
By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

There may be a reason for 
the season, but the reason 
seems to be a little differ-
ent for everyone, especially 
among children. The reason-
ing behind Christ-
mas truly takes 
on a new meaning 
and a different 
perspective.

“It’s really im-
portant to me. It’s 
special and other 
people like it,” 
5-year-old Avery 
Williams said with 
a smile. “It gives 
me the chills because it just 
makes me so excited.”

Six-year-old Kaeli Woodall 
believes everyone needs to 
consider Christmas as im-
portant because Santa loves 
us all. With eyes glowing and 
a huge smile across her face 
she said, “There has to be 
some way to have Christmas. 
God wouldn’t have made it 
that way if He didn’t want 
us to have it. Jesus is look-
ing out for us so he can know 
what Santa is doing.”

For some kids, the answer is 
consistent and exactly what 
you would expect, 

“Toys!” Austin Lasater 
7-year-old said. “Playing with 
the toys and opening the pres-
ents.”

Four-year-old Colt Wood-
all’s eyes lit up with the 
simple mention of Christmas 
and the first words out of his 
mouth, “Hot Wheels!”

Then again, just because 
toys are the first things that 
come to children’s minds, 
doesn’t mean they don’t see 
the deeper meaning to Christ-
mas. 

“Mostly, it’s about Jesus 
and his birthday,” Saman-
tha Raney, 10, said. “I love 
opening presents and hav-
ing everyone come over, but 
mostly I think about how it’s 

a time for every-
body to share, give 
and think about 
Christ.”

Sisters Ella, 8 
years old, and Lil-
ly Hoff, 5, really 
enjoy receiving 
presents, but al-
ready understand
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The Law Offices Of

R. Shane Seaton, PLLC
“Free Initial Consultation On

All Personal Injury Auto
Wreck Cases”

1301 S. Gregg St. • (432) 264-1800
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Vicki Slaton

Vicki Slaton Insurance Agency
205 W. 15th • 267-2398
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46 Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 FM 700 • 264-1900

Just in time for the Holidays!
Botox-Dysport $7.00 A Unit (Reg. $10)

Restylane $400 (Reg. $600)
Jevederm $400 (Reg. $800)

HCG $199 (Reg. $350)
Vampire Face Lift
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1600 Gregg Street
432-714-4900
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81 www.jrutledgerealty.com

THIS EXQUISITE HIGHLAND SOUTH HOME is loaded with charm, space and personality. New 
updated kitchen with granite countertops. New tile floors, inground pool, cabana, finished basement 
with fireplace, sequestered master suite. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths with approx. 4046 living sq. ft. 
Courtyard, 2 fireplaces, 2 car garage on a beautiful corner lot.
Call Leah Hughes @ 270-2416 for an appointment to see this lovely home today!!!!!!

Jeannie Rutledge, Broker / Owner
Leah Hughes - 432-270-2416
Christie Larson - 432-213-4647
Janet Higgins - 432-213-5454
Pat Rutledge - 432-270-7706
Pat Hardison - 432-270-8277
Kim Pollard - 432-213-2842

FAMILY ROOM KITCHENFORMAL DINING POOL

#1 BENNETT CIRCLE

#1 BENNETT CIRCLE REDUCED!!!!!

To reach us:
Please call 263-7331. Office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. If you miss your paper, 
please call (432) 263-7335 before 6 
p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. 
Sunday.
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Quality Plumbing
432-264-7006

The
Christmas Story

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, everyone into 
his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished that she should be deliv-
ered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a mul-
titude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered 
at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 

 —Luke 2: 1-20

Reason for season 
varies, depending  
on the kid in you

Photos by Tammy Schrecengost

Lilly Hoff hangs an ornament on a tree at the Heritage 
Museum. Christmas, she says, is all about celebrating 
Christ’s birthday.

James 
Loftis

Avery
Williams



• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home for Teresa “Terry” Gonzales, who died 
Monday, Dec. 19, in Lubbock, to help defray funeral 
costs. Contact the funeral home at 432-267-8288 for 
more information.

• West Texas Opportunities Inc. will be closed 
Dec. 30 and will reopen for business Jan. 3 at its 
new location, 2001 Scurry.

• A benefit account for the Arguello family, who 
lost two family members in a recent house fire  in 
Coahoma, has been established at Western Bank. 
Interested persons can contribute to the account at 
any of the bank’s three locations (two in Big Spring, 
one in Coahoma). For more information, call 432-
394-4256. 

• An account has been established at Wells Fargo 
to help defray medical expenses for 4-year-old 
Zayde Stallings, who recently died of a rare heart 
condition. She was the daughter of Kenny and 
Renea Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more 
information, contact Four Seasons Insulation and 
Siding at 264-8610. The account number is 
7938527277.

• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home for Mike Williams, 39, a lifetime resident of 
Big Spring who died Nov. 1. He leaves behind a wife 
and seven children. Any donations can be brought 
to the funeral home office at 301 E. 24th St. For 
more information, call 267-8288.

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Training 
will be provided and geared to your time frame. 
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well as 
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Facelift®
Combines the science of hyaluronic

acid fillers (Restylane Lane and Juvederm)
and beauty to provide a custom designer 

procedure.

Exclusively at

Dr. Steve Ahmed
1700 FM 700 • 264-1900 230428

Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

What’s being auctioned off: 

Auctioneer Mike Murphy Lic##10151
10% buyers premium

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

Specializing Training In:
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500 229185

www.BigSpringHerald.com
Rich History, Big Possibilities — Big Spring, Texas
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Christmas-Time Is Here!

H Jewelry H Toys H Gifts
H Ariat Boots  H Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.          432-267-6411

218856

Sportz -N- Trinketz

H Soup   H Sandwiches H Blue Bell Ice Cream
  H Pies H Cobblers H Cookies & So Much More!

Monday - Saturday • 10:30am-9 pm

206 S. Main                                                                            432-264-0880

229415

Soups & Sandwiches

Obituaries
Oliver Cofer Jr.

Oliver Cofer Jr., 87, of Fort Worth, formerly of 
Big Spring died Friday, Dec. 23, 2011, in a Forth 
Worth hospice facility. His services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Cre-
matory of Big Spring.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Sun
12/25

46/29
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 40s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:45 AM

Sunset:
5:47 PM

Mon
12/26

52/34
More sun
than clouds.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:45 AM

Sunset:
5:48 PM

Tue
12/27

56/37
Sunny.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
upper 30s.

Sunrise:
7:46 AM

Sunset:
5:49 PM

Wed
12/28

61/36
Sunshine.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:46 AM

Sunset:
5:49 PM

Thu
12/29

64/40
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 60s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:46 AM

Sunset:
5:50 PM

Brownsville
57/45

Houston
55/43

Austin
54/37

Dallas
53/39

El Paso
48/27

Amarillo
46/28

San Antonio
57/41

Big Spring
46/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 44 31 sn shower Kingsville 59 43 cloudy
Amarillo 46 28 pt sunny Livingston 52 38 rain
Austin 54 37 cloudy Longview 49 39 rain
Beaumont 57 42 rain Lubbock 49 22 pt sunny
Brownsville 57 45 cloudy Lufkin 50 39 rain
Brownwood 51 34 pt sunny Midland 46 31 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 57 44 cloudy Raymondville 58 42 pt sunny
Corsicana 51 38 rain Rosenberg 55 42 rain
Dallas 53 39 rain San Antonio 57 41 cloudy
Del Rio 54 34 pt sunny San Marcos 55 37 cloudy
El Paso 48 27 sunny Sulphur Springs 51 38 rain
Fort Stockton 42 29 pt sunny Sweetwater 44 31 sn shower
Gainesville 49 34 rain Tyler 49 37 rain
Greenville 50 36 rain Weatherford 50 34 rain
Houston 55 43 rain Wichita Falls 49 34 mixed

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 54 42 rain Minneapolis 36 28 pt sunny
Boston 42 32 pt sunny New York 47 37 pt sunny
Chicago 40 28 pt sunny Phoenix 63 40 sunny
Dallas 53 39 rain San Francisco 60 44 mst sunny
Denver 44 27 sunny Seattle 45 37 rain
Houston 55 43 rain St. Louis 49 31 mst sunny
Los Angeles 72 46 sunny Washington, DC 51 37 mst sunny
Miami 80 69 pt sunny

Moon Phases

New
Dec 24

First
Jan 1

Full
Jan 9

Last
Jan 16

UV Index
Sun

12/25
3

Moderate

Mon
12/26

3
Moderate

Tue
12/27

3
Moderate

Wed
12/28

3
Moderate

Thu
12/29

3
Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Take Note

sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more 
information or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett 
at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that marks and 
brands be re-registered in the county or counties in 
which you operate. The re-registration period began 
Aug. 31 and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At the con-
clusion date, all marks and brands that have not 
been re-registered are automatically available for 
registration by another party. For additional infor-
mation, contact the Howard County Clerk’s Office 
at 264-2214 or 264-2213.

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help. We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and enjoy 
a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit 
Union is raising money to benefit Maurine Pittman, 
who is undergoing cancer treatment in a Dallas-
area hospital. For more information, call the credit 
union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at Western 
Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-old Big Spring resi-
dent with cystic fibrosis who is recovering from a 
double lung transplant in Dallas. All donations are 
appreciated. For more information, call 432-213-
0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heater 
drive and is in need of heaters. Community mem-
bers can donate new or used heaters. Monetary 
donations are also welcomed. Donations can be 
made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., 
Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• A benefit fund for Chris Johnson (account 
5945033396) has been established at Wells Fargo 
Bank to help defray expenses from a house fire. All 
donations are appreciated.

• The Salvation Army has funding for Texas 
Military Personnel now serving or has served in 
Iraq or Afghanistan. The military member or their 
family member may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 
267-8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD Fund of 
Permian Basin Area Foundation. 
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One of  Texas’ best source of  Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 (432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947
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17
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Happy 98th Birthday
Izell Johnson

From Your Seven Kids
25 Grandkids

47 Great Grandkids
 And

9 Great-Great Grandkids
230110

Providing Quality Dental Care!
Now Offering

• Full Mouth Restoration

• Cosmetic Restorations

• Teeth Whitening

• Family Dentistry

• Root Canal Therapy

• Crowns and Bridges

• Implant Supported Restorations

• Dentures and Partial Plates

• Gum Therapy

• Preventative Therapies

Now Accepting New Patients
Visit Us At www.AmyReeseDDS.com

Proudly Serving Her Hometown Since 1997!

Happy Holidays!
from Dr. Reese & Staff

710 Main St.
Big Spring, TX 79720

(432) 267-4102

228325

Wishing You The Best
During The Holidays!

Heritage Museum
510 Scurry

432-267-8255 228318

B u s i n e s s  C a rd s
~ Two-Sided, FREE Full Color
~ Gloss or Matte Finish
~ Available in Quantities from 250-1,000
~ Priced as Low as a Penny Each
~ Guaranteed To Impress

Moorhouse Design
432-213-8667 ~ Big Spring, TX

Alvin and the Chipmunks:
Chipwrecked (G)  
Sun. 12:30 2:45 5:00 7:30 9:30

Sherlock Holmes:
A Game of Shadows (PG-13) 
Sun.  1:15  4:15  7:15  10:15

The Adventures of
Tintin (PG)  3D
Sun.: 12:45 3:30 6:30 9:15

Mission: Impossible -
Ghost Protocol (PG-13) 
Sun.: 1:00  4:00  700  10:00 

227995

ADVANCE TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR
 THE TWILIGHT SAGA MARATHON AND

BREAKING DAWN PART 1.

• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

      PARKHILL
    TERRACE

       APARTMENTS
800 W. Marcy Drive

263-5555       267-5444

21
05

33

$99
Move-In
Special

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/11
228213

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Barbara Ann Hull, 63, 
died Thursday.  Funeral 
Services will be at 11 
a.m. Monday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with Rev. 
Derrick Looney officiat-
ing.  Burial will be at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

REASONS
Continued from Page 1A

Christmas is about cele-
brating Christ’s birth-
day.

“Decorating the Christ-
mas tree is something 
that’s fun to do,” the 
girls said. “But Christ-
mas is about remember-
ing how Christ died on 
the cross for us and cel-
ebrating his birthday.”

As the years go by, the 
meaning of Christmas 
begins to change and 
the holiday season takes 
on a different meaning. 
The presents are still 
important, but what re-
ally matters becomes so 
much more apparent. 

“When I was a little girl 
I thought it was about 
family coming over to 
give me presents, but 
now I’m older I realize 
it’s about spending time 
with family, especially 
the ones you don’t get 
to see very often,” Kiara 
Loftis, 12, said. “It’s not 
about the presents they 
bring.” 

Kiara sees the im-
portance of Christmas 
through the kindness 
shown by others and 
their donations, such as 
those who donate gifts 
for soldiers or to bring 
to kids who wouldn’t 
normally receive pres-
ents. 

As for 11-year-old 
McKenzie Schrecen-
gost, the memories of 
previous Christmases 
will be something she 
cherishes as well as the 
‘true’ meaning behind 
Christmas. 

“I’m really looking for-
ward to this Christmas, 
but I know one thing on 
my mind is not being 
able to be with my dad 
(who passed away earli-
er this year),” McKenzie 
said. “Our Christmas 
changes every year, but 
one thing we always do 
is the big dinner with 
family. Really, it’s not 
about the gifts ... it’s 
about Jesus and being 
able to spend time with 
family.”

Christmas is a time 
that allows families to 
get together, especially 
for those who aren’t 
able to get together of-
ten. Even though the 
presents make an im-
pression, they aren’t 
the only thing involved 
in the memories being 
made. 

“My favorite part of 
Christmas is waking up 
early to open presents 
and see the surprises 
my family has picked 

out for me. I love meet-
ing up with my family to 
say thank you and tak-
ing pictures with them,” 
Kiara said. 

Her 7-year-old brother, 
James Loftis, recalls one 
present in particular 
that has made a lasting 
impression. 

“Santa brings pres-
ents and he brought my 
cat Strawberry to me,” 
James said. “But my ‘fa-
voritest’ part is playing 
with my cousins Elijah 
and Zion!”

The mystery of Santa 
is one most, if not ev-
ery child, tends to cling 
to at Christmas time. 
The intrigue of hoping 
and in some way know-
ing Christmas morning 
there will be presents 
dropped off by Santa 
and his magical, flying 
reindeer.

“It makes me wonder 
if Santa is going to come 
and I really do hope ev-
eryone believes in him. 
I want all the kids to be 
good so they aren’t put 
on the naughty list. All 
you have to do is be good 
and you will get pres-
ents from Santa and ev-
eryone who loves you,” 
James said. “He is an 
inventor and he makes 
lots of things. I love that 
he has reindeers.”

Of course, James 
isn’t the only child who 
thinks this way. 

“It’s just great because 
you get lots of presents 
and Santa Claus comes.” 
Avery said. 

As Kaeli said, it’s 
about that happy feeling 
inside, being able to set 
out cookies and milk for 
Santa and sending him 
cards to show that we 
love him. 

“I can’t help but think 
of God, Jesus, oh and the 
angels too,” Avery said. 
“Oh yeah and the sweet 
stuff at Christmas.” 

In spite of all the enjoy-
ment Christmas morn-
ing brings with presents, 
family gatherings and 
cherished memories it’s 
easy to see Christmas is 
one holiday children – of 
all ages — agree cannot 
be skipped. 

The importance of 
Christmas, in spite of 
being different for ev-
eryone, continues to re-
main a constant through 
the years. 

In the end —despite 
religion or belief — it’s 
about family, giving 
and seeing the sparkle 
in a child’s eye. 

Contact Staff Writer 
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

A small sinkhole at the intersection of 15th and State streets claimed this Chevrolet van late Friday 
morning. No injuries were reported in the incident.

Ugly, gaudy Christmas sweaters all the rage
MILWAUKEE (AP) — 

Oh, the sweater designs 
are frightful, but the 
parties are so delight-
ful. So if you’ve got one 
to wear, let it show, let it 
show, let it show.

If your grandmother 
ever gave you a cheesy 
holiday sweater that 
you never thought you’d 
wear, be grateful — it’s 
a hot fashion item now. 
Gaudy Christmas sweat-
ers have become all the 
rage. Ugly-Christmas-
sweater parties are 
so popular that thrift 
stores and specialty re-
tailers are making sure 
the kitschy clothing is 
in stock, and enterpris-
ing entrepreneurs are 
cashing in.

One Chicago couple 
say they’ve sold more 
than 3,000 sweaters this 
year from a website they 
started in 2008, while a 
pair of Milwaukee sib-
lings expect to clear a 
$5,000 profit from a new 
site they launched just 
last month.

Jack McCarthy, 17, 

and his sister sell sweat-
ers scavenged from 
thrift stores and yard 
sales for anywhere from 
$19 to $45 on Ultima-
teUglyChristmas.com.

“People just seem to 
love outdoing each other 
in ugliness,” McCarthy 
said. “The key is, you 
want something that’s 
tacky in a good way. 
You don’t want ugly like 
boring, you want some-
thing like a piece of art. 
Something that might 
look good if it weren’t 
on a sweater.

“Like it might be a 
good Christmas decora-
tion, but once you put it 
on yourself that’s where 
it becomes ugly.”

The sweaters’ popu-
larity reflects a com-
mon fashion arc: Some-
thing trendy goes out 
of style, only to become 

cool again decades later. 
Some people speculate 
that loud sweaters evoke 
fond memories of holi-
days past. Others say 
it’s just an expression of 
holiday cheer.

Either way, when it 
comes to Christmas 
sweaters, uglier is bet-
ter. Bright and mis-
matched colors are a 
plus, as are sequins, 
beads and fringes. But 
the clincher is graphics 
— winter scenes busy 
and intricate enough to 
make the viewer cringe.

Emily Bell knows ugly 
when she sees it. The 
30-year-old from the Mil-
waukee suburb of St. 

Francis was determined 
to win her friend’s ugly-
sweater contest. So she 
scoured thrift stores 
with one strategy: If a 
garment could be called 
tasteful, it wasn’t good 
enough.

For less than $10 she 
bought a blue blazer 
covered in oversized 
stars, trees and snow-
men, along with a bright 
red sweater showing a 
Christmas tree trimmed 
with bulbous red orna-
ments.

“Everyone was horri-
fied and amused,” Bell 
said.
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

The last lesson for this year is ...

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Amanda Moreno
Staff Writer

Bill McClellan
Managing Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve 
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721 

Yes, Virginia, tHere 
reallY is a santa claus

EDITOR’S NOTE: “Is there a Santa Claus?” is the 
question Virginia, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Phillip 
F. O’Hanlon, put to the editor of the (New York) Sun 
in September, 1897. Her Letter was received by Ed-
ward P. Mitchell, who turned it over to his associate, 
Francis Pharcelius Church, to answer.

With some reluctance Mr. Church undertook the 
assignment. The product of his fine nature, mellow 
wisdom and sound craftsmanship was the editorial 
article “Is there a Santa Claus?” — the most famous 
editorial article that has ever been written. It first ap-
peared in the New York Sun in 1897 and has since 
been produced in every conceivable form, in every 
quarter of the globe.

The publication of Virginia’s question and Francis 
Pharcelius Church’s response is an annual tradition 
at the Herald. We hope you enjoy it.

•••
We take pleasure in answering at once and thus 

prominently the communication below, express-
ing at the same time our great gratification that its 
faithful author is numbered among the friends of 
The Sun:

“Dear Editor:
I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 

Clause.
Papa says ‘If you see it in the Sun it’s so.’
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon,
115 West 95th Street”

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by 
their minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be 
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great universe 
of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless world about him, 
as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping 
the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as 
certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound and give to your life 
its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How dreary would 
be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would 
be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There 
would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no ro-
mance to make tolerable this existence. We should 
have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the world 
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well 
not believe in fairies. You might get your papa to 
hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did 
not see Santa Claus coming down, what would that 
prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign 
there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children nor men can 
see. Did you every see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not 
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the won-
ders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
make the noise inside, but there is a veil covering 
the unseen world which not the strongest man, not 
even the united strength of all the strongest men 
that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory 
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, and he lives 
forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, 
ten times ten thousand years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of childhood.

A 
first-grade teacher, 
clawing at the very 
bottom of her creativ-
ity barrel, was merely 

trying to “hold her own.” Every 
turn of her head, she glanced 
toward the old clock on the wall 
that had been such 
an ally earlier in 
the fall. Now, in 
this final hour of 
instruction before 
the holidays, it 
was sinister, its 
hands moving 
with the speed 
of an indecisive 
glacier.

It had been a 
“slam-dunk” tool 
to help the young-
sters learn to tell 
time. She smiled, recalling their 
befuddlement with the second 
hand.

This day — the last before 
the holidays — the clock hands 
seemed mired in molasses on a 
day so cold roosters prayed for 
a later sunrise. In just another 
hour, though, the shrill hallway 
bell would ring, tying the ribbon 
of closure on the calendar year, 
setting the children free. Surely 
she could hold on for just 60 
more minutes.

She asked a “raise-your-hand-
if-you-know” question, hoping 
to minimize chaos as two-dozen 
children plotted paths to make 
fastest exits ever. (Pity anyone 
who might be trying to enter the 
classroom at that moment.)

“What do the holidays mean to 
you?” she questioned. Oh, there 
were some expected responses 
about Christmas gifts, sumptu-
ous repasts, TV football games 
and prayers for snow.

    One said that on New Year’s 
Eve, they’d all make “New 
Year’s revolutions.” The teacher 
smiled, offering no corrections; 
that could be done another 

day. She figured it might take 
more than an hour to chase this 
rabbit, maybe about the same 
time commitment to explain the 
second hand.

One youngster’s response 
gave pause. “We pray for lots of 
things at our house,” the little 
girl explained. “Mostly, we stand 
still long enough to let our mem-
ories catch up with us. Then, on 
New Year’s Eve, we talk about 
making better memories next 
year.”

The teacher thought this wor-
thy of break room discussion in 
the new year.

Maybe there wasn’t such a 
yearning for the day to end.

The final contributor was a 
usually quiet little boy who, as 
always, waited his turn. “My 
granddaddy is deep-minded and 
long-winded,” he began. “They 
said in his farming days, he 
often talked to fence posts

He explained that his grandfa-
ther’s recent “weird dream” is 
bound to dominate family con-
versations during this holiday 
observance.

It was a “dream in a doze,” 
so to speak, occurring before 
bedtime. “Granddad was in his 
recliner, where we catch him 
dozing more often than awake,” 
the youngster said.

The old-timer, caught up in 
watching the Heisman Awards, 
fell asleep just before Robert 
Griffin III claimed the award.

Immediately in dreamland, he 
thought he’d died, but instead 
of going toward heaven, he was 
“headed south” in an elevator 
covered in frost. As it plunged 
downward, temperatures 
dropped rapidly. He shivered as 
ice formed on the elevator doors. 
Several minutes later, it jolted to 
a stop, and the old man stepped 
out, shocked by the devil’s 
frigid haunts. He’d expected it 
to be, uh, considerably more 

tropical. Instead, icicles hung 
everywhere; snow piled up in 
drifts that would cover parking 
meters.

“Oh, my,” he exclaimed, “A 
Baylor player finally won the 
Heisman.”

OK, so it’s an old story up-
dated.

I’ve heard groans like yours 
before. During my presidential 
years at Howard Payne Univer-
sity, students expected to hear 
“the clock story” at each year-
ending chapel program.

I told them about the clock’s 
visit to the doctor’s office.

“The thought of ticking each 
second next year makes me ill,” 
the old clock said. “That’s 60 per 
minute, 3600 per hour, 86,400 per 
day, 604,800 per week, 2,419,200 
per month and 31,449,600 for the 
year.

Patiently listening to the 
clock’s lament, he asked, “How 
did you manage it last year?”

Pausing, the clock answered, 
“One tick at a time.”

“I suggest you follow the same 
strategy in 2012,” the physician 
said.

The old doctor offered sage ad-
vice, urging that life be taken on 
in small bites, thus making good 
memories more likely. (Had 
there not been other patients 
waiting, he might have made a 
second recommendation con-
cerning small “bytes,” too.)

   I pray God’s richest blessings 
for you and those you love dur-
ing this holiday season and in 
the new year that beckons. Don’t 
pay too much attention to the 
second hand.

Dr. Newbury is a speaker in the 
Metroplex. Inquiries/comments 
welcome. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com.; phone 817-447-
3872. Web site: www.speakerdoc.
com.

dr.
don

newburY

Your Views
Greed

To The ediTor,
Mine is not the first letter of ob-

servation. Sadly, nor do I expect 
any change to occur seeing that 
in the the 20 years that I have re-
sided in Howard County it has 
been a frequent topic of public 
conversation.  However, today 
the reality was driven home fair-
ly dramatically.

It was necessary to make a fast 
one day trip to Fredrickburg, 
Texas, to see a family member. 
We filled up with gasoline the 
previous night prior to leaving 
at 6:30 a.m. We paid $3.21 per 9/10 
gallon. We arrived at the ever-
popular Fredricksburg which 
was filled with tourists as usual 
(read high demand) and complet-
ed our business.

We began the return trip at 4 
p.m., filling our tank before leav-
ing paying $2.99 per 9/10 gallon. A 
savings of $0.22 per gallon on the 
same brand and rating. I asked 
the attendant if there was a re-
finery in Fredricksburg of which 
I was unaware and was told no 
(read low supply). Thus my con-
fusion and frustration.

Though we have much to be 
proud of, I’m sure anyone who has 
been to Fredricksburg will agree, 
we do not compete with Fre-
dricksburg as a tourist attraction 
(read lower demand). Yet, we do 
have a refinery in our backyard 
(read lower supply cost). While I 
am not an educated economist, I 
have a basic understanding of the 
concept of supply and demand, 
and this information flies in the 
face of common sense. My father 
(who was an economist) always 
taught me, “If something doesn’t 
seem right, look at the bottom 
line.”  In this case, the bottom 
line has greed written all over 
it.  We are encouraged by busi-
nesses and Chambers to “Keep 
Your Dollars At Home.”  Yet, we 
are gouged in the one area that 
we must all have to earn those 
very dollars.

Those of us who live here know 
we have no choice but to pay 
higher prices that are figured on 
greed, not supply and demand. 
But the tourists and the dollars 

that we say we want to attract 
(read Downtown Renovation, 
Settles Hotel Renovation, Sym-
phony, Rodeo, etc.) do have a 
choice.

We should learn from Fredricks-
burg and other cities like them 
that may charge $10 for a ham-
burger in the local cafe, $8 for an 
artsy postcard from the pet store, 
$250 for a glass christmas tree 
ornament and $500 for a paint-
ing that looks as if it was done 
by your basic 5th grader. If you 
want to attract the crowds that 
are willing to spend that kind of 
money, you should start by hav-
ing the price everyone sees when 
they arrive in town not be the 
one you with which you are play-
ing inverse supply and demand 
economics. Especially when they 
see a refinery on the hill.

Sincerely,
denniS dinguS

Big Spring

Christian nation
To The ediTor:
President Obama has an-

nounced to the world that the 
United States is no longer a Chris-
tian nation. 

June 17, 1963, the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided 8 to 1 in favor of Ed-
ward Schempp in the Abington 
Township, Pennsylvania School 
District – vs- Schempp. The court 
declared school-sponsored Bible 
reading in public schools to be 
unconstitutional — after all, 
what can you expect when there 
is not one Christian on the Su-
preme Court. 

From this ruling, prayers at 
football games are prohibited, 
religious symbols banned from 
state and federal buildings, etc. In 
September of this year, Alabama 
Judge Roy Moore was removed 
from his bench for refusing to 
remove the Ten Commandments 
from his courtroom wall. 

With that said, let me remind 
all Christians to remember Dec. 
25 is celebrated as the birth of 
Jesus Christ. I disagree with our 
President because I think this is 
a Christian nation. Most of our 
laws are based on the Ten Com-
mandments, such as “though 

shall not kill” as an example. 
Through the centuries,  Chris-

tians have been persecuted, 
physically and/or verbally, yet 
they have survived. 

In closing, I wish everyone, 
Christian or non-Christian, a 
very, merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 

cad WingerT

Big Spring

Christmas
To The ediTor:
I am writing this letter to re-

mind adults Christmas is cel-
ebrating the birth of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. That is the true mean-
ing; also it is a time for Santa 
Claus. 

I have been hearing adults tell-
ing little ones there is no Santa. 
These people need to be horse 
whipped. There are so many 
kids who do not have what other 
kids have and that is one thing 
they look forward to and to have 
stupid non-caring adults (who 
should know better) tell them is 
stupid.

Maybe they had a bad child-
hood; that does not give them the 
right to take joy away from little 
ones. I say shame on all of you for 
hurting the children. I remember 
when I was little we would leave 
out cookies and milk, or a coke 
and a letter to Santa. We could 
not wait until the morning came. 
That memory is special to me and 
has stayed with me always. 

To me, all of these atheists 
need to go far away and leave us 
Christians alone. We have more 
of a stand than you do. It makes 
me mad when they can say or do 
something that takes away from 
the nativity scene being taken 
down cause they do not believe 
in it; well, we do and we should 
have a bigger say than they do. 

So please, let us all remem-
ber the true meaning of Christ-
mas. On Christmas morning we 
should bow our heads and say 
Happy Birthday Jesus and let the 
kids have their Christmas.

One more thing, I would like 
to thank the radio station kicks 
See LETTERS, Page 5A
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We Invite You To
Dine With Us For

The Holidays!
Christmas Eve

10:30 am - 3:00 pm
Christmas Day

10:30 am - 6:00 pm

2503 Gregg                                      432-267-2895
229572

Merry
Christmas!
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2404 N. Hwy. 87 • Big Spring • 432-263-3382

1902 N. Hwy. 87                                                432-267-2555

Sherry Wegner Agency
“... your friend come hail or high water.”

swcia.com
229434

BUCKEASY’S

Our Christmas Buckets
Make Great Gifts!

1700 S. Gregg • 432-267-2825

Open Christmas Day!
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Merry Christmas
501 W. 17th • Big Spring, TX

432-267-1353

Merry Christmas!

First United Methodist Church
400 Scurry                                                      267-6394
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Happy Holidays
from

C&D Truck Accessories
2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600
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Vicki Slaton

Vicki Slaton Insurance 
Agency

205 W. 15th 
267-2398

Happy Holidays!
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from Midland for play-
ing the national anthem 
every morning about 6.

Marillyn Miears

Big spring

More local sports
To the Editor:
I would like to see 

more local sports.
It seems to me the 

sports editor could at 
least put the scores of 
the high school Steers 
and Howard Hawks in 
the paper.

Thanks,
W. h. sMiTh

Big spring

Christ in 
Christmas

To the Editor:
Having been born in 

1942 during World War 
II, I grew up with nativ-
ity scenes everywhere 
during Christmas. We 
sang Christmas carols 
and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas. 

At the age of 5, my 
Christmas present of a 
little red truck made me 
very happy. I didn’t re-
alize that we were poor 
until I saw all the gifts 
that others received at 
Christmas. But, they 
couldn’t have been any 
happier than I was. My 
little red truck was giv-
en to me with all the love 
my parents possessed.

Now, I am 69 years of 
age and I am fighting 
cancer. My life is in the 
hands of God. I am at 
peace with that.

I do not understand 

how nativity scenes are 
now banned and no one 
can greet you with a 
Merry Christmas in re-
tail stores. The infamous 
group, Freedom From 
Religion, has more hate 
for Jesus Christ than 
He has love for us. Ac-
cording to Jesus, what I 
think about Him will de-
termine my destiny for 
all eternity. 

If you are one of those 
haters of Jesus Christ, I 
would sincerely like to 
talk to you.

Charles arCher

Big spring

LETTERS
Continued from Page 4A

Of course you’ve heard 
about the war on Christ-
mas. How could you not, 
if you watch certain TV 

news stations and 
keep up with the 
frightening ads con-
cocted by some presi-
dential candidates?

It’s everywhere, and 
it sounds like a grim 
war indeed, with the 
forces of good perhaps 
just barely holding on, 
encircled by snarling 
wolves and thousands 
of those big, ugly Orcs 
from the Hobbit mov-
ies. Oh, my!

Weak and beaten down, maybe 
we’ll make it just a couple more days 
and keep Christmas safe this year. 
Maybe we won’t ...

At any rate, the war on Christmas 
sounds scary enough to swing some 
votes or send a troop of sanctified 
soldiers on a desperate mission, en-
gaging the ACLU in combat to keep 
their grubby hands off the crèches.

That what it sounds like, doesn’t 
it?

How silly.
I think we get the idea that there is 

a war on Christmas from watching 
too many holiday TV specials, each 
of which has this essential plot:

1. Christmas spirit is shrinking.
2. A blackhearted villain is ready 

to squeeze Christmas to death.
3. Against the odds, a pure-heart-

ed hero must save the day at 11:59 
p.m. on Christmas Eve. Well, OK, 
Scrooge doesn’t actually save Christ-
mas until late morning, having slept 
late, but you agree that’s the trend, 
right?

4. This must be accomplished by 
demonstrating to those who have 

forgotten it what the true meaning 
of Christmas has always been.

However, the truth is that there 
can be no war on Christmas.

The war already has been won.
Long ago, in Bethlehem, we found 

out that in the hands of our awesome 
God, to sort of quote that Seussian 
Grinch movie, “No one could stop 
Christmas from coming.”

Once baby Jesus made it to the 
planet, once he was introduced to 
humanity, once he grew up and ex-
plained who he was, people who had 
been otherwise doomed to live short, 
lackluster lives and die far short of 
the purity required by God began 
to call on the name of Jesus and be 
rescued.

At that point, the turning point 
had been reached in the battle, and 
not even the death of Jesus made it 
anything like a fair fight.

The battle was won even before 
the shepherds showed up. Even be-
fore the smell of frankincense hit 
the air.

So don’t go telling me about this 
“war on Christmas,” you fear-mon-
gering politicians and commenta-
tors. There’s no war here.

At best, it’s just a few folks asking 
us Christians to hold it down a little 
while we celebrate our glorious vic-
tory over death, over despair, over 
all of our mistakes and shortcom-
ings.

We are victors.
And we are having a very merry 

Christmas, thank you very much.

Doug Mendenhall teaches journal-
ism at Abilene Christian University. 
He is the author of “How Jesus Ended 
Up in the Food Court,” a collection of 
his favorite columns. E-mail him at 
doug.mendenhall@acu.edu.

Mendenhall: 
Christ won war on Christmas

Doug
MenDenhall

letter policies
The Herald welcomes letters to the edi-

tor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 

words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime tele-

phone number, as well as a 
street address for verifica-
tion purposes.

• We reserve the right to 
edit for style and clarity.

• We reserve the right to 
limit publication to one letter 
per 30-day period per 
author.

• Letters that are unsigned 
or do not include a tele-
phone number or address 
will not be considered.

• Letters should be sub-
mitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 
79721. They can also be e-mailed to edi-
tor@bigspringherald.com

PATRICIA WOLFF,
Oshkosh Northwestern

OSHKOSH, Wis. (AP) 
— Little Keira Wagner is 
happiest in her daddy's 
arms. And on his shoul-
ders. And climbing up 
his legs at an impossible 
angle.

Roughhousing is their 
thing and it's going to 
be the thing Benjamin 
Wagner misses most 
when he heads overseas 
in a couple months. Staff 
Sgt. Ben Wagner, 30, isn't 
at all sure of the details 
of when he'll leave, but 
he does know it's going 
to be extremely tough to 
be away from his wife 
Jennifer, 29, and their 
5-year-old daughter for 
an extended period.

As a team leader in 
the Oshkosh-based Wis-
consin Army National 
Guard 1157th Transpor-
tation Co. he and the 
rest of the 130-soldier 
unit will head out, pos-
sibly in February, for 
pre-mobilization train-
ing before heading to 
Kuwait, where he'll 
help with the logistics 
of bringing troops home 
from Iraq.

The training will pre-
pare the members of 
the 1157th to serve in a 
security mission pro-
viding base and con-
voy protection during 
the troop drawdown in 
Iraq and the removal 
of equipment from the 
country, said Lt. Col. 
Jackie Guthrie, direc-
tor of public affairs for 
the Wisconsin National 
Guard.

Wagner will be de-
ployed for a year. That 
means this Christmas 

has to hold the family for 
two Christmases. They 
are doing their best to 
enjoy this holiday with-
out getting maudlin 
about it. Both Ben and 
Jennifer are seasoned 
soldiers. Jennifer's 
mother was in the mili-
tary. They know what 
this separation stuff is 
all about.

Both have served at 
various times in the Na-
tional Guard and in the 
regular army in Iraq. 
In fact, that's where 
they met and married. 
Ben said it was hard for 
him to resist her. Not 
only is she an attractive 
woman, Ben said, but 
she served as a weapons 
specialist for the com-
pany and was in charge 
of the arms room. He is 
an avid collector of mili-
tary guns.

Well, that combina-
tion did the trick. Wag-
ner was a goner.

"The fact that she was 
the armorer and me be-
ing a gun enthusiast. 
Plus she is down-to-
earth and fun to hang 
out with," he said.

On a recent Sunday 
afternoon they talked 
about the coming year 
and how they are prepar-
ing for it. Keira twirled 
and danced and chat-
tered nearby. She point-
ed out their two lazy 
cats, Sha-ping and Rory, 
looking aloof while loll-
ing on perches here and 
there. She showed piec-
es of the nativity scene, 
gingerbread men and 
their Christmas tree.

"This is the first time 
we've had our Christ-
mas tree up this early," 

Ben said.
The Wagner family 

isn't counting the days 
just yet, but they are try-
ing to pack in as much as 
they can without mak-
ing life hectic. There 
will trips to Florida and 
Texas to visit grandpar-
ents before Ben deploys.

"I don't know if anyone 
can prepare for a sepa-
ration like this but we 
are trying to enjoy every 
moment," Jennifer said.

The Wagners realize 
they can't really prepare 
for a lengthy separation. 
The longest they've been 
separated during the 
nine years of their mar-
riage is three weeks. Nor 
can Keira understand 
what it means that she 
won't be able to climb all 
over her dad for a whole 
year.

Jennifer said she'll 
deal with it as it comes. 
Technology helps.

"We bought a new 
laptop, a must before 
deployment. And we've 
got Skype," she said, re-
ferring to the free video-
calling service.

Ben is trying to focus 
on the benefits of the 
National Guard rather 
than the rough parts 
like deployment.

"I'm trying not to 
think about that. There 
are lots of benefits, like 
college paid for her," 
he said looking over at 
Keira.

Ben entered the Na-
tional Guard at 17 for 
the rifle, the Humvee, 
the college benefits and 
"because I wanted to do 
something for my coun-
try," he said.

Military families celebrate bittersweet Christmas 



Feature6A Big Spring Herald
Sunday, December 25, 2011

Happy Holidays!
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1512 S. Gregg                                             432-263-1931
Big Spring, TX                                             hrblock.com

from

Blum’s Jewelers
One Beautiful Place!

Open Monday to Saturday 10-6
Inside the Big Spring Mall

267-6335229540

2805 Lynn 264-7818

217351

Happy Holidays!
400 E. Marcy Dr.                              432-264-2600

229395

Myers & Smith
Funeral Home And Chapel

Family Owned Since 1985

Bill & Charlsa Myers
Owners

www.myersandsmith.com
301 E. 24th                                                                                                                                                                                   267-8288
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Quiet Neighborhood Location
Away From Heavy Traffic.

Bridal/Quince
Fair

“Love is in the
Air”

Permian Basin
Bridal Assc.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
CAF, Main Hanger,

Mid. Intl. A.P.
9600 Wright Drive

Quince Fashions 2 PM
Bridal Fashions 3:30 PM
$8 @ Door, $5-Pre-Reg.
till December 31, 2011

Basinbridal.org
Prizes Every Hour 229409

CONNIE CASS,
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Why do kids believe a chubby 
guy in a flying sleigh can deliver joy across Amer-
ica? Because their parents do. A whopping 84 per-
cent of grown-ups were once children who trusted 
in Santa's magic, and lots cling to it still.

Things are changing fast these days, with toddlers 
wishing for iPads, grade schoolers emailing their 
Christmas lists and moms wrestling over bargain 
toys at midnight sales. Despite all the pressures on 
the rituals of the season, an AP-GfK poll confirms 
that families are sticking by old St. Nick.

"It's important for kids to have something to be-
lieve in," says great-grandmother Wanda Smith of 
Norman, Okla.

And so they do. Year after year, Santa Claus sur-
vives the scoffers and the Scrooges and the 6-year-
old playground skeptics. He endures belittling 
commercials that portray him shopping at Target 
or taking directions from an iPhone. He shrugs off 
scolds who say his bagful of toys overshadows the 
reason for the season.

Two-thirds of parents with kids under 18 say 
Santa's an important part of their celebrations this 
year. Moms, especially, have a soft spot for the man 
in red — 71 percent of them say he's important, and 
that's a big jump from 58 percent just five years 
ago.

His overall popularity is up slightly from an AP-
AOL poll in 2006, before the recession hit. In these 
bleaker times of homes lost to foreclosure and par-
ents sweating out their next paychecks, the poll 
shows Santa riding high with families both wealthy 
and poor.

Maybe that's because the big guy's always known 
how to stretch a dollar to make a kid smile.

Smith, whose childhood gifts were mostly hand-
made by her mother — things like cookies and knit 
scarves — remembers that every year Santa Claus 

managed to put one present under the tree for her 
to share with her two brothers (four more siblings 
came later).

"One year it was a bicycle, one year we had a sled. 
One year we got a puppy — his name was Jack and 
he was a border collie," recalls Smith, now 70.

"We didn't have a lot," she said, "but we didn't 
know it. Our mother and daddy made it a wonder-
ful time for us."

In multicultural America, Father Christmas isn't 
just for Christians any more. Three-fourths of non-
Christian adults say they believed in Santa when 
they were children. And half feel he's important to 
their holiday celebrations now.

Developmental psychologist Cyndy Scheibe, 
who's been interviewing kids about Santa since 
1986, said lots of Jewish children told her that Santa 
Claus was real, even though he didn't stop at their 
houses on Christmas Eve.

And many non-Christian parents embrace Santa 
because they see Christmas serving as a secular as 
well as religious holiday in the U.S., she said.

"Santa Claus is more than someone who just 
comes and gives you a present, it's this whole spirit 
of giving and magic that you get to be a part of and 
celebrate," said Scheibe, an associate professor at 
Ithaca College in New York.

That's what keeps Santa going over the decades 
and across cultures, she said. "That, and there's 
almost nothing as much fun as getting to see your 
kid's face so completely excited."

Scheibe knows firsthand. She used to climb a 
ladder to the roof every Christmas, her daughter 
watching, to leave a key tied to a big red bow, be-
cause they didn't have a fireplace.

It's not all snowflakes and mistletoe in Santaland, 
however. Even among Christians, there's tension 
about how big a role, if any, a jolly old elf deserves 
in the celebration of Christ's birth.

Almost half of Americans polled said Santa de-
tracts from the religious significance of Christmas 

more than he enhances it.
When she was growing up, Naomi Stenberg's fun-

damentalist Baptist parents didn't want her mixed 
up with Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny or Hal-
loween trick-or-treating.

"I didn't understand why everybody else got to be-
lieve in Santa, and me and my brother didn't," says 
Stenberg, 32, now a stay-at-home mom in Baxter, 
Minn. "I felt left out."

Her own three children have gotten the full Kris 
Kringle experience, but sometimes she feels ill-
equipped to handle the tough queries from her 
youngest, 6-year-old Rylen.

"She's been asking questions like how does Santa 
fit through the chimney," she said. "I don't know 
how to answer things like that."

Matt Hoyt vividly remembers seeing Santa's 
black boots peeking out from behind his bedroom 
curtains when he was a boy. He froze. "I was just 
trying to pretend to be asleep," Hoyt said, "so I'd get 
my presents."

Only much later did he realize those were prob-
ably the black shoes of his dad, hanging his new 
"Star Wars" drapes. Now Hoyt, a 35-year-old com-
puter engineer from Houston, is awaiting the birth 
of his first child in April, and wondering how long 
that child will believe.

In the poll, the median age when adults said they 
outgrew Santa was 8. Hoyt suspects his child's 
generation will turn away even earlier. After all, 
"They've got Google at their fingertips."

But Santa needn't worry. They'll come back some-
day ... when they're parents.

The Associated Press-GfK Poll was conducted Dec. 
8-12 by GfK Roper Public Affairs and Corporate 
Communications. It involved landline and cellphone 
interviews with 1,000 adults nationwide and has a 
margin of sampling error of plus or minus 4 percent-
age points.

JENNIFER AGIESTA,
Associated Press

Angels don't just sing at Christmastime. For most 
Americans, they're a year-round presence. A new 
Associated Press-GfK poll shows that 77 percent of 
adults believe these ethereal beings are real.

Belief is primarily tied to religion, with 88 percent 
of Christians, 95 percent of evangelical Christians 
and 94 percent of those who attend weekly religious 

services of any sort saying they believe in angels.
But belief in angels is fairly widespread even 

among the less religious. A majority of non-Chris-
tians think angels exist, as do more than 4 in 10 of 
those who never attend religious services.

Beyond the religious gap, women are more likely 
than men to believe angels are real, and those over 
30 are more apt than younger adults to think they 
exist.

The finding mirrors a 2006 AP-AOL poll, which 
found 81 percent believed in angels.

Previous polling has found the public a bit more 
likely to believe in God, but far less likely to believe 
in other other-worldly beings. In May, 92 percent of 
adults told Gallup pollsters they believed in God. 

But just 34 percent in an AP-Ipsos poll in 2007 said 
they believed in ghosts or UFOs.

The AP-GfK Poll was conducted Dec. 8-12 and is 
based on interviews with 1,000 adults nationally. 

The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 4 
percentage points.

Nearly eight in 10 people believe in angels 

Santa Claus is still flying high in a new poll 

NEW YORK (AP) — An artist known for turn-
ing automotive scrap metal into sculpture has 
died in New York City. John Chamberlain was 
84.

The Gagosian Gallery represented Chamber-
lain and says he died Wednesday in Manhat-
tan.

Chamberlain's career spanned decades. He 
started working with junked car metal in the 
late 1950s, gaining admirers and critics. He also 
worked with materials as wide-ranging as paper 
bags, aluminum foil and foam rubber.

Chamberlain's work has been exhibited all 
over the world. His first retrospective was at the 
city's Guggenheim Museum in 1971.

The Guggenheim announced earlier this 
month another retrospective of his work will be 
on exhibit from February to May of next year. 
The exhibit will include 95 of Chamberlain's 
works from throughout his career.

John Chamberlain, made 
art from scrap, dies in NYC 

Follow us online at 
www.bigspringherald.com
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Merry
     Christmas
          and
Happy
     Holidays!
From The Friendly

Staff at

2311 Gregg St.
263-666321

80
06

310 Nolan                                                                264-2401

21
73

57

Happy Holidays!
Ray E. & Barbara Kennedy

RayK@parksinsurance.com

900 Main St.
432-267-5504

217414

21
78

62

Merry Christmas From All
Of Us At

3200 Parkway                                                  432-263-4041

 

December/January 2011-2012 Activities
Dec. 27   – Mall Walking, 8:00 a.m.
                     Supper Club, “Pizza Inn”, 5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 28   – Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                     No Movie Today!

Dec. 29   – Mall Walking, 8:00 a.m.

 Jan. 2      – Holiday Office Closed

Jan. 3      –  Mall Walking, 8:00 a.m.
                    Coffee @ Parkplace Retirment Living, 10 a.m.
  Supper Club, “Casa Blanca” 5:30 p.m.

Jan. 4      – Senior Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.
                    Movie, 1:00 p.m. “Call for Title”

Jan. 5      – Mall Walking, 8 a.m.
                    Coffee @ “Just Peachy’s”, 10 a.m.
   Domino’s, 2-4 p.m.
  Bunko, 5 p.m.

Jan. 6      – Lunch Bunch & Birthday’s, 
                    “Cowboys,” 11:30 a.m.           

Call Anita Cline today at 268-4721 to find out what the 
Circle is all about.

S p o n S o r e d  B y

Something special’s  
happening in the Circle.

21
90

89

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Health, Prosperity &

God’s Blessings To All!

Senior Circle Office House
Tuesday-Thursday, 11:00 to 5:300

Don’t forget to RSVP@268-4721 & Invite a Friend!

HOLLY RAMER,
Associated Press

HANOVER, N.H. — You know Dasher and Dancer 
and the rest of the gang. But do you recall, the most 
"Perfect Christmas Crowd-Bringer" of all?

That's how executives at Montgomery Ward orig-
inally described Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
who first appeared in a 1939 book written by one 
of the company's advertising copywriters and giv-
en free to children as a way to drive traffic to the 
stores.

Curious to know more about how Rudolph really 
went down in history? It's all in the pages of a long-
overlooked scrapbook compiled by the story's au-
thor, Robert L. May, and housed at his alma mater, 
Dartmouth College.

May donated his handwritten first draft and il-
lustrated mock-up to Dartmouth before his death 
at age 71 in 1976, and his family later added to what 
has become a large collection of Rudolph-related 
documents and merchandise, including a life-sized 
papier-mache reindeer that now stands among the 
stacks at the Rauner Special Collections Library. 
But May's scrapbook about the book's launch and 
success went unnoticed until last year, when Dart-
mouth archivist Peter Carini came across it while 
looking for something else.

"No one on staff currently knew we had it. I pulled 
it out and all the pieces started falling out. It was 
just a mess," Carini said.

The scrapbook, which has since been restored and 
catalogued, includes May's list of possible names 
for his story's title character — from Rodney and 
Rollo to Reginald and Romeo. There's a map show-
ing how many books went to each state and letters 
of praise from adults and children alike.

The scrapbook also chronicles the massive mar-
keting campaign Montgomery Ward launched to 
drum up newspaper coverage of the book giveaway 
and its efforts to promote it within the company.

Near the front of the scrapbook is a large colored 
poster instructing Montgomery Ward stores about 
how to order and distribute the book. An illustra-
tion of Rudolph sweeps across the page, his name 
written in ornate script. There are exclamation 
points galore. "The rollinckingest, rip-roaringest, 
riot-provokingest, Christmas give-away your town 
has ever seen!" ''A laugh and a thrill for every boy 
and girl in your town (and for their parents, too!)"

Rudolph is described as "the perfect Christmas 
crowd-bringer," if stores follow a few rules, includ-
ing giving the book only to children accompanied 
by adults. "This will limit 'street urchin' traffic to a 
minimum, and will bring in the PARENTS ... the 
people you want to sell!"

The response was overwhelming — at a time when 
a print-run of 50,000 books was considered a best-
seller, the company gave 
away more than 2 million 
copies that first year and 
by the following year was 
selling an assortment of 
Rudolph-themed toys and 
other items.

But lest this become 
a story about corporate 
greed, it should be noted 
that in 1947, Montgomery 
Ward took the unusual 
step of turning over the 
copyright to the book to 
May, who was struggling 
financially after the death 
of his first wife.

"He then made several 
million dollars using that 

in various ways, through the movie, the song, mer-
chandising and things like that," Carini said. "I 
think it's a great story because it shows how corpo-
rations used to think of themselves as part of civil 
society and how much that has changed."

May eventually left Montgomery Ward to essen-
tially manage Rudolph's career, which really took 
off after May's brother-in-law Johnny Marks wrote 
the song (made famous by Gene Autry in 1949), and 
the release of a stop-motion animated television 
special in 1964.

Both the song and movie depart significantly 
from May's original plot, however. In May's story, 
Rudolph doesn't live at the North Pole or grow up 
aspiring to pull Santa's sleigh — he lives in a rein-
deer village and Santa discovers him while filling 
Rudolph's stocking on a foggy Christmas Eve.

"And you," Santa tells Rudolph, "May yet save the 
day! Your wonderful forehead may yet pave the 
way!'"

May's story is written in verse, similar to "The 
Night Before Christmas" by Clement Clarke Moore, 
and opens, "'Twas the day before Christmas and all 
through the hills/ The reindeer were playing ... en-
joying the spills."

"It's lovely to hear it read out loud, it really comes 
alive," Virginia Herz, one of May's daughters, said 
in a phone interview this week.

As a small child, Herz, who declined to reveal her 
age, didn't think there was anything unusual about 
growing up in a house surrounded by Rudolph 

merchandise. It wasn't until she was older that she 
realized her father's job of "taking care of Rudolph" 
was a bit different. She tells her grandchildren that 
their great-grandpa wrote a story about Rudolph, 
not that he created the character.

"As I child, that's how I felt. I knew my dad had 
written a wonderful book about Rudolph and now 
there were Rudolph toys and other things all around 
us," she said. "But it was no different than the guy 
next door who sold cars, or the guy down the street 
who was a painting contractor."

She acknowledges the myths that have become 
entwined in Rudolph's history — including the no-
tion that May wrote the story as a Christmas gift 
for his older daughter, Barbara, when his wife 
was dying of cancer and that a Montgomery Ward 
manager "caught wind of the little storybook." In 
reality, Montgomery Ward assigned May to write a 
Christmas book around the same time his wife was 
ill, Herz said.

"''What's out there on the Internet is a softer tell-
ing," she said. "My dad was aware of it and consid-
ered it appropriate. There's the softer, romantic 
version and the more fact-based version."

Herz said her father would be thrilled to see how 
his creation and its many incarnations have be-
come part of American culture.

"I think he would be startlingly amazed," she said. 
"It really is an eternal part of Christmas. He would 
have been amazed.”

Scrapbook tells how Rudolph went down in history 
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Merry
Christmas!

Dr. Rudy Haddad
& Staff

1501 W. 11th Suite 103
432-714-4600 218016

Hunter’s Guide

Sam’s Surplus
Come See Our 

Variety!
www.samssurplus.com

Stanton, TX
Corner of I-20 & Hwy. 137

432-756-2826
228848

Western Sportsman Club
- Open Since 1950 -

Sporting Scope, Sand Bags and Targets provided
Bring Your Rifle And Your Ammunition

Club Offers -
• Outdoor Pistol & Rifle Range 100-200

300 & 600 for safe target shooting
• Weekly matches on Saturdays

    • Grand matches - WWI, WWII Open Sites,
    Long Range with scopes, Accuracy Matches,

Pistol, Rifle and Big Boar
       • Annual Membership Fees of $50/Year for you,

spouse and child under 18.
Call Elaine Dehlinger at 267-1816 for

more information 228831

Visit these Merchants for all your Hunting Needs!

Customized European Mounts
to Your 

Alma Mater...

I CAN PERSONALIZE YOUR PLAQUE ANY WAY YOU WANT IT!
Call 

Blake 
Today!

432-268-3384

From 

Ca
mo
ufla

ge.
..

228821

Sit back and relax this Holiday!  
Leave the cooking to us, dine in and 

we’ll do the dishes!

Call 432-264-4444
I-20 & Hwy. 87

22
95

14

AAA Mini Storage
Merry Christmas

from

Mark, Mike, Ashley, Christy & Spencer

Call 263-0732 229531

Dear Readers: A Merry 
Christmas to one and 
all. Here’s an interest-
ing take on the follow-
ing well-known song, 
figures courtesy of the 
PNC Christmas Price 
Index:

“The Twelve Days of 
Christmas”

On the first day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, a partridge 
in a pear tree (cost: 
$184.99, an increase of 
14.2 percent from last 
year).

On the second day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, two turtle 
doves ($125, an increase 
of 25 percent), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
(another $184.99).

On the third day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, three French 
hens ($150, no increase), 
two turtle doves ($125), 
and a partridge in a pear 
tree ($184.99).

On the fourth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, four calling 
birds ($519.96, those 
actually decreased 13.3 
percent), three French 
hens ($150), two turtle 
doves ($125), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
($184.99).

On the fifth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, five gold 
rings ($645, believe it or 
not, a decrease of 0.8 
percent), four calling 
birds ($519.96), three 

French hens ($150), two 
turtle doves ($125), and 
a partridge in a pear 
tree ($184.99).

On the sixth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, six geese-a-
laying ($162, an increase 
of 8 percent), five gold 
rings ($645), four call-
ing birds ($519.96), 
three French hens 
($150), two turtle doves 
($125), and a partridge 
in a pear tree ($184.99),

On the seventh day of 
Christmas my true 
love gave to me, seven 
s w a n s - a - s w i m m i n g 
($6,300, expensive to 
begin with, they went 
up 12.5 percent), six 
geese-a-laying ($162), 
five gold rings ($645), 
four calling birds 
($519.96), three French 
hens ($150), two turtle 
doves ($125), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
($184.99).

On the eighth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, eight maids-
a-milking ($58, still at 
minimum wage), seven 
s w a n s - a - s w i m m i n g 
($6,300), six geese-a-lay-
ing ($162), five gold 
rings ($645), four calling 
birds ($519.96), three 
French hens ($150), two 
turtle doves ($125), and 
a partridge in a pear 
tree ($184.99).

On the ninth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, nine ladies 
dancing ($6,294.03, no 

increase in salary), 
eight maids-a-milking 
($58), seven swans-a-
swimming ($6,300), six 
geese-a-laying ($162), 
five gold rings ($645), 
four calling birds 
($519.96), three French 
hens ($150), two turtle 
doves ($125), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
($184.99).

On the tenth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, ten lords-a-
leaping ($4,766.70, no 
increase), nine ladies 
dancing ($6,294.03), 
eight maids-a-milking 
($58), seven swans-a-
swimming ($6,300), six 
geese-a-laying ($162), 
five gold rings ($645), 
four calling birds 
($519.96), three French 
hens ($150), two turtle 
doves ($125), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
($184.99).

On the eleventh day of 
Christmas my true love 

gave to me, eleven pip-
ers piping ($2,427.60, 
slightly higher at 3 per-
cent), ten lords-a-leap-
ing ($4,766.70), nine 
ladies dancing 
($6,294.03), eight maids-
a-milking ($58), seven 
s w a n s - a - s w i m m i n g 
($6,300), six geese-a-lay-
ing ($162), five gold 
rings ($645), four calling 
birds ($519.96), three 
French hens ($150), two 
turtle doves ($125), and 
a partridge in a pear 
tree ($184.99).

On the twelfth day of 
Christmas my true love 
gave to me, twelve 
drummers drumming 
($2,629.90, also a 3 per-
cent increase), eleven 
pipers piping ($2,427.60), 
ten lords-a-leaping 
($4,766.70), nine ladies 
dancing ($6,294.03), 
eight maids-a-milking 
($58), seven swans-a-
swimming ($6,300), six 
geese-a-laying ($162), 
five gold rings ($645), 

four calling birds 
($519.96), three French 
hens ($150), two turtle 
doves ($125), and a par-
tridge in a pear tree 
($184.99).

The total cost of these 
gifts would be $101,119.84 
-- even more for Internet 
shoppers with delivery 
costs. Have a happy hol-
iday. Stay away from 
the swans. 

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 

e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 5777 
W. Century Blvd., Ste. 
700, Los Angeles, CA 
90045. 

To find out more about 
Annie’s Mailbox and 
read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.cre-
ators.com. 

COPYRIGHT 2011 
CREATORS.COM

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar

Coma patient wakes after nearly dying
PHOENIX (AP) — 

Only hours from being 
taken off life support at 
a Phoenix hospital, a 
21-year-old University 
of Arizona student is 
recovering after waking 
up from a coma, officials 
said..

Sam Schmid was in-
volved in a five-car 
crash in Tucson on Oct. 
19 that left him with a 
brain aneurysm, among 

other life-threatening 
injuries.

Schmid underwent 
brain surgery performed 
by Dr. Robert Spetzler at 
Phoenix’s Barrow Neu-
rological Institute.

With no responsive 
signs from Schmid, staff 
recommended taking 
him off life support.

But Spetzler recom-
mended keeping him on 
life support for one more 

week.
Doctors were shocked 

when Schmid began fol-
lowing commands to 
hold up two fingers.

Schmid is now walk-
ing and talking and is 
described as a miracle 
brain injury survivor.
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By ROBERT GRIFFIN

Sports Editor
COLLEGE STATION — 

The National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Asso-
ciation (NCBWA) has re-

leased its list of preseason 
All-Americans and one of 
the top performers has 
ties to Big Spring.

Ross Stripling, grand-
son of Big Spring resi-
dent Hayes Stripling Jr., 
was named as a first team 
pitcher on the list after an 
impressive 2011 season. 

The crafty Texas A&M 
ace turned down an offer 
to play for the Colorado 
Rockies to finish his edu-
cation.

Last season, Stripling 
was tops in the nation 
in wins, posting a 14-2 
record, with a 2.29 ERA. 
His 14 wins was the all-

time third most by an Ag-
gie.

The Southlake right-
hander finished the 2011 
season with 14 wins, 
113 strikeouts, 125.2 in-
nings pitched, an op-
ponent batting average 
of .202, four complete 
games and a shutout. 
The shutout came in the 
season finale against 
Texas. Stripling pitched 
a four-hit,complete game 
shutout to clinch A&M’s 
share of the Big 12 title.

Additional accomplish-
ments for Stripling in 
2011 include:

Academic All-Ameri-
can

First Team Coaches All-
American selection

First Team All-Big 12 
selection

National Player of the 
Week

Winning Pitcher of Big 
12 Tournament

Winning Pitcher NCAA 
Regional Tournament

Starter Pitcher at Col-
lege World Series

Stripling and the Ag-
gies will begin their 2012 
campaign Feb. 17-19, 
when they host The Uni-
versity of Illinois Chica-
go in a three-game series 
at Olsen Field in Blue 
Bell Park.

Stripling

A&M’s Stripling 
named preseason 
All-American 

Rodgers named Male Athlete of the Year
GREEN BAY (AP) — When 

Aaron Rodgers needs to re-
kindle the feelings that drove 
his rise from a junior college 
quarterback to Super Bowl 
MVP, he doesn’t have to look 
too far.

Rodgers held on to the many 
rejection letters he received 
from marquee college pro-
grams as he was coming out 
of high school. Even today, he 
leaves a few of them sitting 
out at his house.

“I chose the couple that I 
thought were most demean-
ing to display in a space in 
my house that really nobody 
is able to see but myself,” 
Rodgers said. “It’s something 
that I think is important to 

keep fresh on your mind. 
Maybe not every day, but 
once a week your eyes might 
pan across it and you have a 
little laugh about the journey 
you’ve been on — at the same 
time, remembering that there 
still are people out there that 
you can prove something to.”

Good luck finding those 
doubters now.

Rodgers is the 2011 Male 
Athlete of the Year, chosen 
by members of The Associ-
ated Press, after he turned in 
an MVP performance in the 
Green Bay Packers’ Super 
Bowl victory over the Pitts-
burgh Steelers in February 
and then went on to lead his 
team on a long unbeaten run 

this season.
Rodgers received 112 votes 

out of the 212 ballots submit-
ted from U.S. news organiza-
tions that make up the AP’s 
membership. Detroit Tigers 
pitcher Justin Verlander fin-
ished second with 50 votes, 
followed by tennis standout 
Novak Djokovic (21), Caro-
lina Panthers rookie quar-
terback Cam Newton (6) and 
NASCAR champion Tony 
Stewart (5).

Rodgers is one of three quar-
terbacks to receive the honor 
in the past five years. The 
New Orleans Saints’ Drew 
Brees won in 2010 and the 
New England Patriots’ Tom 
Brady won in 2007.

Rodgers says it still feels 
“surreal at times” to be con-
sidered among the biggest 
names in sports.

“Those guys are household 
names, the best of the best,” 
Rodgers said. “(It’s) special 
to win the award, and some-
thing I’ll remember.”

Through 14 games this sea-
son, Rodgers has completed 
68.1 percent of his passes for 
4,360 yards with 40 touch-
downs and six interceptions. 
The Packers are 13-1, and Rod-
gers’ play is leaving people 
speechless — even his coach, 
Mike McCarthy.

“I’m running out of things 
to say about him,” McCarthy 
said earlier this month, after 

Rodgers drove the Packers 
into position for a last-sec-
ond, game-winning field goal 
to beat the New York Giants.

Green Bay’s 19-game win-
ning streak came to an end at 
Kansas City on Sunday, but 
the Packers remain a strong 
favorite to repeat as champi-
ons. That’s thanks in large 
part to Rodgers’ knack for 
making big plays without ma-
jor mistakes.

It has been a long and chal-
lenging journey out of obscu-
rity for Rodgers, who wasn’t 
offered a big-time scholarship 
out of high school and had to 
play a year in junior college.

See RODGERS, Page 10A

Baylor’s Robert Griffin named 
the 2011 AP Player ofthe Year

WACO (AP) — Robert Grif-
fin III played football for 
years simply because he was 
good at it.

Then Baylor’s exciting 
dual-threat quarterback tore 
the ACL in his right knee and 
missed the last nine games of 
the 2009 season. While stuck 
on the sideline watching, he 
realized just how much he 
loved the game.

“After a knee injury like 
that, a lot of times you see 
guys come back and it’s not 
the same,” Griffin said. “So 
I didn’t want that to be at-
tached to me, great player, 

got hurt, never was the same. 
... My goal was to come back 
better, not only for myself, 
but for my teammates.”

Goal accomplished for 
Griffin, who exceled while 
raising Baylor out of the Big 
12 basement.

Already the winner of the 
Heisman Trophy and Davey 
O’Brien Award, Griffin won 
AP Player of the Year on 
Wednesday.

The aspiring lawyer, who 
arrived at Baylor nearly 
four years ago as a 17-year-
kid after graduating high 
school early, is the nation’s 

most efficient passer this 
season, throwing for 3,998 
yards with a Big 12-leading 
36 touchdowns and only six 
interceptions. He also ran 
for 644 yards and nine more 
scores.

Baylor (9-3) has a five-game 
winning streak, its longest 
in 20 years, going into the 
Alamo Bowl next week. With 
a win over Washington, the 
15th-ranked Bears would 
match the school record 
of 10 wins set during Mike 

See GRIFFIN, Page 10A

Penn State in no hurry to
name a new head coach

STATE COLLEGE (AP) — Penn State may 
still be without a replacement for fired coach 
Joe Paterno by the time the Nittany Lions 
play in the TicketCity Bowl on Jan. 2

The six-person search committee is taking 
a “very deliberate and measured approach 
to the process in order to identify the coach 
that best fits the requirements of the posi-
tion,” acting athletic director Dave Joyner 
said Thursday in a written statement.

School president Rodney Erickson and 
Joyner had both said they hoped to have a 
new coach before No. 24 Penn State’s bowl 
game.

But Thursday, Joyner said a new coach 
would be introduced “at the appropriate 
time,” and the statement offered no specific 
timeline.

Erickson was out of town Thursday for 

the holidays. Spokesman Bill Mahon said 
Joyner was providing Erickson with regular 
updates.

“I think they have both emphasized the 
most important element here is to get the 
right coach, not speed up the timing of the 
search,” Mahon said. “There is no update on 
possible timing.”

Longtime defensive coordinator Tom 
Bradley has been running the program on 
an interim basis since school trustees fired 
Paterno on Nov. 9 in the aftermath of child 
sex abuse charges against retired defensive 
coordinator Jerry Sandusky.

Paterno is not a target of an investigation 
into the Sandusky case by the state attorney 
general’s office, though he was dismissed

See COACH, Page 10A

Yankees happy with a $13.9 million luxury tax
NEW YORK (AP) — The New York 

Yankees were hit with a $13.9 million 
luxury tax bill Thursday, their lowest 
since 2003.

The fee, assessed by Major League 
Baseball under its labor contract, is 
down from $18 million last year and 
$25.7 million in 2009, when the Yan-
kees won the World Series.

Boston, which missed the playoffs 
for the second straight season, is the 
only other team that will have to pay 
a tax. The Red Sox received a bill for 
$3.4 million, up from last year’s $1.5 
million.

Season-ending payroll information 
and the tax was sent to teams and ob-
tained by The Associated Press.

According to the collective bargain-
ing agreement, checks to pay the tax 
must be sent to the commissioner’s 
office by Jan. 31.

New York has paid the tax in all nine 
years since it began, $206 million of 
the $227 million raised under the pen-
alty for high payrolls. The only other 
teams to pay have been the Red Sox 
(a total of $18.8 million), Detroit ($1.3 
million) and the Los Angeles Angels 
($927,000).

The Yankees pay at a 40 percent rate 

on the amount of their payroll over 
$178 million, a figure that includes the 
average annual values of contracts 
plus benefits. Boston, which exceeded 
the threshold for the second straight 
year, pays at a 30 percent rate. For 
purposes of the tax, New York’s final 
payroll was $212.7 million and Bos-
ton’s was $189.4 million.

Under the new labor contract, the 
Yankees’ rate would increase to 42.5 
percent next year and 50 percent in 
2013 if they continue to exceed the 
threshold, and Boston’s rate would go 
up to 40 percent next season.

But if in any year a team goes un-
der the threshold, its rate decreases 
to 17.5 percent the next time it pays 
the tax.

As an added incentive for the high-
spenders to decrease payroll, if they 
get under the threshold they will be-
come eligible to get back some of the 
money they contribute in revenue 
sharing. The tax threshold stays at 
$178 million through 2013, then goes 
to $189 million in each of the follow-
ing three years.

New York’s payroll under the con-
ventional method of calculation — 
salaries and prorated shares of sign-

ing bonuses — increased from $215 
million to $216 million, still below its 
high of $222.5 million in 2008.

Boston remained second and fin-
ished at $174 million, an increase of 
$3 million. Philadelphia stayed third 
at $165 million, a rise of nearly $20 
million.

Even before adding Albert Pujols 
and C.J. Wilson, the Angels were 
fourth at $143 million, followed by the 
financially troubled New York Mets 
at $142 million, an increase of $14 mil-
lion and a figure that likely will drop 
by $30 million or more next season. 
They were followed by the Chicago 
teams, who both missed the playoffs, 
with the Cubs at $141 million and the 
White Sox at $126 million.

World Series champion St. Louis 
was 11th at $113 million, and AL 
champion Texas was 13th at $104 mil-
lion. Milwaukee (16th at $93 million), 
Arizona (24th at $66 million) and Tam-
pa Bay (29th at $45 million) made the 
playoffs from the bottom half of pay-
rolls, while the 2010 champion San 
Francisco Giants ($125 million) and 
Minnesota ($115 million) were among 
the high-spending teams to miss the 
postseason.

The Marlins, who have added free 
agents Jose Reyes, Mark Buehrle and 
Heath Bell as they prepare to open 
their new ballpark, were 25th at $62 
million. The Los Angeles Dodgers 
kept their payroll steady at $110 mil-
lion as owners Frank and Jamie Mc-
Court argued in divorce proceedings 
that helped cause the team to file for 
bankruptcy. The Dodgers’ payroll 
had been $132 million in 2009.

Kansas City dropped from $77 mil-
lion to last at $45 million. Houston, 
sold during the season, fell to $81 mil-
lion from $90 million last year and 
$108 million in 2009.

Overall payroll was $43,000 shy of 
the $3 billion mark, up from $2.91 bil-
lion last year.

Payroll figures are for 40-man ros-
ters and include salaries and prorated 
shares of signing bonuses, earned in-
centive bonuses, non-cash compensa-
tion, buyouts of unexercised options 
and cash transactions, such as money 
included in trades. In some cases, 
parts of salaries that are deferred are 
discounted to reflect present-day val-
ues. The commissioner’s office com-
puted the average salary at a record 
$3,039,161.
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2008 Chevrolet Cobalt LT - White, Stk# A098...................$10,995
2005 Ford Mustang - Brown, Stk# A152............................
2005 Ford Mustang - Red, Stk# A112A.............................$12,995
*2010 Chevrolet Cobalt 2LT - White, Stk# A153...............$13,995
*2010 Chevrolet Cobalt 2LT, White, Stk# A107................$13,995
1995 Chevrolet Corvette, Red, Stk# A082........................$14,995
*2011 Chevrolet Malibu LS - White, Stk# A139.................$15,995
2008 Honda Civic EX-L, Blue, Stk# A088..........................$14,995
*2011 Chevrolet Malibu LS - Silver, Stk# A142..................$16,495
*2010 Impala LT - Black, Stk# L168..................................$18,495
2006 Chrysler 300C, Gold, Stk# A028..............................$18,495
*2011 Chevrolet Cruze LT- Red, Stk# A160.......................$18,995
*2010 Impala LT - White, Stk# L184..................................$18,995
2009 Mercury Milan - White, Stk# A079............................$19,495
*2011 Chevrolet Malibu 1LT - Mocha, Stk# A097..............$19,495
*2011 Chevrolet Impala LT - Gold Mist, Stk# A071...........$19,995
*2011 Chevrolet Impala LT - White, Stk# A137.................$19,995
*2011 Chevrolet Malibu 2LT - White, Stk# A092...............$20,995
2007 Cadillac DTS - Grey, Stk# A127, Only 44,000 Miles.......$20,995
*2011 Chevrolet Malibu LTZ - White, Stk# A136...............$21,995
2004 Chevrolet Corvette - Red, Stk# A081A.....................$25,495
*2010 Cadillac STS - White, Stk# L209..............................$40,495

H H H CARS H H H

H H H TRUCKS H H H

H H H TRUCKS H H H

H H H SUV’S H H H

*2008 GMC Sierra C15, Black, Stk# A050.................................
2003 Chevrolet Silverado, Gray, Stk# A134B...........................$9,995
2003 Chevrolet Silverado - Stk# A117, Only 32,000 Miles.............$12,995 
2005 Chevrolet Silverado - Gold, Stk# A103....................$14,995
2003 Ford F150 - White, Stk# A132..................................$15,995
2007 Dodge Dakota - Red, Stk# A167....................................$15,995
*2008 Chevrolet Silverado, White, Stk# A108........................$19,995
*2007 Chevrolet Silverado, Red, Stk# A114...........................$21,995
2008 Chevrolet Avalanche 4X4 - White, Stk# A009.........$19,995
2007 Chevrolet Silverado - Blue, Stk# A078A...................$22,995
2007 Chevrolet Silverado, Blue Green, Stk# A109.................$22,995

2006 Toyota Tacoma - Silver, Stk# A147A..............................$22,995
2009 Ford F150 -Black, Stk# A128....................................$23,995 
2007 Chevrolet Silverado - White, Stk# A118...................$24,995 
2008 GMC Sierra - Black, Stk# A130A...............................$24,995
*2008 Chevrolet Silverado - Gray, Stk# A162........................$25,995
*2009 Chevrolet Silverado - White, Stk# A121..................$26,995 
*2009 Chevrolet Silverado, Black, Stk# A085........................$27,995 
2008 Ford F450 Super Cab, White, Stk# A054 ..Was $29,995 NOW $26,995
*2009 Chevrolet Silverado - Red, Stk# A125....................$29,995
2009 Ford F150 Lariat - Red, Stk# A119..........................$31,995
2010 Ford F150, Black, Stk# A113.........................................$39,995
*2011 Chevrolet Silverado - Black, Stk# A157.......................$41,995

2006 Dodge Grand Caravan, White, Stk# A060.....................$10,995
2005 Chevrolet C1500 Suburban, White, Stk# A017............. 
1983 American Scrambler Blue, Stk# A150...........................$12,995
*2007 GMC Envoy, White, Stk# A005A......Was $16,995 NOW $15,495
2008 Dodge Nitro SLT, Orange, Stk# A020.............................$16,995
*2011 Chevrolet HHR LT, Red, Stk# A155..............................$16,995
*2011 Chevrolet HHR LT, Brown, Stk# A154..........................$16,995
2004 Cadillac Escalade L, Blue, Stk# A035...........................$18,995
2005 Cadillac Escalade L, Red, Stk# A049............................$19,995
*2007 Chevrolet Tahoe C150, Red, Stk# A0038....................$20,995
2008 Honda CR-V EX-L, Silver/Blue, Stk# A110.....................$22,995
2007 Chevrolet C150 - Blue, Stk# A145A..............................$22,995
*2011 Chevrolet Equinox LT, White, Stk# A143.....................$23,995
*2008 Buick Enclave CX, Maroon, Stk# A040A.......................$23,995
2009 Honda Pilot EXL, Maroon, Stk# A074............................$26,995
*2011 Chevrolet Traverse, Black Gran, Stk# A072.................$27,495
2010 Lexus RX 350, Blue, Stk# A122....................................$39,995
2011 GMC Yukon SLT -  Silver, Stk# A159..............................$39,995
*2008 Cadillac Escalade E, Gold Mist, Stk# A076..................$44,995

FREE *100,000 MILES FACTORY WARRANTY
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 Chevrolet - Buick - Pontiac - Cadillac

*Remainder Of 5 Year 100,000 Mile Powertrain Warranty.    See Store For Details.

Chevy Runs Deep
See Our Ad Listings @ pollardchevy.com

POLLARD
Chevrolet - Buick - CadillacMore Standard Equipment                                                                                                                                        Excellent Local Service

TT&L Extra - WAC, See Dealer For Details                                                                                  1501 E. 4th                                        267-7421

229544

Merry Christmas To All!

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
2 to choose from

2 to choose from

By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
Thas means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 2 of 5 - Hard

3 1 4

8 9 6 7

5 6

2 8 4 5

4 9

4 3 7 1

6 5

2 9 3 6

5 2 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

RODGERS
From Page 9A

Then came his agonizing wait on draft day, three 
seasons on the bench behind Brett Favre and a tu-
multuous first year as a starter.

If Rodgers’ path to stardom had been smoother, 
he says he wouldn’t be the player — or person — 
he is today.

“It’s something that gives me perspective all 
the time, knowing that the road I took was diffi-
cult. But it did shape my character and it shaped 
my game as well,” Rodgers said. “I try and keep 
that on my mind as a good perspective, but also 
as a motivator, knowing that it took a lot to get to 
where I am now and it’s going to take a lot to stay 
where I’m at.” Strangely, earning widespread re-
spect throughout the sports world could become a 
challenge in and of itself for Rodgers, who draws 
motivation from proving himself to his doubters.

COACH
From Page 9A

amid mounting criticism that school leaders 
should have done more to prevent alleged abuse. 
Sandusky, who has maintained his innocence, is 
awaiting trial.

Making a good hire, and soon, is generally seen 
as a critical step to secure the future of Penn 
State’s storied football program. A couple of re-
cruits have already revoked their verbal commit-
ments to the school in the wake of the Sandusky 
scandal.

Erickson said earlier this month one of the top 
criteria in the coaching search is “how that per-
son would fit into the value system of Penn State, 
which clearly has to be honesty, integrity and 
commitment to excellence in academics.”

According to Joyner, the school “is continu-
ing to talk with individuals that we’re interested 
in and work through the interview process.” He 
called it a “very important hire for Penn State.”

Bradley and defensive line coach Larry John-
son are among those who have been interviewed.

Green Bay quarterbacks coach Tom Clements 
was scheduled to have a phone interview last 
week, USA Today has reported. At Packers prac-
tice Thursday, Clements declined comment on 
whether he was interested in the job.

GRIFFIN
From Page 9A

Singletary’s senior sea-
son in 1980.

In his comeback from 
injury last year, after 
getting a medical red-
shirt that means he’s 
now a fourth-year ju-
nior, Griffin helped lead 
the Bears to their first 
Top 25 ranking since 
1993 and their first bowl 
game in the Big 12 era. 
Baylor hadn’t even had 
a winning season in the 
first 14 Big 12 seasons.

That year on the side-
line was the toughest for 
Griffin and the Bears, 
who went from big ex-
pectations to another 
losing record without 
their star quarterback.

“You miss out making 
plays and doing great 
things,” Griffin said. “I 
missed playing, I missed 
practicing, but you real-
ly just miss your team-
mates.”

By time Griffin played 
his first game for the 
Bears in 2008, when at 
18 he was the nation’s 
youngest FBS starting 
quarterback, he was al-

ready a Big 12 champion 
and NCAA All-American 
in the 400-meter hurdles. 
He set an FBS record by 
throwing 209 passes to 
start his career before 
his first interception.

Griffin passed for 2,091 
yards and 15 TDs with 
843 yards and 13 more 
scores rushing as a 
freshman. But then he 
got hurt on the opening 
series of the third game 
of his sophomore sea-
son. He finished the first 
half of that game against 
Northwestern State on 
a gimpy leg, throwing 
for 226 yards and three 
touchdowns to push the 
Bears ahead 41-10.

He didn’t take another 
snap that season.

“When you don’t have 
something and it’s taken 
away from you, then all 
of a sudden you appreci-
ate it more,” coach Art 
Briles said. “Everything 
had come real fast for 
him, from seventh grade 
on up, so what it did, it 
let him slow down. It 
let him appreciate the 
game and understand 
the game, get a different 
feel for the game, from a 
spectator.”
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Cossacks MC Permian Basin Chapter wishes to thank all of 
those who have contributed to our 2011 20th Annual Bykes 
for Tykes Christmas toy run. We greatly appreciate your 

help and assistance with our providing a Christmas to those 
who were a little unfortunate this past year. We cannot do 

the things we do for the local community without the
 assistance of people and businesses such as these 

great ones listed below.
THANKS AGAIN FROM ALL THE COSSACKS.

Harley Shop
Casey’s Campers
Jimmy & Linda O’Rear
Hideaway Bar
American Legion Post 506
 Ladies Auxiliary
Big Mike’s Farm Store
BSPD
James C. Moore
John & Mary Rheinscheld
Barbara Matthews
Michael Downing
Eagles Lodge Airie 3188
 Ladies Auxiliary
Home Hospice
HCSO
Edward Kennemer Farms
Wards Western Wear
Wings of Grace #634
Mrs. Wright, BSISD
Higginbotham Bartlett
HES Valve, Inc.

5th Street Act
Big Spring Herald
Josh & Autumn Spencer 
TENA & Comany 
KBST
KBYG
Conoco Phillips Co.
Southwest Tool
The Back Yard Lawn Furn.
Faye’s Flowers
J & S Tubing Testers
Jana and Steve Hector
David Pool and Family
Jeremy Klaus and Family
Jimmie Johnson
Inspirations Flowers
Taylor’s Beauty Supply
Displays Of Splender
Uptown Salon
Maribel’s Handbags
The Pass Online
Knockout Trucking

22
83

63

Alliance Medical
Supply

Medical Equipment
&

Respiratory Therapy

(432) 580-0171

22
78

30

Contact us for all your
Medical Supply Needs.

BETHLEHEM, Conn. (AP) — In 
the little town of Bethlehem, a clois-
tered nun whose luminous blue eyes 
entranced Elvis Presley in his first 
on-screen movie kiss is praying for a 
Christmas miracle.

Dolores Hart, who walked away from 
Hollywood stardom in 1963 to become 
a nun in rural Bethlehem, Conn., now 
finds herself back in the spotlight. 
But this time it's all about serving 
the King of Kings, not smooching the 
King of Rock and Roll.

The former brass factory that hous-
es Mother Dolores and about 40 other 
nuns cloistered at the Abbey of Re-
gina Laudis needs millions of dollars 
in renovations to meet fire and safe-
ty codes, add an elevator and make 
handicap accessibility upgrades.

Like 73-year-old Mother Dolores, 
the order's nuns have taken a vow of 
stability with the intent to live, work 
and die at the complex. The order was 
established in 1947 in Bethlehem, a 
small burg in Connecticut's rolling 
western hills.

Now, the historically self-support-
ing nuns have launched a fundraiser 
for the $4 million renovation project 
dubbed "New Horizons." They don't 
have much money, but they have 
Mother Dolores: a starlet-turned-
supplicant whose unique story might 
lure the attention and donations of 
generations of movie fans, particular-
ly those who adore all things Elvis.

"This work may not be in my life-
time that it's finished, but we're sure 
trying," Mother Dolores said of the 
upgrades, which are budgeted to run 
about $2 million for the fire code and 
accessibility compliance work and 
another $2 million for improvements 
to the housing and other facilities.

They hope to break ground in Janu-
ary.

They're not in imminent danger of 
needing to move out, but many of the 
older nuns can no longer navigate the 
narrow steps to the main building's 
third floor and must live in another 

building. And without adequate fire 
escapes, the monastery has caught 
the eye of local inspectors, though 
they've worked closely with the nuns 
on the improvement plans and haven't 
ordered them to close the building.

For Mother Dolores, the monas-
tery has been home since she was a 
23-year-old actress in 1963 and walked 
away from Hollywood for a life of con-
templation and prayer as a postulant.

The abbey's chapel, workshops, 
livestock pastures and other features 
are part of her soul now, and its wood-
paneled monastery is the only home 
she's known for 50 years. Its theater 
holds a special place in her heart, har-
kening to the former career that land-
ed her on talk shows, in magazines 
and twice as Elvis Presley's co-star.

Dolores Hart was a vivacious, 
quick-witted blond starlet when she 
charmed Hollywood in the 1950s and 
early 1960s. She shared a kiss with 
Presley in the 1957 Paramount film, 
"Loving You" — a modest liplock over 
which Mother Dolores still fields fre-
quent questions about whether the 
King was a good kisser.

"I don't know why they ask me. It's 
right there on the screen to see; it's 
right there for the looking," she said 
Thursday.

Hart acted in 10 movies alongside 
stars including Montgomery Clift, 
Myrna Loy, Connie Francis and An-
thony Quinn.

She said she was engaged to be mar-
ried before joining God's service and 
leaving the acting world behind. She 
broke off her engagement, though her 
fiance remained a close friend and 
was a frequent visitor and supporter 
of the abbey until his recent death.

The nuns also received support and 
help over the years from Mother Dolo-
res' longtime friend and fellow actress 
Patricia Neal, who was buried at the 
abbey after her death in August 2010.

Mother Dolores is still a voting 
member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, receiving 

copies of movies to watch in her small 
room — or cell, as they're known in 
the order — to help select yearly Os-
car winners.

Her own movies, including the 
highly popular "Where the Boys Are," 
were made before stars routinely 
could negotiate to collect later royal-
ties, she said, so that's not a potential 
source of income for the upgrades to 
the abbey.

The abbey is financially indepen-
dent from the Archdiocese of Hartford 
and supports itself through the sale of 
everything from artisan cheeses and 
hand-crafted pottery to recordings of 
its choir. Mother Dolores even recent-
ly signed autographs at a New Jersey 
convention, a rare foray out of clois-
tered life as a favor for a friend, and 
one that helped boost the fundraising 
efforts.

Sister Angele Arbib, a coordinator 
of the New Horizons renovation and 
fundraising efforts, said the order is 
applying for grants and the nuns are 
trying to spread the word among the 
abbey's supporters, but are not dis-
closing publicly how much they've 
raised so far.

Unlike some orders, the Abbey of 
Regina Laudis has retained a steady 
number of nuns and new postulants, 
including two starting in the next few 
weeks — but that can't continue if 
the housing and other facilities keep 
eroding with age.

"We have focused on building our 
community, which has been won-
derful, but now it's time that we re-
ally have to address our space," said 
Sister Angele, 63, who 
left a thriving career of 
managing opera singers 
when she was 50 to join 
the order.

"None of this, not one 
single thing we're doing, 
is an extravagance," she 
said of the upgrades. "It's 
to make it possible for us 
to grow, for the elderly 

among us to live with as much inde-
pendence as possible and to allow us 
to live together in surroundings that 
let us continue our service."

Sister Angele said the nuns are not 
in any imminent danger of needing to 
move out, though she acknowledges 
they'd be in dire straits if they had 
not anticipated the problems early 
enough to prepare the upgrade plans 
and launch the fundraising efforts.

As word has spread of their needs, 
supporters of the nuns and those 
who've visited the abbey, prayed in 
its chapel and picked up items in its 
gift shop have tried to help in ways of 
their own.

Liz Carpenter, a Watertown resi-
dent who owns the Children's Dance 
Workshop, said its children have 
raised $600 to help through a raffle. 
She's been a grateful supporter since 
the nuns helped her through a can-
cer battle about 10 years ago and now 
volunteers to clean the church once a 
week.

"I wanted to teach the kids that it's 
important to give back," she said of 
their fundraiser, "especially for a 
place that does as many wonderful 
things as this one does."

Tax-deductible donations to New Ho-
rizons may be sent to the Abbey of Re-
gina Laudis, 73 Flanders Road, Beth-
lehem, Conn., 06751. The order also 
plans to soon offer online donation ser-
vices through its website, www.http://
www.abbeyofreginalaudis.com.

Nun famous for kissing Elvis prays for miracle

ATLANTA (AP) — There is 
one hot item this holiday season 
that won't be resting under the 
Christmas tree. It will be on a 
shelf — watching you.

In a few short years, the "Elf 
on the Shelf" picture book and 
accompanying elf doll has been 
transformed from a phenom-
enon known mostly around the 
Atlanta area to a national 
sensation sold in 12,000 
stores.

For parents, the elf 
is an adorable yuletide 
enforcer. They ensure 
he pops up in a differ-
ent place each morning 
to watch over children 
and ensure they are not 
naughty, but nice.

Carol Aebersold and 
her daughters Chanda 
Bell and Christa Pitts, 
creators of "Elf on the 
Shelf," say it has its roots 
in their family tradition 
dating to the 1970s. An 
elf would appear every 
year after Thanksgiving 
only to vanish each eve-
ning, the children were 
told, on a journey to the 
North Pole with reports 
for Santa on who had 
dared to pout, misbehave 
or cry.

In 2005, Aebersold and 
Bell wrote the book to 

encourage others to adopt the 
tradition in their families. All 
major publishers rejected it.

Undeterred, the family found-
ed CCA and B Publishing in 
Marietta, Ga., to put out the $30 
book and the 10-inch elf doll by 
themselves.

Some think its sweet, and some 
think it's just creepy. Undisput-

ed: It's been a massive success 
since the company's founding in 
2005.

About 2.5 million have been 
sold to date. And this year, it 
reached No. 2 on USA Today and 
Wall Street Journal bestseller 
lists. It sold out at Target stores 
in the first year the chain car-
ried it.

Elf on the shelf, hot item this Christmas season
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Here’s hoping your holiday is blessed
with the perfect combination of peace,
harmony and joy. Thanks for making us
feel so at home here. We look forward

to seeing you again next year.

Merry Christmas!
From All Of Us!

Bargain Mart
403 Runnels

264-9107

21
85

85

Crossroads Hospice
421 S. Main St.
Big Spring, TX

432.263.5300    (Fax) 432.263.5301

Jerry and Debbie Read, Owners 220724

When life changes and you need
Someone to help, someone to listen, 

someone to care,
Call Us!

Wishing You A
Happy Holiday!

From Your Friends At

Quality Plumbing
432-264-7006229350

Charles Myers
Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
222735

www.bigspringherald.comSupport groups
MONDAY
• Alcoholics Anony-

mous open discussion 
meeting, noon-1 p.m., 
615 Settles.

• PEP — Parent Edu-
cation Program for CPS 
participating and non-
participating parnts, 
single parent, grandpar-
ents, adoptive or foster-
ing parents. Every first 
and fourth Monday of 
the month from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at Northside 
Community Center. 
Classes are free. For in-
formation, call 263-2673.

•  Alcoholics Anony-
mous open meeting, 8-9 
p.m., fourth floor, VA 
Medical Center.

• Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 
meets at 5:30 p.m. at the 
First Christian Church 
at 10th and Goliad for 
weigh-in. The meeting 
begins at 6 p.m. Call 213-
1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Parkin-

sons Support Group 
meeting at the Big 
Spring Senior Center 
at 10:30 a.m. the second 
Tuesday of the month. 
This is a group for those 
with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, Young Onset Par-
kinson’s, caregivers, 
and those interested in 
learning more about the 
illness. There is time for 
socializing and informa-
tion. For more informa-
tion about the support 
group or about Parkin-
son’s Disease, contact 
Jody at 432-699-6640 or 
midlandparkinsons@

yahoo.com or Jo Bidwell 
at the Lubbock APDA 
office at 806-785-2732.

• Special Parents for 
Special Children sup-
port group meets the 
first Tuesday of each 
month, 6:30 p.m. at El-
bow Elementary. Con-
tact Kerri Rosenbaum 
at 432-816-3320 or ker-
rirosenbaum9488@msn.
com

• Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 615 Settles, noon 

to 1 p.m.; closed discus-
sion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 
p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles 
for family members and 
friends of alcoholics 
meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sym-

pathetic Dystrophy, a 
chronic pain disease), a 
new support and infor-
mative group meets at 
213 Circle. Call 517-9207 
for more information.
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NO ONE KNOWS THE COUNTRY LIKE WE DO

Heart Of The City Realtors

1209 Gregg St.    
 (432) 714-4555

From Our Family To Yours,
We Wish You A Very Merry Christmas And

A Happy New Year! 229547

Christmas in Big Spring 2011

By Amanda Moreno
Staff Writer

Christmas celebrations happen all 
over and in many different ways. 

Several families have received ear-
ly Christmas presents due to gener-
ous donations from area organiza-
tions, businesses and Secret Santas. 

One thing is certain, 
Santa Claus had a lot 
of help this year and 
Christmas spirit is far 
from lacking. 

Coahoma resident 
Odis Franklin, has 
noticed the good deeds 
done by local orga-

nizations during the 
holiday season. 

"I think there are several places 
in town that offer great services at 
Christmas, such as the Salvation 
Army and Toys for Tots," Franklin 
said. 

However, the opportunities to give 
don't end there and don't only exist 
at Christmastime. 

"I volunteer at the VA Medical 
Center and it always makes me 
smile when I see the older veter-
ans," Franklin said, "because I 
know we would not be here without 
their sacrifices. I hope my volun-
teering helps them have a smile in 
some way. Many of them are alone 
and need someone to just come by 
and say hello to them and spend 
a few minutes to make them feel 
beter."

For Franklin and many others, 
family is important priority all year 
round, but especially so at Christ-
mastime. 

"It's a time when family can come 
together and see each other more 
than any other time of year," Frank-
lin said. "We always have a huge 
family get together on Christmas. 

We hang out, visit with each other, 
play games and eat tons of food."

For another local resident, Dana 
Baker, growing up in a family of 
legal immigrants from Lithuania, 
the meaning of Christmas has been 
shaped even more so as far as reli-
gion is concerned. 

According to Baker, Lithuania 
is one of the Baltic States that was 
occupied by Germany and Russia. 
Celebrating religious holidays was 
not always an option for her par-
ents. 

"It was important when the coun-
try was going through its freedom 
fight that a few of our family mem-
bers go and experi-
ence Lithuania," 
Baker said. 

Baker, along with 
her older sister and 
father, visited Lithu-
ania during the 1991 
Revolution. They 
visited the Hill of 
Crosses. 

" Just being at a place so peaceful 
and sacred was amazing. The story 
goes, bulldozers would flatten the 
hill of crosses and right after, the 
crosses would come back, time and 
time again," Baker said. "Those who 
believe and those who worship, 
not always openly, would show 
an outward sign of faith. It is sad 
that folks lived in a place fearful of 
showing their faith and fearful of 
speaking out against their govern-
ment."

For Baker, having grown up and 
experiencing what she did, family 
history has become a big impor-
tance. 

"I now have step-children and find 
it important to share my family his-
tory and how many folks celebrate 
Christmas," Baker said. 

Franklin

Baker



Shari Lee Ingram and 
Matthew Thomas Reyna 
were united in marriage 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
3, 2011, at the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Wellington, Texas. Pas-
tor Kenny Lee Tunstall 
of Mangum, Okla. per-
formed the double ring 
ceremony.

The bride is the daugh-
ter of Arnie and Janee 
Ingram of Wellington. 
She is the granddaugh-
ter of the late Glen and 
Vonnie Taylor of Wel-
lington, and the late 
Clyde Ingram also of 
Wellington and the late 
Betty Vines of Ft. Worth. 
She is the great grand-
daughter of Mary Sand-
erson of Clarendon.

The groom is the son 
of Nick and Lisa Rey-
na of Big Spring and 
the grandson of Nelda 
and the late Tommy 
Carstensen of Garden 
City and Donna and the 
late Gilbert Reyna of Big 
Spring.

Guests were greeted 
and registered by Jor-
dan Langford of Mar-
shall, friend of the bride 
and Megan Villafranco 
of Midland, cousin of 
the groom.

Guests were escorted 
to their seats by Lance 
Kane of Wellington, 
brother-in-law of the 
bride, Lane Taylor of 
Canyon, cousin of the 
bride, and Chris Ramir-
ez of Amarillo, friend of 
the groom. Musical se-
lections chosen by the 
bride and groom played 
before the ceremony.

Pews of the church 
were marked with six-

foot cast iron candela-
bras, ivory candles, gray 
silk bows accented with 
purple hydrangeas. The 
alter featured various 
sizes of cast iron cande-
labras, ivory candles ac-
cented with purple hy-
drangeas, greenery and 
Boston fern. 

Kyla, Presley and Tay-
tum Kane of Welling-
ton, nieces of the bride, 
served as flower girls. 
Nicholas Munoz of Fort 
Worth and Dylan Villa-
franco of Midland, cous-
ins of the groom served 
as ring bearers.

Aaron Shaffer of Big 
Spring, friend of the 
groom, served as best 
man. Jarrett Reyna of 
Addison, Cory Reyna of 
Austin, brothers of the 
groom, and Zack John-
son of Denton, friend 
of the groom, served as 
groomsmen.

Diedre Kane of Wel-
lington, sister of the 
bride, served as maid 
of honor.  Colby Heflin 
of Wellington, cousin 
of the bride, Lindsey 
Beggs of Amarillo, 
cousin of the bride, and 
Shayla Kinworthy of 
Perryton, friend of the 
bride, served as brides-
maids. The bridesmaid 
attendants wore purple 
straight line strapless 
dresses with a sweet-
heart neckline; ruche 
bodice accented with a 
rosette at the waistline 
and carried a bouquet of 
green roses and purple 
hydrangeas.

At 7 p.m. the sanctu-
ary doors opened. The 
bride and her father en-
tered as she was escort-
ed down the aisle to the 
song “Marry Me.” Chae 
Hart of Wellington, 
friend of the bride sang 
“God Gave Me You” 
as the unity sand was 
poured by the couple.

Given in marriage 
by her father with “her 
mother and I avowals,” 
the bride chose for her 
wedding a stunning con-
fection of ivory organza. 
From her sweetheart 
neckline to the closely 
fitted and ruched bod-

ice, the bride was an 
elegant vision in a full 
a-line skirt sweeping 
beautifully into a cha-
pel length train. The 
gown was adorned with 
a dramatic side feature 
of cascading ruffles in 
chiffon, organza, tulle 
and an overlay swirled 
in diagonal folds across 
the train. Added to the 
elegant simplicity of her 
gown was a dazzling belt 
of sumptuous crystals 
and beads. The bride 
wore a fingertip length 
veil accented with sil-
ver beads. Keeping with 
the tradition of some-
thing old, the bride car-
ried her Nana’s hand-
kerchief, something 
borrowed was the head-
piece from her sister’s 
wedding, something 
blue was her garter and 
something new was her 
dress. She carried a bou-
quet of white roses and 
purple hydrangeas.

Immediately follow-
ing the exchange of wed-
ding vows, the couple 
and their guests were 
honored at a reception 
and dance at the Wel-
lington Country Club. 
Guests were served a 
buffet of selected finger 
foods, shrimp cocktail, 
chicken Dijon wontons, 
tortilla pinwheels, bar-
beque meatballs, beauti-

ful fruit towers and veg-
etable towers accented 
with silver and crystal 
appointments. Tables 
were covered with white 
linen tablecloths with 
dark purple rose petals, 
centerpieces were glass 
vases filled with purple 
hydrangeas and crystal 
clear ice cube lights. 
Chairs were covered in 
white linen accented 
with purple bows on 
each chair. Three foot 
glass containers filled 
with lights also accent-
ed the room.

The bride and groom’s 
table was covered with 
white linen tablecloth 
accented with purple 
bows, greenery and 
twinkle lights. The 
wedding cake was a six 
tiered ivory cake accent-
ed with purple hydran-
geas. The groom’s cake 
held the traditional two 
tiered chocolate cake 
with dark chocolate 
drizzle running down 
the sides with a replica 
of a Texas Longhorn 
ball cap on top with the 
name “Bubba” in burnt 
orange color lights. Wed-
ding cookies made by 
the groom’s grandmoth-
er were also served. Sil-
ver and crystal appoint-
ments were used. Guests 
were served by Traci 
Stegall of Wellington, 
Keri Jo Cummings of 
Lubbock, friends of the 
bride and Kelsie Dreyer 
and Bailiegh Rhoads of 
Garland cousins of the 
groom. Lewis Perkins, 
uncle of the bride and 
friends played an as-
sortment of music dur-
ing the reception and 
dance.

The bride is a gradu-
ate of Wellington High 
School, a graduate of 
Amarillo College and 
a graduate of Tarleton 
State University. The 
groom is a graduate of 
Forsan High School, a 
graduate of Howard Col-
lege and a graduate of 
Amarillo College. The 
couple will make their 
home in Austin.
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(432) 756-3381
(800) 442-8688

1400 W. Business 20

Stanton, Texas 79782

www.sharyland.com

Dr. Sai Gundlapalli
Board Certified Anesthesiologist And

Pain Management Specialist

Comprehensive Pain Management For:
Acute And Chronic Back/Neck Pain

Auto And Work Related Pain
Pinched Nerve/Neuropathic Pain

Arthritic Pain
Other Pain Conditions Resulting From Disease & Injury

Two Locations For Your Convenience
1501 W. 11th Ste 304
Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-7246 (PAIN)

317 E. 5th. St.
Odessa, TX 79761

432-333-5200
•

2
9

5
5

6

Now Also Accepting Blue Cross Blue Shield

1501 W. 11th Ste 304
Big Spring, TX 79720
432-263-7246 (PAIN)

801 N. Jackson
Odessa, TX 79761

432-333-5200 888888

from

Big Spring Health Food Store
Stocking Stuffers Under $10

Gift Certificates and Seasonal Supplements

1305 Scurry           M-F 9-6             Sat. 10-4            267-6524

22
95

55

Sonic #1
1200 Gregg • 263-6790

Sonic #2
601 E. FM 700 • 263-2700

Merry Christmas!
218051

SPRING CREEK FELLOWSHIP

Sunday School 9:15 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

Wednesday Fellowship
& Bible Study 5:30 pm

501  Birdwell Ln.                    432-714-4584
229532

Weddings▼

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Reyna

Misa Herrera Magallanes, daughter of Britney 
Winters and Ramon Magallanes of Big Spring, was 
born Dec. 16, 2011. She was born at ORMC Odessa. 

Misa weighed 3 pounds 15 ounces and measured 
16 inches. 

Her maternal grandparents are Jennifer and 
Thomas Mendez. Paternal grandparents are Ramon 
Sr. and Priscilla Magallanes. 

Gabryel Lee Pittman, son of Samuel and Jessica 
Pittman of Big Spring, was born Dec. 15, 2011, at 6:45 
p.m.

He weighed 7 pounds 5 ounces and measured 19 
¼ inches. 

His maternal grandparents are Michael and Jo-
sette Kuriger of Aberdeen, Md. 

His paternal grandparents are David and Patricia 
Pittman of Big Spring. 

He was welcomed home by his siblings, Sage, 
Lynne and Liam Pittman. 

Births▼

Misa Herrera Magallanes

Gabryel Lee Pittman
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 

ROTISSERIE CHICKENS

69¢

EXCELL HAMBURGER
PARKAY MARGARINE
13OZ SLEEVE                                                                     
   VISTA FUDGE CREME COOKIES
2LB PKG                                                                      

FLOUR TORTILLAS
18-20 CT                                                                                     

GALLON TEA & FRUIT PUNCH
128-OZ.                                         

KIBBLES BITS WHOLESOME DOG FOOD
3.6 LBS                                                                               

SUGARATE BRATS
14 OZ                                                                                                                             K BRAY SMOKED TURKEYS
9 0Z P/W                                      

ALL 
CRACKERS

RUSSET 
POTATOES

227931

Sale Starts
DEC. 26TH

Sale Ends
DEC 31ST

99¢

99¢

69¢

BUY 1 
GET 1 FREE

$199

$199

$199

2/$100

2/$100

$169

2/$100

LB.

30 OZ.

10-LB. BAG

CLOSING AT 
3 P.M.

DEC. 31ST

CLOSED 
JAN. 2

FULLY COOKED

SALTINES - SNACK PARTY

227931

Page Woodward
Congratulations Page on receiving Employee of the 

Month! Page has been with us since Sept. 2010 
and does wonderful as a Certified Nurses Aide. All 
the residents, families and employees of Parkview 
Nursing and Rehabilitation appreciate all you do!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

229653

Merry Christmas
from your friends at

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
1900 E. FM 700 • 263-7441

218013

Guadalupe H. Martinez and Simona 
R. Martinez exchanged wedding vows 
Jan. 5, 1962. 

They were married at the church of 
St. Ann in Colorado City, Texas. 

Guadalupe was born in Lockhart, 
Texas and Simona was born in Buda, 
Texas. They reside in Coahoma. 

The couple has five children; Yolan-
da Gonzales, Lorenza Martinez, Irma 

Hewtty all of Big Spring and Char-
lie and Jerry Martinez of Coahoma. 
They have 12 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

They enjoy spending time with fam-
ily and friends.

 
“He who finds a wife finds what 

is good and receives favor from the 
Lord.” – Proverbs 18:22

50th Anniversary

Anniversary▼

Then                                                          Now

Senior Center

Monday: Closed for Christmas
Tuesday: hamburger steak with 

mushroom gravy, mashed potatoes, 
corn and lima beans with red pep-
pers/rolls, apple crisp, milk. 

Wednesday: green chili stew, Span-

ish rice, cornbread, tossed salad, fruit 
cup, milk. 

Thursday: baked chicken, butter 
potatoes, peas and pearl onions, rolls, 
lime gelatin with pineapple, milk. 

Friday: chicken spaghetti, carib-
bean vegetables, garlic bread, salad, 
tapioca pudding, milk. 

Dear Molly,
I’ve been dating my boyfriend for a year.  We are 

both professionals and have very demanding jobs.  
We love each other a lot and have fun so we decided 
to move in together.  I was still living with room-
mates, and him with his mother.  We are in our 
late 20’s. So I gave him 20,000 to put down on “our” 
condo because he lacked the 20% we needed. Three 
weeks ago we moved in and it’s been a disaster!  I 
come home and his clothes are all over the place, 
food on the counters and dishes stacked.  I’m like in 
disbelief!  So I feel like we are in an episode of the 
“Odd Couple” and I terrified.  When I talk to him 
about it he says I’ve changed and I’m acting like his 
mother! He also says it’s his condo and if I want I 
can just move out. I put down money and feel it’s 
mine also but he didn’t put me on the deed.  I didn’t 
think it was a big deal. I know he loves me.  What 
do I do?

Living with a sLob in austin

Dear living with a Slob,
WHAT!  You are not on the deed and you gave 

20,000 to this guy? I’d be more concerned about that 
than any amount of laundry and dishes darling. 
First, my advice is to address your legal options 
with an attorney.  I hope at the very least you have 
a promissory note, if not please don’t wait to seek 
legal advice. You have to protect yourself first and 
cannot be threatened by him! You have an ethical 
right to be there but may not be protected by law. 
I don’t like the idea that he tells you to go if you 
don’t like his behavior.  He must realize that you 
have established and invested in a home together.  
This needs to be discussed as you are now trying to 
build on a deeper foundation. That includes trust-
ing each other to not leave, and working together 
on the challenges that will come your way. 

As for the cleaning issues: this is a classic tale of 
two people coming from two very different ways of 
managing their home life.  Believe it or not this can 
be worked out; many of unions have come before 
you! 

First and foremost you must sit down and have a 
discussion about expectations.    

Does he expect you to clean up after him? I would 
also make it clear that you will not be compared to 
his mother, however there may be a reason why his 
mother was apparently complaining about his per-
sonal habits … no harm in pointing that out.  As 
for his clothes, why not buy a few cute baskets and 
make sure they are placed in the areas where he 
takes his clothes off and can easily get to. Then I 
would have laundry day where you both do your 
laundry and make it fun. Turn on music, watch 
sports, have a cocktail and eat pizza, whatever will 
turn the dreaded task into something you look for-
ward to.

Next have a rule about 
dishes, whoever uses 
them cleans them … sim-
ple. You can distribute 
other household chores 
the same way.  I have 
a feeling that he may 
need some prodding and 
depending on the level 
of participation by his 
mother, you may need to 
instruct him.  If this is the 
case it can be unspoken.  
Do housecleaning day 
together, room by room. 
Then maybe after each 

room is completed there is a reward 
for one or both of you?  He will learn 
by example so he doesn’t feel like you 
are telling him what to do. Rewards 
and compliments go a long way … 
but do not thank him.  Cleaning is an 
adult expectation.  I’m a huge advo-
cate for shared responsibilities when 
two people work outside the home. 
This is a huge change for you both 
and one of the top stressors in life.  So 
take it slow, have an open mind and 
be happy. Aside from that please get 
the legal advice you need.

~Molly

Molly is a writer and business professional with 
years of experience in finance, business development 
and management.  Her lifelong passion and learn-
ing has been focused on the understanding and 
complexity of relationships as well as effective com-
munication.  Originally from Texas she has lived in 
many cities including St Louis and Portland finally 
settling in Boston where she raised her family and 
received her education in Business Administration. 
She is now living in Texas with her family and is 
excited to be home. Catch her daily relationship and 
advice column “Molly Mason- Let’s Talk Love” on 
www.austin.com and “Straight Talk” in print. You 
can contact Molly at mollymasonst@gmail.com.

 ~ Molly 

Dear Molly: Living together

Molly

Mason

Menu▼
HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Verna Davis and Clyde McMahon Jr. wrap presents for Hometown Christmas 
which provides gifts for needy families. 

Hometown Christmas 



Business and agriculture
Do you have an interesting 
item for the Business and 
Agriculture pages? Call the 
Herald at 263-7331.
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Bhupen Agrawal is branch 
manager and a managing 
director — investments for 
the Wachovia Securities 
Midland office.

Bill Franks, AAMS, is a senior 
registered client associate and 
the senior associate to the 
branch manager.

Merry Christmas!  
We hope you have a safe, happy and peace-

ful holiday.  Thank you for reading our column 
throughout the year, and we wish you all the very 
best of the season.

2011 has been a turbulent year for the stock mar-
ket. The number of days has been too big to count 
when the Dow Jones has been up hundreds of 
points or down hundreds of points, or has swung 
by hundreds of points in between the opening and 
closing marks. With all this continuous churning, 
it might be interesting to know where we stood as 
of the end of November.

For the year through Nov. 30, the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average was up 4.04 percent, not count-
ing the dividends paid by the companies in the 
index.  The S&P 500 average was down 0.85 per-
cent through the end of November — again not 
counting dividends.  And the Nasdaq Composite 
was down 1.23 percent from January to November 
of 2011.

If we include dividends in these performance 
numbers, the picture obviously improves. Specifi-
cally, the Dow Jones average is up 6.70 percent in-
cluding dividends through the end of November.  
The S&P 500 is up 1.08 percent through November, 
and the Nasdaq Composite is down only 0.28 per-
cent through Nov. 30 when including dividends.

While this review of the year so far shows we’ve 
indeed had some forward progress (mostly just in 
the Dow, though, compared with both the S&P 500 
and the Nasdaq), it also illustrates that much of 
the year has truly been spent in taking one step 
forward and one step backward.  It has hardly 
been a banner year for the stock market, but it is 
a small consolation that even with all the churn-
ing that went on, we still have had some modest 
growth and movement in the upward direction.

In contrast to all this churning and turbulence, 
we hope our readers’ lives have been as tranquil 
and joyous as possible. The stock market’s ups 
and downs remain a metaphor for life’s positives 
and negatives, but hopefully not to the extent or 
degree that we experienced this year.

Past performance is no guarantee of future re-
sults. This article was written by Amit Agrawal 
and provided courtesy of Bhupen Agrawal, man-
aging drector - branch manager of Wells Fargo 
Advisors’ Midland office, The material has been 
prepared or is distributed solely for informational 
purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to buy 
or sell any security, or instrumental to participate 
in any trading strategy. The indices are presented 
to provide you with an understanding of their his-
toric long-term performance and are not presented 
to illustrate the performance of any security.  Inves-
tors cannot directly purchase any index.  

Dow Jones Industrial Average: The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average is an unweighted index of 30 
“blue-chip” industrial U.S. stocks.

S&P 500 Index: The S&P 500 index consists of 
500 stocks chosen for market size, liquidity, and in-
dustry group representation.  It is a market value 
weighted index with each stock’s weight in the in-
dex proportionate to its market value.

NASDAQ Composite Index: The NASDAQ Com-
posite Index measures the market value of all do-
mestic and foreign common stocks, representing a 
wide array of more than 5,000 companies, listed on 
the NASDAQ Stock Market.

Additional information is available upon request 
at 432-684-7335. 

BRYAN  — Farmers will need to 
manage margins closely in 2012 as 
commodity prices fluctuate with U.S. 
and European economic develop-
ments, according to a Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service economist.

Dr. Jason Johnson, AgriLife Exten-
sion economist from Stephenville, 
told producers at the recent Texas 
Plant Protection Association confer-
ence in Bryan that fundamental data 
suggests strong prices for agricultur-
al commodities in 2012.

Drought, which cut back storage 
stocks of many major commodities, 
coupled with rising demand for food 
to feed a growing global population, 
suggest a continued bull market for 
crop prices heading into the new 
year.

Johnson said U.S. corn stocks are 
the tightest since 1996.

“This bodes well for supportive 
prices going into 2012,” he said. 
“What happens is scarcity brings out 
the fear and greed factor in everyone. 
There’s high volatility right now 
with regards to the commodity.”

During 2011, Johnson said, the De-
cember corn futures contract price 
fluctuated from approximately $4 per 
bushel to above $7 per bushel.

“Managing that variability be-
comes the challenge,” he said.

To manage risk, Johnson said, the 
real safety net for farmers is crop 
insurance. Producers need to look 
at what is the guaranteed dollar per 
acre with various crop insurance al-
ternatives and determine “the upside 

potential from there.”
“Managing input prices is so im-

portant since fertilizer prices have 
tripled over the last 10 years,” John-
son said. “You need to manage mar-
gins. Marketing the commodity is 
only half of the equation. Rising in-
put costs can eat away any expected 
profits if equal attention is not paid 
to controlling them.”

Johnson also focused on the outlook 
for energy heading into 2012. He said 
West Texas Intermediate crude oil 
prices are projected at $98 per barrel 
and natural gas prices are forecast to 
increase by 3 percent.

“Ultimately, the forecast for agri-
cultural commodity prices translates 
into real estate values,” he said.

Johnson said the Dallas Federal 

Reserve Bank conducts a survey of 
agricultural lenders. Recent data in-
dicated Texas cropland increased by 
5.3 percent over the previous year “in 
terms of value,” he said.

“There is lots of investment go-
ing into crop real estate,” he said. 
“Hedge funds are putting money into 
this because of increasing commod-
ity prices and diversification away 
from other asset classes like bonds, 
stocks and precious metals.

“What I encourage is developing 
and sticking to a marketing plan. 
Pick some times of the year that 
would be advantageous to market in-
sured crops to protect yourself from 
rising input costs and other variabil-
ity in the marketplace.”

Economist predicts strong prices for 2012

HERALD photo/Amanda Moreno

Paul Smith, Joe McCright and Frank Sickles from Isaiah 58 were on hand to receive a $1,000 grant 
from Wal-Mart Store Manager Tim Walsh and Community Involvement Coordinator Manny Negron on 
Friday afternoon. 

Wal-Mart donates $1,000

Student leaves 
$172,000 violin 
on Philly-bound bus

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A stu-
dent at a Boston conservatory 
left a rare violin worth $172,000 
on a bus after arriving in Phila-
delphia, and police are asking 
for the public’s help in getting it 
back.

The New England Conserva-
tory student got on a Megabus 
in Boston with the 176-year-old 
violin but got off without it late 
Tuesday, police said.

Muchen Hsieh told investiga-
tors that she left the instrument 
in an overhead bin and only real-
ized she had forgotten it after she 
had been picked up. 

The violin was lent to her by 
the Chi Mei Culture Foundation 
in her native Taiwan while she 
studies in the U.S.

“I’m a violin major, so I really 
hope that the person that took it 
can give it back to me so I can 
continue my studies because 
right now, I can’t do anything,” 
she told KYW-TV.

Hsieh said she called the bus 
company to see if the instrument 
had been found, but she was told 
it wasn’t on board. 

Megabus offers low-cost ex-
press bus service to more than 70 
cities in the U.S. and Canada.

The violin, made in 1835 by 
Vincenzo Jorio in Naples, was in 
a reddish case with two straps on 
the back, police Lt. John Walker 
said.

“We believe that somebody 
may have grabbed the item with-
out realizing its value,” he said.

Crowd seeking 
newest Nike 
sneaker damages mall

TAYLOR, Mich. (AP) — Minor 
damage to a suburban Detroit 
shopping mall is being blamed 
on customers waiting to buy Ni-
ke’s $180 Air Jordan XI basket-
ball shoes.

Police in Taylor say about 100 
people forced their way into 
Southland Mall about 5:30 a.m. 
Friday, damaging decorations 
and overturning benches. 

More than 300 people were 
lined outside the mall southwest 
of Detroit.

A 21-year-old man was ar-
rested. Four other police depart-
ments were called in to disperse 
the crowd.

Crowds also gathered outside 
sports apparel shops in other 
parts of the state.

The Kalamazoo Gazette reports 
that about 300 people waited at 
The Crossroads mall in Portage 
in southwest Michigan. 

Police were called to disperse 
the crowd.

About a dozen people sat in 
lawn chairs Thursday night 
outside one shop in Southfield, 
north of Detroit.

11 crocodiles, 
alligator seized 
from Belgian villa

BRUSSELS (AP) — Police car-
rying out a search discovered 11 
Nile crocodiles — five of them 
squeezed into a small shower 
— and an alligator at a house in 
northern Belgian.

Police were searching the villa 
of a German man suspected of 
fraud in the village of Lapsch-
eure Thursday when they came 
across the reptiles, said Frederik 
Thoelen, a biologist at the Na-
ture Rescue Center where they 
are now being kept.

Five of the crocodiles were 
found squeezed into a small, 
dirty shower; five others were 
kept in an aquarium made for 
only two, Thoelen on Friday. 

The alligator, meanwhile, was 
rolled up in several blankets.

“They were really kept in hor-
rible conditions,” said Thoelen.

He said the owner told them 
the crocodiles were about 5 years 
old, but they were far too small 
for their age, most likely because 
of their restrictive caging and 

insufficient food. Instead of mea-
suring more than two meters (6 
feet), the newcomers at the res-
cue center in Opglabbeek, east-
ern Belgium, have grown only to 
a little over one meter (3 feet).

But things are bound to get bet-
ter for the 12 reptiles, once they 
get released from the rescue cen-
ter’s intensive care unit.

The owner gave up his rights to 
the animals once it became clear 
that he did not have the neces-
sary papers, said Thoelen. 

“That is very good news be-
cause now we can look for a new 
place for the animals,” he said.

An animal shelter in Germany, 
which has more experience with 
reptiles, has already expressed 
some interest, but for the coming 
weeks, they will stay in Opglab-
beek, said Thoelen.

The biologists at the center 
have already started prepara-
tions for new living quarters — 
water pool and underfloor heat-
ing included.

Thoelen said the animals most 
likely won’t get a special treat for 
Christmas, because, “they got 
their biggest present yesterday” 
when they were rescued.

Gulf oyster 
industry eyes 
electronic tracking

HOUMA, La. (AP) — The oyster 
industry in the Gulf of Mexico is 
developing an electronic system 
needed to track oysters for new 
food safety regulations.

The Courier reports that Gulf 
states are developing the system, 
required under measures passed 
by Congress last year to make it 
easier to track food-borne illness 
by tracing food from harvest to 
table.

The Gulf States Marine Fish-
eries Commission, a board rep-
resenting the five Gulf states on 
fisheries issues, wants to replace 
the paper tracking process in 
use today with electronic tech-
nology.

Business Briefs▼
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Wishing you and yours a
happy holiday season filled

with love and plenty of
Christmas spirit.

We feel so blessed to be a
part of this caring community.

From the staff at

Victim Services Agency
263-3312

230323NAPA Auto Parts
306 S. Gregg St.               267-6308

21
80

26

Happy Holidays!

Public Records▼

Howard County Justice of the 
Peace Outstanding IBC War-
rants:

Gregory Aguilar Jr., 1508 Sunset 
Ave., Big Spring

Irene Lopez Alaniz, 774 E. High-
way 80, Abilene

Brian Layton Allison, 1100 Col-
lege Circle, Ranger

Demetrio Alva, 11520 Arrow 
Rock, El Paso

Terica Alvarado, 1100 E. 61st 
St., Odessa

Anthony G. Anderson, 3401 
Cammelia Dr., Temple

Daniel Antrim, 120 N. 22nd Pl., 
Lamesa

Nancy Ramirez Banuelos, 1515 
A Sycamore, Big Spring

Christine Avalos Bara, of 1405 
N. Sixth, Lamesa

Amy Barber, 2602 Ent, Big 
Spring

Samantha Ann Barrera, 606 
Lamar, Sweetwater

Daniel B. Barron, 507 N. Ave. F, 
Lamesa

Tim Beck, 709 W. Seventh St., 
Big Spring

Amy Benavides, 3001 N. Mid-
land Dr., Big Spring

Crystal Biles, 15885 S. Quartz, 
Odessa

Vern Black, 329 W. Tennessee, 
Floydada

Jeremy Bolton, 506 N. Ave. L, 
Lamesa

Edward Bourland, 229 Edge-
wood Dr., San Angelo

Alexis A. Bowie, 2811 Lawton, 
Amarillo

Dave Bracken, 2720 42nd St., 
Lubbock

Johnny William Brown, 507 E. 
Sixth, Big Spring

Wanda Heron Brown, 538 
Westover Rd. Apt. 113, Big Spring

Melinda Burns, 2218 Carlton 
Way, San Angelo

Cristal Cabello, 1314 65th Drive 
Apt. C, Lubbock

Melissa Camargo, 2100 Ave. N, 
Tahoka

Latonya Campbell, 7549 Ash-
croft Circle, Fort Worth

Antonia Castillo, 206 Fuller St., 
Hereford

Donald Cervantes, 1211 Lloyd, 
Big Spring

Weldon Montague Cheatham, 
4502 Denison, Snyder

Jared Kendero Coby, 901 S. 
High Street # 802, Longview

Vanessa Conatser, 3218 Ford-
ham, Big Spring

Wesley Wayne Crow, 2400 Robb 
Lane, Big Spring

Stephen Cruz, 1501 Hilltop Rd., 
Big Spring

Ramona Davila, 2143 Texas Ave, 
San Antonio

Julie E. Davis, 5202 Bangor Ave. 
Apt. K301, Lubbock

Clarissa Dean, 2516 Gunter, Big 
Spring

Brandee A. Eberhardt, 197 Briar-
wood Lane, Big Spring

Constance A. Elledge, 1709 
Scotland Ave., Azle

Kristi L. Elliot, 603 E. 12th St., 
Big Spring

Alfredo Flores Jr., PO Box 272, 
Laredo

Irene Paredez Flores, 1000 E. 
20th St., Big Spring

Kenneth L. Freeman, 1401 San 
Andres, Odessa

Danny Frias, 207 W. 17th St., 
Georgetown

Hilda Fuentes, 502 S. Seventh, 
Lamesa

Carlos Garcia, 1211 S. Third St., 
Brownfield

James Randal Gardner, P.0. Box 
1490, Lyons, Colo.

Joe Nick Garfias Jr., of 1309 
Runnels, Big Spring

Claudet Garza, 3106 E. Elm No. 
10, Laredo

Joseph Garza Jr., 17811 Vail No. 
18, Dallas

Misty Goldston, 2429 20th St., 
Lubbock

Benito Oscar Gonzales, 101 S. 
Reynolds, Coahoma

James E. Gonzalez, 604 Neff 
St., Sweetwater

Jeffrey Grams, 224 Lelon 
Lane, Springtown

Nora Gutierrez, 606 N. 
Eighth Street, Lamesa

Edna J. Hale, 510 Milton 
Ave., Brownwood

Sharon Marquis Hanson, 
1201 E. Co. Rd. 34, Big 
Spring

Clifford Arvin Hart Jr., 3234 
Drexel, Big Spring

Dana Havink, 600 Star 
Linda Ct., Arlington

Chris Henry, 3520 28th St., 
Lubbock

Isaul Hernandez, 523 W. 
Noble, Falfurrias

Veronica Cervantes Hernan-
dez, 1005 N. 17th St., Lamesa

Gerald Hodges, 4312 
Crane, Houston

Allen Hoey, 1401 N. High-
way 87 No. 1502, Big Spring

Herman Hokes, 1303 Syca-
more, Big Spring

Danny Holt, of 125 Farney 

Rd., Lorena
Bradley Ryan Horton, of Linda 

Lane, Big Spring
Shameka Houston, 1905 Was-

son No. 49, Big Spring
Jeanie Renee Ivey, 5326 Old 

Highway 71, LaGrange
Brandy Johnson, 24327 Plea-

sonton, San Antonio
Rene M. Johnson, 9205 W. 

County Road 174, Midland
Steven Daniel Johnson, 1509 

142nd St., Lubbock
Johnny Ray Jones, 501 E. 17th 

St., Big Spring
Katie Lynn Junkin, 1410 Lan-

caster, Big Spring
Paige Morgan Kenas, 1003-2 

Lake County Rd. 175, Colorado 
City

Kimberly K. King, 1711 Young, 
Big Spring

Robert Michael Kleck, P.O. Box 
35, Rotan

Lindsey Kay Lee, 1405 S. Ben-
ton, Big Spring

Patricia Lutrell, 2726 Redwood, 
Odessa

Jenny Marie Hamilton Lyon, 
4201 W. Highway 80 Apt. 6, Big 
Spring

Joshua David Mackenstein, 414 
Hickory/3417 N. Midland Drive, 
Midland

Christopher Max Martinez, 2870 
S. Highway, Snyder

Jarrod Martinez, 61 E. Eighth 
St., San Angelo

Sandy Martinez, P.O. Box 43, 
Stanton

Thomas M. McKellen, 2010 
Sierra, Kenah

Ebaline Mendoza, P.O. Box 291, 
Mertzon

Daniel Mercado Jr., 5611 Lan-
caster, Houston

Chad K. Merrill, 3300 Manor Rd. 
Apt. 174, Austin

Alicia Morales, 606 Holbert, Big 
Spring

Anna Marie Moreno, 4656 St. 
Frances Ave., Dallas

Jose Munoz III, 1425 E. Sixth St. 
Apt. 7, Big Spring

Michael Todd McClinton, 1003 S. 
Midkiff, Midland

Ricky L. Nava, 707 Willa, Big 
Spring

William Leslie Neal, 2100 Ala-
bama, Big Spring

Pernell Earl Parker, 400 N.E. 
12th St., Big Spring

Benson Nelson Payne, 1117 
Toby Lane, San Angelo

Katherine Hardin Perez, 4908 
Parkway, Big Spring

Joshua Plaia, 1401 E. 18th, Big 
Spring

Lisa M. Portillo, 1200 Stanford 
Ave, Big Spring

Richard Wayne Rains, 4501 
Parkway, Big Spring

Patricia Ramos, 538 Westover 
Road #226, Big Spring

Anna D. Rich, PO Box 1321, 
Denver City

Jerrall Ray Richardson, 1481 
Highway 81, Bowie

Alfredo Riojas Jr., 255, S. 11th 
St., Lubbock

Roberta Garza Rodriguez, 1103 
Stanford, Big Spring

Robert Rosamond, 801 Lancast-
er, Big Spring

Thomas Ross, 1206 Lela St., 
Jasper

Thomas Castillo Ruiz, 1306 W. 
Tennessee, Midland

Rudy Andrew Salazar, PO Box 
1275, Stanton

Nancy Carolina Sauseda, 1707 
N. 11th St., Lamesa

Monica Serbine, 304 E. 20th, Big 
Spring

Harl Bradford Shaffer, 5603 Gail 
Hwy., Big Spring

Curtis W. Shelton, 3714 Mill-
brook Road, Big Spring

Brian Paul Siverson, 589c Stod-
dard, Odessa

Donna Smith, P.O. Box 716, 
Coahoma

Lisa D. Smith, 2010 Sierra Dr., 
League City

Andrew Sommers, 3110 W. Kan-
sas Ave., Midland

Janie Spurgeion, 1212 Wadley, 
Midland

Shawn Spurgeon, 106 N. Ad-
ams, Denver City

Mickey Jermain Starnes, 402 
Holly Oak Dr., Tyler

Misty D. Sternadel, 457 Seventh 
St., Scotland TX

Andrew Bernard Taylor, 5651 
Flamingo, Houston

Tonya D. Conner Taylor, 1111 
Moseley Circle, Hobb, N.M.

Ashley Lauren Teagarden, 6002 
103rd St., Big Spring

Molly E. Turner, 1905 Wasson 
Rd., Big Spring

Paula Valdez, 2220 S. First, 
Lamesa

Jimmy Vasquez, 4000 W. Illinois 
No. 16, Midland

Tyler Voss, Fannin Co. Rd. 4925, 
Leonard

Michael Wagner, P.O. Box 428, 
Denver City

Irshaad A. Walee, 1306 S. De-
troit, Lamesa

Marie Wells, 2507 Rebecca, Big 
Spring

Candida Lynn Whitehead, 1405 
Runnels, Big Spring

Tina Diane Whitlow, 1407.5 
Settles, Big Spring

Denise L. Williams, 1715 Hwy. 
350, Big Spring

Calvin Williams, 1313 Mulberry, 
Big Spring

Mandy Shae Wilson, 210 10th 
St., Sterling City

Brandi Woodard, 642 Westview 
Dr., Abilene

Jerry Lee Wrightsil, 2816 Ridge 
Rd., Fort Worth

Lorenzo Ferrera Yanez, 211 
Channing St., Big Spring

Dennis Anthony Zaragoza, 4534 
Sinclair, Big Spring

District Court Filings:
The State of Texas vs. Jonathan 

Blake Williams, expunction.
Kaleb Anthony Headrick vs. 

Shelly Leann Headrick, divorce.
Daniela Campos Zamorano and 

Claudio Fernandes Duarte Leite 
(intended parents) and Carman 
Jackson Wommack (gestational 
mother) and James Wommack 
(gestational mother’s husband), 
civil.

In Re Brylie Starr Elizabeth 
Lockhart, family.

Debra Mtangoo vs. Andrew 
Luseko Mtangoo, annulment.

Marriage Licenses:
Roberto Cisneros, 32, and 

Brandie Denise Boswell, 32, both 
of Big Spring.

Librado 
Canales IV, 34, 
and Maria T. Dol-
loff, 29, both of 
Big Spring.

Jimmy Joe 
Sanchez, 34, and 
Alana Dianne 
Zamora, 35, both 
of Big Spring.

County Court 
Decisions:
Probated Judg-

ment: Sergio 
Azdar, criminal 
mischief - more 
than $500 less 
than $1,500, 
$500 fine, $328 
court costs, 365 
days in jail (jail 
time suspended, 
24 months pro-
bation).

Judgment 
and Sentence: 
Alfonso Baca III, 
possession of 
marijuana - two 
ounces or less, 
$500 fine, $332 
court costs, 20 
days in jail.

Judgment 
and Sentence: 
Jordan Allen 
Mcleod, evading 

arrest or detention, $500 fine, $282 
court costs, 90 days in jail.

Judgment and Sentence: 
George Scott Emerson, posses-
sion of tobacco product where tax 
due - $50 or less, $500 fine, $282 
court costs.

Judgment and Sentence: Alana 
Diane Zamora, driving while intoxi-
cated, $500 fine, $457 court costs, 
30 days in jail.

Warranty Deeds:
Grantor: Johnny Neufeld and 

Anna Neufeld
Grantee: Fidela Rivera de Agu-

inaga
Property: A tract out of Section 

19, Block 34, T-2-N, T&P RR Co. 
Survey

Date: Nov. 11, 2011

Grantor: Jo A. McDaniel
Grantee: Trustees of the Roger 

E. McDaniel and Jo A. McDaniel 
Living Trust

Property: Lot 4, Block 8, Original 
City of Coahoma

Date: Nov. 10, 2011

Grantor: Jo A. McDaniel
Grantee: Trustees of the Roger 

E. McDaniel and Jo A. McDaniel 
Living Trust

Property: Lot 26, Block 4, Origi-
nal City of Coahoma

Date: Nov. 10, 2011

Grantor: Neal Roberts and Kay 
Roberts

Grantee: Mike Nairn
Property: Lot 1, Block 1, Buckner 

Place
Date: Nov. 10, 2011

Grantor: Jamie D. Park
Grantee: Desert Tanks
Property: Lot 17, Block 15, Kent-

wood Unit No. 2
Date: Nov. 10, 2011

Grantor: John M. Ryan and Lau-
rie M. Ryan

Grantee: J.C. Wall and Dorothy 
Wall

Property: Lot 10, Block 2, La-
homa Addition

Date: Nov. 15, 2011

Grantor: Cynthia Anderson
Grantee: D.F. Stanley and LaR-

honda Stanley
Property: Lots 13-16, Block 10, 

Original Town of Coahoma
Date: Nov. 15, 2011

Grantor: Marty A. Rice

Grantee: Deborah Rice
Property: Lot 6, Block 4, Park Hill 

Addition
Date: Nov. 15, 2011

Grantor: A.C. Cotton Mize
Grantee: Johnny Mize
Property: The W/40 feet of Lot 

8 and the E/20 feet of Lot 9, Block 
35, Cole & Strayhorn Addition

Date: Nov. 16, 2011

Grantor: Jordan Bernal and Tony 
Bernal

Grantee: Marcellous Weaver
Property: Lots 3-4, Block A, For-

est Addition
Date: Dec. 19, 2011

Warranty Deeds with Vendor’s 
Lien:

Grantor: Franklin D. Jenkins and 
Shirley Jenkins

Grantee: Lucia Yanez
Property: Lot 20, Block 9, Kent-

wood Unit No. 1
Date: Nov. 14, 2011

Grantor: Gary Nieman
Grantee: Wiley L. McMillan and 

Pamela McMillan
Property: Two tracts out of Sec-

tion 41, Block 32, T-1-N, T&P RR 
Co. Survey

Date: Nov. 15, 2011

Grantor: Jody D. Roberts and 
Ross Roberts

Grantee: Zachary Wayne Angel 
and Summer Angel

Property: Lot 32, Block 5, Coro-
nado Hills

Date: Nov. 16, 2011

Grantor: Curtis W. White
Grantee: Denise White
Property: Lots 16-17, Original 

Town of Coahoma
Date: Nov. 16, 2011

Grantor: Jeffrey T. Elliot and 
Jacqueline Elliot

Grantee: Hawley Pfluger and 
Patricia Pfluger

Property: A 4.7-acre tract out of 
Section 105, Block 29, W&NW RR 
CO Survey

Date: Nov. 18, 2011

Grantor: Shari J. Beall
Grantee: Glenn C. Blaskey and 

Sarah Blaskey
Property: A tract out of Section 

5, Block 32, T-1-S, T&P RR Co. 
Survey

Date: Nov. 18, 2011
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Announcements
NEED     HOLIDAY CASH?
I WILL BUY YOUR OLD GOLD 
AND SILVER JEWELRY. I’m 
buying old and foreign money 
also gold and silver coins will 
pay 10 to 20 times face value. 
Call Local Buyer for more info. 
(432)270-1078.

Help Wanted

ARE  YOU interested  in  a 
Rewarding Nursing Career?
Parkview Nursing and Rehabili-
tation is now seeking a 10p-6a 
Charge Nurse that is moti-
vated, caring and loves  the 
elderly.   Competitive   pay,
benefits and  great  family 
working enviroment. You may 
apply on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net or in 
person at 3200 Parkway.

Help Wanted

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

Help Wanted
****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

432-561-7620 - Ricky Lucas
Equal Opportunity Employer

ATTENTION:
Universal Well Service

5212 E. IH 20
South Service Rd.

Under New & Complete 
Management

Now hiring experienced work 
over rig hands, operators, 

derricks & floors. Valid drivers 
Lic. required. Also experienced 
vac. truck, pump truck & winch 

truck drivers. Valid CDL Lic. 
required, good pay, insurance, 

benefits & uniforms.
Day phone 432-264-0775.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: Workforce Solutions; 
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard 
College).

CDL DRIVERS, Sand Blasting 
Operators  and   Equipment 
Operators Wanted. Contact 
Baird Companies at 
432-466-4056.

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

Help Wanted
COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with CDL with Tank & Hazmat 
Endorsement for Big Spring 
and surrounding areas.  Good 
Family   and Employee Health 
Benefits. Must be self moti-
vated. Call (325)226-5209.

DRIVERS - Want more Jingle
in your pocket?? We're seek-
ing OWNER-OPERATORS & 
Company Drivers! 23 YOA+, 
CDL-A w/ X Endorsement and 
1 yr exp. CALL COASTAL 
TRANSPORT 888-527-7221.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT 
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment 
and outstanding compensation 
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter, 
Stanton, Texas

Pre-employment 
drug screen required.

EOE M/F/V/H

Help Wanted
DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers in 
Stanton, Texas. Requirements 
include Class A CDL with Tank 
and Hazmat endorsements. 
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1 
year tanker experience. Paid 
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family 
health & dental insurance with 
no premium contribution by the 
employee. 401K with company 
match  plus  profit  sharing. 
Company paid life insurance, 
short and long term disability, 
additional life and disability is 
available thru group coverage. 
Up to 10 days vacation starting 
first year plus 10 paid holidays. 
Uniforms provided. Call 
432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

DRIVERS: GREAT Pay and 
100%   PAID    Health   Ins! 
Regional Runs! CDL-A, 1 yr 
TT Exp.   Tank-Haz   End. 
Req. Martin Transport: 
1-866-823-0286.

Housekeeping and child care 
positions- Apply at Jack & Jill 
Child Care, 1708 Nolan.

Store
Routes Open

2 hrs. per day.
Great opportunity for 

extra income.
Must have reliable 

transportation, 
drivers license and

insurance.
Stop by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

SEEKING  REPRESENTA-
TIVE for Field Sales. Contact 
Baird Companies 
432-466-4056.

Help Wanted
Howard College is accepting 
applications  for  the  following 
position.

Director of 
Child Development  Center/   
Howard Cottage- Big Spring

Requirements:
Bachelor degree in Early 
Childhood Education, Child De-
velopment, or a related field 
with a minimum of 12 credit 
hours of child development or 
early childhood education and 
6 credit hours in business man-
agement required. Three years 
experience required in an early 
childhood education setting 
and a minimum of one year ex-
perience in administration of an 
early childhood program of li-
censed child care facility. Abil-
ity to manage a site with chil-
dren, parents and staff in com-
pliance with TDFPS minimum 
standards and Howard Col-
lege/Head Start Performance 
Standards.
For complete position and 
application visit our web sit 
www.howardcollege.edu 
(Human Resources).

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

NOW HIRING all positions in 
Super 8 of Big Spring, TX.
Please apply in person.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a 
Winch Truck

No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work 

manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr

Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600

1305 E. Airpark Drive

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

220136

Start The New Year
With A New Job

at

Coahoma has Team 
Member Openings

Come work a Flexible 

Checks & Drug Screens

www.richesondq.com

23
05
05

Be our 
New Manager for 
the New Year at

Coahoma
Earning a monthly

BONUS plus a Stable 
Salary. Background 

Checks & Drug Screens 
Administered.
Apply online

www.richesondq.com

23
05
10CITY OF

BIG SPRING
Utility Service Worker

Water Treatment Plant 
Operator

Heavy Equipment

Mechanic I

For more information go to
www.mybigspring.com
or apply in person in the

located at 310 Nolan
(432) 264-2346

230108

West Texas Centers
West Texas Centers is looking for a administrative specialist to 
join our team. Applicants with work experience demonstrating suc-
cess in a high volume environment requiring extreme attention to 
detail, data/report development and excellent organizational skills 
will be considered. This position will be responsible for billing in a 
high volume, fast paced environment. Applicants with working 
knowledge of Medicaid, Medicare and private insurance billing, 
CPT codes, NPI, TPI requirements as well as other billing experi-
ence are preferred. Must enjoy working with details and handling 
multiple tasks. Must work and communicate well with others. West 
Texas Centers offers an outstanding benefit package with salary 
negotiatable depending upon the education and level of experi-
ence of the applicant. Minimum requirements include graduation 
from an accredited high school with an associate or 2 years of 
college preferred. Basic Excel and Word tests required.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 230470

West Texas Centers
This position will provide janitorial services for two buildings located in Big 
Spring. Duties include, routine cleaning and light maintenance including 
mowing. Primary work hours will be 4 pm. to 9 p.m. Monday-Friday with 
occasional variations and weekend hours. Salary $10.00-$14.00 per hr 
Dependent on Experience. High School Diploma or GED required.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or by calling
JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 230109

West Texas Centers
Looking for a rewarding career? Look no further.
If this sounds like the opportunity for you the responsibilities would include 
working with a highly trained team to provide daily living skills training and 
supports to clients. West Texas Centers has part-time openings up to 32 
hours weekly starting at $9.30 an hour. Full time positions are also available 
with salary ranges of $8.20-$8.75 per hour plus benefits. Full time positions 
offer a full benefit package to include health insurance, dental, generous 
paid personal time off and a great retirement program.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or by calling
JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 220636

West Texas Centers

Are you a Registered Nurse who is looking for something different. Do 
you love working with children? The Little Lives ECI program has an 
opportunity for a registered nurse to be a Family Service Coordinator 
in our program. This position functions in two capacities. One is as a 
licensed Registered Nurse performing assessments as outlined by the 
Texas Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services and the 
other for assisting families who are eligible for Early Childhood 
Intervention services. This person is the primary contact for each fam-
ily assigned and must have considerable knowledge in the functioning 
of social services, medical treatment facilities, and community resourc-
es. This individual is a key professional who will participate with the 
child’s interdisciplinary team to provide appropriate services and sup-
ports to the chid and family. Position will involve some travel, but there 
is a great deal of flexibility in the work schedule, with telecommuting, 
four day work week, no on call and no weekends. Employee is 
required to use their personal vehicle and/or an agency/rental vehicle. 
All employees are required to have a personal vehicle available for 
work purposes and maintain current, valid vehicle liability on the per-
sonal vehicle. Determination regarding whether an employee utilizes a 
personal/agency or rental vehicle is at the discretion of the ECI pro-
gram director. Personal vehicle usage is subject to Center authorized 
mileage reimbursement rates. Headquartered location, Midland, 
Odessa or Andrews. Salary range 35,000 to 50,000.

Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or 
by calling JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 230485

Employment Opportunity

Borden County is seeking applicants for a Facility Main-
tenance Employee. This employee will be performing 
maintenance duties on County owned facilities. A ba-
sic knowledge in plumbing and electrical systems is 
required. Candidates should be energetic with a will-
ingness to learn and be able to work with minimal su-
pervision. They must be willing to work overtime hours, 
including some weekends, and in various weather condi-
tions when required. They must have the ability to lift 60 
lbs. and work at heights not to exceed 16 ft. This indi-
vidual will be assisting in the maintenance of the County 
owned water system and will be required to attend the 
training necessary to obtain certification as a Class D 
water system operator from TCEQ in the first year of em-
ployment. They must have a valid Texas driver’s license. 
A pre-employment drug/alcohol test and background 
check is required. Salary is competitive and benefits in-
clude health insurance, retirement, and more. Applica-
tions are available in the Borden County Judge’s Office 
located at 117 East Wasson, Gail TX, 79738. Inquiries 
are welcome. You may contact the County Judge’s Of-
fice at 806-756-4931. Borden County is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

230506

West Texas Centers
Case Manager for Mental Health: Assists individuals in gaining access to 
medical, social, vocational and educational services. Requires Bachelors 
degree in Social Work field or Bachelor’s degree with a minimum of 24 hours 
in psychology, sociology or other human service hours. Base salary $14.71-
$15.72 per hour ($30,588.00-$32,700.00 annually) DOE, plus excellent benefit 
package. Four day work week is possible. Flexible schedule offered. Crisis 
on-call rotation required. Applicants must live within 70-mile radius of duty 
site.
Applications available at 409 Runnels or www.wtcmhmr.org or by calling
JOBLINE 800-687-2769.EOE 230107

HOSPITAL
M E D I C A L A RTS

Now hiring Personal Attendants for in-home patient 
care in Big Spring area. Must be trustworthy and

 dependable. Background checks will be conducted. 

Inquiries may be directed to:

Medical Arts Hospital Home Care
2200 N. Bryan Ave.  Lamesa, Texas 79331

806-872-7747 23
05

07
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

AUTO BODY

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.
(off 11th Place Extension)

Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000

CALL
264-0623 23

04
77

FIREWOOD

23
04

81

Clean Curried
Firewood

Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$300.00 per cord

Call
(325) 762-4262

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM
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Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Smiling Faces!

Woodforest National Bank, 
a leader in the 

Retail Banking Industry,
is looking for 

enthusiastic individuals 
with exceptional

customer service skills 
to join our team.

*Great Work Environment*
*Benefits*

*Advancement Opportunities*
Instore Retail Banker

Woodforest National Bank
201 West Marcy

Big Spring TX 79720
*Must be at least 18 years old 

with HS diploma or Equivalent* 
*1 year Customer 

Service Experience*
*Retail Sales/ 

Marketing Experience*
Apply online at:

www.Woodforest.com
Woodforest is proud to be an 

EEO/AA employer
M/F/D/V

O/O’S $5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Tons of warm, prosperous 
South TX runs! Frac Sand 
Hauling. Must have tractor, 
pneumatic trailer, blower.
(800)397-2639.

PART-TIME CAREGIVERS
needed for Christian 
pre-school. Experience pre-
ferred.  Apply in person 118 
Cedar Road.

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
needed for Christian 
pre-school. Must be able to 
pass a FBI fingerprint and drug 
test. Apply in person  at 118 
Cedar Rd.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

RAPID TRUCKING is looking 
for someone with experience to 
drive Fork Lift, to load & unload 
oil field pipe. Very good pay. 
Guaranteed Hours. Call 
(432)213-6008 or 213-7793.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

WESTERN BANK is seeking
An experienced

Executive Assistant
Excellent customer service 
skills and a willingness to work 
extensively with the public is 
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan 
documents. Should be skilled 
in Word and Excel. Job duties 
will include loan processing, 
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other 
secretarial   duties. Legal 
Background preferred but not 
required.  Salary  is  DOE. 
Western Bank is  an  Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please 
send resume to P.O. Box 
2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or 
email to hr@thebank.net.

Help Wanted
SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center 
(1001 Birdwell Ln., Howard 
College- Charles Warren Bld. 
106), KEYWORD: PARAGON. 
EOE.

Start the New Year 
with a New Job

BIG SPRING 
STATE HOSPITAL

HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

RNs – All Shifts
Job Posting # 179242

Earn up to $5,377.77 per 
month (DOE)

$31.02/hr
LVNs – All Shifts 

Job Posting # 179774
Earn up to $2,746.48 

per month (DOE)
$15.85/hr

Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistants

Job Posting # 182091
Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1,706.75 
per month

Our benefit package includes:
Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 

Holidays, State Paid Insurance, 
Matching Retirement, 

Educational Leave, and 
Nursing Educational Stipends.
On campus housing is offered 

depending on availability
Contact our Job Center 

for Job Descriptions
or to Arrange a Campus Tour

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application 
online at
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact 

Paula Shelburne at 
432-268-7464 

Once you have completed 
your application

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

WANTED JOURNEYMAN
Electrician   or   Experienced 
Apprientace Electrician with a 
minimum of two years experi-
ence.
TESSCO
512 Industrial
Snyder Texas 79549
325-574-1100

Help Wanted
THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water  supplier  for  the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications    for   following 
positions in the Big Spring 
Area.
Central Control Operator –
Responsible for  monitoring 
water flows, pressures, and 
tank  levels  using  SCADA 
system.  Perform administrative 
support including recording 
readings, monitoring phones, 
and basic data entry.  Basic 
computer skills including Excel 
needed. This position involves 
shift work.   
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341, or our website  
www.crmwd.org

Travel Centers of America
Now hiring servers, cooks, and 
cashiers. Great benefits, apply 
at www.mytajob.com or call 
888-669-8256.

Instructional
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM  HOME.   6-8  weeks 
ACCREDITED. Get a Diploma. 
Get a Job! FREE Brochure. 
Call Now 1-800-264-8330
www.diplomafromhome.com

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
****REWARD**** 6 month old 
puppy Part Red Heeler & Black 
Lab (looks like Short Haired 
Saint Bernard multi color). Last 
seen on Baylor Street. 
(432)264-8877.

LOST FEMALE Shih-Tzu (light 
blond) named Sissy. Last seen 
on Main & 17th Street. Call 
(432)264-3276.

LOST SET of car/house keys 
at or around Bealls Friday. 
Leave at Bealls with your name 
& address for a $20 Reward.

On the Farm

TACK & SADDLE AUCTION
Tuesday Jan. 3rd 

7:00pm
Over $100,000 

in beautiful hand
made tack and saddles

many custom ranch, roping,
and silver saddles.
Plus over 1,000 lots
of horse equipment.
Many one of a kind

custom pieces.
American Legion

501 Veterans Airpark LN
Midland,TX

Auctioneer Mike Murphy 
Lic#10151

10%Buyers Fee
Consignments Welcome

(512)943-6114

Pets

This link www.petfinder.com
connects people to pets up for 
adoption from the Big Spring 
Animal Control (432)264-2372. 

Real Estate for Rent
1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq.  Ft. 
building. Two overhead doors, 
large office, restroom, $600 a 
month. $600 deposit. 
432-213-2319.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month. 
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

2 BDRM/ 1 bath unfurnished 
house, $675.00 month/ 
$675.00 deposit. Please call 
432-599-1778.

412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport. 
Very Nice. $1250 month. 
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

902    BIRDWELL, 3 Bdrm, 
1 bath unfurnished house, 
$650. month/ $650. deposit. 
Please call (432)270-7086.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

CORPORATE FURNISHED
house, 2 bedroom/ 1 bath.
Please call 432-599-1778.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/1 
$10,000. with $1,000. Down. 
Approximately $250 monthly 
for 6 years. Owner Financing 
Available. Call 210-828-3573.

Real Estate for Sale
3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

A LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

BY    OWNER: 902   Birdwell, 
3 bdrm, 1 bath, Bonus Room, 
New Appliances, carpeting and 
paint. No Owner Finance 
(432)270-7086.

A Modern
Cinderella 

Dear Margo: I was
raised in a “unique”
family. My mother
passed away when I was
young, and I was raised
by my stepfather and his
new wife. These
“parents” raised me — as
in, they allowed me to
live with
them and
provided me
with the
necessities
and
emotional
support if I
pleaded for
it. 

Ours was
a large and
varied
family, and I
was lost in
the shuffle. Now I’m in
my mid 30s and am
happily married with a
successful career and two
kids of my own. 

My problem is that my
parents rarely want
anything to do with my
family or me. They often
do things with my other
siblings (their biological
children), yet I’m rarely
invited. I used to contact
them to initiate get-
togethers, but it was
never reciprocated, so I
stopped. 

I recognize that they
raised me, but I just can’t
help feeling hurt and
disappointed that they
don’t want to spend any
time together. Should I

continue to make an
effort and take whatever
little bit of a relationship
I can squeeze out of
them, or should I give
up, focus on my
immediate family and
accept that I lost any
parent I may have had
when my biological
mother died? —
Stepdaughter

Dear Step: This is a
sad situation, and the
meaning is that not
everyone has a big heart.
The reality is that you
were young when you
lost your mother, and she
was married to a man
who no doubt felt
burdened by a youngster
he “inherited,” and real
emotion never jelled.
When he remarried, the
woman he chose was a
quart low in the
compassion department,
as well. So that’s the
situation. 

I would indeed stop the
overtures and let your
friends be your family.
With luck, you might
stumble onto an older
couple who could fill the
position of grandparents
for your kids. Therapy
might help you integrate
the situation and
understand that there is
nothing wrong with you
and what happened was
just a bum break. For
whatever it’s worth,
some biological kids
experience this situation
— and worse. I wish you
well. — Margo, forwardly 

Dear Margo is written
by Margo Howard, Ann
Landers’ daughter. All
letters must be sent via
the online form at
www.creators.com/dearm
argo. Due to a high
volume of e-mail, not all
letters will be answered.

© 2011 MARGO
HOWARD

DISTRIBUTED BY
CREATORS.COM

MMARGOARGO
HHOWARDOWARD

Dear Margo
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Legals Legals Legals

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Alice Weaver Silva
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

Lt 11, Bk 5, Wright’s Airport 
Addn., Howard County, Texas, 

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $1,466.26, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties,    and    cost   thereon, 
allowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against LOUIS SILVA AND ALICE 
WEAVER SILVA and others, as 
Defendant(s), by petition filed  on 
December 20, 2010,   in  a certain 
suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. LOUIS SILVA AND ALICE 
WEAVER SILVA, for collection of 
the taxes on said property and that 
said  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas  118th  Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 5911 
that the names of all taxing  units 
which  assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de-
scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 

to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7208 December 18 & 25, 2011

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Edward Andrew Merrick and 
Joe  Dick  Merrick,  Guardian  of 
Edward Andrew Merrick
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

West 46 feet of Lt 5 and the West 
46 feet of Lt 6, Bk 15 ‘’D’’, Fairview 
Heights Addn., City of Big Spring, 
Howard County, Texas, 

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $919.13, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties,    and    cost   thereon, 
allowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against EDWARD ANDREW MER-
RICK and others, as Defendant(s), 
by petition filed  on  June 29, 2010,  
in  a certain suit styled HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL VS. EDWARD 
ANDREW MERRICK, for collection 
of the taxes on said property and 
that said  suit  is  now  pending  in  
the District Court of Howard 
County,   Texas  118th  Judicial 
District, and the file number of said 
suit is 5834 that the names of all 
taxing  units  which  assess and 
collect taxes on the property here-
inabove described, not made par-
ties to this suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 

ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7209 December 18 & 25, 2011

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Amy Backes
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

A one acre tract or parcel of land 
out of the W/2 of Sec. 43, Blk 31, 
T-1-N, T&P Ry. Co. Survey, How-
ard County, Texas, 

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $1,124.65, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties,    and    cost   thereon, 
allowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against HENRY BACKES AND 
AMY BACKES and others, as De-
fendant(s), by petition filed  on 
September 28, 2007,   in  a certain 
suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. HENRY BACKES AND 
AMY BACKES, for collection of the 
taxes on said property and that 
said  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas  118th  Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 5447 
that the names of all taxing  units 
which  assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de-
scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 

hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7207 December 18 & 25, 2011

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY  
MARKETPLACE 

America’s Nationwide Classified Market With Over 10 Million Readers

For advertising rates and 
information on

National Classified Advertising visit: 

www.cnhi-can.com

Or Contact:

Brett Wallace
1-800-821-8139 
btwallace@cnhi.com

The American Community Classified Network
(“AC-CAN”) accepts no liability or responsibility
for failure to insert an advertisement. The AC-
CAN accepts no liability for any error in an
advertisement, regardless of course, except for
the cost of the space actually occupied by the
error. The AC-CAN reserves the right to reject,
at its discretion, any advertisement deemed
objectionable by The AC-CAN in subject matter,
phraseology or composition, or to classify any
advertisements.

TRAVEL DDRRIIVVEERRSS
CDLTrainingNow.com is

NOW Accepting Applications
for Driver Trainees.

16-Day Company-Sponsored
CDL Training Program.

NO Experience Required.

NO Credit Required.

GREAT PAY & BENEFITS!

CCAALLLL RRIIGGHHTT NNOOWW!!
11--880000--999911--77553311

AAdd ## 33112200
www.CDLTrainingNow.com

(Not Valid in IL)

BBLLOOWWNN HHEEAADD
GGAASSKKEETT??
State of the art 2-part

carbon metallic process.
REPAIR YOURSELF!
100% GUARANTEED!

11--886666--778800--99003388
www.RXHP.com

TTruck Driversruck Drivers
WW A N T E DA N T E D

Best Pay & Home Time!
Apply Online Today!

OVER 750 COMPANIES!
One Application,

Hundreds of Offers!
HammerLaneJobs.com

**********************FFRREEEE
FFoorreecclloossuurree
LLiissttiinnggss!!
**********************More Than 400,000 
properties Nationwide!! 
LOW Down Payment
CCAALLLL TTOODDAAYY!!

880000--881177--66227722
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS
CCAANNCCEELL YYOOUURR
TTIIMMEESSHHAARREE!!
NO Risk Program

STOP Mortgage & Maintenance
Payments TODAY!

100% Money Back Guarantee

FREE Consultation!
CCaallll UUss NNooww!!

888888--335566--55224488
WWee CCaann HHeellpp!!

Discount Cruises!
Carnival, Royal Caribbean,
Disney Cruise Lines, etc.
Group Discounts, Family

Reunions, Weddings,
Company Meetings.

Disney Vacations

Book NOW and SAVE!

1-877-319-4097
www.NationwideCruise.com

EMPLOYMENT

REAL ESTATE
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Legals Legals

Legals

Legals

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Noel Gene Merrill, Glenda 
Marlene Cargle, Gale Wayne Mer-
rill and Sandra Sue Wilkerson
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

Lts 3 & 4, Bk 2, Wrights Airport 
Annex Addn., City of Big Spring, 
Howard County, Texas: Assessed 
Value- $6,606.00 Amt. 
owed-$4,498.50

N/2 of Lt 12, Bk 17, Boydstun 
Addn., City of Big Spring, Howard 
County, Texas: Assessed Value- 
$3,393.00 Amt. owed- $1,825.96

Lt 8, Bk 5, Original Town of Big 
Spring, Howard  County, Texas: 
Assessed Value- $3,393.00 Amt. 
owed- $2,118.97

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $8,443.43, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties,    and    cost   thereon, 
allowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against COSTATEX, INC. DBA 
TEXAS TITLE CO. and others, as 
Defendant(s), by petition filed  on 
September 14, 2004,   in  a certain 
suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. COSTATEX, INC. DBA 
TEXAS TITLE CO., for collection of 
the taxes on said property and that 
said  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas  118th  Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 4744 
that the names of all taxing  units 
which  assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de-

scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7210 December 18 & 25, 2011

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Christine Banks Bolden and 
Joe Louis Banks
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

Lots 5 & 6, Blk 2, Banks Addn., 
City of Big Spring, Howard County, 
Texas, 

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $3,431.57, exclusive of 
interest, penalties, and costs, and 
there is included in this suit in addi-
tion to the taxes all said interest, 
penalties,    and    cost   thereon, 
allowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against HOSEA BANKS, HOL-
STON BANKS, SR., CHRISTINE 
BANKS BOLDEN AND JOE LOUIS 
BANKS and others, as 
Defendant(s), by petition filed  on 
April 30, 2008,   in  a certain suit 
styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET AL 
VS. HOSE BANKS, HOLSTON 
BANKS, SR., CHRISTINE BANKS 
BOLDEN AND JOE LOUIS 
BANKS, for collection of the taxes 
on said property and that said  suit  
is  now  pending  in  the District 
Court of Howard County,   Texas 
118th  Judicial District, and the file 
number of said suit is 5530 that the 
names of all taxing  units  which 
assess and collect taxes on the 
property hereinabove described, 
not made parties to this suit, are 
NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 

herein seek recovery of delinquent 
ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7205 December 18 & 25, 2011

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
IN THE NAME AND BY THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN AS FOLLOWS: 
TO: Jose J. Olivares  and Diana 
Olivares
if living, and if any or all of the 
above named Defendants be dead, 
the unknown heirs of such person if 
he should be deceased, and any 
and all other persons,  including 
adverse claimants, owning or 
claiming or  having any  legal or 
equitable interest in or lien upon 
the land described  in  Plaintiffs’ 
petition on file in this cause; and 
the executors, administrators, 
guardians, legal representatives, 
legatees,   devisees,     trustees, 
officers, directors, stockholders, 
partners,   managers   or   other 
governing persons of the above 
named persons or entities, who 
own or claim some interest in the 
land  described  in  Plaintiffs’ peti-
tion on file in this cause, to-wit:

The N/50’ of the NE/4 of Bk 27, 
College Heights Addition, City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 

Which said property is delinquent 
to Plaintiffs for taxes in the follow-
ing amount: $13,743.74, exclusive 
of interest, penalties, and costs, 
and there is included in this suit in 
addition to the taxes all said inter-
est, penalties,    and    cost 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein.
You are hereby notified that suit 

has been brought by HOWARD 
COUNTY, ET AL as Plaintiffs, 
against JOSE J. OLIVARES and 
DIANA OLIVARES and others, as 
Defendant(s), by petition filed  on 
February 28, 2007,   in  a certain 
suit styled HOWARD COUNTY, ET 
AL VS. JOSE J. OLIVARES and 
DIANA OLIVARES, for collection of 
the taxes on said property and that 
said  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas  118th  Judicial District, and 
the file number of said suit is 4644 
that the names of all taxing  units 
which  assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de-
scribed, not made parties to this 
suit, are NONE.
Plaintiffs and all other taxing units 

who may set up their tax claims 
herein seek recovery of delinquent 

ad valorem taxes on the property 
hereinabove described, thereon up 
to and including the day of judg-
ment herein, and the establishment 
and  foreclosure  of  liens, if any, 
securing the payment of same, as 
provided by law. 
All parties to this suit, including 

Plaintiffs, Defendant(s), and Inter-
venors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes which 
were delinquent on said property at 
the time this suit was filed but all 
taxes becoming delinquent thereon 
at any time thereafter up to the day 
of judgment, including all interest, 
penalties, and cost allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there-
fore, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any par-
ties herein, all said parties shall 
take notice of and plead and an-
swer to all claims and pleadings 
now on file in said causes by all 
other parties herein and all of those 
taxing units above named who may 
intervene herein and set up their 
respective tax claims against said 
property.
You are hereby commanded to 

appear and defend such suit at or 
before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on the 
first Monday after the expiration of 
forty-two (42) days from and after 
the date of issuance hereof, the 
same being the 23rd day of Janu-
ary, 2012 before the Honorable 
District Court of Howard County, 
Texas, to be held at the courthouse 
thereof, then and there to show 
cause why judgment shall not be 
rendered for such taxes, penalties, 
interest, and costs, and condemn-
ing said property and ordering fore-
closure of the  constitutional and 
statutory tax liens thereon for taxes 
due the Plaintiffs and the taxing 
unit parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together with 
all interest, penalties, and costs al-
lowed by law up to and including 
the day of judgment herein, and all 
costs of this suit.
Issued and given under my hand 

and seal of said court in the City of 
Big Spring, Howard County, Texas, 
this 5th day of December, A.D. 
2011.
Brandie Boswell
Deputy Clerk of the District Court
Howard County, Texas, 
118th Judicial District.

#7206 December 18 & 25, 2011

Lee Lewis Construction, Inc. 
will receive proposals for Big 
Spring High School Phase 2.
Proposals are due by 3:00pm, 
January 5, 2011. No proposals 
will be accepted after this time.  
We specifically invite Small 
Business Concerns and 
Women   Owned   Business 
Concerns, and Small Business 
Concerns Owned/Controlled by 
Socially   and   Economically 
Disadvantaged Individuals.

Plans are available from:
Lee Lewis Construction, Inc.
7810 Orlando Ave.
Lubbock, Texas 79423
806-797-8400

Plans are available for viewing 
in the following locations:

AGC Plan Room – Lubbock
Dodge Plan Room – Lubbock
Dodge – Scan
LLCI Virtual Plan 
Room Contact– 
PDM@leelewis.com

A Pre-Proposal Conference will 
be conducted on December 20, 
2011 at 11:00AM at the Big 
Spring High School. 
#7196 December 18 & 25, 
2011

Notice of Public Sale
Sale of property to satisfy land-
lord’s lien. Sale to be held at R2 
Storage, 1506 E. FM 700, Big 
Spring, TX 79720 on January 4 at 
3pm. Seller reserves the right to 
withdraw the properties at any time 
before the sale. Unit items sold for 
cash to highest bidder. The space 
contains the following: Chairs, TV, 
toys, lights, leap frog game, car 
seat, clothes, post hole digger, 
speaker   box,  socket  set,  light 
fixture, electronic equipment for 
tenant: David Gandara.
#7198 December 18 & 25, 2011

Notice of Application for
Brine Mining Injection Well

Wichita Water, L.LC. P.O. Box 847, 
Levelland, Texas 79336 is applying 
to the Railroad Commission of 
Texas  for  a  permit  for  a  Brine 
Mining Injection Well.
The applicant proposes to inject 
into the Salado Formation, in its 
Lomax Brine Well No. 1. The pro-
posed brine mining well is located 
13.5 miles southwest of Big Spring, 
Texas in the Spraberry (Trend 
Area) Field, Howard County, 
Texas. The proposed injection and 
brine mining interval will be from 
1200 to 1900 feet below the ground 
surface.
LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 
of the Texas Water Code, as 
amended, Title 3 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code, as 
amended, and the Statewide Rules 
of the Oil and Gas Division of the 
Railroad Commission of Texas.
Requests for a public hearing from 
persons who can show they are 
adversely affected or requests for 
further information concerning any 
aspect of the application should be 
submitted in writing, within fifteen 
days of publication, to the Environ-
mental Services Section, Oil and 
Gas Division, Railroad Commission 
of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, 
Texas 78711 (Telephone 
512-463-6792).
#7221 December 25, 2011

LEGAL NOTICE:
This Texas Lottery Commission 
Scratch-Off game will close on 
January 6, 2012. You have until 
July 4, 2012, to redeem any tickets 
for this game: #1332 Money Tri-
pler ($3) overall odds are 1 in 4.68. 
This Texas Lottery Commission 
Scratch-Off game will close on 
January 16, 2012. You have until 
July 14, 2012,  to  redeem  any 
tickets for this game: #1337 
$100,000 Fortune ($5) overall 
odds are 1 in 3.59. These Texas 
Lottery Commission Scratch-Off 
games will close on February 29, 
2012. You have until August 27, 
2012, to redeem any tickets for 
these games: #1269 Break the 
Bank ($2) overall odds are 1 in 
4.99, #1329 Scorching 7’s ($7) 
overall odds are 1 in 3.42, #1334 
$50,000 Player’s Club ($5) overall 
odds are 1 in 3.78, #1340 $5,000 
Winnings ($1) overall odds are 1 
in 4.33. The odds listed here are 
the overall odds of winning any 
prize in a game, including 
break-even prizes. Lottery retailers 
are authorized to redeem prizes of 
up to and including $599. Prizes of 
$600 or more must be claimed in 
person at a Lottery Claim Center or 
by mail with a completed Texas 
Lottery claim form; however, annu-
ity prizes or prizes over $1,000,000 
must be claimed in person at the 
Commission   Headquarters   in 
Austin. Call Customer Service at 
1-800-37LOTTO or visit the Lottery 
Web site at www.txlottery.org for 
more information and location of 
nearest Claim Center. The Texas 
Lottery is not responsible for lost or 
stolen tickets, or for tickets lost in 
the mail. Tickets, transactions, 
players, and winners are subject to, 
and players and winners agree to 
abide  by, all  applicable  laws, 
Commission rules, regulations, 
policies, directives, instructions, 
conditions, procedures, and final 
decisions of the Executive Director. 
A Scratch-Off game may continue 
to be sold even when all the top 
prizes have been claimed. Must be 
18 years of age or older to pur-
chase a Texas Lottery ticket. PLAY 
RESPONSIBLY. The Texas Lottery 
Supports Texas Education.
#7212 December 25, 2011

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice  is  hereby  given  that 

original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Mattie Lee McDaniel, 
aka Bobbie McDaniel, Deceased, 
were issued on December 20, 
2011, in Cause No. P-14030, pend-
ing in the County Court of Howard 
County, Texas, to: Roy Lee 
McDaniel and Betty Gail Snider.

All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 
Estate of Mattie Lee McDaniel
c/o Roy Lee McDaniel
P.O. Box 178
Garden City, Texas 79739
DATED the 20th day of December, 
2011.
THE LAW OFFICES OF 
R. SHANE SEATON
R. Shane Seaton
State Bar No. 24060918
SHONDA KAY FOLSOM
State Bar No. 24066591
P.O. Box 2211
Big Spring, TX 79721
Telephone: (432)264-1800
Facsimile: (432)264-0785.
#7220 December 25, 2011

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 

Letters   Testamentary   for   the 
Estate of VERNA TURNER, De-
ceased, were issued on December 
13, 2011, in Cause No. P-14027, 
pending in the County Court of 
Howard County, Texas, to: CLETA 
SATTERWHITE.
All persons having claims against 

this Estate which is currently being 
administered   are   required   to 
present them to the undersigned 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
c/o: CLETA SATTERWHITE
3102 N. Dixie
Odessa, Texas 79762
DATED the 14th day of December, 
2011.
Joshua Hamby
Attorney for 
CLETA SATTERWHITE
State Bar No.: 24034471
107 W 4th St.
PO Box 2199
Big Spring, TX 79720
Telephone: (432)263-8395
Facsimile: (432)263-4798
#7219 December 25, 2011

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  7,  Big  Spring  Pump 
Station’s Below and Above Slab 
Construction for the Ward County 
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is January 19th, 2012 
at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For  more 
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7213 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, & 10, 2012

PRE-INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting General Contractor, 
supplier and subcontractor partici-
pation including those that qualify 
as SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package 6, Above Slab Construc-
tion for the  Ward  County  Water 
Supply Expansion Project. Bid 
Deadline is February 23, 2012 at 
3:00 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For  more 
information  contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7214 December 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 
& 28, 2011 and January 4, 5, 6, 8, 
9, & 10, 2012
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope
Scientists speculate

that if more mass were
added to planet Jupiter,
it would become smaller
because it would pull in
on itself. The lucky giant
moves forward today,
beginning a wave of
cosmic generosity. Dare
to be as big as you want
to be, but remember that
adding more to your life
doesn’t always make it
bigger and better. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). This is as much your
day as it is anyone else’s,
so just ease into it. No
one is keeping score, so
you can relax and have a
wonderful
time, no
pressure.
Enjoy
yourself. 

TAURUS
(April 20-
May 20).
You’ll
handle the
details of a
project
while others
work in
broad strokes. Work with
those who have different
skill sets and strengths.
You’ll create something
beautiful together. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Knowing what is
essential and what is
superfluous is a kind of
talent in and of itself.
Also, importance is
subjective, so don’t let
anyone else tell you how
to prioritize. If it’s
important to you, it’s
important.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You’re careful to give
credit where credit is
due. But don’t be overly
concerned with
spreading the attention
and praise evenly,
because what happens
naturally will be quite
fair in some odd way.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’ll make events more
special with your
reaction to them.
Everyone will want to
know your opinion, and
you’ll state it in such a
way that others will
remember your words
and take them to heart.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). A light bulb goes on,
but not above your head
or even inside it. It’s as
though your heart has
the idea instead. All will
be illuminated when you
act on this loving
impulse. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You never have to
worry about being
without resources. You
have a knack for finding
people who can and will
help you accomplish
what you want to do.
Attracting good people is
your special brand of
luck. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There will be some
solemn aspects to your
day, but you’ll also be
joyful as you take part in
spiritual or religious
practices that you’ll
either pursue on your
own or as part of a like-
minded spiritual
community. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). The funding
for your future will show
up right when you need
it most, as if by magic.
You don’t have to believe
in magic for it to happen
to you, but it certainly
helps.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Your self-control
is truly amazing. You’ll
hold back input that is
unnecessary or tension-
provoking, and you’ll set
a tone for others to be on
their best behavior, as
well. It’s because of you
that things go well. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll be feeding
people in some way that
may or may not be food
related. You’ll stir love
and appreciation into
everything you make,
and the results will feed
people on many levels at
once. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You’ll feel so much
better than you did
yesterday. You’ll have
the peace of knowing
you’ve done all you can.
Your job now is to relax
and witness the lovely
unfolding. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 25). You’ll be in full
bloom. You’ll surround
yourself with the people
you want to resemble in
more ways than one, and
you’ll pick up the
qualities you desire.
January brings more
money and something
important to invest it in,
as well. February and
April are most romantic.
You’ll sweat for a cause
in March. Sagittarius and
Pisces people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are:
2, 14, 39, 19 and 6. 

FORECAST FOR THE
WEEK AHEAD: As big
as Jupiter is (so big that
all the other planets in
the solar system could fit
inside it two and a half
times), the Mack Daddy
of planets moves fast.
One whole day on
Jupiter lasts just under
10 Earth hours. Right at
the start of the week,
Jupiter reminds us once
again that luck depends
on timing. Opportunities
are like revolving doors,
opening and closing. You
have to step in at the
right time. If you
hesitate, you’ll miss it —
or worse, you’ll get
caught in an awkward or
painfully pinched
situation. Sure, things
will come around again.
But it will never be the
same twice. So when you
see what you want on the
other side of the glass, go
in and get it. 

This week Jupiter goes
direct on Christmas Day,
suggesting there will be
some generous surprises.
The giant planet has
been retrograde since
August 30 in the sign of
the bull. Taurus relates
to finance and luxury. If
you’ve felt like you can’t
afford what you really
want or even what you
need, things will turn
around. Attitudes about
money — and more
specifically about value
— are shifting. Channels
open up to accommodate
a fatter flow of
abundance in the weeks
to come.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Christmas
baby Jimmy Buffett is
the king of
Margaritaville. What was
once a state of mind the
artist captured in song
has now become a
lifestyle, not to mention a
brand that covers shirts,
drink blenders and even
furniture. Buffett’s sun,
moon and Mars in
powerhouse Capricorn
suggests that in spite of
his laid-back artistic
style, Buffett is
hardworking and highly
competitive. 

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. 
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