
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

FORSAN — School trustees here hope 
to hire a contractor to oversee renova-
tion of the high school field house when 
they hold their monthly meeting at 7 
p.m. Monday in the administration wing 
board room.

Forsan Independent School District of-
ficials included $1 million in this year’s 
budget to pay for the renovation, which 
is expected to begin sometime next 
spring.

“We have substantial water leakage 
issues in the field house,” FISD Super-
intendent Randy Johnson said. “We’re 
talking about gutting and redesign-
ing the interior and building an addi-
tion which would allow for an officials’ 
dressing room and locker space for our 
sub-varsity teams.”

School officials also are discussing 
the possibility of adding an entrance 

and ticket booth to the football stadium, 
which is adjacent to the field house.

No firm timetable has been set for the 
project, Johnson noted.

“If all goes well, we may start on the 
renovation in either March or April,” he 
said. “The work will probably continue 
into the new school year. Hopefully, by 
November, it will be completed.”

Also Monday, trustees will meet with 
representatives of the investment bank-
ing company First Southwest to discuss 
possible bond issue scenarios.

FISD is moving toward calling for a 
bond election next year to finance con-
struction of a new campus to replace 
Elbow Elementary, which was built in 
1930 and renovated several times in sub-
sequent years. The new school would be 
located to property adjacent to the junior 
high/high school campus.

In other business Monday, trustees 
will consider:

• Appointment of a school health advi-

sory committee.
• A school board operating procedures 

manual.
• Reports from campus principals and 

district business manager.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 
263-7331 ext. 235.
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Courtesy photo

Laura mcEwen, left, and Drew mcEwen ceremoniously turn some earth during a tree-plant-
ing ceremony honoring former mayer Russ mcEwen at the City Aquatic Center. mcEwen 
died earlier this year.

Tree planting
honors former
mayor McEwen
By AmANDA DUFORAT
Special to the Herald

A memory will live on in Co-
manche Trail Park through 
a recently planted live oak 
tree.

Keep Big Spring 
Beautiful held a 
tree dedication in 
memory of former 
Big Spring Mayor 
Russ McEwen.

McEwen, an ad-
vocate of Keep Big 
Spring Beautiful, 
passed away Oct. 
21.

“As mayor, McEwen was 
the driving force in revital-
izing downtown and many 
other projects, which is why 
this kind of memorial seemed 
fitting,” said Teresa Darden, 
Keep Big Spring Beauti-

ful secretary. “Because he 
had such a vision of growth, 
KBSB wanted to honor him 
by planting a live oak tree in 
the Comanche Trail Park.”

The tree, which was McE-
wen’s favorite according to 
members of KBSB, is located 
at the intersection in front of 
the Big Spring Family Aquat-
ic Center. The aquatic center 
was one of his many accom-
plishments.

In addition to the planting 
of the live oak, the aquatic 
center was recently renamed 
Russ McEwen Family Aquat-
ic Center.

During the dedication, McE-
wen’s wife Laura McEwen, 
and son, Drew McEwen, were 
in attendance in addition to 
his mother-in-law Doraine 
Parks and members of KBSB.

McEwen

County to consider computer software upgrades
By THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Software will be on the 
minds of Howard County com-
missioners Monday morning, 
as the court meets to discuss 
a number items, including a 
possible upgrade to the pro-
grams used by county depart-
ments at the courthouse.

Commissioners are expect-
ed to discuss — and possibly 
take action — regarding a 
proposed upgrade to the com-

puter systems utilized by a 
number of different county 
offices. According to county 
officials, the upgrade would 
help bring the systems more 
up-to-date, as well as allow 
different departments to bet-
ter share information and 
data.

Also during Monday’s meet-
ing, commissioners are ex-
pected to consider:

• Presentation of apprecia-
tion for Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Emma Puga Brown, 

who will be leaving office af-
ter nearly two decades of ser-
vice at the end of 2012.

• Make an appointment to 
the County Historical Com-
mission.

• Consider a partnership 
agreement between the coun-
ty and Greater Opportunities 
of the Permian Basin Inc. 
Head Star program.

• Consider a contract with 
the Texas State Trapper.

• Review payment for the 
lease of land pertaining to the 

county’s radio tower.
• Hold an executive session 

to consider real estate op-
tions.

Commissioners are expect-
ed to meet with County Audi-
tor Jackie Olson during the 
meeting to discuss Invoices, 
purchase requests, proposed 
budget amendments and pre-
sentation of monthly finan-
cial reports.

County Treasurer Teresa 
Thomas is also expected to 
meet with the court to pres-

ent personnel considerations 
and a payroll report, while 
County Clerk Donna Wright 
is slated to present her de-
partment’s monthly report.

County Road and Bridge Ad-
ministrator Brian Klinksiek 
will also meet with the court 
to provide it with an update 
on county road maintenance 
and pipeline crossings.

The meeting will get under 
way at 10 a.m. on the third 
floor of the county court-
house. 

FISD eyes field house renovations



Allison Tamara Waddell
Allison Tamara Waddell, 28, 

passed away Nov. 29, 2012, in her 
sleep at her home in Big Spring.

Allison is survived by her moth-
er, Alice Lewis; siblings, Janet 
Jackson and husband Joe and 
their children, Brittany, Cassidy 
and Ethan, Trudy Harris and her 
children, Sky Ann and Ryan, Karl 
Jones and wife Heather and their 
children, Ella Rose and Collen, 

Trey Fairmen and son, James Robert; sister-in-law, 
J.C., mother of Logan, Skylar and Bralley Wilson; 
honorary sister, Kacie Carson; God children, Myda, 
Aaron, Jonathan, Tater and Jacob; grandmother, 
Henrietta Lewis; and various aunts and uncles and 
friends.

She was preceded in death by her brother, James 
Wilson; and grandfather, W.W. Lewis.

A celebration of life service will be held at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012, at First Baptist Church in 
Big Spring.

Paid obituary

Stephen ‘Steve’ Johnson
Stephen “Steve” Johnson, 51, of 

Big Spring died Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2012, at Medical Center Hospital 
in Odessa. A memorial service 
will be held at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
9, 2012, at Myers & Smith Chapel 
with Dr. Doug Shelley, pastor of 
Eastside Baptist Church, officiat-
ing.

He was born Dec. 4, 1961, in 
France to Muriel and Charles 
Johnson. He worked most of his 

life in the oilfield.  He also worked 
for B&E Roustabout and Robert Wash. He lived 
most of his life in Howard County and was a Bap-

tist.
He is survived by his wife, Tracy of Forsan; two 

daughters, Kami Saucedo and her husband Henry, 
and Kori Johnson Schumpert and her husband 
James, all of Big Spring; one son, Steven Johnson 
and his wife Jayme of Big Spring; three brothers, 
Eddie Johnson of Robert Lee, Shawn Anderson of 
Lubbock and Shane Anderson of Big Spring; one 
sister, Lafawn Johnson of Big Spring; and seven 
grandchildren, Brett, Micheala, Bradlee, Dylan, 
Kayden, Kyliegh  and Toby.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Muriel 
Johnson; and one brother, Carl Johnson.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Juana Louise Osborn
Juana Louise Osborn, 92, of Big 

Spring went home to be with her 
Lord, Friday, Dec. 7, 2012. Her ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 10, 2012, at the Nalley, 
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel 
with Ken McMeans, pastor of Col-
lege Baptist Church, officiating. 
Interment will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park. The family will 
receive friends from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 9, 2012, at the 

funeral home.
She was born Dec. 25, 1919 in Hamby, Texas. She 

married D.M. (Dock) Osborn Na. 17, 1938 in Alba-
ny, Texas. He preceded her in death on November 
8, 1982.

Juana was a receiving clerk for Montgomery 
Ward from 1965 to its closing in 1985. She and Dock 
came to Big Spring in 1943 and operated a grocery 
store and service station on West Highway 80 for 
45 years. 

She was a longtime member and Sunday School 
teacher at Airport Baptist Church and more recent-
ly at the First Church of the Nazarene. She was a de-
voted mother, grandmother and great-grandmoth-

er. She loved baseball and the Texas Longhorns.
Survivors include a daughter, Beverly Norman 

and husband James of Big Spring, and a son, Ron-
nie Osborn and wife Glenna, also of Big Spring. 
Juana had seven grandchildren: Leslie Harris and 
husband, Albert of San Angelo, Larrie Estes and 
husband, Greg of San Angelo, Craig Norman of 
Big Spring, Renea English and husband, Charles 
of Nashville, Tenn., Dusty Osborn of Big Spring, 
Ronna Robbins and husband, Brian of Austin, and 
Cody Osborn and wife, Taylor of Big Spring. She 
also had seven great-grandchildren, Makynsa and 
Karleigh Norman of Big Spring, Paisley Osborn of 
Big Spring, Brittni Coates of San Marcos, Garrett 
Coates of San Angelo, Haley Coates of San Angelo 
and Dylan English of Nashville, Tenn.

She was also preceded in death by a daughter Shir-
ley Ezell of Big Spring; an infant grandson, Robert 
Craig Norman; her parents; and all of her siblings.

The family suggests memorials be made to  Sa-
maritan’s Purse, P.O. Box 3000, Boone, N.C. 28607-
3000.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary
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Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Mon
12/10

48/28
Sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the upper
20s.

Sunrise:
7:37 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Tue
12/11

56/30
Sunny.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:37 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Wed
12/12

60/35
Sunny.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:38 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Thu
12/13

66/43
More sun
than clouds.
Highs in the
mid 60s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Fri
12/14

68/36
Clouds giv-
ing way to
sun . Highs
in the upper
60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Brownsville
70/47

Houston
55/34

Austin
55/31

Dallas
49/28

El Paso
53/30

Amarillo
41/18

San Antonio
57/35

Big Spring
48/28

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 45 27 pt sunny Kingsville 61 41 windy
Amarillo 41 18 sunny Livingston 52 30 cloudy
Austin 55 31 pt sunny Longview 49 30 cloudy
Beaumont 56 35 t-storm Lubbock 45 21 sunny
Brownsville 70 47 rain Lufkin 52 33 cloudy
Brownwood 50 27 windy Midland 50 30 sunny
Corpus Christi 59 41 windy Raymondville 63 43 rain
Corsicana 49 27 pt sunny Rosenberg 54 33 cloudy
Dallas 49 28 pt sunny San Antonio 57 35 pt sunny
Del Rio 59 38 windy San Marcos 56 31 pt sunny
El Paso 53 30 sunny Sulphur Springs 49 27 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 48 32 sunny Sweetwater 46 28 pt sunny
Gainesville 45 22 pt sunny Tyler 51 31 pt sunny
Greenville 47 24 pt sunny Weatherford 46 23 pt sunny
Houston 55 34 cloudy Wichita Falls 45 23 pt sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 67 46 rain Minneapolis 17 15 mst sunny
Boston 59 39 rain New York 60 43 rain
Chicago 32 21 pt sunny Phoenix 64 40 sunny
Dallas 49 28 pt sunny San Francisco 67 50 sunny
Denver 36 19 cloudy Seattle 47 44 pt sunny
Houston 55 34 cloudy St. Louis 35 25 pt sunny
Los Angeles 73 50 sunny Washington, DC 68 46 rain
Miami 82 71 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Last
Dec 6

New
Dec 13

First
Dec 20

Full
Dec 28

UV Index
Mon

12/10
3

Moderate

Tue
12/11

3
Moderate

Wed
12/12

3
Moderate

Thu
12/13

3
Moderate

Fri
12/14

3
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Jose Chavez
Jose Chavez, 30, of Garden City, Texas, was killed 

in an automobile accident Nov. 29, 2012.
He was born Feb. 24, 1982 in Rio Verde, San Luis 

Potosi, Mexico, to Jose Jesus Chavez and the late 
Maria Del Rosario Torres de Chavez.

 He began working at Eco-Drip Irrigation as a 
warehouse helper eventually became warehouse 
manager. He enjoyed hunting, dancing and barbe-
cuing.

He is survived by his wife, Myra Chavez Salcedo 
of Garden City; sons, Cesar Alejandro Chavez Vil-
lareal and Jesus Chavez Villareal of Garden City; 
daughter, Genisis Chavez Salcedo of Garden City; 
father, Jose Jesus Chavez of Stanton; brother, 
Jose Guadalupe Chavez Torres and wife, Angelica 
Chavez of Garden City; sister, Maria Concepcion 

Chavez de Mateo and husband, Tomas Mateo Cruz 
of Acuna, Mexico; paternal grandparents, Pablo 
Chavez and Bartola Rodriquez of Acuna, Mexico;  
and several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Maria 
Del Rosario Torres de Chavez; and an uncle Jose 
Guadalupe Chavez Rodriguez.

Viewing was held at Stanton Memorial Funeral 
Home, 408 St. Peter St., on Thursday, Dec. 5. Fu-
neral were Friday, Dec. 7, 2012, at St. Lawrence 
Church, with interment following at the Garden 
City Cemetery in Garden City.

In lieu of flowers, donations are suggested to be 
sent to either or both of the accounts that have been 
set up for the family at Garden City Bank, P.O. Box 
90, Garden City, Texas 79739.

• There will be a Christmas Sale from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday at My Redeemer Church, 1008 
Birdwell Lane. A wide variety of gifts for people of 
all ages will be available, most for between $1 and 
$5.

• Whiting Oil and Gas Big Spring employees are 
organizing a food drive to help families in need 
throughout the community. The drive will be held 
through Dec. 20. Food donations (non-perishable) 
can be dropped off at the Whiting Big Spring Field 
Office, 5306 South Service Road. For more informa-
tion, call the local office at 432-264-0004 and ask for 
Cindy Klaus, Vickie Reynolds or Mark Strickland.

• An account for Bill Griffen has been established 
at the Big Spring Education Employees Federal 
Credit Union, 1110 Benton. Griffen, a Big Spring 
resident, recently passed away and the family is in 
need of funds for funeral arrangements.

• An account has been set up at Western Bank for 
Kristen Lasater and family, who lost their home to a 
house fire Monday afternoon. The account number, 
for those wanting to make a donation, is 1004597. 

• An account has been set up at Citizen’s Credit 
Union for Emma Leos, who was recently diagnosed 
with colon cancer.

• Jo Anna Bailey, an aide for many years at Wash-

ington Elementary School, has been diagnosed 
with cancer. A medical donation account has been 
established for her at the Big Spring Education 
Credit Union, located at 1110 Benton. Your generos-
ity will enable her to have much-needed tests and 
treatment.

• Compass Hospice is in need of your help. If 
you would be interested in offering your love and 
God’s comfort to those who are suffering, or to their 
families, contact Michelle Coutermarsh at 263-5999 
or come by 602 S. Main. Volunteers are needed in 
many categories including patient care. You may 
give as much or as little time as you wish. Any 
amount of time is greatly appreciated. Training is 
offered free of charge.

www.bigspringherald.com
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One of  Texas’ best source of  Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 (432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947
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• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

      PARKHILL
    TERRACE

       APARTMENTS
   800 W. Marcy Drive

       263-5555       267-5444 23
13

77

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Stephen “Steve” 
Johnson, 51, died 
Thursday.  A memorial 
service will be held at 4 
p.m. Sunday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Playing for Keeps 
Sun.: (Digital) 
2:25  5:00  7:35

The Twilight Saga: Breaking 
Dawn Part 2 (PG-13) (Digital)
Sun.: 1:00 4:00 7:00  

Rise of the Guardians 
3D Sun.: 2:30 7:20
Digital 4:55

235204

ADVANCE TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR
 THE TWILIGHT SAGA MARATHON AND

BREAKING DAWN PART 1.

A traffic accident near 
the 2000 block of W. 
Fourth Street sent two 
people to the emer-
gency room at Scenic 
Mountain Medical 
Center Friday at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. According 
to law enforcement offi-
cers at the scene, the 
driver of the blue sedan 
— a young woman — 
was traveling east on W. 
Fourth Street when the 
male driver of the black 
Nissan ran the stop sign 
at the intersection and 
hit the sedan, sending 
it into a roll. According 
to witnesses, the sedan 
rolled approximately 
three times before pre-
cariously coming to rest 
mere inches at the top 
of a nearby drainage 
ravine.

HERALD photo/
Thomas Jenkins

Texas news in brief
Officials won’t 
say why Texas 
driver isn’t 
charged

LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) 
— Officials in a West 
Texas city where four 
wounded veterans died 
when a train hit their 
parade float wouldn’t 
say Friday why they 
won’t pursue criminal 
charges against the 
driver.

City spokeswoman 
Sara Higgins said the 
police report isn’t fin-
ished but investigators 
“wanted to get it out” 
that Midland resident 
Dale Andrew Hayden, 
50, won’t be charged.

She said the reasons 
against filing charges 
would be explained in 
the completed report, 
which is expected to be 
done within the next 
week. The report will 
then go to the district at-
torney, Higgins said.

Hayden was driving a 
flatbed truck carrying 
wounded veterans and 
their wives in a Nov. 15 
parade when it was hit 
by a Union Pacific train 
traveling 62 mph. The 
National Transporta-
tion Safety Board says 
Hayden ventured onto 
the track after the warn-
ing signals started flash-
ing and before the arms 
had descended.

The NTSB said the 
device was activated 
within 20 seconds of the 
train’s arrival, the mini-
mum standard required 
by federal regulations. 
However, Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
documents made pub-
lic last month indicate 
that the device was de-
signed to activate at 30 
seconds.

Midland County pros-
ecutor Steve Stallings 
said the district attor-
ney’s office would re-
view the report and a 
decision on potential 
charges would come af-
terward.

1 dead, 3 
wounded at 
teen’s party 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) 
— One person is dead 
and three more wound-
ed after gunfire erupted 
at a teenager’s birthday 
party south of San Anto-
nio in Bexar County.

Sheriff’s deputies 

tell the San Antonio 
Express-News (bit.ly/
TRTu9E1) the shootings 
occurred after 3 a.m. 
Saturday as a man tried 
to break a fight involv-
ing two women. Anoth-
er man who may be the 
boyfriend of one of the 
women a gun and fatally 
shot the man trying to 
break up the fight.

Bexar Sheriff’s Sgt. 
Raymond Pollard says 
the gunman fired again 
toward the house, hit-
ting a 13-year-old girl 
in the head and person 
another in the shoulder. 
The third injured per-
son was hit in the head 
with the weapon.

Names of the people 
involved were not im-
mediately released.

The gunman fled and 
is being sought.

13 bodies found 
in vehicles in 
northern Mexico

MEXICO CITY (AP) 
— Police found the mu-
tilated bodies of 13 peo-
ple inside two vehicles 
abandoned in separate 
towns of the northern 
border state of Tamauli-
pas, an official said Fri-
day.

Authorities first found 
the cut-up bodies of two 
women and three men 
late Thursday in a po-
tato chip delivery truck 
abandoned in the park-
ing lot of a supermarket 
in the town of El Mante, 
a Tamaulipas state of-
ficial said. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because he was not al-
lowed to talk about the 
case.

The official said police 
also found a threaten-
ing message allegedly 
signed by the Gulf drug 
cartel.

An hour later, police 
found eight bodies in the 

town of Soto la Marina 
along with a message al-
leging the victims were 
members of the Gulf 
cartel.

Northeastern Mexico 
along the border with 
Texas has been a war 
zone of shootouts and 
gruesome mass killings 
as the Zetas and Gulf 
drug cartels battle each 
other in the states of 
Coahuila, Nuevo Leon 
and Tamaulipas — a 
region that is home to 
cattle ranches, sorghum 
fields and the industrial 
city of Monterrey. 

The Zetas were hit 
men for the Gulf cartel 
until they split in 2010, 
unleashing their bloody 
war.

In Coahuila on Friday, 
police found the bodies 
of four men hanging 
from a highway over-
pass in the capital city 
of Saltillo.

Coahuila state secu-
rity spokesman Sergio 
Sisbeles said the victims 
had been tortured and 
had their feet and hands 
bound with duct tape. 
None had been shot and 
authorities were still 
trying to determine the 
cause of death, he said.

Straus promises 
$2B in extra 
public-school 
funding

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) 
— Texas House Speak-
er Joe Straus said Fri-
day he’s committed to 

pumping billions of dol-
lars back into the state’s 
public schools, even 
though the Legislature 
approved historically 
deep cuts just last year.

In an interview with 
The Associated Press, 
the San Antonio Repub-
lican said “we will fund 
enrollment growth go-
ing forward,” which he 
estimated will be a $2 
billion item when law-
makers head back to 
work Jan. 8.

“The good news is 
we’re dedicated to doing 
that, committed to do-
ing that,” Straus said.

Texas’ booming popu-
lation means its current 
5 million-plus public 
school enrollment in-
creases by as much as 
80,000 every year. 

But the 2011 legislative 
session failed to provide 
enough new funding 
to keep up with enroll-
ment, instead passing 
$5.4 billion in overall 
cuts to public education 
and classroom grant pro-
grams for things such 
as pre-kindergarten 
programs — sparking 
the state’s first decrease 
in per-student spending 
since World War II.

Straus wouldn’t say he 
will push to find the ad-
ditional $5.4 billion nec-
essary to roll back all of 
those funding cuts. 

He did say, though, 
that since Texas’ econ-
omy has weathered the 
recession and is strong 
again, lawmakers have 

more options.

Newborn found 
dead in Walmart 
restroom 

KILLEEN, Texas (AP) 
— Police have ordered 
an autopsy on a newly 
born infant found dead 
in a restroom at a Cen-
tral Texas department 
store near Fort Hood.

A Killeen police state-
ment says an employee 
at a Walmart Super-
store in Killeen found 
the newly born child not 
breathing in a women’s 

restroom at the store 
Friday afternoon.

Bell County Justice 
of the Peace Bill Cooke 
pronounced the child 
dead shortly after 2 p.m. 
Friday. Police spokes-
woman Carroll Smith 
gave no information on 
the child’s gender or 
other description of the 
infant’s condition. 

However, she said po-
lice are appealing for the 
mother to seek medical 
attention immediately 
or contact police, who 
will help in getting her 
medical attention.



Like most of the great 
ideas at our house, my 
wife birthed it — treat-
ing kids and grandkids 

to a short cruise in lieu of gifts 
for Christmas. The affirming 
vote was unanimous. Behold-
ing the wide-eyed 
wonderment of a 
half-dozen grand-
children, ages 5-11, 
taking on first-
time experiences 
was priceless. 
Initially a “bucket 
list” item, it now 
is a gift we’d like 
to re-open again — 
at least for as long 
as loved ones want 
to go.

Like much of life, the outing is 
memorable for a few big things 
and a multitude of small ones. 
(The youngsters were transfixed 
by Galveston’s massive Mardi 
Gras arch stretching across 
Ship’s Mechanic Row, in front of 
the historic Tremont House ho-
tel. Erected initially to signal the 
beginning of Mardi Gras, it is 
now lighted nightly throughout 
the year. Galveston’s 102nd such 
event — the largest in Texas — 
is scheduled Feb. 1-12, 2013, with 
more than a quarter-million visi-
tors expected.)

Inside the hotel, children’s 
eyes locked on the gingerbread 
replica of the storied Tremont 
House….

*****
The trip was not without 

trauma, however brief. Addison, 
a kindergartner, was on the edge 
of panic when her first loose 
tooth wobbled, more “out than 
in.” Surrounding dinner guests 
cheered when her dad gently 
removed it, turning tears into a 
big smile seconds later.

Strains of “All I Want for 
Christmas” erupted — lyrics 
were changed, of course, to “one 
front tooth.”

Tooth fairy questions abound-
ed, with Carnival personnel 
assuring her that the fluttering 

fairies always are welcome on 
board. There was no shortage of 
well-wishers wanting to supply 
coins, and they had to get her a 
bigger pillow….

*****
Meal times were most spe-

cial—for more than the obvious 
reasons. We found ourselves 
stealing peeks at the children 
who had migrated to “their 
table,” adjacent to ours.  

Ben and Jonah inhaled cheese-
burgers and shrimp cocktail 
at almost every meal. (Jonah 
expressed amazement that they 
can “give us all of this for free!”) 
Most of the “grands” passed on 
fancy dishes, opting for burg-
ers, pizzas and grilled cheese 
sandwiches instead. Fruit Loops 
— not eggs benedict — was their 
breakfast choice. (An exception 
was youngest grandson Ke-
dren, who ordered mostly adult 
dishes, including “alligator frit-
ters.”)

Juliana, always with EpiPen 
nearby to counter nut allergy 
reactions, was most impressed 
that the waitperson always 
guided her toward “safe” menu 
choices and always knew her 
name….

*****
They went different directions 

during Carnival Triumph’s day-
long docking in Cozumel. Some 
snorkeled in the crystal-clear 
waters; others “kissed” — and 
rode — dolphins.

All three grandgirls returned 
to the ship with braids in hair. 
(Eliminate braiding in Cozumel, 
and the tourist trade tumbles.)

One granddaughter said her 
“braider” has “the fastest fingers 
in the West,” then asked, “Are 
we still in the West?”…

*****
Our final night on ship, we 

gathered on the outdoor pool 
deck to watch the Dallas Cow-
boys eke out a win over the 
Philadelphia Eagles. A giant full 
moon loomed large above the 
giant screen.

The ship bobbed gently, and 

the screen sometimes blotted out 
the moon.

“How do they make the moon 
bounce like that?” Kedren 
wanted to know….

*****
The children, marveling at 

the courteous conduct of crew 
members, were in awe of their 
dedication to supporting spouses 
and children “back home.”

Such teaching moments about 
human kindness abounded.

Cell phones were abandoned; 
“eye to eye” contact was com-
mon. Questions were freely ex-
pressed and warmly answered….

*****
Upon debarkation, we drove 

around Galveston one last 
time—for this visit, anyway. 
Few cities abound in more his-
tory, and no cruise port more 
warrants tying on a few more 
days, fore or aft.

It was a beautiful December 
day. The sun-splashed beach 
seemed to beg—as the children 
put it—“for just one more hour.” 
We caved. Brittin got to build 
her sandcastle, and to utter a 
classic twist-of-tongue: “I got 
toes between my sand.” Other 
“grands” swam in the surf--albe-
it a bit nippy-- doable for them 
and unthinkable for us.

The children also wanted 
another look at the huge Sam 
Houston statue, adjacent to I-45 
near Huntsville….

*****
Such a family outing provides 

bonding at its best.
Memories are locked in, rela-

tionships strengthened, under-
standing heightened and curiosi-
ties satisfied.

Maybe this should be a “barrel 
list” item, always rotating back 
to the top.

Dr. Newbury is a speaker in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. 
Speaking inquiries/comments 
to: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Phone: 817-447-3872. Twitter: @
donnewbury. Web site: www.
speakerdoc.com.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

letter policies

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or a return address will not be consid-
ered.

• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.
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erald.com
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All I want for Christmas is ...

We need to reform the tax system

When is tone deafness scarier than 
cancer? When medical ethicists 
and respected independent re-
searchers refer to the abysmal 

failure of the state cancer agency to recognize 
the need to remove tumorous politics and cro-
nyism from its handling of multi-million-dol-
lar grants.

The Cancer Prevention and Research Insti-
tute of Texas is a veritable Venn diagram of 
conflicts of interest. Last summer it had to re-
scind a $20 million grant to a group led by the 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center after challenges 
to the integrity of its review process. Earlier 
this week, it admitted it approved an $11 mil-
lion grant in 2010 without review.

A board of politically and commercially con-
nected appointees of Gov. Rick Perry is run-
ning roughshod over the agency’s scientists, 
to the usual self-serving rah-rahs of the ex-yell 
leader in the governor’s mansion. The interfer-
ence has been so blatant that the chief science 
advisers, two Nobel laureates, and more than 
30 of the top-rank out-of-state researchers who 
served on its review panels have quit in dis-
gust.

This agency, authorized in 2007 by voters to 
issue and spend up to $3 billion in bonds, has 
about $2 billion of that to go. It simply cannot 
be permitted to continue its wanton cupidity 
and high-handedness under the guise of fight-
ing cancer.

The real cancer here is the agenda of the po-
litically appointed oversight committee. Leg-
islators convening in January should conduct 
a head-to-toe examination of the agency’s ac-
tions. They should follow up with a clear set of 
workable rules that put science and the public 
trust first and protect the agency’s important 
determinations from reproach.

— Beaumont Enterprise

Cancer agency
needs cure, too

Pundits, economists, poli-
ticians and Americans 
from every walk of life 
have been discussing the 

rapidly approach-
ing fiscal cliff that 
the country is 
poised to go over 
on Jan. 1. People 
are understand-
ably both scared 
and frustrated.

Recently, I wrote 
about the effects of 
higher tax rates on 
the small business-
es we depend on 
to create new jobs. 
Raising tax rates 
on these job creators would be 
bad for our ailing economy and 
depressing news for the more 
than 20 million Americans who 
are seeking full-time work. 

Fortunately there’s a better 
way.

It has been proven time and 
again that lowering taxes for 
everyone results in higher rev-
enues. If we enact lower, flatter 
tax rates for everyone, we would 
accomplish the goal of a fairer, 
simpler tax system, which would 
be a catalyst for faster economic 
growth. Small businesses have 
historically invested in their 
companies and grown their busi-
nesses – resulting in increased 
hiring.

The facts about the effects of 
lower tax rates on economic 
growth seem to have been forgot-
ten during the past four years. 
In fact, every major tax reduc-
tion program since the Kennedy 
Administration’s tax cuts has 
been followed by a substantial 
increase in revenue and solid 
economic growth.

During the Reagan adminis-
tration, when income tax and 
capital gains tax rates were 
reduced dramatically, not only 
did our economy grow rapidly 
(more than double the rate of the 
previous four years), federal tax 
revenues increased by 60 per-
cent. At the same time, the share 

of federal taxes paid by the top 10 
percent of incomes increased.  

Likewise, the 2003 Bush tax 
cuts were followed by 52 con-
secutive months of healthy 
economic growth and generated 
a massive increase in federal 
tax revenue. From 2004 to 2007, 
federal tax revenue increased by 
$780 billion (44 percent), the larg-
est four-year increase in Ameri-
can history.

Four years after the start of the 
worst economic meltdown since 
the Great Depression, we are tee-
tering on the verge of returning 
to recession, and the threat of 
higher taxes is partly to blame. 
Survey after survey of business 
owners and managers in the past 
year revealed that they are hold-
ing back on expansion and new 
hiring because they don’t know 
what to expect from Washington 
and they’re afraid that much 
higher taxes are what’s coming. 

Nevertheless, President 

Obama’s plan is to increase 
taxes by $1.6 trillion over the 
next decade, with much of this 
new revenue to be taken from 
smaller businesses. 

The president says he’s willing 
to talk about fundamental tax 
reforms … later.  

But he is insisting on im-
mediate tax increases on small 
businesses and those who make 
more than $200,000 ($250,000 for 
joint filers).  

Most Americans understand 
that raising taxes is bad for eco-
nomic growth.  

Members of Congress under-
stand this, too.  

Earlier this year, Congress 
considered President Obama’s 
2013 budget plan which was 
(no surprise) based on raising 
taxes by about $1.6 trillion.  The 
surprise was that not a single 
Member of Congress in either 
political party voted for the 
president’s budget.     

The president is now trying to 
force a false choice on Congress 
and our country. Either Con-
gress votes to raise taxes right 
away on those making more 
than $200,000 – including small 
businesses –  or he will allow 
higher taxes to take effect for 
everyone on Jan. 1. This would 
help to lock in historically high 
levels of federal spending for 
years to come. Unfortunately, it 
would also be a major setback 
for our real critical national 
priorities – the economy and out-
of-control deficits.

There’s still time for the presi-
dent and congressional leaders 
to avoid taking the country over 
a financial cliff.  

This is also the right moment 
for a fundamental restructur-
ing of our tax system that will 
energize our economy.  But the 
window of opportunity for boost-
ing economic growth is closing 
quickly.

Kay Bailey Hutchison, a Repub-
lican, is the senior U.S. senator 
from Texas.

Thanks for giving
To the editor:
I would like to take this opportunity to say, “Thank 

you” to everyone who helped make the first Adopt a 
Military Hero-Howard County’s Christmas for the 
Troops program a huge success. The outpouring of 
donations and volunteers was just incredible.

With the help of our many volunteers, we gath-
ered, sorted, counted and packed boxes for more 
than 400 our our deployed military this year.

I’m so proud to be from a community which gives 
back so generously. Thank you, Big Spring, Coa-
homa, Forsan, Gail, Garden City and everywhere 
in between for your help. We even had volunteers 
from Knoxville, Tenn. and Guffey, Colo.!

God bless you all and have a wonderful Christmas 
with friends and family, knowing you have helped 
make the Christmas season a little brighter for 
more than 400 men and women in uniform.

Debbie Burrow
Big Spring

Howard County’s Christmas for the Troops

Four years after the 
start of the worst eco-
nomic meltdown since 
the Great Depression, 
we are teetering on 
the verge of returning 
to recession, and the 
threat of higher taxes 
is partly to blame. 
Survey after survey of 
business owners and 
managers in the past 
year revealed that 
they are holding back 
on expansion and new 
hiring because they 
don’t know what to ex-
pect from Washington 
and they’re afraid that 
much higher taxes are 
what’s coming. 
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Christmas

Layaway
Pickup Is

Friday, 
December 14th

Merry Christmas!

201 W. Marcy Dr.
432-267-3363

23
59

85

Retirement Reception
After 31 years of serving the community as a 

State Farm Agent, it’s time to retire!
We would like to invite everyone to stop by to 

celebrate this special time.
Tuesday, December 11th

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
801 E. FM 700

Big Spring, TX                     263-1275

24
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Courtesy photos

At top, Big Spring 
State Hospital Vol-
unteer Kathy Salazar 
greets friends outside 
The Chalet Resale 
Shop prior to the 25th 
anniversary and ribbon 
cutting held recently to 
honor The Chalet’s 25 
years of service to the 
Big Spring community 
and to the hospital’s 
patients. At bottom, 
JoBeth Corwin, left, and 
Ruth Nanny, cut the 
ribbon to kick off the 
festivities.

The shop, located 
at 115 E. Second St., 
sells secondhand cloth-
ing and household 
items. Proceeds benefit 
BSSH residents and vol-
unteer services. 

Silver AnniversaryClub news
Keep Big Spring Beautiful

Keep Big Spring Beautiful met Monday in the Cac-
tus Room at Howard College. President Jan Hansen 
called the meeting to order and gave the invoca-
tion.

Revised by-laws were presented and minor chang-
es were approved, the new by-laws were accepted 
and committee reports were given.

Johnny Womack and Bobby McDonald chaired 
our e-waste project at the landfill with great results. 
We especially thank the Howard College Diplomats 
for their help in packing the donations. Kudos to the 
community for a super response to help de-clutter 
our town and save space in our landfill — 15 tons of 
e-waste was collected.

Sandra Rhodes-Bartlett and Tammy DePauw 
reported on the “Doing Your Part” project. It was 
agreed to streamline the program in January. A 
training session is set at the Chamber of Commerce 
office this week. Hansen said we need to plan fund-
raising efforts soon after the new year.

The meeting then adjourned to the City Aquatic 
Center, where we met the family of Russ McEwen 
and dedicated a newly planted tree in the former 
mayor’s honor. A memorial bench will soon be lo-
cated by the tree. We remember Russ as a devoted 
advocate of KBSB.

Our next meeting will be held at noon Jan. 7, 2013, 
in the Cactus Room. Come start off the new year 
with our group. Volunteers are always welcome.

Big Spring Area Retired 
Teachers Association

The Big Spring Area Retired Teachers Associa-
tion will meet a week earlier than usual because of 
the Christmas holiday. This month’s meeting will 
be at 11:30 a.m. Monday in the Cactus Room at How-
ard College.

Lon Sitton, director of the church choir at East 
Fourth Street Baptist Church, will present a pro-
gram of Christmas music. Despite being unable to 
see, Mr. Sitton is extraordinarily gifted musically.

Any interested persons in the Big Spring area are 
welcome to attend the association’s meetings. After 
a Dutch treat meal at 11:30 a.m., the meeting and 
program will begin at noon.

Support groups
MONDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-

ing, noon-1 p.m., 615 Settles.

• PEP — Parent Education Program for CPS par-
ticipating and non-participating parents, single 
parent, grandparents, adoptive or fostering parents. 
Every first and fourth Monday of the month from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Northside Community Center. 
Classes are free. For information, call 263-2673.

•  VA Alcoholics Anonymous support group, 7-8 
p.m., Veterans Healing Center.

• Take Pounds Off Sensibly (TOPS) TX 0021 meets 
at First Christian Church at 10th and Goliad, in the 
dining hall on the east side of the building. Weigh-
in starts at 5 p.m. and meeting starts at 5:30 p.m. 
We have a different program each week.  For more 
information, please call 213-1342 or  263-6819.

• Circle of Hope, a Celebrate Recovery group, 
meets at 6:30-8 p.m. at Spring Creek Fellowship, 
located in the College Park Shopping Center. Cel-
ebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery pro-
gram dealing with life’s hang-ups, hurts and hab-
its, covering many areas. Circle of Hope group is 
a ministry of Spring Creek Fellowship. For further 
information, contact Dale at 432-270-8462.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring and Snyder Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Senior Center at 
10:30 a.m. the second Tuesday of the month. This is 
a group for all Parkinson’sdisease patients, spouses 
and caregivers. For more information about the 
support group or about Parkinson’s Disease, con-
tact Jo Bidwell at the Lubbock APDA office at 806-
785-0942.
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‘Tis the Season for a Great Deal on a Chevy!*
2012 Avalanche LTZ

2012 Sonic LT or LTZ 2012 Colorado

2012 Cruze 2012 Malibu

2012 Silverado 2500 Crew Cab

$500 Customer Cash & 0% APR*

$500 Customer Cash OR 0% APR*
$3000 Customer Cash OR 0% APR*

$1500 Customer Cash OR 1.9% APR*

$2500 Customer Cash OR 0% APR*
$4500 Customer Cash OR 0% APR*

Chevy’s Giving More

See Our Ad Listings @ pollardchevy.com

Chevy’s Giving More

POLLARD
Chevrolet

More Standard Equipment Excellent Local Service

1501 E. 4th (432) 267-7421See Dealer For Details
*Or 0% For 72 Months For Qualified Buyers

241301

997 E. FM 700
432-267-1480

Mon.-Fri.
9:30 am-5:30 pm

www.thekaratpatch.com The Karat Patch - Big Spring, Texas

Keep up with the
latest designs and

deals at our
Facebook and Google 

Business Page.

an Us!

You Don’t Have To Wait! We Have CUSTOM In Stock!
Unique, Custom “One Of-A-Kinds” Inventory.

Rare & Precious Gems From Around The Globe!

Handmade Custom Rutilated
And Crystal Quartz Jewelry

Custom Oilfield
Jewelry Line

Custom Christian
Jewelry Line

Custom Lone Star Cut
Gemstone JewelryCustom Bible

Coin Jewelry

Handmade Custom
Drusy Quartz Jewelry

235909

Come See Our Gift Shop!

Heritage Museum
510 Scurry                          432-267-8255

Texas-Style Ornaments

Large Variety of Ornaments

New Jewelry
& Purses

And Much More!

241298

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Your One Stop Shop

for
Christmas Gifts!

Voted Best Hardware Store,
Build Supplies & 

Lumber Supplies In 2012

1900 E. FM 700
432-263-7441 235903
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Inspirations
Flowers & Gifts
Gifts For All!

* A variety of fun
  Stocking Stuffers.
* Christmas Invitations
   Napkins, etc.

1410 Scurry                   263-8323

241374

Maribel’s
Handbags & More

• Handbags   • Jewelry
• Accessories
& Much More!

Holiday Hours
Monday - Saturday

10 am - 5:30 pm

1601 E. FM 700
432-714-4630

235916

Kitty Galore’s
Vintage Store

& More

Wear your Best Christmas Sweater 
when you shop now thru Christmas and

receive 10% OFF your purchase!

*� � inne� � � &� � aint�
� � � � ewel� y
*� � � � � e�

*� L� Bella� Candle�
*� � � � en� � � Cl� thin�
*� � � � � M� ch� � � � Li� t!

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Every Saturday (Dec. Only); 10:00 am-3:00 pm

704 Main St. www.facebook.com/KittyGaloreVintageStore

24
12

82

Our Sterling Silver
Veneto Sets Make Great

Christmas Gifts!

23
59

11

Picture Perfect
Scrapbooking

* Place Custom Christmas
   Orders Early!

* Gift Certificates 
   Available

108 W. Marcy
432-264-9333

235918

Elrod’s Furniture
has all your 

shopping needs for 
the  Christmas 

Season -
• Furniture

• Decorative Home Items
• Gift Certificates

& Much More!
235914

2309 Scurry St.
432-267-8491

Open Late Tuesdays &
Thursdays until 7 pm

Up to 50% Off on selected
items now thru Christmas!

We have something for
everyone!

Regular Hours: Wednesday & Friday 11:30am-6pm
Saturday 1pm-5pm

1912 Scurry 432-213-1147

24
13
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    Merry  
Christmas 

Big Spring, TX 
432.263.8344 

Holiday Gift Ideas 

50%
OFF

EVERYTHING!
Excluding Fabric & Ribbon

Alley Kat Designs
305 S. Main

432-714-4670
236003

These Local Merchants
will fulfill your 

“Last Minute”
Shopping Needs!



NatioN/World8A Big Spring Herald
Sunday, December 9, 2012

BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 

IDAHO 
POTATOES

69¢

FISHER SLICED ALMONDS
5-OZ.

ZESTA CRACKERS 
16-OZ. BOX                                           
   CAVANAUGH SAUSAGE  
PINEAPPLE BACON - 2.5-LBS.                                                                
                                                                     J. HIGGS CHIPS
2.5-OZ. BAG 

KRAFT PHILALDELPHIA CREAM CHEESE

WELCHS GRAPE COCKTAIL
64-OZ.                                                                                              
WHITE QUESO CHEESE
5-LB. BAG
DRINKING WATER
12-PK.-16-OZ.

ORANGES
4-LB. BAG

SHURFINE
CRANBERRY SAUCE

238287

Sale Starts
December 10th

Sale Ends
December 15th

89¢

99¢

79¢

99¢

$499

$129

$229

$4/100

99¢

99¢

6/$100

5-LB. BAG

LB.

15-OZ. CAN

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288

24
03
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We Accept Pre-Need Plans From
Other Funeral Homes.

News in world
Supreme Court will review Calif. 
ban on same-sex marriage, 
federal law targeting gay couples

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court is 
taking a potentially historic look at same-sex mar-
riage by agreeing to hear two cases that challenge 
governments’ different treatment of gay Ameri-
cans.

The focus in one case is California’s constitu-
tional amendment that forbids same-sex marriage. 
The other case deals with a federal law that denies 
to those who can marry legally the right to obtain 
federal benefits that are available to heterosexual 
married couples.

Supreme Court cases often take twists and turns 
that limit the scope of the eventual decision. But the 
justices’ action on Friday gives them the chance to 
say whether gay Americans have the same consti-
tutional right to marry as heterosexuals.

The court is embarked on what could be its most 
significant term involving civil rights in decades. 
In the area of racial discrimination, the justices 
already have agreed to decide cases on affirmative 
action in admission to college and a key part of the 
Voting Rights Act. The gay marriage cases proba-
bly will be argued in March and decisions in all the 
court’s cases are likely by the end of June.

The order from the court extends a dizzying pace of 
change regarding gay marriage that includes rapid 
shifts in public opinion, President Barack Obama’s 
endorsement in May and votes in Maine, Maryland 
and Washington in November to allow gay couples 
to marry. Same-sex couples in Washington began 
picking up marriage licenses on Thursday.

Obama’s request for $60.4 billion 
in Superstorm Sandy aid could 
face congressional hurdles

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama’s 
proposal for $60.4 billion in federal aid for states hit 
by Superstorm Sandy adds a huge new item to an 
end-of-year congressional agenda already packed 
with controversy.

The president’s request to Congress on Friday fol-
lowed weeks of discussions with lawmakers and of-
ficials from New York, New Jersey and other affect-
ed states who requested significantly more money, 
but generally praised the president’s request as 
they urged Congress to adopt it without delay.

“It’s not everything we wanted, but it’s close 
enough,” said Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.

Pushing the request through Congress in the few 
weeks left before lawmakers adjourn at the end of 
the year will be no easy task. Washington’s atten-
tion is focused on the looming fiscal cliff of expir-
ing Bush-era tax cuts and automatic spending cuts 
to the Pentagon and domestic programs set to begin 
at the end of the year. And tea party House Repub-
licans are likely to press for budget cuts elsewhere 

to offset some or even all disaster costs.
Those complications raised the prospects that the 

measure will be delayed in whole or in part until 
next year, although Schumer said the goal is to get 
it done by Dec. 31.

U.S. tells U.N. it has detained 
over 200 teens in Afghan prison 
for about a year at a time

NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. military has detained 
more than 200 Afghan teenagers who were captured 
in the war for about a year at a time at a military 
prison next to Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan, the 
United States has told the United Nations.

The U.S. State Department characterized the de-
tainees held since 2008 as “enemy combatants” in a 
report sent every four years to the United Nations 
in Geneva updating U.S. compliance with the U.N. 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The U.S. military had held them “to prevent a 
combatant from returning to the battlefield,” the 
report said.

A few are still confined at the Detention Facility 
in Parwan, which will be turned over to the Afghan 
government, it said. “Many of them have been re-
leased or transferred to the Afghan government,” 
said the report, distributed this week.

Most of the juvenile Afghan detainees were about 
16 years old, but their age was not usually deter-
mined until after capture, the U.S. report said.

Ex-Fla. Gov. Charlie Crist tweets 
he’s ‘proud and honored to 
join the Democratic Party’

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — Former Florida 
Gov. Charlie Crist, who was elected the state’s 
chief executive as a Republican and then ran un-
successfully for the U.S. Senate as an independent, 
announced on Twitter that he’s switching to the 
Democratic Party.

The announcement Friday night fanned specula-
tion that Crist would seek to regain his old job from 
Republican Gov. Rick Scott in 2014.

Crist sent out a tweet that said, “Proud and hon-
ored to join the Democratic Party in the home of 
President (at)Barack Obama!”

The tweet included a photo of a smiling Crist and 
his wife Carole as he held up a Florida voter regis-
tration application. The Tampa Bay Times reports 
that Crist signed the papers changing his affilia-
tion from independent to Democrat at a Christmas 
reception at the White House. President Barack 
Obama greeted the news with a fist bump.

“I’ve had friends for years tell me, ‘You know 
Charlie, you’re a Democrat and you don’t know 
it,’” Crist told the newspaper Friday night.

Ariz. man claims half of 
Powerball pot; lottery says fiscal 
cliff prompts quick collection

PHOENIX (AP) — Fallout from the looming fiscal 
cliff has drifted into the Powerball arena.

A man who lottery officials announced Friday 
has claimed his half of the $587.5 million Powerball 
jackpot, decided to collect the winnings now and 
not next year because of the financial uncertainty 
posed by the nation’s ongoing financial impasse.

The man, who is in his 30s from a wealthy Phoe-
nix suburb, decided to remain anonymous after he 
bought $10 worth of tickets and kept the winning 
slip in the visor of his car overnight before realiz-
ing he was a multimillionaire.

He gave $20 to the cashier of a Fountain Hills con-
venience store, and the clerk nudged him to spend 
the entire amount on tickets. He declined the of-
fer.

After the man and his wife learned of their good 
fortune, the husband pulled together a team of fi-
nancial advisers and decided to take all of his share 
this month to avoid potentially higher taxes in 2013, 
said Karen Bach, a lottery official.

Authorities who interviewed 
Alaska serial killer say 
he murdered people for fun

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — Confessed serial 

killer Israel Keyes admitted he enjoyed killing 
people, but couldn’t or wouldn’t give investigators 
a more meaningful answer when quizzed why he 
did it.

“There were just times, a couple of times, where 
we would try to get a why,” said Anchorage Police 
officer Jeff Bell, who helped interrogate Keyes for 
hours.

“He would have this term, he would say, ‘A lot 
of people ask why, and I would be, like, why not?’” 
Bell said.

Keyes confessed to killing eight people across the 
United States, but alluded to additional murders, 
FBI Special Agent Jolene Goeden and Bell told The 
Associated Press.

“Based on some of the things he told us, and some 
of the conversations we had with him, we believe 
the number is less than 12,” Goeden said. “We don’t 
know for sure. He’s the only one who could have 
ultimately answered that.”

China’s Xi matching breezy 
style with popular campaign 
against pomp, waste

BEIJING (AP) — New communist leader Xi Jin-
ping is on a mission to soften the image of Chinese 
officialdom, winning kudos for his breezy per-
sonal style and ordering leaders to take a knife to 
the pomp, formality and waste that have alienated 
many among the public.

With his silky baritone, glamorous wife and 
daughter at Harvard, Xi cuts a very different figure 
from the staid, hyper-private leaders of the past. 
Even his posture, more like that of a slouchy col-
lege professor than a stiff party cadre, has won him 
plaudits.

Xi took the new informality a step further at a 
Tuesday meeting of the 25-member Politburo, or-
dering that arrangements for leaders’ visits and 
the trappings of power be drastically pared back. 
Elaborate welcoming ceremonies will be elimi-
nated, traffic disruptions avoided, and staid, often 
worthless reporting on the doings of the leadership 
dispensed with. Even red carpets are to go.

And according to Hong Kong media that is what 
happened on Xi’s first trip outside Beijing since he 
took over as party leader. When Xi arrived in the 
southern Chinese city of Shenzhen on Friday there 
were no welcome banners, and the red carpet was 
gone when he laid a wreath to the statute of the for-
mer Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping on Saturday, 
according to footage by Hong Kong-based Phoenix 
Television.

It’s still unclear whether the tonal change will 
boost transparency and bring meaningful adminis-
trative reforms that many say are needed to sustain 
China’s economic and social development. The son 
of a communist elder, Xi has also gained a reputa-
tion as a nationalist hardliner with earlier com-
ments blasting foreigners for criticizing China’s 
human rights record.

IBM move to annual lump-sum 
401(k) matching contributions could 
be sign of things to come

IBM is making changes to its employee benefits 
that may cause other large corporations to follow 
suit. The technology company will begin mak-
ing contributions to employees’ 401(k) accounts 
in lump-sum annual payments, rather than at the 
time of each paycheck. It’s a move that will help the 
company cut retirement plan expenses.

Employees were notified this week that match-
ing contributions will be made just once annually, 
on Dec. 31, beginning next year. “This change re-
flects our continuing commitment to invest in our 
employee 401(k) plans while maintaining business 
competitiveness in a challenging economic envi-
ronment,” IBM spokesman Doug Shelton said.

The end-of-the-year 401(k) match won’t be unique 
to IBM, but experts say the company’s move could 
lead other major employers to consider making less 
frequent contributions.

“IBM is one of the world’s most influential plan 
sponsors,” said Mike Alfred, CEO of BrightScope 
Inc., which rates corporate 401(k) plans. It places 
IBM’s among the top 30 plans at large employers. 
“Everyone in the benefits industry will pay close 
attention to whatever IBM does.”
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By LISA RATHKE
Associated Press

 MONTPELIER, Vt. — While 
Carmen Tarleton lay in a hospital 
bed, burned, beaten and disfigured by 
her estranged husband with injuries 
that doctors called “the most horrific 
injury a human being could suffer,” 
she had vivid dreams.

In one of the most memorable, doz-
ens of doors stretched around her. 
“Life is a choice,” a voice said. And 
then the words appeared one at a time 
in white across a dark movie screen: 
LIFE IS A CHOICE.

Tarleton carried that lesson with 
her through her ongoing, daunting 
and remarkable recovery after her ex 
broke into her Theftord home five 
years ago, beat her with a baseball 
bat and poured industrial-strength 
lye on her, burning most of her body.

Tarleton, who at age 44 continues to 
undergo surgeries and awaits a pos-
sible face transplant, has written a 
book that will be published in March 
called “Overcome: Burned, Blinded 
and Blessed.” She hopes it will speak 
to abuse victims and others.

“I think I can help a whole bunch of 
people, not just domestic violence 
people,” she said in a recent inter-
view with The Associated Press. “I 
think I can help a whole bunch of 
people wherever you are in your 
life.”

Despite her suffering, she says she’s 
in a better place than she was before 
the attack.

“I’m so much more blessed than I 
was then,” she said.

The book starts with Tarleton’s 
decision at 28 to move across the 
country from her native Vermont to 
Los Angeles, with her two children in 

tow, to 
work as a 
nurse at a 
UCLA hos-
p i t a l . 
There she 
met Herb 
R o d g e r s , 
whom she 
eventually 
m a r r i e d . 
The family 
m o v e d 
back to 
Thetford, 
where her 
marriage 
started to 
unravel — 
in part 
o v e r 
R o d g e r s ’ 
dishones-
t y , 
T a r l e t o n 
said.

Tarleton 
r e c a l l s 
what she 
now says 
was a pre-
monition. One evening when she was 
about to leave for her night shift at 
the hospital, her 12-year-old daughter 
was sobbing in bedroom. When she 
asked what was wrong, her daughter 
said, “Something really, really bad is 
going to happen to you.”

Eight months later, it did. Rodgers 
is serving a minimum of 30 years in 
prison for the June 2007 attack.

When she set out to write the book 
three years later with only limited 
vision in one eye, she stalled when it 
came time to explain what Rodgers 
had done to her that night. She had to 

coach herself 
through it.

“Alone at my 
m a g n i f y i n g 
machine, I felt 
physically ill 
with what I was 
doing,” she 
wrote. “The 
experience of 
reliving that 
night, trying to 
capture every 
detail as vivid-
ly as I remem-
bered it, was 
s i c k e n i n g . 
H a l f w a y 
through, I let 
my pen drop 
and rushed to 
my bedroom, 
the edges of my 
limited vision 
blackening.”

It took her 
two days to 
write it. It was 
scary, but it 
was what she 
wanted to do, 

she said.
She talked out the rest of the book 

and recorded it. She hired Writers of 
the Round Table Press to write it all 
down, including dialogue she had 
recalled.

“I was paying attention, because 
some of it I couldn’t forget if I wanted 
to,” she said.

She writes about facing Rodgers in 
court, how she dealt with being blind 
and disfigured, her pain, the help she 
has received from her community, 
family and friends, and how she came 
to forgive the man who maimed her 

so she could get on with her own life.
“That’s where I feel people get stuck 

because we don’t have a segment of 
our society that says just because this 
terrible thing happened to you it 
doesn’t have to ruin the rest of your 
life,” she said. “And I want to be the 
example of that because it doesn’t.”

Publishing the book was a no-brain-
er for Writers of the Round Table 
Press, which helped Tarleton write it, 
said vice president David Cohen.

“Taking that kind of experience 
and turning that energy into some-
thing positive and wanting to go out 
there and effect change with as much 
as she had to overcome, to me was 
just striking,” Cohen said.

As she awaits approval for a proce-
dure that could help her get a face 
transplant, she looks forward to feel-
ing well enough to speak publicly 
again about her ordeal to help others. 
She has had several recent surgeries 
to install a catheter in her chest and 
was sick last winter with hyperthy-
roidism.

She has plans to write other books. 
She has also started a blog on the 
book’s website. She says she’s trying 
to develop ways to verbalize her posi-
tive attitude.

If she had a choice to go back to a 
year before the attack and to take her 
life in a different direction, she would 
not.

“When life gives you a big negative 
situation like I’d been through, if you 
can get through that, you can really 
find all of the blessings and all of the 
positive things that can come out of 
that,” she said. “And I found so much 
that I would not go back.”

Online: www.overcomebook.com
    

Lye attack victim writes of blessings, forgiveness

By JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

 LONDON — Charles 
Dickens’ London home 
has gone from “Bleak 
House” to “Great 
Expectations.”

For years, the four-
story brick row house 
where the author lived 
with his young family 
was a dusty and slightly 
neglected museum, a 
mecca for Dickens 
scholars but overlooked 
by most visitors to 
London.

Now, after a 3 million 
pound ($4.8 million) 
makeover, it has been 
restored to bring the 
writer’s world to life. 
The house reopens next 
week, and its director 
says it aims to look “as 
if Dickens had just 
stepped out.”

“The Dickens Museum 
felt for many years a bit 
like Miss Havisham, 
covered in dust,” said 
museum director 
Florian Schweizer, who 
slips references to 
Dickens’ work seam-
lessly into his speech. 
Miss Havisham is the 
reclusive character cen-
tral to the plot of “Great 
Expectations.”

Now, after a revamp 
code-named — inevita-
bly — “Great 
Expectations,” the 
house is transformed.

Or, Schweizer said 
Wednesday, quoting 
that novel: “I have been 
bent and broken, but  —I 
hope — into a better 
shape.”

Few authors remain 
as widely quoted, read 
and adapted as Dickens 
is 200 years after his 
birth. Characters such 

as Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Tiny Tim, Pip and 
Miss Havisham, Fagin 
and Oliver Twist, are 
known to millions 
around the world.

And no writer is more 
closely associated with 
London than Dickens, 
whose accounts of 
Victorian workhouses, 
debtors’ prisons and the 
urban poor embarrassed 
the establishment into 
acting to alleviate pov-
erty.

He lived all over the 
city in his impoverished 
youth and increasingly 
affluent adulthood, but 
the house at 48 Doughty 
St. in the Bloomsbury 
area of London is his 
only home in the city to 
survive.

Dickens lived in the 
house between 1837 and 
1839, a short but fruitful 
period that saw the birth 
of his first two children. 
It’s the site where he 
wrote “Nicholas 
Nickleby” and “Oliver 
Twist,” going in the pro-
cess from jobbing jour-
nalist to rising author 
whose serialized stories 
were gobbled up by a 
growing fan base.

Dickens leased the 
simple but elegant 
Georgian house, built in 
1807, for 80 pounds a 
year.

The restored museum 
has all the modern trap-
pings, including audio-
guides, a “learning cen-
ter” and a cafe. There 
also is a temporary exhi-
bition of costumes from 
Mike Newell’s new film 
adaptation of “Great 
Expectations,” starring 
Helena Bonham Carter 
and Ralph Fiennes.

But at its heart it is a 
house — the home of a 
proud young family 
man. Visitors can see 
the blue-walled dining 
room where Dickens 
entertained his friends, 
complete with original 
sideboard and a portrait 
of the 25-year-old author 
looking, it has to be said, 
pretty pleased with him-
self.

“It’s rather Byronic,” 
Schweizer said. “Not 
the Victorian sage with 
a beard that we think 
of.”

Upstairs are the draw-
ing room where Dickens 
moved guests to laugh-
ter and tears with read-
ings from his works — 
visitors can hear actor 
Simon Callow do the 
honors on recordings — 
and the bedroom where 
his sister-in-law Mary 
died at the age of 17, a 
tragedy that may have 
influenced the many 
death scenes in Dickens’ 
novels.

The rooms are fur-
nished with Dickens’ 
own possessions — his 
writing desk and chair, 
his wardrobe and shav-
ing kit, copies of his 
books annotated in his 
cramped handwriting.

“We’re trying to make 
it feel like a home,” 
Schweizer said. “As if 
Dickens had just stepped 
out.”

The museum does not 
skip over the darker 
periods of Dickens’ life.

On the top floor, the 
former servants’ quar-
ters hold a set of bars 
from Marshalsea pris-
on, where Dickens’ 
father was imprisoned 
for his debts, and jars 

from the boot-polish fac-
tory where 12-year-old 
Charles was sent to 
work.

The experience of 
financial insecurity 
marked Dickens for life, 
and drove his workahol-
ic quest for success. He 
wrote more than 20 
books, had 10 children, 
traveled the world on 
lecture tours and cam-
paigned for social 
change until his death 
from a stroke in 1870 at 
the age of 58.

The museum’s direc-
tors have been criticized 
for shutting the facility 

during most of the 
bicentenary of Dickens’ 
birth — and during the 
tourism bonanza that 
accompanied the 
London Olympics.

It reopens Monday, 
just in time for a 
Dickensian Christmas, 
complete with readings, 
performances of “A 
Christmas Carol,” 
mulled wine and mince 
pies.

The museum hopes to 
draw 45,000 visitors a 
year, a 50 percent rise 
on pre-refurbishment 
levels. Schweizer thinks 
Dickens’ future has 

never been rosier.
“There has always 

been interest. I think 
the bicentenary has 
taken it to a whole new 
level,” Schweizer said. 
“There is a great hun-
ger of Dickens, especial-
ly in these times” of eco-
nomic austerity and 
uncertainty.

As evidence, he held 
up a London newspaper 
proclaiming news of the 
Duchess of Cambridge’s 
pregnancy under the 
headline “Kate 
Expectations.”

“People still get all the 
references,” he said.
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By BRIAN MCCORMACK     
Sports Editor

Howard College
Men
Head Men’s Basketball 

Coach Mark Adams 
said a wide margin of 
victory over Division 
III Brookhaven College 
on Friday was likely, 
but the final score of 
110-53 exceeded even his 
expectations.

“We have a team — as 
far as scoring goes — we 
score easily,” Adams, 
who has a NJCAA 
national championship 
title on his resume, 
said. 

“We can make plays 
and score points. It was 

a good win for us.”
The Bears never had 

a chance, as the Hawks 
quickly went up 9-0 
before Brookhaven 
managed to put two 
points on the board.

That tempo remained 
the same throughout the 
affair, with the Hawks 
leading by as many as 57 
points at one time.

Howard College is now 
11-0 and will be traveling 
to Mesa, Ariz. for a three-
day tournament with 
Western Junior College 
Athletic Conference 
play beginning Jan. 7 
against Midland College 
at the Dorothy Garrett 
Coliseum at the Howard 
College campus.

Women
LUBBOCK — The Lady 

Hawks extended their 
win streak to seven 
games Friday with a 
71-44 win over Lubbock 
Christian University’s 
J.V. Squad.

Howard College (9-
3) will make a trek to 
Victoria on Jan. 2 to take 
on Victoria College.

Big Spring
Boys
MONAHANS — After 

winning two straight, 
the Steers ran into 
problems as they opened 
the Monahans Sandhills 
Tournament on Friday 
with a 62-43 loss. 

Big Spring played 
Midland Greenwood 
Saturday. Details will 
be in Monday’s edition 
of the Herald.

Girls
MONAHANS — The 

Lady Steers opened 
the Sandhills tourney 
with a 39-24 win over 
Kermit, but didn;t fare 
as well in Game Two, as 
BSHS fell to Seminole 
38-24. The Lady Steers 
played Monahans on 
Saturday. Details will 
be in Monday’s edition 

of the Herald.

Coahoma
Boys
STANTON — The 

Bulldogs were defeated 
by Tahoka in their first 
game at the Stanton 
Hooptown Tournament 
on Thursday, but 
redeemed the loss with 
a 72-66 overtime win 
against the Sweetwater 
Mustangs on Friday. 
Tanner Ruiz had a game-
high 29 points while 
Braxton Iden added 14 
and Alex Hill 10.

Coahoma played 
Midland High in the 
consolation final 
Saturday. Results will 
be in Monday’s edition 
of the Herald.

Girls
STANTON — 

Bulldogettes Head Coach 
Paul Hartman was 
pleased to get a win over 
Midland Greenwood 
J.V. On Friday after 
falling to Sweetwater in 
the tournament opener 
Thursday. 

Coahoma’s Julia 
Castilaw put up 13 
points and Kaeli Yeager 
added 12 in the 68-21 
rout. The Bulldogettes 

will met Lamesa in 
the consolation final 
Saturday. Details will 
be n Monday’s edition 
of the Herald.

Forsan
Boys
GAIL — The Buffaloes 

three-game win streak 
came to an end Friday 
as Forsan lost to 
Lubbock Christian 61-
55 at the Borden County 
Tournament.

Dillon Bagnall had 
13 points, Tyler Evans 
and J.T. Breyman 
each added 12, Aric 
Hernandez put up 10, 
Kade Fannin chipped 
in six points and got 
11 rebounds and Jerol 
Womack contributed 
two points.

Grady
Boys
WATER VALLEY — 

The Wildcats have won 
three consecutive games 
at the Water Valley 
Classic Tournament. 
The first two came 
Thursday and the 
third Friday as Grady’ 
Brandon Lucas scored 
a game-high 29 points, 
with Brett Glaze adding 
20 and Taylor Polson 10 

in a thrilling 65-64 win 
over Iraan.

The Wildcats met host 
team Water Valley on 
Saturday. Results will 
be printed in Monday’s 
edition of the Herald.

Girls
WATER VALLEY — 

Midland High got the 
best of the surging Lady 
Wildcats on Friday, 
nothcing a 45-32 win 
despite Ellyn Avery’s 24 
points. Grady (8-3) took 
on Lovington, N.M. On 
Saturday. 

A game summary will 
be printed in Monday’s 
edition of the Herald.

Other scores:
Garden City (boys) 

defeated Roscoe, 70-30, 
Friday at the Highland 
Hilltopper Classic. 
Thomasson, 24 points; 
Zant, 15 points.

Sands (boys) defeated 
Tahoka 56-28 at Stanton 
Hooptown Tournament.

Contact Sports Editor 
Brian McCormack 
at 263-7331 ext. 237 or 
by e-mail at sports@
bigspringherald.com

HERALDBIG
SPRING

Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story  idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237. 
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Hawk men embarrass Brookhaven 110-53, 
women pound Lubbock Christian J.V. 71-44

Texans, Pats look 
to strengthen their 
postseason seeding

AP photo

Houston’s Arian Foster greets fans after the Texans clinched their second straight playoff berth with a 
win over the Tennessee Titans last week. The Texans will face the new England Patriots on Monday.

HOWARD ULMAN
AP Sports Writer

F O X B O R O U G H , 
Mass.  — Huge games 
in December — or Jan-
uary and February, for 
that matter — are noth-
ing new for the New 
England Patriots.

For the Houston Tex-
ans, they are rare.

The Monday night 
matchup should be 
quite a show.

“It’s the biggest game 
in the history of this 
franchise,” Texans 
wide receiver Andre 
Johnson said. “As long 
as we keep winning, ev-
ery game is going to be 
bigger.”

They each hold play-
off reservations in the 
AFC. They’re the high-
est scoring teams in 

the NFL. Both have six-
game winning streaks.

The implications 
for the postseason add 
even more luster — the 
winner moving a step 
closer to a first-round 
bye and home-field ad-
vantage throughout the 
AFC playoffs.

The Patriots have 
played many bigger 
games and are down-
playing its signifi-
cance. They’ve won 
three Super Bowls, al-
though the last was for 
the 2004 season, while 
the Texans reached the 
playoffs last season for 
the first time since they 
began playing in 2002.

“Once we get in De-
cember, games be-
come more and more 

See SEEDING, Page 11A 

Cowboys, Bengals to meet in pivotal game
JOE KAY
AP Sports Writer

CINCINNATI — A lot of Andy 
Dalton’s friends and family are 
flying in for a game that has big 
interest back in his home state.

“I guess being from Texas, 
everybody’s excited about this 
one,” said the Bengals quarter-
back, who grew up in suburban 
Houston.

They’re headed this way for a 
game that’s pivotal to both teams’ 
playoffs chances.

The Cowboys (6-6) have gotten 
into the NFC wild card race by 
winning three of their last four 
games. The Bengals (7-5) have 
run off four straight wins to get 
in position for an AFC wild card 
and, perhaps, a division title. 
Neither can afford a loss at this 
stage.

“It’s kind of a prelude to the 
playoffs,” Bengals left tackle An-
drew Whitworth said. “Teams 
are going to turn it on and try 

their best to get into the (postsea-
son) show, so you’re going to get 
everybody’s best every week.”

A sign of the game’s impor-
tance: Paul Brown Stadium will 
be sold out for the first time in 
the last three home games. A lot 
of those fans will be cheering for 
the Cowboys, who have made it 
exciting lately by putting up a lot 
of points. Dallas has scored 38, 23, 
38 and 38 points in the last four 
games.

The Cowboys are one of four 
teams in the NFC tied at 6-6, one 
game behind Seattle for the last 
wild-card spot. Like the Bengals, 
the Cowboys started 3-5 and have 
recovered by putting together 
their best stretch of the season. 
They’re one game behind the 
New York Giants for the NFC 
East lead, tied with Washington 
for second place.

The Cowboys finish the season 
at Washington.

“When you think about the 

East, it’s always been down to 
the wire,” linebacker DeMarcus 
Ware said.

 “It’s always been close. It’s a 
brutal NFC East, grind ‘em con-
ference, division. It’s going to 
come down to the wire.

“We just need to keep playing 
well, think about a game at a time 
and eventually hoping we get to 
the end.”

That’s the same approach the 
Bengals have taken while dig-
ging out of their 3-5 start. One dif-
ference: Cincinnati’s defense has 
been much better over that span. 
The Bengals have scored 31, 28, 
34 and 20 points during their four 
wins while holding opponents to 
13 points or less.

As a result, Cincinnati is tied 
with Pittsburgh for the final wild 
card spot, although the Steelers 
won their first game this sea-
son. Both trail Baltimore by two 
games in the AFC North with

See COWBOYS, Page 11A

Parker leads Spurs 
past Rockets 114-92

SAN ANTONIO (AP) 
— James Harden re-
ceived a familiar wel-
come to San Antonio, 
but little else resembled 
his previous trip to the 
River City.

Tony Parker had 17 
points and seven as-
sists, and the San Anto-
nio Spurs never trailed 
in a 114-92 victory over 
the Houston Rockets on 
Friday night.

The Spurs had six 
players score in double 
figures while matching 
their season high with 
33 assists. San Antonio 
(16-4) led by as many as 
33 points and never by 
less than 21 in the final 
quarter.

“They’re a very good 
team,” Harden said, 

“especially at home. 
They did a good job at 
moving the ball and we 
knew they were going 
to pass the ball. It was 
just a matter of us lock-
ing down and trying to 
stay on one page defen-
sively.”

It was Harden’s first 
game in San Antonio 
since helping the Okla-
homa City Thunder 
beat the Spurs last sea-
son in the Western Con-
ference finals. Harden 
was traded by the 
Thunder to the Rockets 
before the start of this 
season.

San Antonio fans 
certainly remembered 
Harden, who was 

See SPURS, Page 11A
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SEEDING
Continued from Page 10A

important (but) we also 
have to realize this game 
doesn’t decide any-
thing” about the play-
offs, Patriots safety 
Devin McCourty said. 
“A lot can happen 
(before) then. Whoever 
wins this game doesn’t 
guarantee anything 
later in the season.”

Houston (11-1) has 
clinched a playoff berth 
and can take the AFC 
South with a win and a 
loss or tie by Indianapo-
lis (8-4), or with a tie and 
an Indianapolis loss. 
Two of the Texans’ last 
three games are against 
the Colts.

New England (9-3) 
locked up first place in 
the AFC East last Sun-
day. The top two seeded 
teams will get a week off 
to rest and prepare for 
their first postseason 
game before their own 
fans.

But the value of play-
ing at home is debat-
able: Over the past five 
seasons, teams are 29-21 
at home in the postsea-
son.

The Patriots lost a di-
visional round game at 
home two seasons ago to 
the New York Jets, but 
are unbeaten in Gillette 
Stadium in December 
for nearly 10 years — a 
string of 19 wins since 
a 30-17 loss on Dec. 22, 
2002 to the Jets.

But the Texans are 
the only team without a 
road loss this season, go-
ing 6-0.

“I’ve been with young 
teams that they go on 
the road and here comes 
the noise. All of a sud-
den, boy, you panic,” 
Houston coach Gary Ku-
biak said. “This group, 
it doesn’t matter. They’ll 
go play anywhere. They 
know. I’ve preached 
to them for a period of 
time. It’s about how you 
play. It’s not where you 
play.”

Both teams have been 

playing very well re-
gardless of where.

The Patriots lead the 
NFL with 35.8 points 
and 426.3 yards per 
game. Tom Brady went 
five straight games 
without throwing an in-
terception before Miami 
broke that steak in the 
Patriots’ 23-16 win last 
Sunday.

Wes Welker leads the 
NFL with 92 receptions 
and with eight catches 
can become the first 
player with five seasons 
of 100 receptions.

The Patriots have 
one of the best running 
games in Brady’s 12 sea-
sons as their starter, led 
by Stevan Ridley’s 1,010 
yards, seventh in the 
NFL.

The no-huddle offense, 
something Brady excels 
at to keep the opponent 
from resting and mak-
ing substitutions, puts 
added pressure on the 
defense.

So the Texans prepare 
for it.

“That’s something we 
do all the time, regard-
less of who we’re play-
ing. We pick up the tem-
po of our practice both 
offensively and defen-
sively and try to work 
as if we’re working on 
a much shorter clock all 
the time,” Kubiak said. 
“They obviously play at 
a tremendous pace and 
you better be ready to 
get your calls in and get 
ready to go.”

But the Patriots 
haven’t faced a defense 
as tough as Houston’s. 
The Texans are fifth in 
the league in sacks per 
pass play, led by J.J. 
Watt’s AFC-best 16 1-2 
overall.

“They certainly get 
after the football. They 
can rush the quarter-
back. They do a great 
job stopping the run,” 
Brady said. “They get a 
lot of balls batted down 
at the line of scrimmage, 
interceptions, fumbles. 
They’ve won a lot of 
close games. They’ve 
won overtime games. 

They’ve come from be-
hind.

“I think our guys un-
derstand the challenge 
and we have to play our 
best game.”

Houston is tied for fifth 
with 26 takeaways. New 
England is second with 
33 and leads the NFL 
with a plus-24 turnover 
differential.

But the Texans have 
committed only 12 
turnovers, including a 
league-low two fumbles.

With Matt Schaub 
throwing, AFC rushing 
leader Arian Foster run-
ning and Andre John-
son catching, the Patri-
ots’ defense has plenty 
to handle.

“They have a bunch of 
playmakers,” defensive 
tackle Vince Wilfork 
said. “It shows every 
week.”

So does the Patriots’ 
ability to force turn-
overs. They’ve even 
returned two intercep-
tions and two fumbles 
for touchdowns in their 
past three games.

“They’re very aware of 
the football and trying 
to strip it,” Schaub said, 
“whether it be the run-
ners or receivers with 
the ball or the quarter-
back in the pocket.”

The Texans do that, 
too, just another of the 
similarities between 
two of the NFL’s best 
teams.

“They never get too 
high, never get too low,” 
Wilfork said. “They 
stay poised. That’s a 
lot of (what coach Bill 
Belichick) tries to teach 
us around here, just to 
stay poised when things 
are not going well; things 
are going well, just keep 
an even keel.”

Even when the game 
could help determine 
home-field advantage in 
the playoffs.

“Every game is big 
here coming down the 
stretch,” Kubiak said. 
“We’re in position, just 
like the Patriots are, to 
kind of control our own 
destiny.”

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 10A

four to play. Cincinnati ends the sea-
son at Pittsburgh and home against 
the Ravens.

“We’ve got to take care of our busi-
ness and let everything else fall into 
place, but I think there’s a chance,” 
Dalton said. “Baltimore’s in control 
of their destiny too. We’ll see.”

The defense has given up only one 
touchdown in the last three games 
and leads the NFL with 39 sacks. 
End Carlos Dunlap was the AFC’s 
defensive player of the week for get-
ting five tackles, two sacks and forc-
ing two fumbles in a 20-13 win at San 
Diego. Tackle Geno Atkins leads all 
NFL interior linemen with 9½ sacks. 
End Michael Johnson has eight 
sacks.

“Everybody is getting to the quar-
terback,” Dunlap said. “This week 
fortunately it was me. We’re all just 
working in tandem. I feel like that’s 
starting to pick up this season. We 
didn’t start out the season the way 
we’ve wanted, but we’ve gotten bet-
ter each week.”

The Cowboys’ biggest concern 
is stopping Cincinnati’s running 
game. BenJarvus Green-Ellis has 
run for more than 100 yards in each 

of the last three, and will be trying to 
become the first Bengal to do it four 
games in a row since Paul Robinson 
in Cincinnati’s inaugural season of 
1968.

The Bengals signed Green-Ellis as 
a free agent from New England to 
replace Cedric Benson. The running 
game struggled in the first half of 
the season, but has finally found its 
stride.

“Physically the line is good up 
front, but he just has a good feel for 
running,” Cowboys coach Jason 
Garrett said. “I think anybody who’s 
followed his career when he was 
in New England, he just seemed to 
make a lot of yards. He’s certainly 
doing that in Cincinnati.”

The Bengals have three links to the 
Cowboys, providing some interest-
ing subplots. Defensive coordinator 
Mike Zimmer was the coordinator 
in Dallas from 2000-06. Cornerback 
Terence Newman played there from 
2003-11 before being released. Cor-
nerback Adam “Pacman” Jones was 
traded to the Cowboys from Tennes-
see in 2008 and got waived in 2009.

Given the stakes, this one is more 
than personal.

“I want the game more because we 
need it,” Jones said. “I don’t want 
Dallas to win any game. I’m not a 
Dallas fan. I’m not cheering for no 
one. That’s just how it is.”

SPURS
Continued from Page 10A

booed heartily during 
pregame introductions 
and every time he shot 
a free throw.

While Harden had 29 
points and five assists 
to lead Houston, he 
couldn’t help the Rock-
ets walk away with a 
win against the well-
balanced Spurs.

Tiago Splitter added 
15 points and Gary Neal, 
Manu Ginobili, Patty 
Mills and Tim Duncan 
each scored 12. Duncan 
also had a game-high 
12 rebounds. Every ac-
tive San Antonio player 
scored and played at 

least 8 minutes.
“We weren’t as con-

sistent as we’d like to 
be, but we had a really 
good pace offensively 
and I got to play a lot 
of guys,” Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich said.

Parker keyed a quick 
start, scoring eight 
points and picking up 
two assists as San Anto-
nio took a 10-point lead 
in the first 5 minutes.

Jeremy Lin had dif-
ficulty keeping up with 
Parker, who raced by 
him for three layups 
in scoring eight of the 
Spurs’ first 10 points. 
Parker also made a 
pair of free throws dur-
ing the run after being 
fouled by Lin on a layup 

attempt.
“You’re not really go-

ing to take away every-
thing just because some-
thing’s got to give,” Lin 
said. “They move the 
ball well. The speed in 
which they move their 
offense and the speed 
in which they make de-
cisions makes it really 
hard (to defend).”

Lin finished with four 
points, four assists and 
two turnovers.

Harden kept the Rock-
ets in contention early, 
scoring 13 points in the 
first quarter after being 
shut out in the opening 
4 minutes. His 3-pointer 
pulled Houston to 14-13, 
but the Rockets never 
tied it.

Harbaugh chose to coach 
San Fran over Dolphins

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Two years ago, both 
the Miami Dolphins 
and San Francisco 49ers 
wooed Jim Harbaugh to 
be their next coach.

The Niners won that 
courting competition 
and landed their high-
profile man, luring him 
away from nearby Stan-
ford and giving him a 
$25 million, five-year 
contract. And Harbaugh 
delivered immediately 
by taking his new team 
to the NFC champion-
ship game and oh-so-
close to a Super Bowl as 
a rookie NFL coach.

Now, he has his 49ers 
(8-3-1) poised for anoth-
er postseason run next 
month, with Miami (5-7) 
next up on the schedule 
come Sunday at Candle-
stick Park.

As rarely as these 
teams see each other be-
ing on opposite coasts 
and playing in differ-
ent conferences, they 
certainly have pursued 
some of the same faces — 
most notably, of course, 
being Harbaugh.

Then, last spring, 49ers 
quarterback Alex Smith 
flew to South Florida for 
a visit with the Dolphins 
during a time when San 
Francisco’s brass ex-
plored the possibility 
of signing Peyton Man-
ning.

Manning wound up in 
Denver, Smith stayed 

put on a new three-
year deal, while Miami 
drafted Ryan Tannehill. 
Smith has since lost 
his starting job to Colin 
Kaepernick after suffer-
ing a concussion against 
the Rams on Nov. 11.

Dolphins coach Joe 
Philbin didn’t want to 
get into the details re-
garding how far talks 
went with Smith before 
he ultimately re-signed 
with San Francisco.

“We had a great visit 
and I’ll leave it at that,” 
Philbin said. “Any rela-
tionship takes two sides 
to tango and I think you 
should certainly ask 
him about that, but I 
have nothing but good 
things to say about him. 
I really enjoyed our vis-
it.”

Miami’s immediate 
future — and long-term 
success, too — is riding 
on Tannehill’s ability to 
get a stagnant offense go-
ing down the stretch for 
a Dolphins team deter-
mined to finish strong 
and avoid a fourth con-
secutive losing season 
after overhauling the 
operation heading into 
2012.

“You can’t win games 
consistently only scor-
ing 19 points,” Tannehill 
said. “That’s a big focus 
of ours, to find a way to 
get more points on the 
board whatever way 
it is. We have to find a 

way.”
Both teams boast stin-

gy, opportunistic de-
fenses and mobile young 
quarterbacks still learn-
ing the ups and downs 
of the NFL through trial 
by fire.

The Dolphins’ defense 
hopes to do its share of 
pressuring the quarter-
back, too.

“I’m always the spy. 
Every play I’m a spy,” 
Dolphins defensive end 
Cameron Wake said. 
“That’s my job title. 
Wherever the quarter-
back is, you’ve got to get 
there.”

These Dolphins can 
relate to the 49ers’ mis-
takes. They gave away 
17 points because of a 
botched a punt, rough-
ing-the-punter penalty 
and a — then had a 
touchdown taken away 
for another penalty.

Yes, Miami is just as 
eager for a fresh start 
after a 23-16 home loss 
to New England for its 
fourth defeat in the last 
five games. 

This one had a little 
extra sting watching 
Brady and Co. clinch 
the AFC East title on Mi-
ami’s home field.

The 49ers, clinging 
to the No. 2 seed in the 
NFC playoff picture be-
hind 11-1 Atlanta, real-
ize they can’t afford any 
slip ups the rest of the 
way.
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MLB average salary up 
3.8 percent to $3.2 million
RONALD BLUM
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — Base-
ball’s average salary in-
creased 3.8 percent this 
year to a record $3.2 mil-
lion.

According to final fig-
ures released Friday 
by the Major League 
Baseball Players As-
sociation, the rise was 
the steepest since 2007. 
The boost was helped 
by an increase in the 
minimum salary from 
$414,000 to $480,000.

The New York Yankees 
had the highest average 
for the 14th consecutive 
season at $6.88 million, 
rising after consecutive 
declines from a peak of 
$7.66 million when they 
won the World Series in 
2009.

The Los Angeles Dodg-

ers boosted their aver-
age from 13th to second 
at $5.55 million, followed 
by the Los Angeles An-
gels ($5.48 million) and 
AL champion Detroit 
($4.95 million). Texas 
went up from 15th to 
fifth at $4.89 million.

At $684,940, Houston 
had the lowest average 
since the 2006 Florida 
Marlins at $594,722.

The Boston Red Sox 
and Cubs had their 
lowest averages since 
at least 2000. Boston 
dropped from third to 
12th at $3.3 million and 
the Cubs seventh to 23rd 
at $2.1 million.

World Series cham-
pion San Francisco re-
mained eighth, averag-
ing $4.07 million. AL 
West champion Oak-
land was 28th at $1.79 
million.

Kansas City rose from 
last in 2011 to 26th at 
$2.04 million, and Pitts-
burgh went up from 27th 
to 19th at $2.47 million.

The Marlins increased 

from 19th to 10th after 
adding free agents Jose 
Reyes, Mark Bueh-
rle and Heath Bell but 
have traded them in 
the team’s latest payroll 
slashes and will drop 
next year.

Among regulars at po-
sitions, first basemen 
took over from designat-
ed hitters as the highest 
average at $8.6 million, 
followed by DHs at $8.1 
million. Third base was 
next at $7.1 million, 
followed by starting 
pitchers at $6.1 million, 
second basemen $4.9 
million, outfielders $4.6 
million, shortstops $4.2 
million, catchers $3.4 
million and relief pitch-
ers $1.8 million.

Figures are based on 
Aug. 31 rosters and dis-
abled lists, with 944 play-
ers averaging $3,213,479. 
Major League Baseball 
has not yet computed 
its final averages, which 
usually differ slightly 
because of methods of 
calculation.

To submit a sports item, call 
263-7331 or email 

sports@bigspringherald.com
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You can search for more family fun
for the holidays at www.bing.com.

FAMILY FEATURES 

W hether you’re looking to fill
the family calendar with fun
holiday activities or need a
few ideas to make the season

more meaningful, this guide to family
holiday fun has you covered.

“Whether it’s finding a great ginger -
bread cookie recipe and biting one arm
off each one (like we do), or just making
cards for the family, it’s lovely to give
your kids something uniquely their own
to look forward to each year,” said Liz
Gumbinner of Cool Mom Picks.

Here are some A to Z ideas to get you
started today:

A
n Start a calendar to build anticipation

for all holiday celebrations. You can
buy one or make one, and it can be as
simple or as fancy as you like.

n Make angels — snow angels, con -
struc tion paper angels, angel orna -
ments or even angel food cake.

B
n Make bird feeders out of empty milk

jugs or small cardboard tubes rolled in
peanut butter and birdseed.

n Host a book exchange with friends,
where everyone trades books they own
and have already read.

C
n Gather some friends and go caroling

around the neighborhood or at a
retirement center.

n Cook something new. You can find
plenty of new dishes with Bing, which
lets you quickly find full recipes and
reviews right on the search page; and
that lets you spend less time searching
and more time cooking up some
delicious fun with the whole family.

D
n Have a family dance party. Turn up the

tunes or pop in the dance video game
and cut loose together.

n Drive around town and take in the
holiday lights and sights. Plan your
route ahead of time, and end the trip
with a special treat like hot cider at
your favorite spot.

E
n “Elf” your neighbors. Put together

small treat bags with gift tags that say
“You’ve Been Elfed!” Then leave
them as a secret surprise in their mai l -
boxes or hanging from the front door.

F
n Make time for friends. The kids,

especially teens, will appreciate
getting to hang out with their buddies.
If you’re hosting, make sure you have
plenty of fun snack foods.

G
n Have some fun with family game

nights. Let everyone take turns picking
their favorite board games, card games
and video games to play together.

n Spice up the holidays with ginger -
bread. You can bake gingerbread
cookies or gingerbread cake. Try your 

hand at building a gingerbread house
— either with a kit or with graham
crackers and frosting.

H
n Keep things cozy with hot chocolate.

Set up a hot chocolate station with
different flavors such as mint, caramel
or raspberry, flavored marshmallows,
and fun extras like chocolate sprinkles
or cinnamon stir sticks.

n Take part in local holiday happenings.
Go to a holiday concert; be a part of
the local holiday tree lighting cere -
mony; visit Santa; or go to a seasonal
sporting event. It’s easy to find some -
thing to put you in the holiday spirit
when you search with Bing, which
gives you performance times, ticketing
information, maps and more right
within the search page.

I
n Go ice skating at a local rink. You can

rent skates and take a spin on the ice
together.

J
n Jingle some bells. Hang bells on your front

door; make a video of the littlest ones singing
Jingle Bells or Jingle Bell Rock. And don’t
forget the jingling Salvation Army bells. Not
only can you donate, but many scout troops and
church groups volunteer to ring those bells and
collect donations, which is a great way for kids
to help a good cause.

K
n Let the kids plan a Kids’ Night In. They get to

pick the menu and the activities, and be in
charge of making the fun happen.

n Practice random acts of kindness. Encourage
everyone to do something kind for someone
else — it could be clearing snow off the side -
walk for a neighbor, doing a family member’s
chore for them, or buying a soda for the person
behind you in line.

L
n “Learn about the holiday celebrations of other

cultures,” suggests Liz. “Kids love all kinds of
celebrations, and it can be magical to find out
how other children around the world spend their
holiday time.”

M
n Make gifts to give friends, neighbors, teachers

or coaches. You can make ornaments, baked
goods, photo books, candles or pet treats.

n Plan holiday movie nights so you can enjoy the
classics. From the funny to the touching, there
are lots of ways to enjoy the silver screen’s
many tributes to the season.

N
n Experience The Nutcracker ballet. If you can’t

go to a live performance, try a recorded version
on DVD or via Netflix or Hulu.

O
n Enjoy the great outdoors, even if it’s cold. Play

in the back yard, go to the park, ride your bikes,
build a snowman, have a snowball fight, play
flag football, soccer or ring-around-the-rosies.

P
n Declare a “Pajama Day” and let everyone hang

out in pjs and slippers, and serve breakfast for
dinner.

Q
n Plan quiet time amid all the hustle and bustle of

the season. Whether it’s for naps, reading, un -
plug ged time from all electronics, or just a day
of not going anywhere, it’s important to take
time to recharge.

R
n If you leave cookies and milk for Santa, don’t

forget his reindeer. Carrots or homemade
reindeer chow will give them energy for their
long night’s journey.

n Try a restaurant you’ve never been to before. If
you’re watching your budget, go at lunch time,
when you can try smaller, lunch-size portions
for less money.

S
n Keep track of Santa’s journey around the world.

“If you’re a Santa fan,” says Liz, “use resources
like the NORAD Santa Tracker powered by
Bing, available at NoradSanta.org, to follow his
trip throughout the big day.”

T
n Trim the tree together. Don’t worry about the

tree looking magazine perfect — the point is to
have fun, and the results will be a tree you can
all be proud of.

U
n Let everyone unwrap one gift that will help get

them in the holiday spirit. It could be a milk
and cookie plate set for Santa, new holiday pjs
or socks, or a holiday-themed book or CD.

V
n Volunteer to help those in need. Some families

like to serve meals in soup kitchens, sort cloth -
ing or food donations, or collect and pack items
for shelters or soldiers.

n Have a video game marathon with games the
whole family can play.

W
n Take a walk around the neighborhood. Make it

a scavenger hunt and look for certain holiday
decorations, animals, cars and parts of nature.

X
n X marks the spot. Plan a treasure hunt in and

around the house. Write clues that lead players
from one place to the next until they find a
special, hidden gift.

Y
n Have some fun with yarn. Learn how to finger

knit or crochet. Or make holiday decorations
and crafts with yarn.

Z
n Take a holiday trip to the zoo. Many zoos have

special holiday displays and programs that let
you celebrate the season wild-style.



Ambrie Megan 
S c h a f f n e r 
and Richard 
Justin Witte 

were united in holy mat-
rimony May 19, 2012, at 
6 p.m. at The Courtyard 
in Big Spring, Texas.

The ceremony was of-
ficiated by Scott Prather 
of Waco, Texas, formal-
ly of Big Spring.

The bride was escort-
ed by her father and 
given away by her par-
ents, Shane and Cynthia 
Schaffner of Big Spring. 
The bride’s grandpar-
ents are Bill and Corene 
Schaffner of Big Spring, 
Ron and Diane Mason of 
Odessa and Linda Lin-
dell and the late Paul 
Lindell.  

The groom is the son 
of Richard and Diana 
Witte of Odessa. He is 
the grandson of Richard 
and the late Mary Witte 
of Odessa and the late 
Olivia Howard of Odes-
sa.  

The bride wore a form 

fitted, strapless, Vera 
Wang ivory taffeta mer-
maid gown with pleated 
layers at the knee, a bub-
ble hem, a gross grain 
sash and a chapel length 
train. Hand-made cro-
cheted fingerless gloves 
and a vintage birdcage 
veil — a gift from her 
maternal grandparents 
— complimented her at-
tire. 

Her accessories in-
cluded her great-grand-
mother’s pearls and a 
garter made from her 
mothers wedding dress. 
Her bouquet was an 
original creation by Al-
ley Kat Designs, hand-
tied with white peonies, 
maize rauniculas and 
artichokes.

The bride’s wedding 
band was a one-off de-
sign by the Karat Patch. 
The bride’s colors were 
maize, peacock blue and 
burlap complimenting 
the vintage venue. 

Matron of honor was 
Lauren Prather of Waco 

and Caitlin Carlisle of 
Lubbock was brides-
maid.  They wore J. 
Crew fawn colored taf-
feta dresses of their 
choice.

The best man was Jor-
dan Witte of Odessa and 
Josh Witte was grooms-
man.  

Zach Angel and Braden 
Schaffner, brothers of 
the bride, served as ush-
ers. 

Summer Angel, sister-
in-law of the bride, and 
Cheri Lindell, aunt of 
the bride, served during 
the reception.  

Alex Lindell, uncle 
of the bride, created a 
whimsical, eclectic pre-
wedding playlist for the 
guests’ enjoyment. 

A reception followed 
the ceremony, complete 
with dinner, dancing 
and a photo booth. The 
couple exited while sur-
rounded by lit sparklers 
to a chauffeured con-
vertible driven by the 
bride’s brother.  

Ambrie graduated 
from Big Spring High 
School in 2009, Universi-
ty of Texas at the Perm-
ian Basin in 2011 and 
is currently in Social 
Work Graduate studies 

at University of Texas-
Arlington.  

Justin graduated 
from Odessa Permian 
High School in 2001 and 
Odessa College in 2008. 
He is employed with 

Monticello Diagnostic 
Imaging Center in Fort 
Worth.  

After a honeymoon in 
Costa Rica, the couple 
made their home in Ar-
lington, Texas.
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Express Your Love With These 
Stunning Selections.

14K White Gold And Diamonds 
Perfectly Cradle Your .50ct-2.00ct

Center Stone.

Available in several total diamond 
weights and styles.

Inside The
Big Spring Mall

267-6335

Hours:
Monday-Saturday
 10:00am-6:00pm

24
00

32

Our Featured Couple of the week  has selected from our extensive line of 
Pottery, China, Crystal, Flatwear, Serving Pieces, Furniture, and Home Decor.

Included Below Are Our Other Registrees:
k Jordan Chesworth & Ricky Crawford
  k Katie Singleton & Garrett Fulton

    k Angela Pace & Blake Lance
k Kayla Smith & Bradan Ritchey 

k Jill Johansen & Christopher Turner

Elrod’s Accents
Inside Elrod’s Furniture

2309 Scurry                 432-267-8491

23
59

28

Wedding: December 15

Angela Pace
Bride Elect Of

Blake Lance

Bri’ana’s Hair & Nail Salon
December 16, 2012

3-6 pm

Door Prizes Every 30 Minutes!

Introducing
 Amanda Spradlin

Refreshments & Door Prizes

1001 E. 3rd St.                   432-264-1994

23
59

81

Wedding

Richard Justin and Ambrie Megan Witte

Schaffner-Witte

Visit us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Menus
Big Spring Senior 

Center
• Monday — oven-fried 

chicken, cream gravy, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, pears, carrot and 
celery sticks, rolls and 
milk.

• Tuesday — hamburg-
er steak with gravy, rice 
pilaf, seasoned spinach, 
lemon pudding, rolls, V-8 
juice and milk.

• Wednesday — beef 
stew, cornbread, cottage 
cheese salad, pineapple 
tidbits, angel cake and 
milk.

• Thursday — sliced 
ham, pinto beans, sea-

soned greens, biscuit, 
sliced onion and tomato, 
ambrosia and milk.

• Friday — turkey and 
dressing, green beans, 
Waldorf salad, pumpkin 
pie, rolls and milk.

Big Spring ISD
• Monday — Breakfast: 

apple jacks, assorted fruit 
juice and mik; Lunch: 
nacho grande, border 
beans, fruit cocktail, sal-
sa, lettuce/tomato topping 
and milk.

• Tuesday — Breakfast: 
sausage roll, assorted 
fruit juice and milk; Lunch: 
steak fingers, mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, mixed 
vegetables, apricots, roll 
and milk.

• Wednesday — Break-
fast: baked cheese sticks, 
assorted fruit juice and 
milk; Lunch: chicken nug-
gets, mac and cheese, 
carrots, celery sticks, 
pears, orange smiles, 
ranch and milk.

• Thursday — Breakfast: 
blueberry waffle, assorted 
fruit juice and milk; Lunch: 
chicken enchiladas, sal-
ad, ranch, green beans, 
applesauce, grapes and 
milk.

• Friday — Breakfast: 
pancake on a stick, as-
sorted fruit juice and milk; 
Lunch: chicken patty, let-
tuce, tomato, pickles, 

broccoli, ranch, straw-
berries and bananas and 
milk.

Forsan ISD
Breakfast
• Monday — cinnamon 

roll, cereal, juice and 
milk.

• Tuesday — scrambled 
eggs, cereal, juice and 
milk.

• Wednesday — biscuit 
and sausage, cereal, juice 
and milk.

• Thursday — pancake 
wrap, cereal, juice and 
milk.

• Friday — cereal, toast, 
juice and milk.

Elementary/Junior High 
Lunch

• Monday — toasted 
turkey ham and cheese 
sandwich, broccoli bites 
with ranch dressing, gar-
den salad with ranch 
dressing, orange smiles, 
baked potato chips and 
milk.

• Tuesday — crispy ta-
cos, salsa, garden sal-
ad with ranch dressing, 
charro beans, cinnamon 
applesauce and milk.

• Wednesday — chick-
en nuggets, mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, carrot 
coins, strawberries and 
bananas, roll, ketchup 
and milk.

• Thursday — turkey 

and cheese wrap, sweet 
potato rounds, cucumber 
dippers and milk.

• Friday — spaghetti 
and meatballs, garden 
salad with ranch dress-
ing, savory green beans, 
sliced peaches and milk.

High School lunch
• Monday — toasted 

turkey, ham and cheese 
sandwich, broccoli bites 
with ranch dressing, gar-
den salad with ranch 
dressing, orange smiles, 
baked potato chips, fresh 
fruit, fruit juice and milk.

• Tuesday — crispy ta-
cos, charro beans, span-
ish rice, garden salad with 
ranch dressing, cinnamon 
applesauce, salsa, fresh 
fruit, fruit juice and milk.

• Wednesday — chick-
en nuggets, mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, carrot 
coins, roll, strawberries 
and bananas, fresh fruit, 
fruit juice, ketchup and 
milk.

• Thursday — turkey 
and cheese wrap, sweet 
potato rounds, cucumber 
dippers with ranch dress-
ing, seasonal fruit, choco-
late chip cookie, fruit juice 
and milk.

• Friday — spaghetti 
and meatballs, garden 
salad with ranch dressing, 
breadstick, savory green 
beans, juice and milk.



Business and agriculture
Do you have an interesting 
item for the Business and 
Agriculture pages? Call the 
Herald at 263-7331.
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Bhupen Agrawal is branch 
manager and a managing 
director — investments for 
the Wachovia Securities 
Midland office.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior 
registered client associate and 
the senior associate to the 
branch manager.

Courtesy photo

Scenic Mountain Medical Center presented a donation of more than $30,000 to the United Way of 
Big Spring and Howard County. The money, raised from various events and employee contributions, 
will benefit the 16 supported agencies for the 2013 campaign.

Remodeling to begin at SNB
Special to the Herald

State National Bank has an-
nounced plans for a renovation 
and remodel of the first floor of its 
main office located at 901 Main St. 
in Big Spring. The project, which 
also includes construction of a 
new front entrance, is planned to 
begin in January and is expected 
to be completed by mid-summer 
2013.

State National Bank was char-
tered in 1909 and was originally 
located at 204 Main St. William 
B. Currie, one of the founding di-
rectors of the bank, later became 
president of the bank before re-
linquishing the reins to T.S. Cur-
rie. 

T.S. Currie’s son, Robert W. 
Currie, succeeded his father as 
president from 1951 until 1974. 

John Currie then served as presi-
dent from 1974 until 1988. Jim R. 
Purcell took over as president 
and CEO at that time and served 
in that capacity until 2012, when 
he was named chairman of the 
board and CEO and Richard C. 
Steel was named president.

The Bank has always been lo-
cated on Main Street, although 
at different locations. SNB was 
located at 204 Main St. from 1909 
until 1934, when it moved to 124 
Main St. and operated there un-
til May 1979, when it moved to its 
current location.

During renovation, bank cus-
tomers will see many changes, 
officials said. 

“Some of the staff will be tem-
porarily relocated to other areas 
during construction, so if you 
notice your favorite bank rep-

resentative has been displaced, 
please rest assured that he or she 
has merely been briefly relocated 
and is still there to serve you,” 
Senior Vice President Franklin 
Weber said in a statement. 

This is a multi-phase construc-
tion project, which will occur 
during regular business hours 
and after hours, whenever pos-
sible. 

“Management will strive for 
minimal disruption in meeting 
the needs of its customers,” We-
ber said. “The end result will 
be an updated banking facility, 
which will provide more conve-
nience for bank customers.

“State National Bank wishes to 
thank the community is advance 
for their patience and under-
standing during this process,” he 
added.

As always, Santa is going to find out who 
has been naughty and nice before he 
visits this holiday season. But given 
the record-breaking retail sales over the 

“Black Friday” weekend, even those who haven’t 
been so nice this year stand to see some great gifts 
under the tree when they wake up on Christmas 
morning.

Despite the current high rate of unemployment 
and under-employment, Americans hit the stores 
with gusto and spent more than $52 billion during 
the Thanksgiving weekend. Part of that total also 
included record Internet sales.  

In fact, according to the National Retail Fed-
eration, 226 million shoppers spent an average of 
nearly $400 each over the four-day weekend peri-
od. We thought that was a misprint when the data 
was first published.

Clearly, American consumers were ready to 
open their wallets and spend some money, putting 
much of the purchases on credit cards that will be 
paid back over time. But look at some of the recent 
economic indicators: Consumer confidence is at a 
multi-year high and the housing market appears 
to have bottomed, as prices are going up modestly 
in many parts of the country.  

In addition, gasoline prices have fallen dramati-
cally in the past few months, which puts more cash 
into consumers’ pockets to spend on discretionary 
items. Finally, vehicle sales have continued to be 
a bright spot, as the average age of a car on the 
road in the U.S. is more ten years old and more 
and more cars need to be replaced.

Those factors have combined to help kick this 
holiday shopping season off to a great start. But 
after a record-breaking opening weekend, will the 
good times last? And how will the stock market re-
act to a more free-spending consumer?  

Is the stock market even paying attention to con-
sumers right now, or are investors more focused 
on the “fiscal cliff” discussions and the resulting 
headlines coming out of Washington? All of these 
are legitimate questions that will be answered in 
the next few weeks.

Right now, it seems investors who would nor-
mally be paying attention to every scrap of data 
concerning holiday spending and retail sales re-
sults are sitting back and waiting for the next im-
promptu press statement by the Senate majority 
leader or the Speaker of the House.  

The ebb and flow of the market over the next few 
weeks or even the next month or two will likely 
be determined by what our elected officials do – or 
don’t do – to address the fiscal cliff.

Our advice is to be jolly this holiday season and 
appreciate the gifts that have been bestowed on us 
all. 

They include the gift of a market opportunity to 
buy stocks at reasonable valuations when the ma-
jor indices have pulled back from their highs. ‘Tis 
the season to put at least a portion of sideline cash 
to work.

Past Performance is no guarantee of future re-
sults. This article was produced on Nov. 28, 2012 
by Scott Wren, Wells Fargo Advisors Senior Eq-
uity Strategist, and provided courtesy of Bhupen 
Agrawal, Managing Director - Branch Manager of 
Wells Fargo Advisors’ Midland office, at (432) 684-
7335. The material has been prepared or is distrib-
uted solely for informational purposes and is not a 
solicitation or an offer to buy or sell any security, 
or instrumental to participate in any trading strat-
egy.

Circle I Bank Group announces 
deal to purchase Western Bank
Special to the Herald

Circle I Bank Group 
Inc. today announced 
that a definitive agree-
ment to acquire West-
ern Bancshares Inc. and 
its subsidiary, Western 
Bank of Coahoma, Tex-
as, has been approved by 
Western Bancshares’s 
shareholders and bank 
regulatory authorities. 

The transaction is ex-
pected to close by the 
end of the year.

Western Bank current-
ly operates branches in 
Lubbock, Big Spring, 
Abilene, Coahoma, Lo-
raine and Brownwood, 
Texas, and after the ac-
quisition, the bank will 
continue to operate un-
der the name of West-
ern Bank at all existing 
locations. 

As of Sept. 30, 2012, 
Western Bank had total 
assets of $184 million.

Circle I is a newly 
formed bank holding 
company that will own 
Western Bank as a whol-
ly owned subsidiary. 

The shareholders of 
Circle I include the Ir-
win family, who own 
and operate the Gruver 
State Bank in Gruver 
Texas. 

“Our family has been 
involved in commu-

nity banking for gen-
erations,” said John 
S. Irwin, chairman 
of Gruver State Bank 
and Circle I. “We have 
been looking for expan-
sion opportunities that 
match the community 
banking philosophy and 
culture we have at Gru-
ver State Bank. 

“We believe that West-
ern Bank is a great fit, 
and we look forward to 
working with Western 
Bank President and 

CEO Jim Richmond and 
his team to continue to 
provide exceptional ser-
vice to Western Bank’s 
customers,” added Ir-
win.

“In making this deci-
sion, we wanted to be 
certain that Western 
Bank’s long-standing 
commitment to the com-
munities and custom-
ers we have served over 
the years is continued,” 
Richmond said. 

“The Circle I group 
shares our mission and 
this transaction will en-
hance Western Bank’s 
ability to serve our 
customers. I’m excited 
about the future of West-
ern Bank.” 

Richmond will con-
tinue as President and 
CEO of Western Bank 
after the acquisition.

“We believe that Western Bank is a 
great fit, and we look forward to 
working ... to continue to provide 
exceptional service to Western 
Bank’s customers.” 

John S. Irwin
Circle I chairman

Toy safety: Important information for Santa’s helpers
Better Business Bureau

Back in the day, lawn darts 
were the height of toy fash-
ion. Now, parents gasp at the 
idea of giving their children a 
flying projectile with a sharp 
metal point. Safety has be-
come paramount to both toy 
manufacturers and law mak-
ers.

A report recently released 
by the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission estimated 
there were 193,200 toy-related 
injuries to children younger 
than 15 years of age in 2011. Of 
those estimated injuries, ap-
proximately 44 percent were 

categorized as lacerations, 
contusions or abrasions of 
some kind. When it comes to 
toy-related injuries, the head 
and face area is the most com-
monly affected area of the 
body.

If your shopping list in-
cludes the names of a few good 
boys or girls, Better Business 
Bureau offers the following 
advice to ensure that the toys 
you give are safe:

Find out which toys have 
been recalled. Visit the Con-
sumer Product Safety Com-
mission’s website at www.
recalls.gov. If the toy or prod-
uct has been recalled, check 

the guidelines for what to do 
next.

Make sure the toy is age-
appropriate. Toy safety isn’t 
only about avoiding recalled 
products; you also need to 
make sure you’re buying ap-
propriate toys for the age of 
the child. Read and follow the 
age recommendation listed 
on the package or toy.

Read labels. Look for age 
recommendations, such 
as “Not recommended for 
children under 3,” and for 
other safety labels including 
“Flame retardant” or “Flame 
resistant” on fabric products.

Be cautious of older toys or 

hand-me-downs. While buy-
ing a gently used toy might 
be cost effective, they may 
not meet current safety stan-
dards and could be too worn 
from play that they break and 
become hazardous.

Be careful when shopping 
online. 

Internet toy vendors may 
not be as vigilant as brick and 
mortar stores about pulling 
recalled products off the shelf 
or flagging bar codes.

Besides knowing how to 
purchase toys that are safe, 
it’s important to be aware of 
safety hazards once the toys 
have been opened. Once toys 

are opened, CPSC suggests 
you:

Immediately discard plastic 
wrapping or other toy pack-
aging before they become 
dangerous play things.

Keep toys appropriate for 
older children away from 
younger siblings.

Supervise all battery charg-
ing. Chargers and adapters 
can pose thermal burn haz-
ards to young children. Pay 
attention to instructions and 
warnings on battery char-
gers. 

Some chargers lack any 
mechanism to prevent over-
charging.



Business4B Big Spring Herald
Sunday, December 9, 2012

By Steve Beckersudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 2 of 5 - Hard

3 1 4

8 9 6 7

5 6

2 8 4 5

4 9

4 3 7 1

6 5

2 9 3 6

5 2 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Public Records
Howard County Jus-

tice of the Peace Out-
standing IBC Warrants:

Sherri Monique Aldridge, 
1507 E. Sixth St., Big 
Spring

Carol J. Anderson, PO 
Box 1143, Stanton

Patricia Ann Bacon, 
5700 Cedar Rd. Apt. 2, 
Big Spring

Amanda Nicole Bair, 
1103 E. 15th St., Big 
Spring

Charles Howard Baker, 
118 Shiloh, Victoria

Jessica Lynn Banks, CR 
1200, Lubbock

Johnny Barraza, 429 
Westover, Big Spring

Tommy Billalba Jr., 3614 
Hamilton, Big Spring

Jennifer Leigh Black, 
1405 E. Barton, Temple

William Riley Bounds, 
1818 Corsicana, Dallas

Joe Ray Brown, 902 
Hickory, Abilene

Vanessa Calderon, 1504 
Kentucky, Big Spring

Emily Denise Carrillo, 
2610 Albrook, Big Spring

Donald Cervantes, 1211 
Lloyd, Big Spring

Trystan Taelor Ceval-
los, 3912 E. Hwy. 350, Big 
Spring

Joshua Adam Cisneros, 
802 Culp, Coahoma

Melissa Cisneros, 1810 
S. Benton, Big Spring

Christoval Corralez, 
1105 N. Nolan, Big Spring

Melissa Crawford, 1207 
Mulberry, Big Spring

Jennifer R. Crow, 1714 
Fort Worth, Brownwood

Montie Dee Daniels, 
2606 Chanute, Big Spring

Julie E. Davis, 5202 
Bangor Ave. Apt. K301, 
Lubbock

Stefan Deal, 102 Casie 
Ln. Apt. 1, Fort Worth

Manuel Delosrios, 707 
Lorilla, Big Spring

Teana Demeny-Roberts, 
5601 N. Service Rd., Big 
Spring

Delores Dohnalik, 1500 
Stones Throw, Horseshoe 
Bay

Michael Angelo Dorado, 
2202 William Rd., Big 
Spring

Josepy James Eckert, 
1123 Newhaven Trail, 
Pearland

Maria Luisa Elizondo, 
603 S. Second, Meadow

Kristi L. Elliot, 603 E. 
12th St., Big Spring

Alexandria Nicole Es-
canuela, 2521 Chanute, 
Big Spring

Brittany Vanessa Es-
canuela, 302 Circle, Big 
Spring

John Randall Evatt, 
4301 W. 49th St. Apt. 329, 
Amarillo

Kristen Falcon, 2606 
Fairchild, Big Spring

Amy Michelle Fields, 
102 N. Fifth St., Coahoma

Sharlamarr Frink, 3723 
Monclair, Odessa

Joey Lee Garcia, 3102 
Ave. C, Snyder

Noel Garcia II, 1604 
Robin, Big Spring

Pedro Garcia, 806 John-
son, Big Spring

Joe Nick Garfias Jr., of 
1309 Runnels, Big Spring

Kay Lynn Garrett, 2609 
Wasson Rd. Apt. 45, Big 
Spring

Rosa M. George, 509 W. 
Second, Stanton

Joseph Blake Gist, 3500 
Cedar Run, Abilene

Nicholas Gonzales, 903 
Creighton, Big Spring

Roxanne Deanda Gon-
zales, 539 Westover Apt. 
211, Big Spring

Eunice Torres Gonzalez, 
7311 Westmoor, Odessa

Whitney Marquez Gray, 
2934 Old Anson Rd., 
Abilene

Robert Earl Green II, 
2512 Fairchild, Big Spring

Kimberly Hargrove, PO 
Box 1985, Big Spring

Tracy Lenn Haynie, 503 
Kylie Lane, Wylie

Bryan David Hernandez, 
1500 Kentucky Way, Big 
Spring

Ruby G. Hernandez, 
1002 N. Main St. Apt. 48, 
Big Spring

Ashley Rae Hodge, 3214 
Drexel, Big Spring

Danny Holt, 125 Farney 
Rd., Lorena

April M. Horton, 1705 
Charles, Portsouth, Ohio

Bradley Ryan Hor-
ton, 601 Linda Lane, Big 
Spring

Dana Michelle Hudgins, 
P.Q. Box 837, Coahoma

Ashley Nicole Islas, 1104 
Wood, Big Spring

Brian Ivanchan, 1208 
Mulberry, Big Spring

Mandy Diane Jenkins, 

8707 E. Highway 350, Big 
Spring

Lonnie Malcolm John-
son, 1211 Ridgeroad, Big 
Spring

Christopher Shawn 
Jones, 112 McDonald Rd., 
Big Spring

Donald Jones, 3718 
Ave. V, Snyder

Jason Earnest Key, 900 
Abrams, Big Spring

Albert Leal, 2522 Al-
brook, Big Spring

Robert Lee Lopez, 503 
E. 18th, Big Spring

Jenny Marie Hamilton 
Lyon, 4201 W. Highway 
80 Apt. 6, Big Spring

Aaron Christopher Mack, 
2134 Bonham, Odessa

James Elijah Marlow, 
2001 Runnels, Big Spring

Daniel Marrujo, 511 N. 
Concho, Roby

Todd Vincent Martin, 409 
Woodcrest, Midland

Joe Martinez, 2525 
Fairchild, Big Spring

Manuel Martinez Jr., 702 
NE Iowa, Lamesa

Fidel M. Martinez, 705 
N.W. Eighth St., Big 
Spring

Ronnie Trevino Marti-
nez, 1109 E. 11th place, 
Big Spring

Norman James Mc-
Neese, 1098 LCR 317, 
Colorado City

Betty Jane McWilliams, 
2511 Hunter, Big Spring

Cory James Michale-
wicz, 1106 Briscoe Cove, 
Hutto

Eddie Glen Mills, 5142 
PDQ Rd., Colorado City

Nicholas Craig Mills, 
3225 Cornell, Big Spring

Chelsea Kristyne Mill-
spaugh, 7403 N. Service 
Road, Big Spring

Alicia Morales, 3307 E. 
11th Place, Big Spring

Jose Munoz, 3804 Con-
nally, Big Spring

Melissa Nieto, 615 Tu-
lane, Big Spring

John Randall O’Harrow, 
107 S. Main, Big Spring

Nancy Ortega, 1111 E. 
14th, Big Spring

James Michael Perez, 
626 Tulane, Big Spring

Fred Allen Perry, 1425 E. 
Sixth Apt. 107, Big Spring

Taylor James Perry, 
2105 Sydney Baker Apt. 
228, Kerriville

Joshua Plaia, 1401 E. 

18th, Big Spring
Jarum Renee Pryor, 802 

N. Plaza, Big Lake
Randy Randolph, 2514 

Albrook, Big Spring
Michael Neal Roberts, 

538 Westover, Apt. 103, 
Big Spring

Roberta Garza Rodri-
guez, 1103 Stanford, Big 
Spring

Lisa J. Rubio, 1303 Syc-
amore, Big Spring

Leza Lopez Ruiz, 1520 
Tucson, Big Spring

Miguel Andres Sanchez, 
64 McCaleb Rd., Mont-
gomery

Anastasia Clarice Sand-
ers, 1401 Culpepper Ave., 
Wilson

Brittany Nicole Savell, 
425 E. Davis Rd., Big 
Spring

Warren Victor Schneider, 
803 Atlantic, Coahoma

Jamie Serrato, 1401 N. 
Highway 87Apt. 203, Big 
Spring

Kennedra Wynell Shel-
ton, 400 N. Fourth, Corsi-
cana

Angela Gay Smith, 102 
N. Ash, Coahoma

Charles Ray Smith, 2911 
W. Highway 80, Apt. 155, 
Big Spring

Tiffany Katherine 
Stokes, 1407 E. 19th St., 
Big Spring

Timothy Donald Taylor, 
4000 W. Highway 80 No. 
18, Big Spring

David Wayne Turner, 
3204 Irving, Snyder

Abram Unger, 503 NE 
Fourth, Seminole

Brittania Kay Upchurch, 
4303 Princeton, Midland

Alonzo Vasquez, 306 W. 
Seventh St., Iraan

Timothy Shea Wargo, 
624 State, Big Spring

Charles Watson, 804 W. 
I-20 Apt. 127, Big Spring

Thomas Weeks, P.O. 
Box 110891, Anchorage, 
Alaska

Michael Wade Welch, 
700 S. Aylesford, Big 
Spring

Jamie Wiggins, 1905 
Wasson Rd. Apt. 28, Big 
Spring

Byran Paul Williams, 
1409 E. Main St., Round 
Rock

Calvin Williams, 1313 
Mulberry, Big Spring

Kevin Lamont Williams, 

1809 Nolan, Big Spring
Mary Lou Wilson, 610 

N.E. Ninth, Big Spring
Frances Elena Yanez, 

1610 Cardinal, Big Spring
James Edward Young, 

3313 Auburn, Big Spring
Dennis Anthony Zara-

goza, 4534 Sinclair, Big 
Spring

Mary Esther Zubiate, 
1103 S. 11th Place, Big 
Spring

County Court 
Decisions:
Probated Judgment: 

Rageleo Hernandez, crim-
inal mischief - more than 
$50 and less than $500, 
$500 fine, $332 court 
costs, 180 days in jail 
(jail time suspended, 12 
months probation).

Probated Judgment: 
Isaiah Matthew James, 
duty on striking fixture or 
highway landscape - more 
than $200, $100 fine, $282 
court costs, 180 days in 
jail (jail time suspended, 
12 months probation).

Judgment and Sentence: 
Mark Matthew Lindem, 
theft of property - more 
than $500 and less than 
$1,500, $100 fine, $282 
court costs, 120 days in 
jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
Mark Matthew Lindem, 
theft of property - more 
than $500 and less than 
$1,500, $100 fine, $332 
court costs, 120 days in 
jail.

judgment and Sentence: 
Ronald P. Casillas III, theft 
by check - more than $20 
and less than $500, $100 
fine, $332 court costs, 90 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sen-
tence: Terrence A. Young, 
assault causing bodily in-
jury, $100 fine, $282 court 
costs, 75 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
John Flores Jr., theft of 
property - more than $50 
and less than $500, $250 
fine, $282 court costs, 30 
days in jail.

Judgment and Sen-
tence: Valerie Miramontes 
Garcia, failure to identify 
as a fugitive - giving false 
information, $250 fine, 
$282 court costs, 30 days 
in jail.

District Court Filings:
Robbie Kirk Tindol vs. 

Julie Anna Tindol, divorce.
Robinson Drilling vs. 

Mike Robinson, civil.
Michael Lee Urias vs. 

Grace Leann Urias, fam-
ily.

Todd Everett Moland vs. 
Andrea Denise Moland, 
divorce.

Miguel Martinez vs. L.L. 
Bros. LLC, injury or dam-
ages with a motor vehicle.

Chase E. Ey vs. Whitney 
N. Ey, divorce.

Marriage Licenses:
William Arthur Reed III, 

57, and Elizabeth Jean 
Campbell, 56, both of Big 
Spring.

Justin S. Ditto, 23, of 
Big Spring and Melissa M. 
Castillo, 25, of Abilene.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: Jarmco
Grantee: Jim F. Webb 

Inc.
Property: Lot 4, Block 1, 

McLaughlin Subdivision
Date: Oct. 31, 2012

Grantor: Michael Mauzey 
and Melissa Mauzey

Grantee: Laurence Wil-
son and Margaret Wilson

Property: A 1.624-acre 
tract out of out of Section 
46, Block 31, T-1-N, T&P 
RR Co. Survey

Date: Oct. 30 ,2012

Grantor: Michael Mauzey 
and Melissa Mauzey

Grantee: Laurence Wil-
son and Margaret Wilson

Property: A 3.08-tract out 
of Section 46, Block 31, T-
1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey

Grantor: Manuel Marti-
nez Jr.

Grantee: Gary Cunning-
ham and Ester Cunning-
ham

Property: A tract out of 
Section 47, Block 31, T-
1-N, T&P RR Co. Survey

Grantor: Kristi Anne Tay-
lor

Grantee: Lonnie J. 
Prater and husband Gary 
Prater

Property: Lot 7, Block 
19, College Heights Addi-
tion

Visit us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Pilots OK new deal with American Airlines
DALLAS (AP) — Pilots 

at American Airlines 
approved a new labor 
contract, which could 
clear the way for consid-
eration of a merger with 
US Airways.

The pilots’ union an-
nounced Friday that 74 
percent of its members 
voted to ratify the con-
tract. Pilots rejected a 
similar offer in August, 
but union leaders lob-
bied hard for passage 
the second time around.

Under the contract, 
pilots will get pay raises 
and own 13.5 percent of 
American Airlines’ par-
ent AMR Corp. after it 
emerges from bankrupt-
cy protection.

Union officials and an-
alysts say the vote gives 
AMR creditors certain-
ty about the company’s 
labor costs, making it 
easier for them to weigh 
which gives them more 
money — American on 
its own, or getting big-
ger through a merger 
with US Airways.

“This contract repre-
sents a bridge to a merg-
er with US Airways,” 
said union spokesman 
Dennis Tajer. He said 
the vote “should not in 
any way be viewed as 
support for the Ameri-
can stand-alone plan or 
for this current manage-
ment team.”

American also hailed 

the vote as a key step 
in its turnaround after 
years of heavy losses.

The pilots’ vote “gives 
us the certainty we need 
for American to success-
fully restructure,” said 
AMR spokesman Bruce 
Hicks. He added that 
“the modernization of 
our company is well un-
der way, and we remain 
focused on emerging as 
a competitive, world-
class airline.”

AMR and American 
filed for bankruptcy 
protection in November 
2011. 

With the pilots’ deal 
in hand, the company 
could exit Chapter 11 
early next year, a fast-
er reorganization than 
those in the last decade 
at United Airlines and 
Delta Air Lines.

Friday’s vote filled in 
the last unknown piece 
in AMR’s labor-cost 
puzzle. It will help AMR 
creditors weigh the com-
pany’s plan to emerge 
from bankruptcy pro-
tection on its own ver-
sus a merger that would 
leave US Airways’ ex-
ecutives running the 
combined operation. US 
Airways has vowed that 
if it prevails, it will keep 
the American Airlines 
name and be based in 
American’s hometown 
of Fort Worth, Texas.

American has about 

7,500 active pilots plus 
a few hundred others on 
furlough.

The 6-year contract 
will raise pilots’ pay by 
4 percent on signing and 
2 percent per year after 
that, with an adjustment 
in the third year to bring 
pay in line with that at 
other big airlines. 

The union will get 

13.5 percent of the stock 
in the new AMR when 
it emerges from bank-
ruptcy, which analysts 
estimate would amount 
to at least $100,000 per 
pilot.

In exchange, pilots 
will fly more hours and 
American will get more 
flexibility to outsource 
flying to other airlines.
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Announcements

SANTA FOR RENT
Company & Family Parties
Appointments & Information

Call
(432)816-8278, 816-4473.

Garage Sales
GARAGE SALE: 1004 N. 
Lamesa Hwy, Sunday 8-5. 
Home decorations, Christmas 
deco., furniture, washer & 
dryer, desiner purses, women 
& childrens clothing.

MOVING!!!   HUGE   3  Day 
Garage Sale! Begins on Friday 
9am-6pm, Saturday 8am-7pm 
and Sunday 8am-12pm.  1219 
S. Moss Lake Road, 

Help Wanted
EXPERIENCE FARM Hand 
Wanted! Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

$30,000 SIGN-ON BONUS
NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver    for    fuel    deliveries. 
Starting Salary $23.00 per hr., 
all full medical benefits paid, 
retirement plan, vacation and 
sick leave. Must have CDL & 
good driving record. Come by 
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels/ 
Chevron, Big Spring. 
(432)263-0033.

Help Wanted
BIG SPRING STATE 

HOSPITAL
HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

LVNs – 
DAY & EVENING Shifts

Job Posting # 208213
Earn up to $2,666.60 

per month (DOE)
$15.85/hr

Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistants 

Job Posting # 208654
Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1,706.75 
per month

Car Pool Available in 
Lamesa 10-6, Midland 2-10 
And Colorado City all shifts
Our benefit package includes:

Paid Vacation, Sick Leave,
Holidays State Paid Insurance, 

Matching Retirement, 
Educational Leave, and 

Nursing Educational Stipends.
On campus housing is offered 

depending on availability
Contact our Job Center for Job 

Descriptions
or to Arrange a Campus Tour

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application online 
at 

https://
accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Contact Paula Shelburne at 
432-268-7464 

Once you have completed
your application

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Help Wanted Help Wanted
118TH    JUDICIAL District 
Juvenile Probation Department 
is accepting applications for the 
position of Juvenile Probation 
Officer.      Texas     Human 
Resources Code Sec: 141.061 
outlines       the      minimum 
requirements necessary:
1) Must be 21 years of age or

older on the date of hire
2) Be of good moral character
3) Must have a bachelor’s 

degree from accredited
college university;

4) And have either;
(A) One year of graduate 

study in criminology, correc-
tions, counseling, law, social 
work, psychology, sociology, or 
other     field     of    instruction 
approved by the state, or;
(B) One year of work experi-

ence in case work, counseling, 
community corrections, group 
work with offenders or other 
disadvantaged persons.
5) Must be able to pass a drug

test and criminal history
check

6) And must reside in Howard
County or be willing to 
relocate
Resume’s May be Mailed to:

118th Judicial District
Juvenile Probation 

Department
PO Box 2262

Big Spring, TX 79720
or emailed to: 
hcjpd@suddenlinkmail.com

NO PHONE CALLS 
ARE ACCEPTED!

EVENING POSITION
5:30pm-11:30pm two or three 
days/week. Apply at Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

Help Wanted
ADVERTISING SALES

REPRESENTATIVE
The  Big  Spring  Herald is 
looking for an individual to sell 
advertising in our retail depart-
ment. If you like people, are a 
team player, follow directions, 
pay  attention  to  detail,  have 
dependable transportation, 
valid drivers license and liability 
insurance, and like to make 
money, we want to talk to you!
We    offer    an    established 
account  list,  benefits,  paid 
vacation, and mileage reim-
bursement.

Apply in person:
710 Scurry

Send Resume:
PO Box 1431

Big Spring, TX 79721
Email Resume:
Advertising@

bigspringherald.com
No Phone Calls please!

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

Construction Superintendent
needed for Big Spring VA. 
Construction/project supervi-
sion    experience    req'd. 
Communication and computer 
skills a must. 30 OSHA card 
req'd. Looking for local person 
only. No relocations. No phone 
calls. Please send resumes to:

choctawcontractors@
yahoo.com

Help Wanted
CROSSROADS SALOON now 
hiring Bouncers. Experience 
preferred. Apply in person at 
3101 S HWY 87. Ask for 
Heather or Big Jerm.

EXPERIENCED WAIT-STAFF
needed for day and evening 
shift. Apply in person at Big 
Spring Country Club. No phone 
calls please.

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Must have a desire to work in a 
team environment  and the 
ability to follow directions. Must 
have at least 1 yr maintenance 
experience. Abilities to include: 
painting experience; general 
plumbing,  general  sheetrock 
repair and texture and HVAC 
skills. Must have own tools, 
ability to take afterhours and 
weekend calls; valid TX drivers 
license and liability insurance. 
Apply in person at Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place.

HIRING EXPERIENCED CDL 
drivers.  1-2  yrs  experience 
required,  with  clean  driving 
record.  Pay   DOE. Health, 
vision, and dental insurance 
100% paid! Apply in person: 
9400 Service Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604     for      more 
information.

HIRING EXPERIENCED dozer 
and maintainer operators. 2 
yrs. minimum heavy equipment 
experienced required. Pay 
DOE. Health,  vision, and 
dental insurance 100% paid!
Valid DL required. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd., 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604 for more info...

HOUSEKEEPING POSITION
3:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Apply at Jack & 
Jill, 1708 Nolan.

CITY OF
BIG SPRING

Utility Service Worker

Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator

Heavy Equipment Operator

Heavy Equipment Operator 
Compost

Sanitation Truck Driver

Water Treatment Plant
Operator

Maintenance Worker
Facilities

Inventory Specialist

Heavy Equipment Operator
Streets

Code Enforcement
Superintendent

Maintenance Worker 
Sports Complex

Permit & Code Technician

Drafting Technician

Seasonal Water Treatment
Plant Operator

Seasonal Sanitation Truck
Driver

For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or apply in person in the

located at 310 Nolan
(432) 264-2346

23
53
26

Snyder, TX

Full-time positions
Available for:

ER Nurse Manager
RN with 3-5 years of ER experience required

Management experience preferred

Operating Room Manager
3-5 years OR experience required
Management experience preferred

PTO & ETO
Health Insurance
Retirement Plan

If interested you may download an application at
www.cogdellhospital.com

and email to cmh.lwarren@cogdellhospital.com
or apply in person at
Human Resources

1700 Cogdell Blvd.
Snyder, TX 79549

Fax (325) 574-7136
(325) 574-7185 235315

Western Container Corporation

How would you like to spend the rest of your career in a true 
team-based work environment where no time clocks exist, 

and a culture that refers to - Personal Responsibility, Profes-
sional Behavior, Integrity, and Mutual Respect.
We are the world-class manufacturer of Pet Coca-Cola 
bottles in North America and we are currently seeking ap-
plicants for Injection Maintenance Technician.

The successful candidate must be able to perform quality 
work on hydraulic, electrical and mechanical high-speed 
machinery and willing to work the night shift. Candidates 
must be a high school graduate or equivalent and have a 
minimum of 3 years experience in the industrial mainte-

Applications available:

Monday through Friday

Or contact Human Resource
235318

HOSPITAL
M E D I C A L A RTS

Medical Arts Home Care

HOME CARE OFFICE/BILLING MANAGER
Responsibilities include the management of billing, ac-
counts receivable and collections for Medical Arts Home 
Care. This individual will supervise office staff and coordi-
nate office functionality and flow. Must hold an Associate’s 
Degree in Accounting, Business Administration or related 
field, or equivalent years of experience and education. 
Medical billing experience required, preferably in Home 
Care operations.
Personal skills required include someone who is motivat-
ed, highly organized and a great communicator.

MEDICAL ARTS HOME CARE
LVN

Duties include providing appropriate care to patients 
in their homes, under the direction of a physician or 
RN and maintaining accurate documentation of home vis-
its. Hours are Monday through Friday, some call.

Apply/Inquire at:
Medical Arts Hospital

Human Resources
2200 N. Bryan Ave.  

Lamesa, Texas 79331
806-872-5727 #2009 

806-872-0823 fax

23
53

27

AUCTION
THURSDAY, DEC. 13...9:30 AM

VERL D. AND ALOMA SHAW TRUST - OWNER
“Due to the death of Mr. & Mrs. Shaw, the following will 

be sold at auction.”
TRACTORS, SPRAYERS, CATERPILLAR, RTK: 2-2007 JD 
8130 MFWD, Green Star Ready (NICE), 2000 JD 8130 MFWD, 
Green Star Redy (CLEAN), 1975 JD 4430, 1971 JD 4320 w/Hi-
Master Loader, 2010 JD 4730 Self-Propelled Srayer, Loaded 
(GOOD), Caterpillar D-3 (Good), 3-RTK Guiding Systems 
(GOOD), Wildcat Spot Sprayer, and more.

STRIPPERS, MODULES, BOLL BUGGY, VEHICLES: 2006 JD 
7460 Stripper (CLEAN), 2005 JD 7460 Stripper (CLEAN), KBH 
Stripper Module Builder (GOOD), KBH Picker Module Build-
er (GOOD), Crustbuster Boll Buggy (GOOD), 2009 Chev 2500 
HD Allison Duramax Crew Cab PU (GOOD), 2004 Ford F-350 
PU, 1995-F-250 Ford PU
PLUS: Assorted Farm Equipment, Livestock Equipment, 
Tanks, Trailers, Seed, Shop Equipment and Much Miscella-
neous.
NOTE: This is a list of very high quality and late model equip-
ment. Bring a friend with you because we will be running 2 
lines of auctioneering on small items.

CONTACT: Quality Auctioneers, (806) 866-4646, 
Charles Macha, Auctioneer #6911 (806) 893-7151, 

Dero Shaw (432) 270-3055.

See pictures and full list with description:
www.qualityauctioneers.com

LOCATION: From Ackerly, TX (Dawson Co.) south 10.5 
miles on US 87, west 2.5 miles on FM 846, and then south 
1.5 miles on CR 15. OR from Big Spring, TX (Howard Co.) 
north 14 miles on US 87, West 2.5 miles on FM 846, and 
then south 1.5 miles on CR 15.

235324

Home Health Agency Hiring!
HealthSouth Home Care Agency of

Midland/Odessa
1800 Heritage Boulevard, Midland, TX 79707

We have currently expanded our service area 
into Howard County and we have the following 

positions open:

Home Health PT - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health PTA - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health RN - PRN (Big Spring Area)
Home Health OT - PRN (Big Spring Area)

We offer competitive salaries and a great working environment!

For immediate consideration, please e-mail your resume directly to:
Tina Parker

Director of Human Resources
E-mail: tina.mparker@healthsouth.com
Phone: 432-520-1607  Fax: 432-520-1704

Not looking for an opportunity?
Please share this information with anyone who 

might be interested! 235314

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

J&J
HANDYMAN

Garage Doors, Air-conditions,
Fixture, Paint, Drywall, 

Carpentry...
Home Remodeling,
Hardwood Floors.

Small Jobs? Small Prices
432-816-0658

www.jnjhandyman.com

23
60

42

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

REPAIR APPLIANCES

24
13

88

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
AND CASH FOR 

UNWANTED 
APPLIANCES.

(432) 813-6281

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”

231169

CONCRETE

22
97

14

Quality Concrete
and

Metal Building
Residential and Commercial
Garage • Shed • Carports, 

etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

CALL
816-6839

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT
23

14
21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

LAWN SERVICE
23

98
63

M&S
 Lawn Care

Tree Service
Complete Lawn Care

Large Lot Mowing 
up to 2 acres

Senior Discount
FREE Estimate

(432) 517-5554

LAWN SERVICE

23
85

42

Big Spring
 Lawn Care

Mowing, Edging, 
Weedeating, Clean Alleys.  
All of your Lawn Care.

FREE ESTIMATES
Phone

 432-213-3582

LAWN CARE CENTER

24
03

82

You Grow It. We Mow It
We can tear your house down, and 

built it from the ground.
Paint, roofing, cleaning, hauling, etc.
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

Cheapest In Town ~ ASK AROUND
Art In Landscaping

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
I am a single mother

 (15 yrs. experience with crew)
* LANDSCAPING ~ ANY DESIGN *

Candy Thomas
(432) 517-1051

Roy Thomas
(432) 816-5367

CONTRACTOR

23
96

91

T&P CONSTRUCTION
Stucco

Driveways
Side Walks

Block Fences
and all remodeling

Call

(432) 213-5983

METAL ART

23
97

50

DON'S METAL ART
432-934-5131

6605 N. SERVICE RD.
I-20 EXIT 184

BIG SPRING, TX 
boyhowdy32@hotmail.com

O O
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$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGWELDING

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

800-335-4037

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
p y Discounts22

20
46

BBB
A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

L.A. Welding Services
24/7 Service

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688
P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721
229832

Discount for Business or Individuals
who buy Bulk.

WATER and ICE

235296

Help Wanted

Join our professional cleaning 
team! Advancement opportuni-
ties. We provide paid training, 
all  necessary  supplies and 
uniform.  Must  have  own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090

LAQUINTA INN & SUITES--
Hiring Full-time Housekeeping 
and Part-time Night Auditor. 
Must be able to work week-
ends. Apply at 1102 West I-20. 
No phone calls please.

Help Wanted
KITCHEN HELP &
CARHOPS-16 Yrs. old or 
older. Must be Neat in Appear-
ance. Honest & Dependable. 
No experience necessary will 
train. Inquire at Wagon Wheel, 
2010 Scurry St. No phone call 
Please!

KLK SERVICES is seeking 
employment for the following 
positions. Gang Pushers, 
Hands, CDL Drivers and 
Equipment  Operators which 
includes Dozer, Backhoe, 
Ditcher, Excavator operators. 
Job Location is  Tarzan TX. 
Vacation pay & Insurance 
Benefits. Call Amy @ 
432-955-8385.

Help Wanted
KNOW HIRING Blade and 
Dozer Operators. Benefits 
available. Salary DOE.  Con-
tact J.A.L. Contractors @ 
(432)264-7828.

SHOP/FIELD MECHANICS
Basin Engine and Pump
Shop and Field Mechanics 
needed for Industrial Oilfield 
Shop. Tools, Uniforms pro-
vided. Benefits package. Pay 
DOE. Please submit resume by 
fax to 432-570-1115 or email to 
shawn@basinengine.com     
Office 432-570-1114. Applica-
tions  may  be  filled  out  at 
1914 South County Road. 
1083-Midland, TX.

Help Wanted
LAMUN-LUSK-SANCHEZ

Texas State Veterans Home
It is an honor and a privilege to 
serve those who have served 
our country! Come be part of 
our team.

Skilled Maintenance Worker
Ideal candidate

will have 1 to 2 years 
HVAC experience.

We provide competitive sala-
ries and a benefits package 
that includes medical, dental, 
vision, and 401(k) retirement.

Stop by and apply today.
1809 N Hwy 87

Big Spring TX 79720
(432) 268-8387

Equal Opportunity Employer

Help Wanted
LAMUN-LUSK-SANCHEZ

Texas State Veterans Home
It is an honor and a privilege to 
serve those who have served 
our country! Come be part of 
our team.

Food Service / 
Dietary Manager

Ideal candidate will have 
dietary manager certification.

We provide competitive sala-
ries and a benefits package 
that includes medical, dental, 
vision, and 401(k) retirement.

Stop by and apply today.
1809 N Hwy 87

Big Spring TX 79720
(432) 268-8387

Equal Opportunity Employer

Help Wanted
LAMUN-LUSK-SANCHEZ

Texas State Veterans Home
It is an honor and a privilege to 
serve those who have served 
our country! Come be part of 
our team. 

We are looking for:
RN’s, LVN’s, CNA’s

Housekeeper
Assistant Cook

We provide competitive sala-
ries and a benefits package 
that includes medical, dental, 
vision, and 401(k) retirement.

Stop by and apply today.
1809 N Hwy 87

Big Spring TX 79720
(432) 268-8387

Equal Opportunity Employer

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

Pharmacist Openings
for Walgreens

in Midland and Odessa.
Offering Sign On Bonus!!!

Walgreens.jobs.com
236022

West Texas Centers
Part-time Reimbursement Support clerk is responsible for filing patient 
financials with insurance information in client charts, filing of end of 
month posting and all other reports. Duties would also include pro-
cessing and mailing paper claims and appeals. This position would be 
responsible for folding and mailing statements monthly, mailing copies 
of records to insurance companies, phone appeals and purging old 
records. Salary $8.20 - $8.75 hr DOE. GED or High School Diploma 
required. Will be required to take Excel test.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 236018

Hotel Settles
Now accepting applications for cooks, servers 

and dishwashers. No experience necessary, 
we are willing to train!

Please call 267-9500
or e-mail rcook@hotelsettles.com

for more information
235317
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Help Wanted

LOOKING FOR Font Desk 
Clerks & Housekeeping.  Apply 
at Motel 6, 600 West I-20. No 
Phone Calls Please.

MAINTENANCE TECHS
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Both full and part time 
positions available. Applicants 
must have strong organiza-
tional skills and enjoy working 
outdoors. Fax resume to 
(432)264-1761 or  apply  in 
person at Knollwood Heights 
1900 Martin Luther King Blvd.

NEED GAS processing PLANT 
OPERATORS in Midland area.
Prefer Cryo plant experience, 
computer knowledge a plus. 
Must be willing to work shift 
work. Please send resume to 
PO Box 50307, Midland, TX 
79710 or email 
MMGMeters@feagangc.com

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is now hiring:
*Full Time-Certified Med Aide
2p-10p and split shifts
*Certified and Non-Certified 
Nurse Aides
All shifts
Experience a plus
You may apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing or in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PART-TIME KITCHEN Help 
needed for Christian 
Pre-School. Apply in person at 
118 Ceder Rd. No Phone Calls 
Please.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed

Full & Part Time
Call

(432)520-1573

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
MUST HAVE SUPER  STAR 
PERSONALITY AND GREAT 
WORK ETHICS. MUST BE 
AVAILABLE TO WORK DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG.

AVERITT
BE HOME DAILY

LOCAL (COMBO) DRIVERS
* $2,000 SIGN-ON BONUS! 
* Uniforms Provided
* Great Benefits Pkg.- BCBS 
Insurance, Profit Sharing, 
401(k), plus much more
* Paid Driver Training 
Programs for Recent Grands & 
Drivers w/Limited Experience
* CDL-A w/1 yr exp. & HM req.

AVERITTjobs.com
Call Stan for more Info

903-830-1872
Equal Opportunity Employer

PRESCHOOL CAREGIVER
1:30-6:30. Apply at Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

PUMP/VACUUM TRUCK
driver needed IMMEDIATELY. 
Must have good/clean driving 
record, CDL license and be 
able to pass a drug test. 
Please call (325)574-3639 and 
ask for Todd or call 
(855)428-2214 and ask for 
Scott.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SOUTHWEST     STYLING
Station  is  now  LaShae’s!
Looking for talented Stylists & 
Nail Technician. 5 Stations 
available. We offer a friendly, 
professional     and      warm 
atmosphere. We are looking to 
hire someone immediately!! 
Please contact (432)213-0199 
for more information (Leave a 
message if no answer).

SUBSTITUTES AND part-time 
caregivers needed for busy 
Christian preschool. Apply in 
person at New Hope Christina 
School 118 Cedar Rd.

TOP NOTCH Landscaping is 
Hiring for all positions. Experi-
ence preferred. Must have 
valid driver license. Call 
(432)213-0031 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

Help Wanted

VAN DRIVER 5:30pm-7:30pm, 
Mon. through Fri. Apply at Jack 
& Jill, 1708 Nolan.

WANTED EXPERIENCED 
Bookkeeper/Accountant .

Call  
(432)517-0311 

for more info.....

WAREHOUSE MANAGER.
Supervise inventory and facility 
maintenance, support staff and 
customer service for subsur-
face irrigation. Ability to lift 
heavy items, operate various 
machinery, load/unload trucks, 
welding, some travel. Maintain 
valid Texas Driver License and 
insurability. Irrigation, farming, 
mechanical or computer expe-
rience a plus, but will train. Op-
portunity for advancement. 
Send Resume to Eco-Drip Irri-
gation, PO Box 126, Garden 
City, TX 79739; Fax 
(432)354-2338; Email: 
SHillger@eco-drip.com

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY 
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
19 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Instructional

MEDICAL CAREERS begin 
here - Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Manage-
ment. Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer   available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call
877-692-9599 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Items for Sale

SEASONED MESQUITE  
Firewood for Sale: $165.00 for 
half cord. Call Terry Jenkins at 
432-270-3122.

Items for Sale

FOR SALE: Lighted Christmas 
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees and 
more decorations. All sizes. 
Call for more information 
(432)935-5307 or 
(432)264-6117. Come by 1433 
Hilltop Rd.

TWO  BEDROOM armoires, 
set  $300,  6  pc gameroom 
wall unit + table & chairs, $500, 
Cherry finish TV armoire, $400, 
2 recliners $75/ea, metal com-
puter desk, $50, and 4 small 
TV’s, make offer. Call 
(432)213-3207 to look at furni-
ture.

Miscellaneous

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Career.
FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job
Placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of
Maintenance. 877-803-8630

On the Farm
CASH        FOR YOUR 
MINERALS! Producing or 
non-producing minerals. Will 
pay top dollar. Call 
325-232-7813.

WE BUY Minerals. $2000. plus 
per acre in Howard County. 
Call Quinn Peacock R.P.L. 
817-894-7482.

Pets

This link www.petfinder.com
connects people to pets up for 
adoption from the Big Spring 
Animal Control (432)264-2372. 

Real Estate for Rent

1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

1732 PURDUE, 3 bdr, 2 bath, 
CH/A, tile floors. $1275/month
$900/deposit. Call 816-1255.

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath $700. 
Month, $500. deposit. No Pets- 
References Required. 508 
Hughes. Call 432-267-4232.

2 Houses- 3bdm/1b, Extra 
Clean, appliances, New carpet. 
$1200 month, $1200 deposit. 
2bdm/1b Fully furnishes/appli-
ances. $1000 month, $1000 
deposit. Seriour inquires only 
pick-up application 1300 E. 4th 
or call (432)268-8733.

3202 AUBURN, 3 bdr, 1 bath, 
CH/A, tile floors. $975/month
$900/deposit. Call 
(432)816-1255.

COMMERCIAL or RESIDEN-
TIAL 1700 Scurry- 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Hardwood floors, wood 
blinds.  Non-Smoking/Pets. 
References required. $1500 
month, $1500 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2319.

DELIGHTFULLY REMOD-
ELED 2 br, 1 bath, Big, Big 
rooms, central air, glassed 
patio, overviewing privacy yard. 
Good neighbors. 
Non-smoking/Pets. $700.00. 
605 Runnels. (432)270-0707, 
McDonald.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Lease 
1700 plus sq. feet. Jacuzzi tub, 
extra large closets. $1050 
month plus deposit. 1 Year 
lease required. No pets/ 
smoker and no children please. 
Call (432)263-6514 Owner/Bro-
ker.

NOW LEASING 3 Bdrm Apts.
Built in microwave, full-size 
Washer & Dryer included, pri-
vate patio/balcony w/storage 
area, playground area, fitness 
center, and community center. 
Open Monday-Friday 
9am-6pm. Call Knollwood 
Heights (432)264-1735.

OASIS   RV Park-   RV’s 
available again & Spaces.  Quit 
Rural Setting. Monthly Rental 
Only. Also have shop building. 
Call 432-213-5122. 

OFFICE SPACE for Rent on 
East 4th Street. $700 month, 
Bills Paid. Call 432-816-3224.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Sale
20 ACRES FREE! Own 60 
acres for 40 acre price/pay-
ment. $0 Down, $168/mo. 
Money  Back Guarantee, NO 
CREDIT CHECKS. Beautiful 
Views, West Texas. 
1-800-343-9444.

Real Estate for Sale
BY OWNER: 2715 Rebecca. 
3/2, 2 car garage, total electric, 
corner lot, sprinkler yards, 
12x18 shop/stg, 12x24 carport 
in back. Asking $115,000.00, 
Call 432-263-8016, 213-4984.

Vehicles
2007 SUZUKI Boulevard- Nice, 
extras included. $4,500.00. 
1997 HD 883 Sportzter, 
$4,300.00. 1997 Ford F150, 
$3,500.00. 67,000 original 
miles.  Call (325)277-1013 for 
more info....

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

West Texas Centers
Looking For A Rewarding Career? Look No Further.
If this sounds like the opportunity for you the responsibilities would 
include working with a highly trained team to provide daily living skills 
training and supports to clients. West Texas Centers has part-time 
openings up to 32 hours weekly starting at $9.30 an hour. Full time 
positions are also available with salary $9.93 per hour plus benefits. 
Full time positions offer a full benefit package to include health insur-
ance, dental, generous paid personal time off and a great retirement 
program.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235061

Diabetic Test Strips
WANTED
We Buy

Most Brands.
Pay Up To
$20/box.

Fast and Honest.

1-800-979-8220

5 Box Minimum • Unexpired Only
www.QuickCash4TestStrips.com

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 22

25
10

241394

West Texas Centers
RN Nurse will work under the direct supervision of the Medical 
Services Coordinator for the Mental Health division of WTC. The 
RN in this position will perform nursing duties in the assigned out-
patient centers and will be responsible for the care and treatment 
of the patients in accordance with accepted nursing standards and 
WTC policies and procedures. This nurse will work closely with 
Medical Services Coordinator on assigned projects and routine 
administrative duties such as scheduling and maintaining patient 
appointments. Work hours for the most part will be 8a-5p but may 
occasionally be required to come in early or stay late to cover clin-
ics where needed. Some day-time travel will be required. $24.12 hr 
$1929.23 bi weekly $50160.00 annually) Depending on Experience. 
Must be licensed to practice as a Registered nurse in the State of 
Texas.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 235069

800-335-9129

AIRLINES ARE 
HIRING

West Texas Centers
Case Manager for Mental Health: Assists individuals in gain-
ing access to medical, social, vocational and educational ser-
vices. Requires Bachelor’s degree in Social Work field or 
Bachelor’s degree with a minimum of 24 hours in psychology 
sociology or other human service hours. Base salary $14.71-
$15.72 per hours ($30,588.00-$32,700.00 annually) DOE, plus 
excellent benefit package. Four day work week is possible. 
Flexible schedule offered. Crisis on-call rotation required. 
Applicants must live within 70-mile radius of duty site.

MH Mobile Crisis Outreach Worker for Western Region: 
Will respond to the crisis hotline and provide face to face care 
for in-crisis mental health consumers. Requires Bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work field or Bachelor’s degree with a mini-
mum of 24 hours in psychology, sociology or other human 
service hours. Travel within an assigned region is required. 
Personal vehicle required - mileage reimbursement. Hours are 
Mon.-Fri. $14.71-$15.72 hr ($1176.47-$1257.60 bi weekly 
$30,588-$32,700 annually) Salary Dependent on experience.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 241499

DIRECTOR
of NURSING

Snyder Health Care Center seeks a Director of Nursing to oversee 
Nursing Services and provide direct quality care in our skilled nurs-
ing facility. Requires an RN w/min 2 years experience preferred 
(ideally in a Long Term Care facility), supervisory experience and 
superior communications skills, familiarity with rehab, therapy, com-
prehensive nursing practices and ability to manage staff schedul-
ing required. Must be familiar with TEXAS regulatory requirements. 
We can offer excellent working conditions, a competitive salary and 

additional information call our Administrator, at (325) 573-6332 or 
apply in person:

SNYDER HEALTHCARE
CENTER

5311 Big Spring Highway
in Snyder 229100

RREENNTTEEDD
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

~ Dear Margo ~

Blame the Void-Of-Course Moon 
The void-of-course Libra Moon of the early day has

a suggestion: sleep in as long as possible. Your body
can probably use the extra chance to repair itself
from yesterday’s wear and tear. Besides, you’ll
probably be only minimally productive if you let your
to-do list run you around all morning. Afternoon
brings clarity and sense of purpose.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You accept authority
when it’s clearly focused on what’s good for the
group. But a self-interested leader is intolerable to
you, and you will rebel against such an abuse of
power.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You won’t
be content to handle the practical aspects
of a job while another person gets to add
the creative touches. You want to be a
part of the icing and the cake, too.
Express your wishes.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You will
work hard if the situation requires it.
Right now, the situation is best enjoyed.
By kicking back with a smile and
beverage you pave the way for others to
relax, too.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There are
many ways you show your maturity. For
instance, you’ll see through someone’s half-truth, and
you won’t call it out. You’ll observe guardedly,
knowing where everyone stands.  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You see indifference as a
fault and you’re right. Courageous people don’t stand
on the sidelines, they get involved. You’ll rise above
any fear or ego need that held you back and get into
the mix. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). What some people don’t
realize is that being a good judge of character is a
skill. You’ve picked up this ability through trial and
error as well as by following the example of a wise
someone. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Here’s a way to make sure
that you’re on the same page as the one you love:
sync up your timelines. Feelings of closeness will
grow when you eat, sleep, work and play the same
time of day as each other. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You are dealing in a
system that is corrupt. But that doesn’t mean you
can’t do your best. Admit it — in all fairness, nothing
is fair. But everything can be improved with the right
attitude.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).  You don’t suffer
from the same case of celebrity worship as those
around you, which will make you the perfect one to
talk to the glamorous people in a language they can
relate to.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The needs of the
collective, such as it is, are so large in your mind that
you’re not worried in the least about yourself. You
value those who share your common purpose and
work along side you toward this aim. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s in your nature to
protect the ones you love. Someone who’s been in
your care is ready for independent experiences, and
yet, you may struggle to let go. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Every person you meet
has filters on his or her ears designed to capture
necessary, relevant and pleasant information while
letting the rest sift through. Knowing this will guide
your message. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (DECEMBER 9). Your work
and personal life harmonize well through the next
three months. After that, you’ll make a change in
order to continue to create such harmony. The ones
you train and teach will make you proud in January.
You’ll earn a bonus in March and another in

September. Love whisks you to foreign lands in July.
Cancer and Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are:
11, 49, 32, 14 and 30. 

FORECAST FOR THE WEEK AHEAD: The word
“intelligence” is an umbrella covering so many areas
that Webster’s Dictionary includes seven different
definitions, two of them being medical definitions,
and none of them feeling complete. Because
intelligence seems as intricate, mysterious and ever-
changing as our expanding knowledge of the world
itself. In short, what we know about how we know is
limited. But the more we apply ourselves to becoming
smarter, the smarter we become. Scientists may
disagree on many things about the human brain, but
most concur that our brains are different from those
of our predecessors. On a biological level, humans are
changing. And that is the theme this week as quick-
witted Mercury heads into the expansive realm of
Sagittarius. Venus follows later in the week. Where
your intellect goes, so will your heart — just give it a
few days. 

A fiery trine of Mercury and Uranus begins Sunday,
lines up exactly on Friday and continues to have an
effect into next week. In this cosmic arrangement,
Mercury and Uranus sound off like triumphant
battlefield trumpeters. What’s different about this
battle is that no one has to lose. We’re all fighting the
same fight and wanting the same things — to feel
happy, safe and productive. The more we can help
each other out, the better.  

CELEBRITY PROFILES: Happy birthday to
Grammy Award winning Wallflower’s frontman,
Jakob Dylan (12/9/1969). Celebrating the recent release
of their first album in seven years, the Wallflowers
are rebooting their mission on an international tour.
Dylan’s natal Sun, Moon and Venus are all in
Sagittarius, the sign of the traveling troubadour.
Libran aspects reveal a true romantic who gathers
strength and art in close relationships.

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis, please go to www.creators.com
and click on “Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis page, or you may send
her a postcard in the mail. To find out more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM

Autonomy Even in
Relationships

Dear Margo: I’ve been
seeing “Chip” off and on
for a year and a half.
We’ve had lots of
problems lately and broke
up for three weeks.
During that
time, I was
depressed
and
reconnected
with old
friends to
boost my
morale. 

I ended up
talking with
an old friend
who lives
across the
country. He
mentioned he had an
extra ticket to an event
that was coming up and
suggested I fly there to
get out of town for a
weekend. It sounded like
a great time, so I said
yes. 

Fast-forward a couple of
weeks. Chip and I are
back together trying to
work things out. As soon
as we resumed, I told him
about my plans. The
event is coming up next
weekend, and I still plan
to go — except Chip is
livid. (It doesn’t help that
he’s always had trust
issues, even though I’ve
never cheated on him.) 

He says if I care about
his feelings, I won’t go,
and he assumes I am
going to sleep with this

friend. He also thinks it’s
weird that I reconnected
with an old friend he says
I barely know. 

I was very much
looking forward to this
trip and have no
intention whatsoever of
hooking up with this guy.
I trust this old friend and
don’t view him as the
stranger Chip is making
him out to be. 

I have money invested
in a flight, plus I would
feel horrible if I bailed on
my friend, especially for
a relationship that is off
and on and has so many
problems. What do you
think? Should I still go on
this trip, or abandon a
fun time for a possibly
sinking ship? —
Undecided in Florida

Dear Un: I would go.
You are a free agent, and
capitulating would not
send the right message. If
he is so insecure that he
thinks visiting a male
friend indicates a fling,
you need to establish that
his lack of trust in you
does not bode well.
Jealousy, for no reason,
is never a good sign. Let
the chips fall where they
may, no pun intended. —
Margo, self-sufficiently

Interpreting
Differing Opinions

Dear Margo: I was
struck by the letter from
the woman whose
husband doesn’t care

where they eat or what
movies they see. 

I have the reverse
problem. I like
documentaries, and my
significant other likes
escapism. I like spicy
food; she likes bland. We
alternate each week on
who does which
household chores. I like
cleared and clean kitchen
counters; she likes to
defer washing dishes
until we run out of clean
ones. 

I’ve learned that the
movies I express interest
in seeing somehow
conflict with our
schedules, while hers
don’t. The question
becomes whether the
situation is sufficiently
good to justify sacrificing
my values, or is it
sufficiently demeaning to
warrant abandoning
ship? 

The problem isn’t not
having an opinion; it is
in having learned that it
is the wrong one. — Jay

Dear Jay: Your
problem is quite different
from the good-natured
guy with few preferences.
What’s going on in your
life is that you are made
to feel insignificant — or
demeaned, in your words.
Only you can decide
whether how your S.O.
makes you feel is a deal
breaker. 

My own opinion is that
no one should have to
sacrifice their values or

always be made to feel
“wrong.” Looking down
at your relationship from
my satellite of neutrality,
I would say you two are
not compatible in ways
that really count. This
woman sounds bossy and
not at all concerned with
your feelings. Over to
you. — Margo,
interpretively 

Dear Margo is written by Margo
Howard, Ann Landers’ daughter. All
letters must be sent via the online
form at
www.creators.com/dearmargo. Due to
a high volume of e-mail, not all
letters will be answered.

COPYRIGHT 2012 MARGO
HOWARD

DISTRIBUTED BY
CREATORS.COM
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Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!
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Legals

Public Notice
The Glasscock County Appraisal 
District  Board   of   Directors   is 
accepting  bids  for  depository 
contracts of the Appraisal District 
funds. The bid should include all 
Appraisal District funds and trust 
funds for two years beginning 
January 2013, as provided by law. 
The Glasscock County Appraisal 
District   Board  of  Directors  will 
review the bids at its Regular 4th 
Quarter Meeting on December 20, 
2012 at 8:00 AM. For more infor-
mation, please contact Priscilla A. 
Shaffer, Chief Appraiser @ 
432/354-2580.
#7589 December 2 & 9, 2012

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO:  Lloyd McLeod
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land    described   in    Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause, to-wit:

Lot  29,  Blk  5,  College  Park 
Estates Addition, City of Big 
Spring, Howard County, Texas

Which said property is delinquent 
to    Plaintiffs   for   taxes  in  the 
following amount: $5,388.85, exclu-
sive of interest, penalties, and 
costs, and there is included in this 
suit in addition to the taxes all said 
interest, penalties,    and    cost 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against JON L. McLEOD  AND 
JILL  McLEOD  and  others,  as 
Defendant(s), by petition filed on 
September 28, 2011 in  a certain 
suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. JON L. McLEOD AND JILL 
McLEOD, for collection of the taxes 
on said property and that said  suit  
is  now  pending  in  the District 
Court of Howard County, Texas 
118th  Judicial District, and the file 
number of said suit is 6050 that the 
names of all taxing  units  which 
assess and collect taxes  on  the 
property hereinabove described, 
not made parties to this suit, are 
NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to  any 
parties herein, all said parties shall 
take   notice  of  and  plead  and 
answer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same   being   the  14th  day  of 
January, 2012 before the Honor-
able District Court of Howard 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and there 
to show cause why judgment shall 
not be rendered for such taxes, 
penalties, interest, and costs, and 
condemning  said  property  and 
ordering foreclosure of the  consti-
tutional and statutory tax liens 
thereon for taxes due the Plaintiffs 
and the taxing unit parties hereto, 
and those who may intervene 
herein, together with all interest, 
penalties, and costs allowed by law 
up to and including the day  of 
judgment herein, and all costs of 
this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 29th day of November, A.D. 
2012.
Jury Padron
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7595 December 9 & 16, 2012

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO:  Ella Lorene Wilson Barbara 
Jean Harter
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land    described   in    Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause, to-wit:

Tract One: All of Lt 27, Bk 12, 
North Park Hill Addn., City of Big 
Spring, Howard County; Texas; 
SAVE & EXCEPT Tract 3: A part or 
portion of Lt 27, Bk 12, of the North 
Park Hill Addn, City of Big Spring, 
Howard County, Texas; described 
by  metes  and  bounds   on   the 
attached exhibit.

Tract Two: A part of portion of Lt 
26, Bk 12, North Park Hill Addn., 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas, described by metes and 
bounds on the attached exhibit.

Which said property is delinquent 
to    Plaintiffs   for   taxes  in  the 
following amount: $3,977.36, exclu-
sive of interest, penalties, and 
costs, and there is included in this 
suit in addition to the taxes all said 
interest, penalties,    and    cost 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against ELLA LORENE WILSON 
and  others,  as Defendant(s), by 
petition filed on May 29, 2012  in  a 
certain suit styled HOWARD 
COUNTY,  ET  AL   VS.   ELLA 
LORENE WILSON, for collection of 
the taxes on said property and that 
said  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas  118th  Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 6122 
that the names of all taxing  units 
which  assess and collect taxes  on  
the property hereinabove de-
scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to  any 
parties herein, all said parties shall 
take   notice  of  and  plead  and 
answer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same   being   the  14th  day  of 
January, 2012 before the Honor-
able District Court of Howard 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and there 
to show cause why judgment shall 
not be rendered for such taxes, 
penalties, interest, and costs, and 
condemning  said  property  and 
ordering foreclosure of the  consti-
tutional and statutory tax liens 
thereon for taxes due the Plaintiffs 
and the taxing unit parties hereto, 
and those who may intervene 
herein, together with all interest, 
penalties, and costs allowed by law 
up to and including the day  of 
judgment herein, and all costs of 
this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 29th day of November, A.D. 
2012.
Jury Padron
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7596 December 9 & 16, 2012
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
PROPOSALS

The Big Spring Independent 
School District shall receive sealed  
proposals until 2:00 P.M., January 
9, 2013, for the following area:

Extracurricular Student Drug 
Testing Services

Specifications and proposal docu-
ments may be secured from the 
school district’s Business Office, 
708 East 11th Place, Big Spring, 
Texas 79720-4648, phone number 
(432)264-3620. Proposal docu-
ments may also be obtained form 
the district’s website at 
www.bigspringisd.net. Proposals 
will be received in the  Business 
Office of the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District until the 
above   listed   date  and  time. 
Proposals received after the above 
deadline   will     be       returned 
unopened.   Proposals   will  be 
presented for consideration to the 
Board of Trustees on January 17, 
2013, at 5:15 P.M. at their regularly 
scheduled board meeting. The Big 
Spring Independent School District 
reserves  the  right  to  accept  or 
reject any or all proposals.
#7598 December 9 & 16, 2012
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CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO:  David Young
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land    described   in    Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause, to-wit:

Lt  4,  Blk  112,  Original Town of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas

Which said property is delinquent 
to    Plaintiffs   for   taxes  in  the 
following amount: $4,604.70, exclu-
sive of interest, penalties, and 
costs, and there is included in this 
suit in addition to the taxes all said 
interest, penalties,    and    cost 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against   DAVID   YOUNG   and 
others, as Defendant(s), by petition 
filed  on  March  27,  2007,  in   a 
certain suit styled HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL VS. DAVID 
YOUNG, for collection of the taxes 
on said property and that said  suit  
is  now  pending  in  the District 
Court of Howard County, Texas 
118th  Judicial District, and the file 
number of said suit is 5343 that the 
names of all taxing  units  which 
assess and collect taxes  on  the 
property hereinabove described, 
not made parties to this suit, are 
NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to  any 
parties herein, all said parties shall 
take   notice  of  and  plead  and 
answer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same   being   the  14th  day  of 
January, 2012 before the Honor-
able District Court of Howard 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and there 
to show cause why judgment shall 
not be rendered for such taxes, 
penalties, interest, and costs, and 
condemning  said  property  and 
ordering foreclosure of the  consti-
tutional and statutory tax liens 
thereon for taxes due the Plaintiffs 
and the taxing unit parties hereto, 
and those who may intervene 
herein, together with all interest, 
penalties, and costs allowed by law 
up to and including the day  of 
judgment herein, and all costs of 
this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 29th day of November, A.D. 
2012.
Jury Padron
Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7597 December 9 & 16, 2012

“It Pays To Read 
Big Spring Herald

Classifieds”

Available for Adoption 
at the Big Spring Animal Shelter

Boxer 
Medium, Adult, Female

Tan

Snookie is shy but a very sweet dog,
and she has an adorable face.

Available for adoption until December 18

Terrier Mix
Small, Young, Male

Black, Gray, Tan

Arthur is about 8-weeks-
old. He is sweet, playful

and cuddly.

Available for adoption
until December 20

Pointer/Pit Bull Terrier
Large, Young, Male

White, Tan Mask

Honey loves to play fetch.
He is very playful and

sweet.

Available for adoption
until December 20

Border Collie MIx
Medium, Young, Female

Black & White
This little puppy is about 8-weeks-old. She is a

little shy, but she is sweet and very lovable.

Available for adoption until December 20

Snookie

Arthur

Honey

Caprice

For more information, call 264-2372
View these animals on petfinder.com, type in the 79720 zip code

Dear Annie: My niece,
“Susan,” is 23 years old
and in college. After four
years, she still hasn’t
picked a major. She is
quite intelligent, but lazy
and immature. She is
socially awkward and has
lost friends because of
her negative attitude.

My problem is, Susan
wants to “hang out” with
my 15-year-old daughter.
She invites herself over
whenever she likes. My
daughter is a terrific,
normal girl who excels in
sports and school and has
many friends. 

She doesn’t want to
hang out with a 23-year-
old cousin, and we don’t
want her to, either. 

We try to make
excuses, hoping Susan
will eventually get the
hint, to no avail. Her
mother doesn’t get hints,
either. 

It sometimes puts us in
an awkward position
because she is so
persistent. I am tired of
being expected to

accommodate Susan
because she is family. 

That shouldn’t be a free
pass for forcing my child
to be around someone
who is neither age
appropriate nor a good
influence. I don’t want
my daughter’s “half-full”
optimism to be drained
by someone who always
thinks the glass is half-
empty. Suggestions? —
Annoyed Mom

Dear Mom: What you
call “lazy and immature”
is much more
complicated. When we
hear that a young person
is intelligent but socially
awkward, it could be
Asperger syndrome. The
fact that Susan likes to
hang around with your
15-year-old daughter
indicates that she is
uncomfortable with her
peers. If her mother is
the same way, it is likely
to be an inherited trait
and environmentally
reinforced behavior. 

Please stop hinting to
people who don’t get it.
Talk to both Susan and
her mother. Say that you
think Susan is smart and
you love her, but that she
would benefit from
finding more appropriate
friends. Suggest they talk
to Susan’s physician
about an evaluation. 

Dear Annie: I hope
you have room for one
more letter about bridal
couples who neglect to
pay the pastor or the
organist.

Our church solved the
issue of wedding fees by

printing a booklet with
prices and church
policies. The booklet is
given to couples who
want to marry in our
church. The fees for the
pastor, organist and
custodian must be paid at
the rehearsal. — Church
Musician 

Dear Musician: We’ve
heard from a great many
church organists and
pastors who have said
that these fees should be
mentioned at the time the
couple inquires about
holding the wedding, and
that the money should be
paid in advance.

Dear Readers: Tonight
is The Compassionate
Friends’ Worldwide
Candle Lighting for
children who have died.
Please light a candle this
evening at 7 p.m., local
time, and remember
them with love.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the
Ann Landers column.
Please email your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.n
et, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 737 3rd Street,
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254.
To find out more about
Annie’s Mailbox and read
features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at
www.creators.com.

© 2012
CREATORS.COM

KKATHYATHY MMITCHELLITCHELL
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Letters to
Santa!
Deadline For Letters is

Wednesday,
December 12, 2012

Letters will be  published in 
the  Letters to Santa Special on

Sunday, 
December 23, 2012

432-263-7331
composing@bigspringherald.com

235948

Dr. Sai Gundlapalli
Board Certified Anesthesiologist And

Pain Management Specialist

Comprehensive Pain Management For:
Acute And Chronic Back/Neck Pain

Auto And Work Related Pain

Pinched Nerve/Neuropathic Pain

Arthritic Pain/Sciatica

Other Pain Conditions Resulting From Disease & Injury

Two Locations For Your Convenience
1501 W. 11th Ste 304
Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-7246 (PAIN)

801 N. Jackson
Odessa, TX 79761

432-333-5200
•

229857

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE- ADULT MEDICINE SPECIALIST.

ASTHMA,
 CHRONIC BRONCHITIS,

HYPERTENSION, JOINT PAIN
TESTOSTERONE 
MANAGEMENT,

LOW SEX DRIVE,
WEIGHT LOSS.

                                                                                      

Practice is recognized
as delivering excellent

care in Diabetes
per Blue Cross

and Blue Shield.

Flu vaccines
available.

Bilingual 
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500

Employment
& DOT Physicals

240147

sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 2 of 5 - Hard

3 7 6 1 4 8 5 9 2

8 1 2 5 9 3 6 7 4

9 5 4 2 7 6 3 1 8

2 9 1 3 6 7 8 4 5

6 8 5 4 1 9 7 2 3

4 3 7 8 2 5 9 6 1

7 4 3 6 8 1 2 5 9

5 2 9 7 3 4 1 8 6

1 6 8 9 5 2 4 3 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Annika Francis

Medium • Adult • Female
Domestic Short Hair

Pretty orange-white Annika is about a year and 
half old. She is spayed.

Adoption Fee: $40
(Includes shots)

Medium •Adult • Female
Lab Mix

This beautiful white lab mix is little more 
than a year old. She is spayed. 

Adoption Fee: $65
(includes shots)

Black boxes for autos
raise privacy concerns

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Many motorists don’t 
know it, but it’s likely 
that every time they 
get behind the wheel, 
there’s a snitch along 
for the ride.

The National High-
way Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration on Friday 
proposed long-delayed 
regulations requiring 
auto manufacturers to 
include event data re-
corders — better known 
as “black boxes” — in 
all new cars and light 
trucks beginning Sept. 
1, 2014. But the agency 
is behind the curve. Au-
tomakers have been qui-
etly tucking the devices, 
which automatically re-
cord the actions of driv-
ers and the responses 
of their vehicles in a 
continuous information 
loop, into most new cars 
for years.

When a car is involved 
in a crash or when its 
airbags deploy, inputs 
from the vehicle’s sen-
sors during the 5 to 10 
seconds before impact 
are automatically pre-
served. That’s usually 
enough to record things 
like how fast the car was 
traveling and whether 
the driver applied the 
brake, was steering er-
ratically or had a seat 
belt on.

The idea is to gather 
information that can 
help investigators deter-
mine the causes of acci-
dents and lead to safer 
vehicles. But privacy 
advocates say govern-
ment regulators and au-
tomakers are spreading 
an intrusive technology 
without first putting in 
place policies to prevent 
misuse of the informa-
tion collected.

Data collected by the 
recorders is increas-
ingly showing up in 
lawsuits, criminal cases 
and high-profile acci-
dents. Massachusetts 
Lt. Gov. Timothy Mur-
ray initially said that he 
wasn’t speeding and that 
he was wearing his seat 
belt when he crashed a 
government-owned car 
last year. But the Ford 
Crown Victoria’s data 
recorder told a differ-
ent story: It showed the 
car was traveling more 
than 100 mph and Mur-
ray wasn’t belted in.

In 2007, then-New Jer-
sey Gov. Jon Corzine 
was seriously injured 
in the crash of an SUV 
driven by a state troop-
er. Corzine was a passen-
ger. The SUV’s recorder 
showed the vehicle was 
traveling 91 mph on 
a parkway where the 

speed limit was 65 mph, 
and Corzine didn’t have 
his seat belt on.

There’s no opt-out. It’s 
extremely difficult for 
car owners to disable 
the recorders. Although 
some vehicle models 
have had recorders 
since the early 1990s, 
a federal requirement 
that automakers dis-
close their existence in 
owner’s manuals didn’t 
go into effect until three 
months ago. Automak-
ers that voluntarily put 
recorders in vehicles 
are also now required to 
gather a minimum of 15 
types of data.

Besides the upcoming 
proposal to put record-
ers in all new vehicles, 
the traffic safety admin-
istration is also con-
sidering expanding the 
data requirement to in-
clude as many as 30 addi-
tional types of data such 
as whether the vehicle’s 
electronic stability con-
trol was engaged, the 
driver’s seat position or 
whether the front-seat 
passenger was belted in. 
Some manufacturers al-
ready are collecting the 
information. Engineers 
have identified more 
than 80 data points that 
might be useful.

Privacy complaints 
have gone unheeded so 
far. The traffic safety 
administration says it 
doesn’t have the author-
ity to impose limits on 
how the information can 
be used and other priva-
cy protections. About a 
dozen states have some 
law regarding data re-
corders, but the rest do 
not.

“Right now we’re in 
an environment where 
there are no rules, there 
are no limits, there are 
no consequences and 
there is no transparen-
cy,” said Lillie Coney, 
associate director of the 
Electronic Privacy In-
formation Center, a pri-
vacy advocacy group. 
“Most people who are 
operating a motor ve-
hicle have no idea this 
technology is integrated 
into their vehicle.”

Part of the concern 
is that the increasing 
computerization of cars 
and the growing com-
munications to and 
from vehicles like GPS 
navigation and General 
Motors’ OnStar system 
could lead to unintended 
uses of recorder data.

“Basically your car is 
a computer now, so it 
can record all kinds of 
information,” said Glo-
ria Bergquist, vice pres-
ident of the Alliance of 

Automotive Manufac-
turers. “It’s a lot of the 
same issues you have 
about your computer 
or your smartphone 
and whether Google or 
someone else has access 
to the data.”

The alliance opposes 
the government requir-
ing recorders in all ve-
hicles.

Data recorders “help 
our engineers under-
stand how cars perform 
in the real world, and 
we already have put 
them on over 90 percent 
of (new) vehicles with-
out any mandate being 
necessary,” Bergquist 
said.

Safety advocates, how-
ever, say requiring data 
recorders in all cars is 
the best way to gather 
a large enough body of 
reliable information to 
enable vehicle design-
ers to make safer auto-
mobiles.

“The barn door is al-
ready open. It’s a ques-
tion of whether we use 
the information that’s 
already out there,” said 
Henry Jasny, vice presi-
dent of Advocates for 
Highway and Automo-
tive Safety.

Transportation Secre-
tary Ray LaHood said 
that requiring record-
ers in all new cars “will 
give us the critical in-
sight and information 
we need to save more 
lives.”

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
has been pushing for 
recorders in all passen-
ger vehicles since the 
board’s investigation of 
a 2003 accident in which 
an elderly driver plowed 
through an open-air 
market in Santa Mon-
ica, Calif. Ten people 
were killed and 63 were 
injured. The driver re-
fused to be interviewed 
and his 1992 Buick LeSa-
bre didn’t have a record-
er.
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SHOP NOW
with the

Best Brands
      Best Prices

Big Spring’s Oldest, Largest, Finest Furniture Store

23
59

91

Elrod’s Furniture

2309 Scurry                                                                   432-267-8491

My Favorite Place
Let Us Be Your Favorite Place

*Massage * Hair *Mani *Pedis
*Facials *Waxing

Mon.-Fri. 10am-6m  Sat. 10am-3pm
618 Gregg St.                                  432-263-3283

22
96

19

jake witzel
G I F T S  &  I N T E R I O R S

• VERA BRADLEY
• Melissa & Doug Toys

• Homemade Fudge

       And Much More!

223 S. Main St.                      432-517-4569

23
60

01

Faye’s 
Flowers

1013 Gregg St.         432-267-2571
229464

201 W. Marcy Dr.                 432-267-3363

22
94

58

Merry Christmas!

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.

1900 E. FM 700 • 432-263-7441

218108

MATCH THE SANTA TO HIS WORKSHOP!!

Santa No.
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

Business
Blum’s Jewelers
Elrod’s Furniture
Faye’s Flowers

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
Jake Witzel Gifts & Interiors

Klassic Kleaners
My Favorite Place
Walmart

NAME:_________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________
CITY: __________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________________________

This entry form must be received by 
Monday, December 17 at 12 p.m. Drop off your 
form at the Big Spring Herald at 710 Scurry St. 

The winner will be the one who correctly matches 
the most Santas to his business/workshop.
There will be 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners.

Gift certificates will be given away to use at the 
participating businesses. Winners will be announced 

in the Wednesday, December 19th Edition
 of the Big Spring Herald!

All decisions are final at the discretion of the Big Spring Herald

Don’t Miss Your Chance To Win Multiple Gift Cards!

732 4 61 85

Play For Your Chance To Win
Gift Certificates

Provided By The Following Merchants

For those sparkling gifts for your special 
someone - stop by and see our  selections.

Inside The Big Spring Mall                           432-267-6335
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Guess
Who

Engements
sponsored by Blum’s Jewelers,
Big Spring Mall

Kaylee Sway Wauhob, Jarett Paul Wilson and 
Caleb Grant Wilson announce the wedding of their 
parents, Caree’ Leigh Wauhob and Justin Paul 
Wilson, on Dec. 14, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. at Spring 
Creek Fellowship. Wilson is the son of Joyce and 
Jim Wilson of Big Spring, Texas, and Wauhob is 
the daughter of Rae and Evan Wauhob of Midland, 
Texas.

Courtesy photo

The 1953 Hyperion Club held its annual Christmas meeting Wednesday at Heritage Museum. Club 
members are, from left, Dorothy Downey, Ethel Guthrie, Lora Warren, Joycee Davis, Janell Davis, 
Edna Young, Rita Fort, Shirley Burgess, Delma Hickam, Carol Scott, Sandra Huston, Sherry Lindsey, 
Barbara Lu Ratliff, Tootsie Grantham, Clovie Shannon, Eulaine McIntosh, Janet Middleton and 
Dorothy Wheeler.




