
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Smiles and warm feelings 
aren’t the only things gener-
ated by the Christmas holi-
day, as officials with the city 
of Big Spring prepare for a 
major influx of something 
else this week: garbage.

Wrapping paper, bows, box-
es and other holiday leftovers 
will likely fill sanitation con-
tainers across the Crossroads 
area. However, the city has 
placed additional trash con-
tainers throughout the city 
in an effort to accommodate 
the holiday load, according to 
Assistant City Manager Todd 
Darden.

“We’ve placed four large 
dumpsters at several different 

sites around the 
city in an effort to 
deal with the large 
amount of trash 
generated by the 
holiday,” Darden 
said. “Those 
dumpsters will 
remain in place 
until Wednesday, 

giving folks a chance to get 
rid of items — such as large 
boxes — in the meantime.”

Darden said containers have 
been set up in the Coronado 
Plaza, at the Big Spring Mall, 
in the College Park Shopping 
Center and in the 700 block of 
N. Gregg Street.

One holiday item that won’t 
be allowed in those contain-
ers, however, are live Christ-
mas trees, which will be ac-
cepted only at the municipal 

landfill and municipal com-
post facility.

And while most of the gar-
bage generated by the holiday 
will end up in the local land-
fill, Darden said the Christ-
mas trees will meet a differ-
ent, more environmentally 
friendly fate.

“The compost facility will 
grind the trees up to be used 
in the compost,” Darden said. 
“That way we’re recycling 
them and not just throwing 
them in the landfill. The oth-
er reason we do this is to keep 
people from putting the trees 
in their dumpsters. When 
people put them in their 
dumpsters they get stuck and 
cause a serious problem for 
us.”

Trees can be delivered to the 
city’s compost facility, which 
is located adjacent to the mu-
nicipal landfill on FM 700. 
Darden said dropping your 
tree off is free of charge, and 
there are only a few, simple 
guidelines to follow.

“We need people to make 

See TRASH, Page 3

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

VA Medical Center offi-
cials have finalized plans to 
rename the facility after Big 
Spring’s lone Medal of Honor 
recipient.

The hospital will be offi-
cially renamed the George 
H. O’Brien Jr. VA Medical 
Center during ceremonies 
scheduled for Jan. 18, said 
Iva Jo Hanslik, community 
relations director for the 
VAMC.

Legislation to rename 
the center after George H. 
O’Brien Jr. passed Congress 
earlier this year and was 
signed into law by President 
Obama in October, and local 
officials had planned to offi-
cially rename the facility on 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11.
However, several dignitar-

ies who planned on attend-
ing had scheduling conflicts 
this month, so the ceremony 
has been moved to January, 
Hanslik said.

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn (R-
Texas) has confirmed he will 
attend the ceremony, which 
will begin with a reception 
at 3:30 p.m. Jan. 18. The offi-
cial renaming ceremony will 
be held 30 minutes later.

Also expected to attend are 
members of O’Brien’s fam-
ily and veterans who served 
with him.

O’Brien graduated from 
Big Spring High School and 
enlisted as a private in the 

See O’BRIEN, Page 3
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By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

When the Democratic pri-
mary polls open in April, 
longtime incumbent Howard 
County Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Emma Brown will take 
on challenger Larry Torres 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion to represent the seat on 
the ballot in November.

Assuming a Republican 
challenger doesn’t file be-
fore the primaries, the fate 
of the seat could be decided 
in April, as the winner of the 
election would go unopposed 
in November.

Brown, an 18-year veteran 
of the commissioners court, 
filed to run for re-election ear-

lier this month, 
citing unfinished 
business — most 
specifically the 
construction of a 
$2.7 million joint 
law enforcement 
center which will 
house both county 
and city law en-
forcement agencies under 
one roof — as her central rea-
son for filing.

“It’s often hard to boil it 
down to just one issue, but I 
think it’s safe to say I feel like 
I have some business to fin-
ish,” Brown said. “I’d like to 
stay and see this project, the 
joint law enforcement center, 
completed. The commission-

ers court has put 
a lot of time and 
effort in on this 
project.”

Brown said she 
sees fiscal matters 
as the biggest chal-
lenge facing com-
missioners in the 
coming years, a 

challenge the court must face 
without taking advantage of 
taxpayers.

“The budget has always 
been a huge challenge for the 
commissioners court, and I 
really think it will remain 
the biggest challenge in the 
coming 10 years,” she said. 

See PRIMARY, Page 3

   Brown         Torres

At approximately 11 a.m. 
Monday, this 18-wheeler 
traveling eastbound on the 
I-20 service road in front of 
Bowl-A-Rama lost control 
and went up the embank-
ment before coming to a 
stop.

HERALD photo/Angela Pace

Coming to a ballot box 
near you: Brown vs. Torres

HERALD file photo

A statue of George H. O’Brien Jr. stands in front of the 
local VA Medical Center. The facility will be officially 
renamed after O’Brien during ceremonies planned for Jan. 

VA renaming 
slated Jan. 18

From Christmas to compost,
how to dispose of holiday tree

Darden



Cherokee, was arrested Sunday on a charge of 
assault – family violence.

• DANNY FRANK WILSON, 54, of 4119 Parkway, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of harassment.

• DERRICK TODD DRAKE, 25, of 1515 Stadium, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of assault – family 
violence.

• MIGUEL ENRIQUEZ JUAREZ, 23, of 1604 Settles, 
was arrested Sunday on charges of prohibited 
weapons – switchblade/knuckles and possession of 
drug paraphernalia and two warrants from other 
agencies.

• MICHAEL NEAL BIRMELIN, 31, of 502 Young, 
was arrested Friday on charges of public lewdness 
and public intoxication.

• ANGIE FAY BROOKS, 44, of 1712 E. 15th St., was 
arrested Friday on charges of public lewdness and 
public intoxication.

• JEREMY DALE BLEVINS, 27, of 607 W. 17th St., 
was arrested Saturday on warrants for failure to 
maintain financial responsibility and no parking 
brakes.

• JOSEPH MICHAEL GONZALES, 29, of 2110 N. 
Birdwell Lane, was arrested Saturday on a charge 
of assault – family violence.

• CHRISTOPHER SHAWN JONES, 31, of 1307 Mt. 
Vernon, was arrested Sunday on warrants for 
assault by contact and nuisance – animal repeated-
ly at large.

• CLAYTON WILLIAM WIGINGTON, 25, of 602 
Highland Dr., was arrested Monday on a charge of 
driving while license suspended/invalid – no insur-
ance.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1400 block of Princeton.
In the 2100 block of Grace.
In the 200 block of W. FM 700.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
In the 1900 block of Martin Luther King Blvd.
In the 1500 block of Tucson.
In the 1500 block of W. Fourth Street.
In the 2600 block of S. Gregg Street.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 4500 block of S. Highway 87.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:
In the 300 block of E. Eighth Street.
In the 1100 block of W. Eighth Street.
• ASSAULT was reported in the 400 block of N. 

Scurry.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 60 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• CODIE COY MAY, 32, was booked into the coun-
ty jail Friday by the Martin County Sheriff’s Office 
on a Martin County warrant for aggravated assault 
and a Kerr County warrant for bail jumping – fail-
ure to appear.

See SHERIFF, Page 3

Ronnie Wales
Ronnie Wales, 66, of Big Spring died Saturday, 

Dec. 24, 2011, in a local hospital. Private funeral 
services will be held at a later date.

 Ronnie was born Feb. 3, 1945, in Oklahoma, an 
American Indian of the Choctaw Nation. He served 
his country in the United States Army and was a 
truck driver for most of his life. He married Betty 
Boykin on Feb. 5, 1983, in Las Vegas, Nev.

In addition to his wife, Ronnie is survived by a 
step daughter, Valerie Johnson of Benton, La.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Troy Brown
Troy Brown, 82, of Hale Center died Dec. 25, 2011, 

in Lubbock. Funeral services will be held 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2011, at 2 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church in Hale Center with the Rev. Carrol Green 
officiating. Burial will follow at Parklawn Memorial 
Gardens under the care of Kornerstone Funeral 
Directors of Plainview.

Visitation will be held Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the funeral home.

Troy was born Jan. 3, 1929, to Bayles and Bevie 
Brown in Loraine, Texas. He married Mildred 
Houchin Aug. 15, 1947, in Ackerly, Texas.

He is survived by his wife, Mildred Brown of Hale 
Center; two sons, Don Brown and wife Brenda of 
Hale Center and Dean Brown and wife Mickey of 
Canyon, Texas; one brother, Billy Brown and wife 
Gracie of Ackerly, Texas; one sister, Dovie Jo 
Batson and husband Gale of Ackerly, Texas; four 
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.

The family suggests memorials to First Baptist 
Church of Hale Center, P.O. Box 396, Hale Center 
79041; or Hale County Farm and Ranch Museum, 
Box 384 Hale Center, 79041; or a charity of your 
choice.

Online condolences may be made at www.korner-
stonefunerals.com.

Oliver Cofer Jr.
Oliver Cofer Jr., 87, passed away 

Friday, Dec. 23, 2011, in Fort Worth, 
Texas. He had resided in Big Spring 
from 1948 to 2001.

Oliver was born Oct. 7, 1924, to 
Janie and Oliver Cofer Sr. in Grand 
Saline, Texas. He graduated from 
Grand Saline High School in 1942. 
He studied journalism at North 
Texas State University in Denton.

Oliver took a job at the Alvin Sun 
newspaper as the youngest editor 

in Texas in 1946. He then accepted a job as circula-
tion manager of the Terrell Tribune from 1947-1948. 
He came to work for the Big Spring Herald in 1948 
and worked as advertising director until his retire-
ment in 1981.

Oliver dedicated many years to his community. 
He was active in the Jaycees, Elks Lodge, Salvation 
Army Advisory Board, Rotary Club and served as a 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador. In his profes-
sional field, Oliver served as president of the Texas 
Newspaper Advertising Manager’s Association. He 
also taught courses at Howard College in the mid-
1950s.

Oliver married his college sweetheart, Bonnie 
Marie Burleson in March 1946. They just celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary. They have two 
children, Vicki and husband Wade Trostle of North 
Richland Hills, Texas, and Steve Cofer and wife 
Dana of Hurst. They have two grandchildren, David 
of Maumelle, Ark., and Katherine Trostle of North 
Richland Hills, Texas. Oliver and Bonnie relocated 
to North Richland Hills in November 2001 to be 
near their children.

The family requests in lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the Salvation Army or the 
American Heart Association.

Graveside services will be held at the Peace 
Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park in Big Spring at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2011.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com
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New Year’s Day

The Following Financial 
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The Following Hours:
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Police blotter

Sheriff

Obituaries

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• JEREMY JOHN MILLER, 34, of 1425 E. Sixth St. 
Apt. 2, was arrested Friday on two warrants from 
other agencies and a charge of operating motor 
vehicle with wrong registration.

• JOHN MICHAEL WILKINSON, 26, of 2304 E. FM 
700, was arrested Friday on two warrants from 
other agencies.

• DAVID C. GANDARA, 33, of 805 W. Seventh St., 
was arrested Friday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• SALLY LEANNE HAIR, 32, of Post, was arrested 
Friday on charges of theft – shoplifting and posses-
sion of a controlled substance.

• JIMMY LEE SOLIZ, 24, of 109 E. 15th St., was 
arrested Saturday on warrants for failure to main-
tain financial responsibility and failure to use 
safety seat system with child.

• DANE EUGENE DELATOUR, 19, of Midland, 
was arrested Saturday on warrants for being in the 
park after hours and failure to appear.

• NAOMI TREVINO, 23, of 1009 E. 15th St., was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• CHELSEA LEE HOLMES, 29, of 1400 Park St., 
was arrested Sunday on charges of driving while 
intoxicated, evading arrest or detention using a 
vehicle or watercraft and duty on striking a fixture 
or landscaping.

• JIMMY J. NAJAR, 45, of 1312 Ridgeroad, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• JOSE HILARIO MARTINEZ, 25, of 1505 E. 
For more visit us online at
www.bigspringherald.com
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“We have a really good 
court right now, one of 
the best we’ve had in 
years, at least since Bill 
Crooker left. However, 
we have to continue to 
work hard on the bud-
get to keep it that way, 
and we have to do it 
without raising taxes. 
That’s going to be the 
real challenge in the 
coming years.

“We have to remem-
ber, we work for the 
people. We work for the 
voters and we have to do 
our very best to get the 
work done and keep tax-
es as low as we possibly 
can. There are always 
going to be other issues 
to tackle, but that one 
thing is always going 
to be at the center of it 
all.”

For Brown to serve 
another term, however, 
she will have to make 
it through the primary 
and past Torres, who 
works as a jailer at the 
county detention cen-
ter.

Torres said he feels his 
job gives him a unique 
perspective on county 
government.

“I have a lot of frus-
tration with the local 
government,” Torres 

said. “There just doesn’t 
seem to be a lot of com-
mon sense. I think 
that’s what spurred me 
on and got me thinking 
about running for com-
missioner. I just want to 
try to make a difference. 
I feel like I can make a 
positive impact.

“I’ve been on the in-
side of things. What I’ve 
seen, being inside the 
jail situation with a cou-
ple of past sheriffs when 
they got elected was af-
ter they got elected, they 
said you didn’t want 
to go in on your first 
term and ask for a big 
line item, like the jail. 
Thinking like that, they 
were just compound-
ing the problem. They 
didn’t want to tackle the 
big issues right off, and 
they were more worried 
about their own person-
al welfare than the wel-
fare of the county and 
the problems just kept 
getting bigger and big-
ger.”

Torres said he sees the 
county’s drought situa-
tion as the biggest chal-
lenge facing the com-
missioners court in the 
coming years.

“I think the biggest 
problem facing us right 
now is water,” Torres 
said. “I believe if we 
don’t get water, not a 
whole lot else is going 

to matter. That’s part of 
the frustration, that all 
of a sudden we’re out of 
water and the solution 
is not to use it. It’s like 
we’re just not thinking 
far enough ahead and 
that’s something we 
need to start doing. We 
need to look at the past 
to make better decisions 
for the future.

“It’s hard to say (what 
a long-term solution to 
the water issue is), but I 
don’t think we can rely 
on rain anymore. It’s 
just scary. We’ve con-
centrated on oil, it seems 
like. We have plenty of 
oil. But that’s just one is-
sue. It’s an important is-
sue. Looking at the bud-
get and maybe putting it 
under a microscope and 
looking harder at where 
you might be able to cut 
back, or add money to 
(it), if necessary.”

The primaries are cur-
rently slated for April 3.

While the filing pe-
riod to run for office in 
this year’s primaries 
came to a close Dec. 19, 
state officials have de-
clared there will be one 
last chance for politi-
cal hopefuls who want 
to toss their hats in the 
ring in 2012.

Unfortunately, no one 
knows when the second-
ary filing period will 
open, only that it will 

close Feb. 1. State of-
ficials are expected to 
announce the opening 
date for the filing period 
sometime in January.

Seats up for election 
in the 2012 election in-
clude 118th Judicial Dis-
trict Attorney, held by 
Hardy Wilkerson; How-
ard County sheriff, held 
by Stan Parker; county 
attorney, held by Josh-
ua Hamby; tax asses-
sor collector, held by 
Kathy Sayles; Precinct 
3 county commissioner, 
held by Jimmie Long; 
and Precinct 1 county 
commissioner, held by 
Brown.

Parker has filed to run 
for re-election, as have 
Long, Green, Wilkerson 
and Brown.

Howard County Elec-
tions Administrator 
Saundra Bloom con-
firmed that local resi-
dent M.O. Horton has 
filed to run against 
Parker for the office of 
sheriff, however, re-
peated attempts to reach 
both Horton and How-
ard County Republican 
Party Chairman Craig 
Bailey have been unsuc-
cessful.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

O’BRIEN
Continued from Page 1

U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1949. In 1951, 
he was ordered to active 
duty, completed officer 
training, and in 1952 
was sent to Korea, where 
he joined the 1st Marine 
Division.

He received the Medal 
of Honor — the highest 
military decoration be-
stowed in the U.S. mili-
tary — for “conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepid-
ity” in in the Battle of 

Triangle Hill on 
Oct. 27, 1952.

After leaving 
the military, he 
returned to West 
Texas, where he 
was an active 
volunteer at 
the Big Spring 
VAMC.

O’Brien died 
in Midland on 
March 11, 2005.

A statue of O’Brien, 
commissioned by his 
long-time friend Jerry 
Worthy, stands in front 
of the medical center.

“I am honored to have 

r e p r e s e n t e d 
this great Amer-
ican,” U.S. Rep. 
Randy Neuge-
bauer said in 
a statement. 
“Renaming the 
Veterans Af-
fairs medical 
center in Big 
Spring after Mr. 
O’Brien will 

keep his mem-
ory alive in Big Spring 
and the United States.  

It will also help us to 
remember the coura-
geous acts he achieved 
in service of his country 
and his brothers in the 
Corps.”

“We’re excited that 
this has become a real-
ity and we will be hon-

ored to recognize such 
a distinguished veteran 
who was raised in the 
Big Spring communi-
ty,” Hanslik said.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

TRASH
Continued from Page 1

sure all of the lights and 
ornaments are off the 
tree,” he explained. “We 
also can’t take it if it’s 
still wrapped in plastic 

or anything like that. 
You also need to make 
sure the tree stand has 
been taken off. Once 
they drop it off, we’ll 
take it from there.”

For those who choose 
to dispose of their trees 
in dumpsters, City Code 

Enforcement official 
Kenny Davis said the 
results could get serious 
— and expensive.

“If someone puts their 
tree in a dumpster or 
next to the dumpster, 
we won’t pick it up,” he 
said. “We’ll simply noti-

fy code enforcement and 

let them handle it.”

Contact Staff Writer 

Thomas Jenkins at 263-

7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 

at citydesk@bigspringh-

erald.com

Contact the Herald at 
newsdesk@bigspringherald.com

O’Brien

SHERIFF
Continued from Page 2

• ANGIE FAY BROOKS, 
44, was arrested Friday by 
the HCSO on charges of 
public intoxication and 
public lewdness.

• MICHAEL NEAL 
BIRMELIN, 31, was arrest-
ed Friday by the HCSO on 
charges of public intoxica-
tion and public lewdness.

• JEREMY JOHN 
MILLER, 34, was booked 
into the county jail Friday 
by the BSPD on Oklahoma 
warrants for possession of 
a firearm after conviction 
or during probation and 
reckless conduct with a 
firearm and a local charge 
of displaying wrong regis-
tration certificate.

• JOHN MICHAEL 
WILKINSON, 26, was 
booked into the county jail 
Friday by the BSPD on a 
charge of theft by check 
and a Taylor County war-
rant for theft by check.

• DAVID GANDARA, 33, 
was booked into the county 
jail Friday by the BSPD on 
a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• SALLY HAIR, 32, was 
booked into the county jail 
Friday by the BSPD on 
charges of possession of a 
controlled substance and 
theft.

• JIMMY LEE SOLIZ, 24, 
was booked into the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD 
on charges of failure to 
maintain financial respon-
sibility and failure to use 
safety seat system for 
child.

• DANE EUGENE 
DELATOUR, 19, was 
booked into the county jail 
Saturday by the BSPD on 
municipal warrants for in 
park after hours and fail-
ure to appear.

• NAOMI TREVINO, 23, 
was booked into the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD 
on a charge of public intox-
ication.

• JEREMY DALE 
BLEVINS, 27, was booked 
into the county jail 
Saturday by the BSPD on 

municipal warrants for 
failure to maintain finan-
cial responsibility and 
defective or no parking 
brakes.

• JOSEPH MICHAEL 
GONZALES, 29, was arrest-
ed Saturday by the HCSO 
on a charge of assault – 
family violence.

• JIMMY JOE NAJAR, 
45, was booked into the 
county jail Saturday by the 
BSPD on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• CHRISTOPHER 
SHAWN JONES, 31, was 
arrested Sunday by the 
HCSO on charges of assault 
– family violence and ani-
mal at large.

• JOSE HILARIO 
MARTINEZ, 25, was 
booked into the county jail 
Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of assault by con-
tact.

• CHELSEA HOLMES, 
29, was booked into the 
county jail Sunday by the 
BSPD on charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated, duty 
on striking fixture or land-
scape and evading arrest 
with a vehicle.

• DERRICK TODD 
DRAKE, 25, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday 
by the BSPD on a charge of 
assault by contact.

• DANNY FRANK 
WILSON, 54, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday 
by the BSPD on a charge of 
harassment.

• MIGUEL ENRIQUE 
JUAREZ, 23, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday 
by the BSPD on charges of 
open container, violation 
of a promise to appear, a 
municipal warrant for pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia and prohibited weap-
ons.

• CLAYTON WILLIAM 
WIGINTON, 25, was booked 
into the county jail Monday 
by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license inval-
id with a previous convic-
tion or suspension.

• MARK ANTHONY 
MOLINA, 47, was booked 
into the county jail Monday 
by the BSPD on a charge of 
assault – family violence.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

‘Cool’ cities not necessarily warm
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How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve 
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

Sometimes having caution 
can cause a bit of backfire

Addresses

The soft economy has 
left lots of Americans 
in place, whether they 
want to be or not. That 

would include the most mobile 
group, young people. But to 
the extent that adults ages 25 
to 34 are still moving, their 
preferred destinations seem to 
be "cool cities," 
according to U.S. 
Census Bureau 
figures. What are 
the so-called cool 
cities? Denver, 
Houston, Dallas, 
Seattle, Raleigh, 
Austin, Wash-
ington, D.C., and 
Portland, Ore., 
among others.

And what 
makes them 
cool? I had to 
ask. They have a "certain vibe, 
a coffee house scene, a night 
scene," responded William 
Frey, a Brookings Institution 
demographer who follows such 
trends. "You know it when you 
see it."

That's what I would have 
said.

Most interesting, young peo-
ple are headed to these places 
with or without a job. What are 
they thinking? They're think-
ing that if you're not going to 
have a job, you might as well 
not have one in a groovy place. 
"It's Only for Now" go the lyrics 
from "Avenue Q," a musical 
about recent college grads, 
unemployed in New York 
and learning they're not that 
special.

Speaking of college grads, 
the Census Bureau also reports 

that more educated Americans 
are moving to places that are 
already home to many like 
them. The result has been a 
brain gain for some areas and 
a brain drain for others. The 
gainers include Boston, metro 
New York, Madison, Wis., and 
California's Silicon Valley. 
Educated cities tend to have 
colleges, high-tech industry 
and, if you look at the above 
lists, generally liberal-minded 
attitudes. As such, they share 
many characteristics of the 
cool cities.

Note that most of the cool 
and educated places don't have 
cheap housing and low taxes. 
Note that most aren't in warm 
climates, and some have down-
right nasty winters.

The Texas cities would be the 
exception.

And they're not necessarily 
proximate to glamorous ski or 
beach resorts. Omaha has en-
joyed one of the strongest brain 
gains in the country, even as 
the rural Plains continue to 
lose educated people. During 
the last decade, the percentage 
of Omaha's adults with col-
lege degrees rose 6 points to 33 
percent.

What does Omaha have? 
Another question for Frey. 
"Omaha has a river (the Mis-
souri) and a close airport," he 
explains. It has nice amenities 
and offers face-to-face daily in-
teraction with people who have 
a lot in common. Like other 
favorites, it is cosmopolitan.

The apparent allure of 
densely populated regions goes 
against another prediction of 
years ago: that the communica-

tions revolution would cause 
the educated to spread out from 
the crowded urban corridors. 
After all, one could work any-
where with an Internet connec-
tion. So why slog through the 
slush on the Mass Pike when 
you could do your job beside a 
powdery ski slope in Colorado 
or a balmy beach in Maui — 
and in your slippers?

A few years ago, messy 
winters up north supposedly 
helped feed escapees to such 
Sunbelt hot spots as Phoenix, 
Las Vegas, Orlando and Riv-
erside, Calif. All those places 
are now working through the 
subsequent housing bust, and 
their influx of college grads 
has slowed to a trickle. Things 
will eventually turn around for 
them, Frey believes, "but it's 
never going to be as good again 
as in the middle of the last 
decade."

As for weather, "weather 
doesn't matter if you're in a 
place that has all kinds of con-
nections for you socially and in 
terms of your job," he says.

Isolation, even splendid isola-
tion, is apparently not the ideal 
life for the young and the edu-
cated. To quote from another 
musical — actually, to mis-
quote — "People need people."

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web page at 
www.creators.com.
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There seems to be a 
common line of demar-
cation separating two 
basic factions on the 

political right in the various 
skirmishes we have fought 
against Barack Obama, from 
their markedly different ap-
proaches to the budget battles 
to their differences in sizing up 
the GOP presidential candi-
dates.

On one side we have the 
more moderate 
group, which is 
more cautious, 
less risk averse, 
less excitable, 
self-consciously 
pragmatic and 
more tolerant 
toward an estab-
lishment ruling 
class, even if not 
per se establish-
ment itself. On 
the other side 
are those who 
perceive more urgency in our 
current national condition, are 
more adamant about adhering 
to conservative principles to 
reverse this catastrophe and 
reject the charge that they are 
recklessly purist.

Many from the first group 
have urged restraint and prag-
matism in the budget negotia-
tions, insisting it was too risky 
to force a government shut-
down with Obama, that the big 
prize is 2012 and the best way 
to secure it is to avoid taking 
a hard line, which would hand 
Obama 2012 propaganda am-
munition.

In each round of budget 
battles, with a spirit of defeat-
ism and resignation, they 
warned against Republican 
brinksmanship, because they 
were convinced Obama would 
automatically win every PR 
victory. It was as though they 
had forgotten who'd won the 
2010 congressional elections.

Obviously, they didn't believe 
Republicans could convince 
the electorate that they had the 
better argument, even though 
they were the ones drawing 
a line in the sand on spend-
ing, which was what caused 
the crisis. Also, they had no 
confidence that Republicans 

could persuade voters that 
Democrats were lying when 
they said that the government 
would actually default on its 
major obligations.

The first group seemed less 
outraged that the entire ruling 
class, including our GOP guys, 
allowed mere reductions in 
spending increases to be called 
spending cuts. Nor were they 
as troubled when our guys, 
instead of saying, "Sorry, folks, 
this is the best we can do under 
a dishonest socialist president," 
came closer to saying, "Hey, 
we've achieved a pretty good 
deal here in real terms."

This group assured us it was 
holding its major firepower 
for the 2012 elections. Yet 2012 
is here, and they still seem re-
luctant to bring out the heavy 
artillery. They are giving their 
full-throated support to Mr. 
Caution himself, Mitt Romney, 
once again saying we can't 
afford the risk of putting our 
support behind someone more 
conservative.

It appears they believe that 
national elections are a zero-
sum game with a fixed number 
of voters in both the Democrat 
and Republican camps, and 
that whichever candidate at-
tracts more independents (who 
are always presumed, in this 
static analysis, to constitute 20 
percent of the electorate) will 
win.

This reasoning strikes me 
as flawed because: a) twice as 
many people self-identify as 
conservatives than as liberals 
(this is different from party ID, 
but still); b) history invalidates 
the theory — e.g., Reagan; c) 
no one really knows what the 
amorphous term "independent" 
means; d) with a president 
as extremist and destructive 
as Obama, independents are 
much less likely to fall his way, 
and more likely to be receptive 
to conservative ideas, because 
they represent the opposite of 
Obama's failed policies, and e) 
it discounts the various aspects 
of voter intensity: 1) certain 
candidates will energize their 
base more, 2) certain ones 
might alienate some in their 
base so badly they stay home, 
and 3) certain ones may scare 

the otherwise apathetic inde-
pendents and even members of 
the opposite party to vote for 
the other guy.

The first group, generally 
speaking, is falling into Rom-
ney's camp, arguing that he is 
the safest bet and that we can't 
afford any risks, given the 
enormity of the stakes.

I'm just not so sure. So many 
number-crunching Republican 
analysts said he was a shoe-
in for the nomination in 2008, 
but their static analysis failed. 
Romney does not energize the 
base, especially the tea party, 
or anyone else for that mat-
ter. His appeal is not that he 
inspires, but that he suppos-
edly doesn't repel. But in fact, 
to the contrary, he does repel a 
good number of conservatives, 
because they don't trust him in 
general and/or don't trust he's a 
conservative.

Ironically, many who've laid 
claim to sober, adult political 
analyses the past few years and 
have scolded others for their 
alleged harshness in attacking 
Obama are the very ones who 
have thrown caution overboard 
in their relentless, unmeasured 
scorched-earth savagery of 
Newt Gingrich.

Though recognizing his 
weaknesses, I prefer Newt Gin-
grich over Mitt, and Rick San-
torum and maybe Rick Perry 
and Michele Bachmann over 
both. But without hesitation, 
I'll vote for Romney should he 
get the nomination. Can the 
Romney supporters say the 
same about Newt?

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, "Crimes Against Liberty," 
was No. 1 on the New York 
Times best-seller list for nonfic-
tion for its first two weeks. Fol-
low him on Twitter @davidlim-
baugh and his website at www.
davidlimbaugh.com. To read 
features by other Creators Syn-
dicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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What is your favorite
month of the year?
Why? Write a few

paragraphs about your
favorite month.

A Maya temple was
built to represent a witz.

The Maya recorded
their beliefs and history
in glyphs.

Since 1843, when two
explorers wrote a book
about ancient Maya
ruins, archaeologists
have been working to
uncover the history of
this civilization.

The Maya people were
not ruled by one halch
uinic. Each Maya city
had its own halch uinic.

During special
ceremonies, Maya kings
wore headdresses
decorated with beautiful
stones and bird feathers
and cloaks made from
spotted jaguar pelts.

Read the first sentence. One of
the definitions in the Word
Decoder Box is the definition
of the word in bold type. Select
the definition that makes the
most sense and write the bold
word above its definition.

Repeat for each sentence. Can
you find the meaning of each
word in bold type?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The characters used in a
system of mainly
pictorial writing.

A spotted wild cat with
the strongest jaw of any

cat on the planet.

Social scientists who
study ancient people.

The Maya word for
“mountain.”

The Maya word for
king, which translates

to “true man.”

… learning about people
who lived long ago.

Complete the grid by using all
the letters in the word YEAR in
each vertical and horizontal row.
Each letter should only be used
once in each row. Some spaces
have been filled in for you.

Look through the newspaper to find fun
programs, events and activities coming up
for kids. Write these down on a calendar.
Discuss with your family the ones that interest
you most of all. Can you attend?

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

ANCESTORS
CALENDAR
SYMBOLS
PREDICT
PYRAMID
MAYANS
SACRED
CYCLE
SOLAR
VAGUE
SOULS
DRINK
NAME
YEAR
DAYS
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ELearn about the facts and fictions that say
the world might soon come to an end.

Go to: www.kidscoop.com/kids

Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Look through the
newspaper and find
five dates. Cut these
out and glue them

onto a piece of
paper, in order from

earliest to latest.

The Maya had a series of calendar
____________ that were complex.

The 260-day calendar, the Sacred
Round or tzolkin, names some of
the days after _________ gods. In
this calendar, (shown at right) time
moves in __________ that repeat.
The calendar was used to name
babies, ___________ on dates
for marriages and battles and
also to predict destiny and
future _________ .

The 365-day Vague Year
calendar or haab, is like our
___________ but has 18 months
of 20 days each. At the end of this
there’s a period of five days which
was considered ___________.

Used together, these two calendars
presented a cycle of 52 solar years or
about 18,980 days. At the end of this cycle,
which is 2012 to us, it was thought that the
_________ might come to an end.

Use the code to discover what the Maya used as money and to
make a drink that kids all over the world still enjoy today.

What was the form of money?

What is the much-loved drink we make with these today?
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Mayan Mysteries
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DALLAS (AP) — Ty 
Lawson and the Denver 
Nuggets opened their sea-
son with a performance 
that sent a clear message 
to the rest of the NBA.

Not about them. About 
the Dallas Mavericks.

The reigning champi-
ons have quickly become 
a team everyone wants 
to play. There’s no tell-
ing which is worse right 
now, their offense or de-
fense, their conditioning 
or chemistry, as they 
were drubbed for a sec-
ond straight game, losing 
115-93 to the Nuggets on 
Monday night.

Dallas gave up 20 
straight points in the 
second quarter and had 
a stretch of 14 straight 
missed shots during a 
9:52 drought between bas-
kets. It was so bad that 
their player of the game, 
Sean Williams, threw up 
when he left the court.

Williams, the 13th and 
final guy off the bench, 
was so gassed from scor-
ing 12 points in 11 en-
ergetic minutes that he 
vomited in front of the 
team’s bench. Team-
mates and owner Mark 
Cuban laughed, and fans 
in the area gave a light-
hearted standing ovation 
while an usher mopped 

up the mess.
Williams wasn’t sick, 

just not quite in game 
shape because of the lock-
out. Of course, the way 
things are going for Dal-
las, plenty of jokes were 
made about that being an 
editorial statement about 
their performance.

“We look old and slow 
and out of shape — a bad 
combination,” said Dirk 
Nowitzki, who scored 
20 points and sat out the 
entire fourth quarter for 
a second straight game, 
yet another indication 
of how bad things are 
going. “I still think this 
team has a lot of poten-
tial. But we have to turn 
the corner.”

The Mavs trailed by 33 
in the third quarter, a 
day after being down by 
35 in the third quarter 
against Miami. Counting 
a pair of preseason games 
against Oklahoma City, 
Dallas has been behind 
by at least 23 points in 
every game since being 
crowned champs.

There are plenty of 
reasons to choose from: 
an overhaul of their ro-
tation, the shortened 
training camp and other 
teams being motivated to 
take them down.

“We’re not comfortable 

with each other on both 
ends of the floor,” Shawn 
Marion said. “We’re try-
ing to get acclimated and 
you can tell it’s not flow-
ing the way it should be 
and there’s going to be 
some bumps.”

The challenge for coach 
Rick Carlisle is finding 
the right combination of 
players. He’s trying to 
squeeze in Lamar Odom, 
Vince Carter and De-
lonte West to replace Ty-
son Chandler, J.J. Barea 
and others, all with little 
practice time. Carlisle al-
ready has seen a lack of 
trust on defense, and that 
throws everything else 
out of whack.

“We’re going to re-
charge tomorrow, have 
a hell of a practice on 
Wednesday and then 
we’ve got to go up to 
Oklahoma City and we’re 
going to have to play a 
lot better,” Carlisle said. 
“I’ve got a lot of work to 
do.”

The Nuggets hope this 
was an indication of what 
they can be like when 
they have everything 
clicking, regardless of 
the foe.

Lawson made 8 of 9 
shots in the first half, 

See MAVS, Page 7

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Manu Ginobili never saw the 
Memphis Grizzlies play that 
badly in the playoffs, and is 
pretty sure he won’t again.

But the San Antonio Spurs 
will take it.

Ginobili scored 24 points 
and San Antonio ran away 
from what barely resembled 
the up-and-coming Memphis 
team that stunned the 61-win 
Spurs in the first round last 
season, beating the Grizzlies 
95-82 on Monday night.

San Antonio began what 
could be Tim Duncan’s final 
season with a satisfying bit of 
payback but otherwise didn’t 
read much into the victory. 
Take Zach Randolph and 
Marc Gasol, who utterly bul-
lied the Spurs in that playoff 
series but combined for just 

23 points this time.
“Zac was off. He didn’t have 

of these games in the play-
offs,” Ginobili said. “That 
happens the first game of the 
season. We all need time to 
get back in shape. “

Rudy Gay led Memphis with 
19 points and 10 rebounds in 
his first game in nearly 10 
months. Gay missed the end 
of last season with a bad left 
shoulder, including when 
Memphis knocked out the 
top-seeded Spurs.

Yet even with the full start-
ing lineup that Memphis 
would’ve preferred in last 
year’s playoffs, the Grizzlies 
still remained winless on 
opening night since the fran-
chise left Vancouver in 2001.

See SPURS, Page 7

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Adam 
Cracknell was forced to put his 
Christmas celebration on hold 
when he got a surprise call tell-
ing him he was being recalled 
by the Blues.

It was worth it.
Cracknell put St. Louis ahead 

for good in the second period 
Monday night and the Blues 
scored two rare power-play 
goals in a 5-3 win over the Dallas 
Stars.

“I’ll take that as a Christmas 
present any day,” Cracknell 
said. “This is a dream come 
true. You can’t ask for anything 
better than to play in the NHL.”

Cracknell spent much of Sun-
day traveling to St. Louis after a 
late Christmas Eve call from the 
Blues.

Cracknell, who scored three 
goals in 24 games last season, 
skated with the team for the first 
time this season Monday morn-
ing and then made a big impact 
later in the evening.

He broke a 1-1 tie with the 
fourth goal of his career at 6:09 
of the second period.

St. Louis, which won its sixth 

successive home game, im-
proved to 7-1-1 in its last nine. 
The Blues are 15-3-4 under coach 
Ken Hitchcock, who took over 
for the fired Davis Payne on 
Nov. 6.

Dallas lost for the third time in 
eight games. The Stars had won 
the previous five games against 
St. Louis.

Chris Stewart scored twice for 
St. Louis including an empty-
net goal with 50 seconds left.

Evgeny Grachev and Jason 
Arnott also tallied for the Blues, 
who improved to 14-3-1 at home. 
They lead the NHL in home 
wins.

The Blues scored two power-
play goals in a game for just the 
second time this season. They 
broke out of an 0-for-9 slump but 
still have a league-low 14 goals 
with the man advantage.

Arnott pushed the lead to 3-1 
on a power-play goal with 1.1 
seconds left in the second peri-
od. Arnott, who has eight goals, 
scored for the fourth time in the 
last five games after just four 

See STARS, Page 7

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
After Drew Brees broke 
an NFL passing record 
that stood for nearly three 
decades, his teammates 
called on him to make a 
speech in the Saints’ lock-
er room.

“This record isn’t about 
one person. There might 
be just one name that goes 
in ledger under the record, 
but it’s really about the 
team,” Brees told his team-
mates. “I want everyone 
to feel a huge part of this, 
that this record would not 
have been possible with-
out them.”

It was quite a night for 
Brees and the Saints — a 
record and a rout.

Brees set the NFL mark 
for yards passing in a sea-
son, breaking a record Dan 
Marino held for 27 years, 
and New Orleans wrapped 
up the NFC South title with 
a 45-16 victory over the At-
lanta Falcons on Monday 
night.

Brees nearly topped Ma-
rino three years ago, fin-
ishing with 5,069 yards 
passing. But that pursuit 
rang a little hollow be-
cause the Saints were 8-8.

This time, Brees’ prolific 
passing has led New Or-
leans (12-3) to the playoffs 
and a legitimate shot at 
its second Super Bowl in 
three seasons.

“We all want this (re-
cord) very badly,” Brees 
began, “but it’s all about 
winning and we know if 
we just focus on that, all 
that other stuff will take 
care of itself.”

Brees threw for 307 yards 
and four touchdowns, the 
last a 9-yard strike to Dar-
ren Sproles that set the re-
cord with 2:51 to go.

It was Brees’ final pass of 
the game and it gave him 
5,087 yards passing — with 
one game left. Marino fin-
ished with 5,084 yards for 
the Miami Dolphins in 
1984.

Minutes after Brees 

broke the record, Marino 
offered congratulations on 
Twitter.

“Great job by such a 
special player,” Marino 
wrote.

As Sproles spiked the 
ball, Brees thrust his fist 
triumphantly in the air 
and started walking toward 
the sideline while the Su-
perdome crowd went wild 
and his teammates chased 
him down. Offensive 
guard Carl Nicks was the 
first one to get there and 
tried to lift Brees onto his 
shoulder, but couldn’t do 
it as teammates swarmed 
around.

“If I could have put him 
on my shoulders and pa-
raded him around the 
whole stadium I would 
have done that. He de-
serves it,” Nicks said. “It’s 
like a movie, man. Just a 
movie ending. It’s beauti-
ful. ... You could tell by 
everyone’s reaction after 
he did it how much people 
care about that guy. We all 
love him.”

Brees pushed his touch-
down total to 276, moving 
him ahead of Joe Mon-
tana (273) and Vinny Tes-
taverde (275) for ninth on 
the career list. The former 
Purdue star is the first 
quarterback in NFL his-
tory to pass for more than 
5,000 yards twice.

Brees’ first scoring pass 
went for 8 yards to Marques 
Colston and the second for 
9 yards to Jimmy Graham. 
Graham’s TD catch was 
his 10th of the season, a 
franchise high for a tight 
end. In the third quarter, 
Brees hit Robert Meachem 
for a score from 24 yards to 
make it 28-10.

The Saints (12-3) also 
had 463 total yards, giving 
them 6,857 offensive yards 
for the season, breaking 
the 2008 club record of 
6,571. New Orleans contin-
ues to close in on the NFL 
record of 7,075 offensive 
yards set by the 2000 St. 

Louis Rams.
Brees might have bro-

ken the record in the third 
quarter if not for Sproles’ 
92-yard kickoff return, 
which set up John Kasay’s 
29-yard field goal. Brees 
also threw two intercep-
tions, but New Orleans 
was still dominant enough 
to take a big lead.

The game became a romp 
when Julio Jones was 
stripped by Scott Shanle 
and Malcolm Jenkins re-
turned it 30 yards for a 
score to make it 38-16 in 
the fourth quarter. The Su-
perdome crowd was in full 
celebration by then, but 
the play also meant fans 
would have to wait until 
later in the fourth quarter 
before Brees finally got his 
chance to break the pass-
ing record.

The Saints can earn 
the No. 2 seed and a first-
round playoff bye with a 
win Sunday over Carolina 
and a San Francisco loss at 
St. Louis, which is 2-13.

Atlanta (9-6) is headed to 
the playoffs as a wild card.

Uncharacteristically, 
Brees had only a yard 
passing during a span of a 
little more than 18 minutes 
in the second half. Fans 
howled, “Drewwww!” each 
time he took the field, and 
he finally gave them what 
they wanted after Atlanta 
failed on a fourth-down 
try at its own 33. That gave 
Brees, who needed only 30 
yards for the record at that 
point, just enough space to 
work with.

The Saints didn’t need 
another score, but Saints 
coach Sean Payton said 
he thought giving Brees a 
chance to go for the record 
was “appropriate.”

Falcons coach Mike 
Smith diplomatically de-
flected questions about 
that, saying only, “It is our 
job to go out there and stop 
them. It doesn’t matter if

See BREES, P age 7

Dallas Mavericks start season 0-2

AP file photo

TIME TO KNUCKLE DOWN — Dirk Nowitzki and the Dallas Mavericks are 
already finding themselves in a hole, losing their first two games of a 
shortened season.

Spurs find win to 
start their season

Stars fall to Blues 5-3

Saints Brees past Falcons
in record fashion Monday
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432-520-7348

Mention this ad for up to $250.00 OFF a complete roofing job!

100% Financing Available
222098

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR
3206 E. F.M.

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E

Plumbing - Lic# M24241

DEALER

213383

By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 3 of 5 - Easy

9 7 3 8 5

2 4 6 7 9

5 2 1

9 2 4 7

3 6

9 5 4 8

6 7 4

1 9 3 5 8

8 9 6 2 1
www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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and finished with 27 points. An-
dre Miller and Al Harrington each 
scored 18 points off the bench, and 
Denver’s deep, athletic roster scored 
on 19 of its 25 possessions in the sec-
ond quarter.

“We’ve been jelling real quick,” 
Lawson said. “I knew we’d come out 
strong. ... That’s when we’re good, 
when we get out and run. It’s my job 
to make sure the tempo is fast and 
guys are running in those lanes.”

Denver made only 12 baskets in the 
second half, but it hardly mattered. 
The Nuggets led by 27 at halftime, 
and stretched it during the third 
quarter.

“It’s way too early to get crazy but 
it felt good,” Nuggets coach George 
Karl said.

Danilo Gallinari had 15 points and 
seven rebounds, and Arron Afflalo 
scored 11.

Dallas was so out of sync that fans 
were booing before halftime. The 
jeers came when a turnover near 
midcourt turned into a three-on-none 
fast break for Denver. The Nuggets 
had enjoyed so many easy baskets 
at that point that they didn’t even 
bother doing anything fancy, with 

Gallinari softly tossing the ball to 
Harrington for a routine dunk that 
made it 65-41.

For Dallas, Jason Kidd scored 12 
points, Carter scored 11 and Rodri-
gue Beaubois scored 10. Aside from 
Nowitzki and Kidd, the other three 
starters (Marion, Brendan Haywood 
and West) scored a combined 11 
points.

Odom scored three points, making 
only 1 of 10 shots.

“We look like a team that’s new,” 
he said.

Williams played with as much in-
tensity as he could muster because 
this is his second time in the NBA. 
After being told he wouldn’t return, 
he’s trying to prove he has staying 
power.

Leaving the way he did isn’t the 
kind of mark he’s trying to make.

Williams actually started losing it 
while on the court. He caught it in 
his mouth and hustled off with his 
cheeks full. He couldn’t make it to 
the tunnel, or even a trash can.

“It was awkward, man, pretty awk-
ward,” he said. “It’s never happened 
to me before — not ever, even in a 
practice.”

NOTES: Dallas is 0-2 for the first 
time since 2006-07, which is also the 
last time the Mavs were coming off a 
trip to the NBA finals. 

SPURS
From Page 6

Not quite the start the NBA’s break-
out team of last season had in mind.

“We didn’t play very well. We did 
turn the ball over alot, but we didn’t 
guard,” Memphis coach Lionel Hol-
lins said. 

“We didn’t guard them in the pick 
in roll. We gave up transition points. 
It was not a very well-played game by 
us at all.”

The Grizzlies committed 24 turn-
overs. Randolph had 10 points and 
six rebounds and Gasol had 13 and 
six. In the playoffs series against 
the Spurs, Randolph averaged 21.5 
points.

It’s not like the Spurs got any big-
ger to defend the Grizzlies’ big front-
line. DeJuan Blair, the 6-foot-7 cen-
ter deemed too ineffective by coach 
Gregg Popovich to even play Games 
5 and 6 against Memphis, was back 
in the starting lineup.

The Spurs have precious few alter-
natives: forward Antonio McDyess 
officially retired in training camp, 
and they haven’t added a big man to 
replace him. Yet San Antonio was 
helped by 7-footer Tiago Splitter, who 
didn’t look as lost as he did as rookie 
against Memphis last season.

“He was really solid,” Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich said. “He stayed in 
good position, he blocked shots and 
he rebounded. He was real special 
tonight.”

Mike Conley had 11 points and sev-
en assists for the Grizzlies. Memphis 
led by one at halftime but were blown 
out in the third quarter after shoot-
ing just 29 percent from the floor.

Despite the loss, Gay was satisfied 
with his return.

“It’s kind of bittersweet we lost, but 
it good that I’m healthy and I can get 
out there and play,” he said.

Richard Jefferson, once thought to 
be a goner in San Antonio under the 
NBA’s new amnesty clause, added 
14 points for the Spurs. Duncan had 
10 points in 22 minutes as the chal-
lenge of rationing the 35-year-old’s 
minutes in a compressed, grueling 
schedule began.

Duncan is playing in the final year 
of his contract but hasn’t said wheth-
er this will be his last run for a fifth 
title.

If Duncan and the Spurs have one 
last championship run left in them, 
there was no better first test than 
Memphis. 

The bigger and quicker Grizzlies 
gave the aging Spurs fits in the play-
offs last April even without Gay, who 
had been Memphis’ second-leading 
scorer.

For opening night, at least, San An-
tonio showed it can still keep up.

Leonard can take some credit for 
that. The 15th overall pick brought a 
jolt off the bench in the third quarter 
when the Spurs opened up a 19-point 
lead despite trailing at halftime. 
Leonard had six points during the 
stretch, including hitting a corner 
3-pointer after catching a nifty be-
hind-the-back pass from Ginobili.

Leonard is the centerpiece of what 
the Spurs are calling their youth 
movement — seven of their 13 play-
ers have fewer than three years of ex-
perience. But the face and fortunes 
of the franchise still firmly belong to 
Parker, Ginobili and Duncan, who 
started their 10th season together.

STARS
From Page 6

goals in his first 29 
games.

Grachev scored his 
first career goal at 6:45 of 
the third period to push 
the lead to 4-1.

Dallas rallied with 
goals from Eric Nystrom 
and Michael Ryder. 
Ryder cut the deficit to 
4-3 with his 14th goal of 
the season with 5:13 re-
maining.

But Stewart scored 
an empty-netter with 50 
seconds left to push the 
lead to 5-3.

Hitchcock was pleased 
with his team’s effort es-
pecially the season-best 
two-for-two performance 
on the power play.

“We played really hard 
and did a lot of good 
things,” Hitchcock said. 
“We really dialed it up 
today. We were firing 
from everywhere.”

Cracknell was recalled 
to replace center T.J. 
Oshie, who will miss at 
least two games with an 
injured left wrist. Crack-
nell whipped a wrist 
shot past Dallas goalie 
Richard Bachman from 
a sharp angle to give St. 
Louis the lead for good 
2-1.

“I just moved my feet 
and tried to catch him 
off guard and it worked,” 
Cracknell said. “I saw 
it trickling in, Once it 
crossed that goal line, I 
was very happy.”

St. Louis winger Da-
vid Perron, who added 
a pair of assists, was 
impressed with Crack-
nell’s first-game contri-
bution.

“Guys like him need to 
step up and he did a good 
job of doing just that,” 
Perron said. “We’ve al-
ways got guys like him 
that can do the job.”

St. Louis goalie Jaro-
slav Halak made 20 
saves to improve to 7-7-
4 after a 1-6 start to the 
season.

Patrik Berglund added 
two assists for St. Louis.

The Stars, who were 
outshot 38-23, fell to 12-
3-1 when scoring in the 
final ten minutes of reg-
ulation.

Bachman dropped to 
5-3. He let in a pair of 
goals from bad angles in-
cluding Stewart’s first-
period tally that put the 
Blues in front 1-0.

“There’s no question, 

a couple of those goals, 
he would like to have 
back,” Dallas coach Glen 
Gulutzan said. “But we 
just needed to put more 
pucks on the net.”

Nystrom, who brought 
his team to 4-2 with his 
12th goal of the season at 
7:57 of the third period, 
said the Stars’ poor spe-
cial teams performance 
was the difference.

“We’ve been giving up 
too many goals on the 
PK (penalty kill) lately,” 
Nystrom said. “We were 
coming back, but they 
played hard and they 
had that extra edge to-
night.”

The Stars’ No. 1 goalie, 
Kari Lehtonen, is ex-
pected to return to the 
lineup this week. He has 
not played since injur-

ing his groin on Nov. 
26.

“He’s skated the last 
few days and he’s very 
close,” Gulutzan said. “I 
wouldn’t be surprised to 
see him against Colum-
bus (Thursday).

NOTES: Oshie will not 
play Tuesday at Detroit 
but is expected back Fri-
day against Nashville. ... 
The Blues have given up 
a league-low 19 goals in 
the first period. ... Hitch-
cock guided the Stars to 
the Stanley Cup in 1999. 
... Dallas LW Loui Eriks-
son has three goals and 
three assists in his last 
six games against St. 
Louis. The Stars are 2-11 
when trailing after two 
periods. ... Stewart had 
a game-high seven shots 
on goal.

BREES
From Page 6

they are running the 
ball or throwing the 
ball.”

Matt Ryan had 373 
yards passing and one 
TD, including an early 
21-yard scoring strike to 
Jones.

“We didn’t really play 
well enough in any 
phase of the game to give 
ourselves a chance,” 
said Smith, whose team 
came in with a chance 
to stay in the hunt for 
the division title. “It’s 
not the type of effort 
that you want to have 
with so much on the line 
with what the outcome 
could have meant to our 
team.”

Pierre Thomas scored 
New Orleans’ first touch-
down on a 4-yard run, 
after which he pulled a 
bow from his uniform 
pants, put it on the foot-
ball and offered it as a 
gift to a woman with a 
parasol in the front row 
behind the end zone.

The referees weren’t 
cutting Thomas any 
slack on his Christmas-
themed celebration, 
flagging him for a 15-

yard unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty.

Notes: Brees has 
passed for 300 yards or 
more an NFL-record 
12 times this season. ... 
New England quarter-
back Tom Brady could 

also pass Marino next 
week — and maybe 
even Brees, too. Brady 
has thrown for 4,897 
yards. ... The Saints are 
7-0 at home and never 
have gone undefeated at 
home in a full season.
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Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

432-561-7620 - Ricky Lucas
Equal Opportunity Employer

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

ARE  YOU interested  in  a 
Rewarding Nursing Career?
Parkview Nursing and Rehabili-
tation is now seeking a 10p-6a 
Charge Nurse that is moti-
vated, caring and loves  the 
elderly.   Competitive   pay,
benefits and  great  family 
working enviroment. You may 
apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person at 3200 Parkway.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: Workforce Solutions; 
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard 
College).

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

Housekeeping and child care 
positions- Apply at Jack & Jill 
Child Care, 1708 Nolan.

Help Wanted
COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with CDL with Tank & Hazmat 
Endorsement for Big Spring 
and surrounding areas.  Good 
Family   and Employee Health 
Benefits. Must be self moti-
vated. Call (325)226-5209.

DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers in 
Stanton, Texas. Requirements 
include Class A CDL with Tank 
and Hazmat endorsements. 
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1 
year tanker experience. Paid 
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family 
health & dental insurance with 
no premium contribution by the 
employee. 401K with company 
match  plus  profit  sharing. 
Company paid life insurance, 
short and long term disability, 
additional life and disability is 
available thru group coverage. 
Up to 10 days vacation starting 
first year plus 10 paid holidays. 
Uniforms provided. Call 
432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

NOW HIRING
Smiling Faces!

Woodforest National Bank, 
a leader in the 

Retail Banking Industry,
is looking for 

enthusiastic individuals 
with exceptional

customer service skills 
to join our team.

*Great Work Environment*
*Benefits*

*Advancement Opportunities*
Instore Retail Banker

Woodforest National Bank
201 West Marcy

Big Spring TX 79720
*Must be at least 18 years old 

with HS diploma or Equivalent* 
*1 year Customer 

Service Experience*
*Retail Sales/ 

Marketing Experience*
Apply online at:

www.Woodforest.com
Woodforest is proud to be an 

EEO/AA employer
M/F/D/V

PART-TIME CAREGIVERS
needed for Christian 
pre-school. Experience pre-
ferred.  Apply in person 118 
Cedar Road.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
needed for Christian 
pre-school. Must be able to 
pass a FBI fingerprint and drug 
test. Apply in person  at 118 
Cedar Rd.

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a 
Winch Truck

No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work 

manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr

Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600

1305 E. Airpark Drive

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
PIZZA INN 

NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

RAPID TRUCKING is looking 
for someone with experience to 
drive Fork Lift, to load & unload 
oil field pipe. Very good pay. 
Guaranteed Hours. Call 
(432)213-6008 or 213-7793.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center 
(1001 Birdwell Ln., Howard 
College- Charles Warren Bld. 
106), KEYWORD: PARAGON. 
EOE.

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water  supplier  for  the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications    for   following 
positions in the Big Spring 
Area.
Central Control Operator – 
Responsible for  monitoring 
water flows, pressures, and 
tank  levels  using  SCADA 
system.  Perform administrative 
support including recording 
readings, monitoring phones, 
and basic data entry.  Basic 
computer skills including Excel 
needed. This position involves 
shift work.   
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341, or our website  
www.crmwd.org

WANTED JOURNEYMAN
Electrician   or   Experienced 
Apprientace Electrician with a 
minimum of two years experi-
ence.
TESSCO
512 Industrial
Snyder Texas 79549
325-574-1100

Help Wanted
Start the New Year 

with a New Job
BIG SPRING 

STATE HOSPITAL
HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

RNs – All Shifts
Job Posting # 179242

Earn up to $5,377.77 per 
month (DOE)

$31.02/hr
LVNs – All Shifts 

Job Posting # 179774
Earn up to $2,746.48 

per month (DOE)
$15.85/hr

Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistants

Job Posting # 182091
Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1,706.75 
per month

Our benefit package includes:
Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 

Holidays, State Paid Insurance, 
Matching Retirement, 

Educational Leave, and 
Nursing Educational Stipends.
On campus housing is offered 

depending on availability
Contact our Job Center 

for Job Descriptions
or to Arrange a Campus Tour

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application 
online at
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact 

Paula Shelburne at 
432-268-7464 

Once you have completed 
your application

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Store
Routes Open

2 hrs. per day.
Great opportunity for 

extra income.
Must have reliable 

transportation, 
drivers license and

insurance.
Stop by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT 
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment 
and outstanding compensation 
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter, 
Stanton, Texas

Pre-employment 
drug screen required.

EOE M/F/V/H

Help Wanted
WESTERN BANK is seeking

An experienced
Executive Assistant

Excellent customer service 
skills and a willingness to work 
extensively with the public is 
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan 
documents. Should be skilled 
in Word and Excel. Job duties 
will include loan processing, 
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other 
secretarial   duties. Legal 
Background preferred but not 
required.  Salary  is  DOE. 
Western Bank is  an  Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please 
send resume to P.O. Box 
2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or 
email to hr@thebank.net.

Instructional
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM  HOME.   6-8  weeks 
ACCREDITED. Get a Diploma. 
Get a Job! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now 1-800-264-8330
www.diplomafromhome.com

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Miscellaneous
MOVING SALE: Big TV, bed-
room suit and a whole lot more. 
807 West Leatherwood Rd. 
Apt. B. Call 432-935-4322 to 
see.

National Ads
***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272. 

20 ACRES-LIVE On Land 
NOW!! Only $99/mo. $0 Down, 
Owner Financing, NO CREDIT 
CHECKS! Near El Paso, 
Texas, Beautiful Mountain 
Views! FREE Color Brochure. 
1-800-755-8953 
www.SunsetRanches.com 

National Ads
DISCOUNT CRUISES! Carni-
val, Royal Caribbean, Disney 
Cruise Line etc. Group Dis-
counts, Family Reunions, Wed-
dings, Company Meetings. Dis-
ney Vacations. Book Now and 
Save! 1-877-319-4097 
www.NationwideCruise.com 

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 
$1000 Weekly Mailing Bro-
chures from home. 100% Legit! 
Income is guaranteed! NO ex-
perience required. Enroll today! 
www.national-workers.com 

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 only 
25x30, 30x40, 40x80, 50x102, 
80x150. Must Move Now! 
Selling for Balance Owed! Free 
Delivery! 1-800-211-9593 
x251. 

TERRELL/ BREWSTER
COUNTY Indian Walls Ranch 
#14 Mule Deer 334 Acres @ 
$265/Ac 4x4 Required. Meyers 
Canyon Ranch #35 Whitetail, 
255 Acs @ $350/ac. Owner Fi-
nanced 5% Down 
1-210-734-4009 
westerntexasland.com

On the Farm
TACK & SADDLE AUCTION

Tuesday Jan. 3rd 
7:00pm

Over $100,000 
in beautiful hand

made tack and saddles
many custom ranch, roping,

and silver saddles.
Plus over 1,000 lots
of horse equipment.
Many one of a kind

custom pieces.
American Legion

501 Veterans Airpark LN
Midland,TX

Auctioneer Mike Murphy 
Lic#10151

10%Buyers Fee
Consignments Welcome

(512)943-6114

Real Estate for Rent
1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq.  Ft. 
building. Two overhead doors, 
large office, restroom, $600 a 
month. $600 deposit. 
432-213-2319.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month. 
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

“It Pays To Read 
Big Spring Herald

Classifieds”

Don’t throw those unwanted items away! Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your garage sale in the Herald
Classified section and receive a  Garage sale kit Free!

Call Today!

220136

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2010 Yukon XL Denali
AWD, Loaded, One Owner, 

Immaculate

2006 Denali
AWD, Sunroof, DVD

75,000 Miles.

2011 Acadia
SLT AWD.

.

2011 GMC Terrain
Med. Brown - All Power.

2,000 Miles.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

229656

$24,995 $36,995 $31,995
REDUCED

$49,995 $24,995

$44,995

2009 2500 HD SLT 4X4 Duramax
50,000 Miles
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

AUTO BODY

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.
(off 11th Place Extension)

Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000

CALL
264-0623 23

04
77

FIREWOOD

23
04

81

Clean Curried
Firewood

Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$300.00 per cord

Call
(325) 762-4262

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport. 
Very Nice. $1250 month. 
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/1 
$10,000. with $1,000. Down. 
Approximately $250 monthly 
for 6 years. Owner Financing 
Available. Call 210-828-3573.

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

A LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

Legals

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  7,  Big  Spring  Pump 
Station’s Below and Above Slab 
Construction for the Ward County 
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is January 19th, 2012 
at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For  more 
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7213 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, & 10, 2012

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package 6, Above Slab Construc-
tion for the  Ward  County  Water 
Supply Expansion Project. Bid 
Deadline is February 23, 2012 at 
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For  more 
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7214 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, & 10, 2012

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF 
APPLICATIONS AND INTENT

TO OBTAIN AIR PERMIT 
PROPOSED AIR QUALITY  
PERMIT NUMBER 99857

APPLICATION R2R and D, LLC, 
has applied to the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) for issuance of Air Quality 
Permit Number 99857, which 
would authorized construction of 
the Fiberglass Rod Manufacturing 
Plant located at 3408 East 11th 
Place, Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas 79720. This link to an  elec-
tronic  map  of  the  site  or facility’s  
general   location   is provided as a 
public courtesy and not  part  of 
the   application  or notice.  For  ex-
act location, refer to application.

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/
public/hb610/index.html?lat=
32.252777&Ing=101.431666

&zoom=13&type=r.
The facilities will emit the follow-

ing air contaminants: hazardous air 
pollutants,   organic   compounds 
including but not limited to exempt 
solvents, and  particulate  matter 
including  particulate  matter with 
diameters of 10 microns or less 
and 2.5 microns or less.

The application was submitted to 
the TCEQ on December 1, 2011. 
The application will be available for 
viewing and copying at the TCEQ 
central office, the TCEQ Midland 
regional office, and the Howard 
County Public Library, 500 South 
Main  Street,  Big  Spring,  Texas, 
beginning the first day of publica-
tion of this notice. The facility’s 
compliance file, if any exists, is 
available for public  review in the 
Midland regional office of the 
TCEQ.

The   executive   director   has 
determined   the   application  is 
administratively complete and will 
conduct a technical review of the 
application. 

PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC 
MEETING  You  may  submit 
public comments, a request for a 
public meeting, or request  a 
contested case hearing to the 
Office of the Chief Clerk at the 
address below. The TCEQ  will 
consider  all  public comments  in 
developing  a  final decision on the 
applications.  The  deadline  to 
submit public comments is 30 
days after newspaper notice is 
published. 

The purpose of a public meeting 
is to provide  the  opportunity to 
submit comments or ask questions 
about the application. A public 
meeting about the application will 
be held if the executive director de-
termines that there is a significant 
degree of public interest in the ap-
plication or if requested  by a local 
legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing.

If only comments are received on 

the application, the response to 
comments, along with notice of the 
executive director’s action on the 
application,  will  be  mailed  to 
everyone who submitted comments 
or  is  on  the  mailing  list  for  this 
application.

The executive director will com-
plete the technical review, issue a 
preliminary decision on the applica-
tion, and a Notice of Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be 
published and mailed to those who 
are  on  the  mailing list  for  this 
application. That notice will contain  
the  final  deadline  for submitting 
public comments. If a hearing re-
quest is timely filed in Response to 
this Notice of Receipt of Application 
and Intent to Obtain Air Permit, the 
time  period  for  requesting   a 
contested  case  hearing  will be 
extended to thirty days after the 
mailing of the executive director’s 
response to comments.

After the  final deadline for 
public comments following the 
Notice of Application and Pre-
liminary Decision, the executive 
director will consider the com-
ments and prepare a response to 
all  relevant  and  material,  or 
significant public comments. If 
comments   are   received,   the 
response to comments, along 
with  the  executive  director’s 
decision on the application, will 
then be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments or is 
on   a   mailing   list   for   these 
application.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CON-
TESTED CASE HEARING You 
may request a contested case 
hearing. A contested case hearing 
is a legal proceeding similar to a 
civil  trial  in  state  district  court. 
Unless a written request for a 
contested case hearing is filed 
within 30 days from this notice, 
the   executive  director   may 
approve the application. A con-
tested case hearing will only be 
granted based on disputed issues 
of fact that are relevant and mate-
rial to the Commission’s decisions 
on the application. Further, the 
Commission will  only  grant a 
hearing on issues raised by you or 
others during the public comment 
period and not withdrawn.

A person who may be affected 
by emissions of air contami-
nants from the facility is entitled 
to request a hearing. If request-
ing a contested  case hearing, 
you must submit the following: 
(1) your name (or for a group or 
association, an official represen-
tative), mailing address, daytime 
phone number, and fax number, 
if any; (2) applicant’s name and 
permit number; (3) the statement 
“[I/we] request a contested case 
hearing;” (4) a specific descrip-
tion   of   how   you   would  be 
adversely   affected    by    the 
application and air emissions 

from the facility in a way not 
common to  the  general  public;  
(5) the location and distance of 
your  property  relative  to  the 
facility; and (6) a description of 
how you use the property which 
may be impacted by the  facility. 
If the request is made by a group 
or an association, the one or 
more members  who  have 
standing to request a hearing 
and the interests which the 
group or association seeks to 
protect, must also be identified. 
You may also   submit   your 
proposed adjustments to the ap-
plications/permit which would 
satisfy  your  concerns. 

Following the close of all applica-
ble comment and request periods, 
the executive director will forward 
the application and any requests 
for contested case hearing to the 
Commissioners for their considera-
tion at a scheduled Commission 
meeting. If a hearing is granted, 
the subject of a hearing will be 
limited to disputed issues of fact 
relating to relevant and material 
air   quality   concerns   raised 
during   the   comment   period.
Issues such as property values, 
noise, traffic safety, and zoning are 
outside   of   the    Commission’s 
jurisdiction   to  address  in  this 
proceeding. 

MAILING LIST In  addition to 
submitting public comments, you 
may ask to be placed on a mailing 
list to receive future public notices 
for this specific applications mailed 
by the Office of the Chief Clerk by 
sending  a  written  request  to  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  Clerk  at  the 
address below.

AGENCY  CONTACTS   AND 
INFORMATION Public comments 
and requests  must be submitted 
either electronically at

www.tceq.texas.gov/
about/comments.html, 

or in writing to the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality, 
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711-3087. If you communicate 
with the TCEQ electronically, 
please be aware that your email 
address, like your physical mailing 
address, will become part of the 
agency’s public record. For more 
information about this permit appli-
cation or the permitting process, 
please call the Public Education 
Program toll free at 
1-800-687-4040.     Si        desea 
informacion  en  Espanol,  puede 
IIamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be 
obtained from R2R and D, LLC, 
3408 East 11th Place Ext., Big 
Spring, Texas 79720-3522  or  by 
calling  Mr. Brandon Cravens, 
Source Environmental Sciences, 
Inc. at (713)621-4474.
Notice Issuance Date: 
December 15, 2011
#7216 December 27, 2011

Legals
Legals

The Aquarius moon
offers a small measure of
peace, understanding and
compassion to our
endeavors. Sometimes it
won’t seem like enough,
but try to see the glass as
half-full and trust that the
waterbearer will come
back around to fill it up.
Relationships will
improve over the course
of the day. Hearts grow
lighter. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You’ll be working in
a group, throwing out
ideas and trying to figure
out how to go forward

together. When an idea is
right, it’s right. Everyone
in the room knows it.
People feel it. So don’t
settle for less than that
feeling. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Working effectively
toward a long-term goal
means sometimes
forgoing opportunities for
pleasure and fun.
However, chances are
that the things you find
truly pleasurable are very
much in line with your
goals today. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You’ll have

augmented powers of self-
control. When you run
into roadblocks, you’ll be
able to relax and come
back to the issue at a
later time. This beats
getting upset. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Don’t punish yourself
just because you are not
performing at an
optimum rate. It’s normal
for your productivity to
ebb and flow. You’ll be
most successful when you
let it happen naturally.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’ll do things
spontaneously when you

think of them. This is
how you’ll get a million
things done in one day,
quite literally, depending
on the level of detail you
account for.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). There is some debate
as to whether or not
positive
thinking
really makes
you
healthier.
Even if it
doesn’t, isn’t
life a lot
more
pleasant for
the
sunshiny
effort? Your
friends
think so,
and they appreciate your
smile, too.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Windows of
opportunity are always
opening and closing.
You’ll get more than one,
but no two opportunities
are ever the same.
Knowing this, you’ll be
eager to take advantage
of what appears to be a
decent deal. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). The fear of striking
out will not keep you
from stepping up to bat.
You’ll make your play,
and if it doesn’t work the
first time, you’ll try it
again and again. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). As much as
you’d like to sit back and
relax today, a little bit of
the right kind of stress
will be undeniably
positive for your life.
You’ll sparkle when
there’s some pressure on
you to perform. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Visual clutter
produces mental clutter.
Don’t let unimportant
and unorganized things
bog down your life. An
hour of cleanup will be

worth three additional
hours of productivity
before the week is up. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll start and
finish a project right on
time. It’s not because you
are trying so hard to be
punctual, but because
you realize how much
simpler life can be when
everyone sticks to the
agenda.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). There may be
something going on that
makes your mental
environment more
interesting than your
physical environment.
You’re no stranger to
getting lost in dreams,
and you’ll find today’s
fantasies to be quite
adventurous. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 27). Your structures
and traditions may be
transformed over the
next three months. In
April, you’ll feel settled
into your new groove.
You’ll look back in
amazement at all you’ve
accomplished in a matter
of weeks. Computers,
communication and
writing figure into your
financial gains in March.
May is romantic. Pisces
and Scorpio people adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 10, 20, 4, 17 and 50.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Paramore
singer Hayley Williams
knew who she was as an
artist even as a teenager.
When record labels
wanted her to be a solo
pop artist, she suggested
she stick with her
alternative rock band,
and the rest is history.
With her sun, Mercury,
Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune all in Capricorn,
Williams is grounded,
driven and focused.
Blame her wild colored
“mane” on an
entertaining Leo moon. 

© 2011 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Tuesday, Dec. 27, 
the 361st day of 2011. There are 
four days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 27, 1968, Apollo 8 and 
its three astronauts made a 
safe, nighttime splashdown in 
the Pacific.

On this date:
In 1831, naturalist Charles 

Darwin set out on a round-the-
world voyage aboard the HMS 
Beagle.

In 1904, James Barrie’s play 
“Peter Pan: The Boy Who 
Wouldn’t Grow Up” opened at 
the Duke of York’s Theater in 
London.

In 1927, the musical play 
“Show Boat,” with music by 
Jerome Kern and libretto by 
Oscar Hammerstein II, opened 
at the Ziegfeld Theater in New 
York.

In 1932, Radio City Music 
Hall opened in New York City.

In 1945, 28 nations signed an 
agreement creating the World 
Bank.

In 1970, the musical play 
“Hello, Dolly!” closed on 
Broadway after a run of 2,844 
performances.

In 1979, Soviet forces seized 
control of Afghanistan. 
President Hafizullah Amin 
(hah-FEE’-zoo-lah ah-MEEN’), 
who was overthrown and exe-
cuted, was replaced by Babrak 
Karmal.

In 1981, composer and band-
leader Hoagy Carmichael 
(“Stardust”) died in Rancho 
Mirage, Calif., at age 82.

In 1985, Palestinian guerril-
las opened fire inside the Rome 
and Vienna airports; 19 victims 
were killed, plus four attackers 
who were slain by police and 
security personnel. American 
naturalist Dian Fossey, 53, who 
had studied gorillas in the wild 
in Rwanda, was found hacked 
to death.

In 2007, opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto was assassinat-
ed in Pakistan by an attacker 
who shot her after a campaign 
rally and then blew himself 
up.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Rockabilly musician Scotty 
Moore is 80. Actor John Amos 
is 72. Actress Charmian Carr 
(Film: “The Sound of Music”) 
is 69. ABC News correspondent 

Cokie Roberts is 68. Rock musi-
cian Mick Jones (Foreigner) is 
67. Singer Tracy Nelson is 67. 
Actor Gerard Depardieu is 63. 
Jazz singer-musician T.S. 
Monk is 62. Singer-songwriter 
Karla Bonoff is 60. Actress 
Tovah Feldshuh is 59. Rock 
musician David Knopfler (Dire 
Straits) is 59. Journalist-turned-
politician Arthur Kent is 58. 
Actress Maryam D’Abo is 51. 
Country musician Jeff Bryant 
is 49. Actor Ian Gomez is 47. 
Actress Theresa Randle is 47. 
Actress Eva LaRue is 45. 
Former professional wrestler 
and actor Bill Goldberg is 45. 
Actress Tracey Cherelle Jones 
is 42. Bluegrass singer-musi-
cian Darrin Vincent (Dailey & 
Vincent) is 42. 

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.
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C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.
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Y
ou have all 
heard the say-
ing, “Every 
day is a new 

beginning,” and since 
we are at the beginning 

of a new year, I would 
like to change those 
words to say, “Every 
year is a new begin-
ning.” 

The things of the 

past are definitely the 
things of the past. We 
cannot change what has 
happened, but we can 
change our attitude for 
the future. 2012 is upon 
us and, as we enter a 
new year, we are start-
ing a new beginning. 

There is an old Indian 
legend I have heard 
which fits our lives. It 
goes like 
this: If 
anyone 
desires a 
wish to 
come true, 
they must 
first cap-
ture a but-
terfly and 
whisper 
that wish 
to it, then 
release 
it. Since 
a butterfly can make 
no sound, the butterfly 
cannot reveal the wish 
to anyone but the Great 
Spirit, who hears and 
sees all. In gratitude 

for giving the beautiful 
butterfly its freedom, 
the Great Spirit always 
grants the wish. 

So, according to 
legend, by making a 
wish and giving the 
butterfly its freedom, 
the wish will be taken 
to the heavens and be 
granted.

If I could capture a 
butterfly and whisper 
a wish, I would wish 
we could all start a new 
year looking forward 
to the good things that 
will happen to us and 
the success we will be 
able to achieve. 

I read something that 
I would like to share 
with you, but I would 
like to change some of it 
to reflect this thought:  
This is the beginning of 
a new year. I have been 
given this year to use it 
as I will. I can waste it, 
or use it for good. 

But what I do is 
important, because I 
am exchanging a year 
of my life for it. When 
the next year comes, 
this year will be gone 
forever, leaving in its 

place something that 
I’ve traded for it. 

I want it to be gain, 
and not loss; good and 
not evil; success and 
not failure, in order 
that I won’t regret the 
price I’ve paid for it. I 
will continue to try, for 
I can never fail until I 
stop trying. 

Or, in the words of 
a poem by Jacqueline 
Leslie: 

Every ending is a new 
beginning, a hope for 
things to come. 

We can only hope to-
morrow, will bring the 
things we long. 

Every ending is a new 
beginning, a promise of 
things reborn. 

A new day and much 
happier, than the life 
we had known. 

Every ending is a new 
beginning, with a hope 
of friendship true. 

Of love that’s never 
ending, and happy days 
with you.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for Big Spring Indepen-
dent School District.

Parent’s
Corner

Darrell Ryan

May your new year be a time for new beginnings

The owl who came in from the cold
I

n spite of a cara-
van of sand trucks, 
deicing, and perse-
verance, Loop 250 

and the Interstate were 
closed during the early 
morning hours. Seem-
ingly paralyzed by a 

coating of 
ice that 
continued 
to thick-
en, few 
motorists 
dared to 
venture 
on to any 
thorough-
fares. 

In the 
county, 
it was as 
bad or 

worse. 
Without tall build-

ings and trees to deflect 
the windborne mois-
ture, the countryside 
glistened with crystals 
as the sunrise slowly 
reflected the extent of 
the storm.

Already resigned 
to staying at home, 
the man enjoyed his 
first cup of coffee and 
thoughts of an un-
planned holiday from 
work.

Ready to chance a 
glance at the winter 
wonderland beyond the 
front porch, he slowly 
drew the drapes for a 
peek. 

Exquisite in nature’s 
frigid coating, mes-

quites, prickly pear 
cactus and chollas were 
striking in their ac-
cents of ice. 

Burdened by the 
weight of such a seldom 
seen event, grasses 
that had once stood 
tall curved toward the 
ground.

As he started to close 
the window covering 
in a futile attempt to 
control the entry of cold 
air into his living room, 
he saw it standing at 
the end of the porch. Al-
though he was afraid 
it might be frozen, he 
rushed to get his coat.

Quietly opening the 
door, he left the warmth 
of his house. 

Slowly tiptoeing 
toward a bird, he was 
fortunate it faced in 
the opposite direc-
tion. With a few more 
steps, he could place a 
towel over it.

Before he could 
accomplish that, it 
moved. A sudden act 
of puffing itself up 
by ruffling its feath-
ers seemed to settle 
many of them back in 
place. Then it tried to 
fly.

Laden with ice, the 
bird flapped its heavy 
wings to maintain 
enough height to reach 
a chain-link fence 
nearby.  

Unable to clear the 
five-foot obstacle, it 

used its talons to clutch 
the woven barrier 
mid-way between the 
ground and the top 
rail. Only then did the 
man realize his un-
expected guest was a 
small owl.

Aware that even 
if it left the fence it 
would be confined to 
a limited space and 
subject to more ice, he 
approached the owl 
and covered it. With 
one hand holding the 
little raptor, he used 
the other to unclench 
its tiny talons from the 
mesh.

When our phone rang 
we had already seen 
the icy conditions sur-
rounding our home. Al-
though Christmas had 
been celebrated the pre-
vious week, the results 
of the ongoing storm 
presented a glistening 
wonderland that would 
have competed with 
any greeting card.

“I think I have a 
burrowing owl,” 
said the caller. When 
asked where he lived, 
he replied, “Midland 
County.”

Having already 
monitored our local TV 
and radio stations, and 
the weather channel, 
was to be aware the 
roads were closed.  Also 
realizing that, the man 
asked for help identi-
fying the owl. He also 

wanted advice on what 
to do next.

Since he had seen 
what appeared to be 
prairie dog holes not 
far from his acre-
age, he wondered if 
the long-legged bird 
might have a home 
in that area. When he 
described its round 
head with no ear tufts, 
and large yellow eyes 
accented by white 
eyebrows, he also men-
tioned a black streak 
between its white 
throat and upper chest.

As for its wings and 
back, he thought they 
were close to the color 
of dirt. “Somewhere be-
tween tan and brown,” 
he added. 

On top, its feath-
ers were spotted with 
white. Underneath, its 
creamy plumage was 
heavily barred with 
brown.

“Doesn’t have 
much tail,” he contin-
ued. “More like a stub.” 

Apparently, as one of 
the only small owls to 
live in open areas on 
the ground, the bur-
rowing owl had been 
caught out in the storm 
during its nightly pur-
suit of prey.

With forecasts cau-
tious as to the severity 
of the storm, most felt 
the worst had been 
unleashed on the Perm-
ian Basin. Hopeful they 

were correct, the man 
and I agreed that once 
its feathers were free of 
ice, it could be released. 

“Will it fly in the 
daytime?” was his next 
question. 

“Definitely.”
Shortly after lunch, 

the man called 
again. When released, 
the raptor had flown to 
a large mesquite tree 
not far from his fence.  
“It’s just sitting there,” 
he continued.

Since the overcast sky 
appeared to be clear-
ing, I felt the raptor was 
probably enjoying the 
radiant heat from the 
sun.  

Later in the after-
noon, the phone rang.  
“It’s still there,” he 
worried. 

As night approached 
and feeling the owl 
might leave was to 
rely on nature and the 
raptor’s instinct. In the 
country, if the condi-
tions remained stable, 
it could return to its 
burrow and hunt the 
following afternoon and 
evening as conditions 
changed.

Unknown to the man, 
the bird, the forecast-
ers, or us was a phe-
nomenon that produced 
more freezing drizzle.  
Before sunrise, the man 
called to say the bur-
rowing owl had spent 
the night in the tree and 

was iced over again.
What the man had 

not considered was the 
insulating factor of the 
bird’s icy coating. Nu-
merous species survive 
a wintry blast because 
ice assists in retaining 
body heat. 

As we talked, I also 
mentioned the pos-
sibility the distant 
holes might belong to 
rabbits or armadillos, 
since the owls would 
call home almost any 
abandoned hole. “We 
have both. Maybe one 
of these days I can tell 
for sure,” he replied. 

As early afternoon 
basked in warm sun-
light and long icicles 
formed from the melt-
ing ice, an excited call-
er described the depar-
ture of the owl. “Those 
long wings looked like 
they were too big for its 
body.  But, boy, could 
it fly!”

To the man, the suc-
cessful departure of 
the burrowing owl was 
a memorable occa-
sion. For us, some of 
our most notable res-
cues were the ones we 
never had to make.

 
Bebe McCasland is 

author of “The Scoop 
From Bird Poop.” She 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.

Bird Poop
Bebe

McCasland
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