
By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

The lights are off … until 
next year. 

Festival of Lights has 
wrapped up and the lights 
are going back into storage. 
The traffic through was down 
compared to last year, but the 
show was still considered to 
be the best one yet. 

According to Pat Simmons, 
Festival of Lights founder, 
there were only 21,431 visi-
tors this year compared to the 
more than 22,000 last year. 
There were 35 states and 13 
countries represented com-
pared to last year’s 38 states 
and 14 countries. Countries 
represented included Austra-
lia, Nicaragua, Dominican 
Republic, Sweden, Nether-

l a n d s / H o l l a n d , 
Mexico, Brazil, 
Taiwan, Rus-
sia, Puerto Rico, 
Boznia and Israel. 

“We are slightly 
behind from last 
year, but we are 
still rolling,” Sim-
mons said. 

Despite numbers being 
down, compliments were up 
on the lighted displays. The 
new flag display which was 
incorporated as a way to 
honor all veterans, including 
Big Spring resident and lone 
Medal of Honor recipient 
George H. O’Brien, received 
several compliments. 

“I can’t remember all the 
words used to describe it, but 
they were along the lines of 
amazing, awesome, outstand-
ing,” Simmons said. “In my 
words it was excellent and I 
am so proud of that display, 
as were many other people.”

Volunteers played a big part 
in this year’s lighted display. 
Simmons commended Proj-
ect Manager Howard Stewart 
and his wife Vicki Stewart 
for all their hard work. Vol-
unteers at the greeters booth 
and in the gift shop also made 
a huge impact on this year’s 
production. 

“Volunteers are a big part 
of all this,” Simmons said. 
“I know this couldn’t have 
happened without them, es-
pecially without Howard and 
Vicki.”

 One thing Simmons hopes 
to add in the future will be 
more blooming poinsettias. 

“Maybe we will find more 
poinsettias blooming,” Sim-
mons said. “It is an honor 

to receive the designation of 
lighted poinsettia capital of 
Texas and we need to capital-
ize on that.”

In addition to the lighted 
displays, the gift shop at the 

end of the trail attracted quite 
a few visitors this year. San-
ta seemed to be the big draw 
at the gift shop this year. 

See LIGHTS, Page 3
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The Law Offices Of
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“Free Initial Consultation On
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Jewelers

Inside The 
Big Spring Mall

267-6335230149

Wishing You The Best In 2012!
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Come In Today!
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By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Howard College is expand-
ing its presence in San An-
gelo.

HC officials have announced 
their intentions to accom-
modate the college’s fastest-
growing campus by increas-
ing classroom and lab space 
in San Angelo.

Taxpayers can breathe easy, 
though — no tax dollars will 
be used in the expansion, of-
ficials promise.

Rapid growth in San Angelo 

— enrollment there has more 
than doubled in the past few 
years — means Howard is 
outgrowing its current quar-
ters at the West Texas Train-
ing Center.

“The campus operates from 
7 a.m. to midnight five days 
a week,” said Terry Hansen, 
Howard’s executive vice pres-
ident. “We only have 12 emp-
ty time slots (in which to hold 
classes) out of a possible 244.”

Hansen said enrollment at 
the San Angelo campus has

See EXPAND, Page 3
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Work crews brave frigid temperatures this morning as they work on utility lines near the 
intersections of Third Street, Scurry and Gregg. The right side of Third Street was shut 
down for part of the morning due to the construction.

Visitors down, compliments up

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Elevated mineral and oil 
valuations have the coming 
year looking good, accord-
ing to Howard County Judge 
Mark Barr, who said the 
county still faces a number of 
serious — yet manageable — 
issues.

One of those issues, accord-
ing to Barr, will be the state 
of county roads, most notably 
those traveled by oil and en-

ergy companies on the coun-
ties outer edges.

“The oil boom has caused 

an increase in the amount of 
traffic on our county roads,” 
Barr said. “Because of the 

increase in valuations, it’s a 
nice problem to have. Unfor-
tunately, it also causes a lot 
of wear and tear on the road-
ways, and that’s something 
we’re going to have to address 
in our 2012-2013 budget later 
this year.”

Barr said the repairs won’t 
be cheap, however, he hopes 
to be able to budget them 
without a serious hike in 
county tax rates.

“We’ve only had prelimi-
nary discussions on the mat-

ter, so we don’t have any hard 
numbers yet,” Barr said. “The 
idea going into this, however, 
is to be able to make the re-
pairs and complete the bud-
get without having to raise 
the tax rate more than one or 
two cents. If the mineral and 
oil values continue to rise 
or stay where they are, I feel 
fairly confident we’ll be able 
to make that happen.”

Roads aren’t the only 

See COUNTY, Page 3

Judge Barr sees positive 2012 for county

HC to expand 
in San Angelo
At no cost to taxpayers, officials say

“The idea going into this, however, is to be 
able to make the (road) repairs and com-
plete the budget without having to raise 
the tax rate more than one or two cents. If 
the mineral and oil values continue to rise 
or stay where they are, I feel fairly confi-
dent we’ll be able to make that happen.” 

Barr

HERALD file photo

The salute to veterans was one of the more popular displays 
at the Festival of Lights this year.

Simmons

ComanChe Trail Park FesTival oF lighTs...



The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Wednesday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JOMAR DEMOND ADAMS, 29, of 505 S. Young, 
was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for manufac-
ture/delivery of a controlled substance in a drug 
free zone.

• KODY CHANCE JACKSON, 26, of 3217 Fenn St., 
was arrested Wednesday on warrants for posses-
sion of marijuana – two ounces or less in a drug free 
zone, failure to maintain financial responsibility, 
failure to appear and driving while license inval-
id.

• JAMES RANDLE GONZALEZ, 27, of 2601 Ent, 
was arrested Wednesday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• JANEY BELL MCCORMICK, 60, of 620 State St., 
was arrested Wednesday on a warrant for theft of 
service – more than $20 and less than $500.

• MEGAN RYNELL ARMSTRONG, 21, of 
Arlington, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of 
failure to identify as a fugitive – giving false infor-
mation.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1000 block of W. Third Street.
In the 600 block of Douglas Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 64 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• DELIA SALAZAR ZARRAGA, 44, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a judgment/sentence 
on a motion to revoke probation for driving while 
license invalid.

• TEREL DEVON HOUSTON, 19, was booked into 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of unlawful possession of a firearm by a felon.

• JOMAR DEMOND ADAMS, 29, was booked into 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on charges 
of manufacture/delivery of a controlled substance 
in a drug free zone and bail jumping – failure to 
appear.

• KODY CHANCE JACKSON, 26, was booked into 
the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on charges 
of possession of marijuana in a drug free zone – two 
ounces or less, failure to maintain financial respon-
sibility, violation of a promise to appear and driv-
ing while license invalid.

• JAMES RANDLE GONZALEZ, 27, was booked 
into the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 8600 block of N. 
County Road 19. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of W. 
Fifth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1400 block of 
Wood Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of W. 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

Jean Powell
Jean Powell, 76, of Wichita Falls, 

passed away Sunday, Jan. 1, 2012.
Services will be held at a later 

date. Arrangements are under the 
direction of Owens & Brumley 
Funeral Home of Wichita Falls.

A daughter of the late Melvin and 
Hassie Belle (Weems) Anderson, 
she was born Sept. 13, 1935, in 
Velmore, Texas. She retired from 
Helen Farabee where she worked 
as a case manager 20 years. She 

was an excellent cook and enjoyed reading and 
working crossword puzzles, and loved her pets 
dearly. 

She is survived by her daughter, Daury Lynn 
Powell of Wichita Falls; her son, D.W. Powell and 
wife Tina; a granddaughter, Charli Girardi-
Northcutt, all of Midland; and her brother, Sonny 
Anderson of Big Spring.

Condolences may be sent to the family at www.
owensandbrumley.com

Paid obituary

Jose A. Regalado
Jose A. Regalado, 70, of Big Spring 

died Monday, Jan. 2, 2012, in Big 
Spring. Vigil services will be at 7 
p.m. Thursday at Myers & Smith 
Chapel. Funeral services will be at 
10 a.m. Friday at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church with burial at Mt. 
Olive Memorial Park.

He was born Aug. 31, 1941, in 
Floresville, Texas, to Francisca 
and Ignacio Regalado. He was a 
window installer at Big Spring 

Auto Glass for 20 years. He was a resident of Big 
Spring for 45 years and was a Catholic.

He is survived by seven daughters: Linda Palacios 
and Margaret Castillo, both of Poth, Cynthia Ann 
Mize of Big Spring, Yvette Delgado of Round Rock, 
Mimi Kramer of Delaware, Elizabeth DeLeon of 
San Antonio and Jennifer Regalado of Big Spring; 
three sons: Jose A. Regalado Jr., of Elmendorf, 
Ernest Regalado of Floresville and Richard Regalado 
of Arkansas; two sisters: Anita Regalado and Jovita 
Rangel; seven brothers: Genaro Regalado, Ruben 
Regalado, Leonard Regalado, Geronimo Regalado, 
George Regalado, Geraldo Regalado and Ray 
Regalado; and several grandchildren, great-grand-
children, nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Tomasa 
“Tommie” Regalado, on Feb. 21, 2011.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Olga Chavez
Olga Chavez, 70,  of Austin, formerly of Big Spring 

died Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2012, at her residence. Her 
services are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
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McKenzie critical
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Support Groups
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

Specializing Training In:
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500 229185
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Floyd McKenzie, the pedestrian who was struck 
by a vehicle Tuesday in Big Spring, has been 
transported to Covenant Medical Center in Lub-
bock, where he is listed in critical condition, ac-
cording to family members.

“We ask for your prayers, not only for our un-
cle, for for the individual who him hit because we 
know it was not intentional, yet it must be trau-
matic for him,” said niece Leslie Sutton of Sny-
der.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Sat

1/7

59/39
Sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the upper
30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:57 PM

Sun

1/8

60/36
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:57 PM

Mon

1/9

50/39
Showers.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
upper 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:58 PM

Tue

1/10

61/38
Chance of
showers.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
upper 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
5:59 PM

Wed

1/11

59/30
Mostly
sunny. Highs
in the upper
50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
6:00 PM

Brownsville
79/60

Houston

72/52

Austin
67/46

Dallas
59/47

El Paso
66/42

Amarillo
53/31

San Antonio
71/50

Big Spring

59/39

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 59 39 sunny Kingsville 80 56 pt sunny
Amarillo 53 31 sunny Livingston 70 48 pt sunny
Austin 67 46 pt sunny Longview 63 47 pt sunny
Beaumont 73 56 t-storm Lubbock 53 32 sunny
Brownsville 79 60 pt sunny Lufkin 69 48 pt sunny
Brownwood 63 41 sunny Midland 60 41 sunny
Corpus Christi 75 57 pt sunny Raymondville 80 57 pt sunny
Corsicana 59 44 pt sunny Rosenberg 72 52 pt sunny
Dallas 59 47 pt sunny San Antonio 71 50 pt sunny
Del Rio 69 45 sunny San Marcos 68 46 pt sunny
El Paso 66 42 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 59 46 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 62 45 mst sunny Sweetwater 58 39 sunny
Gainesville 57 41 mst sunny Tyler 61 45 cloudy
Greenville 58 44 pt sunny Weatherford 58 40 mst sunny
Houston 72 52 pt sunny Wichita Falls 59 37 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 63 46 rain Minneapolis 36 24 sunny
Boston 48 30 cloudy New York 51 35 pt sunny
Chicago 41 27 pt sunny Phoenix 72 44 pt sunny
Dallas 59 47 pt sunny San Francisco 63 45 sunny
Denver 44 29 pt sunny Seattle 44 35 cloudy
Houston 72 52 pt sunny St. Louis 50 34 pt sunny
Los Angeles 65 45 sunny Washington, DC 56 36 pt sunny
Miami 76 54 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Jan 1

Full
Jan 9

Last
Jan 16

New
Jan 23

UV Index

Sat

1/7
4

Moderate

Sun

1/8
3

Moderate

Mon

1/9
2

Low

Tue

1/10
4

Moderate

Wed

1/11
4

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open discus-

sion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m. Non-smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Spring Tabernacle Ministries has a faith-based 
support group for those who need help finding and 
continuing to walk down the path God has for each 
of us. Meetings are at 11 a.m. until noon and again 
at 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. The classes take place at Spring 
Tabernacle Ministries, located at 1209 Wright St.

FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

• Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered recovery 
program, is held at Cornerstone Covenant Church, 
706 E. 12th St. at 6:30 p.m.  For more information, 
call at 264-0015 or visit www.cccbigspring.org
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AN
    ENCOURAGING
                        WORD

         By Eddy Pitchford

Suggestions for New Year’s resolutions include the following: Become 
more resolute! Laugh more. Worry less. Saturate daily choices with prayer. 
Express love as many ways as you can. Honor your word. Study God’s word 
daily. Obey God’s word. Look for opportunities to encourage others. Give 
people the benefit of the doubt. Ask God to help you control your temper. 
Acknowledge the working of God in your life. Tell others how God has blessed 
you. Refuse to justify sin in your life. Examine your church teachings in view 
of scripture. Thank God for the smiles you encounter. Cry with people who 
hurt. Let God be Lord of your time and money. Watch television less. Think 
before you speak. Refuse to let greed and jealousy come into your life. Praise 
God when you see sunrises and sunsets. Visit widows. Set a good example. Fall 
on your knees when you reflect on the cross and resurrection of Jesus.

WE ARE FAMILY
“A loving family that exalts Jesus Christ”

COAHOMA CHURCH OF CHRIST
311 North 2nd Street • Coahoma, Texas 79511

SERVICES:
Sunday Class.............................................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................................10:20 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................5:00 PM
Wednesday Class.......................................7:00 PM
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Bridal/Quince
Fair

“Love is in the
Air”

Permian Basin
Bridal Assc.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
CAF, Main Hanger,

Mid. Intl. A.P.
9600 Wright Drive

Quince Fashions 2 PM
Bridal Fashions 3:30 PM
$8 @ Door, $5-Pre-Reg.
till December 31, 2011

Basinbridal.org
Prizes Every Hour 229409

B u s i n e s s  C a rd s
~ Two-Sided, FREE Full Color
~ Gloss or Matte Finish
~ Available in Quantities from 250-1,000
~ Priced as Low as a Penny Each
~ Guaranteed To Impress

Moorhouse Design
432-213-8667 ~ Big Spring, TX423 North Grant Ave • Downtown Odessa • (432)333-1071

Sport Coat
Special:
Buy 1 at

regular price,
get 1 free*

*of equal or lesser value

Jim’s
TALL & BIG MEN’S STORE

Since 1973

Fall &
Winter
Merchandise
Suits • Sport Coats
Slacks • Jackets
Shirts • Accessories

Expresso - Latte - Cappuccino
Buy 1 Get 2nd Half Off

Call In Orders Welcome
110 Main St. (West Boxcar)    263-1133

NOW OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 7-2:30

Fri Nights 6-9 pm
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 1/31/12
229210

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 1-31-12

229211

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Chris Castanuela, 
27, died Sunday.  
Funeral Services will 
be at 2 p.m. today at 
Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.  

Jose A. Regalado, 70, 
died Monday.  Vigil 
services will be at 7 
p.m. tonight at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.  
Funeral services will 
be at 10 a.m. Friday at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church. Burial will 
follow at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

Tammy Torres, 47, 
died Sunday.  Services 
are pending at Myers 
& Smith Funeral 
Home.

LIGHTS
Continued from Page 1

However, there were 
those who made it a 
point to drop in and reg-
ister for the six-foot 
lighted poinsettia give-
away. DeeDe Cauley was 
the winner of the poin-
settia. 

A wrap-up meeting will 
be held to analyze this 
past year’s information 
and planning for next 
year’s Festival of Lights 
will begin.

“As with each year, the 
main goal is to get bigger 
and better,” Simmons 
said. “This year was the 
best yet, but next year 
we plan to do even bet-
ter.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringherald.
com

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1

concern county officials 
will face going into 2012. 
The continued scarcity 
of water continues to 
loom over local govern-
ments. Facing a region-
wide drought, many 
West Texas cities — 
including Big Spring — 
have had their water 
deliveries from the 
Colorado River 
Municipal Water 
District cut consider-
ably.

Unless a significant 
amount of rainfall is re-
ceived in 2012, CRMWD 
officials have announced 
they will run out of sur-
face water — provided 
by area reservoirs — in 
December of this year, 
a deadline Barr said lo-
cal government officials 
aren’t likely to forget.

“The low levels in 
the reservoirs and the 
poor water qualities 
are causing problems 
for everyone, not just in 

Howard County and Big 
Spring,” Barr said. “It’s 
causing problems with 
the water use at the jail, 
and, just like the water 
valves and water heat-
ers at people’s homes, 
it’s not going to go away 
until we get some rain 
and the quality of the 
water improves.

“We’re doing the best 
we can to keep the trees 
at the courthouse alive, 
but there’s only so much 
you can do right now. 
It’s looking like we’ll 
most likely have to start 
trucking water in soon, 
just to keep them alive, 
otherwise they are go-
ing to die, and then 
you’re faced with the 
cost of removing them. 
It’s a no-win situation.”

Barr said the situa-
tions revolving around 

county roadways and 
the ongoing water cri-
sis might make it easy 
to forget how bright the 
coming year is for the 
local government body, 
but he and the county’s 
commissioners won’t 
make that mistake.

“We’re very optimis-
tic about 2012. There are 
a lot of things to look 
favorably on in the com-
ing year,” Barr said. 
“One of those things 
in the situation at the 
county jail and the new 
joint law enforcement 
center.”

A joint venture be-
tween Howard Coun-
ty and the city of Big 
Spring, the center will 
house both the Howard 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and Big Spring Police 
Department at the coun-

ty jail facility, part of a 
$2.7 million project fi-
nanced by both govern-
ments.

“The jail staff has been 
doing a fantastic job, 
and the inmate head 
count has been running 
around 60 to 70,” Barr 
said. “The jail adminis-
tration is running well, 
and anyone who has 
ever worked with that 
type of job can tell you 
what an absolute head-
ache it can be, so we’re 
really excited with how 
that has been working.

“We’re really excited 
to get the joint law en-
forcement center up 
and running. We really 
feel like it will be a great 
thing for the people of 
Big Spring and Howard 
County. There’s always 
a period of adjustment 

when it comes to the 
utilities and those sort 
of things, but we have 
a contract with the city 
to handle all of that. We 
feel like it will be very 
beneficial for every-
one.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

EXPAND
Continued from Page 1

grown 300 percent in the 
past 11 years, fueling 
the need for expansion.

“I don’t feel the cam-
pus has reached its full 
potential yet,” he said. 
“While we know (rapid 
enrollment growth) is 
not going to last forever, 
we have to try to add 
some space there.”

To that end, college 
trustees recently agreed 
to contract with the ar-
chitectural and engi-
neering firm of Parkhill, 
Smith and Cooper to de-
velop a plan for expand-
ing the campus.

While no timetable or 
price tag has been set 
for the expansion, Han-
sen said local tax dollars 
would not be used in the 
effort. Funds for the 
project will come from 
private sources such 

as foundations or dona-
tions, he added.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 235 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

Take Note
• A reception for retiring Big Spring 

Fire Department Chief Brian Jensen will 
be held at 4 p.m. Friday in the Big Spring 
City Council Chambers building. The pub-
lic is invited.

• Crossroads Friends of NRA Banquet 
will be held at 6 p.m. Jan. 28 at the Dora 
Roberts Community Center. Tickets are 
$25. Funds raised at this and other FNRA 
events in West Texas support local youth 
shooting groups (Boy Scouts, 4-H, JROTC, 
etc.) law enforcement, education, safety 
and many other areas. Giveaways, games, 
and live and silent auctions will be held. 
For more information, call Melanie Gam-
brell at 432-270-7384.

• An account has been set up at T&P 
Credit Union for Herchel Lewis who is try-
ing to rebuild his house at 904 E. 12th after 
a recent house fire claimed the house and 
the life of Doris Lewis. Lewis is asking for 
help to gather funds in order to rebuild the 
house, which his family has called home 
for more than 30 years. For more informa-
tion, contact Lewis at 432-517-4308. 

• West Texas Opportunities Inc. will be 
closed Dec. 30 and will reopen for business 
Jan. 3 at its new location, 2001 Scurry.

• A benefit account for the Arguello fam-

ily, who lost two family members in a 
recent house fire in Coahoma, has been 
established at Western Bank. Interested 
persons can contribute to the account at 
any of the bank’s three locations (two in 
Big Spring, one in Coahoma). For more in-
formation, call 432-394-4256. 

• An account has been established at 
Wells Fargo to help defray medical ex-
penses for 4-year-old Zayde Stallings, who 
recently died of a rare heart condition. 
She was the daughter of Kenny and Renea 
Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more 
information, contact Four Seasons Insula-
tion and Siding at 264-8610. The account 
number is 7938527277.

• American Cancer Society will have 
its board meetings at noon on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month through April. 
Lunch will be furnished. Meetings will 
take place at Home Hospice, located at 111 
E. Seventh. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. 
Training will be provided and geared to 
your time frame. Volunteers are needed 
for in office duties as well as sitters, deliv-
eries and crafts. To find out more informa-
tion or to volunteer contact Sherry Hod-
nett at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that 
marks and brands be re-registered in the 
county or counties in which you operate. 
The re-registration period began Aug. 31 
and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At the con-
clusion date, all marks and brands that 
have not been re-registered are automati-
cally available for registration by another 
party. For additional information, contact 
the Howard County Clerk’s Office at 264-
2214 or 264-2213.

• Big Spring Education Employees Fed-
eral Credit Union is raising money to ben-
efit Maurine Pittman, who is undergoing 
cancer treatment in a Dallas-area hospi-
tal. For more information, call the credit 
union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at 
Western Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-
old Big Spring resident with cystic fibro-
sis who is recovering from a double lung 
transplant in Dallas. All donations are ap-
preciated. For more information, call 432-
213-0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its an-
nual heater drive and is in need of heaters. 
Donate new or used heaters. Monetary do-
nations are also welcomed. Donations can 
be made at the main office, located at 811 
W. Fifth St., Monday through Friday.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Picking a path that’s right for us

Obama making me lose cool

letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

a small prayer

May we deviate from earthly paths, Lord,
and get to know You and Your heavenly ways
through Your word. 
     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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Home Country

There are always two 
paths to be chosen. 

Neither one is more 
right than the other, but 

each will offer its own unique 
opportunity and 
destination. 

Both paths will 
have enticing op-
tions, neither be-
ing right or wrong,   
and contain their 
own set of draw-
backs. However, 
one will be the 
path that draws 
us in more so than 
the other. 

However, some-
times the life we 
think we want isn’t exactly 
what we imagined it to be. Then 
again, we forget to enjoy what 
we do have and focus on trying 
so hard to obtain the life exactly 
as we are picturing it and want-
ing it to be that we are blinded 
and unable to see the happiness 
we have within our reach. 

One thing we need to remem-
ber is that the life we are pictur-
ing may not be exactly what we 
get, but it doesn’t have to be. 
Our dream, the life we desire 
is meant to serve as nothing 
more than an outline to get us to 
where we want to be. A guidance 
tool if you will. 

Some alterations may take 
place before we find ourselves 
living in our dreams, but we 
shouldn’t let those changes stop 
us from pursuing  and eventu-
ally reaching our dream.

Life is not about the glitz and 

glamour. It’s about finding the 
little moments, the small ges-
tures that make us smile and 
bring us true happiness. It’s 
about finding love. As they say, 
life without love is not worth 
anything. 

Nobody lives a life of perfec-
tion, not even the rich and 
famous. Money can not buy 
happiness. It can however take 
it away. The things that really 
matter are the soft touches, the 
sparkle in a person’s eye as they 
look at you and that inner fuzzy 
feeling you get knowing you can 
lay down and wake up in the 
arms of happiness.

It’s not so bad to embrace the 
changes, the little details which 
aren’t exactly the backbone 
of our dreams, but considered 
more as stepping stones or build-
ing blocks. 

There is nothing wrong with 
things not being perfect or 
working out to the exact design 
we imagined. When we spend 
too much time focusing on the 
inconsistencies, the drawbacks, 
the less than perfect bricks 
building our path, we not only 
lose sight of where we are 
headed, but we also erase the 
work we have done. In focusing 
too long on what we haven’t yet 
achieved we end up creating a 
new path and one we are less 
likely to enjoy simply because 
we got ahead of ourselves. 

If we end up focusing too long 
on the imperfections we find our-
selves halfway down a path we 
don’t want to be on and before 
we know it, our dream is not 

only out of our grasp, but gone 
from our reach entirely. 

It’s important for us to not get 
so wrapped up in the little things 
going wrong that we lose sight of 
the bigger picture and jeapordize 
what we already have.

Every path is ours to choose. 
However, once we choose the 
path we are going to travel our 
job is not over. The journey is 
simply just beginning with the 
first step in one direction. As 
we continue we have to make 
decisions that will keep us on 
the desired path and if we aren’t 
careful, the choices will lead us 
in a completely opposite direc-
tion. 

As with anything in life, the 
final destination is decided by 
our actions. Each day is a new 
opportunity to either get one 
step closer to what we desire or 
draw ourselves back. 

Sometimes, there are no more 
chances, no more take backs. 
Sometimes, a moment of an-
ger causes you to pull the rug 
out from under your own feet 
and you are left with nobody to 
blame but yourself. 

The timeline may not be per-
fect, but no matter what, it will 
always be ours to make. Our 
choices will lead us to the end. 
The question is will it be where 
we want to be or will we allow it 
to take us somewhere we don’t 
want to be?

Contact staff writer Amanda 
Moreno by email at life@big-
springherald.com or by calling 
the office at 432-263-7331 ext. 234. 

Ask anyone. I pride my-
self on being seldom 
surprised, shocked 
almost 

never.
2011, however, 

called my cool into 
question. I was 
nothing but shock-
ingly surprised all 
year.

Take Barack 
Obama, particu-
larly since the 2010 
Congressional 
election or, as I 
like to call it, The 
Invasion of the 
Body Snatchers. I thought he’d 
be better.

Not that I didn’t have certain 
reservations about him from the 
beginning — his inexperience, 
for one thing. He’d never really 
run anything, let alone a gov-
ernment. But I thought he was 
smart as a whip and could figure 
it out.

I was also given pause by the 
sheer number of Harvard and 
Yale graduates in his adminis-
tration. Harvard and Yale alums 
tend to have an answer for 
everything. Sometimes it’s even 
the right answer.

Still, I expected great things 
from him. He was obviously 
bright and eloquent and able to 
inspire people, all qualities that 
his immediate predecessor was 
innocent of. Yet his presidency 
has revealed too few of those 
qualities, instead erring on the 
side of caution. He has invested 
a great deal of energy in trying 
to make common cause with 
his sworn enemy, a Republican 
Party whose leader in the Senate 
has said his No. 1 goal is to make 

Obama a one-term president.
Thus Obama has engaged in 

talk after talk, negotiation after 
negotiation with Republican 
leaders in an effort to find a 
bipartisan solution to the na-
tion’s problems, only to be 
stonewalled. This has left him 
vulnerable to the criticism that 
his presidency is a failure, that 
he hasn’t done what he said he’d 
do.

He can say, with some justice, 
“I tried to do those things, but 
the Republicans wouldn’t let 
me.”

But what kind of answer is 
that for a president? Are those 
the words of a leader? Can you 
imagine Harry Truman saying 
that? Or Franklin D. Roosevelt? 
Surrounded by avowed politi-
cal enemies, they welcomed the 
hatred they inspired and wore it 
as a badge of honor.

I was kind of hoping for more 
of that from him. You know, 
“malefactors of great wealth,” 
that sort of thing. Instead we get 
“What we have here is a failure 
to communicate.”

He seems to have confused the 
“bully pulpit” with a “bully sug-
gestion box.” He’s been channel-
ing his inner Teddy Roosevelt 
lately, but he has a ways to go. 
Let’s hope he gets there before 
we wake up with Newt Gingrich 
as president.

Talk about surprises. Ging-
rich’s rise from the dead during 
this election was nothing short 
of astonishing.

I thought he was washed up 20 
years ago when his colleagues in 
Congress turned on him. Even 
when he turned up this year 
running for the GOP nomina-
tion, I didn’t take him seriously. 

Nor did he, apparently. The first 
thing he did as a candidate was 
run off to the Greek Isles with 
his wife. Then he surprised 
everybody by coming back with 
the same wife.

But lo and behold, suddenly 
when Herman Cain’s improb-
ably strong candidacy imploded, 
there he was, right at the top. At 
least for a while.

Not since the heyday of Rich-
ard Nixon had we seen such a 
comeback, unless you count 
Dracula.

And I suppose if I were listing 
political surprises of the year 
I’d have to include Cain. Never 
in my most baroque dreams did 
I imagine that the first Repub-
lican pizza executive to run 
for president would be African 
American.

Cain “suspended” his cam-
paign a couple of weeks ago 
because women kept showing up 
on a more or less daily basis, ac-
cusing him of loving not wisely 
but too often.

Historically, that has been a 
deal-breaker with the Ameri-
can public. You have to be Bill 
Clinton to get away with it. And 
I have no idea how he did it.

Apparently Newt does, though. 
In December, he “solemnly” 
vowed to “uphold the institution 
of marriage through personal 
fidelity to my spouse and respect 
for the marital bonds of others.” 
The fact that he was not imme-
diately struck by lightning leads 
one to the conclusion that God, 
if not actually dead, is certainly 
sleeping.

OtherWords columnist Donald 
Kaul lives in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. otherwords.org

donald

Kaul

amanda

moreno

When Pop Walker sneaked out the 
kitchen door the other day, it affected 
all of us. He’s been a resident of the 
Rest of Your Life retirement home for 

several years now.
  He still remembers who said what during com-

bat in Europe, but has a hard time remembering if 
he’s had breakfast. 

  The call went out down at the Sheriff’s office 
around 10 p.m. that Pop had slipped through the 
enemy lines, meaning the kitchen staff, and was 
on the loose. One of the deputies called Doc, who 
was a friend of his since forever, and Doc alerted 

the rest of us.
  Pop is one of our own, of course. A 

couple of years ago, he took his cof-
fee black and his philosophy straight 
at the philosophy counter at the 
Mule Barn.

   It was cold, and they found his 
heavy coat still in his room, so this 
wasn’t good.

  The deputies checked out the 
interstate and volunteers hit the all-
night diners to see if he’d checked in 
there. No luck.

  The cook at the home was crying, 
and she said Pop had been talking 

about going to see his buddy, Jasper, again, and 
did we know someone named Jasper?

  Sure. Jasper Blankenship, up at the cabin in the 
mountains. When we heard this, the hunt actually 
took more form. Two guys started up at Jasper’s 
place and worked down the road. Steve and Dud 
both went horseback and started from the edge of 
town.

  Steve found him. Pop was sitting and shivering 
under a tree high up on a ridge. Steve used the cell 
phone to let us know he was all right, then built a 
fire and wrapped a blanket around Pop.

  Pop wouldn’t go back until Steve told him Jas-
per was down at the home, waiting for him. And 
Steve let him ride in the saddle, too. But before 
that happened, Steve ducked off behind a rock and 
made another phone call, to be sure Jasper would 
be there.

  Two hours later, everyone had coffee and dough-
nuts back at the home, and they fixed the lock on 
the kitchen door. We have to be careful with those 
who have problems. We can’t afford to lose beauti-
ful people like Pop.

Brought to you by Slim’s award-winning book 
(and stocking stuffer) “A Cowboy’s Guide to Grow-
ing Up Right.” Learn more at http://www.nmsantos.
com/Slim/Slim.html. 

slim

randles
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sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 2 of 5 - Very Easy

3 7 2 8

3 4 9

4 5 1 9 2

6 2 5 4

5 7 9 3

1 7 5 6

6 8 7 3 5

9 2 4

8 3 4 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

By Steve Becker

See Sudoku Answer Page 11

News in brief
With 5 days to go to next primary, 
GOP rivals in race for money

WASHINGTON (AP) — As they try to derail Mitt 
Romney’s presidential campaign, his challengers 
face an urgent task: raising enough cash to com-
pete.

The campaign for the GOP nomination is moving 
into states that are more dependent on TV advertis-
ing, and nobody has yet been able to match the for-
mer Massachusetts governor’s financial operation.

Rick Santorum, riding a wave of momentum, 
nearly won Iowa’s caucuses on a shoestring but has 
no national fundraising network. Newt Gingrich 
vows to go after Romney in New Hampshire, but if 
history is any guide, he lacks the cash to do it. And 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry, a prolific fundraiser, still 
might be a threat — but the Iowa results showed 
his support has waned.

Romney’s campaign has spent more than $17 mil-
lion since January, while Gingrich and Santorum 
have each spent less than one-sixth of that.

Santorum, who finished just eight votes behind 
Romney in Tuesday’s caucuses, has already seen 
a surge of online donations, enough to cripple his 
campaign’s website shortly after the Iowa results 
were announced.

Obama unveiling revamped 
defense strategy

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama 
is putting his personal stamp on a rejiggered Pen-
tagon strategy for absorbing hundreds of billions of 
dollars in defense budget cuts, marking a turning 
point in U.S. security policy after a decade of war.

Obama planned to make a rare appearance in 
the Pentagon press briefing room Thursday to an-
nounce results of a strategy review that he ordered 
last spring. The aim was twofold: Streamline the 
military in an era of tighter budgets and reassess 
defense priorities in light of China’s rise and other 
global changes.

Obama’s decision to announce the results himself 
underscores the political dimension of Washing-
ton’s debate over defense savings. The administra-
tion says smaller Pentagon budgets are a must but 
will not come at the cost of sapping the strength of a 
military in transition, even as it gets smaller.

In a presidential election year, the strategy gives 
Obama a rhetorical tool to defend his Pentagon 
budget-cutting choices. Republican contenders for 
the White House already have criticized Obama on 
a wide range of national security issues, including 
missile defense, Iran and planned reductions in 
ground forces.

Obama also wants the new strategy to represent 
a pivot point in his stewardship of defense policy, 
which has been burdened throughout his presi-
dency by the wars he inherited and their drag on 
resources.

Romney looks for a 
big victory in N. H.

BRETWOOD, N.H. (AP) — After pocketing the en-
dorsement of erstwhile rival John McCain, Repub-
lican presidential candidate Mitt Romney is seek-
ing to lock down support in New Hampshire while 
preparing to woo voters in the conservative bell-
wether of South Carolina. His latest top rival, Rick 
Santorum, is facing renewed scrutiny of his record 
after a surprise showing in Iowa’s caucuses.

The newly recast field finds Romney, the former 
Massachusetts governor, reaching for a decisive 
victory in New Hampshire to solidify his status as 
the putative Republican front-runner. But his ri-
vals threaten to block that quest.

One is former Utah Gov. Jon Huntsman, who 
skipped the Iowa caucuses and told voters Wednes-
day he could “smell success” in New Hampshire. 
Newt Gingrich, still reeling from a barrage of nega-
tive ads unleashed on him by a pro-Romney super 
PAC, bluntly dismissed Romney’s efforts to cast 
himself as the most electable challenger to Presi-

dent Barack Obama.
“The fact is, Gov. Romney has a very limited ap-

peal in a conservative party,” the former House 
speaker said, setting aside his pledge to run a posi-
tive campaign to sharpen his criticism of Romney.

A pro-Gingrich super PAC sought to undercut 
McCain’s endorsement of Romney, posting online 
an ad the 2008 Republican presidential nominee 
ran against Romney when the two competed for the 
party’s nomination.

Poll: Shelters should limit 
number of animals they kill

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Seven in 10 pet owners 
say they believe animal shelters should be allowed 
to euthanize animals only when they are too sick to 
be treated or too aggressive to be adopted.

Only a quarter of the people who took part in a 
recent AP-Petside.com poll said animal shelters 
should sometimes be allowed to put animals down 
as a population control measure.

Gisela Aguila, 51, of Miramar, Fla., believes shel-
ter animals should only be euthanized when there 
is no chance they’ll be adopted — for example, if 
they are extremely ill or aggressive. “I don’t think 
shelters should be euthanizing animals to control 
the population,” she said.

She’d like to see an end to shelters destroying ani-
mals when they run out of room, saying, “We are 
way too civilized of a society to allow this.”

But Leslie Surprenant, 53, of Saugerties, N.Y., be-
lieves shelters should be allowed to control popula-
tions. She says no-kill shelters that only accept ani-
mals with good prospects for adoption or that turn 
away animals once the shelter reaches capacity do 
not solve the problem.

Texas police kill eighth-grader who 
wouldn’t drop pellet gun at school

BROWNSVILLE (AP) — The parents of an eighth 
grader who was fatally shot by police inside his 
South Texas school are demanding to know why 
officers took lethal action, but police said the boy 
was brandishing — and refused to drop — what ap-
peared to be a handgun.

The weapon turned out to be a pellet gun that 
closely resembled the real thing, police said late 
Wednesday, several hours after 15-year-old Jamie 
Gonzalez was repeatedly shot in a hallway at Cum-
mings Middle School in Brownsville. No one else 
was injured.

“Why was so much excess force used on a minor?” 
the boy’s father, Jaime Gonzalez Sr., told The Asso-
ciated Press outside the family’s home Wednesday 
night. “Three shots. Why not one that would bring 
him down?”

His mother, Noralva Gonzalez, showed off a pho-
to on her phone of a beaming Jaime in his drum 
major uniform standing with his band instructors. 
Then she flipped threw three close-up photos she 
took of bullet wounds in her son’s body, including 
one in the back of his head.

“What happened was an injustice,” she said an-
grily. “I know that my son wasn’t perfect, but he 
was a great kid.”

At 75, Marion Barry gears 
up for another D.C. campaign

WASHINGTON (AP) — As HBO considers mak-
ing a movie about Marion Barry with Eddie Mur-
phy in the title role, the real Barry is doing some-
thing that comes naturally: running for re-election 
in the nation’s capital.

Barry, the former four-term District of Columbia 
mayor whose legacy will always be tainted by his 
1990 arrest after being caught on video smoking 
crack cocaine in an FBI sting operation, now plays 
the role of elder statesman on the D.C. Council, 
where he represents a poor, predominantly black 
ward.

At 75, Barry walks stiffly and slowly, having sur-
vived prostate cancer, a kidney transplant and a 

gunshot wound he suffered when Hanafi Muslims 
attacked city hall in 1977. But the man once dubbed 
the city’s “Mayor for Life” says he has more influ-
ence than in more than a decade and fully intends to 
seek a third straight council term this year, even if 
the prospect makes some wince. He goes so far as to 
predict his victory margin in Ward 8, the neighbor-
hood east of the Anacostia River where he remains 
popular, saying he’ll capture at least 70 percent in 
the April Democratic primary.

“I have more white support than people say I do, 
but I don’t worry about that,” Barry said, referring 
to the ward he represents. “That’s what frustrates 
some of these white people out here. They get frus-
trated, all worked up. They can’t do a damn thing to 
me or about me. Isn’t that funny?”

While Barry is quick to dismiss his critics and 
boast that he’s won 10 of 11 election contests, there 
is one subject he won’t discuss: the possible Spike 
Lee film about Barry that could star Murphy.

One year on, no suspect jailed 
as investigation reveals little about 
Egypt’s church bombing

CAIRO (AP) — Just over a year ago, Amira Mau-
rice was attending a New Year’s Eve Mass in the 
Saints Church in Egypt’s Mediterranean coastal 
city of Alexandria with her parents and fiance, their 
marriage set for only a few months away. Then the 
bomb blast ripped through the church.

Now, the 28-year-old pharmacist is in Germany 
undergoing the latest in a string of surgeries to save 
her leg and deal with her burns. Her fiance is dead, 
one of the 21 people killed in the suicide bombing 
targeting the church.

Another New Year’s has passed since, and there 
are still no answers in Egypt’s most dramatic anti-
Christian attack. The investigation was halted 11 
months ago and never picked up again. The only 
suspects ever detained were released, and it’s not 
clear they had any role in it. No new suspects have 
ever been named.

“Nothing. Nothing at all has happened with the 
investigation,” said Maurice’s father, Nabil.

Bombs kill 27 
in Baghdad

BAGHDAD (AP) — 
A wave of explosions 
struck two Shiite neigh-
borhoods in Baghdad on 
Thursday, killing at least 
27 people and intensify-
ing fears that insurgents 
are stepping up attacks 
after the U.S. troop with-
drawal that was com-
pleted last month.

The attacks began with 
the explosion of a bomb 
attached to a motorcycle 
near a bus stop where 
day laborers gather to 
look for work in the Sadr 
city neighborhood. One 
of those who witnessed 
the attack said it filled 
the area with thick black 
smoke.

“People have real fears 
that the cycle of violence 
might be revived in this 
country,” said Tariq An-
nad, a 52-year-old gov-
ernment employee who 
lives nearby.

That attack was fol-
lowed by the explosion 
of a roadside bomb. Po-
lice found a third bomb 
nearby and defused it.
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Former Cowboy receiver Hurd indicted
DALLAS (AP) — Former 

NFL wide receiver Sam Hurd 
was indicted Wednesday on 
federal drug conspiracy and 
possession charges after he 
and another man were ac-
cused of trying to establish a 
drug-dealing network.

The indictment handed up 
by a federal grand jury in Dal-
las accuses Hurd, cut by the 
Chicago Bears after his arrest 
last month during an under-
cover drug sting, and code-
fendant Toby Lujan of single 
counts of cocaine possession 
and conspiracy to possess co-

caine. It also seeks forfeiture 
of $88,000 in cash by Lujan 
and a 2010 Cadillac Escalade 
by Hurd.

Hurd remained free on 
$100,000 bond. Both could be 
sentenced to 10 years to life 
in prison if convicted of con-
spiracy and up to 40 years in 
prison if convicted of the pos-
session count. 

Hurd’s attorney, David Ken-
ner of Encino, Calif., declined 
to comment on the indict-
ment until he could review 
the documents.

Federal court documents 

listed no attorney or custody 
status for Lujan, a Dallas 
resident. No court dates have 
been set.

The 26-year-old Hurd, a San 
Antonio resident who now 
lives in the Chicago area, 
was arrested Dec. 14 outside 
a Chicago steakhouse after 
authorities said he agreed 
to buy a kilogram of cocaine 
from an undercover agent. 
The Bears cut the former Dal-
las Cowboys receiver Dec. 16, 
two days after his arrest.

According to court docu-
ments, a confidential infor-

mant told federal Homeland 
Security investigators last 
July that a man, now identi-
fied as the 26-year-old Lujan, 
was trying to arrange pur-
chase of cocaine for an un-
identified man, later identi-
fied as Hurd.

The complaint said Hurd 
was arrested outside a Chi-
cago steakhouse after alleg-
edly telling an undercover 
agent that he was interested 
in buying five to 10 kilograms 
of cocaine and 1,000 pounds 
of marijuana per week to dis-
tribute in the Chicago area.

Hurd told the agent a “co-
conspirator is in charge of do-
ing the majority of the deals” 
while he focused on “higher-
end deals,” the complaint 
said. 

He agreed to pay $25,000 for 
each kilogram of cocaine and 
$450 a pound for the marijua-
na, according to the charges, 
and then said he could pay for 
a kilo of cocaine — about 2.2 
pounds — after “he gets out of 
practice.” 

He walked out of the res-
taurant with the package and 
was arrested.

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
The Clippers are more 
than just Blake Griffin, 
Chris Paul and a no-
name supporting cast.

Ask the Houston Rock-
ets.

Griffin had 22 points 
and nine rebounds be-
fore sitting out most of 
the fourth quarter, Paul 
added 20 points and 10 
assists, and the Clippers 
cruised to a 117-89 vic-
tory over Houston on 
Wednesday night.

But it was the com-
bined efforts of Chaunc-
ey Billups, DeAndre Jor-
dan, Caron Butler and 
reserve guard Randy 
Foye that helped turn the 
game into a laugher.

“We have so many 
weapons. And when guys 
are hitting shots, it’s 
tough to stop us,” Griffin 
said. “With Chauncey 
and Caron (Butler) and 

D.J. at the rim, it’s hard 
to guard all those things. 
So most of the time we 
get open looks and high-
percentage shots. The 
key is just not forcing 
shots.”

Paul was 9 for 14 from 
the field and had three 
steals, extending his 
streak to 14 consecutive 
games with at least one. 
Foye locked it up by scor-
ing 14 of his 16 points in 
the fourth quarter. Jor-
dan had eight rebounds 
and seven points in 28 
minutes, failing to block 
an opponents’ shot for 
the first time in his last 
19 games.

Billups returned to the 
lineup, playing his first 
home game with the Clip-
pers after sitting out two 
because of a sore groin. 
He scored 13 points in 22 
minutes. The five-time 
All-Star, claimed from 

the New York Knicks in 
a waiver auction Dec. 12, 
averaged 16 points in his 
first two games with the 
club.

“He just gives us an-
other solid guard — and 
a great guard,” Griffin 
said. “He always takes 
care of the ball, he gets 
good shots and gets ev-
eryone else involved. 
Having a guy like that, 
it’s hard to put a price on 
that.”

Billups was instrumen-
tal in the Clippers hold-
ing Kevin Martin to 14 
points, after he averaged 
23.8 over his previous 
four games. Martin took 
only nine shots in 25½ 
minutes.

“It was a team thing, 
and it started with 
Chauncey,” Griffin said. 
“But every time Martin

See NBA, Page 11

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Alabama 
receiver Marquis Maze isn’t about to 
concede anything to LSU, not even 
the kicking game.

Sure, the top-ranked Tigers con-
trolled field position with Brad 
Wing’s punts when the teams met two 
months ago in what, back then, was 
called the game of the century. And 
those four field goals missed by the 
No. 2 Crimson Tide have left a stamp 
on the season.

So maybe it’s OK to admit LSU has 
an edge in special teams? Maze, who 
had one of Wing’s punts sail over his 
head, isn’t buying it.

“I don’t think nobody’s better than 
us on either side of the ball,” he said. 
“Or special teams.”

Now, the Tide (11-1) has a chance to 
show it. Both teams arrived in New 
Orleans on Wednesday with a few 
more days of hype and preparation 
ahead of a rematch that will decide 
the Bowl Championship Series’ na-

tional title — and perhaps even which 
of the two Southeastern Conference 
Western Division rivals is actually 
better.

Both have something to prove. 
LSU (13-0), fresh from an SEC cham-
pionship, would love to show that it 
doesn’t need missed kicks and a goal 
line interception to beat ‘Bama. Win, 
and there’s no doubt who’s No. 1.

Maze and Alabama arrived in the 
Big Easy feeling like that 9-6 overtime 
defeat on Nov. 5 slipped away courte-
sy of missed opportunities. Now, the 
Tide gets a mulligan — and plans to 
make the most of its second chance.

“We did learn a lot from that game,” 
Tide coach Nick Saban said Wednes-
day, “in terms of things that we can 
do better.”

Alabama had only six points off sev-
en trips inside LSU’s 35-yard line last 
time out. Cade Foster missed three 
long field goals and Jeremy Shelley 
had one blocked, but the failed kicks 

were preceded by stalled drives.
—Avoid backfiring gambles. Like 

Maze’s pass on a trick play that LSU 
safety Eric Reid managed to wrangle 
from the arms of tight end Michael 
Williams at the goal line early in the 
fourth quarter. A replay upheld the 
interception call, but Maze believes it 
was a catch.

“Really, I think it was a bad call,” he 
said.

Wing buried two punts inside the 
Tide 5 and had a late 73-yarder that 
sailed over Maze’s head. There are 
surely plenty of other things Saban 
and his players can pick over.

“Just little mistakes,” nose guard 
Josh Chapman said. “Not capitaliz-
ing. Finishing. That’s the main thing. 
We practice this day in, day out, from 
spring ball. Finish plays. Little things 
like that.

“When you don’t finish the plays 
in practice it kind of carries over in 
the game. We didn’t finish on a lot of 

things out there and those guys capi-
talized on a lot of mistakes.”

Tide players have had two months 
to stew over, and study, that game. 
They’ve had extra time since Ala-
bama hasn’t played since Nov. 26 at 
Auburn, while LSU dispatched Geor-
gia in the SEC championship game.

“We just fell short, but this time 
around I feel like everybody absolute-
ly knows everything they’re going to 
do from watching film,” linebacker 
Dont’a Hightower said. “I feel like 
we’ve got a real good game plan so 
we’ve just got to go out and execute 
it.”

Fellow linebacker Nico Johnson 
said he “watched it a lot after we lost,” 
and once more during Auburn week.

“It was bothering me to see what 
point of the game that it kind of 
turned around and what plays caused 
this and that, and just trying to watch 
that and see what happened,” John-
son said. 

MIAMI (AP) — As the 
West Virginia Moun-
taineers celebrated their 
first Orange Bowl victo-
ry, safety Darwin Cook 
shared a hug with the 
game’s mascot, Obie.

They had run into each 
other earlier in the end 
zone when Cook scored 
the night’s pivotal 
touchdown, then leaped 
on the smiling orange. 
Only after the game did 
he learn a woman was 
wearing the Obie outfit.

“I didn’t know you 
were a girl,” he told her. 
“I apologize.”

The Mountaineers ran 
over everything in their 

path Wednesday night, 
including the Clemson 
Tigers. Geno Smith tied 
the record for any bowl 
game with six touch-
down passes, and the 
No. 23-ranked Moun-
taineers set a bowl scor-
ing record with their 
high-powered offense 
by routing No. 14 Clem-
son 70-33.

But it was a defensive 
player — Cook — who 
made the most memo-
rable play by returning 
a fumble 99 yards for a 
touchdown to break the 
game open.

Standing in the side-
line, Smith watched a 

video replay of Cook’s 
touchdown in disbelief.

“Crazy, man,” Smith 
said. “When I saw that, I 
knew things were break-
ing our way.”

Cook collided comi-
cally with mascot Obie 
after scoring one of the 
Mountaineers’ five TDs 
in the second quarter, 
including three in the 
final 2:29 for a 49-20 lead. 
It was the highest-scor-
ing half by a team in a 
bowl game.

“I always envisioned 
making great plays,” 
Cook said. “If you think 
it will happen, it will 
happen.”

Tavon Austin tied a re-
cord for any bowl game 
with four touchdown 
catches. Smith went 31 
for 42 and had 401 yards 
passing to break Tom 
Brady’s Orange Bowl re-
cord. Smith also ran for 
a score, helping West 
Virginia break the bowl 
record for points estab-
lished six nights ear-
lier when Baylor beat 
Washington 67-56 in the 
Alamo Bowl.

“Never could we 
imagine we’d put up 70 
points,” Smith said.

“It was like a virus,” 
Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney said.

The Mountaineers (10-
3) won in their first Or-
ange Bowl appearance 
and improved to 3-0 in 
Bowl Championship Se-
ries games.

“Our guys felt like 
they weren’t getting too 
much credit,” West Vir-
ginia coach Dana Hol-
gorsen said. “And they 
wanted to make a state-
ment in this game.”

Clemson (10-4) lost 
playing in its first ma-
jor bowl in 30 years. 
Despite the drubbing, 
Swinney said, the wait 
for a return trip won’t 
be so long.

“It won’t be 30 years,” 

Swinney said. “We’ll be 
back.”

The offensive show-
case was the latest in 
a succession this bowl 
season, and perhaps the 
last. Defense is expected 
to dominate in the fi-
nal BCS game Monday 
night, when Louisiana 
State faces Alabama for 
the national title.

West Virginia totaled 
589 yards and 31 first 
downs. Smith was cho-
sen the game’s outstand-
ing player but gave Aus-
tin an assist.

See ROUT, Page 11

AP file photo

HANGIN ROUND THE RIM — Clippers’ Blake Griffin makes a convinc-
ing dunk in recent NBA action. Griffin led the Clippers with 22 points in 
Wednesday night’s 117-89 defeat of the Houston Rockets.

Griffin, Clippers shoot 
down Houston Rockets

Mountaineers rout Clemson in Orange Bowl

Tide, Tigers roar into New Orleans for title game



CL A S S I F I E D 7BIG SPRING HERALD
Thursday, January 5, 2012

CLASSIFIEDSBIG SPRING HERALD

710 Scurry                                           263-7331                               www.bigspringherald.com

Announcements
MEXICAN FOOD catering 
service, guaranteed authentic 
dishes to choose from gourmet 
to simple...fair prices. Orders 
from 10 or more... Call 
(714)464-9112.

Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

432-561-7620 - Ricky Lucas
Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

ARE  YOU interested  in  a 
Rewarding Nursing Career?
Parkview Nursing and Rehabili-
tation is now seeking a 10p-6a 
Charge Nurse that is moti-
vated, caring and loves  the 
elderly.   Competitive   pay,
benefits and  great  family 
working enviroment. You may 
apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person at 3200 Parkway.

ATTENTION:
Universal Well Service

5212 E. IH 20
South Service Rd.

Under New & Complete 
Management

Now hiring experienced work 
over rig hands, operators, 

derricks & floors. Valid drivers 
Lic. required. Also experienced 
vac. truck, pump truck & winch 

truck drivers. Valid CDL Lic. 
required, good pay, insurance, 

benefits & uniforms.
Day phone 432-264-0775.

AUTO BODY Painter needed. 
Please apply in person at Pat 
Gray Body Works 700 North 
Owens.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: Workforce Solutions; 
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard 
College).

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS
needed   for   busy   Christian 
preschool. Full time or part time 
available. Prefer at least 1 year 
experience in licensed child 
care facility. Must pass criminal 
history check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
118 Cedar Rd.

Help Wanted

CDL DRIVERS needed for 
Vacuum Truck Service based 
out of Lenorah. Starts at 
$15/hr, Flexible schedule! 
Clean driving record. For more 
information call (432)816-6578.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with CDL with Tank & Hazmat 
Endorsement for Big Spring 
and surrounding areas.  Good 
Family   and Employee Health 
Benefits. Must be self moti-
vated. Call (325)226-5209.

DELL’S CAFE is looking for a 
Cook Helper. Come by 1608 
East 4th Street. Please No 
Phone Calls.

DON’S TIRE & Truck 
Service Inc.

S. Service Rd I-20 Exit 178
Big Spring, Tx 79720
Taking Applications: 

Alignment Tech: with experi-
ence, Must be 21 or older. All 
applicants must have a valid 
Texas Drivers Lic.
Tire Tech: Must  have valid 
Texas lic.

Apply In Person Only/ 
NO Phone Calls

DRIVERS NEEDED
Professional Transportation, 
Inc. is seeking local drivers for 
7-passenger mini-vans in the 
Big Spring, TX area. Drug 
screen, driving record, and 
criminal   background   check 
required. 1-800-471-2440

www.professional 
transportationinc.com 

EOE

DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers in 
Stanton, Texas. Requirements 
include Class A CDL with Tank 
and Hazmat endorsements. 
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1 
year tanker experience. Paid 
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family 
health & dental insurance with 
no premium contribution by the 
employee. 401K with company 
match  plus  profit  sharing. 
Company paid life insurance, 
short and long term disability, 
additional life and disability is 
available thru group coverage. 
Up to 10 days vacation starting 
first year plus 10 paid holidays. 
Uniforms provided. Call 
432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with Haz-Mat

2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits
$500.00 Sign-On Bonus.

FMI: 
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

Help Wanted
HIRING EXPERIENCED CDL 
drivers.   1-2 yrs  experience 
required,  with  clean  driving 
record. Pay DOE. Health, vi-
sion, and dental insurance 
100% paid! Apply in person: 
9400 South Service Road., 
Coahoma, TX.

IMMEDIATE KITCHEN Help 
needed.   Must  be  Neat  in 
Appearance.   Honest   and 
Dependable. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

Job Fair! 
Class A CDL Drivers Needed!

EagleOne is hosting 
a job fair on
January 9th, 

from 10am to 6pm:
EagleOne District Office

208 West Florida Ave 
Midland 79701

We are currently hiring 
on-demand 

Class A CDL drivers with 
2+ years experience 

(off-road and/or oil/gas industry 
is a plus!). Hazmat preferred.

$3,000 Sign on Bonus,
competitive compensation, 

health/dental/vision insurance, 
pd vacation and more!
For more information, 

call 
479-242-2532 or 
432-685-1425.

www.goeagleone.com

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

NOW HIRING Diesel Mechanic 
and Operators for Backhoe, 
Forklift, Belly Dump, Vacuum 
Truck & Pump Truck. MUST 
have CDL. Please apply at 
4205 N. Hwy. 87

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a 
Winch Truck

No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work 

manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr

Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600

1305 E. Airpark Drive

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING COOKS. MUST 
BE AVAILABLE DAYS, 
NIGHTS, AND WEEKENDS. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

WANTED JOURNEYMAN
Electrician   or   Experienced 
Apprientace Electrician with a 
minimum of two years experi-
ence.
TESSCO
512 Industrial
Snyder Texas 79549
325-574-1100

Help Wanted
PRICE CONSTRUCTION, Ltd.
We  are  currently  hiring  for 
experienced: Class ‘‘A’’ CDL 
drivers. We offer competitive 
wages, Health Insurance for 
full time employees after 90 
days. After six months 401K 
participation with an employer 
matching percentage. 

Equal Opportunity Employer.
Salary will depend on experi-
ence, please come by Price 
Construction. 2701 Hwy. 350 
(Snyder Highway)  to  pick  up 
an  application  or  email  your 
resume to 
billie@priceconstruction.com

RUSSELL CELLULAR in Big 
Spring Texas is hiring for the 
positions of Store Manager and 
Wireless Sales Representative. 
To learn more about Russell 
Cellular and to apply please 
visit: www.careerbuilder

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center 
(1001 Birdwell Ln., Howard 
College- Charles Warren Bld. 
106), KEYWORD: PARAGON. 
EOE.

Seeking Experienced 
Sitters/CNA’s to work for Pri-
vate Duty Clients. Hourly Rate.
Call: 1-800-201-5904  All shifts 
available.  E.O.E. 

SEEKING  LINE walker  for 
natural gas processing plant 
NE of Big Spring, TX. Must 
have valid Texas driver’s li-
cense and be able to pass drug 
screening. Must be physically 
able to walk long distances fol-
lowing natural gas lines. Send 
resume to: Plant Supervisor, 
11703 E. FM 846, Coahoma, 
TX 79511 or email 
mwcol@wtggas.com or fax 
432-399-4290.

The BEST WESTERN Hotel in 
Big Spring is looking to fill 
Housekeeping Positions. Both 
full-time and part-time positions 
are available. Apply at 915 
Lamesa Hwy..

Help Wanted

Store
Routes Open

2 hrs. per day.
Great opportunity for 

extra income.
Must have reliable 

transportation, 
drivers license and

insurance.
Stop by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT 
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment 
and outstanding compensation 
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter, 
Stanton, Texas

Pre-employment 
drug screen required.

EOE M/F/V/H

WESTERN BANK is seeking
An experienced

Executive Assistant
Excellent customer service 
skills and a willingness to work 
extensively with the public is 
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan 
documents. Should be skilled 
in Word and Excel. Job duties 
will include loan processing, 
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other 
secretarial   duties. Legal 
Background preferred but not 
required.  Salary  is  DOE. 
Western Bank is  an  Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please 
send resume to P.O. Box 
2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or 
email to hr@thebank.net.

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
FOUND maybe mixed Chihua-
hua/ Rat Terrier. Tall, white 
with brown spots (Male). Found 
around Marcy house/ Wasson 
Road. Call 432-267-1910.

Lost and Found
LOST KIDS Dog. 7 months 
old, Salt & Pepper shaved 
miniature Schnauzer. Last 
seen Dec. 31st on Alabama 
Street. Call 432-263-9979. 

Pets
FREE TO good home small 
Shih-Tzu’s. 1 Female- 2 years 
old & 1 male- 1 year old. Call 
(432)267-1088.

Real Estate for Rent
1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq.  Ft. 
building. Two overhead doors, 
large office, restroom, $600 a 
month. $600 deposit. 
432-213-2319.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month. 
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport. 
Very Nice. $1250 month. 
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

704 S. LANCASTER 2 Bdrm, 
1 bath. $550.00 Month, 
$400.00 Deposit. Newly Re-
modeled carpet & tile. Stove 
and refrigerator. Must have 
References.  Call 
(432)270-7179.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

NEWLY REMODELED 3 bdrm, 
1 bath central heat/air, 
washer/dryer   connections. 
Deposit required. $750.00 a 
month. Also have 1 Bdrm Apt...  
Call 432-270-0571 for more in-
for.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE- 409 John-
son 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 1400 sq ft.. 
Nice backyard with bonus 
room. $35,000.00. Call 
325-277-4923.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

SINGLE PROFESSIONAL
looking for a house or town 
home to rent or lease-to-buy. 
Small pets allowed. Call 
303-974-0074.

UNFURNISHED, 2 bdr/1bath, 
fenced backyard, near shop-
ping and grocery store. Ken-
twood school district, $500.00 
month, $300.00 deposit, call 
432-264-0971.

CNAs/LVNs
Full time CNA for either 2-10 or 

10-6 shift. ALSO Part time LVN for 
2-10 weekend shift. 

Experience preferred. Must have 
TEXAS state license or 

 Call Emma Aguilar, Adm or 
Jeralynn Romine, RN, DON at 

(806) 872-2141, 
or apply in person at 

SAGE HEALTH CARE CENTER, 
1201 North 15th St, Lamesa, TX

230298

Rolling Plains Memorial Hospital, 
Sweetwater, TX

is currently seeking a full-time Radiology 
Technologist 11 p.m. - 7 a.m. Monday - Friday. 

Cross training available in CT. Must have current 
ARRT or registry eligible and TDH certified. 

R.P.M.H. offers excellent salary and benefits.
Application online at RPMH.net

or contact H.R. Director
at 235-1701, ext. 222.

EOE 229704

BIG SPRING AREA

Oilfield
Apprentice Electrician

Applicant must have at least 1-2 years of experience in an indus-
trial or oilfield environment. The qualified candidate should have 
experience with ridgid conduit, and general knowledge of motor 
controls and transformers.

Requirements
Must live in or around the Big Spring area
Must have a valid Texas driver’s license with good driving record 
(No DUI’s convictions)
Professional, conscientious, courteous and a team player with a 
high standard for safety
Must pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Lone Star offers competitive compensation; excellent paid benefits 
including uniforms, medical/dental plan with prescription card, 
life insurance, vacation and holidays.

Submit your resume or application online at:
www.lonestarcorporation.com

Lone Star Instrumentation & Electric Corporation
2172 West 42nd Street
Odessa, Texas 79764

(432) 368-7827   Fax: (432) 368-7829
230116
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

AUTO BODY

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.
(off 11th Place Extension)

Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000

CALL
264-0623 23

04
77

FIREWOOD

23
04

81

Clean Curried
Firewood

Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$300.00 per cord

Call
(325) 762-4262

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”
With RAL Approval*

219379

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.

Efficiency 
1 & 2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/1 
$10,000. with $1,000. Down. 
Approximately $250 monthly 
for 6 years. Owner Financing 
Available. Call 210-828-3573.

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

A LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

BY    OWNER/    No    Owner 
Finance.  1202   Buena   Vista. 
3 Bdrm, 2  bath, 2 car garage, 
shop, 1 acre of land. Coahoma 
ISD. Call 432-466-1616, 
413-7400. 

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

BY OWNER: 3/2, metal shop, 
7.3 acres, city/country living, 
F.I.S.D.. Call (432)816-7806 for 
details. 

COUNTY  HOME 3 Bedroom, 
2 bath. Concrete construction 
little upkeep. Good waterwell, 1 
acre outside of city limits. New 
carpet, laminate, paint- New 
roof, Very Clean. 1 mile North 
of Big Spring, off Birdwell. 
$64,500.00. Linda Barnes 
(432)270-0062.

NEW HOME- Near Completion 
3216 Fenn. 3 Bedroom, 2 bath 
brick, 1601 sq. ft.  No Owner 
Finance. Call (432)517-0528.

Legals
PRE-INVITATION TO BID

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package 6, Above Slab Construc-
tion for the  Ward  County  Water 
Supply Expansion Project. Bid 
Deadline is February 23, 2012 at 
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For  more 
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7214 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, & 10, 2012

Legals

00010 Invitation for Bids
Sealed proposals addressed to 

Mr. John Grant, General Manager 
of the Colorado River Municipal 
Water District, will be received at 
the office of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box 
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, until  Thursday, 
January 19, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. for 
the construction of the following 
project:

O.H. Ivie Reservoir
Intake Channel 

Dredging
At this time and place the propos-

als will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.  Any bid received after 
closing time will not be accepted 
and  will  be  returned  to  sender 
unopened.

Specifications are on file and may 
be examined without charge in the 
office of the Colorado River Munici-
pal Water District, P.O. Box 869, 
400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, Telephone 
(432)267-6341, and the office of 
Freese and Nichols, Inc., Consult-
ing Engineers, 4055 International 
Plaza, Suite 200, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76109-4895, Telephone 
(817)735-7300. 

Advertisement and information 
for the Project can be found at the 
following web site:

http://construction.freese.com
Contract Documents may be 

downloaded or viewed free of 
charge at this web site.  It is the 
downloader’s   responsibility   to 
determine that a complete set of 
documents,  as   defined   in  the 
Instructions     to    Offerors     are 

received.  Printed copies of the 
Contract Documents may be pur-
chased at the website for the cost 
of printing.  The cost for printed 
Contract    Documents    is    not 
refunded.

The  web  site  will  be  updated 
periodically with addenda, lists of 
interested parties, reports or other 
information relevant to submitting a 
proposal for the Project.

There will be a non-mandatory 
pre-bid meeting on Friday January 
6, 2012 at 1:30 pm, at the CRMWD 
O.H. Ivie Pump Station adjacent to 
the site, located at O.H. Ivie Reser-
voir at the intersection of FM 
1929/Ray Stoker Junior Highway 
and Mustang Creek Road.  A site 
trip will follow after the meeting.

A bid security bond shall be as 
set forth in the instructions to Bid-
ders. Performance and Payment 
Bonds are required for this contract 
and shall be executed on the forms 
provided in the Contract Docu-
ments.

In case of ambiguity or lack of 
clarity in stating proposed prices, 
the  Colorado  River  Municipal 
Water District reserves the right to 
adopt the  most  advantageous 
construction thereof, to reject any 
or all bids, and to waive formalities.  
The District anticipates that it will 
award the contract by February 3, 
2012.  No bid may be withdrawn 
within ninty (90) days after date on 
which bids are opened.

COLORADO RIVER 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
John Grant, General Manager

#7204 December 22, 29, 2011 and 
January 5, 2012

Sealed Proposals addressed to Mr. 
John Grant, General Manager of 
the   Colorado   River   Municipal 
Water District, will be received at 
the office of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box 
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, until  Thursday, 
January 12, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. for:

Contract B: Ward County 
48/42-inch Parallel Pipeline

The Proposals will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at this time 
and place. Any Proposals received 
after   closing   time   will  not   be 
accepted and will be returned to 
sender unopened.
Advertisement, bid phase informa-
tion  and   complete  Contract 
Documents can be downloaded 
free of charge at the following web 
site: 
http://construction.freese.com
Printed copies of the Contract 
Documents may be purchased at 
the website for the cost of printing.  
The cost for printed Contract Docu-
ments is not refunded.

COLORADO RIVER 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
John Grant, General Manager

#7217 December 22 & 29, 2011 
and January 5, 2012

Legals

Sealed Proposals addressed to Mr. 
John Grant, General Manager of 
the   Colorado   River   Municipal 
Water District, will be received at 
the office of the Colorado River 
Municipal Water District, P. O. Box 
869, 400 E. 24th Street, Big Spring, 
Texas 79721, until  Thursday, 
January 12, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. for: 

Contract A: Ward County 
48-inch Parallel Pipeline

The Proposals will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at this time 
and place. Any Proposals received 
after   closing   time   will   not   be 
accepted and will be returned to 
sender unopened.
Advertisement, bid phase informa-
tion   and  complete  Contract 
Documents can be downloaded 
free of charge at the following web 
site: 
http://construction.freese.com
Printed copies of the Contract 
Documents may be purchased at 
the website for the cost of printing.  
The  cost  for  printed Contract 
Documents is not refunded.

COLORADO RIVER 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
John Grant, General Manager

#7218 December 22 & 29, 2011 
and January 5, 2012

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
Subcontractor and supplier partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  7  Big   Spring  Pump 
Station for the Ward County Water 
Supply Expansion Project. Bid 
Deadline is January 26th, 2012 at 
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869. For  more  
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7223 January 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
22 & 23, 2012

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

The Colorado Municipal Water 
District (CRMWD) will receive 
sealed Bids addressed to John W. 
Grant, General Manager for pro-
curement of equipment associated 
with its ‘‘Vertical Turbine Sub-
mersible Pumping Units- Ward 
County North Well Field’’ project. 
Bids must be received at the 
CRMWD office at 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas 79720 on 
or before 3:00 P.M. on Thursday, 
February 2, 2012. No bids will be 
accepted after 3:00 P.M. As soon 
as practical after this closing time, 
all Bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.

The Work includes furnishing 
complete pumping unit assemblies 
for twenty-one (21) water supply 
wells in the CRMWD Ward County 
North Well Field located approxi-
mately nine (9) miles west of 
Monahans, Texas. The successful 
Bidder shall provide and deliver all 
equipment,   start-up   services, 
testing, training, labor, tools, super-
intendent, transition piece between 
column pipe and pump discharge 
case (if necessary), and all inciden-
tal items necessary for a complete 
installation. Installation of the 
pumping units is not a part of this 
Work. The Basis of the Bid will be 
unit prices for anticipated typical 
pump designs for this project; final 
pumping unit designs will be pro-
vided after a Supplier is selected 
and pumping tests are performed 
on constructed wells. Time is of the 
essence  in  completion  of  this 

project; the successful Bidder must 
be   able   to   meet   milestones 
specified in the Contract.

The Bid/Contract Documents are 
on file at the CRMWD Big Spring 
office and at the Austin office of 
Daniel B. Stephens and Associ-
ates, Inc. (4030 West Braker Ln., 
Suite 325 Austin, TX 78759). Elec-
tronic copies of the Bid/Contract 
Documents may also be obtained 
at no charge via the internet at 
http://construction.freese.com

Potential Bidders obtaining elec-
tronic copies of the Project Manual 
via the internet are responsible for 
checking the site for updates and 
Addenda that may be posted after 
the initial download.

Each Bid must be accompanied 
by Bid security in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the Bidder’s 
maximum Bid price, payable to the 
CRMWD, as a guarantee that the 
Bidder will execute a Contract for 
the Work if it is awarded by the 
Owner. The Bid security may be a 
cashier’s check, other certified 
check or bank draft from a char-
tered financial institution authorized 
to operate in Texas; negotiable 
U.S. Government securities (as par 
value);  or  a  Bid   Bond,   duly 
executed by the Bidder as principal 
and having as surety thereon a 
surety    company   meeting   the 
requirements   of   the   Project 
Manual.

CRMWD  reserves  the  right  to 
reject any and all bids.
#7225 January 5, 12, 19 & 26, 
2012

Legals

Legals

Legals

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

The moon and the sun
in earth signs at the
day’s start promises a
surprise-free morning.
It’s easy to see the
relationship between
cause and effect.
Practical efforts yield
tangible results. Then the
moon slips into Gemini,
increasing the amount of
speculation
and conver-
sation that
must
happen in
order for
things to
move
forward. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
There’s a
time to get
serious and
share a deep connection,
and then there’s a time to
go for the laughter. You’ll
do the latter, and a
certain someone will find
you irresistible because
of this. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Worry has its place
as long as it doesn’t last
long. If the stress puts
you in action, it was
worthwhile. Just be sure
to use negative tension as
a signal to move forward.
Don’t park in it.  

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). It may take you a
while to get going this
morning, but as the day
progresses, so do the

lightness and joy in your
attitude. People will
think you have a happy
secret that you’re not
sharing. And maybe you
do. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You want something,
but you’ve proved you
can live without it. This
is the perfect energetic
combination for getting
exactly what you want.
You’ll be loose and
playful enough to land
your desire. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Your intention of
becoming closer to a
person will be 80 percent
of what is necessary to
make that happen. The
other 20 percent will be
communicating that
intention. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You dream of
someday doing what
makes your heart sing
and having great success
with it. This isn’t the
kind of dream that
should wait for
“someday,” though.
There is time today to
engage in your happy
action.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You recognize that
while there is much you
can influence, no one on
Earth is powerful enough
to control it all. You’re
willing to give up the
reins in a situation and
accept whatever happens. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.

21). You’ll knuckle down
to finish a project that
really should have been
finished last year. Better
late than never on this
one. It will feel amazing
to go forward into your
new year unfettered.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Whatever you
are going through
personally, you realize
that others are in the
same boat. And still
others are in a sinking
ship, looking at your boat
and thinking it looks like
a rescue. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You and the
fates are working
together today. People
will tell you to do this or
that, and it’s all decent
advice. But the whisper
of fate that comes from
inside you will be the
best one to follow. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). There will be a
hurry and wait situation.
One way to feel better
about it is to skip the
“hurry up” part. Give
yourself plenty of
preparation and travel
time, and bring
something to read.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). People will pick up
on your signals, so it’s
best to know what they
are. Check yourself,
giving attention to what
you normally might not.
On a deeper level of
consciousness, what do
you really want?

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Jan. 5). Your fortunes
will multiply as a direct
result of your friendships
and working
relationships. You’ll pull
a plan together this
month. February brings
new partnerships and the
opportunity to align with
a winning team. Your
professional and personal
lives will blur together.
Family issues will be
resolved in May.
Aquarius and Aries
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 50, 2,
24, 15 and 47. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Bradley
Cooper embodies the
energy of tradition and
ambition associated with
his Capricorn sun sign.
An honors graduate of
Georgetown University
who speaks fluent French
and has won medals on a
men’s heavyweight crew
team, he is as well
rounded as he is
accomplished. Mars and
Neptune in Sagittarius
lend a sophisticated,
worldly flair to his natal
chart. 

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the
Holiday Mathis page, or you
may send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more about
Holiday Mathis and read her
past columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2012 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Thursday, Jan. 5, 
the fifth day of 2012. There are 
361 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 5, 1972, President 
Richard Nixon announced that 
he had ordered development of 
“an entirely new type of space 
transportation system,” the 
reusable space shuttle. (The 
first operational shuttle, 
Columbia, was launched in 
1981.)

On this date:
In 1589, Catherine de Medici 

(MEHD’-uh-chee) of France 
died at age 69.

In 1781, a British naval expe-
dition led by Benedict Arnold 
burned Richmond, Va.

In 1809, the Treaty of the 
Dardanelles, which ended the 
Anglo-Turkish War, was con-
cluded by the United Kingdom 
and the Ottoman Empire.

In 1895, French Capt. Alfred 
Dreyfus, convicted of treason, 
was publicly stripped of his 
rank. (He was ultimately vindi-

cated.)
In 1896, an Austrian newspa-

per, Wiener Presse, reported 
the discovery by German phys-
icist Wilhelm Roentgen (RENT’-
gun) of a type of radiation that 
came to be known as X-rays.

In 1925, Nellie T. Ross of 
Wyoming became America’s 
first female governor.

In 1933, the 30th president of 
the United States, Calvin 
Coolidge, died in Northampton, 
Mass., at age 60.

In 1949, in his State of the 
Union address, President Harry 
S. Truman labeled his adminis-
tration the Fair Deal.

In 1957, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower proposed assis-
tance to countries to help them 
resist Communist aggression; 
this became known as the 
Eisenhower Doctrine.

In 1970, Joseph A. Yablonski, 
an unsuccessful candidate for 
the presidency of the United 
Mine Workers of America, was 
found murdered with his wife 
and daughter at their 
Clarksville, Pa., home. (UMWA 
President Tony Boyle and 
seven others were convicted of, 
or pleaded guilty to, the kill-
ings.) “All My Children” pre-
miered on ABC-TV.

In 1994, Thomas P. “Tip” 

O’Neill, former speaker of the 
House of Representatives, died 
in Boston at age 81.

In 1998, Sonny Bono, the 
1960s pop star-turned-politi-
cian, was killed when he struck 
a tree while skiing at the 
Heavenly Ski Resort on the 
Nevada-California state line; 
he was 62.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Vice President Walter F. 
Mondale is 84. Actor Robert 
Duvall is 81. Pro Football Hall 
of Fame coach Chuck Noll is 80. 
King Juan Carlos of Spain is 74. 
Talk show host Charlie Rose is 
70. Actress-director Diane 
Keaton is 66.  Rhythm-and-
blues musician George “Funky” 
Brown (Kool and the Gang) is 
63. 

© 2012 The Associated Press.
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Bill Polian made one big 
mistake in Indianapolis: Not 
having an adequate backup 
for Peyton Manning.

It cost the Colts vice chair-
man and his son their jobs.

On Wednesday, Polian told 
The Associated Press that 
not grooming a replacement 
for the injured Manning 
was the primary reason the 
Colts collapsed this season, 
going from Super Bowl con-
tender to the league’s worst 
record.

“I’ve always told the staff 
that our approach should be 
to hope for the best but plan 
for the worst, and I didn’t 
do an adequate enough job 
of planning for the circum-
stances we were in,” Polian 
said in a phone interview. 
“It led to this catastrophe.”

When asked if he was re-
ferring specifically to find-
ing a backup for Manning, 
Polian said: “Yes.”

It’s the first time Polian 
has commented since he 
and his son, general manag-
er Chris Polian, were fired 
Monday.

The longtime NFL execu-
tive revived the Colts’ brand 
name in two seasons, turn-
ing a moribund organiza-
tion into one of the league’s 
model franchises. During 
Polian’s 14-year tenure, the 
Colts won 143 regular-sea-
son games, eight division 
titles, two AFC crowns and 
the first Super Bowl cham-
pionship in the Indianapo-
lis era.

Even all that couldn’t save 
Polian after a 2-14 record 
gave Indy the No. 1 draft 
pick.

“I understand what the 
dynamics are. So when you 
have the kind of season we 
had, there’s always some 
accountability and that in-
cludes me,” Polian said. 
“Was I surprised? No. The 
timing of it was a bit sur-
prising, but not the end re-
sult.”

Manning’s neck injury 
changed everything.

The four-time league MVP 
never played after under-
going surgery Sept. 8, his 
third and most invasive pro-

cedure in 19 months. With 
Manning out, the Polians 
scrambled.

First, they brought 17-year 
veteran Kerry Collins, who 
Polian originally drafted in 
Carolina, out of retirement 
for $4 million. Collins didn’t 
last a month. Curtis Paint-
er, Manning’s backup the 
previous two seasons, re-
placed Collins as the starter 
in Week 4 but struggled.

Still winless heading into 
December, the Colts finally 
turned to seven-year NFL 
veteran Dan Orlovsky, who 
ended a nine-game person-
al losing streak with two 
wins in five days just before 
Christmas.

But more could have and 
should have been done, Po-
lian said.

“We probably could have 
straightened out the defen-
sive situation a little earlier 
than we did, but that wasn’t 
critical,” Polian said, refer-
ring to the November firing 
of defensive coordinator 
Larry Coyer. “We needed to 
have a guy in place if Pey-
ton had gone down and we 
didn’t. It wouldn’t have been 
a playoff season, I don’t be-
lieve, if we had. But I didn’t 
do it.”

The outside perception 
was that other factors played 
into Jim Irsay’s decision.

Some suspected the Au-
gust acquisition of Collins 
didn’t go over well within 
the organization.

Others questioned Po-
lian’s recent drafts, which 
produced little impact from 
former first-round picks 
Anthony Gonzalez, Don-
ald Brown or Jerry Hughes 
until Brown’s late-season 
surge in 2011.

There was even a rumored 
rift between Polian and 
Manning, something Polian 
called “completely untrue.”

“He was the first person 
into the office after it hap-
pened,” Polian said. “There’s 
no rift at all. None.”

In fact, 
P o l i a n 
said, the 
two were 
s p e a k -
ing in 

the training room about 
Manning’s offseason rehab 
plan when Irsay called him 
into the office. The two Po-
lians then met separately 
with Irsay, and afterward, 
Bill Polian said, he and 
Manning talked for another 
45 minutes. Polian declined 
to provide details of that dis-
cussion, calling it private.

Does Polian believe Man-
ning will play again in 
2012?

“I don’t know. I can’t an-
swer that,” he said. “I rec-
ognize that’s been a frustra-
tion for fans, for you people 
in the media, and I wish I 
could have given you more 
concrete answers, but I just 
don’t know. I hope for his 
sake if he wants to play and 
the situation is right for 
him, that he can play.”

Polian’s influence hasn’t 
just been felt in Indy.

He laid the foundation 
Buffalo’s four straight Su-
per Bowl teams. He took 
Carolina to the NFC cham-
pionship in the Panthers 
second season. He helped 
devise the NFL’s salary cap, 
and has been a key player 
in reshaping many of the 
league’s playing rules.

Six times, he was chosen 
The Sporting News execu-
tive of the year.

Yet Indy was the only 
place Polian ever won a 
Super Bowl and, strangely 
enough, it was the worst 
season of his tenure that 
produced the proudest mo-
ment and biggest regret.

“You might think I’m 
proudest of the Super Bowls 
and all the playoffs, the di-
vision championships, but 
I’m really proud of the way 
the guys handled this sea-
son,” Polian said. “Regrets? 
I don’t have any regrets oth-
er than a 2-14 season.”

Colts fans might contend 
there should be one more 
regret on the list -- not play-
ing for the perfect season in 
2009.

Polian disagrees.
“We just should have re-

covered the onside kick and 
not had the interception,” he 
said, referring to two plays 
in the Super Bowl loss.

He said he has no hard 
feelings about Irsay, and 
credited the Colts owner 
with giving him everything 
he needed to win. The two 
have been friends for three 
decades, and Polian said he 
would welcome Irsay attend-
ing the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony 
if he makes it.

For Polian, the hardest 
part wasn’t getting fired. It 
was seeing his son lose his 
job.

“The family part of it is 
the hardest part, whether 
it’s Chris or any of the peo-
ple that are close to me,” 
he said. “Saying goodbye to 
people is the hardest part. 
When you’ve been here 14 
years, you’ve built up a lot 
of relationships. I’ve told 
the players for years and 
years to prepare for life af-
ter football because this is 
a terminal profession for all 
of us and that’s true. But I’ve 
been far, far luckier than the 
vast majority of people. I’ve 
worked for a great person, a 
great owner in Jim.”

Polian said he hasn’t con-
sidered whether he will re-
turn to football, though he 
will try to help his son and 
others land new jobs.
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got in the lane, DeAndre 
was making him take 
tough shots. Martin is a 
great player. Tonight he 
missed a few shots that 
he normally hits. We 
were fortunate, but we 
did a good job on him.”

Kyle Lowry had 17 
points and five assists 
for the Rockets, who 
won 25 of their previous 
31 games against the 
Clippers and held them 
under 100 points in 14 
of the previous 15 meet-
ings. Houston played 
without reserve swing-
man Courtney Lee, who 
injured his right calf 
Tuesday night in a 108-
99 loss to the Lakers.

“We struggled with 
everything tonight,” 
forward Luis Scola said. 

“We came in here and 
weren’t ready to play, 
and this is what hap-
pens when you don’t 
play hard. I don’t know 
how to explain it. What 
you do about it the next 
game shows what kind 
of team you are.”

Houston’s two best de-
fensive efforts last sea-
son — in terms of low-
est field goal percentage 
by an opponent — were 
against the Clippers. 
Los Angeles shot 36.4 
percent in a 96-83 loss, 
and 34.7 percent in a 99-
78 defeat.

“We made mistakes 
offensively and defen-
sively,” Lowry said. 
“It’s just something 
we’ve got to figure out. 
We can’t have nights 
like this. It was a ter-
rible day for us.”

Paul, who averaged 

20.6 points and 10.0 as-
sists in his previous 16 
games against Houston 
while playing for the 
New Orleans Hornets, 
had 11 points and six 
assists in the first quar-
ter to help the Clippers 
build a 67-55 halftime 
lead. Los Angeles ended 
the half shooting 67.5 
percent while commit-
ting four of its seven 
turnovers.

Reserve guard Ryan 
Gomes beat the first-
quarter buzzer with a 
17-footer from the left 
baseline for a 41-26 mar-
gin. The Rockets nar-
rowed the gap to 47-40 on 
Lowry’s 3-pointer with 
7:38 left in the second 
quarter, but got no clos-
er the rest of the game 
as the Clippers pulled 
away in the third.

Griffin, who went to 

the bench for good with 
10:17 remaining, fin-
ished with 16 points in 
the paint — including 
a dunk off an alley-oop 
pass from Paul to cap 
an 18-7 run and give Los 
Angeles a 85-62 cush-
ion with 5:47 left in the 
third.

“It’s been great play-
ing with him,” Paul 
said. “He is a workhorse. 
I saw that when I played 
against him, but play-
ing on the same team 
with him, you really 
appreciate how hard he 
works. But it’s our job as 
guards — me, Chauncey 
and the other guards — 
not to make him have 
to work so hard. We’re 
here to make his job eas-
ier, so that’s what we’re 
going to continue to try 
to do.”

Houston coach Kevin 

McHale emptied his 
bench during the ensu-
ing timeout, and the 
Rockets scored the next 
four points. Moments 
later, Griffin and re-
serve center Samuel 
Dalembert nearly got 
into it under the Clip-
pers’ basket before they 
were separated by Jor-
dan.

The fourth quarter 
became a showcase for 
Foye, who scored 10 
points in the first 3:42 
to help the Clippers in-
crease a 15-point lead to 
102-76. He added a layup 
to make it a 30-point 
advantage with 5:07 to 
play.

Notes: Sitting in the 
second row across from 
the Rockets’ bench were 
Steve Garvey and Orel 
Hershiser, who are in a 
group that is trying to 

purchase the Dodgers 
from Frank McCourt. 
Among their competi-
tion is Dallas Mavericks 
owner Mark Cuban. ... 
Rockets reserve F Mar-
cus Morris, the 14th 
pick in the draft, has 
played only 17 minutes 
in the team’s first six 
games. Twin brother 
Markieff, drafted one 
spot ahead of him by 
Phoenix, has played 117 
minutes through the 
Suns’ first six games. 
... This is the fifth time 
the Rockets have played 
the Clippers and Lakers 
back-to-back at Staples 
Center on the same 
trip since the building 
opened in 1999-00, and 
the first time they lost 
both. 

They came out with 
a split the other four 
times.
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“He won me an MVP,” Smith 
said. “He’s one of the quickest 
guys I’ve ever seen, and it’s just 
a blessing to have a guy like him 
on my team.”

Austin had 11 receptions, scor-
ing on passes of 8, 27, 3 and 37 
yards.

“I do know who the fastest kid 
on the field was,” Holgorsen said. 
“We made a conscious effort to 
get him the ball a bunch, and 
whenever we got him the ball, he 
made things happen.”

Clemson couldn’t keep up with 
the Big East Conference co-cham-
pions, although Andre Ellington 
did score the game’s first points 
on a 68-yard run. First-team All-
Americans Sammy Watkins and 
Dwayne Allen combined for only 
seven catches for 87 yards.

“We didn’t play too good,” Wat-
kins said. “We’ve got the whole 
next year to get right.”

Amid the flurry of points, de-
fensive back Cook came up with 
second-longest play in Orange 
Bowl history.

Clemson was on the verge of 
taking the lead in the second 
quarter when Ellington ran up 
the middle and disappeared into 
a heap at the 1. A teammate sig-
naled touchdown, but the ball 
came loose and Cook grabbed it, 
then took off with nothing but 
the end zone in front of him.

“Cook was the only one in the 
stadium who knew the ball was 
out,” teammate Bruce Irvin said. 
“That was a heads-up play.”

The potential 14-point swing 
seemed to deflate the Tigers, who 
had moved the ball almost at will 
to that point.

“They hadn’t really stopped us,” 
Swinney said. “That was huge. 
Then it snowballed quickly.”

The Tigers were doomed when 
quarterback Tajh Boyd commit-
ted turnovers on consecutive 
Clemson plays.

After Smith ran 7 yards on a 
keeper for a 35-20 lead, Pat Miller 
intercepted Boyd’s pass. Smith 
flipped a 1-yard touchdown pass 
to Austin and, on the next play 
a call was overturned, with the 
replay official determining Boyd 
had lost a fumble.

Alston then ran for a 1-yard 
touchdown with 4 seconds left in 
the half.

“Momentum swung not in our 
favor, and it was hard to recap-
ture,” Boyd said. “West Virginia 
is a great offense. You can’t really 
get behind them. We couldn’t stop 
them. Guys were gassed. Their 
legs were going. It was a tough 
loss — pretty embarrassing.”

Colts needed backup plan
No one man can be the entire team
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