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PAUL J. WEBER
Associated Press

BRYAN, Texas — Adam
Lanza’s mother was among
the tens of millions of U.S.
gun owners. She legally had
a .223-caliber Bushmaster
rifle and a pair of handguns,
which her 20-year-old son
used to kill 20 children and
six adults in 10 minutes in-
side a Connecticut school.

In the raw aftermath of
the second-worst school
shooting in U.S. history,
countless gun enthusiasts
much like Lanza’s mother
complicate a gun-owning
narrative that critics, some-
times simplistically, put at
the feet of a powerful lobby
and caricatured zealots.
More civilians are armed in
the U.S. than anywhere else
in the world, with Yemen
coming in a distant second,
according to the indepen-
dent Small Arms Survey in
Geneva.

Take Blake Smith, a me-
chanical engineer who lives
near Houston and uses an
AR-15 style rifle in shooting
competitions.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry,
who famously claimed to
have shot a coyote while jog-
ging with a pistol holstered
to his running shorts, has
signed a half-dozen certifi-
cates applauding Smith as
one of the state’s top marks-
men. “But I won’t call my-
self a fanatic,” said Smith,
54, whose father first let him
handle a gun around age 6.

“l sit at a desk all day.

See GUNS, Page 3
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Healthy Woman heads to the Settles

Special to the Herald

Four years and counting.

Healthy Woman — a Scenic
Mountain Medical Center
resource — has been active
for four years and will be
celebrating its anniversary
Jan. 24 in the historic Hotel
Settles. Tickets are set to go
on sale Jan. 2 and will be $40
per person.

Jane Jenkins Herlong, mo-
tivational speaker and for-
mer Miss America Pageant
contestant, will be delivering
her speech “Bare Feet to High
Heels and the Flip-Flops In-
Between.”

“As always,
we are very
excited about
this event and
W can’t wait to

see the reaction
of all those at-
tending,” Anita
Cline, Healthy
Woman co-coor-
dinator said. “Not only will
we be hearing inspiring sto-
ries from Jane Herlong, but
we will be one of the first to
experience the Hotel Settles
restored.”

The evening will begin with
a health expo, located on the
mezzanine, at 4:30 p.m. Area

Herlong

vendors will be available
with information about lo-
cal health services. Vendor
spaces are still available for
health-related agencies.

“We want to offer the com-
munity an opportunity to
learn about all that Big Spring
has to offer regarding health
services,” Cline said. “There
are so many services right
here that people don’t real-
ize and we want to make sure
people are able to learn about
those and talk to the people
providing them.”

The ballroom doors will
open at 6 p.m. for a sit-down
dinner and the guest speak-

er.
“When we plan our anni-
versary event, it’s kind of
like putting on a wedding.
We want it to be such a grand
event so that women can
come and escape the worries
of their day, even if for only a
few hours. One of the main fo-
cuses of the Healthy Woman
program is to get women to
focus on themselves so that
they are able to take care of
those they love.” Cline said.
“When we heard the Settles
would be open for our event
we had to take advantage it.

See SMMC, Page 3

Don’t forget, though
Christmas has past for
another year, the Festival
of Lights is open each
evening through Dec. 31
at Comanche Trail Park.
The drive through lights
display is free, although
donations are accepted.
HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Volunteer Fire Chief Sullivan:
Be careful where you pop off

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Crossroads residents plan-
ning to make fireworks part
of their New Year holiday cel-
ebration should use extreme
caution, according to local
fire officials, as dry condi-
tions could quickly turn fun

into tragedy.

According to  Howard
County Volunteer Fire Chief
Tommy Sullivan, local offi-
cials will be relying on resi-
dents’ good planning and safe
practices this holiday season
when it comes to fireworks,
much like they did during the

Independence Day holiday
earlier this year.

“There’s no fireworks ban
in place at this time, so resi-
dents will have the opportu-
nity to make fireworks part
of their holiday celebration,”
Sullivan said. “However,
they need to make sure they

understand the law regarding
where they can use them and
make sure they practice fire
safety when they do. We've
been pretty lucky these last
couple of months as the fire
danger has risen and we’d

See FIREWORKS, Page 3

By JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa — For
years, Republicans have ad-
hered fiercely to their bed-
rock conservative principles,
resisting Democratic calls
for tax hikes, comprehensive
immigration reform and gun
control. Now, seven weeks
after an electoral drubbing,

some party leaders and rank-
and-file alike are signaling
a willingness to bend on all
three issues.

What long has been a non-
starter for Republicans —
raising tax rates on wealthy
Americans — is now backed
by GOP House Speaker John
Boehner in his negotia-
tions with President Barack

Obama to avert a potential
fiscal crisis. Party luminar-
ies, including Louisiana Gov.
Bobby Jindal, have started
calling for a wholesale shift in
the GOP’s approach to immi-
gration after Hispanic voters
shunned Republican candi-
dates. And some Republicans
who previously championed
gun rights now are opening

the door to restrictions fol-
lowing a schoolhouse shoot-
ing spree earlier this month.

“Put guns on the table.
Also, put video games on
the table. Put mental health
on the table,” Rep. Jack
Kingston, R-Ga., said last
week. Other prominent Rep

See GOP, Page 3
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Gabriel Ezilas Viera

Gabriel Ezilas Viera, infant son of Vicki and
Adam Viera of Big Spring, died Saturday, Dec. 22,
2012, at Covenant Medical Center in Lubbock. Fu-
neral services will be at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
26, 2012, at Myers & Smith Chapel. Burial will fol-
low at Mount Olive Memorial Park.

He was born Oct. 3, 2012, in Lubbock, Texas.

In addition to his parents, he is survived by his
grandparents, Andrew and Nancy Caraway of
Big Spring and Dolores Viera of Big Spring; great

grandparents, Patricio Rodriguez, Josefina Gutier-
rez and Alvino Gutierrez, all of Big Spring; and a
number of aunts, uncles and cousins.

He was preceded in death by one brother, Adam
Eziah Viera; grandfathers, Paul Viera Sr. and Ben-
ny Rodriguez; and great-grandparents, Betty O. Ro-
driguez, Preciliano and Benita Viera and Lalo and
Maria Mora.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Carol Lewis
Carol Lewis, 58, of Big Spring died Tuesday, Dec.

25, 2012, in San Angelo. Services are pending at My-

ers & Smith Funeral Home.

Note: Because of computer troubles, police and
sheriff’s reports were unavailable this morning.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency
Medical Service reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of Lan-
caster. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the in-
tersection of Owens and Benton. Two people were
transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of Vet-
erans Boulevard. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of S.
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 3700 block of
Wright. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to

¢ Local resident Dale Pittman is planning a card
crusade for the citizens of Newtown, Conn., who
were devastated by the recent school shooting that
took the lives of 26 people. No money is necessary,
unless you want to help with postage. Just purchase
and sign a card. “I wanted to be able to send them
something ... and let them know that no matter how
many miles may be between us, we still care and are
thinking of and praying for them,” said Pittman.
Drop your card off at Big Spring Storage Zone, 23rd
and Goliad. If no one is in the office, slide the card
in the payment drop box. You may also drop them
off at the visitors booth at Comanche Trail Festival
of Lights. They will all be placed in a single box and
mailed to Newtown.

e Holy Trinity Youth Group is hosting its 2nd
Annual “Warming up our Community” Project on
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Holy Trinity Catholic
Church Hall, 1009 Hearn Street. Donated items,
such as jackets, blankets and various warm attire
will be available for anyone in need. This is open to
the community.

¢ A fund has been established at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home to help pay funeral expenses for lo-
cal resident Joe Gomez, who passed away on Dec.
12. Donations can sent to Myers and Smith Funeral
Home at P.O. Box 2760 in Big Spring.

* Don’t forget to visit the Comanche Trail Festival
of Lights in Big Spring, on display nightly from Sat-
urday through Dec. 31. More displays, more lights,
and more fun — and admission is free. However,
donations are gratefully accepted. Questions? Call
263-4607.

« Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to
the Community Relations Office near the south
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87.
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

e The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Council needs assistance in The Chalet Re-
sale Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check
out and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are
flexible. The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day. For more information, contact Jamey Stegall
at james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-7535.

« Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you
would be interested in offering your love and God’s
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or
come by 602 S. Main.

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

* Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m.
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The
cost is $8 per person.

« Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery

Joe Doporto Jr.

Joe Doporto Jr., 54, formerly of Big Spring died
Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2012, in Fort Worth. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

* GRASS FIRE was reported in the intersection of
Channing and Sgt. Paredez.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3000 block of Na-
vajo. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of
W. Highway 80. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of Cal-
vin. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of E.
16t™. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of Tuc-
son. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2400 block of
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at
263-4016.

e Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St.,
has a brief, inspirational message before giving
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s
a great way to work off community service and get
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for
one plus a rehab meeting.

* Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Volunteers
are needed for in office duties as well as sitters, de-
liveries and crafts. To find out more information or
to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett at Home Hos-
pice by calling 264-7599.

« Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events,
and many others. Set your hours and days of the
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy arewarding experience. For more information,
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

« The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

¢ The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We need your help.
If you're interested in volunteering, please contact
Sara Basaldua at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

« Big Spring and surrounding counties are in need
of foster families. Foster parents are the caretakers
for the children in the community who have been
abused or neglected. For more information on be-
coming foster parents or adoptive families, call the
Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

* Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires
just a few hours commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for treatment, call (877)
277-1618, the High Plains American Cancer Group
Report Center. Anyone wishing to volunteer should
call Sherry Hodnett at 264-7599.

........................
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Augustine Cantu

Augustine Cantu, 67, of Big Spring died Monday,
Dec. 24, 2012, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.
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of their own homes. Our services include personal care,
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and incidental transportation.
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Snyder, TX 79549
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GUNS

Continued from Page 1

And when I get out to the range, I
don’t hear any gunfire going on,” said
Smith, who likens his emotional
detachment to his guns to the way he
would feel about a car or any other
machine. “I'm so intent on my sight
alignment, my trigger pull, my posi-
tion. I don’t worry about anything. I
don’t think about anything. It’s reliev-
ing. It’s therapeutic. Everybody has
to have their Zen.”

Since the school shooting, President
Barack Obama has asked for propos-
als on reducing gun violence that he
can take to Congress in January, and
he called on the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, the country’s most powerful
gun-rights organization, to join the
effort.

Gun laws in the U.S. vary from
state to state — for instance, as of last
month it is now legal to carry a gun in
public view in Oklahoma — and are
defended by the firearms industry and
the NRA. On Friday, the NRA broke a
weeklong silence since the Connecti-
cut massacre by calling for armed
volunteers at public schools, prompt-
ing criticism from many quarters.

But in the U.S., gun-control advo-
cates are up against a sizeable bloc

Thursday, June 21, 2012 LocAL/NaTtion

of mainstream Americans for whom
guns are central to their lives, wheth-
er for patriotism or personal sense
of safety, or simply to occupy their
spare time.

Dave Burdett, who owns an out-
doors and adventure shop across the
street from the sprawling Texas A&M
University campus in College Station,
says his affinity for guns is rooted in
history, not sport.

“It isn’t about hunting. Everyone
says, ‘Well, I can understand having a
sporting rifle, but not an AR-15,” Bur-
dett said. “But wait a second — the
idea of the Second Amendment was
to preserve and protect the rights of
individuals to have those guns.”

“Remember that the (American)
revolution was fought by citizen sol-
diers,” he added. “To this day, that’s
one of the cornerstones of our mili-
tary defense. We have an all-volun-
teer military.”

An NRA poster picturing a bald ea-
gle is taped to the glass door of his of-
fice. He started as a lawyer, dabbling
in everything from commercial land
to trying to block the deportation of
an illegal immigrant, before seguing
into selling guns.

When his daughter graduated with
a business degree from Texas A&M,
Burdett figured she would move
somewhere cosmopolitan like Dallas

and work in a downtown high-rise.
She instead went to work in the store,
built her own AR-15 out of spare parts
and used it to join what her father de-
scribed as the “let’s-go-pig-hunting-to-
night circuit.” Those feral hog hunts
often include high-powered rifles as
well as night-vision goggles.

“The other thing is, shooting is fun.
It really is,” Burdett said.

Many think so. Smith, the mechani-
cal engineer, said that includes teen-
age girls. At national shooting com-
petitions, Smith has run into a group
of girls around 13 or 14 years old who
call themselves “The Pink Ladies,”
firing high-powered rifles at targets.
He also recalls meeting Australians,
whose country bans guns, who told
him, “I love to shoot, so I'm going to
the U.S.”

Others add safety to the list of rea-
sons for allowing people easy access
to guns.

“To me it’s obvious — the more peo-
ple that have guns, or at least in their
homes, it’s more of a criminal deter-
rent,” said Bill Moos, a local taxider-
mist in the small town of Bryan, near
College Station. Moos, who owns
more than 30 guns, can be spotted any
given morning, prowling his roughly
40-acre (16-hectare) ranch with his
dogs and a shotgun slung over his
shoulder.
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He tells a story of standing in the
post office one day and hearing about
a suspect driving around, wanted by
the police. He thought of the woman
behind the counter near him.

“My first thought was, ‘How are you
going to protect yourself?” Does she
have a gun, in case someone tries to
rob her?” he said. “It’s the first thing
you think of: How are you going to de-
fend yourself?”

On the television in the corner of
his workshop, above a stuffed gray
fox and a clutch of animal jawbones
dangling on a ring like a set of keys,
Obama is holding his first press con-
ference since the Connecticut trag-
edy. He’s promising to send Congress
legislation tightening gun laws and
urging them to reinstate a ban on mil-
itary-style assault weapons, like the
one used by Lanza.

Moos turns down the volume.

“I guess it’s something you get used
to,” he said of guns. “That you grow
up around, and you enjoy them, and
you accept the fact that you can own.
It’s a privilege. It’s a whole different
way of life. I guess I don’t need three
pick-ups and a Corvette. But I have
them.”

Follow Paul J. Weber on Tuwitter:
wwuw.twitter.com/pauljweber

FIREWORKS

Continued from Page 1

like to see it stay that
way.”

Sullivan said recent
cold fronts accompa-
nied by humidity have
helped to keep fire dan-
gers lower than expect-
ed.

“These fronts which
have been rolling
through have brought
humidity levels up
above the 15 percent
mark, which has re-
ally kept the fire danger
down to a minimum,”
Sullivan said. “Howev-
er, if we see the humidi-
ty drop below that level,

coupled with the high
winds we’ve been see-
ing lately, we could be
in some real trouble.”

Sullivan said the key
to keeping fireworks
from becoming a danger
this holiday season is in
the hands of local resi-
dents.

“If our citizens do
what they are supposed
to do and follow the law,
I don’t expect to have
any major problems,” he
said. “However, if they
decide to get stupid, it’s
going to be game-on.”

Fireworks enthusiasts
who decide not to follow
the law could be looking
at some serious fines, as
well, Sullivan said.

“It’s illegal to set off

fireworks in the city
limits,” Sullivan said.
“And that’s all year
long. If you get caught,
don’t expect local law
enforcement to take pity
on you, either. For those
who will set them of out
in the county, you need
to make sure you have
the landowner’s permis-
sion. If you don’t and
something goes wrong,
you could be looking at
a $500 fine for reckless
damage.

“Setting off fireworks
on the side of the road
or actually in the road-
ways is a bad idea, as
well. It just takes one er-
rant piece of paper from
the fireworks to earn
you a $500 fine for litter-

ing. Again, don’t expect
law enforcement or the
local fire departments to
have mercy on you, es-
pecially if you’re break-
ing the law.”

While there is no burn
ban — or fireworks ban
— in place in Howard
County at this time, Sul-
livan it’s not a streak
he expects to keep alive
much longer.

“I plan to go before the
county comimissioners
the first part of Janu-
ary,” he said. “If the
conditions do what I be-
lieve they will do, I'll be
asking them to enact a
burn ban. We're trying
to stretch out our time
without a ban so area
residents can get rid of

their holiday waste and
other sanitation needs.
However, as the winds
begin to kick up and it
gets drier, we’ll have
no choice but to enact
a ban and it will likely
last through the winter
and into the spring.”

In the meantime, Sul-
livan urges residents
to do what they can to
keep the risk of wildfire
— both countywide and
near their residence —
to a minimum.

“One of the most im-
portant things they can
do is clear at least a 50-
feet area around their
house. Personally, with
the high winds we have
out here in West Tex-
as, I suggest a 100-feet

SMMC

Continued from Page 1

The story behind the
renovation of the Settles
goes hand in hand with
the life experiences of
Herlong. Both have had

obstacles put in their
way, but in the end the
Settles and Herlong
have a story worth tell-
ing and an outcome
worth seeing.”
Dinner-athree course
set up — will be catered
by Hotel Settles. Her-
long will speak for about

40 minutes, focusing on
life lessons and some
of the experiences that
have made up her jour-
ney. After the program
has concluded, Herlong
will be signing books
and CDs, which will be
available for sale.
“Those attending

can expect to have a
lot of fun and should
be prepared for tons of
laughter while they are
learning an awareness
of physical, mental and
spiritual health,” Her-
long said. “One of the
biggest pieces of advice
I can give someone is

to never stop dreaming
big and never stop be-
lieving in a God who is
big.”

To purchase tickets or
for more information,
call Amanda Duforat
at 432-268-4842 or Anita
Cline at 432-268-4871.

GOP

Continued from Page 1

ublicans echoed him in
calling for a sweeping
review of how to pre-
vent tragedies like the
Newtown, Conn., mas-
sacre. Among those who
were open to a re-evalu-
ation of the nation’s gun
policies were Sens.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,
and Chuck Grassley,
R-Iowa.

“You've got to take all
these things into consid-
eration,” Grassley said.

And yet, the head of
the National Rifle As-
sociation, silent for a
week after the Newtown
shootings, has proposed
staffing schools with
armed police, making
clear the NRA, which
tends to support the
GOP, will continue
pushing for fewer gun
restrictions, not more.

Meanwhile, Boehner’s
attempt to get his own
members on board with
a deficit-reduction plan
that would raise taxes
on incomes of more
than $1 million failed
last week, exposing the
reluctance of many in
the Republican caucus
to entertain more mod-
erate fiscal positions.

With Republican lead-
ers being pulled at once
to the left and to the
right, it’s too soon to
know whether the party
that emerges from this

identity crisis will be
more or less conserva-
tive than the one that
was once so confident
about the 2012 elections.
After all, less than two
months have passed
since the crushing de-
feat of GOP presidential
nominee Mitt Romney,
who moved far to the
right during the pri-
mary season and, some
in the party say, lost the
general election as a re-
sult.

But what’s increasing-
ly clear is that the party
is now engaged in an
uncomfortable and very
public fight over wheth-
er its tenets, still firmly
held within the party’s
most devout ranks, con-
flict with the views of
Americans as a whole.

Many Republicans
recognize that to re-
main relevant with vot-
ers whose views are
changing, they too must
change.

“We lost the election
because we were out of
touch with the Ameri-
can people,” said John
Weaver, a senior advis-
er to past presidential
candidates John Mc-
Cain, the GOP nominee
in 2008, and Jon Hunts-
man, who ran for the
nomination this year.

The polling suggests
as much.

While Republican can-
didates for years have
adamantly opposed tax
increases on anyone, an

Associated  Press-GfK
poll earlier this month
found roughly half of all
Americans supported al-
lowing George W. Bush-
era tax cuts to expire on
those earning more than
$250,000 a year.

Most GOP candidates
— Romney among them
— also long have op-
posed allowing people
in the country illegally
to get an eventual path
to citizenship. But exit
polls from the Nov. 6
election showed most
voters favored allowing
people working in the
U.S. illegally to stay.

And gun control has
for decades been anath-
ema to Republicans. But
a Washington Post/ABC
News poll published
last week, following the
Connecticut shooting,
showed 54 percent of
Americans now favor
stronger restrictions.

This isthe backdrop as
Republicans undergo a
period of soul-searching
after this fall’s electoral
shellacking.  Romney
became the fifth GOP
nominee in six elec-
tions to lose the nation-
al popular vote to the
Democratic candidate.
Republicans also shed
seats in their House ma-
jority and lost ground to
majority Democrats in
the Senate.

Of nparticular con-
cern is the margin of
loss among Hispanics,
a group Obama won by

about 70 percent to 30
percent.

It took only hours af-
ter the loss for national
GOP leaders to blame
Romney for shifting to
the right on immigra-
tion — and signal that
the party must change.

Jindal, a prospective
2016 presidential con-
tender, was among the
Republicans calling for
a more measured ap-
proach by the GOP. And
even previously hard-
line opponents of immi-
gration reform — like
conservative talk show
host Sean Hannity —
said the party needs to
get over its immigration
stance heavily favoring
border security over
other measures.

“What you have is
agreement that we as a
party need to spend a lot
of time and effort on the
Latino vote,” veteran
Republican  strategist
Charlie Black said.

When Congress re-
turned to Washington
after the election to
start a debate over taxes
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and spending, a number
of prominent Repub-
licans, including Sen.
Tom Coburn of Oklaho-
ma, the top Republican
on the Senate Finance
Committee, signaled
they would be willing to
abandon their pledges
against raising taxes
— as long as other con-
ditions were met — as
part of a package of pro-
posals to avoid a cata-
strophic budget melt-
down.

Leading the effort was
Boehner, who has told
Obama he would allow
taxes to be increased on
the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, as well as on capi-
tal gains, estates and
dividends, as part of a
deal including spending

circle,” Sullivan said.
“Make sure the grass
is scalped down as low
as you can get it within
that area, because fire
can move really fast
through it.

“Also, if you have
trees, it’s not necessary
to get rid of all of them,
just make sure they
aren’t touching. You
don’t want the fire to be
able to jump from one
tree or bush to the next.
It’s possible to make
your property look good
and still make it safe.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
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Gabriel Ezilas Viera,
infant, died Saturday.
Funeral services will be at
2:30 p.m. today at Myers
& Smith Chapel. Burial
will follow at Mount Olive
Memorial Park.

Carol Lewis, 58, died
Tuesday. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Joe Doporto, Jr., 54,
died Tuesday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Augustine Cantu, 67,
died Monday. Services
are pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan Glenn Stifflemire  Steve Reagan | you go looking for
Managing Editor Publisher Staff Writer a Mayan descen-
Brian McCormack Thomas Jenkins | dent to pound on,

Sports Editor Staff Writer the real joke is on

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.
* By telephone at 263-7331
+ By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a

street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
+ We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter

per 30-day period per author.

+ Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

by K. Rae Anderson
When we prioritize our life, Lord, may

we put You first.

Amen

Only when God says So

fmy calendar is correct, you
and I are going to welcome
the New Year of 2013 in just
a few days. Pardon me for
being somewhat sarcastic, but
wasn'’t the world supposed to end
a few days ago? Those crafty Ma-
yans and their cal-
endar really had
some folks think-
ing it was all over.
However, before

EDDY
PriNcE

you if you really
were giving this
more than a laugh.

How in the
world, which
obviously still ex-
ists, can people who claim to be
intelligent be duped into believ-
ing such nonsense? The amazing
thing to me is how many times
people have been fooled into buy-
ing into some apocalyptic theory
and making fools of themselves
in the process.

Make no mistake about it,
friend, the end is coming. There
is no doubt in my mind that the
Bible is true and someday God
will write the final chapter of
planet Earth. But it will only end
when He says it’s going to end
and that’s just the way it is.

This latest end-of-the-world
fiasco was only one of many
scenarios that have played out
on the world stage and they have
all ended the same way; at best
humorous and at worst, tragic.

You may remember Heaven'’s
Gate, a San Diego based cult,
which turned out to be a hor-
rible tragedy led by a mad man
and followed by many of ques-
tionable sanity. In March of 1997
police found 39 dead bodies of
members who committed sui-
cide so that they could catch a
ride on a space ship that was fol-
lowing the notorious Hale-Bopp
Comet, so that these people’s
spirits could ride away and
avoid a “recycling” of the earth.
These people basically took a
mix of drugs and alcohol before
inducing asphyxiation so they

could escape. They escaped, if
you want to call it that.

Harold Camping has predicted
the end of the world too many
times, even if once is enough. He
predicted that the Rapture would
occur on May 21, 2011, followed
by the Apocalypse on Oct. 21,
2011. It is now December of 2012
and we are all still here. He ap-
parently has retired from Family
Radio, although his “messages”
are still all over the Radio Sta-
tion’s website.

What about the Branch David-
ians under David Koresh? That
ATF standoff in Waco, Texas,
left more than 80 dead that also
included women and children.
The apocalypse that Koresh pre-
dicted was going to start in the
Holy Land was magically moved
to Waco. Somehow, Koresh used
his charm to not only convince
his followers of the apocalypse,
but also that he was the living
prophet, who could also pick the
women for his harem regardless
of age and status. This was the
apocalypse, but only for 80 or so
people rather than the billions of
the rest of us.

Then there is the case of
Charles Manson and “The Fam-
ily.” Manson duped a bunch of
followers into believing that a
cataclysmic race war between
blacks and whites was immi-
nent. Some followers considered
him a prophet, and Manson
supposedly learned of this great
coming war through coded mes-
sages in a music album from The
Beatles. Manson wanted this
war so badly that he even made
plans for his followers to go on
a murder rampage. This was
where “helter skelter” became a
household term, all in the effort
to jump-start the race war, as
Manson wanted the blame to fall
on the blacks for high-profile
murders. Taxpayers have been
forced to keep Manson alive for
more than 40 years.

There have been many others
calling for the end of the world.
In 1954, UFO-cult Brotherhood of
the Seven Rays’ leader Dorothy
Martin used Dec. 21 of that year
to predict that a global flood was

going to end the world.

In 1973, David (or Moses) Berg
predicted that the United States
was going to be destroyed that
year by Comet Kohoutek. He
again failed in his predictions
of the Tribulation from 1989 to
1993.

From 1998 to 2000, there were
too many predictions to count
about the end of the world for
the millennium change in the
year 2000. Even Sir Isaac Newton
had predictions around the year
2,000 with an ultimate demise of
the earth decades later.

Predictions of the end of the
world, the end of an era, or the
end of life as we know it, are
nothing new. Nostradamus is
only one of many who claimed
to have visions of the future. For
many of us, this world is going
to end this century, but it won’t
be because some madman or a
calendar had it scheduled. Dis-
ease, accidents, or old age will
take care of it for millions.

If you feel like you were
cheated by the Mayan Calendar,
don’t fret, because there are at
least two more prophecies on
the horizon. Some Hindu schol-
ars believe that Kali is about to
return and wreck us all. Then
there is the I Ching prophecy
that was set for Dec. 21, too. And
even more prophecies are still
out there for us. Nostradamus
readers have the end of the
world coming in the year 3,790.

But the bottom line for me is
still clearly defined. The end will
come when God says so, period.
End of discussion. Until then,
with or without the Mayans, I’ll
just keep enjoying life to the full-
est and watching and waiting for
the Biblical prophecy of the end
to come to pass. That’s the only
record I'm paying any attention
to. By the way, Happy New Year!

You may not agree with any-
thing I've said, but I column as I
see ‘em.

Eddy Prince is senior pastor at
Grace Fellowship Church of God
in Big Spring. He can be reached
by email at pastorprince@msn.
com.

s if on cue, the recent

tragedy in Connecticut

has spawned yet another

Second Amendment debate
across this great nation, one that
seems to run all the way from the
White House to the kitchen tables of
our everyday Americans.

Few things will get West Texans’
hackles up quicker than talk of gun
control — OK, so they might have a
shorter fuse when it comes to reli-
gion, but I digress — and, unfortu-
nately, some are using the shooting
which claimed the lives
of 20 students and six
adults as a jumping-off
point for such talks.

Obviously, there are
two sides to this argu-
ment and both of them
bring a number of good
and valid points to the
table.

Those in favor of gun
control say if we have
tighter regulations on
who is allowed to own
firearms, we’ll have
fewer shootings — resulting in both
deaths and injuries — in the United
States. And, despite the National
Rifle Association’s endless rhetoric,
our nation does sport extremely
liberal gun laws with a rate of gun
ownership estimated at around 88 of
every 100 Americans.

However, that high rate of gun
ownership doesn’t necessarily
denote a comparatively high rate of
firearm homicides. Honduras sports
the highest rate with 68.43 homicides
by firearm per 100,000 people, even
though, as a nation, statistics show
only 6.2 firearms are owned per 100
people.

And while the U.S. remains in
the mid-range of countries when it
comes to the number of homicides
per 100,000 people — estimated at 2
percent to 5 percent, lower than most

THOMAS
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of our South American neighbors —
the majority of homicides committed
usually involve a gun. Approximate-
ly 60 percent of U.S. murders occur
using a firearm, which is the 26th-
highest rate in the world.

While the loss of life should be
absolutely paramount in these dis-
cussions, there is also the fiscal loss
caused by gun violence.

Phillip J. Cook, senior associate
dean for faculty and research and
professor of economics
and sociology for Duke
University, estimates
the annual cost of gun
violence in the U.S. at
$100 billion, with emer-
gency medical care the
largest contributing cost,
overall.

Probably one of the most telling
comparisons in the gun control de-
bate is between the United States and
the United Kingdom, however.

Gun laws in England are much
stricter than they are here at home.
For the most part, semi-automatic
guns of a caliber greater than .22 are
banned in the country and if you
want to own a gun at all — whether
for hunting or target shooting — you
had best be prepared for a slew of
forms, interviews and other red tape.
In other words, it’s extremely diffi-
cult to get your hands on a firearm in
the U.K. and it shows in their crime
statistics.

In 2009, there were 15,241 murders
reported with 9,146 of them commit-
ted with a firearm. During that same
time period in the United Kingdom,
648 murders were reported, 39 of
them by firearm. Now, bear in mind
the U.K. had a smaller population
than the United States during that
time period, estimated at approxi-
mately 1 to 5, which would make the
39 murders equivalent to 195 in the
U.S.

Now, as my grandfather would say,

these statistics lead us to believe one
of two things: Either gun laws do
help to lower the number of firearm-
related deaths or British people just
couldn’t hit the broadside of a barn.
Then again, the National Rifle As-
sociation has given us plenty of slo-
gans and bumper stickers — do you
remember, “Guns don’t kill people,
people kill people?” — which seem,
for the most part,

based
in
com-
mon sense.

It seems pretty elemen-
tary that if we outlaw
guns, outlaws are going to
carry guns, right?

They’ve also done a fantas-
tic job of attaching firearms to
our nation’s fundamental ideas
and beginnings, wrapping them
soundly in our flag with a side of
apple pie and motherhood.

However, I have a hard time believ-
ing if we left gun control up to the
mothers of this nation — especially
those who have lost loved ones at the
hands of gun-wielding criminals —
these firearms would be little more
than a vague memory, regardless of
the Second Amendment.

Is banning firearms the answer to
stopping senseless violence similar
to what happened in Connecticut?
Absolutely not. The sad truth of the
matter is the kind of person who
plans to do something so horrible
will find a way to get their hands on
guns, whether they have to buy them
on the street or some elusive black
market.

All three guns used in the Connect-
icut murder spree were purchased
lawfully by the shooter’s mother,
who was, incidentally, shot mul-
tiple times in the head with her own
weapon. One of them — a .223 semi-
automatic Remington Bushmaster
— can be routinely purchased with a
30-round clip and is designed to look

remarkably like a military rifle
similar to the M16 used by the
armed forces.

I'll be the first to admit I
don’t really know what the
answer is in this deadly

riddle which seems to swal-
low up hopes and dreams as if
they were nothing, leaving behind
horrible memories and such a
tragic sense of loss. Some will
say we need tougher gun laws,
while others will tout the
Second Amendment and say
it’s our God-given right to

arm ourselves to the teeth.

By the way, those of you

who like that term — God-

given right — should bear
in mind God did not create

firearms and Jesus didn’t carry a
Glock. And don’t say, “Hey, they
didn’t have guns back then,” be-
cause I'm pretty sure God could have
armed his son like Rambo headed for
his last stand if he wanted to. After
all, he’s God.

Honestly, I don’t know what we
need to do. However, I do know it’s
time for some serious talks to take
place in our nation’s capitol. It’s time
for our lawmakers to look at this
tragedy and try to find a way to stave
off this violence which continues to
grow like a cancer on this great na-
tion.

I’ll leave it up to each of you to
decide how we do that.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas Jen-
kins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail at
citydesk@bigspringherald.com
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News in brief

3 dead as storm system heads
east after Midwest snow and South

twisters; holiday travel slows

MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — An enormous storm system
that dumped snow and sleet on the nation’s mid-
section and unleashed damaging tornadoes around
the Deep South has begun punching its way toward
the Northeast, slowing holiday travel.

Post-Christmas travelers braced for a second day
of flight delays and cancellations, a day after rare
winter twisters damaged numerous homes in Loui-
siana and Alabama. The vast storm system stretch-
ing across numerous states has been blamed for
three deaths and several injuries though no one
was Kkilled outright in the tornadoes. The storms
also left more than 100,000 without power for a
time, darkening Christmas celebrations.

Drenching rains and blustery winds moved ear-
ly Wednesday across Georgia, a slew of tornado
watches still in effect. The severe weather system
was set to lash the Carolinas later in the day before
taking aim next at the heavily populated Northeast
corridor.

Farther north on a line from Little Rock, Ark., to
Cleveland, blizzard conditions were predicted be-
fore the snow — up to a foot in some places — made
its way into the Northeast.

Rick Cauley’s family was hosting relatives for
Christmas when the tornado sirens went off in Mo-
bile. Not taking any chances, he and his wife, Ash-
ley, hustled everyone down the block to take shel-
ter at the athletic field house at Mobile’s Murphy
High School in Mobile.

Killer of 2 N.Y. firemen left chilling
note saying he liked ‘killing

people,” death toll now 3

WEBSTER, N.Y. (AP) — The ex-con turned sniper
who killed two firefighters wanted to make sure his
goodbye note was legible, typing out his desire to
“do what I like doing best, killing people” before
setting the house where he lived with his sister
ablaze, police said.

Police Chief Gerald Pickering said Tuesday that
the 62-year-old loner, William Spengler, brought
plenty of ammunition with him for three weapons
including a military-style assault rifle as he set out
on a quest to burn down his neighborhood just be-
fore sunrise on Christmas Eve.

And when firefighters arrived to stop him, he
unleashed a torrent of bullets, shattering the wind-
shield of the fire truck that volunteer firefighter
and police Lt. Michael Chiapperini, 43, drove to
the scene. Fellow firefighter Tomasz Kaczowka, 19,
who worked as a 911 dispatcher, was killed as well.

Two other firefighters were struck by bullets, one
in the pelvis and the other in the chest and knee.
They remained hospitalized in stable condition
and were expected to survive.

On Tuesday, investigators found a body in the
Spengler home, presumably that of the sister a
neighbor said Spengler hated: 67-year-old Cheryl
Spengler. Spengler’s penchant for death had sur-
faced before. He served 17 years in prison for man-
slaughter in the 1980 hammer slaying of his grand-
mother.

4 killed as Afghan bomber
attacks near major U.S.

base in country’s east

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — A vehicle driven
by a suicide bomber exploded at the gate of a ma-
jor U.S. military base in eastern Afghanistan on
Wednesday, killing the attacker and three Afghans,
Afghan police said. The Taliban claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

Police Gen. Abdul Qayum Bagizai said a local
guard who questioned the vehicle driver at the
gate of Camp Chapman was Killed along with two
civilians and the assailant. The camp is located
adjacent to the airport of the capital of Khost prov-
ince, which borders Pakistan. Chapman and near-
by Camp Salerno had been frequently targeted by
militants in the past, but violent incidents have de-
creased considerably in recent months.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said in
an email that the bomber targeted Afghan police
manning the gate and Afghans working for the
Americans entering the base. He claimed high ca-
sualties were inflicted.

NATO operates with more than 100,000 troops
in the country, including some 66,000 American
forces. It is handing most combat operations over
to the Afghans in preparation for a pullout from Af-
ghanistan in 2014. Militant groups, including the
Taliban, rarely face NATO troops head-on and rely
mainly on roadside bombs and suicide attacks.

NATO forces and foreign civilians have also been
increasingly attacked by rogue Afghan military
and police, eroding trust between the allies.

With storms, ‘fiscal cliff’ worry,
U.S. holiday shopping up just 0.7

percent, weakest since 2008

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. shoppers spent cau-
tiously this holiday season, a disappointment for
retailers who slashed prices to lure people into
stores and now must hope for a post-Christmas
burst of spending.

Sales of electronics, clothing, jewelry and home
goods in the two months before Christmas increased
0.7 percent compared with last year, according to
the MasterCard Advisors SpendingPulse report.

That was below the healthy 3 to 4 percent growth
that analysts had expected — and it was the worst
year-over-year performance since 2008, when spend-
ing shrank sharply during the Great Recession. In
2011, retail sales climbed 4 to 5 percent during No-
vember and December, according to ShopperTrak.

This year’s shopping season was marred by bad
weather and rising uncertainty about the economy
in the face of possible tax hikes and spending cuts
early next year. Some analysts say the massacre
of schoolchildren in Newtown, Conn., earlier this
month may also have chipped away at shoppers’
enthusiasm.

Retailers still have time to make up lost ground.
The final week of December accounts for about 15
percent of the month’s sales, said Michael McNa-
mara, vice president for research and analysis at
MasterCard Advisors SpendingPulse.

In shift to right, Japan’s
parliament returns Shinzo

Abe to prime minister post

TOKYO (AP) — Old-guard veteran Shinzo Abe was
voted back into office as prime minister Wednes-
day and immediately named a new Cabinet, ending
three years of liberal administrations and restor-
ing power to his conservative, pro-big-business
party that has run Japan for most of the post-World
War II era.

Abe, whose nationalist positions have in the past
angered Japan’s neighbors, is the country’s sev-
enth prime minister in just over six years. He was
also prime minister in 2006-2007 before resigning
for health reasons that he says are no longer an is-
sue.

The outspoken and often hawkish leader has
promised to restore growth to an economy that has
been struggling for 20 years. His new administra-
tion also faces souring relations with China and
a complex debate over whether resource-poor Ja-
pan should wean itself off nuclear energy after last
year’s earthquake and tsunami caused a meltdown
at an atomic power plant.

On top of that, he will have to win over a public
that gave his party alukewarm mandate in elections
on Dec. 16, along with keeping at bay a still-power-
ful opposition in parliament. Though his party and
its Buddhist-backed coalition partner is the biggest
bloc in the more influential lower house, Abe actu-
ally came up short in the first round of voting in the
upper house, then won in a runoff.

Capitalizing on voter discontent with the left-
leaning Democratic Party of Japan, Abe has vowed
to shore up the economy, deal with a swelling na-
tional debt and come up with a fresh recovery plan
following last year’s tsunami disaster, which set off
the worst nuclear crisis since Chernobyl.

Obama to cut short holiday in
Hawaii, leave Wednesday for

Washington as ‘fiscal cliff’ looms

HONOLULU (AP) — With a yearend deadline
looming before the economy goes over the so-called
fiscal cliff, President Barack Obama is cutting
short his traditional Christmas holiday in Hawaii,
planning to leave for Washington on Wednesday
evening.

Obama was expected to arrive in Washington
early Thursday, the White House said late Tues-
day. First lady Michelle Obama and the couple’s
two daughters are scheduled to remain in Hawaii
until Jan. 6.

In the past, the president’s end-of-the-year holi-
day in his native state had stretched into the new
year. The first family left Washington last Friday
night.

Congress was expect-

which many economists say could send the country
back into recession. So far, the president and con-
gressional Republicans have been unable to reach
agreement on any alternatives.

Well-wishers find ways to
console, help grieving residents in

Newtown, Conn., on Christmas

NEWTOWN, Conn. (AP) — This Christmas was
unlike any other in Newtown.

When a gunman wiped out nearly an entire first-
grade class and killed students and adults in two
other first-grade classrooms just 11 days before
Christmas, it made it impossible for the holiday to
be the same this year.

Some residents, like Joanne Brunetti, have found
ways to console and help their grieving neighbors.
Well-wishers from around the country are stopping
by to do the same.

Brunetti watched over 26 candles that had been lit
at midnight, just before Christmas Day, in honor of
those slain at Sandy Hook Elementary School. She
and her husband, Bill, signed up for a three-hour
shift and erected a tent to ensure that the candle
flames never went out throughout the day.

“You have to do something and you don’t know
what to do, you know? You really feel very helpless
in this situation,” she said Tuesday. “People have
been wonderful to everybody in Newtown whether
you were part of what happened or not. My thought
is if we were all this nice to each other all the time
maybe things like this wouldn’t happen.”

Presidential pampering still
available, but hotels not as busy

for Obama’s 2nd inauguration

WASHINGTON (AP) — Visitors coming to the na-
tion’s capital for President Barack Obama’s second
inauguration can’t stay in the one place President
Ronald Reagan’s family once called an eight-star
hotel. That spot is the White House, and it’s booked
for the next four years.

Still, inauguration-goers have a range of lodging
options — from crashing on a friend’s couch to rea-
sonably priced rooms to ones that cost thousands of
dollars a night.

With second inaugurations tending to draw few-
er spectators, finding a place to stay in Washington
won’t be nearly as difficult as in 2009.

City officials are expecting 600,000 to 800,000 visi-
torsfor the Jan. 21 inauguration, farlessthanthe 1.8
million people who flooded the National Mall four
years ago to witness the inauguration of America’s
first black president. Back then, some hotels sold
out months in advance and city residents rented
out their homes for hundreds of dollars a night.
This time, hotels say they’re filling up more slowly,
with rooms still available and prices at or slightly
below where they were four years ago.

“Very few hotels are actually sold out at this
point, so there’s a lot of availability,” said Elliott
Ferguson, CEO of the tourism bureau Destination
DC, who added that he expected demand to pick up
after Christmas.

Durning, king of character

actors, dies in NYC

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Charles Durning grew up
in poverty, lost five of his nine siblings to disease,
barely lived through D-Day and was taken prisoner
at the Battle of the Bulge.

His hard life and wartime trauma provided the
basis for a prolific 50-year career as a consummate
Oscar-nominated character actor, playing everyone
from a Nazi colonel to the pope to Dustin Hoffman’s
would-be suitor in “Tootsie.”

Durning, who died Monday at age 89 in New York,
got his start as an usher at a burlesque theater in
Buffalo, N.Y. When one of the comedians showed
up too drunk to go on, Durning took his place. He
would recall years later that he was hooked as soon
as he heard the audience laughing.

He told The Associated Press in 2008 that he had
no plans to stop working. “They’re going to carry
me out, if I go,” he said.

Durning’slongtime agent and friend, Judith Moss,
told The Associated Press that he died of natural
causes in his home in the borough of Manhattan.

ed to return to Washing-
ton on Thursday. Before
he departed for Hawaili,
Obama told reporters he
expected to be back in
the capital this week.
Without action by
Obama and Congress,
automatic budget cuts
and tax increases are
set to begin in January,

Charles Myers

Attorney At Law
Family Law And

Criminal Law
Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 - Midland, TX

charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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Hangar 25 Air Museum’s annual fundraiser is coming up in January!

ne Sllver Wings Ball.u.

Saturday January 12,2013 at the newly restored

Hotel Settles

Evening events will begin at 6:00pm with a cocktail hour.
Join us for a night of dining, dancing, and live auction
Tickets will go quickly,
so get yours today!

Tickets for the event will cost $50
Reserve a Table for $400

DEADLINE TO PURCHASE TICKETS:

Contact Hangar 25 or Gloria McDonald for tickets
(432) 264-1999 or (432) 270-3644
or hangar25@crcom.net

Ballroom

JANUARY 5TH
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News in brief

Tornadoes, heavy snow

rumble through Texas

HOUSTON (AP) — A strong storm system that
moved across Texas on Christmas Day spawned at
least three tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, heavy
snow and brisk winds that knocked down trees,
killing one person near Houston.

More than 20,000 customers in the Houston area
were without power — down from a previous esti-
mate of more than 70,000 — and nearly 20,000 more
lost power in parts of East and Central Texas.

By mid-afternoon, the tornado and thunderstorm
warnings had ended as the storm system moved
into Louisiana. But as the cold front dipped south-
ward, heavy snow began to fall in North Texas,
including in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Freezing
temperatures were even forecast for parts of deep
South Texas by nightfall.

Snow was falling at a rate of an inch to 1.5 inches
an hour in parts of North Texas along the Oklaho-
ma border on Tuesday afternoon, said Greg Carbin,
a warning coordination meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service Storm Prediction Center.

“There is a band across a few counties up there in
North Texas where it looks like it will snow pretty
heavily,” he said.

Visibility at the Dallas-Fort Worth International
Airport was down to a half-mile, and in downtown
Dallas, visibility was at a quarter-mile.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or
box.

3 4 6
8 6 1

9 5 7 4

6 8 1 7

411 2|6

2 7 5 3

8 9 3 5
4 5 8

1 8 9

www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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The Polar Bear Club

Every vear since 1903, a New Year's Day
swim in the icv Atlantic has been a signature
event of the nation’s oldest winter bathing
organization in Coney Island, N.Y.

AmericanProfile
£

Find us Follow us

americanprofile.com

Visit us

Carbin said forecasters had initially expected
about one to two inches of snow in those areas, but
snow was falling more quickly than had been ex-
pected.

“They could be in the band for a few more hours
... maybe 3 to 6 inches,” Carbin said. “It looks pret-
ty interesting.”

Ex-President Bush spends

Christmas in hospital

HOUSTON (AP) — Former President George HW.
Bush spent Christmas in a Houston hospital with
his wife, Barbara, and other relatives who planned
to treat him to a special holiday meal.

Bush’s son, Neil, and his wife also visited on Tues-
day, and one of Bush’s grandsons was planning to
stop by as well, said Jim McGrath, Bush’s spokes-
man in Houston.

The 88-year-old has been in the hospital since
Nov. 23 with a lingering, bronchitis-like cough. A
hospital spokesman had said Bush was likely to
be released to spend Christmas at home, but then
McGrath said the former president developed a fe-
ver.

Doctors remain “cautiously optimistic” Bush will
recover, but want to keep him in the hospital while
they help him build up his strength and balance his
medications, McGrath said.

On Christmas, the Bush family normally eats at
Gigi’s Asian Bistro in Houston’s Galleria neighbor-
hood, McGrath said. There were plans to pick up
food at the upscale restaurant and bring the meal
to the hospital.

Bush has been receiving visitors for weeks, in-
cluding two by his son, former President George
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By Steve Becker
The Most Important Trick

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

‘This left South to grapple with the
problem of how to make six dia-

Opening lead — zce of spades.

All too often, a faulty play by
declarer on the first trick can cost
him the contract.

Take this ease where South wound
up in a horrendous six-diamond con-
tract missing a cashable ace and the
K-J-8-x-x of trumps. The blame can
be assigned mainly to North, whose
leap to four diamonds in an attempt
to show cxtra values led South to
credit his partner with much stronger
frump support.

NORTH monds afler West led the ace and
Q83 another spade. The trouble was that
YKQI2 South’s grappling did not begin until
4Q63 after he had taken the second spade
Q65 with his king, at which point it was,
WEST EAST sadly, already oo late. No malter
MA9TS542 »106 how he continued, there was no lic of
Y0743 Y9865 the cards that would permit him to

L 2] *K852 make the contract.
74 083 Had South taken more time at
SOUTH trick one to picture a lie of the oppos-
K] ing diamonds that would allow him
YA to succeed, he would have realized
*A10974 that there was only one possibility —
SAKII102 the singleton jack in the West hand.
The bidding: No other lie, including the singleton
South  West North East king in either hand, could avert a

14 Pass 1 ¥ Pass trump loser.

EX Pass 44 Pass To get home safely, however,
6e South would need two entries to

dummy. Accordingly, he should have
dropped the spade king under the ace
at trick one and taken the second
spade with dummy’s queen.

The queen of diamonds is then
led, leaving the defense without
recourse. If East refuscs to cover,
declarer next leads a diamond to the
ten, crosses to the queen of clubs and
leads a diamond to the nine. If East
instead covers the diamond queen
with the king, declarer wins, leads a
club to the queen and finesses the
diamond seven to make the slam.

Tomorrow: A drop in the bucket.
©2012 King Features Syndicate Ine.

W. Bush, and one by Jeb Bush, former governor of
Florida.

Bush and his wife reside in Houston during the
winter, and spend their summers at a home in Ken-
nebunkport, Maine.

Cartel-related murder

trials to begin in El Paso

EL PASO, Texas (AP) — A February trial date has
been set for two people accused of involvement in a
2009 drug cartel-related murder in El Paso.

The El Paso Times reports a February trial date
has been set for 19-year-old Juan Gerardo Garcia
Jr., and 20-year old Christopher Duran. They are
accused of involvement in the May 2009 shooting
death of 37-year-old Jose Daniel Gonzalez-Galeana.

State prosecutors are seeking the death penalty
against 21-year-old Michael Jackson Apodaca, who
was a Fort Bliss soldier at the time of the killing,
and 33-year-old Rueben Rodriguez-Dorado.

Police say the Juarez cartel ordered Rodriguez-
Dorado to kill Gonzalez-Galeana because they be-
lieved he was cooperating with the U.S. govern-
ment and had joined a rival group. Police say the
victim was a mid-level cartel boss who coordinated
drug shipments.

Texas Supreme Court to

rule on church land dispute

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The Texas Supreme Court
will decide who owns 52 Fort Worth-area church
properties valued at more than $100 million in a
case being hailed by lawyers as one of the largest
church property disputes in state and U.S. history.

The dispute erupted about five years ago after the
Fort Worth Episcopal diocese broke away from the
national church in protest of the consecration of a
gay bishop, ordination of women and other policies
it perceived as too liberal. The Fort Worth diocese
claimed it owned the churches and other proper-
ties, but in 2009 the national church sued, arguing
the breakaway group could not take the buildings
and land.

Attorneys believe the Supreme Court’s decision
could determine how Texas handles similar dis-
putes in the future, cases that often require a bal-
ance between the constitutional guarantee of free-
dom of religion and state laws on property rights
and nonprofits.

“It’s not the amount of money that makes the case
important,” Scott Brister, a lawyer for the Fort
Worth diocese, told the Austin American-States-
man.

The Fort Worth diocese is led by conservative
Bishop Jack Iker. When he led his group’s split,
Iker claimed his diocese held the deeds to all
church properties, including the 48 congregations
that joined him and the eight that remained loyal
to the national church. Eventually, some of the lo-
cal disputes were settled. But in 2009, the national
Episcopal Church filed suit arguing all the proper-
ties belonged to the denomination.

Fort Worth firefighters

rescue 4 in Christmas fire

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — Fort Worth fire-
fighters have rescued a family of four from the
balcony of their townhome after it caught fire on
Christmas Day.

The Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported the blaze
started at about 2 a.m. When firefighters arrived
the roof over several units were already on fire.

Fire officials say a couple and their two small
children were standing on a rear balcony after es-
caping the flames. They say a ladder crew rescued
them from the balcony.

Myers & Smith

Funeral Home And Chapel
Family Owned Since 1985

We Accept Pre-Need Plans From
Other Funeral Homes.

- ——

| Bill & harlsa My_evrs

Owners
www.myersandsmith.com

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with more than 100

years combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D.

Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, PC.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial

It's easy to blame the driver when a big
rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is
usually much more complex. When trucking
company management cuts corners in
training, equipment and maintenance, the
rest of us pay the price. If you or someone
you love has been killed or injured in an

18-wheeler truck wreck, call us today for fig I®e {0101 LYo Mo TS0 ]

professional insight. www. YourCarWreck.com

Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
CAMERON, TEXAS

Reports of heart attack and death led the FDA to recall
Granuflo Concentrate and Naturalyte Liquid, which are
commonly used drugs during dialysis.

These products have been shown to increase levels of
sodium bicarbonate in the blood which can lead to:

Heart Attack

Stroke Death

If ydu or a loved one experienced any of the serious side effects above
or died within 72 hours of kidney dialysis, call 1-800-598-5940.

Janet, Jenner & Suggs, LLC

1-800-598-5940

Attorneys admitted in multiple states. Practicing nationally on a pro hac vice basis. Principal offices in Baltimore, MD, Columbia, SC & Asheville, NC

267-8288

” Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

B oa\:l'p \ngel

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-GAR-ANGEL

www.boatangel.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237.
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Chuck Pagano stepped to
the podium Monday, hugged
his team owner, thanked his
family for its support and
wiped a tear from his eye.

He might, finally, turn out
the lights in his office, too.

Nearly three months to the
day after being diagnosed
with leukemia, the Colts’
first-year coach returned to
a team eager to reunite with
a boss healthy enough to go
back to work.

“I told you my best day of
my life was July 1, 1989,”
Pagano said, referring to his
weddingdate. “Today was No.
2. Getting to pull up, drive in,
get out of my car, the key fob
still worked. I was beginning
to question whether it would
or not. When I asked for
Bruce to take over, I asked
for him to kick some you-
know-what and to do great.
Damn Bruce, you had to go
and win nine games? Tough
act to follow. Tough act to
follow. Best in the history of
the NFL. That’s what I have
to come back to.”

The comment turned tears
into the laughter everyone
expected on such a festive
occasion.

For Pagano and the Colts,
Monday morning was as
precious as anyone could
have imagined when Pagano
took an indefinite leave to
face the biggest opponent of
his life, cancer.

In his absence, all the Colts
was win nine of 12 games,
make a historic turnaround
and clinch a playoff spot all
before Sunday’s regular-

“l told you my best
day of my life was
(my wedding day)
July 1, 1989. Today
was No. 2.”

Chuck Pagano

Indianapolis Cots
head coach

season finale against
Houston, which they pegged
as the day they hoped to have
Pagano back. If all goes well
at practice this week, Pagano
will be on the sideline for the
first time since a Week 3 loss
to Jacksonville.

Pagano endured three
rounds of chemotherapy to
put his cancer in remission.

That Pagano’s return came
less than 24 hours after Indy
(10-5) locked up the No. 5 seed
in the AFC and the day before
Christmas seemed fitting,
too.

“I know Chuck is ready for
this challenge. In speaking
to his doctor multiple times,
I know that the time is right
for him to grab the reins, get
the head coaching cap on and
begin the journey,” owner
Jim Irsay said. “It’s been a
miraculous story. It really
is a book. It’s a fairytale. It’s
a Hollywood script. It’s all
those things but it’s real.”

The reality is that he’s
returning to a vastly different
team than the one he turned
over to Arians, his long-time
friend and first assistant

Sports
Calendar

THURSDAY

coaching hire.

Back then, the Colts were
1-2 and most of the so-called
experts had written them off
as one of the league’s worst
teams. Now, they’re ready to
show the football world that
they can be just as successful
under Pagano as they were
under Arians, who tied the
NFL record for wins after a
midseason coaching change.

Pagano also has changed.

The neatly-trimmed
salt-and-pepper hair and
trademark goatee that were
missing in November have
slowly returned, and the
thinner man who appeared
to be catching his breath
during a postgame speech
in early November, looked
and sounded as good as ever
Monday.

He repeatedly thanked fans
for their prayers and letters,
the organization and his
family for their unwavering
help and promised to provide
comfort and support to other
people who are facing similar
fights. During one poignant
moment that nearly brought
out tears again, Pagano
even recounted a letter sent
to him by a 9-year-old child
who suggested he suck on
ice chips and strawberry
Popsicles in the hospital and
advised him to be nice to the
nurses regardless of how
he felt — and he never even
paused.

“I feel great, my weight is
back, my energy is back and
again, it’s just a blessing to
be back here,” Pagano said.

Boy’s Basketball

* Forsan vs. TBA, Reagan County Tournament (varsity
only), through Saturday.

« Coahoma vs. TBA, Reagan County Tournament (var-
sity only), through Saturday.

« Stanton vs. McCamey, Reagan County Tournament,
1:30 p.m., through Saturday.

« Sands vs. TBA, Lubbock Caprock Tournament,
through Saturday.

Girl’s Basketball

* Big Spring vs. Tulia, Lubbock Caprock Tournament,
Lubbock Coronado, 1:30 p.m., through Saturday.

+ Coahoma vs. TBA, Reagan County Tournament,
(varsity only), through Saturday.

* Forsan vs. TBA, Regan County Tournament (varsity
only), through Saturday.

- Stanton vs. TBA, Reagan County Tournament (var-
sity only), through Saturday.

« Sands vs. TBA, Lubbock Caprock Tournament (var-
sity only), through Saturday.

FRIDAY
Men’s Basketball
- Howard College vs. Salt Lake Community College,
2 p.m., at Mesa College Tournament, Mesa, Ariz.,
through Saturday.

Boy’s Basketball

* Big Spring vs. TBA, Bridgeport Tournament (varsity
only), through Saturday.

+ Grady vs. Wink, 8 p.m., Grady Black & White Cotton
Classic Tournament, through Saturday.

+ Garden City vs. Ira, 5 p.m., Grady Tournament,
through Saturday.

Girl’s Basketball

* Grady vs. Lovington, N.M., 12:30 p.m., Grady Black
& White Cotton Classic, through Saturday.

+ Garden City vs. Midland Trinity, 9 a.m., Grady Tour-

See COACH, Page 13 nament, through Saturday.

For Cowboys,

« Little Ceaser’s Pizza Bowl, Central
Michigan vs. West Kentucky, Detroit,
Ml, today, 6:30 p.m., ESPN.

+ Miltary Bowl, Bowling Green vs.
San Jose State, Washington D.C.,
Thursday, Dec. 27, 2 p.m., ESPN.

+ Belk Bowl, Cincinatti vs. Duke,
Charlotte, N.C., Thursday, Dec. 27,
5:30 p.m., ESPN.

Bridgeport Education Holiday
Bowl, Baylor vs. UCLA, Thursday,
Dec. 27, 8:45 p.m., ESPN.

+ AdvoCare V100 Independence
Bowl, Ohio vs. ULM, Shereveport,
LA, Friday, Dec. 28, 1 p.m., ESPN.

* Russell Athletic Bowl, Rutgers vs.
Virginia Tech, Orlando, FL, Friday,
Dec. 28, 4:30 p.m., ESPN.

+ Meineke Car Care Bowl of Texas,
Minnesota vs. Texas Tech, Houston,
TX, Friday, Dec. 28, 8 p.m., ESPN.

+ Bell Helicopter Armed Forces
Bowl, Air Force vs. Rice, Fort Worth,
TX, Sat. Dec. 29, 10:45 a.m., ESPN.

* New Era Pinstripe Bowl, Syracuse
vs. West Virginia, Bronx, NY, Satur-

day, Dec. 29, 2:15 p.m., ESPN.

+ Kraft Fight Hunger Bowl, Arizona
State vs. Navy, San Francisco, CA,
Saturday, Dec. 29, 3 p.m., ESPN2.

« Valero Alamo Bowl, Oregon State
vs. Texas, San Antonio, TX, Saturday,
Dec. 29, 5:45 p.m., ESPN.

+ Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl, Michi-
gan State vs. TCU, Tempe, AZ, Sat-
urday, Dec. 29, 9:15 p.m., ESPN.

* Franklin American Mortgage Mu-
sic City Bowl, N.C. State vs. Vander-
bilt, Nashville, TN, Monday, Dec. 31,
11 a.m., ESPN.

« Hyandai Sun Bowl, Georgia Tech
vs. USC, El Paso, TX, Monday, Dec.
31,1 p.m., CBS.

+ AutoZone Liberty Bowl, lowa
State vs. Tulsa, Memphis, TN, Mon-
day, Dec. 31, 2:30 p.m., ESPN.

+ Chick-fil-A Bowl, Clemson vs.
LSU, Atlanta, GA, Monday, Dec. 31,
6:30 p.m., ESPN.

» Heart of Dallas Bowl, Purdue vs.
Oklahoma State, Dallas, TX, Tues-
day, Jan. 1, 11 a.m., ESPNU.

» TaxSlayer.com Gator Bowl, Mis-
sissippi State vs. Northwestern, Jack-
sonville, FL, Tuesday, Jan. 1, 11 a.m.,
ESPN2.

« Capital One Bowl, Georgia vs. Ne-
braska, Orlando, FL, Tuesday, Jan. 1,
noon, ABC.

+ Outback Bowl, Michigan vs. South
Carolina, Tampa, FL, Tuesday, Jan.
1, noon, ESPN.

» Rose Bowl, Stanford vs. Wiscon-
sin, Pasadena, CA, Tuesday, Jan. 1,
4 p.m., ESPN.

+ Discover Orange Bowl, Florida
State vs. Northern lllinois, Miami Gar-
dens, FL, Tuesday, Jan. 1, 7:30 p.m.,
ESPN.

- Allstate Sugar Bowl, Florida vs.
Louisville, New Orleans, LA, Wednes-
day, Jan. 2, 7:30 p.m., ESPN.

- Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, Kansas State
vs. Oregon, Glendale, AZ, Thursday,
Jan. 3, 7:30 p.m., ESPN.

» AT&T Cotton Bowl, Oklahoma vs.
Texas A&M, Arlington, TX, Friday, Ja.
4,7 p.m., FOX.

Lakers top Knicks to get back to .500

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The pieces of the puzzle
that have been the Lak-
ers’ confounding season
so far are starting to fall

into place.
Kobe Bryant engi-
neered a second-half

comeback, the defense
stepped up, and Los
Angeles beat the New
York Knicks 100-94 on
Tuesday, extending its
winning streak to five
games.

“We're .500,” a smiling
Dwight Howard said.
“We did it on Christ-
mas, too. I knew this
day would come.”

Bryantscored 34 points
in his NBA-record 15th
Christmas Day game
and Metta World Peace
added 20 b»oints and

seven rebounds while
defending Carmelo An-
thony, whose 34 points
led the Knicks. Anthony
said he hyperextended
his left knee, but expects
to play on Wednesday in
Phoenix.

Bryant, the league’s
leading scorer, has
topped 30 or more points
in nine straight games.

“If you’re going to
play on Christmas, it’s
always better to win.
Makes it all worth-
while,” said Bryant, who
would soon hop a flight
to Denver, getting there
ahead of the Nuggets,
who played the Clippers
in the other half of the
holiday doubleheader at
Staples Center.

The T.akers imbroved

to 14-14 — 9-9 under new
coach Mike D’Antoni —
and upped their holiday
record to 21-18, includ-
ing 139 at home. They
returned to .500 for the
first time since they
were 8-8 on Nov. 30.

“It’s so early in the
season to have turned
a corner,” Bryant said.
“We have everybody
in the lineup and we're
starting to see how we
want to play.”

The Knicks controlled
most of the game behind
AnthonyandJ.R. Smith,
who had 24 points. But
they struggled offensive-
ly in the fourth, when
Anthony was limited to
seven points and Smith
had five as the Lakers’
defense clamned down

World Peace fouled out
with 1:58 to play and the
Lakers ahead by four.

World Peace credited
his defense on Anthony
to “old-school basket-
ball.”

“'m back in shape
and it’s a little tough to
guard me,” he said.

Steve Nash said: “This
is what he’s been do-
ing all year. He gets his
hands on a lot of balls,
pounds on the other
team’s best guy. You
can’t win without that
type of effort.”

Smith’s 3-pointer
pulled New York to 96-
94. After Pau Gasol made
one of two free throws,
Smith missed another 3

See LAKERS Pace 13

Sunday task
a familiar one

IRVING, Texas (AP)
— The Dallas Cowboys
should know this drill
by now.

The only thing left is
figuring out how to win
a playoffs-or-bust game
at an NFC East rival in
the final game of the sea-
son.

The Cowboys flopped
badly in Philadelphia
in 2008, and were better
but still not very good
last season at the New
York Giants.

Dallas gets another
chance Sunday night
at Washington against
Robert Griffin III and
the Redskins (9-6), who
could still make the
postseason even if they
lose.

“You live for games
like this,” Cowboys
coach Jason Garrett
said at a quiet and most-
ly shuttered team head-
quarters on Christmas
Eve.

The Cowboys (8-7) be-
gan the second-to-last
Sunday of the regular
season with control of
their playoff fate, and
ended it the same way
despite losing to New
Orleans 34-31 in over-
time. That’s because the
Giants lost at Baltimore,
essentially rendering
the Dallas loss meaning-
less.

During a stretch of
five wins in six games
that revived Dallas’

postseason hopes, the
only loss was to the Red-
skins on Thanksgiving.
Griffin engineered the
first 28-point quarter for
Washington in 13 years,
going 8 of 8 for 178 yards
and three touchdowns
in the second quarter.
The first big NFL play in
Texas for the Heisman
Trophy winner from
Baylor was a perfect
deep throw to Aldrick
Robinson for a 68-yard
score.

“'ll say it again: I
was awed with what he
did to us in the second
quarter out here in Cow-
boys Stadium,” Cow-
boys owner Jerry Jones
said. “I certainly think
that’s the type of player
we’re playing against
and team we’re playing
against.”

If the loss to the Saints
is any indicator, the
Cowboys are in trouble.
They couldn’t stop Drew
Brees and the Saints un-
til New Orleans mostly
quit throwing with a
31-17 lead in the fourth
quarter. Brees threw
for 446 yards and three
touchdowns, and the
Cowboys gave up 562
total yards — a season
high by more than 100.
New Orleans converted
11 third downs and kept
the ball for nearly 42
minutes.

See DALLAS Pace 13
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

NEED TO Rent- House with
land for horse with 3 Bdrm, 2
bath house. Please Call
(870)665-2375..

Help Wanted

$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS
NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver for fuel deliveries.
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr.,
all full medical benefits paid,
retirement plan, vacation and
sick leave. Must have CDL,
hazmat & good driving record.
Come by 1st & Johnson, Park

Fuels/ Chevron, Big Spring.
(432)263-0033.
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

Department taking applications
for Oil Change Tech and Porter

Apply In Person @ Pollard
1501 East 4th Street, Big
Spring, TX.

BARTENDERS & COCKTAIL
WAITRESSES. Outgoing &
Enthusiastic? No experience
necessary. Must be 18 or

older. Call 432-213-0946 for
application, San Franciscan
Bar & Giill.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:

* Crew Tech

Must have valid Texas Drivers
License, will train, Come by
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls
please.

PIZZA INN

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF.
MUST HAVE SUPER STAR
PERSONALITY AND GREAT
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

OPPORTUNITY *~
'i"-::':'/.../") SOUTHERNSTAR d;sl_‘l :\k“"}

. w

/=

$14.00 per hour training pay

We are a growing company who would love to make
you a part of our success.

Satellite Installation/Repair Technicians

Big Spring

View Requirements, Benefits
and Apply Online at:

www.southernstarjobs.com

Wireless
needing Assistant

Company
Manager. Email resume to
melissa @ mobileadiction.com
or call 806-433-3919.

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk
and Housekeeping person.
Apply at Front Office @ 2701
South Gregg Street.

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m.
(432)684-5418.

CERTIFIED PHARMACY
TECHNICIAN
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
OF DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES:
South Plains Rural Health
Services is in need of two Cer-
tified Pharmacy Technicians at
Howard County Community
Health Center in Big Spring.
The Pharmacy Tech assists
the Pharmacist and the
Medication Coordinator in the
operations of the pharmacy in

conjunction with the health
services provided within the
community health center.

Primary duties include main-
taining all quality control and
inventory control records on
pharmaceutials as outlined by
the  pharmacist in charge.
Assists the Pharmacist, under
direct supervision, in the
practice of Pharmacy, in accor-
dance to local, state, federal,
and company regulations.
Educational requirements
include High School Diploma
and a Pharmacy Technician
Certification. This full-time posi-
tion offers a competitive salary,
benefits, and holidays. Please

mail resume/ applications to
Dale Moore, South Plains
Rural Health Services, Inc.

1000 FM 300, Levelland TX
79336, or fax to
(806)894-3378. Or apply online
at www.sprhs.org. EOE. No
phone calls please.

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

TexSCAN Week of
December 23, 2012

DRIVERS

OWNER OPERATORS CDL-A. Still waiting for $106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
that end of the year bonus? If you qualify and or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,
have documented proof of your pending Safety, ($6900/10.81%/7yr) 90-days same as cash,
miles or any other bonus...we will match it! Dedi- Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

cated, recession-proof freight. Lease purchase AprORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake
DRIVERS Excellent hometime, SW region. program with down payment assistance. Call For Ry and manufactured housing OK! Guar-

Great benefitstop pay. Minimum 6-months Tonya 1-866-242-4978. DriveForGreatwide.com
tractor trailer experience. CDL-A required. TEAM DRIVERS $2500 Sign-on bonus per as low as $6900, Call Josh, 1-003-878-7265

Paid orientationftraining. 1-888-518-7084, yriver. Su

www.cypresstruck.com

dental. 401K. Paid vacations. Call 1-877-

826-4605 or www.drivefortango.com

anteed financing with 10% down. Lots starting

per excellent home time options. ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake

Exceptional earning potential and equip- \edina/Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E,
DRIVER - TANGO TRANSPORT now ment. CDL-A required. Students with CDL-A gy, M/H or house OK only $830 down, 5235

hiring Regional OTR team. Top pay, plenty welcome. Call 1-866-955-6957 or apply month (12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financing,
of miles, great home time. Family medical/ online at www.superservicellc.com

more information call 1-830-460-8354

YOU GOT THE DanE‘ we have the direction. ACREAGE REPO with Septic tank, DOOI.

OTR drivers, APU Equipped, Pre-Pass, EZ-

pier, ramp. Owner finance. Granbury TX

DRIVERS - HIRING Experienced/Inexperi- pass, passenger policy. Newer equipment. 1-010-422-3013

enced Tanker drivers! Earn up to 51¢/mile.
Great benefits and pay! New fleet Volvo
tractors! 1-year OTR experience required.

100% NO touch. 1-800-528-7825

EDUCATION/TRAINING

WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake
Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina.

Tanker training available. Call today: 1-877- AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands Rooms fully furnished! Gated community

B82-6537 www.OakleyTransport.com
DRIVERS - OTR POSITIONS Earn 32¢-45¢
per mile. $1200 sign-on bonus. Assigned
equipment. Pet policy. DeBoer Transporta-
tion. 1-800-825-8511. O/O's welcome. www.
deboertrans.com

DRIVERS REGIONAL FLATBED Home

on aviation maintenance career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid if quali-
fied, housing available. CGall Aviation
Institute of Maintenance, 1-877-523-4531
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home.
Medical, Business, Criminal Justice, Hospitality.
Job placement assistance. Computer available.
Financial aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized.

every weekend, 40¢ - 45¢ cpm. Class CDL-A ¢ 4_ggg 005-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com

required. Flatbed load training available. 1st
seat sign-on bonus. 1-800-992-7863, ext.
185. www.McElroyTruckLines.com

DRIVERS- STUDENTS 18-days from start
to finish. Earn your CDL-A. No out-of-pocket
tuition cost. Step up to a new career with
FFE. www.driveffe.com, 1-855-356-7122

EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS
Regional opportunties now open with plenty
of freight and great pay. 1-800-277-0212 or
primeinc.com

OWNER OPERATORS and Fleet driv-
ers and #8211; 2800-3200 miles/week
avg. All miles paid. Home weekly. Fuel
surcharge, paid plates and permits,
weekly settlements. 1-888-720-1565 or
ParkwayTransportinc.com

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES needed!
Train to become a Medical Office Specialist
at Ayers Career College. Online training gets
you job ready ASAP. Job Placement when
program completed. 1-888-368-1638

REAL ESTATE

20 ACRES FREE! Buy 40-get 60 acres. $0
down, money back guarantee. No credit
checks. Beautiful views, roads/surveyed
near El Paso, Texas. 1-800-843-7537 www.
SunsetRanches.com

21 ACRES Rocksprings. Hunting, retirement,
investment. Rolling live oak, cedar, views.
Native, exotic game, electricity. Private road,
locked gate. $2,993 down (9.9%, 20 years)
1-800-876-9720. www.hillcountryranches.com

with clubhouse, swimming pool and
boat ramps. Call for more information:
1-903-878-7265, 1-836-377-3235 or
1-830-460-8354

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statewide Ad.....u..’500

301 Newspapers, 942,418 Circulation

North Region Only.....5230

98 Newspapers, 263,811 Circulation

South Region Only.....%230

101 Newspapers, 366,726 Circulation

West Region Only......5230

102 Newspapers, 311,881 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper

direct, or call Texas Press Service
at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

WASTEWATER
Treatment Plant Operators in
Pecos area.
Apply by calling
Lee Conatser at
713-805-6670
or send resume to
Quail Run Services
P.O. Box 1662
Wimberley, Texas 78676 or
leeconatser@
Imenvironmental.com

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer
and maintainer operators. 2
yrs. minimum heavy equipment

experienced  required. Pay
DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100% paid!

Valid DL required. Apply in
person at 9400 S. Service Rd.,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more info...

Join our professional cleaning
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training,
all necessary supplies and
uniform.  Must have own
transportation & speak English.
All cleaners are drug tested &
background checked. Bonded
and insured. Call J. Williams
Management at 432-699-2090

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping
and Part-time Janitorial. Must
be able to work weekends. Ap-
ply at 1102 West 1-20. No
phone calls please.

MAINT TECH needed for
Property in Big Spring.
Applicant must have strong
organizational skills and enjoy
working outdoors. Ability to
work independently
with minimal supervision.
40 hours/wk.

Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.
Fax resume
432-264-1761

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

PROSPERITY BANK is
seeking a Part-Time teller.
Cash  handling  experience
required. If you would like to
join our growing team of expe-
rienced bankers, please apply
online at www.prosperitytx.com
under the careers section. EOE
D/V/M/F Member FDIC

NOW ACCEPTING Resumes
For Plant Operator @ Natural
Gas Processing Plant NE of
Big Spring, TX.

Excellent Salary, Paid Vaca-
tion, Medical Insurance, and
401k. Please Send Resume
To:

Plant Supervisor

11703 E. FM 846

Coahoma, TX 79511

Or Fax (432)399-4290

Or Email carcher@wtggas.com

PARKVIEW NURSING
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2pm-10pm and split shifts
*Charge Nurse

10pm-6am shift

Competitive Pay & Insurance

* Laundry Aid/Housekeeper
Experience a plus.

You may apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

and

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST
BE AVAILABLE DAYS,

NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

PIZZA INN
NOW  HIRING DELIVERY
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE

CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST.
MAKE UP TO $12.00 PER
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG.

West Texas Centers

program.

Looking For A Rewarding Career? Look No Further.

If this sounds like the opportunity for you the responsibilities would
include working with a highly trained team to provide daily living skills
training and supports to clients. West Texas Centers has part-time
openings up to 32 hours weekly starting at $9.30 an hour. Full time
positions are also available with salary $9.93 per hour plus benefits.
Full time positions offer a full benefit package to include health insur-
ance, dental, generous paid personal time off and a great retirement

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE

235061

CRMWD

Colorado River M.

ipal Water D

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting
applications for a Field Operations Manager.

Position is responsible for all activities relating to the
maintenance of the District’s water supply systems, water
quality enhancement systems, and safety and security

programs.

The successful candidate will have the experience necessary
to successfully plan, direct, organize, and, oversee the daily
activities of crews maintaining the District’s raw water
pipelines, pumps, and pump stations. Must have progressive
experience managing multiple projects and personnel. Prior
experience in water supply operations and distribution

strongly preferred.

CRMWD is an equal opportunity employer. Benefits include
health insurance, retirement plans, and sick., vacation and

holiday leave.

Applications are required and are available at the District’s
office, 400 E. 24™ Street, Big Spring, Texas, by calling

=

(432) 267-6341 or www.crmwd.org

seeking a certified Physical
Therapist and Occupational
Therapist to serve in the Big
Spring area. Please contact

Steven Sanchez @
432-889-3916.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Diriver,

Roustabout Pushers and
Helpers. Must have valid
drivers license. Apply in per-

son at 3327 W 120 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SEEKING LINE walker for
natural gas processing plant
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must
have valid Texas drivers li-
cense and be able to pass drug
screening. Must be physically
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send
resume to: Plant Supervisor,
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma,

X 79511 or email
carcher@wtggas.com or fax
432-399-4290.

SHOP HAND NEEDED-

Must be able to read a tape
measure. Monday thru Friday
6:00am-4:30pm. Call
(432)267-4700.

SHOP/FIELD MECHANICS
Basin Engine and Pump

Shop and Field Mechanics
needed for Industrial Oilfield
Shop. Tools, Uniforms pro-
vided. Benefits package. Pay
DOE. Please submit resume by
fax to 432-570-1115 or email to
shawn @basinengine.com
Office 432-570-1114. Applica-
tions may be filed out at
1914 South County Road.
1083-Midland, TX.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews.
Call 325-884-2255  Apply
Online @ Pinnergy.com

WANTED: SALES Clerk, 3
years experience required,
computer skills. Call
(432)267-7501, come by The
Record Shop, 211 South Main
Street, 9:30-1:30.

WESTERN BANK is seeking a
Full-Time Customer Service
Representative. Experience is
preferred, but will  train.
Candidate must enjoy working
with the public in a high paced
environment and must be detalil
oriented. Candidate should be
Proficient in Word and Excel.
Western Bank offers
comprehensive benefits and
compensation is DOE. Western
Bank is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. Please email
resume to HR@thebank.net or
pick up an application at 500
W. Broadway, Coahoma, TX.
No phone calls please.

Do you have
a service to offer?

Place your ad in the Herald
Classified Professional Service
Directory
Call 263-7331 Today!

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

By Phone...
263-7331

By Fax...
264-7205

In Person...
710 Scurry

By e-mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com

By Mail...
P.0. Box 1431

Bii: SPRING
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CLASSIFIED

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!
| cocne ot __

$55.60 Per Month

i
N S

Since 1947

30 Wki'dav 8 am.-12
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

Hrs, B a.m.-3 p.o. Sat

C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

THe Spraveo-On LiNes

STUCCO -
Qllalll!l ﬂl)ll(:l‘ﬂle ﬂ‘} DRIVEWAYS &
.t Jy SIDEWALKS ~ ©

Metal B““dmg we BLOCKFENCES

Residential and Commercial Cmco ana Sons

Garage * Shed * Carports,
etc. CO"CI‘ ete

NO JOB TOO SMALL (432) 81 6'6561

81 GC_ Asl-hsg g Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

oSS j ROADS
HECIRIC

Herald Classifieds }Eﬂtﬂ}mdml ey |
f Texas Electrical :
i H ERA I_. D Contractor | License 825436

Phone: (432) 264-6261

YOUR AD | redcss X rence W dewces

Bt s

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BDA Covparies

o — oy —y
J.T.West Texas -+
Fence & Welding ~..-

Garden City. Texas _'f_

-
[

B & M Fence Co.
VOTEDBESTINBIGSPRING |

—

Wood Fence » Metal Femee 3
Pipe Fence « Pipe Corrals T
-Barbed Wire Fence « Net Wire Fence
_,&
J.-
3
4
-

+ Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal

e —an

Free Estimates

*Cedar + Doy Kennels Home (432) 354-2513

Cell:(432) 466-1715

ot

. i Elglﬁpnn (123) 203-4858 |
“0“ nccen““g T“‘Hor |11g City (325) 378-3077 "f*

Quality Fence Co. Gibbs Remodeling

Jimmy Marquez-Owner Room Additions,

. ] Drywall Hanging & Finishing,

F mes.t In ' E Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Fencing & Tile, Insallation & Repair.
Wood & i Free Estimates

Chainlink All Remodel Needs Of Any

Room In Your Home.
Free Estimates °
432-267-3349 can 263-8280 or 210-3262 :

= e

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

METAL BUILDINGS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING
MASTER REMODELER

(432) 263-1580

FAX
(432) 263-3711

CELL

OWNER

ROBERT P. SHAFFER

(432) 517-0133

220763

Free Estimates
sEin HOME REPAIR
= Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.
Get Our Price & Comymg Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty
Robert Marquez - Owner Add On's
Garage Door Repair
263-1613 FREE ESTIMATES
1'800'525'1389 Randy Smith-Owner
101NW 2nd St Big Spring, TX (432) 816-3030

TIMMY D'S ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
ROOFING DOORS/OPENERS
Meta|-Shing|e-F|at Roofs Remodeling * Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Whole/Patch Job epaR:ﬁnis;in‘; ele

231421

Home Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

LANDSCAPING LAWN CARE CENTER m m m

Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds e« Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

hza O

(432) 213-0031 [ =

Free Estimates

240382

Candy Thomas

[ You Grow It. We Mow It | It

We can tear your house down, and
built it from the ground.

Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NOJOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE
Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
Tam a single mother
(15 yrs. experience with crew)

' * LANDSCAPING - ANY DESIGN *
Roy Thomas
(432) 517-1051  [432) 816-5367

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

220352

Big Spring
Lawn Care
Mowing, Edging,
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.
Al of your Lawn Care.
FREE ESTIMATES

Phone

432-213-3582

238542

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care
Large Lot Mowing
up to 2 acres
Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5594

239863

HOME IMPROVEMENT nonseTRanng  JX  METALART  J PEST CONTROL YOUR AD

HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall,
Carpentry...

Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.
Small Jobs? Small Prices

432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

236042

Byron Pope

Cutting Horses, Braking
Training & Showing T‘p

Location In ¢

Andrews, TX
F

Call
(325) 436-2479

-

DON'S METAL ART

432'934'5) 1 J 1%
6605 N. SERVICE RD.

A 1-20 EXIT 184

§ BIG SPRING, TX

boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

Expert Plumbing
and
Drain Cleaning
Service

208227

(4321 270-3911

M-36107

APPLIANCE REPAIR
AND CASH FOR
UNWANTED
APPLIANCES.

(432) 813-6281

241388

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
MWar F. Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

Bt Sreisd

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

<. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Tvpes of Roof Work,
Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.

" FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING
$1,000.00 Off Complete Roof Job

7 s
A AVE e

You Need it
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates
Prifcarios - i

Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

We Do lt...

220351

Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured « Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

YOUR AD [ ROOFNG m C tRecTRIMMING QX TAX SERVICES

B SRS

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

L warnwens 2P HouSE FOR SALE C rorsme X winnowmint K CARFORSALE

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD

DELIVERED?
CALL

432-263-1331

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-3231

Family Owned Business
For 55 Yrs.

211135

JOHNNY FLORES Fn“' Seas““s
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. |II5II|aIIIIII & SIllllIII
All type of repairs! E; e / / 5
Work Guaranteed. : prcializing I
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs B . Yall Insolation
and Thermal
Doctor of Repairs! Replacement
Free Estimates!! Windows & Kiding z
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas. i
267-1110 Gall 264-8610

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience.
Stump grinder available. For Tree
Trimming and removal.

CALL

Lupe Villalpando CALL
432-268-6406 (432) 264-7515
432-213-1451 “Se Habla Espanol”

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund

TAK ASSOCIATES

406 Runnels

(Across from Bargain Mart)

231169

TRYING TO SELL Trying To Get Rid 0f
YOUR HOUSE? Unwanted Items
CALL 263-71331 CALL 263-71331
Herald Classifieds Herald Classifieds

HERALD | |HERALD

C&DTruck

Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
Tint
Cars, Trucks and
Houses

o year limited warranty

230667

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD
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Help Wanted Help Wanted m “ Real Estate for Rent

WESTERN BANK is seeking a
Full-Time Teller. Experience
preferred, but will train. Candi-
date should enjoy a high paced
atmosphere  with  extensive
contact with the public. Candi-
date should be proficient with
Ten key and Excel. Western
Bank offers comprehensive
benefits and compensation is
DOE. Western Bank is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
Please email resume to
HR @thebank.net or pick up an
application at 500 W. Broad-
way, Coahoma, TX. No phone
calls please.

Want to have the
adventure of a lifetime
without all the fuss?
Read!

WORLD ACCEPTANCE Corp
Assistant Manager /
Manager Trainee
The Big Spring, TX branch of
World Finance is now accept-
ing applications for a motivated
individual looking for a career
with a company that offers
room for advancement. Promo-
tion to Manager possible within

15 months.
Interested applicants should be
self motivated, possess the
ability to learn rapidly, have
great people skills and be goal
oriented.
Management
helpful but not necessary.
Complete training provided.
High school diploma, depend-
able vehicle and clean
background check required.
Competitive entry level starting
salary along with full benefit
package.

Please apply in person at:

121 E. 3rd St
Big Spring, TX 79720

experience

suddenl <_ k

Come be a part of one of the top cable broadband
providers in the U.S.! Suddenlink offers advancement
opportunities, competitive pay & benefit package
including 401k, medical, dental, vision, generous
discounts on services & more!

Now Hiring In Big Spring,
X

Direct Sales - Marketing
Specialist

Broadband Technicians IV

For full job description,
requirements
and to apply, go to our website.

www.workd4suddenlink.com

Suddenlink is an EEO/AAP
employer

235513

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here - Train ONLINE for Allied
Health and Medical Manage-

ment. Job placement assis- .
tance. Comr;))uter available, Flacement assistance. CALL
Financial Aid if qualified. Aviation Institute of

SCHEV certified. Call Maintenance. 877-803-8630

877-692-9599
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale

SEASONED MESQUITE
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at
432-270-3122.

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

Got Oil? Looking to buy/lease
oil rich minerals. Call Shane
325-232-7813. READY TO
DRILL.

FOUND IN the vicinity of the
Big Spring Mall. Male pitbull
puppy or needs good home if
not claimed, for more informa-
tion call 432-816-6750.

This I|nk www.petfinder.com
connects people to pets up for
adoption from the Big Spring
Animal Control (432)264-2372.

|

'@ I IDME @ MLS
o ReAaLTORS = —

(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx. 79720
Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs

LARGE BRICK HOME is perfect for a blended family - offering 6
bedrooms, 4 baths, 2 utility rooms. A large basement fealures
fireplace, kitchenette plus a bath. Four large bedrooms downstairs,
two large bedrooms upstairs features walk-in closets and the bath
with double sinks. Lots of built-in storage. Nice workshop in back.
Open patio, masonry/wood fence. Home is move-in ready.!!

Please call Kay Moore at (432) 770-5281 for an appointment today.

2211 CECILIA

230793

evre!

TWO SNOW white Christmas
Chihuahuas puppies- 1 male,
1 Female. Dewarmed. $100.00
each. Parents on site, pictures
of Grandparents. Call
(432)270-7941 leave message.

Real Estate for Rent

1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished
or unfurnished, All bills paid.
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes,
24Hr. maintenance, Central
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer
connections. Call
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1800 DUQUOIN- 3 Bedroom,
plus den, 2 bath. $1000 month
plus deposit. Call
480-721-7639 No HUD/ Pets
Extra. Fresh paint/ carpet.

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom,
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood

blinds. Non-Smoking/Pets.
References required. $1500
month, $1500 deposit. Call

(432)213-2319.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub,

extra large closets. $1050
month plus deposit. 1 Year
lease required. No pets/

smoker and no children please.
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

EXTRA PRIVATE 1 bedroom
Cottage House with computer
room. 1 Person Only. Non
Smoking/pets. $550.00 month,
Lease, Credit Qualify. Call
(432)270-0707 Broker.

RENT or SALE: Beautiful 3/2
Home w/double garage in
Lovely Neighborhood. Avail-
able after January 15th. Call
(432)267-5128 or 466-3879.

NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in  microwave, full-size
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage
area, playground area, fithess
center, and community center.
Open Monday-Friday
9am-6pm.  Call  Knollwood
Heights (432)264-1735.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE for
Rent, 801 E. FM 700 Suite-B.
Great location, 900 sq. ft,
$1200.00 month & $1000.00
deposit. Call 432-263-1275,
263-1866.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Sale

FSBO- OWNER Finance
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00
DN and 746.78 (P&Il) per mo.
WAC. www.tmsale.net/

2528, 2530 Fairchild
Please call 806-745-9965.

Dr.

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!
Sell them!

Call
263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald
Classified section and
receive a Garage sale kit
Free!

Call Today!

IR uUSSs

$55.60 Per Month

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!
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Pet News

Hero dog missing snout seems to have beaten cancer

DAVIS, Calif. (AP) — A
veterinarian at the
University of California,
Davis, has some good
news about a dog from
the Philippines who
became an international
hero after sacrificing her
snout to save two young

girls.
After completing six
weekly intravenous

chemotherapy infusions,
Kabang appears to have
beaten the cancer she
was suffering from, Gina
Davis, the primary care

veterinarian at the
William R. Pritchard
Veterinary Medical

Teaching Hospital in
Davis, told the San
Francisco Chronicle

The dog, however, is
still facing treatment for
heartworms in her
arteries before she can
have the gaping wound
on her face closed. Full
treatment of that
condition was put on
hold during cancer
therapy.

Kabang — a female
mongrel — had the first
of three arsenic-based
heartworm shots on Dec.

\i4 2
4 and 1is expected to
receive the other two in
the second week of
January, Davis said.

“It will be one to two
months for her to recover
from that before she goes
in and has the surgery,”
Davis said.

Kabang had her snout
and upper jaw sheared
off when she jumped in
front of a speeding
motorcycle, saving her

[

and
niece from serious injury
or death, according to
newspaper reports in the
Philippines.

The dog ended up in
Davis earlier this year

owner’s daughter

after a nurse from
Buffalo, N.Y.,
spearheaded a

fundraising campaign to
bring her to the U.S.

Veterinarians in the
Philippines were
apparently unable to

i and

treat her injuries.

Surgeons are planning
to perform two or three
procedures. The first will
involve dental work,
extractions and covering
exposed roots.

They will then try to
close the dog’s wound
restore nasal
functions. The dog’s bony

§ structures are currently

exposed to air, increasing

2 the chance of infection,
§ Davis said.

Kabang may return to

{ the Philippines in May
i or June. The bill for her
i treatment is expected to

i top $10,000.
Davis said despite
Kabang’s many
conditions, the dog

appears to be in good
spirits.

“She has come through
everything very well,”
Davis said. “Her appetite
is still good. She’s still
bright and happy.”

Information from: San
Francisco Chronicle,
http://www.sfgate.com

Lost, blind dog finds way back to Alaska owners

FAIRBANKS, Alaska (AP) —
Blind and alone in Alaska winter
temperatures that dipped 40
degrees below zero, a lost 8-year-
old Fairbanks dog wasn’t given
much of a chance to make it home.

But after walking 10 miles to the
edge of a local musher’s dog yard,
Abby the brown-and-white mixed
breed was found and returned to
her owners, a family that includes
two boys and one girl under the
age of 10.

The dog that the family raised
from an animal-shelter puppy
went missing during a snowstorm
on Dec. 13, and the family never
expected to see her again, The

McKenzie Grapengeter, emotion
choking her voice and tears
coming to her eyes. “We never
expected to have her to be
returned safe and alive.”

Musher and veterinarian Mark
May said he came across the dog
while running his team on Dec. 19,
but didn’t stop to pick her up.

“It ran with us for about a mile
on the way home before she fell off
the pace, but I had a big dog team
so I couldn’t grab it,” he said. “I
said, ‘boy I hope it finds
somebody’s house.””

The next day, the dog turned up
at May’s house.

“Everybody just assumed it was

way from 14 mile on the winter
trail down into this neighborhood,
I guess by just sniffing, so I picked
it up and brought it in.”
To May’s surprise, the dog had
no signs of frostbite.
“No frozen ears, no frozen toes,
she’ll probably go back home and
it’ll (be) business as usual. She’s
no worse for wear but quite an
adventure,” he said.
The Grapengeter family hadn’t
tagged or put a microchip in the
dog, but the community used
social media to track down Abby’s
owners.
“We’re so, so grateful for all (the

community’s) hard work,”
McKenzie Grapengeter said.
“They’ve given us the most

amazing Christmas gift we could

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner some kind of scaredy-cat, but there
reported. it was in front of the door in our

“It’s a miracle, there’s no other dog lot and it was blind,” May
words to describe it,” said said. “It was sitting there, all the

ever ask for.”

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Boxing Day Stars

A sextile of Saturn and
Pluto brings home the
major themes of this
Boxing Day, a day when
bosses serve employees
and when those who have
give to those who have
not. Though the
standards of living have
vastly improved since the
Middle Ages
when  this

tradition
started, the
needy are

still among
us. Mars in
Aquarius
urges your
generosity.

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
Information
is more
readily available now
than it ever has been in
any other time period.
But wisdom can’t be
Googled. It has to be
legitimately earned,
which is how you’ll come
by it today.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Today highlights the
difference between
caution and fear. This
can be a very slight and
personal difference that
each individual must
detect for him or herself.

GEMINI (May 21-June

HoLipAy
MATHIS

21). You prefer the
company of people who
let you finish the

sentences you start, but
that’s not always the
case. You’ll be exposed to
a wide variety of people,
and you may have to
assert yourself in order to
hold your own.

CANCER (June 22-July

22). Just because you're
not talking to someone at
the moment doesn’t mean
you've lost the
connection. Silence and
space between people
who share a strong
affinity often signifies a
strong bond, not a deficit.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’ll experience a
merging of languages: the
language of the senses,
the language of emotions,
the language of thoughts.
You’ll create beauty by
interpreting and
interweaving many ways
of communicating.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). When you spend time
with people, you are also
spending time with the
remnants of their history,
especially the childhood
parts involving their
family system. Knowing
this, you should try not
to take any of it too
seriously.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You’ll rally for justice
in a situation that hasn’t
exactly been fair for a
long time. Progress may
be slow, but slow is better
than letting everything
stay stuck. Your work
won’t be in vain.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You’re often more
comfortable  one-on-one
than in a group, and
today’s circumstances
will prove it. You’ll
expertly read someone’s
body language and be

most influential as a
result.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov.

22-Dec. 21). You’ll bring
spontaneity to a group
scenario, and those who
follow your lead are sure

to have a good time. But

there’s also something
tangible you hope to
accomplish.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). This will be a
surprisingly  productive
day. Stress can be highly
motivating. You’ll take
the tension you feel and
pour it into an activity
that requires a
heightened energy level
to complete.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). When the timing
is right, you will hit the
jackpot you want. But for
now, look around at the
jackpot you already have.
It’s pretty great. The
more you appreciate it
the better you feel.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You’ll find a
wonderful bit of
decadence set aside just
for you, but indulge with
caution. Like a rich
dessert, the first few bites
are the best. Go too far,
and a heavy feeling sets
in, followed by regret.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 26). The year starts
in a swirl of mystery and
excitement. One
relationship stands out,
and strong emotions will
change your experience
of daily life. Then
February brings a
development that lends
practical assistance to
one of your plans. A
bonus comes in August.
An unforgettable journey
starts in  September.
Aquarius and Libra
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 40, 1,
14, 34 and 16.

ASTROLOGICAL

QUESTIONS: “My ex-

wife has spent the past 15
years making my life
miserable, and she
continues to delight in
my financial ruin. Even
though my youngest
daughter is 18, the legal
age at which my child
support ended, my ex-
wife has found a loophole
and continues to extract
money from me. That
will end, but how am I to
reverse the bitterness she
has poisoned my children
with? I'm a Taurus who
just wants the fight
between me and a
Scorpio ex to be over.”

Taurus people
sometimes have a hard
time forgiving those who
have wronged them,
especially  when  the
person in question has
every intention of
continuing the offense.
Since you have no control
over your Scorpio’s
bitterness, all you can do
is let go of your own. The
good news is that she is
sensitive to such changes
on a karmic level. So the
work you do may be
private — in your quiet
prayers and in your heart
— but she’ll feel it and
will have no choice but to
react. She may surprise
you by dropping her
battle axe. Forgiveness
can be the hardest thing
to do, but it really is the
only way.

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
wwuw.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To find out
more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at

Www.creators.com.
© 2012 CREATORS.COM

Annie’s Mailbox «»

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

Dear Annie: I have been dating “Stan” for five
years. We are both in our 60s. When we started
dating, I was absolutely certain that I did not want to
get married. But Stan and I have been through so
much these past few years with various illnesses and
the like. We have always stood by each other, and I
have come to realize that I would like to be married
to this man and have said so to him.

Stan still has responsibilities to a surviving parent.
Both Stan and his mom seem so dependent on each
other that I feel like the proverbial third wheel. When
I discuss this with Stan, there is a slight change, but
only for a brief period of time, and then things go
right back to the way they were, with me essentially
on my own.

I don’t want to walk away from Stan, but I need
more than I am getting and want to know how to get
my point across. I would hate for Stan to lose out on
having a wonderful life with me at this stage of our
lives. — So Confused

Dear Confused: You cannot force Stan to see the
benefits of marriage through your eyes. His
relationship with his surviving parent takes
precedence over his relationship with you, and right
now, Stan interprets marriage as an abandonment of
Mom.

In addition, you have changed the rules midstream
by wanting marriage when you initially precluded it.
You would do better to absorb Mom into your life,
making a commitment toward her care part of your
relationship. And although that doesn’t promise
marriage, it will make Stan more favorably disposed.
Only you can decide whether the relationship with
Stan the Man is worth keeping without the legal
papers.

Dear Annie: My husband, “Bob,” rarely washes his
hands after using the bathroom. My son and I are
really disgusted with this behavior and worry about
the lingering germs that his hands pass on to
everything else he touches.

Bob claims we are germophobes, and that a little
bacteria is good for you. He thinks we overdo the
hand washing, getting rid of the “good” germs. I have
asked him to pose this question to his doctor, but he
refuses. Please help settle this argument. — Irritated
in Indiana

Dear Indiana: It’s true that over-sanitizing can be a
problem, but some degree of hygiene is necessary
because not all bacteria are harmless. And we
transfer these less helpful germs primarily through
our hands, not only via contact with multiple surfaces
that others have touched (or will), but also by rubbing
our eyes, scratching our noses and covering our
mouths with these same bacteria-laden hands. This is
how easily diseases such as meningitis, flu and
hepatitis can get passed around. If your husband
wants to swim in a swamp to see whether it boosts
his immune system, that’s up to him. But he
shouldn’t subject the rest of his family to his quirks.

Dear Annie: This is in response to “No State,”
whose 23-year-old cousin is now a police officer and
brags that he can give out tickets to those who annoy
him.

A police officer who abuses his authority not only
makes himself look bad, but also damages the
reputation of his department and all the other
hardworking and dedicated officers who put their life
on the line day in and day out.

Most police officers try to do their very best in
difficult circumstances. It is often a thankless job, but
one we willingly accept. Trust me, other police
officers do not like to see these abuses of power. “No
State” should talk to this officer’s superiors. —
Retired Kentucky Trooper

Dear Trooper: We suspect this cousin is all talk,
but it might not take much for him to cross a line. We
appreciate your counsel.

Happy Kwanzaa to all our readers.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column. Please email your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. To find out more about
Annie’s Mailbox and read features by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM
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This Date
In History

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 26,
the 361st day of 2012. There are
five days left in the year. The
seven-day African-American
holiday Kwanzaa begins today.

This is Boxing Day.
Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Dec. 26, 1972, the 33rd
president of the United States,
Harry S. Truman, died in
Kansas City, Mo., at age 88.

On this date:

In 1776, the British suffered a
major defeat in the Battle of
Trenton during the
Revolutionary War.

In 1799, former President
George Washington was eulo-
gized by Col. Henry Lee as
“first in war, first in peace and
first in the hearts of his coun-

trymen.”
In 1862, 38 Santee Sioux
Indians were hanged in

Mankato, Minn., for their roles
in an uprising that had claimed
the lives of hundreds of white
settlers. The Civil War Battle of
Chickasaw Bayou, resulting in

a Confederate victory, began in
Mississippi.

In 1908, Jack Johnson became
the first African-American
boxer to win the world heavy-
weight championship as he
defeated Canadian Tommy
Burns in Sydney, Australia.

In 1910, the London
Palladium, Britain’s famous
variety theater, first opened.

In 1941, during World War II,
Winston Churchill became the
first British prime minister to
address a joint meeting of the
U.S. Congress.

In 1944, during the World
War II Battle of the Bulge, the
embattled U.S. 101st Airborne
Division in Bastogne, Belgium,
was relieved by units of the 4th
Armored Division.

In 1966, Kwanzaa was first
celebrated.

In 1980, Iranian television
footage was broadcast in the
United States, showing a dozen
of the American hostages send-
ing messages to their families.

In 1996, 6-year-old beauty
queen JonBenet Ramsey was
found beaten and strangled in
the basement of her family’s
home in Boulder, Colo. (To
date, the slaying remains
unsolved.)

In 2004, some 230,000 people,

_ FILM FORECAST by Bruce Venzke
NeWSday Crossword Edited by S¥anley Newman

mostly in southern Asia, were
killed by a tsunami triggered
by the world’s most powerful
earthquake in 40 years beneath
the Indian Ocean.

In 2006, former President
Gerald R. Ford died in Rancho
Mirage, Calif., at age 93.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Donald Moffat is 82. Actor
Caroll Spinney (Big Bird on
TV’s “Sesame Street”) is 79.
Rhythm-and-blues singer
Abdul “Duke” Fakir (The Four
Tops) is 77. Record producer
Phil Spector is 73. “America’s
Most Wanted” host John Walsh
is 67. Country musician Bob
Carpenter (The Nitty Gritty
Dirt Band) is 66. Baseball Hall
of Fame catcher Carlton Fisk is
65. Retired MLB All-Star Chris

Chambliss is 64.
© 2012 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS 65 Entice 10 Board game 39 Irritates
1 Somewhat, 66 Succulent plant gadget 40 “That's obvious!”
on a score 67 Forbidden fruit 11 Poi source 41 Construction
5 Carved pole locale 12 Captain of workers
10 Engrave deeply 68 Le Carré industry 46 Sudden
14 Frenzied characters 13 Soccer great Mia  changes
15 Run off for 69 Cookbook amts. 21 Common Market 48 Comprise
romance initials 49 Lean, as
16 Mideast region DOWN 22 Garden cuisine
17 Divine Secrets 1 Cable service implement 51 Prepare,
ofthe _ 2 Midwest 26 Expert as tea
Sisterhood metropolis 27 Nonsocial 53 British prince,
(2002 film) 3 More demure person familiarly
18 TV producer 4 Cousins of 29 Author Auel 54 Busybody
Sorkin giraffes 30 Pennsylvania 55 Does some
19 Metric measure 5 Raze port lawn work
20 George Clooney 6 Norway's 31 Be disposed (to) 56 Provide
film of 2000 patron saint 32 Attention-getter 57 Essay page
23 Diverse 7 Ripped out 33 Cyberspace 58 Write down
24 Arizona natives 8 Distinctive place briefly
25 Grouch’s look pericd 34 Aware of 59 Prefix for
28 Kind of aircraft 9 Teacher and 36 Westernmost of sphere
engine advisor the Aleutians 60 AB positive, e.g.
32 Pitchfork- _
shaped letter 1 |2 [3 |4 6 [7 |8 |9 10 [11 [12 |13
35 Horse-stopping [z 16
Ccry
37 Rival of 17 19
Caterpillar
38 Gene Kelly film 20 22
of 1952 53 54
42 Heron kin -
43 Sixth Greek 29 130 |31
letter
44 Homer Simpson
neighbor
45 Apartment
occupant 44
47 Bucolic 49
50 Pulls along
52 Nod off 53 (54 |95
56 Clark Gable film =3
of 1939
61 Wall St. debuts  [61 62 63
62 “Bye now!”
63 Publicize 64 65 66
64 Presndeqtlal 57 58 %5
prerogative
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LAKERS

Continued from Page 7

that would have tied the game at
97 with 32 seconds left.

“We missed a lot of easy shots,
a lot of little chippers around the
basket, shots that we normally
make,” Anthony said. “There
were some plays that we thought
should have went our way down
the stretch, but for the most part,
we fought. I'll take this effort
any night. If we continue to play
with this effort, we’ll win a lot of
games.”

With Bryant double-teamed,
Nash passed to Gasol, who dunked
with 12 seconds to go, punctuating
a win that sent Lakers fans, frus-
trated by the team’s struggles and
coaching change, home happy.
The Lakers avenged a 116-107 loss
in New York on Dec. 13.

A smiling Howard called Gasol’s
driving slam “a submarine dunk
because he was very low to the
ground.”

Gasol responded, “I don’t dunk
as often as I used to so it felt good.
I took it right down the lane and
finished strong.”
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Nash had 16 points, 11 assists
and six rebounds in his second
game in nearly two months. He
missed 24 straight games while re-
covering from a small fracture in
his lower left leg.

Howard had 14 points and 12 re-
bounds, and Gasol had 13 points
and eight rebounds.

“It was an important win for us
as we were a little bit desperate,”
Nash said. “We’ve gone through
a lot since Mike Brown — new
coach, new offense. It’s been a dif-
ficult transition.”

Bryant had eight of the Lakers’
first 10 points to open the fourth
during a run that provided their
first lead since the opening quar-
ter in a game matching the two
teams that have played the most
on Christmas Day.

They took the lead for good on
Bryant’s basket with 7:38 remain-
ing. Anthony and Tyson Chandler
were in foul trouble in the fourth,
with Chandler fouling out late.

“They just were a little bit more
aggressive,” Anthony said. “Kobe
got it going and Steve Nash hit
some big shots down the stretch.
When you have a guy like Nash do-
ing that, it’s kind of tough. Those
guys know how to play.”

DALLAS

Continued from Page 7

When the Dallas offense
stalled on the first pos-
session of overtime, the
Cowboys  immediately
gave up a 26-yard comple-
tion to Jimmy Graham
before a fluky catch-and-
fumble play ended with
New Orleans on the Dal-
las 2. Garrett Hartley’s
20-yard field goal made it
three straight Cowboys
games ending on the final
play.

The Cowboys won’t say
it, but injuries could be
wearing on a beleaguered
defense.

Five starters and nick-
el cornerback Orlando
Scandrick are out. Re-
placement free agents
have been filling hwoles
days after signing. De-
Marcus Ware is trying to
play through groin, elbow
and shoulder problems,
and he was mostly watch-
ing late while the Saints

finished a sack-free game
for Brees despite 53 at-
tempts.

“A lot of different com-
binations of players play-
ing for us against areally,
really good offensive foot-
ball team,” Garrett said.
“I just thought that they
fought, fought, fought.”

The Cowboys could al-
ways just try to outscore
the Redskins. Tony Romo
threw for 416 yards and
four touchdowns against
the Saints, including a
pair of 58-yarders to Dez
Bryant, who had a career-
high 224 yards.

Miles Austin caught a
19-yard tying score with
15 seconds left in regula-
tion — the second of two
TDsinthefinal 3:35 —and
Jason Witten broke Tony
Gonzalez’s NFL season
record of 102 catches by
a tight end, grabbing six
for 60 yards to put him at
103.

Dallas ran just 11 times
for 40 yards, all by De-
Marco Murray, but part
of that was because the

13

Saints kept the ball so
long.

“When you get in, any-
thing can happen,” said
Romo, who has 17 touch-
downs and just three in-
terceptions the past eight
weeks. “I know that.
We’ve seen that far too
many times. We just need
to do the right things to
get in.”

Jones acknowledges the
injuries on defense, but
still thinks the Cowboys
are better than they were
when they fell behind
New York 21-0 in a 31-14
loss last New Year’s night
that propelled the Giants
to a Super Bowl win.

“I think that we are
with a healthier Miles,
and Dez with where he
is with his maturation,”
Jones said. “I think we’ve
got a better offensive line
than what we had this
time last year. I think
we’re better at corner as
we go up there.”

Once again, the Cow-
boys get a chance to prove
it.

COACH

Continued from Page 7

In the minds of Colts
players and coaches, Pa-
gano never really left.

He continually
watched practice tape
and game film on his
computer, used phone
calls and text messages
to regularly communi-
cate with players and
occasionally delivered
a pregame or postgame
speech to his team.

“He texted me and
called me so much, it
was like he was stand-
ing there in my face ev-
ery day,” said receiver
Reggie Wayne, who has
been friends with Pa-
gano since the two were
working together at the
University of Miami.

But the Colts found
plenty of other ways to
keep Pagano’s battle in
the forefront.

They began a fundrais-
ing campaign for leuke-
mia research, calling it
Chuckstrong. Players
had stickers with the
initials CP on their lock-
er room nhameplates,
and Arians wore an or-
ange ribbon on his base-
ball cap during games.
Orange is the symbolic
color for leukemia. At
one point, nearly three
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dozen players shaved
their heads to show
their ailing coach they
were with him.

That’s not all.

Arians and first-year
general manager Ryan
Grigson decided to leave
the lights on in Pagano’s
office until he returned.
Pagano noted the team
even installed plastic
clips to make sure those
lights were not mistak-
enly turned off while he
was gone. Those clips
were removed when Pa-
gano arrived Monday
morning.

And Arians said no-
body sat in the front seat
of the team bus.

“He’s always been our
head coach,” Arians
said.

So after getting medi-

cal clearance from his
oncologist, Dr. Larry
Cripe, to return with
no restrictions, Pagano
couldn’t wait to get to
the office Monday morn-
ing.

Arians arrived at 7
a.m., three hours early
for the scheduled team
meeting. By then, Pa-
gano had already driven
past the inflatable Colts
player with the words
“Welcome Back Chuck”
printed on its chest and
was back in his office
preparing for the Tex-
ans.

Players showed up a
couple of hours later,
and when the torch was
passed from Arians back
to Pagano, players gave
their returning coach
a standing ovation that

Wayne said was well-

deserved.

All Pagano wants to
do now is emulate the
success Arians and his
players have had this
season.

“I asked him (Arians)
if he would lead this
team and this ballclub
and this organization
and takeoverthereins,”
Pagano said. “What a
masterful, masterful
job you did Bruce. You
carried the torch and
all you went out and
did was win nine ball-
games. You got us our
10th win yesterday and
you got us into the play-
offs. You did it with dig-
nity and you did it with
class. You’reeverything
that I always knew you
were and more.”
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Mention this ad for up to $250.00 OFF a complete roofing job!
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100 % Financing Available

Do you take VIAGRA

or CIALIS?
)) SAVE S500!
Get 40 100mg/20mg

pills for only $99.00

BUY THE BLUE PILL NOW!
call 1-888-395-8456

CALL NOW AND GET 4 BONUS PILLS FREE!
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Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place - Suite 302
432-114-4500

From Our Family To Yours ....
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AUTO SALES

432-263-81817

2003 Mitsuhishi Eclipse

Convertible. "Must See."

$10,950

2007 Cadillac Sedan

"Fully Loaded."
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Over 200 Vehicles To Choose From
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| 2008 Chevy 3500 Express Cargo Van

"4 To Choose From."

i 1966 Chevy 1500

"Classic."

$4,950

2000 GMC Savana Limited

High Rise. "Must See."

$9.950

2001 Celica GT

Automatic "Sporty."

432-267-871817
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MIAMI (AP) — LeBron
James finished with 29
points, nine assists and
eight rebounds, Dwyane
Wade scored 21, and the
Miami Heat survived a
frantic finish to beat the
Oklahoma City Thunder
103-97 in an NBA Finals
rematch on Tuesday.

Mario Chalmers
scored a season-high
20 for the Heat, who
matched the franchise’s
best 25-game start at 19-
6. Chris Bosh added 16
for Miami, which has
beaten the Thunder five
straight times going
back to last June’s title
series.

Kevin Durant scored
33 points and Russell
Westbrook added 21 for
Oklahoma City, but both
Thunder stars missed
potentially game-tying
3-point attempts in the fi-
nal seconds. Serge Ibaka
and Kevin Martin each
added 15 for the Thun-
der, who have dropped
two straight for the first
time this season.

The Heat went 19 for
19 from the foul line,
the second-best effort in
franchise history. They
were 30 for 30 at Boston
on March 24, 1993.

And it was a wild fi-
nals rematch — one
that lived up to expecta-
tions.

There was a fast start
by the reigning champi-
ons, a one-handed dunk
by James on an offen-
sive rebound that will
be added to his copious
highlight reel, a scrum
after a hard foul that led
to double-technicals on
Wade and Ibaka early in
the fourth, an easy rally
by the Thunder from an
early double-digit defi-
cit, and even a jawing
match between Durant
and James in the final
minutes.

Such was the intensity
that James slumped over
the scorer’s table with
1:08 left, exhausted.

Oh, and there was a
wild finish, as well.

Wade lost the ball on
an ill-advised, behind-
the-back dribble, and
the turnover set up Du-
rant for a two-handed
dunk that got the Thun-
der within 96-95 with
44.1 seconds remaining.

Needing a stop on the
next trip, the Thunder
forgot to play defense in-
stead. Kendrick Perkins
and Ibaka both were
confused on the ensuing
Miami possession, and
Bosh was left alone to
take a pass from James
and throw down a dunk
that restored Miami’s
three-point edge.

Oklahoma City got
within one when Du-
rant made a jumper
over James, but no
closer. Ray Allen’s two
free throws with 15.6
seconds left made it
100-97, and Miami’s last
three points came from
the line after a Thunder
foul and Westbrook get-
ting hit with a technical
for punching a table af-
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ter arguing that he was
fouled on his 3-point try
in the final moments.

While the stars were
stars, the Heat got help
from one unexpected
source. Chalmers was
making everything,
even unintended plays.

Allen lost possession
on what looked to be
a pass to no one, but
Chalmers picked up the
bouncing ball on the
right wing, whirled and
made a 3-pointer — put-
ting Miami up 86-79 with
8:14 left.

In the end, that cush-
ion was necessary.

The Heat came out fly-
ing, opening a quick 13-2
lead after making six of
their first seven shots.
About all that didn’t go
right for the Heat early
on was James commit-
ting a foul, the first time
he was called for a per-
sonal since Dec. 8.

It happened 4:03 into
the game — 254 min-
utes and 7 seconds of
on-court time since his
last one — when James
fouled Ibaka on a dunk

attempt.
Chalmers had 12
points, matching his

season high, in the open-
ing quarter alone, and
that was also Miami’s
lead after his layup for a
15-3 edge. When Durant
headed to the bench af-
ter being called for his
second personal, plus a
technical, with 2:08 left
in the first, the Heat led

27-16.
But even with Durant
out, OKklahoma City

scored the last eight
points of the quarter,
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Christmas Time Is Here! % |
Come Shopping With Us!

* Jewelry *Toys * Gifts
* Ariat Boot *Cinch Jeans
& So Much More!
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six of those coming from
the line in what became
a theme.

The Thunder shot 17
of the game’s first 18 free
throws, with Miami’s
lone attempt coming
on Durant’s technical.
No Heat player went to
the line after a shooting
foul until James scored
while being hit with 2:47
left in the half. By the
early portion of the third
quarter, the free-throw
difference was 22-2 in fa-
vor of Oklahoma City.

It helped the Thun-
der shake off that slow
start.

Miami’s lead was 54-
48 at the half, but the
Heat were held to two
points in the first 5:05 of
the third, and the Thun-
der grabbed the lead for
the first time. Durant
went left, connected on
a baseline jumper while
falling out of bounds and
getting fouled by James.
The resulting free throw
gave Oklahoma City a
58-56 edge.

With that, the back-
and-forth began, with
five ties in the next 5
minutes alone, and the
Heat held a 74-72 lead
entering the fourth.

NOTES: James scored
at least 20 points for the
30th straight regular-
season game and 46th
overall. ... Wade is 7-1 on
Christmas, and James
has won six straight
on the holiday. ... Mike
Miller became the 48th
active player to reach the
10,000-point mark when
he made a 3-pointer early
in the second quarter.
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Dr. Rudy Haddad

Board Certified in Urology
Fellow American College of Surgeons

Flu Shots

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control

Problem with Medication
(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &

Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

220755

Available Now

Shockwave Technology Available

(432) 714-3600

1501W. 11th Place Suite 103 \
Big Spring, Tx 79720

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology
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off

on all

Christmas Décor,
Outdoor

Holiday Décor,
Artificial Trees,
Ornaments,
Stockings,

Tree Skirts

or Novelties

on Boxed
Greeting
Cards

(excludes Hallmark,
Smith-Southwestern
and MD Anderson)

and Select
Christmas
Electrical
Items

Christmas
Candy

Prices Good Wednesday, December 26 thru Sunday, December 30,
2012 at your neighborhood H-E-B Stores including H-E-B
Marketplace and p/us!®. items not available at Central Market and H-E-B
Convenience Stores. Due to the popularity of our Extra Low Prices Every Day, we
reserve the right to limit quantities. Limited Rights Reserved. We accept Lone Star
Card, WIC and Manufacturers’ Coupons. ©2012 HEB, 13-1236 Visit www.heb.com
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