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Money matters
top district’s
agenda in 2012

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

FORSAN — It’s a new year,
but many of the issues facing
Forsan Independent School
District in 2012 will be famil-
iar ones.

Ask Superintendent Randy
Johnson about what FISD is
eyeing in 2012 and the first
answer he will give you is
the same that has concerned
school districts
the past few years
— how to deal with
shrinking state al-
locations.

“School finance
continues to be
a major issue for
us,” Johnson said.
“In the 2012-2013
fiscal year, we’ll
have another 3.5 percent cut
in state revenue ... and that’s
going to make things even
tougher.”

A 3.5 percent cut in state
revenue will mean that For-
san will have to absorb an eco-
nomic hit of between $200,000
and $300,000, Johnson esti-
mated.

FISD dealt with the last
round of state cuts, in part, by
eliminating some staff posi-
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See FISD, Page 3
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

True to his word, Big Spring Mayor
Tommy Duncan is set Tuesday night
to request a special election be held
in May to use economic development
funds for an $11 million re-vamp of the
city’s water and wastewater facilities
through a controversial 4B project.

During the Dec. 13 meeting of the
council, Duncan said he planned to
bring the project — which includes
$7.138 million in repairs and upgrades
at the existing water treatment facil-
ity and $3.738 in improvements at the
waste water treatment facility — before
the council in the form of a 4B project,
which would require approval from
Big Spring’s voters before becoming a
reality.

First reading of an ordinance calling
for that election — as well as the ballot
language to be used in the election —
is set to be discussed during Tuesday’s
meeting.

According to the city council agenda,

HERALD file photo
The Big Spring City Council will consider whether to call a special election when they meet Tuesday. The election will
let voters decide whether to allow the city to divert economic development funds to finance renovations at the water
treatment plant.

Gity to mull special election

“I have to question whether or not it’s wise to use the
EDC for all of the funding. My hope would be that we
wouldn’t take so much out of the EDC that we would

cripple our economic development opportunities.”

Terry Hansen,
District 6 city councilman

voters will have the chance to either
cast their ballot for or against the fol-
lowing measure:

“Shall the Big Spring Economic De-
velopment Corporation, a Type 4A de-
velopment corporation be authorized to
use the sales and use tax imposed under
Chapter 504 of the Development Corpo-
ration Act, including any amount previ-
ously authorized and collected, for the
following projects or categories of proj-
ects that do not qualify under Chapter
504 but do qualify under Chapter 505
of the Act (4B Projects): to construct, ac-

quire, improve, renovate and equip im-
provements and facilities for the supply
and conservation of water including the
repair and rehabilitation of the city of
Big Spring water and wastewater treat-
ment plants and repair and replacement
of water distribution lines located in the
city?”

Duncan said the passage of such a
4B project would basically cut the Big
Spring Economic Development Corpo-
ration’s budget in half, providing be-

See COUNCIL, Page 3

It was a busy year for CVB

And 2012 promises more of the same, director says

By AMANDA MORENO
Staff Writer

There’s never a dull mo-
ment in Big Spring, at least
not for the Big Spring Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau.

This past year, several proj-
ects were started and some
saw completion. One of the
major tourist events was the
opening of the Family Aquat-
ic Center, located in Coman-
che Trail Park.

The new facility includes a
lazy river, splash area, water
slides and a leisure pool, as
well as pavilions which were
able to be rented for parties.

“Our local citizens really
enjoyed it, along with many
visitors who traveled from

out of town just to visit the
aquatic center,” Convention
and Visitors Bu-
reau director Deb-
bie Wegman said.
Wegman  said
several annual
events continued
with great suc-
cess, such as the
Comanche War-
rior Triathlon
— organized and
sponsored by the CVB, Fes-
tival of Lights, the Powwow
and Pops in the Park. One of
the new events that seemed to
show promise and could pos-
sibly lead to similar events in
the future was West Fest.
“One goal I would really

Wegman

like to see achieved is to
have more groups utilize the
amphitheater and produce
events for the community,”
Wegman said.

Overall, she said she con-
siders the past year a success
and is expecting 2012 to con-
tinue along the same path es-
pecially with the anticipated
opening of the Hotel Settles.

“The on-site meeting facili-
ties and restaurant will be an
ideal place to hold meetings
and conventions. I hope to
work with many organiza-
tions to recruit more meet-
ings here. The CVB office has
already scheduled one con-
ference to be held at the hotel
and is working on another

bid,” Wegman said.

Another re-opening expect-
ed to take place is the Munici-
pal Auditorium, which has
been closed for several years.

“These two events will
hopefully bring new growth
and traffic to our downtown
area. CVB will continue

See CVB, Page 3
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J oseph Steward Bentley

EULA - Joseph Steward Bentley,
92, died Jan. 6, 2012, at his home.
Service will be held at 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2012, at the Eula
United Methodist Church with Bob
Karlin officiating, assisted by
Kerry Patton. Burial will follow in
the Eula Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Bailey-Howard Funeral
Home. Visitation will be from 6
p.m. until 8 p.m. Monday at the
funeral home.

Joe was born Oct 23, 1919, to Steward and Bertha
Reid Bentley in Loraine, Texas. He moved to
Callahan County at an early age and attended
school at Zion Hill and Deer Plains. He began work-
ing at a very young age by going with the family to
Arizona and California to work in the fields during
the Depression. A farmer by trade, he could do any-
thing.

He was a member of the Eula UMC for 68 years
and led singing for about 50 of those years. He
taught Sunday School and was a youth leader. He
volunteered as a church camp counselor for many
years.

He was Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 256 for
28 years, making several trips to Canada with the
boys, teaching them canoeing and innumerable life
lessons. He worked as custodian at Eula Schools,
touching many young lives.

He and his wife, Edna, were foster parents to
more than a dozen children, one of whom is still
part of the family and calls him “Grandpa.”

Joe was a charter member of the Eula Lions Club.
He was an honorary FFA Chapter Farmer and was
active in the Cancer Society for several years, serv-
ing as president for some of those years. He was
also active in the Abilene Parkinson’s support
group. He grew a huge garden annually and took
produce to the Farmers Market, talking with every-
one and spreading the love of Jesus.

Joe was preceded in death by his parents; three
wives, Elizabeth (1945), Clarine (1957) and Edna
(2002); a son, Darrel; grandchildren, John, David
and Cheryl Slatton and Lyssa Knox; great-grand-
daughter, Kelly Tiner; and a brother, James
Bentley.

He is survived by nine children, Dorothy Polca of
Johnstown, Penn., Billie Knox of Kansas City, Mo.,
JoAnn Curnutt and Boyd of Port Lavaca, Jobeth
Corwin and Tommy of Big Spring, Robbye Benfer
and Larry of Abilene, Eileen Miller and Carrol of
Eula, Joe Roy Bentley and Norma of Salado, Evelyn
Pugh of Buda, and Jerry Bentley and Carol of Eula;
and also his foster son, John of Mannheim,
Germany; 27 grandchildren; 42 great-grandchil-
dren; and 3 great-great-grandchildren; three sisters,
Nell Madron of Fresno, Calif., Ferne Hutchins of
Abilene, and Hamp Brown of Clyde; one brother,
Armo Bentley of Glen Rose; and by a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends.

He was small in stature but big in heart and will
always be bigger than life to his children.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Eula
United Methodist Church, 5810 FM 603, Clyde,
Texas 79510; or to the American Cancer Society, 209
S. Danville, Ste B-107, Abilene, Texas.

Online condolences may be made at www.bailey-
howardfuneralhome.com
Paid obituary

Lonnie Ferrell Anderson

Lonnie Ferrell Anderson, 70, of
Coahoma died Saturday, Jan. 7,
2012, at his residence. Memorial
services will be held at 3 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2012, at the
Coahoma Church of Christ with
Eddy Pitchford officiating.

The family will receive friends
following the services.

Lonnie was born March 9, 1941,
in Big Spring to Luther and Vera
(Neal) Anderson and married Mary
Kiser on Oct. 7, 1960, in Coahoma. Together, they
owned and operated the Little Sooper Market in
Coahoma. He was a member of Coahoma Church of
Christ.

Survivors include his wife, Mary Anderson of
Coahoma; two daughters, Shana Blagrave and hus-
band Doug of Ackerly and Kelley Hankins and Jim
Pearce of Big Spring; four grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren; one brother, James “Buddie”
Anderson of Coahoma; and two sisters, Phyllis
Scroggins of Big Spring and Wanda Davis of
Cheyenne, Wyo.

Lonnie was preceded in death by his parents,
Luther and Vera Dell Anderson; one brother,
Wendell Joe Anderson; one sister, Linda Dell
Anderson; and one grandson.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

To subscribe,
call 263-7331
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Mamie Lee Merrick

Our beloved mother, who was a
devoted wife, grandmother and
friend, Mamie Lee Merrick, 99, of
Ackerly went home to be with the
Lord on Saturday, Jan. 7, 2012, at
4:28 p.m. in Lubbock, Texas.

Funeral services will be held at
2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2012,
at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Rosewood Chapel with the Rev.
Bud Duggins officiating.
Interment will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 5 p.m. until 7
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2012, at the funeral home.

She was born Dec. 19, 1912, in Waco, Texas, and
was a long-time resident of Howard County. She
married Robert A. Merrick on Oct. 21, 1933, in Big
Spring, and he preceded in death March 30, 2008.

Mamie leaves many wonderful memories to those
who loved her, especially her children, Jimmy
Merrick and wife Joyce of Amarillo, Johnny
Merrick of Ackerly, Jake Merrick and wife Kaylynn
of Hinton, Okla., Jackie Merrick and wife Teresa of
Ackerly, Joyce Turner and husband, Bill of
Ropesville, Jo Nell Rowlett of North Richland Hills,
and Julie Merrick of Lubbock; and her numerous
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The love she had for her home and many commu-
nity friends will be forever remembered in all the
lives she touched.

In addition to her husband, she was preceded in
death by one son, Jerry Merrick.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com
Paid obituary

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7
a.m. today:

« LYNDSEY RACHELLE KELLY, 23, OF ODESSA,
was arrested Sunday on charges of use or posses-
sion of illegal smoking materials and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

« STEPHEN BRETT SISSON, 22, of Stanton, was
arrested Sunday on charges of use or possession of
illegal smoking materials, prohibited weapons and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

« SHANNON ROSE HALL, 24, of Odessa, was
arrested Sunday on charges of use or possession of
illegal smoking materials and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 4200
block of Muir.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported
in the 4000 block of Connally.

« THEFT was reported:

In the 2500 block of Chanute.

In the 100 block of N.E. Broadway in Coahoma.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 71 inmates at the time of this
report.

« CHRISTOPHER LEE MYRICK, 35, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on charges of theft of property,
theft by check and possession of marijuana — two
ounces or less.

« RAFAEL JIMENEZ, 44, was arrested Friday by
the HCSO on a charge of contempt of court — disobe-
dience of a court order.

« JOSE LUIS OLIVAS, 39, was booked into the
county jail Friday by the Martin County Sheriff’s
Office on a charge of burglary of a habitation.

* BRITTANY CASTILLO, 19, was booked into the
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of fail-
ure to appear.

« DAVID WHITE, 17, was arrested Saturday by
the HCSO on charges of no driver’s license when
unlicensed and expired registration.

« VANESSA ALVAREZ, 24, was booked into the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of
running a stop sign, violation of probation (three
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counts) and unrestrained child less than five
years.

« DONALD JOE WREYFORD, 56, was arrested
Saturday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

« REYES RAMIREZ III, 25, was booked into the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of
violation of a promise to appear, no liability insur-
ance, speeding, motion to revopke probation -
resisting arrest, search or transportation, driving
while intoxicated, minor consuming alcohol and
possession of marijuana — two ounces or less.

« BENITA KAY PADRON SALAZAR, 38, was
booked into the county jail Saturday by the BSPD
on a charge of assault — family violence.

« JULIAN JAY TORRES, 18, was booked into the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a motion to
revoke probation for deadly conduct,

¢« CHRISTOPHER L. JACKSON, 29, was booked
into the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charg-
es of speeding in a school zone and driving while
license invalid.

* JAMES EARL MAGERS, 50, was booked into the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia.

« LEROY ZUBIATE, 27, was booked into the coun-
ty jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of driving
while license invalid with a previous conviction or
suspension.

« RICARDO LOPEZ JR., 50, was booked into the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of
public intoxication.

« STEPHEN BRETT SISSON, 22, was booked into
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession or
use of illegal or prohibited weapon.

« LYNDSEY RACHELLE KELLY, 23, was booked
into the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on chargeS
of possession of drug paraphernalia and possession
or use of illegal smoking material.

« SHANNON ROSE HALL, 24, was booked into
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession or
use of illegal smoking material.

« RALPH NEWTON HARWELL JR., 26, was
booked into the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on
a charge of public intoxication.

« JENNIFER SUZANNE FOSTER, 33, was arrest-
ed Sunday by the HCSO on a Scurry County war-
rant for Theft of property — more than $1,500 and
less than $20,000.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 6500 block of N.
County Road. 23. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

* GRASS FIRE was reported near the intersection
of Ninth Street and Owens.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of
Abrams. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

Visit us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com
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¢ An organizational meeting for Visual Aware-
ness Support Group will be held at 5:30 p.m. Jan.
19 at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 1001 Goliad St.
VASG is a support group forming to provide help to
individuals that have poor or deteriorating vision.
The meeting is open to everyone but will focus on
people who have significant vision problems, their
family members, friends and care givers. It is the
goal of this group to provide, through education, a
sense of hope to people that have vision problems
and help them and their care givers cope with vi-
sion loss. For more information, call 263-2501 or
email eyeassocone@ccrom.net.

¢ Crossroads Friends of NRA Banquet will be held
at 6 p.m. Jan. 28 at the Dora Roberts Community
Center. Tickets are $25. Funds raised at this and
other FNRA events in West Texas support local
youth shooting groups (Boy Scouts, 4-H, JROTC,
etc.) law enforcement, education, safety and many
other areas. Giveaways, games, and live and silent
auctions will be held. For more information, call
Melanie Gambrell at 432-270-7384.

¢ An account has been set up at T&P Credit Union
for Herchel Lewis who is trying to rebuild his
house at 904 E. 12™ after a recent house fire claimed
the house and the life of Doris Lewis. Lewis is ask-
ing for help to gather funds in order to rebuild the
house, which his family has called home for more
than 30 years. For more information, contact Lewis
at 432-517-4308.

¢ A benefit account for the Arguello family, who
lost two family members in a recent house fire in
Coahoma, has been established at Western Bank.
Interested persons can contribute to the account at
any of the bank’s three locations (two in Big Spring,
one in Coahoma). For more information, call 432-
394-4256.

¢ An account has been established at Wells Far-
go to help defray medical expenses for 4-year-old
Zayde Stallings, who recently died of a rare heart
condition. She was the daughter of Kenny and Re-
nea Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more infor-
mation, contact Four Seasons Insulation and Sid-

ing at 264-8610. The account number is 7938527277.

e American Cancer Society will have its board
meetings at noon on the second Tuesday of the
month through April. Lunch will be furnished.
Meetings will take place at Home Hospice, located
at 111 E. Seventh.

« Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Training
will be provided and geared to your time frame.
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well as
sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more in-
formation or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett
at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599.

« Every 10 years, Texas requires that marks and
brands be re-registered in the county or counties in
which you operate. The re-registration period be-
gan Aug. 31 and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At the
conclusion date, all marks and brands that have
not been re-registered are automatically available
for registration by another party. For additional
information, contact the Howard County Clerk’s
Office at 264-2214 or 264-2213.

« Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events,
and many others. Set your hours and days of the
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy arewarding experience. For more information,
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

* Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit
Union israising money to benefit Maurine Pittman,
who is undergoing cancer treatment in a Dallas-ar-
ea hospital. For more information, call the credit
union at 263-8393.

* A benefit fund has been established at Western
Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-old Big Spring resi-
dent with cystic fibrosis who is recovering from
a double lung transplant in Dallas. All donations
are appreciated. For more information, call 432-213-
0795

« The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater

drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can be made
at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., Mon-
day through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

* The Homeownership Preservation Foundation
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure. If you want to stop foreclosure and are in need
of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-HOPE is
now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counsel-
ing service provided by HPF to work with you to
find a solution to your problem. HPF can provide
counseling free of charge, in English and 170 other
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

 Fridays are live band dance nights at Big Spring
Senior Center, 1901 Simler. Senior adults are invit-
ed to an evening of fellowship (and good exercise)
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. each Friday. Cost is $8 per
person. For more information or to find out what
band is playing, call the Senior Center at 432-267-
1628.

« The Salvation Army has funding for Texas Mili-
tary Personnel now serving or has served in Iraq or
Afghanistan. The military member or their family
member may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 267-
8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD Fund of
Permian Basin Area Foundation.

» Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m.
Weigh-in is confidential and you don’t have to talk
if you don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

e The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We currently have
55 children in foster care without a volunteer. We
need your help. If you're interested in volunteer-
ing, please contact Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346.

FISD

Continued from Page 1

tions, but Johnson
doubts the district will
resort to that action
again.

“Lasttime, we dropped
7.5 staff positions, most-
ly in maintenance,” he
said.

“This time, I really
think we’ll probably

pull some money from
our (reserve funds) ...
but that we’ll be fine.
I don’t think we’ll be
recommending any per-
sonnel cuts,” Johnson
added.

Another issue FISD
will keep a close eye on
is whether to establish
an Early College High
School program.

TheEarly College High
School program would
allow students to take

college credit courses as
early as their freshman
year in high school. Stu-
dents in the program
could conceivably grad-
uate high school with
either an associate’s de-
gree in academics or vo-
cational certification in
workforce training.
School trustees dis-
cussed the idea at
their December board
meeting, but Johnson
described those dis-

cussions and strictly in-
formational in nature.
“We still have a lot
of questions about the
program,” he said. “We
don’t even know if we
would qualify for it ... If
we didn’t, we’d probably
have to partner with one
of the other school dis-
tricts in our area, like
Big Spring or Coahoma.
“But even if we don’t
qualify, I think we've
seen enough in re-

searching the program
... that we can come up
with some great ideas
that would be positive
for our students,” John-
son added.

Finally, FISD and
Technology Director
Shaun McVickers are
conducting a review of
the district’s computer
policy with an eye to-
ward allowing students
greater access to porta-
ble devices such as lap-

tops or I-Pads.

“We’re looking at
those policies now ...
and we will determine
what would be the prop-
er use of that technolgy
that would best benefit
our teachers and stu-
dents.”

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 235 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

COUNCIL
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tween $800,000 and
$800,500 a year for the
water project’s debt ser-
vice and approximately

$800,000 to $850,000
annually for the EDC to
operate on.

And while the council
was willing to offer its
support for sending the
issue before the voters
in 2012, it wasn’t with-
out a fair dose of cau-
tion.

“l have to question
whether or not it’s wise
to use the EDC for all of
the funding,” District
6 Councilman Terry
Hansen said in Decem-
ber. “My hope would be
that we wouldn’t take so
much out ofthe EDC that

we would cripple our
economic development
opportunities. Maybe
we can do some of it
from savings and some
of it from other sources,
if the voters should ap-
prove it. I think we have
to keep in mind the EDC
has either brought in
our retained more than
500 jobs in the last three
years, and I hope we
don’t cripple their ef-
forts activities.”
District 4 Council-
woman Gloria McDon-
ald said during the
previous meeting she’d
like to see an effort on
the city’s part to secure
state funding, possibly
through grants, to help
fund the project.
“Everybody is in a wa-
ter crunch right now,”
McDonald said. “I'm

hearing more and more
there may be some mon-
ey out there in the form
of grants. I think that’s
something we need to
look into before we take
all of the funding from
one place. I don’t want
us to cripple any one
institution because in
two or three years some-
thing else will break
and we’ll have to find
the money somewhere
else. Eventually, we’ll
run out of places to take
it from.”

Duncan was adamant
during the December
meeting the city
which has been cited
repeated by the Texas
Department on Envi-
ronmental Quality for
failing to meet mini-
mum water standards
during the past year —

will have to make the
repairs and upgrades,
it’s simply a question of
how to pay for them.
“We have three op-
tions to pay for this.
The first is to divert the
money from sales tax,”
Duncan said. “With
this, there’s no cost in-
crease to the citizens,
and in these financial
times I think that’s im-
portant. The second op-
tion is to raise property
taxes, and we would be
looking at somewhere
around 15 and 18 cents
per $100, which would
take our tax rate up
significantly. The third
option is to raise water
rates, and , as i think
everyone recognizes,
we just doubled the base
rate on water for our cit-
izens. There are people

CVB

Continued from Page 1

to encourage and sup-
port many organiza-
tions and events that
take place in Big
Spring,” she said.

One more goal for 2012
is to expand the use
of the Roy Anderson
Sports Complex for a

variety of tournaments,
she added.

“Youth sports tourna-
ments draw lots of out
of town traffic and are
great generators of rev-
enue for our tax base,”
Wegman said.

One challenge Weg-
man does predict will
be the ability to provide
hotel rooms for travels.
At this point, hotels are
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being booked to capac-
ity and it looks like the
trend will continue into
2012.

To find out more
about events in Big
Spring, contact the CVB

at 263-8235.

Contact Staff Writer
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail
atlife@bigspringherald.
com
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who are really strug-
gling to meet that, and
for us to come back and
ask to go up another $7
on that, or, in my mind,
to up any on that, is just
too much.”

Tuesday’s meeting is
expected to get under
way at 5:30 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers,
located at 307 E. Fourth
Street. Fore more in-
formation call 264-2401.
Also, a complete copy of
the meeting agenda can
be found online at www.
mybigspring.com

F= == == = bl
|

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE
AND RESTAURANT

|

|

|
$1.00 Off Adults |
50¢ Off Children
Sunday Only |

11-3 Buffet or '

Any Entree $7.95 or above :
|

|

|

1 Coupon Per Person
I Must Be Presented For Discount

] Expires 1-31-12
229211

| T i Bl

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

2012
Calendars
are here.

P e = = = -

jDragon China BuffetI
1300 Gregg 268-8888

| I
151,00 |
I n Off Per Adult |
-500ff Per Child |
I
I
I

|
| Up to 10 People

| (NOT FOR CARRYOUT)
|

EXP. 1/31/12

229210
o

BIG
SPRING

432-263-7331

HERALD

www.BigSpringHerald.com
Rich History, Big Possibilities — Big Spring, Texas

Missed Your Paper:

Tony Hernandez

(Main Switchboard) 432-263-7331
(Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-6p.m.
432-264-7205 (Fax) Sun. 8a.m.-10a.m.)
Ron Midkiff Publisher... Ext. 250
Bill McClellan Managing Editor... Ext. 230
Rick Nune; Advertising Manager... Ext. 229
Robert Smith Circulation Manager... Ext. 252

Production Manager... Ext. 256

Press.

Spring, Texas.
USPS 1431-48

Howard; $18.33 elsewhere.

The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association, West Texas Press
Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The Associated

Published afternoons Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings, except
July 4, Memorial Day, Labor Day and Christmas Day, except if
Christmas Day falls on a Sunday. All materials copyrighted.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.O.
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big

USPS 0055-940
BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $8.85 monthly; $95.58 yearly
(includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $14.58 monthly

ISSN 0746-6811




4

WIRE

Bic SpRING HERALD
Monday, January 9, 2012

News in brief

Iran convicts American of working

for CIA, sentences him to death

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — An Iranian court has con-
victed an American man of working for the CIA
and sentenced him to death, state radio reported
Monday, in a case adding to the accelerating ten-
sion between the United States and Iran.

Iran charges that as a former U.S. Marine, Amir
Mirzaei Hekmati received special training and
served at U.S. military bases in Iraq and Afghani-
stan before heading to Iran for his alleged intelli-
gence mission. The radio report did not say when
the verdict was issued. Under Iranian law, he has
20 days to appeal.

The 28-year-old former military translator was
born in Arizona and graduated from high school in
Michigan. His family is of Iranian origin. His fa-
ther, a professor at a community college in Flint,
Michigan, has said his son is not a CIA spy and was
visiting his grandmothers in Iran when he was ar-
rested.

His trial took place as the U.S. announced new,
tougher sanctions against Iran over its nuclear pro-
gram, which Washington believes Tehran is using
to develop a possible atomic weapons capability.

Iran, which says it only seeks nuclear reactors
for energy and research, has sharply increased its
threats and military posturing against stronger
pressures, including the U.S. sanctions targeting
Iran’s Central Bank in attempts to complicate its
ability to sell oil.

Recovering Rep. Giffords leads

Tucson shooting remembrance

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — After a year of struggling
to re-learn how to walk and speak, U.S. Rep. Gabri-
elle Giffords confidently climbed the steps on an
outdoor stage on Sunday and led a crowd of hun-
dreds in the Pledge of Allegiance, her words ring-
ing out on a cold Tucson night just one year after
she survived a gunshot to the head.

The remembrance at the University of Arizona
culminated a day of events, some filled with sad-
ness and regret, others with hope and joy.

Many wept at an afternoon event as two 10-year-
olds remembered their best friend, Christina-Tay-
lor Green, who was killed in the Jan. 8, 2011 shoot-
ing, along with five others.

Some danced in celebration after Giffords’ hus-
band, former astronaut Mark Kelly, told the crowd
at the candlelight vigil that the 13 survivors who
emerged from the shooting showed that “alongside
human frailty there is also strength.”

And they chanted — “Gabby! Gabby! — when Gif-
fords limped to the podium, and, after months of in-
tensive speech therapy, recited the pledge with the
audience, head held high and a smile on her face as
she punched each word.

Time running short to stop

Romney in New Hampshire

MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) — Time is running
short for Mitt Romney’s Republican presidential
rivals to derail him — at least in New Hampshire.

On the final full day of campaigning before Tues-
day’s first-in-the-nation primary, the GOP front-
runner’s opponents — and fiercest critics — were
to make final appeals to Republican voters unen-
thused with the idea of the former Massachusetts
governor as the party’s nominee.

The candidates were all but tripping over each
other Monday, concentrating their appearances
in the southern half of the state known for hold-
ing town-hall style meetings in real town halls.
Romney, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich and Jon
Huntsman all planned to visit Nashua at some point
during the day. Hudson, Bedford, Manchester, Do-
ver, Salem and Concord also proved to be popular
stops, with at least two candidates planning events
in each.

Knocking Romney off his perch before Tuesday
won’t be easy.
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He has spent the better part of two years essen-
tially adopting the state as his own and now holds a
comfortable lead in pre-primary polls as his rivals
essentially battle for second place.

For Gingrich, a strategy of

sharper attacks on Romney

SALEM, N.H. (AP) — Mitt Romney is a timid Mas-
sachusetts moderate, a flip-flopper on abortion and
gun rights. As governor, he raised taxes and even
tried to hike fees on the blind. Also, Romney is a
liar full of “pious baloney” — according to Newt
Gingrich.

The former House speaker left his nice-guy ap-
proach to presidential campaigning in the corn-
fields of Jowa, where Romney’s allies smacked him
with a series of negative ads that helped knock
Gingrich out of contention in the state’s leadoff
caucuses.

Plowing through New Hampshire before Tues-
day’s primary, Gingrich is indulging an innate
sharp edge that has won him attention — and en-
emies — from his days as a back-bencher in the
House in the 1980s. Now as always, he risks nicking
himself in the process.

“Gingrich is doing it the way you shouldn’t,
which is a mean, nasty, transparently negative at-
tack on Mitt Romney,” says Michael Dennehy, the
political director for Sen. John McCain’s presiden-
tial campaign four years ago. “It comes across to
everyone now. It helps Mitt Romney’s opponents.
It’s not going to help him.”

Some New Hampshire voters are pushing back.

GOP voters ask about online piracy,

states’ rights, arrested citizens, jobs

WINDHAM, N.H. (AP) — Judging from the presi-
dential forums being held all over New Hampshire
ahead of Tuesday’s Republican primary, the big-
gest threats to America appear to be online piracy,
an insidious United Nations and “crony capital-
ism.”

Rick Santorum, for instance, fielded questions
for 48 minutes from a crowd of 600 in Windham on
Thursday before anyone mentioned jobs, the issue
that’s supposed to dominate the 2012 elections. He
got a dozen questions before that, including two
about alleged U.N. subversion of U.S. sovereignty,
one each about states’ rights and Judeo-Christian
values, and two about a treaty to “stop online pi-
racy.”

Iowa and New Hampshire — small, largely rural
and overwhelmingly white — both have unemploy-
ment rates far below the national average of 8.5 per-
cent. It may help explain their voters’ interest in
non-economic issues. And it may leave the states
a bit out of touch with the anxieties afflicting so
much of the country.

Many Iowa and New Hampshire residents care
deeply about jobs, of course. And former Massa-
chusetts Gov. Mitt Romney tends to get economic-
related questions more often than do the socially
conservative Santorum and the libertarian-leaning
Ron Paul, a congressman from Texas.

But particularly in New Hampshire — the “Live
Free or Die” state, which has no income tax or sales
tax — the Republican presidential debate is deeply
colored by issues that would leave many financial-
ly strapped Americans scratching their heads. It
might not matter much in the long run. But it con-
ceivably could give President Barack Obama’s al-
lies a chance to paint the GOP as out of touch with
average Americans.

Nigerians begin strike,

paralyzing nation

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Normally bustling streets
were empty as labor unions began a paralyzing na-
tional strike Monday in oil-rich Nigeria, angered
by soaring fuel prices and decades of government
corruption.

The strike’s power became clear as the sun rose

Monday in Nigeria’s commercial capital of Lagos,
where typically clogged roads stood mostly empty
as trade unions set up informal roadblocks. Local
gang members attacked cars of those still driving
in spite of the strike.

More than 1,000 protesters gathered at a public
park ahead of planned mass demonstration, wav-
ing placards bearing an effigy of President Good-
luck Jonathan with devil horns and fanged teeth
and showing him pumping fuel at a gas station.

Gas prices have risen from $1.70 per gallon (45
cents per liter) to at least $3.50 per gallon (94 cents
per liter) since a government fuel subsidy ended on
Jan. 1 at the orders of Jonathan’s administration.
That spurred a spike in prices for food and trans-
portation across a nation of more than 160 million
people, most of whom live on less than $2 a day.

While lawmakers on Sunday rebuked the presi-
dent’s decision, the unions said they would contin-
ue their strike.

Bus crashes on icy

Montana interstate, killing 2

MISSOULA, Mont. (AP) — Eight people remained
in serious or critical condition after their bus
crashed on an icy interstate highway in southwest-
ern Montana, killing two people and injuring the 32
others on board, officials said.

The westbound Rimrock Trailways bus crashed
on Interstate 90 about a mile west of Clinton, 18
miles southeast of Missoula, shortly after 7 a.m.
Sunday, Dan Ronan of the American Bus Associa-
tion said.

Those suffering the worst injuries appeared to
have been ejected when the bus slid on its side and
bounced, breaking out the windows on the driver’s
side. Three people were pinned under the bus.
Montana Highway Patrol Sgt. Scott Hoffman said
the driver was among the seriously injured.

He said the estimated speed of the bus was 65 to
70 mph, and that it slid 150 feet when it entered the
median, though it’s unclear how long it might have
been out of control before that.

“When it went on its side, because of the speed
involved, it had a bouncing motion,” Hoffman said.
“And as it did people were ejected through those
windows.”

Crews demolish 20-story former

Prudential Building in Houston

HOUSTON (AP) — It didn’t take long — mere sec-
onds, in fact — to create a new hole in the skyline
of Houston’s medical district.

Demolition crews used high explosives to implode
the 20-story former Prudential Building that had
been a landmark of the district landscape south-
west of downtown Houston since 1952.

The crews had planned initially to touch off the
explosives shortly before 8 a.m. Sunday, but dense
fog delayed the series of blasts until 11:15 a.m.

The Prudential Insurance Co. of America built
the 500,000-square-foot skyscraper to serve as its
southwest regional headquarters. The M.D. Ander-
son Cancer Center bought the building in 1974 and
made it the center’s main building in 1980 before
vacating and closing the building in April 2010.

Fox says negotiations to keep

Seacrest on ‘Idol’ have been tough

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — Both Fox and Ryan
Seacrest say they want Seacrest to stay as host of
“American Idol” after this year. Whether that will
happen was unclear Sunday even as both sides pro-
moted this month’s launch of the 11th season of the
country’s most popular television show.

“It’s a tough negotiation and one that will come to
conclusion, I think, pretty quickly,” Fox Entertain-
ment President Kevin Reilly said.

Seacrest is not signed beyond this season and
is also involved in talks with corporate owners of
NBC Universal, where he has a contract at E! En-
tertainment.

Texas electoral maps at issue before Supreme Court

WASHINGTON (AP)
— A federal law says
states and localities with
a history of discrimi-
nation cannot change
any voting procedures
without first getting ap-
proval from the Justice
Department or a federal

223807

Now Available at the

Big Spring Herald
110 Scurey - 432-263-1331

$2.50 fee on pre-paid packages

court in Washington.
Yet Texas is asking the
Supreme Court to allow
the use of new, unap-
proved electoral dis-
tricts in this year’s vot-
ing for Congress and the
state Legislature.

The outcome of the
high court case, to be ar-
gued Monday afternoon,
could be another blow
to a key provision of the
Voting Rights Act. In
2009, the justices raised
doubts about whether
Southern states still

should need approval
in advance of voting
changes more than 40
years after the law was

enacted.

The case also might
help determine the bal-
ance of power in the
House of Representa-
tives in 2013, with Re-
publicans in a stronger
position if the court al-
lows Texas to use elec-
toral districts drawn
by the GOP-dominated
Legislature.

The complicated legal
fight over Texas’ politi-
cal maps arises from the
state’s population gain
of more than 4 million
people, most of them La-
tino or African-Ameri-
can, in the 2010 census,
and involves federal
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district courts in Texas
and Washington, as well
as the Supreme Court. It
has come to a head now
because Texas needs
to be able to use some
maps to hold elections
this year.

The state has so far
failed to persuade three
judges in Washing-
ton, including two ap-
pointees of Republican
President George W.
Bush, to sign off on new
political maps adopted
by the Legislature. The
justices jumped into the
case at Texas’ request
after judges in San An-
tonio who are hearing a
lawsuit filed by minority
groups drew their own
political lines for use in
the 2012 elections.

Republican lawmak-
ers in Austin, the Texas
capital, did what major-
ity parties in statehous-
es across the country
do when given such an
opportunity: They made
the most of it.
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HOUSTON (AP) — Andre
Johnson hugged his coach
at the end of Houston’s first
playoff victory — a moment a
decade in the making.

“This is something not just
for me, but for the whole or-
ganization,” the Texans star
receiver said. “It’s a very spe-
cial feeling. That’s probably
the most I've smiled in a long
time.”

As well he should.

Johnson, the face of this 10-
year old franchise, scored on
a 40-yard pass that powered
the Texans to a 31-10 victory
over the bungling Cincinnati
Bengals on Saturday in an
AFC wild-card game.

Johnson had plenty of
help, too, from rookies J.J.
Watt and T.J. Yates to run-

ning back Arian Foster’s two
touchdowns and 153 yards.

Watt came through with a
leaping interception return
for a touchdown late in the
first half, Yates threw a pin-
point pass to Johnson in the
third quarter and Foster fol-
lowed with his second touch-
down — a 42-yard run in the
fourth quarter — to finish off
the Bengals (9-8).

Houston will play at Bal-
timore (12-4) next Sunday, a
rematch of a regular-season
game won by the Ravens.

“I’m just very proud of all
the guys, and the job they
did,” Texans coach Gary Ku-
biak said. “Hopefully, there
are some more to come.”

The Bengals were in the
playoffs for the third time in

seven seasons, but haven’t
advanced since beating the
Houston Oilers following the
1990 season. They were done
in this time by mistakes and
a lack of pass protection.

“We have to get beyond
this,” Bengals coach Marvin
Lewis said. “We play ina very
difficult division. We have to
win games in the division,
that is important and it sets
up opportunities like this, all
the time.”

Watt returned the first of
rookie Andy Dalton’s three
interceptions 29 yards for a
score that broke a 10-all tie
with 52 seconds left in the
half. It sent the full house of
71,725 fans at Reliant Stadium
into a frenzy, and the Texans
into the locker room with all

the momentum.

“You can see that they were
all so proud of their team,”
Houston owner Bob McNair
said of the team’s long-suffer-
ing fans. “We want to have a
team everybody can be proud
of and want to feel an attach-
ment to. I think they have
that.”

Dalton was 24 of 42 for 257
yards, while Yates was 11 of
20 for 159 yards in the first
playoff game in the Super
Bowl era matching two rook-
ie quarterbacks. Foster’s first
TD was an 8-yard run in the
first quarter.

The Texans’ second-ranked
defense had its best perfor-
mance in several weeks, sack-
ing Dalton a season-high four
times. Houston also forced

Texans win first ever playoff game

four turnovers.

“We got back to our type of
football,” Kubiak said, “and
that was the key.”

Houston used six draft
picks on defensive players.
The Texans took Watt with
the 11th overall pick, a cor-
nerstone for the reconstruc-
tion of the defense. He started
all 16 games and led the team
with 13 tackles for loss.

But he’d never picked off a
pass.

Watt saw this one coming,
measuring his jump when
Dalton dropped back and
snatching the ball with both
hands. He sprinted to the end
zone as the capacity crowd

See TEXANS, Page 10

AP file photo
Drew Brees and the New Orleans Saints will face San
Francisco in the second round of the NFL playoffs
Saturday

saints ‘Brees’ past Lions

METAIRIE (AP) — The New
Orleans Saints are still unde-
feated at home and have lost
just three times all season. So,
it might be a bit of nitpicking
to say the road could be a po-
tential downfall.

“You win 13, 14 games now,
and you’re trying to find some-
thing,” coach Sean Payton
said Sunday. “When you start
playing well on the road and
home, you're probably a bet-
ter team and we’ve been able
to do that. This will be a good
challenge for us. Not just play-
ing on the road, but traveling
west.”

After beating Detroit 45-28
in the Superdome in the NFC
wild-card round, the Saints
will travel to No. 2 seed San
Francisco for their game next
Saturday. And of New Or-
leans’ three road losses this
season, two were on natural
grass, the surface they’ll play
on at Candlestick Park, where

the 49ers went 7-1.

“I think the Tampa Bay and
St. Louis losses really helped
us prepare ourselves on the
road,” wide receiver Robert
Meachem said.

The Saints, though, will
have history against them.

Never has New Orleans
won a road playoff game, the
neutral-site 2010 Super Bowl
notwithstanding. The Saints
have lost twice at Chicago,
at Minnesota and at Seattle,
which came in last season’s
wild-card round.

As for the team’s road strug-
gles this season, they provide
a cautionary tale.

They had to come from be-
hind to beat Carolina 30-27 on
Oct. 9. A week later, the Saints
lost at Tampa Bay 26-20, failing
to convert a scoring chance in
the final minutes when quar-
terback Drew Brees threw an
interception in the end zone.

Then on Oct. 30, the Saints

lost to then-winless Rams 31-
21 in St. Louis.

New Orleans was twice
forced to hold off late-surging
opponents, winning 26-23 in
overtime at Atlanta and 22-
17 at Tennessee on a red-zone
stand that ended with a sack
at the Saints 8.

In all, the Saints’ five lowest-
scoring games have come on
the road, three of the five com-
ing outside.

Knowing that, Payton will
change up the schedule this
time. After normally traveling
on Saturday for road games,
the Saints will leave for San
Francisco two days prior to
the game, going on Thursday
after practice and then par-
ticipating in a Friday walk-
through at Candlestick Park.

The idea is to give the play-
ers a day to acclimate to the
two-hour time difference
while also getting a feel for the
field.

Tim Tebow leads Broncos to 0T win

DENVER (AP) — One
of the most storied NFL
playoff teams ran into a
rejuvenated Tim Tebow
and the Denver Broncos.

Sorry, Pittsburgh Steel-
ers.

The magic is back.

Tebow connected with
Demaryius Thomas on
an electrifying 80-yard
touchdown pass on the
first play of overtime and
the Broncos defeated the
stunned Steelers 29-23 in
the AFC wild-card game
on Sunday. Wild doesn’t
begin to describe it. The
play took 11 seconds and
was the quickest ending
to an overtime in NFL
history.

Thomashauledinahigh
play-action pass at the
Denver 38, stiff-armed Ike
Taylor and then outraced
Ryan Mundy to the end
zone. Tebow, who looked
as startled as everyone

else, headed for his own
end zone and knelt on one
knee — a gesture known
far and wide these days
as Tebowing. Then he
pounded a fist in triumph
and took a victory lap.

Behind Tebow’s 316
yards passing, the Bron-
cos (9-8) are heading to
New England for a sec-
ond-round game against
the top-seeded Patriots on
Saturday night.

The Steelers (12-5) lost
despite Ben Roethlis-
berger rallying injury-de-
pleted Pittsburgh from a
two-touchdown halftime
deficit with 10 points in
the final 10 minutes.

Pittsburgh called tails
for the overtime coin toss,
and it came up heads.
Tebow, who engineered
five fourth-quarter come-
backs and three OT wins
in the regular season,
wasted no time in finding

Thomas to end the game.
Mundy was playing in
place of Ryan Clark, the
Steelers’ leading tackler
who sat this one out be-
cause of a blood condition
that’s exacerbated at alti-
tude.

Clark was one of sev-
eral Steelers sidelined or
injured. Pro Bowl center
Maurkice Pouncey was
out, replaced by Doug
Legursky, who had a bad
snapright before halftime
that moved Pittsburgh
out of field goal range.

After Thomas raced
down the Broncos side-
line, sending the crowd,
including Broncos execu-
tive vice president John
Elway, into a frenzy at
Sports Authority Field,
which was rocking like
the old Mile High Stadi-
um back in the 1990s.

And Elway, the archi-
tect of so many those

magical moments at the
old place, jumped for joy
in his suite.

The Patriots walloped
the Broncos 41-23 last
month, sending Tebow
into a funk that included
seven turnovers and a 40
percent completion clip
— and prompting Elway
to implore him to “pull
the trigger” in the play-
offs.

Did he ever.

Tebow completed 10
of 21 passes but Thomas
hauled in four of them for
204 yards after his top tar-
get, Eric Decker, was lost
to a left knee injury on
the first play of the sec-
ond quarter when he was
hit by linebacker James
Harrison.

Tebow also ran 10 times
for 50 yards and capped

See TEBOW, Page 10

AP file photo
Tim Tebow led the Denver Broncos to a
29-23 overtime victory over Pittsburgh in
Denver Saturday.

Falcons fall hard as Giants dominate Sunday

EAST RUTHERFORD
(AP) — All the missing
pieces — defense and
a running game — are
aligning at the right
time for Eli Manning
and the New York Gi-
ants. And just in time to
play the Packers.

After routing the At-
lanta Falcons 24-2 Sun-
day in the NFC wild-
card game, the Giants
head to Green Bay next
weekend, a place where
they will need all the
help they can muster.

Manning carried the
Giants (10-7) for much of
the season, hoping the
defense would get stin-
gy, the pass rush would
materialize and the run-
ning game would get on
track. Now, all of that is
happening.

“A great mix of run
and pass and these guys
have a great under-
standing of what our of-
fense is,” Manning said
of the help he’s receiv-
ing. “If we can get that
run game going like we

did in the second half,
that opens up a lot of
windows.”

And if the defense re-
mains impenetrable,
watch out.

“If we can play de-
fense like that, we will
continue to make our-
selves heard in this
tournament,” coach
Tom Coughlin said.

Manning  punctuat-
ed his best pro season
by throwing for three
touchdowns and scram-
bling for a 14-yard gain

that woke up New York’s
offense in its first post-
season victory since its
Super Bowl upset of un-
defeated New England
four years ago. Next up
is as big a challenge: the
defending champion
Packers (15-1), who won
here 38-35 in December.

“We know they are a
good team,” Manning
said. “We played them
tough here, did some
good things here, we
scored some points.
We know offensively

we are going to have to
play strong, score some
points.”

The team that couldn’t
run the ball will be
sprinting there, bring-
ing along a defense the
Packers actually might
fear. Not to mention the
passing offense led by
Manning, who hooked
up on a 72-yard catch
and run by Hakeem
Nicks in the third quar-
ter that put away the in-
ept Falcons (10-7). Man-
ning also connected on a

4-yard TD with Nicks in
the second period, and
a 27-yard TD throw to
Mario Manningham in
the fourth quarter that
finished it off.

The Giants’ last post-
season trip to frigid
Lambeau Field was a 23-
20 overtime victory for
the NFC championship
two weeks before they
upset the Patriots.

“Cold, I remember
that. I remember coach

See GIANTS, Page 10
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MEXICAN FOOD catering
service, guaranteed authentic
dishes to choose from gourmet
to simple...fair prices. Orders
from 10 or more... Call
(714)464-9112.

Help Wanted

'HERALD

APPLICATIONS for a Sports
Editor/Writer are being ac-
cepted at the Big Spring
Herald. The full-time position
requires coverage of sporting
events involving high school
and junior college teams and
individuals. It requires some-
one who can build a rapport
among coaches, booster clubs
and others. Experience in Pho-
toshop, Word and InDesign are
preferred.  Applicants  must
have reliable transportation,
reside or be willing to relocate
in Howard County and must be
able to type. A Dbenefits
package is available.
Send resumes to
Ron Midkiff, publisher
P.0. Box 1431
Big Spring TX, 79720
or fax to
432-264-7205
Resumes may also be
emailed to
publisher@bigspringherald.com
or
editor@bigspringherald.com

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a
national  agricultural-chemical
company, has an immediate
opening for spray applicator
driver. Class A- CDL license
and farm experience helpful;
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and
outstanding compensation and
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter
Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug
screen required.
EOE
M/F/V/H

ARE vyou interested in a
Rewarding Nursing Career?
Parkview Nursing and Rehabili-
tation is now seeking a
Charge Nurse that is moti-
vated, caring and loves the
elderly. Competitive pay,
benefits and great family
working enviroment. You may
apply on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net or in
person at 3200 Parkway.

ATTENTION:
Universal Well Service
5212 E. IH 20
South Service Rd.
Under New & Complete
Management
Now hiring experienced work
over rig hands, operators,
derricks & floors. Valid drivers
Lic. required. Also experienced
vac. truck, pump truck & winch
truck drivers. Valid CDL Lic.
required, good pay, insurance,
benefits & uniforms.

Day phone 432-264-0775.

AUTO BODY Painter needed.
Please apply in person at Pat
Gray Body Works 700 North
Owens.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:

* Crew Tech

Must have valid Texas Drivers
License, will train, Come by
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-

BIG SPRING

plication. No phone calls
please.
DR. DAVID Long MD, is

seeking a recptionist. Please
come by for interview.
Location is 910 Main St.,
phone # is 432-714-4650.

BUFFALO COUNTRY GRILL
taking applications for Sales
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone
Calls.

CDL DRIVERS needed for
Vacuum Truck Service based
out of Lenorah. Starts at
$15/hr, Flexible  schedule!
Clean driving record. For more
information call (432)816-6578.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is
seeking Owner-operators with
a Class A CDL. Must be 23
years, X endorsement with one
year tractor trailer experience.
For More Information, Call
877-314-0700 between
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a
$2000.00
Sign On Bonus!
We are now hiring drivers to
deliver petroleum products in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat
and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer
experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday
Please contact
1-888-527-7221

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver
with CDL with Tank & Hazmat
Endorsement for Big Spring
and surrounding areas. Good
Family and Employee Health
Benefits. Must be self moti-
vated. Call (325)226-5209.

DRIVERS NEEDED

Professional Transportation,
Inc. is seeking local drivers for
7-passenger mini-vans in the

Big Spring, TX area. Drug
screen, driving record, and
criminal  background  check

required. 1-800-471-2440
www.professional
transportationinc.com
EOE

DRIVERS WANTED. Find out
why our average length of
driver employment is 9 years.
Reagent Chemical, a family
owned company is dedicated
to providing great service to
our customers and taking care
of our employees, is currently
hiring professional drivers in
Stanton, Texas. Requirements
include Class A CDL with Tank
and Hazmat endorsements.
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1
year tanker experience. Paid
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family
health & dental insurance with
no premium contribution by the
employee. 401K with company
match plus profit sharing.
Company paid life insurance,
short and long term disability,
additional life and disability is
available thru group coverage.
Up to 10 days vacation starting
first year plus 10 paid holidays.
Uniforms provided. Call
432-458-3446 or
432-661-4079.

SEEKING LINE walker for
natural gas processing plant
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must
have valid Texas drivers li-
cense and be able to pass drug
screening. Must be physically
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send
resume to: Plant Supervisor,
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma,
TX 79511 or email
mwcol@wtggas.com or fax
432-399-4290.

Rolling Plains Memorial Hospital,
Sweetwater, TX
is currently seeking a full-time Radiology
Technologist 11 p.m. - 7 a.m. Monday - Friday.
Cross training available in CT. Must have current
ARRT or registry eligible and TDH certified.
R.P.M.H. offers excellent salary and benefits.
Application online at RPMH.net
or contact H.R. Director
at 235-1701, ext. 222.
EOE

229704

BASIC

@ ENERGY SERVICES
Due to our growth, we have a
continuing need in the Big
Spring field office for:
Vacuum Truck Drivers
We offer competitive pay;
401(k) with company match;
affordable medical, dental, and
life insurance; paid time off
based on length of service; and
paid holidays.
To learn more about specific
opportunities, visit our Big
Spring location
at: Basic Energy Services
2206 North Highway 87
Big Spring, Texas 79721

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

FAST GROWING company
seeking RN or LVN for Medi-
care home visits. Call
(432)570-8880 for application.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed
REQUIRES:

Class A CDL with Haz-Mat
2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits
$500.00 Sign-On Bonus.
FMI:
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

HIRING EXPERIENCED CDL
drivers.  1-2 yrs experience
required, with clean driving
record. Pay DOE. Health, vi-
sion, and dental insurance
100% paid! Apply in person:
9400 South Service Road.,
Coahoma, TX.

IMMEDIATE KITCHEN Help
needed. Must be Neat in
Appearance. Honest and
Dependable. Inquire at Wagon
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No
phone call Please!

Join our professional cleaning
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement
opportunities. We provide paid
training, all necessary supplies
& uniform. Must have own
transportation & speak English.
All cleaners are drug tested &
background checked. Bonded
and insured. Call J. Williams
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F 8-4.

LOOKING for an experienced
operator for a double-single
pulling unit. We work on our
own wells here in Howard
County. Competitive pay. Call
(432)517-0250 for more info..

NOW HIRING Diesel Mechanic
and Operators for Backhoe,
Forklift, Belly Dump, Vacuum
Truck & Pump Truck. MUST
have CDL. Please apply at
4205 N. Hwy. 87

PART-TIME MAINT Tech
needed for property in Big
Spring. Applicant must have
strong organizational skills and
enjoy working outdoors. 20
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax
resume to (432)264-1761.

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST
BE AVAILABLE DAYS,
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702
GREGG.

PIZZA INN
NOW  HIRING DELIVERY
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE

CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST.
MAKE UP TO $12.00 PER
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON
AT 1702 GREGG.

POWER RESOURCES LTD.,
operated by Falcon Power
Operating Company, an indi-
rect subsidiary of CalEnergy
Generation is seeking a skilled
Instrument/Electrical Techni-
cian for our Big Spring, Texas

facility.

Duties include skilled electrical
and process instrumentation
work, including installing,
maintaining, repairing,
precision/process  control in-
strumentation systems, AC

and DC electrical systems to
include low, medium and high
voltage distribution systems.

Employment is contingent upon
passing physical and drug
screening and business unit
requirements. For complete job
descriptions and to apply
online, go to the career page at
www.calenergy.com and
search “Available Positions”.

An Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer committed to diversity.

RUSSELL CELLULAR in Big
Spring Texas is hiring for the
positions of Store Manager and
Wireless Sales Representative.
To learn more about Russell
Cellular and to apply please
visit: www.careerbuilder

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Diriver,
Roustabout Pushers and
Helpers. Must have valid
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W 120 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS
Needed for Hospital Federal
Inmate Protection detail. All
positions are Part-time and
PRN.

Physical Requirements: Must
be in general good health and
vision must be correctable to
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye.
The ability to distinguish basic
colors is required. Emotional
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be
able to pass State and Federal

Backgrounds and Credit
Checks.
Experience Requirements:

One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or
coast guard which involved
significant  performance  of
guard duty of detainees or
prisoners; or the equivalent
experience in a federal, state,
or local government, or private
organization which involved
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses
such as corrections or police
science may be substituted for
experience at the ratio of two
hours of instructions for one
hour of experience.

Apply at Workforce Center
(1001 Birdwell Ln., Howard
College- Charles Warren BId.
106), KEYWORD: PARAGON.
EOE.

Seeking Experienced
Sitters/CNA’s to work for Pri-
vate Duty Clients. Hourly Rate.
Call: 1-800-201-5904 All shifts
available. E.O.E.

The BEST WESTERN Hotel in
Big Spring is looking to Afill
Housekeeping Positions. Both
full-time and part-time positions
are available. Apply at 915
Lamesa Hwy..

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a

national  agricultural-chemical
company, has an immediate
opening for an experienced

truck driver. This position will
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift,
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment
and outstanding compensation
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter,
Stanton, Texas
Pre-employment

drug screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train
for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available CALL
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 800-335-9129.

ALLIED HEALTH CAREER
TRAINING - Attend College
100% online. Job placement
assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified.
SCHEV certified. Call
1-800-491-8370;
www.CenturaOnline.com

DISCOUNT CRUISES! Carni-
val, Royal Caribbean, Disney
Cruise Line etc.

Group Discounts, Family Reun-
ions, Weddings, Company
Meetings. Disney Vacations.
Book Now and Save!
1-877-319-4097
www.NationwideCruise.co

DRIVERS: CDLTRAINING-
NOW.COM is NOW Accepting
Applications for Driver Train-
ees. 16-Day Company Spon-
sored CDL Training Program.
NO Experience or Credit Re-
quired. Great Pay & Benefits.
1-800-991-7531 Ad # 3120
www.CDLTrainingNow.com

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Earn $12 - $48 per hour / NO
Experience

Full Benefits / PAID Training
1-866-477-4953 Ext. 108

NOW HIRING!!!

WESTERN BANK is seeking
An experienced
Executive Assistant
Excellent customer service
skills and a willingness to work
extensively with the public is
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan
documents. Should be skilled
in Word and Excel. Job duties
will include loan processing,
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other
secretarial duties. Legal
Background preferred but not

required. Salary is DOE.
Western Bank is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. Please
send resume to P.O. Box

2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or
email to hr@thebank.net.

Items for Sale

2 RECLINERS, Glider and
Sleeper Sofa, All like New. Call
(432)268-9489.

FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood.
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00
Half Cord. Delivered and
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or
512-913-7406.

National Ads

"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes,
Bulldozers, Trackhoes. Local
job placement asst. Start dig-
ging dirt Now. 866-362-6497.

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down
Payment. Call NOwW!
1-800-817-6272.

20 ACRES-LIVE On Land
NOW! Only $99/mo. $0 Down,
Owner Financing, NO CREDIT
CHECKS! Near ElI Paso,
Texas, Beautiful  Mountain

Views! FREE Color Brochure.
1-800-755-8953
www.SunsetRanches.com

GET YOUR DEGREE ONLINE
- *Medical, *Business, *Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified.
800-509-5085
www.CenturaOnline.com

PREGNANT? CONSIDER
Adoption -A Loving alternative.
Wonderful couples to choose
from. Call for pics/information;
choose your baby's family and
future. Expenses Paid.
1-866-236-7638 24/7

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted -
Best Pay and Home Time!
Apply Online Today over 750
Companies! One Application,
Hundreds of Offers!
www.HammerLanedJobs.com

FREE TO good home- (6) pup-
pies, 2 months old, no shots,
Cocker Spaniel/  Chihuahua
mixed. (1) White long hair
Chihuahua, and (5) females or
males- Cocker Spaniels and
Chihuahua. (12) Dogs, that
need new homes. Please call
432-816-7555.

Real Estate for Rent

1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq. Ft.
building. Two overhead doors,
large office, restroom, $600 a
month. $600 deposit.
432-213-2319.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month.
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath,
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport.
Very Nice. $1250 month.
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm

Homes, 24Hr. maintenance,
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher,
Washer/dryer connections,

also 1 & 2 bdrm Apts, avail-
able, (432)263-3461-Rosa.

OWNER FINANCE- 409 John-
son 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1400 sq ft..
Nice backyard with bonus
room. $35,000.00. Call
325-277-4923.
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PEECIRIC

Richard Mozen j License $173630

m.-12 p.m Sal

Master Electrician

Texas Electrical 0
Contractor License £2549%

Phone: {432) 264-6261

$55.60 Per Month

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.

(off 11th Place Extension)
Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000
CALL

264-0623

230477

"Blg Dog Grooming”
Let us pamper your
R Pet!
S 301 N. Sgt. Paredez
. Shop: 432-416-6175
< e Cell: 432-288-4855

¥

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm
Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm

ALL SIZES = ALL BREEDS

230362

D —‘.v--a;- e

C&DTruck
Accessories

2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

[9%]Rhino Linings

THe Seraved-ON Liner

). T. Builders

All Kinds of
Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile * Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061
(432) 935-6310 RES.

230367

e e e L e B
J.T. WestTexas %

Fence & Welding .
Garden Ciy, Texas 5 3

Wood Fence « Metal Fence 7 Il’
Fipe Fence + Pipe Corrals ‘['
Embni‘-"-urhn oo+ Nel Wire Fence —{-
Free Estimates ,f

Home (432) 354-2513 -k

Cell:(432) 466-1715 +

Big Spring (423) 263-1858 }_
5I¥h|ng Cily (325) 378-3077

e —remad— el — e

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing o

Wood &
Chainlink

rsssa;fgg

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm

Stanton TX
432-978-3328

216972

Clean Curried
Firewood
Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$30000 per cord
Call

(325)762-4262

230481

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

ROOFING - PAINTING
MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580

FAX
(432) 263-3711

CELL

ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

(432) 517-0133

220763

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT JX HOME IMPROVEMENT LANDSCAPING

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled

Refinishing
Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.
Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty
Add On's
Garage Door Repair
FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,
Hauling, Cleanup, etc......

Free Estimates
Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174,

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings,
cleanup of lots, alleys &
storage buildings.

Lawn Service
Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

220352

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

7. GO8GO =

COMPLETE HOME REMODEL
& MAINTENANCE

NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!
TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR
AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

432-816-6282

209335

dut

Subnatiota
GET HOME DELIVERY
o Topay!

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8285 or 210-3282

200419

L _ ]
VISA

| DF?I-(/LIJE?/\?A?(S § |III11IIW Bm“:rﬂﬂ
;*:.;{. aockrences | | Metal Ellll[llll!j
i | Residential and Commercial |
Ch’CO and Sons | Garaget- Shed - Campaorts,
Concrete iz
(432) 816-6561 | | "OUELT I
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection m&ﬁnag E
FENCE

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

Now Accepting

nzall-

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

[4]

e

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
101NW2ndSt.  Big Spring, TX

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.
{TTTr— All types of
| fences, tile fence
u & repairs.
Concrete work, carports,
stucoo work
All work guaranteed
Free Estimates

Bemny Marguez-Chwner

261-5114

T80

Trying To Get Rid Of
Unwanted Items

CALL 263-1331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds « Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting » Complete lawn care
Paverss Brick & stones,Patios & walkways
Complete tree service « Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

haa B

METAL
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,
Custom Barns or
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

211344

. Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,
Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE
THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
DELIVERED?

CALL

432-263-1331

You Need it — We Do It...
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates
divare Pafarios — Qe

Call 213-0363 or 2

H63-0430 220351

Expert Plumbing
and
Drain Cleaning
Service

208227

(432) 2710-3911

M-36107

(432) 213-0031

Free Estimates

D @G GG

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

War F. Moore

2008 Birdwell Lane

www.swalpc.com

“FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING
$1,000.00 Off Complete Roof Job
Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured + Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

IS GRS G @IS @ @I

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

L wmavs 0 wes sions T L woowmr

Four Seasons | | FAST CASH | | MONICO'S PRUNING | | LUPE'S TREE TRYING TO SELL
J[ﬁllil/ll/ﬂg&ﬁ!lllnuj poonincome Tax Refund | | TREES, SHRUBS ' l't!i!!VIMfING YOUR CAR?
:ﬁ.:g_“ # i g v ore than 20 years of experience.

L Wi | |~aA TAKASSOCIATES) | ANDHEDGES ) fs,, i rortee| | GALL 2637331
Thermal \:«§%5) 406 Runnels Trimming and removal. :
Replacemment : \““' sttt | CALL MONICO QUIROZ CALL Herald Classifieds
Windows & Siding ¥ (432) 264-7515 (432) 213-2608 Lupe Villaipando
e 132-268-6406 £ ERALD
cﬂ“ 264'8610 With RAL Approval® (432) 263-9461 ¢ 432-213-1451 =

TRYING TO SELL Choate Well | [BondWehDesions| | This Could Be Your Ad C&DTruck :
YOUR HOUSE? Service b d“;""“’”d“ "’“: hosting FOR MORE INFORMATION Accessories
www.bondwebs.com 2706 N. Hwv. 87
CALL 263-7331 For all.your water well needs. Lane Bond cnll 432'263'1331 432-263-\/3%/00
Herald Classifieds All major credit cards accepted 2605 Ann Drive Herald Classifieds Tint
. ca“ [432] 393'5231 Eig -5pr[r1g, TX 79720 - Cars, Trucks and
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Real Estate for Rent

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm
Apts. Built in microwave,
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony
w/storage area, playground
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call
Knollwood Heights
(432)264-1735.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SINGLE PROFESSIONAL
looking for a house or town
home to rent or lease-to-buy.
Small pets allowed. Call
303-974-0074.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency
1 & 2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts

*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403
Carleton. Under Remodel.
Owner will Finance.
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or
517-0062.

BY OWNER/ No Owner
Finance. 1202 Buena Vista.
3 Bdrm, 2 bath, 2 car garage,
shop, 1 acre of land. Coahoma
ISD. Call 432-466-1616,
413-7400.

BY OWNER- 2705 Coronado.
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath.
Completely remodeled, many
extras. Serious Inquires Only
Please. $151,500.00 No Owner
Finance. Call (432)213-4203 or
(405)613-5680.

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

Yesterday’s square of
Mercury in Capricorn
and Uranus in Aries may
have inspired territorial
squabbles. The full moon
in Cancer is a healer, her
balm of choice being the
salve of sweet emotions
that flow from
forgiveness. Even those
who are unaware of
emotional
wounds will
experience a
new sense of

calm that

indicates all

is well.

ARIES

(March 21-

April 19).

There’s a

task that Hoviay
looks like MarTHIS
fun, and yet

you’ll be a

bit intimidated by the
prospect of diving into it
alone. Ask a friend to
join you — ideally, a bold
Capricorn, Leo or
Sagittarius.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Take initiative.
Someone has to make the
first move. Your
willingness to do so will
show that you are
confident, and it also will
give you an edge on the

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting General Contractor,
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 6, Above Slab Construc-

BY OWNER: 1004 Baylor,
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached
garage, separate large 6 car
garage. New AC & heating. No
owner finance. (432)270-0851,
(432)213-0741.

BY OWNER: 3/2, metal shop,
7.3 acres, city/country living,
F.I.S.D.. Call (432)816-7806 for
details.

COUNTY HOME 3 Bedroom,
2 bath. Concrete construction
little upkeep. Good waterwell, 1
acre outside of city limits. New
carpet, laminate, paint- New
roof, storm cellar. Very Clean.
1 mile North of Big Spring,
2010 Montgomery. $64,500.00.
(432)270-0062.

2010 CAMARO 2LT, with RS
Package. Less than 7000
miles. Excellent condition. Call
432-935-1275.

JEEP WRANGLER 1989 Sa-
hara $1999. Automatic, 68439
miles. Call (254)848-6052.

Do you have
a service to offer?

Place your ad in the Herald
Classified Professional Service
Directory
Call 263-7331 Today!

tion for the Ward County Water
Supply Expansion _Project. Bid
Deadline is February 23, 2012 at
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more
information contact Marcus Grace
at (816)536-6485 or  email
mgrace @garney.com

Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.

#7214 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8,
9, & 10, 2012

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies
are soliciting General Contractor,
Subcontractor and supplier partici-
pation including those that qualify
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid
Package 7 Big Spring Pump
Station for the Ward County Water
Supply Expansion _Project. Bid
Deadline is January 26th, 2012 at
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, TX 79721-0869. For more
information contact Marcus Grace
at (816)536-6485 or  email
mgrace @garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7223 January 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
22 & 23,2012

competition.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You won’t be able to
force things to unfold.
Think of life as a flower
bud, still closed and
waiting for the sun. If
you try to open it with
your fingers, you’ll only
ruin it. Beauty comes
from letting things open
when they are ready.

CANCER (June 22-July

22). Situations that
should, in theory, work
out will be thwarted

instead. Leave the scene
for a while. Let the
energy of frustration lift
from the picture. When
you come back to this
tomorrow, you’ll have a
breakthrough.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Once you Kknow what
you're supposed to do,
you do it quickly and
without a problem.
Getting to that point may
take the entire day. Have
fun in the “research and
development” phase. All’s
well that ends well.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’ll be inspired by
learning about a variety
of industries, cultures
and subcultures. The
lingo and ideas you pick
up on will apply to your
own business or personal
life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Your best solutions
seem to come when

you're not actively trying
to come up with them.
When you’re thinking of
something else — or more
likely, thinking of
nothing in particular —
the perfect fix pops to
mind.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Never doubt that big
things come from small
steps. For instance, the
small step of meeting
someone new could
change your entire
future. Be ready to
introduce yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You like to
give people the benefit of
the doubt, and yet
sometimes there just isn’t
any doubt. A person who
seems to be judging you
is, in fact, doing just that.
But does it really matter
what this person thinks
of you?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Newton’s First
Law of Motion states that
an object at rest tends to
stay at rest — unless
acted upon by an
unbalanced force. You’ll
be that unbalanced force
in someone else’s life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 18). You’ll Dbe
monitoring your own
performance, reflecting

on what has worked in
the past and evaluating
all efforts in order to
determine a future plan.

Take a moment to
celebrate how far you’ve
come.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Your mind has been
chaotic, and now it’s
ready to calm down. It
will be as though life
gently released your
preoccupations into the
ether and handed you a
blank page upon which to
start a new chapter of

your story.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Jan. 9). You’ll be a

beacon for lost souls. You
may save someone from
loneliness or other peril.
You'll certainly bring
levity and fun, making
life more worth living for
those in your company.

Stylish influences will
contribute to your ever-
evolving tastes and

interests. Make financial
deals, especially with big
institutions, in May.
Cancer and Virgo people
adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 30, 1, 24, 15
and 40.

STRESS AND YOUR
SIGN: Each sign is
different when it comes
to stress. What one sign
considers taxing another
finds exciting, and
tension remedies vary
from sign to sign, as well.
How does your sign deal
with the more unnerving
aspects of life?

ARIES:

GOOD STRESS: The
ram is invigorated by
interpersonal dynamics
and is not as afraid of
conflict as some other
signs are. Therefore,
Aries will often thrive in
a situation that requires
Aries to fight for what is
right or show loyalty to a
person, creed or
principle. Challenge can
release new stores of
energy and purpose for
the warrior sign.

BAD STRESS: When
Aries feels trapped the
anx1ety levels rise. Aries
is independent and
requires a great deal of
individual freedom in
order to feel relaxed.

STRESS BUSTER:
Sometimes life happens,
and it feels as though
there is no choice but to
react in one way. But
there is always more than
one choice. Being aware
of all available options
helps Aries feel in
control. There are almost
always more options than
are readily apparent,
though one must be
somewhat detached and
unemotional to see them.

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a
postcard in the mail.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM

“Classic” Ann Landers®: Billing clerk job for doctor’s office not a “moronic” position

Editor’s Note: Hundreds
of Ann Landers’ loyal
readers have requested
that newspapers continue
to publish her columns.
These letters originally
appeared in 1999.

Dear Ann Landers:
Your recent
column,
concerning
the “moron”
in the
doctor’s
office  who
sent a bill
with a
smiley face

to a patient ANN
who died

’ L
prompts this ANDERS
letter.

Obviously, you have no
idea how medical billing
is done, nor do you
comprehend the present
status of what used to be
a respected profession.
Doctors who see
patients in hospitals keep
a list of those patients,
and record the services
performed with
numerical codes. This is

required for billing to
insurance companies.

These lists are then
given to the billing clerk.
The requirements for
billing are so complex
that it is virtually
impossible without
computerization.

The billing clerk sees
only the patient’s name
and a numerical code. If
the doctor has failed to
note that the patient died,
the clerk will not know
about it.

If the doctor belongs to
a group, the clerks enter
billing data for hundreds
of patients a day.

It is unfortunate that a
smiley-face bill went to a
family that had lost
someone, but this doesn’t
mean the billing clerk
was a moron, which is
what you called her.

My husband is a
physician. I work in his
office, and I am NOT a
moron.

The American medical
establishment is the best
and most innovative in
the world. It is being

destroyed by government
meddling and insurance
companies that interfere

with clinical
determinations and
discourage physicians
from even touching
patients.

Nobody does this solely
out of altruism, and no
industry gets the best and
the Dbrightest without
paying for it.

No one bats an eye

when  sports figures,
whose drug and sexual
exploits are common

knowledge, sign contracts
for millions of dollars, yet
people complain about
the cost of medical care
from doctors who spend
more than a decade in
training.

More people like my
husband will decide that
a medical career is not
worth the sacrifice, and
bright students coming
up will send their
applications to business
schools instead. —
Nameless in Maine

Dear Nameless: In my

opinion, no smiley face
should appear on ANY
bill. The recipient rarely
views this touch as
appropriate, and
considering the possible
consequences, it is best to
keep all bills formal.
Nevertheless, you’'ve
written a fine letter about
the medical profession.

Planning a wedding?
What’s right? What’s
wrong? “The Ann Landers
Guide for Brides” will
relieve your anxiety. Send
a self-addressed, long,
business-sized envelope
and a check or money
order for $3.75 (this
includes  postage and
handling) to: Brides, clo
Ann Landers, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 5777 w.
Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045. To
find out more about Ann
Landers and read her past
columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WWww.creators.com.

ANN LANDERS®

© 2012
CREATORS.COM
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BUSINESSES (ESERVIGES

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

WELDING HOUSE LEVELING/MOVING

LA. Welding Services

24/7 Service

* Pipe Welding

» Well Heads
& More.

Lee Alvarado

(432) 816-4688

P.O. Box 1784

Big Spring, TX 79721

B&B House Leveling ==

& Foundation Repair

Locarry Ownep & Famiwy Operatep For 67

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,

it’s not a steel pier.
Capable of 90 ft. in depth!

The Big Country’s only provider

CBNEZRETE

BBB
A+ RATING R

for non-corrosive Steel Piers  \ynsuimasie rock

f_STRATUM OR

* Repairs on Solid Slab,
Pier & Beam Foundations

* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner
Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

LOAD-BEARING
ROCK STRATUM

LiFETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX *800-335- 4037

s85 Owner: Rick Burrow
s

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome ® Free Inspections ® Senior Citizens & Military Discounts

oy
ansing
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" TRAVED ALLOF MY NEW CRRIGTMAG TOYG.
FOR ALL OF JOEYS BIRTHDAY PRESENTS!
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I DECIDED TO GO

ON THE ATKINS D‘ET] [ WHAT

WAS
THAT ©

© 2012 Bil Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

“Im done till tomorrow. Do you wanna
pay me when the whole path is shoveled
or at the end of each day?”

FHE MEAT PACKING Logé*(
JUsT UNCORKED A BOTTLE
OF CHARDONNAY,

Dist. by Creators Syndicate

HOURS OF THE MORNING... UST YOU,
THE WOODS AND THE FRI@P/

©2012 John L. Hart FLP

e

/00

www.JohnHartstudios.com

WIZARD OF ID
THERE 15 NOTHING LIKE HUNTING... ANOTHER GLASS OF  \™7<™ "™,
BRAVIND THE COLD IN THE WEE APEVE JUICE, PLEASE! w

\\ \‘} (

r\“\’ﬁvllﬂ'/n/‘ PARKER-.

" l;" J\/H

TAM STARTING A
NEN BLOGr.. “ASK
LTTLE MISS SCIENCE

BorovE 7 cgRAd boar. B CREAORS, ooy

ONLY OLD SCIENCE... T AM

ADVOCATING A FRESH, NEW

SCIENCE . MORE OPEN-MINDED| | SCIENCE
AND FUN-ORIENTED... YOU
KNOW , DANCE FRIENDLY,

PID>YoU
KNOW OLD

I WONDER
P THEY
STLLVSE

ISNTEIEN

YOU REALLY ROLLED
QUT THE RED CARPET [/l
FOR ME.

s

IT WAS EASIER THAN ]_
SHOVELING THE WALK. = " o
<%
) | e
BROWNE)
“y
- - -9
~ ~ Ve
° L
s ©2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

THE OTHER COAST

BOB HAD THE FEELING THIS
WHALE-WATCHING TRIP MIGHT
END BADLY...

THE NAME'S
AHAB, CAPTAIN
AHAB,

£q 1510 "ou)

SNUFFY SMITH

I GOT A ‘POINTMENT I'M DR.

WIF DOC PRITCHART-- SHANK --

WHO ARE YOU ? I'LL BE
FILLIN' IN
FER DOC

THIS \(JEEK
!

©2012 by King Fealures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

1S HE

DOC'S FINE ! HE GOT
AWR;IGHT

CALLED IN FER AN
EMERGENCY GOLF
TOURNAMENT !

ww w kingfeatures.com

CAMP SWaMPY
LOOKS ALMOST
PICTURESQUE
FROM UP HERE

ESPECIALLY WITH THE
SUNLIGHT GLINTING
OFF THE DRAINAGE
DITCH BEHIND
THE LATRINE

©2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

DO WHAT 1 DO! CLOSE
YOUR EVES AND POINT AT

SOMETHING @7 T

~,

GREAT IDEA/
L ool

rved

Syndicate, Inc. World Rights resel

© 2012 by King Features

www.Blondie.com

HEY! I'M POINTING THAT KEEPS
AT THE RESTAURANT \“T HAPPENING
ACROSS THE STREET! 1©
N A

This Date
In History

Today is Monday, Jan. 9, the
ninth day of 2012. There are 357

days left in the year.
Today’s  Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 9, 1972, reclusive bil-
lionaire Howard Hughes,
speaking by telephone from the
Bahamas to reporters in
Hollywood, said a purported
autobiography of him by
Clifford Irving was a fake.

On this date:

In 1788, Connecticut became
the fifth state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1793, Frenchman Jean
Pierre Blanchard, using a hot-
air balloon, flew between
Philadelphia and Woodbury,
N.J.

In 1861, Mississippi became
the second state to secede from
the Union, the same day the
Star of the West, a merchant
vessel bringing reinforcements
and supplies to Federal troops
at Fort Sumter, S.C., retreated
because of artillery fire.

In 1913, Richard Milhous

Nixon, the 37th president of the
United States, was born in
Yorba Linda, Calif.

In 1931, Bobbi Trout and
Edna May Cooper broke an
endurance record for female
aviators as they returned to
Mines Field in Los Angeles
after flying a Curtiss Robin
monoplane continuously for
122 hours and 50 minutes.

In 1945, during World War II,
American forces began landing
at Lingayen Gulf in the
Philippines.

In 1951, United Nations head-
quarters in New York was offi-
cially opened.

In 1960, on his 47th birthday,
Vice President Richard Nixon
became a candidate for the
Republican presidential nomi-
nation.

In 1968, the Surveyor 7 space
probe made a soft landing on
the moon, marking the end of
the American series of
unmanned explorations of the
lunar surface.

In 1987, the White House
released a Jan. 1986 memoran-
dum prepared for President
Ronald Reagan by Lt. Col.
Oliver L. North showing a link
between U.S. arms sales to Iran
and the release of American
hostages in Lebanon.

In 1995, in New York, the
trial of Sheik Omar Abdel-
Rahman and 11 other defen-
dants accused of conspiring to
wage holy war against the
United States began. (All the
defendants were convicted of
seditious conspiracy, except
for two who reached plea agree-
ments with the government.)

In 1997, a Comair commuter
plane crashed 18 miles short of
the Detroit Metropolitan
Airport, killing all 29 people on
board.

Today’s Birthdays: Author
Judith Krantz is 84. Football
Hall-of-Famer Bart Starr is 78.
Sportscaster Dick Enberg is 77.
Actress K. Callan is 76. Folk

singer Joan Baez is 71.
© 2012 The Associated Press.
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_ SIT TIGHT by Gail Grabowski
NeWSday Crossword Edited by étaglley rl\?ev(\)lvr:lfz;lnI

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS 57 Exact duplicate 11 Helicopter blade 39 Fell gradually
1 Japanese 58 Poker-pot starter 12 Important 40 What
martial art 59 Borscht happening preschoolers
5 Oregon or vegetable 13 Dandelion, learn
Oklahoma 60 Madrid mister for one 41 Lettuce
10 Make, as tea 61 Dance move 21 Green purchase
14 Digital music gemstone 42 Box-office
player DOWN 22 Nights before purchase
15 “Is everything 1 Abandon at the holidays 43 Tenant
all right?” altar 24 Make simpler 44 Fixed gaze
16 Go here and 20Once __a 26 Crystal-ball user 45 Door attachment
there time ... 27 Highchair 46 “Beats me!”
17 Solitary 3 “Wait!” feature 47 Checkbook
18 Kitchen 4 Verse of praise 28 Construction-site  remnant
appliance 5 Like molasses machine 48 Regulation
19To __ (perfectly) 6 Breakfastbread 29 Lastingquitea 49“_ the other
20 Explosive 7 Mom'’s sister while hand...”
letters 8 Ancient Roman 31 Duet plus one (alternatively)
21 “Waitl” garment 32 “Wait!” 51 Spouse
23 Jumped 9 Barely makes, 33 Fix up, as prose 52 Make ready, for
25 |n plain sight as a living 34 Sound quality short
26 Unvarying 10 Prepares fora 37 Breadbasket 55 Hydrogen or
28 Helpful hints jolt item neon
30 Wipe, as a
blackboard 2 6 {7 |8 |9 10 |11 |12 {13
31 Horses’ gaits 16
32 Place a wager
35 Roof overhang 19
36 Competedina
marathon

37 Decorate anew
38 Sandwich bread
39 Bee’s defense
41 Welcome words

1o a hitchhiker

42 California/
Nevada lake

43 Tell, as a story
44 Gleam

46 Gave out cards
47 “Wait!”

50 Mischievous kid

53 Home for a

pet fish
54 Overcooked

54

55

55 Neutral or

57

58

reverse

56 Suggest strongly %

60

61

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2012 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM
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TEBOW

either the offense or de-
fense. Tebow took care

From Page 5 of that in a hurry. Mak-
ing his first appearance
hisbestdayasaprowith in the playoffs after go-

the toss to Thomas.
These two teams had
played the first ever

ing 7-4 as Denver’s start-
er, Tebow outdueled Ro-
ethlisberger, a two-time

regular season overtime Super Bowl winner,
game on Sept. 22, 1974, who fell to 104 in the
in Denver. Now, they playoffs.The Broncos

played the first non-sud-
den death playoff game
inhistory. Thenewrules
called for both teams to
get the ball in the extra
period providing there
wasn’t a touchdown by

snapped a three-game
losing streak that had
many wondering if they
were even worthy of
their first playoff, and
it kept the Steelers from
their 34th playoff win.

sudoku

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or

box.
114 7|2
8|3 512 1
3) 7 3
116 9|8
4 5 6
9 3|2 516
5| 7 8|6

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)
Kevin Durant had 21 points
and 10 rebounds, reserve James
Harden scored 20 and the OKla-
homa City Thunder became
the first NBA team to win three
games on consecutive nights
this season by beating the San
Antonio Spurs 108-96 Sunday.

Durant needed only three
more assists to record his first
career triple-double but instead
sat out the entire fourth quarter
with the rest of Oklahoma City’s
starters. The Thunder were able
to coast to the finish for the sec-
ond time in their back-to-back-
to-back set after outscoring the

Spurs 37-21 in the third. Gary
Neal scored 18 to lead the Spurs,
who played without point guard
Tony Parker after he came out of
the game and walked to locker
room midway through the third
quarter.

He returned to the bench a few
minutes later, and a team spokes-
man said Parker was fine and
could have played. Parker left
near the beginning of a 25-8 run
that put the game away for OKkla-
homa City. Russell Westbrook
hit a driving layup and then set
up Serge Ibaka for a three-point
play to start it, and rookie Reg-
gie Jackson’s 3-pointer with 7

spurs Thunder-struck again

seconds left in the third quarter
stretched the lead to 91-67.

Durant kept busy by getting
up to give pointers to his team-
mates, and Spurs star Tim Dun-
can didn’t play in the last period
either as the deficit remained in
double digits.

Nick Collison added 12 points
and 10 rebounds and Jackson
had 11 points and four assists.
Maynor sustained a season-end-
ing knee injury in the Thunder’s
98-95 win at Houston on Satur-
day night that allowed them to
become the first to win the first
two games of a back-to-back-to-
back.

TEXANS

From Page 5

erupted, and heraised both hands
after reaching the end zone.

“I was really just trying to put
my hands up and get in the way
of the passing lane,” the 6-foot-5
Watt said. “It happened to kind of
stick. I realized I had the ball so I
just ran to the end zone just try-
ing not to fall down.”

Watt became the sixth defen-
sive linemen to return an inter-
ception for a touchdown in post-
season history — excluding the
Super Bowl — and the first rookie
to do it.

“It changed the momentum of
the game,” Houston linebacker
Brian Cushing said.

Daltonrolled his eyes and shook
his head as he walked to the Cin-

cinnati bench and watched the
replay on the giant scoreboard. It
was just his second interception
in his last seven games.

“We feel like we have a bright
future,” Dalton said. “It’s still
unfortunate that it ended this
way.”

The Bengals outplayed the
Texans for most of the first half
before that, holding down Hous-
ton’s offense and controlling time
of possession.

Late in the third quarter, Yates
got away with a pass that safety
Chris Crocker simply dropped.
Three plays later, Johnson broke
free from cornerback Adam “Pac-
man” Jones and caught Yates’
pass down the sideline to put
Houston up 24-10.

“It was a touchdown if I would
have caught it,” Crocker said.
“They made those big plays and

we didn’t and that’s why they’re
moving on.”

As Johnson rested on the
bench, Foster walked up to him
and gave him a bow, the running
back’s customary celebration af-
ter a touchdown. Foster has said
that the bow is a Hindu gesture
of respect.

The Texans rallied past the Ben-
gals on Dec. 11 in Cincinnati to
earn their first playoff berth. But
they didn’t look like they’d last
very long after dropping their
last three regular-season games.

Johnson said the losing streak
proved to be beneficial.

“Everybody was riding high,
the city was going crazy, we
were in the playoffs for the first
time,” Johnson said. “Over those
last three weeks, that brought us
back down to reality and let us
know what we needed to do.”
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The bidding:
South  West  North East
14 Pass 44
Opening lead — queen of diamonds.

One of the biggest swings of the
1989 Venice Cup final between the
Netherlands and the United States
occurred on this deal.

When Beth Palmer and Lynn
Deas of the U.S. held the North-
South hands, the bidding went as
shown. Deas, South, consistent with
the partnership style, opened a mar-
ginal one spade at favorable vulnera-
bility. Palmer then did her part to
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Tomorrow: A reward for good technique.
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By Steve Becker

muddy the waters for the opposition
by leaping to four spades.

East could have taken any of sev-
cral actions at this point, but chose
the conservative course by passing,
hoping her side had nothing big in
the offing. The undoubled contract
went down three for a score of plus
150 to the Dutch, but this scarcely
made up for what happened at the
other table, where the bidding went:

South  West  North East
Pass Pass 14!  Dble
Redble 4% Pass Pass
44 Pass Pass 59
Dble

Here, with room to operate, the
American East-West pair, Kitty
Bethe and Margie Gwozdzinsky,
were able to find their heart fit and
determine that their side had the bal-
ance of power. Bethe had no trouble
carrying on to five hearts after South
bid four spades. South then doubled,
no doubt thinking her side had the
balance of strength.

With the trumps 2-2 and the heart
king onside, Gwozdzinsky easily
made the contract with an overtrick
for a score of 1,050 points. The 900-
point difference between the two
tables gave the U.S. a 14-IMP pickup
on the deal.
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GIANTS

From Page 5

Coughlin’s face. I re-
member (tackle) David
Diehl sweating and it
froze on his hair and he
had icicles on his hair,”
defensive end Justin
Tuck said. “And I re-
member us winning.

“Hopefully, we can
go back there and do it
again.”

The tempo in the first
playoff game at MetLife
Stadium was set by New
York’s defense, which
never allowed Atlanta
to get going, and by the
league’s lowest-ranked
rushing game, which
ran for a season-high
172 yards, 92 by Brandon
Jacobs and 63 by Ahmad
Bradshaw. The Giants
averaged 5.5 yards a car-
ry, 2 yards more than in
the regular season.

For all of Jacobs’ and
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Bradshaw’s success, it
was Manning’s escape
and 14-yard dash on
third down in the sec-
ond period that got the
Giants rolling. Jacobs
soon broke a 34-yard
run, and Manning hit
Nicks on a post pattern
to put the Giants up 7-2.

“I don’t think anyone
is game-planning for me
to run the ball,” Man-
ning said, “but obvious-
ly there were a couple
of situations where you
have to do it. I am not
scared of running to get
a few yards.”

The Giants never re-
ally had to look back as
the Falcons bumbled
their way to their third
straight playoff loss un-
der coach Mike Smith
and quarterback Matt
Ryan.

“They did a great job
of defending us, espe-
cially in the second
half,” veteran tight end
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Tony Gongzalez said.
“That shouldn’t happen
to a team like we have.
We're a lot better than
this.”

New York was aided
greatly by Atlanta’s
penchant for gambling
on fourth downs — and
failing. Twice the Gi-
ants stymied the Fal-
cons on fourth-and-1
as Ryan’s sneaks went
nowhere. The defense
also stopped Michael
Turner, supposedly the
most effective runner
on the field, on a third-
and-inches late in the
third period.

“That really inspired
everybody, to be hon-
est with you,” Coughlin
said. “Those plays that
our defense made really
inspired everybody.

Atlanta missed on a
fourth-down try in over-
time that cost the Fal-
consagameagainst New
Orleans during the sea-
son. While they negated
New York’s recently re-
vitalized pass rush for
much of the day, the Fal-
cons couldn’t gain any
traction on the ground,
being held to 64 yards
rushing.

“Our defense played
great, kept us in the
lead,” Manning said.

Other than some spo-
radic movement, Atlan-
ta’s offense was incom-
petent — particularly in
short yardage.

“It’s less than a yard,
less than half of a yard.
It’s a play we go through
all the time,” Smith
said. “I felt it was the
right play both times,
but we didn’t execute.
We should be able to
move the ball there.”
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Both offenses sput-
tered in the first half
with an assortment of
penalties, drops and
poor throws.

When the Falcons
wheeled out the no-hud-
dle offense, though, they
marched from their 10
to a fourth-and 1 at the
New York 24. On the first
play of the second quar-
ter, Ryan was stacked
up on his sneak.

But it turned out posi-
tively for the Falcons
anyway.

Giants guard Chris
Snee was called for
holding, and, from his
13, Manning was pres-
sured back into the end
zone by James Sanders.
He threw the ball away
to avoid the sack, result-
ing in a safety.

New York had its own
fourth-and-inches run
on its first touchdown
drive. Jacobs ran over
safety Thomas DeCoud
on the play from the At-
lanta 6.

Nicks caught his post
pattern over Dominique
Franks, the fill-in for in-
jured cornerback Brent
Grimes, to make it 7-2.

Notes: The Giants’
most recent home play-
off victory was a 41-0
rout of Minnesota for
the 2000 NFC title.

Atlanta’s last playoff
win was in 2005 over
St. Louis when Michael
Vick still was the Fal-
cons’ quarterback.

Ryan was 24 for 41
for 199 yards and was
sacked twice. .. There
were no turnovers in
the game. ... Giants CB
Aaron Ross and RB D.J.
Ware left with concus-
sions. ... Gonzalez is 0-5
in playoff games in his
15-year career.
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