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WICHITA, Kan. — Fierce 
winds and snow that caused 
fatal road accidents and shut-
tered highways in five states, 
crawled deeper into the Great 
Plains early Tuesday, with 
forecasters warning that pre-
holiday travel would be diffi-
cult if not impossible across 
the region.

Hotels were filling up quick-
ly along major roadways 
from eastern New Mexico to 
Kansas, and nearly 100 res-
cue calls came in from motor-
ists in the Texas Panhandle 
as blizzard conditions forced 
closed part of Interstate 40, a 
major east-west route, Mon-
day night.

About 10 inches of snow 
had fallen in western Kan-
sas before dawn Tuesday and 
several more inches along 
with strong wind gusts were 
expected, National Weather 
Service meteorologist Marc 
Russell said.

“We’re talking about whit-

eout conditions,” he said.
Heather Haltli, 29, and her 

husband were traveling from 
their home at Hill Air Force 
Base in Utah to attend a fam-
ily funeral in Abilene, Texas, 
but the storm slowed them 
down so badly that they had 
to take refuge at the Comfort 

Inn in Garden City, Kan.
“We’ve been traveling 

about 20 miles per hour all 
the way from Denver,” Haltli 
said Tuesday. She said they 
had passed up to 15 wrecks 
including rollovers, upside 
down cars and jackknifed 
trucks as they drove through 
Colorado.

“I don’t think we’ll be able 
to make the funeral, but we’ll 
keep going,” she said.

Colorado Highway Patrol 
trooper Nate Reid said the 
freezing rain and fog came in 
so fast on Monday 
that it caught a 
lot of drivers un-
aware.

“I can’t even 
count how many 
rollovers we had,” 
Reid said.

Snowpack and 
icy conditions 

forced the closure of road-
ways across western and 
southwestern Kansas, includ-
ing a western section of the 
I-70, the main thoroughfare 
that traverses the state.

“Southwest Kansas is pretty 
much shut down completely,” 
Derek Latham, a dispatcher 
for the Kansas Highway Pa-
trol in Salina said early Tues-
day. “I have one trooper who 

See STORM, Page 3A
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by THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Incumbent Howard County 
Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Emma Brown filed to run for 
re-election Monday, setting 
up at least one local contest 
on the Democratic political 
party primary.

Brown, a long-
time member of 
the commission-
ers court, will face 
off against local 
resident Larry 
Torres in the 
Democratic pri-
mary, which has 

been tentatively set for April 
3 by state officials. Torres is a 
jailer with the Howard Coun-
ty Detention Center, accord-
ing to Walter Shipman, chair-
man of the Howard County 
Democratic Party.

Seats up for election in the 
2012 election include 118th Ju-

dicial District Attorney, cur-
rently held by Hardy Wilker-
son; Howard County sheriff, 
held by Stan Parker; county 
attorney, held by Joshua 
Hamby; tax assessor collec-
tor, held by Kathy Sayles; 
Precinct 3 county commis-
sioner, held by Jimmie Long; 

and Precinct 1 county com-
missioner, held by Brown.

Parker has filed to run for 
re-election, as have Long, 
Green and Wilkerson.

Howard County Elections 
Administrator Saundra 

See bROWN, Page 3A

by THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

As state representatives and 
attorneys continue to bicker 
over redistricting in the Lone 
Star State, it’s business as 
usual for election officials in 
the Crossroads area, as seats 
in Martin and Glasscock 
counties get ready to go up for 
grabs in this year’s political 
party primaries.

Martin County will see at 
least two contested races come 
April 3 — the newly appoint-
ed date for the primaries, ac-

cording to state officials — as 
the Precinct 1 and Precinct 3 
seats on the county commis-
sioners court have garnered a 
great deal of attention.

Precinct 1 incumbent Son-
ny Garza has filed to run for 
re-election on the Republican 
ticket, according to Martin 
County Elections Adminis-
trator Helen Castro.

Garza has drawn a pair of 
challengers — also on the 
GOP ticket — already, as

See FILING, Page 3A

Dean Hanson, Albuquerque Journal/AP Photo

Southbound traffic on I-25 leaves Santa Fe, N.M., while 
snow accumulates on the road Monday as a winter storm 
hit the area. New Mexico state police say a winter storm is 
shutting highways and causing difficult driving across north-
ern New Mexico. 

Deadly snowstorm halts 
travel across Great Plains

HERALD photo/Amanda Moreno

The Festival of Lights can be viewed from 6:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. nightly at Comanche 
Trail Park through Dec. 31. There is no admission, but donations are welcome and go 
toward funding the event. 

Brown re-ups for Pct. 1 commissioner

Brown

Filing wraps 
up, for now, in 
Crossroads area



The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 61 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• STACY LYNN PENDLETON, 36, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of failure to com-
ply with sex offender registration within 90 days 
(two counts).

• MICHAEL NEAL ROBERTS, 40, was booked 
into the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charg-
es of expired registration and failure to appear.

• BILLY CRAIG HEAP, 61, was booked into the 
county jail Tuesday by the Glasscock County 
Sheriff’s Office on charges of driving while

See SHERIFF, Page 3A

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• TRISITAN D’KOVAN CLAY, 18, of 3701 Dixon, 
was arrested Monday on a warrant for criminal 
mischief.

• JAKE ALLEN VALENCIA, 25, of 823 W. Seventh 
St., was arrested Monday on warrants for manufac-
ture/delivery of a controlled substance (two 
counts).

• TONY DELAGARZA, 46, of 1002 E. 16th St., was 
arrested Monday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• MICHAEL NEAL ROBERTS, 40, of 2500 
Cheyenne, was arrested Monday on warrants for 
expired registration and failure to appear.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 3600 block of W. 
Highway 80.

John Lee Mondey
John Lee Mondey, 70, of Big Spring 

died Friday, Dec. 16, 2011, at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. 
Graveside services will be held at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011, at 
Mount Olive Memorial Park with 
the Rev. Mona Lue Tonn, pastor of 
Spring Tabernacle, officiating.

He was born March 16, 1941, at La 
Pryor, Texas, to Hattie and John 

Mondey. He married Joyce Hutchins on Dec. 22, 
1964, in Midland. They moved to Big Spring in 1969. 
He was a truck driver for Fina, and later, Chemical 
Express. He was a member of Spring Tabernacle.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce Hutchins of Big 
Spring, and several nieces and nephews.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

 

Charlie Voight
Charlie Voight, 92, of Big Spring died Monday, 

Dec. 19, 2011, in a local hospital. His services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring.

William Kirk Davis 
William Kirk Davis, 63, passed 

away peacefully Dec. 18, 2011, at 
home surrounded by loved ones. 

He is survived by his wife of 42 
years, Linda Fowler Davis; daugh-
ter, Natalie Mueller and husband 
Bryan, daughter Lesley Davis and 
husband William Chad Harrison; 
grandsons, Nicholas and Bennett 
Mueller; brothers, Donald Davis 

and wife Lynne and Douglas Davis and wife Sandra; 
mother-in-law, Ruby Fowler; and brothers-in-law, 
Gene Woodrow Fowler and James Kenneth Fowler. 
He leaves behind many nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. He is preceded in death by his parents, 
George R. Davis and Beatrice K. Davis.

The family will receive friends for visitation from 
6 p.m. until 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011, at 
Cypress-Fairbanks Funeral Home. A memorial ser-
vice will be held Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011, at 7 p.m. 
at Cypress-Fairbanks Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, family requests donations be 
made to your favorite charity in honor of Bill.

Paid obituary
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Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons
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MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

Specializing Training In:
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500 229185

Sportz -N- Trinketz

H Soup   H Sandwiches H Blue Bell Ice Cream
  H Pies H Cobblers H Cookies & So Much More!

Monday - Saturday • 10:30am-9 pm

206 S. Main                                                                            432-264-0880
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Soups & Sandwiches

Christmas-Time Is Here!

H Jewelry H Toys H Gifts
H Ariat Boots  H Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.          432-267-6411
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Obituaries

G.W. Martin Jr.
G.W. Martin Jr., 80, of Ackerly died Monday, Dec. 

19, 2011, in a Dallas hospital. His services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

Police blotter

Sheriff
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In observation of
Christmas the

following Institutions 
will observe the 
following hours:

Big Spring Community
Federal Credit Union

CLOSED MONDAY 12/26

Citizens 
Federal Credit Union

CLOSED FRIDAY 12/23 at 1PM
CLOSED SAT. 12/24 & MON. 12/26

State National Bank
CLOSED MONDAY 12/26

Happy Holidays!
230451

Someone You Can
Count On!

• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.
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C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

NEXT CLINIC VISIT 12-22-11

267-8226       1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 20 Years

HEALTH SMART • UNITED HEALTHCARE • PRONET
CHAMPUS • BCBS • AETNA • HUMANA • BEECH STREET

PPO PROVIDER FOR:

ACCEpTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital

& Odessa
Morning Appointments Now Available!!

229399

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-11

228603

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/11
228213

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

John Lee Mondey, 70, 
died Friday.  Graveside 
services will be 2:00 P.M. 
Wednesday  at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

Expresso - Latte - Cappuccino
Buy 1 Get 2nd Half Off

Call In Orders Welcome
110 Main St. (West Boxcar)    263-1133

NOW OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 7-2:30

Fri Nights 6-9 pm
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intoxicated – second offense and evading arrest or 
detention with a vehicle.

• ANTHONY DELAGARZA, 46, was booked into 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Dallas. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block of 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of N.E. 
Eighth Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Cornell. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of E. 
Third Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

Fire/EMS

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

12/21

58/35
Abundant
sunshine.
High 58F.
Winds S at 5
to 10 mph.

Sunrise:
7:43 AM

Sunset:
5:45 PM

Thu

12/22

59/30
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:43 AM

Sunset:
5:46 PM

Fri

12/23

42/25
Occasional
showers
possible.
Highs in the
low 40s and
lows in the
mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:44 AM

Sunset:
5:46 PM

Sat

12/24

52/28
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:44 AM

Sunset:
5:47 PM

Sun

12/25

49/28
Sunny.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the upper
20s.

Sunrise:
7:45 AM

Sunset:
5:47 PM

Brownsville
69/62

Houston

62/52

Austin
57/45

Dallas
52/43

El Paso
52/33

Amarillo
50/26

San Antonio
62/49

Big Spring

58/35

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 56 40 mst sunny Kingsville 66 52 rain
Amarillo 50 26 sunny Livingston 59 46 rain
Austin 57 45 rain Longview 54 44 cloudy
Beaumont 64 53 rain Lubbock 53 30 sunny
Brownsville 69 62 cloudy Lufkin 59 47 rain
Brownwood 57 41 pt sunny Midland 57 36 sunny
Corpus Christi 64 53 rain Raymondville 69 57 cloudy
Corsicana 52 42 cloudy Rosenberg 62 52 rain
Dallas 52 43 cloudy San Antonio 62 49 rain
Del Rio 58 40 cloudy San Marcos 58 45 rain
El Paso 52 33 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 52 42 cloudy
Fort Stockton 61 38 sunny Sweetwater 56 38 sunny
Gainesville 51 38 pt sunny Tyler 52 43 cloudy
Greenville 50 40 cloudy Weatherford 51 38 pt sunny
Houston 62 52 rain Wichita Falls 53 37 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 67 54 rain Minneapolis 35 24 pt sunny
Boston 51 43 rain New York 57 47 rain
Chicago 42 31 rain Phoenix 60 42 mst sunny
Dallas 52 43 cloudy San Francisco 62 41 sunny
Denver 38 15 mst sunny Seattle 40 31 sunny
Houston 62 52 rain St. Louis 45 38 pt sunny
Los Angeles 63 45 sunny Washington, DC 61 47 rain
Miami 81 72 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Last
Dec 18

New
Dec 24

First
Jan 1

Full
Jan 9

UV Index

Wed

12/21
3

Moderate

Thu

12/22
3

Moderate

Fri

12/23
3

Moderate

Sat

12/24
3

Moderate

Sun

12/25
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Readers,
During this holiday period, the Herald 

will adjust its schedule and hours in order 
to allow employees to enjoy time with their 
families and friends. 

The Herald will publish a paper Friday 
and Sunday as usual (though Sunday’s edi-
tion may arrive a bit earlier than normal) 
but will not publish a Monday edition. The 
newspaper office will be closed Saturday 
through Monday. 

The staff at the Herald wishes you a very 
Merry Christmas. 

STORM
Continued from Page 1A

almost went into a ditch 
this morning, and he 
came across four other 
cars that went into a 
ditch. That was just this 
morning.”

The storm was blamed 
for at least six deaths 
Monday, authorities 
said. Four people were 
killed when their vehicle 
collided with a pickup 
truck in part of eastern 
New Mexico where bliz-
zard-like conditions are 
rare, and a prison guard 
and inmate died when 
a prison van crashed 
along an icy roadway in 
eastern Colorado.

The late-autumn snow-
storm lumbered into the 
region Monday, turning 
roads to ice and reduc-
ing visibility to zero. 
The conditions put state 
road crews on alert and 
had motorists taking 
refuge and early exits 
off major roads across 
the region.

In northern New Mex-
ico, snow and ice shut-
tered all roads from 
Raton to the Texas and 
Oklahoma borders about 
90 miles away. Hotels in 
Clayton, N.M., just east 
of where the three states 
touch, were nearly full. 
Multiple highways re-
mained closed early 
Tuesday.

Linda Pape, general 
manager of the Clay-

ton Super 8 motel said 
it was packed with un-
happy skiers who had 
been headed to lodges in 
Colorado and elsewhere 
in New Mexico.

“They lost a day or two 
of skiing, and they had 
budgeted an amount of 
money they were going 
to spend, and now they 
have to spend more stay-
ing somewhere else,” 
she said.

Pape said it’s not un-
common for skiers to 
get stuck in Clayton dur-
ing the winter, and she 
keeps two freezers and 
a refrigerator stocked in 
case roads are closed.

“They are not happy, 
but we are not letting 
them go hungry,” she 
said.

The storm came after 
much of the country had 
a relatively mild fall. 
With the exception of 
the October snowstorm 
blamed for 29 deaths on 
the East Coast, there’s 
been little rain or snow. 
Many of the areas hit 
Monday enjoyed rela-
tively balmy 60-degree 
temperatures just 24 
hours earlier.

Snowfall tapered off 
early Tuesday in the 
Oklahoma Panhandle, 
although the weather 
service warned of blow-
ing snow and single dig-
it temperatures later af-
ter dark. Up to a foot of 
snow fell in Boise City, 
Okla.

FILING
Continued from Page 1A

 Mark Briseno and 
Kenny Stewart will try 
to unseat the incumbent 
commissioner.

Precinct 3 incumbent 
Bobby Holland has also 
filed to run for re-elec-
tion on the Republican 
card, drawing a lone 
challenger at this time 
in Martin County resi-
dent Jody Yates, who is 
also running as a GOP 
candidate.

Martin County Sher-
iff John Woodward 
also filed to run for re-
election for his posi-
tion. Woodward has yet 
to draw a challenger at 
this time.

County Attorney 
James J. Napper and 
Tax Assessor and Collec-
tor Kathy Hull have also 
filed to run for re-elec-
tion of their respective 
positions, with neither 
drawing an opponent.

The unexpired term 
for the position of dis-
trict/county clerk — pre-
viously held by longtime 
clerk Susie Graham — 
who retired from the po-
sition in August — will 
be on the ballot, accord-
ing to Castro. Martin 
County resident Sharon 
Jones has filed to run for 
the position and is cur-
rently unopposed.

All incumbent and un-
opposed candidates are 
running on the Republi-
can ticket, according to 
Castro.

While Martin County 

will have at least two 
contested races when 
the primaries arrive, 
Glasscock County may 
not have to worry about 
any local contests.

According to Glass-
cock County Clerk Susie 
Hillger, none of the posi-
tions up for grabs have 
been contested thus far.

Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Jimmy Strube 
and Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Gary Jones 
have both filed to run 
for re-election — both 
on the Republican ticket 
— with no challengers 
yet filed, according to 
Hillger.

Tax Assessor Nancy 
Hillger, Sheriff Keith 
Burnett and Constable 
Mark Frysak have also 
filed to run for re-elec-
tion, all unopposed at 
this time.

Another chance to file 
to run in the political 
party primaries is ex-
pected to be set by the 
state sometime in the 
coming month, depend-
ing on the outcome of 
the ongoing trial regard-
ing the redistricting of 
state lines.

For more information 
on Martin County elec-
tions, contact Castro at 
432-607-3580. For more 
information on Glas-
sock County elections, 
contact Hillger at 432-
354-2371.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

BROWN
Continued from Page 1A

Bloom confirmed 
Monday that local resi-
dent M.O. Horton has 
filed to run against 
Parker for the office of 
sheriff, however, repeat-
ed attempts to reach 
both Horton and Howard 
County Republican 
Party Chairman Craig 
Bailey were unsuccess-
ful.

While the filing period 
to run for office in this 
year’s primaries came 
to a close Monday eve-
ning, state officials have 
declared there will be 
one last chance for polit-
ical hopefuls who want 
to toss their hats in the 
ring in 2012.

Filing deadlines, 
along with other key 
election dates, have 
been changed several 
times since lawsuits re-
garding election district 

boundaries were filed in 
three federal courts.

U.S. District Judge Or-
lando Garcia, on behalf 
of a three-judge panel in 
federal court in San An-
tonio, said candidates 
will have yet another 
opportunity to file for of-
fice once the boundaries 
are made final.

“The court will reopen 
the filing period at a lat-
er time, at which time 
applications may be 
filed, amended or with-
drawn,’’ Garcia said in 
the four-page order.

Unfortunately, no one 
knows when the trial 
will end, leaving mem-
bers of the election com-
munity with only the 
closing date of the dead-
line — Feb. 1 — to con-
centrate on.

“It’s all going to depend 
on how long it takes the 
trial to be heard,” Bloom 
said Monday. “This sec-
ondary filing period 
could last a week, and 
it could last a day. Right 
now there’s simply no 
way to know. All we 
know for sure right now 
is Feb. 1 will be the final 
day to file.”

The date currently set 
aside for the primaries 
— April 3 — is also sub-
ject to change, accord-
ing to Bloom.

“Everyone I’ve talked 
to with the state has 
urged us to use extreme 
caution when it comes 
to the April 3 date,” 
Bloom said. “That date 
could change very, very 
easily. So much of this 
is still very much up in 

the air.”



The heaviest bath-
robe was no match for 
the gust of wind that 
greeted me as I left the 
protection of our garage 
to venture toward the 
morning paper. Shiver-
ing as another swirl of 
leaves cavorted in the 
driveway, I grabbed the 
latest news and hurried 
back indoors.

Agreeing this Satur-
day morning would be 
blustery and cold, the 
local radio station and 
the TV weatherman 
promised December 
could anticipate more 
of the same.

 The house was 
quiet as our morning 
progressed. Having 
finished my weekly col-
umn led to my unwrap-
ping the contents of a 
box that held every-
thing from angels to toy 
soldiers.

Following lunch 
would be an opportune 
time to decorate our 
Christmas tree. With 
each special ornament 
came fond memories.

Soon, strewn across 
the den couch were the 
symbols of the season. 
Each would brighten 
the room with its indi-
vidual presence. As I 
looked for a tiny wood-
en train, the phone 

rang.
Distraught, a woman 

tried to describe a bird 
that had flown into her 
window. Stunned by 
the impact, it had fallen 
to the porch. As if in a 
daze, it stood frozen. Its 
deep, black eyes de-
tected no nearby move-
ments.

Willing to see if the 
bird could recover with-
out our intervention, 
she promised to keep in 
touch. Within the hour, 
she called to say it acted 
as if “it was out of it.”

 Forty-five minutes 
later the phone rang 
again. While encour-
aged that it had flown 
across the street, she 
added it did so while 
close to the ground.

Continuing her vigil, 
the woman later called 
to say it had been 
standing on the grass 
beside the gymnasium 
for more than an hour. 
“It’s a good thing we 
don’t have much traffic 
on this part of Johnson 
Street. I’ve been afraid 
somebody might bother 
it.”

From her descriptions 
of its efforts to recover, 
we decided we’d better 
go see for ourselves if 
the bird needed help. 
Loading a pole net, car-
rier, and a tightly rolled 
36 feet of netting, we 
could only anticipate 
what might happen.

If we had to attempt 
to capture a bird on the 
grounds of Runnels Ju-

nior High, equipment, 
stamina and lots of luck 
would be involved. We 
didn’t know if we could 
be successful.

Parking curbside on 
the east side of the cam-
pus, we were across the 
street and parallel to a 
male, American kestrel. 
Buffeting its feathers, 
and threatening to blow 
it over, the wintry gale 
was stymied by the 
little falcon’s ability to 
head into the wind.

If unable to elevate, 
the small raptor could 
have suffered a bruised 
wing. Recovery would 
take three to four days.  
Another possibility was 
a hairline fracture. The 
bird of prey would be 
inactive and unable to 
hunt for some time.

As we watched from 
this distance, the winds 
occasionally rocked our 
vehicle. Realizing we 
needed to discover if a 
rescue was warranted, 
Art opened the driver’s 
side of our truck.

Suddenly alert, the 
kestrel quickly glanced 
at its surroundings. 
The click of my door 
caused its wings to 
spread.  Suddenly, it 
was airborne.

The lift from the 
swirling winds helped 
carry it in a circle over 
our heads and back 
toward the building.

Although long ago the 
architect had designed 
an elegant entry facing 
north, the street-side 
facing east had also 
been given attention. 
Four rectangular 
recesses for windows, 
topped with decora-
tive brick within the 
wall itself, were both 

understatement and 
a graceful method of 
highlighting an other-
wise dull façade.

Gliding to the bot-
tom part of one of 
these, the kestrel 
quickly gripped the 
rough surface of a 
brick windowsill with 
his slender toes and 
needle-sharp talons. 

Upset by our pres-
ence, the kestrel 
greeted us with a high-
pitched protest. “Killy, 
killy, killy,” was re-
peated several times as 
if to warn others. Using 
its tail not only for bal-
ance, it pumped it up 
and down as a means of 
expressing its disdain.

Even with the wind 
pounding us, we were 
once again in awe of 
one of our favorite spe-
cies. Atop his bluish-
gray crown was the 
typical rusty patch. 
Two black stripes ac-
cented the sides of his 
white face.

 The terra cotta color 
of his back was barred 
with black. Adorned 
with black spots was 
his buff-colored belly. 
With his rufous tail 
ending with a broad, 
black band tipped with 
white, he was hand-
some indeed. Hopefully, 
his slate-blue wings  
tapered toward his 
black primaries would 
carry him away from 
the building and us.

Leaping from the nar-
row ledge and circling 
the area again, the 
kestrel landed in about 
the same spot. Moments 
passed. Having gained 
confidence, he defied 
the northerly gusts and 
headed east with his 

narrow pointed wings 
controlling his destiny.

 Landing in a large 
elm behind one of the 
homes, he had used 
nature’s remedy for 
becoming airborne. 
Knowing where he 
wanted to go, he had 
allowed its sustained 
winds to propel him to 
the safety of the nearby 
foliage.

After a few minutes, 
he flew to a neighbor’s 
tree. Much like the 
stately, three-story 
schoolhouse to the west 
and the gymnasium, 
the American kestrel 
was a survivor. While 
humans had deter-
mined the structures’ 
preservation, nature 
had equipped the little 
raptor with an adapt-
ability to ensure its 
survival.

Knowing the kestrel 
could hunt the sur-
rounding alleys and 
easements for mice, or 
pounce upon unsus-
pecting sparrows, we 
wished him well and 
a Merry Christmas. 
Shortly after that, he 
disappeared into the 
tree’s welcoming cover.

 
Bebe McCasland is 

author of “The Scoop 
From Bird Poop.” She 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.
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By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 4 of 5 - Easy

2 3 9 1

4 7 5 8

9 4

8 3 7 4

2

4 1 6 5

6 7

2 1 9 6

6 9 3 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Bridal/Quince
Fair

“Love is in the
Air”

Permian Basin
Bridal Assc.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
CAF, Main Hanger,

Mid. Intl. A.P.
9600 Wright Drive

Quince Fashions 2 PM
Bridal Fashions 3:30 PM
$8 @ Door, $5-Pre-Reg.
till December 31, 2011

Basinbridal.org
Prizes Every Hour 229409

B u s i n e s s  C a rd s
~ Two-Sided, FREE Full Color
~ Gloss or Matte Finish
~ Available in Quantities from 250-1,000
~ Priced as Low as a Penny Each
~ Guaranteed To Impress

Moorhouse Design
432-213-8667 ~ Big Spring, TX

Merry Christmas
Holiday Services

Christmas Eve - 6 pm
Christmas Day - 10:15 am

Spring Creek Fellowship
501 Birdwell Lane

432-714-4584229645

We all have memories 
of Christmas. Some 
may not be as good as 
others, but the memo-
ries are still there. 

As parents, we are in 
the business of making 
memories for our chil-
dren. The memories we 
give them will endure 
for the rest of their 
lives; now that is an 
awesome responsibil-
ity. So as we consider 

the things we are doing 
we should ask our-
selves, are these things 
worth remembering?

Are the memories I 
am in the process of 
creating the things I 
want my children to 
keep in their memory 
banks and possibly 
share with their chil-
dren someday? Take a 
moment to collect your 
thoughts and do a bit of 

remembering. What do 
you remember about 
Christmas?

I remember going 
to the Christmas tree 
farm and walking end-
lessly in the freezing 
cold until we found the 
perfect tree and tying 
it to the top of our car 
to take home. I re-
member the trouble of 
getting the tree to stand 
straight and working 
with mom to decorate it 
with shiny ornaments, 
tinsel and angel hair 
then putting the gifts 
we had around the bot-
tom. 

I remember sneak-
ing around to watch 
my grandmother as 
she surveyed the gifts 
around the tree to see 
which was hers and I 
remember doing the 
same thing when she 
wasn’t watching. I 
remember our church 
having special services 
prior to Christmas to 
prepare us with knowl-
edge of the reason we 
celebrated the season. 

I remember our fam-
ily traditions of sitting 
in a large circle and 
hearing the Christmas 
story read and giving 
thanks for the true 
meaning of Christmas. 
Then the ceremony of 
gift opening on Christ-
mas Eve and each 

person waiting his turn 
to open the next gift 
and wondering who it 
was from. I remember 
listening to my favor-
ite Christmas songs 
and singing along with 
them. 

I remember helping 
my mom make cookies 
and getting to clean the 
last of the batter off the 
mixing bowl. I remem-
ber a clump of mistletoe 
that was always hung 
above the doorway and 
watching people trying 
to avoid walking under 
it. 

I remember singing 
Christmas carols at the 
nursing home, watch-
ing the old folks sing 
along with us, and smil-
ing as it filled my heart 
with gladness. I re-
member Christmas day 
meal when our family 
got together with our 
extended family to give 
thanks for the occasion 
and eat until we were 
totally filled 

See RAN, Page 6A
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A kestrel regains its composure

Courtesy photo

Tipping the scales at 3 to 4 ounces, the American 
kestrel has a wingspan of nearly t24 inches that 
enables it to glide, or hover, in place. Its life 
depends upon its ability to adapt to changing sea-
sons and available food sources, such as small 
reptiles, mice, birds, and insects.
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At this time of year,
newspapers and TV
trumpet the excitement of
college football teams
competing in bowl
games!

In 1923, when the
Tournament of Roses
annual football game in
Pasadena, CA moved into
a new, bowl-shaped
stadium, the game

became known as the
Rose Bowl. The term
“bowl” has been used to
describe championship
games ever since.

A successful football team works together to
achieve victory. Find a news story about
people who disagree about something. List
ways they could work together to
reach a solution.

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

TOURNAMENT
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Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Look through the newspaper to find
these football-related words:

                                         Which college team has won the most
bowl games? Cross out the word FOOTBALL each time it appears
below. The remaining letters reveal the answer.

Which team has played in
the most bowl games? The
maze leads to the answer.

Alabama
Crimson Tide

                             Today, more than 30 college bowl games are played across the
United States in December and January. Below are just some of them. Draw a line
from each of the bowl games listed below to the state in which that game is played.

DEFENSE
GAME
HELMET
PENALTY

GOAL
FIELD
WIN
STADIUM

College football
fans are known
for their intense

team loyalty.
How many

differences can
you find?

One team earned a spot to play in 35 bowl
games in 35 years, the longest consecutive

bowl game record. Fill in the missing
vowels to reveal this team’s name.

Notre Dame
Fighting Irish

Go to
www.kidscoop.com/kids to
learn how to draw a football
player, a cheerleader and a

crazy football fan, too!

Blimps fly over football
stadiums with onboard

cameras providing
spectacular overhead
views of the crowd
below. Follow these

simple steps to draw a
blimp of your own!

Complete the grid by using all
the letters in the word TEAMS in
each vertical and horizontal row.
Each letter should only be used
once in each row. Some spaces
have been filled in for you.

What do you hope to
accomplish in 2012?

Make a list of 10
things and post the

list somewhere where
you’ll see it often.

Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors
A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America



Papers of writer Dunne 
to University of Texas

AUSTIN (AP) — The professional and personal 
papers of late writer Dominick Dunne have been 
acquired by the University of Texas at Austin.

The school on Monday announced the donated 
documents will be part of the Dolph Briscoe Center 
for American History, as part of the center’s media 
collection.

The center is also home to the personal papers of 
journalists Walter Cronkite, Morley Safer, Harry 
Reasoner, Andy Rooney and Dan Rather.

Dunne, a journalist and novelist who also wrote 
for Vanity Fair magazine and appeared on Court 
TV, died in 2009. 

He covered a number of high-profile celebrity tri-
als including O.J. Simpson, Phil Spector and Claus 
von Bulow.

An exhibit of select items from Dunne’s work will 
open at the Dolph Briscoe Center in April.

Instructor dead in plane
 crash near Denton airport

DENTON (AP) — Police say a flight instructor has 
died and two student pilots survived the crash of a 
small plane returning to a North Texas airport.

Denton police Officer Ryan Grelle says searchers 
located the wreckage shortly before 6 a.m. Tuesday, 
northwest of Denton Municipal Airport.

Controllers lost contact with the Cessna 172 
around 1:45 a.m. Tuesday. Grelle says the plane, 
from U.S. Aviation Academy of Denton, had done a 
training flight to San Antonio.

Grelle says a survivor, located walking to get 
help, had head and leg injuries. The instructor was 
dead at the scene. The second student was in the 
wreckage.

Both survivors were taken to a Fort Worth hospi-
tal. No details were available on their conditions.

5 killed in plane crash 
in central Texas

BRYAN (AP) — Five people, including two chil-
dren, were killed when a single-engine plane 
crashed in central Texas and authorities say weath-
er may have played a role in the crash.

Ernest Contreras of the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety says the crash happened Monday night 
just before 10 p.m. in a farming and ranching com-
munity in Brazos County. 

Everyone aboard the plane was killed.
Contreras says the flight originated in Atlanta, 

stopped in Jackson, Miss., and was headed for 
Waco, Texas, when it crashed.

Contreras says severe weather that had been mov-
ing through the area may have played a role in the 
crash but authorities were still investigating.

Judge to decide if 
Stanford competent for trial

HOUSTON (AP) — A federal judge will hear tes-
timony on whether jailed Texas financier R. Allen 
Stanford is competent to stand trial next month.

Medical experts and others are expected to testify 
Tuesday in Houston federal court on Stanford’s 
mental state.

Stanford has been under treatment at a federal 
prison hospital in North Carolina for an anti-anx-
iety drug addiction he developed while jailed in 
Houston. 

Prosecutors say doctors at the hospital have de-
clared Stanford competent.

However, his attorneys say his addiction, as 
well as a brain injury suffered in a jail fight, have 
left him unable to think clearly or aid his own de-
fense.

Stanford is accused of bilking investors out of $7 
billion in a massive Ponzi scheme.

Stanford’s trial is set for Jan. 23.

JFK’s hearse to be 
sold at Dallas auction

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — An auction house 
specializing in collectible classic cars plans to auc-
tion the hearse used to carry the body of President 
John F. Kennedy from a Dallas hospital to Air 
Force One.

In a statement issued Monday, Barrett-Jackson 
Auction Co. of Scottsdale, Ariz., announced a Jan. 
21 auction of the 1964 Cadillac hearse.

O’Neal Funeral Home of Dallas used the hearse 
to bring a bronze casket to the hospital on Nov. 22, 
1963, the day of Kennedy’s assassination, then car-
ried the casket containing the president’s body to 
Love Field.

Earlier this year, Barrett-Jackson auctioned the 
ambulance used to carry the slain president’s body 
from Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base to 
the Bethesda Naval Hospital.

Up to 500 million 
Texas trees died from drought

COLLEGE STATION (AP) — A preliminary state 
estimate says as many as a half-billion trees died 
this year across Texas from the drought persisting 
across much of the state.

The Texas Forest Service said in a statement Mon-
day that its foresters estimated that 100 million to 
500 million trees died in the 2011 drought.

The forest service preliminary estimates found 
three areas to be hardest hit.

One, in Sutton, Crockett, Kimble and Pecos coun-
ties in West Texas, saw an extensive die-off of Ashe 
junipers.

Another, in Harris, Montgomery, Grimes, Madi-
son and Leon counties of Southeast Texas, saw a 
big die-off of loblolly pines.

Meanwhile, Bastrop and Caldwell counties in 
Central Texas saw big losses of cedars and post 
oaks.

State sues fundraisers 
for Highway Patrol Museum

AUSTIN (AP) — The Texas attorney general’s 
office has obtained a restraining order against or-
ganizations behind the Texas Highway Patrol Mu-
seum in San Antonio.

The attorney general’s office also obtained a 
freeze on the assets of the organizations.

The lawsuit filed in Austin accuses the Texas 
Highway Patrol Association and two affiliated 
groups of illegally soliciting charitable donations. 
It also accuses the groups of falsely asserting that 
donations it receives would benefit families of fall-
en state police officers.

Instead, the lawsuit alleges that proceeds of char-
itable contributions were used for personal purpos-
es, including meals, in-house pet care, entertain-
ment and unauthorized travel.
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SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Spring Tabernacle
Christmas Day Service • 10 am

Singing & Praise • Bring Your Poems!

Jesus said, “When you praise me, the spirit of 
heaviness is lifted off you.”

1209 Wright St.                                               432-270-0160
228331

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

NOW YOUR
3206 E. F.M.

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E

Plumbing - Lic# M24241

DEALER

213383

RYAN
Continued from Page 1A

of Grandma’s turkey and 
dressing and pumpkin 
pie and mom’s special 
potatoes, green beans 
homemade bread and 
lemon pie. 

I also remember 
my mom sharing her 
memory of Christmas, 
which was different 
than mine. Her mom 
had died when she was 
young and her Christ-
mas gift was usually 
either an apple or an 
orange and on special 
occasions she might 
get both. That certainly 
made me aware of how 
truly fortunate I was.

And I will never forget 
how my mom’s eyes 
would literally light up 
when she watched me 
open my gifts and it was 
only when I had kids 

of my own that I truly 
understood this.

Santa would come to 
visit me on Christmas 
Eve so when I awoke on 
Christmas morning I 
would discover his gift.

It was never a large 
gift, but it was always 
something I really 
wanted to have. I miss 
those days, but I love 
the traditions that were 
established for me to 
remember and to con-
tinue as part of my gift 
to my kids.  

As we are creating 
Christmas memories 
for our families let’s 
remember the great-
est of memories is love 
and really that’s what 
Christmas is all about.

Merry Christmas to 
all of you.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

MARYCLAIRE DALE,
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A mentally disabled 
man said he had nowhere else to go in 2001 when 
he and his high school sweetheart moved in with 
a paroled killer — who had starved a man to death 
in her closet.

A decade later, Edwin Sanabria, 31, and Tamara 
Breeden, 29, were found emaciated and sporting 
dozens of scars between them, according to photo-
graphs shown in court on Monday. 

Breeden bears most of them, with scars, welts 
and bruises marking most of her body, especially 
her scalp, along with her cauliflower ears.

Spectators gasped Monday when grim hospital 
photographs of the couple and two other victims 
were shown in court at the preliminary hearing 
of Linda Ann Weston, the convicted killer who’s 
accused of kidnapping disabled adults in a wide-
spread fraud and abuse scheme.

Sanabria, the first victim to testify, said Weston 
took him to a Social Security office soon after he 
moved in and took over his financial affairs. He 
said he never again saw his $674 monthly Social 
Security checks or food stamp card.

Police said they found dozens of identification 
cards, Social Security cards, power of attorney pa-
pers and other forms when they arrested Weston, 
who also had taken in a disabled niece who re-
ceived government benefits.

Sanabria, along with Breeden and others, moved 
with Weston and other people among Philadelphia 
and Killeen, Texas, West Palm Beach, Fla., and Nor-
folk, Va., over the past decade. They often were one 
step ahead of stiffed landlords or the law, accord-
ing to investigators in Philadelphia, who arrested 
Weston and three other people on Oct. 15, the day a 
landlord said he stumbled upon Sanabria, Breeden 
and two other people in a basement boiler room.

One of the disabled men was chained to a boiler, 

behind a door with a chain on the outside. Sanabria 
testified they had been kept there for 10 days, using 
a bucket for a bathroom and being fed just once or 
twice a day. 

Weston’s daughter had an apartment upstairs.
Sanabria spent several exhausting hours on the 

witness stand Monday, describing the years he 
spent with Weston and a crew that, by his account, 
became family. 

Under questioning from Weston’s lawyer, he con-
ceded he was never forced to move with them or 
give her control of his finances.

“Everybody moved as if you were a family, right?” 
Weston attorney George S. Yacoubian Jr. asked.

“Right,” Sanabria replied.
“At any point during the last 10 years when you 

were living with Linda, did you ever scream for 
help?” the lawyer asked.

“No,” he replied.
But he said he was not allowed to go outside with-

out permission and was typically kept in a locked 
basement, attic or closet.

Weston’s boyfriend, Gregory Thomas, adult 
daughter, Jean McIntosh, and Eddie “the Reverend 
Ed” Wright also are charged in the case.

Sanabria testified that Weston, Thomas and, less 
often, Wright beat some of the victims with bare 
hands or weapons that included bats, chains and 
extension cords.

Wright did so at Weston’s command, Sanabria 
said. And he acknowledged that he, too, frequently 
beat Breeden and fellow victim Drwin McLemire 
when Weston told him to.

Sanabria had three children with Breeden, in-
cluding a 5-year-old girl and 3-year-old boy who 
lived with the group in recent years. But he did not 
know the girl, nicknamed Little L, for Little Linda, 
was his daughter until he read it in a newspaper, 
which reported the results of DNA tests done on 
children taken in by authorities after the arrests, 

he said. 
He had been told his daughter had died and the 

girl was Weston’s, he said.
“I didn’t understand she was mine,” Sanabria 

testified.
The preliminary hearing was set to continue 

Tuesday with testimony from two more witness-
es, perhaps some of the other victims. The others 
include Herbert Knowles, 40, of Norfolk, Va., and 
McLemire, 41, of North Carolina.

More than a dozen relatives of the victims, in-
cluding Breeden’s two aunts and a sister, attended 
the hearing. They said her health is improving, but 
declined to say where she is staying. The victims 
had initially been in protective custody.

“That’s horrible to treat a human being like an 
animal,” Sanabria’s half-brother, Guillermo Bur-
gos, of Willow Grove, said during a break. “The 
next step would have been to kill them.”

The suspects, all from Philadelphia, remain in 
custody. They haven’t entered pleas. 

Weston showed little emotion during the hear-
ing, looking bored at times, although McIntosh fre-
quently suggested to her lawyer that he challenge 
the testimony.

Common Pleas Judge Patrick Dugan will deter-
mine Tuesday if there’s enough evidence to send 
the case to trial. The charges include kidnapping, 
aggravated assault, custodial interference, theft by 
deception and neglect of a care-dependent person.

The victims have the mental capacity of 10-year-
olds, authorities have said.

Police Officer John Murphy testified Monday 
about finding them and leading them out after the 
landlord cut Knowles’ chain. He said they seemed 
unaccustomed to the daylight.

“The stench in the room and on their person was 
unbearable,” Murphy said.

Asked to describe it, he said, “Basically, death.”

Man locked in Pa. cellar: I never saw gov’t checks

Texas news in brief▼
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 During the holidays, we want you to hear all 
the sounds of the season.  You are invited to try 
our new hearing technology and see what a dif-
ference it makes.
 “As part of our product study, the leading 
manufacturers of hearing aids are looking for 
31 people who will qualify as product testers 
to try these new innovative hearing solutions,” 
said Richard Davila, II of Livingston Hearing 
Aid Center. “We are proud to participate in this 
study and will pay each qualified participant 
$50 to complete the study.” 
 The On-The-Ear product markets itself with 
very little effort because it solves a really big 
problem in an innovatively cool way:  namely, 

it corrects high-frequency hearing loss without 
plugging-up the ear canal.  It lets natural sounds 
just pass through the ear canal unamplified 
and gives a hi-fidelity boost only to soft speech 
sounds.  Another of the industry’s most advanced 
hearing aids  offers clarity, convenience, style 
and superior performance on every level.  It 
offers a more natural hearing than ever before.  
It’s guaranteed not to whistle or squeal and 
gives you the ability to hear on the telephone 
like never before. 
 Call Livingston Hearing Aid Center to see if 
you qualify to participate in this study and hear 
better for the holidays.  

From West Texas Labs             Financing Available

Completely In Canal 
MSRP $2,700 ea
D200 by WTX Labs

In-The-Ear Model
MSRP $1,814 ea
D200 by WTX Labs

In-The-Canal Model 
MSRP $2,150 ea
D200 by WTX Labs

Behind-The-Ear Model
MSRP $1,650 ea
DP 7 by Starkey Labs

ANY SIZE, ANY STYLE

WANTED
31 PEOPLE

to try our new Hearing Technology during the holidays!

$1295 
each

Livingston
Audiology & Hearing Aid Center

1-888-667-0711
211 Johnson St.

in Big Spring

The tiny new  
AMP fits invisibly  

in your ear.

It’s comfortable and easily removable, so 
you’re in control of your hearing. If you’ve 

been waiting for a more affordable alternative 
to custom hearing aids, it’s time to discover 
AMP, the hearing aid for people who aren’t 

ready for a hearing aid.

*Individual results may vary. Invisibility 
may vary based on your ear’s anatomy.

You Can’t Afford Not To Hear.
Introducing an invisible* hearing aid you can afford.
You’ve never seen anything like it. AMP is 
designed to fit snugly inside your ear canal, 
where no one can see it. 
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Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 4 of 5 - Easy

5 2 7 3 8 6 9 1 4

4 1 6 2 7 9 5 3 8

9 3 8 5 4 1 7 6 2

6 8 3 9 5 7 2 4 1

1 9 5 6 2 4 8 7 3

7 4 2 1 3 8 6 5 9

3 5 4 8 6 2 1 9 7

2 7 1 4 9 5 3 8 6

8 6 9 7 1 3 4 2 5
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Partisan to the core, 
Congress careened 
toward a holiday-season 
standoff Monday on leg-
islation to prevent a 
Social Security payroll 
tax increase for 160 mil-
lion workers on Jan. 1.

“It’s time to stop the 
nonsense. We can 
resolve these differenc-
es and we can do it in a 
way that provides cer-
tainty for job creators 
and others,” said 
Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio. A House vote 
was set for Tuesday to 
seek negotiations on a 
compromise to renew 
the cuts through 2012, a 
rejection of the biparti-
san two-month exten-
sion that cleared the 
Senate over the week-
end.

In an acid response, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid accused 
Boehner of risking a tax 
increase for millions 
“just because a few 
angry tea partyers 
raised their voices.” 
The Nevada Democrat 
ruled out new negotia-
tions until the two-
month measure is enact-
ed.

That left the two par-
ties approaching 
Christmas-week grid-
lock over an effort to 
pass core elements of 
President Barack 
Obama’s jobs program 
— renewal of the tax 
cuts and long-term 
unemployment benefits 
— that Republican and 
Democratic leaders 
alike say they favored.

It was the latest and 
likely the last such par-
tisan confrontation in a 
year of divided govern-
ment that brought the 
Treasury to the brink of 
a first-ever default last 
summer, and more than 
once pushed the vast 
federal establishment to 
the edge of a partial 
shutdown.

This time, unlike the 
others, Republican divi-
sions were prominently 
on display.

The two-month mea-
sure that cleared the 
Senate, 89-10, on 
Saturday had the full 
support of the GOP lead-
er, Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, who also 
told reporters he was 
optimistic the House 
would sign on. Senate 
negotiators had tried to 
agree on a compromise 
to cover a full year, but 
were unable to come up 
with enough savings to 
offset the cost and pre-
vent deficits from ris-
ing.

The two-month exten-
sion was a fallback, and 
officials say that when 
McConnell personally 
informed Boehner and 
House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor of the deal 
at a private meeting, 
they said they would 
check with their rank 
and file.

But on Saturday, res-
tive House conserva-
tives made clear during 
a telephone conference 
call that they were 
unhappy with the mea-
sure.

“I’ve never seen us so 

unified,” Rep. Louie 
Gohmert, R-Texas, said 
as he left a two-hour, 
closed-door meeting 
Monday night where 
Republicans firmed up 
their plans. He said the 
payroll tax cut that has 
been in effect this year 
failed to create any jobs, 
but favored extending it 
for another 12 months 
because “it’s tough to 

raise taxes when you’re 
in a down economy.”

But House Democratic 
leader Nancy Pelosi said 
Republicans were 
“walking away from a 
tax cut.” And Sen. 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York, a member of the 
party leadership, 
accused Boehner of 
“claiming to support 
something and then 

sending it to a legisla-
tive graveyard where it 
never sees the light of 
day.”

Not surprisingly, the 
White House weighed 
in on the side of Obama’s 
Democratic allies.

Spokesman Jay 
Carney said Boehner 
was for the two-month 
stopgap bill “before he 
was against it” — a 

claim that the House 
speaker flatly denied.

Ironically, until the 
House rank and file 
revolted, it appeared 
that Republicans had 
outmaneuvered Obama 
on one point.

The two-month mea-
sure that cleared the 
Senate required him to 
decide within 60 days to 
allow construction on a 

proposed oil pipeline 
that promises thousands 
of construction jobs. 
Obama had threatened 
to veto legislation that 
included the require-
ment, then did an about 
face.

The president recently 
announced he was 
delaying a decision on 
the pipeline until after 
the 2012 elections.

Congress moves toward standoff over payroll tax
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My Favorite
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Own A Piece Of History Today.
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STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — Joe Paterno has 
been released from the hospital and has shown 
improvement after being treated for lung cancer, 
a person close to the former Penn State coach’s 
family said Monday.

ESPN, citing an anonymous source, first reported 
Paterno’s release.

Paterno’s tumor was showing substantial 
reduction following radiation and chemotherapy, 
according to the person who spoke on condition of 
anonymity Monday to The Associated Press due 
to the family’s desire for privacy. He was released 
Sunday.

Paterno, who turns 85 on Wednesday, was 
admitted last week after breaking his pelvis again 
in a fall at home. Doctors kept him hospitalized 
to make it easier to administer cancer treatments 
while he recovered from the fracture.

He initially injured his pelvis and right shoulder 
in August after getting blindsided accidentally by 
a receiver during preseason practice. The injuries 
kept Paterno in the press box most of the season 
before trustees fired him Nov. 9 in the aftermath of 
child sex abuse charges against retired assistant 
coach Jerry Sandusky.

Paterno testified before a grand jury investigating 
Sandusky, but prosecutors have said he is not a 
target of the investigation. Sandusky, who has 
pleaded not guilty, is awaiting trial.

Paterno hasn’t spoken publicly since his firing. 
He was diagnosed with cancer several days 
later during a follow-up visit to the doctor for a 
bronchial illness, his family has said.

The person close to the family told the AP on 
Monday that Paterno was in great spirits while 
continuing to fight the illness.

Earlier Monday, Penn State fullback Michael 
Zordich said a few players visited Paterno in 
recent weeks.

“He’s a strong person, a fighter, a leader,” 
Zordich said before practice.
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AP file photo

The Texas Rangers have won the negotiating rights to Yu 
Darvish (11), generally considered the top professional 
pitcher in Japan.

Rangers win negotiating 
rights to Japanese ace

NEW YORK (AP) — After 
losing a pair of aces in the last 
two years, the Texas Rangers 
are going global to land a new 
one.

Winner of consecutive AL 
pennants, Texas also won 
the Yu Darvish sweepstakes 
Monday night with a record 
bid of $51.7 million. Now, the 
Rangers get 30 days to nego-
tiate a contract with Darvish 
that would put Japan’s best 
pitcher at the top of their ro-
tation.

“Obviously, it’s a very ex-
citing night for our organiza-
tion, our fans and our com-
munity,” general manager 
Jon Daniels said on a confer-
ence call.

Major League Baseball an-
nounced that the Hokkaido 
Nippon Ham Fighters of Ja-
pan’s Pacific League accepted 
the highest bid for Darvish. 
That sealed offer was submit-
ted under the posting system 
by the Rangers.

“Our ownership went the 
extra mile on this one,” Dan-
iels said, declining to reveal 
specifics.

A person familiar with the 
details said the winning bid 
by Texas was $51.7 million — 
more than the $51.1 million 
posting fee the Boston Red 
Sox paid for Daisuke Mat-
suzaka in 2006. The person 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the figure 
was not made public.

Yahoo Sports and The New 
York Times reported the 
amount first.

Darvish is considered the 
best pitcher in the Japanese 
professional leagues and 
several of baseball’s biggest 
spenders were thought to be 
interested in him.

If the Rangers can close the 
deal, the 25-year-old right-
hander would join a rotation 
that already includes five 
starters: Colby Lewis, Der-
ek Holland, Matt Harrison, 

Alexi Ogando and former 
closer Neftali Feliz, moved 
out of the bullpen when the 
club signed free-agent reliev-
er Joe Nathan this offseason.

“If we’re able to sign him 
(Darvish), then we’ll have 
a very good problem on our 
hands,” Daniels said.

It’s a dynamic endeavor 
for the Rangers, buoyed by 
a lucrative television con-
tract and back-to-back AL 
championships under a new 
ownership group led by Hall 
of Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan. 
But the team is still chasing 
its first World Series title — 
and Texas knows all too well 
that nothing is done until it 
is done.

Despite a serious effort, the 
Rangers were unable to re-
sign star pitcher Cliff Lee fol-
lowing the 2010 season. They 
made it back to the World Se-
ries anyway and were within 

See RANGERS, Page 2B

49ers beat Big Ben, Steelers, 20-3
SAN FRANCISCO 

(AP) — Ben Roethlis-
berger threw a few extra 
passes in near darkness 
after the lights went out 
at Candlestick Park.

The additional throws 
were all for naught. Big 
Ben never found his 
groove playing on a bum 
ankle — and the San 
Francisco 49ers’ top-
ranked defense wasn’t 
about to let the most 
unique of home-field 
advantages get away in 
a 20-3 victory over the 
Pittsburgh Steelers on 
Monday night.

“Just wondering how 

this happens at a profes-
sional stadium,” Roeth-
lisberger said of not one 
but two blackouts.

Monday Night Foot-
ball nearly became a 
Monday Night Fiasco.

San Francisco’s lights-
out return to prime time 
helped salvage what 
could have been an em-
barrassing evening for 
everyone involved on 
the NFL’s biggest stage 
after a pair of power out-
ages delayed the game 
for close to 35 minutes 
in all.

“I just feel like San 
Francisco took a big step 

to show the NFL and to 
show the state of Cali-
fornia that they need a 
new stadium,” Steelers 
safety Ryan Clark said. 
“I think it was a very 
strategic move, and 
Candlestick may be no 
more.”

Good thing there’s a 
state-of-the-art $1 billion 
stadium in the works.

The 49ers rode stellar 
run defense once again 
to keep the ailing Ro-
ethlisberger off balance 
and maintain a hold on 
the NFC’s No. 2 playoff 
seed and a first-round 
bye.

“Electric atmosphere 
tonight,” tweeted team 
president Jed York — 
unclear if his pun was 
intended.

Vernon Davis caught 
a 1-yard touchdown 
pass for the 49ers (11-
3) one play after set-
ting himself up with a 
21-yard reception from 
Alex Smith, Frank Gore 
had a 5-yard scoring run 
and David Akers kicked 
field goals of 22 and 38 
yards to overtake Hall 
of Famer Jerry Rice for 
San Francisco’s single-
season scoring record.

“I think we showed 

the world we can play 
the game of football on 
a national stage,” Davis 
said. “At the end of the 
day that’s what it’s all 
about: respect.”

The Steelers (10-4) 
missed a key chance to 
take sole possession of 
first place in the AFC 
North and hold of the 
AFC’s top playoff spot.

Roethlisberger, play-
ing on a sprained left 
ankle that had him in 
a walking boot during 
the week, threw two 
early interceptions and 
another in the waning 
minutes — and a couple 

of light structures flick-
ered as the final ticks 
elapsed.

Even all those Terrible 
Towel-waving Steelers 
supporters in the sellout 
crowd of 69,732 couldn’t 
will their team when 
San Francisco had two 
blackout delays on its 
side.

“It’s very frustrating 
to feel like you let down 
your team and your fans 
and your coaches. It’s 
tough,” Roethlisberger 
said. “I’m not going to 
make excuses. I played

See 49ers, Page 2B

Sources: JoePa
out of hospital

Stars skate past Anaheim
DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas 

Stars didn’t get discouraged, 
even after giving up a three-goal 
lead.

Michael Ryder got the tiebreak-
ing score at 6:42 of the third pe-
riod, and the Stars went on to 5-3 
victory over the Anaheim Ducks 
on Monday night.

With the score tied at 3-all, 
Ryder skated up the slot and con-
verted Loui Eriksson’s setup for 
Ryder’s 11th of the season, fir-
ing high past goaltender Jonas 
Hiller.

“We just came up on the rush....
and I was just trying to find an 

open area in front,” Ryder said. 
“Loui made a great pass to me. I 
just managed to beat Hiller high 
glove.”

Eric Nystrom added an insur-
ance goal for Dallas at 14:19 of the 
third.

Dallas’ Alex Goligoski and 
Mike Ribeiro scored power-play 
goals over a 24-second span in the 
second period. Brenden Morrow 
also connected for the Stars, who 
built a 3-0 lead before the Ducks 
rallied late in the second period.

But the Ducks couldn’t carry 
that momentum into the final pe-
riod, and fell to 0-9-3 in their last 

12 on the road and 1-5-0 in their 
last six overall.

“I thought (the Ducks) took it to 
us in the last 10 (minutes of the 
second period), so our message 
between the second and third 
was, ‘We can’t do it with a strike 
of lightning, we have to make 
sure every line is going out there 
and working and working and 
we have to do it together,’ and 
the guys did that for the last 20,” 
Stars coach Glen Gulutzan said.

Anaheim’s Teemu Selanne got 
his 648th career goal on the pow-

See STARS, Page 2B

Mistakes catch up to Houston
HOUSTON (AP) — 

Houston coach Gary 
Kubiak saw this one 
coming.

The Texans (10-4) were 
still winning, even as 
the injuries mounted, 
but something wasn’t 
right. The offense had 
lost some sharpness 
from earlier in the sea-
son, and the mistakes 
were piling up.

The shoddy play final-
ly caught up to Houston 
in a 28-13 loss to Caroli-
na on Sunday. The Pan-
thers converted two of 
the Texans’ three turn-
overs into touchdowns, 
led from start to finish 
and snapped Houston’s 

seven-game winning 
streak.

“We’ve been sloppy 
with it and we have to 
get it fixed,” Kubiak 
said. “That’s what hap-
pens to you when you 
get that way.”

The Texans play at 
Indianapolis (1-13) on 
Thursday night, and 
Kubiak is glad another 
game is coming so soon.

Houston has seven 
turnovers in its last two 
games after committing 
only 11 in its first 12. 
Arian Foster has lost 
three fumbles in four 
games, Ben Tate lost 
one against Cincinnati 
last week and rookie 

T.J. Yates has thrown 
three interceptions in 
two games.

“We’ve got a lot of 
things to fix,” Kubiak 
said, “and maybe just a 
quick turnaround is the 
thing.”

The Texans escaped 
Cincinnati with a 20-19 
victory on Dec. 11 and 
they clinched the AFC 
South later that day. 
Houston fans celebrated 
the victory and met the 
team at Reliant Stadium 
for a pep rally, while 
behind closed doors, 
Kubiak was deeply con-
cerned at how his team 
had performed that day.

The Bengals jumped to 

a 16-3 lead, generating 
10 points from two turn-
overs in the first half. 
The defense stiffened 
and Yates saved the day 
with two gutsy drives in 
the fourth quarter.

Still, Kubiak empha-
sized protecting the ball 
in practice last week, 
putting his players in 
pads and testing the run-
ning backs in “gauntlet” 
drills.

“Obviously, it didn’t 
help,” Kubiak said, “so 
we’ll have to get back in 
there.”

Foster went over 100 
yards for the sixth time 

See TEXANS, Page 2B
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RANGERS
Continued from Page 1B

one strike of winning it 
all — twice — before the 
St. Louis Cardinals ral-
lied to take the trophy.

Then the Rangers lost 
their latest ace, C.J. Wil-
son, when the left-hand-
er agreed to a $77.5 mil-
lion, five-year contract 
with the AL West rival 
Los Angeles Angels this 
month.

“Our commitment of 
our ownership is to put 
the best team out there. 
The last couple of years 
we just haven’t been 
able to close it out,” 

Daniels said.
Bidding for the posting 

fee closed last Wednes-
day, and the Ham Fight-
ers had until 5 p.m. EST 
on Tuesday to accept. 

The fee will be paid 
only if a contract agree-
ment is reached with 
Darvish’s agents, Arn 
Tellem and Don No-
mura, MLB officials re-
marked..

If no deal is finalized, 
Darvish returns to the 
Fighters for another 
season.

Two months ago, the 
Rangers let a champi-
onship slip away. They 
don’t want the same 
thing to happen with 
Darvish.

In a statement re-
leased before the confer-
ence call, the Rangers 
said they were “pleased 
and excited” to win the 
rights to negotiate with 

Darvish.
Darvish, the son of 

an Iranian father and a 
Japanese mother, went 
18-6 with a 1.44 ERA 
last season. He had 276 
strikeouts to lead the 
Pacific League.

The Fighters gave 
him approval to negoti-
ate with a major league 
club through the post-
ing system. Matsuzaka 
and Ichiro Suzuki went 
to the majors under the 
same system.

Darvish pitched in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics 
and was a member of the 
Japanese national team 
that won the 2009 World 
Baseball Classic.

The 6-foot-5 Darvish 
has superb control and 
throws seven effective 
pitches. 

It’s expected he would 
make a front-line major 
league starter, though 

the MLB track record of 
Japanese aces is shaky.

Darvish turned pro in 
2005 at 18. His profes-
sional career got off to 
a rocky start when he 
was caught smoking in 
a pachinko parlor on an 
off day during his first 
spring training, despite 
not being old enough 
to legally smoke nor to 
gamble at the time.

In 2007, Darvish won 
the Eiji Sawamura 
Award presented to the 
top pitcher in Japanese 
professional baseball 
after posting a 15-5 re-
cord with a 1.82 ERA 
and a league-leading 210 
strikeouts.

The Red Sox signed 
Matsuzaka in 2006 to 
a six-year, $52 million 
contract, taking the to-
tal package — includ-
ing the posting fee — to 
more than $100 million.

49ERS
Continued from Page 1B

a bad football game, I turned 
the ball over and that one’s 
on me.”

San Francisco became the 
first team in NFL history to 
hold an opponent without a 
rushing touchdown through 
each of the first 14 games.

“I also want to recognize 
our defense,” 49ers coach 
Jim Harbaugh said. “NFL re-
cord for not allowing a rush-
ing touchdown in 14 games. I 
think that is huge.”

Carlos Rogers, Dashon Gold-
son and Tarell Brown made 
interceptions, while Rookie 
of the Year candidate Aldon 
Smith had 2 1/2 sacks for San 
Francisco’s stingy defense.

The 49ers also have gone 
36 games without allowing 
a 100-yard rusher. Rashard 
Mendenhall had 15 carries 

for 64 yards.
“This team has really be-

come a team,” Harbaugh 
said. I’m really proud of them 
for that.”

Roethlisberger still finished 
25 for 44 for 330 yards, but was 
sacked three times. After his 
second pick, he fumed as he 
limped off the field and could 
be seen yelling into his chin 
strap.

The 49ers made a big state-
ment in their most meaning-
ful home game since their last 
trip to the playoffs in Janu-
ary 2003, when San Francisco 
came from behind to stun the 
New York Giants 39-38 in one 
of the greatest comebacks in 
NFL history.

“It was probably the biggest 
home game since I’ve been 
here,” Alex Smith said.

They had to wait 20 minutes 
to get started after the power 
went out the first time. It 
didn’t seem to faze San Fran-

cisco.
“It wasn’t too bad. It was un-

usual,” said Alex Smith, who 
went 18 for 31 for 187 yards. 
“You don’t expect to have to 
deal with it, and it happened 
twice. But it was the same for 
both teams.”

Smith wasn’t sacked after 
being taken down 18 times 
in the previous three games, 
including nine in the Nin-
ers’ prime time flop at Balti-
more on Thanksgiving night 
against Jim Harbaugh’s big 
brother, John.

Jim Harbaugh prepared for 
the Steelers by comparing 
notes with his brother after 
the Ravens won both meet-
ings this season with Pitts-
burgh in one of the AFC’s 
fiercest rivalries.

The Steelers are 0-for-Har-
baugh this season.

“I think we need to acknowl-
edge that was 49er football to-
night,” Steelers coach Mike 

Tomlin said. “We played the 
game on their terms.”

The 37-year-old Akers, who 
long admired Rice from afar 
growing up in Kentucky, 
topped Rice’s 1987 mark of 138 
points.

Yet Akers has said he 
doesn’t feel deserving of the 
points mark over a great 
such as Rice — who clowned 
around on the field before the 
game catching passes from 
fellow Hall of Famer and for-
mer QB Steve Young, includ-
ing one in the end zone.

It was after Akers’ second 
field goal when everything 
went dark for a second time. 
Thousands of flashbulbs went 
off in the midst of the black, 
with thousands of fans sitting 
in darkness — including all 
those Steelers fans who travel 
the country with their team.

NFL security chief Jeff Mill-
er said he witnessed a trans-
former blow up while he was 

monitoring a gate outside the 
stadium, where a shooting 
during the preseason already 
put a negative light on this 
venue.

The second delay came 
early in the second quarter 
and halted the game again 
between the playoff-bound 
teams for about 15 minutes. 
Miller and other NFL officials 
gathered in the press box to 
assess the situation, remain-
ing in constant contact with 
the commissioner’s office.

This was the 49ers’ only 
Monday night game this sea-
son and their final regular-
season home game at Candle-
stick Park. The NFL certainly 
will want to make sure there 
are no problems when San 
Francisco hosts a home play-
off game next month as NFC 
West champions — and Mill-
er said he remains confident 
Candlestick can capably host 
a playoff game.

STARS
Continued from Page 1B

er play, and teammate Lubomir Visnovsky added a 
man-advantage goal.

Selanne contributed an assist to give him 1,375 ca-
reer points, moving past former Dallas center Mike 
Modano and into sole possession of 22nd on the all-
time list.

Nick Bonino also scored for Anaheim, 2-6-1 since 
Bruce Boudreau took over as coach after Randy 
Carlyle was fired on Nov. 30.

Stars rookie Richard Bachman made his fifth 
straight start — and home debut — while regular 
goalie Kari Lehtonen sat out his ninth consecutive 
game due to a groin injury. Lehtonen is skating and 
is expected to be back in the net within a week.

Morrow got the scoring underway at 9:06 of the 
opening period, striking from low in the right circle 
off a pass from Ribeiro after the linemates worked 
a 2 on 1.

The Stars hadn’t skated 5-on-3 all season, but they 
had a pair of two-man advantages in the first two 
periods.

Dallas capitalized on the second when Goligoski’s 
shot from the point glanced off Anaheim defense-
man Francoise Beauchemin and past Hiller at 1:19 
of the second period.

The Stars cashed in on a 5-on-4 advantage at 1:43 of 
the second when Ribeiro scored from the left circle 
for a 3-0 lead.

“It’s not just the goalies, it’s not just the defense-
men, it’s everybody,” Beauchemin said of his team’s 
9-19-5 start.

Selanne got the Ducks’ rally underway at 4:30 of 
the second, firing a shot from the left circle and just 
inside the near post for his 11th of the season.

Anaheim pulled within 3-2 on Visnovsky’s blast 
from the point that glanced off Dallas’ Vernon Fid-
dler and past Bachman at 14:49 of the second.

Bonino’s deflection at 18:27 of the second, his first 
goal of the season and second of his career, tied it 
at 3.

TEXANS
Continued from Page 1B

this season, but he fumbled on 
the second play of the game, and 
the Panthers promptly took a 7-0 
lead.

“I think that’s three on the 
year for me and I think I had 
three last year, so I think it stops 
here,” he said. “You know, I’m 
not going to let my team down 
no more.”

Yates, meanwhile, finally 
looked like a fifth-round pick 
after an otherwise impressive 
start to his pro career. Pressed 
into action following injuries to 
starter Matt Schaub (right Lis-
franc fracture) and backup Matt 

Leinart (broken left collarbone), 
Yates completed his first eight 
passes on Sunday before throw-
ing two interceptions.

Trailing 14-0, Houston faced 
a third down at the Carolina 43 
when linebacker Jordan Senn 
intercepted Yates’ pass to Kev-
in Walter. Cam Newton then 
guided the Panthers for another 
touchdown to drop the Texans 
into their largest deficit of the 
season.

“There’s no real reason for 
what happened,” said Yates, 
who was making his third career 
start. “I’ve just got to be able to 
see the game better — just go up 
to the line of scrimmage, delete 
decisions and kind of make pre-
snap reads a little bit better, a 
little bit faster, so I can be more 

comfortable in the pocket.”
Linebacker James Anderson 

picked off another Yates’ pass 
in the end zone midway through 
the fourth quarter. Yates slowly 
walked to the bench after the 
play and sat down next to quar-
terbacks coach Greg Knapp. 
He was quickly surrounded 
by Schaub, moving around on 
crutches, and backup quarter-
back Jake Delhomme, who was 
signed before the Atlanta game 
two weeks ago.

Yates likes getting input from 
so many voices.

“We just kind of talk stuff out,” 
Yates said. “The guys have good 
things to say and stuff to put in 
my ear, just to move on, move to 
the next play. They’re very help-
ful on the sideline.”

Relieved Colts savor first win
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Jim 

Caldwell had the same serious, 
intense look he always brings to 
Monday’s news conference.

He just sounded different.
Less than 24 hours after elimi-

nating the possibility of a win-
less season, Caldwell took a deep 
breath and sounded relieved 
that the Colts could finally focus 
on something else.

“Any time you get a win, it’s 
good, and these guys have been 
working hard,” Caldwell said. 
“The guys haven’t been com-
plaining, they’ve worked to-
gether, they’ve fought together, 

so it’s good to get a good result. 
I think it gives our guys a little 
bit of a lift.”

The Colts (1-13) will take any-
thing after this miserable sea-
son.

Peyton Manning hasn’t played 
a down for the first time in his 
career and won’t play in the fi-
nal two games, either. Team 
vice chairman Bill Polian made 
that clear Sunday..

The loss of defensive captains 
Gary Brackett and Melvin Bul-
litt, to season-ending rotator cuff 
injuries in the first two weeks, 
left a huge void.

Coaches have had to constant-
ly shuffle the offensive line and 
secondary, creating more holes, 
and it took 14 games and three 
different quarterbacks before 
the Colts posted their first win 
without Manning in 14 years. 
The last quarterback not named 
Manning to win in a Colts jersey 
was Jim Harbaugh.

Indy went 50 weeks between 
victories, losing 14 straight in-
cluding last January’s loss to 
the Jets. Worse, they didn’t even 
have a lead for more than 500 
minutes of game action this sea-
son.
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Announcements
NEED     HOLIDAY CASH?
I WILL BUY YOUR OLD GOLD 
AND SILVER JEWELRY. I’m 
buying old and foreign money 
also gold and silver coins will 
pay 10 to 20 times face value. 
Call Local Buyer for more info. 
(432)270-1078.

Cemetery Lots
2 CEMETERY Lots at Trinity 
Memorial. Call 432-267-7255 
for more infor. 

Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

432-561-7620 - Ricky Lucas
Equal Opportunity Employer

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

Help Wanted
ACTIVITY COORDINATOR

(part time)
Portfolio Resident Services 
provides onsite residential pro-
grams and activities for families 
in apartment communities. Ex-
perience preferred in teaching, 
education and/or non-profit. 
Pay rate is $14/hr for a total of 
22 hours/month. Please send 
resumes to dsherrard@ti-f.org
Please note location in subject 
line of resume submission 
along with reference code 
BSH. No phone calls please.

APPLICATOR DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for spray applicator 
driver. Class A- CDL license 
and farm experience helpful; 
but will consider training. Re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent. We offer an excel-
lent working environment and 
outstanding compensation and 
benefits package. For consid-
eration, please apply in person:

Helena Chemical Company
100 S. St. Peter

Stanton, TX 79782
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE

M/F/V/H

ATTENTION:
Universal Well Service

5212 E. IH 20
South Service Rd.

Under New & Complete 
Management

Now hiring experienced work 
over rig hands, operators, 

derricks & floors. Valid drivers 
Lic. required. Also experienced 
vac. truck, pump truck & winch 

truck drivers. Valid CDL Lic. 
required, good pay, insurance, 

benefits & uniforms.
Day phone 432-264-0775.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: Workforce Solutions; 
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard 
College).

Help Wanted
CDL DRIVERS, Sand Blasting 
Operators  and   Equipment 
Operators Wanted. Contact 
Baird Companies at 
432-466-4056.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with Hazmat Endorsement for 
Big  Spring  and surrounding 
areas.  Good   Family   and 
Employee Health Benefits. 
Must be self motivated. Call 
(325)226-5209.

DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers in 
Stanton, Texas. Requirements 
include Class A CDL with Tank 
and Hazmat endorsements. 
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1 
year tanker experience. Paid 
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family 
health & dental insurance with 
no premium contribution by the 
employee. 401K with company 
match  plus  profit  sharing. 
Company paid life insurance, 
short and long term disability, 
additional life and disability is 
available thru group coverage. 
Up to 10 days vacation starting 
first year plus 10 paid holidays. 
Uniforms provided. Call 
432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

Housekeeping and child care 
positions- Apply at Jack & Jill 
Child Care, 1708 Nolan.

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time/Temporary 
CSR. Income tax experience a 
plus. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for Mechanic, CDL Driver, 
Roustabout   Pushers   and 
Helpers.  Must  have  valid 
drivers license. Apply in per-
son at 3327 W I20 in Stanton.
432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING

Smiling Faces!
Woodforest National Bank, 

a leader in the 
Retail Banking Industry,

is looking for 
enthusiastic individuals 

with exceptional
customer service skills 

to join our team.
*Great Work Environment*

*Benefits*
*Advancement Opportunities*

Instore Retail Banker
Woodforest National Bank

201 West Marcy
Big Spring TX 79720

*Must be at least 18 years old 
with HS diploma or Equivalent* 

*1 year Customer 
Service Experience*

*Retail Sales/ 
Marketing Experience*

Apply online at:
www.Woodforest.com

Woodforest is proud to be an 
EEO/AA employer

M/F/D/V

NOW TAKING Applications:
Outgoing, Responsible, 

Self-Motivated FULL TIME 
ACCOUNT SPECIALIST for a 
fast paced Finance Company. 
Reliable Transportation, Car 

Insurance, and Excellent 
Customer Service Skills 

required. Collections/Loan 
experience preferred. Stable 
Employment with competitive 

pay and Excellent work 
environment. 

APPLY DIRECT
Western Finance
1901 B Gregg St.

Big Spring, TX EOE

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a 
Winch Truck

No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work 

manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr

Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600

1305 E. Airpark Drive

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

RAPID TRUCKING is looking 
for someone with experience to 
drive Fork Lift, to load & unload 
oil field pipe. Very good pay. 
Guaranteed Hours. Call 
(432)213-6008 or 213-7793.

WORLD FINANCE
Accepting   applications  for 
motivated individuals looking 
for an assistant manager posi-
tion.
Applicants should be goal ori-
ented with great people skills.
Experience not necessary. 
Must   have   a   high   school 
diploma and clean background/ 
credit. World offers a competi-
tive salary with full benefit 
package.
Apply in person at 121 E 3rd St 
Big Spring, TX.

Help Wanted
SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

SEEKING  REPRESENTA-
TIVE for Field Sales. Contact 
Baird Companies 
432-466-4056.

Seeking LVN to assist clients 
in the home. Call Codee @ 
1-800-458-3257  E.O.E.

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw water  supplier  for  the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications    for   following 
positions in the Big Spring 
Area.
Central Control Operator – 
Responsible for  monitoring 
water flows, pressures, and 
tank  levels  using  SCADA 
system.  Perform administrative 
support including recording 
readings, monitoring phones, 
and basic data entry.  Basic 
computer skills including Excel 
needed. This position involves 
shift work.   
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341, or our website  
www.crmwd.org

TOP NOTCH Landscaping is 
Hiring for all positions. Experi-
ence preferred. Call 
(432)213-0031 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

Travel Centers of America
Now hiring servers, cooks, and 
cashiers. Great benefits, apply 
at www.mytajob.com or call 
888-669-8256.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un-
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware-
house duties. The position re-
quires high school diploma or 
equivalent, CDL with HAZMAT 
endorsement. We offer an ex-
cellent working environment 
and outstanding compensation 
and benefits package. For con-
sideration, please apply in per-
son:

Helena Chemical Company
3104 N. Hwy 87

Big Spring, Texas
Pre-employment 

drug screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

Help Wanted
WESTERN BANK is seeking

An experienced
Executive Assistant

Excellent customer service 
skills and a willingness to work 
extensively with the public is 
required. Must have experi-
ence handling legal and loan 
documents. Should be skilled 
in Word and Excel. Job duties 
will include loan processing, 
scheduling appointments, re-
viewing documents, and other 
secretarial   duties. Legal 
Background preferred but not 
required.  Salary  is  DOE. 
Western Bank is  an  Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Please 
send resume to P.O. Box 
2767, Big Spring, TX 79720 or 
email to hr@thebank.net.

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
FOUND--- YELLOW Lab mix 
female. Young, playful, healthy. 
Free to good home if owner not 
located. Call (432)267-1567.

On the Farm
TACK & SADDLE AUCTION

Tuesday Jan. 3rd 
7:00pm

Over $100,000 
in beautiful hand

made tack and saddles
many custom ranch, roping,

and silver saddles.
Plus over 1,000 lots
of horse equipment.
Many one of a kind

custom pieces.
American Legion

501 Veterans Airpark LN
Midland,TX

Auctioneer Mike Murphy 
Lic#10151

10%Buyers Fee
Consignments Welcome

(512)943-6114

Real Estate for Rent
1011 W 4th. App. 3500 sq.  Ft. 
building. Two overhead doors, 
large office, restroom, $600 a 
month. $600 deposit. 
432-213-2319.

1703 GREGG- $1000 month. 
$1000 deposit. 432-213-2319.

3 BEDROOM, 1-1/2 bath, large 
den. $550.00 month, $435.00 
deposit for more information. 
Call (432)267-2939 after 6:00 
weekdays.

412 HILLSIDE 2 bdrm, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, granite coun-
tertops, garage and carport. 
Very Nice. $1250 month. 
$1250 deposit. 432-213-2319.

902    BIRDWELL, 3   Bdrm, 
1 bath unfurnished house, 
$650. month/ $650. deposit. 
Please call (432)270-7086.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.

220136

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Acadia AWD SLT
.

2006 Denali
AWD, Sunroof, DVD

75,000 Miles.

2011 Acadia
SLT AWD.

.

2006 F-150 STX

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

227962

$7,995 $36,995 $31,995
REDUCED

$24,995 $24,995

$44,995

2009 2500 HD SLT 4X4 Duramax
50,000 Miles

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. A friendly Classified Consultant

will help you create an ad that gets results!
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS

AUTO BODY

BUDDY & SONS
BODY SHOP

5011 E. Midway Rd.
(off 11th Place Extension)

Will Save $200
On Any Job Over $1,000

CALL
264-0623 23

04
77

FIREWOOD

23
04

81

Clean Curried
Firewood

Oak, Mesquite, Pinon
and Pecan

$300.00 per cord

Call
(325) 762-4262

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/1 
$10,000. with $1,000. Down. 
Approximately $250 monthly 
for 6 years. Owner Financing 
Available. Call 210-828-3573.

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

BY OWNER: 902   Birdwell, 
3 bdrm, 1 bath, Bonus Room, 
New Appliances, carpeting and 
paint. No Owner Finance 
(432)270-7086.

BY OWNER 1202 Buena Vista. 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, shop on 1 acre of land. 
Coahoma ISD. Zoned area. 
Call 432-466-1616, 413-7400. 

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

Legals
INVITATION TO BID

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  4,   Pre-Purchase  of 
Electrical Equipment for the Ward 
County Water Supply Expansion 
Project. Bid Deadline is December 
22, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be 
received at CRMWD 400 E. 24th 
Street, Big Spring, TX 79721-0869 
For  more  information  contact 
Marcus Grace at (816)536-6485 or 
email   mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7191 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

Legals
INVITATION TO BID

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  5,  Slab  and  Below 
Construction for the Ward County 
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is December 22, 2011 
at 3:30 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more 
information contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com Garney 
Companies, Inc is an Equal Em-
ployment/Opportunity Employer.
#7192 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

Discover Another
World, 
Read!

You never know
what you 

might find.

HOROSCOPES BY
HOLIDAY

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
FOR RELEASE:

TUESDAY, DECEMBER
20, 2011

For the second
time this
year, Venus
enters the
altruistic
realm of
Aquarius.
It’s a breezy
station for
the love
goddess,
who will be
more
inclined
toward
friendship,
philanthropy and
socializing in groups
than she will be
interested in striking up
a passionate romance.
There is an endless
number of ways to give
your heart.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19). You will
befriend the friendless.
Those who have been
displaced or who are just
wandering through will
find a tender heart in
you. You’ll bring out the
best qualities in others. 

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). As long as
your expectations are
reasonable and your to-
do list is realistic and
manageable, it will be a
fine day for executing a
series of successful

undertakings. 
GEMINI (May 21-

June 21). The demands of
your personal life are
steep lately, and it might
also be hard for you to
see why your efforts
matter. Friendships are
important, but so is your
sanity. Pull back. Strive
for balance.

CANCER (June 22-
July 22). Having a
pleasant time with a
loved one will not bring
you as close as the shared
thrill of risk and
adventure. That’s why an
element of danger will be
just the bonding agent
you crave.  

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). You’ll have a choice
between investing in
your life experiences and
investing in material
goods. Choose the former.
The memories you make
and the self-esteem you
build will outlast
possessions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). You’ll tell
people what’s in your
heart. Many would
consider this to be a
difficult undertaking, but
there are times when
you’re so overcome with
feeling that it’s the
easiest thing in the world
for you to do. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). You are usually
comforted by patterns,
and you easily sync your
personal rhythms to the

routines of life. However,
today you will benefit
from a pattern
interruption. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). You’ll raise your
self-esteem by taking on a
challenge. Whether or not
you succeed will be
irrelevant. You’ll stretch,
grow and think a little
more of yourself through
each part of your process. 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
Volunteering takes many
forms. You don’t have to
be involved with a
nonprofit, church or
charity in order to uplift
humanity. Today you’ll
make a difference by
giving your warmth, a
listening ear and a smile. 

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). Someone
wants to know about your
process. Whether this is
about a recipe, a way of
working or a method of
organizing your life, be
judicious in the sharing
of information. Your
methods have real value.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). You’ll be of
great help and guidance.
Others are depending on
you — especially
someone you know who
is confused. This one
needs to stop asking
questions and stand in
what is known. Help this
person along. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20). While you

take the time to
speculate, someone else
rushes in to seize the
moment. Watch and
learn. The early bird may
get the worm, but the
second mouse gets the
cheese. 

TODAY’S
BIRTHDAY (Dec. 20).
Wherever you go this
year, you’ll make it your
goal to bring joy to others
and to find joy there, too.
It’s part of what makes
you so popular. You have
new passion and purpose
for your work in
January. June is like one
long social experiment.
You’ll be involved with a
group whose ideas you
can really stand behind
in May. Taurus and Leo
people adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 49, 3,
31, 20 and 15.

ARIES POWER
RESOLUTION FOR 2012:
If you make only one goal
in the personal growth
department this year, I
strongly suggest this one:
Rate yourself against
your own standards, and
do not look sideways to
see how the next guy
measures up. 

The danger of
comparing yourself to
another person is that
you know everything
about yourself, good and
bad — and the bad parts
stand out in your mind,
which is only human
nature. All you know

about the other person is
their social persona —
the one in which they
have covered up or
compensated for all flaws.
That is just a tiny slice of
the whole picture and not
nearly enough of a basis
to make a fair
comparison. 

This singular goal
of essentially minding
your own business will
flood your life with the
happiness and confidence
that can only come from
knowing that you’re good
with you. 

LUCKIEST DAYS
OF THE YEAR: January
1, 2, 15; February 16, 17,
18; March 20, 21, 22; April
4, 10, 11; May 3, 20, 21;
June 4, 5, 6; July 7, 30, 31;
August 5, 6, 7; September
13, 14, 22; October 15, 16,
31; November 2, 9, 28;
December 27, 28, 29.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: There seems
to be an endless supply of
new items pertaining to
the personal life of Brad
Pitt. As a member of the
world’s most famous
multinational family, his
status as a husband and
father is constantly
monitored and speculated
upon, a fact of life that
has become de rigueur
for the Sagittarius
superstar. With six
planets in grounded earth
signs, Pitt has the
countenance to take it all
in stride. 

Dear Annie: I am a
single mother of three,
trying desperately to
make ends meet. My
paycheck is normally
gone before I get back to
work on Monday. 

I’ve been trying to find
a part-time job to
supplement my income,
to no avail. Since my
annual salary is right
above the poverty line, I
do not qualify for
government assistance.
What little money my ex
gives me is not enough.
When I ask him for more,
he subtracts it from the
next month’s support.
Now that the holiday
season is here, I’m
sinking deep into
depression. I have no
extra money for a
Christmas dinner, let
alone presents. 

There are several
members of my family, as
well as my ex’s, who are
well off, but no one offers
or even asks if I could
use some help. These
people know my situation

is difficult. Many days I
go without eating, and
sometimes I can’t cook
dinner because there’s
nothing in the house to
prepare. I’ve tried not to
be bitter, but I can’t help
wondering what I have
done in my life to be
scrimping and barely
able to get by when I see
people in the grocery
with carts full of food. 

I’m under a doctor’s
care for depression, but
my situation is really
starting to get the best of
me. I’ve been turned
down for a raise at work.
I’m not asking for
handouts. What’s a
mother to do when no
one is willing to help? —
Need a Bigger Piece of the
Pie 

Dear Need a Bigger
Piece: Can your child
support be increased
through the courts? It
might be possible to
adjust the payments. Is
there a food depository in
your area for which you

are eligible? Can you talk
to your doctor about your
medical bills or
medication costs? Are
your relatives aware of
your financial situation?
People don’t offer to help
if they don’t realize help
is needed or wanted.
Also, you might be able
to fine-tune your monthly
budget with some
assistance. Talk to your
family, and also try the
National Foundation for
Credit Counseling
(nfcc.org) at 1-800-388-
2227.

Dear Annie: I have
had it, umm, with people
who, umm, cannot get a
sentence out without
saying “umm.” 

You would think
educated people would
not do this, but they seem
to do it just as much as
those with less education.
I’ve heard both celebrities
and college professors
using “umm” when
interviewed on the
national news. Any

suggestions? — Against
Umm

Dear Against: People
tend to say “umm” as a
way to process their
thoughts before speaking,
but it can become so
habitual that they don’t
realize they are doing it.
In order for this to
change, a person must be
aware of the habit and
make an effort to stop.
Unfortunately, we don’t
see this happening
anytime soon. Sorry.

Annie’s Mailbox is written
by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy
Sugar, longtime editors of
the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions
to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net,
or write to: Annie’s Mailbox,
c/o Creators Syndicate, 5777
W. Century Blvd., Ste. 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045. To
find out more about Annie’s
Mailbox and read features
by other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit
the Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com. 

© 2011 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Tuesday, Dec. 20, 
the 354th day of 2011. There are 
11 days left in the year. The 
Jewish Festival of Lights, 
Hanukkah, begins at sunset.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 20, 1860, South 
Carolina became the first state 
to secede from the Union as all 
169 delegates to a special con-
vention in Charleston voted in 
favor of separation.

On this date:
In 1790, the first successful 

cotton mill in the United States 
began operating at Pawtucket, 
R.I.

In 1803, the Louisiana 
Purchase was completed as 
ownership of the territory was 
formally transferred from 
France to the United States.

In 1864, Confederate forces 
evacuated Savannah, Ga., as 
Union Gen. William T. Sherman 
continued his “March to the 
Sea.”

In 1945, the Office of Price 
Administration announced the 

end of tire rationing, effective 
Jan. 1, 1946.

In 1961, playwright-director 
Moss Hart, 57, died in Palm 
Springs, Calif.

In 1963, the Berlin Wall was 
opened for the first time to 
West Berliners, who were 
allowed one-day visits to rela-
tives in the Eastern sector for 
the holidays.

In 1978, former White House 
chief of staff H.R. Haldeman 
was released from prison after 
serving 18 months for his role 
in the Watergate cover-up.

In 1987, more than 4,300 peo-
ple were killed when the Dona 
Paz, a Philippine passenger 
ship, collided with the tanker 
Vector off Mindoro island.

In 1989, the United States 
launched Operation Just Cause, 
sending troops into Panama to 
topple the government of Gen. 
Manuel Noriega.

In 1999, the Vermont Supreme 
Court ruled that homosexual 
couples were entitled to the 
same benefits and protections 
as wedded couples of the oppo-
site sex.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Audrey Totter is 94. Actor John 
Hillerman is 79. Actress 
Kathryn Joosten is 72. Rock 
musician-music producer 

Bobby Colomby is 67. Rock 
musician Peter Criss is 66. 
Psychic/illusionist Uri Geller 
is 65. Producer Dick Wolf (“Law 
& Order”) is 65. Rock musician 
Alan Parsons is 63. Actress 
Jenny Agutter is 59. Actor 
Michael Badalucco is 57. 
Actress Blanche Baker is 55. 
Rock singer Billy Bragg is 54. 
Rock singer-musician Mike 
Watt (The Secondmen, 
Minutemen, fIREHOSE) is 54. 
Actor Joel Gretsch is 48. 
Country singer Kris Tyler is 47. 
Rock singer Chris Robinson is 
45. Actress Nicole deBoer is 41. 
Movie director Todd Phillips is 
41. Singer David Cook 
(“American Idol”) is 29. Actor 
Jonah Hill is 28. Singer JoJo is 
21.

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Videos 
Asombrosos

Newswest 9 Married Schwarz (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Babar Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Dr. Diana Paid Paid Paid Manny

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Home Im Uri Harel Arthur Popoff TriVita Paid Angel Mickey 
Mouse

SportsCenter 
Life Home Im Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Popoff

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Prince Light of the 
Southwest 
Round-Up 
Special

Curious J. Meyer Vacuum Paid Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Prince Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Prince Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

Swamp Log-
gers

Movie: 
Heidi, Arthur 
Treacher

DEA Charmed Bernie Movie: 
Beauty and 
the Beast

SportsCenter 
Chris Payne Dinosaur Bernie

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

The People’s 
Court

Live! With 
Kelly 

La Esclava 
Isaura (SS)

Today Browns McGee Sesame 
Street

Jeremy Kyle Swamp Log-
gers

CSI: NY Supernatural Bernie ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hoy (SS) Browns L. Moore Bernie Austin

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Today Payne Yohanan Sid Payne Swamp Log-
gers

Movie: The 
Sandlot: 
Heading 
Home 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Parkers Austin SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Jim Sid Roth WordWrld Payne Parkers Good 

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Casos de 
Familia

Justice Young & 
Restless

Doña Bár-
bara (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Yes, Dear House Curious The 700 
Club 

Swamp Log-
gers

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Smallville My Wife Good ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Yes, Dear Swallow Cliff Pup My Wife Good 

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Esperanza 
Cor.

Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Smart Focus 4 Swamp Log-
gers

(:15) Movie: 
Nutty Profes-
sor II: The 
Klumps 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Movie: 
Sunset Park, 
Carol Kane 

Random SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Light. Fine Art Random

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Ni Contigo, 
Ni sin Ti

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Sweet Steve Wilkos 
Show

Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas ANT Farm SportsCenter NFL Prime-
Time Raymond Ciao Italia ANT Farm

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Dos Hogares 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Life Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Chris ANT Farm 1st & 10 Report
Raymond Martha Life (:45) Movie: 

All I Want for 
Christmas 

Chris ANT Farm Numbers Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Rachael Ray El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Browns Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order My Wife Jessie Le Batard NFL Live 
Judge Friends WordGirl Browns My Wife Jessie Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Judge G. CBS7 María Ce-
leste

News Friends Retro Fetch! 70s Show Dirty Jobs Auction Law & Order Parkers Jessie SportsNation Around
Jdg Judy Judge G. CBS 7 Inside Ed. Friends B. Swann Cyber ’70s (:45) 

Movie: The 
Toy, Scott 
Schwartz 

Auction Parkers Jessie Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Big Bang News Noticias News King Scrivner Charlie Rose ’Til Death Dirty Jobs Auction Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Shake It NFL32 SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Big Bang CBS Noticiero News King Uri Harel King Auction Good 

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Cuando Me Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Mark Blitz PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld Dirty Jobs Auction Bones Phineas College 
Basketball: 
Samford at 
Kentucky.

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld L. Moore Seinfeld Auction Movie: Why 
Did I Get 
Married?, Jill 
Scott 

ANT Farm Football

  :PM
 7 :30

Last Man Familia-
Suerte

Glee NCIS Una Maid en Still Standing Big Bang Upd Lidia Cel-
ebrates

90210 The Best Movie: A 
Christmas 
Carol, 
Edward 
Woodward 

Auction Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Austin College Foot-
ball: Beef ’O’ 
Brady’s St. 
Petersburg 
Bowl

Last Man Big Bang Alewine The Best Auction Movie: Full-
Court Miracle   :PM

 8 :30
Middle Fuerza-Des-

tino
New Girl NCIS: Los 

Angeles
Flor Salvaje 
(SS)

SNL 
Presents: A 
Very Gilly 
Christmas

Big Bang Light of the 
Southwest

Christmas at 
St. Olaf

Ringer Dirty Jobs Auction Movie: Deck 
the Halls 

College 
Basketball: 
Butler at 
Gonzaga.

Suburg. Raising Big Bang Auction

  :PM
 9 :30

Body of 
Proof 

Aquí y Ahora 
(SS)

Simpsons Unforgettable La Casa de 
al Lado

Big Bang Tree Lighting Cops Swamp Log-
gers

Flip Men Reed Phineas
How I Met Big Bang ’Til Death Movie: A 

Christmas 
Carol, 
Edward 
Woodward 

Flip Men Reed Shake It

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Chevalme Charlie Rose King Dirty Jobs Auction CSI: NY Reed Austin SportsCtr
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Sin Senos no Jay Leno Dr. South Pk Auction Reed ANT Farm Sport Sci. SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Hasta-Dinero Law Order: 
CI

Offi ce Ministerios 
Vida

World South Pk Swamp Log-
gers

Auction Movie: Deck 
the Halls 

Reed Wizards NFL Live 
Late Decisiones 

(SS)
Late Night Offi ce T. Smiley Roseanne Auction Reed Wizards

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Mañana-
Siempre

Raymond Conan Upd (Off Air) Roseanne The Best Movie: The 
Toy, Scott 
Schwartz 

Flip Men Wendy Wil-
liams

Good SportsNation SportsCenter 
Paid Fam. Guy Insider Pagado News Alewine Focus 4 The Best Flip Men Good 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid La Jaula American Ent Pagado (:06) Today Seinfeld Light of the 
Southwest

Homecoming Dirty Jobs Auction Franklin & 
Bash 

Movie: 
Sunset Park, 
Carol Kane 

Random E:60 SportsCenter 
Paid Par Ases TMZ Paid Pelicula: 

Crónica de 
un Amor 
(SS)

Seinfeld Auction ANT Farm

  :AM
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

King/Hill (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
Crocodile 
Dundee in 
Los Angeles

Study Popoff (:15) Movie: 
All I Want for 
Christmas 

Auction Law & Order Deck SportsCenter College 
FootballPaid Born Paid Auction Deck

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: The 
Station 
Agent

Carson In Touch Z. Levitt Paid Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas SportsCenter 
Cámara Early Tdy Fitness Paid Paid Paid Phineas

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Your Health Paid Stooges Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas SportsNation SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Stooges Paid Popoff Phineas
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