
By AMANDA MORENO                                       
Staff Writer

A vision of a drug free envi-
ronment at local schools is the 
drive behind the third annual 

Trash Drugs. 
The Rev. Ken 

McIntosh had the 
idea to combat two 
of Big Spring’s 
biggest problems 
— trash and drugs 
— three years ago 
and through that 
vision, the effort 
he started has continued to 
grow. 

“Some people think I’m 
crazy, but I have a vision of 
a drug free school and hope-
fully we can get there,” McIn-

tosh said. 
In years past, McIntosh 

would make his way through 
Big Spring and pick up trash 
three days during Spring 
Break, but this year he has 
found some helpers and will 
pick up trash for three weeks 
instead. Students in the Big 
Spring High School Interact 
Club will be helping McIn-
tosh in his battle. 

“This all started a few years 
back when I heard they had 
canceled the drug education 
program they had in schools. 

I was attacking one problem 
while raising money to attack 
another problem,” McIntosh 
said. 

Starting March 17 and end-
ing Easter weekend   , ap-
pointments can be made for 
McIntosh and the students to 
go by and pick up trash from 
a designated property for a 
donation. 

“All this money will be used 
at the sixth grade level next 
year since there won’t be an 

See TRASH, Page 3

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Local Law enforcement of-
ficials say they managed to 
clear more than 550 warrants 
and collect more 
than $100,000 in 
fines during this 
year’s statewide 
warrant round-
up, which ended 
in late Febru-
ary.

M u n i c i p a l 
Judge Timothy 
Green said his 
office — work-
ing in conjunc-
tion with the 
Big Spring Po-
lice Department 
and the Howard 
County Sheriff’s 
Office — participated in the 
annual event in an effort to 
help clear longstanding war-
rants from the city and coun-
ty roles.

The effort included letters 
sent out to those who had 
warrants urging them to 
contact the court and take 
care of their fines and charg-
es, and, according to Green, 
the only thing more valuable 
than the fines and resources 
freed-up by the effort was the 
information gathered in the 
process.

“Working with the state-
wide roundup, they are very 
stringent about what the let-
ters must say and the word-
ing,” Green said. “However, 
we were able to play around 

with some of it and see what 
is most effective. Some of the 
strangest things have the 
most impact. For example, 
there was a collection com-

pany handling 
some of the 
letters and 
they used col-
ored paper for 
theirs. They 
got a much bet-
ter reaction. 
You wouldn’t 
think colored 
paper would 
make that big 
of a difference 
in a situation 
like this, but it 
did.

“Overall, the 
roundup was 
a big improve-

ment over last year. We 
weren’t able to participate 
like we wanted to last year, 
so we had to kind of play from 
the sidelines. We collected 
about $70,000 last year. This 
year, however, we not only 
brought in more money and 
cleared more warrants, I felt 
like the educational value 
was really high for everyone 
involved. We all learned a 
lot.”

While being arrested and 
hauled in for warrants is 
never a pleasant experience, 
Green said many of the viola-
tors who came in voluntarily 
learned an important lesson.

“They found out if they 
came in and saw their charge 
through the entire process, 
it didn’t take nearly as long 
as most of them thought,” 
Green said. “We would 

See WARRANTS, Page 3
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By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

The Kiwanis Club of Big 
Spring will host its annual 
pancake supper from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday in the 
Howard College Cafeteria. 

“This is a long-standing 
tradition. We have people 
who remember having their 
grandparents take them and 
they have taken their chil-
dren and grandchildren,” 
pancake supper co-chair Ann 
Duncan said. 

Money raised during the 
event will be used through-

out the year by the local Ki-
wanis group to help fund its 
service projects. The projects 
involve the Salvation Army 
Boys and Girls Club and the 
Westside Community Day-

care Center. 
Tickets can be purchased in 

advance or at the door Friday. 
Each ticket is $6 and is good 
for all you can eat pancakes. 

““This is something people 
look forward to each year 
and it’s something we want 
to keep going as long as we 
can,” Duncan said. 

To purchase tickets in ad-
vance, contact Duncan at 432-
466-4887.

Contact Amanda Moreno at 
263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringherald.com

HERALD file photo

Kiwanis Club member Floyd Green carries a pan of sausage during the club’s 2011 pancake 
supper. This year’s event will be from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Friday at the Howard College 
Cafeteria. Tickets, available at the door, are $6 each.

Kiwanians to flip some 
flapjacks here Friday

Local warrant 
roundup pulls 
in $100,000

“We would much 
rather 
work with 
them and 
get these 
warrants 
taken care 
of than lock them 
up.” 

—Timothy Green,
minicipal judgew

McIntosh

Drug free environment idea 
behind March trash pick up



Toni Barron Choate
Toni Barron Choate of Midland, 

Texas, passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her loving family, 
March 3, 2012, at the age of 73. She 
was a lifelong resident of Big Spring 
before moving to Midland in 2005. 
Services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, 2012, at St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1001 
Goliad, Big Spring. The Rev. 
Barbara Kirk-Norris of St. Mary’s, 
Fr. Tom Finne of Christ Church of 

Midland and the Rev. Katie Churchwell of 
Washington, D.C., will officiate. A reception will 
immediately follow the service in the Parish Hall 
until 4 p.m.

Toni was born to Tony and Billie Barron on Nov. 
27, 1938, in Lamesa, Texas. She married Wade 
Choate on Jan. 17, 1959, in Big Spring and they had 
been married 53 years.

A graduate of Big Spring High School in 1957, she 
was a player on the State Champion Big Spring 
High School 1955-1956 volleyball team. Toni and her 
classmates reunited and reminisced annually 
across the United States. In addition to owning and 
operating The Accent Shoppe, Toni served as the 
First Lady of Big Spring from 1972-1980 and was 
selected “Coming Home Queen” at BSHS in 1987.

She was active with many boards and charities, 
including the Heritage Museum, Malone Hogan 
Hospital Volunteer “Pink Ladies,” Garden Club, 
Hyperion and the founding board of Canterbury 
Retirement Home.

Toni devoted her time to her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Toni and her husband, Wade, 
owned and operated Choate Company Inc., a petro-
leum land service company, for 30 years in Big 
Spring and Midland. They were members of St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Church before moving to Midland, 
where they are members of Christ Church of 
Midland.

Toni is survived by her husband, Wade Choate, 
former Mayor of Big Spring; son, Kyle Choate of 
Midland; son-in-law, Kyle Cook of Stanton; four 
grandchildren, Ragan and husband Justin Outlaw 
of Midland, Justin and Casie Darden of Big Spring, 
Kevin Cook and Cayla Cook, both of Stanton; five 
great-grandchildren, Brannon Dae Darden and 
Bryleigh Darden of Big Spring, Hunter Wade 
Outlaw and Kade Westly Outlaw of Midland and 
Wheeler Cook of Stanton; and one brother, Jerry 
Barron and wife Carlene of Seabrook, Texas.

She was preceded in death by her parents; daugh-
ter, Melody Ann Cook; and granddaughter-in-law, 
Erin Cook.

Pallbearers are Todd Gibson, Taylor Sell and 
Chris Ragan of Midland; Gary Griffin of Odessa; 
Tommy Churchwell, Robert H. Moore III and Henry 
de la Rosa of Big Spring; and Adrian de la Rosa and 
Henry de la Rosa Jr. of Austin. Honorary pallbear-
ers are the BSHS class of ‘57.

The family suggests memorials to The Heritage 
Museum of Big Spring, 510 Scurry St., Big Spring, 
TX 79720; Midland Hospice, P.O. Box 2621, Midland, 
TX 79702; the American Cancer Society; or your 
favorite charity.

Visitation will be at Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home in Big Spring on Friday, March 9, 
2012, from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Ioma Shaw
Ioma Shaw, 82, of Big Spring died 

Monday, March 5, 2012, in a 
Midland hospital. Funeral services 
will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
March 9, 2012, at the 14th and Main 
Church of Christ with Rick 
Cunningham officiating. Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 8, 2012, at the funeral 

home.
Ioma was born to Tom and Leona Tatum on Dec. 

20, 1929, in Sweetwater, Texas. She graduated as 
valedictorian of Grapevine High School in 1947. 
She married Vernon P. Heard on May 22, 1950, in 
Fort Worth.

They moved to Big Spring in 1956 from Midland 
and owned Colonial Beauty Shop for many years. 
Vernon preceded her in death in June of 1973. She 
then married Verl D. Shaw on Aug. 7, 1976, in 
Midland. They lived in the Knott community for 20 
years and moved to Big Spring in 1997.

She was a member of 14th and Main Church of 
Christ.

Survivors include her husband, Verl D. Shaw of 
Big Spring; five children, Marsha McHan and hus-
band Mark of Abilene, Brenda Keith and husband 
Lynn of Arlington, Dero Shaw and wife Jeanine of 
Knott, Angela Gillespie and husband Tony of Knott 
and Sheree Denny and husband LeRoy of Midland; 
12 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren; three 
nephews and two nieces.

She was also preceded in death by one brother 
and two sisters.

The family suggests memorials be made to a 
favorite charity.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Sammie Estelle Cox Meeks
Sammie Estelle Cox Meeks, born 

Nov. 27, 1939, went to be with her 
beloved Lord and Savior Saturday, 
March 3, 2012, after a long and cou-
rageous battle with cancer.

Services will be held at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10, 2012, at Nalley-
Pickle and Welch Funeral Home 
with Brother Ken McMeans, pas-
tor of College Baptist Church, offi-
ciating. Burial will follow at Trinity 
Memorial Park in Big Spring.

Mrs. Meeks was born in Rochester, Texas, and 
grew up in Borger, Texas. She moved to Big Spring 
in 1956 and graduated from Big Spring High School 
in 1958. She had a passion for the Lord, her family, 
people and children.  She was a beloved wife, moth-
er and grandmother.

Estelle enjoyed working with numbers in any 
fashion. She worked at Cooks and Dunlap’s 
Department stores and retired from Cornell 
Corrections in 2008. Mrs. Meeks then began volun-
teering at Moss Elementary School, where she joy-
fully impacted the lives of many teachers and chil-
dren in the Big Spring community.

She also enjoyed cooking, ceramic work and took 
great pride and joy in her children and grandchil-
dren. Estelle was a founding member of the 
Christmas Club in Big Spring and loved her Pay 
Day Friday Group. Whether someone knew Estelle 
as “Mrs. Meeks” at school or “Granny” at home, 
she brought joy and love to those around her and 
was an awesome person to know.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Robert 
“Buddy” Meeks; her parents, Robert Herbert Andy 
and Ethlene (Hogg) Cox; and two sisters, Cathlene 
Williams and Johnie Thompkins.

Survivors include two daughters, Tamra Elizabeth 
Gray and husband Tim of Artesia, N.M., and Tracy 
Diane Watson and husband Michael of Big Spring; 
one son, Tony Allen Meeks of Big Spring; one sis-
ter, Carylon Miller of Abilene; 11 grandchildren, 
Jonathan Watson and wife Brandy, Jason Watson 
and wife Christi, Dylan Watson, Toni Bracy, Kandel 
Gray, Olivia Gray, Samantha Gray, Baylor Gray, 
Brecklie Gray, Dison Gray and Kassie Gray;   one 
great-grandchild, Reagan Waldrip; and one niece, 
Cathy Ann Bullock.

Serving as pallbearers will be Vern Bloodworth, 
David Gillette, Justin McKenzie, Tommy Meeks, 
Larry Redding and Eddie Word. Honorary pallbear-
ers will be Jonathan Watson, Jason Watson, Dylan 
Watson and Baylor Gray.

The family suggests memorials be made to the 
American Cancer Society, c/o Carolyn Brooks, P.O 
Box 2121, Big Spring, Texas 79721-2121.

Arrangements are made under the direction of 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: www.npwelch.
com

Paid obituary
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Prices Good thru Tuesday, March 13, 2012 Only at your H-E-B store.  ©2012 HEB, 12-2034

Alaska  
Sockeye Salmon 
Fillets
previously frozen

$897
LB.

Roasted Salmon
with Tomatoes & Shallots

Cook Time: 45 minutes 
Makes: 4 servings 

1. Heat the oven to 400°F. Spray a 9 x 13-inch baking dish with  
no-stick spray and set aside.

2. Combine tomatoes, shallots, garlic, oregano and olive oil  
in prepared baking dish. Season with salt and pepper,  
and roast on center oven rack 25 minutes. 

3. Remove from oven and arrange salmon skin-side down  
over tomatoes. Brush with olive oil and season with  
salt and pepper.  Roast on center oven rack 15 minutes  
or until salmon flakes easily with a fork.

4. Use a large spatula to serve each fillet and top each with  
roasted tomatoes. 

IngredIenTs:
1 container (12 oz.) H-e-B Champagne Tomatoes
1/3 cup thin sliced shallots
3 H-e-B ready Fresh go! garlic Cloves, chopped
1 Tablespoon fresh chopped oregano or 

1 1/2 tsp. dried oregano
1 1/2 Tablespoons H-e-B Olive Oil
•	 salt	&	fresh	cracked	pepper
1 lb. Alaska sockeye salmon Fillets

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE
Specializing Training In:

AREAS OF INTEREST: 
GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500227216

231604

Hog Heaven BBQ

H Caterings Available
H Deliveries
H Excellent Outside Dining
H Food Prepared Fresh Daily
H Party Barn Available

4009 W. Hwy. 80                                          432-264-0905

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK!

11am-9pm

New Ownership!

Howard County 
Feed & Supply

228459
Now Available!

701 E. 2nd St.
432-267-6411

Baby Chicks Are Here!
Give your chicks a strong start 

for a healthy life using
 Start & Grow!
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WARRANTS
Continued from Page 1

much rather work with 
them and get these war-
rants taken care of than 
lock them up.”

Green said he and his 
office are already turn-
ing an eye toward next 
year’s roundup and are 
hopeful to make the ef-
fort biannual, but that’s 
something that will have 
to come with time.

“We have to take our 
time and learn what 

works and what doesn’t. 
A big part of what makes 
the statewide roundup 
successful is advertis-
ing and word of mouth 
across the state,” Green 
said. “However, we are 
learning immensely 
with each state roundup 
and we hope to be able 
to hold one locally in be-
tween at some point. We 
just have to wait until 
the time is right.”

In the meantime, 
Green urges area resi-
dents not to wait until 
the next roundup to take 
care of warrants.

“It’s a lot easier to just 
come down here and 
take care of them than to 
get locked up. It’s faster 
and not nearly as embar-
rassing,” Green said.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
no driver’s license.

• ANDREW WAYNE ARMSTRONG, 39, was 
arrested Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana – two ounces or less and 
municipal capias warrants for weedy lot – first 
offense (two counts).

• CLAYTON DOW BIRMELIN, 25, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• ANDREW JOHN ROSENBERG, 40, was booked 
into the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• CHANCE ALLEN PERRYMAN, 27, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 900 block of 
Goliad. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of 
Highland Cove. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of 
Wood. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of E. 
11th Place. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of E. 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of W. 
16th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3000 block of W. 
Highway 80. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block of 
Andre. One person was transported to SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JOHN JAY FLORES, 40, of 1207 Frazier, was 
arrested Wednesday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• TIFFANY ELDER, 30, of 2600 Langley, was 
arrested Wednesday on warrants for failure to 
maintain financial responsibility, failure to obtain 
Texas driver’s license within 90 days and no driv-
er’s license – when unlicensed.

• PAMMY SUE PUGA, 46, of 1411 Settles, was 
arrested Wednesday on a charge of theft – shoplift-
ing.

• STEPHANIE CRYSTAL FRISBY, 26, of 625 
McEwen, was arrested Wednesday on a warrant 
from another agency.

• ANDREW JOHN ROSENBERG, 40, of 303 E. 
Eighth St., was arrested Thursday on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• JUAN ANTONIO SALAZAR, 18, of 1604 E. 11th 
Place, was arrested Thursday on a charge con-
sumption of alcohol by a minor.

• RANDY LYNN MCCUTCHAN, 41, of 220 Brooks, 
was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for driving 
while intoxicated – blood alcohol more than .15.

• ESPERANZA GARZA, 42, of 601 N.W. Fifth St., 
was arrested Wednesday on warrants for driving 
while license suspended/invalid – no insurance 
and bail jumping – failure to appear.

• CHRISTOPHER CLINT ENRIQUEZ, 29, of 4914 
Wasson, was arrested Wednesday on four warrants 
from other agencies.

• CLAYTON DOW BIRMELIN, 25, of Lubbock, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• CHANCE ALLEN PERRYMAN, 27, of 225 Brooks 
Rd., was arrested Wednesday on a charge of posses-
sion of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• ANDREW WAYNE ARMSTRONG, 39, of 608 
Aylesford, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 3000 block of W. 
Highway 80.

• THEFT was reported in the 200 block of W. FM 
700.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
800 block of Highland Drive.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 67 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ESPERANZA GARZA, 42, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on judgment/sentence for 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension and bail jumping – failure to 
appear.

• RANDY LYNN MCCUTCHAN, 41, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence 
(probated) for driving while intoxicated.

• CHRISTOPHER CLINT ENRIQUEZ, 29, was 
arrested Wednesday by the HCSO on municipal 
warrants for no driver’s license, failure to control 
speed and violation of promise to appear (two 
counts).

• JOHN JAY FLORES, 40, was booked into the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on an Ector 
County warrant for failure to appear – theft by 
check.

• TIFFANY ANN ELDER, 30, was booked into the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on municipal 
capias warrants for failure to maintain Texas driv-
er’s license, failure to maintain financial responsi-
bility and no driver’s license.

• PAMMY SUE PUGA, 46, was booked into the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
theft – more than $50 and less than $500.

• STEPHANIE FRISBY, 26, was booked into the 
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Life is full of choices. Some are merely matters of preference: What to eat 
for breakfast? What television show to watch? What basketball team to 
cheer for?

Some choices are more consequential: How fast should I drive? Should I 
follow my doctor’s advice? Should I replace the frayed electrical cord?

Some choices have eternal consequences: Will I be baptized into Christ? 
Will I choose to pray? Will I study the Bible? Will I praise God? Will I make 
choices that are holy and pure?

“Choose for yourselves whom you will serve...But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15).

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511
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Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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MassageTherapy by Bailey
Corner of Scurry & 16th

• Swedish Massage
• Deep Tissue Massage

Bring in or mention this ad for

        $10 OFF 60 or 80 min.
Massage

OFFER EXPIRES 4-16-12

325-232-4554
Bailey Whitesides, LMT

Lic# MT114478 231615

Grand Opening Special
In-Home Senior Care Services

Comfort Keepers provides compassionate in-home care 
that helps seniors live happy, fulfilling lives in the comfort 
of their own homes. Our services include personal care, 
companionship, meal preparation, medication reminders 
and incidental transportation.

432-264-1111
2703 College Avenue

Snyder, TX 79549

© 2010 CK Franchising, Inc.
An international network of independently owned and operated offices

www.ComfortKeepers.com

229312

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 3-31-12

231809

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 3/31/12
231814

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Bruce Thomas, 63, 
died Monday.  Services 
are pending at Myers 
& Smith Funeral 
Home.

TRASH
Continued from Page 1

intermediate school,” 
McIntosh said. 

The goal for this year, 
according to McIntosh, 
is $2,500. All funds will 
be provided to the school 
where the faculty and 
staff will determine the 
proper way to put the 
funds to use in a drug 
education program. 

“I just raise the money 
and give them the re-
sources to provide the 
education,” he said. “The 
faculty knows what pro-
grams work and I trust 
that they will put it to 

use where it needs to be 
in a program that works 
like they have been do-
ing.”

For those wanting 
to make an appoint-
ment in support of the 
Trash Drugs program, 
call KBST at 267-6391 or 
McIntosh directly at 817-
521-4060. When calling, 
leave your name and ad-
dress to be cleaned and 
a phone number so an 
appointment can be set 
up. 

Contact Staff Writer 
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringherald.
com

Mickie ‘Sue’ Haynes
Mickie “Sue” Haynes, 66, of Big 

Spring died Tuesday, March 6, 
2012, in a local hospital. Funeral 
services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 9, 2012, at  the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Joey Bacon 
officiating.

The family will receive friends 
following the service.

Sue was born May 9, 1945, in Big 
Spring and married Larry “Catfish” 

Haynes on Sept. 3, 2003, in Big Spring. He preceded 
her in death Nov. 7, 2006.

She was a lifelong resident of Big Spring and 
worked at Lou’s Cafe, retiring after 32 years.

Survivors include two daughters, Tonya Krause 
and husband Donnie Moore of Big Spring and 
Connie Hogg and husband Randall of Odessa; five 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; one broth-
er, Jack Minchew of San Angelo; and numerous 
nieces, nephews and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, D.C. 
and Bertha Ann Minchew; two brothers, Eldridge 
Minchew and Bill Minchew; and two sisters, Joy 
Reasonover and Vera Louise Lang. 

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Bruce Thomas
Bruce Thomas, 63, of Big Spring died Monday, 

March 5, 2012, at Midland Memorial Hospital. 
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.
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Take Note
• Benefit for the oldest 

Harley shop in Texas, 
Walker family, to be 
held March 17 at Xiled 
Clubhouse. There will 
be food, fun and games 
with special auction. 
Gates open at noon and 
charge is $10 at the door. 
Call 432-270-1212. 

• An account has been 
established at American 
State Bank to help de-

fray medical expense for 
Brad “Ghost” Ugstad, a 
local resident who was 
severely injured in a 
motorcycle accident. 

• Mobile Meals is in 
need of volunteer deliv-
ery drivers. If you can 
donate one hour per 
week to help deliver 
meals to the elderly, call 
Macaria Cantu at 263-
4016.



O
h the lessons I have 
learned from my five 
year old, I mean six 
year old, as of Monday.  

Each year, without fail, my 
charming son finds a way to teach 
me a lesson that smacks me up-
side the head and makes me real-
ize just how blind I have been. 

Mind you, every day he seems to 
say or do something that amazes 
me and shows me just how much 
I have yet to learn (sometimes re-
learn).

But it seems to be without fail, 
since the day he was born there 
is one major lesson each year 
that he teaches me 
which forces me to 
open my eyes. 

Each time it hap-
pens I am left won-
dering how a small 
child can teach me 
some of the biggest 
lessons I will prob-
ably ever learn in 
my life.

This year, only a 
few days before his 
birthday, he taught 
me about having 
courage, being strong and brave. 

In an unexpected turn of events, 
which just goes to show life 
changes in an instant, a weekend 
full of preparation for an upcom-
ing birthday party turned into a 
weekend in the hospital. 

As a mother I know I am sup-
posed to be strong, composed and 
not freak out, but when it comes 
to my baby (Yes, even though he 
is 6 years old now and he says he 
is not a baby, he will always be 
my baby) and any form of danger 
or unexplained circumstances I 
get worried. No, let me rephrase 
that, I get terrified. 

I am one that needs answers. I 
need to have some sort of control 
and being told that my son needs 

to be admitted to the hospital 
and tests have to be done before 
more can be known, well ... that 
rips any and all control away and 
leaves me with no answers. Not a 
good situation. 

In front of my son, I was as 
strong and as tough as I could 
be, but inside and any chance I 
had to slip out of his sight I was 
breaking down. 

Anyone who knows me knows 
hospitals are not my thing and 
needles, IVs and blood just don’t 
sit well with me. However, my 
son showed me no matter how 
unpleasant the situation may 
be there is always a way to find 
courage to make it through and 
the bravery to face the pain. 

Despite not feeling well and al-
most all strength drained from 
him at this point, my son knew 
that being in the hospital was go-
ing to lead to him getting better.
Any one who has ever had an IV 
put in knows the pain that can 
accompany the insertion. Well, 
my son showed just how brave he 
was as they placed the IV and he 
didn’t shed a tear. (Mom, on the 
other hand, didn’t make it out so 
well.) 

Once all the poking and prod-
ding was over with, we settled 
in for our weekend stay. It was 
a rollercoaster of a ride for sure, 
with still no answers provided in 
the end. 

Throughout the stay he was 
limited to where he could go and 
for him, laying in bed isn’t the 
prime situation. Then again, 
my son proved to me just how 
“grown up” he is and made the 
best of the situation. He focused 
on the positive  — which is some-
thing I should do more often  — 
and made the best of being in the 
hospital. 

He found joy in the little things. 
When the IV would beep he was 

quick to jump and push the but-
ton to let the nurses know ‘It’s 
beeping again.’ I would love to 
have seen the nurses faces each 
time he came across the speaker.

He also found joy in the fact 
that he had visitors in the hos-
pital and people were thinking 
about him. Even though once he 
got out he wondered why every-
one was asking if he was okay. 

Of course, even though the nurs-
es didn’t let him sleep through 
the night, he loved the fact that 
he had so many people coming in 
and asking if he needed anything, 
bringing him food and checking 
on him constantly. 

 In the end, he ended up being 
okay (which I am so thankful for) 
no real answer was ever discov-
ered, but that really isn’t what 
matters. 

What matters is that in one 
weekend of being in the hospital 
my son taught me to be thankful 
and enjoy the little things even in 
the worse situations. To always 
see the silver lining may not be 
the easiest task, but there is no 
reason to see anything other than 
the bright side. 

Another valuable lesson I 
learned is that true friends will 
be there when it really matters 
and help you every step of the 
way. I always find it amazing just 
how many friends I am blessed 
with. There is no way I can ex-
tend the gratitude required for 
all the help, support and prayers 
received over the whole ordeal, 
but to each and every one — each 
act meant the world to me and I 
know it was through the help we 
were able to make it through. 

Contact Staff Writer Amanda 
Moreno by email at life@big-
springherald.com or by calling 
the office at 432-263-7331 ext. 234. 
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Iraq decided to take it personally

letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to newsdesk@bigspringherald.com
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With You, Lord, there are endless
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     Amen
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Another lesson from my son

Iraq is a gift that keeps on 
giving.

We kicked out their mur-
derous dictator for them, 

helped them institute democra-
cy, poured hundreds of millions 
of dollarsinto their recovery, and 
tried our best to interrupt their 
civil war. Then we left — or at 
least our combat troops did.

You would think they’d be 
grateful, wouldn’t you? I’m not 
talking about an 
end-of-World-
War-II scene with 
young women 
throwing flowers 
at our soldiers as 
they departed. Not 
necessarily.

But maybe a 
thank you would 
be appropriate. 
A salute or two 
wouldn’t hurt.

What do we get 
instead? Snarls. In-
sults. Cries of “Don’t let the door 
hit you on the way out” (which 
is terrifying in Arabic).

Now word comes that we’re 
being forced to cut our planned 
diplomatic presence in post-war 
Iraq by some 50 percent and 
counting. It turns out that the 
Iraqis don’t want us there.

After all we did for them. Why, 
just the bombing of their cities 
alone would have cost them bil-
lions if they’d had to do it them-
selves.

Admittedly, it’s a very large 
presence that we envisioned. 
There are some 16,000 at our 
embassy compound there now, 
2,000 of them diplomats. To 
house them, the United States 

built a grandiose $750-million 
palace on a 104-acre campus in 
the Green Zone.

That didn’t go down too well 
with the Iraqis. As one Iraqi 
lawmaker told The New York 
Times:

“The U.S. had something on 
their mind when they made it 
so big. Perhaps they want to run 
the Middle East from Iraq, and 
their embassy will be a base for 
them here.”

In any case the Iraqi govern-
ment isn’t making it easy for 
us. They’ve been delaying our 
supply convoys at the border, 
making it difficult to get food to 
our employees. Why, the Times 
says that supplies at the dining 
hall ran so low the other day that 
they had to ration the chicken 
wings.

Then there are those anony-
mous gunmen who keep shoot-
ing at Americans randomly.

Our security personnel — of-
ten bearded, tattooed contrac-
tors — resemble the bad guys in 
a Brad Pitt movie and act that 
way. In 2007, remember, 17 Iraqi 
civilians were gunned down by 
private contractors, an incident 
Iraqis seemed to take person-
ally (even though we apologized 
nicely).

It reminds me a little of the 
early days of Iran’s regime. I was 
in Washington when Iranian 
students stormed our embassy 
in Tehran and took the staff 
hostage.

It was an intolerable insult and 
all patriotic Americans were 
pretty incensed about it. But 
were the Iranian students study-
ing in this country contrite? Not 

on your life.
When we let the deposed Shah 

of Iran into United States to 
receive treatment for the disease 
that would soon kill him, Irani-
an exchange students took to the 
streets and marched to the White 
House, shouting (as nearly as 
any of us on the sidewalk could 
make out) “The Shah is a peanut 
butter.”

I leaned over to a colleague and 
said: “Are they saying the Shah 
is a peanut butter?”

“That’s what I heard,” he 
replied.

We were outraged. These peo-
ple were in the country at our 
sufferance (and perhaps even 
with our aid) and they had the 
nerve to march on our streets.

I found myself waving a fist at 
them (one finger at a time) and 
yelling obscenities. So much for 
journalistic objectivity.

But the passage of years has 
convinced me that those stu-
dents had justice on their side. 
The Shah actually was a peanut 
butter, as were Saddam Hussein, 
Muammar Gaddafi, Hosni Muba-
rak, and all the other brigands 
we supported at the expense of 
their people.

The Times says that we’re not 
merely cutting the Iraq embassy 
staff. We’re abandoning our 
$500-million program to train 
Iraqi police (for the semi-hilari-
ous reason that it’s too risky for 
our police advisers to leave the 
embassy compound).

Mission accomplished all 
right.

OtherWords columnist Donald 
Kaul lives in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. otherwords.org

donald

Kaul

amanda

moreno

Spring has sprung 
the kids out of school

Shades of green are slowly starting to 
appear. Easter is creeping closer and 
the weather is finally changing. All the 
signs are pointing to ... Spring is com-

ing!
The first day of spring doesn’t officially hit 

until March 20, but that isn’t going to stop the 
kids of the Crossroads from taking advantage 
of their spring break. 

Starting Monday Forsan, Coahoma and Big 
Spring students will get to take a break from 
classes. 

The school buildings will be empty and 
weather permitting, the playgrounds will be 
full and children will be running around out-
side emitting all that cooped up energy. 

The kids will be enjoying the time off, but the 
community needs to remember there will be 
an influx of children during the day time and 
it’s important to keep the kid’s safety in mind. 

Keep a watchful eye when driving down resi-
dential streets. Kids will be outside and play-
ing and in a heartbeat could end up running in 
the streets after a ball. As always, be watchful 
and aware of all surroundings.

For the children, even though the week is a 
break from school, don’t forget to keep safety 
tips at the forefront of your mind. It’s impor-
tant to remember to let parents know where 
you are at all times and be watchful for dan-
gers that may appear. 

School will resume for the Crossroads area 
March 19. At the same time, little league will 
be starting up practices. 

The events of the spring are upon us and the 
year is moving right along. 

The best thing to do is enjoy the weather 
before it changes again and be ever watchful of 
the children in the community.

For those taking vacations, enjoy the time 
away, make memories and hopefully return 
refreshed after the week is over. 

Here is to an enjoyable spring break for all.
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News in brief
2 children found living 
in abandoned bus

SPLENDORA, Texas (AP) — Two children who 
were found living in a stench-filled abandoned 
school bus near Houston, its windows blocked and 
the lot around it covered in trash, are in the cus-
tody of Texas child welfare workers, officials said 
Thursday.

A postal worker discovered the children, ages 11 
and 5, at the bus in Splendora about 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, officials said. Their parents are believed to be 
in prison for embezzling money from Hurricane 
Ike victims in 2008. The children are not enrolled 
at local schools.

The bus appeared to have electricity, an air con-
ditioning unit installed in one window and bunk 
beds inside for the children. But several neighbors 
told the Houston Chronicle that the children typi-
cally looked unkempt and could often be spotted 
running around at night.

“They always had dirty clothes on (and) no shoes, 
even in the winter,” said nearby resident Gayla 
Payne, who said the 11-year-old girl told her daugh-
ter that she bathes twice a week.

Investigators told KTRK-TV that the children 
have been living in the bus since the beginning of 
the year.

The children told Texas Child Protective Servic-
es workers that they were home-schooled. A wom-
an on the property — believed to be the children’s 
great-aunt — told CPS she worked 12-hour shifts 
Monday through Friday but that she stayed with 
the children at night.

“The aunt said that she does provide meals for 
them during the day,” Montgomery County Con-
stable Rowdy Hayden told KTRK-TV. “Looking 
around the (the bus), we didn’t see a lot of food 
readily available. One of the neighbors had told us 
earlier that from time to time she will bring food 
over for the children.”

The children are in foster care pending an inves-
tigation by Child Protective Services, spokeswom-
an Gwen Carter said. CPS workers will appear in 
court Thursday to ask a judge for emergency cus-
tody of the children, she said.

Splendora is 35 miles northeast of Houston.

Jury to decide if Stanford 
accounts can be seized

HOUSTON (AP) — A jury is to begin deciding 
if federal authorities can seize $330 million from 
nearly 30 accounts controlled by convicted Texas 
tycoon R. Allen Stanford and others.

Prosecutors allege the funds are proceeds from a 
massive Ponzi scheme and can be traced back to in-
vestors who lost billions.

The deliberations in Houston federal court are 
set to begin Thursday.

They are part of a brief criminal forfeiture pro-
ceeding that ended Wednesday. It followed Stan-
ford’s conviction Tuesday by the same jury on 13 of 
14 fraud-related counts for orchestrating a scheme 
that took more than $7 billion over 20 years from 
investors.

A sentencing date for Stanford is not expected to 
be set until after the jury decides on the forfeiture 
proceeding.

Patient says nurse’s 
medication caused pain

LUFKIN, Texas (AP) — The former patient of an 
East Texas dialysis clinic employee on trial for 
murder says she remembers once feeling “like ev-
ery bone in my body was being crushed.”

The Lufkin Daily News reports that Debra Oates 
testified Wednesday at the trial of Kimberly Saenz. 
Oates says she remembers a day in April 2008 when 
Saenz gave her medication with painful side effects 
she had never experienced before.

Oates says she had a funny taste in her mouth 
and asked Saenz, “What did you give me?” A nurse 
supervisor on duty that day repeated what Oates 
said.

Tests later showed Oates’s blood had signs of 
bleach poisoning.

Authorities say Saenz killed five patients by in-
jecting bleach into their dialysis lines.

The 38-year-old could get the death penalty if con-
victed.

Driller agrees to halt 
gas flaring in W.Va. county

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — A Texas company 
has agreed to stop gas flaring at three wells in West 
Virginia by May 31 and pay a $50,000 civil penalty 
to resolve violations.

Dallas-based Bluescape Resources also agreed in 
a recent consent order to monitor the exploration 
wells in Nicholas County for visible emissions and 
to convert the flare to a horizontal configuration.

State laws limit natural gas flaring to 30 days per 
year. 

The Charleston Gazette reports (http://bit.ly/
wkL873 ) that Bluescape Reources has been flaring 
gas from the wells for six months without a per-
mit.

The Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Division of Air Quality issued a notice of violation 
in October in response to citizen complaints. Blu-
escape said it had been told that permits weren’t 
needed.

The company applied for a temporary permit in 
November.

Egyptian women take 
part in town hall discussion

DALLAS (AP) — Egyptian women participating 
in a fellowship program launched by the George W. 
Bush Institute will participate in a town-hall-style 
discussion to mark International Women’s Day.

Former first lady Laura Bush will give a keynote 
address before the discussion Thursday. The fel-
lowship is the signature program of the institute’s 
women’s initiative, which she chairs.

Fourteen women from Egypt are participating in 
the inaugural program.

Charity Wallace, who heads the women’s initia-
tive at the institute, says they plan to host at least 
one fellowship program a year focusing on coun-
tries affected by the “Arab Spring” of revolution-
ary protests.

The Bush Institute is part of the George W. Bush 
President Center being built on the Southern Meth-
odist University campus, where the discussion will 

be held.

Texas man executed for 
killing wife, her boyfriend

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) — A Texas man con-
demned for fatally shooting his estranged wife and 
the neighbor who became her boyfriend denied 
killing them Wednesday, moments before he was 
put to death by lethal injection.

Strapped to the gurney inside the death chamber, 
Keith Thurmond declared, “I didn’t kill my wife. ... 
I swear to God I didn’t kill her.”

His execution for the 2001 slayings near Houston 
came about an hour after the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejected arguments to halt the capital punish-
ment, the third this year in Texas. The 52-year-old 
Thurmond was pronounced dead at 6:22 p.m. — 11 
minutes after lethal drugs began flowing into his 
arms.

Thurmond’s attorneys argued that lawyers rep-
resenting him in earlier appeals were “grossly de-
ficient” and that his execution should have been 
postponed until justices decide on a similar case in 
Arizona.

With his death nearing Wednesday, Thurmond 
blamed the shooting deaths on another man be-
fore telling prison officials, “Go ahead and finish 
it off.”

As the drugs began flowing, he said, “You can 
taste it.” He wheezed and snored before losing con-
sciousness.

The killings occurred after sheriff’s deputies 
showed up at Thurmond’s mobile home on Sept. 
25, 2001, with a court order removing his 8-year-old 
son and putting the boy in the care of his mother.

Thurmond became irate and stormed down the 
road to the mobile home where his 32-year-old 
wife, Sharon, was living with her new boyfriend, 
Guy Fernandes, 35, near Magnolia in Montgomery 
County, about 35 miles north of Houston.

Fernandes’ father, brother and sister were among 
those who witnessed Thurmond’s execution. They 
were joined by Sharon Thurmond’s brother and 
two nieces. All stood stoically a few feet from Thur-
mond and declined comment after his death.

Thurmond’s brother, Tom, was at Thurmond’s 
home the day of the killings, heard gunshots and 
looked out the door. He saw Thurmond outside 
standing over his wife with a gun in his hand.

At the 2002 capital murder trial, Keith and Sha-
ron Thurmond’s son testified that he saw his father 
shoot his mother repeatedly in the yard behind Fer-
nandes’ mobile home.

Thurmond surrendered to police after a two-hour 
standoff.

Evidence showed Sharon Thurmond had been 
shot seven times with a .45-caliber semiautomatic 
handgun that was later found in Thurmond’s home. 
The same gun was used to shoot Fernandez twice 
in the head. The gun’s firing pin was missing and 
pieces of it were near the body of Fernandez, who 
also had been beaten in the head with the weapon.

During the punishment phase of his trial, a for-
mer girlfriend testified that Thurmond stalked and 
raped her after she ended their relationship. She 
told jurors that he cut her stuffed animal’s head off 
and that she feared he would do the same to her.

To
subscribe,

call
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Texas vulture study upends forensics
MICHAEL GRACZYK
Associated Press

SAN MARCOS, Texas 
— For more than five 
weeks, a woman’s body 
lay undisturbed in a 
secluded Texas field. 
Then a frenzied flock of 
vultures descended on 
the corpse and reduced 
it to a skeleton within 
hours.

But this was not a 
crime scene lost to na-
ture. It was an important 
scientific experiment 
into the way human 
bodies decompose, and 
the findings are upend-
ing assumptions about 
decay that have been 
the basis of homicide 
cases for decades.

Experienced investi-
gators would normally 
have interpreted the 
absence of flesh and the 
condition of the bones 

as evidence that the 
woman had been dead 
for six months, possi-
bly even a year or more. 
Now a study of vultures 
at Texas State Univer-
sity is calling into ques-
tion many of the bench-
marks detectives have 
long relied on.

The time of death is 
critical in any murder 
case. 

It’s a key piece of evi-
dence that influences 
the entire investiga-
tion, often shaping who 
becomes a suspect and 
ultimately who is con-
victed or exonerated.

“If you say someone 
did it and you say it was 
at least a year, could it 
have been two weeks 
instead?” said Michelle 
Hamilton, an assistant 
professor at the school’s 
forensic anthropology 

research facility. “It 
has larger implications 
than what we thought 
initially.”

The vulture study, 
conducted on 26 acres 
near the south-central 
Texas campus, stemmed 
from previous stud-
ies that used dead pigs, 
which decompose much 
like humans. Scientists 
set up a motion-sensing 
camera that captured 
the vultures jumping up 
and down on the wom-
an’s body, breaking 
some of her ribs, which 
investigators could also 
misinterpret as trauma 
suffered during a beat-
ing.

Researchers are mon-
itoring a half-dozen 
other corpses in vari-
ous stages of decompo-
sition, and they have a 
list of about 100 people 

prepared to donate their 
bodies to the project, 
which the school says 
is the first of its kind to 
study vultures.

“Now that we have 
this facility and a group 
of people willing to do-
nate themselves to sci-
ence like this, we can 
actually kind of do what 
needs to be done, be-
cause pigs and humans 
aren’t equal,” Hamilton 
said.

The forensic center 
opened in 2008, as did a 
similar facility at Sam 
Houston State Univer-
sity in Huntsville, mak-
ing Texas home to two of 
the nation’s five “body 

farms.”
At the farms, forensic 

pathologists observe the 
decomposition process 
in natural surround-
ings to see how corpses 
react to sun and shade, 
whether they decay dif-
ferently on the surface 
or below ground and 
what sort of creatures 
— from large to micro-
scopic — are involved.

Only in recent years 
has academic literature 
tried to establish formu-
las for death time based 
on stages of decomposi-
tion and environmental 
factors such as temper-
ature conditions where 
the body was found.



WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The largest solar 
storm in five years was 
due to arrive on Earth 
early Thursday, promis-
ing to shake the globe’s 
magnetic field while ex-
panding the Northern 
Lights.

The storm started with 
a massive solar flare 
earlier in the week and 
grew as it raced outward 
from the sun, expanding 
like a giant soap bubble, 
scientists said. When 
it strikes, the particles 
will be moving at 4 mil-
lion mph.

“It’s hitting us right 

in the nose,” said Joe 
Kunches, a scientist for 
the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration in Boul-
der, Colo.

The massive cloud of 
charged particles could 
disrupt utility grids, 
airline flights, satel-
lite networks and GPS 
services, especially in 
northern areas. But the 
same blast could also 
paint colorful auroras 
farther from the poles 
than normal.

Astronomers say the 
sun has been relatively 
quiet for some time. 

And this storm, while 
strong, may seem fiercer 
because Earth has been 
lulled by several years 
of weak solar activity.

The storm is part of 
the sun’s normal 11-
year cycle, which is 
supposed to reach peak 
storminess next year. 

Solar storms don’t 
harm people, but they 
do disrupt technology. 
And during the last 
peak around 2002, ex-
perts learned that GPS 
was vulnerable to solar 
outbursts.

Because new technol-
ogy has flourished since 
then, scientists could 
discover that some new 
systems are also at risk, 
said Jeffrey Hughes, di-
rector of the Center for 
Integrated Space Weath-
er Modeling at Boston 
University.

A decade ago, this type 

of solar storm happened 
a couple of times a year, 
Hughes said.

“This is a good-size 
event, but not the ex-
treme type,” said Bill 
Murtagh, program co-
ordinator for the federal 
government’s Space 
Weather Prediction 
Center.

The sun erupted Tues-
day evening, and the 
most noticeable effects 
should arrive here be-
tween 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. 
EST Thursday, accord-
ing to forecasters at the 
space weather center. 
The effects could linger 
through Friday morn-
ing.

Center forecaster Rob 
Steenburgh said shortly 
before 5 a.m. EST Thurs-
day that there still had 
been no noticeable ef-
fects on Earth or on a 
satellite geared to moni-

tor the storm’s impact.
“We haven’t seen the 

shock arrive at the sat-
ellite yet,” Steenburgh 
said. “We’re keeping an 
eye on it.”

The region of the sun 
that erupted can still 
send more blasts our 
way, Kunches said. He 
said another set of ac-
tive sunspots is ready to 
aim at Earth right after 
this.

“This is a big sun spot 
group, particularly nas-
ty,” NASA solar physi-
cist David Hathaway 
said. “Things are really 
twisted up and mixed 
up. It keeps flaring.”

Storms like this start 
with sun spots, Hatha-
way said.

Then comes an initial 
solar flare of subatomic 
particles that resemble 
a filament coming out 
of the sun. That part 
already hit Earth only 
minutes after the initial 
burst, bringing radio 
and radiation distur-
bances.

After that comes the 
coronal mass ejection, 
which looks like a grow-
ing bubble and takes 
a couple days to reach 
Earth. It’s that ejection 
that could cause mag-
netic disruptions Thurs-
day.

“It could give us a bit 
of a jolt,” NASA solar 
physicist Alex Young 
said.

The storm follows an 
earlier, weaker solar 
eruption that happened 

Sunday, Kunches said.
For North America, 

the good part of a solar 
storm — the one that 
creates more notice-
able auroras or North-
ern Lights — will peak 
Thursday evening. 
Auroras could dip as 
far south as the Great 
Lakes states or lower, 
Kunches said, but a full 
moon will make them 
harder to see.

Auroras are “probably 
the treat we get when 
the sun erupts,” Kunch-
es said.

Still, the potential for 
problems is widespread. 
Solar storms have three 
ways they can disrupt 
technology on Earth: 
with magnetic, radio 
and radiation emis-
sions. This is an unusual 
situation, when all three 
types of solar storm dis-
ruptions are likely to be 
strong, Kunches said. 
That makes it the stron-
gest overall since De-
cember 2006.

That means “a whole 
host of things” could fol-
low, he said.

North American utili-
ties are monitoring for 
abnormalities on their 
grids and have contin-
gency plans, said Kim-
berly Mielcarek, spokes-
woman for the North 
American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation.

In 1989, a strong solar 
storm knocked out the 
power grid in Quebec, 
causing 6 million people 
to lose power.
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By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 5 of 5 - Very Hard

7 9

2 6

9 1 8 5 2

3 6 8

6 1 5

8 3 5

6 2 4 3 5

9 2

4 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Hunt for missing U.S. troops to continue
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Wounded in both legs and 
wearing a U.S. Army field coat 
peppered with bullet holes, 
1st Lt. Robert Schmitt led a 
desperate U.S. hilltop assault 
against advancing Chinese 
forces in one of the bloodiest 
battles of the Korean War. He 
never returned.

The hunt for thousands of 
fallen American troops like 
Schmitt, missing from a con-
flict fought six decades ago, is 
about to resume in North Ko-
rea as tensions ease between 
the wartime enemies.

A decade of search opera-
tions that led to the recovery 
and identification of 92 troops 
was suspended seven years 
ago, with the U.S. citing wor-
ries about the security of its 
personnel. That ended the 
only cooperation between the 
militaries of the two nations, 
which formally remain at 
war because the 1950-53 con-
flict ended with a cease-fire 
and armistice, not a formal 
peace treaty.

While Washington says the 
renewed search for remains 
is a purely humanitarian en-
deavor, the October resump-
tion agreement, through 
which North Korea receives 
millions of dollars in compen-
sation, comes amid intense 
efforts to coax the impover-
ished country into nuclear 
concessions. That culminat-
ed last week in a commitment 
by the North to freeze nuclear 
activities and allow interna-
tional nuclear inspections in 
exchange for food aid.

A U.S. ship already has 
transported equipment for 
the searches to North Korea, 
and a U.S. advance team is 
due to arrive this month. 

Searches are expected to be-
gin in April.

It could be months or years 
before the renewed searches 
yield more identifications 
among the 5,300 service mem-
bers still classified as miss-
ing in action in North Korea, 
but they offer hope for family 
members. Time is catching 
up not just on the war’s vet-
erans, now in their 80s and 
90s, but those who lost loved 
ones.

“We lost one generation 
pretty much: the parents,” 
said Richard Downes, who 
leads a volunteer group rep-
resenting families of Korean 
War MIAs. “We’re losing 
more and more of the wives, 
the brothers and sisters. Are 
we going to let the children, 
nieces and nephews die too, 
without closure?”

The resumed hunt, with 
two teams of 30 U.S. mem-
bers each, will focus on two 
areas where more than 2,000 
soldiers and Marines are re-
corded as missing: in Unsan 
County, north of the capital, 
Pyongyang, and farther north 
near the Chosin Reservoir, 
the area where Schmitt died.

Maj. Carie Parker, spokes-
woman for the Pentagon’s De-
fense Prisoner of War/Miss-
ing Personnel Office, said 
North Korea would receive 
about $5.7 million for the 
first four recovery operations 
through September. That is 
compensation for provision 
of services including labor, 
fuel, food, transportation, wa-
ter and security.

“We were very excited when 
we heard they had agreed to 
go back,” said Joan Morris, a 
niece of Schmitt from Jame-
stown, N.D. She said family 

members have provided DNA 
samples and are now more 
hopeful his remains can be 
found and repatriated.

“It was my grandmother’s 
greatest wish,” she said. “She 
always believed Bobby would 
be coming back to North Da-
kota.”

Accounting for all the miss-
ing Americans from the war 
has been a slow and frustrat-
ing process, complicated by 
that brutal conflict’s most 
lasting legacy: the continued 
separation by a heavily mili-
tarized frontier of the Korean 
Peninsula. Recent military 
drills on both sides of the 
truce line and a threat from 
the North to wage a “sacred 
war” against the South have 
been a reminder of the poten-
tial for armed conflict.

The three-year war killed 
at least 4 million people from 
June 1950 to July 1953, includ-
ing civilians and troops from 
the two Koreas, China and 
the United States and its al-
lies in the name of the United 
Nations. More than 36,000 
U.S. troops died, including 
more than 8,000 who were 
listed as missing in action on 
both sides of the Korean Pen-
insula.

Of the missing, the remains 
of just 192 have been recov-
ered and identified. Some 
63 of those were from boxes 
of remains handed over by 
Pyongyang between 1991 and 
1994, which are still being ex-
amined.

Laboratory work also is 
continuing to identify many 
of the remains retrieved be-
tween 1996 and 2005, when 
the U.S. military conducted 
33 searches in North Korea. 
Those searches were sus-

pended for what the Pentagon 
described as security con-
cerns, during a tense period 
in ill-starred negotiations on 
the North’s nuclear program.

To the frustration of veter-
ans and relatives of the miss-
ing, the U.S. in 2010 rejected a 
North Korean offer to recover 
remains it had unearthed 
during agricultural work at 
several locations, linking it 
to progress on the nuclear ne-
gotiations.

Downes, whose airman 
father Lt. Hal Downes has 
been missing-in-action since 
his plane went down over 
North Korea in 1952, also 
complained the U.S. military 
has been slow to share infor-
mation with relatives. But he 
says the process has picked 
up pace as the government 
looks to meet a target set by 
Congress: to be able, by 2015, 
to identify 200 MIAs from all 
conflicts each year.

The 1950 battle at the Chosin 
Reservoir in which Schmitt 
fought was one of the bitter-
est of the Korean War, after 
a huge Chinese force crossed 
the northern Korea border 
to repel an advance that U.S. 
commanders expected would 
win the war. Outnumbered 
U.S. Marines and Army sol-
diers were forced to beat a 
retreat in frigid conditions, 
but they inflicted heavy casu-
alties on the communist-led 
side as they withdrew.

Schmitt’s 31st Regimental 
Combat Team, 7th Infantry 
Division, was deployed on 
the eastern shore of the reser-
voir to replace a Marine regi-
ment just before the Chinese 
attacked.

A letter to Schmitt’s mother 
by friend and comrade Lt. 

Henry Trawick recounted 
that on Nov. 28 at 3:30 a.m. 
they awoke to hearing shoot-
ing, whistles and the bugle 
calling. They were surround-
ed by thousands of Chinese 
forces, and completely cut 
off.

That night, Schmitt’s com-
pany retreated. “He was shot 
thru both legs, but he would 
never lie down for long,” Tra-
wick wrote, recounting how 
he and Schmitt compared the 
dozens of bullet and shrapnel 
holes they now had in their 
field coats.

The friends fought-by-side 
for two more days and nights 
without sleep until, with 
their food and ammunition 
depleted, it was decided the 
regiment would make a break 
for it.

With trucks carrying the 
wounded, they tried to link 
up with Marines 12 miles to 
the south, but were blocked 
by Chinese forces. According 
to Schmitt’s citation for the 
Distinguished Service Cross, 
the U.S. Army’s second-high-
est honor, he gave his carbine 
to an unarmed man and, us-
ing a stick for a crutch, led an 
assault on a hilltop to try to 
clear the way.

Ultimately, the regiment 
had to abandon the trucks 
carrying the wounded and 
flee on foot. Of its 2,500 troops 
who had deployed at the reser-
voir, only 1,000 returned, and 
just 385 were able-bodied.

“He (Schmitt) stayed with 
the fighting group though he 
could barely walk. He is a 
very brave man,” wrote Tra-
wick. “I did not see Bob again 
after he went up the hill, so 
I can’t say what happened to 
him.”

Biggest solar storm in years headed to Earth
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Sports
Calendar

TODAY

Men’s basketball
Howard College vs. Weatherford College, Region V 
junior college tournament, 2 p.m., Rip Griffin Cen-
ter, Lubbock Christian University.

Baseball
Big Spring High School Varsity Tournament (Steers 
vs. Monahans, 7 p.m.), Steer Park.

FRIDAY

Baseball
Big Spring High School Varsity Tournament (Steers 
vs. Levelland, 7 p.m.), Steer Park.

Softball
Frank Phillips College at Howard College (DH), 1 
p.m.
Big Spring at Snyder tournament, times TBA.
Coahoma at Crane, 6:30 p.m.
Forsan at Lamesa, 6:30 p.m.

Tennis
Forsan at Class 2A state team tournament, 8:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m., Austin.

To submit a calendar item, please call 263-7331, ext. 235, or e-mail 
reporter@bigspringherald.com

Sign of the times

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

The Howard College men’s basketball team shows off a sign wishing them luck at the Region V basketball tournament, which begins today at Lubbock 
Christian University. The sign was made by Big Spring Junior High School art students.

Manning starts sorting
out life as a free agent
By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — Peyton 
Manning is getting an early 
glimpse into life as a free 
agent.

Hours after a tearful, trying 
farewell news conference in 
Indianapolis, Manning flew 
back to his home in Miami and 
was immediately peppered 
with questions about his next 
landing spot. He’d better get 
used to it. The scene is likely 
to play out at every destina-
tion he visits until he decides 
where to play next season.

“I haven’t thought about 
teams and I don’t know who is 
interested, I really don’t. This 
is all new to me,” Manning 
said. “I think my agent has 
been getting calls at 4 o’clock 
today since this started. I 
haven’t talked to him because 
I literally just got off the plane 
and am ready to start back on 
my training again because 
that’s what I need to do.”

If Manning is healthy, he’ll 
be the hottest commodity to 
hit the open market in de-
cades: a Super Bowl-winning 

quarterback with Hall of Fame 
credentials.

After the Colts decided not 
to pick up Manning’s $28 mil-
lion bonus, team owner Jim 
Irsay ended months of specu-
lation by releasing the 14-year 
veteran and longtime face of 
the franchise. Indianapolis 
is likely to find Manning’s 
replacement in April’s draft, 
presumably Stanford’s An-
drew Luck; the Colts have the 
first overall pick.

For Manning, Irsay and Colts 
fans, it was heart-wrenching 
saying goodbye.

Irsay and Manning ex-
changed hugs, laughs and 
even took turns fighting back 
tears during a news confer-
ence at the Colts’ team com-
plex. The room is normally 
used for celebrations such 
as hiring coaches or general 
managers or retirements, and 
it’s decorated with banners 
of the Colts’ greatest players. 
Manning’s banner is flanked 
by two Hall of Famers, Eric 
Dickerson and John Mackey.

But this was a sad occasion, 
filled with emotion.

“I do love it here, I love the 
fans and I will always enjoy 
having played for such a great 
team. I will leave the Colts with 
nothing but good thoughts and 
gratitude to Jim, the organiza-
tion, my teammates, the media 
and especially the fans,” Man-
ning said, his voice cracking. 
“As I go, I go with just a few 
words left to say. A few words 
I want to address to Colts fans 
everywhere. Thank you very 
much from the bottom of my 
heart. I truly have enjoyed be-
ing your quarterback.”

At age 35, the man who won 
one Super Bowl, a record four 
MVP awards and who helped 
the Colts land a new stadium 
and the city’s first Super Bowl 
is starting over.

Gone will be his longtime 
friends and teammates and 
the system he perfected. Man-
ning knew the Colts’ offense 
so well, he could literally 
point out a flaw in the defense, 
flap his arms, bark new play 
calls and signal the changes to 
teammates — usually before 

See MANNING, Page 12

In brief
Steers host
baseball tourney

Steer Park will be the site of the an-
nual Big Spring High School Varsity 
Baseball Tournament, which began 
today. 

Following is the schedule of games 
(all games at Steer Park, unless other-
wise noted):

• Today — Lamesa vs. San Angelo 
Lake View, 9 a.m.; Jim Ned vs. Brown-
field, 10 a.m. (Howard College); Fort 
Stockton vs. Levelland, 11:30 a.m.; 
Brownfield vs. Lake View, 2 p.m.; 
Jim Ned vs. Levelland, 4:30 p.m.; Big 
Spring vs. Monahans, 7 p.m.

• Friday — Jim Ned vs. Lamesa, 9 
a.m.; Lake View vs. Monahans, 11:30 
a.m.; Big Spring vs. Brownfield, 2 
p.m.; Fort Stockton vs. Lamesa, 4:30 
p.m.; Big Spring vs. Levelland, 7 p.m.

• Saturday — Brownfield vs. Mona-
hans, 9 a.m.; Monahans vs. Lamesa, 
11:30 a.m.; Jim Ned vs. Fort Stockton, 
2 p.m.; Levelland vs. Lake View, 4:30 
p.m.; Big Spring vs. Fort Stockton, 7 
p.m.

Grady to open
tourney play Friday

The Grady Wildcats will face Graford 
in the University Interscholastic 
League Boys State Basketball 
Tournament semifinals Friday, 
according to information released by 
the UIL.

The Wildcats (30-5) will face Graford 
(27-9) in the first Class 1A, Div. II 
semifinal at 2 p.m. Friday at the Frank 
Erwin Center in Austin. Roxton (26-9) 
will face Calvert (25-7) in the Class 1A 
Div. II semifinal at 7 p.m.

Coahoma softball
sign-ups Saturday

COAHOMA — Registration for the 
Coahoma Girls Softball League will  
be held Saturday from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. at Coahoma City Hall.

Registration fee for the league, which 
is open to girls ages 3-18, is $60.

For more information, contact 
Billy Newton at 325-207-2640 or Amy 
Overton at 432-816-1968.

Retweets: The new autograph
NANCY ARMOUR
AP National Writer

Forget standing in line for hours, 
hoping for a scribbled, barely leg-
ible autograph on a wrinkled piece 
of paper. Or jockeying for spots be-
hind the dugout, on the off chance 
a signed ball or batting glove gets 
tossed your way.

When it comes to souvenirs from 
your favorite athlete, the retweet is 
where it’s at these days.

Fans have turned Twitter into 
a digital version of the autograph 
session, asking — sometimes beg-
ging — stars from every sport for a 
shoutout. Oh, sure, some requests 
are designed to raise the profile of a 
charitable cause. But most fans are 
simply looking for a little love from 
their favorite athletes.

“(at)SHAQ the real superman, can i 
get a birthday retweet from the most 
dominant big man of all time?”

“It’s my birthday and all I want is 
for (at)KingJames to tweet me !!

“(at)Donald_Driver80 I love you so 
much. I have a piece of your jersey, I 
want more. I want(need) an RT from 
you. See ya in a lambeau leap!!

“(at)serenawilliams please don’t 
let me go 0-5 for (hash)serenafriday 
RT from my favorite female tennis 
player?”

“It’s almost like capturing a photo 
of yourself with that person,” said 
Chris Abraham, senior vice presi-
dent at Social Ally, a social media 
firm. “For a second there, you’ve 
breached their celebrity. They’ve 
actually allowed you to come over 
and take a camera shot of you two to-
gether, and you can share it with all 
your friends.”

Now, a retweet might not sound 
all that thrilling. You can’t frame it 
and hang it on a wall (though you 
could do a screen grab and print it 
out), and it can’t be passed down to 
your kids and grandkids. You can’t 

See RETWEETS, Page 12
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Business Opportunity
$100,000 CAREER 100,000 
RX Discount Cards Placed in
80 Locations Earn $1.50 each 
New Prescription, $0.75 each
for refills Residual Income! Inv. 
Req. 877-308-7959 x231
www.freerxadvantage.com

Cemetery Lots
FOR SALE: Two cemetery 
lots, Trinity Memorial Park, 
Garden of Lebanon section.
$3500 for both. Call 
806-798-8726.

Garage Sales
BIG GARAGE Sale: 2610 
Lynn, Saturday 8:00-3:00. 

GARAGE SALE 4033 Alma 
Circle (off of Vicky) Saturday 
from 9am till 1pm. No early 
birds. Lots of good toddler boy 
clothes and toys! Nice junior 
girl, men's and ladies clothing. 
Home decor. 

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
2508 East 24th, Saturday Only 
8:00a-1:00p. No Early Sales. 
Furniture, lots of household 
items, small thru plus size 
clothes, sleeping bags, much 
more. 

MULTI FAMILY Garage Sale: 
400 East 20th, Thursday and 
Friday  8-? Too much to list. 
Come See Us...

Help Wanted
APPLICATOR DRIVER

Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

BUFFALO COUNTRY taking 
application for Assistant Man-
ager & Sales Clerk (all shifts). 
Experience  required.   Must 
apply in person 4911 South 
Hwy. 87 ask for Salitta. No 
Phone Calls.

CARING HEARTS Home 
Health is accepting resumes 
for a RN. We offer Freedom of 
flexible scheduling, paper work 
made easier with lap top and a 
pleasant environment. Bilingual 
a plus. One year of experience 
required. Prior  Home  Health 
experience   preferred.   Fax 
resumes to (432)714-4511 or 
come by 1900 Scurry Street.

DAY CAMP Worker Needed at 
The Boys & Girls Club. Must 
have   outgoing  personality, 
patience, & love children. Apply 
at The Salvation Army Boys & 
Girls Club, 811 West 5th.

Help Wanted
COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement. For 
More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for the position of office 
manager. Individual must be a 
self-starter,  have   excellent 
organizational  skills, and  be 
familiar with MC/MD billing.
Please bring your resume 
to 421 Main St  or  fax it to 
Debbie Read @ 
(432)263-5304. (EOE).

DAY’S INN needs Front Desk 
person.  Apply  at   Front Office 
@ 2701 South Gregg Street. 

DRIVERS NEEDED Class A/B 
CDL Required. Call 
432-267-5122.

DRIVERS WANTED
CDL preferred but 

not required/will train.
Flexible schedule and 

competitive pay.
Apply in person at
Mitchem Wrecker

5715 W I-20 
Big Spring, TX.

EXTRA MONEY Work 
5:00A.M. -7:30AM or 6:30AM 
-1:30 PM at Jack & Jill Child 
Care. Later hours also avail-
able. Apply in person at 1708 
Nolan.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

FULL-TIME DISHWASHER 
needed. Night Position. Must 
have reliable transportation. 
Apply in person at Big Spring 
Country Club. No phone calls 
please.

FURR’S BUFFET
https://

furrsjobs.clickandhire.net
Dishwashers

On-line application 
process only
We can Offer

Competitive Pay, 
Discounted Meals
Great Culture and 

Career Growth

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $12/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

Help Wanted
GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Must have a desire to work in a 
team environment  and the 
ability to follow directions. Must 
have at least 1 yr maintenance 
experience. Abilities to include: 
painting experience; general 
plumbing,  general  sheetrock 
repair and texture and HVAC 
skills. Must have own tools, 
ability to take afterhours and 
weekend calls; valid TX drivers 
license and liability insurance. 
Apply in person at Bent Tree 
Apartments, 1 Courtney Place.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with Haz-Mat

2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits

$500.00 Sign-On Bonus.
FMI: 

(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

HELP WANTED: Independent 
Oil & Gas Company in Big 
Spring looking for experienced 
Roustabouts. Work close to 
home for competitive pay & 
benefits. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Please call 
9432)238-7650 or 
(432)813-7376 to apply.

HIRING     PRODUCTION
welders and welders helpers in 
Big Spring, TX direct inquiries 
to (432)263-3725.

HIRING PROVIDERS in Big 
Spring, TX. Bilingual Preferred. 
Call  (432)684-5858  ask  for 
Jacob Duran.

Ingram Concrete is seeking 
full-time employees to fill Fleet 
Mechanic positions in various 
locations in West Texas. Diesel 
experience required and must 
have  own  tools.  We  offer 
competitive pay with excellent 
benefits. Please apply at 605 
North Benton in Big Spring, 
Texas 79720 or call 
432-267-6348  for  additional 
information. EEO Employer.

IPREMS IS looking for fugitive 
emission technicians to work in 
Big Spring refinery. Pay start at 
$11 to $12 an hour. Go to web-
site www.iprems.com to down-
load an application and fax it to 
281-488-9729.

KASE     CONSTRUCTION-
Big Spring, TX.. Specializing in 
Pipeline Construction; Trench-
ing & Road Boring is currently 
hiring     for      the    following 
positions. 
* Backhoe Operator
* Dozer Operator
* Labors
Applicants must be honest, 
hard working & dependable. 
Must pass pre-employment 
Drug Screen. Call 
(325)868-0300.

KITCHEN HELP & CARHOP. 
Must be Neat in Appearance. 
Honest & Dependable. No ex-
perience necessary will train. 
Inquire at Wagon Wheel, 2010 
Scurry St. No phone call 
Please!

LOCAL PLUMBER looking to 
hire. Will train. Needs good 
background, must pass drug 
test. For more information call 
264-0285

Help Wanted

MARSH TRUCKING
Hiring  Class   A   CDL Vacuum 
Truck   Drivers   with   tanker 
endorsement. Must have One 
year experience. Benefits in-
clude: Insurance, uniforms, 
401k & paid vacation. Top Pay. 
Call 325-574-3639.

NEED   ACCOUNTANT   for 
Independent  Oil and Gas 
Company in Big Spring. Prefer 
experience and degree. Com-
petitive pay & benefits. Please 
send resume to P.O. Box 1888 
Big Spring, TX 79721.

NEED Backhoe Operator with 
CDL.  Must pass drug test. Call 
432-394-4161.

NEED CDL Driver- Home 
Nightly, Local Run,  Full-time. 
Call (432)267-4700.

NEED EXPERIENCED child 
care teachers. Apply in person 
at 118 Cedar Rd..

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Big Spring Area Routes

Midland Reporter-Telegram
The Midland 

Reporter-Telegram 
has delivery positions available 
in the Big Spring Area for both 

Home Delivery and
Retail Outlet distribution. 

Good organization for 
customer tracking, a reliable 
vehicle and a dependable

commitment to early morning 
deliveries ranging from 

2:00am-6:00 am. 
If interested please call 

Linda McCumber
432-967-4150

NOW HIRING Mechanic 
Helper/  Lot Person. Would 
prefer someone with experi-
ence. Must have Valid Drivers 
License. Please come by 
Neighbors Auto Sales 1300 
East 4th Street. No Phone 
Calls Please.

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PART-TIME OFFICE help 
needed. Must be knowledge-
able in computer programs. 
Previous   office   experience 
required. Must pass a criminal 
history check & FBI fingerprint 
check. Hours 2-6 pm. 
Monday-Friday. Apply in per-
son at New Hope Christian 
School, 118 Cedar Rd..

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
Opening. Wal-Mart Pharmacy 
is currently looking for Certified 
Pharmacy Technician. Apply in 
person or call Yalla or Jim at 
(432)267-1585. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

THE SALVATION Army boys & 
girls club is seeking Program 
Coordinator Monday-Friday. 
Child development experience 
necessary. Apply at 811 West 
5th.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw  water  supplier for  the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications    for   following 
position in the Big Spring Area.
Operations Maintenance 
Technician- Responsible for 
maintaining the District’s raw 
water pipelines, pump stations, 
and wells in the Big Spring 
Area.  Entry  to  Intermediate 
level position.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are  available  at  the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or our website 
www.crmwd.org

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw  water  supplier  for  the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications for following posi-
tion for Lake Thomas area. 
Park Maintenance Techni-
cian- Responsible for general 
maintenance of park and facili-
ties. Entry to intermediate level 
position. 
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave. 
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th St., Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or 
www.crmwd.org

PREMIER NEWSPAPER
Seeking qualified bookkeeper, 
knowledge in quickens, payroll 
and AR.
Some travel. Vacation, sick 
leave, 401k, health insurance 
available.   Salary   based  on 
experience.
Contact Heritage Publications 
432-263-7331 attention Ron or 
email: 

publisher@
thebigspringherald.com

PRIVATE DRIVER needed for 
local errands, rides to Midland 
and occasional road trips. 
References & drivers license 
required.  Call (432)270-0741.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center 
(1001 Birdwell Ln., Howard 
College- Charles Warren Bld. 
106), KEYWORD: PARAGON. 
EOE.

Help Wanted
SEEKING LINE walker for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must 
have valid Texas driver’s li-
cense and be able to pass drug 
screening. Must be physically 
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send 
resume to: Plant Supervisor, 
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or email 
mwcol@wtggas.com or fax 
(432)399-4290.

Store
Routes Open
Great opportunity for 

extra income.
Must have reliable 

transportation, 
drivers license and

insurance.
Stop by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

T N C NEEDS 
LVN’S, RN’S, CNA’S. 

Must be willing to travel. 
(325)670-0090.  

texasnurseconnection.com

TEACHING POSITION- $14/hr. 
Mon.-Fri. CDA required. Apply 
at Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT 
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment 
and outstanding compensation 
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter, 
Stanton, Texas

Pre-employment 
drug screen required.

EOE M/F/V/H

VAN DRIVER/CAREGIVER-
Apply in person at Jack & Jill, 
1708 Nolan.

WANTED SOMEONE to clean 
a commercial building in Big 
Spring. Send inquiries to P.O. 
Box 1431/214, Big Spring, TX 
79721-1431.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY 
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are background 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
19 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg. 

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

Miscellaneous
FOR SALE: Electric Roping 
Buford. Call 432-816-1713 for 
more info or to see.

On the Farm
**FREE** NONTECHNOLOGY
Cotton Seed **FREE** Pallet 
Quantities ONLY!!! No Guaran-
tees. $5 per pallet loading fee 
Plainview Ag Distributors 
(806)296-7566.

Pets

HOT ITEMS
RUSSIAN BLUE Kitten, Pure 
Breed, Has papers. All shots & 
neutered. Great with all ages. 
Litter box trained. Has litter 
box, food bowl and scratching 
post/toy. Call Aaron at 
432-517-5397. $700 firm.

Real Estate for Rent
403 GALVESTON large shop 
with fenced yard. $1250. 
month, $1250 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2319.

Globe Energy Services is seeking Motivated and Hard 
Working Vacuum & Kill Truck Operators.

Seeking full time Class A CDL drivers with a clean record
that have experience, or willing to learn vacuum or pump 
truck skills in the oil and gas industry. Competitive pay,
health insurance, vacation and retirement benefits are all
included. Hiring immediately, training provided. Apply at
3112 N Hwy 87, Big Spring, TX 79720. 231938
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

AUTO BODY

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.
(off 11th Place Extension)

Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000

CALL
264-0623 23

04
77

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”
With RAL Approval*

231169

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

HOME IMPROVEMENT

23
14

21

TIMMY D'S
 ROOFING

Metal-Shingle-Flat Roofs
Whole/Patch Job

Home Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

(432) 935-1835

CATERING

23
17

49

CATERING SERVICE IN
BIG SPRING AND 

MIDLAND.
THE ONLY GENUINE AND

ORIGINAL FLAVOR,
NO IMITATIONS.

WARRANTY.
CALL

MARY ANY TIME
CELL PHONE 714-464-9112

HOME IMPROVEMENT

23
19

81

Phillips
 Remodeling

For any minor repairs,
add-ons to total remodels.

Call Jared
(432) 816-5570
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
1 & 2 BDRM APTS. furnished 
or unfurnished, All bills paid. 
also 2 thru 6 bdrm Homes, 
24Hr. maintenance, Central 
Heat/Air, Pool, stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, Washer/dryer 
connections. Call 
(432)263-3461- Rosa.

FULLY FURNISHED house 
with washer/dryer. 2/1 plus 
pull out queen sofa, all utilities 
paid. $1350 plus deposit.
Please call 432-599-1778.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

RV COURT has Spaces for 
Rent, also have RV trailers on 
lots for Rent. All Bills Paid. Call 
(432)263-3461- Irma.

SMALL TWO room efficiency 
houses, fully furnished, located 
at Lake Colorado City. All bills 
paid including electric, cable, 
water, sewer, garbage. Call 
(432)230-6622.

Real Estate for Sale
3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

BY    OWNER/    No    Owner 
Finance.  1202   Buena   Vista. 
3 Bdrm, 2  bath, 2 car garage, 
shop, 1 acre of land. Coahoma 
ISD. Call 432-413-7400. 

DUPLEX    FOR Sale:   Good 
Income Property 809 Runnels. 
Both sides have tenants for 
over a year. Remodeled. 
$20,000.00  Firm.  No Owner 
Finance. Call 432-268-1684.

Rental   Property   for   Sale:
3 Rental Units that generate 
$8,000 to $9,000 per year in 
Rent. 408 & 410 West 5th 
Street. $25,000.00. Call 
(432)213-2531 or 263-4922.

Vehicles
2010 MAZDA CRX 7- $19,500. 
Call 432-935-8397.

Legals
Invitation for Bids

Pre-Bid Meeting Notice
The City of Coahoma will receive 
bids for its TDHCA HOME Program 
Grant until 4:00 p.m. on March 23, 
2012 at City of Coahoma, 122 N. 
1st St., Coahoma, Tx 79511, to 
complete the reconstruction of up 
to six (6) single family units at 1100 
square feet each. Bids will be 
opened March 26, 2012 at 11:30 
a.m.. All  bidders  must  submit 
completed pre-qualification packet 
and bid documents including draw-
ings and technical specifications. 
Selected Builder will have 45 days 
from   start   date   to   complete 
construction. A pre-bid conference 
will be held on March 12, 2012 at 
2:30 p.m. at the City of Coahoma 
City Hall. Please contact Donna M. 
Johnson, at (361)287-3341 if you 
need   more   information.   The 
Contractor must ensure that em-
ployees/applicants for employment 
are   not   discriminated  against 
because of race, color, religion, 
sex, or, national origin. The City of 
Coahoma reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids. The City may 
hold bids for a period not to exceed 
forty-five (45) days from the date of 
the bid opening for the purpose of 
reviewing the bids and investigat-
ing the qualifications of bidders, 
prior to contract award. Contract 
awards  will  be  made  to  lowest 
responsible qualified bidder(s).
#7284 March 8, 2012

STAND UP AND BE
COUNTED!

VOTE!

The full moon in Virgo
suggests that this is the
moment to get back to
basics. The top priority is
safety and health.
Everything builds to that
end. It’s not just about
sticking to secure
situations and activities,
getting
exercise or
eating foods
that nurture
your body,
though.
Your
happiness is
a key piece
of the
puzzle. Do
your joy. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19). You’re careful
to celebrate the big
events in the lives of
others, but you don’t wait
for big events to show
people how much you
care about them. You’ll
be on many “favorite”
lists. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A compulsive sense
of urgency compels you
to achieve more in less
time. But is this sense of
hurry really necessary?

It’s not so good for your
heart. Try to take things
slow. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You won’t be content
to know that you did
your best unless your
best was enough to get
the job done. You won’t
be happy until you know
that you did what it took
to get the job done. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). It’s been said that
your life can’t go
according to plan if you
have no plan. It’s also
been said that when you
make a plan, the gods
laugh. So which is it?
You’ll see a little of both
schools of thought at
work in your life.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Sometimes what you
would like to do is not
actually the most
important thing, and
that’s why it never fits
properly into your
schedule. Trust that you
always have time for
what you think is truly
important.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You like to be
thought of as a
considerate person. By

the same token, you have
no interest in being taken
advantage of by those
who can’t appreciate the
thought you put into
relationships.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You’ll be making
“notes to self” all day
long. It will help you to
write them down, or
you’re likely to forget.
Writing helps you
mentally organize
yourself even if you don’t
save what you’ve written. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You’re onto
something; you just don’t
know what it is quite yet.
Look at what you’ve
covered and where you’re
going next. Record and
explore new ideas. Be
patient, and allow
yourself to drift.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You want to
inspire others like you
have been inspired by the
greats. Living well is the
key. Your life will be
more of an inspiration
than your words ever
could be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You’ll be taking
yet another chance. This

one might not be much of
a risk in any way except
perhaps emotionally.
Better to try to do
something and fail than
to try to do nothing and
succeed. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You have a
feisty spirit, and you like
to say the kind of funny
things that make people
wonder whether or not
you’re really kidding.
Probably even you won’t
know the answer to that
question.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Your creativity will
be strengthened by a
lackadaisical attitude
toward rules and
structure. Later, you’ll
have to get with the so-
called “program,” but for
now you’re better off
doing your own thing.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 8). You haven’t a
clue what’s coming, and
the surprise of that
makes life interesting for
you this year. A fantastic
new circle of friends will
celebrate your ideas and
support your plans. You
provide what family
needs in June. September

is your time to invest
deeply in your own
dream. Aquarius and
Sagittarius people adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 5, 21, 24, 40 and 19.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: The
luminous Pisces actress
Juliette Binoche, known
affectionately as “La
Binoche,” is one of the
most internationally
famous actresses of her
generation. Her Pisces
sun, Mercury and Mars
indicate remarkable
imagination, talent and
great powers of empathy.
Venus in artistic and
beauty-oriented Libra
represents a tenacious
spirit.  

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2012
CREATORS.COM

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

Want to have the
adventure of a lifetime 

without all the fuss?
Read!

Dear Annie: My best
friend, “Maggie,” and I
are like sisters. We have
great fun, can talk about
nearly anything and have
supported each other
through our toughest
times. Our husbands also
get along well, and we
often do things together. 

Over the past year,
Maggie has become
increasingly critical of
her husband, “Scott.” 

He is a likeable guy,
but Maggie scolds and
picks on him, rolls her
eyes and basically treats
him with contempt.
Granted, Scott can be a
little blunt, and his
attempts at humor don’t
always succeed, but her
responses are worse. 

She will say, “You’re
such an idiot. Why don’t
you just keep your mouth
shut?” Yet, the next
minute, they will have
their arms around each
other. 

We often see Maggie
and Scott at parties, and
it is clear that others feel
embarrassed by this
behavior. Maggie has
never mentioned marital
problems to me. In fact,
she says sweet and
complimentary things
about Scott when it’s just
the two of us. 

I don’t want to
jeopardize our terrific
friendship, so how do I
approach this subject?
She doesn’t take criticism
well, no matter how
gentle. — Baffled Friend

Dear Baffled: Some
married couples fall into
the habit of letting
criticisms become
common and public. We
think Maggie might
simply need a little push
in the right direction.
The next time she says or
does something critical of
Scott, you might take her
aside and say, “Are you
angry with Scott? You
seem to dislike him so
much lately.” You also
could give positive
reinforcement when you
witness affection, adding,
“It’s so nice to see you
two getting along.”

Dear Annie: I’ve been
asked to be the maid-of-
honor for a friend. I was
planning to throw a
bridal shower with 10 to
15 guests at my
apartment. I had a nice
luncheon-type party in
mind.

The other day, my
friend informed me that
she wants to invite 65
guests and, since my

apartment is too small for
that crowd, said I should
host it at a local
restaurant. I checked
with the venue, and it is
way too pricey for my
budget. Even if I involve
the other two
bridesmaids, this will be
a much bigger expense
than I can afford. 

Are there rules when it
comes to bridal shower
guest lists? I don’t want
to hurt her feelings or
lose her friendship, but
combined with the
expense of the dress,
shoes, hair and
bachelorette party, I may
need to take out a loan.
How can I handle this?
After all, it’s her
wedding. — Soon To Be
Poor Maid of Honor

Dear Maid: The bride
is allowed to give you the
guest list, but she must
keep to the hostess’s
limit. When you told her
you would give a shower
for 15 people, she should
have kept the guest list at
15. It is inconsiderate of a
bride to force anyone to
shell out more than they
can afford for a shower.
We recommend you tell
her “so sorry,” this isn’t
in your budget, and you
will have to decline as

hostess, but that you
would be happy to give a
smaller event in your
apartment for 15 guests.
We don’t care if it’s her
wedding. It doesn’t entitle
her to become Bridezilla.

Dear Annie: Your
response to “Stuck in the
Middle” was spot on. It’s
never too late to learn
good fiscal behavior, but
it’s never too early,
either. America’s Credit
Unions sponsors a public
television series called
“Biz Kid$” that teaches
young people the
importance of good
money management and
business skills they can
use for life. With a
website of resources and
a free curriculum that
teachers and parents can
access, “Biz Kid$”
teaches kids that being
fiscally responsible can
be fun. Will you tell
them, Annie? — Jamie
Hammond, Executive
Producer

Dear Jamie
Hammond: With
pleasure. We hope our
readers, young and old,
will check out Biz Kid$ at
bizkids.com.
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Today is Thursday, March 8, 
the 68th day of 2012. There are 
298 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 8, 1862, during the 
Civil War, the ironclad CSS 
Virginia rammed and sank the 
USS Cumberland and heavily 
damaged the USS Congress, 
both frigates, off Newport 
News, Va.

On this date:
In 1702, England’s Queen 

Anne acceded to the throne 
upon the death of King William 
III.

In 1782, the Gnadenhutten 
(jih-NAY’-duhn-huh-tuhn) mas-
sacre took place as more than 
90 Indians were slain by mili-
tiamen in Ohio in retaliation 
for raids carried out by other 
Indians.

In 1854, U.S. Commodore 
Matthew C. Perry made his sec-
ond landing in Japan; within a 
month, he concluded a treaty 
with the Japanese.

In 1874, the 13th president of 

the United States, Millard 
Fillmore, died in Buffalo, N.Y., 
at age 74.

In 1917, Russia’s “February 
Revolution” (so called because 
of the Old Style calendar used 
by Russians at the time) began 
with rioting and strikes in 
Petrograd. The U.S. Senate 
voted to limit filibusters by 
adopting the cloture rule.

In 1930, the 27th president of 
the United States, William 
Howard Taft, died in 
Washington at age 72.

In 1942, Imperial Japanese 
forces occupied Yangon in 
Burma (Myanmar) during 
World War II.

In 1944, two days after an 
initial strike, U.S. heavy bomb-
ers resumed raiding Berlin 
during World War II.

In 1960, Democrat John F. 
Kennedy and Republican 
Richard M. Nixon won the New 
Hampshire presidential prima-
ry.

In 1965, the United States 
landed its first combat troops 
in South Vietnam as 3,500 
Marines were brought in to 
defend the U.S. air base at Da 
Nang.

In 1971, Joe Frazier defeated 
Muhammad Ali by decision in 
what was billed as “The Fight 

of the Century” at Madison 
Square Garden in New York. 
Silent film comedian Harold 
Lloyd died in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., at age 77.

In 1988, 17 soldiers were 
killed when two Army helicop-
ters from Fort Campbell, Ky., 
collided in mid-flight.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Sue Ane (correct) Langdon is 
76. Baseball player-turned-
author Jim Bouton is 73. 
Songwriter Carole Bayer Sager 
is 68. Actor-director Micky 
Dolenz is 67. Singer-musician 
Randy Meisner is 66. Pop sing-
er Peggy March is 64. Baseball 
Hall-of-Famer Jim Rice is 59. 
Singer Gary Numan is 54. NBC 
News anchor Lester Holt is 53. 

© 2012 The Associated Press.
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News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Dr. Diana Charlie Rose King Armored Car MMA Austin SportCtr
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Tax Time Never Felt So Good
Tax Associates
406 Runnels, Big Spring, Tx 79720
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121 E. 3rd St. • 432-263-4962

ASK US HOW
WE CAN SAVE
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MANNING
Continued from Page 7

the play clock expired. 
Gone, too, will be the 
familiar No. 18 in blue 
and white. Irsay prom-
ised no Colts’ player 
would wear that num-
ber again.

Instead, Manning 
must learn the proper 
free-agent etiquette.

“I have no idea who 
wants me, what team 
wants me, how this pro-
cess works. I don’t know 
if it’s like college recruit-
ing where you go take 
visits,” he said. “I mean, 
this is all so new to me. 
The Indianapolis Colts 
are the only team that 
I’ve ever played for, the 
only team I ever worked 
out for.”

Workouts will almost 
certainly be part of the 
process as Manning at-
tempts to prove he can 
perform like his old self 
after missing the entire 
2011 season because of 
a damaged nerve that 
caused weakness in his 
right arm. He had the 
most recent of his multi-
ple neck surgeries Sept. 
8.

On Wednesday, Man-
ning insisted he’s closer 
than ever to being 100 
percent though he’s not 
completely recovered. 
Even Irsay acknowl-
edged Manning is on the 
mend.

“I’m throwing it pretty 
well. I still have some 
progress to make, but 
I’ve come a long way,” 
Manning said. “That’s 
been the most fun part is 
being back out there on 
the field. I’m doing bet-
ter, I continue to work 
hard and hope to contin-
ue making progress.”

If he does, there will be 
plenty of suitors lining 
up for Manning.

Kansas City coach Ro-
meo Crennel has already 
said he’s interested. At 
the recent NFL scouting 
combine in Indy, Miami 
coach Joe Philbin didn’t 
provide a name but cer-
tainly described a play-
er matching Manning’s 
profile when asked what 
he was looking for in a 
quarterback. Jets coach 
Rex Ryan has said his 
team had already looked 
at 10 free-agent quarter-
backs, and you can bet 
he’ll take a peek at No. 
11, too.

RETWEETS
Continued from Page 7

collect retweets in a book and 
show it off to your friends. And 
no one’s going to pay six figures 
for a retweet, as someone once 
did for a baseball signed by Babe 
Ruth.

But that’s the old-school way of 
thinking. An autograph is going 
to be seen by 15, maybe 20 people. 
Get a retweet from Shaquille 
O’Neal, and you’re now the cool-
est thing ever with the 5 million-
plus people who follow the Big 

Tweeter. To say nothing of the 
bragging rights you’ll get when 
the folks who follow you see it.

“You can tweet that to your 
boys. Or if they’re following you, 
they see it,” said O’Neal, now an 
analyst for TNT. “You have 15 
minutes of fame.”

Sometimes you get even more 
than that.

A few weeks ago, New Eng-
land Patriots wide receiver Chad 
Ochocinco, perhaps the most pro-
lific athlete on Twitter, showed 
up on the doorstep of a follower 
who invited him to come over 
after Ochocinco tweeted that he 

was driving around Miami.
When Ochocinco posted photos 

of their meeting, the follower’s 
timeline was flooded with so 
many messages he’d need until 
next month’s NFL draft to re-
spond to them all.

For the last three semesters, 
David Gerzof Richard has given 
his social media and marketing 
class at Emerson College the as-
signment of making contact with 
a Boston-area celebrity through 
social media. The class picked 
Ochocinco last semester and, not 
only did he respond, he took the 
entire class to dinner.

Tech falls to Oklahoma State
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Travis Ford has never been 
through a season quite like this 
one, where it seemed that just 
about every night out somebody 
else went down with a devastat-
ing injury.

It’s gotten to the point where 
Ford and a couple of assistants 
were forced to practice with 
the Cowboys for their opening 
game in the Big 12 tournament 
Wednesday night. They simply 
didn’t have enough bodies to put 
on the floor against each other.

“For these guys to continue to 
play as hard as they are,” Ford 

said, “they’re fun to watch.”
Especially since they’re still 

winning.
Keiton Page scored 20 points, 

Brian Williams added 19 and 
the seventh-seeded Cowboys 
knocked off No. 10 seed Texas 
Tech 76-60 in the opening round 
of the Big 12 tournament.

Cezar Guerrero scored all 16 of 
his points in the second half for 
Oklahoma State (15-17), which 
advanced to play second-seeded 
No. 5 Missouri in the quarter-
finals Thursday night. Markel 
Brown finished with 12 points as 
the Cowboys went 16 of 16 from 

the free-throw line.
“Words really can’t describe 

how proud I am of our basket-
ball team,” said Ford, his voice 
cracking after the game. “They 
continue to amaze me.”

Jordan Tolbert had 16 points 
and six rebounds for Texas 
Tech, which matched a school 
record for the most losses in a 
single season. The 1990-91 team 
coached by Gerald Myers also 
went 8-23.

“They tried as hard as they 
possibly could try all year long,” 
Red Raiders coach Billy Gillispie 
said.
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