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CHAMBER
OPEN HOUSE

Baylee Howell, left, David

Juarez and other members of

the Big Spring High School
choral group “Rhapsody”
performed for guests at the
Big Spring Area Chamber
of Commerce open house
Thursday afternoon. The
chamber building also
houses the Big Spring
Convention and Visitors

Bureau, Big Spring Economic

Development Corporation
and the United Way of Big
Spring and Howard County.
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‘Angel Tree’ program to reach hundreds

By STEVE REAGAN

Staff Writer

A late surge of giving has
allowed the local Salvation
Army to help almost as many
“angels” as it did last Christ-
mas.

Around 400 area seniors
and children and more than
100 needy families will re-
ceive holiday gifts through
this year’s Salvation Army
Angel Tree program. That fig-
ure is slightly below 2011 to-
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tals, Angel Tree Coordinator
Ada Lafler said.

During the program’s run,
trees were placed at several
locations throughout Big
Spring. On those trees were
cards inscribed with a child’s
or senior’s name and gift re-
quest. People then took the
cards, purchased gifts for the
“angel” and gave the items to
Salvation Army personnel.

Although totals from this
season are slightly behind
last year’s, SA social worker
Bessie Flores said a final tally
isn’t complete.

“We still have a lot of an-
gel cards out there,” she

“No child
should ever
have to wake
up Christmas
morning with-
out a gift
under the tree.”

—Ada Lafler, Angel Tree coordinator

said. “We’re waiting to see if
people will fill out the gift re-
quests, so we’re hoping we’ll
have some more gifts to give
out.”

Lafler said the program
provides a tremendous boost
to the spirits of those in need
this season.

“Many of these children
feel like society — and even
life — has given up on them.
That’s a tough position to
handle when you’re only 10
or 11 years old,” Lafler said.
“This program, however, of-
fers them a reminder that
people still care.

“It shows them that even
thoughmostpeoplearecaught
up in the everyday hustle and
bustle of the world, especially
during the holiday season,
they are still taking time and

money from of their own lives
and giving them a reason to
wake up Christmas morning
with a smile. No child should
ever have to wake up Christ-
mas morning without a gift
under the tree.”

Although the formal dead-
line for the program has
passed, persons can still do-
nate gifts this Christmas. For
more information, call 432-
267-8239 or stop by the Salva-
tion Army office, located at
811 W Fifth St.

Contact Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 235 or by e-mail at re-
porter@bigspringherald.com

City prepares for holiday aftermath

By STEVE REAGAN

into compost and recycled.

Staff Writer

O’ Christmas tree, o’ Christmas tree —

to compost you are heading?

Not to sound all Scrooge-ish or any-
thing, but as much as you enjoy looking
at that Christmas tree and all those beau-
tifully decorated packages in your living
room, the simple fact is around this time
next week, you’ll be looking for ways to

be rid of the things.

Asthey doannually at this time of year,
Big Spring city officials have announced
plans for helping local residents dispose
of all the extra trash that accumulates in

Christmas season.

The biggest of those soon-to-be trash
items are live Christmas trees, and
there’s only one place you can take them
— to the city’s compost facility, adjacent
to the landfill. There, they’ll be ground

The service is free of charge, and all
the city wants in return is for residents
to follow a few guidelines:

potential fines for you.

» Make sure all the ornaments and
lights are off the tree.

» Trees wrapped in plastic or other
material won’t be accepted.

* And make sure the tree stand
has been removed as well.

As for all the other trash, particu-
larly large boxes that will accumu-
late this season, the city will set
large dumpsters at four locations
beginning Saturday. Those sites are
Coronado Plaza, Virginia and FM
700, College Park Shopping Center

and the 700 block of N. Gregg.
Happy Hauling-day!

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at

e Do not put the trees in trash dump- 263-7331 ext. 235 or by e-mail at reporter@
sters. This will avoid potentially serious
problems for city trash crews and

bigspringherald.com
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Arthur Vivian
Blassingame Jr.

Arthur Vivian Blassingame Jr.,
was born Sept. 22, 1922, in Fannin
County. He died Dec. 19, 2012, at
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez Texas State
Veterans Home in Big Spring,
Texas.

Art served in the United States
Air Force for four years in the
South Pacific Theater during
World War II. He farmed in Howard
and Martin Counties after the end
of the war. Later, Art sold cars at Pollard Chevrolet
for 25 years and made many lifelong friends in the
community. He had a wonderful sense of humor
and loved to joke with his friends and family.

Art is survived by one brother, Robert Wayne
Blassingame and wife Lil of Big Spring, Texas;
three sisters, Marjorie Larsen of Memphis, Tenn.,
Betty Driver of Big Spring, Texas, and Bobbie Webb
of San Angelo, Texas. He also had 11 nephews and
nieces who were very special to him.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Arthur
Vivian Blassingame Sr. (Dutch), and Daisy Bell
Blassingame; and two brothers, W.C. Blassingame
and Joe Blassingame.

Cremation will be at Nalley-Pickle and Welch
Funeral Home.

The family will host a visitation at Nalley-Pickle
and Welch Funeral Home on Friday, Dec. 21, 2012,
from 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

The family asks for no flowers but would appreci-
ate donations to your favorite charity or to Lamun-
Lusk-Sanchez Texas State Veterans Home, 1809 N.
Highway 87, Big Spring, Texas 79720, to honor Art
Blassingame.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Lillie Mae Anderson

Lillie Mae Anderson, 77, of Big
Spring died Thursday, Dec. 20,
2012, at Scenic Mountain Medical
Center. The family will receive
friends from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Friday at Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Funeral services will be
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 22,
2012, at Myers & Smith Chapel
with the Rev. Derek Looney, pastor
of Spring Creek Fellowship, offici-
ating. Burial will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

Lillie was born Nov. 24, 1935, to Eva and Ezra
Owen in Hot Springs, Ark. She married Robert Dee
Anderson on Sept. 4, 1953, in Hot Springs, Ark.
Following their marriage, they relocated to Big
Spring.

Lillie was very active in her children’s and grand-
children’s activities. She loved to fish, cook, enter-
tain and “liked to give advice.” She was a dedicated
mother, grandmother, sister, friend to all and a
homemaker. She was a Baptist.

She is survived by one daughter, Paula Cowley of
Dumas; two sons, Andy Anderson of Sand Springs
and Sammy and Le Jean Anderson of Big Spring; 13
grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; one broth-
er, Monroe Owen of Atlanta, Ga.; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents and her husband, she
was preceded in death by one grandson, Justin
David Anderson; a sister, Linda Maner; and a
brother, Marvin Owen.

Pallbearers will be Chris Carlile, Dusty Carlile,
JasonBontke, Jason Andersonand Kason Anderson.
Honorary pallbearer will be Brandon Anderson.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Monica Rodriguez Chavez

Monica Rodriguez Chavez, 69, of
Big Spring died Thursday, Dec. 20,
2012, at the Hospice House of
Odessa. Funeral services will be
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 22,
2012, at Holy Trinity Catholic
Parish. Interment will follow at
Trinity Memorial Park.

A vigil service will be held at 7
p.m. Friday, Dec. 21, 2012, at the
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood

Chapel.

She was born May 4, 1943, in Big Spring, Texas,
and married Andres Chavez on Jan. 2, 1971, in Big
Spring.

A lifetime resident of Big Spring, Monica had
owned the Circle of Beauty Salon and then began
working at the Beauty Realm. She was a member of
Holy Trinity Catholic Parish.

Survivors include her husband, Andres Chavez of
Big Spring; a son, Chris Chavez of Big Spring; a
daughter, Stacey Chavez of Big Spring; two sisters,
Leonor Sotelo of Big Spring and Alejandra Barrios
of Lenorah; and two brothers, Ray Rodriguez of El
Paso and Gavino Rodriguez Jr. of Big Spring.

She was preceded in death by her parents and one
brother, Eulalo Rodriguez.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Thursday and 7
a.m. today:

+«JOSHUA STEVEN WALKER, 22, 0of 1105 Pickens,
was arrested Thursday on charges of driving while
license suspended/invalid — no insurance, failure
to maintain financial responsibility, speeding in a
school zone and driving while license invalid.

« TIFFANY ANN ELDER, 30, of 2600 Langley, was
arrested Thursday on a charge of driving while
license invalid.

« ALICE RIOS GUZMAN, 40, of 700 Douglas, was
arrested Thursday on a charge of driving while
license suspended/invalid with a previous convic-
tion.

« CHRISTENE MICHELLE BEAM, 32, of Cypress,
Texas, was arrested Thursday on a warrant from
another agency.

« PHILLIP RENE ALCANTAR, 24, of 500 N.
Runnels, was arrested Thursday on a warrant from
another agency.

« THEFT was reported in the 3600 block of W.
Highway 80.

« SHOTS FIRED was reported in the 300 block of
E. Davis.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 64 inmates at the time of this
report.

 ALICE GUZMAN, 40, was booked into the coun-
ty detention center Thursday by the BSPD on a
charge of driving while license invalid with a pre-
vious conviction or suspension.

« PHILLIP RENE ALCANTAR, 24, was arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on a supplemental order of
conditions of community supervision.

« CHRISTENE MICHELLE BEAM, 32, was booked
into the county detention center Friday by the
BSPD on a charge of bondsman off bond - kidnap-
ping (parole warrant).

« FRANCISCO VALDEZ LICON, 26, was booked
into the county detention center Friday by the
BSPD on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of E.
14 Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of Sixth
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

« TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 800
block of Interstate Highway 20. Service refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of W.
Fifth Street. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of
Gregg Street. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2200 block of
Runnels. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

FRIDAY

« AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

« Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered recovery
program, is held at Cornerstone Covenant Church,
706 E. 12th St. at 6:30 p.m. For more information,
call at 264-0015 or visit www.cccbigspring.org

« Stepping Stone Group of Narcotics Anonymous
meets at the Gold Rush Tobacco Shop, 800 E. Third
Street. Open meeting at 7 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11
a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m.
until 8 p.m.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast
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Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:
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Del Rio 75 48 cloudy San Marcos 73 52 cloudy
El Paso 66 36 mstsunny Sulphur Springs 68 44 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 76 44 ptsunny  Sweetwater 72 41 ptsunny
Gainesville 65 35 ptsunny  Tyler 70 51 cloudy
Greenville 67 40 ptsunny  Weatherford 69 37 ptsunny
Houston 76 61 cloudy Wichita Falls 64 33 mst sunny
National Cities
Atlanta 59 42 ptsunny  Minneapolis 21 17 cloudy
Boston 38 26 mstsunny New York 41 31 mst sunny
Chicago 35 28 ptsunny  Phoenix 63 44 sunny
Dallas 70 43 ptsunny  San Francisco 55 49 rain
Denver 47 24 ptsunny  Seattle 43 36 rain
Houston 76 61 cloudy St. Louis 47 35 sunny
Los Angeles 60 54 rain Washington, DC 49 34 mst sunny
Miami 76 58 ptsunny
Moon Phases
-.} F -.} r
‘ r ) &
b b
First Full Last
Dec 20 Dec 28 Jan 5
UV Index
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
12/23 12/24 12/25 12/26 12/27
| 3 \ 3 | 3 | 3 | 3 |
Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate
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with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

MONDAY
e Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, noon-1 p.m., 615 Settles.

* VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7-8
p.m., Veterans Healing Center.

« Take Pounds Off Sensibly (TOPS) TX 0021 meets
at First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad, in the
dining hall on the east side of the building. Weigh-
in starts at 5 p.m. and meeting starts at 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

e Circle of Hope, a
Celebrate Recovery
group, meets at 6:30-8
p.m. at Spring Creek
Fellowship, located in
theCollegePark Shopping
Center. Circle of Hope
group is a ministry of
Spring Creek Fellowship.
For further information,
contact Dale at 432-270-
8462.

Dec. 15-31
Festival of Lights
Comanche Trail Park

6pm-10pm Nightly
For more info contact
432-263-8234

Jan. 12
Hangar 25 Museum

“Silver Wings Ball”
+ Swimming Pool Cordially Invite You to Settles Hotel
* Private Patios Attend our Services For more info contact the
» Carports Hangar 25 Museum at
Capoiees ||| | TRINITY BAPTIST
. Most Utilities 1701 E. FM 700 267-6344 Jan. 24
X Healthy Woman
Paid Anniversary Celebrating
+ Senior Citizens Th@ hmge Of hlStOfy Four Fabulous Years
. o Settles Hotel Featuring guest
Discount . e ;
. 1 & 2 Bedroom 18 ONn th@ dOOf OF a iP speaker Jane J.enklns Herlong
X Randy Cotton For more info contact
Unfurnished Bethlehem Stable Pastor Amanda Duforat at
432-268-4842.
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Hot spots draw
believers, but
not doomsday

VANESSA GERA
Associated Press

Asthe sunrose from time zone to time zone across
the world on Friday, there was still no sign of the
world’s end — but that didn’t stop those convinced
that a 5,125-year Mayan calendar predicts the apoc-
alypse from gathering at some of the world’s pur-
ported survival hot spots.

Many of the esoterically inclined expected a new
age of consciousness — others wanted a party. But,
in some places said to offer salvation from the end,
fewer people showed up than officials had predict-
ed — much to the disappointment of vendors hop-
ing to sell souvenirs.

Here are some key places being marked by the
fascination over doomsday rumors:

MEXICO

In an area of Mexico that was once the ancient
Mayan heartland, spiritualists gathered in the
darkness before dawn on Friday to prepare white
clothes, drums, conch shells and incense. They be-
lieved the sunrise would herald the birth of a new
and better age as a vast cycle in the Mayan calen-
dar comes to an end.

Many people who came to Yucatan for the occa-
sion were already calling it “anew sun” and “a new

”

era.

FRANCE

According to one rumor, a rocky mountain in the
French Pyrenees will be the sole place on Earth to
escape destruction. A giant UFO and aliens are said
to be waiting under the mountain, ready to burst
through and spirit those nearby to safety. But there
is bad news for those seeking salvation: French
gendarmes, some on horseback, blocked outsiders
from reaching the Bugarach peak and its village of
some 200 people.

Eric Freysselinard, head of local government,
said the security forces had “partially stopped the
new age enthusiasts as well as curious people from
coming to the area.”

Meanwhile, some Bugarach residents dressed up
like aliens, with tinfoil costumes and funnels and
fake antenna on their heads, strolling around their
village Friday to make light of the rumored UFO
prophecy.

» Odds and Ends

RUSSIA

Doomsday rumors have prompted some people
across Russia to stock up on candles, water, canned
foods and other non-perishable foods. The apoca-
lypse has proven a good business, with some shops
selling survival aid packages that include soap and
vodka.

In Moscow, salvation has also been promised
in the underground bunker for the former Soviet
dictator Josef Stalin — with a 50 percent refund if
nothing happens. An underground stay was origi-
nally priced at 50,000 rubles ($1,625) but dropped to
15,000 ($490) a week ahead of the feared end.

The bunker, located 65 meters (210 feet) below
ground, was designed to withstand a nuclear at-
tack. Now home to a small museum, it has an in-
dependent electricity supply, water and food — but
no more room, because the museum has already
sold out all 1,000 tickets.

BRITAIN

Hundreds of people have converged on Stone-
henge for an “End of the World” party that coin-
cides with the Winter Solstice.

Arthur Uther Pendragon, Britain’s best-known
druid, said he was anticipating a much larger
crowd than usual at Stonehenge this year. But he
doesn’t agree that the world is ending, noting that
he and fellow druids believe that things happen in
cycles.

“We’re looking at it more as a new beginning than
an end,” he said. “We’re looking at new hope.”

Meanwhile, end-of-days parties will be held across
London on Friday. One event billed as a “last sup-
per club” is offering a three-course meal served in-
side an “ark.”

SERBIA

Some Serbs are saying to forget that sacred moun-
tain in the French Pyrenees. The place to be Friday
is Mount Rtanj, a pyramid-shaped peak in Serbia
already drawing cultists.

According to legend, the mountain once swal-
lowed an evil sorcerer who will be released on
doomsday in a ball of fire that will hit the mountain
top. The inside of the mountain will then open up,
becoming a safe place to hide as the sorcerer goes
on to destroy the rest of the world. In the meantime,
some old coal mine shafts have been opened up as
safe rooms.

On Friday a New Age group called “The Spirit
of Rtanj” was holding a conference there. Partici-
pants, however, said they expect not the end of time
but the start of a new time cycle. Locals turned out
to sell brandy and herbs.

“There will be no tragedy, no doomsday,” said
resident Dalibor Jovic. “It was supposed to happen
at 12:12 and I think that time has passed. So, we can

now go on with our lives and be happy to be alive.”
TURKEY

A small Turkish village known for its wines, Sir-
ince, has also been touted as the only place after
Bugarach that would escape the world’s end. But
on Friday journalists and security officials out-
numbered cultists. This outcome disappointed lo-
cal business people who had prepared a range of
doomsday products to sell, including a specially
labeled Doomsday wine and Turkish delight candy
whose “best before” date was Dec. 21, 2012. One res-
taurant prepared a special “last meal” menu that
included a “heaven kebab” and “forbidden fruit
dessert.”

ITALY

Another spot said to be spared: Cisternino, a
beautiful small town in southern Italy in an area of
trulli, traditional dry stone huts with conical roofs.
The notion that Cisternino could be a safe haven
at world’s end derives from an Indian guru, Ba-
baji, who said “Cisternino will become an island”
at world’s end. His followers built a community in
Cisternino centered on an ashram built in 1979. Ho-
tel bookings are up this weekend.

Mayor Donato Baccaro told the AP that the beau-
ty of the place has inspired many foreigners to live
there. “This confirms that this place has a special
energy,” he said.

CHINA

A fringe Christian group has been spreading ru-
mors about the world’s impending end, prompting
Chinese authorities to detain more than 500 people
this week and seize leaflets, video discs, books and
other material.

Those detained are reported to be members of
the group Almighty God, also called Eastern Light-
ning, which preaches that Jesus has reappeared
as a woman in central China. Authorities in the
province of Qinghai say they are waging a “severe
crackdown” on the group, accusing it of attacking
the Communist Party and the government.

U.S.

Dozens of Michigan schools canceled classes for
thousands of students to cool off rumored threats
of violence and problems related to doomsday. The
fears were exacerbated by the recent shooting at a
Connecticut elementary school, which “changed
all of us,” the school system in Genesee County
said. “Canceling school is the right thing to do.”

Chinese toad in candlestick

comes to South Africa

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — It’s a real life Mr.
Toad’s Wild Ride.

Animal rescue officials in South Africa say they
found a toad from China hidden inside a porcelain
candlestick.

The Star newspaper of South Africa quoted ani-
mal expert Brett Glasby in Cape Town saying that
workers had to break the candlestick to get the toad
out.

He said the toad, an Asian Common Toad, can
slow its breathing and heart rate to survive times
of drought, likely aiding it to survive the voyage.

Workers fed the hungry toad worms and crickets
after freeing it.

The animal is not endangered. But because the
toad is a possible invasive species for South Africa,
workers will have to put the animal down.

$500 million in checks left

at Jerusalem holy site

JERUSALEM (AP) — Worshippers usually leave
notes to the Almighty at one of Judaism’s holiest
sites. But half a billion dollars?

Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovitch, who oversees Jeru-
salem’s Western Wall, said a worshipper found an
envelope at the site Wednesday with 507 checks in
the amount of about $1 million each. They were not
addressed to anyone, and it’s doubtful they can be
cashed.

Rabinovitch said most are Nigerian. Israeli police
spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said some were from
the United States, Europe
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Job and a party as hospital

hires 1,000th employee

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (AP) — Cake, applause, a
red carpet — not a typical first day at work.

Well, it turns out that Ashley Wharton isn’t your
typical physician’s assistant. A Grand Rapids hos-
pital celebrated her arrival Monday because she’s
the 1,000th employee.

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital has added
267 workers since summer 2011, a 36 percent in-
crease, after deciding to remain independent and
not merge with another hospital.

The Grand Rapids Press says Wharton was a bit
overwhelmed by all the fuss. She will work in the
admissions department, evaluating new patients
and helping others leave the hospital.

Spokane robbery suspect

tackled, caught on tape

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — Instead of letting a
robber get away, a witness to a convenience store
stickup in Spokane, Wash., caught the armed man

Contact the Herald at
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com
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KIDDIE RECLINERS.......... Lots of Colors $97.00
BAR STOOLS Lots of Styles ... Starting at 0nly $47.00
5 PIECE DINING ROOM...... only $247.00
LIFT CHAIRS ony $547.00

PLUSH MATTRESS SETS

TWINSETS.. Starting at $147.00
LFULL SETS .. Starting at $197.00
QU EEN SETS...... Starting at $247 00
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“We’ll Save You Money!”

and held him for police.

The surveillance cam-
era at the G&B Grocery
shows a man wearing a

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME

ski mask, threatening |& CHAPEL
the clerk and other peo- | 24th & Johnson 267-8288
ple in the store, includ- John J. “Jerry” White

ing three children. He |go
grabs the money and is
trying to run out of the
store when one of the
customers chases him.

KREM reports it was
the clerk’s brother.

He tackled the fleeing
man Monday going out
the door.

Officers arrived a
few minutes later and
arrested a 25-year-old
man for investigation
of robbery, assault and
possession of a stolen

died  Saturday.
Graveside services with
Military Honors will be at
2:15 p.m. today at DFW
National Cemetery in
Dallas.

Lillie Mae Anderson, 77,
died Thursday. The family
will receive friends from 6
p.m. until 7 p.m. tonight at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Funeral services
will be at 2 p.m., Saturday,
December 22, 2012 at
Myers & Smith Chapel.
Burial will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg 268- 8888
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Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey, The 3D (PG-13)
Fri.: 12:00 7:10

Monsters, Inc. 3D 6
Fri.: 2:10 7:00

Digital 4:35 9:25

3D Sat.: 2:10 7:00 (Digital) 3:35 10:45
Digital 4:35 9:25 3 Sat.: 12:00 7:10
Rise of the Guardians | Digita) 3:35 10:45

PG) 3D Fri.:2:30 7:20 "
(Digi)(a\ 455 9:45 Playing For Keeps (Digital)
30 5t 230 720 PG-13) Fri.: 2:25 5:00 7:35 10:10
Digi EE Ot Sat.: 2:25 5:00 7:35 10:10
igital 4:55 9:45 236243
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan Glenn Stifflemire Steve Reagan

Managing Editor Publisher Staff Writer
Brian McCormack Thomas Jenkins
Sports Editor Staff Writer

The Herald is always interested in our readers’
opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

+ In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

+ By fax at 264-7205

+ By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk @bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one let-
ter per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

by K. Rae Anderson

May we put key ideas and business plans
into Your hands for our success, Lord.
Amen

Politics and personal responsibility

In the wake of the Newtown,
Conn., tragedy, every politi-
cian who has me on their email
list — and there are many, on
both sides of the aisle — has
been filling my inbox. All of the
messages begin with the requi-
site expression of
shock and horror,
the business of
sending out our
hearts and prayers
to those who
mourn. Then the
gun control advo-
cates insist that
now is the time
for congressional
action, and the
opponents caution
that no legislation
is going to stop people (not guns)
from Kkilling.

Conservative columnist Jonah
Goldberg remembers that after
he suffered painful losses in the
past year, friends repeatedly
cautioned that “it was no time to
make big decisions.” I’ve heard
the same advice. Were I speak-
ing to one of the bereaved family
members, I might well say the
same thing.

But I'm not. I'm talking to
political interest group leaders,
to elected officials, to people like
you and me, whatever side of the
aisle we may find ourselves on.

Some years ago, I was booked
to appear on one of those cross-
fire-like shows with a senior
NRA official. The booker, em-
barrassed, called to cancel me
because the NRA official (the one
they really wanted) refused to go
on against me. Why? I'd never
met the man, never called him
names, never attacked him in a
personal way. She didn’t know
and hung up quickly.

When I watched the segment
later, it was perfectly clear. He
didn’t want to appear with some-
one like me: a realist, someone
desperately in search of reason-
able steps in the middle, actions
that would not necessarily di-
vide the nation between gun-lov-
ers and gun-haters. He preferred
the “whack ball on the left” who
is a much easier target.

That is how the gun debate has
unfolded in America.

SusaN
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After a weekend of shared
pain, after brilliant words by the
president, the Tuesday papers
report that with the fiscal cliff
looming and a commitment to
seek bipartisan immigration
reform, with polls showing the
country favoring new legisla-
tion but only by margins of 54
percent to 43 percent, there are
no specific proposals President
Obama intends to push through
Congress, and the NRA is not
backing down.

As the days pass, as it becomes
clear that one proposal or anoth-
er would not necessarily have
stopped Newtown (he didn’t,
after all, buy the gun at a gun
show; it wasn’t a flawed back-
ground check that allowed him
to purchase it at a gun store), the
danger is that what happened
after the horrible movie shoot-
ings in Aurora, Colo., and after
the tragic shooting of Gabby Gif-
fords (and the murder of those
unlucky enough to be outside
the market with her) will hap-
pen here: paralysis.

Obama has a unique advantage
that he didn’t have two months
ago or two years ago.

Yes, he needs to convince the
Republican Congress to pass
other important measures.

But there are steps he can take
without congressional action,
like using government funds

to improve databases that do

not include information about
mental instability. There are
former opponents of gun control
legislation, like Sen. Mark War-
ner of Virginia, who are ready to
lead a fight for tighter controls.
And the president, in his second
term, needs to worry about get-
ting measures through Congress
and not getting re-elected. It
makes a difference.

We are never going to ban law-
abiding, stable and well-trained
citizens from owning guns. I
have never understood why that
is not enough for gun advocates,
who always claim (and I have no
reason to think otherwise) they
are just that.

But why assault weapons? Who
needs an assault weapon for
self-defense? Police officials are
almost uniformly against pri-

Personal
responsibility means
never allowing a gun
to get into the hands
of a troubled person,
and admitting your
father or your son
needs help and
getting it for him.

It means taking
responsibility for
your ownership of a
dangerous weapon.

vate ownership of such weapons.
If we can’t get all the weapons on
the street, why not regulate the
sale of ammunition? People who
have a right to own guns have
nothing to fear from fulsome
background checks. If you can’t
get a license to drive a car with-
out proof that you know how to
do so and understand the rules
of the road, why a gun? There
are moderate steps to be taken
that need not divide us into war-
ring camps.

At the end of the day, none
of these steps may be enough
to prevent the next Newtown,
although they may help. At the
end of the day, each of us needs
to take personal responsibility,
however difficult that may be.
Personal responsibility means
never allowing a gun to get into
the hands of a troubled person,
and admitting your father or
your son needs help and getting
it for him. It means taking re-
sponsibility for your ownership
of a dangerous weapon.

In political debates, conserva-
tives claim ownership of “per-
sonal responsibility.” Now is the
time to show it.

To find out more about Susan
Estrich and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate website at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2012 CREATORS.
COM

f it was safe, you can bet a lot more Latinos

would be taking long drives back to their

homelands in Central and South America. But

we know better. We know that in order to get
there, we have to go through a gauntlet of crime
and corruption known as Mexico. And so we fly
home when we go back on vacation.

We’ve all heard the horror sto-
ries of all that can happen while
traveling through Mexico, where
you can be robbed, kidnapped,
sold into slavery and even mur-
dered, especially if you are travel-
ling northbound while trying to
reach the United States.

But on the way south, for Ameri-
can citizens, just trying to get
through Mexico is a huge chal-
lenge. You have to go through a
dangerous obstacle course of drug
cartel wars and even corrupt cops
looking for bribes.

On the Internet, travel advice sites are filled
with tips and warnings about how you are to avoid
driving at night, stopping in small towns, loading
your car with valuable items, and looking like
wealthy Americans. They tell you that if you drive
an SUV, you have a much better chance of getting
carjacked, and even better if your SUV is black.

It’s crazy. In the 21st century, crossing Mexico is
as dangerous as was crossing the American Wild
West two centuries ago.

Most U.S. Latinos are aware of this danger, per-
haps because we see it every day on the Spanish
TV networks, and so we tent to avoid road trips
through Mexico.

But many other Americans, perhaps unaware of
the danger or perhaps seeking a little adventure,
are finding out that driving through Mexico is
indeed a dangerous journey.

Take the case of former U.S. Marine Jon Ham-
mar, who has been held in a notoriously unsafe
Mexican prison since August because he was hon-
est enough to declare to Mexican customs officials
that he was carrying an old hunting shotgun.

Hammar, 27, who served in both Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, was just about to start driving through
Mexico, on his way to a hunting and surfing vaca-
tion in Costa Rica, when he was held in Matam-
oros and accused of carrying an illegal weapon.
Ian McDonough, another Marine veteran who was
traveling with him, was detained and released
when Hammar admitted that he owned the gun.

Since he was not concealing his grandfather’s

MIGUEL
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vintage Sears and Roebuck shotgun, and since he
was responsible enough to declare it, since all he
was missing was proper documentation to carry
that gun in Mexico, you would think the worse
that could happen is that he would get fined and

have his gun impounded.

Yet for the past four months, Hammar has been
chained to a bed in a prison where the inmate pop-
ulation is ruled by drug cartels and from where
other inmates have even sought to extort money
from Hammar’s family in the United States. He
is charged with illegally carrying a weapon that

Frankly, I'm not a gun advocate.
But if there were a place where 1
would want to be armed to protect
myself, it would have to be driving
through Mexico.

But then it proceeds to explain that Mexico is in

is use by the Mexican military, although it is an
antique .410 gauge shotgun.

Frankly, I'm not a gun advocate. But if there
were a place where I would want to be armed
to protect myself, it would have to be driving
through Mexico.

And yet, instead of seeking ways to reduce the
crime and corruption that foreigners have to en-
dure while traveling through the Mexican gaunt-
let, the Mexican government apparently feels it
is fighting crime by having this young American
chained to a bed.

It’s disgraceful.

You would think they would be concentrating on
the real criminals who are driving their country
into a state anarchy. Yet Hammar’s family and
friends are now mounting a social media cam-
paign to try to bring him home.

I just joined their Facebook group: www.face-
book.com/FreeJonHammar

Ironically, while the unfair treatment of this
young Marine finally is getting some justified me-
dia attention and exposing just one of the dangers
of traveling through Mexico, there is a new State
Department report explaining just how alarming
the situation is for Americans thinking of trek-
king across Mexico — and it has received very
little media attention.

In its latest travel warning on Mexico, issued
on Nov. 20, the State Department first explains
that, “millions of U.S. citizens safely visit Mexico
each year for study, tourism and business, includ-
ing more than 150,000 who cross the border every
day,” and that “Mexican government makes a
considerable effort to protect U.S. citizens and
other visitors to major tourist destinations,” and
that there is no evidence that crime organizations
are targeting Americans. It notes that, “resort
areas and tourist destinations in Mexico generally
do not see the levels of drug-related violence and
crime reported in the border region and in areas
along major trafficking routes.”

the middle of drug war with a “violent struggle to
control drug trafficking routes and other criminal
activity,” that crime and violence “can occur any-
where” at any time and in public places, and that,
“the location and timing of future armed engage-
ments is unpredictable.”

“Gun battles have occurred in broad daylight on
streets and in other public venues, such as res-
taurants and clubs,” the warning states. “During
some of these incidents, U.S. citizens have been
trapped and temporarily prevented from leaving
the area.”

It says that carjackers are bumping vehicles
off the road at high speeds, and that U.S. citizens
should cooperate with the rules of all road check-
points, including some that are operated by crime
cartels — where bandits have killed or abducted
those who failed to stop.

The new Mexico travel warning, from the State
Department Bureau of Consular Affairs, says that
113 Americas were murdered in Mexico in 2011
and 32 others lost their lives in the first six month
of 2012, and that some of them were victims of or-
ganized crime, “including homicide, gun battles,
kidnapping, carjacking and highway robbery.”

Citing the Mexican government’s own figures,
the report notes that, “47,515 people were killed in
narcotics-related violence in Mexico between Dec.
1, 2006 and Sept. 30, 2011, with 12,903 narcotics-
related homicides in the first nine months of 2011
alone.”

It’s simple: Unless you are a glutton for punish-
ment, unless you want to endure the lawlessness
of the Old West, you should avoid driving through
the Mexican gauntlet.

To find out more about Miguel Perez and read
features by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page
at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2012 CREATORS.COM
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Cornerstone Covenant
Church

Cornerstone Covenant Church
would like to invite you to join us
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. for worship, fol-
lowed by the Word. Last week, the
title was “It Will Work Out!” taken
from 1 Thessalonians 5:11-24. Verse 14
tells us to “warn the unruly, comfort
the feebleminded, support the weak
and be patient toward all men.” This
week we look forward to hearing a
special Christmas message.

Wednesday evenings from 5:50-6:50,
CCC holds its Overcomers: Recovery
& Restoration class, followed by Dis-
cipleship 101 Bible Study at 7. How-
ever, these classes will be canceled
for Dec. 26 due to the holiday and will
resume Wednesday, Jan. 2.

CCC will be hosting its annual
Christmas Dinner on Sunday from
1:30-3:30 p.m. in the Big Spring High
School cafeteria. We welcome one
and all to join us for a wonderful holi-
day feast and amazing fellowship. If
you would like to bring a side dish,
or help with serving, contact us at the
number below and we will get you in
contact with our food service direc-
tor. Thank you so much.

CCC offers ministries in the follow-
ing areas: New Beginnings (Newborn
to 18 months); Tiny Tots (19 months-
kindergarten); Kovenant Kids (1st-6th
grade); Chosen Generation (7th-12th
grade); Covenant U - College Ministry
(18-24 years.); Men’s & Women’s Min-
istries; and Marriage Enrichment.

CCC meets Wednesdays at 7 p.m. for
Discipleship 101 Bible Study and Sun-
days at 10:30 a.m. for worship. (Sun-
day morning services are recorded,
so if you’d like a free copy of a CD for
those services, please see our Multi-
media Dept.) Mother’s Lounge and
Children Church are offered for both
mid-week and Sunday services.

CCCislocated at 706 East 12th Street,
(on the corner of 12th and Owens St.)
For more information, contact us at
264-0015, visit us on the web at www.
cccbigspring.org or check out Cov-
enant Connect on Facebook, Twitter
or Myspace.

First United Methodist
Church

Last Sunday, our congregation re-
ceived a real treat when members of
the JAM children’s choir came march-
ingdown theaisle. This delightful pro-
gram, “Operation Christmas Child,”
tied in with our Christmas shoebox
project. Once this group had both en-
tertained and inspired, everyone was
amazed to see costumed angels, shep-
herds and wise men coming down the
aisle, accompanied by a flock of our
youngest members all dressed up as
lambs, carried in by their mothers,
dressed as shepherds. Congratula-
tions to all those who worked tireless-
ly to make their program a success.

Sunday, Pastor Bill wil continue his
sermon series, Christmas in 3D. His
sermon for both the 8:30 and 10:50 ser-
vice will be “ Let Them Return with
Joy,” with scripture readings from
Micah 5:2-5.

Sunday school classes meet at 9:45
a.m.

Noon Bible Study and luncheon will
not meet Dec. 26, or Jan. 2.

Real Life will also not be meeting on
those dates. Every thing will be back
on schedule during the second week
of January. Joan Beil, worship chair-
person, has asked for volunteers to
take down the Christmas decorations
Jan. 27, beginning at 10 a.m.

Beau and several adult sponsors
have chosen families who need as-
sistance. The EPIC youth are hard at
work gathering food, toys and cloth-
ing in order that they may experience
the joy of giving. Boxes for your con-
tributions are located in the church
office as well as the narthex.

As families come back home for the
holidays, the Christmas Eve Candle-

hay?
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men, and slaves.

humans with no shepherd.

brwheat@suddenlink.net.

hepherds? Aren’t those the guys who show up for the Christmas
S pageants dressed in bathrobes and sandals? Don’t they usually come

on stage wearing towels on their heads and carrying crooks cut from
plywood by some volunteer with a new jigsaw?

Why are these ragtag men who look like they have slept in
the field and probably smell like their sheep always a part of
the Christmas scene? Wouldn’t kings and religious leaders
have been more suitable candidates to frame the picture of
the humble Mary and the sweet baby Jesus sleeping in the

Perhaps no one knows for sure why God announced the
birth of His son first to the lowly shepherds watching their
flocks at night in the fields around Bethlehem. Although
sheep were essential to the economy, lifestyle, and sacri-
ficial system of the Israelites at the time of Jesus’ birth,
shepherds were not held in high esteem. The job of watching
the sheep, day and night, usually fell to younger sons, hired

Yet for some reason, God chose to send a host of his heav-
enly angels to proclaim the good news to a bunch of dirty shepherds whose
lives consisted of feeding, watering, and protecting herds of helpless sheep.
God’s birth announcement, the one proclaiming the birth of His only be-
gotten son, was delivered to a group of itinerant shepherds who roamed the
hillsides in search of better pastures for their sheep.

Why did God choose the shepherds to be the first to know about the birth
of the baby in the stable in Bethlehem? Perhaps God knew that the baby in
the manger would grow up to be a shepherd himself.

In the height of His ministry, Jesus asserted himself as the good shep-
herd whose sheep know His voice and follow Him. He didn’t come to
protect wooly ewes from wild animals with His rod. He didn’t come to fetch
willful rams back to safety with His staff when they fell over the edge of a
cliff. He didn’t come to cuddle soft, fuzzy lambs in his arms. Jesus came
to earth to intercede on a cross for a more difficult flock — a flock of sinful

In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of himself: “I am the good shepherd;
the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:14 NASB).

Perhaps the shepherds do deserve a place in the nativity scene. The tiny
shepherd in the cradle came to become one of them.

Bonnie Wheat is an author and a minister’s wife. She can be contacted at

light service at First Methodist has
become one of the most inspiring
events of the year. This year, the ser-
vice has been moved back to 5 p.m.

Last summer’s intern, J.D. New-
man, is slated to preach at the Dec. 30
services. J.D. is currently attending
Truett Theological Seminary. New-
man graduated last May from West
Texas A&M with a degree in speech
communication. Welcome back to
Big Spring and First Methodist.

Everybody is invited to Sam’s An-
nual New Year’s Celebration. The
Adult ministry is hosting the famous
gourmet breakfast.

Sunday, Jan, 6, right after the sec-
ond service, SAM is furnishing ham,
blackeyed peas (for good luck) and
cornbread. Side dishes and/or des-
serts would be welcome.

Bonnie Miller is heading our
church’s Relay For Life team and she
urges folks to sign up and make a good
showing at the event.

Right this minute we know we have
three women from our church who
are battling breast cancer and many
others who continue treatment or are
in remission. Let’s join in the fun. It
is an awesome experience.

And that’s just a little about a whole
lot of things going on at Fourth and
Scurry First Methodist Church; in
the heart of downtown Big Spring.

First Baptist Church

As we celebrate the birth of the
Christ child, may we not forget to
worship our Savior.

The community is invited to a can-
dlelight celebration Christmas Eve
at 6 p.m., Monday. Bring your fam-
ily and participate in the Lord’s Sup-
per to sing praises, demonstrate His
light to all the world and remember
His broken body and shed blood that
brings hope and peace.

Regular service will be held Sunday
at 10:50 a.m. with Sunday school at
9:30.

First Christian Church
Youare invited to attend First Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ) at

911 Goliad. Each Sunday starts with

Charles My
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fellowship at 9:30 a.m. before Sunday
school for all ages at 9:45. Church
starts at 10:50 a.m. We celebrate Com-
munion every week. The Lord’s Table
is the center of our worship each time
we worship. We practice an open
table, which means anyone who is a
follower of Jesus is welcomed at the
Communion table. Christ is remem-
bered as we offer to one another the
bread and cup of remembrance.
Sunday, which will be Fourth Sun-
day of Advent in the Christian Calen-
dar — the Rev. Ken McIntosh’s mes-
sage will be A Chance to Hit the Reset

DEC. 17TH

Discount Foods
SALESTARTS 403 Runnels * Big Spring, TX
OPEN MON.-SAT. 9-6:30

Button from Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7

Elders will be John Scott and Shirley
Beauchamp; deacons will be Shelane
Roberts, Anna Scott, Mariah McIn-
tosh and Eulaine McIntosh; worship
leader will be Cynthia Scott; commu-
nion prep will be Eulaine McIntosh
and Cynthia Scott; Children’s Church
will be Shelane Roberts; greeter will
be Charlotte Meheut; homebound
communion will be Shirley Beau-
champ.

Each week Isaiah 58 is open at 4:30
p.m. Mondays and 9:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Tuesdays. We also need help
now working Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at 9 a.m.-11, sorting and
cleaning items from Wal-Mart, Feed
America Program.

There will be a board meeting held
at 12:15 p.m.

Also, every Monday evening the
TOPS Group will meet in the church
fellowship hall at 5 p.m. for weigh-in
and the meeting at 5:30.

Christmas Eve carols by Candle-
light at 6:30 p.m. Monday.

There will be no choir Wednesday.

Samaritan Counseling takes place
at our church Thursdays from 11 a.m.
to 8 p.m. and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. each week.

We believe the church is built by
people worshipping together and we
welcome you to visit at any time. For
questions or further information, call
the church office 432-517-4821 or view
our website at www.fcbs125@yahoo.
com or email to fcbsl25@@yahoo.
com

First Presbyterian Church,

Big Spring

The Lectionary Bible study, led by
Craig Holstedt and Tom Koger, meets
Wednesday at 5:17 p.m. in the church
library. The Chancel Choir practices
at6.

The Boy Scouts meet in the entrance
room of the Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m.
Monday.

Susan McDaniel is in charge of this
week’s “Take Ten.” Rip Patterson is
liturgist for December.

The lectionary for the Fourth Sun-
day in Advent is Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm
80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45-
(46-55).

See CHURCH NEWS, Page 7

SALE ENDS
DEC. 22ND

TURKEYS
10-12-LB. SIZE

590LB.

Can
Fruits

2/3100 15-0Z.

Kraft Stove Top
Dressing

/510 soz

GALLON
CAN

PEACHES
ggc FRUIT COCKTAIL
GREEN BEANS

Mardi Gras
Napkins

169
500-CT.
Betty Crocker
Brownies

690 18.2-0Z.

SHURFINE
CRANBERRY SAUCE

4/51%..

J. Higgs
Potato Chiqg oz
3/ 3100 BAG
Cheez-It
Snack Crackers

2/51% .o,

235992

GM & PB
Flour

29 5-LB.

$1 BAG
Hidden Valley

Ranch Dressing

2/ 3100 16-OZ.

FISHER
WALNUTS SHELLED

16-0Z.
3299 16°0:

Pet
Milk

3 I$1|]|] 12-0Z.
CAN
Fully Cooked
Rotisserie Chickens

99° ..

KRAFT
CREAM CHEESE

19°.

Rico’s Nacho Chip
& Cheese

2/ 3100 6.5-0Z.

Keebler
Vanilla Wafers

2/ 3109 12-0Z.

GRAHAM CRACKER
PIE CRUST

2/5101
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Member FDIC
www.thebank.net

Big Spring Big Spring Coahoma
267-1113 466-0000 394-4256
TimWalsh
MANAGER

Walmart

Save money. Live better.
Store 513
201 WEST MARCY
BIG SPRING, TX 79720

Phone: 432-267-3363
FAX: 432-267-4123

PARTEE

' DAILLING

Stan & Sue Partee

(432) 2630832  Fax: (432) 2635449 - Call: (432) 270-4003
110 West 22nd Street « Big Speing, TX 79720

Tl .
| I| HER BLOCK

Graumanns Inc.
Specializing In
OIL FIELD PUMP & ENGINE SERVICE
Founded by A.A. (GUS) GRAUMANN
304 Austin

267-1626
WWW.graumanns.com

Steakhouse & Restaurant

STEARS » SEAFDOD = CHICKEN
OPEN 7 DAYS * 11 AM. -9 P.M
BUFFET SUM.-FRI. 11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

404 E. FM 700 263-0181

(COWBOYS

Burrito Express
432-264-9116 [T RE-CI A 432-264-6341
Specializing In Breakfast Burrito
Barbacoa = Fagifas » Asado

Menudo on Sat. At 3101 W. Hwy. 80

6 Choate Well Service, T

Serving West Texas Since 1957

Licensed Drilling Contractor & Pump Installer
choatewellservice@yahoo.com

432-393-5231

222938

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
4319 Parkway 267-5381

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
4th & Lancaster 267-7971
TEMPLO BELEN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2205 GOLIAD 267-2111

BAPTIST

AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St. 263-7451
BAPTIST TEMPLE
400 11th Place 267-8287
BEREA BAPTIST
4204 Wasson Rd. 267-8438
BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST
1512 Birdwell Lane 267-7157
CALVARY BAPTIST
1200 W. 4th. 263-4242
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring, TX
432-398-5469
(Elbow Community)
COLLEGE BAPTIST
1105 Birdwell Lane 267-7429
GATEWAY BAPTIST

EXPERIENCE THE

POWIER OF FRAYER

Howard County Farm Bureau

TEXAS FARM BUREAU
1205 East 11th Place

Big Spring, Texas
432-267-7466

239955

Saunpers OIL EouipmENT

TYPES [ -
"

" Sequia Tubing Testers, LLC
1 8235 Agora Parkway
Suite 111, Box 465
Selma, TX 78154-1335
Jody Bennett Mike Stevens
Owner/Operator Owner
Cell: (432) 270-7161 Cell: (210) 602-4175
Home: (432) 816-1086 Home: (866) 316-1115

We Proudly Service The West Texas Area

235412

Love has no fear because
perfect love expels all fear. If
we are afraid, it is for fear of
Judgment, and this shows that his
love has not been perfected in us.

1 John 4:18

Call Us For A FREE Roof
/7" Inspection. Mention This Ad For
; Up To $250 Off Your Roof Job.
/L. 432-520-1348
or Toll Free 1-800-266-7348 F4 =
6600 W. Hwy. 80, Midiand. Tk

-

TravelCenters of America

HWY 87 & 1-20 Big Spring, TA 79720
Phone 432-264-4444 Fax 432-263-0418
e-mail gm la230@atravelcenters.com

CLANTON CHEMDRY®

“No Stream or Shampoo”
Dries in 1 Hour

Carpet Stretching & Repair

Commercial » Residential

. " WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST

3 — ol i
Randy & Tricia Free Estimates!

Clanton BigSpring  263-8997

o
=
c
o~

Lamun - Lusk - Sanchez

Texas State Veterans Home
1809 North Highway 87
Phone 432-268-VETS (B387)
Big Spring, Texas 79720-0793

Fax: 432-268-1987

Gatesville Street 263-4883
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST
401 East 4th 267-2291
EAST SIDE BAPTIST
1108 E. 6th 267-1915
FIRST BAPTIST
705 W. FM 700 267-8223
FIRST BAPTIST
Knott
COAHOMA FIRST BAPTIST
201 South Ave., Coahoma 394-4990
FIRST BAPTIST
Sand Springs 393-5565
FIRST MEXICAN
701 N.W. 5th
FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH
201 W. Main 457-2342
Forsan, TX
HILLCREST BAPTIST
2000 W. FM 700 267-1639
IGLESIA BAUTISTA
CENTRAL
2105 Lancaster S. 267-3396
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE
408 State Street 267-7512
MIDWAY BAPTIST
E. 120 263-6274
MORNING STAR BAPTIST
403 Trades
MT. BETHEL BAPTIST
630 Sgt. Paredez 263-4069

PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST
1004 W. FM 2230 399-4310
PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION
701 N.W. 5th 263-1139
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
201 East 24th
SALEM BAPTIST
0ld Colo. City. Hwy - Salem Rd
SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
432-714-4584
TRINITY BAPTIST
1701 E. FM 700 267-6344

HOLY TRINITY
CATHOLIC PARISH
1009 Hearn Street  432-714-4930

RELGION

FIRST CHRISTIAN
911 Goliad 517-4821
ANDERSON STREET CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Green & Anderson  263-2075
BIRDWELL LANE CHURCH
11th PlaceO F CHRIST 267-2132
CHURCH OF CHRIST
14th & Main 263-1303
COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 N. 2nd
CHURCH OF CHRIST

CEDAR RIDGE
2110 Birdwell Lane 263-7200

SAND SPRINGS CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Nine Miles East of B.S. on
Thomas Rd.

WEST HIGHWAY 80
CHURCH OF CHRIST
3900 W. Hwy. 80 267-6483
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
15th & Dixie
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
2009 Main 267-6607

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

SHILOH HOUSE OF PRAISE
301 E. 2nd 264-7959
HOLY MISSION
302 E. 11th Place 432-270-1566
McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH
OF GOD IN CHRIST
1000 N.W. 3rd 267-6605
NEW LIFE
204 NW 10th 264-0771
POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST
1311 Goliad

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1803 Wasson 263-4411

EPISCOPAL

ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL
1001 Goliad 267-8201

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St. 267-5321

|

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES
1500 Wasson Rd. 264-0616

ALIVE IN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH, LCMS
2805 Lynn 267-2594

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
810 Scurry 267-7163

MESSIANIC CONGREGATION

Beit Mid Rash Torrah
GOD'S CHURCH
1905 Scurry 915-239-4080 432-935-0341

BAKER’S CHAPEL AME METHODIST
911 North Lancaster  267-7158
COAHOMA UNITED METHODIST
Main at Central

TTTTTTTTT

Jl his ibevotiona[ and %i’zecto’zy is made possié[e éy

t/Lese Ausinesses WAO encourage a/[ 0][ us to

attenc/ wo’zs/u'p serviees.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST

400 Scurry 267-6394

NORTH BIRDWELL LANE
UNITED METHODIST
2702 N. Birdwell 263-2536
BIG SPRING METHODIST
407 S. Gregg 263-1259

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster 267-7015

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
1008 Birdwell Lane 263-5683

Bilingual Services ~ 6:00 p.m.
CORNERSTONE/COVENANT

706 E. 12th  264-0015
LIGHTHOUSE RESTORATION

CENTER
604 E. 13th St. 264-0043
LIFE CHURCH
102 E. 10th 263-7714
FAMILY FAITH VICTORY
CENTER, INT.

810 E. 11th P1. 267-6001
Samuel A. Segundo, Jr., Pastor
SPRING OF LIFE CHURCH
Johnnie Sevey, Pastor
40? ]F 21s 67-8658
glesia de Cristo
Anderson y Green St.
432-553-5559

HOUSE OF HOPE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Rev. Floyd Green, Jr., Pastor

200 W. 17th « 325-728-5900 * Colorado City, TX

CIRCUIT RIDER COWBOY CHURCH
5108 Nichols Rd., Big Spring
in the Elbow Community
CHAPEL OF FAITH
401 E. 14th
SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP
501 Birdwell Lane (College Park Shopping Ctr.)
LIVING HOPE CHURCH
1312 Lindbergh 432-935-0327
BIG SPRING FULL GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP
309 S. Benton 432-264-7775
Billy Guy, Pastor
bcecjg@hotmail.com
CHRIST IN THE COUNTRY
FELLOWSHIP
5100 E. FM 846, Luther, TX
(432) 270-0594

THE PENTECOSTALS OF
BIG SPRING

Jesus Name UPC
1004 Locust 432-263-0050

PRESBYTERIAN

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
701 Runnels 263-4211
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
205 N. 1st Coahoma

THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th  267-8239

TOLLETT ALL FAITH CHAPEL
Big Spring State Hospital
FRIENDS OF UNITY
303 E. 5th St.

TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
900 Magnolia
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
603 Tulane (432) 267-8593
ISAIAH 58

107 Runnels 263-4758

TRINITY BAPTIST

CHURCH
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Buddy Everett
Investment Representative
410 E. FM 700 Suite C

Big Spring, TX 79720

Bus. 432-263-0460 Toll Free 877-263-0461
Toll-free fax 866-462-8412 Home 432-268-9742

www.edwardjones.com

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

E*‘.flwunljunes

21780

www.shotgunmax.com

Maxwell Green
Buy * Trade * Sell

432-263-0395 or 263-4720

702 Johnson, Big Spring, TX
FFLD

rﬂ ARRIS LUMBER & HARIWARE,

LUNSER - HASDWIAE - iE

DO SUPPLES + APPLUNCES + ELECTROMICS
www. harrislumber.homeappliances.com

1515 E. FM 700

267-8206 Big Spring. Tx.

Telephone Long Distance
High Speed Internet

331

WESTEX =
711 Scurry e W. Bus 20
263-0091 Telecom 756-3826
Big Spring Local Customer Service Stanton

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home
& Chapel

301 E. 24th 267-8288
Big Spring, TX

15711

THE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
SHOP
OLDEST DEALERSHIP IN TEXAS

908 W. 3RD ST. HWY. 80
263-2322 BIG SPRING, TEXAS

HOWARD & MARLIO WALKER

15708

N

GM - Jessica Bfadbery
2311 Gregy St. 263-6663
g OFF: (432) 267-
wipee FAX 267-361
| ES 263-46
I 1 RES 263
FAR“_S M T:.I_:;.:.:_ |:|.|-.I r..:.l:i'l-_-.l.: ¥
AGENCY e
INC. TX 757

2000 SOUTH GREGG

263-3000
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

%jﬁﬂuﬂ'f J00000000000000

g{r@?ﬁ LIT1S 0ve Beautiful Place
= Jewelers
.—"g)

15707

=
/

| | I

Big Spring Mall
Big Spring, Tx.
(432) 267-6335

_

Nalley-Pickle & Welch

“SERVING HOWARD COUNTY FOR OVER 75 YEARS”
CLOSING & ESCROW SERVICES -« TILE INSURANCE
ABSTRACTS OF TITLE

Howard County Abstract & Title Co.
106 WEST 3RD STREET
BIG SPRING, TEXAS 79720

BONNIE FRANKLIN (432) 263-1782
OWNER (432) 267-2169

15629

God's love supply is never empty.
“For his unfailing love toward those
who fear him is as great as the height
of the heavens above the earth.”
(Psalm 103:11)

Sherry Wegner Agency

Sperializing in Crop & Roagelend Insimnce”

Lilfe & Health + Homeowners

WL SWCIALCOm

267-2555
1902 N. Hwy. 87 » Big Spring

1701 E. FM 700

28

AT nws Evans, ;N“_

LEE’'s RENTAL

& Self Storage
.

1606 E. FM 700
432-263-6925 Fax 432-264-7323

222130

15707

“WE BUILD”
Kiwanis Club of Big Spring

C,—)-CD

1102 Gregy
263-1381
PizzalInn)
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CHURCH NEWS

Continued from Page 5

The Chancel Choir will present “Infant Holy, In-
fant Lowly” as the anthem and “Arise, Shine, Jesus
Has Come” by Becki Mayo as the offertory anthem.
The Rev. Craig Holstedt will deliver the sermon.

The traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Com-
munion Service will be at 6 p.m. Monday.

If you cannot attend worship, listen in on KBST
1490 AM., beginning at 11 a.m. If you wish to have a
printed bulletin for Sunday services, call the office
at 263-4211. You may also see what’s happening at
the church by visiting our website: www.fpcbs.org.
On our website, find a link that will enable you to
listen to several recent sermons by the Rev. Holst-
edt.

Alive in Christ Lutheran Church
LCMS

Our pastor is Lannon Martin.

Our motto is “Celebrating and Sharing God’s
Love and Grace in our lives.”

We are located at 2805 Lynn Drive in the Kent-
wood Subdivision in Big Spring. The church phone
number is 432-264-7818. Our website is http://www.
m2ctexas.org/chweb/aliveinchrist/. Our e-mail ad-
dress is aliveinchrist@crcom.net.

Please join us for our special services Monday at
6:30 p.m. when the children of Alive in Christ will
lead our Christmas Eve Candlelight Family Service
and our Christmas Day service at 10 a.m.

There will be no mid-week class this week to the
Christmas holiday.

Bo Vizcaino will present the readings this week.
This week’s sermon reference is “The presence of
God.”

Tune in to KBYG every morning for a devotional
sponsored in part by the Lutheran Hour. Tune in
to 106.3 FM or 1400 AM between 6:45 and 6:50 each
morning for these wonderful devotions: “Morning
Meditation Thoughts.”

A new website offered by The Lutheran Hour
Ministries is available. The site, www.jcplayzone.
com, promises fun and Christian educational based
games and videos. Fun for all ages and offered in
several languages, this safe internet site is some-
thing to check out.

Forsan Baptist Church

We are continuing through a message series on
Sunday mornings titled, “Who Is Jesus?” Join us
as we explore the many wonderful aspects of our
Lord. Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 6, we are
continuing an in-depth study of the Book of Revela-
tion.

We will have a candlelight service Monday at
6p.m. Please bring your family and join us as we
celebrate the advent of our Lord and King. This is
a great time for the entire extended family to join
together in worship, something many of us do not
often have the opportunity to do.

A complete remodel of our sanctuary is underway.
Plans for this renovation phase will encompass the
expansion of our stage area with the addition of a
choir loft and moving the baptistery. We will also
be raising the ceiling, installing a new sound sys-
tem, replacing the carpet, dry-walling texturing the
interior, replacing windows and giving the interior
an overall facelift. Check out our Facebook page
for pictures of the progress.

Our church is located at 201 Main in Forsan. Sun-
day school begins at 9:50, with worship services at
10:50 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday youth activities have resumed and
will continue throughout the school year. We will
provide a meal and refreshments for these activi-
ties.

Wednesday services begin at 6 p.m. Rides for all
youth activities are available if arranged ahead of
time. Call the church at 432-457-2342 or Pastor Dar-
ren Weaver at 432-213-2348.

Spring Creek Fellowship

A big thank you to all who participated in The
Prison Ministry Angel Tree and the blood drive last
weekend.

We would like to wish you all a Very Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year! We hope that as
we all celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ
and the birth of a new year, we remember those
who will not be able to celebrate as they normally

RELIGION

would due to loss of a loved one or for other rea-
sons. Please pray for peace and comfort for these
hurting hearts.

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and
“Cookie Share” are scheduled Monday at 6 p.m.
The Cookie Giveaway is a yearly event where we,
as members of Spring Creek Fellowship, deliver
homemade cookies as we leave Candlelight to folks
who have to work on Christmas Eve. If you know of
someone who will be working Christmas Eve, let us
know and we will bless them with some goodies.

The “Between the Lines” Women’s Ministry Cook-
books are available! The cost is $15. Call the church
office to get a copy or for more details. These cook-
books make great Christmas gifts.

New Sunday School classes/Connection Groups
will begin again in January. Come check out class-
es with topic/subject-based studies ranging from
six to nine weeks in length and relevant to today’s
Christian adventure! Classes are available for all
ages and meet from 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Big Spring Classical Academy is in session with
classes for Pre-K and kindergarten. Visit http://big-
springclassical.org for more information.

The Big Spring Homeschool Educational Co-oper-
ative is offering classes for high school and junior
high homeschool students. New classes are being
planned for the semester starting in January.

Classes to begin Jan. 7 are American Sign Lan-
guage, Art, Junior and Senior High English, Math/
Algebra, Drama, History of Christianity, Texas
History, Music Theory, Dave Ramsey Financial
Peace University for Teens, ACT Prep and Test and
Human Anatomy & Physiology.

Weekly happenings:

Sunday- 9:15-10:15 am-Sunday School/Connection
Groups; 10:15-10:45 a.m., “Holy Grounds Café” is
open with snacks and fellowship; 10:45noon, wor-
ship service. Listen to sermons at www.spring-
creekfellowship.org.; 5 p.m., Girls Bible Study.

Monday- 6:30-8:30 p.m., “Celebrate Recovery,”
Women.

Tuesday- 1:45, Praying Effectively for the Lost;
“Wings” Dance Academy meets for girls ages 4-12.

Wednesday- 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Meal; 6 p.m.,
Bible Study and youth and children’s activities; 6
p.m., Boy Scouts.

Thursday- 6:30-8:30 p.m., “Celebrate Recovery,”
Men; 7 p.m., “Crazy Love” college age Bible study
by Francis Chan.

Saturday- 7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast & Fel-
lowship.

If you would like any further information regard-
ing any of our ministries or events, please contact
the church office.

Spring Creek Fellowship meets at the College
Park Shopping Center at 501 Birdwell Lane in
Big Spring. (Across from Denny’s). Contact us at
(432)714-4584 or visit our website at www.spring-
creekfellowship.org

“Every Member a Minister”-1 Peter 4:10 NKJV

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

St. Mary’s Holy Eucharist service begins at 10:30
a.m. Sunday. We will be decorating the church for
Christmas after our morning service.

St. Mary’s Christmas Eve service will begin at
7:30 p.m. Monday. A reception will follow in the
parish hall.

The Daily Grind with God — Coffee Hour and eve-
ning prayer will not meet Dec. 26 due to the holi-
days.

For more information about St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, call 267-8201. St. Mary’s is located at 1001
S. Goliad.

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish

Holy Trinity Catholic Parish, located at 1009
Hearn St., offers Mass three times each weekend:
5 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday.
Msgr. Bernard Gully is available for confession
Saturday afternoon from 3:30 to 4:45 and before
weekday Masses. The weekday Mass is at 7 a.m. in
the chapel.

The church office is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
weekdays or can be reached by calling 432-714-
4930.

Special Mass times in the next week are as fol-
lows:

Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec, 24 — 5 p.m. (Chil-
dren’s Christmas Play) and 7 p.m. (bilingual)

Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25 — 10 a.m

New Year’s Eve, Monday, Dec. 31 — 7 p.m.

New Year’s Day, Tuesday, Jan. 1 — 10 a.m.
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efore last week a “Connecticut Christmas”
B would have conjured up Christmas card

images: flocked evergreens, multicolored
lights glistening on snow-covered streets, chil-
dren sledding in the park, smoke curling from
chimneys where families gather around the
warm glow of the fireplace. But today, after the
tragic slaughter of innocent children, a “Con-
necticut Christmas” leaves us
chilled and confused.

As the news broke, I found
myself not wanting to listen, not
wanting to be disturbed by the
painful images and stories. But
the awful events seep their way
into our consciousness. Ifound
myself watching little children
singing Christmas carols at
church on Sunday and thinking
about those who died in New-
town. I cannot stop thinking
about the families with presents
already wrapped underneath the tree and no
little hands to unwrap them. I can’t help putting
myself in the place of mothers and fathers whose
pain is too deep for words. I find myself wanting
to weep, wishing that this kind of evil were not
present in the world, wishing that the innocent
did not suffer, that injustice and violence did not
exist. I found myself asking how God could let
something like this happen.

AsIthought about these things I was reminded
that we have made Christmas into an escape
filled with fantastic fairy tales complete with
elves and flying reindeer. We have created a na-
tivity filled with serenity and peace. But the ac-
tual birth of Jesus was anything but serene and
peaceful. Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem
to pay taxes, thrown into unfamiliar surround-
ings with no place to stay. The stable was a last
resort. And evil was already stalking the baby
that Mary bore. What we are feeling in the wake
of Connecticut is not far removed from what was
felt in Bethlehem.

The Magi who came seeking the newborn King
unwittingly tipped Herod off to his birth. After
they refused to report his birth, Herod sent his
death squad to kill him. Matthew wrote, “When
Herod realized that he had been outwitted by
the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders
to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicin-
ity who were two years old and under, in ac-
cordance with the time he had learned from the
Magi. Then what was said through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice is heard in
Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children and refusing to be
comforted, because they are no more.” (Matthew
2:16-18).

Being warned in a dream that the child Jesus
was in danger, Joseph fled with his Mary and the
baby and went into hiding. But before he left the
region, they visited Jerusalem where the proph-
et Simeon predicted what was to come. “This
child is destined to cause the falling and rising
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce
your own soul too.” (Luke 2:34-35).

The power of that first Christmas is found in
the fact that God embraced the confusing cruelty
of our world. It was in the midst of evil, pain and
suffering that Jesus was born. It was precisely
because of the senseless evil in this world that
God sent His Son. He came to give His own inno-
cent life as a ransom for our sins. He conquered
death by His resurrection and one day He will
remove the evil from this world by His return.

B

TINSLEY

Bill Tinsley’s column reflects on current events
and life experience from a faith perspective. He
served as Associate Executive for Texas Baptists.
Email bill@tinsleycenter.com

Atheists hang

solstice banner

WILKES-BARRE,
Pa. (AP) — A banner
proclaiming religion a
myth has joined a Nativ-
ity display and menorah
in a northeastern Penn-
sylvania town square.

Two Wilkes-Barremen
paid a $50 fee to hang the
banner supplied by the
Freedom From Religion
Foundation in the same
public square that the
town’s Christmas tree
has been erected.

The banner reads, in
part, “At this Season of
the Winter Solstice, Let
Reason Prevail.”

Justin Vaculaand Rod-
ney Collins paid the fee
for the banner’s display.
The NEPA Freethought
Society members say
the city is being coura-

geous to allow diverse
viewpoints.

Vacula tells The Citi-
zens’ Voice of Wilkes-
Barre that atheists are
entitled to share their
views if religious dis-
plays are allowed on
public land.

A city spokesman says
Wilkes-Barre can’t dis-
criminate and endorses
no religious beliefs.

Group gathers

to pray at school

CONROE, Texas —
In light of the horrific
events at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in
Connecticut last Friday,
more than 100 parents
and students gathered
Wednesday morning at
Deretchin Elementary
in an effort to make a
statement that they will

pray in school.

During the 30-min-
ute vigil outside the
school, parents, teach-
ers and students, many
of them wearing yellow
to signify light, joined
hands and stood quiet-
ly as many people said
prayers.

“It was so great to
hear so many children
praying today, asking
God for his protection,”
said Robyn Petty, a
parent who organized
the prayer vigil. “The
events in Newtown
scared them and I think
it was a great way to
show them — we are not
helpless — we can pray
and God is faithful.”

While this is not the
first time the school has
hosted a mass prayer,
therecenteventsseemed
to drive home the signif-

icance, Petty said. Par-
ents and children need
to know that praying in
school is their right, she
added.

“I think this was im-
portant because we are
called to share God’s
love, to be a light in a

dark world and we wor-
ry too much about being
politically correct or of-
fending someone when
all we really want to do
is invite God back into
our lives and schools,”
she said. “There has
been so much talk about

gun control since the
Newtown shooting and I
just don’t think that will
stop a mass gunman.
Drugs are illegal but
even kids have access to
them. If someone wants
a gun, no law is going to
stop them.”

1wnanT YOU
TO CALL

Plecteolas
“THE ROOFINGG COMPANY YOU RELY ONT
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‘Sandy Claus’ delivers toys to storm-stricken kids

Associated Press

NEW YORK — From
his toy-cluttered
Brooklyn apartment,
the man in the red suit
was making his list and
checking it twice. But
he made no distinction
between naughty or
nice: Every child on it
would receive a gift
from this Santa Claus.

Forthechildren whose
toys floated away dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy,
Michael Sciaraffo is
playing the role of a
real-life Saint Nick.
Every afternoon and
night, he stuffs his red
sack to the brim with
presents and heads out
tostorm-ravaged homes,
personally delivering
new toys to awestruck
little kids whose play
rooms were destroyed
by floodwaters. And
with less than a week
before Christmas, his
“Secret Sandy Claus
Project” is keeping him
very busy.

“Between the requests
coming in for personal
visits as well as the
influx of donations, it’s
been a full-time job,”
said Sciaraffo, a 31-year-
old political consultant.
“And kudos to Santa,
because I don’t know

how he pulls it off every
year.”

There’s hardly any
room to sit in his tiny
apartment, where boxes
of toys are piled on
tables and all over the
floor. He spends most of
the day keeping track of
toy requests and dona-
tions that are pouring
in by the hundred from
people who know chil-
dren affected by the
storm. At first, Sciaraffo
began jotting down the
requests on Post-it
notes, but as demand
steadily grew he created
a spreadsheet and taped
it to the wall.

The list reads like an
inventory for a toy store.
A Playskool swing for
2-year-old Jacob. A
Disney Fairies makeup
set for 5-year-old
Charlotte. Then there
are countless robots and
footballs and baby dolls
arranged by age and
gender, awaiting assign-
ment to a specific child.

“The goal was tomatch
up each child with a toy
that they liked or asked
SantaforforChristmas,”
Sciaraffo explained.
“We basically tried to
pair them up with toys I
had in stock.”

The charitable enter-
prise grew out of a
Sandy donation out-

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or

AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

Michael Sciaraffo, as Santa Claus, arrives at the
home of the Creamer family to deliver toys in the
Belle Harbor neighborhood of the Queens borough

of New York.

reach effort that
Sciaraffo had been
spearheading for weeks
in the wake of the storm,
drumming up donations
of clothing and food
through Facebook. As
the holidays
approached, he realized
that lots of children
would be without their
toys this year.

And with their par-
ents preoccupied with
the drudgery of storm

repairs, many children
probably might not even
get to sit on Santa’s lap.
So he decided to fill that
gap himself.

“When I was a kid, my
toys were very impor-
tant to me,” Sciaraffo
said. “That’s their secu-
rity blanket, so to speak.
I couldn’t sit home and
do nothing.”

Donations are coming
by the truckload from
all over the country,

fueled by his Facebook
page. And Sciaraffo has
received elf-like help
fromfellow New Yorkers
like Sean Turk, a father
of three from Queens
who has raised more
than $2,000 from his
community and has
been filling toy requests
at local stores.

“I started it with $500
of my own,” Turk said,
“and then people just
started contributing.”

On a recent rainy
afternoon, Sciaraffo
pulled on his white wig
and beard and drove out
to weather-beaten Belle
Harbor, a town on the
Rockaway peninsula.
His first stop: the dark-
ened oceanfront home
of Elizabeth Sampol,
who was  waiting
upstairs with her
11-month-old daughter,
Ella.

“Ho, ho, ho,” he shout-
ed. “Merry Christmas!”

Ella gazed up at him
and smiled as Sciaraffo
handed her a toy duck.
Sandy struck just after
her first birthday party
and destroyed all of her
new gifts when the base-
ment flooded.

“As you can see from
the outside of the house
and the inside of the
house, it’s been a disas-
ter,” said Elizabeth
Sampol, who has been
livinginaFEMA-funded
hotel room for several
weeks with her family
while their home is
repaired. “And we
haven’t had time to take

her to go see Santa Claus
or to do anything that
we would want to do for
her first Christmas that
actually matters.”

Sampol said she was
amazed when she
learnedaboutSciaraffo’s
project.

“He contacted me and
he told me how he’s
been going around giv-
ing out gifts,” she said.
“And I was so happy
that someone would do
this in his free time.”

A few blocks away,
4-year-old Sophie
Creamer waited excit-
edly by the front door as
she caught sight of
Sciaraffo coming down
the street. And when he
handed her a brand-new
Barbie doll, she clutched
it to her chest and
wouldn’t let go.

“It’s all gutted. We
don’t have a basement,”
said her mother, Lori
Creamer. “So she lost
all of her toys.”

If all goes according to
plan, Sciaraffo is hop-
ing to deliver presents
to nearly 1,000 children
in the coming days.

As he hoisted his sack
of toys over his shoul-
der, heading off to
another delivery, the
rain stopped and a rain-
bow cut a path across
the sky.

He took it as a sign of
good luck.

“You don’t see that
every day,” he said,
grinning as his beard
slipped down his face a
little. “Amazing.”

You deal and open One Heart
with the following hand:

& 10 Y KQ974 ¢ KJ5 & A1063

What would you bid next if part-
ner responded:

1. One spade.

2. One notrump.

3. Two clubs.

4. Two diamonds.

5. Two hearts.

* kR

1. Two clubs. This comes closer to
describing your hand than a rebid of
either one notrump or two hearts. It
is true that one notrump would iden-
tify a hand of minimum opening
strength, but it would at the same
time imply balanced distribution,
which you do not have. The two-club
bid offers the advantage of allowing
you to discover a club fit, while the
chief disadvantage of two clubs is
that it docs not limit you to a hand of
the minimum class. The advantages
accorded by painting a more accurate
picture of your distribution more
than offset this defect.

2. Two clubs. You can’t sensibly
accept a notrump contract by pass-
ing, considering the danger implicit
in your singleton spade. It is there-
fore best to bid two clubs, hoping to
find a better landing place.

box.
914 513
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Bidding Quiz

Tomorrow: A little slip.
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By Steve Becker

3. Three clubs. This is a straight
value bid indicating a hand of mini-
mum opening strength that contains
support for clubs, Add a couple more
high-card points and you would have
enough for a jump-raise to four
clubs.

4, Three diamonds. The only
alternative — three clubs — would
promise more in the way of high-
card points. The simple raise,
informing partner that you have a
minimum opening with diamond
support, provides the most accurate
description of your hand.

5. Three clubs. The possible
rebids are three hearts, three clubs
and pass. If partner has a dead-
minimum for his raise, the limit of
the hand might be nine or even only
cight tricks. At the same time,
though, allowance must be made for
the possibility of making 10 tricks if
partner has the right hand, so passing
two hearts is much too conservative.

Three clubs is more informative
than three hearts and is therefore the
better choice, It tells partner that you
have a second suit and allows him to
bid three or four hearts, depending
on how he re-evaluates his hand. 1f
he has, say, # 984 ¥ J1063 ¢ Q9
& KQ82, he will bid four hearts,
which is virtually laydown,

Stores hrace for snow during final shopping days

NEW YORK (AP) —
Midwesterners aren’t the only
ones who could get slammed by
the storm that’s expected to bring
heavy snow, winds and rain to
the middle of the country over
the next couple of days. Stores
could get hit too.

With sales during the holiday
shopping season disappointing
so far, the nation’s retailers are
depending even more on these
finaldaysleadingupto Christmas
for a boost in business. Retailers
are hoping the storm won’t
change shoppers’ plans.

Jon Adam, 22, said he’s fin-
ished most of his holiday shop-
ping. But Adam, who lives in
Grand Rapids, Mich., was plan-
ning to go out this weekend to
buy $80 perfume at a specialty
store located 35 miles away for
his girlfriend. The looming snow-
storm, however, is making him
rethink that.

“I don’t know if things are
going to freeze over,” he said.
“We’re all used to snow. But we
haven’t had that big snow (storm)
this year. So everyone is on
edge.”

The first big snowstorm of the
season, which began in the
Midwest on Thursday, is just the

latest challenge facing stores
during this holiday shopping
season. The period, which runs
roughly from November through
December, can account for 40
percent of a store’s annual reve-
nue. The Midwest accounts
for about 18 percent of the
nation’s retail sales, according to
MasterCard Advisors’ Spend-
ingPulse.

So far this season, sales have
been lackluster as shoppers have
held back their spending because
of worries about the weak U.S.
job market and the possibility
that a stalemate between
Congress and the White House
over the U.S. budget could trig-
ger tax increases and spending
cuts known as the “fiscal cliff”
next year. That would mean less
money in shoppers’ pockets.

ShopperTrak, which counts
foot traffic and its own proprie-
tary sales numbers from 40,000
retail outlets across the country,
slashed its retail sales forecast
for the season on Wednesday to
an estimated 2.5 percent increase
to $257.7 billion. The company
had previously predicted a rise of
3.3 percent for the season.

“This comes at a crucial week-
end,” said Ken Perkins, presi-

dent of RetailMetrics, a research
firm. “This is the end game.
These days are huge as sales have
been soft in November and
December. They need a strong
finish to carry through.”

Most major stores and malls
said that local managers are
keeping an eye on the weather.
Kohl’s closed its Beaver Dam,
Wis. store late Thursday. And
Dianna Gee, a spokeswoman at
Wal-Mart Stores Inc., said that 15
of its nearly 4,000 stores were
closed for a few hours Thursday
because of the storm. But all but
three stores in Kansas, Missouri
and Iowa have reopened.

“There’s been no major impact
at this point,” Gee said, noting
that the affected stores have seen
a spike in sales of snacks as shop-
pers prepared to stay home.

Target, which is watching 46
stores across Iowa, Minnesota
and Wisconsin, said it has “prep-
ositioned” inventory such as
shovels and winter clothing to
areas that are expected to get sig-
nificant snow. The discounter
said in a statement that all of its
stores are open and that the “goal
is to remain open for impacted
communities to have access to
winter storm essentials.”
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News in brief

Tiny dollar gap between
Boehner, Obama on ‘fiscal
cliff’ belies GOP’s huge

political headache

WASHINGTON (AP) — When it
comes to resolving their “fiscal cliff”
impasse, the dollar gap between
President Barack Obama and House
Speaker John Boehner is tiny in fed-
eral terms. That masks a monumen-
tal political ravine the two men must
try to bridge, with most of the burden
on the now beleaguered Boehner.

Short of support from his own Re-
publican Party, a chagrined speak-
er abruptly canceled a House vote
Thursday night on his so-called Plan
B. The measure would have prevent-
ed looming tax increases on everyone
but people earning over $1 million an-
nually, but was opposed by rank-and-
file Republican lawmakers unwilling
to vote for any tax increases at all.

Now Boehner, R-Ohio, and Obama
seem likely to bargain anew over a
broad package of tax increases and
spending cuts, with Thursday night’s
GOP retreat weakening Boehner’s
leverage. Ticking ever louder is the
start of the new year, which by law
will usher in hundreds of billions
in tax increases and spending cuts
— the “fiscal cliff” — unless the two
men avert it by crafting a compro-
mise deficit-cutting package that can
get through the GOP-run House and
Democratic-led Senate.

Despite the impassioned political
clash that the “cliff” has prompted,
weeks of intermittent bargaining be-
tween Obama and Boehner have left
them facing relatively miniscule dol-
lar differences by Washington stan-
dards.

Obama wants to raise taxes by about
$20 billion a year more than Boehner.
The two men differ over spending
cuts by roughly the same amount.

Obama vows to press
ahead on fiscal cliff
solution after House GOP

leaders scrap vote

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Barack Obama says he’ll press ahead
with Congress to prevent across-the-
board tax increases set to strike tax-
payers Jan. 1 after House GOP lead-
ers unexpectedly put off a vote on
legislation calling for higher rates on
million-dollar earners was abruptly
scrapped Thursday evening.

The measure “did not have suffi-
cient support from our members to
pass,” House Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio, conceded in a brief state-
ment.

At the White House, Press Secretary
Jay Carney said that Obama’s “main
priority is to ensure that taxes don’t
go up on 98 percent of Americans and
97 percent of small businesses,” citing
statistics associated with Obama’s
campaign promise to increase top
tax rates on household earning more
than $250,000 a year.

“The President will work with Con-
gress to get this done and we are hope-
ful that we will be able to find a bipar-
tisan solution quickly that protects
the middle class and our economy,”
Carney said. Pointedly, the statement
didn’t say whether Obama would
work with Boehner to revive stalled
talks with Boehner or turn to the
Democratic-controlled Senate to try
to salvage the situation.

Boehner’s attempt to tactically re-
treat from a longstanding promise to
maintain Bush-era tax rates for all
was designed to gain at least some
leverage against Obama and Sen-
ate Democrats in the fiscal cliff end-
game.

Thursday’s drama was a major
personal defeat for the Speaker, who
retains the respect and affection of
his tea party-infused conference, but
sometimes has great difficulty in get-
ting them to follow his leadership.

Federal crackdown on
foreign HGH has led to
record sales of the drug
by Big Pharma

A federal crackdown on illicit for-
eign supplies of human growth hor-
mone has failed to stop rampant
misuse, and instead has driven re-
cord sales of the drug by some of the
world’s biggest pharmaceutical com-
panies, an Associated Press investi-
gation shows.

The crackdown, which began in
2006, reduced the illegal flow of un-
regulated supplies from China, India
and Mexico.

But since then, Big Pharma has
been satisfying the steady desires
of U.S. users and abusers, including
many who take the drug in the false
hope of delaying the effects of aging.

From 2005 to 2011, inflation-adjusted
sales of HGH were up 69 percent, ac-
cording to an AP analysis of pharma-
ceutical company data collected by
the research firm IMS Health. Sales
of the average prescription drug rose
just 12 percent in that same period.

Gunman’s mother is a
reluctantly recognized
victim of shooting that

killed 26 at school

NEWTOWN, Conn. (AP) — When
people here speak of the massacre at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, they
use the number 26: the ones killed af-
ter Adam Lanza blasted his way into
the school.

When the bells of Newtown toll
mournfully Friday morning to honor
the victims of last week’s shooting
rampage, they’ll do so 26 times, for
each child and staff member Kkilled.

Rarely do residents mention the
first person police said Lanza killed
that morning: his mother, Nancy,
who was shot in the head four times
while she lay in bed.

That makes 27.

A privatefuneral was held Thursday
in New Hampshire for Nancy Lanza,
according to Donald Briggs, the po-
lice chief in Kinston, N.H., where her
funeral was held. About 25 family
members attended the ceremony.

Holiday travelers awaiting
flights, safe roads hope
to be on their way as

snowstorm moves on

CHICAGO (AP) — Travelers fac-
ing canceled flights and closed roads
were hoping to finally head to their
holiday destinations as a widespread
snowstorm that dumped more than a
foot of snow in parts of the Midwest
moved across the Great Lakes toward
Canada.

The storm, part of a system that
began in the Rockies earlier in the
week, led airlines to cancel more than
1,000 flights and caused whiteout con-
ditions that left roads dangerous to
drive on. It was blamed for deaths in
at least five states, with parts of Iowa
and Wisconsin hit with more than a
foot of snow.

While some people went to work
on digging themselves out even as
the storm continued Thursday, oth-
ers had less control: They were stuck
waiting for word of new flight times.

Most of the canceled flights were in
Chicago, where aviation officials said
more than 350 flights were called off
at O’Hare International Airport and
more than 150 at Midway Internation-
al Airport.

Southwest Airlines, which canceled
all of its flights out of its Midway hub
after 4:30 p.m. Thursday, was an-
ticipating normal operations Friday
morning in Chicago. United Airlines
also planned to operate a full sched-
ule, though spokeswomen for both
airlines cautioned travelers to check
their flight status before heading to
the airport.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

from all of us
at the

Big Spring Herald
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North Korea says it has
detained a U.S. citizen for

unspecified ‘crimes’

PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP) —
North Korea said Friday that it has
detained an American citizen who
has confessed to unspecified crimes.

State media said in a short dispatch
that someone named Pae Jun Ho
entered North Korea on Nov. 3 as a
tourist but was detained because of
crimes.

The North said the crimes were
“proven through evidence” but didn’t
elaborate.

Pyongyang has detained and even-
tually released several Americans in
recent years. Some have been jour-
nalists and others Christians accused
of religious proselytizing.

In 2009, two journalists were de-
tained after crossing into the North
from China while on a reporting trip.
They were later released .

FBI: 1 of 2 bank robbers
who escaped federal
Chicago jail arrested after

dayslong manhunt

CHICAGO (AP) — One of the two
bank robbers who made a daring es-
cape from a high-rise federal jail in
Chicago was arrested after a dayslong
manhunt, an FBI spokeswoman said
early Friday.

Special Agent Joan Hyde said Jo-
seph “Jose” Banks was captured
without incident in Chicago, officials
stated.

Agents and officers from the Chica-
go FBI's Violent Crimes Task Force,
along with officers from the Chicago
Police Department, arrested Banks
about 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Hyde told
The Associated Press in an email.

The search continued for Kenneth
Conley, who fled the jail with Banks
early Tuesday.

Banks, 37, and Conley, 38, somehow
broke a large hole into the bottom of
a 6-inch wide window of the Metro-
politan Correctional Center, dropped
a makeshift rope made of bed sheets
out and climbed down about 20 sto-
ries to the ground.

The escape went unnoticed for
hours, with surveillance video from
a nearby street showing the two hop

into a cab shortly before 3 a.m. Tues-
day. They had changed out of their
orange jail-issued jumpsuits.

Awaiting sunrise, most in
Mexico’s Maya heartland
expect ‘cosmic dawn,’ not

end of world

MERIDA, Mexico (AP) — In the
darkness before dawn Friday, spiritu-
alists prepared white clothes, drums,
conch shells and incense ahead of the
sunrise they believe will herald the
birth of a new and better age as a vast,
5,125-year cycle in the Mayan calen-
dar comes to an end.

No one was quite sure at what time
the Mayas’ 13th Baktun would offi-
cially end on this Dec. 21.

Some think it already ended at mid-
night Thursday. Others looked to Fri-
day’s dawn here in the Maya heart-
land. Some had later times in mind.

“Wait until the dawn on the 22nd;
that is when we Maya will speak,”
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Rigoberta
Menchu said earlier in Guatemala,
another Maya area.

Mexico’s National Institute of An-
thropology and History even sug-
gested that historical calculations to
synchronize the Mayan and Western
calendars might be off a few days. It
said the Mayan Long Count calendar
cycle might not really end until Sun-
day.

Whatever the details, the chance
to welcome a new time seemed to be
the main concern among celebrants
drawn to the Yucatan peninsula.

After report, Suzy Favor
Hamilton tweets that she

worked as an escort

Three-time Olympian Suzy Favor
Hamilton says she coped with depres-
sion and a troubled marriage by turn-
ing to a life of prostitution.

In a series of posts to her Twitter ac-
count, Favor Hamilton acknowledged
working as an escort following a re-
port Thursday on The Smoking Gun
website about her double life.

“I do not expect people to under-
stand,” Favor Hamilton tweeted. “But
the reasons for doing this made sense
to me at the time and were very much
related to depression.”

You deserve a factual look at . . .

What are the faets?

Jews in Arab countries. Jews have lived since Biblical
times in what are now Arab countries. After the Roman
conquest, Jews were dispersed, mostly to what are now the
Arab countries of North Africa and the Middle East. Many
Jews migrated to the Iberian peninsula - Spain and Portugal.
They were expelled from those countries at the end of the
15th century. They mostly migrated to the Arab countries,
where, by now, they have been living for almost 500 years,
many Jews for over 2,000 years.

The Forgotten Refugees

Why does nobody care about the Jewish refugees from Arab lands?

The world is greatly concerned about the Arabs who fled the nascent state of Israel in 1948. But no mention is ever made of the
Jewish refugees from Arab lands. Their history is as compelling and arguably more so than that of the Arab refugees from Israel.

A different history. It is instructive to compare the history
of those Jewish refugees with that of the Arabs who fled from
Israel during its War of Independence. There were about
650,000 of them. Most left following the strident invocations
of their leaders, who urged them to leave, so as to make room
for the invading Arab armies. After victory was to be achieved,
they could return to reclaim their property and that of the
Jews, all of whom would have been killed or would have fled.

In contrast to the Jewish refugees, who were quickly

integrated into Israel, the Arab

There is a myth that Jews had an easy
life in Muslim/Arab countries. The

at all, were victimized by vicious

Jews in Arab Countries

opposite is the case. Jews under Islam 1948 Now They confined them into so-called
were treated as second-class citizensand - Algeria 140,000 o refugee camps. Those camps are
worse. The relationship was governed by g 75.000 joo essentially extended slum cities, where
a system of discrimination, intended to Irgaypt |35’000 100 their descendants - now the fourth
reduce the Jews in those Arab countries | 1 ’ gdeneration - have been living ever
to  conditions of humiliation, LePanen 5,000 190" ince. The reason for the Arabs' refusal
segregation and violence. They were Libya 38,000 0 toaccept them was and still is the desire
excluded  from  society, from Morocco 265,000 5,700 o keep them as a festering sore and to
government, and from most professions. Syria 30,000 100  make solution of the Arab/Israel conflict
They were barely tolerated and often, Tunisia 105,000 1,500 impossible. These “refugegs,” whose
under the slightest pretext or no pretext yamen 55,000 900 number has by now miraculously

countries resolutely refused to accept
the Arab refugees into their societies.

increased from their original 650,000 to

violence.

When Israel declared its statehood in 1948, pogroms broke
out across the entire Arab/Muslim world. Thousands died in
this violence. Their homes and businesses were destroyed,
their women violated. The vast majority of those Jews fled
from where they had lived for centuries. They had to leave
everything behind. Most of those who were able to escape
found their way to the just-created state of Israel.

Over 850,000 Jews were driven from Arab countries, most
of them in 1948, at the birth of Israel. Most of the remainder
were chased out during or immediately following the Six-Day
War in 1967, when, in fury about the disastrous defeat, the
“Arab street” erupted and subjected its Jewish population to
bloody pogroms. Israel received every one of those Jewish
refugees from Arab countries with brotherly open arms; it
housed, fed, and quickly integrated them into Israeli society.
They and their descendants now make up more than one-half
of the country’s population.

This message has been published and paid for by

FLAME

Facts and Logic About the Middlle East
P.0O. Box 590359 W San Francisco, CA 94159

Gerardo Joffe, President

Jewish refugees from the Arab countries are the forgotten refugees. The world, and especially of course the Arabs, claim
compensation from Israel for the Arab refugees and insist on their return to what has been Israel for over 60 years. The Jewish
refugees from Arab countries, all Israelis now, have no desire to return to their ancient homelands, where they had been treated
50 shabbily and so brutally. But if there is to be any compensation, those forgotten Jewish refugees are certainly entitled to
such compensation as much as the Arab refugees. Anything else would be an outrage and a great injustice.

5 million, are seething with hatred
toward Israel and provide the cadres of terrorists and suicide
bombers.

The Palestinian refugees occupy a unique place in the
concern of the world. Since 1947, there have been over 100
UN resolutions concerning the Palestinian refugees. But
there has not been one single resolution addressing the
horrible injustices done to the nearly one million Jewish
refugees from the Arab states.

There have been many millions of refugees in the wake of
the Second World War. With only one exception, none of
those refugee groups occupy the interest of the world and of
the United Nations in a major way. That one exception are
the Palestinian refugees. In fact, a special hranch of the
United Nations (UNRWA) exists only for the maintenance of
those “refugees.” In the over sixty years of the existence of
this agency it has cost many hillions of dollars, most of it -
you guessed it — contributed by the United States.

FLAME is a tax-exempt, non-profit educational 501 (c)(3) organization. Its purpose
is the research and publication of the facts regarding developments in the Middle
East and exposing false propaganda that might harm the interests of the United
States and its allies in that area of the world. Your tax-deductible contributions are
welcome. They enable us to pursue these goals and to publish these messages in
national newspapers and magazines. We have virtually no overhead. Almost all of
our revenue pays for our educational work, for these clarifying messages, and for
related direct mail. 1068

To receive free FLAME updates, visit our website: www.factsandlogic.org
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HERALD file photo
Big Spring’s Thomas Young takes a free throw during last week’s game against Stanton.
The Steers (5-9) won 44-43 in OT. BSHS will be in action tonight as they host Seminole.
Varsity begins at 7:30 p.m. at Steer Gym. The girls will resume play Thursday against Tulia
to open the Lubbock Caprock Tournament.

Sports
Calendar

TODAY

Boy’s Basketball

« Seminole at Big Spring, 9th, 5 p.m.; J.V., 6:15 p.m.,

Varsity, 7:30 p.m.
+ Grady at O’Donnell, 8 p.m.

* Colorado City at Forsan, J.V. 5 p.m., Varsity, 7:30 p.m.
* Veribest at Garden City, (varsity only), 8 p.m.

Girl’s Basketball

+ Grady at O’Donnell, 6:30 p.m.
* Colorado City at Forsan, J.V., 4 p.m.; Varsity, 6 p.m.
* Veribest at Garden City, (varsity only), 6:30 p.m.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 237, or e-mail

sports @bigspringherald.com

STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

DALLAS — This was too
easy for LeBron James and
the Miami Heat against a
Dallas team already missing
Dirk Nowitzki when it was
plagued by more injuries.

There was no semblance of
their two NBA Finals match-
ups against each other.

James scored 24 points with
some early baskets on nifty
passes from Dwyane Wade,
and the Heat rolled to a 110-
95 victory Thursday night, a
game in which Miami led by
36 points before James and
Wade sat out entire fourth
quarter.

“I’'m just playing within the
game,” said Wade, who had
19 points and six assists. “My
job is to do a little bit of ev-
erything right now.”

Including getting the ball
to James, who has scored at
least 20 points in all 23 games,

LeBron leads
Heat past Mavs

the longest streak to start an
NBA season since Karl Ma-
lone’s 24 in a row opening the
1989-90 season.

“I'm just very comfortable
and confident in my abil-
ity,” James said. “I put a lot
of work into my game. It’s
always good when you put in
the work and implement that
into a game situation.”

Nowitzki, the Mavs’ 11-time
All-Star, hasn’t played this
season though he practiced
for the first time this week
since arthroscopic right knee
surgery Oct. 19. Dallas is now
without starting point guard
Derek Fisher (right knee)
and post players Elton Brand
(right groin) and Brandan
Wright (right ankle).

The Heat never trailed af-
ter James drove for a short
floater 3 minutes into the
game. They had their first

See MAVS, Page 16

Saints visit Cowboys with quieter Payton talk

SCHUYLER DIXON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING, Texas (AP) — The
New Orleans Saints visit
Cowboys Stadium for the
first time Sunday, just a few
miles from the home where
suspended coach Sean Pay-
ton waits to return from a
yearlong ban with a voided
contract that sparked specu-
lation about him replacing
Jason Garrett in Dallas.

If these teams had played
in early November, there
wouldn’t have been anything
else worth discussing. The
Cowboys changed that by
winning five of six games to

regain control of their playoff
hopes, and the Saints aren’t
totally done yet.

“Our mindset around here
is that we always control our
own destiny,” Garrett said.
“We put ourselves in a posi-
tion right now that every-
thing we want is still in front
of us. But we’re still focused
on the task at hand and that is
the New Orleans Saints.”

Garrett dodged a few ques-
tions Wednesday about those
November days when the
Cowboys were 3-5 and a re-
port surfaced that the league
had scrapped Payton’s con-
tract because it objected to an
out clause in the deal.

Thebuzz, whileignoringthe
obvious New Orleansreaction
that it intended simply to re-
sign Payton, was grounded in
logic: If Payton’s a free agent,
then why wouldn’t he want
to return to a place where he
was a highly regarded assis-
tant and restore America’s
Team to greatness?

The week that story hit,
the Cowboys started winning
again, which is why most of
the questions for Garrett in
the days leading the Saints
game have been about foot-
ball. Like, how about that
three-game winning streak?

“I ignored it all,” Dallas of-
fensive lineman Mackenzy

Bernadeau said of the Payton
talk. “I don’t think anybody
was concerned about it, wor-
ried about it. We just focused
on playing the next game.”
The Cowboys had to focus
on a whole new set of priori-
ties after practice squad line-
backer Jerry Brown died Dec.
8inaone-car accident thatled
to intoxication manslaughter
charges against teammate
and close friend Josh Brent.
Suddenly, Dallas was trying
to figure out how to just get
through a game that kicked
off in Cincinnati less than 24
hours after the players found
out Brown was dead. The
Cowboys won 20-19 on a field

goal by Dan Bailey as time
expired, and Bailey ended the
game on a kick again a week
later in a 27-24 overtime win
against Pittsburgh.

By finding ways to win, the
Cowboys (8-6) are tied for first
in the NFC East and will take
the division if they beat the
Saints and win their finale at
Washington.

“I can only imagine what
the organization has been
through and certainly the
team,” Saints quarterback
Drew Brees said. “I guess you
can do one of two things. It
can cause you to kind of go

See COWBOYS, Page 16

Swimmer Phelps voted AP male athlete of year

Texans halanced attack

HOUSTON (AP) —
Houston offensive co-
ordinator Rick Denni-
son is thankful every
day to be working for
the Texans.

He’s in charge of a
unit that has both the
AFC’s leading receiver
and leading rusher in
Andre Johnson and
Arian Foster. Johnson
has 1,360 yards receiv-
ing, Foster 1,313 yards
rushing.

“It makes the defense
defend a lot,” Dennison
said.

“They put an extra
guy down in the box to
stop the run, we think
we have the people
to throw it well and a
quarterback that dis-

tributes it well. They
play back, we think
we can do enough of-
fensively running the
ball ... that we can find
some holes.”

Foster and Johnson
give the Texans a bal-
anced attack they be-
lieve will be critical as
they move closer to the
playoffs.

Kubiak doesn’t like it
when he has to rely too
much on one dimen-
sion of his offense. He
loved the way the Tex-
ans played in Sunday’s
win over the Colts
when they had 178
yards rushing and 239
yards passing.

“We want to be bal-
anced,” Kubiak said.

(AP) — Now that he’s away
from the pool, Michael Phelps
can reflect — really reflect — on
what he accomplished.

Pretty amazing stuff.

“It’s kind of nuts to think about
everything I've gone through,”
Phelps said. “T've finally had time
to myself, to sit back and say, ‘...
that really happened?’ It’s kind of
shocking at times.”

Not that his career needed a
capper, but Phelps added one
more honor to his staggering list
of accomplishments Thursday —
The Associated Press male ath-
lete of the year.

Phelps edged out LeBron James
to win the award for the second
time, not only a fitting payoff for
another brilliant Olympics (four
gold medals and two silvers in
swimming at the London Games)
but recognition for one of the
greatest careers in any sport.

Phelps finished with 40 votes

in balloting by U.S. editors and
broadcasters, while James was
next with 37. Track star Usain
Bolt, who won three gold medals
in London, was third with 23.

Carl Lewis is the only other
Olympic-related star to be named
AP male athlete of the year more
than once, taking the award for
his track and field exploits in
1983 and ‘84. The only men hon-
ored more than twice are golf’s
Tiger Woods and cyclist Lance
Armstrong (four times each),
and basketball’s Michael Jordan
(three times).

“Obviously, it’s a big accom-
plishment,” Phelps said. “There’s
S0 many amazing male athletes
all over the world and all over
our country. To be able to win
this is something that just sort of
tops off my career.”

Phelps retired at age 27 as soon
as he finished his final race in
London, having won more gold

medals (18) and overall medals
(22) than any other Olympian.

No one else is even close.

“That’s what I wanted to do,”
Phelps said. “Now that it’s over,
it’s something I can look back on
and say, ‘That was a pretty amaz-
ing ride.””

The current ride isn’t so bad ei-
ther.

Set for life financially, he has
turned his fierce competitive
drive to golf, working on his links
game with renowned coach Hank
Haney as part of a television se-
ries on the Golf Channel. In fact,
after being informed of winning
the AP award, Phelps called in
from the famed El Dorado Golf &
Beach Club in Los Cabos, Mexico,
where he was heading out with
Haney to play a few more holes
before nightfall.

“T can’t really complain,”

See PHELPS, Page 16
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NEED TO Rent- House with
land for horse with 3 Bdrm, 2
bath house. Please Call
(870)665-2375..

N

SANTA FOR RENT
Company & Family Parties
Appointments & Information

Call
(432)816-8278, 816-4473.

Garage Sales

GARAGE/ ESTATE Sale
Before Christmas: New &
Slightly Used items- Clothing,
books, sheets, jeans. Too
much to list. 2609 East 24th,
Saturday 8:00-?

Help Wanted

$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver for fuel deliveries.
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr.,
all full medical benefits paid,
retirement plan, vacation and
sick leave. Must have CDL,
hazmat & good driving record.
Come by 1st & Johnson, Park
Fuels/ Chevron, Big Spring.
(432)263-0033.

(Two) Full-Time CNA’S
7a-7p shift
Full-Time RN CHARGE Nurse
7p-7a shift
Needed
Martin County Hospital District
in Stanton, Texas is a Rural
18-bed critical access hospital
with a 4-bed ER that is seeking
dedicated, energetic, compas-
sionate employee’s to work in a
team-nursing med-surg/ER
environment. Contact Paula

Dority @ 432-607-3227 or
pdority @martinch.org or apply
in person at 600 Interstate 20
East, Stanton, TX.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Department taking applications
for Oil Change Tech and Porter

Apply In Person @ Pollard
1501 East 4th Street, Big
Spring, TX.

BARTENDERS & COCKTAIL
WAITRESSES. Outgoing &
Enthusiastic? No experience
necessary. Must be 18 or

older. Call 432-213-0946 for
application, San Franciscan
Bar & Giill.

Wireless
needing Assistant

Company
Manager. Email resume to
melissa@ mobileadiction.com
or call 806-433-3919.

Cheete

this ene!

COOKING POSITION
8:30pm-1:30pm, Mon. through
Fri. Apply at Jack & Jill, 1708
Nolan.

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk
and Housekeeping person.
Apply at Front Office @ 2701
South Gregg Street.

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m.
(432)684-5418.

WASTEWATER
Treatment Plant Operators in
Pecos area.
Apply by calling
Lee Conatser at
713-805-6670
or send resume to
Quail Run Services
P.O. Box 1662
Wimberley, Texas 78676 or
leeconatser@
Imenvironmental.com

HIRING EXPERIENCED CDL

drivers. 1-2 yrs experience
required, with clean driving
record. Pay DOE. Health,
vision, and dental insurance
100% paid! Apply in person:
9400 Service Service Rd,,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more
information.

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer
and maintainer operators. 2
yrs. minimum heavy equipment

experienced  required. Pay
DOE. Health, vision, and
dental insurance 100% paid!

Valid DL required. Apply in
person at 9400 S. Service Rd.,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more info...

LEAD OPERATOR-
City, TX facility
H20il Disposal and Recovery
Services is hiring a Lead
Operator at our Garden City,
TX facility. This position will su-
pervise all outside operations,
including truck washout and
unload station, Tank farm, and
centrifuge maintenance. A high
school diploma or GED, basic
mechanical skills, and technical
experience  with  high-speed
equipment are required. Radia-
tion knowledge for handling
norm is a plus. Our company
offers excellent compensation
plus great benefits. Interested
applicants should submit their
resume to

humanresources @

212resources.com
or contact Danielle Joplin
at 432-524-6326. Additional
opportunities are available at
our Anderson, TX facility.

MAINT TECH needed for
Property in Big Spring.
Applicant must have strong
organizational skills and enjoy
working outdoors. Ability to
work independently
with minimal supervision.
40 hours/wk.

Hourly, Benefits, & Vacation.
Fax resume
432-264-1761

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply
at 3315 E. FM 700.

Garden

Chieete

thies ene!

INFANT & TODDLER POSI-
TIONS 12:00pm-6:30pm. Apply
at Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan.

Join our professional cleaning
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training,
all necessary supplies and
uniform.  Must have own
transportation & speak English.
All cleaners are drug tested &
background checked. Bonded
and insured. Call J. Williams
Management at 432-699-2090

KNOW HIRING Blade and
Dozer Operators.  Benefits
available. Salary DOE. Con-
tact J.ALL. Contractors @
(432)264-7828.

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping
and Part-time Janitorial. Must
be able to work weekends. Ap-
ply at 1102 West 1-20. No
phone calls please.

PROSPERITY BANK is
seeking a Part-Time teller.
Cash  handling  experience
required. If you would like to
join our growing team of expe-
rienced bankers, please apply
online at www.prosperitytx.com
under the careers section. EOE
D/V/M/F Member FDIC

Colorado River Municipal Water District

The Colorado River Municipal Water District is accepting
applications for a Field Operations Manager.

Position is responsible for all activities relating to the
maintenance of the District’s water supply systems, water
quality enhancement systems, and safety and security

programs.

The successful candidate will have the experience necessary
to successfully plan, direct, organize, and, oversee the daily

activities of crews maintaining the District’s raw water
pipelines, pumps, and pump stations. Must have progressive
experience managing multiple projects and personnel. Prior
experience in water supply operations and distribution
strongly preferred.

CRMWD is an equal opportunity employer. Benefits include
health insurance, retirement plans, and sick, vacation and

holiday leave.

Applications are required and are available at the District’s
office, 400 E. 24" Street, Big Spring, Texas, by calling
(432) 267-6341 or www.crmwd.org

NOW ACCEPTING Resumes
For Plant Operator @ Natural
Gas Processing Plant NE of

Big Spring, TX.
Excellent Salary, Paid Vaca-
tion, Medical Insurance, and

401k. Please Send Resume
To:

Plant Supervisor

11703 E. FM 846

Coahoma, TX 79511

Or Fax (432)399-4290

Or Email carcher@wtggas.com

OPERATOR- Garden City, TX
facility

H20Qil Disposal and Recovery
Services is hiring an Operator
at our Garden City, TX facility.

This position operated
equipment in the truck washout
station, including unloading

various Exploration and Pro-
duction wastes in the tank
farm. A high school diploma
or GED is required; basic
mechanical skills and forklift
operation experience is a plus.
Our company offers excellent
compensation plus great bene-

fits. Interested applicants

should submit their resume to
humanresources @
212resources.com

or contact Danielle Joplin

at 432-524-6326. Additional

opportunities are available at
our Anderson, TX facility.

POSITION OPENINGS
Coahoma ISD is accepting
applications for the following
two positions: Cafeteria
Manager and Custodian. Appli-
cations are available at the
Administration ~ Office, 600
North Main St, Coahoma TX or
at coahomaisd.com Applica-
tions will be accepted until the
position if filled. Coahoma ISD
is an equal opportunity
employer.

seeking a certified Physical
Therapist and Occupational
Therapist to serve in the Big
Spring area. Please contact

Steven Sanchez @
432-889-3916.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Diriver,
Roustabout Pushers and
Helpers. Must have valid
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W 120 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed
Full & Part Time
Call
(432)520-1573

SEEKING LINE walker for
natural gas processing plant
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must
have valid Texas drivers li-
cense and be able to pass drug
screening. Must be physically
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send
resume to: Plant Supervisor,
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma,
TX 79511 or email
carcher@wtggas.com or fax
432-399-4290.

SHOP HAND NEEDED-
Must be able to read a tape
measure. Monday thru Friday
6:00am-4:30pm. Call
(432)267-4700.

SHOP/FIELD MECHANICS
Basin Engine and Pump

Shop and Field Mechanics
needed for Industrial Oilfield
Shop. Tools, Uniforms pro-
vided. Benefits package. Pay
DOE. Please submit resume by
fax to 432-570-1115 or email to
shawn @basinengine.com
Office 432-570-1114. Applica-
tions may be filed out at
1914 South County Road.
1083-Midland, TX.

Clieete

thies ene!

VAN DRIVER 3:00pm-4:30pm,

PARKVIEW NURSING
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2pm-10pm and split shifts
*Charge Nurse

10pm-6am shift

Competitive Pay & Insurance

* Laundry Aid/Housekeeper
Experience a plus.

You may apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

and

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST
BE AVAILABLE DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

PIZZA INN
NOW  HIRING DELIVERY
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE

CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST.
MAKE UP TO $12.00 PER
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG.

PIZZA INN

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF.
MUST HAVE SUPER STAR
PERSONALITY AND GREAT
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

VACUUM TRUCK Drivers, Me-
chanics and Conductor Crews.
Call 325-884-2255  Apply
Online @ Pinnergy.com

Mon. through Fri. Apply at Jack
& Jill, 1708 Nolan.

WANTED: SALES Clerk, 3
years experience required,
computer skills. Call
(432)267-7501, come by The
Record Shop, 211 South Main
Street, 9:30-1:30.

West Texas Gas, Inc. has an
immediate opening for a natu-
ral gas liquids (NGL) Pipeline
Operator for the Big Spring/
Midland area. Primary respon-
sibilities require experience in

pipeline operations including
measurement, regulation,
pump stations, line locates,

routine maintenance, computer
skills and cathodic protection
systems. Duties also include
pipeline regulatory compliance
responsibilities.  Benefits  in-
clude group health insurance
& 401K Plan. Salary DOE.
Interested applicant can for-
ward resume to West Texas
Gas, Inc., 211 North Colorado
Midland, Tx 79701 or e-mail to
employment@
westtexasgas.com

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!
Sell them!

Call
263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald
Classified section and
receive a Garage sale kit
Free!

Call Today!

WORLD ACCEPTANCE Corp
Assistant Manager /
Manager Trainee
The Big Spring, TX branch of
World Finance is now accept-
ing applications for a motivated
individual looking for a career
with a company that offers
room for advancement. Promo-
tion to Manager possible within

15 months.
Interested applicants should be
self motivated, possess the
ability to learn rapidly, have
great people skills and be goal
oriented.
Management
helpful but not necessary.
Complete training provided.
High school diploma, depend-
able vehicle and clean
background check required.
Competitive entry level starting
salary along with full benefit
package.

Please apply in person at:

121 E. 3rd St
Big Spring, TX 79720

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
FROM HOME. 6-8 weeks
ACCREDITED. Get a Diploma.
Get a Job! FREE Brochure.
1-800-264-8330 Benjamin
Franklin High School
www.diplomafromhome.com

experience

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Real Estate for Rent

3 BDRM, 2 bath, CH/A, $700.

month, $400 deposit. Non
smoker. References requires.
Nolan County, 4 South of

Roscoe. Call 325-766-3932.

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom,
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood

blinds. Non-Smoking/Pets.
References required. $1500
month, $1500 deposit. Call

(432)213-2319.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub,

extra large closets. $1050
month plus deposit. 1 Year
lease required. No pets/

smoker and no children please.
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

EXTRA PRIVATE 1 bedroom
Cottage House with computer
room. 1 Person Only. Non
Smoking/pets. $550.00 month,
Lease, Credit Qualify. Call
(432)270-0707 Broker.

NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in microwave, full-size
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage
area, playground area, fitness
center, and community center.
Open Monday-Friday
9am-6pm.  Call Knollwood
Heights (432)264-1735.

MEDICAL CAREERS begin
here - Train ONLINE for Allied
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Two Air Rifle with

scope very powerful, call
432-264-9349.
SEASONED MESQUITE

Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at
432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance.
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

PREGNANT? A FT Mom/De-
voted dad seek to adopt. Fi-
nancial security. Expenses
paid. Yvette/David.
Ask4Adam.1-800-790-5260.

CALL

CASH FOR YOUR
MINERALS! Producing or
non-producing minerals.  Will
pay top dollar. Call

325-232-7813.

Real Estate for Rent

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &
1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555

$535.00 Monthly plus deposit
plus bills- 1 Bdrm Efficiency
Apartment- upstairs. Refrigera-
tor, stove, full baths. Call
(469)878-4967.

1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished
or unfurnished, All bills paid.
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes,
24Hr. maintenance, Central
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer
connections. Call
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1800 DUQUOIN- 3 Bedroom,
plus den, 2 bath. $1000 month
plus deposit. Call
480-721-7639 No HUD/ Pets
Extra. Fresh paint/ carpet.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00
month, 1@%$650.00 month, Bills
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE for
Rent, 801 E. FM 700 Suite-B.
Great location, 900 sq. ft,
$1200.00 month & $1000.00
deposit. Call 432-263-1275,
263-1866.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RENT or SALE: Beautiful 3/2
Home w/double garage in
Lovely Neighborhood. Avail-
able after January 15th. Call
(432)267-5128 or 466-3879.

Real Estate for Sale

BY OWNER: 2715 Rebecca.
3/2, 2 car garage, total electric,
corner lot, sprinkler yards,
12x18 shop/stg, 12x24 carport
in back. Asking $115,000.00,
Call 432-263-8016, 213-4984.

FSBO- OWNER Finance
Duplex IN BIG SPRING, 3-1
and 2-1, offered at $3950.00
DN and 746.78 (P&l) per mo.
WAC. www.tmsale.net/

2528, 2530 Fairchild Dr.
Please call 806-745-9965.

HAVE YOU been looking for a
3 bedrooms on about 1 acre of
land? If so call 432-935-6106
for more information.

CASH FOR CARS/TRUCKS:
Get A Top Dollar INSTANT Of-
ferl Running or Not. Damaged?
Wrecked? OK! We Pay Up To
$20,000! Call Toll Free:
1-800-871-9712.

FOR SALE
1970 Chevy 3/4 ton,
4 wheel drive.

1972 Chevy 1 ton
1967 Dune Buggie
1952 Ford Jeep
1979 Chevy Bucket Truck
Call 432-816-6340.

We Can Save
You Money By
Advertising Your
Business In Our
Professional
Service Directory!
Call

263-7301

for more information.
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u;’-"“" 5 C & D Truck
Z WESTEX{ Accessories
N Since 1947 2706 N . HWY 87

432-263-3600

THe Spraveo-On LiNes

30 Wki'dav 8 am.-12
1511 Hwy 350+(432) 263-5000

Hrs, B a.m.-3 p.o. Sat

Qualltv concrete
Metal Bullllln!l

Residential and Commercial
Garage * Shed * Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

816-6839

229714

) DRVEWAYS 5
ol sf?. BLOCK FENGES
Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 816-6561

L1
VisA

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
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This Could Be Your Ad
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CALL 432-263-1331
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BDA Covparies

GENERAL CONTRACTOR (432) 263-1580
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

Bt s

ROOFING - PAINTING FAX
MASTER REMODELER (432) 263-3711
METAL BUILDINGS CELL
ROBERT P. SHAFFER ] 3
(:)"\,I\l EE ':{ (‘1:3:2) 55 1 7’ () 1 :3:3 Eé

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTIN BIG SPRING

+ Residential - Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal

Now Accepting

= e

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!

-
[

. Fence & Welding ..
- Garden City. Texas

1
—

e —an

-

] _“510

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

e T E et T i

J.T.West Texas -+

Wood Fence » Metal Femee 3

Pipe Fence « Pipe Corrals T
-Barbed Wire Fence « Net Wire Fence

Free Estimates _,;.

J.'

5

T

Home (432) 354-2513
Cell:432) 466-1715
Elglﬁpnn (423) 263-1558
I |11gl'. y (325) 3783007 &

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner
Finest In A |
Fencing E

Wood & e

Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

Free Estimates
. TIMMY D'S
Bim HOME REPAIR ROOFING
= Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.
Get Our Price & Comyare Interior & Exterior Painting Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Our Specialty Whole/Patch Job
Robert Marquez - Owner Add On's . §
Garage Door Repair Home Remodeling -
1 8:3:;;2113389 FREE ESTIMATES | | F RSEEGEOS'G"!TQJ E
= - - I} lon Guaran
i 0 Randy Smith-Owner
10INW2nd St.  Big Spring, TX (432) 816-3030 (432) 935-1835

Gibbs Remodelin

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8285 or 210-3262

200419

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling * Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

LANDSCAPING LAWN CARE CENTER m m m

Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds e« Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls

Commercial & Residential
ks B8 (432) 2130031 [T [ m

Free Estimates

240382

[ You Grow It. We Mow It | It

We can tear your house down, and
built it from the ground.

Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NOJOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE
Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
Tam a single mother
(15 yrs. experience with crew)

' * LANDSCAPING - ANY DESIGN *
CandyThomas Roy Thomas
(432) 517-1051  [432) 816-5367

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

220352

Big Spring
Lawn Care
Mowing, Edging,
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.
Al of your Lawn Care.
FREE ESTIMATES

Phone

432-213-3582

238542

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care
Large Lot Mowing
up to 2 acres
Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5594

239863

HOME IMPROVEMENT nonseTRanng  JX  METALART  J PEST CONTROL YOUR AD

Byron Pope
HANDYMAN
Cutting Horses, Braking
Garage Doors, Air-conditions, ; ) ) 'P‘
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, Training & Showing i
Carpentry... )
Home Remodeling, LocationIn &
Hardwood Floors. o Andrews, TX
Small Jobs? Small Prices & ey
432-816-0658 Call
www.jnjhandyman.com (325) 436-2479

DON'S METAL ART

432'934'5) 1 J 1%
6605 N. SERVICE RD.

A 1-20 EXIT 184

§ BIG SPRING, TX

boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

Expert P'C‘;mbing APPLIANCE REPAIR
o ana AND CASH FOR
Drain Cleaning
Service UNWANTED
APPLIANCES.
call g
(432) 270-3911 (432) 813-6281 _
M-36107 %

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
MWar F. Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

7 s
A AVE e

<. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement

All Tvpes of Roof Work,
Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,

Additions, Wood Floors.

You Need it

Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

r';:' -:r'J. e FES - L’jr: d o -

Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

We Do lt...

220351

Bt Sreisd

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

" FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING
$1.000.00 Off Complete Roof Job
Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured « Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

YOUR AD [ ROOFNG m C tRecTRIMMING QX TAX SERVICES

This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-1331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

B SRS

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

L warnwens 2P HouSE FOR SALE C rorsme X winnowmint K CARFORSALE

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING

For all your water well needs.

HERALD All major credit cards accepted
DELIVERED: | | Call(432)383-5231

CALL Family Owned Business

432-263-1331 For5s¥is. "

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-71331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

Four Seasons
é@&p}ptlﬂﬂ & Siding

-

L Sprewferlizing T

Yall Insulation
Thermal
Replacement

Windows & Siding z

Gall 264-8610

Trying To Get Rid Of
Unwanted Items

CALL263-1331
Herald Classifieds

‘HERALD

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience.
Stump grinder available. For Tree
Trimming and removal.

CALL

Lupe Villalpando CALL
432-268-6406 (432) 264-7515
432-213-1451 “Se Habla Espanol”

FAST CASH

On Income Tax Refund

TAK ASSOCIATES

406 Runnels

(Across from Bargain Mart)

231169

C&DTruck

Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
Tint
Cars, Trucks and
Houses

o year limited warranty

230667

TRYING TO SELL
YOUR CAR?

CALL263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD




BiG SPRING HERALD

Friday, December 21, 2012

CLASSIFIED

13

Annie’s Mailbox «

Dear Annie: I'm 27 and
have lupus, a chronic
autoimmune disease. My
condition is  usually
under control, and I live
a normal life. The
problem is, I'm very
sensitive to perfume, air
fresheners and cigarette
smoke, and with my
medications, I can’t drink
alcohol.

A lot of my girlfriends
throw candle parties and
cosmetic parties or go out
drinking, all of which
involve things I react
badly to.

I typically decline these
invitations, suggest
something else or go
along and stay silent so I
won’'t be a wet blanket.
At a recent cosmetic
party, I stupidly allowed
a friend to smear makeup
on me after being goaded
into it.

Within seconds, my
face and scalp were
burning, and I jumped up
and stuck my head under
the faucet. Everybody
laughed, except the
hostess, who was “deeply
offended.” I haven’t been
invited to any parties
since.

It upsets me that my
friends, who have known
me since we were
children, don’t seem to
care that the majority of
their plans include
activities that will make
me physically ill.

I have offered to host
get-togethers at my home,
but one of my friends told
me my house “smells

funny.” When 1 ask
friends, family or co-
workers to lay off the
perfume or air freshener,
I hear, “You’re the only
one who complains.”

Even my sister douses
herself in a perfume that
gives me hives and then
gets insulted that I don’t
want to hug her.

How do I explain to my
friends that their idea of
fun literally makes me
sick? I'm starting to feel
very left out because of

my disease. — Shouldn’t
Be Limited by Lupus
Dear Not Limited:

Your friends seem a bit
immature, which makes
them too focused on their
own enjoyment and less
sympathetic toward you.

Do they know you have
lupus? (Saying that you
can’t drink or are
sensitive  to cologne
might seem optional to
them.) When you can
participate without too
much risk, you should
make the effort, but
otherwise, we recommend
you start looking for
better friends. For
additional assistance and
support, try the Lupus
Foundation of America
(lupus.org).

Dear Annie: A co-
worker and her husband
are expecting a baby in
late December and
decided to throw
themselves an elaborate
baby shower.

They have plenty of

friends,
relatives
and
colleagues
who could
have given
them a
shower. I

have never
heard of
giving one
for yourself.

SATsSs. That
letter took the
cake.

During the
lifetime of
one’s parents,
children

should adjust
their
schedules to
accommodate
those who

Isn’t this sacrificed so
rude? 2 much for
Flum-moxed KATHY MITCHELL them.
in Florida MARCY SUGAR What a lame
excuse about
Dear the son
Florida: wanting to
The idea of showers study for SAT and AP

(bridal or baby) was for
friends to help a new
couple stock their home
or prepare for the new
child by voluntarily
gifting them with things
they would need. This
sweet, helpful welcome
has somehow morphed
into the idea that people
are entitled to demand
gifts for every occasion.
Throwing oneself a baby
shower smacks of greed.
It says, “I expect you to
give me presents.”

However, it’s possible
that none of their friends
offered to help and they
thought it would be OK to
do it themselves. Whether
to attend is up to you.

Dear Annie: “Old
Enough” didn’t want her
parents to visit her in
Europe during her son’s
spring break because he
needed to study for his

exams. There are plenty
of places he can go to

study without

interruptions. — Parent
Dear Parent: We

disagree. Children

should, of course, make
accommodations for their
parents whenever
possible. But when Mom
and Dad can visit at any
time and deliberately
choose to come on
precisely those days that
their daughter has asked
them not to shows a lack
of consideration and
respect.

Parents who want to
maintain a healthy
relationship with their
children should not
stomp all over them.

Dear Annie: Back in
May, our son and his wife
invited us to a concert at
the end of December to
celebrate my husband’s

milestone birthday.
They said it would be
their treat, and we all

agreed it would be a fun
evening.
Over the next few

months, we got together
often, and no mention
was made of the concert.

Yesterday, I sent a text
saying we were excited
about the concert and
asked what time we
should leave. Our son
responded with a text
saying they weren’t going
and that we should have

checked with them
sooner.
Regardless of the

reason — whether illness,
money, work schedule or
whatever — shouldn’t the
people who extended the
invitation let the guests
know there is a change of
plans?

We are so disappointed
and — Confused About
Cancellation

Dear Confused: Your
son and his wife should
not have issued the
invitation wunless they
meant it and certainly
should have notified you
well in advance if the

plans had changed.
However, it’s also
possible they simply

forgot about it until it
was too late to get the
tickets, in which -case,
mentioning how excited
you were about the
upcoming concert in, say,
August might have
averted this family
drama.

One should be
diplomatic but not so
reticent to speak that
these things become an

issue. Good
communication,
especially between

parents and children, can
resolve or prevent a great
many problems.

Dear Annie: I can
relate to “Fran in Frisco,”
who moved halfway
across the country to live
near her husband’s
family. They had
promised to do things
with the grandchildren
and spend lots of time
with them. But when
Fran and her husband
finally moved there, the

grandparents ignored
them.
I had the same

experience with my in-
laws after moving 1,200
miles from my family.
Fran, do yourself a favor
and move back to your
hometown while there’s
still time for your parents
to enjoy their
grandchildren. We never
got that chance, and now
it’'s too late. — Still
Homesick

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please email your questions
to anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, clo
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. To find
out more about Annie’s Mailbox and
read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate Web page
at www.creators.com.
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Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!
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L.A. Welding Services
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GET HOME DELIVERY

i -, AL O

i |

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner
| Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX ¢800-335-4037

Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome © Free Inspections ® Senior Citizens & Military Discounts

O
BBB
=

EMBER
ABILENE

B&B House Leveling

& Foundation Repair

Locarry Ownep & Famivy Operatip For 67 7W
Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,

BBB
A+ RATING 2%

it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!

‘

The Big Country’s only provider

for non-corrosive Steel Piers

GUARANTEE

\ * Repairs on Solid Slab,
Pier & Beam Foundations

* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

LirETIME TRANSFERABLE

UNSUITABLE ROCK
STRATUM OR
“FLOATER"

LOAD-BEARING
ROCK STRATUM

=
1

" NOW OPEN

o
/ D S
=<> The Water Shoppe |
28 1711 Scurry St. e
= Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30 pm ,
- (432) 816-8278 )
— 25¢ Refill per gallon
~%.g) 2 gal,, 3 gal. & 5 gal. —~—
> 8lb.lce ¥1.00 ~ 20 Ib. Ice $2.50 Q_

F"_‘j»-
P

“« Discount for Business or Individuals

who buy Bulk.

235296
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Johnson library shows how presidency reverberates

By CHRIS TOMLINSON
Associated Press

AUSTIN — The United
States is fighting a messy
war alongside an
unreliable ally in Asia,

residents are deeply
divided between
conservatives and
liberals, a new health

care law just took effect
and the nation is
struggling with racial
and ethnic divisions.
What’s happening in
the United States in 2012
could just as easily
describe the nation in the
1960s: President Lyndon

Baines Johnson
escalating the war in
Vietnam, defeating

conservative Republican
nominee Barry
Goldwater, passing
Medicare and pushing
through landmark -civil
rights legislation.

An insider’s look at
how the Texan dealt with
those challenges is on
display at the newly
remodeled LBJ
Presidential Library in
Austin, where the old
1970s-style exhibits now
use 21st century
technology to put visitors
in Johnson’s shoes.

Mark Updegrove, the
library’s director, said
the reopening comes as
historians take a fresh
look at Johnson’s efforts
to fight poverty and
improve the health of the
nation by creating a
Great Society.

“The election of 2012
was a referendum on the

said. “If you look at what
is happening in America
today, the Great Society
is so evident, in the
Supreme Court taking a
look at voting rights or
racial quotas, and the
Congress debating cuts to
Medicare or PBS.”

The new permanent
exhibit takes advantage
of the presidential
archives, which includes
643 hours of recorded
phone conversations
between LBJ and dozens
of people.

At one station, a
display resembling an old
telephone booth plays key
conversations about civil
rights with Martin
Luther King Jr., FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover
and others. After a
yearlong renovation, the
library reopens Saturday
in honor of first lady
Lady Bird Johnson’s
100th birthday.

Great Society programs

President Johnson,” he

Vietnam
room”

into place Dby

The library also has a

“situation

where an

AVAILABLE FOR

ADOPTION

AT THE BIG SPRING ANIMAL SHELTER

Jackson

Domestic
Medium Hair
Small, Young

Male
Black and White

This sweet boy is
about 8 months
old. He is very

curious and

playful. He has a
beautiful tuxedo

coat

Available for adoption until

January 18, 2013

432-264-2372.
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LBJLi

he used his years of
experience in Congress to
push through some of the
most iconic laws in the
nation’s history,
including Medicare.
“Every social issue
we're dealing with now,
Johnson tried to tackle
it,” said historian
Douglas Brinkley of Rice
University in Houston.
He added that “the season
is right for a revisionist
look” at Johnson, with a
focus on his domestic

achievements.
Updegrove, who this
year authored

“Indomitable Will: LBJ in
the Presidency,” said that
when LBJ took over after
President John F.
Kennedy’s assassination,
the U.S. poverty rate was
at about 20 percent. It
plunged to 12 percent, by
the time he left office.
Poverty in the United
States hit an all-time low

America. More than 45
years later, the program
is one of the most popular
in the nation.

That year Congress also
passed Medicaid, the joint
state-federal health care
program for the poor.
President Barack Obama
tried to expand Medicaid
coverage through his
health care overhaul, but
a dozen Republican
governors around the
country have refused.

LBJ also passed major
civil rights legislation
that guaranteed people of
all races the right to vote,
access to public services
and to equal opportunity.
Yet LBJ’s decision to
expand the war in

Vietnam remains his
foremost legacy,
something Updegrove

believes is changing.
“We haven’t properly

honored Johnson’s
herculean domestic
achievements,” said
Brinkley, the historian

from Rice University. “It
got overshadowed by the
Vietnam War. Half a
century later we can see
that a 1lot of what
Johnson did has stuck.”

For now, though,
Democrats rarely invoke
LBJ’s name, and
Republicans use the
phrase “Great Society” to
ridicule social justice
proposals. But Updegrove
said politicians of all
stripes could learn a lot
from how Johnson forged
consensus.

“The conversations are
a primer in how to get

of 11 percent just after
LBJ left office, then went

things done in
Washington,” he said. “If

s up to 15 percent under :
interactive display consequences, with short President Ronald Reagan, Z(());llveréfttieorﬁs t;ou thg;rel
provides formerly secret videos of presidential where it remains today. hear how remarkably
documents and historians explaining the Medicare was the offective LBJ was at
recordings of significance of the Affordable Care Act of its getting things done and
conversations with decision. time, providing federally they serve as an example
advisers such as LBJ’s biggest administered health care of Washington can do.”
Secretary of Defense accomplishments, to all people 65-years-old '
Robert McNamara. though, are the Great or older. —

The display lets the Society programs that Reagan, a young ; ;
visitor decide what they extended life conservative at the time, anjfg cgz;ergglfr;sls ll)u;lzltsg
would do and then shows expectancies, reduced called Medicare & contributed to this report
whether LBJ agreed. The poverty and banned socialized medicine '
computer screen then discrimination. scheme that would bring
displays the An exhibit shows how an end to freedom in

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Mighty Fine Solstice!

“Merry” goes with “Christmas,”
“happy” goes with “New Year” and
“good” goes with “night.” After
extensive surveying, the
astrological
consensus decided
that “mighty fine” is
a near perfect match
for “solstice.” And of
course, by “extensive
surveying” I mean I
asked myself. And
also a cat. So, let us
be the first to wish
you a mighty fine
solstice!

ARIES (March 21-
April 19). Even if
you're basically
happy where you are, you still
think about the benefits of a career
change. What’s the harm in
imagining? You’ll realize what you
love about your current position
and what could be better.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You’ll be keenly aware of how your
attention is like a miracle growth
spray. What you focus on will
thrive and blossom, and what you
ignore will shrivel up and
eventually return to the earth.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’ll
strive to create harmonious
relationships, but if it doesn’t quite
work out the way you want it to,
don’t worry. When people are
connected by feuding, they are still
connected.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You’ll love the fast-paced, engaging
action of the day if you get right
into the flow. However, if you
stand back and watch, you may get
intimidated. So don’t hesitate.
Jump right in.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Are you
antisocial? Or are you simply not
as user-friendly as people want you
to be? The truth is, you don’t want
“just anyone” for a friend,
especially not the “user” type.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You're
a hard one to read today, and some
will get it wrong. Most
misinterpretations will have to do
with what the other person really
wishes about you.

HoLipDAY
MATHIS

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You
can’t stand trying to converse with
people who simply wait for their
turn to talk. They miss the whole
point of your communication,
which is quite simply a pleasure
for the worthy partner.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). A bit
of silliness is just what the cosmic
doctor is ordering for you now.
Humor and levity will not only be
fun in the moment; they will seal
someone’s love for you long-term.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
Your personal sense of timing
clicks perfectly with your
environment. It takes confidence to
move quickly. For now, it’s better
to do too much too soon than too
little too late.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19).
You’ll pay close attention to your
return on investment, especially on
an energetic level. The thing that
seems like it would be fun to
accomplish may be more effort
than it’s worth.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your cosmic gift of the day is
objectivity, an essential and
strongly beneficial quality for self-
realization. So, if you really did
live in a glass house, what would
people see?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Beware of people who can’t make
the simplest of commitments, like
deciding on a beverage or choosing
a parking place. Surround yourself
with people you can count on.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 21).
It’s your year for emotional fitness,
and positive new associations and
habits will form in the months to
come. You’ll change or hone your
style in January. Friendship will
open a professional door in
February. March is your chance to
get active in a new arena. June
improves your domestic scene with
a big change. Sagittarius and
Taurus people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 8, 25, 49, 6 and
28.

WEEKEND LOVE FORECAST:
ARIES: You’ll be torn between
wanting to be with others and
wanting time to yourself. TAURUS:
A strange twist of fate puts you in

the path of love. GEMINI: Stop
needing and wanting another
person, and focus more on having
a good time in the moment.
CANCER: Encourage another
person to take ownership of the
scene you share together. LEO:
What seems to be a strictly
platonic relationship is, upon
closer observation, charged with a
deeper layer of exciting chemistry.
VIRGO: You’ll have revealing
conversations that feature your
wicked wit. LIBRA: Letting the
other person take the driver’s seat
of a relationship will be fun for
you. SCORPIO: You’ll make an
effort to be around warm,
enthusiastic people, and you could
fall in love with someone’s killer
smile. SAGITTARIUS: Catching up
with an old friend will lead to new
love or a renewal of love.
CAPRICORN: Simple logistics like
standing versus sitting will impact
arelationship. AQUARIUS: Those
who truly accept themselves won’t
bother trying to impress you.
PISCES: Passivity is a barrier
between people. But you're so
welcoming that others feel inclined
to interact with and around you,
eroding the barrier and dwindling
it down to nothing.

COUPLE OF THE WEEKEND:
The Capricorn sun and the Aries
moon inspire a mutual attraction
between these two signs. Capricorn
is a powerful leader, and Aries,
though headstrong, will follow the
directives of a respected figure
who knows the ropes. So if
Capricorn comes up with a
wonderful plan, Aries will climb
aboard adding a zesty enthusiasm
to the scene. Sunday will highlight
tenderness and emotional
nurturing.

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
wwuw.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To find out
more about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at
Www.creators.com.
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A DATE?
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This Date
In History

Today is Friday, Dec. 21, the
356th day of 2012. There are 10
days left in the year. Winter
arrives at 6:12 a.m. Eastern
time.

Today's  Highlight in
History:
On Dec. 21, 1937, Walt

Disney's first feature-length
animated cartoon, "Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs," had its
world premiere in Los
Angeles.

On this date:

In 1620, Pilgrims aboard the
Mayflower went ashore for the
first time at present-day
Plymouth, Mass.

In 1861, President Abraham
Lincoln signed a congressional
act authorizing the Navy Medal
of Honor.

In 1879, the Henrik Ibsen
play "A Doll's House" premiered
at the Royal Theater in
Copenhagen.

In 1910, 344 coal miners were
killed in Britain's Pretoria Pit
Disaster.

In 1942, the U.S. Supreme

_ DEPARTMENT E-6 by S.N.
NEWSday Crossword Edited by Stanley Nezvman

Court, in Williams v. North
Carolina, ruled 6-2 that all
states had to recognize divorces
granted in Nevada.

In 1945, Gen. George S. Patton
died in Heidelberg, Germany,
of injuries from a car accident.

In 1948, the state of Eire, or
Ireland, passed an act declar-
ing itself a republic.

In 1958, Charles de Gaulle
was elected to a seven-year
term as the first president of
the Fifth Republic of France.

In 1971, the U.N. Security
Council chose Kurt Waldheim
tosucceed U Thant as Secretary-
General.

In 1976, the Liberian-
registered tanker Argo
Merchant broke apart near
Nantucket Island, off
Massachusetts, almost a week
after running aground, spilling
7.5 million gallons of oil into
the North Atlantic.

In 1988, 270 people were killed
when a terrorist bomb exploded
aboard a Pam Am Boeing 747
over Lockerbie, Scotland.

In 1991, eleven of the 12 for-
mer Soviet republics pro-
claimed the birth of the
Commonwealth of Independent
States and the death of the
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

Today's Birthdays: Country
singer Freddie Hart is 86. Actor
Ed Nelson is 84. Talk show host
Phil Donahue is 77. Movie
director John Avildsen is 77.
Actress Jane Fonda is 75. Actor
Larry Bryggman is 74. Singer
Carla Thomas is 70. Musician
Albert Lee is 69. Conductor
Michael Tilson Thomas is 68.
Actor Josh Mostel is 66. Actor
Samuel L. Jackson is 64. Movie
producer Jeffrey Katzenberg is
62. Singer Betty Wright is 59.
International Tennis Hall-of-
Famer Chris Evert is 58.
Country singer Lee Roy Parnell
is 56. Entertainer Jim Rose is
56. Actor-comedian Ray
Romano is 55. Country singer
Christy Forester (The Forester
Sisters) is 50.

© 2012 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS DOWN 21 From the halls 46 Roman orator
1 Source of some 1 YMCA course of Montezuma 47 Rebelled
seeds 2 Add up to 22 Unceremonious 49 Short putt
8 Instinctual urge 3 Volleyball ouster 50 Supermarket ID

15 Archbishop, e.g. official 25 Placate 51 Mockery

16 Rolex 4 “Pale” drinks 26 Regal,ina 54 EPCOT shuttle
competitor 5 It means way 55 Cartographic

17 Job applicant’'s “merchandise” 27 A thing’s spot
submission 6 Top squads 29 Reputation, for 56 Ben’s girlfriend

19 Endangered 7 Nosy one short in Meet the
reptile 8 Bakery 30 Part of HMS Parents

20 Crying sound worker 31 Unassuming 57 Gem from

23 Gym surface 9 Brewer's 32 Have or hold Australia

24 Person from ingredient 35 Pivotal point 58 Piece of work
Basra 10 Early match 36 Female 59 Fed.

28 People from 11 Unmitigated lobster conservation
Brno 12 Humanities 37 Bow shapes org.

31 May honoree course, for 39 Univ. figure 60 Timetable stat.

33 Defer, with “off” short 40 Homeland 61 Prefix for

34 Fixed look 13 Visit Security agey. friendly

35 Meditate (on) 14 Have a lapse 41 The Bachelor 62 Dust remover

37 Takes after 18 Abridged airer 63 Nine-symbol

38 Juniper, forone 20 London lavs 44 Casual top message

41 Passed with
flying colors 1 2 [3 |4 |8 [6 |7 8 ]9 [10 [11 [12 [13 |14

42 Rock music 15 16
genre

43 Hardly enough 17 18

45 Scroogean 15
outburst

46 Jazz 20 [21 |22 23 24 25 (26 |27
instrument

47 Grapp|e’ in the 28 29 |30 31 |32 33
backwoods

48 Large bill 3 35 |3 3

50 Sci-fi staple 38 39 40

52 Rope loop

53 Minestrone 4t 42 43 44
alternative 7,13 46 a7

58 Quaint cry of
surprise 48 49 50 [51 52

64 Of vision

65 Island near 33 34 135 36 157
Venezuela 58 |59 |60 61 (62 |63

66 Ignominy, so to

67 therary_ 56 57
postscripts

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2012 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM
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PHELPS

Continued from Page 10

Phelps quipped over the
phone.

Certainly, he has
no complaints about
his swimming career,
which helped turn a
sport that most Ameri-
cans only paid attention
to every four years into
more of a mainstream
pursuit.

More kids took up
swimming. More adver-
tisers jumped on board.
More viewers tuned in
to watch.

While swimming is

unlikely to ever match
the appeal of football or
baseball, it has carved
out a nice little niche for
itself amid all the other
athletic options in the
United States — largely
due to Phelps’ amazing
accomplishments and
aw-shucks appeal.

Just the fact that he
won over James shows
just how much pull
Phelps still has. James
had an amazing year
by any measure: The
league MVP won his
first NBA title with the
Miami Heat, picking
up finals MVP honors
along the way, and then

starred on the gold med-
al-winning U.S. basket-
ball team in London.

Phelps already had
won the AP award in
2008 after his eight gold
medalsinBeijing, which
broke Mark Spitz’s re-
cord. Phelps got it again
with a performance that
didn’t quite match up to
the Great Haul of China,
but was amazing in its
own right.

After the embarrass-
ment of being photo-
graphed taking a hit
from a marijuana pipe
and questioning wheth-
er he still had the desire
togoon, Phelpsreturned

with a vengeance as
the London Games ap-
proached. Never mind
that he was already the
winningest Olympian
ever. Never mind that
he could’ve eclipsed the
record for overall med-
als just by swimming on
the relays.

He wanted to be one of
those rare athletes who
went out on top.

“That’s just who he
is,” said Bob Bowman,
his longtime coach.
“He just couldn’t live
with himself if knew he
didn’t go out there and
give it good shot and re-
ally know he’s competi-

tive. He doesn’t know
anything else but to
give that kind of effort
and have those kind of
expectations.”

Phelps got off to a
rocky start in London,
finishing fourth in the
400-meter individual
medley, blown out of
the water by his friend
and rival, Ryan Lochte.
It was only the second
time that Phelps had not
at least finished in the
top three of an Olympic
race, the first coming
way back in 2000 when
he was fifth in his only
event of the Sydney
Games as a 15-year-old.

His 18 golds are twice
as many as anyone else
in Olympic history. His
22 medals are four clear
of Larisa Latynina, a
Soviet-era gymnast, and
seven more than the
next athlete on the list.
Heck, if Phelps was a na-
tion, he’d be 58th in the
medal standings, just
one behind India (popu-
lation: 1.2 billion).

“When I'm flying all
over the place, I write
a lot in my journal,”
Phelps said. “I kind of
relive all the memories,
all the moments I had
throughout my career.
That’s pretty special.”
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COWBOYS

Continued from Page 10

backward or it can motivate you
to move forward and kind of
honor the memory of the person
that you lost.”

The Saints (6-8) probably didn’t
figure to have even slight playoff
hopes when an 0-4 start followed
a tumultuous offseason that in-
cluded a yearlong suspension for
linebacker Jonathan Vilma and
shorter bans for other current
and former players. Vilma ap-
pealed and remained eligible to
play, although he missed the first
five games with a knee injury.

Vilma returned during a
stretch of five wins in six games
that got New Orleans to .500, but
another three-game skid left the

Saints with remote playoff hopes.
New Orleans bounced back again
last weekend, though, getting the
team’s first shutout in 17 years
out of the NFL’s worst defense in
a 41-0 win over Tampa Bay.

“I’'m never going to make ex-
cuses,” Brees said. “We took the
hand that we were dealt and we
tried to make the most of it. I
think we learned a lot along the
way, we learned a lot about our-
selves. Unfortunately, we didn’t
meet our level of expectations on
a few occasions.”

Both teams lean on their quar-
terbacks — and have rough losses
to show for it. Brees had five in-
terceptions without a touchdown
in a 23-13 loss to Atlanta three
weeks ago that made the playoff
path much tougher. Tony Romo’s
problem was early in the season,

when he had five interceptions
against Chicago and four more
against the New York Giants dur-
ing Dallas’ 3-5 start.

Here’s what happens when
their stars don’t make mistakes,
though. Brees threw for four
touchdowns without an intercep-
tion in last week’s blowout, and
Romo has 12 touchdowns and
three picks during the Cowboys’
current 5-1 stretch. Dez Bryant
has been a big part of Romo’s re-
centroll, catching touchdowns in
a career-best six straight games
in his first 1,000-yard season.

“You keep plugging and stay
aggressive and you know that
things are going to turn for the
positive,” said Brees, whose 18
interceptions are four off his ca-
reer high. “Hopefully they’ll con-
tinue to turn for the positive.”

Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control

Problem with Medication
(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &

Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

220755
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Continued from Page 10

double-digit lead, 22-11,
when James made a
3-pointer with 4% min-
utes left in the first quar-
ter.

“We don’t want to give
a team too much confi-
dence at home. We un-
derstand this team was
short-handed,” Wade
said. “We wanted to
come out here on the
road and make a state-
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ment.”

Chris Bosh added
17 points as the Heat
played only their second
road game since Nov.
17. They return home to
play Utah on Saturday
before an NBA Finals
rematch against OKkla-
homa City on Christmas
Day.

Rookie Jae Crowder
had 15 points to lead six
Dallas players in double
figures. Dahntay Jones
and Bernard James had
12 points each.

LeBron James’ first
3 came in between two
impressive passes from
Wade, who didn’t yet
have James or Dallas
native Bosh as team-
mates when the Heat
clinched their first NBA
title in the same build-
ing in June 2006.

Dallas is much

changed team since win-
ning the 2011 NBA title
over the Heat, in the
star trio’s first season
together. Miami is now
defending a champion-
ship this season.

“Much better team
than we were. We know
each other,” James said.
“We can close our eyes
and where we’re going
to be offensively and de-
fensively.”

Mavericks coach Rick
Carlisle wholeheartedly
agrees with that assess-
ment, and is dealing
with the opposite side of
that since Nowitzki and
Shawn Marion are the
only current Dallas play-
ers who actually played
in the NBA Finals only
two seasons ago.

“They’re so much bet-
ter now since they’ve
beentogetherandthere’s
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432-114-4500

a lot to be said about be-
ing together,” Carlisle
said. “Right now one of
our struggles, we have
a group that hasn’t been
together too much. ...
And it’s been challeng-
ing.”

Bosh rebounded a
missed 3-pointer by the
Mavericks and got the
ball to Wade, who had
a perfect alley-oop pass
to James, who caught
the ball in midair near
the rim and slammed
it through with both
hands.

After another missed
3 by Dallas later in the
first quarter, Wade
grabbed the rebound
under the basket and
then threw a football-
like pass the length
of the court to James.
Even with Darren Col-
lison and Vince Carter
fronting him, James
leaped and reached over
to grab the ball, then
finished with a layup to
make it 27-13.

Dallas pulled to 36-33
after Dominique Jones
had consecutive assists
to rookies, a 3-pointer
by Crowder and a re-
verse layup by Bernard
James.

But Miami then re-
sponded with a 16-4 run.

Miami stretched the
lead to 91-55, its larg-
est of the season, when
Shane Battier made a
3-pointer with 1:21 left
in the third quarter.

Nowtizki practiced for
the first time Wednes-
day, and had an individ-
ual workout Thursday.
It’s still unclear when he
will make his season de-
but, but got a huge cheer
when he was shown on
the video screen during
a timeout.

Collison, who lost the
job as the starting point
guard when the Maver-
icks signed Fisher on
Nov. 29, was back in the
starting lineup and had
11 points.

Fisher was hurt in the
first quarter of a win
over Philadelphia on
Tuesday night. He will
skip a two-game trip for
games at Memphis on
Friday night and San
Antonio on Sunday. The
team said there is no
timetable for the 38-year-
old Fisher’s return and
that he would be re-eval-
uated next week.
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