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Symphony to go a-caroling
by bILL mcCLELLAN
Managing Editor

Deck the Halls — the Big 
Spring Symphony and friends 
will be bringing holiday cheer 
to the Crossroads area Satur-
day night.

Joined by the Coahoma 
Choir Kids and soloists Joyce 
Bradley and Lawrence Thi-

beault, the 8 p.m. performance 
will feature such favorites as 
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-
men,” “Deck the Halls,” 
“Sleigh Ride,” music from 
“Polar Express” and more. 
Malinda Flenniken will nar-
rate ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.’

“We think we have planned 

what may be a wonderful high-
light of the holiday season for 
many of our listeners,” said 

Dr. Keith Graumann, sym-
phony conductor. “It will be 
a kind of Christmas musical 

variety show that has drawn 
standing room only crowds 
in past years.”

Celebrated soprano Bradley 
will sing her traditional offer-
ing of “O, Holy Night” while 
longtime Symphony Chorus 
member Thibeault will make 

See CAROLS, Page 3

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

COAHOMA — After a decades-long 
absence, volleyball may be returning 
to Coahoma High School in the near fu-
ture.

Coahoma Independent School District 
trustees will consider adding a volleyball 
program for the 2013-2014 school year 
when they hold their monthly meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the administra-
tion building board room.

Of the 218 Class 2A high schools in 
Texas which play football, 209 also field 
a volleyball team, so CHS has definitely 
been in the minority in that regard in re-
cent years.

“In fact, in our district, Coahoma and 

one other school are the only ones which 
don’t have a volleyball team,” CISD Su-
perintendent Amy Jacobs said.

School officials have studied the mat-
ter for months and Jacobs said results 
showed a genuine interest in returning 
the sport to CHS.

Start-up costs for adding the program 
will be $22,000, she added.

“We would be able to add it at very 
little cost because of our current staff-
ing situation,” Jacobs said. “We’ll add 
a coaching stipend to our current staff, 
instead of adding another position.”

Jacobs said she expects the measure to 
meet with board approval.

“We’re just excited to possibly give the 
students something else they can par-

ticipate in,” she said. “We have active, 
excited athletes here and they’re look-
ing forward to this oppor-
tunity.”

In other business 
Thursday, trustees will 
consider:

• A resolution retain-
ing the district’s right to 
eminent domain.

• Personnel matters.
• Reports on enroll-

ment, expenditures and 
tax collections.

Contact Steve Reagan 
at 263-7331 or reporter@
bigspringherald.com

by STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Santa Claus doesn’t care 
how much money your par-
ents have for gifts.

That’s the philosophy be-
hind Hometown Christmas, a 
group of local residents who 
have been collecting gifts and 
food items all year to give 
to low-income children and 
their families on Christmas.

Group member Jeanie 
Knocke said Hometown 
Christmas was formed about 
three years ago and helped 
around 200 area families in 
2011.

“Well Fargo (Bank) started 
it,” Knocke said. “We work on 
it all year. We start collecting 
gifts in January and we keep 
them in the (bank) storeroom 
until now.”

The group obtains names of 
needy families through Big 
Spring Independent School 
District and other sources, 
determines what the children 
want for Christmas, then gets 
busy filling that wish list, 
Knocke said.

It’s not just children who 

benefit from the group’s ef-
forts. Along with toys and 
clothes for the little ones, 
Hometown Christmas will 
also deliver turkeys and hams 
to their families, along with 
toiletry, household and cloth-
ing items for needy adults..

Interested people can donate 
either items or money to the 
drive — a special account has 
been established at Wells Far-
go to accept monetary gifts, 
and items can be dropped off 
at the bank, as well.

Knocke said donations will 
be accepted through Dec. 21.

Community response to 
the program has been heart-
warming, she said.

“We’ve received many, 
many anonymous donations,” 
she said. “People have come 
through with money and toys 
and all kinds of items. We’re 
very grateful for that.”

Wells Fargo accepts Home-
town Christmas donations 
year-round, Knocke said.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 235 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

“It will be a kind of Christmas musical vari-
ety show that has drawn standing room 
only crowds in past years.” 

—Dr. Keith Graumann, conductor

Charitable group 
takes Hometown 
focus for Christmas

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Vonna Wyrick wraps a gift at Wells Fargo bank Tuesday as part of the Hometown Christmas 
drive, which will deliver hundreds of holiday items to needy area residents this year.

Digs, spikes and kills: CISD mulls v-ball
School news



Fannie Hagins
Fannie Hagins, 83, of Big Spring 

died Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, in 
Stanton. The family will re-
ceive friends from 5 p.m. until 6 
p.m.Wednesday at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral service 
will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at My-
ers & Smith Chapel with burial at 
Gail Cemetery.

She was born Nov. 1, 1929, in Sea-
graves to Vera and J.D. Tedford. 
She worked a number of years for 

the Borden County School District. She moved to 
Howard County in 1975 and was food service super-

visor at Mountain View Lodge. She was a member 
of Midway Baptist Church.

She is survived by four sons, Danny Hagins of 
Midland, Freddy Hagins of Weatherford, Less Ha-
gins of Post and Kenneth Hagins of Big Spring; 
one daughter, Pat Hagins of New River, Ariz.; one 
brother,  Dean Tedford of Fort Stockton; 13 grand-
children; and 14 great grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ira Hagins in 1974; one son, 
Jimmy Dean Hagins in 1973; one brother, Arley 
Tedford; and three sisters,  Louise Brandson, Fay 
Osborn and Frances Luper.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myer-
sandsmith.com

Benny Lee Martin
Benny Lee Martin, 70, of Big 

Spring died Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
2012, in a local hospital. Grave-
side funeral services will be held 
at 2 p.m., Friday, Dec. 14, 2012, 
at Rosehill Cemetery in Merkel, 
Texas, with the Rev. Elwin Col-
lom officiating.

The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 13, 2012, at the funeral home.

He was born July 17, 1942, in Ro-
swell, N.M., and married Vera Cook April 2, 1963 in 
Balmorhea, Texas.

Benny farmed in Verhalen, Texas, before moving 
to Howard County in 1976. He farmed and ranched 
in the Elbow Community.

Survivors include his wife, Vera Martin of Big 
Spring; three daughters, Bonnie Billings and hus-
band Duwane of Seagraves, Libby Ezell and hus-

band John Ed of Big Spring and Letty Moore and 
husband David of Keller; two sons, Clay Martin and 
wife Edie of Brock and Clint Martin of Big Spring; 
six sisters, Faye Champagne and husband Beau, 
Linda Miller, Betty  Steele and husband Billy, Joyce 
Burns, Darene Loyd and husband Bob and Mimi 
Mathis and husband Jack; six grandchildren, Kar-
lie Billings, Jacee Billings, Grant Martin, Mallory 
Ezell, Mackenzie Martin and Nolan Ezell.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Curly 
and Etta Pruitt Martin.

Honorary pallbearers will be his sisters, Faye 
Champagne, Linda Miller, Betty Steele, Joyce 
Burns, Darene Loyd and Mimi Mathis.

The family suggests memorials be made to Amer-
ican Diabetes Association, 3001 N. Big Spring St., 
Suite 104, Midland, TX 79705.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Sue Balios
Our beloved mother, Meme, 

sister and, above all a friend, 
Sue Balios, 76, of Big Spring died 
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, at her resi-
dence. The family will receive 
friends from 5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & Smith Fu-
neral Home. Funeral service will 
be at 10 a.m. Friday at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church with burial 
at Trinity Memorial Park.

Sue was born June 19, 1936, in 
Abilene, Texas, to Audre and Delmer McLeod. She 
graduated from Roosevelt High School in Acuff, 
Texas. Sue married James Balios on June 29, 1954, 
in Lubbock. They moved to Big Spring in 1963 from 
Lubbock. James preceded her in death Nov. 12, 
2002. Sue worked for Citizens Federal Credit Union 
for 23 years. She was a member of First United 
Methodist Church.

Sue is survived by two daughters, Mitzi Balios 

(and Rhonda Abbott) of Colleyville and Molly Smith 
(and Maury) of Big Spring; one son, Mark Balios of 
Big Spring; one sister, Jimmie Lou Drake of Big 
Spring; one brother, Judge McLeod (and Linda) of 
Lubbock; four grandchildren, Jeremy Balios of Big 
Spring, Jordan Balios of Big Spring, Meagan Gick-
lhorn (and JRyan) of Lamesa, and Mallory Smith 
of Big Spring; and two great-grandchildren, Jordan 
Ray Balios of Big Spring and Tanner James Ryan 
Gicklhorn of Lamesa.

The family suggests memorials to The American 
Cancer Society, in care of Carolyn Brooks, P.O. Box 
2121, Big Spring, TX  79721, or Relay for Life, attn. 
Sandy Griffin, 1217 E. 17th Street, Big Spring, TX  
79720.

Pallbearers will be Jeremy James Balios, Jordan 
Dean Balios, Cheyenne Arguello, Manny Negron, 
JRyan Gicklhorn and Brandon Faulkner.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com
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Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Sat
12/15

69/42
Mostly
cloudy.
Highs in the
upper 60s
and lows in
the low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Sun
12/16

66/40
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 60s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:40 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Mon
12/17

65/41
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
60s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:41 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Tue
12/18

62/30
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
60s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:41 AM

Sunset:
5:44 PM

Wed
12/19

61/35
Sunny.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:42 AM

Sunset:
5:44 PM

Brownsville
81/68

Houston
72/62

Austin
68/61

Dallas
58/56

El Paso
59/37

Amarillo
63/34

San Antonio
70/62

Big Spring
69/42

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 67 47 cloudy Kingsville 80 66 cloudy
Amarillo 63 34 rain Livingston 67 57 cloudy
Austin 68 61 rain Longview 63 55 cloudy
Beaumont 69 60 cloudy Lubbock 62 35 rain
Brownsville 81 68 pt sunny Lufkin 66 57 cloudy
Brownwood 65 51 cloudy Midland 68 42 cloudy
Corpus Christi 78 66 cloudy Raymondville 82 66 pt sunny
Corsicana 59 56 rain Rosenberg 72 62 cloudy
Dallas 58 56 cloudy San Antonio 70 62 rain
Del Rio 67 52 cloudy San Marcos 69 61 rain
El Paso 59 37 rain Sulphur Springs 61 55 cloudy
Fort Stockton 72 45 windy Sweetwater 67 45 windy
Gainesville 56 49 cloudy Tyler 63 56 cloudy
Greenville 58 52 cloudy Weatherford 57 49 cloudy
Houston 72 62 cloudy Wichita Falls 59 43 cloudy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 61 39 sunny Minneapolis 32 31 pt sunny
Boston 48 30 sunny New York 50 35 sunny
Chicago 47 38 sunny Phoenix 56 45 rain
Dallas 58 56 cloudy San Francisco 56 44 cloudy
Denver 41 27 cloudy Seattle 43 39 rain
Houston 72 62 cloudy St. Louis 55 45 cloudy
Los Angeles 60 46 mst sunny Washington, DC 54 37 sunny
Miami 80 66 rain

Moon Phases

New
Dec 13

First
Dec 20

Full
Dec 28

Last
Jan 5

UV Index
Sat

12/15
2

Low

Sun
12/16

3
Moderate

Mon
12/17

3
Moderate

Tue
12/18

3
Moderate

Wed
12/19

3
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Ruth Oppegard
Ruth Oppegard, 91, of Big Spring died Thursday 

Dec. 13, 2012, at Parkview Nursing and Rehab. 
Graveside services will be at 4 p.m. Friday at Trin-
ity Memorial Park. Arrangements are by Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.  Pay your respects online at 
www.myersandsmith.com

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity (the county jail reported housing 
66 prisoners):

• DAVID HAROLD FIKES, 50, was jailed on a 
charge of theft by check over $20/less than $500.

• DARREN HEFFINGTON, 43, was jailed on mu-
nicipal court warrants for displaying expired regis-
tration sticker, failure to maintain financial respon-
sibility, failure to control speed and nine counts of 
failure to appear.

• BRIAN MICHAEL GARZA, 30, was jailed on mis-
cellaneous Class C warrants from municipal court.

• WELDON MCMILLAN, 29, was jailed on a charge 
of possession of a controlled substance less than 28 
grams.

• ANTHONY ANDREW RIVAS, 17, was jailed on 
a charge of possession of marijuana less than two 
ounces.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Med-
ical Service reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 900 block of E. 
15th. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of 
Birdwell. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of 
N. Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

www.bigspringherald.com

• Don’t forget to visit the Comanche Trail Festival 
of Lights in Big Spring, on display nightly from Sat-
urday through Dec. 31. More displays, more lights, 
and more fun — and admission is free. However, 
donations are gratefully accepted. Questions? Call 
263-4607.

• 118th Judicial District Court jury duty scheduled 
for Monday has been cancelled. Call 264-2225 for 
more information.

• Big Spring State Hospital patients are in need 
of warm clothing. Clean items should be taken to 
the Community Relations Office near the south 
entrance of the hospital, 1901 N. U.S. Highway 87. 
Clothing that cannot be used by the patients will be 
taken to the hospital’s Chalet Resale Shop for sale 
to raise money for patient needs. Men’s clothing 
and larger-sized clothing are always in need. For 
more information, call Melissa Adams, BSSH pro-
gram coordinator, at 432 268-7730.

• Whiting Oil and Gas Big Spring employees are 
organizing a food drive to help families in need 
throughout the community. The drive will be held 
through Dec. 20. Food donations (non-perishable) 
can be dropped off at the Whiting Big Spring Field 
Office, 5306 South Service Road. For more informa-
tion, call the local office at 432-264-0004 and ask for 
Cindy Klaus, Vickie Reynolds or Mark Strickland.

• The Big Spring State Hospital Volunteer Ser-
vices Council needs assistance in The Chalet Re-
sale Shoppe, 115 East Second St. The Chalet Resale 
Shoppe is a fast-paced retail shop specializing in 
gently worn clothing and small household appli-
ance. 

Volunteers are needed to sort, price, check out 
and stock donated items. Volunteer hours are flex-
ible. 

The Chalet is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. 
For more information, contact Jamey Stegall at 
james.stegall@dshs.state.tx.us or 432 268-7535.

• An account for Bill Griffen has been established 
at the Big Spring Education Employees Federal 
Credit Union, 1110 Benton. Griffen, a Big Spring 
resident, recently passed away and the family is in 
need of funds for funeral arrangements.

• An account has been set up at Western Bank for 
Kristen Lasater and family, who lost their home to a 
house fire Monday afternoon. The account number, 
for those wanting to make a donation, is 1004597. 

• An account has been set up at Citizen’s Credit 
Union for Emma Leos, who was recently diagnosed 
with colon cancer.

• Jo Anna Bailey, an aide for many years at Wash-
ington Elementary School, has been diagnosed 
with cancer. A medical donation account has been 
established for her at the Big Spring Education 
Credit Union, located at 1110 Benton. Your generos-
ity will enable her to have much-needed tests and 
treatment.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If you 
would be interested in offering your love and God’s 
comfort to those who are suffering, or to their fami-
lies, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 or 
come by 602 S. Main. 

Volunteers are needed in many categories includ-
ing patient care. You may give as much or as little 
time as you wish. Any amount of time is greatly ap-
preciated. Training is offered free of charge.

• An account has been established at Big Spring 
Community Federal Credit Union in the name of 
Glenda Berger, who was recently diagnosed with 
inoperable lung cancer. 

Donations will be used to help defer medical costs 
and mounting bills. All donations are greatly appre-
ciated. Call Big Spring Community Federal Credit 
Union at 800-299-6761.

• Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The 
cost is $8 per person.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery 
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help 
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at 
263-4016.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St., 
has a brief, inspirational message before giving 
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s 
a great way to work off community service and get 
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for 
one plus a rehab meeting. 
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Fannie Hagins, 83, died 
Tuesday. Funeral service 
will be at 2 p.m. today at 
Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Gail 
Cemetery.

Sue Balios, 76, died 
Tuesday. The family will 
receive friends from 5:30 
p.m. until 7 p.m. today at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Funeral service 
will be at 10 a.m. Friday at 
First United Methodist 
Church with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

Ofelia Galan, 78, died 
Monday. Vigil services will 
be at 7:30 p.m. today at 
Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Funeral Mass will be at 2 
p.m. Friday at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church with buri-
al at Mt. Olive Memorial 
Park.

Martin Diaz, 59, died 
Tuesday, December 4, 
2012. Services are pend-
ing at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. 

Ruth Oppegard, 91, 
died Thursday.  Graveside 
services will be at 4 p.m.  
Friday at Trinity Memorial 
Park.  

CAROLS
Continued from Page 1

his solo debut with the 
orchestra in renditions 
of “Panis Angelicus” 
and “Chestnuts Roasting 
on an Open Fire.”

Well-known and 
highly respected music 
teacher Sandra Wallace 
will lead her Coahoma 
Choir Kids in their fifth 
appearance with the 
symphony. They will 
sing two pieces with the 
orchestra — “Believe,” 
from the “Polar Ex-
press” and the hilarious 
“Zat you, Santa Claus?” 
They will also sing two 
pieces by themselves, 
the gaelic carol “Sing 

with Joy on Christmas 
Day” and “The Twelve 
Days After Christmas,” 
about someone not so 
bemused with her part-
ner.

The audience will also 
sing along with the or-
chestra on pop carols 
in the first portion and 
traditional carols in the 
second section of the 
program. 

“With local superb 
singers and narrator, an 
outstanding children’s 
choir, the opportunity 
to sing carols with your 
own fine professional 
orchestra, and the ru-
mored appearance of 
the guy from up North 
with the white hair and 
beard, I can’t imagine 

what is missing,” said 
Graumann. “I think the 
Big Spring Symphony 
will live up to its motto 
that ‘The Symphony is 
for everyone.’”

Tickets are $18 for 
adults and $13 for senior 
citizens. Graumann said 
the Symphony Board 
of Directors recently 
decided to waive the $8 
ticket fee for students 
through college age for 
this concert.

Tickets are avail-
able at the Heritage 
Museum, Big Spring 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Blum’s Jewelers 
and at the Municipal 
Auditorium box office 
the night of the perfor-
mance. Doors will open 

at 7 p.m.
The Big Spring Sym-

phony Guild will spon-
sor a reception in the 
auditorium lobby fol-
lowing the event.

Bill McClellan can be 
contacted at 432-263-7331 
ext. 230 or by email at ed-
itor@bigspringherald.
com

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Many Crossroads resi-
dents have found  them-
selves in the market for 
a Christmas tree this 
holiday season, a tradi-
tion the local fire depart-
ment embraces. How-
ever, fire officials also 
caution against taking 
any chances in efforts to 
keep the season merry.

“Christmas trees are 
involved in approxi-
mately 400 fires annu-
ally, according to the 
National Fire Protec-
tion Association,” Big 
Spring Fire Department 
Chief Craig Ferguson 
said. “Typically, these 
fires result in more than 
a dozen deaths, dozens of 
injuries and more than 
$10 million in property 
loss and damage. Short-
circuiting tree lights 
are cited as the leading 
cause.

“When setting up a 
tree at home, make sure 
to place it away from 
fireplaces, radiators, 
portable heaters, heater 
vents and TV sets, he 
said. “If the tree seems 
wobbly, center it in the 
stand more securely and 
reposition the bolts or 
screws. If the stand is 
too small, buy a larger, 
stronger stand. The tree 
stand should hold at least 
one gallon of water. Be 
sure to place the tree out 
of the way of traffic, do 
not block doorways and 
use thin guy wires to se-
cure tall trees to walls or 
ceiling; the wires will be 
almost invisible.”

Twinkling lights are 
the hallmark of a beau-
tiful Christmas tree; 
however, Ferguson said 
which lights you choose 
— and how you use them 
— play a very large role 
in how safe your Christ-
mas tree will be this hol-
iday season.

“Indoors or outside, 
use only lights that have 
been tested for safety. 
Identify these by the 
label from an indepen-
dent testing laboratory. 
Also, check each set of 
lights — new or old — 
for broken or cracked 
sockets, frayed or bare 
wires, or loose connec-
tions. Discard damaged 
sets or repair them be-
fore using,” Ferguson 
said. “Use no more than 
three standard-size sets 
of lights per single ex-
tension cord. Also, use 
only one extension cord 
per outlet.

“Be careful where you 
place electrical cords. 
Don’t run electrical 
cords under rugs, as foot 

traffic can weaken the 
insulation and the wires 
can overheat, increasing 
the chances for fire or 
electric shock. Be care-
ful when placing cords 
behind or beneath furni-
ture; pinched cords can 
fray and short. Keep ani-
mals away from cords to 
avoid entanglement and 
chewing.”

Ferguson said it’s also 
important to keep cords 
and lights away from a 
tree’s water supply and 
make sure you turn off 
electrical decorations 
when you go to bed or 
leave the home.

“Lights could short 
and start a fire,” he said. 
“Position bulbs so that 
they aren’t in direct 
contact with needles 
or ornaments. Also, 
keep ‘bubbling’ lights 
away from children. 
These lights, with their 
bright colors and bub-
bling movement, can 
tempt curious children 
to break candle-shaped 
glass — which can cut — 
and to attempt to drink 
liquid, which contains a 
hazardous chemical.”

Other decorations — 
from garland to orna-
ments — should also be 
carefully chosen and 
used, according to Fer-
guson.

“Use only non-combus-
tible or flame-resistant 
materials. Also, choose 
tinsel or artificial icicles 
of plastic or nonleaded 
metals. Leaded materi-
als are hazardous if in-
gested by children,” he 
said. “Follow container 
directions carefully to 
avoid lung irritation 
while decorating with 
artificial snow sprays. 
Use spray snow that is 
labeled nontoxic and 
use a step stool or step-
ladder when decorating 
the higher limbs. What-
ever you use, make sure 
it is steady. Many home 
accidents occur when 
people fall off whatever 
they are standing on.

“Never use lighted 
candles on a tree — even 
an artificial tree — or 
near other evergreens. 
In houses with small 
children, take special 
care to avoid decora-
tions that are sharp 
or breakable and keep 
trimmings with small 
removable parts out of 
reach. Pieces could be 
swallowed or inhaled. 
Also, avoid trimmings 
that resemble candy or 
food.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232.

Take caution
with decorations,
firefighters say

Texas briefs▼

Texan gets 3 years, 
wreck killed her brother 

WICHITA FALLS, Texas (AP) — A North Texas 
driver has been sentenced to three years in prison 
over a 2010 alcohol-related wreck that killed her 
passenger brother.

A jury in Wichita Falls on Wednesday decided 
the penalty for 28-year-old Elizabeth Monnique Du-
erson.

Duerson on Tuesday pleaded guilty to intoxica-
tion manslaughter in the one-vehicle accident that 
killed 20-year-old Benton William Crow. He was 
ejected from the vehicle and died at the scene.

Duerson had faced between two and 20 years in 
prison. She’s appealing her three-year sentence 
and will be allowed to remain free on bond but must 
wear an electronic monitor.

Judge holds hearing on 
TransCanada pipeline halt 

NACOGDOCHES, Texas (AP) — An East Texas 
judge is to hear arguments from the Keystone XL 
oil pipeline developer to lift a temporary halt on 
construction on a private property.

TransCanada will make its plea to Nacogdoches 
County Court-at-Law Judge Jack Sinz at a hearing 
in Nacogdoches on Thursday.

TransCanada is building part of an oil pipeline 
designed to carry tar sands oil from Canada to the 
Gulf Coast. The property rights dispute is the latest 
legal battle to plague a project that has encountered 
numerous obstacles nationwide.

Texas landowner Michael Bishop obtained a tem-
porary restraining order from Sinz last Friday, 
arguing that TransCanada lied to Texans when it 
said it would be using the Keystone XL pipeline to 
transport crude oil.

Texas inmate capital 
murder trial to resume Monday 

BRYAN, Texas (AP) — A Texas appeals court has 
rejected a prosecution challenge to the wording of 
jury instructions in the trial of a second inmate 
charged in the 2007 death of a guard during an es-
cape attempt.

The Eagle newspaper reports closing arguments 
are expected Monday in the Bryan capital murder 
trial of John Falk Jr.

Prosecutors who seek the death penalty had their 
appeal rejected Wednesday by the 10th Court of Ap-
peals.

Officer Susan Canfield died after being thrown 
from a horse hit by a truck stolen at the Wynne 
Unit. Inmate Jerry Martin, who was driving, re-
ceived the death penalty. Falk, who was nearby, 
is charged with being equally liable for Canfield’s 
death.

Martin was serving 50 years for attempted capital 
murder. Falk was serving a life term for murder.

Beaumont man held in 
abduction of girlfriend’s son 

BEAUMONT, Texas (AP) — A Southeast Tex-
as man faces a kidnapping charge after alleging 
snatching his girlfriend’s 2-year-old son and de-
manding a $2,000 ransom.

Beaumont police say the toddler was released un-
harmed and the boyfriend was arrested about two 
hours after the incident began early Thursday.

Officers booked Scott Allen Willis of Beaumont on 
charges of aggravated kidnapping, failure to iden-
tify himself and evading detention. Further details 
weren’t immediately released.

Sgt. Rob Flores Jr. says Willis and his girlfriend 
argued at her apartment and he fled with the child. 
The woman contacted police to say her boyfriend 
had her son and a gun. Police say Willis called her 
demanding $2,000 for the child’s safe return.

Police found Willis and the boy while searching a 
Beaumont apartment complex where the suspect’s 
vehicle was located.

Woman in motorized wheelchair 
dies in Texas wreck 

GALVESTON, Texas (AP) — Authorities say a 
woman using a motorized wheelchair has died af-
ter being struck by a vehicle in a Southeast Texas 
traffic accident.

Galveston police say the woman died following 

the wreck Wednesday afternoon at an intersection. 
Police are investigating whether the victim went 
through a red light before being struck by a car. 
She died later at a Galveston hospital.

The victim’s name wasn’t immediately released.
Police say no charges are immediately planned 

against the driver of the vehicle.

Texas boy with pentagram 
carved back discharged 

RICHLAND HILLS, Texas (AP) — A 6-year-old 
Texas boy whose father has been accused of carv-
ing a pentagram on the child’s back has been re-
leased from a hospital.

Richland Hills police Sgt. Nathan Stringer says 
officers planned to speak with the boy Thursday 
about the attack a day earlier. Police say the child’s 
father called 911 and said he inscribed a pentagram 
on his son because it was “a holy day.”

It is not clear which faith he was referring to. 
Wednesday’s date was 12-12-12, a once-in-a-century 
event.

Brent Troy Bartel was being held in jail on a 
charge of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. 
Police say they plan to seek a mental evaluation.

Stringer says the child was discharged Wednes-
day night from a Fort Worth hospital. Details on 
his treatment weren’t immediately available.

Texas man gets life for killing 
woman, her mother 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A Texas man will serve 
life in prison without parole after his capital mur-
der conviction in the deaths of his daughter’s girl-
friend and the girlfriend’s mother.

The Austin American-Statesman reports  a Tra-
vis County jury deliberated about an hour before 
returning its verdict against Jose Alfonso Aviles. 
Prosecutors say Aviles fatally shot 57-year-old Ma-
ria Hurtado and her 24-year-old daughter Norma 
Hurtado in their Austin home in April 2001.

Police say Aviles was outraged over Norma Hur-
tado’s lesbian relationship with his daughter. A 
police affidavit says Aviles sent threatening text 
messages to Norma Hurtado, threatening to kill 
her and her mother at least once.

The life sentence without parole was automatic 
with the conviction since prosecutors did not seek 
the death penalty.

Questions still unanswered 
in after-wreck shooting 

ALVIN, Texas (AP) — Investigators continue to 
seek answers to many questions about who fatally 
shot a suspected drunk 
driver after he crashed 
his car into two young 
brothers, killing them.

The questioning con-
tinues. Brazoria County 
sheriff’s investigator 
Dominick Sanders said 
detectives had “no for-
mal suspects” in the Fri-
day night fatal shooting 
of 20-year-old Jose Ban-
da. The death has been 
ruled a homicide. Sand-
ers said investigators 
haven’t interviewed 
the boys’ father, who 
was injured, or their 
mother, who was in the 
truck.

The two brothers died 
while helping their fa-
ther push their pickup 
truck down a dark, nar-
row road 50 yards from 
their rural Houston-ar-
ea home last week.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

May we remain diligent about reading
Your word, Lord, for our life. 
     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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It is really getting old to 
hear liberal politicians and 
pundits complaining about 
conservative media as being 

destructive, as if the country 
would be better off returning to 
the halcyon days 
of the monolithic 
liberal media.

That seems to be 
the view of Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr., 
who complained 
about “the right-
wing control of 
the American 
media, particu-
larly starting with 
Fox News.” Dur-
ing a discussion 
on HuffPost Live, 
Kennedy said, “Ninety-five per-
cent of talk radio in our country 
is right-wing ... so a whole sec-
tion of our country that’s what 
they’re hearing.”

“Twenty-two percent of Ameri-
cans,” continued Kennedy, 
“say their primary news source 
is Fox News. It’s divided our 
country in a way that we haven’t 
been divided probably since the 
Civil War, and it’s empowered 
these large corporations to get 
certain kinds of politicians and 
ideologues who are in the United 
States Congress elected — the 
tea party ideologues who control 
the Republican Party.”

Admittedly, many conserva-
tives complain about the liberal 
media, but that’s because they 
hold themselves out as unbiased 
journalists when their reporting 
is flagrantly slanted in favor of 
Democrats.

Their bias is obvious in their 
selection of news stories, in their 
presentation of those stories, 
and in the contrasting treatment 
they accord politicians and poli-
cies of the respective political 
parties.

Conservative radio talkers 
generally don’t hold themselves 
out as unbiased journalists but 
as commentators, and they have 
every right to voice their opin-
ions.

Fox News portrays itself as 
“fair and balanced,” and while 
many of its hosts are conserva-
tive, a fair number are liberal, 
and even on their commentary 
shows, they almost always have 
liberal representatives pres-

ent the left’s position on issues 
they’re debating. Often, this is 
not the case with liberal net-
works.

But Kennedy’s worst error 
isn’t in painting conservative 
talk radio and Fox News as 
unfairly biased while ignoring 
their far guiltier counterparts on 
the left. It’s in scapegoating con-
servative media for the divisive-
ness in this nation.

The nation is divided because 
half the country subscribes to 
one worldview and the other half 
to an opposite one. Perhaps it 
seems more divided than it used 
to because the liberal media no 
longer have a monopoly and the 
emergence of a robust alterna-
tive media has given conserva-
tives a consistent public voice. 
It’s understandable that after 
enjoying decades of free rein, 
liberals are frustrated at hav-
ing their views challenged daily 
on the public airways, but it’s 
healthy for the republic that left-
ist politicians are now scruti-
nized, as well.

Astonishingly, however, Ken-
nedy probably believes what he’s 
saying.

Like many myopic liberals, 
he is blind to liberal media bias 
and intolerant of the opposing 
viewpoint. As a result of their 
arrogance and the cloistered 
echo-chambered environments 
they inhabit, most liberals don’t 
believe liberal journalists slant 
their reporting, but present the 
only reasonable take on the is-
sues.

To them, it is not biased to 
denigrate the conservative view-
point, because to them that view-
point is aberrational. To them, 
for example, there aren’t two 
sides to manmade global warm-
ing; there is just the fact-based 
community and the deniers. To 
them, science-based intelligent 
design is, oddly, anti-science, 
whereas macroevolution, which 
can’t begin to explain the for-
mation of matter from nothing, 
much less life from non-life, 
is an incontrovertible fact. To 
them, a $161 billion deficit under 
George W. Bush is catastrophic, 
but a $1.3 trillion Obama deficit 
under Obama represents modest 
fiscal progress. To them, there 
are not two credible positions on 
certain macroeconomics ques-

tions. There is the Keynesian 
“truth” that government spend-
ing is required to stimulate 
economic growth versus the 
illiterate heresy that free enter-
prise causes growth and leads 
to greater prosperity for more 
people than any other system.

Indeed, many liberals are so 
certain that only their views 
are legitimate and that contrary 
ones are dangerous (they often 
lead to violence) that they flirt 
with the notion that vocal op-
position ought to be muzzled — 
as witnessed by campus speech 
codes, their crusades against 
so-called hate speech and the 
Fairness Doctrine.

America’s problem is not 
divided opinion and rigorous de-
bate, which have always existed 
and are integral to our system. 
(If it is divisiveness to which 
liberals object, they need look no 
further than President Obama, 
who is constantly pitting Ameri-
cans against each other on the 
basis of race, income and gen-
der.)

The problem is journalists who 
once acted as watchdogs against 
abuses of power and who now 
function as co-conspirators in 
those abuses by liberal politi-
cians. If they choose to abandon 
any pretense toward objective 
journalism, that is their pre-
rogative, but it is ours to shine 
a spotlight on their fraudulent 
abdication.

At least conservatives, both in 
the media and in public service, 
are more honest with them-
selves and others about their 
own beliefs and biases, and thus 
represent much less danger to 
the republic than liberal politi-
cians and media masquerading 
as neutral, unbiased, objective 
or bipartisan. Even so, conser-
vatives would never advocate 
chilling or suppressing liberal 
speech in any way.

What we need are not fewer 
conservative media outlets, 
but more. And we need liberal 
journalists and politicians to be 
more forthcoming about their 
biases.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. Follow him 
on Twitter @davidlimbaugh and 
his website at www.davidlim-
baugh.com. 

Give wisely this holiday season

Conservative media not the problem

Glenn Stifflemire
Publisher

During this season of 
joy and thanksgiving, 
Texans across the 
state will generously 

donate their time and money 
to support a wide 
array of charitable 
endeavors. From 
offering change to 
Salvation Army 
volunteers to col-
lecting gifts for 
needy families, 
well-meaning 
Texans will have 
ample opportuni-
ties to support 
those who are less 
fortunate. Amidst 
the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season, it is 
easy to forget that unscrupulous 
scam artists are eager to take 
advantage of Texans’ generosity.

Fortunately, just a little re-
search can help you ensure 
your donations actually help the 
neediest among us. To avoid fall-
ing victim to a holiday scammer, 
always remember to ask ques-
tions and check the facts. 

Who wants your money? 
Texans who are approached 
by a person seeking a donation 
should ask for an official identi-
fication or other documentation 
proving the individual is associ-
ated with a charitable organiza-
tion. Even if a solicitor men-
tions a well-known charity, it is 
important to ask for the organi-
zation’s address and telephone 
number. Be cautious of copycat 
organizations using a name 
similar to a well-known charity. 
In the Internet age, scam artists 
may resort to spam e-mail solici-
tations that appear to support a 
legitimate charity’s website but 
actually direct donors to fraudu-
lent websites that subject donors 

to the threat of identity theft.
Potential donors who have nev-

er heard of the purported char-
ity mentioned by the solicitor 
should seek additional informa-
tion or even conduct their own 
research. Legitimate charities 
will not object if a donor asks for 
additional time to research the 
organization and its charitable 
work. 

How will your donation be 
used? Don’t be fooled by a com-
pelling story or a heartbreaking 
photo in an email solicitation. 
Before making a donation, re-
search the organization’s goals 
and question its programs. It is 
often helpful to obtain written 
documentation detailing how 
much the organization spends 
on administrative and fundrais-
ing costs versus how much it 
spends directly on charitable 
projects or the intended recipi-
ents of donations. Comparing 
the administrative costs, fees 
and expenses for several chari-
ties may help you decide which 
organizations to support.

 Before making a donation, 
remember to confirm the tax-ex-
empt status of an organization to 
verify whether or not the dona-
tion will be tax deductible.

Never be pressured to donate 
right away. A legitimate solici-
tor will be patient and give you 
time to research the organiza-
tion. If solicited by phone, do not 
give out personal financial infor-
mation – including your credit 
card or bank account numbers. 

 When researching an orga-
nization, a good resource to 
consider is www.give.org. This 
website is maintained by the 
Council of Better Business Bu-
reaus to promote wise charitable 
giving. If you believe you were 
defrauded by a fraudulent char-

ity or nonprofit organization, 
you may file a complaint with 
the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Charitable Trusts Section 
online at www.oag.state.tx.us/
consumer/charitycomplaint.pdf 
or call (800) 252-8011.

 Make your gift count. Take 
your time, check the facts, and 
give wisely this holiday season.

POINTS TO REMEMBER
• Ask for written information 

on the charity or nonprofit orga-
nization. Find out who is getting 
your contribution and how the 
money will be used.

• Don’t fall for high-pressure 
solicitations. Take your time. 
Write a check, ask for a receipt, 
or offer to mail in your dona-
tion. Do not give out personal 
financial information over the 
telephone.

Read the Office of the Attorney 
General’s brochure, “Giving to 
Charities,” or file a complaint 
about an organization in the 
Charities & Nonprofits Section 
of our website at www.texasat-
torneygeneral.gov.

Find out if a law enforcement, 
public safety, or veterans organi-
zation is registered in the State 
of Texas:

Corporations Section, Secre-
tary of State

P. O. Box 13697
Austin, TX 78711-3697
(512) 463-5555
www.sos.state.tx.us  
 
Get assistance on making 

informed decisions about chari-
table giving:

The Better Business Bureau 
www.give.org

Greg Abbott is the Texas Attor-
ney General. He can be contacted 
at www.texasattorneygeneral.
gov.
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World, Nation
South Korea: North Korea’s 
satellite orbiting normally after 
launch that drew condemnation

PYONGYANG, North Korea (AP) — A satellite 
North Korea launched aboard a long-range rocket 
is orbiting normally, South Korean officials said 
Thursday, following a defiant liftoff that drew a 
wave of international condemnation.

Washington and its allies are pushing for punish-
ment over the launch they say is nothing but a test 
of banned ballistic missile technology.

The launch of a three-stage rocket — similar in 
design to a model capable of carrying a nuclear-
tipped warhead as far as California — raises the 
stakes in the international standoff over North 
Korea’s expanding atomic arsenal. As Pyongyang 
refines its technology, its next step may be conduct-
ing its third nuclear test, experts warn.

The U.N. Security Council, which has punished 
North Korea repeatedly for developing its nuclear 
program, condemned Wednesday’s launch and said 
it will urgently consider “an appropriate response.” 
The White House called the launch a “highly pro-
vocative act that threatens regional security,” and 
even the North’s most important ally, China, ex-
pressed regret.

In Pyongyang, however, pride over the scientific 
advancement outweighed the fear of greater inter-
national isolation and punishment. North Koreans 
clinked beer mugs and danced in the streets to cel-
ebrate.

‘Fiscal cliff’ vexing official 
Washington as both sides show 
little inclination to compromise

WASHINGTON (AP) — Five weeks after Presi-
dent Barack Obama won re-election and gained 
more leverage to make GOP conservatives bend on 
taxes, the new balance of power is proving vexing 
for both sides.

Republicans still aren’t budging on Obama’s de-
mands for higher tax rates on upper bracket earn-
ers, despite the president’s convincing election 
victory and opinion polls showing support for the 
idea.

Democrats in turn are now resisting steps, such 
as raising the eligibility age for Medicare, that they 
were willing to consider just a year and a half ago, 
when Obama’s chief Republican adversary, House 
Speaker John Boehner, was in a better tactical po-
sition.

With less than three weeks before the govern-
ment could careen off a “fiscal cliff” of automatic 
tax hikes and sweeping spending cuts, Boehner, 
R-Ohio, said “serious differences” remain between 
him and Obama after an exchange of offers and a 
pair of conversations this week.

Neither side has given much ground, and Boeh-
ner’s exchange of proposals with Obama seemed 
to generate hard feelings more than progress. The 
White House has slightly reduced its demands on 
taxes — from $1.6 trillion over a decade to $1.4 tril-
lion — but isn’t yielding on demands that rates rise 
for wealthier earners.

Friends of man accused in 
Ore. mall shooting express shock, 
disbelief over rampage

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — To police and witness-
es, Jacob Tyler Roberts was a gunman on a mis-
sion, shooting numerous rounds from a semiauto-
matic rifle as he stalked through a Portland mall, 
ultimately killing two people and seriously injur-
ing another. To Roberts’ shocked friends and fami-
ly, he was just Jake, a happy, easygoing 22-year-old 
who liked video games and talked about moving to 
Hawaii.

“Jake was never the violent type,” Roberts’ ex-
girlfriend, Hannah Patricia Sansburn, told ABC 
News. “His main goal was to make you laugh, 
smile, make you feel comfortable. You can’t recon-
cile the differences.

“I hate him for what he did, but I can’t hate the 
person I knew because it was nothing like the per-
son who would go into a mall and go on a rampage,” 
she said.

The Clackamas County sheriff’s office said Rob-
erts had several fully loaded magazines when he ar-
rived at the mall Tuesday. Roberts parked his 1996 
green Volkswagen Jetta in front of the second-floor 
entrance to Macy’s and walked through the store 
into the mall and began firing randomly in the food 
court.

He fatally shot Steven Mathew Forsyth, 45, and 

Cindy Ann Yuille, 54, the sheriff said. Kristina 
Shevchenko, 15, was wounded and in serious con-
dition Wednesday.

Syrian state news agency says 16 
killed in bombing near Damascus, 
including women and children

BEIRUT (AP) — Syria’s state news agency says a 
bomb blast near the capital, Damascus, has killed 
16 people. It says at least half of those killed are 
women and children.

The SANA news agency says a car packed with 
explosives blew up on Thursday near a school in a 
residential part of the southwestern suburb of Qa-
tana.

The report quotes medics from a nearby hospital 
as saying 16 people were killed, including seven 
children and “a number” of women. It says nearly 
two dozen people were wounded.

Anti-regime activists say more than 40,000 peo-
ple have been killed since the start of the uprising 
against President Bashar Assad’s regime in March 
2011.

Millions sought from pharmacy 
linked to meningitis outbreak, but 
compensation could take years

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Dennis O’Brien rubs 
his head as he details ailments triggered by the 
fungal meningitis he developed after a series of ste-
roid shots in his neck: nausea, vomiting, dizziness, 
drowsiness, blurred vision, exhaustion and trouble 
with his speech and attention.

He estimates the disease has cost him and his 
wife thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket expenses 
and her lost wages, including time spent on 6-hour 
round trip weekly visits to the hospital. They’ve 
filed a lawsuit seeking $4 million in damages from 
the Massachusetts pharmacy that supplied the ste-
roid injections, but it could take years for them to 
get any money back and they may never get enough 
to cover their expenses. The same is true for doz-
ens of others who have sued the New England Com-
pounding Center.

“I don’t have a life anymore. My life is a meningi-
tis life,” the 59-year-old former school teacher said, 
adding that he’s grateful he survived.

His is one of at least 50 federal lawsuits in nine 
states that have been filed against NECC, and more 
are being filed in state courts every day. More than 
500 people have gotten sick after receiving injec-
tions prepared by the pharmacy.

The lawsuits allege that NECC negligently pro-
duced a defective and dangerous product and seek 
millions to repay families for the death of spouses, 
physically painful recoveries, lost wages and men-
tal and emotional suffering. Thirty-seven people 
have died in the outbreak.

Congress could outlaw ‘stalking 
apps’ used by jealous spouses 
quietly tracking cellphone users

WASHINGTON (AP) — For around $50, a jealous 
wife or husband can download software that can 
continuously track the whereabouts of a spouse 
better than any private detective. It’s frighteningly 
easy and effective in an age when nearly every-
one carries a cellphone that can record every mo-
ment of a person’s physical movements. But it soon 
might be illegal.

The Senate Judiciary Committee was expected 
Thursday to approve legislation that would close 
a legal loophole that allows so-called cyberstalking 
apps to operate secretly on a cellphone and trans-
mit the user’s location information without a per-
son’s knowledge.

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., 
would update laws passed years before wireless 
technology revolutionized communications. Tele-
phone companies currently are barred from dis-
closing to businesses the locations of people when 
they make a traditional phone call. 

But there’s no such prohibition when communi-
cating over the Internet. If a mobile device sends 
an email, links to a website or launches an app, the 
precise location of the phone can be passed to ad-
vertisers, marketers and others without the user’s 
permission.

The ambiguity has created a niche for companies 
like Retina Software, which makes ePhoneTracker 
and describes it as “stealth phone spy software.”

“Suspect your spouse is cheating?” the compa-
ny’s website says. “Don’t break the bank by hiring 
a private investigator.”

Election over, Obama administration 
starts approving new federal 
rules put off during campaign

WASHINGTON (AP) — While the “fiscal cliff” of 
looming tax increases and spending cuts dominates 
political conversation in Washington, some Repub-
licans and business groups see signs of a “regula-
tory cliff” that they say could be just as damaging 
to the economy.

For months, federal agencies and the White House 
have sidetracked dozens of major regulations that 
cover everything from power plant pollution to 
workplace safety to a crackdown on Wall Street.

The rules had been largely put on hold during the 
presidential campaign as the White House sought 
to quiet Republican charges that President Barack 
Obama was an overzealous regulator who is killing 
U.S. jobs.

But since the election, the Obama administration 
has quietly reopened the regulations pipeline.

In recent weeks, the Environmental Protection 
Agency has proposed rules to update water quality 
guidelines for beaches and other recreational wa-
ters and deal with runoff from logging roads. The 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
meanwhile, has proposed long-delayed regulations 
requiring auto makers to include event data record-
ers — better known as “black boxes” — in all new 
cars and light trucks beginning in 2014.

Google releases map app for 
iPhone nearly 3 months after Apple 
ousted the navigation system

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Google Maps have 
found their way back to the iPhone.

The world’s most popular online mapping system 
returned late Wednesday with the release of the 
Google Maps’ iPhone app. The release comes near-
ly three months after Apple Inc. replaced Google 
Maps as the device’s built-in navigation system 
and inserted its own maps into the latest version of 
its mobile operating system.

Apple’s maps proved to be far inferior to Google’s. 
The product’s shoddiness prompted Apple CEO 
Tim Cook to issue a rare public apology and recom-
mend that iPhone owners consider using Google 
maps through a mobile Web browser or seek other 
alternatives until his company could fix the prob-
lems. Cook also replaced the executive in charge 
of Apple’s mobile operating system after the com-
pany’s maps became a subject of widespread ridi-
cule.

Among other things, Apple’s maps misplaced 
landmarks, overlooked towns and sometimes got 
people horribly lost. In a particularly egregious ex-
ample flagged this week, Australian police derided 
Apple’s maps as “life-threatening” because the sys-
tem was steering people looking for the city of Mil-
dura into a sweltering, remote desert 44 miles from 
the desired destination.

Google Inc., in contrast, is hailing its new iPhone 
app as a major improvement from the one evicted 
by Apple.

Like 9/11 benefit concert, 
McCartney, Springsteen, more turn 
out for Superstorm Sandy victims

NEW YORK (AP) — Call the “12-12-12” benefit 
show “The Concert for New York City” 2.0. Elev-
en years after the benefit concert in response to 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks was held at Madison 
Square Garden, many of the same top musicians 
came together to raise money for those suffering 
from Superstorm Sandy, including Paul McCart-
ney, The Rolling Stones, Billy Joel, The Who, Eric 
Clapton and Bon Jovi.

Those singers set a serious tone Wednesday night, 
wearing mostly black and gray onstage as they en-
couraged people to call and donate money to those 
affected by the devastating storm that took place in 
late October, killing about 140 people and damag-
ing millions of homes and properties in New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut and other areas.

Alicia Keys, who grew up in Manhattan’s Hell’s 
Kitchen, closed the night with her New York an-
them “Empire State of Mind,” as doctors, nurses, 
firefighters, police officers and others joined the 
piano-playing singer onstage. They ended the night 
chanting “U.S.A.”

Keys was one of two women who performed at 
“The Concert for Sandy Relief.” Diana Krall backed 
McCartney, who sang his solo songs, Beatles songs 
and played the role of Kurt Cobain with Nirvana 
members during the nearly six-hour show.

McAfee in Miami after deportation from Guatemala
MIAMI (AP) — Anti-

virus software founder 
John McAfee is holed 
up in a Miami hotel af-
ter weeks of evading Be-
lizean authorities who 
want to question him in 
a homicide.

Shortly after McA-
fee arrived Wednes-
day evening on a flight 
from Guatemala, he an-
nounced on his website 
that he had alighted in 
the city’s swank South 
Beach neighborhood.

McAfee was deported 
from the Central Ameri-
can country after sneak-
ing in illegally from Be-

lize, where police want 
to question him in con-
nection with the death 
of a U.S. expatriate who 
lived near him on an is-
land off Belize’s coast.

McAfee says he did 
not kill the neighbor 
and feared his own life 
would be in danger if 
he turned himself in to 
Belizean authorities. He 
has not been charged 
with any crime, and it 
was unclear whether 
U.S. authorities had any 
interest in questioning 
him.

An FBI spokesman in 
Miami, James Marshall, 

told the AP in an email 
that the agency was not 
involved with McAfee’s 
return to the U.S.
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SHOP NOW
with the

Best Brands
      Best Prices

Big Spring’s Oldest, Largest, Finest Furniture Store

23
59

91

Elrod’s Furniture

2309 Scurry                                                                   432-267-8491

My Favorite Place
Let Us Be Your Favorite Place

*Massage * Hair *Mani *Pedis
*Facials *Waxing

Mon.-Fri. 10am-6m  Sat. 10am-3pm
618 Gregg St.                                  432-263-3283

22
96

19

jake witzel
G I F T S  &  I N T E R I O R S

• VERA BRADLEY
• Melissa & Doug Toys

• Homemade Fudge

       And Much More!

223 S. Main St.                      432-517-4569

23
60

01

Faye’s 
Flowers

1013 Gregg St.         432-267-2571
229464

201 W. Marcy Dr.                 432-267-3363

22
94

58

Merry Christmas!

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.

1900 E. FM 700 • 432-263-7441

218108

MATCH THE SANTA TO HIS WORKSHOP!!

Santa No.
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

Business
Blum’s Jewelers
Elrod’s Furniture
Faye’s Flowers

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Jake Witzel Gifts & Interiors

Klassic Kleaners
My Favorite Place
Walmart

NAME:_________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________
CITY: __________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________________________

This entry form must be received by 
Monday, December 17 at 12 p.m. Drop off your 
form at the Big Spring Herald at 710 Scurry St. 

The winner will be the one who correctly matches 
the most Santas to his business/workshop.
There will be 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners.

Gift certificates will be given away to use at the 
participating businesses. Winners will be announced 

in the Wednesday, December 19th Edition
 of the Big Spring Herald!

All decisions are final at the discretion of the Big Spring Herald

Don’t Miss Your Chance To Win Multiple Gift Cards!

732 4 61 85

Play For Your Chance To Win
Gift Certificates

Provided By The Following Merchants

For those sparkling gifts for your special 
someone - stop by and see our  selections.

Inside The Big Spring Mall                           432-267-6335

23
59

95

Guess
Who

For good and ill, adoption transformed by Internet
NEW YORK (AP) — In the 

emotion-charged realm of 
adoption, the Internet has 
been a transformative force, 
often for good, sometimes for 
ill.

It has facilitated matches 
bringing neglected orphans 
into loving homes on the far 
side of the world, and pro-
vides crucial advice and 
support for families at every 
challenging stage of the adop-
tion process. Yet it also can 
be an effective tool for scam-
mers and hucksters seeking 
to exploit would-be adoptive 
parents.

“I can’t imagine an area 
more ripe for exploitation — 
people trying to form families 
or find a place for their un-
born child,” said Denise Bier-
ly, president of the American 
Academy of Adoption Attor-
neys. “It’s like Internet dat-
ing, except way more scary 
and dangerous.”

Through nearly two de-
cades of widespread Internet 

use, there’s been little rigor-
ous research into its impact 
on adoption. A leading think-
tank, the Donaldson Adop-
tion Institute, has launched 
a multiyear study to fill that 
void and is issuing a compre-
hensive report Thursday out-
lining the profound changes 
that have unfolded.

Internet-based tools “are 
transforming adoption prac-
tices, challenging laws and 
policies, offering unprece-
dented opportunities and re-
sources, and raising critical 
ethical, legal and procedural 
issues,” says the report.

On the plus side, the report 
notes that many websites 
and Internet-based tools — 
including the photo-listing 
of available children — have 
expedited adoptions of count-
less children. 

The Internet offers a vast ar-
ray of information and train-
ing, and enables would-be 
adoptive parents to present 
themselves in online profiles 

to pregnant women consider-
ing adoption.

Vicki and Jed Taufer of 
Morton, Ill., who battled 
months of bureaucratic de-
lays to adopt a girl from Ne-
pal, said they could scarcely 
imagine going through that 
trying experience in the pre-
Internet age.

They were able to communi-
cate regularly by Skype dur-
ing the six months in 2010-11 
when Vicki stayed with their 
daughter, Purnima, in Kat-
mandu, waiting for the adop-
tion to be authorized by U.S. 
authorities. They also used 
the Internet to build close 
friendships with other fami-
lies struggling to complete 
adoptions from Nepal, and 
to raise funds to cover their 
ever-ballooning legal and lo-
gistical costs.

Another important conse-
quence of the Internet: Find-
ing birth relatives is becom-
ing easier and more common 
thanks to online search capa-

bilities, hastening the likely 
phase-out of “closed” adop-
tion while broadening rela-
tionships between adoptive 
and birth families.

The report advises adop-
tion professionals to revise 
their training regimens to 
reflect the reality that many 
affected parties will be able to 
find each other at some point, 
and to prepare them for such 
reunions, whether wanted or 
unwanted.

On the negative side, the 
report details how adoption 
scams — which predate the 
Internet — now take more so-
phisticated and wide-ranging 
forms thanks to the misuse of 
social media.

There have been at least a 
half dozen recent cases across 
multiple states where women 
who claiming to be pregnant 
used the Internet to con-
nect with couples wanting to 
adopt. 

In exchange for paying the 
woman’s living expenses, 

couples were promised — 
falsely — that they would 
eventually be able to adopt 
the baby.

Scott Rowland, a prosecutor 
in Oklahoma, said one victim 
lost $30,000 while supporting 
what turned out to be a ficti-
tious pregnancy.

The Donaldson report also 
warns that the Internet is ac-
celerating a “commodifica-
tion” of adoption, with would-
be adoptive parents being 
viewed as commercial clients 
and less emphasis placed on 
the idea that adoption’s pri-
mary purpose is finding fami-
lies for children.

Far too often, says Pertman, 
the child’s best interest is not 
the paramount factor as an 
adoption is arranged.

The report notes that ads 
for adoption services can 
crop up on websites amid ads 
for other commercial prod-
ucts, pitching the possibility 
of completing adoptions in a 
few months.
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Sports
Calendar

FRIDAY
Boy’s Basketball
• Stanton at Big Spring, Varsity, 7:30 p.m.; J.V., 5 
p.m.; 9th, 5 p.m.
• Hermleigh at Coahoma, Varsity, 8 p.m.; J.V., 
TBA.
• Forsan at Roscoe, Vasrity and J.V., TBA.
• Irion County at Garden City, Varsity, 8 p.m.; J.V., 
5 p.m.

Girl’s basketball
• Stanton at Big Spring, Varsity, 7:30 p.m.; J.V., 
6:15 p.m.; 9th, 5 p.m.
• Hermleigh at Coahoma, 6:30 p.m..
• Forsan at Roscoe, Varsity and J.V., TBA.
• Blackwell at Garden City, 6:30 p.m.
• Borden County at Grady, 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
Boy’s Basketball
• Sands vs. Jayton at Lubbock Estacado, TBA.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 237, or e-mail 
sports@bigspringherald.com

BSHS Players of the Week

Tavaris Walker, Point Guard, Junior Logan Yarbar, Guard, Senior
According to BSHS Boy’s Head Basketball 

Coach Cliff Thompson, team captains are typi-
cally seniors and are voted in by the team it-
self. Tavaris Walker’s hard work has earned 
the respect of his peers and coaches and he is 
the squad’s only junior captain.

“He’s never been late to a practice or missed 
a practice,” Thompsn said. “He has also been 
our most consistent player at this point in the 
season. He gets the other guys involved.”

The Lady Steers have planty of talent on their 
roster, but Head Coach Mike Warren’s selec-
tion for Player of the Week is Logan Yarbar, 
the senior guard whose defensive play has bol-
stered the Lady Steers who have played a tough 
predistrict schedule.

“(Yarbar) was All-Tournament in Monah-
ans,” Warren said. “She’s probably our best de-
fensive player as far as guarding and she’s also 
starting to score more each game.”

Pierce puts up 
34 as Celtics top 
Mavs in OT, 117-115
JIMMY GOLEN
AP Sports Writer

BOSTON — Rajon 
Rondo had a chance 
to win it in regulation 
and Derek Fisher got 
enough of the shot to 
keep it from travelling 
more than a few feet.

Then Paul Pierce’s 
shot at a game-winner 
at the end of the first 
overtime was blocked 
by Dahntay Jones.

There was still plen-
ty of time for Pierce 
and Rondo to come 
through.

Pierce made a 3-point-
er at the start of the 
second extra period to 
give Boston the lead 
for good, and the Celt-

ics held on for a 117-
115 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks on 
Wednesday night.

Pierce scored 34 
points in all, and Rondo 
had 16 points, 15 assists 
and nine rebounds in a 
career-high 52 minutes, 
30 seconds.

“We ask him to do 
a lot,” Pierce said of 
Rondo. “We ask him to 
push it up, score and 
rebound. We ask him to 
do a lot because he can 
do it.”

Pierce had four points 
in the first overtime 
— putting him over 
23,000 points in his ca-
reer — and eight in the 

See MAVS, Page 12

AP photo

Boston’s Rajon Rondo tries to wrestle the ball from Dallas’ O.J. Mayo during Wednesday’s night’s game. 
The Celtics fended off the Mavericks, 117-115 in double OT.

Cowboys back to practice after 
memorial service for Jerry Brown
STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

IRVING, Texas — The 
corner locker assigned 
to Jerry Brown at the 
Dallas Cowboys facil-
ity remained untouched 
Wednesday.

A day after a private 
memorial service for 
Brown, the practice 
squad member killed in 
a car accident involving 
a teammate, his Cow-
boys helmet hung on a 
hook below a shelf with 
several pairs of cleats. 
Towels marked with his 
No. 53 were folded on 
the bench right next to 
a copy of the team’s itin-
erary from last week.

For the Cowboys, it 
was back to practice 
as they took their next 
steps after the tragedy 
and started preparations 
for Sunday’s home game 
against Pittsburgh.

“It was hard last week 
initially. But this week, 
it’s been upbeat. Guys 
are getting their energy 
back,” defensive tackle 
Jason Hatcher said. 
“I’m back to being me, 
making people laugh, 
being the guy I am. We 

had a good day today. 
Hopefully we can have 
another one tomorrow 
and the next day and get 
ready for the Steelers.”

The Cowboys won 
their game Sunday at 
Cincinnati, about 36 
hours after Brown was 
the passenger in a one-
car accident for which 
nose tackle Josh Brent, 
his college teammate 
and close friend, is fac-
ing an intoxication man-
slaughter charge. The 
car Brent was driving 
flipped over and Brown 
was later declared dead 
at a hospital.

Brent, who is free 
on bond, was placed 
Wednesday on the re-
serve/non-football ill-
ness list by the Cow-
boys, a move that ends 
his season but allows 
him to remain with the 
team.

“I think we want to 
be able to contact him 
and him being able to 
contact his teammates,” 
Cowboys executive vice 
president Stephen Jones 
said from an NFL own-
ers meeting being held 
at a hotel not far from 
Valley Ranch.

NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell said 
teams are ultimately 
responsible for such 
roster moves and that 
in this case, “it was the 
right decision.”

Asked about possible 
NFL discipline against 
Brent, Goodell said the 
league would let the 
legal process move for-
ward a little bit to get 
more clarity on that. 
The commissioner gave 
no timeframe on when 
he anticipated speaking 
with Brent.

“The best thing for 
Josh Brent and for ev-
eryone involved in this 
thing is that he’s a part 
of the Dallas Cowboys 
in some way, shape or 
form, and he feels the 
love that we have for 
him and the support that 
we have for him,” coach 
Jason Garrett said.

Fullback Lawrence 
Vickers, whose locker is 
next to Brent’s, echoed 
Hatcher and Garrett 
that the team is there to 
support Brent.

“You’ve just got to be 
there for your brother 
in a time of need. This 
is one of those times,” 

Vickers said. “This is an 
issue that we all have to 
deal with, but he has to 
deal with it even more.”

Brent was with 
Brown’s family at the 
memorial service. Vick-
ers said Brown’s moth-
er, Stacey Jackson, had 
comforting words for 
the entire team.

“Stronger than any 
woman I ever seen in 
that position,” Vickers 
said. “For us seeing her 
strength, her strength 
was more like, ‘Hey, 
y’all focus on what you 
have to do, Jerry’s in a 
better place.’”

The Cowboys (7-6) are 
a game behind the NFC 
East-leading New York 
Giants with three games 
to play. They play Pitts-
burgh and New Orleans 
at home before ending 
the season at Washing-
ton, which is tied with 
them for second place.

Garrett said there 
were still discussions 
about whether the team 
would honor Brown’s 
memory with any kind 
of patch or decal on their 
uniforms.

See SERVICE, Page 12

Williams’ late 3 lifts 
Jazz over Spurs 99-96
LYNN DeBRUIN
AP Sports Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — 
Mo Williams’ 3-pointer 
at the buzzer lifted the 
Utah Jazz to a 99-96 vic-
tory over San Antonio 
on Wednesday night, 
snapping the Spurs’ 
five-game winning 
streak.

Paul Millsap led Utah 
with 24 points and 12 
rebounds, Al Jefferson 
scored 21 points and 
Gordon Hayward add-
ed 19.

The Jazz trailed by 
eight with a little more 
than 4 minutes remain-
ing but fought back. 
Williams’ winning shot 
was his only 3 of the 
night and he finished 
with eight points on 
3-for-9 shooting from 
the field.

Tim Duncan and 
Tony Parker each 
scored 22 points to lead 
the Spurs, who swept 
the Jazz out of the play-
offs in the first round 
and had won 11 of the 
last 12 meetings.

Danny Green’s 
19-footer gave the Spurs 
a 96-94 lead and Millsap 
tied it with 40 seconds 
left.

Millsap’s offensive 
rebound gave the Jazz 
the final shot. Williams 
made it and turned and 
ran toward the other 
end of the court only to 
be mobbed by his team-
mates.

It was the biggest win 
of the season for Utah, 
which was coming off 
a road victory over the 
Los Angeles Lakers.

This one went back 
and forth.

Patty Mills’ 3-pointer 
and a driving layup by 
Tiago Splitter put the 
Spurs ahead 80-75, and 
Parker’s 3-pointer gave 
San Antonio a six-point 
lead midway through 
the fourth.

They led by eight af-
ter Boris Diaw’s 3 with 
a little more than 4 
minutes remaining.

The Jazz fought 
back as Jefferson hit 
a 16-footer and Randy 
Foye scored on a fast-
break layup. 

Jefferson’s steal and 
jam tied it at 94 with 
1:47 left.

Green gave the Spurs 
a 96-94 lead and Millsap 
tied it on his 11-footer 
in the lane.

See SPURS, Page 12
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Announcements

SANTA FOR RENT
Company & Family Parties
Appointments & Information

Call
(432)816-8278, 816-4473.

Garage Sales
BIG SPRING ISD Garage Sale 
for Surplus classroom furniture. 
Located at Building 48 at the 
Airpark (behind the federal 
prison). All must go! No rea-
sonable offer refused. Friday & 
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm.

DOWN SIZING Sale: 2413 
South  Anderson   Road, 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
9:00-5:00. Windberg prints, 
saddles,  horse  clocks, oak 
furniture, Montarray western 
ware, Fred Roberts china, 
misc. items. Call 
(432)267-3547.

GARAGE SALE: Saturday 
7:30-1:00, 2304 Allendale. King 
size, queen size  and  twin 
mattresses. Microwave, small 
dorm room size frig, interior 
doors,   knick-knacks,   coffee 
table and end table. 

INSIDE MOVING SALE: 1605 
Indian Hills, Saturday 
7:00am-2:00pm. Clothes, 
shoes, boots, cookie jars, 
purses, jewelry, furniture, tools, 
decorative items & lots more. 
Cash Only!!

INSIDE SALE: 210 East 11th 
Place, Saturday  8:30am-?, 
Xmas items, toys, jewelry, dolls 
collectibles, steel toe boots, 
purses, and lots of misc.

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
2302 Cindy, Friday & Saturday 
8am-5pm. Lots of furniture, 
baby items, plus size clothing, 
dishes, knick-knacks, pictures, 
tools, and lots more.

Help Wanted
AUTOMOTIVE    SERVICE
Department taking applications 
for Oil Change Tech and Porter 
Apply In Person @ Pollard 
1501 East 4th Street, Big 
Spring, TX.

COMET CLEANERS Full-time 
Counter help, Apply in person 
at 1500 East Marcy.

COOKING POSITION
8:30pm-1:30pm, Mon. through 
Fri. Apply at Jack & Jill, 1708 
Nolan.

EXPERIENCE FARM Hand 
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

EXPERIENCED WAIT-STAFF
needed for day and evening 
shift. Apply in person at Big 
Spring Country Club. No phone 
calls please.

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping 
and Full-time Maintenance. 
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West I-20. 
No phone calls please.

Help Wanted
GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Must have a desire to work in a 
team environment  and the 
ability to follow directions. Must 
have at least 1 yr maintenance 
experience. Abilities to include: 
painting experience; general 
plumbing,  general  sheetrock 
repair and texture and HVAC 
skills. Must have own tools, 
ability to take afterhours and 
weekend calls; valid TX drivers 
license and liability insurance. 
Apply in person at Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place.

HIRING EXPERIENCED CDL 
drivers.  1-2  yrs  experience 
required,  with  clean  driving 
record.  Pay   DOE. Health, 
vision, and dental insurance 
100% paid! Apply in person: 
9400 Service Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604     for      more 
information.

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer 
and maintainer operators. 2 
yrs. minimum heavy equipment 
experienced required. Pay 
DOE. Health,  vision, and 
dental insurance 100% paid!
Valid DL required. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604 for more info...

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

KITCHEN HELP &
CARHOPS-16 Yrs. old or 
older. Must be Neat in Appear-
ance. Honest & Dependable. 
No experience necessary will 
train. Inquire at Wagon Wheel, 
2010 Scurry St. No phone call 
Please!

KNOW HIRING Blade and 
Dozer Operators. Benefits 
available. Salary DOE.  Con-
tact J.A.L. Contractors @ 
(432)264-7828.

LOOKING FOR Front Desk 
Clerks & Housekeeping.  Apply 
at Motel 6, 600 West I-20. No 
Phone Calls Please.

MAINTENANCE TECHS
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Both full and part time 
positions available. Applicants 
must have strong organiza-
tional skills and enjoy working 
outdoors. Fax resume to 
(432)264-1761 or  apply  in 
person at Knollwood Heights 
1900 Martin Luther King Blvd.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

OPENINGS FOR Pharmacy 
Technician,     Maintenance 
Positions- daytime & overnight.  
Apply online 
www.walmart.com/apply

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2pm-10pm and split shifts
*Charge Nurse 
10pm-6am shift
Competitive Pay & Insurance
* Laundry Aid/Housekeeper
Experience a plus.
You may apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PART-TIME KITCHEN Help 
needed for Christian 
Pre-School. Apply in person at 
118 Ceder Rd. No Phone Calls 
Please.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

RECOVER HOME Therapy is 
seeking a certified Physical 
Therapist and Occupational 
Therapist to serve in the Big 
Spring area. Please contact 
Steven Sanchez @
432-889-3916.

ROLLING PLAINS Physicians 
Office  in  Sweetwater has a 
position for a full-time X-Ray 
Technician ARRT certified. 
Schedule M-F, no call. Benefit 
package includes PTO, Holiday 
Pay, 401k, Health Insurance. 
Interested  parties  may   fax 
resume to (325)235-5925 or 
contact TWC for application.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Call

(432)520-1573

SHOP  HAND  NEEDED-
Must be able to read a tape 
measure. Monday thru Friday 
6:00am-4:30pm.  Call 
(432)267-4700.

SHOP/FIELD MECHANICS
Basin Engine and Pump
Shop and Field Mechanics 
needed for Industrial Oilfield 
Shop. Tools, Uniforms pro-
vided. Benefits package. Pay 
DOE. Please submit resume by 
fax to 432-570-1115 or email to 
shawn@basinengine.com     
Office 432-570-1114. Applica-
tions  may  be  filled  out  at 
1914 South County Road. 
1083-Midland, TX.

SUBSTITUTES AND part-time 
caregivers needed for busy 
Christian preschool. Apply in 
person at New Hope Christina 
School 118 Cedar Rd.

TOP NOTCH Landscaping is 
Hiring for all positions. Experi-
ence preferred. Must have 
valid driver license. Call 
(432)213-0031 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

VAN DRIVER 3:00pm-4:30pm, 
Mon. through Fri. Apply at Jack 
& Jill, 1708 Nolan.

Help Wanted
West Texas Gas, Inc. has an 
immediate opening for a natu-
ral gas liquids (NGL) Pipeline 
Operator for the Big Spring/ 
Midland area. Primary respon-
sibilities require experience in 
pipeline operations including 
measurement, regulation, 
pump stations, line locates, 
routine maintenance, computer 
skills and cathodic protection 
systems. Duties also include 
pipeline regulatory compliance 
responsibilities. Benefits in-
clude group health  insurance 
&  401K  Plan.  Salary  DOE. 
Interested applicant can for-
ward resume to West Texas 
Gas, Inc., 211 North Colorado 
Midland, Tx 79701 or e-mail to

employment@
westtexasgas.com

WORLD ACCEPTANCE Corp
Assistant Manager / 

Manager Trainee
The Big Spring, TX branch of 
World Finance is now accept-
ing applications for a motivated 
individual looking for a career 
with a company that offers 
room for advancement. Promo-
tion to Manager possible within 
15 months.
Interested applicants should be 
self motivated, possess the 
ability to learn rapidly, have 
great people skills and be goal 
oriented.
Management    experience 
helpful but not necessary. 
Complete training provided. 
High school diploma, depend-
able   vehicle   and  clean 
background check required. 
Competitive entry level starting 
salary along with full benefit 
package.

Please apply in person at:
121 E. 3rd St

Big Spring, TX 79720

Instructional
MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale

FOR SALE: Lighted Christmas 
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees and 
more decorations. All sizes. 
Call for more information 
(432)935-5307 or 
(432)264-6117. Come by 1433 
Hilltop Rd.

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

On the Farm
CASH        FOR YOUR 
MINERALS! Producing or 
non-producing minerals. Will 
pay top dollar. Call 
325-232-7813.

Real Estate for Rent
1 & 2  BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

2 Houses- 3bdm/1b, Extra 
Clean, appliances, New carpet. 
$1200 month, $1200 deposit. 
2bdm/1b Fully furnishes/appli-
ances. $1000 month, $1000 
deposit. Seriour inquires only 
pick-up application 1300 E. 4th 
or call (432)268-8733.

3202 AUBURN, 3 bdr, 1 bath, 
CH/A, tile floors. $975/month
$900/deposit. Call 
(432)816-1255.

Real Estate for Rent
40X60 CONCRETE Building 
for Rent. Private access- water 
& electric. Good for storage/ 
work shop/ band rehearsal or 
art studio. Call (432)517-4164.

5509 OPAL Lane, Clean 3 
bdrm, 2 bath  Mobil home. Ap-
pliances includes, CH/A. $700. 
Month, $600. deposit. Forsan 
ISD. MUST have Rental Refer-
ence.  Call (432)270-7179.

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood 
blinds.  Non-Smoking/Pets. 
References required. $1500 
month, $1500 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2319.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease 
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub, 
extra large closets. $1050 
month plus deposit. 1 Year 
lease required. No pets/ 
smoker and no children please. 
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in microwave, full-size 
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage 
area, playground area, fitness 
center, and community center. 
Open Monday-Friday 
9am-6pm. Call Knollwood 
Heights (432)264-1735.

OASIS   RV Park-   RV’s 
available again & Spaces.  Quit 
Rural Setting. Monthly Rental 
Only. Also have shop building. 
Call 432-213-5122. 

OFFICE BUILDING, furnished, 
upstairs, spacious 1 bdrm apt. 
Xtra private. Very nice. 
$600.00 includes utilities. 
Non-smoking/pets. Excellent 
credit report required. 1 Person 
occupancy only! 
(432)270-0707 Broker.

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. 1@$550.00 
month, 1@$650.00 month, Bills 
Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE for 
Rent, 801 E. FM 700 Suite-B. 
Great location, 900 sq. ft., 
$1200.00 month & $1000.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-1275, 
263-1866.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Sale
20 ACRES FREE! Own 60 
acres for 40 acre price/pay-
ment. $0 Down, $168/mo. 
Money  Back Guarantee, NO 
CREDIT CHECKS. Beautiful 
Views, West Texas. 
1-800-343-9444.

BY OWNER: 2715 Rebecca. 
3/2, 2 car garage, total electric, 
corner lot, sprinkler yards, 
12x18 shop/stg, 12x24 carport 
in back. Asking $115,000.00, 
Call 432-263-8016, 213-4984.

be on her own because
our children work, are
struggling financially
and have their own kids
to raise. They have
spoken to their mother
about the possibility of a
retirement home, and she
says, “Absolutely not.”
What can I do? — West
Valley 

Dear West: Some of
this is not within your
control — your wife’s
weight and what happens
after you die. It is selfish
of her to put this type of
burden on her children,
so you might want to
discuss it directly with
them, making
contingency plans in case
she should outlive you.
There are alternatives to
retirement homes,
including in-home care
or one of the children
taking Mom in. You,
however, are stressed
over this and having a
rough time. Please talk to
your doctor about it.

Dear Annie: My
mother-in-law is not a
true hoarder, but she’s
definitely a packrat. Her
house has drawers,
cabinets and boxes filled
with unfinished craft
pieces, papers so old you
can’t read the faded
print, moldy magazines,
dried paint, cracked
pottery, broken candy
dishes and junk tucked
into nooks and crannies
so deep no one has seen
the contents in years.

She is the only one
who knows where
anything important
might be “filed.” She is
widowed and retired and
has the time and the
physical ability to go
through this stuff. Her
two children help with
yard work and home
improvement, but they
don’t have time to pick
through her collections. 

My mother-in-law is
not depressed. She’s just
lazy and has poor
organizational skills. She
spends too much time
watching TV and
emailing. I am hoping
she might recognize
herself in your column.
How can I convince her
to de-clutter before it’s
too late? — Don’t Want
To Pick Through the
Weeds

Dear Don’t: If Mom
has poor organizational
skills, the idea of going
through her vast
collection of miscellany
is both overwhelming
and paralyzing. She
needs someone to assist
her, one drawer at a
time, perhaps once a
week, to make it
manageable. You could
offer to do this or suggest
it to another family
member. Or hire a
professional organizer.
And it’s possible that
Mom’s church or other
community organization
has volunteers who
might help out.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy
Sugar, longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column. Please
email your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd
Street, Hermosa Beach, CA
90254. To find out more about
Annie’s Mailbox and read
features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM

Dear Annie: I have
been married to “Nancy”
for 51 years. The day of
our wedding, I was 167
pounds with a full head
of hair. Now I am 181
pounds and bald. Nancy
was always a Rubens
type, which was fine
with me. After giving
birth to our first child,
she lost more than 20
pounds, and even her
father was impressed.
However, two more
children followed, and
her weight went up to
what it was before. 

Now, at age 75, she is
obese. She has trouble
with her ankles and can
barely move. She refuses
to use a cane or a walker.
We constantly argue. She
is beginning to look ugly
to me. I want to leave,
but I can’t because she
cannot live alone. 

I am depressed. If I die
before she does, she will
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

REPAIR APPLIANCES

24
13

88

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
AND CASH FOR 

UNWANTED 
APPLIANCES.

(432) 813-6281

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

LAWN SERVICE
23

98
63

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5554

LAWN SERVICE

23
85

42

Big Spring
 Lawn Care

Mowing, Edging, 
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.  
All of your Lawn Care.

FREE ESTIMATES
Phone

 432-213-3582

LAWN CARE CENTER

24
03

82

You Grow It. We Mow It
We can tear your house down, and 

built it from the ground.
Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
I am a single mother

 (15 yrs. experience with crew)
* LANDSCAPING ~ ANY DESIGN *

Candy Thomas
(432) 517-1051

Roy Thomas
(432) 816-5367

CONTRACTOR

23
96

91

T&P CONSTRUCTION
Stucco

Driveways
Side Walks

Block Fences
and all remodeling

Call

(432) 213-5983

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGWELDING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

800-335-4037

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
p y Discounts22

20
46

BBB
A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

L.A. Welding Services
24/7 Service

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688
P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721
229832

Discount for Business or Individuals
who buy Bulk.

WATER and ICE

235296

Available for Adoption 
at the Big Spring Animal Shelter

Pointer/Pit Bull
Terrier

Large, Young,
Male

White, Brown
Mask

Honey loves to
play fetch. He
is very playful

and sweet.

Available for adoption until December 20

Border Collie MIx
Medium, Young,

Female
Black & White

This little puppy is
about 8-weeks-

old. She is a little
shy, but she is
sweet and very

lovable.

Available for adoption until December 20

HoneyCaprice

432-264-2372.

hasn’t been up to your
standards lately. But the
tides are turning. So get
out and look around. You
just might find some life
on this planet. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). One of your
teammates is causing
problems. This may make
the group stronger, so
don’t be too quick to
change your lineup.
Everyone group needs a
challenger to the status
quo.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). The best fixes
will be half pragmatic,
half fanciful. The hopeful,
magical touch you give to

relationships will be a
healing agent, especially
when combined with
practical solutions. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). The problem you’ve
been carrying around is
heavy, but you’ve been
carrying it for so long
you rarely realize the
extra weight. Today is
different. You’ll start to
realize that when this is
gone, you’ll be mighty
relieved.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(DECEMBER 13).
Curiosity ignites your
spirit of adventure over
the next six weeks.
Thanks to ever-widening

social horizons, you’ll
explore new worlds close
to home and outside your
normal experience.
Romance and music fill
the spring. April brings a
lift to your status and
financial picture. A deal
comes through in June.
Aries and Taurus adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 6, 24, 43, 30 and 22.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: On top of the
world, Sagittarian
superstar Taylor Swift
(12/13/1989) has earned
awards, broken records
and become one of the
most sought after talents
of her generation. But

according to her, she still
worries about things like
being considered “cool”
by the cool kids. Swift
was born when the moon
and Jupiter were in
Cancer  — deeply feeling,
soulful and ever-
changing.     

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the Author”
on the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To find
out more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM

Follow the
Adventurous 
New Moon

There are many who
would follow the beat of a
different drummer if only
there were such a
drummer. Often the main
drummer is playing so
loudly that no one else
can compete. The New
Moon in Sagittarius
offers a rest from the
main action and the
perfect opportunity for a
swinging new rhythm
master to take the stage. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). It seems like business
as usual until you give it
a closer look. There’s a
subtle development
regarding your finances.
Take hold of the situation
now and you’ll avoid
problems later. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). The leaders have all
been followers at some
point. You may not be
sure which role to take.
Are you really ready to
lead the crew? The fact
that you wonder
indicates you’re the
perfect candidate. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). The plan you’re
pursuing has a flaw that,
though glaring, is
difficult to see from the
inside. That’s why you
need an outsider’s
opinion. Ask the one
who’s practical and
honest.  

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Humor has its
delicacies. No matter
what you say, you’re

going to offend someone.
But if you think it’s
funny, chances are
someone else will too.
Tonight you’re willing to
take the risk.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Things will move when
you’re certain. Squeeze
out doubt. Be so
confident about your
decision that you leave
no room for other
possibilities to come into
being. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). The world is a giant
merry-go-round spinning
at over a thousand miles
per hour — give or take a
few hundred depending
on where you are — and
you’ve yet to fly off into
space. There are some
things you can trust, so
trust them.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Ignorance may be
bliss, but only
temporarily because what
you don’t know could
eventually cause harm.
So ask for accurate
information. Open your
eyes and be willing to see
the full picture. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Do you care how
much people like you? It
depends on the person.
Your standing with a
certain someone may
matter to you a little
more today, but try not to
act differently — you’ll
only give that person an
unfair advantage.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You have
high expectations of your
social life. The party

 



Today is Thursday, Dec. 13, 
the 348th day of 2012. There are 
18 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 13, 1862, Union forc-
es led by Maj. Gen. Ambrose 
Burnside launched futile 
attacks against entrenched 
Confederate soldiers during 
the Civil War Battle of 
Fredericksburg; the soundly 
defeated Northern troops with-
drew two days later. (It was 
during this battle that 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee 
is said to have remarked: “It is 
well that war is so terrible, or 
we should grow too fond of 
it.”)

On this date:
In 1642, Dutch navigator Abel 

Tasman sighted present-day 
New Zealand.

In 1769, Dartmouth College 
in New Hampshire received its 
charter.

In 1918, President Woodrow 
Wilson arrived in France, 
becoming the first chief execu-

tive to visit Europe while in 
office.

In 1928, George Gershwin’s 
“An American in Paris” had its 
premiere at Carnegie Hall in 
New York.

In 1937, the Chinese city of 
Nanjing fell to Japanese forces; 
what followed was a massacre 
of war prisoners, soldiers and 
citizens. (China maintains as 
many as 300,000 people died; 
Japan says the toll was far 
less.)

In 1944, during World War II, 
the U.S. cruiser Nashville was 
badly damaged in a Japanese 
kamikaze attack that claimed 
more than 130 lives.

In 1962, the United States 
launched Relay 1, a communi-
cations satellite which retrans-
mitted television, telephone 
and digital signals.

In 1978, the Philadelphia 
Mint began stamping the Susan 
B. Anthony dollar, which went 
into circulation in July 1979.

In 1981, authorities in Poland 
imposed martial law in a crack-
down on the Solidarity labor 
movement. (Martial law for-
mally ended in 1983.)

In 1994, an American Eagle 
commuter plane crashed short 
of  Raleigh-Durham 
International Airport in North 

Carolina, killing 15 of the 20 
people on board.

In 2000, Democratic presi-
dential candidate Al Gore con-
ceded to Republican George W. 
Bush, a day after the U.S. 
Supreme Court shut down fur-
ther recounts in Florida.

In 2003, Saddam Hussein was 
captured by U.S. forces while 
hiding in a hole under a farm-
house in Adwar, Iraq, near his 
hometown of Tikrit.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz is 92. Actor-comedian 
Dick Van Dyke is 87. Actor 
Christopher Plummer is 83. 
Country singer Buck White is 
82. Music/film producer Lou 
Adler is 79. Singer John 
Davidson is 71. 

© 2012 The Associated Press.
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7

- Sexual Dysfunction

- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Christmas Time Is Here!
Come Shopping With Us!

* Jewelry  * Toys   * Gifts
* Ariat Boot   *Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.      432-267-6411

22
84

68

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 5 of 5 - Medium

3 2

8 1 5 6

8 3 1

4 5 3 7

9 4

4 9 7 6

5 9 3

1 8 2 7

7 8
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

MAVS
Continued from Page 7

second. Rondo, who 
played the entire first 
OT and all but 2 seconds 

of the second, had the 
only other basket in the 
second overtime before 
Courtney Lee made a 
pair of free throws with 
6 seconds to play.

“I thought the biggest 
mistake I made was 
leaving Rondo in that 
long,” Celtics coach Doc 
Rivers said. “I thought 
that had an impact on 
the speed of the game.”

Kevin Garnett added 
16 points for Boston, 
and Jason Terry had 10 
points against the team 
he played with for eight 
seasons.

O.J. Mayo scored 24 
points for Dallas, and 
Shawn Marion had 16 
points, 11 rebounds and 
seven assists. Mayo, 
who played 51:55, also 
had nine of the Maver-

icks’ 28 turnovers.
“I wasn’t tired at all. 

You just can’t turn the 
ball over. Look at the 
stats, man: nine turn-
overs out of 28,” he said. 
“We had plenty of oppor-
tunities to take control 
of that game and win. 
We’ve got to be better in 
that area. We just can’t 
turn the ball over.”

Boston led by 14 in the 
third quarter and eight 
after the first basket in 
the fourth before Dallas 
chipped away at the def-
icit and tied it at 92 on 
Darren Collison’s drive 
to the basket. After Ron-
do made a jumper, Fish-
er hit a 3-pointer with 
1:47 left in the fourth to 
give the Mavericks their 
first lead of the game.

Pierce came out in the 
second overtime and hit 
a 3 to make it 108-105. 
Mayo’s basket made it a 
one-point game and the 
tired teams struggled to 
score until Rondo drove 
to the basket to give Bos-
ton a 110-107 lead with 36 
seconds to play.

From there, Dallas 
was forced to foul.

Pierce sank one of two 
free throws and Vince 
Carter hit a 3-pointer 
with 10 seconds left to 
make it 111-110. Pierce 
hit another pair of foul 
shots and Collison hit 
two free throws before 
Pierce and Courtney 
Lee each made two.

Mayo hit a meaning-
less 3-pointer at the 
buzzer to make it a two-
point final margin.

The Celtics never 
trailed, opening a six-
point lead in the first 
quarter and leading by 
as many as 10 in the sec-
ond before Dallas scored 
8 of the last 11 points in 
the half to head into the 
break down just 48-43.

Boston opened a 
14-point lead early in 
the third quarter before 
the Mavericks scored 
10 of the next 12 points. 
After Rondo drove to 
the basket to give Bos-
ton a 78-70 lead with the 
first score of the fourth 
quarter, the Mavericks 
went on a 7-2 run — five 
of those points coming 
from Mayo — to make it 
a three-point game.

SERVICE
Continued from Page 7

While the Cowboys aren’t 
revealing details of Tues-
day’s memorial, Garrett said 
the service “was incredible 
on so many different levels.” 
He said it contributed to help-

ing everybody heal and move 
forward.

“There was a lot of love in 
that room, there’s no ques-
tion about that,” Garrett said. 
“A lot of love for Jerry and 
his family, a lot of love for 
Josh Brent.”

Garrett said he spoke with 
Brown’s mother after the 
game and got a chance to 

visit her before the memo-
rial. He called her a “rock for 
everybody” and described 
as remarkable the strength 
that she has demonstrated, 
her ability to understand and 
having peace in the situation 
so quickly.

Most of the players learned 
of the fatal accident after 
boarding the team flight Sat-

urday afternoon before tak-
ing off for Cincinnati. They 
won the game Sunday, then 
got a day off before the memo-
rial service.

Now they have to refocus 
for the rest of the season.

“The whole situation has 
been very challenging for all 
of us right from the start,” 
Garrett said. “The big thing 

that we have to do is we have 
to balance remembering Jer-
ry and honoring him, support-
ing Josh in every way that we 
can, and also getting back to 
living our lives, as individu-
als, as players, as coaches, as 
a football team, and getting 
back to work. They aren’t two 
separate things. I believe you 
can do both.”

SPURS
Continued from Page 7

Parker missed a 
21-footer and Williams 
had his first chance to 
win it but his 25-footer 
missed. Millsap was 
there to grab the re-
bound with 8.3 seconds 
left.

After the Jazz had to 
call time out because 
they couldn’t inbound, 
this time they got it 
to Williams, who took 
several dribbles and 
let it fly..

The Spurs trailed by 
nine entering the sec-
ond half, a stark con-
trast to the first game 
the teams played Nov. 
3 in San Antonio. In 
that game the Jazz 
trailed by 19 but out-
scored the Spurs 35-17 
in the third to get even 
before losing by 10 at 
the end.

On Wednesday, the 
Spurs opened the sec-
ond half with a 20-11 
run, as Parker’s fast-
break layup tied it at 
64 with 3:18 left in the 
quarter.

The teams were 
tied at 71 entering the 
fourth.

Both teams came 
in on a roll, with the 
Jazz having won three 
straight. The Spurs 
had won five straight, 
including a 134-126 
overtime win Monday 
at Houston.

The Spurs led by 10 
points twice in the 
first quarter as Dun-
can started strong in-
side and Danny Green 
couldn’t miss from 
outside.

The Jazz fought 
back behind a pair of 
3-pointers from Foye 
then got a spark from 
the energizing second 
unit. The highlight 
was a block from be-
hind by Gordon Hay-
ward as Gary Neal at-
tempted to jam on the 
fast break.

The Jazz went on a 
14-7 run to open the sec-
ond quarter and took 
the lead on Millsap’s 
19-footer with 6:29 left 
in the half. Jefferson’s 
three-point play on a 
fastbreak gave Utah a 
seven point lead, and 
Millsap’s layup capped 
a 7-0 run to put the Juzz 
up 53-44 at the break .

Millsap made his 
first five shots and was 
6 of 7 at halftime with 
13 points.

Texas Tech hires 33-year old Kingsbury as coach
BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press

LUBBOCK, Texas — New Texas 
Tech coach Kliff Kingsbury has 
wanted to be back in Lubbock 
since he left a decade ago.

Late last week the former Red 
Raiders quarterback was watch-
ing film to prepare for Texas 
A&M’s game against Oklahoma 
in the Cotton Bowl and getting 
ready to accompany Aggies quar-
terback Johnny Manziel to New 
York, where he became the first 
freshman ever to win the Heis-
man Trophy.

On Saturday, the Texas Tech 
job came open when Tommy Tu-
berville left after three seasons to 
take the Cincinnati job.

The next day Texas Tech athlet-
ic director Kirby Hocutt talked to 
Kingsbury about the job twice.

“It’s just been a whirlwind but 
I couldn’t be happier, beyond 
ecstatic to be back. It feels like 
home,” Kingsbury said after land-
ing in Lubbock on Wednesday 
night. “This is where I wanted to 
be, it’s where I’ve wanted to be.”

Kingsbury and Hocutt met in 
Austin yesterday and the deal 
was sealed there Wednesday af-
ternoon. Hocutt announced the 
news with a video posted on Twit-
ter not long after.

“Wreck ‘em Tech,” Kingsbury 
said in the video, giving the 
school’s Guns Up sign when the 

camera panned to him.
Hocutt and Kingsbury agreed 

to a four-year deal, the terms 
of which have not been settled. 
Kingsbury will be formally intro-
duced at a news conference Fri-
day.

Kingsbury was the Aggies of-
fensive coordinator this year. If 
it was any other school, Kings-
bury said, he would have stayed 
at A&M.

“He understands,” Kingsbury 
said of Manziel. “He knows how 
I feel about him. He’s as good a 
player as I’ve ever seen and prob-
ably the fiercest competitor I’ve 
ever been around, so it was defi-
nitely hard with that. But this is 
where I belong.”

Kingbury was the first in a 
string of record-setting quarter-
backs for the Red Raiders under 
former coach Mike Leach. Kings-
bury passed for more than 12,000 
yards at Tech.

He has never been a head coach 
and at 33, he’ll be one of the young-
est in major college football.

Hocutt called him the “right fit” 
for Texas Tech.

“He’s prepared his whole life for 
this,” said Hocutt, who was the 
same age as Kingsbury when he 
got his first athletic director job at 
Ohio University. “He’s ready and 
I had no hesitation.”

Not long after Kingsbury was 
hired former Texas Tech receiver 

Danny Amendola, now with the 
St. Louis Rams, tweeted: “We jus 
got our swagger back. Wreck em 
TECH. Lets ride.”

Kingsbury flew back from Aus-
tin with Hocutt and other school 
administrators, who all were 
meeting with the university’s re-
gents late Wednesday.

Red Raiders fans never warmed 
to Tuberville. Texas Tech still 
emphasized the passing game and 
the spread offense under Tuber-
ville, but many Tech fans had a 
hard time getting past the firing 
of the popular Leach.

There’s no doubt about what 
kind of offense the Red Raiders 
will run now. Kingsbury has been 
part of some of the most prolific 
offenses in the country the past 
few years. His offenses spread the 
field and move quickly, favoring 
the up-tempo that is all the rage. 
Texas A&M is third in the na-
tion in total offense at 552 yards 
per game heading into the Cotton 
Bowl against Oklahoma.

Kingsbury will work with soph-
omore quarterback Michael Brew-
er, this season’s backup to Seth 
Doege. Brewer played high school 
football under Chad Morris, who 
Hocutt interviewed for the Red 
Raiders coaching job Tuesday in 
South Carolina. Hocutt later flew 
to Nashville, Tenn., to meet with 
Titans defensive coordinator Jer-
ry Gray.
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