dewhurst’s unsuc-
cessful U.S. Senate bid, 
of funneling money 
“for his personal ben-
efit.” 

The allegations were 
made in newly revised 
state filings that show 
the Dewhurst cam-
paign with $700,000 less 
than originally report-
ed.

The revelation came 
a month after Barfield 
failed to pay the latest 
in multiple defaulted 
settlements with S&K 
Development Com-
pany Inc., said Curtis 
Kurhajec, an attorney 
for the developer. A 
state district judge in 
2009 awarded S&K De-
velopment a $2.2 mil-
lion judgment against 
Barfield and his de-
funct companies for not 
delivering on a loan, 
according to court re-
cords.

Neither Barfield, 56, 
nor his attorney, Brian 
Casey, immediately re-
turned phone messages 
Friday.

Prosecutors also con-
firmed Friday they 
have opened an inves-
tigation surrounding 

Barfield, who has not 
been charged.

The David Dewhurst 
Committee submitted 
an amended filing with 
the Texas Ethics Com-
mission last week. 

Whereas the politi-
cal action committee 
originally reported 
about $770,000 cash on 
hand in July, a revised 
copy of the same report 
now indicates less than 
$7,300 in the PAC ac-
count.

“The misrepresenta-
tion of contribution 
balances was directly 
related to the misap-
propriation of commit-
tee funds to (Barfield’s) 
own account, for his 
own personal benefit,” 
the filing reads.

The allegations sur-
rounding the missing 
funds were first report-
ed by The Dallas Morn-
ing News.

S&K Development 
originally gave Bar-
field and his compa-
nies about $1.7 million, 
which Kurhajec told 
The Associated Press 
was for a development 
project in Colorado that 
never broke ground. 
Kurhajec said Barfield 
again defaulted on the 
latest settlement — 
$506,000 that was due 
Nov. 1.

During the three-year 
legal fight, the com-
pany accused Barfield 
in court filings of hav-
ing a “history of failing 
to disclose all his bank 
accounts” and moving 
money around. That 
includes $30,000 he was 
reportedly paid each 
month by the David 
Dewhurst Committee, 
according to court re-
cords.

Hutchison leaves legacy of projects
DALLAS (AP) — Sen. 

Kay Bailey Hutchison 
spent 19 years tending to 
the needs of Texas, hard 
work with tangible re-
sults for military instal-
lations, flood projects 
and highways, as well 
as many taxpayers.

Two years 
ago, in a 
bruising bid 
to become 
g o v e r n o r , 
her knack 
for bringing 
home the ba-
con and her 
deftness at 
setting aside 
party became liabilities. 
Concerns about red ink 
trumped demands for 
largesse, and fears of 
federal overreach fueled 
a hard right turn among 
Republican voters.

As the Hutchison era 
ends, her approach is 
giving way to much dif-
ferent expectations rest-
ing on successor Ted 
Cruz, a tea party darling 
with a national agenda 
and a markedly sharper 
ideology.

“We’re going to miss 
her, and Ted Cruz and 
I have our work cut out 
for us to try to fill the 
gap that’s going to be 
left by her departure,” 
said Sen. John Cornyn, 
the party’s deputy Sen-
ate leader and, begin-
ning next week, Texas’ 
senior senator.

Texas counties, re-
searchers, road build-
ers and rocket scientists 
may feel the impact. 
Hutchison advocated 
for a robust national 
defense. She looked 
after Texas veterans. 
She pressed for a fairer 
Texas slice of gasoline 
tax revenue. She cham-
pioned tax-deferred re-
tirement accounts for 
homemakers and easing 

the so-called marriage 
penalty, and made sure 
that Texans, who pay no 
state income tax, could 
at least deduct state 
sales tax.

“I hope some of the 
priorities I have cham-
pioned will continue,” 
she said last week in her 
Senate farewell address.

Those priorities 
weren’t always glamor-
ous or controversial. 
More dogmatic col-
leagues commanded 
the spotlight on major 
debates over judicial 
nominees or health care 
policy, for instance.

“Some senators choose 
to focus solely on na-
tional issues. She chose 
early on to make fight-
ing for Texas the high-
est of priorities. And she 
made a difference,” said 
Chet Edwards, a former 
Democratic congress-
man from Waco.

Voters didn’t always 
reward her. The tea 
party wave crested just 
as Hutchison took the 
plunge to run for gover-
nor two years ago. Party 
activists shunned her. 

Gov. Rick Perry 
mocked her as an “ear-
mark queen” and “Kay 
Bailout,” for her sup-
port of the bank rescue 
package enacted at the 
height of the 2008 eco-
nomic crisis.

Perry won their pri-
mary by 21 percentage 
points, a crushing rejec-
tion for a senator who 
had drawn more votes 
in 2000 than any state-
wide candidate in Texas 
history.

“It was a horrible expe-
rience,” she told WFAA-
TV (Channel 8) this 
month, voicing regret 
that her biggest ambi-

tion eluded her. “I love 
the Senate, but I always 
wanted to be governor.”

In hindsight, she said, 
she should have chal-
lenged Perry in 2002, 
when he’d been on the 
job just two years, or 
four years later — the 
year he won another 
term with less than 40 
percent of the vote in a 
four-way contest. But 
she kept biding her 
time, citing a desire to 
promote party unity.

By 2010, her moment 
had passed.

“I just don’t think 
she sensed the chang-
ing mood that was out 
there,” said Dallas law-
yer Tom Pauken, who 
chaired the state GOP in 
Hutchison’s early years 
in the Senate. “You get 
into an insular atmo-
sphere where you’re 
talking to the lobbyists, 
you’re talking to the in-
siders, and you begin 
to lose touch with the 
frustration at the grass-
roots level.”

After the defeat, 
Hutchison got back 
to work, setting aside 
plans to retire early, 
win or lose.

With President Barack 
Obama’s re-election 
suggesting a pendulum 
swing away from tea-
party-style radicalism, 
her departure takes on 
an ironic poignancy.

“It’s unfortunate. If 
she’d held on for anoth-
er term, she might have 
been a player in the Sen-
ate in a way she hasn’t 
been before,” Buchanan 
said.

Through aides, Hutchi-
son, 69, declined numer-
ous interview requests 
over several months for 
this story.

Texas has seen any 
number of larger-than-
life senators, from Sam 
Houston to Lyndon 
Johnson and John Tow-
er — lawmakers who left 
a lasting mark on Texas 
history, the national 
discourse or both.

Stylistically, Hutchi-
son’s behind-the-scenes 
focus put her more in 
the mold of Sen. Lloyd 
Bentsen, a centrist 
Democrat, than that of 
Cornyn’s predecessor, 
Phil Gramm, a Repub-
lican attention-magnet 
who put his stamp on 
banking and budgetary 
policy.

That made it a chal-
lenge for Hutchison to 
tamp down grumbling 
among social conserva-
tives as their dominance 
grew within the Texas 
GOP.

She was booed at the 
party’s 1996 convention, 
just three years after 
her election, and anti-
abortion activists took 
the extraordinary step 
of trying to exclude her 
from Texas’ delegation 
to the presidential nom-
inating convention.

Her stance on abortion 
has long confounded 
activists on both sides. 
She has voted to affirm 
the ongoing validity of 
the landmark Roe vs. 
Wade ruling legalizing 
abortion.

She accepted funds 
from and served as an 
honorary board mem-
ber of The Wish List, a 
group that helps GOP 
candidates who support 
abortion rights.

This summer, she be-
gan to describe herself 
as “pro-life,” to the dis-
may of some anti-abor-
tion crusaders.

Hutchison
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Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288

24
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We Accept Pre-Need Plans From
Other Funeral Homes.

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Very Hard

9 1 8 3

5 7 1

6 8 4

9 1 4

2 4

8 6 2

9 3 7

7 6 5

2 5 6 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

By Steve Becker

News in brief
Bovina residents file 
harassment suit against city 

AMARILLO, Texas (AP) — Nine people have filed 
a civil rights lawsuit against the city of Bovina, ac-
cusing a former police chief and other city officials 
of a pattern of harassment and extortion.

The lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court in Ama-
rillo on Friday alleges police officers and officials 
unlawfully arrested the residents in 2010 and 2011 
to generate revenue for the city, located about 80 
miles southwest of Amarillo.

The lawsuit says one man was arrested and paid 
a $324 fine because a number was not painted on 
the curb in front of his home even though he didn’t 
own the property.

The Amarillo Globe-News reports that that no one 
at Bovina City Hall was available to comment Fri-
day. An attorney for the residents declined to com-
ment on the case.

Houston man accused of 
killing ex-girlfriend, teen 

HOUSTON (AP) — A Houston man faces capital 
murder charges in the killings of his former girl-
friend and her teenage daughter who were found 
shot on Christmas Eve.

Curtis James Adams is accused of fatally shoot-
ing 35-year-old LaTasha Jones and 13-year-old Ja-
kaela Newhouse.

The Houston Chronicle reports that Adams was 
charged earlier this year with indecency with a 
child for a January incident involving the daugh-
ter. Court records show Adams denied any inap-
propriate behavior when interviewed by police.

Investigators believe the 44-year-old Adams shot 
Jones and her daughter, then left with his 7-year-
old son. Police say the boy saw one of the shootings. 
He’s now living with family members.

Adams remains jailed in Fort Bend County on ag-
gravated assault and firearm possession charges. 
An attorney has not been appointed to represent 
him.

Off-duty Texas firefighter 
dies in home fire 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A Texas sheriff says an 
off-duty San Antonio firefighter has died after a fire 
engulfed his mobile home.

Medina County Sheriff Randy Brown told the San 
Antonio Express-News that 31-Matthew Whitley of 
the San Antonio Fire Department was found dead 
in his home early Friday.

Brown said the cause had not been determined, 
but speculated that it may have been a space heater. 
The home was engulfed in flames when firefighters 
arrived shortly after midnight.

San Antonio Fire Department spokeswoman Deb-
orah Foster said the 10-year department veteran’s 
father is also a firefighter there.

Police: Texas man kills 
wife at nonprofit agency 

IRVING, Texas (AP) — Police say a Texas woman 
has died after her husband stabbed her at a local 
nonprofit agency.

Irving police say 47-year-old Roy Lee Gooden was 
booked into the Irving city jail Friday on a murder 
charge. They say Gooden attacked his wife, 55-year-
old Sharon Gooden, Friday morning at Irving 
Cares. The organization’s website says it offers a 
variety of social services, including a food pantry.

A police statement says the couple had arrived 
together Friday, but Roy Lee Gooden became an-

gry for an unknown reason and began stabbing his 
wife.

A security guard detained Gooden until police ar-
rived. His wife died later at a local hospital.

The Dallas Morning News reports that Roy Lee 
Gooden is a convicted felon with convictions for 
burglary, aggravated assault and driving while in-
toxicated.

Teen indicted in 
shootings of mother, sister 

WEATHERFORD, Texas (AP) — A North Texas 
teen has been indicted in the October shooting 
deaths of his mother and 15-year-old sister.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram reports 17-year-old 
Jake Evans was indicted Friday by a Parker Coun-
ty grand jury on one count of capital murder and 
two counts of murder in the deaths at the home in 
Aledo, located about 20 miles west of Fort Worth.

Parker County Assistant District Attorney Jeff 
Swain says that if convicted of capital murder, 
Evans will not face the death penalty because he 
was under 18 at the time of the offense. The murder 
charges carry a punishment of up to life in prison.

According to the indictment, the grand jury 
charged Evans with capital murder because the 
two deaths were caused “during the same criminal 
transaction.”

345 sharks found in 
illegal net in Gulf of Mexico 

BROWNSVILLE, Texas (AP) — The U.S. Coast 
Guard has pulled 345 dead sharks from an illegal 
net found floating off the coast of South Texas.

The Coast Guard says a crew from South Padre 
Island found the 5-mile long net about four miles 
off the coast and 17 miles north of the U.S.-Mexico 
border Monday.

Among the dead sharks were 225 black tip, 109 
bonnet and 11 bull sharks.

Coast Guard Cmdr. Daniel Deptula said in a state-
ment Wednesday that Mexican fisheries have been 
depleted by such fishing methods, which has led to 
more illegal fishing in U.S. waters. Use of such nets 
is illegal in Texas. Mexican fishermen often kill the 
sharks just for their fins.

U.S. oil, gas exploration 
rigs drop this week by 11 

HOUSTON (AP) — Oilfield services company 
Baker Hughes Inc. says the number of rigs actively 
exploring for oil and natural gas in the U.S. fell this 
week by 11, to 1,763.

Baker Hughes, based in Houston, said Friday that 
1,327 rigs were exploring for oil and 431 were search-
ing for gas. Five were listed as miscellaneous. A 
year ago, Baker Hughes counted 2,007 rigs.

Of the major oil- and gas-producing states, Alaska 
and West Virginia gained one rig each.

Texas declined by eight rigs and California and 
Louisiana each dropped two.

Arkansas, Colorado, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and Wyoming were un-
changed.

The rig count peaked at 4,530 in 1981 and bottomed 
at 488 in 1999.

Planned Parenthood seeks 
order in health program

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Planned Parenthood 
asked a Texas court on Friday to order the state 
to continue funding the organization’s preventive 
health care services for poor women until a trial 
can determine if the group’s ban is legal.

Judge Gary Harger said he would issue a decision 
on a two-week restraining order Monday afternoon. 
Another hearing to head arguments on a longer in-
junction is scheduled for Jan. 11.

The Republican-controlled Legislature last 
year passed a law banning clinics affiliated with 
Planned Parenthood from participating in state-
funded programs for poor women, even if all they 
provide is birth control and preventive health care. 
The law excludes anyone who advocates for abor-
tion rights, which Planned Parenthood does, from 
receiving state funds. State law already bans state 
funding for abortions or clinics that provide abor-
tions.
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January Activities
  Jan. 1 –  OFFICE CLOSED. Happy New Year!
  Jan. 2 –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                Movie, 1 p.m. “Tooth Fairy” 
  Jan. 3 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee Club, 10 a.m., Just Peachy Café
                Bunko, 4 p.m. (New Time)
  Jan. 4 –  Lunch Bunch & Birthdays, 11:30 a.m.
                Just Peachy Café, 
  Jan. 7 –  Games, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
  Jan. 8 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee@Parkplace, 10 a.m.
                Supper Club, 5:30 p.m., Casa Blanca 
  Jan. 9 –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                Movie, 1 p.m. “The Lorax”
Jan. 10 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee Club, 10 a.m., Just Peachy Café
Jan. 11 –  Pot Luck & Bingo, 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Jan. 14 –  Games, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Jan. 15 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Supper Club, 5:30 p.m., KC Steakhouse
Jan. 16 –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                Movie, 1 p.m. “Joyful Noise”
Jan. 17 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee Club, 10 a.m., Just Peachy Café
Jan. 21 –  Games, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Jan. 22 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Supper Club, 5:30 p.m., “Hunan’s”
Jan. 23 –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                No Movie Today!
Jan. 24 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee Club, 10 a.m., Just Peachy Café
                Healthy Woman, Four Fab Years, 4:30 - ?
Jan. 28 –  Games, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Jan. 29 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Supper Club, 5:30 p.m., “Cowboy’s”
Jan. 30 –  Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                Movie, 1 p.m. “The Help”
Jan. 31 –  Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                Coffee Club, 10 a.m., Just Peachy Café

Call Anita Cline today at 268-4721 to find out what 
the Circle is all about.

S p o n S o r e d  B y

Something special’s happening in the Circle.

233931

Charles Myers
Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
222735

News in brief
Indian woman who was 
gang-raped and severely 
beaten on a bus dies in 
Singapore hospital

NEW DELHI (AP) — Shocked In-
dians on Saturday were mourning 
the death of a woman who was gang-
raped and beaten on a bus in New Del-
hi nearly two weeks ago in an ordeal 
that galvanized people to demand 
greater protection for women from 
sexual violence.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh said he was aware of the emo-
tions the attack has stirred, adding it 
was up to all Indians to ensure that 
the young woman’s death will not 
have been in vain.

The victim “passed away peace-
fully” early Saturday at Mount Eliza-
beth hospital in Singapore with her 
family and officials of the Indian Em-
bassy by her side, Dr. Kevin Loh, the 
chief executive of the hospital, said in 
a statement.

After 10 days at a hospital in New 
Delhi, the Indian capital, the woman 
was brought Thursday to Mount Eliz-
abeth, which specializes in multi-or-
gan transplants. Loh said the woman 
had been in extremely critical condi-
tion since Thursday, and by late Fri-
day her condition had taken a turn 
for the worse, with her vital signs de-
teriorating.

“Despite all efforts by a team of 
eight specialists in Mount Elizabeth 
hospital to keep her stable, her con-
dition continued to deteriorate over 
these two days,” Loh said. “She had 
suffered from severe organ failure 
following serious injuries to her body 
and brain. She was courageous in 
fighting for her life for so long against 
the odds, but the trauma to her body 
was too severe for her to overcome.”

Burden shifts to Senate 
party leaders to work 
out fiscal deal as
 deadline closes in

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate lead-
ers rushed to assemble a last-ditch 
agreement to avoid middle-class tax 
increases and possibly delay steep 
spending cuts in an urgent attempt 
to find common ground after weeks of 
postelection gridlock.

An impatient President Barack 
Obama pressed top lawmakers to cut 
a deal before the year-end deadline, 
even one that falls short of the ambi-
tions he and congressional leaders 
may once have harbored for a bigger 
deficit reduction package.

“The hour for immediate action is 
here. It is now,” Obama declared.

Following a White House meeting 
Friday among Obama and congres-
sional leaders, aides to Senate Re-
publican leader Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky and Senate Majority Lead-
er Harry Reid, D-Nev., began racing 
against the clock for a bipartisan bar-
gain.

The leaders could present legisla-
tion to senators as early as Sunday, 
with a vote possible on Sunday or 
Monday.

Gay marriage law takes 
effect in Maine; couples 
tie the knot in the first 
hours of the new law

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — Arriv-
ing in a limo, Donna Galluzzo and 
Lisa Gorney had all the trappings of 
a traditional wedding: Rings, flowers, 
wedding vows, an entourage and a 
friend to officiate.

With tears in their eyes, they were 
among the first gay couples to ex-
change wedding vows early Satur-
day morning after Maine’s same-sex 
marriage law went into effect at mid-
night.

“We’re paving the way for people to 
go after us. I think it’s just amazing. 

It’s freeing. It’s what’s right,” an emo-
tionally drained Gorney said after 
their ceremony in front of City Hall.

After waiting years and seeing mar-
riage rights nearly awarded and then 
retracted, gay couples in Maine’s 
largest city didn’t have to wait a mo-
ment longer than necessary to wed, 
with licenses issued at the stroke of 
midnight as the law went into effect.

Steven Bridges and Michael Snell 
were the first in line, and they re-
ceived cheers from more than 200 
people waiting outside after they wed 
in the clerk’s office.

Woman hit with federal, 
state charges connected 
to guns used in N.Y. 
firefighter slayings

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — William 
Spengler raised no alarms in prison 
for 17 years and for more than a de-
cade afterward. Well-spoken, well-be-
haved and intelligent, his demeanor 
was praised by four straight parole 
boards that nevertheless denied him 
parole, worried that bludgeoning his 
92-year-old grandmother with a ham-
mer showed a violent streak that 
could explode again.

After his sentence was up in 1996, he 
stayed out of trouble until 2010, police 
said Friday. That’s when Spengler 
went to a sporting goods store with 
a neighbor’s daughter, picked out a 
Bushmaster semiautomatic rifle and 
a shotgun and had her buy the guns 
that the convicted felon couldn’t le-
gally possess. On Monday, he used 
the weapons to ambush firefighters 
lured to a blaze he set at his house in 
upstate Webster, killing two people 
and wounding three others before 
killing himself.

On Friday, state and federal author-
ities charged the woman who bought 
the guns, 24-year-old Dawn Nguyen, 
with lying on a form that said she 
would be the owner of the guns she 
bought for Spengler.

The charges involve the semiauto-
matic rifle and the 12-gauge shotgun 
that Spengler had with him Monday 
when volunteer firefighters Michael 
Chiapperini and Tomasz Kaczowka 
were gunned down. Three other peo-
ple, including two other firefighters, 
were wounded before the 62-year-old 
Spengler killed himself. He also had a 
.38-caliber revolver, but Nguyen is not 
connected to that gun, police said.

Contract extension averts 
dockworkers strike at East 
and Gulf coast ports

NEW YORK (AP) — Dockworkers 
along the East Coast and the Gulf of 
Mexico agreed Friday to extend their 
contract for more than a month, avert-
ing a weekend strike that could have 
crippled major ports from Boston to 
Houston and bottled up billions of dol-
lars’ worth of cargo.

Talks aimed at reaching a new con-
tract covering the 14,500 longshore-
men will continue during the exten-
sion, which runs through Feb. 6.

The dockworkers’ union and an al-
liance of port operators and shipping 
lines agreed to the extension after re-
solving one of the stickier points in 
their negotiations, involving royalty 
payments to longshoremen for each 
container they unload. Details were 
not disclosed.

Federal mediator George Cohen 
said the agreement on royalties was 
“a major positive step forward.”

U.S. banks closing year 
with strong profits and 
fewest failures since 2008 
financial crisis

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. banks 
are ending the year with their best 
profits since 2006 and fewer failures 
than at any time since the financial 

crisis struck in 2008. They’re helping 
support an economy slowed by high 
unemployment, flat pay, sluggish 
manufacturing and anxious consum-
ers.

As the economy heals from the 
worst financial crisis since the Great 
Depression, more people and busi-
nesses are taking out — and repaying 
— loans.

And for the first time since 2009, 
banks’ earnings growth is being driv-
en by higher revenue — a healthy 
trend. Banks had previously managed 
to boost earnings by putting aside less 
money for possible losses.

Signs of the industry’s gains:
— Banks are earning more. In the 

July-September quarter, the indus-
try’s earnings reached $37.6 billion, 
up from $35.3 billion a year earlier. It 
was the best showing since the July-
September quarter of 2006, long before 
the financial meltdown. By contrast, 
at the depth of the Great Recession in 
the last quarter of 2008, the industry 
lost $32 billion.

Venezuela’s vice 
president, others arrive 
in Havana to visit Chavez 
after cancer surgery

HAVANA (AP) — Venezuela’s vice 
president arrived in Havana to visit 
President Hugo Chavez as he recov-
ers from cancer surgery, Cuban offi-
cial media said early Saturday.

Communist Party newspaper Gran-
ma published online a photo of Vice 
President Nicolas Maduro being 
greeted at the airport in the Cuban 
capital by the island’s foreign minis-
ter, Bruno Rodriguez.

“From there, (Maduro) went di-
rectly to the hospital where President 
Hugo Chavez Frias is receiving treat-
ment to greet his family members and 
Venezuelan Science and Technology 
Minister Jorge Arreaza Monserrat, 
and to discuss with doctors the ad-
equate moment to visit the President 
the same day,” the paper said.

Granma added that Maduro was ac-
companied by Venezuelan Attorney 
General Cilia Flores.

The previous night in Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, Maduro did not specify how 
long he would be away but said En-
ergy Minister Hector Navarro would 
be in charge of government affairs in 
the meantime.

NRA envisions armed 
volunteers, but experts 
say trained police are 
needed for school security

WASHINGTON (AP) — The stu-
dent’s attack began with a shotgun 
blast through the windows of a Cali-
fornia high school. Rich Agundez, the 

El Cajon policeman assigned to the 
school, felt his mind shift into over-
drive.

People yelled at him amid the chaos 
but he didn’t hear. He experienced “a 
tunnel vision of concentration.”

While two teachers and three stu-
dents were injured when the glass 
shattered in the 2001 attack on Gran-
ite Hills High School, Agundez con-
fronted the assailant and wounded 
him before he could get inside the 
school and use his second weapon, a 
handgun.

The National Rifle Association’s re-
sponse to a Connecticut school massa-
cre envisions, in part, having trained, 
armed volunteers in every school in 
America. But Agundez, school safety 
experts and school board members 
say there’s a huge difference between 
a trained law enforcement officer who 
becomes part of the school family — 
and a guard with a gun.

The NRA’s proposal has sparked a 
debate across the country as gun con-
trol rises once again as a national is-
sue. President Barack Obama prom-
ised to present a plan in January to 
confront gun violence in the after-
math of the killing of 20 Sandy Hook 
Elementary School students and six 
teachers in Newtown, Conn.

With Chavez out of sight, 
confused Venezuelans 
don’t know what to believe 
about his health

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — He’s 
getting better. He’s getting worse. 
He’s already dead. The whole thing is 
a conspiracy and he was never sick in 
the first place.

The obsessive, circular conversa-
tions about President Hugo Chavez’s 
health dominate family dinners, 
plaza chit-chats and social media 
sites in this country on edge since its 
larger-than-life leader went to Cuba 
for emergency cancer surgery more 
than two weeks ago. The man whose 
booming voice once dominated the 
airwaves for hours at a time has not 
been seen or heard from since.

His lieutenants have consistently 
assured Venezuelans over the last 
week that Chavez is slowly on the 
mend and will be back at the helm of 
the country he has dominated for 14 
years. But when will he be back? Will 
he be well enough to govern? What 
type of cancer does he have? Is it ter-
minal? If so, how long does he have to 
live?

Government officials have not an-
swered any of those questions, leav-
ing Venezuelans to their own specula-
tions. The wildest conspiracy theories 
run the gamut from those who say 
there is no proof Chavez is even still 
alive to those who believe his illness 
is a made-up play for sympathy.
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Buckeasy’s
Beer To Go

1700 S. Gregg                             267-BUCK

21
82

03

Open
Christmas

Day!
Gift Cards

Available

Choate Well Service, Inc.

432-393-5231
218196

Don’t Drink & Drive
We Don’t Ask For An Arm Or

A Leg, But We Do Want Your TOWS!

Mitchem Wrecker
432-267-3747
TDLR005904947C 233922

Celebrate Safely!
Please Don’t Drink & Drive!

228323

And
Be Safe!

(432) 267-2895 22
96

63

If You Drink,
Don’t Drive!

Faye’s Flowers
1013l Gregg St.                                    432-267-2571

21
82

05

Celebrate Safely
Please don’t drink and drive!

From Your Friends At

Big Spring Printing
112 W. 2nd St.                               263-7644

23
38

61

22
94

67

1512 S. Gregg                                          
Big Spring, TX    
Tel. 432-263-1931
Fax 432-263-1402                                  

DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY SERVICE

FM 700 & Virginia        267-2584
OPEN: 7 AM-6 PM M-F  • 7 AM-5 PM SAT. 210157

All American Cabinets & Design
3208 East 11th Place • Big Spring, TX 79720

Dalton Lewis
432-263-6061

“Dream Kitchens Come True”
* Made In America *

23
62

40

Celebrate Safely! G&M AUTO900 E. 3rd 432-263-0808

228375

Budget struggle raising anxiety for healthcare
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Confused about the federal 
budget struggle? So are doc-
tors, hospital administrators 
and other medical profession-
als who serve the 100 million 
Americans covered by Medi-
care and Medicaid.

Rarely has the government 
sent so many conflicting sig-
nals in so short a time about 
the bottom line for the health 
care industry.

Cuts are coming, says 
Washington, and some could 
be really big. Yet more gov-
ernment spending is also be-
ing promised as President 
Barack Obama’s health care 
overhaul advances and mil-
lions of uninsured people 
move closer to getting govern-
ment-subsidized coverage.

“Imagine a person being 
told they are going to get a 
raise, but their taxes are also 
going to go up and they are 
going to be paying more for 
gas,” said Thornton Kirby, 
president of the South Caro-
lina Hospital Association. 
“They don’t know if they are 
going to be taking home more 
or less. That’s the uncertainty 
when there are so many vari-
ables in play.”

Real money is at stake for 

big hospitals and small medi-
cal practices alike. Govern-
ment at all levels pays nearly 
half the nation’s health care 
tab, with federal funds ac-
counting for most of that.

It’s widely assumed that a 
budget deal will mean cuts for 
Medicare service providers. 
But which ones? How much? 
And will Medicaid and subsi-
dies to help people get cover-
age under the health care law 
also be cut?

As House Speaker John 
Boehner famously said: “God 
only knows.” The Ohio Re-
publican was referring to the 
overall chances of getting a 
budget deal, but the same can 
be said of how health care — 
one-sixth of the economy — 
will fare.

“There is no political con-
sensus to do anything signifi-
cant,” said Dan Mendelson, 
president of Avalere Health, a 
market analysis firm. “There 
is a collective walking away 
from things that matter. All 
the stuff on the lists of options 
becomes impossible, because 
there is no give-and-take.”

As if things weren’t compli-
cated enough, doctors keep 
facing their own recurring 
fiscal cliff, separate from the 

bigger budget battle but em-
broiled in it nonetheless.

Come Jan. 1, doctors and 
certain other medical profes-
sionals face a 26.5 percent cut 
in their Medicare payments, 
the consequence of a 1990s 
deficit-reduction law gone 
awry. Lawmakers failed to re-
peal or replace that law even 
after it became obvious that 
it wasn’t working. Instead, 
Congress usually passes a 
“doc fix” each year to waive 
the cuts.

This year, the fix got hung 
up in larger budget politics. 
Although a reprieve is ex-
pected sooner or later, doc-
tors don’t like being told to sit 
in the congressional waiting 
room.

“It seems like there is a 
presumption that physicians 
and patients can basically tol-
erate this kind of uncertain-
ty while the Congress goes 
through whatever political 
machinations they are going 
through,” said Dr. Jeremy La-
zarus, president of the Amer-
ican Medical Association. 
“Our concern is that physi-
cian uncertainty and anxiety 
about being able to pay the 
bills will have an impact on 
taking care of patients.”

A recent government sur-
vey indicates that Medicare 
beneficiaries are having more 
problems when trying to find 
a new primary care doctor, 
and Lazarus said that will 
only get worse.

Adding to their unease, doc-
tors also face an additional 
reduction if automatic spend-
ing cuts go through. Those 
would be triggered if Obama 
and congressional leaders 
are unable to bridge partisan 
differences and strike a deal. 
They are part of the combi-
nation of tax increases and 
spending cuts dubbed the 
“fiscal cliff.”

Medicare service providers 
would get hit with a 2 per-
cent across-the-board cut, but 
Medicaid and subsidies for 
the uninsured under Obama’s 
health care overhaul would 
be spared. The Medicare cut 
adds up to about $120 billion 
over ten years, with 40 per-
cent falling on hospitals, ac-
cording to Avalare’s analysis. 
Nursing homes, Medicare 
Advantage plans and home 
health agencies also get hit.

The American Hospital As-
sociation says that would 
lead to the loss of hundreds 
of thousands of hospital jobs 

in a labor intensive industry 
that also generates employ-
ment for other businesses in 
local communities.

“It’s very difficult to be-
lieve hospitals can absorb the 
kinds of numbers they are 
talking about without reduc-
ing service or workforce,” 
said Kirby, the hospital as-
sociation head. “You may de-
cide that a service a hospital 
provides is not affordable — 
for example, obstetrics in a 
rural community — if you’re 
making a little bit of money 
or losing a little bit of money 
by continuing to deliver ba-
bies in a rural community.”

Independent analysts like 
Mendelson doubt that a 2 
percent Medicare cut to hos-
pitals would be catastrophic, 
but say it will cost jobs some-
where.

Even if there is a budget 
deal, the squeeze will be on.

The administration has pro-
posed $400 billion in health 
care cuts so far in the budget 
talks, coming mainly from 
Medicare spending. That’s 
only a starting point as far as 
Republicans are concerned. 
They also want to pare back 
Medicaid and Obama’s health 
care law.
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Big Spring’s Chazzell Robinson blocks a shot during a game against Seminole 
earlier in the season. The Steers lost their first two games at the Bridgeport 
Tournament over the weekend. Both defeats came at the hands of larger Fort 
Worth-area schools.

Steers drop two, Lady 
Steers split in opening 
games at tourneys
By BRIAN MCCORMACK     
Sports Editor

Big Spring
Boys
BRIDGEPORT — The Steers (5-12) 

met two larger schools Friday — 
Saginaw and Fort Worth Western 
Hills — and lost both outings as 
Big Spring dropped Game One to 
Saginaw 63-45 and Game Two to 
Western Hill 61-48.

Despite the mismatch in enrollment 
numbers, BSHS Head Coach Cliff 
Thompson cited a lack of consistency 
as the reason for the losses.

“We started off playing well against 
Saginaw, but then we had a terrible 
third quarter,” Thompson said. “We 
turned the ball over four or five 
times and (Saginaw) scored on all 
of them. We just didn’t play all four 
quarters.”

The second game was similar, 
except the Steers started slow and by 
the time they gained steam, it was 
too late to salvage a win.

Chazzell Robinson put up 12 
points.

“We only scored 11 in the first half,” 
Thompson explained. “You can’t go 
a whole half without hitting a jump 
shot and expect to win. We have the 
talent to play with these teams, we 
just can’t put four quarters together 
right now.”

Charles Green registered 12 points 
in the Steers’ second loss, while 
Tyler Wigington chipped in 10.

The Steers played again Saturday. 
Results will be in Monday’s edition 
of the Herald.

Girls
LUBBOCK — The opening game 

Thursday against Tulia didn’t go 
the Lady Steers’ way, as they fell to 
the Lady Hornets 52-43. The second 
round was kinder to BSHS as they 
pounded Floydada 42-20, with Logan 

Yarbar leading the team with 15 
points.

The Lady Steers (11-8) played 
Panhandle on Saturday. Look for 
results on Monday’s Herald.

Forsan
Boys
BIG LAKE — The Buffaloes kicked 

off the 82nd Mary Tatum Holiday 
Classic in Reagan County with a 
narrow, 54-52 loss to Fort Stockton.

In Round Two, Forsan rebounded 
with a 52-47 victory over Ozona as 
Kade Fannin led the Buffs with 13 
points, six steals and six rebounds. 
Aric Hernandez had a game-high 21 
points and Dillon Bagnall added 9.

The third and final game for 
Forsan was a hard-fought battle with 
Pecos. Fannin had 15 points and 11 
rebounds and Hernandez put up 
12 points, but it wasn’t enough as 
the Eagles eliminated the Buffaloes 
from tournament play, 62-56 in the 
semifinal round.

Girls
BIG LAKE — The Lady Buffaloes 

were vying for third place at the 
82nd Mary Tatum Holiday Classic as 
they met rival Stanton on Saturday 
to determine who would take away 
the bronze. Results will be printed in 
Monday’s Herald.

But first, Forsan had to take on 
host school Reagan County in the 
opening round, whom they scored a 
convincing 47-35 victory over. 

Forsan came away with a split 
after the second game, as Ballinger 
handed the Lady Buffs a 52-47 loss.

Ali Knight scored 16 and Reagan 
Haggard contributed 12 in the loss to 
Ballinger, while leading scorers in 
the win against Reagan County were 
Maria Ortiz with 12 and Brittney 
Hergert with 10.

See ROUNDUP, Page 10A

Texas Tech rallies to beat Minnesota 34-31
KRISTIE RIEKEN
AP Sports Writer

HOUSTON (AP) — Tex-
as Tech has had a difficult 
month since coach Tommy 
Tuberville left abruptly for 
the job at Cincinnati.

The struggles continued 
on Friday night, and the Red 
Raiders trailed Minnesota by 
a touchdown with just more 
than a minute left in the 
Meineke Car Care Bowl.

That was when seniors 
D.J. Johnson and Seth Doege 
came through with big plays 
to help Texas Tech to a 34-31 
win.

After Doege connected with 
Eric Ward on a 35-yard scor-
ing play to pull the Red Raid-
ers even at 31 with just more 
than a minute remaining, 
Johnson returned an inter-
ception 39 yards and Ryan 
Bustin made a 28-yard field 
goal as time expired to give 
the Red Raiders the win.

“We’ve overcome a lot of ad-
versity,” Johnson said. “To 

end my last play like that is a 
blessing.”

Michael Carter intercepted 
two of Doege’s passes in the 
fourth quarter before the ty-
ing score, but Minnesota 
couldn’t convert either of the 
turnovers into points.

“Things weren’t always go-
ing our way ... but we kept 
fighting and put ourselves in 
a position to win the game,” 
Doege said.

The Red Raiders (8-5) got 
their third straight bowl vic-
tory to end their trying sea-
son on a high note.

Texas Tech has hired Kliff 
Kingsbury to replace Tuber-
ville, but interim coach Chris 
Thomsen led the team against 
Minnesota (6-7). Kingsbury 
was at the game, watching 
from a suite.

Doege threw for 271 yards 
and a touchdown and ran 
for another score in front of 
a crowd that included 1977 
Heisman Trophy winner Earl 
Campbell and former Tech 

coach Spike Dykes.
“More than anything I cred-

it those players,” Thomsen 
said of Johnson and Doege. 
“They really held it together 
... to get to make those plays 
after they struggled. They 
kept their poise and confi-
dence and continued to stay 
in there and battle.”

Philip Nelson threw for 138 
yards and two scores for the 
Gophers, who were in a bowl 
game for the first time since 
2009.

“I think our kids played 
hard tonight; they played 
their guts out, and I appreci-
ate that,” Minnesota coach 
Jerry Kill said. “We just 
couldn’t make a play at a crit-
ical time.”

The Red Raiders returned 
to a bowl after having their 
18-season bowl streak snapped 
last year.

A 1-yard touchdown pass 
from Nelson to Drew Goodger 
gave Minnesota a 31-24 lead 
early in the fourth quarter.

Texas Tech led 24-17 at half-
time, but couldn’t do anything 
offensively in the second half 
until the last couple of min-
utes. It was an ugly game for 
the Red Raiders, who had 13 
penalties for 135 yards and 
lost the tight end Jace Am-
aro when he was ejected for 
throwing a punch.

Jakeem Grant ran for what 
was initially ruled a touch-
down for Tech late in the 
third quarter. Amaro threw a 
punch at Derrick Wells in the 
end zone on the play and was 
ejected.

After the penalty, the play 
was reviewed and overturned. 
Doege threw an incomplete 
pass before Tech made a 32-
yard field goal. But the Red 
Raiders had a false start pen-
alty on the play and had to 
kick again and this time the 
Gophers blocked it.

Nelson threw a 17-yard 
touchdown pass to Devin 
Crawford-Tufts, who was left 
uncovered in the end zone, to 

tie it 24-all early in the third 
quarter.

Donnell Kirkwood scored 
on a 3-yard run to leave Min-
nesota up 17-14 early in the 
second quarter.

Texas Tech had a first-and-
goal at the Minnesota 2 after a 
pass-interference call on the 
Gophers. But Texas Tech had 
to settle for a field goal after a 
rush for a 3-yard loss and two 
penalties.

Minnesota’s next drive 
started out well before turn-
ing ugly. The Gophers had 
made two first downs before 
MarQueis Gray was sacked 
for a loss of 7 yards. Kirk-
wood ran for 17 yards on the 
next play, but Minnesota re-
ceived two 15-yard penalties 
on the play, one for a personal 
foul on lineman Zac Epping, 
to make it second-and-42. Ep-
ping received a second per-
sonal foul penalty on the next 
play to bring up third-and-49.

See RALLY, Page 10A

AP source: UT’s McCoy, Hicks suspended
Texas has sent home backup 

quarterback Case McCoy and in-
jured linebacker Jordan Hicks on 
the eve of the Alamo Bowl in San 
Antonio for violating team rules, 
a person with knowledge of the 
suspensions told The Associated 
Press.

The person spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity Friday 
because the school wasn’t releas-
ing the names of the suspended 
players. The person said the play-
ers violated curfew.

Coach Mack Brown addressed 
the situation during a previously 
schedule news conference Friday 
and referred to a KENS-TV report 

that police were investigating 
two unidentified Texas players in 
an alleged sexual assault at a San 
Antonio hotel.

“This has been reported: We had 
a couple young men that broke 
team rules last night. They have 
been suspended from the team and 
they will be sent home,” Brown 
said at a previously scheduled 
news conference in San Antonio. 
“They will not be available for the 
game and I will not address any 
more questions in that matter.”

Sgt. Javier Salazar, a San Anto-
nio police spokesman, said only 
that detectives are in the early 
stages of investigating a case of al-

leged sexual assault in the down-
town area. Investigators are inter-
viewing witnesses and collecting 
forensic evidence, he said.

A heavily redacted police report 
says a 21-year-old woman told po-
lice she believed she was assault-
ed around 2 a.m. Friday after in-
viting two men to her hotel room. 
The report shows only that the 
men are students and that one is 
21 and the other is 20. The woman 
told police that she had had sev-
eral drinks when she invited the 
men to her hotel.

The woman said one of the men 
assaulted her while the other “just 
stood there and watched.” 

Nuggets drop Mavs 106-85
DALLAS (AP) — Da-

nilo Gallinari was the 
European big man hit-
ting 3-pointers, and he 
spoiled Dirk Nowit-
zki’s first home game 
for the Dallas Maver-
icks since coming back 
from knee surgery.

The Denver forward 
was 7 of 11 from long 
range and finished 
with a career-high 39 
points as the Nuggets 
handed the Mavericks 
their fifth straight 
loss, 106-85, on Friday 
night.

“He was one of the 

best players in the 
game,” Gallinari, a 
6-foot-10 forward from 
Italy, said of the 7-foot 
Nowitzki from Ger-
many. “So you always 
try to follow and learn 
from the best. I’ve 
watched a lot of videos 
from him.”

Nowitzki, who missed 
the first 27 games after 
surgery late in the pre-
season, had five points 
in 17 minutes in his 
third game back. “I 
was a step slow,” Now-
itzki said. “That was 
obvious.”
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MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

Want Immediate 
Results? Try the 

NEW

• FDA Approved

• Clinically Proven

• No Surgery Required

• Safe & Painless

Call Today To Schedule 
An Appointment!

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 W. FM 700

Big Spring, TX 79720
www.bodyfocusspa.com

(432) 264-1900

*OFFER SUBJECT TO CHANGE
235921

Ultra
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Coahoma
Boys
BIG LAKE — Tanner 

Ruiz continues to shine 
for the Bulldogs as he 
led Coahoma to a 53-43 
victory over San Angelo 
TLCA, scoring 19 points. 
Braxton Iden added 
nine and Alex Hill put 
up eight.

Host team Reagan 
County was eliminated 
by Coahoma in the sec-
ond round as the Bull-
dogs downed the Owls 
45-39.

Ruiz contributed a 
game-high 21 points 
and had six steals and 
Braxton Iden put up 
six points and got eight 
rebounds.

Coahoma squared off 
against rival Stanton to 
determine the tourna-
ment championship Sat-
urday. Results will be 
published in Monday’s 
edition of the Herald.

Girls
BIG LAKE — The Bull-

dogettes fell to 7-14 on 
the season after going 1-3 
in the 82nd Mary Tatum 
Holiday Classic. 

Sonora — who is play-
ing for first place — 
routed Coahoma in their 

opening game, 67-37, 
but the Bulldogettes 
came back in the seond 
round Friday, pummel-
ing San Angelo TLCA 
55-18. Game Three came 
against host Reagan 
County, who eleimi-
nated CHS by a score of 
42-27.

With district play 
about to begin, Coa-
homa Head Coach Paul 
Hartman feels his team 
has grown, despite the 
lopsided win-loss ratio.

“We have improved 
in many areas and will 
continue to do so,” Hart-
man said. “We feel we 
are prepared for the dis-
trict season and have 
a goal of competing for 
a playoff spot. Our dis-
trict will be very com-
petetive.”

Stanton
Boys
BIG LAKE — The 

Buffs played Coahoma 
for the Reagan County 
tournament champion 
(see results in Monday’s 
Herald) after earning 
their way to the top of 
the bracket by pounding 
McCamey 67-25 Thurs-
day in the opener and 
following it up with a 
53-39 victory over Fort 
Stockton in the second 
round.

Girls

BIG LAKE — Splitting 
the first two games, the 
Lady Buffs played for 
third place against For-
san on Saturday (results 
will be in Monday’s Her-
ald), after soundly beat-
ing pecos 55-15 Thursday 
before falling to Sonora 
by a score of 55-28 in the 
second round.

Garden City
Boys
LENORAH — The 

Bearkats have climbed 
up to a No. 15 state rank 
and proved why after 
notching a win Friday 
to open the Grady Black 
& White Cotton Classic.

The victims were Ira, 
whom Garden City nar-
rowly defeated, 40-37. 
Corbin Davis led the 
Bearkats with 11 points 
and Sam Miller added 
10.

Garden City met 
Grady in the winner’s 
bracket Saturday. See 
Monday’s Herald for 
further results.

Girls
LENORAH — Holly 

Halfmann led the 
Ladykats with 20 points 
and Carlie Hollinsworth 
added 10 as Garden City 
routed Midland Trinity 
in their opening match-
up at the Black & Gold 
Cotton Classic. 

Halfmann struck 
again — this time with 
18 points in Game Two. 
The Ladykats embar-
rassed Ira 73-20 and 
played host school 
Grady on Saturday for 
the tournament cham-
pionship. See Monday’s 
edition of the Herald for 
results.

GRADY
Boys
LENORAH — The 

Wildcats earned their 
way to the winner’s 
bracket by defeating 
Wink 67-40 in the open-
ing round of the Black & 
White Cotton Classic on 
Friday. 

Powered by Brandon 
Lucas and E.J. Rodri-
guez — who each scored 
15 points — and Michael 
Jiminez, who added 12, 
the Wildcats met Gar-
den City on Saturday. 
Look for results in Mon-
day’s Herald.

Girls
LENORAH — Lady 

Wildcat ace Ellyn Avery 
scored a combined 42 
points in Grady’s first 
two wins as they hosted 
the Black & White Cot-
ton Classic.

First, Grady knocked 
off Lovington, N.M., 
58-22. In the second 
round, The Lady Wild-
cats smashed Wink 
62-30. 

The victories guaran-
teed Grady a spot in the 
championship game, 
where they met Garden 
City on Saturday. See 
Monday’s Herald for 
results.

Other scores:
• Sands (boys) defeat-

ed Pampa, 48-47. Thom-
asson, 17; Timmins, 10. 
Next vs. Perryton.

RALLY
Continued from page 9A

“We just made some errors that I 
wish we hadn’t made,” Kill said.

Christian Eldred shanked the punt, 
giving Texas Tech the ball at the Min-
nesota 42.

The Red Raiders capitalized on their 
great field position when Doege spun 
away from a defender in the backfield 
and leaped over another Gopher near 
the goal line on a 4-yard touchdown 
run. 

Tech converted a fourth-and-6 play 

on that drive, and led 24-17 at half-
time.

Minnesota’s Rodrick Williams Jr. 
scored on a 2-yard run to give the Go-
phers a 10-7 lead in the first quarter.

Doege lost his helmet on a 5-yard 
scramble on Tech’s next drive and 
had to go out for one play. He was re-
placed by Michael Brewer, who found 
Derreck Edwards for a 13-yard touch-
down pass to give the Red Raiders a 
14-10 lead.

The Gophers ended that drive with 
a 41-yard field goal to make it 3-0.

Texas Tech’s Grant returned the 
ensuing kickoff 99 yards for a touch-
down to put Texas Tech up 7-3.
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Floors
Even if you vacuum regularly,
floors and carpets could use 
a deep down cleaning now 
and then. 

n For carpeted areas — Start
by vacuuming as usual, to
pick up surface debris. Move
as much furniture out of the
room as possible. (If you
can’t move it, put some
plastic under it to protect the
legs.) If you don’t want to
rent a carpet cleaner, you can
use a handheld electric spot
scrubber to remove stains.

n For hardwood or vinyl tile
areas — Vacuum as usual.
Remove as much furniture as
possible. Use a steam mop to
clean and sanitize the floor.
Many models have triangular
pads to help you get into
corners and around furniture
more easily.

n For other tiled areas — 
If your tile is natural stone,
treat stains based on type. 
If the stain is calcium based,
from grout buildup, mineral
deposits or hard water, use a
pH balanced cleaner for stone.

Bathroom
Freshen up the bathroom with
these simple cleaning tricks.

n Take care of the tub by
scrubbing with baking soda
on a clean, damp sponge.
Rinse, then wipe dry. You
can clean and deodorize 
your vinyl shower curtain 
by giving it the same baking
soda treatment.

n If you have stone, granite
or marble surfaces, use a
cleaner made specifically 
for those materials, such 
as DuPont™ Soap Scum
Remover or DuPont Mold
and Mildew Stain Remover
for natural stone. Some
general purpose cleaners 
may contain acids, bleach or
ammonia that could break
down the sealer on natural
stone, making the surface
more likely to stain.

n Brighten up the bathroom
by cleaning the window,
mirrors, light fixtures and
even the light bulbs with
multipurpose surface wipes.

Kitchen
Take care of those areas that
might not get daily attention.

n Empty the refrigerator
and toss anything out of date
or that looks like a science
experiment. Remove the
shelves and bins, giving 
them a good cleaning with 
a solution of 1/4 cup multi-
surface cleaner and one
gallon of warm water. Rinse
and dry thoroughly before
putting them back.

n Clean and sanitize surfaces
that come into contact with
food. To sanitize washable
hard, nonporous surfaces
such as granite, without
damaging them, spray
DuPont Sanitizer for Sealed
Natural Stone. Spray until
thoroughly wet and leave it
for one minute. Wipe with a
clean cloth or let air dry —
do not rinse. Learn more tips
to care for natural stone at
www.dupont.com/jbtips. 

n Use a duster with a long
handle to clean in higher
areas, such as the tops of
cabinets, ceiling corners,
vents and recessed lighting
fixtures.

Clutter
Conquering clutter will make
your home look better right
away.

n Divide and conquer — 
Sort items into piles for
storing, donating or throwing
away. When you’ve tossed
the junk and donated desig -
nated items, it’s time to start
storing.

n Give everything a home —
Instead of putting things 
into whatever container you
might have, look for storage
containers to fit your particu -
lar needs. You can find
flexible containers to slide
under beds or fit into closet
corners; clear totes to hold
toys or larger items; divided
drawer inserts to organize
desk and “junk” drawers; and
even attractive baskets and
boxes that can store what
you need while adding color
and design to the room.

Furniture
In order to keep your furniture
looking its best, you need to 
do more than simply dust now
and then.

n For upholstered furniture
— Vacuum upholstery and
spot clean as needed. For
leather pieces, you can get
rid of old marks and stains
with a specially formulated
remover. Use oil-free leather
cleaner and protector to keep
the original look and feel of
the leather.

n For wood furniture — 
To remove grime and other
residues, use a purifying
wood cleaner, then follow up
with a revitalizing furniture
wood polish. It will help
enhance and preserve the
wood’s natural beauty.

Appliances
They take up a lot of real 
estate in the home — make
sure they’re clean, too.

n Washing machines can
build up a sticky residue
inside. If your machine does
not have a specific washer
cleaning cycle, add liquid
chlorine bleach to the dis -
penser and run a normal
cycle with hot water.

n Check the drain area of
your dishwasher and
remove any bits of food or
small items. Place a bowl,
right side up, in the top rack
and fill it with one cup of
white vinegar. With nothing
else inside, run the dish -
washer on its shortest cycle
to remove soap scum and
hard water buildup.

n Don’t forget the outside of
your appliances. For light
cleaning, dilute 1/4 cup
multi-purpose cleaner in 
a gallon of warm water. 
Wipe your washer, dryer 
and refrigerator clean. For
tougher cleaning, use some
full-strength multi-purpose
cleaner directly on a sponge.
Rinse surfaces thoroughly
with plain water afterwards.
Regular cleaners can leave
residue on stainless steel
surfaces, however, so use 
a product such as DuPont
Stainless Steel Cleaner that
will clean now and resist
fingerprints and grease 
later on.

FAMILY FEATURES 

G iving your home a

good cleaning doesn’t

have to be a big chore. You can

make the whole house look and

feel fresher by focusing on a

few key areas.

Photos courtesy of Getty Images



Jacob 
Tyrell 
Moore

Jacob Tyrell 
Moore, a boy, 
was born at 2:25 
p.m. Nov. 26, 
2012, weighing 
8 pounds and 
15 ounces and 
was 20 and one-
fourth inches in 

length.
He is the son of Tommy and Tawna Moore of Big 

Spring.
Grandparents are Wayne Jacobs and the late 

Sherry Jacobs, Glenda Williams, Donnie Moore 
and Tonya Krause.

Jacob Tyrell was welcomed home by big sis-
ter Ryleigh Jo 
Moore.

Kynlee Rae 
Vanderpool

Kynlee Rae 
Vanderpool, a 
girl, was born 
at 7:45 a.m. Dec. 
15, 2012, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 
10 ounces and 
was 19 and one-
quarter inches 
in length.

She is the 
daughter of 
Jeanette Rene 
Vanderpool and 
Matthew Wil-
liam Vanderpool of Big Spring.

Grandparents are Maria Ester Tarin and Jesse 
Tarin and Janie and Willie Vanderpool.

Kynlee Rae is welcomed home by siblings Au-
maris Vanderpool, 6, Ashlyn Vanderpool, 5, and 
Zacharian Vanderpool, 1.

Aubree Marie Pierce
Aubree Marie Pierce, a girl, was born at 4:31 p.m. 

on Dec. 18, 2012, weighing 5 pounds, 14 ounces, and 
was 17-1/2 inches in length.

She is the daughter of Derek Pierce and Stacie 
Pierce of Big Spring.

Grandparents are Junior Hilario (Francis Hilario 
step-mom), Michelle Leos, Randy Pierce and Kelly 
Hankins.

Michael 
Rey Aguilar

Michael Rey 
Aguilar, a boy, 
was born at 
2:06 p.m. Dec. 
14, 2012, weigh-
ing 6 pounds, 
13 ounces and 
was 20 inches in 
length.

Parents are 
Gabriel and 
Rachel Aguilar 
of Big Spring. 
Grandparents 
are Lorenzo and 
Mary Juarez 
and the late 
Raul and Amelia Agui-
lar.

The baby was wel-

comed home by siblings 
Gabriella, Gabriel and 
Daniel.

Zachary Michael De-
gnan and Hayley Ann 
Wigington would like to 
announce their engage-
ment.

The bride is the 
daughter of Bill and 
Sherri Wigington of Big 
Spring, Texas, and Tom 
and Kenda Land of Mid-
land, Texas. The bride 
is the granddaughter 
of Burnell and the late 
Robert Wigington of Big 
Spring, Sandra Flowers 
Teply of Riverside, Ca-
lif., Glen Teply of Cedar 
Pines Park, Calif., and 
the late Patricia Flow-
ers of Big Spring.

The groom is the son 
of Shane and Michelle 

Degnan of Midland. 
The groom is the grand-
son of Jessie and Bettie 
Crompton of Evanston, 
Wyo., and Robert and 
Midge Degnan of Idaho.

Hayley was a 2007 

graduate of Big Spring 
High School, and is now 
employed with Midland 
Memorial Hospital. 
Zachary graduated also 
in 2007 from Evanston 
(Wyo.) High School, and 

is currently an occupa-
tion operator with Cudd 
Pressure Control.

Hayley & Zachary 
have planned a spring 
wedding in March of 
2013 in Midland.
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Our Featured Couple of the week  has selected from our extensive
line of Pottery, China, Crystal, Flatwear, Serving Pieces, Furniture, 

and Home Decor.
Included Below Are Our Other Registrees:

k Jordan Chesworth & Ricky Crawford
  k Katie Singleton & Garrett Fulton
k Jill Johansen & Christopher Turner

k Lori Straley & Wesley Miller

Elrod’s Accents
Inside Elrod’s Furniture

2309 Scurry                  432-267-8491

23
59

31

SHOWER:  January 12  •  WEDDING:  February 6

Lori Straley
Bride Elect Of

Wesley Miller Hangar 25 Air Museum’s annual fundraiser is coming up in January!

The Silver Wings Ball will be

Saturday January 12, 2013 at the newly restored

Hotel Settles
Ballroom

Evening events will begin at 6:00pm with a cocktail hour.
Join us for a night of dining, dancing, and live auction

Tickets will go quickly, 
so get yours today!

Tickets for the event will cost $50
Reserve a Table for $400

DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS: 
JANUARY 5TH

Contact Hangar 25 or Gloria McDonald for tickets
(432) 264-1999 or (432) 270-3644

or hangar25@crcom.net

Cash
Bar

Live
Auction

233929

Engagements▼   Blum’s Jewelry
sponsored by  In The Big Spring Mall. • 267-6335

Wigington 
and 

Degnan

Lucas
and

Clark

Zachary Degnan and Hayley Wigington

BETHLEHEM, Pa. — David and 
Jennifer Lucas announce the en-
gagement of their daughter Aman-
da Lucas, to Kendell Clark, son of 
Julie Clark of Peru and Tony Clark 
of Ashland, Maine.

Amanda is a graduate of Upstate 
Medical University with a doctor-
ate of physical therapy. She is a 
physical therapist for Good Shep-
herd Rehabilitation in Northamp-
ton, Pa. She is the granddaughter 
of Veronica and the late Charles 
Moore, formerly from Big Spring, 
and Newell and Wanda Lucas of 
San Angelo.

Kendell is a graduate of the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology with 
a masters in electrical engineer-
ing. He is a senior project electri-
cal engineer for Lutron Electron-
ics in Coopersburg, Pa.

The couple currently resides in 
Bethlehem, Pa. and plan to cel-
ebrate their wedding in Orefield, 
Pa. on Sept. 8, 2013.

Kendell Clark and Amanda Lucas

Births▼

Contact the Herald at 
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

Big Spring State 
Hospital patients are in 
need of warm clothing. 
Clean items should be 

taken to the Community 
Relations Office near 
the south entrance of 
the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. 

Highway 87. Clothing 
that cannot be used by 
the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s 

Chalet Resale Shop for 
sale to raise money for 
patient needs. Men’s 
clothing and larger-
sized clothing are 
always in need. For 
more information, call 
Melissa Adams, BSSH 
program coordinator, at 
432 268-7730.

Chalet could use your assistance



Business and agriculture
Do you have an interesting 
item for the Business and 
Agriculture pages? Call the 
Herald at 263-7331.
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Energy Watch
 

Bhupen Agrawal is branch 
manager and a managing 
director — investments for 
the Wells Fargo Advisors 
Midland office.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior 
registered client associate and 
the senior associate to the 
branch manager.

As of Tuesday morning (Dec. 18), it appears that 
some sort of compromise is being worked out be-
tween President Obama and Speaker of the House 
Boehner to avoid the full effects of the “fiscal 
cliff” tax increases and spending cuts that are due 
to kick in on Jan. 1. While details of the discus-
sions are fluid at this point, some media outlets 
are reporting that the arrangement being dis-
cussed would involve a roughly equal amount of 
tax increases and spending cuts. The amount be-
ing bandied about is in the $1.2 trillion range over 
a 10-year period. Therefore, this one-to-one ratio 
between tax increases and spending reductions 
would total approximately $2.4 trillion of “deficit 
reduction” over the next decade, or $240 billion 
each year. Keep in mind that the Congressional 
Budget Office has pegged the 2012 U.S. budget defi-
cit at $1.1 trillion. This would make a dent in the 
budget deficit but hardly solve the problem. The 
bigger, tougher decisions would get kicked down 
the road.

And how will the market react to such a deal? 
We have been looking for a minor compromise 
that would raise taxes on a small segment of the 
population and cut spending in some narrow way. 
That appears to be the direction we are headed. 
The idea of $3 in spending cuts for every $1 in tax 
increases that some of our elected officials dis-
cussed only a few months ago has apparently been 
thrown out the window. But the market seems to 
be willing to accept a deal that would balance the 
cuts in spending with increased tax revenues. 
This would help clear up any near-term uncer-
tainty. In addition, there is talk on the Street that 
the deal may include an agreement to raise the 
debt ceiling. Indeed, as of this writing, the S&P 
500 has been in rally mode for the last two days 
in response to the most recent proposals to avoid 
the cliff.

In our opinion, if such a minor compromise is 
reached, it is unlikely that the market would surge 
in a sustainable manner from current levels. At 
least some of the enthusiasm is likely already 
priced into equities. There is much more work to 
be done on fiscal issues in the year to come, and 
the economy continues to grow at a sub-par pace. 
We see the economy growing at a below-trend 2.5 
percent in the coming year.

Once we get past the fiscal cliff uncertainty, in-
vestors will likely refocus on the modest growth/
modest inflation economy. Stocks can do well in 
that environment. Additional potential positives 
include: a Federal Reserve that will continue to 
provide plenty of liquidity to the economy in the 
form of low interest rates; improved consumer 
confidence; and a slowly improving labor market. 
We have had two meaningful pullback opportuni-
ties to put a portion of sideline cash to work this 
year. Beyond the cliff, other potential opportuni-
ties may present themselves.

The outlook for stocks is good. If you have side-
line cash that is targeted for the equity markets, 
be ready to act.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 
This article was produced on Dec. 18 by Scott Wren, 
Wells Fargo Advisors senior equity strategist, and 
provided courtesy of Bhupen Agrawal, managing 
director - branch manager of Wells Fargo Advisors’ 
Midland office, at 432-684-7335. The material has been 
prepared or is distributed solely for informational 
purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to buy or 
sell any security, or instrumental to participate in any 
trading strategy. Stocks offer long-term growth poten-
tial, but may fluctuate more and provide less current 
income than other investments. An investment in the 
stock market should be made with an understanding 
of the risks associated with common stocks, including 
market fluctuations.
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Longtime Big Spring 
State Hospital 
Employee Michael 
Salazar received 
his 35-year Service 
Award from Chief 
Nurse Executive 
Stormy Ward and 
Program Specialist 
V Mique Yarbar 
recently. Salazar 
started as a mental 
health worker on the 
substance abuse unit 
in 1977. He currently 
works as a rehabilita-
tion teacher in the 
Activity Therapies 
Department.

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) 
— Energy companies 
behind the oil boom on 
the Northern Plains are 
increasingly turning to 
an industrial-age work-
horse — the locomotive 
— to move their crude 
to refineries across the 
U.S., as plans for new 
pipelines stall and exist-
ing lines can’t keep up 
with demand.

Delivering oil thou-
sands of miles by rail 
from the heartland to 
refineries on the East, 
West and Gulf coasts 

costs more, but it can 
mean increased prof-
its — up to $10 or more 
a barrel — because of 
higher oil prices on the 
coasts. That works out 
to about $700,000 per 
train.

The parade of mile-
long trains carrying 
hazardous material out 
of North Dakota and 
Montana and across the 
country has experts and 
federal regulators con-
cerned. Rail transport is 
less safe than pipelines, 
they say, and the prolif-

eration of oil trains rais-
es the risk of a major de-
railment and spill.

Since 2009, the number 
of train cars carrying 
crude hauled by major 
railroads has jumped 
from about 10,000 a year 
to a projected 200,000 in 
2012. Much of that has 
been in the Northern 
Plains’ Bakken crude 
patch, but companies 
say oil trains are roll-
ing or will be soon from 
Texas, Colorado and 
western Canada.

“This is all occurring 

very rapidly, and his-
tory teaches that when 
those things happen, 
unfortunately, the next 
thing that is going to oc-
cur would be some sort 
of disaster,” said Jim 
Hall, a transportation 
consultant and former 
chairman of the Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board.

Rail companies said 
the industry places a 
priority on safety and 
has invested heavily in

See TRAINS, Page 4B

Trains carrying more oil 
across U.S. amid boom 

Associated Press photo

MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Vladimir Putin on Friday signed 
a law banning Americans from 
adopting Russian children, 
abruptly terminating the pros-
pects for more than 50 youngsters 
preparing to join new families 
and sparking critics to liken him 
to King Herod.

The move is part of a harsh 
response to a U.S. law targeting 
Russians deemed to be human 
rights violators. Although some 

top Russian officials including 
the foreign minister openly op-
posed the bill, Putin signed it less 
than 24 hours after receiving it 
from Parliament, where it passed 
both houses overwhelmingly.

The law also calls for the clo-
sure of non-governmental orga-
nizations receiving American 
funding if their activities are 
classified as political — a broad 
definition many fear could be 
used to close any NGO that of-

fends the Kremlin.
The law takes effect Jan. 1, the 

Kremlin said. Children’s rights 
ombudsman Pavel Astakhov said 
52 children who were in the pipe-
line for U.S. adoption would re-
main in Russia.

The ban is in response to a mea-
sure signed into law by Presi-
dent Barack Obama this month 
that calls for sanctions against 
Russians assessed to be human 
rights violators.

Putin signs anti-U.S. adoptions bill 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
banks are ending the year 
with their best profits since 
2006 and fewer failures than 
at any time since the finan-
cial crisis struck in 2008. 
They’re helping support an 
economy slowed by high un-
employment, flat pay, slug-
gish manufacturing and anx-
ious consumers.

As the economy heals from 
the worst financial crisis 
since the Great Depression, 
more people and businesses 
are taking out — and repay-

ing — loans.
And for the first time since 

2009, banks’ earnings growth 
is being driven by higher 
revenue — a healthy trend. 
Banks had previously man-
aged to boost earnings by put-
ting aside less money for pos-
sible losses.

Signs of the industry’s 
gains:

— Banks are earning more. 
In the July-September quar-
ter, the industry’s earnings 
reached $37.6 billion, up from 
$35.3 billion a year earlier. It 

was the best showing since 
the July-September quarter of 
2006, long before the financial 
meltdown. By contrast, at the 
depth of the Great Recession 
in the last quarter of 2008, the 
industry lost $32 billion.

— Banks are lending a bit 
more freely. The value of 
loans to consumers rose 3.2 
percent in the 12 months that 
ended Sept. 30 compared with 
the previous 12 months, ac-
cording to data from the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corp. 
More lending fuels more 

consumer spending, which 
drives about 70 percent of eco-
nomic activity. At the same 
time, overall lending remains 
well below levels considered 
healthy over the long run.

— Fewer banks are consid-
ered at risk of failure. In July 
through September, the num-
ber of banks on the FDIC’s 
confidential “problem list” 
fell for a sixth straight quar-
ter. These banks numbered 
694 as of Sept. 30 — about 9.6 
percent of all federally in-
sured banks. At its peak in the 

first quarter of 2011, the num-
ber of troubled banks was 888, 
or 11.7 percent of all federally 
insured institutions.

— Bank failures have de-
clined. In 2009, 140 failed. In 
2010, more banks failed — 157 
— than in any year since the 
savings and loan crisis of the 
early 1990s. In 2011, regulators 
closed 92. This year, the num-
ber of failures has trickled to 
51. That’s still more than nor-
mal. In a strong economy, an 
average of only four or five 
banks close annually. 

Fewer U.S. banks failing as industry strengthens 
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Howard County 
Justice of the Peace Out-
standing IBC 
Warrants:

Sherri Monique Aldridge, 
1507 E. Sixth St., Big Spring

Carol J. Anderson, PO Box 
1143, Stanton

Patricia Ann Bacon, 5700 
Cedar Rd. Apt. 2, Big Spring

Amanda Nicole Bair, 1103 
E. 15th St., Big Spring

Charles Howard Baker, 118 
Shiloh, Victoria

Jessica Lynn Banks, CR 
1200, Lubbock

Johnny Barraza, 429 
Westover, Big Spring

Tommy Billalba Jr., 3614 
Hamilton, Big Spring

Jennifer Leigh Black, 1405 
E. Barton, Temple

William Riley Bounds, 1818 
Corsicana, Dallas

Joe Ray Brown, 902 
Hickory, Abilene

Vanessa Calderon, 1504 
Kentucky, Big Spring

Emily Denise Carrillo, 2610 
Albrook, Big Spring

Donald Cervantes, 1211 
Lloyd, Big Spring

Trystan Taelor Cevallos, 
3912 E. Hwy. 350, Big Spring

Joshua Adam Cisneros, 
802 Culp, Coahoma

Melissa Cisneros, 1810 S. 
Benton, Big Spring

Christoval Corralez, 1105 
N. Nolan, Big Spring

Melissa Crawford, 1207 
Mulberry, Big Spring

Jennifer R. Crow, 1714 Fort 
Worth, Brownwood

Montie Dee Daniels, 2606 
Chanute, Big Spring

Julie E. Davis, 5202 Ban-
gor Ave. Apt. K301, Lubbock

Stefan Deal, 102 Casie Ln. 
Apt. 1, Fort Worth

Manuel Delosrios, 707 
Lorilla, Big Spring

Teana Demeny-Roberts, 
5601 N. Service Rd., Big 
Spring

Delores Dohnalik, 1500 
Stones Throw, Horseshoe 
Bay

Michael Angelo Dorado, 
2202 William Rd., Big Spring

Josepy James Eckert, 1123 
Newhaven Trail, Pearland

Maria Luisa Elizondo, 603 
S. Second, Meadow

Kristi L. Elliot, 603 E. 12th 
St., Big Spring

Alexandria Nicole Escanue-
la, 2521 Chanute, Big Spring

Brittany Vanessa Escanu-
ela, 302 Circle, Big Spring

John Randall Evatt, 4301 

W. 49th St. Apt. 329, Amarillo
Kristen Falcon, 2606 

Fairchild, Big Spring
Amy Michelle Fields, 102 

N. Fifth St., Coahoma
Sharlamarr Frink, 3723 

Monclair, Odessa
Joey Lee Garcia, 3102 Ave. 

C, Snyder
Noel Garcia II, 1604 Robin, 

Big Spring
Pedro Garcia, 806 John-

son, Big Spring
Joe Nick Garfias Jr., of 

1309 Runnels, Big Spring
Kay Lynn Garrett, 2609 

Wasson Rd. Apt. 45, Big 
Spring

Rosa M. George, 509 W. 
Second, Stanton

Joseph Blake Gist, 3500 
Cedar Run, Abilene

Nicholas Gonzales, 903 
Creighton, Big Spring

Roxanne Deanda Gonza-
les, 539 Westover Apt. 211, 
Big Spring

Eunice Torres Gonzalez, 
7311 Westmoor, Odessa

Whitney Marquez Gray, 
2934 Old Anson Rd., Abilene

Robert Earl Green II, 2512 
Fairchild, Big Spring

Kimberly Hargrove, PO Box 
1985, Big Spring

Tracy Lenn Haynie, 503 
Kylie Lane, Wylie

Bryan David Hernandez, 
1500 Kentucky Way, Big 
Spring

Ruby G. Hernandez, 1002 
N. Main St. Apt. 48, Big 
Spring

Ashley Rae Hodge, 3214 
Drexel, Big Spring

Danny Holt, 125 Farney 
Rd., Lorena

April M. Horton, 1705 
Charles, Portsouth, Ohio

Bradley Ryan Horton, 601 
Linda Lane, Big Spring

Dana Michelle Hudgins, 
P.Q. Box 837, Coahoma

Ashley Nicole Islas, 1104 
Wood, Big Spring

Brian Ivanchan, 1208 Mul-
berry, Big Spring

Mandy Diane Jenkins, 
8707 E. Highway 350, Big 
Spring

Lonnie Malcolm Johnson, 
1211 Ridgeroad, Big Spring

Christopher Shawn Jones, 
112 McDonald Rd., Big 
Spring

Donald Jones, 3718 Ave. V, 
Snyder

Jason Earnest Key, 900 
Abrams, Big Spring

Albert Leal, 2522 Albrook, 
Big Spring

Robert Lee Lopez, 503 E. 
18th, Big Spring

Jenny Marie Hamilton 
Lyon, 4201 W. Highway 80 
Apt. 6, Big Spring

Aaron Christopher Mack, 
2134 Bonham, Odessa

James Elijah Marlow, 2001 
Runnels, Big Spring

Daniel Marrujo, 511 N. 
Concho, Roby

Todd Vincent Martin, 409 
Woodcrest, Midland

Joe Martinez, 2525 Fairch-
ild, Big Spring

Manuel Martinez Jr., 702 
NE Iowa, Lamesa

Fidel M. Martinez, 705 
N.W. Eighth St., Big Spring

Ronnie Trevino Martinez, 
1109 E. 11th place, Big Spring

Norman James McNeese, 
1098 LCR 317, Colorado City

Betty Jane McWilliams, 
2511 Hunter, Big Spring

Cory James Michalewicz, 
1106 Briscoe Cove, Hutto

Eddie Glen Mills, 5142 
PDQ Rd., Colorado City

Nicholas Craig Mills, 3225 
Cornell, Big Spring

Chelsea Kristyne Mill-
spaugh, 7403 N. Service 
Road, Big Spring

Alicia Morales, 3307 E. 11th 
Place, Big Spring

Jose Munoz, 3804 Con-
nally, Big Spring

Melissa Nieto, 615 Tulane, 
Big Spring

John Randall O’Harrow, 
107 S. Main, Big Spring

Nancy Ortega, 1111 E. 14th, 
Big Spring

James Michael Perez, 626 
Tulane, Big Spring

Fred Allen Perry, 1425 E. 
Sixth Apt. 107, Big Spring

Taylor James Perry, 2105 
Sydney Baker Apt. 228, Ker-
riville

Joshua Plaia, 1401 E. 18th, 
Big Spring

Jarum Renee Pryor, 802 N. 
Plaza, Big Lake

Randy Randolph, 2514 
Albrook, Big Spring

Michael Neal Roberts, 
538 Westover, Apt. 103, Big 
Spring

Roberta Garza Rodriguez, 
1103 Stanford, Big Spring

Lisa J. Rubio, 1303 Syca-
more, Big Spring

Leza Lopez Ruiz, 1520 
Tucson, Big Spring

Miguel Andres Sanchez, 64 
McCaleb Rd., Montgomery

Anastasia Clarice Sanders, 
1401 Culpepper Ave., Wilson

Brittany Nicole Savell, 425 

E. Davis Rd., Big Spring
Warren Victor Schneider, 

803 Atlantic, Coahoma
Jamie Serrato, 1401 N. 

Highway 87Apt. 203, Big 
Spring

Kennedra Wynell Shelton, 
400 N. Fourth, Corsicana

Angela Gay Smith, 102 N. 
Ash, Coahoma

Charles Ray Smith, 2911 
W. Highway 80, Apt. 155, Big 
Spring

Tiffany Katherine Stokes, 
1407 E. 19th St., Big Spring

Timothy Donald Taylor, 
4000 W. Highway 80 No. 18, 
Big Spring

David Wayne Turner, 3204 
Irving, Snyder

Abram Unger, 503 NE 
Fourth, Seminole

Brittania Kay Upchurch, 
4303 Princeton, Midland

Alonzo Vasquez, 306 W. 
Seventh St., Iraan

Timothy Shea Wargo, 624 
State, Big Spring

Charles Watson, 804 W. 
I-20 Apt. 127, Big Spring

Thomas Weeks, P.O. Box 
110891, Anchorage, Alaska

Michael Wade Welch, 700 
S. Aylesford, Big Spring

Jamie Wiggins, 1905 Was-
son Rd. Apt. 28, Big Spring

Byran Paul Williams, 1409 
E. Main St., Round Rock

Calvin Williams, 1313 Mul-
berry, Big Spring

Kevin Lamont Williams, 
1809 Nolan, Big Spring

Mary Lou Wilson, 610 N.E. 
Ninth, Big Spring

Frances Elena Yanez, 1610 
Cardinal, Big Spring

James Edward Young, 
3313 Auburn, Big Spring

Dennis Anthony Zaragoza, 
4534 Sinclair, Big Spring

Mary Esther Zubiate, 1103 
S. 11th Place, Big Spring

County Court 
Decisions:
Probated Judgment: Clifton 

Lewis Scott, interfering 
with an emergency phone 
call, $500 fine, $282 court 
costs, 180 days in jail (jail 
time suspended, 12 months 
probation).

Probated Judgment: Gloria 
Kathleen Luna, driving while 
intoxicated – second offense, 
$2,000 fine, $457 court 
costs, 365 days in jail (jail 
time suspended, 24 months 
probation).

Judgment and Sentence: 
Micah Nickle, theft of prop-

erty – more than $50 and 
less than $500, $282 court 
costs, 10 days in jail.

Probated Judgment: Ben-
jamin Elton Repman, driving 
while intoxicated, $750 fine, 
$457 court costs, 180 days 
in jail (jail time suspended, 6 
months probation).

Probated Judgment: Wil-
liam Gilbert Aguilar, pos-
session of marijuana – two 
ounces or less, $500 fine, 
$342 court costs, 180 days in 
jail (jail time suspended, 12 
months probation).

Judgment and Sentence: 
Roxanne Blackwell, resisting 
arrest, search or transporta-
tion, $250 fine, $282 court 
costs, 30 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Robert Howland, possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or 
less, $342 court costs, five 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Larry Dale King, terroristic 
threat, $250 fine, $332 court 
costs, 30 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Andrew Juarez Jr., bail jump-
ing – failure to appear, $500 
fine, $332 court costs, 90 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Justin Delagarza, theft of 
property – more than $50 and 
less than $500, $250 fine, 
$282 court costs, 30 days in 
jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Avel Abreo Ramirez, resisting 
arrest, $250 fine, $282 court 
costs, 50 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Charlie Jake Turner, pos-
session of marijuana – two 
ounces or less, $500 fine, 
$342 court costs, 30 days in 
jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Ronald Edward Wilkins, 
violation of a protective order, 
$266 fine, $232 court costs.

District Court Filings:
Integras Capital Recovery 

vs. Douglas Lykken, ac-
counts, notes and contracts.

Integrity Recovery LLC 
vs. Elena E. Paiz, accounts, 
notes and contracts.

Marriage Licenses:
Chad K. Hughes, 33, and 

Ashley N. Kennedy, 27, both 
of Big Spring.

Fabian A. Urias III, 26, and 
Ronna D. Dodson, 27, both 
of Big Spring.

Reginald C. Hamilton, 38, 
and Darlene K. Adams, 55, 
both of Big Spring.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: Jarmco
Grantee: Jim F. Webb Inc.
Property: Lot 4, Block 1, 

McLaughlin Subdivision
Date: Oct. 31, 2012

Grantor: Michael Mauzey 
and Melissa Mauzey

Grantee: Laurence Wilson 
and Margaret Wilson

Property: A 1.624-acre 
tract out of out of Section 46, 
Block 31, T-1-N, T&P RR Co. 
Survey

Date: Oct. 30 ,2012

Grantor: Michael Mauzey 
and Melissa Mauzey

Grantee: Laurence Wilson 
and Margaret Wilson

Property: A 3.08-tract out of 
Section 46, Block 31, T-1-N, 
T&P RR Co. Survey

Date: Oct. 30 ,2012

Grantor: Manuel Martinez 
Jr.

Grantee: Gary Cunningham 
and Ester Cunningham

Property: A tract out of Sec-
tion 47, Block 31, T-1-N, T&P 
RR Co. Survey

Date: Oct. 30, 2012

Grantor: Kristi Anne Taylor
Grantee: Lonnie J. Prater 

and husband Gary Prater
Property: Lot 7, Block 19, 

College Heights Addition
Date: Oct. 29, 2012

Grantor: Donald C. Lee and 
Myrtie J. Lee

Grantee: Gloria Cortez
Property: Lot 1, Block 23, 

Saunders Addition
Date: Oct. 25, 2012

Warranty Deeds with Ven-
dor’s Lien:

Grantor: Stephen O. Wallis 
and Mary B. Wallis

Grantee: Gary Rogers
Property: A tract out of Sec-

tion 36, Block 33, T-1-S, T&P 
RR Co. Survey

Date: Oct. 31, 2012

Grantor: The Estate of Fe 
Abreo Acosta

Grantee: Casey D. Powell
Property: Lots 3-4, Subdivi-

sion B, Fairview Heights
Date: Oct. 29, 2012

Public Records▼

TRAINS
Continued from Page 3B

 track upgrades, provid-
ed emergency training 
and taken other mea-
sures to guard against 
accidents. There have 
been no major oil train 
derailments from the 
Bakken, according to 
federal regulators.

Union Pacific Railroad 
CEO Jack Koraleski said 
hauling oil out of places 
like North Dakota will 
be a long-term business 
for railroads because 
trains are faster than 
pipelines, reliable and 
offer a variety of desti-
nations.

“The railroads are 
looking at this as a 
unique opportunity, a 
game-changing opportu-
nity for their business,” 
said Jeffery Elliot, a rail 
expert with the New 
York-based consulting 
firm Oliver Wyman.

BNSF Railway Co., the 
prime player in the Bak-
ken, has bolstered its oil 
train capacity to a mil-
lion barrels a day and 
expects that figure to 
increase further. To ac-
commodate the growth, 
in part, the railroad is 
sinking $197 million 
into track upgrades and 
other improvements in 
Montana and North Da-
kota.

BNSF is also increas-
ing train sizes, from 100 
oil cars per train to as 
many as 118.

Larger trains are hard-
er to control, and that 
increases the chances of 
something going wrong, 
safety experts said. 
State and local emer-
gency officials worry 
about a derailment in a 

population center or an 
environmentally sensi-
tive area such as a river 
crossing.

Rail accidents occur 
34 times more frequent-
ly than pipeline ones 
for every ton of crude or 
other hazardous mate-
rial shipped compara-
ble distances, according 
to a recent study by the 
Manhattan Institute, 
a conservative think 
tank. The Association 
of American Railroads 
contends the study was 
flawed but acknowl-
edges the likelihood of 
a rail accident is double 
or triple the chance of a 
pipeline problem.

The environmental 
fears carry an ironic 
twist: Oil trains are 
gaining popularity in 
part because of a short-
age of pipeline capac-
ity — a problem that 
has been worsened by 
environmental opposi-
tion to such projects as 
TransCanada’s stalled 
Keystone XL pipeline. 
That project would car-
ry Bakken and Cana-
dian crude to the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Wayde Schafer, a 
North Dakota spokes-
man for the Sierra Club, 
described rail as “the 
greater of two evils” 
because trains pass 
through cities, over wa-
terways and through 
wetlands that pipelines 
can be built to avoid.

“It’s an accident wait-
ing to happen. It’s go-
ing to be a mess and we 
don’t know where that 
mess is going to be,” 
Schafer said.

For oil companies, 
the embrace of rail is a 
matter of expediency. 
Oil-loading rail termi-

nals can be built in a 
matter of months, ver-
sus three to five years 
for pipelines to clear 
regulatory hurdles and 
be put into service, said 
Justin Kringstad of the 
North Dakota Pipeline 
Authority. Although 
more pipelines are in 
the works, Kringstad 
said moving oil by rail 
will continue.

The surge comes at the 
right time for railroads: 
Coal shipments — a 
mainstay of the rail in-
dustry — have suffered 
because of competition 
from cheap natural gas.

In the eastern U.S., 
CSX and Norfolk South-
ern railroads haven’t 
seen as much growth 
because oil from the 
Marcellus Shale area 
of Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and New York is close 
enough to refineries that 
trucks haul the crude.

Yet BNSF is beginning 
to haul Bakken crude 
east to Chicago, where 
it hands off the tank 
cars to CSX or Norfolk 
Southern for delivery to 
Eastern refineries. It has 
also sent oil to the West 
Coast, a trend that could 
increase if Alaska crude 
production falters, as 
some industry observ-
ers are predicting.

The growth will re-
quire significant up-
grades to already 
congested rail lines, in-
dustry analysts said.

Overall, crude oil ship-
ments still represent 
less than 1 percent of 
all carloads. And there 
are far more dangerous 
materials aboard the na-
tion’s trains, including 
explosives, poisonous 
gases and other indus-
trial chemicals.

But emergency offi-
cials are increasingly 
wary of major accidents 
involving oil trains, 
which carry far more 
cargo than some other 
h a z a r d o u s - m a t e r i a l 
trains.

While oil is not as 
volatile as some other 
products, a rupture of 
just one car can spill 
20,000 to 30,000 gallons, 
said Sheldon Lustig, a 
rail expert who consults 
with local governments 
on accidents and haz-
ardous materials.

Recognizing the risks, 
Houston-based Musket 
Corp., an operator of oil 

train terminals in North 
Dakota, Wyoming, Colo-
rado, Utah and Okla-
homa, has donated spill 
equipment and provided 
training to fire officials.

“You want to be a good 
steward in that commu-
nity,” said Musket man-
aging director JP Fjeld-
Hansen.

Federal Railroad Ad-
ministration officials 
said they have coordi-
nated hazardous-mate-
rial training seminars 
and sought more law 
enforcement patrols 
for rail crossings to in-
crease safety.

Federal law requires 

railroads to select haz-
ardous-material routes 
after analyzing the po-
tential for accidents in 
heavily populated areas 
and environmentally 
sensitive spots. Those 
analyses are confiden-
tial for security rea-
sons.

Lustig said the rail-
roads have considerable 
sway over the process.

“Under federal guide-
lines, the railroad 
makes the analysis, the 
railroad decides what 
they want to do, and 
the railroad does it,” he 
said. “There is no public 
accountability.”
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Announcements

**************************
WOODEN PALLETS ONLY in 
back of Big Spring Herald 
Building (710 Scurry) FREE to 
anyone willing to take them.  
**************************

NEED TO Rent-  House with 
land for horse with 3 Bdrm, 2 
bath house. Please Call 
(870)665-2375..

Help Wanted
DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
and Housekeeping person. 
Apply  at   Front Office @ 2701 
South Gregg Street. 

AVERITT
START YOUR NEW 

POSITION
FOR THE NEW YEAR.

LOCAL (COMBO) DRIVERS
* $2,000 SIGN-ON BONUS! 
* Uniforms Provided
* Great Benefits Pkg.- BCBS 
Insurance, Profit Sharing, 
401(k), plus much more
* Paid Driver Training 
Programs for Recent Grads & 
Drivers w/Limited Experience
* CDL-A w/1 yr exp. & HM req.

AVERITTjobs.com
Call Stan for more Info

903-830-1872
Equal Opportunity Employer

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

Help Wanted Help Wanted
$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver    for    fuel    deliveries. 
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr., 
all full medical benefits paid, 
retirement plan, vacation and 
sick leave. Must have CDL, 
hazmat & good driving record. 
Come by 1st & Johnson, Park 
Fuels/ Chevron, Big Spring. 
(432)263-0033.

BARTENDERS & COCKTAIL 
WAITRESSES. Outgoing & 
Enthusiastic? No experience 
necessary. Must be 18 or 
older.  Call 432-213-0946 for 
application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

CERTIFIED PHARMACY
TECHNICIAN

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
OF DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES:
South Plains Rural Health 
Services is in need of two Cer-
tified Pharmacy Technicians at 
Howard County Community 
Health Center in Big Spring. 
The Pharmacy Tech assists 
the   Pharmacist  and  the 
Medication Coordinator in the 
operations of the pharmacy in 
conjunction with the health 
services provided within the 
community   health   center. 
Primary duties include main-
taining all quality control and 
inventory control records on 
pharmaceutials as outlined by 
the   pharmacist  in  charge. 
Assists the Pharmacist, under 
direct  supervision,  in  the 
practice of Pharmacy, in accor-
dance to local, state, federal, 
and company  regulations. 
Educational      requirements 
include High School Diploma 
and a Pharmacy Technician 
Certification. This full-time posi-
tion offers a competitive salary, 
benefits, and holidays. Please 
mail resume/ applications to 
Dale  Moore,  South  Plains 
Rural Health Services, Inc. 
1000 FM 300, Levelland TX 
79336, or fax to 
(806)894-3378. Or apply online 
at www.sprhs.org. EOE. No 
phone calls please.

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING 
STATE HOSPITAL 

HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Medical Coordinator/Clerk III 
GMS 8-5

Responsible  for scheduling 
appointments for patients with 
off campus medical providers, 
Coordinates   off  campus 
medical appointments with 
Treatment Teams, Units, and 
Supervisor’s Office, Enters 
consultations from off campus 
medical providers, X-ray pro-
viders, and other pertinent 
medical providers into CWS, 
Ensures that all  necessary 
consents, required paperwork, 
and    satisfaction    surveys 
accompany   the  patient  to 
appointments, Assists in gath-
ering data for various reports 
submitted from the  Medical 
Coordinator’s office, Coordi-
nates weekly dental clinic for 
six     month/annual    dental 
appointments administratively 
finalizes   all   off    campus 
consultations. 
Prefer proficiency in  office 
software programs, such as 
Word and Excel. 40 words per 
minute. Prefer experience in a 
medical setting with knowledge 
of medical terminology. 

Complete an application 
online at 
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact Rita Self at 

432-268-7695
Once you have completed 

your application
Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

Help Wanted
BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at 401 East Interstate 
20.

EARTHCO CONSTRUCTION
has  position available for 
Backhoe Operator with Class A 
or B CDL. Competitive wages 
plus monthly bonus and bene-
fits. If interested  please  apply  
in person at 101 Wooten Rd.

Full-time TELLER POSITION. 
Experience Preferred. Apply in 
person at Cosden Federal 
Credit Union, 400 East Marcy, 
Big Spring, Tx.

HIRING  WASTEWATER
Treatment Plant Operators in 
Pecos area. 

Apply by calling 
Lee Conatser at 
713-805-6670

or send resume to 
Quail Run Services

P.O. Box 1662
Wimberley, Texas 78676 or

leeconatser@
lmenvironmental.com

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer 
and maintainer operators. 2 
yrs. minimum heavy equipment 
experienced required. Pay 
DOE. Health,  vision, and 
dental insurance 100% paid!
Valid DL required. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604 for more info...

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping 
and Part-time Janitorial. Must 
be able to work weekends. Ap-
ply at 1102 West I-20. No 
phone calls please.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time/Temporary 
CSR. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

Help Wanted
MAINT TECH needed for

Property in Big Spring.  
Applicant must have strong 

organizational skills and enjoy 
working outdoors. Ability to 

work independently 
with minimal supervision. 

40 hours/wk.  
Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.

Fax resume 
432-264-1761

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW ACCEPTING Resumes 
For Plant Operator @ Natural 
Gas Processing Plant NE of 
Big Spring, TX.
Excellent Salary, Paid Vaca-
tion, Medical Insurance, and 
401k. Please Send Resume 
To:
Plant Supervisor
11703 E. FM 846
Coahoma, TX 79511
Or Fax (432)399-4290
Or Email carcher@wtggas.com

NOW HIRING: CDL Class A 
drivers. Good pay w/benefits.
Apply  at  Ft.  Worth  Pipe 
Services at 3805 Bethel Dr. or 
call  (432)714-4526 for more 
information.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2pm-10pm and split shifts
*Charge Nurse 
10pm-6am shift
Competitive Pay & Insurance
* Laundry Aid/Housekeeper
Experience a plus.
You may apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

West Texas Centers
IDD Part Time Service Coordinator
Are you a teacher or a nurse or another professional looking for 
fulfilling part time employment?
West Texas Centers is seeking someone to perform assessments, 
service monitoring and advocacy for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. The right applicant will be able to 
provide these services through a flexible weekly schedule of 20 to 
30 hours. Travel will be required within the service area. Applicant 
may be required to use personal vehicle when performing job 
duties with mileage reimbursement provided. Position requires a 
bachelor’s degree with a specialization in social, behavioral, 
human services or related fields. If unsure your degree will meet 
these requirements complete the application and attach your tran-
script for review. An applicant previously employed as a Service 
Coordinator for another Home and Community Based Service 
provider prior to June 1, 2010 may not be required to have the 
degree and should contact West Texas Centers Human Resources 
Department. $14.71-$15.72 hr ($1,176.47-$1257.69 bi weekly 
$30,588-$32,700 annually) Salary Dependent on Experience.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235484

Home Health Agency Hiring!
HealthSouth Home Care Agency of

Midland/Odessa
1800 Heritage Boulevard, Midland, TX 79707

We have currently expanded our service area 
into Howard County and we have the following 

positions open:

Home Health PT - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health PTA - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health RN - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health OT - PRN (Big Spring Area)

We offer competitive salaries and a great working environment!

For immediate consideration, please e-mail your resume directly to:
Tina Parker

Director of Human Resources
E-mail: tina.mparker@healthsouth.com
Phone: 432-520-1607  Fax: 432-520-1704

Not looking for an opportunity?
Please share this information with anyone who 

might be interested! 235314

235513

West Texas Centers
MH LVN: Under the direct supervision and administration of the 
Medical Services Coordinator. The nurse under this position performs 
nursing duties in the assigned outpatient mental health centers. The 
nurse is responsible for the care and treatment of individuals in accor-
dance with the accepted nursing standards of West Texas Centers for 
MHMR. Consultation and in-service training related to nursing duties 
are provided by the Medical Service Coordinator. Due to travel require-
ments, a personal automobile is required. Travel requirements vary by 
position and are day- time travel only. No overnight travel is required 
and a company vehicle or mileage reimbursement is provided. Hours 
for the most part are 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday with all week-ends 
and major holidays off. No on-call is required. Salary is $16.79 hr 
($1343.54 biweekly $34,932 annually). Must be licensed to practice as 
a licensed vocational nurse in the State of Texas. Come join our team 
of caring, professional Medical Staff.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235487

West Texas Centers
Looking For A Rewarding Career? Look No Further.
If this sounds like the opportunity for you the responsibilities would 
include working with a highly trained team to provide daily living skills 
training and supports to clients. West Texas Centers has part-time 
openings up to 32 hours weekly starting at $9.30 an hour. Full time 
positions are also available with salary $9.93 per hour plus benefits. 
Full time positions offer a full benefit package to include health insur-
ance, dental, generous paid personal time off and a great retirement 
program.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235061

800-335-9129

AIRLINES ARE 
HIRING

West Texas Centers
Reimbursement Support Clerk is responsible for filing patient finan-
cials with insurance information in client charts, filing of end of month 
posting and all other reports. Duties would also include processing and 
mailing paper claims and appeals. This position would be responsible 
for folding and mailing statements monthly, mailing copies of records 
to insurance companies, phone appeals and purging old records. 
Monday - Friday. Salary $8.20-$8.75 hr DOE. GED or High School 
Diploma required. Will be required to take Excel test.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235335

CITY OF
BIG SPRING

Utility Service Worker

Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator

Heavy Equipment Operator

Sanitation Truck Driver

Water Treatment Plant
Operator

Maintenance Worker

Inventory Specialist*
(Skills Test required)

Heavy Equipment Operator
Streets

Code Enforcement
Superintendent

Maintenance Worker

Drafting Technician

Customer Service Clerk*
(Skills Test Required)

Seasonal Water Treatment
Plant Operator

Seasonal Sanitation Truck
Driver

For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or apply in person in the

(432) 264-2346 23
54
88
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

REPAIR APPLIANCES

24
13

88

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
AND CASH FOR 

UNWANTED 
APPLIANCES.

(432) 813-6281

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

LAWN SERVICE
23

98
63

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5554

LAWN SERVICE

23
85

42

Big Spring
 Lawn Care

Mowing, Edging, 
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.  
All of your Lawn Care.

FREE ESTIMATES
Phone

 432-213-3582

LAWN CARE CENTER

24
03

82

You Grow It. We Mow It
We can tear your house down, and 

built it from the ground.
Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
I am a single mother

 (15 yrs. experience with crew)
* LANDSCAPING ~ ANY DESIGN *

Candy Thomas
(432) 517-1051

Roy Thomas
(432) 816-5367

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGWELDING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

800-335-4037

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
p y Discounts22

20
46

BBB
A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

L.A. Welding Services
24/7 Service

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688
P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721
229832

Discount for Business or Individuals
who buy Bulk.

WATER and ICE

235296

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

RECOVER HOME Therapy is
seeking a certified Physical 
Therapist and Occupational 
Therapist to serve in the Big 
Spring area. Please contact 
Steven Sanchez @
432-889-3916.

ROLLING PLAINS Physicians 
Office  in  Sweetwater has a 
position for a full-time X-Ray 
Technician ARRT certified. 
Schedule M-F, no call. Benefit 
package includes PTO, Holiday 
Pay, 401k, Health Insurance. 
Interested  parties  may   fax 
resume to (325)235-5925 or 
contact TWC for application.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SEEKING  LINE walker  for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must 
have valid Texas driver’s li-
cense and be able to pass drug 
screening. Must be physically 
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send 
resume to: Plant Supervisor, 
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or email 
carcher@wtggas.com or fax 
432-399-4290.

Help Wanted
VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews. 
Call    325-884-2255   Apply 
Online @ Pinnergy.com

WANTED: SALES Clerk, 3 
years experience required, 
computer skills. Call 
(432)267-7501, come by The 
Record Shop, 211 South Main 
Street, 9:30-1:30.

WAREHOUSE PERSON
Basin  Engine  &  Pump is 
looking for an industrial oilfield 
warehouse person. Pump and 
or  warehouse   experience 
preferred. Position includes 
uniforms   and   a   benefits 
package. Pay DOE. Please 
submit resume by fax to 
432-570-1115 or email to 

shawn@basinengine.com
Applications may also be filled 
out at 1914 South County Rd. 
1083, Midland.

WESTERN BANK is seeking a 
Full-Time Customer Service 
Representative. Experience is 
preferred,   but   will  train. 
Candidate must enjoy working 
with the public in a high paced 
environment and must be detail 
oriented. Candidate should be 
Proficient in Word and Excel. 
Western      Bank      offers 
comprehensive benefits and 
compensation is DOE. Western 
Bank is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.     Please      email 
resume to HR@thebank.net or 
pick up an application at 500 
W. Broadway, Coahoma, TX. 
No phone calls please.

Help Wanted
WESTERN BANK is seeking a 
Full-Time Teller. Experience 
preferred, but will train. Candi-
date should enjoy a high paced 
atmosphere with extensive 
contact with the public. Candi-
date should be proficient with 
Ten key and Excel. Western 
Bank offers comprehensive 
benefits and compensation is 
DOE. Western Bank is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Please email resume to 
HR@thebank.net or pick up an 
application at 500 W. Broad-
way, Coahoma, TX. No phone 
calls please.

Instructional

MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

On the Farm
Got Oil? Looking to buy/lease 
oil rich minerals. Call Shane 
325-232-7813. READY TO 
DRILL.

Pets

This link www.petfinder.com
connects people to pets up for 
adoption from the Big Spring 
Animal Control (432)264-2372. 

Real Estate for Rent

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood 
blinds.  Non-Smoking/Pets. 
References required. $1500 
month, $1500 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1206  EAST 16th...  2   Bdrm, 
1 bath. $775.00 month, 
$600.00 deposit. Call 
(432)517-2876.

1800 DUQUOIN- 3 Bedroom, 
plus den, 2 bath. $1000 month 
plus deposit. Call 
480-721-7639 No HUD/ Pets 
Extra. Fresh paint/ carpet. 

404 EAST 9th, 1 Bdrm, 1 bath 
House. New paint & ceramic 
tile. $550 month, $250 deposit, 
6 month lease. No pets. Call 
432-517-4875.

908 NOLAN. 2 Bdrm, 1 bath. 
CH/A, fenced yard. $460.00 
month, $250.00 deposit. Call 
(432)263-2394 or 
(417)276-8083.

BIG SPRING area RV Park. 
Spaces and Trailers available.
All bills paid except gas. Free 
laundry facility and  trash 
dumpster. For more info call 
(432)399-4868.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease 
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub, 
extra large closets. $1050 
month plus deposit. 1 Year 
lease required. No pets/ 
smoker and no children please. 
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

EXTRA PRIVATE 1 bedroom 
Cottage House with computer 
room. 1 Person Only. Non 
Smoking/pets. $550.00 month, 
Lease, Credit Qualify. Call 
(432)270-0707 Broker.

Real Estate for Rent
NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in microwave, full-size 
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage 
area, playground area, fitness 
center, and community center. 
Open Monday-Friday 
9am-6pm. Call Knollwood 
Heights (432)264-1735.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00 
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills 
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

Real Estate for Sale

FSBO-   OWNER Finance 
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1 
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00 
DN and 746.78 (P&I) per mo. 
WAC.  www.tmsale.net/ 
2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr. 
Please call 806-745-9965.

STORAGE BUILDING/ Work-
shop- 30x50. Call for details 
432-816-6316.

Services Offered

MO’S  COUNTRY Living in 
Andrews has an opening for 
your Elderly loved one. Come 
see what we all have to offer 
before you make your big deci-
sion. We fill it will be well worth 
your time. Call (432)523-4690.

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED
We Buy

Most Brands.
Pay Up To
$20/box.

Fast and Honest.

1-800-979-8220

5 Box Minimum • Unexpired Only
www.QuickCash4TestStrips.com

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 22
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We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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Vehicles

FOR  SALE: 2006  Prowler 
Regal  305  RLDS  5th Wheel. 
2 slides, very clean. 
Non-Smoker. Call 
(432)267-5430 or 270-5431. 

NEIGHBOR AUTO SALES
1300 East 4th Street

Big Spring Texas 79720
We Buy Cars!

Legals

Legals

NOTICE is hereby given that 
Laredo Petroleum, Inc., Operator 
486610, has filed with the Texas 
Railroad Commission the following: 
P-17 application for the exception 
to SWR 26 and/or 27 to surface 
commingle production, allocate 
production and for off-lease stor-
age, from oil and gas leases on 
E/245 acres of Section 15, Block 
33, T5S, T&P RR Co. Survey and 
Section 14, Block 33, T5S, T&P RR 
Co. Survey, all in Glasscock 
County, Texas under other leases. 
Any affected mineral interest own-
ers who have not received written 
notification are advised to contact 
Van Rodgers of Laredo Petroleum, 
Inc., in Midland, Texas at 508 W. 
Wall, Suite 600, Midland, Texas, 
(432)684-9955 by January 7, 2013.
#7605  December  16,   23   and 
30, 2012 and January 6, 2013

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas 
Property Code, American  Self 
Storage which is located at 3314 E. 
FM 700 Big Spring, TX 79720 will 
hold a public auction of property 
being sold to satisfy a landlord’s 
lien. Sale will be at 11:00 o’clock 
A.M. on Saturday,  January 12th, 
2013,  at  3314 East F.M. 700 Big 
Spring, Texas. Property will be sold 
to highest bidder for cash. Seller 
reserves the right to not accept any 
bid and to withdraw property from 
sale. Property may be sold item by 
item or in batches, or by the space. 
All sales are subject to Texas State 
Sales Tax. Sale is on the contents 
of:
Tenant: Terry Scarberry
Consisting of: Misc.HHG
Tenant: Cherise Calloway
Consisting of: Misc. HHG
#7618 December 23 & 30, 2012

Tomorrow’s Horoscope
Feelings are hard to

accurately pin down with
a name or description,
especially because they
not only happen in the
moment in which they are
triggered, but continue
happening as they
resonate and evolve with
every recollection. The
Cancer moon lingers in a
void-of-course phase
inspiring a murky
recounting and
reinterpretation of
yesterday's
emotions. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
Typically,
there is all
kinds of
guilt and
shame
around being
selfish, but
should there
be? You
count, too. If
you delight yourself,
you've made one person
happy, and that's a start. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Don't be fooled into
thinking that your
surroundings don't offer
what you need to thrive
and grow your talents.
There is more to mine
there, and today will be

proof of it.
GEMINI (May 21-June

21). Just relax. What's
broken will be fixed,
what's missing will be
found, what's done is
done. There's no need to
run. Your easygoing stride
will take you as far as you
want to go. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). The moon in your
sign magnifies your
emotions. With so much
extra feeling to share,
you'll wake up
sleepwalkers and bring
sensation to the numb.
Dates are favored tonight.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A
cozy, predictable
relationship will be much
less so now. You may not
be sure of how to take the
change in tone just yet,
but let this develop more
before you weigh in.   

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). It's still too early to
position yourself as an
expert in some regard, but
you can help others with
what you know. Just be
sure to qualify the help by
saying, "I'm not an expert,
but..." 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You'll be proactive in
relationships, teaching
people how to treat you.
You'll reward loved ones

when they are behaving,
and you'll avoid having to
put up with misbehavior. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You'll get good
answers, accurate and
thorough. Now that you
know what's going to
make a project work, the
question becomes: Are you
willing to do that? 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You'll meet
those with a common
purpose. Combine
resources. You'll achieve
together what you couldn't
do alone. You'll be
especially compatible with
Leo and Aries.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Many people will
take a break now, but not
you. A relentless inner
drive has you soldiering
on with ambitious work.
This is exactly why you'll
prevail in 2013. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Are you getting
used to the nervy
excitement caused by
Mars in your part of the
sky? You may feel like you
need an outlet for your
aggressive energy, and
exercise will be a good
temporary fix. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). List making is lucky,
and you'll enjoy crossing

things off, adding things
and crossing more things
off. The activity gets you
organized, makes you
aware of your priorities
and may even make you
rich.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 29). Strip away some
of your self-imposed rules,
and a spark of new energy
sends you unstoppable
through the first three
months of the year. In
April, reassess. You'll
likely need to refresh your
skills and assemble a
different team for the next
turn of events. Loved ones
want your attention and
some travel time in June.
Aries and Libra people
adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 48, 27, 19, 43
and 11. 

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "Lately, I
can't talk to my boyfriend
of seven years, a Pisces.
We fight constantly and
not in a good way. We
argue and never come to a
conclusion. Everything is
heated and emotional, and
I'm about through with it,
but I can't seem to make
the break. What should an
Aquarius do?" 

It sounds like you've
already made up your
mind, so forget not being

able to make the break.
My advice is to just do it.
Be strong and do it. Do it
before your birthday -- the
sooner the better. With
Mars in your sign now,
you may be a little feistier
than usual, but it doesn't
mean the problems you
have aren't real. Mars is a
warrior and a destroyer.
Sometimes things have to
be broken down to be built
back up. So make a clean
break now -- no waffling.
Avoid accepting or
assigning blame. Avoid
using the word "should."
Avoid apologizing. Be
compassionate but direct
and decisive. Handle the
details and move on. If
this relationship is ever
going to be, it will be after
a nice long break.  

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on "Write the Author"
on the Holiday Mathis
page, or you may send her
a postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2012
CREATORS.COM

Dear Annie: My
husband and I have been
married for 23 years, and
we have two teenage
daughters. Our biggest
issue is disciplining the
kids. I think they should
do more household
chores. My husband
agrees in theory, but does
nothing to hold them
accountable when they
don't cooperate, so the
burden of discipline falls
on me. 

I'm sick of being the
bad guy and living in a
slovenly house that no
one else cares about. I've
talked to them until I'm
blue in the face. I've tried
letting things go to see
whether they'd eventually
do something, and that
doesn't work either.
Usually, I end up so
frustrated that I throw a
big hissy fit and clean it
myself. 

I'm ready to move out.
To me, it's more than the
mess. It's teaching the
kids to be independent, to

have some work ethic and
to be accountable for
their actions. To them,
I'm being a nag. What
should I do? -- Tired in
Rural Oregon

Dear Tired: Nagging is
part of your job as a
parent. And it's OK to let
some things go. The girls'
rooms are theirs. Leave
their clothes on the floor
and their beds unmade.
Tell them those things are
their responsibility, and
show them how to use the
washer and dryer. If you
can't stand the sight of
the mess in their rooms,
close the doors. 

Common areas will be
tougher, but they are
counting on you to give
up. Firmly and repeatedly
remind your husband and
children to do whatever
chores you assign. Do not
do these things for them
out of exasperation, and
try not to become angry.
Offer incentives in the
form of increased or
decreased allowance. Help

them understand that you
are not a servant. Being a
member of the family
means doing your share.
If your husband won't
help, discuss hiring
outside cleaning
assistance. 

Dear Annie: I am a
senior in high school and
plan to have a family
graduation party next
spring. However, I
haven't spoken to my
maternal grandparents in
six months. They have
never been a part of my
life and have said and
done some hurtful things
over the years. They often
start fights at family get-
togethers. 

I have no desire to
invite them, but my mom
says I should because I
would otherwise regret it
later. Honestly, I'd be
happy never to see them
again, but I don't want to
hurt my mom by not
inviting her parents.
Should I? -- East Coast
Senior 

Dear Senior: Yes -- not
only because it would
please your mother, but
also because it will give
your grandparents a
chance to behave better.
One should take
advantage of
opportunities to reconcile
when possible.

Dear Annie:
"Washington" said her
mother was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis 30
years ago. She had been
active in her church and
had lots of friends, but at
age 49, she was in a
nursing home. Now the
only person who visits is
her daughter. 

I was diagnosed with
MS in 1961 at age 19. In
1962, I became wheelchair
bound. I'm fortunate to
have a loving, caring
husband of 52 years who
does the things I cannot
do for myself. This
disease turns your life
upside down. It makes the
MS patient feel like a
burden to society. But

disabled people want to be
loved, too. 

I have a chin-controlled
power chair to move
around in. I can use the
computer with a voice-
activated system, and I
listen to books on tape. I
stay as active as my
limitations will allow. But
with everything I do,
someone has to assist me.
I am blessed to have my
husband. 

For people who say
they're bored: How about
volunteering for the
disabled? -- Faithful
Follower in Florida 

Dear Florida: A
wonderful suggestion.
Approximately 400,000
Americans are currently
diagnosed with MS. For
those who want more
information, please
contact the National MS
Society at
nationalmssociety.org.

COPYRIGHT 2012
CREATORS.COM
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Corn on the cob with some
butter is a popular side
dish, but there’s so much
more you can do with

fresh, juicy corn. These recipes
make the most of sweet corn from
Florida and will have your family
asking for more.

“Sweet corn is a really versatile
ingredient,” said Justin Timineri,
Executive Chef and Culinary
Ambassador, Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services.
“From fritters and soup to enchi -
ladas and corn on the cob with
some surprising toppings, there are 
plenty of ways to enjoy this healthful grain.”

To get more fresh ideas for cooking with corn, visit
http://bit.ly/floridacorn.

Chef Justin’s Kitchen Tips for Kids
Get the kids involved in buying, prepping and cook ing corn.
Here’s what they need to know to help you in the kitchen:
n Look for fresh sweet corn with the husk still attached.

They should feel and look moist and plump, with the
kernels inside fat and shiny. The silk of the corn should be
a little sticky and should look glossy, stiff and moist. 

n To shuck: Grasp the husks and pull down to expose the
kernels. Continue until all the husks and silk-like hairs
have been removed.

n To remove kernels: Hold corn cob upright by the tip, with
the large end solidly down on the table. Take a small sharp
knife and cut down, removing the corn kernels. Be careful
not to cut too deep and remove parts of the cob. 

Chef Justin Timineri

Sweet Corn with 
Southern BBQ Butter
Yield: 4 servings

1/4 cup of your favorite barbecue 
sauce (sweet, spicy, etc.)

1/4 stick butter 
4 ears fresh Florida sweet corn, 

shucked 
Kosher salt and fresh ground 

pepper 
Chives, for garnish

Preheat oven broiler on high. 
Add barbecue sauce

and butter to small
saucepan.

Stir over low heat
until melted and smooth.

Season corn lightly
with salt and pepper.
Place sweet corn in a
medium-sized baking
dish and pour barbe cue
mixture over sweet corn.
Broil 4 inches from
broiler, being sure to
watch the whole time.
Turn and baste for 6 to 8
minutes, or until golden.

Garnish with chives.
Serve warm. 

Sweet Corn and 
Black Bean Enchiladas
Yield: 6 to 8 servings

1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1/2 cup onion, chopped

1 cup fresh Florida sweet corn 
kernels 

2 bell peppers, diced
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 cup salsa
1 can low sodium black beans, 

rinsed and drained
Kosher salt and freshly 

ground pepper 
10 6-inch corn tortillas
2 cups shredded Monterey Jack 

cheese, divided
1 8-ounce can enchilada sauce 

Preheat oven to 350°F. 
Lightly spray an 11 x 7-inch (2-quart)

baking dish with pan release cooking
spray. 

Add vegetable oil to a medium pan.
Cook onion, corn and bell peppers over
medium high heat for 3 minutes. Add
cumin, salsa and black beans, and con -
tinue to cook for two minutes, stirring
occasionally. Season with salt and
pepper to taste. Remove pan from heat
and let cool slightly. 

Place an even amount of the filling
mixture in each tortilla. Using 1 cup
shredded cheese, evenly distribute it 
on top of each tortilla. Carefully roll 
up each tortilla, and place seam side
down in sprayed baking dish. 

Pour enchilada sauce over rolled
enchiladas, spreading to coat all
tortillas. Sprinkle with remaining 
1 cup cheese.

Bake 25 to 30 minutes or until 
cheese is melted and sauce is bubbly
around edges. Remove from oven and
let cool slightly. 

Serve with diced avocado, salsa and
sour cream, if desired.

Sweet Corn and 
Ricotta Fritters
Yield: 4 to 6 servings

2 ears fresh Florida sweet corn, 
kernels removed

1/2 bunch fresh cilantro, chopped 
fine

4 ounces low-fat ricotta cheese
2 large eggs, beaten

1/3 cup self-rising unbleached or 
whole-wheat flour

Kosher salt and fresh ground 
pepper 

Olive oil (for shallow pan 
frying) 

In medium-sized bowl, combine corn,
cilantro, ricotta, eggs, flour and a pinch 
of salt and pepper. 

Add a small amount of olive oil to a
medium-high preheated sauté pan. Care -
fully add spoonfuls of corn mixture to 
hot pan. Cook on both sides until golden
brown. Test the first done fritter, and
adjust seasoning with salt and pepper.
Serve with low-fat sour cream if desired. 

Sweet Corn and Tomato Bisque
Yield: 4 servings

2 tablespoons unsalted butter
1/2 onion, finely chopped 

4 ears fresh Florida sweet corn, kernels removed
1 large garlic clove, minced
4 cups low-sodium broth (vegetable or chicken)

Kosher salt and fresh ground pepper
2 tablespoons sour cream
2 medium tomatoes, coarsely chopped 
1 scallion, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon cilantro, finely chopped, plus more 

for garnish
Melt butter in large, heavy pot. Add onion and cook over
moderately high heat, stirring, until lightly browned, for
about 6 to 7 minutes.

Stir in corn and garlic, cooking until corn is lightly
browned, about 5 minutes. Add broth and simmer until
corn is tender, about 15 minutes. Lightly season with
kosher salt and pepper to taste. 

Transfer half the soup into blender or food processor;
purée until almost smooth. Add blended soup back into
unblended soup; stir to combine.

Add tomatoes, scallion and 1 tablespoon cilantro;
bring to a boil. Serve hot and garnish with cilantro. 

Here are some
other great ways
to top Florida
sweet corn on 
the cob:
n Garlic and basil

butter
n Cilantro, lime

and honey
n Parmesan and

pesto sauce
n Cinnamon, sugar

and butter
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GET MORE 4G LTE COVERAGE THAN ALL OTHER NETWORKS COMBINED.

F7361-BigSpringHerald-6.75x15-4C-12.30

1.800.256.4646  •  VERIZONWIRELESS.COM/HOLIDAY  •  VZW.COM/STORELOCATOR

Unlimited TALK
Unlimited TEXT
Shareable DATA on up to 10 devices

All phones require a new 2-yr. activation. While supplies last.

SHARE MORE OF  
THE THINGS YOU LOVE 
WITH A VERIZON SMARTPHONE. 
Show off your new hobbies with Pinterest and  
shareable data on America’s Largest 4G LTE Network.

Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early 
termination fee/line. Unlimited calling for directly dialed, live calls between individuals. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not 
available everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires 
in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. 4G LTE is available in more than 400 markets in the U.S. Intuition and Spectrum are 
trademarks of LG Electronics, Inc. © 2012 Verizon Wireless.  NHPOS

Intuition™ by LG
Android™ smartphone with  
tablet productivity

$9999
$149.99 2-yr.price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

Spectrum™ 2 by LG
Break free with  

wireless charging

$4999
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Christmas Time Is Here!
Come Shopping With Us!

* Jewelry  * Toys   * Gifts
* Ariat Boot   *Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.      432-267-6411
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SAM  CRITCHELL
AP Fashion Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
The biggest trend in 
fashion for the new year 
might just be that there 
isn’t anything especial-
ly trendy.

Based on runway and 
retailer previews, the 
must-have look in 2013 
could be menswear-
inspired and tailored, 
or ladylike chic. Colors 
are bold and bright, or 
graphic black and white; 
fabrics are slinky and 
silky, or textured and 
tough.

And pick your silhou-
ette: There are both 
short sexy minis and 
long flowing maxis to be 
had. Check off dressed-
up shorts, jumpsuits 
and slinky mermaid 
gowns.

It was largely the same 
story for fall 2012 — and 
spring before that. 2011, 

too.
“The problem with 

trends is that we are 
trended out. ... We are 
so exhausted by over-
load that we just don’t 
have a way to process 
anything new,” says 
trend analyst Marian 
Salzman, CEO of ad 
agency Havas PR North 
America.

Remember the days 
when a new fashion sea-
son meant a new must-
have and a correspond-
ing closet purge? Out 
with boy-cut jeans, in 
with skinnies. Out with 
skinnies, in with bell-
bottoms.

Years ago, there was 
often a single muse who 
dominated the season. 
If she were a bohemian 
free spirit in the spring, 
she might be a tough 
biker chick in the fall. It 
seemed as if every 
designer was courting 

her at the same time.
Now the models on 

one catwalk seem like 
they were dressed per-
sonally by the designer 
from his or her singular 
point of view. 

Looks aren’t stagnant, 
and you can see tastes 
evolving — right now 
there certainly is move-
ment toward sophisti-
cated, grown-up clothes 
in rich jewel tones and 
sultry touches — but 
there isn’t a feeling that 
it’s being done freneti-
cally.

One style might be 
more “in” than another, 
but nothing is quite 
“out.”

“When I started in this 
industry over 20 years 
ago, we’d be on the plane 
after the shows and talk-
ing about the trends of 
next season,” says Elle 
creative director Joe 
Zee. “We really lived in 

the bubble. You could 
say, ‘It’s all about the 
miniskirt,’ and immedi-
ately you’d hear, ‘Oh, 
well, there’s nothing for 
me.’ Now, I can say it’s 
all about the ‘60s and 
miniskirts again, but 
there are still a lot of 
palazzo pants, and jeans, 
and everything else, so 
you’ll find something.”

Do a search for high-
waisted bellbottoms on 
any given day, and 
you’ll find a million 
pairs out there — and 
that’s a season when 
they weren’t deemed 
“trendy,” says Zee, who 
also is curator for the 
online shopping desti-
nation Vente-Privee.

Of course, the Internet 
has played a huge role 
in this. Shoppers see 
new styles more or less 
at the same time as the 
retailers and editors sit-
ting in the front row, so 

fashion has become 
more democratized. 
There’s still a role for 
insiders, but it’s more 
as style interpreters 
instead of final arbi-
ters.

Stores have a much 
bigger selling space 
with their websites, so 
they don’t have to 
choose between the 
wide-leg pants or the 
skinny ones. 

And consumers don’t 
have to wait for the big 
deliveries a few times a 
year. There’s always a 
rolling supply of new 
items — and things 
headed for clearance 
racks.

This isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing for fashion.

It was a stretch for a 
designer long respected 
for career clothes to tout 
hot pants. The same 
could be said for the 
wunderkind doing 
embellished ballskirts. 
Now they don’t have to. 
This allows for more 
creativity, not less.

No one has to look 
alike. No one has to 
squeeze into an unflat-
tering must-have item 
just because a few fash-
ion insiders deemed it 
must have. 

After years of the 
industry preaching per-
sonal style, it seems it’s 
taking its own advice, 
and designers seem 
more concerned with 

carving out their own 
look — and gaining fans 
of it — than jumping on 
an inauthentic trend.

Women can approach 
fashion as if they have 
options, Zee says. Take 
colorblocking, for exam-
ple.

“I’ve said that’s a 
‘trend’ for five seasons. 
This season I’ll say it’s 
black and white, and 
maybe last year I said it 
was red and pink, but 
the look hangs out, has 
a longer life, and that 
gives you a broader 
sense of style,” Zee 
says.

When tastemakers 
began touting “personal 
style,” Zee says he’s not 
fully sure they meant it. 
But say something often 
enough, and people start 
believing it.

“In the moment maybe 
it was a marketing 
ploy,” he says, “but then 
came ‘Sex and the 
City’— which I think 
was a tent pole of per-
sonal style — and then 
the Internet and the 
popularity of ‘street 
style,’ and now I think 
women are saying, ‘I’m 
going to do what I like 
to do.’”

There’s also the impor-
tance of value in fashion 
now, and there’s not just 
a dollar sign attached to 
that. 

Quality, heritage and 
integrity are factors.

Does 2013’s style trend spell end of trendy? 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Visitors coming to 
the nation’s capital for 
President Barack 
Obama’s second inaugu-
ration can’t stay in the 
one place President 
Ronald Reagan’s family 
once called an eight-star 
hotel. That spot is the 
White House, and it’s 
booked for the next four 
years.

Still, inauguration-
goers have a range of 
lodging options — from 
crashing on a friend’s 
couch to reasonably 
priced rooms to ones 
that cost thousands of 
dollars a night.

With second inaugura-
tions tending to draw 
fewer spectators, find-
ing a place to stay in 
Washington won’t be 

nearly as difficult as in 
2009.

City officials are 
expecting 600,000 to 
800,000 visitors for the 
Jan. 21 inauguration, 
far less than the 1.8 mil-
lion people who flooded 
the National Mall four 
years ago to witness the 
inauguration of 
America’s first black 
president. 

Back then, some hotels 
sold out months in 
advance and city resi-
dents rented out their 
homes for hundreds of 
dollars a night. This 
time, hotels say they’re 
filling up more slowly, 
with rooms still avail-
able and prices at or 
slightly below where 
they were four years 
ago.

Obama’s 2nd inauguration
to draw smaller crowds 


