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By CINDY SMITH
Special to the Herald

Part of Howard College’s effort to reduce
its reliance of city water supplies has be-
come reality.

After several long months of testing and
drilling, the college’s Big Spring campus
now has water wells that are operational and
tied into the existing underground irrigation
loop that previously carried raw water from
CRMWD.

“With the local water situation being what
it is, we are very excited to finally
get our wells operational,” said
Terry Hansen, executive vice
president of the college. “This
will definitely be a long term ben-
efit for the community and the
college, even when the drought
conditions improve.”

In order to make the irrigation
system fully operational, it must
first be tested. That testing will
begin today.

“I' have contacted the Big Spring City Man-
ager to inform him that we would be testing
our irrigation systems and that the water be-
ing used is from our wells and not CRMWD
or city water,” Hansen said.

After drilling six wells across the Birdwell
Lane campus, college officials chose to com-
plete only four, stating that the completed
wells will meet or exceed the college’s irriga-
tions needs.

Irrigation patterns have not been deter-
mined for campus-wide lawns at this time.
The main priority is to keep trees and shrubs
alive and maintain the baseball and softball
fields at National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation standards for safe play.

“We are grateful for the excellent produc-
ing wells that we now have but we are still
very in-tuned to the current drought situa-
tion,” said Hansen. “There are no plans to
return to the lush green lawns of the past un-
til our weather patterns change.”
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HERALD photo/Amanda Moreno

A spark from a passing train is being blamed as the cause of a wildfire that erupted west of Big Spring
Wednesday afternoon. Hundreds of acres were scorched in the blaze, but no injuries were reported.

spark |||(elv cause of fire

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Volunteer firefighters battled
a blaze west of Big Spring on
Wednesday that scorched hun-
dreds of acres but did not result in
any injuries or significant prop-
erty damage.

A spark from a passing train is
the likely cause of the fire, which
began around noon Wednesday
near Bates Road just west of the
Big Spring city limits.

“After that, the winds picked up

the fire and pushed it
in several directions,”
| said Tommy Sullivan,
chief of the Howard
County Volunteer Fire
Department.
Hindering firefight-
ers’ efforts wasthelack
of easy road access to
the blaze. In addition, a
pile of dead salt cedar trees, which
had been cleared to make way for
an oilfield road, caught fire and
became a “super-hot” spot that

Sullivan

the firefighters could not get close
enough to to douse.

Aside from nine HCVFD units
involved in the blaze, volunteer
units from Martin County and Le-
norah soon joined the battle, and
bulldozers from the city of Big
Spring were called in to make fire
breaks and impromptu roads for
fire trucks.

Nine hours after the first call
was received, the fire was finally

See FIRE, Page 3
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the green, the city is bring-
ing the clean.

The city of Big Spring will
kick off spring cleaning in
the Crossroads area Friday
with its annual Large Item
Pick-up program, aimed at
assisting local residents get
rid of oversized items they
may not have the means to
transport to the landfill.

This year’s program begins
with District 1, represented
by Councilman Marcus Fer-
nandez and will continue
with a different city district
each month.

In past years, the program
has been intended to help
the area’s disabled and el-

Carbon Fiber

Camouflage

derly residents with large,
cumbersome trash items,
however, according to City
Code Enforcement Supervi-
sor Chad Averette, that idea
has been expanded.

“When the Large Item Pick-
up program began, it was
aimed mainly at the elderly
and those with disabilities.
Many of them simply didn’t
have the means to transport
larger items to the landfill,”
Averette said. “We've re-
ally gone beyond that during
the last few years, however.
Now, the aim is simply to as-
sist those city residents who
need help.

“Over time it’s not hard to
become overwhelmed and,

See ITEM, Page 3

picnic set for city park

By AMANDA MORENO
Staff Writer

Big Spring will be aiming to
prove the saying “you can’t
go home again” wrong this
weekend.

Current and former Big
Spring residents will gather
at Comanche Trail Park for
what could be the biggest
reunion to take place in the
community thus far.

The inaugural Going Home
to Big Spring Spring Picnic is
set from 10 a.m. until 10 p.m.
Saturday.

The Old Settler’s Pavilion
has been rented and those
attending are encouraged to
bring their own food and re-
freshments.

“This is just for fun and re-

Introducing LASHBRCHK.
New Premium Line of Alternative Metal Wedding Bands

Hardwood

Tire Treads
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CameJnJ,adayJASee@mJVwCawectmn

ally no organization to it,”
Jenna Clinkscales, co-host,
said.

The idea originally started
about eight months ago when
former Big Spring resident
Bobby Watson mentioned
the picnic on the Big Spring
Boomer Facebook  page.
Eventually, the idea grew and
before long, several hundred

See PICNIC, Page 3
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Travis Lee Hart

On April 24, 2012, Travis Lee
Hart, 69, of Midland, Texas, closed
his eyes in peace and went to see
his Jesus, leaving behind a hole in
our hearts that will never again be
filled by a twinkle in his eye, his

| his never dying love for his family
| and grandchildren. He was born to
Arvin and Lillian Dovie Hart on

Texas.

Travis grew up in Big Spring, Texas, and learned
at an early age hard work. He briefly owned his
own business, Harts Body & Wrecking Yard. He
also drove a cement truck for Clyde MacMahon of
Big Spring, drove a wrecker for the city of Big
Spring, hauled cotton seed for John Birdwell and
crushed cars for Eddie Cole of Big Spring. In his
last years before retirement he was shop foreman
for J&S Electric and shuffled cars for Hertz Rental.

He met his soul mate and wife Shirley in Lubbock
in 1974. They were married June 9, 1978. He had a
great love for the Lord and was an ordained deacon
for Ranchland Heights Baptist Church for many
years. Travis also taught the adult Sunday school
class.

The Lord always came first, then his wife, his
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren
were the most important people in his life. He
enjoyed spending time with them on his family out-
ings. Hunting and fishing were also favorite pass
times.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley Hart of
Midland, Texas; six children, Wesley Robert Hart
and wife Patty of Mabank, Texas, Melissa Adams
and husband Don of Big Spring, Texas, Vonda
Kepple of Midland, Texas, Vetta Gamble of Odessa,
Texas, Yelisa Smith and husband Paul of Brady,
Texas, and Jack Fennell of Midland, Texas; three
brothers, Clifford Hart and wife Joetta of Big
Spring, Texas, Cecil Hart and wife LaRue of Odessa,
Texas, and Carl Hart and wife Gwen of Big Spring,
Texas; three sisters, Peggy Pachall and husband
Jackie (Lewis) of Brownwood, Texas, Freida
Chapman and husband the Rev. Clydel of Odessa,
Texas, and Janie Beth Shiver and husband Howard
of Big Spring, Texas; 22 grandchildren, 18 great
grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.

Travis is preceded in death by his parents, Arvin
and Lillian Dovie Hart; his son, Terry Lee Hart who
was married to Terri Lynn Boyett; and two sib-
lings, Betty Fern Van Allen and LaNelle Parks.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. Thursday, April 26, 2012, at Acres West Funeral
Chapel. Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m.
Friday, April 27, 2012, at College Baptist Church in
Big Spring, officiated by Pastor Carl Anderson and
assisted by Pastor Lucian Rudd. Graveside services
will follow at 2 p.m. at Coahoma City Cemetery.

Arrangements are entrusted to Acres West
Funeral Chapel and condolences may be sent to the
family online at acreswestfuneral.com.

Paid obituary
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7
a.m. today:

« JOSE LUIS RIVERA, 24, of 1900 Martin Luther
King Blvd. Apt. 303, was arrested Wednesday on a
warrant from another agency.

« MELVIN RAY DICKERSON JR., 20, of 1900
Martin Luther King Blvd., was arrested Wednesday
on warrants for failure to maintain financial
responsibility and bail jumping - failure to
appear.

« DONALD RAY RODDY, 49, of Marlin, Texas,
was arrested Wednesday on a warrant from another
agency.

« STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 400
block of S. Bell.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 700
block of E. Interstate Highway 20.

« ASSAULT was reported in the 200 block of
Wilson Road.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 54 inmates at the time of this
report.

 JOE LUIS RIVERA, 24, was booked into the
county detention center Wednesday by the BSPD
on a charge of possession of drug paraphernalia.

« MELVIN R. DICKERSON JR., 20, was booked
into the county detention center Wednesday by the
BSPD on charges of failure to maintain financial
responsibility and failure to appear.

« DONALD RAY RODDY, 49, was booked into the
county detention center Thursday by the BSPD on
on a Falls County warrant for failure to appear.

« CARLOS SANTANA YANEZ, 34, was booked
into the county detention center Thursday by the
BSPD on a charge of public intoxication.

« MARIO ANGEL RODRIGUEZ, 33, was booked
into the county detention center Thursday by the
BSPD on a charge of public intoxication.

« JAVIER PEREZ FRANCISCO JR., 24, was booked
into the county detention center Thursday by the
BSPD on a charge of public intoxication.

FRIDAY

« AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

» Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered recovery
program, is held at Cornerstone Covenant Church,
706 E. 12th St. at 6:30 p.m. For more information,
call at 264-0015 or visit www.cccbigspring.org

« Stepping Stone Group of Narcotics Anonymous
meets at the Gold Rush Tobacco Shop, 800 E. Third
Street. Open meeting at 7 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speak-
ers meeting 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of
each month at 8 p.m. Covered dish supper at 7 p.m.

SUNDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous closed meeting from 11
a.m. to noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 7 p.m.
until 8 p.m.

Howard Gounty
Feed & Supply

Baby Chicks Are Here!

Give your chicks a strong start
for a healthy life using

START & GROW!
Now Available!

701 E. 2nd St.

432-267-6411
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The Galindo
Law Firm

Conviction

* State and Federal Criminal Appeals After
Trial or a Guilty Plea

* Complex Immigration Deportation
Proceedings

BILINGUAL

Licensed by the Texas Supreme Court,
U.S. District Court in the Western District of Texas and
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

3800 E. 42nd Street, Suite 608
Telephone: 432.366.8300

Fax: 432.366.8302
megalindo@thegalindolawfirm.com

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast
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104/66 | 97/62 95/63 83/61 84/65
Partly cloudy | Sunny. Mainly Partly Partly
skies in the | Highs in the | sunny. Highs | cloudy, cloudy,
morning will | upper 90s in the mid chance of a | chance of a
give way to |andlowsin |90s and thunder- thunder-
cloudy skies | the low 60s. | lows in the storm. storm.
during the. low 60s.
Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise: Sunrise:
7:04 AM 7:03 AM 7:02 AM 7:01 AM 7:00 AM
Sunset: Sunset: Sunset: Sunset: Sunset:
8:24 PM 8:24 PM 8:25 PM 8:26 PM 8:27 PM
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We Celebrate Hometown Lﬁ

Seories for and about homeoowns just file yours.
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Texas At A Glance

Amarillo
91/58

Big épri.ng |
L 104/66 ~—— \

— ' Austin Houston
(] ._9_3/65‘. 85/69
3 B
San Antonio | J
96/67 :

Brownsville
89/70

Area Cities

Abilene 102 70 cloudy Kingsville 93 70 mst sunn
Amarillo 91 58 cloudy Livingston 87 64 ptsunny
Austin 93 65 windy Longview 87 66 cloudy
Beaumont 81 68 ptsunny  Lubbock 98 63 ptsunny
Brownsville 89 70 ptsunny  Lufkin 89 65 ptsunny
Brownwood 103 68 ptsunny  Midland 104 65 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 88 71 mst sunny Raymondville 92 68 ptsunny
Corsicana 88 65 cloudy Rosenberg 84 68 ptsunny
Dallas 90 67 cloudy San Antonio 96 67 ptsunny
Del Rio 104 70 sunny San Marcos 93 65 windy
El Paso 93 64 windy Sulphur Springs 86 67 cloudy
Fort Stockton 103 67 ptsunny  Sweetwater 102 68 cloudy
Gainesville 89 65 cloudy Tyler 87 65 ptsunny
Greenville 87 64 cloudy Weatherford 92 65 cloudy
Houston 85 69 ptsunny  Wichita Falls 90 69 cloudy
National Cities

Atlanta 83 62 ptsunny  Minneapolis 56 41 sunny
Boston 62 45 rain New York 59 46 rain
Chicago 55 37 ptsunny  Phoenix 75 58 rain
Dallas 90 67 cloudy San Francisco 58 49 ptsunny
Denver 77 51 t-storm Seattle 53 44 rain
Houston 85 69 ptsunny St Louis 78 48 mstsunn
Los Angeles 63 53 ptsunny  Washington, DC 76 50 rain
Miami 83 70 ptsunny

MONDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, noon-1 p.m., 615 Settles.

¢« PEP — Parent Education Program for CPS par-
ticipating and non-participating parents, single
parent, grandparents, adoptive or fostering par-
ents. Every first and fourth Monday of the month
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Northside Community
Center. Classes are free. For information, call 263-
2673.

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting, 8-9 p.m.,
fourth floor, VA Medical Center.

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets
at 5:30 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th
and Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 6
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY

* Big Spring Parkinsons Support Group meeting
at the Big Spring Senior Center at 10:30 a.m. the
second Tuesday of the month. This is a group for
those with Parkinson’s Disease, Young Onset
Parkinson’s, caregivers, and those interested in
learning more about the illness. There is time for
socializing and information. For more information
about the support group or about Parkinson’s
Disease, contact Jody at 432-699-6640 or midlandpar-
kinsons@yahoo.com or Jo Bidwell at the Lubbock
APDA office at 806-785-2732.
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots =
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- Office Treatment of Enlarged
Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control

Problem with Medication
(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser & . P
Shockwave Technology Available
Locally 24/7 ’ y-

- Sexual Dysfunction _-"
- Low Testosterone Syndrome __’I

- Vasectomies
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* Howard College Adjunct Instrumental Instruc-
tor Dan Kiley will present a trumpet recital Satur-
day at 4 p.m. in the sanctuary of the First United
Methodist Church at Fourth and Scurry. The recit-
al is free and involves several guest musicians and
is open to the public.

 Spring of Siloam CWJC willhost its spring grad-
uation Saturday, May 5 at 4 p.m. A reception will
follow at the Holy Grounds Cafe. The ceremony
will take place at Spring Creek Fellowship at 501
Birdwell Lane.

¢ Big Spring High School Theatre Department
will perform its One Act Play, “Eurydice” by Sarah
Ruhl, at 7 p.m. today, Friday and Saturday in the
high school auditorium. Admission is $3 for adults
and $2 for students.

¢ Friday will begin a women’s community Bible
study at Howard County Library. The Bible study
will run from Friday until June 1. Each meeting
will take place at 1:15 p.m. each Friday. The topic is
Pursuing More of Jesus by Ann Graham Lotz. The
book cost is $14 and scholarships are available.

* The Lone Star District will hod its Spring School
Night for Scouting signups from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. to-
night in the First Baptist Church Gymnasium.

« An account has been opened at the Big Spring
Community Federal Credit Union for Orlando and
Jessica Olague who lost their home last Tuesday in
the tornado that hit Arlington, Texas. They have
two small children, Bella and Eli. They were born
and raised in Big Spring where their parents and
family still reside. The account is under the name
of Jessica Sanchez Olague and any help is appreci-
ated. God bless.

« An account has been established at Wells Fargo
Bank to help defray medical cost for Brittney Phil-
lips Smith. Brittney will be undergoing a kidney
transplant in San Antonio on June 14.

Brittney is a graduate of BSHS and is the daugh-
ter of Karan and Gary Phillips. All donations and
prayers will be greatly appreciated.

» Every Friday night from 7:30 p.m. until 10 p.m.
is dance night at the Senior Citizen Center. The
cost is $8 per person.

« An account has been established at American
State Bank to help defray medical expense for Brad
“Ghost” Ugstad, a local resident who was severely
injured in a motorcycle accident. All donations will
be appreciated.

* Mobile Meals is in need of volunteer delivery
drivers. If you can donate one hour per week to help
deliver meals to the elderly, call Macaria Cantu at
263-4016.

» Spring Tabernacle Ministries, 1209 Wright St.,
has a brief, inspirational message before giving
away food and clothing on Thursday mornings. It’s
a great way to work off community service and get
help, too. Be there at 9 a.m.-11 a.m. and get two for
one plus a rehab meeting.

 Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. A train-
ing will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. May 18.
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well as
sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more in-
formation or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett
at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599.

* Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions

such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events,
and many others. Set your hours and days of the
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy arewarding experience. For more information,
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

* The Salvation Army is holding its annual fan
drive and is in need of fans. Community members
can donate new or used fans. Monetary donations
are also welcomed.

Donations can be made at the main office, located
at 811 W. Fifth St., Monday through Friday between
9a.m.and 5 p.m.

» Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m.
Weigh-in is confidential and you don’t have to talk
if you don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

* The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We currently have
55 children in foster care without a volunteer. We
need your help. If you're interested in volunteer-
ing, please contact Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346.

» Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting ap-
pointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and
third Wednesday of each month.

Individuals seeking legal advice for matters con-
cerning family law, divorce, custody and child sup-
port issues, social security cases, employment and
housing may contact the office to schedule an ap-
pointment.

Criminal cases are not accepted. Anyone recently
served with legal documents should call the office
immediately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.
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Continued from Page 1

people had agreed to
make the trip back to
Big Spring.

“Several people are
coming from as far
away as Alaska, Oregon
and Oklahoma,” Clink-
scales said. “There will
be quite a bit of money

coming into the commu-
nity this weekend with
all the stuff going on
and that will serve as a
nice boost.”

The majority of those
attending, according to
responses on Facebook,
are 50 and older.

The reunion isn’t lim-
ited to a certain class,
but instead is aimed at
bringing anyone and
everyone who has ever

called Big Spring home
back together again, of-
ficials said.

“Most of us attending
are over 50 so there will
more likely be wheel-
chair races than drag
races any more,” Clink-
scale said jokingly.

No entertainment has
been scheduled for the
event, but a brief trivia
contest will take place.
Several attendees are

also set to share five-
minute-memories about
Big Spring throughout
the event.

To find out more in-
formation about the pic-
nic, like the First An-
nual Going Home to Big
Spring “Spring Picnic”
event page.

Contact Staff Writer
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234.

ITEM

Continued from Page 1

before you know it,
there’s simply no way to
get caught up. We
recently helped a gentle-
man and removed near-
ly three dump truck
loads from his property.
There’s a point where it
can get to be too much,
and that’s when it’s
important to ask for
help.”

Averette said the list
of items that get picked
up as part of the pro-
gram each year is along
one, to say the least.

“Some of the more
typical items we pick up
are appliances that don’t
work anymore, couches
and mattresses,” said
Averette. “Those are
the kind of things that
we can take to our land-
fill and we’re allowed to

pick up. However, we
can’t pick up any house-
hold hazardous waste.
That means any kind
of chemicals including
lawn chemicals, car
batteries and tires and
things of that nature.
We also won’t be pick-
ing up any tree branch-
es, shrubs or things like
that.”

Averette said custom-
ers need to be aware of
gas, water and electric-
ity meters and lines
when they put their
large items out to be
picked up.

“A lot of time we have
to bring in equipment to
pick those large items
up,” he said. “If you
cover the meters up,
it’s hard for us to know
where they are. Using
the equipment makes
the pick up go quicker
and we want to make
sure our employees are

METAPHYSICAL PSYCHIC FAIR

Saturday, April 28
10am - 6pm

Sunday, April 29

safe while they are pick-
ing these things up.”

All items must be by
the curb in the city’s
right-of-way no sooner
than 24 hours before the
scheduled pick up. Items
need to be separated as
much as possible for its
trip to the municipal
landfill, added Averette.

“To be placed on the
pick up list, all resi-
dents have to do is call
264-2504 or 264-2501, and
we’ll get them set up,”
he said. “If they don’t
call and get on the list,
we can’t pick up their
items. We try to stick to
the district we’re work-
ing on that month, how-
ever, if someone is right
on the district line, we’ll
try our best to accom-
modate them.”

For more information

on the Large Item Pick-
up program and maps of
the six city districts, vis-
it the city of Big Spring
Website at http://www.
mybigspring.com, or
call 264-2504.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

| COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 1
AND RESTAURANT

| |
| |
| |
| $1.00 Off Adults |
| 50¢ Off Children |
I Sunday Only [
I 11-3 Buffet or I
: Ally Entree $7.95 or above :
| |
| |
| |

1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 4-30-12
231854
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OUR FAMILY IS HERE TO GIVE

COMFORT TO YOUR FAMILY

Comfort Keepers® provides
in-home care such as:
Companionship,

FIRE

Continued from Page 1

extinguished, Sullivan
said.

Except for some
torched power lines,
there was no significant
property damage. Also,
no injuries were report-
ed, Sullivan said.

With the recent on-
slaught of high temper-
atures and prevailing
dry conditions, Sullivan
fears more wildfires are

P e e e e -

jDragon China BuffetI
1300 Gregg 268-8888

| |
191.00 |
. Off Per Adult

| |
I -500ff Per Child |
| |

|

|

Up to 10 People
| (NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

1 EXP. 4/30/12

on the way.

“This is just a precur-
sor. With us having
100-degree days in April
and May just around
the corner, I’ll probably
be requesting that the
county judge re-insti-
tute a burn ban in the
next couple of weeks,”
Sullivan said.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 235 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Richard V. Platzer, 67,
died March 24, 2012. The
family will receive
friends today from 5
p.m. until 7 p.m. at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Cake & Garage Sale

Saturday, April 28 - 8:00 AM
Hillcrest Baptist Church ¢ 2000 W. FM 700
Proceeds to help with the medical expense for

Brittney Phillips who will receive a kidney
transplant in June.
Sale to be held East end of the church.
Lunch will be available for small fee.
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Grand Texan Hotel &

Conference Center Villa
Formerly The Clarion Hotel
Villa Building across parking lot from hotel.
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taking is necessary if one is going to take proper action.
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Bill McClellan Steve Reagan

Managing Editor Ron Midkiff Staff Writer
Amanda Moreno Publisher Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer Staff Writer

Robocalls to phones

o help traditional landline and wireless
telephone customers avoid prerecorded
commercial telemarketing calls, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission (FCC)
recently approved changes to its telemarketing
rules. Unwanted autodialed calls, which are often
referred to as robocalls, intrude
upon recipients’ personal time and
—in the case of calls to wireless
phones - waste their minutes.

Under the FCC’s new rules,
solicitors must get the consumer’s
written authorization in advance
before robocalling that consumer.
The written consent may be ob-
tained through electronic means
such as a website form.

The FCC’s rule change also
eliminates the “established busi-
ness relationship” exemption. Un-
der the old policy, the FCC allowed
solicitors to robocall individuals with whom the
soliciting company had previously conducted
business. The new FCC rule requires written con-
sent for all telemarketing robocalls - regardless
of whether the company previously did business
with the consumer.

The FCC’s rule change also requires solicitors
to give consenting call recipients an opportunity
to change their mind and withdraw their writ-
ten consent. Under the new rules, every robocall
must include an automated, interactive opt-out
mechanism that enables a recipient to revoke
consent and instruct the solicitor to stop calling
by pressing just a few keys during the call. The
solicitor must automatically add the consumer to
its do-not-call list and immediately disconnect the
call.

The new rules also strictly limit the number
of abandoned or “dead-air” calls that solicitors
make within their robocalling campaigns. “Dead-
air” calls refer to calls in which a recipient hears
only a dial tone or dead air because a telemarket-
er has abandoned the call.

The FCC did not change the federal rules gov-
erning telephone calls that deliver purely infor-
mational recorded messages. In other words, calls
that merely inform consumers are treated differ-
ently than calls that attempt to sell a product or
service.

For example, informational robocalls include
automated messages updating consumers about
airline flights or school closures.

Other types of authorized robocalls include
calls from financial institutions, political candi-
dates, telephone carriers and most charitable or-
ganizations. Similarly, the new rules do not apply
to messages about recipients’ health care.

The FCC’s new rules also exempt debt collec-
tion calls as long as the caller is not trying to sell
something.

Texans who receive unwanted prerecorded
telemarketing calls should file a complaint with
the FCC at www.fcc.gov/complaints or by calling
(888) 225-5322.

Recipients may also file a complaint with the
Office of the Attorney General online at www.tex-
asattorneygeneral.gov or by calling (800) 252-8011.

The FCC’s new rules come as the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office resolves enforcement actions
against three telemarketing firms that partici-
pated in an unlawful scheme to sell car warranty
service contracts.

According to state investigators, the defen-
dants’ unlawful telephone solicitation scheme
violated multiple state and federal telemarketing
laws.

In addition to falsely marketing service con-
tracts as extended warranties, the telemarketing
companies used falsified telephone numbers to
hide their identities. As a result, recipients’ caller
identification devices displayed fake numbers
when they received calls from the defendants.

Under settlement agreements with the defen-
dants, the companies must provide clear disclo-
sures to customers and abide by state and federal
telemarketing laws in the future.

GREG
ABBOTT

To find out more information visit the Federal
Communications Commission website at wwuw.fcc.
gov/complaint or call (888) 225-5322

Greg Abbott is the Texas Attorney General and
can be reachedby visiting Office of the Attorney
General website at www.texasattorneygeneral.gov
or by calling (800) 252-8011.

Citizens have freedom to fear

erious commentators are

telling us not to assume

the Supreme Court is go-

ing to find “Obamacare”
unconstitutional just because
the conservative justices gave
the government lawyer a hard
time when the case came before
the Court last month.

Somehow that doesn’t make
me sleep better at night. This is
the same Court that gave us the
Citizens United
decision, which
opened the sluice
gates of special-in-
terest money that
flooded a political
system that was
already awash in
it. The ruling was
the Court’s worst
decision since
Dred Scott in 1857,
which ruled that
no Americans of
African descent,
whether enslaved or free, were
U.S. citizens.

You think the Court is going to
find mandatory health insurance
constitutional? Nah.

In the first place, you had four
votes against the plan right out
of the gate. Justices John Rob-
erts, Antonin Scalia, Clarence
Thomas, and Samuel Alito are
old-fasioned conservatives. The
only change they believe in is
change that takes us back to the
18th century.

In the second place, the high
court’s lone swing judge, Justice
Anthony Kennedy, was one of
the more hostile questioners.
“You are changing the relation-
ship of the individual to the
government,” he told the govern-
ment’s lawyer.

So forget about it, you health
care fans, the vote is going to be
5-4 against the Affordable Care
Act.

The only real question is
whether the justices will strike
down the entire plan or just the
compulsory mandate. That’s the
part that requires people to buy
insurance or pay a fine.

I say it doesn’t make much
difference. The only way you
can pay for the other provisions
of the bill — providing coverage
regardless of pre-existing condi-
tions, extending coverage to the
poor — is by making everyone
pay for it.

Without the mandate, the bill
for uninsured people who show
up at the emergency room after
an auto accident or a heart at-
tack, or with severe diabetes or
cancer, will be paid — as it is
now — by the rest of us. Those of
us with insurance will continue
to pay higher insurance premi-
ums and hospital bills than we
should.

Apparently, that’s the way

a near-majority of American peo-

ple want it. According to polls,
nearly half of American oppose
the mandate.

Oddly enough, however, 85
percent favored requiring insur-
ance companies to cover pre-
existing conditions.

In other words, the Ameri-
can people want health care,
they just don’t want to pay for
it. There’s a lot of that going
around.

Let’s review. According to the
Supreme Court majority, we
can’t prevent anyone from carry-
ing a gun into a school, church,
or Fourth of July picnic.

And we can’t stop billionaires

from buying up our system of
democracy by the board foot,
shoveling unlimited amounts of
money into Super PACs, which
then buy vicious ads aimed at
their favorite candidate’s oppo-
nent.

And now it looks like we can’t
provide health care insurance to
people in our society who need
but can’t afford it.

That apparently is the New
Freedom. Instead of those free-
doms from want and fear that
FDR articulated in 1941, we’ve
got the freedom to want and fear.
The Republican revolution is
complete.

There was a time when I
thought that this radical con-
servatism we're seeing was a
temporary fad. I thought it was
something we’d grow out of, like
a teenager with bad hair.

I mean, after all, the Republi-
can agenda is mainly about low
taxes for the rich, paid for by
cutting services for the not-rich.
How can you win an election
with a platform like that in a
country where the services for
the poor aren’t that great in the
first place and the rich are get-
ting richer all the time?

But a lot of people seem to be
buying it. And even if it doesn’t
happen this time, even if Presi-
dent Barack Obama is re-elected,
it won’t be over.

The Grover Norquists and
Koch brothers of the world will
still be there with their bags of
money and a Supreme Court
willing to let them spend it.

OtherWords columnist Donald
Kaul lives in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. otherwords.org

Spotlight seems to be on bullies

here has been much

attention and publicity

given recently to the

matter of bullying. Itis a
real problem and it has been for
along, long time. Bullying can
occur in any context in which
human beings interact with each
other.

Bullying is a form of aggres-
sive behavior manifested by the
use of force or coercion to affect
others, particular-
ly when the behav-
ior is habitual and
involves an imbal-
ance of power. It
can include ver-
bal harassment,
physical assault
or coercion and
may be directed
repeatedly towards
particular vic-
tims, perhaps on
grounds of race,
religion, gender,
or ability.

In any form it is a disgusting
and inexcusable act and has
been the cause of immeasurable
pain and suffering for millions
of innocent people, especially
children.

Ireceived a call this week
from a dear friend who is facing
a major crisis with his teenage
daughter because of the verbal
abuse she suffered in school over
a period of years.

She is an amazingly smart
young woman with great talent
and abilities, but she doesn’t fit
the accepted image of “beauti-
ful” that ignorant people place so
much importance on and there-
fore she has been victimized by
ridicule and scorn to the extent
that she is now suffering severe
psychological pain.

The 1999 school massacre in
Columbine was a wakeup call
that was heard across the nation.

That year, two shotgun-wield-
ing students, both of whom had
been identified as gifted and who
had been bullied for years, killed
13 people, wounded 24, and then
committed suicide.

A year later an analysis by offi-
cials at the U.S. Secret Service of
37 premeditated school shootings
found that bullying, which some
of the shooters described “in
terms that approached torment,”
played a major role in more than

EppY
PRINCE

two-thirds of the attacks.

I’'m thankful public aware-
ness is being raised concern-
ing this matter because, even
though bullying has basically
been around forever, the media
defining beauty and value for us
through television and movies
has created a prodigious social
monster that is causing far too
much damage.

I resent Hollywood presuming
to define beauty or worth for me.
Being pretty or famous doesn’t
mean anything if the heart’s
attitude isn’t right. Celebrities,
sports stars, and famous people
in general don’t care about us
regular folks at all other than as
their means to wealth and ex-
travagance and yet we continue
to let them set the false standard
for living a successful life.

Like many problems, the key
to solving the matter isn’t sim-
ply education or awareness but
getting to the root of the issue.
Ashleigh Brilliant, the author
and philosopher I often quote,
said “I refuse to start thinking
independently until I see that
everyone else is doing it”.

While that may sound humor-
ous at first, it actually defines a
root cause of bullying that needs
to be addressed.

Even though they have been
called different things in each
generation, there have always
been the “cool kids”, the “jocks”,
or the “in crowd”.

If one is fortunate enough to be
good looking, wealthy, talented,
or is an outstanding athlete or
performer in some area associ-
ated with “coolness”, they are
admired and set the pace for
their followers, and these self-
anointed trend-setters and their
devotees define the rest of the
crowd according to their stan-
dards.

It’s commonly identified as
peer pressure and is one of the
faces of bullying that isn’t often
associated with the problem
even though it exists at every
level of human interaction.

One doesn’t have to called a
derogatory name or physically
assaulted to be a victim. Some-
times it’s nothing more than
being excluded or ignored and
treated as someone with less
value that inflicts the pain.

And it isn’t only among the

youth of our world that this
problem exists. According to the
Workplace Bullying and Trauma
Institute workplace bullying

is “repeated, health-harming
mistreatment, verbal abuse, or
conduct which is threatening,
humiliating, intimidating, or
sabotage that interferes with
work, or some combination of
the three.”

Statistics show that bullying
is 3 times as prevalent as illegal
discrimination and at least 1,600
times as prevalent as workplace
violence.

When anyone is blessed with
anything that sets them apart,
whether it is beauty, brains,
brawn or bounty, they need
to realize the power they have
and use it to benefit others, not
destroy them.

Our purpose in life should
be to have a positive influence
on those around us and we are
the ones who wield that power
through our words and deeds.

When was the last time you
spoke a kind word to someone
who didn’t really deserve it?
When did you step in and take
up for the one being mistreated?

When was your last RAK (ran-
dom act of kindness) when you
just did something unexpected to
make someone else’s day better?
When did you use your influence
and position to raise someone
else up to a new level of signifi-
cance?

Peer pressure isn’t a bad thing
if it is used positively.

You might not hear a lot about
it, but peers have a profoundly
positive influence on each other
and play important roles in each
other’s lives through true friend-
ship, setting a good example,
giving sound advice and coun-
sel, and generally giving support
and encouragement to those in
their circle of influence.

Want to know the best thing
about doing that? You can start
making a difference today.

You may not agree with any-
thing I've said, but I column as I
see ‘em.

Eddy Prince is the senior pas-
tor at Grace Fellowship Church
in Big Spring, Texas. He can
be reached by email at pastor-
prince@msn.com.
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News in brief

Political stakes rise in fight over
student loans as both sides see

chance to show priorities

WASHINGTON (AP) — Democrats and Republi-
cans alike say they want to prevent the cost of fed-
eral loans from ballooning for millions of students.
But the effort has evolved into an election-year
battle each side is using to embarrass the other and
spotlight its own priorities to voters.

In the latest political chess move, Speaker John
Boehner, R-Ohio, scheduled a House vote for Fri-
day on legislation preventing the 3.4 percent inter-
est rate on subsidized Stafford student loans from
doubling as scheduled on July 1. In a bitter pill for
Democrats, the measure’s $5.9 billion cost would be
paid for with cuts from President Barack Obama’s
health care overhaul bill.

Boehner announced the vote in an abruptly called
news conference Wednesday that followed days of
pounding by Obama and congressional Democrats.
It also came two days after the GOP’s presumptive
presidential candidate, Mitt Romney, tried defus-
ing the issue by embracing the call for freezing in-
terest rates, putting more pressure on congressio-
nal Republicans to back the effort or look isolated.

“What Washington shouldn’t be doing is exploit-
ing the challenges that young Americans face for
political gain,” Boehner said. He also accused the
president of “campaigning and trying to invent a
fight where there isn’t and never has been one.”

Ariz. migrant law: U.S. could
soon see about-face over how it

confronts illegal immigration

PHOENIX (AP) — The United States could see an
official about-face in the coming months in how it
confronts illegal immigration if the Supreme Court
follows through on its suggestion that it would let
local police enforce the most controversial part of
Arizona’s immigration law.

Over the last several years, states frustrated with
America’s porous borders, have rejected the long
held notion that Washington is responsible for
confronting illegal immigration and have passed
a flurry of laws to let local police confront illegal
immigration. The Supreme Court is poised in the
coming months to let the states know whether they
haven’t crossed the line.

The justices strongly suggested Wednesday that
they are ready to let Arizona enforce the most con-
troversial part of its law, a requirement that police
officers check the immigration status of people they
suspect are in the country illegally. Such a ruling
could codify the type of local enforcement that some
local authorities in Arizona have carried out over
the last six years and open the door to such enforce-
ment in states with similar laws, such as Alabama,
Georgia, Indiana, South Carolina and Utah.

“I think you’ll see more involvement by local po-
lice in immigration enforcement, an involvement
that hadn’t previously been seen,” Kevin Johnson,
law school dean at the University of California-Da-
vis and an expert in immigration law, said of the
possibility of Arizona’s law being upheld.

The most controversial parts of the Arizona law
were put on hold by a federal judge shortly before
they were to take effect in late July 2010, but the
statute has encouraged other states to take up simi-
lar legislation and — combined with other state im-
migration laws and an ailing economy — played a
part in 170,000 illegal immigrants leaving Arizona
since 2007.

Pakistan’s top court convicts
prime minister of contempt

over presidential graft case
ISLAMABAD (AP) — The Supreme Court con-
victed Pakistan’s prime minister of contempt on

Thursday but spared him a prison term for refus-
ing toreopen a corruption case against his boss, the
president, leaving the premier in power but facing
fresh calls to resign.

The ruling against Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani added to political uncertainty and tensions
between the government and the court, effectively
crippling an administration that has shown little
will to tackle the economic and security challenges
facing the country.

Thursday’s hearing had been widely anticipated
by opponents of Gilani and President Asif Ali Zard-
ari, who were hoping the Supreme Court would
sentence the prime minister to prison and order his
immediate dismissal from office. That would have
triggered a major political crisis, brought criticism
on the court and could have benefited Gilani and
Zardari electorally by making them martyrs in the
eyes of their supporters.

Gilani is the longest-serving prime minister in
the history of Pakistan, where civilian govern-
ments have repeatedly been toppled by the coun-
try’s powerful military, often with the support of
the Supreme Court, which critics allege is heav-
ily politicized. Corruption charges have routinely
been used to target those in power, or seeking to
return.

Gilani’s conviction in a court of law means there
are now grounds to initiate dismissal proceedings,
which involves the speaker of the parliament and
the election commission. It could take up to four
months and be fiercely contested every step of the
way.

Beleaguered beef industry avoids
widespread market scare over mad

cow case with quick response

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — The announcement
that mad cow disease was spotted in a California
cow drew a rapid response this week from the be-
leaguered American beef industry, which has been
enduring one crisis after another for more than a
year.

First, a severe drought in the Southwest cut cattle
herd numbers to their lowest level in more than 60
years. Then an intense controversy erupted over
a common type of filler known as “pink slime,”
hurting ground beef sales. The industry was just
regaining its footing when the word of the mad cow
discovery came Tuesday.

“They say things happen in threes, so hopefully
this is the last one,” said Buck Wehrbein, who man-
ages a feeding operation in Mead, Neb.

The infected dairy cow, only the fourth ever dis-
covered in the United States, was found as part
of an Agriculture Department program that tests
about 40,000 cows a year for the fatal brain disease.
The animal apparently acquired the infection from
a random mutation, not from eating infected cattle
feed.

It was the first new case of mad cow disease in the
U.S. since 2006 and came just as beef exports were
finally recovering from an outbreak in 2003. With
billions of dollars at risk, the USDA and other gov-
ernment officials responded quickly, explaining
that consumers were never at risk because none of
the animal’s meat was bound for the food supply.

Analysts say new
missiles displayed by

N. Korea are sloppy fakes

TOKYO (AP) — Analysts who have studied pho-
tos of a half-dozen ominous new North Korean mis-
siles showcased recently at a lavish military pa-
rade say they were fakes, and not very convincing
ones, casting further doubt on the country’s claims
of military prowess.

Since its recent rocket launch failure, Pyong-
yang’s top military leaders have made several

boastful statements about its weapons capabilities.
On Wednesday, Vice Marshal Ri Yong Ho claimed
his country is capable of defeating the United
States “at a single blow.” And on Monday, North
Korea promised “special actions” that would re-
duce Seoul’s government to ashes within minutes.

But the weapons displayed April 15 appear to be a
mishmash of liquid-fuel and solid-fuel components
that could never fly together. Undulating casings
on the missiles suggest the metal is too thin to with-
stand flight. Each missile was slightly different
from the others, even though all were supposedly
the same make. They don’t even fit the launchers
they were carried on.

“There is no doubt that these missiles were mock-
ups,” Markus Schiller and Robert Schmucker, of
Germany’s Schmucker Technologie, wrote in a
paper posted recently on the website Armscontrol-
wonk.com that listed those discrepancies. “It re-
mains unknown if they were designed this way to
confuse foreign analysts, or if the designers simply
did some sloppy work.”

The missiles, called KN-08s, were loaded onto the
largest mobile launch vehicles North Korea has
ever unveiled. Pyongyang gave them special prom-
inence by presenting them at the end of the parade,
which capped weeks of celebrations marking the
100th anniversary of the country’s founding father,
Kim I1 Sung.

After birds strike 2 planes,
senator proposes allowing

goose Kkills at NY wildlife refuge

NEW YORK (AP) — The problem of birds living
near some of the nation’s busiest airports is com-
ing under renewed scrutiny after two emergency
landings in a week and more than three years af-
ter the famous ditching of a jetliner in the Hudson
River.

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand on Wednesday pro-
posed making it easier to round up geese from a
federal refuge near Kennedy Airport and kill them,
an idea that’s meeting opposition from wildlife ad-
vocates.

A JetBlue plane bound for West Palm Beach, Fla.,
made an emergency landing at Westchester Coun-
ty Airport north of New York City on Tuesday. A
Los Angeles-bound jet made an emergency landing
at Kennedy Airport after a bird strike on the right
engine a week ago.

No one was hurt, but Grant Cardone, a sales train-
ing consultant who was on the flight out of Kennedy
and was filming video from his window in seat 1D
as the birds hit the plane, said it was scary.

“I felt like the plane was going to roll over on its
right side,” Cardone said. “Those five or six sec-
onds were terrifying.”

Yemeni officials: Yes to more
U.S. anti-al-Qaida aid, but no to

drone strikes on large groups

WASHINGTON (AP) — Yemeni officials want
more U.S. counterterrorism aid, including drone
strikes and more U.S. military trainers and advis-
ers, to fight a growing threat from al-Qaida, Yemeni
officials said late Wednesday.

But Yemen rejected a CIA and U.S. military re-
quest to expand the use of drone strikes to target
groups of fighters who appear to be militants, the
officials said.

Currently, U.S. counterterrorism forces are lim-
ited to striking clearly identified individuals with
known links to al-Qaida. The White House ap-
proves who goes on the target list, after a lengthy,
legal vetting process at the Pentagon and the CIA,
and the Yemeni government approves each strike,
Yemeni and U.S. officials say.

All officials spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive strategic matters.

RENO, Nev. (AP) —
Robert Ward has been
hunting and collecting
meteorites for morethan
20 years, so he knew
he’d found something
special in the Sierra
foothills along the path
of a flaming fireball that
shook parts of Northern
California and Nevada
with a sonic boom over
the weekend.

And scientists have
confirmed his suspi-
cions: it’s one of the
more primitive types of

space rocks out there,
dating to the early for-
mation of the solar sys-
tem 4 to 5 billion years
ago.

“It was just, needless
to say, a thrilling mo-
ment,” Ward of Prescott,
Ariz., told The Associat-
ed Press in a telephone
interview Wednesday
as he walked through an
old cemetery in search
of more meteorites
about 35 miles northeast
of Sacramento.

He found the first piece

on Tuesday along a road
between a baseball field
and park on the edge
of Lotus near Coloma,
where James W. Mar-
shall first discovered
gold in California, at
Sutter’s Mill in 1848.
Ward, who has found
meteorites in every con-
tinent but Antarctica
and goes by “AstroBob”
on his website, said he
“instantly knew” it was
a rare meteorite known
as “CM” carbona-
ceous chondrite — based
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in part on the “fusion
crusts from atmospher-
ic entry” on one side of
the rock.

“It is one of the old-
est things known to
man and one of the rar-
est types of meteorites
there is,” he said.

“It contains amino

acids and organic com-
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News in brief

Mexican president discusses

immigration in Texas

HOUSTON (AP) — Mexican President Felipe Cal-
deron said during a speech Wednesday evening
that while he respects U.S. laws designed to control
illegal immigration, he’s against statutes like Ari-
zona’s controversial law that he believes unfairly
go after immigrants.

“I want to be very clear. We are respectful of U.S.
sovereignty. But we have to be firmly against those
initiatives that tend to criminalize those that are
not committing a crime,” Calderon said during an
hourlong speech to more than 200 Mexican immi-
grants at a community center in Houston.

The speech was part of a daylong visit to Houston
by Calderon, who also met with local business lead-
ers and the city’s mayor. Latinos make up about 44
percent of Houston’s population, according to U.S.
census figures.

While Calderon made reference to various initia-
tives U.S. states have passed to control illegal im-
migration, he singled out Arizona’s law, which he
described as not only anti-immigrant but also as
possibly racist.

Calderon’s comments on immigration came the
same day that the U.S. Supreme Court heard argu-
ments over Arizona’s law, which requires police to
check the legal status of people they stop for other
reasons.

During arguments earlier in the day, justices on
the high court seemed to strongly suggest they are
ready to allow Arizona to enforce part of the law.

The Obama administration challenged the law
in federal court. Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, South
Carolina and Utah passed similar laws, parts of
which also are on hold pending the high court’s de-
cision.

A decision in the high-profile immigration case is
expected in late June.

Texas releases personal

data in voter ID case

AUSTIN (AP) — The state attorney general’s of-
fice accidently provided the Social Security num-
bers of Texas voters to opposing lawyers as part of

a voter ID case, but none of the data leaked out, a
top state attorney said Wednesday.

The Social Security numbers were part of a data-
base of 13.1 million Texas voters turned over to at-
torneys challenging a new law requiring voters to
show state-issued photo identification. The list was
supposed to include only the last four digits of the
voters’ Social Security numbers, to allow groups to
analyze whether the law would disproportionately
keep minorities from voting.

But when two groups opened encrypted discs sup-
plied to them by the attorney general’s office, they
discovered some entries included the full nine-dig-
it number, said First Assistant Attorney General
Daniel Hodge. The problem came about because the
information was supplied by 254 county registrars
using different forms over several decades and in
some cases the full number was entered, he said.

“Any claims the Social Security numbers were ex-
posed to the public are categorically false,” Hodge
said, explaining that six discs were made and deliv-
ered to the attorneys. “Once it was brought to the
state’s attention ... within 24 hours those discs were
reclaimed by the state.”

Hodge said only two of the copies had been ac-
cessed and in both cases the attorneys involved
immediately notified the state. All of the personal
data collected for the trial and shared among the
attorneys is protected by a court order and the in-
formation was never placed on a public computer
server, he added. A state police officer was sent to
New York and Washington to retrieve the discs.

West Texas ag producers

need soaking rains soon

LUBBOCK (AP) — As West Texas cotton produc-
ers await planting next month, they’re hoping for a
weather forecast that calls for above-normal rain-
fall.

That’s one possibility in a three-month outlook
that National Weather Service officials will share
at a drought forum in Lubbock on Thursday. The
agency’s Victor Murphy says that through July the
state has equal chances for above-normal, normal
or below-normal rainfall.

Texas agriculture is coming off record losses in

2011, $7.6 billion, as the state suffered through the
driest year on record. Good rains have come to cen-
tral and eastern parts of the state the past several
months, but much of West Texas remain in severe
to exceptional drought.

And triple-digit heat, which along with windy
conditions exacerbated last year’s drought, is back.
Lubbock hit 104 degrees Wednesday.

Texas teen accused of

faking cancer out of jail

EL PASO (AP) — A West Texas teenager accused
of faking cancer to steal $17,000 in donations has
been released from jail on bond.

Court records show a status hearing has been
scheduled May 31 in El Paso for 19-year-old Angie
Gomez of Horizon City.

Gomez on Tuesday night left the El Paso County
Jail after making bond, which was reduced from
$50,000 to $20,000. She was arraigned Wednesday.

Investigators have said that Gomez collected do-
nations from hundreds of people after pretending
she was dying of leukemia. Horizon City police lat-
er determined there was no evidence that Gomez
had been diagnosed with cancer.

An investigation began last June after a com-
plaint that Gomez did not appear to be sick.

Teen pleads guilty to

manslaughter in Wylie death

DALLAS (AP) — A fourth teenager has been sen-
tenced for his role in the 2009 beating death of a
Dallas-area man.

Prosecutors say 18-year-old Travis Joel Harmon
of Celina was operating a truck involved in the
reckless driving dispute.

Jonathan Bird of Wylie was attacked after telling
several youths to slow down while driving through
the neighborhood.

Harmon pleaded guilty to manslaughter and was
sentenced Wednesday to six months in jail and 10
years of deferred adjudication probation.

The Dallas Morning News reports Harmon, who
apologized to the victim’s family, must also pay the
funeral costs.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

The Cancer moon focuses attention on our homes,
our lifestyles and anything we can do to make
domestic life smoother. The Taurus sun insists
that the answer is something you can buy at a
department store, and maybe in some cases it is.
Just be careful and think it through. If you want
what you don’t really need, the pur-
chase will be in vain.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You are
savvy, that’s for sure. But considering
the opinions of another person will
make you even more so. Even if you
think you have your plans nailed
down, ask around for different ideas.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your
family will have an impact on your
decision-making process today. This
is true whether or not they are near-
by. Your connection bridges the gap
of time and space.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). This is the kind of day
you prefer: Your mood is upbeat; your activities
are offbeat. You’ll march happily to a different
drummer who happens to be playing at a pretty
snappy tempo.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Your executive abili-
ties will be highlighted. Though your decisions
affect many, you make them without an ounce of
stress or worry. You trust yourself, and that’s the
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‘80s Lady

For Debbie Gibson, who became a pop
singing sensation in the 1980s, stardom was
always balanced by giving something back,

which has continued through today.
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essence of confidence.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You are moving quickly
now, and the rest of the world lags behind. Not one
to wait around in vain, you make sure you have
something to do while others try to keep up with
you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Starting too many proj-
ects at once is a form of procrastination, as it
delays the completion of all goals. Keep it simple.
Finish what’s on your plate, and then rest before
you take on anything new.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Knowledge on its own
isn’t worth much unless you can put it to good use.
Today you’ll do some planning to come up with the
exact action-steps that will take you where you
want to go.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You don’t like it
when others question your judgments, systems,
strategies and decisions. But if you have a good
answer, you’ll get to take credit for the success that
happens next.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It is rare that
you get long stretches of peace and quiet. You have
to make the effort to keep the world at bay by going
where you’re unlikely to be distracted. If you do
this, you’ll love how you feel at the end of the day.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You and your
business are all wrapped together in one package
now. You know what people get when they spend

time with you and/or buy what you’re 