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Under the direction of Rocky Harris, the Big Spring High School Band accompanies BSHS Theater Director 
Tabatha Wright’s narration of “The Night Before Christmas” during the band’s annual Christmas Concert 
Sunday in the high school auditorium.

Routine
agenda
faces
council
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring City Council is ex-
pected to approve final reading of a 
resolution streamlining the way the 
Big Spring Economic Development 
Corporation will deliver its quarterly 
reports to the governing body during 
its meeting Tuesday evening

Under the existing requirements, 
the Big Spring EDC Board of Direc-
tors are required to meet with the city 
council during their quarterly meet-
ings, according to EDC Director Terry 
Wegman.

However, the proposed changed — 
which passed first reading during the 
council’s Nov. 8 meeting — would al-
low the quarterly meetings to take 
place with just the council and Weg-
man present, according to city offi-

cials.
“During our quarterly 

meetings with the council, 
the majority of the presen-
tations are made by me,” 
Wegman said. “So, there’s 
really no reason for the 
board members to be re-
quired to be there. This 
change will simple allow 

us to be more flexible and move these 
items along to the city council more 
quickly, and with a lot of these things, 
time is a critical element.”

City Attorney Linda Sjogren agreed, 
saying the former process — which 
involved the performance agreements  
having to first be entered into the EDC 
board of director’s meeting minutes 
before going to the council, a process 
that could take 30 to 45 days — wasn’t 
as expeditious as those involved would 
like. 

“This will simply allow the EDC 
director to bring the performance 
agreements to you as they have been 
approved by the EDC (board of direc-
tors) ... everything else in the resolu-
tion is the same as what we’ve been 
doing,” Sjogren told the council dur

See COUNCIL, Page 3

Wegman

‘Twas the night 
before Christmas ...’

Scan for web content

Thieves nab soldier’s tailgate
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

When 20-year-old Phillip Weaver 
made the drive from Fort Bliss, El Paso, 
to Big Spring to pay his respects to his 
great-grandfather, who was in hospice 
care at the local VA Medical Center, he 
probably didn’t imagine his trip back 
would be several pounds lighter.

However, that’s exactly what hap-
pened for the young man, who is cur-
rently enlisted in the U.S. Army, who 
said a quick stop by a local restaurant 

for a meal left him — and his vehicle — 
short a pickup tailgate.

“I had visited my great-grandfather 
— W.C. Odell — and stopped by the Red 
Dragon restaurant on Gregg Street to 
get some dinner,” Weaver said. “When 
I came out of the restaurant, the tailgate 
of my truck was gone. I couldn’t believe 
it. Someone had actually stolen my tail-
gate.

“I can see someone stealing a tail-

See THIEVES, Page 3

An illuminating celebration
By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

Fifteen years and going strong. 
The Festival of Lights at Coman-

che Trail Park will be turned on 
again starting Thursday and stay lit 
until Dec. 31.

“This all started as I was riding on 
a float in the parade one year and a 
lady asked me why they don’t light 
up the park,” Festival of Lights 
founder Pat Simmons said. “I don’t 
know who they are, but I told her I 
would look into it.”

With that one simple question, 
Simmons’ imagination ran wild 
and 15 years later her dream of 
little diamonds sparkling through-
out the park have blossomed into 
6-foot poinsettias, candy canes and 
more than a million lights spread 
throughout the park. 

“My little diamonds turned into 
poinsettias, which make sense since 
the poinsettia is a holiday flower,” 
Simmons said. 

However, this year, the lights 

won’t be limited to Comanche Trail 
Park. Three poinsettias will once 
again be located on top of Scenic 
Mountain. 

“The flowers haven’t 
been up there the past 
three years due to the 
lack of a power source,” 
Simmons said. “This 
year, we have the pro-
pane generator to pro-
vide the power and they 
will once again be back 
up on the mountain.”

The expansion doesn’t stop there. 
though. The air park will be home to 
a 150 foot poinsettia flanked by three 
50 foot poinsettias, which will greet 
the estimated 18,000 cars traveling 
by on Interstate 20 daily. 

“Skip Burcham, one of our com-
mittee members, had wanted to put 
these out there and it’s something 
the committee voted on and thought 
would be a good idea,” Simmons 
said. “The poinsettias will be able to 
be seen from I-20 and Highway 80.”

Last year more than 20,000 peo-
ple traveled from all over, includ-
ing from 38 states and 14 countries 
to see the Festival of Lights. This 
year, Simmons said her goal is to 
have 25,000 people come through the 
park. 

During the drive through the park 
this year, a few things will be differ-
ent on top of the expansions outside 
the park. A tribute honoring vet-
erans will be added in the diorama 
area where the Settles Hotel lighted 
figure usually stands. Included in 
the display will be a vinyl banner 
featuring a picture of the memorial 
statue placed outside the VA Medi-
cal Center of George H. O’Brien 
that will illuminated by a flood light 
and surrounded by patriotic icicle 
lights. 

Four new Adopt-A-Spot sponsors 
have also been added, bringing the 
total number of adopt a spots to 38 
for the 2011 Festival of Lights. Holy

See LIGHTS, Page 3

15th annual Festival of Lights switches on Thursday

Simmons



Jackie Faye Bowden
Jackie Faye Bowden, 78,  of Big Spring, died 

Monday, December 12, 2011 in a local nursing 
home.  Her services are pending with Nalley-Pickle 
& Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring.

to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• CHRISTOPHER GENE BAKER, 25, was booked 
in to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of speeding.

• ALVINO NOYOLA, 59, was transferred to the 
county jail by another agency on a charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

• ROY G. CERVANTES, 32, was arrested Saturday 
by the HCSO on a charge of bail jumping – failure 
to appear.

• TORY PETE MARTINEZ, 17, was booked in to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of 
burglary of a habitation with intent to commit 
other felony, bandoning/endangering a child – 
criminal negligence and minor in consumption of 
alcoholic beverage.

• CHRISTIAN ROSALES, 22, was booked in to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• A.L. THOMPSON III, 32, was arrested Saturday 
by the HCSO on a charge of no valid driver’s 
license.

• STACEY LYNN PENDLETON, 36, was arrested 
Saturday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

• DEMETRIAUS DRON EDWARDS, 35, was 
booked in to the county jail Saturday by the Martin 
County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of driving while 
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension.

• JOSEPH LEE MUNOZ, 37, was booked in to the 
county jail Saturday by the Martin County Sheriff’s 
Office on an Austin Parole Division Blue Warrant.

• EZAU JOVVANY MELENDEZ, 23, was booked 
in to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of failure to display driver’s license.

• OSCAR ORTIZ, 22, was booked in to the county 
jail Sunday by the BSPD on an Austin Parole war-
rant.

• JOE THOMAS RODRIGUEZ, 23, was booked in 
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of disorderly conduct.

• STEVEN LOYD BATEMAN, 32, was booked in 
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• KALIN JORDAN WHITEHEAD, 25, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on a municipal warrant for driving 
while license invalid.

• LEROY ELMER DOLLEY, 42, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• CHRISTOPHER SHANE HAHN, 24, was booked 
in to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• RICHARD GLENN SPINKS, 38, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

• KYLE LARAND COMBS, 40, was booked in to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated – third or more offense.

• ARTURO VASQUES, 42, was booked in to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• RICHARD GLENN SPINKS, 38, of Odessa, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• LEROY ELMER DOLLEY, 42, of 7000 I-20 S. 
Service Rd., was arrested Monday on a charge of 
driving while license invalid.

• STEVEN LOYD BATEMAN, 32, of 800 S. Nolan 
St., was arrested Sunday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• KYLE LARAND COMBS, 40, of Waskom, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of driving while intox-
icated – third or more offense.

• CHRISTOPHER SHANE HAHN, 24, of Bruceville, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 1500 block of 
Sycamore.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 61 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• KENDALL JACKSON, 24, was booked in to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of no 
driver’s license, violation of a promise to appear 
and municipal warrants for driving while license 
invalid and violation of a promise to appear.

• DAVID RAY HENSON, 42, was booked in to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• PAUL EVERETTE JORDAN, 51, was booked in 

Donald Williams
Donald Williams, 67, of Big Spring died Monday, 

Dec. 12, 2011, in a Lubbock hospital. His services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Ramona M. Tijerina
Ramona M. Tijerina, 62, of Big Spring died 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011, at Midland Memorial 
Hospital. Services are pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. 

Martha Grant
Martha Grant, 86, of Big Spring, formerly of Fort 

Worth died Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011, at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center. Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Scott Andrew Woolverton
Scott Andrew Woolverton, 48, of 

Lusby, Md., formally of Big Spring, 
Texas, passed away suddenly Dec. 
7, 2011, at St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Leonardtown, Md. 

Scott was born Sept. 16, 1963, in 
Big Spring, Texas, to the late 
Raymond James and Mary Lou 
Chagnon Woolverton. 

Scott was employed as parts man-
ager for Fitzgerald Auto Mall of 
Lexington Park, Md.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Lee Woolverton; 
daughter, Andrea Lee Woolverton of Columbus, 
Ohio; step-daughter, Mary Elizabeth Porras of 
Gulfport, Miss.; step-son, Frank Rene Porras of El 
Paso, Texas; sisters, Micki Maddux and husband 
Fred, Irene Weimer and husband Jerry and Jessica 
Greenwood and husband Cory; brothers, Ed 
Woolverton and wife Naomi, Jim Woolverton and 
wife Kathy and Tom Woolverton and wife Diane. 
He is also survived by several nieces, nephews.

The family will received friends at Rausch Funeral 
Home, P.A., 20 American Lane, Lusby, Md. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2011, at 10 a.m. until the time 
of the service celebrating Scott’s life at 11:30 a.m. 
Interment will be private.

Donations in Scott’s memory may be sent to St 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105.

Edwinna Vincent Carr
Edwinna Vincent Carr went to be 

with the Lord on Thursday, Dec. 8, 
2011, at Parks Methodist Retirement 
Village in Odessa, Texas. She was 
surrounded by her three daugh-
ters, Sidney Arrick of Odessa, 
Texas, Mariless Frazier of Tarpley, 
Texas, and llameta Moore of 
Landrum, S.C., and her son-in-law, 
John Arrick of Odessa, and her 
long-time nurse, Sharon Fowler, 
who became a part of her family.

Edwinna was born in Linn Creek, Mo., on Jan. 18, 
1916. After a few years of her childhood spent in 
Okmulgee, Okla., she lived in Linn Creek and 
Eldon, Mo. After graduating from Eldon High 
School she attended William Woods College in 
Fulton, Mo. She married Fred Irving Carr of 
Eldon.

Before her marriage, she worked for the Missouri 
Employment Commission in Rolla, Mo. After their 
marriage, Edwinna and Fred owned restaurants in 
Eldon. She lived in Eldon while Fred was serving 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II. After moving 
to Texas, she managed the cafeteria at Gay Hill 
Elementary in Luther, Texas, for a couple of years.

She then began a career in sales with World Book 
Encyclopedia. She saw her work as a mission to 
bring this educational resource into homes across 
the empty spaces of West Texas, opening up the 
wonders of the world to children. She went on to be 
a regional manager for World Book in Arizona, 
bringing this product into schools and libraries. As 
a part of her responsibilities, she hired, trained and 
managed personnel.

She was devoted to her three daughters and her 
beloved husband. She loved with a self-sacrificial 
love, never thinking of self but always of her fami-
ly. She and Fred were blessed with three wonderful 
son-in-laws who loved them like they were their 
own parents. Further blessings came with their 
seven grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. 
She passed on to her children and grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews (who lovingly refer to her as  
“Aunt Winna”) the blessings of the ties that bind 
hearts in human love.

She was a member of The First Methodist Church, 
teaching Sunday School and serving on boards in 
various churches.

Edwinna is survived by her daughters, her three 
sons-in law, John Arrick, Mack Frazier of Tarpley, 
Texas, and Maj. Gen. Burt Moore of Landrum, S.C.; 
her grandchildren, Brooke Arrick Everrett of Big 
Spring, Texas, Jamie Arrick Anderson of Odessa, 
Jay Arrick of Odessa, Lezlae Frazier Grubb of 
Brentwook, Tenn., Shad Frazier of Edmund, Okla., 
Dr. Meredith Moore of Denver, Colo., and Lt. Col. 
Jon Burton Moore of Columbus, Miss.; and 12 great-
grandchildren.

The family sends its appreciation for the loving 
care of the staff of Parks Methodist Retirement 
Village and Compass Hospice with special thanks 
to Kyle Yarbrough. In lieu of flowers, donations to 
Parks Methodist Retirement Village and Compass 
Hospice would be appreciated.

Services will be held Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2011, in the 
parlor of Odessa First Baptist Church at 4:30 p.m. 
Services are under the direction of Sunset Funeral 
home and Memorial Gardens, 6801 E. Bus. 20, 
Odessa, Texas 79762.

Paid obituary
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Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

Specializing Training In:
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500 229185

Christmas-Time Is Here!

H Jewelry H Toys H Gifts
H Ariat Boots  H Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.          432-267-6411

218856

Sportz -N- Trinketz

H Soup   H Sandwiches H Blue Bell Ice Cream
  H Pies H Cobblers H Cookies & So Much More!

Monday - Saturday • 10:30am-9 pm

206 S. Main                                                                            432-264-0880

229415

Soups & Sandwiches

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Tue

12/13

64/57
A few show-
ers early in
the day.

Sunrise:
7:38 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Wed

12/14

66/41
Partly cloudy
and windy.
Highs in the
mid 60s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Thu

12/15

60/35
Plenty of
sun. Highs in
the low 60s
and lows in
the mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Fri

12/16

55/42
Few show-
ers. Highs in
the mid 50s
and lows in
the low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:40 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Sat

12/17

56/41
Showers
possible.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:41 AM

Sunset:
5:43 PM

Brownsville
82/65

Houston

70/59

Austin
68/61

Dallas
65/58

El Paso
67/43

Amarillo
52/46

San Antonio
73/65

Big Spring

64/57

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 64 58 t-storm Kingsville 79 66 t-storm
Amarillo 52 46 t-storm Livingston 68 55 pt sunny
Austin 68 61 t-storm Longview 66 56 cloudy
Beaumont 67 57 pt sunny Lubbock 60 49 t-storm
Brownsville 82 65 t-storm Lufkin 68 54 pt sunny
Brownwood 63 58 t-storm Midland 67 55 t-storm
Corpus Christi 76 66 t-storm Raymondville 82 64 t-storm
Corsicana 66 58 cloudy Rosenberg 72 60 cloudy
Dallas 65 58 rain San Antonio 73 65 t-storm
Del Rio 65 60 t-storm San Marcos 70 61 rain
El Paso 67 43 t-storm Sulphur Springs 67 57 cloudy
Fort Stockton 70 50 cloudy Sweetwater 63 58 t-storm
Gainesville 60 54 rain Tyler 66 55 cloudy
Greenville 64 55 cloudy Weatherford 61 55 rain
Houston 70 59 cloudy Wichita Falls 61 52 rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 60 41 pt sunny Minneapolis 37 29 cloudy
Boston 47 31 pt sunny New York 48 35 sunny
Chicago 39 35 cloudy Phoenix 54 46 rain
Dallas 65 58 rain San Francisco 59 44 sunny
Denver 39 26 cloudy Seattle 40 35 cloudy
Houston 70 59 cloudy St. Louis 47 44 rain
Los Angeles 62 41 rain Washington, DC 52 35 sunny
Miami 79 69 pt sunny

Moon Phases

Full
Dec 10

Last
Dec 18

New
Dec 24

First
Jan 1

UV Index

Tue

12/13
1

Low

Wed

12/14
3

Moderate

Thu

12/15
3

Moderate

Fri

12/16
3

Moderate

Sat

12/17
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service
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PerfectHeat Saunas
• Soothing Infrared
• EZ Setup, Ships Free!
• Visit www.FamilyPoolFun.com/Saunas

Stop the Pain of:

Liberty Plus Infrared Heater
• Heat for less with true Infrared Heat!
• Stay warmer (faster)!
• Visit www.SpendLessOnHeat.com

Aches, Stress & 
Unwanted Pounds

Libe trty Plus Infraredd HHeater

High Heating Cost
Saunas 

as low as 
$839.95!

Heater 
only $199!

Aches, Stress &  
Unwanted Pounds

BW Inc., an
A+ BBB Rating

In Business Since 1990

    LIFE TIME WARRANTY

Call Now... 800-950-2210
Exclusive

B u s i n e s s  C a rd s
~ Two-Sided, FREE Full Color
~ Gloss or Matte Finish
~ Available in Quantities from 250-1,000
~ Priced as Low as a Penny Each
~ Guaranteed To Impress

Moorhouse Design
432-213-8667 ~ Big Spring, TX

Bridal/Quince
Fair

“Love is in the
Air”

Permian Basin
Bridal Assc.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
CAF, Main Hanger,

Mid. Intl. A.P.
9600 Wright Drive

Quince Fashions 2 PM
Bridal Fashions 3:30 PM
$8 @ Door, $5-Pre-Reg.
till December 31, 2011

Basinbridal.org
Prizes Every Hour 229409

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 12-31-11

228603

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/11
228213

Expresso - Latte - Cappuccino
Buy 1 Get 2nd Half Off

Call In Orders Welcome
110 Main St. (West Boxcar)    263-1133

NOW OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 7-2:30

Fri Nights 6-9 pm

22
76

66

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Ramona M. Tijerina, 
62, died Saturday.  
Services are pending at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1

ing its previous meet-
ing.

Also during Tuesday’s 
meeting, the council will 
consider final reading of 
a resolution to pay back 
wages and damages to 
current and former city 
employees, part of a law-
suit brought against the 
municipality concern-
ing errors in overtime 
calculations.

“This all stems from 
an error Mr. (John) Me-
dina discovered shortly 
after he took over as hu-
man resources director 
in the way we were cal-
culating the overtime, 
the regular rate for over-
time, in the fall of 2009,” 

Sjogren said. “The point 
of this resolution is to 
make the same settle-
ment terms, the same 
benefits available to all 
employees, even if they 
didn’t participate in the 
lawsuit. We wanted to 
be equitable to every-
one.”

According to munici-
pal records, city offi-
cials became aware the 
method used to calcu-
late its regular rate for 
overtime was possibly 
incorrect, which soon 
spawned a lawsuit filed 
by affected employees, 
including a lawsuit filed 
by a group of firefight-
ers employed by the 
Big Spring Fire Depart-
ment.

Municipal records 
indicate the lawsuit 
culminated in a medi-

ated settlement agree-
ment between the par-
ties whereby the “city 
agreed to pay to each 
plaintiff the greater of 
two different methods of 
calculating the back pay 
owed for back wages for 
specific periods of time 
in consideration for a 
release of any claims to 
back wages.

“From the beginning, 
when we first found the 
error, the council told 
me and the city manag-
er has told me we were 
going to pay everyone 
what they are owed,” 
Sjogren said. “We don’t 
want for anyone to be 
shorted. That’s been our 
position all along.”

Sjogren said in some 
cases the miscalcula-
tions could result in em-

ployees owing the city, 
however, municipal offi-
cials have no intentions 
of attempting to recover 
those funds.

Also during Tuesday’s 
meeting, the council is 
expected to meet with 
Butch Davis, engineer 
with Parkhill, Smith & 
Cooper Inc. regarding 
rehabilitation of the 
city’s water and waste-
water treatment plants, 
as well as a plan to es-
tablish an emergency 
water supply.

Tuesday’s meeting is 
expected to get under 
way at 5:30 p.m. in the 

City Council Chambers, 
located at 307 E. Fourth 
Street. Fore more in-
formation call 264-2401. 
Also, a complete copy of 
the meeting agenda can 
be found online at www.
mybigspring.com

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Call 263-7331
to subscribe

LIGHTS
Continued from Page 3

Trinity Catholic Parish, 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Pro-life committee, 
Adult Protective 
Services and Big Spring 

Fire Department jumped 
on board this year.  

“Several organiza-
tions, schools, clubs and 
other community mem-
bers have adopted a spot 
and serve as a big help 
in putting on the Festi-
val of Lights,” Simmons 

said.
For those wanting to 

take part in the Festival 
of Lights this year, there 
are still opportunities 
available. Greeters and 
workers in the gift shop 
are still needed. The gift 
shop will be open Thurs-

day with an opportunity 
for pictures with Santa 
on Friday and Saturday 
and Dec. 21-23 from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

“Another added incen-
tive this year is if people 
will stop in at the gift 
shop they can register 

to win a 6-foot poinset-
tia,” Simmons said. 

The winner of the poin-
settia will be announced 
Dec. 23. All entries must 
be made in the gift shop 
between Thursday and 
Dec. 23. 

For information on 

how to volunteer, call 
Debbie Wegman at 264-
2516. 

Contact Staff Writer 
Amanda Moreno at 263-
7331 ext. 234.or by e-mail 
at life@bigspringherald.
com

THIEVES
Continued from Page 1

gate. Things get stolen 
all the time. The thing 
that really got to me was 
I had a U.S. Army logo 
sticker on the tailgate. 
You’d like to think they 
would see that and 

maybe think twice, but 
not these thieves. It just 
blew my mind.”

Weaver’s plight was 
brought to the atten-
tion of the Herald by the 
young man’s mother, 
Michele Daniels, who 
contacted the newspa-
per by e-mail.

“I thought how awful 
to go to Big Spring to be 

able to see your great-
grandfather, who is 
dying, which is stress-
ful enough,” Daniels 
writes, “but now he 
is even more stressed 
knowing his tailgate 
was stolen.”

Weaver said his great-
grandfather passed 
Dec. 4, leaving him, his 

great-grandmother — 
Big Spring’s own Mary 
Odell — and the rest of 
their family to cherish 
his memory.

As for the young veter-
an’s tailgate, that, well, 
is a slightly different 
story.

“It’s been reported to 
the police, but I haven’t 

heard anything from 
them yet,” he said. “I 
don’t know that I will. I 
really don’t know what 
to think about the whole 
thing. I’m just glad I got 
to see my great-grandfa-
ther.”

Anyone with informa-
tion on this or any other 
crime is encouraged to 

contact the Big Spring 
Police Department at 
432-264-2550 or the Big 
Spring Area Crimestop-
pers at 432-263-TIPS 
(8477) OR 432-264-TIPS 
(8477).

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232.

Take note
• Big Spring High School Auditorium is the new 

location for the Big Spring Symphony’s Dec. 17 per-
formance of the Nutcracker Ballet.  The 7:30 p.m. 
event will feature the Midland Festival Ballet per-
formers and the full Big Spring Symphony Orches-
tra.

• Holy Trinity Catholic Youth Group is collecting 
good coats, blankets, heaters, scarves, gloves for 
the community. The needy in our community can 
come to Holy Trinity Church Hall on Sunday, Dec. 
18, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 1009 Hearn St. in Big 
Spring to look through the items we’ve collected. 
Refreshments will be served.

• A benefit account for the Arguello family, who 
lost two family members in a recent house fire  in 
Coahoma, has been established at Western Bank. 
Interested persons can contribute to the account at 
any of the bank’s three locations (two in Big Spring; 
one in Coahoma). For more information, call 432-
394-4256. 

• An account has been established at Wells Far-
go to help defray medical expenses for 4-year-old 
Zayde Stallings, who recently died of a rare heart 
condition. She was the daughter of Kenny and Re-
nea Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more infor-
mation, contact Four Seasons Insulation and Sid-
ing at 264-8610. The account number is 7938527277.

• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith Funer-
al Home for Mike Williams, 39, a lifetime resident 
of Big Spring who died Nov. 1. He leaves behind 
a wife and seven children. Any donations can be 
brought to the funeral home office at 301 E. 24th St. 
For more information, call 267-8288.

• American Cancer Society will have its board 
meetings at noon on the second Tuesday of the 
month through April. Lunch will be furnished. 

Meetings will take place at Home Hospice, located 
at 111 E. Seventh. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Training 
will be provided and geared to your time frame. 
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well as 
sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more in-
formation or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett 
at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that marks and 
brands be re-registered in the county or counties in 
which you operate. The re-registration period be-
gan Aug. 31 and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At the 
conclusion date, all marks and brands that have 
not been re-registered are automatically available 
for registration by another party. For additional 
information, contact the Howard County Clerk’s 
Office at 264-2214 or 264-2213.

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help! We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and en-
joy a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit 
Union is raising money to benefit Maurine Pittman, 
who is undergoing cancer treatment in a Dallas-ar-
ea hospital. For more information, call the credit 
union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at Western 
Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-old Big Spring resi-
dent with cystic fibrosis who is recovering from 
a double lung transplant in Dallas. All donations 
are appreciated. For more information, call 432-213-
0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heat-
er drive and is in dire need of heaters. Community 
members can donate new or used heaters. Mon-
etary donations are also welcomed. Donations can 
be made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth 
St., Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in need 
of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-HOPE is 
now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counsel-
ing service provided by HPF to work with you to 
find a solution to your problem. HPF can provide 
counseling free of charge, in English and 170 other 
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

• Fridays are live band dance nights at Big Spring 
Senior Center, 1901 Simler. Senior adults are invit-
ed to an evening of fellowship (and good exercise) 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. each Friday. Cost is $8 per 
person. For more information or to find out what 
band is playing, call the Senior Center at 432-267-
1628.

• A benefit fund for Chris Johnson (account 
5945033396) has been established at Wells Fargo 
Bank to help defray expenses from a house fire. All 
donations are appreciated.

• The Salvation Army has funding for Texas Mili-
tary Personnel now serving or has served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. The military member or their family 
member may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 267-
8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD Fund of 
Permian Basin Area Foundation. 
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Someone You Can
Count On!

• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.

22
68

31

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.

Go Painlessly™ with THERA-GESIC.
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Maximum strength analgesic 
for temporary relief from:

• Back pain
• Muscle pain
• Arthritis pain
• Joint pain

By Steve Becker

sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 3 of 5 - Very Easy

9 8 4 6

1 5 6 9 7

7 3 1 5

8 9 5 4

4 1 9

1 3 7 2

9 1 3 5

6 2 1 5 8

4 2 9 7
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 3 of 5 - Very Easy

5 9 8 4 6 7 1 3 2

3 1 4 8 2 5 6 9 7

2 7 6 3 9 1 8 4 5

7 8 9 2 3 6 5 1 4

4 5 2 7 1 8 3 6 9

1 6 3 9 5 4 7 2 8

9 4 7 1 8 3 2 5 6

6 2 1 5 7 9 4 8 3

8 3 5 6 4 2 9 7 1
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

To
subscribe,

call
263-7331

News in brief
At Penn State, those in the 
know explained away Sandusky

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) — The warning signs 
were there for more than a decade, disturbing in-
dicators that Penn State assistant football coach 
Jerry Sandusky was breaching boundaries with 
young boys — or maybe worse.

Yet the university’s top administrators kept al-
lowing, even encouraging, Sandusky to invite some 
of those boys into campus sports buildings — lock-
er rooms, showers, a sauna and a swimming pool 
— where prosecutors now say he fondled, molested 
and sexually assaulted some of the most vulnerable 
in the place known as Happy Valley.

Too many, from the university president to de-
partment heads to janitors, knew of troubling 
behavior by this revered, longtime coach who 
founded a charity for children with hardscrab-
ble backgrounds. But at this school whose sports 
programs vow “success with honor,” the circle of 
knowledge was kept very limited and very private.

Year after year, Penn State missed opportunity 
after opportunity to stop Sandusky. Secrecy ruled, 
and reaction to complaints of improper sexual be-
havior was to remain silent, minimize or explain 
away — all part of a deep-rooted reflex to protect 
the sacred football program.

The fact that so few say they knew is all anyone 
needs to know about the insular culture that sur-
rounds Penn State — a remote and isolated commu-
nity in a central Pennsylvania valley, a university 
cloaked in so much secrecy, in large part, because 
it is exempt from the state’s open records law, and a 
football program that has prided itself on handling 
its indiscretions internally and quietly, without 
outside interference.

As last U.S. troops leave Iraq, 
Obama and al-Maliki chart next 
steps in relationship

WASHINGTON (AP) — With the U.S. troop with-
drawal from Iraq in its final days, President Barack 
Obama and Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki 
will meet at the White House Monday to discuss the 
next phase of the relationship between their coun-
tries.

They will have plenty to discuss.
The withdrawal of all American troops on Dec. 

31 marks the end of a nearly nine-year war that 
has been deeply divisive in both the U.S. and Iraq. 
While Obama and al-Maliki have pledged to main-
tain strong ties, the contours of the partnership 
between Washington and Baghdad remain murky, 
especially with Iran eager to assert influence over 
neighboring Iraq. And serious questions remain 
about Iraq’s capacity to stabilize both its politics 
and security.

Yet the end of the war still marks a promise kept 
for Obama, one the White House is eager to pro-
mote. In addition to his meeting with al-Maliki, 
Obama will mark the milestone Wednesday when 
he speaks to troops at North Carolina’s Fort Bragg. 
And he thanked service members and their fami-
lies for their sacrifices when he attended the an-
nual Army-Navy football game Saturday.

As of late last week, the number of U.S. troops in 
Iraq had dwindled to about 8,000, down from 170,000 
at the war’s peak in 2007.

As few as 12 hacker teams 
responsible for bulk of data theft

WASHINGTON (AP) — As few as 12 different 
Chinese groups, largely backed or directed by the 
government there, commit the bulk of the China-
based cyberattacks stealing critical data from U.S. 
companies and government agencies, according to 
U.S. cybersecurity analysts and experts.

The aggressive but stealthy attacks, which have 
stolen billions of dollars in intellectual property and 
data, often carry distinct signatures allowing U.S. 
officials to link them to certain hacker teams. Ana-
lysts say the U.S. often gives the attackers unique 
names or numbers, and at times can tell where the 
hackers are and even who they may be.

Sketched out by analysts who have worked with 
U.S. companies and the government on computer 
intrusions, the details illuminate recent claims by 
American intelligence officials about the escalat-
ing cyber threat emanating from China. And the 
widening expanse of targets, coupled with the ex-
pensive and sensitive technologies they are losing, 
is putting increased pressure on the U.S. to take a 
much harder stand against the communist giant.

It is largely impossible for the U.S. to prosecute 
hackers in China, since it requires reciprocal 
agreements between the two countries, and it is 

always difficult to provide ironclad proof that the 
hacking came from specific people.

Several analysts described the Chinese attacks, 
speaking on condition of anonymity because of the 
sensitivity of the investigations and to protect the 
privacy of clients. China has routinely rejected al-
legations of cyberspying and says it also is a tar-
get.

Ex-dictator Noriega back 
in Panama, sitting in spartan cell

PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) — Manuel Noriega 
is back in his Panamanian homeland after nearly 22 
years, sitting in a prison cell in a country he ruled 
as a personal fiefdom until U.S. troops invaded and 
hauled him off to a Florida jail.

A few protesters gathered outside El Renacer 
prison as the 77-year-old former general was spir-
ited inside Sunday night after an extradition flight 
from France, yet the overwhelming mood among 
his countrymen seemed to be indifference.

While some people banged pots and honked car 
horns in Panama City’s downtown in a symbolic 
gesture of disdain for Noriega, most Panamanians 
on the capital’s crowded streets were out holiday 
shopping.

Officials escorted Noriega home on an Iberia air-
lines’ jet that touched down at Tocumen airport 
Sunday afternoon in a flight that began in Paris 
and made a stop in Madrid.

Court has chance to jump into fight 
over laws targeting immigrants

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administra-
tion is waging a furious legal fight against a patch-
work of state laws targeting illegal immigrants, and 
on Monday the Supreme Court has its first chance 
to jump into the fray.

Arizona is asking the justices to allow the state to 
begin enforcing measures that have been blocked 
by lower courts at the administration’s request. 
Among those provisions is one that requires police, 
while enforcing other laws, to question a person’s 
immigration status if officers suspect he is in the 
country illegally.

Similar laws in Alabama, South Carolina and 
Utah also are facing Obama administration law-
suits. Private groups are suing over immigration 
measures adopted in Georgia and Indiana.

The Justice Department says regulating immi-
gration is the job of the federal government, not 
states.

Home improvement giant 
Lowe’s threatened with boycott

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment has found itself facing a backlash after the 
retail giant pulled ads from a reality show about 
American Muslims.

The retail giant stopped advertising on TLC’s 
“All-American Muslim” after a conservative group 
known as the Florida Family Association com-
plained, saying the program was “propaganda that 
riskily hides the Islamic agenda’s clear and pres-
ent danger to American liberties and traditional 
values.”

The show premiered last month and chronicles 
the lives of five families from Dearborn, Mich., 
a Detroit suburb with a large Muslim and Arab-
American population.

A state senator from Southern California said 
Sunday he was considering calling for a boycott.

Calling the Lowe’s decision “un-American” and 
“naked religious bigotry,” Sen. Ted Lieu, D-Tor-
rance, told The Associated Press he would also con-
sider legislative action if Lowe’s doesn’t apologize 
to Muslims and reinstate its ads.

Perry trying to revive campaign
AMES, Iowa (AP) — Seen just four months ago as 

conservatives’ potential savior, Republican presi-
dential candidate Rick Perry is fighting for his life 
in Iowa.

With three weeks until Iowa’s leadoff caucuses, 
the Texas governor has retooled his message from 
the strict jobs focus he began with in August to one 
promoting him as a conservative outsider.

And he’s doubled down on television advertising 
for the home stretch, having already spent more 
than $2 million in Iowa only to see his support re-
main in single digits.

Perry’s revamped charge to the Jan. 3 caucuses is 
a sign of the pressure he faces to revive his falter-
ing national campaign. 
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AAA Mini Storage
Merry Christmas

from
Mark, Mike, Ashley, 
Christy & Spencer

Call 263-0732 229611

1512 S. Gregg
432-263-193121

81
18

Across Texas
Appraisals
Terry O. McDaniel

432-714-4570

21
80

74

21
81

27

Howard County
Feed & Supply

701 E. 2nd St.
432-267-6411

22
96

23

Texas
Farm Bureau

Insurance
1205 East 11th Place

267-7466

22
94

89

Mitchem Wrecker
Service

432-267-3747

22
94

84

432-263-3939
TECL2368B     TACLB17368E

Mountain View 
Mercantile

Now Open!

5907 N. Service Rd. 432-264-1913

21
81

28

21
80

72

Big
Spring

ISD

22
94

94

NAPA Auto Parts

432-267-6308
306 S. Gregg

22
96

33

Big Spring
Mall

1801 E. FM 700
267-3853 22

94
88Merry

Christmas!

21
81

05432-393-5931

Choate Well Service, Inc.

21
81

29

Picture Perfect
Scrapbooking

432-264-9333
108 W. Marcy Drive

Across from Walmart

21
81

25

Gartman
Heating, Air Conditioning 

& Plumbing
432-263-1902

TACLB03559E 22
94

95432-267-3363

COLORING CONTEST RULES
1. Contest open to children ages 2-12
2. Limit one contest submission per person
3. Contest entries may be completed using markers, crayons, or colored pencils.
4. Adults may assist in completing entry form information, but not in coloring pictures.
5. All entries must be received by the Big Spring Herald by 5 pm on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011

6. Winners will be notified by phone on Wednesday, December 21 2011
7. Decision of judges is final.
8. Employees of the Big Spring Herald and contest sponsors are not eligible to win.
9. All submissions become property of the Big Spring Herald and may be published
   accordingly.

Christmas Coloring Contest

www.infinityDiSH.com
We are open 7 days a week • 8 am – Midnight EST • Sunday 9 am - Midnight EST • Offer only good to new DISH Network subscribers • Se habla español 

Offer ends 1/31/12. Restrictions apply. Call for details. InfinityDISH charges a one-time $49.95 non-refundable processing fee. Indiana C.P.D. Reg. No. T.S. 10-1006.

1•800•309•1453

2 Room HD DVR Upgrade 
(1 HD DVR + 1 SD DVR)

($6/mo DVR service fee applies)
FR

EE

20 Movie Channels for 3 mo.

FR
EE

1999
a month
for 12 mo.

Promotional prices start at

$

(Reg. price 
$24.99 | mo.)

(up to 12 months with qualifying packages.
Offer based on the discounted $5 price for

Blockbuster Movie Pass. One disc at a time, $10/mo value.)

Zoo feeds 6,000 hungry mouths every day
By ALLAN TURNER
Houston Chronicle

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Gone are the days when 
Houston Zoo workers, 
desperately low on the 
fixings for vampire bats’ 
favorite meal, quietly 
tapped Star, the lovable 
brown-eyed cow in the 
kids’ petting zoo. Gone, 
too, is the time when 
Maine wolves, canines 
who crave roots and 
veggies, were fed ordi-
nary dog food and prai-
rie chickens unhappily 
subsisted on pheasant 
chow.

Today, mealtime for 
the zoo’s 6,000-plus ani-
mals is a matter of culi-
nary art and science. 
Each year, commissary 
workers dish up more 
than $700,000 in grub 
that — excepting hay 
and insects — would 
gratify the palate of the 
most discerning con-
noisseur.

Starting at 5 a.m. every 
day, workers under the 
supervision of com-
missary chief Phyllis 
Pietrucha-Mays, chop, 
dice, grind and steam 
on a scale rivaling the 
grandest institutional 
kitchen.

As Houston residents 
navigate the morning 

rush hour, solar-pow-
ered carts dart around 
the zoo, delivering alfal-
fa to giraffes, dog food 
to hissing roaches and 
mealworms to golden-
fronted leaf birds. As 
humans clock in for the 
day, squirrel-sized fruit 
bats, dangling upside 
down in their black-
lighted domicile, scarf 
down banana kabobs, 
then drop the peels on 
the floor.

Eighteen million crick-
ets pass through the zoo 
kitchen annually, along 
with 26,000 pounds of 
fish, 40,000 pounds of 
meat and 98,750 frozen 
rodents. The larder is 
stacked with scientifi-
cally calibrated feed, 
as well as milk, yogurt, 
popcorn, low-calorie 
peanut butter for over-
weight elephants and 
coconut macaroons for 
diarrheic monkeys.

Rounding out the 
menu are blueberries, 
four varieties of lettuce, 
kale, papayas, apples, 
grapes, yams, carrots, 
mangoes, watermelons, 
onions, bok choy, can-
taloupe and two types 
of hay.

“All the produce is 
Grade A,” Pietrucha-
Mays said. “If people 

can’t eat it, we don’t 
want it.”

Some foodstuffs are 
donated, but most are 
purchased from com-
mercial suppliers and 
area farms. The zoo 
recently launched its 
second annual “Gift of 
Grub” campaign, with 
TXU Energy pledging 
to match citizen dona-
tions dollar for dollar, 
up to $25,000. The fund 
drive continues through 
year’s end.

Pietrucha-Mays, head 
of the six-person com-
missary for 19 years, 
has sampled many 
of her kitchen’s offer-
ings. Fluker’s Cricket 
Quencher, a calcium 
source for insects, 
tastes insipid, she 
said. Mealworms are 
crunchy. Eating a pinky 
— a newborn mouse — 
is a lot like swallowing 
a goldfish. About the 
only thing that tastes 
like chicken, Pietrucha-
Mays said, is chicken.

“There’s a whole list 
of finicky eaters,” she 
said. “Primates are 
probably the toughest. 
They’re so much like 
us. One day they eat 
oranges, the next day 
they may not.”

At the core of most 

zoo diets, she said, are 
scientifically prepared 
pellets or biscuits that 
ensure that animals 
receive adequate nutri-
tion.

Zoo veterinarian Dr. 
Joe Flanagan, who over-
sees animal nutrition, 
said modern diets have 
evolved over a 40-year 
period.

“Originally, when we 
kept Maine wolves, we 
tried to feed them dog 
food,” Flanagan said, 
noting that keepers were 
perplexed when the 
animals had problems 
reproducing. “When 
we did field work, we 
saw that they ate lots of 
roots and vegetables.”

Similarly, zoo staff 
originally fed Attwater 
prairie chickens 
food compounded for 
pheasants because the 
birds seemed similar. 
Flanagan said the prai-
rie chickens laid few 
eggs and hatchlings’ 
survival was poor. 
When scientists com-
pared blood components 
of captive prairie chick-
ens and those in the 
wild, they quickly real-
ized the zoo feed was to 
blame.

Even when a choice 
is sound, problems 

abound.
Hay, a prime food 

source for the zoo’s 
seven elephants - they 
eat a total 15 bales a day 
— and ruminants has 
become scarce and cost-
ly as the Texas drought 
continues.

A deadly virus has 
infected colonies of the 
nation’s commercial 
cricket farmers, and 
while efforts are under-
way to breed an alter-
nate species, the future 
of the famed zoo-plate 
special is in question.

Eighteen months ago, 
shipments of kale were 
found contaminated 
with deadly night-
shade, a single leaf of 
which can kill an adult 
human. Staffers were 
forced to painstakingly 
examine incoming kale 
leaf by leaf. Today, color 
photos of the weed are 
posted above the salad 
sorting table.

Houston Zoo closed 
its vampire bat exhibit 
three years ago after 
securing timely supplies 
of cow blood became dif-
ficult. Initially, the zoo 
obtained blood from area 
slaughterhouses for a 
few dollars a gallon. As 
those facilities moved 
away, the zoo turned 

to an East Texas medi-
cal supply firm, whose 
supplies were irregular, 
and, ultimately, up to 10 
times more expensive.

When the vampires’ 
pantry was bare, work-
ers headed to the chil-
dren’s petting zoo to 
bleed Star.

To Pietrucha-Mays’ 
chagrin, the blood-
eating bats were trans-
ferred to a Louisville, 
Ky., zoo.

“I loved the bats,” 
she said. But then, in 
a career that brings 
her into contact with 
creepy-crawlies that 
might chill the average 
person’s blood, the com-
missary chief is notably 
open and accepting.

She draws the line, 
though, at nutria.

“We got a 50-pound 
block of frozen nutria 
for our white alligator,” 
she recalled, grimacing 
in disgust. “We used a 
handsaw to cut it into 
one-pound blocks. The 
smell was horrible. 
Bones kept popping out 
of the block. It was like 
someone put 30 nutria 
in a blender and then 
froze it. It was nasty.

“We got the alligator 
to eating rats as quickly 
as possible.”

To submit
a news
item,
call

263-7331,
ext. 230
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CINCINNATI (AP) — 
Eighty yards to cover, little 
more than 2 minutes left, 
no timeouts to help. Rookie 
quarterback T.J. Yates faced 
his biggest challenge as he 
lined up for the snap.

With savvy and a scram-
ble, he pulled it off.

Yates led the biggest drive 
in Texans history on Sun-
day, one that put them in the 
end zone and the playoffs. He 
threw a 6-yard touchdown 
pass with 2 seconds left for 
a 20-19 victory over the Cin-
cinnati Bengals that sent 
the expansion team into the 

playoffs for the first time.
“It’s pretty crazy,” Yates 

said. “A lot of people in this 
organization have waited 
a long time for this. This is 
a special day for this team 
and this organization.”

In the span of a few wild 
minutes, everything broke 
their way.

With their seventh 
straight win, the Texans (10-
3) moved to the threshold of 
the playoffs. They hugged 
on the field then headed to 
the locker room, where they 
huddled around a televi-
sion set and watched the fi-

nal minutes of Tennessee’s 
game play out.

They needed a Titans loss 
to clinch the AFC South.

When time ran out on the 
Titans, preserving New Or-
leans’ 22-17 victory, the Tex-
ans screamed, hugged, and 
donned black championship 
caps and white T-shirts. In-
jured receiver Andre John-
son, who didn’t play because 
of a strained hamstring, got 
a game ball for his part in 
turning the team into a win-
ner.

“Words really can’t de-
scribe it,” Johnson said. 

“It’s something I’ve been 
waiting for for a long time.”

Since their inaugural sea-
son in 2002, the Texans have 
been little more than a tease. 
They’d come close to reach-
ing the playoffs, only to fade 
and fumble in the big games. 
They couldn’t quite get that 
breakthrough win.

An unlikely rookie took 
them the last step.

Yates, a fifth-round draft 
pick, got his chance when 
Matt Schaub and Matt

See TEXANS, Page 11

GREEN BAY (AP) — Aaron Rodgers 
and the Green Bay Packers should have 
been feeling satisfied.

With Sunday’s 46-16 rout of the Oak-
land Raiders, the Packers brushed aside 
a playoff contender by halftime to win 
their 19th straight, clinched a first-round 
bye and moved a game away from clinch-
ing home-field advantage throughout the 
playoffs — and at 13-0, they kept the pos-
sibility of a perfect season squarely in 
sight.

Instead, Rodgers seemed concerned 
about the health of star wide receiver 
Greg Jennings, who left the game with 
an apparent left knee injury in the third 
quarter.

“Well, it didn’t look very good,” Rod-
gers said. “So we’ll see what the MRI says 
tomorrow. And hopefully, we’ve got a bye 
wrapped up, so he really has close to five 
weeks before our (playoff) game.”

Packers coach Mike McCarthy was 
more guarded, classifying the injury as a 
sprain and saying that it warranted fur-
ther evaluation.

Jennings’ injury put a damper on 
what was otherwise one of the Packers’ 
most complete performances of the sea-
son. Rodgers threw for 281 yards with 
two touchdowns and an interception in 
less than three quarters’ worth of work, 
Ryan Grant had two touchdowns rushing 
and Charles Woodson picked off a pass 
against his former team.

McCarthy still isn’t interested in talk-
ing about the possibility of the Packers 
going 16-0, but his level of confidence is 
clear.

“(If we’re) taking care of things and 
keeping our focus on improving the qual-
ity of play, I don’t think we can be beat,”

See PACKERS, Page 12

CINCINNATI (AP) — Cincin-
nati forward Yancy Gates got a 
six-game suspension on Sun-
day for throwing punches dur-
ing a brawl with No. 8 Xavier 
in the closing minute of their 
annual crosstown rivalry 
game.

Gates punched Xavier’s Ken-
ny Frease in the face, causing 
a nasty gash below his left eye, 
and hit at least one other Mus-
keteer during the fracas on 
Saturday, which prompted the 
referees to call Xavier’s 76-53 
win with 9.4 seconds left.

As the fight wound down, 
Gates stood by the Cincinnati 
bench with fists raised in a 
boxing pose.

The Bearcats also gave 
Cheikh Mbodj and Octavius 
Ellis six-game suspensions. 
Ge’Lawn Guyn was suspended 
for one game.

The suspensions will affect 
only one Big East game, the 
Bearcats’ league opener at 
Pittsburgh on Jan. 1.

Xavier planned to announce 
its discipline later in the day. 
Freshman Dez Wells threw a 
punch and is expected to be 
suspended.

“We want to deal with this 
in a prompt and direct man-
ner and send the message that 
we will not tolerate this from 
those who have the privilege 
of representing the University 
of Cincinnati,” athletics direc-
tor Whit Babcock said.

The annual rivalry game fea-
tures trash talking, technical 
fouls and occasional shoving. 
The first full-scale brawl was 
sparked when Xavier senior 
guard Tu Holloway talked to 
the Cincinnati bench in the 
closing seconds.

Leading up to the game, Cin-

cinnati’s Sean Kilpatrick said 
that Holloway wouldn’t start 
if he played for the Bearcats. 
Holloway took exception, and 
wanted to get the final word in 
the closing seconds.

Guyn shoved Holloway in the 
face as he talked to the Cincin-
nati bench, prompting Wells 
to shove Guyn to the ground. 
Gates had the ball and threw 
it at Holloway, hitting him in 
the head. That prompted both 
benches to clear.

Gates punched Frease in 
the face, knocking the 7-foot 
center to the ground. Mbodj 
kicked Frease while he was 
on his knees. Ellis went after a 
Xavier player.

Cincinnati coach Mick 
Cronin said after the game 
that he would decide whether 
anybody should be kicked off 
the team for their actions. He 
also said he took the players’ 
jerseys away to make the point 
that their conduct was unac-
ceptable.

Babcock, who was hired from 
Missouri in October, apolo-
gized again for the fracas.

“We hold our student-ath-
letes to a very high standard 
and take very seriously the 
role that our entire department 
plays in reflecting the overall 
image of this great univer-
sity,” Babcock said. “We will 
continue to work diligently to 
represent the Bearcat family 
and the Cincinnati community 
in a first-class manner. There 
will be zero tolerance for a re-
peat of this behavior.”

Gates is Cincinnati’s top 
frontcourt player. He’ll miss 
games against Wright State, 
Radford, Arkansas-Pine Bluff,

See BRAWL, Page 11

Briefs
Bowl-A-Rama
Christmas
tournament

Bowl-A-Rama of Big 
Spring will host their 
second annual Christmas 
tournament Thursday, 
Dec.15 at 7 p.m. 

Bowlers must be checked 
in by 6 p.m. Entry fee 
is $25 if paid by Dec. 13 
and $30 afterward. The 
tournament is open to all 
bowlers and the handicap 
is 100 percent of 230.

Eight places will be paid, 
including a $150 first place 
prize and $100 for second. 
For more information, 
visit the website at: www.
bowlarama.com.

Win places Texans in playoffs
for first time in team history

Cowboys can’t hold lead, fall behind Giants
ARLINGTON (AP) — 

Eli Manning and the 
New York Giants finally 
have something to show 
for all their hard work 
— first place in the NFC 
East.

On the verge of being 
knocked to the edge of 
the playoff chase, Man-
ning led the Giants to 
two touchdowns in the 
final 3:14 and Jason 
Pierre-Paul blocked a 
field goal as time ex-
pired, giving New York 
a 37-34 victory over the 
Dallas Cowboys on Sun-
day night.

“Good to get that win-
ning feeling again,” 
Manning said.

New York ended a frus-
trating four-game losing 
streak filled mostly with 
narrow losses to divi-
sion leaders. The Giants 
(7-6) appeared headed to 
another setback when 
they were trailing 34-22 
with 5:41 left, but a series 
of clutch plays on their 
part and meltdowns by 
Dallas reshaped the di-
vision race.

With three weeks left, 
these clubs are tied atop 
the NFC East. New York 
has the inside track and 
will host Dallas in a sea-
son-ending rematch on 
New Year’s Day.

“This is huge, another 
fourth-quarter come-

back,” Manning said. 
“Last week we had some-
thing similar (against 
Green Bay) and couldn’t 
hold onto it. This week 
we held on it and got the 
win. ... Now we know we 
have a tough road ahead 
of us. It’s going to come 
down to the final weeks 
to win games.”

The Cowboys lost their 
second straight, both in 
dramatic, frustrating 
fashion that involved 
missed kicks by rookie 
Dan Bailey, who’d been 
so good for so long this 
season. The really bad 
news for Dallas was 
running back DeMarco 
Murray breaking his 

right ankle, ending his 
record-setting rookie 
season.

“We certainly know 
we’ve got our work cut 
out for us,” Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones said 
in a brief statement.

Manning was 27 of 47 
for 400 yards and two 
touchdowns. He was 
intercepted once, on a 
tipped pass, and it led 
to a touchdown that ap-
peared to put the game 
away for Dallas.

But Manning came 
back with a pair of 
touchdown drives. The 
first went 80 yards in 
eight plays, capped by 
an 8-yard touchdown 

pass to Jake Ballard. The 
New York defense had 
allowed Tony Romo to 
throw touchdown passes 
on the two previous pos-
sessions, but it forced a 
punt, and it was a short 
one. Then the Dallas 
defense had two penal-
ties that helped scoot 
along a drive capped 
by a 1-yard touchdown 
run by Brandon Jacobs, 
with D.J. Ware adding a 
2-point conversion.

Romo hit Miles Aus-
tin for a pair of long 
gains that gave Bailey 
a chance to force over-
time. He made a 47-yard-
er that ended up not 
counting because New 

York coach Tom Cough-
lin called a timeout. His 
second try was denied 
by Pierre-Paul, who 
already had contrib-
uted an early sack for a 
safety, and also forced a 
fumble.

“I rushed the center, 
put my hands up and 
got the block,” Pierre-
Paul said.

Jacobs ran for 101 
yards and two touch-
downs on 19 carries. 
Hakeem Nicks had 
seven catches for 154 
yards, including an 
early 64-yarder. Mario 

See DALLAS, Page 11

Brawl earns Yates 
six-game suspension

Packers still team to beat

Patriots squeak by Redskins
LANDOVER, Md. (AP) — Tom Brady’s 

first interception in more than a month 
led to a screaming match on the side-
line.

That’s how perfection-driven the New 
England Patriots are. On a day when 
tight end Rob Gronkowski is simultane-
ously strong and nimble while setting an 
NFL record, on a day when the defense 
again makes just enough plays to com-
pensate for all the yards it allowed, on a 
day when a 34-27 score vs. the Washington 
Redskins meant a fifth straight victory, 
it was Brady who had to be calmed down 
after a rare fourth-quarter mistake.

With the Patriots leading by seven, 
Brady tried to find Tiquan Underwood 
at the back of the end zone and was in-
stead picked off by Josh Wilson with 6:30 
remaining. The Redskins then began a 
march downfield that could have sent 
Sunday’s game to overtime — even as 
Brady sat on the bench and exchanged 
words with offensive coordinator Bill 
O’Brien.

“I threw a pretty bad interception, so he 
wasn’t happy about it,” said Brady, who 
completed 22 of 37 passes for 357 yards 
with three touchdowns and his first in-

terception since Nov. 6. “And there was 
probably a long line of coaches and play-
ers that were pretty (upset) at me after 
that, but Billy got to me first. He let me 
have it; I deserved it.”

And yet Brady had a 107.6 rating and 
upped his career touchdown pass total to 
294, moving ahead of Warren Moon (291) 
into sole possession of sixth place all-
time. Brady also surpassed the 4,000-yard 
mark for the fourth time in his career.

But the Patriots (10-3) have such high 
expectations that a miscue in a close win 
over a struggling team like the Redskins 
(4-9) gets the juices flowing between play-
er and coach.

“We’re both pretty emotional guys,” 
Brady said.

Gronkowski, meanwhile, caught six 
passes for a career-high 160 yards and set 
the NFL single-season mark for touch-
down receptions by a tight end. His 14th 
was an 11-yard grab that moved him 
ahead of Antonio Gates (2004) and Ver-
non Davis (2009), and No. 15 was a 24-yard 
scoring strike in the second half.

But it was the play immediately before 

See PATRIOTS, Page 12
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Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

no phone calls please
Equal Opportunity Employer

AAA TUBING TESTING now 
hiring. Good Benefits. Prefer 
CDL & need Operator. Will 
train. Call Jesse 
(432)267-7821.

ALL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

Apply at  
Hog Heaven

4009 West Hwy. 80  
or 1506 East FM 700

No Phone Calls Please. 

BACKHOE OPERATOR with 
at least 1 year experience. Call 
or go by Rusty’s Oilfield Serv-
ice in Stanton. Call 
(432)756-2821.

BLUE BELL Creameries is 
seeking a responsible, depend-
able Full Time Shipping Clerk. 
Position involves physically 
working   with   ice   cream 
products in a cold environment. 
Must be 18 years old and have 
reliable   transportation.   No 
experience necessary, we will 
train. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Apply in 
person at: Workforce Solutions; 
1001 Birdwell Lane (Howard 
College).

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with Hazmat Endorsement for 
Big  Spring  and surrounding 
areas.  Good   Family   and 
Employee Health Benefits. 
Must be self motivated. Call 
(325)226-5209.

SHOP HAND and Full-time 
CDL Driver needed. Call 
(432)267-4700.

Help Wanted
DRIVERS WANTED. Find out 
why our average length of 
driver employment is 9 years. 
Reagent Chemical, a family 
owned company is dedicated 
to providing great service to 
our customers and taking care 
of our employees, is currently 
hiring professional drivers in 
Stanton, Texas. Requirements 
include Class A CDL with Tank 
and Hazmat endorsements. 
Minimum of 2 years driving or 1 
year tanker experience. Paid 
weekly by check or direct de-
posit. Benefits include family 
health & dental insurance with 
no premium contribution by the 
employee. 401K with company 
match  plus  profit  sharing. 
Company paid life insurance, 
short and long term disability, 
additional life and disability is 
available thru group coverage. 
Up to 10 days vacation starting 
first year plus 10 paid holidays. 
Uniforms provided. Call 
432-458-3446 or 
432-661-4079.

John Crane Production Solu-
tions has an immediate open-
ing for an EHS Technician at 
our Big Spring Texas facility. 
Responsibilities include: strong 
working knowledge of EHS 
regulations and requirements 
(EPA, OSHA, DOT, etc.), 3 to 5 
years related work experience, 
familiarity with ISO 14001 and 
OHSAS 18001 EHS manage-
ment systems preferred. Quali-
fied individual must possess 
excellent verbal/written com-
munication, analytical and 
problem-solving skills, skilled in 
using all Microsoft Office Soft-
ware, ASP or CSP preferred, 
and ability to travel 25% of the 
time. Bachelors Degree pre-
ferred, but not required. This 
full-time position offers com-
petitive wages, health insur-
ance, and 401K. Apply online 
at www.johncrane.com

FRITO LAY is seeking 
hard workers to fill full-time 

Merchandiser position in the 
Big Spring area.

Pay is $14.40 an hour.
The Full Time Merchandiser is 
a position that is responsible 
for merchandising Frito-Lay's 
complete line of quality prod-
ucts to existing accounts while 
driving your personal vehicle to 
several store locations in close 
proximity.  It  also  includes 
communicating   with   store 
personnel and working closely 
with full time Frito-Lay Sales 
Representatives in a team en-
vironment. The Merchandiser 
work  schedule  is  based  on 
customer requirements, days 
off are Monday and Tuesday. 
This includes weekend and 
holiday work schedules. The 
Merchandiser position offers 
competitive hourly pay, full 
Company   Benefits   and   a 
reimbursable mileage policy.
Benefits include 401K/ retire-
ment/ stock options, health/ 
dental/ vision insurance and 
vacation leave. Candidates 
must have a solid work history, 
strong communication skills 
and an excellent driving record.

Please apply online at 
www.fritolayemployment.com  

for consideration.
EOE M/F/V/D

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED
at Super8. Apply in-person. 
Looking  for   detail-oriented 
person,   team  player  with 
minimum 6-mos experience in 
housekeeping. Starting $7.50 
per hour. Accepting Interviews.

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

Help Wanted
John Crane Production Solu-
tions has an immediate open-
ing for a Maintenance I Techni-
cian at our Big Spring Texas 
facility. Responsibilities in-
clude: maintain, install, and re-
pair a variety of machinery and 
related equipment. Perform 
preventive maintenance on 
buildings, grounds, and ma-
chines. Assist with installation 
and alignment of equipment. 
Qualified individual should 
have knowledge of plumbing, 
painting, equipment repair and 
electrical wiring, and have 
some welding experience. Op-
erate forklift. This full-time posi-
tion offers competitive wages, 
health insurance, and 401K. 
Apply online at 
www.johncrane.com

NOW HIRING
Smiling Faces!

Woodforest National Bank, 
a leader in the 

Retail Banking Industry,
is looking for 

enthusiastic individuals 
with exceptional

customer service skills 
to join our team.

*Great Work Environment*
*Benefits*

*Advancement Opportunities*
Instore Retail Banker

Woodforest National Bank
201 West Marcy

Big Spring TX 79720
*Must be at least 18 years old 

with HS diploma or Equivalent* 
*1 year Customer 

Service Experience*
*Retail Sales/ 

Marketing Experience*
Apply online at:

www.Woodforest.com
Woodforest is proud to be an 

EEO/AA employer
M/F/D/V

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
LIVING is a locally owned and 
operated retirement facility.
We are a warm, friendly, active 
community offering a full range 
of retirement accommodations 
and services that include three 
meals a day, housekeeping, 
transportation, activities, 24 
hour on site staff, etc. We are 
seeking an efficient FRONT 
DESK/OFFICE ASSISTANT to 
join our team. This person 
should be assertive, high en-
ergy, and comfortable working 
with the senior citizens. If 
you’re a multitasker who 
makes the right things happen 
and done quickly, this is the job 
for you.

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PHILLIPS CRANE & RIGGING
Looking for CDL Driver
w/Tanker Endorsement

& Exp. Operating a 
Winch Truck

No Experience Necessary.
Must be able to work 

manual labor.
Starting Pay: $15.00/hr

Benefits, Holidays & Vacation
432-264-6600

1305 E. Airpark Drive

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

Shopper Delivery Routes 
Available

Work 2 days a week
Good for 

Stay at Home 
Moms, Retiree’s or

 after school income.
Must have reliable 

transportation, 
drivers license and

insurance.
Come by the 

Big Spring Herald,
710 Scurry St.
for application.

No Phone Calls Please

Help Wanted
THE   COLORADO River 
Municipal   Water   District   is 
accepting   applications   for 
following positions.
Meter Technician/ 
Electronics Assistant-
Responsible   for   installing, 
repairing,  and calibrating flow, 
level, and pressure metering 
equipment. Position also pro-
vides assistance in repair of 
communication  equipment 
supporting the District’s 
SCADA system. Intermediate 
level position with basic under-
standing     of     electronics/ 
electricity needed.
Maintenance Technician-
Responsible for maintaining 
the   District’s   raw   water 
pipelines, pump stations, and 
wells.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include  
health insurance, retirement 
plans,   sick,   vacation   and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or 
www.crmwd.org

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

Seeking Experienced 
Sitters/CNA’s to work for Pri-
vate Duty Clients. Hourly Rate.
Call: (432)522-5080. All shifts 
available. 1-800-201-5904 
E.O.E. 

TECH SERVICE
John   Crane   Production 
Solutions has an immediate 
opening for a Tech Service 
Technician at our Big Spring 
facility.          Responsibilities 
include: provide unmatched 
customer service, knowledge 
covering oil well completion, 
trouble shooting, and failure 
analysis. Qualified individual 
should  have  Clear  Driving 
Record. Experience in general 
oil well installs,  rod  delivery, 
inspection, and down hole 
pump experience. This full-time 
position offers competitive 
wages, health insurance, and 
401k. Apply online at 
www.johncrane.com

STERLING COUNTY Nursing 
Home now hiring for the follow-
ing-

Director of Nursing
LVN’s

CNA’s & Med. Aides.
Experience preferred, Please 
call Carmen Rios 
(325)378-2134 for more infor-
mation.

Help Wanted
Start the New Year 

with a New Job
BIG SPRING 

STATE HOSPITAL
HAS THE FOLLOWING 
JOB OPPORTUNITIES

RNs – All Shifts
Job Posting # 179242

Earn up to $5,377.77 per 
month (DOE)

$31.02/hr
LVNs – All Shifts 

Job Posting # 179774
Earn up to $2,746.48 

per month (DOE)
$15.85/hr

Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistants

Job Posting # 182091
Varied Shifts

Starting salary $1,706.75 
per month

Our benefit package includes:
Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 

Holidays, State Paid Insurance, 
Matching Retirement, 

Educational Leave, and 
Nursing Educational Stipends.
On campus housing is offered 

depending on availability
Contact our Job Center 

for Job Descriptions
or to Arrange a Campus Tour

432-268-7341 or 432-268-7298
Or

Complete an application 
online at
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact 

Paula Shelburne at 
432-268-7464 

Once you have completed 
your application

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

Items for Sale
CLEAN CURRIED Firewood 
Oak, Mesquite, Pinon, Pecan 
$300.00 per cord. Call 
(325)762-4262.

FNX-9 for Sale. New, Never 
Fired. Serious inquires only 
Please. Call (432)816-5251.

FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

FOR SALE: Lighted Christmas 
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees 
and more decorations. All 
sizes. Call for more information 
(432)935-5307 or 
(432)264-6117. Come by 1433 
Hilltop Rd.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Mobile Homes
4/2 with FIREPLACE
OWNER Financing
XMAS DISCOUNTS
325-677-3113 r36525

National Ads
$2,000 MONTHLY POSSIBLE 
GROWING GOURMET MUSH-
ROOMS FOR US. Year Round 
Income. Markets Established. 
Call- Write For Free Informa-
tion. Midwest Associates, Box 
69, Fredericktown, OH 43019 
1-740-694-0565.

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272. 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train 
for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if quali-
fied - Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 800-335-9129. 

ALLIED HEALTH CAREER 
TRAINING - Attend College 
100% online. Job placement 
assistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. 
SCHEV certified. Call 
1-800-487-0378; 
www.CenturaOnline.com

DISCOUNT CRUISES! Carni-
val, Royal Caribbean, Disney 
Cruise Line etc. Group Dis-
counts, Family Reunions, Wed-
dings, Company Meetings. Dis-
ney Vacations. Book Now and 
Save! 1-877-319-4097 
www.NationwideCruise.com 

National Ads
DRIVERS: CDLTRAINING-
NOW.COM is NOW Accepting 
Applications for Driver Train-
ees.16-Day Company Spon-
sored CDL Training Program.
NO Experience or Credit Re-
quired. Great Pay & Benefits. 
1-800-991-7531 Ad # 3120
www.CDLTrainingNow.com

ESCAPE THOSE WINTER 
BLUES! Permanently, that is. 
Retiring to Florida has never 
been more affordable! Commu-
nity living, modular/manufac-
tured homes, retail dealers and 
private sales. 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com 

GET YOUR DEGREE ONLINE 
- *Medical, *Business, *Crimi-
nal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. 
800-509-5085 
www.CenturaOnline.com

PREGNANT? CONSIDER
Adoption -A Loving alternative. 
Wonderful couples to choose 
from. Call for pics/information; 
choose your baby's family and 
future. Expenses Paid. 
1-866-236-7638 24/7.

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted - 
Best Pay and Home Time! Ap-
ply Online Today over 750 
Companies! One Application, 
Hundreds of Offers! 
www.HammerLaneJobs.com

Pets
AKC MALE Boston Terrier with 
papers, 8 month old. First 2 
sets of puppy shots given. Very 
energetic! $300. Call 
(432)935-0772.

Real Estate for Rent
1005 NOLAN,  2 bedroom, 1 
bath. Central Air/ Heat, Stove & 
refrigerator. $400.00 month, 
$300.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)268-6424.

FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625. month, $625. deposit, 
1101  East 13th, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

1104 East 11th Place- Duplex 
1 bedroom. Utilities Separate. 
Stove, refrigerator, Central air. 
$485. month, $350. deposit. 
Call  (469)878-4967.

1307     LINCOLN-    Totally 
Remodeled 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 
CH/A. $775.00 month, $675.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-3375 or 
816-6992.

FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625.00/month, $625.00/de-
posit, 2008 Scurry, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

209 EAST 8th.  Cute 1 Bdrm, 1 
bath. $350.00  Month, $350.00 
deposit.  Call 432-213-3757.

BEAUTIFUL 2 bdr, 1 bath, 
washer, dryer, stove & refrig-
erator provided. Carport, 
fenced backyard. Pets Okay. 
$595.00 rent, $595.00 deposit. 
Call 541-292-9825.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

CORPORATE    FURNISHED
2 bedroom, 1 bath, washer 
dryer, minimum 3 month stay, 
dishes & linens included. Call 
432-599-1778.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

One   Bedroom-    Furnished 
Apt.. All  bills paid including ca-
ble & wireless Internet. 
$700.00 monthly. Call 
623-606-5898,  432-270-7474.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.
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Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

Do you have a house for sale? A
car? Let the Herald Classified

section help you.

Call us Today!
263-7331
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD

22
77

84

DURAN's Tree Service
CORDS, All split,
Mixed Firewood.

Delivered & Stacked.
$200. Also have Oak

and Mesquite
570-9617/238-6770

Also Selling Small/Big
Outdoor Burning Wood.

TREE SERVICE

227782

DURAN'S Tree
Service. Tree removal

specialist. Minor/
Major trimming, stump
removal, flower beds

cleaned, hedges
trimmed. Will travel.

432-570-9617,
432-238-6770

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
**AS IS** 2402 Main- $12,000.. 
Call (806)785-4002. 

1205 EAST 6th Street- 1/1 
$10,000. with $1,000. Down. 
Approximately $250 monthly 
for 6 years. Owner Financing 
Available. Call 210-828-3573.

1811 DONELY- 3 bdrm, 1 bath 
Brick.   Detached    garage, 
storage bldg. $39,000.00 Will 
Finance $32,000.00 Call 
(432)213-0816.

3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

BY OWNER 1202 Buena Vista. 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, shop on 1 acre of land. 
Coahoma ISD. Zoned area. 
Call 432-466-1616, 413-7400. 

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

HOUSE FOR Sale, 3215 
Auburn, 4 bdrm/1bath, remod-
eled, $64,000.00, No  owner 
finance, Agent/Owner, 
432-517-0038.

LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

Vehicles
2001 OLDSMOBILE Aurora 
V8, leather, moon roof. Excel-
lent Condition. 54,000 miles. 
PRICED REDUCED $4,975 
CASHIERS CHECK ONLY... 
Call Bruce 806-872-3266 
Lamesa.

Legals
INVITATION TO BID

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  4,   Pre-Purchase  of 
Electrical Equipment for the Ward 
County Water Supply Expansion 
Project. Bid Deadline is December 
22, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be 
received at CRMWD 400 E. 24th 
Street, Big Spring, TX 79721-0869 
For  more  information  contact 
Marcus Grace at (816)536-6485 or 
email   mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7191 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

Legals
INVITATION TO BID

The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  5,  Slab  and  Below 
Construction for the Ward County 
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is December 22, 2011 
at 3:30 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more 
information contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com Garney 
Companies, Inc is an Equal Em-
ployment/Opportunity Employer.
#7192 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

Be wary of your own
will to divulge. Since the
Cancer moon is making
our emotions so vivid, it
will be easier to note
exactly how you are
feeling and who, if
anyone,
would
benefit from
knowing
about it.
Share
positive
feelings
before they
fade. Let
negative
feelings
dissipate.
They won’t
be nearly as
bad tomorrow. 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). There is a down side
to trying to get along
with everyone all the
time. It could cause you
to be inconsistent. Better
to be yourself —
trustworthy and
steadfast. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You think you know
what you want until you
have to articulate it
verbally or write it down.
That process will inform
you in surprising ways
and bring you good
fortune, as well. 

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You will be ultra-

aware of the way people
experience you. You’ll
make slight adjustments.
You’ll tuck your ego away
in favor of successfully
creating a desired result.   

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You will be
particularly vulnerable to
visual stimulation. You’ll
see the pretty, shiny,
slick object of your
desire, and it will make
an impression you just
can’t shake. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Don’t underestimate your
charm. You’re probably
not even aware of your
peculiar sense of timing,
but it’s most effective. In
fact, you’ll hypnotize
others with your special
rhythm.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). The one who has an
idea and takes action to
share that idea will be
remembered. You want to
be such a person. That’s
why you’ll initiate
celebrations and rituals. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You know how to be
you. There’s no way in
this lifetime to know how
to be anyone else. So try
not to blame your parents
for teaching you to be
like them. That was the
only thing they could
teach you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.

21). The one who tells the
best story will win. Don’t
let yourself become too
serious, and don’t get
caught up in details that
no one can relate to, and
you’ll spin an enthralling
tale. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Thank
goodness you will display
some imperfections.
Mistakes bring you
together with loved ones,
interesting strangers and
new friends. P.S.: If you
were perfect, no one
could tolerate your
presence.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Do not mistake
the “filler” for the
irrelevant. Small talk and
pleasantries will make all
the difference in how you
feel about a deal.
Acknowledging the right
people and paying
respects also will be
important.   

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You like to be in
control, but you’re not a
“control freak.” Your fun
doesn’t depend on being
in charge. You’ll gladly
surrender the steering
wheel to one who seems
to need it more than you
do. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). What you do, you do
with love in your heart. It

doesn’t have to be much.
In fact, the most
meaningful gesture you
make today will be quite
small. But it’s perfect. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 12). The year is
colored with happy
changes. You’ll have a
new perception of a
painful period in your
past — a healing that will
favorably affect your
relationships. You’ll
speak for those who can’t
and will help the needy
in the new year. Healthy
activities anchor you in
January. March brings a
windfall. Cancer and
Aquarius people adore
you. Your lucky numbers
are: 5, 9, 19, 24 and 18.

NUMEROLOGY FUN
WITH NUMBER FIVE:
Do you know what your
magic number is? You
can get it by adding up
all of the numbers of
your birthday until you
wind up with one
number. For instance, all
the numbers in the
birthday 12/9/1973 add up
to 32, and then three plus
two equals five, so the
final number is 5. 

If FIVE is also your
magic number, you are
never bored. Well, almost
never. The only things
that bore you are
situations that stifle your

natural instincts to see
life as the vibrant,
Technicolor experience it
really is. There is
something in you that
wants to push
boundaries, to lift the
ordinary into the
extraordinary and help
others experience
everyday miracles. Your
inner drive to entertain
and delight others often
puts you at the center of
the spotlight. You make
friends without trying,
and others often reach
out to include you,
secretly hoping that you
will bring the fun. You’re
expressive, sometimes
whimsical, and you love
children.

QUOTES FOR FIVES: 
“People rarely succeed

unless they have fun in
what they are doing.” —
Dale Carnegie  

“Fun helps remove the
barriers that allow people
to motivate themselves.”
— Herman Cain

If you would like to write to
Holiday Mathis, please go to
www.creators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To find out
more about Holiday Mathis and read
her past columns, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2011 CREATORS.COM

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

Editor’s Note: Hundreds
of Ann Landers’ loyal
readers have requested
that newspapers continue
to publish her columns.
These letters originally
appeared in 1999.

Dear Ann Landers: I
hope you can help me
with this very delicate
problem. I have no one
else to turn to. 

When my husband and
I first married, my
cousin, “Rex,” sent us an
X-rated video. We
thought it was funny,
and said so. However,
over the past few years,

Rex has sent other items
that make me wonder if
he is fantasizing about
me.

Two years ago, Rex
sent a risque costume for
Halloween, along with a
camera, and asked me to
have someone take
pictures of me in the
costume and send them to
him. For my birthday, he
sent a pair of thigh-high
fishnet stockings and a
gift certificate to a
lingerie boutique. 

When my husband saw
the stockings, he blew up.
He insists Rex is
infatuated with me. He
even asked whether Rex
and I had ever been
intimate. I was insulted
by the question and let
him know it.

Ann, Rex is married
and is the father of two
children. His wife is not a
particularly warm
person, and I’m
wondering whether Rex
is having marital
problems and looking to
me as a safe substitute. 

Should I confront him
and ask him to stop
sending me gifts? I’m
afraid if he sends one
more suggestive present,
my husband might do

something that will
create a severe family
problem. Please tell me
how to handle this. —
Stumped in Connecticut

Dear Connecticut: I
think Rex needs to be told
in no
uncertain
terms that
he should
stop sending
you X-rated
garbage and
little
presents that
he thinks
are funny.
Be forthright
about the
fact that
your
husband was upset by
those gifts, and that they
caused a family dust-up.
Better yet, tell Rex no
more gifts of any kind.
Period. And if he insists
on sending you presents
after your declaration,
return them unopened.

Dear Ann Landers: I
have a young daughter
who is the joy of my life.
My parents spoil “Lexie”
by giving her too many
toys and fancy outfits. I
am not complaining. I

love the attention she
gets and am happy she
has such adoring
grandparents, but there’s
a problem.

My parents continually
purchase toys to keep at
their house for the times
when Lexie visits. 

When Lexie outgrows
the toys, my mother
expects me to keep them
in our house. Ann, our
basement is full enough
without having to take
toys we didn’t buy and
don’t want. 

When I tell my mother
I have no room, she
becomes upset. She says
it is a waste to give the
toys away when we are
planning to have more
children.

Is it our obligation to
find storage space for
these toys? If not, how
can I get my mother to
stop pushing them on us?
— T.H. in Ohio

Dear T.H.: Please don’t
attempt to discourage
your generous parents
from buying toys for your
daughter. It obviously
gives them a great deal of
pleasure. 

When Lexie outgrows

the toys or clothes, tell
your mother you would
be happy to take them to
a nearby children’s
hospital, the Salvation
Army or a shelter for
homeless or battered
women and children,
where such items would
be greatly appreciated.
I’m sure your parents
will buy plenty more for
the next child.

What’s the truth about
pot, cocaine, LSD, PCP,
crack, speed and downers?
“The Lowdown on Dope”
has information on drugs.
Send a self-addressed,
long, business-sized
envelope and a check or
money order for $5 (this
includes postage and
handling) to: Lowdown,
c/o Ann Landers, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 5777
W. Century Blvd., Suite
700, Los Angeles, CA
90045. To find out more
about Ann Landers and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

ANN LANDERS ®
© 2011

CREATORS.COM
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Classic Ann Landers
®: Unwanted “X-Rated” attention
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Today is Monday, Dec. 12, 
the 346th day of 2011. There are 
19 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 12, 1911, Britain’s 
King George V, who also held 
the title Emperor of India, 
announced during a visit that 
the Indian capital would be 
transferred from Calcutta to 
Delhi.

On this date:
In 1787, Pennsylvania became 

the second state to ratify the 
U.S. Constitution.

In 1870, Joseph H. Rainey of 
South Carolina became the first 
black lawmaker sworn into the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

In 1906, President Theodore 
Roosevelt nominated Oscar 
Straus to be Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor; Straus 
became the first Jewish Cabinet 
member.

In 1917, Father Edward 
Flanagan founded Boys Town 
outside Omaha, Neb.

In 1937, Japanese aircraft 

sank the U.S. gunboat Panay on 
China’s Yangtze River. (Japan 
apologized, and paid $2.2 mil-
lion in reparations.)

In 1946, a United Nations 
committee voted to accept a 
six-block tract of Manhattan 
real estate offered as a gift by 
John D. Rockefeller Jr. to be 
the site of the U.N.’s headquar-
ters.

In 1963, Kenya gained its 
independence from Britain.

In 1971, broadcasting pioneer 
David Sarnoff died in New York 
at age 80.

In 1985, 248 American sol-
diers and eight crew members 
were killed when an Arrow Air 
charter crashed after takeoff 
from Gander, Newfoundland.

In 2000, George W. Bush was 
transformed into the president-
elect as a divided U.S. Supreme 
Court reversed a state court 
decision for recounts in 
Florida’s contested election.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
TV host Bob Barker is 88. 
Former New York City Mayor 
Edward Koch (kahch) is 87. 
Basketball Hall of Famer Bob 
Pettit is 79. Singer Connie 
Francis is 74. Singer Dionne 
Warwick is 71. Rock singer-
musician Dickey Betts is 68. 
Former race car driver 

Emerson Fittipaldi is 65. Actor 
Wings Hauser is 64. Actor Bill 
Nighy (ny) is 62. Actor Duane 
Chase (Film: “The Sound of 
Music”) is 61. Country singer 
LaCosta is 61. Gymnast-turned-
actress Cathy Rigby is 59. 
Author Lorna Landvik is 57. 
Singer-musician Sheila E. is 54. 
Actress Sheree J. Wilson is 53. 
Pop singer Daniel O’Donnell is 
50. Rock musician Eric 
Schenkman (Spin Doctors) is 
48. Rock musician Nicholas 
Dimichino (Nine Days) is 44. 
News anchor Maggie Rodriguez 
is 42. Actress Jennifer Connelly 
is 41. Actress Madchen Amick 
is 41. Country singer Hank 
Williams III is 39. Actress 
Mayim Bialik is 36. Model 
Bridget Hall is 34.
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Newswest 9 Married Light. (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid TriVita Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Babar Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Alewine Paid Paid Vacuum Little

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Home Im McGee Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Pixie
Life Home Im Dr. Denis Martha Robison Paid Paid Chugging SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Prince Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Chris Mickey
Wom Prince Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Chris Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Prince Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

Almost, Away Movie: The 
Good Ger-
man, Tobey 
Maguire

DEA Charmed Bernie Phineas SportsCenter 
Chris Payne Dinosaur Bernie Phineas

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

The People’s 
Court

Live! With 
Kelly 

La Esclava 
Isaura (SS)

Today Payne Enarson Sesame 
Street

Jeremy Kyle Cops & 
Coyotes

CSI: NY Supernatural Bernie Phineas ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hoy (SS) Browns Baruch Bernie Phineas

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Today Payne Mark Blitz Sid Payne Gold Rush: 
Alaska

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Parkers Good SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Jim Israel WordWrld Payne Movie: We 

Were Sol-
diers, Greg 
Kinnear 

Parkers Good 

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Casos de 
Familia

Justice Young & 
Restless

Doña Bár-
bara (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Yes, Dear Dr. Denis Curious The 700 
Club 

Dirty Jobs CSI: Crime 
Scene

Smallville My Wife Austin ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Yes, Dear CCM Clifford My Wife Wizards

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Esperanza 
Cor.

Judge B. News Mujeres Al 
Límite

Days of our 
Lives

American Alan Lee Leading interACTIVE American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Movie: 
The People 
Under the 
Stairs 

Wizards SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Swallow Painting Wizards

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Ni Contigo, 
Ni sin Ti

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Dr. Diana Jazzy Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Good Le Batard SportsCenter 
Raymond Dr. Young Delicious Movie: The 

Patriot, Joely 
Richardson

Good Report

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Dos Hogares 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Life American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Chris Good English Pre-
mier League 
Soccer

NFL Prime-
Time Raymond Martha Life Chris Good 

  :PM
 3 :30

Rachael Ray El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Browns American 
Chopper

1,000 Ways 
to Die

Law & Order My Wife Jessie NFL Live 
Judge Friends WordGirl Browns My Wife Jessie

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Judge G. CBS7 María Ce-
leste

News Friends K.I.C.K.S. Fetch! ’70s Sons Ways Die Law & Order Parkers Austin SportsNation Around
Jdg Judy Judge G. CBS 7 Inside Ed. Friends Pendleton Cyber ’70s Sons Ways Die Parkers Austin Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Big Bang News Noticias News King Schwarz Charlie Rose ’Til Death Sons Movie: The 
Shadow 
Riders

1,000 Ways 
to Die

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Shake it NFL32 SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Big Bang CBS Noticiero News King Yohanan King Sons Good 

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Cuando Me Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Van Impe PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld Sons of 
Guns 

Ways Die Law & Order Wizards SportsCenter Monday 
Night Count-
down 

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld McGee Seinfeld Ways Die Movie: Not 
Easily Bro-
ken, Maeve 
Quinlan 

Shake It

  :PM
 7 :30

Dog for 
Christmas

Familia-
Suerte

Terra Nova Broke Girl Una Maid en Fear Factor Fam. Guy Upd Antiques 
Roadshow

Hart of Dixie Sons of 
Guns 

Movie: White 
Christmas, 
Rosemary 
Clooney 

1,000 Ways 
to Die

The Closer ANT Farm Pardon
Broke Girl Fam. Guy Hansen Good Luck 

Charlie
Bowl Mania 
Special 

NFL Football: 
St. Louis 
Rams at 
Seattle 
Seahawks.

  :PM
 8 :30

You Deserve 
It 

Fuerza-Des-
tino

House Two Men Flor Salvaje 
(SS)

Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

Antiques 
Roadshow

Hart of Dixie Sons of 
Guns 

Ways Die The Closer 
Mike Fam. Guy Ways Die

  :PM
 9 :30

Castle Don Fran-
cisco

Simpsons Hawaii 
Five-0 

La Casa de 
al Lado

Rock Center Fam. Guy Forgotten 
Ellis

Cops American 
Guns 

Ways Die Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Movie: 
Three Can 
Play That 
Game 

Wizards
How I Met Fam. Guy ’Til Death (:45) 

Movie: White 
Christmas, 
Rosemary 
Clooney 

Ways Die Shake It

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan House Charlie Rose King Sons of 
Guns 

Ways Die The Closer ANT Farm SportsCtr
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Sin Senos no Jay Leno Uri Harel South Pk Ways Die Good Football SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Hasta que el 
Dinero

Law Order: 
CI

Offi ce Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

World South Pk American 
Guns 

Ways Die Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards SportsNation 
Late Decisiones 

(SS)
Late Night Offi ce T. Smiley Roseanne 1,000 Ways 

to Die
Wizards

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Mañana-
Siempre

Raymond Conan Upd (Off Air) Roseanne Sons of 
Guns 

CSI: NY Movie: 
The People 
Under the 
Stairs 

Good NFL Films NFL Prime-
Time Paid Fam. Guy Insider Pagado News Dr. Denis Focus 4 Movie: 

Welcome to 
Mooseport, 
Marcia Gay 
Harden

Ways Die Good Football

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid La Jaula American Ent Pagado (:06) Today Seinfeld Light of the 
Southwest

All/World Sons of 
Guns 

Ways Die Leverage Random Bowl Mania 
Special 

SportsCenter 
Paid Par Ases TMZ Paid Pagado Seinfeld Munroe 1,000 Ways 

to Die
ANT Farm

  :AM
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

King/Hill (:07) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: With-
out a Paddle: 
Nature’s 
Calling

Study Paid Law & Order The 
Mo’Nique 

Deck SportsCenter 
Paid Before We 

Say Goodbye 
(SS)

Youssef Paid Ways Die Deck

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: Kiss-
ing Jessica 
Stein, Scott 
Cohen

Carson Door-Wis-
dom

Healthy Paid Movie: His-
tory of the 
World: Part I 

Paid Law & Order Popoff Phineas SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Fitness Paid Paid BET Inspira-

tion
Phineas Football

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married New Your Health TriVita Paid Law & Order Phineas SportsNation SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married CCM Paid Paid Popoff Phineas
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MOUNTAINVIEW MERCHANTILE
SPORTZ & TRINKETS
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D & S GIFTS
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FRANKLIN & SON GOODYEAR-
BIG SPRING/STANTON
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NFL scores and standings
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
                       W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
New Eng	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 396	 274
N.Y. Jets	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 327	 270
Buffalo	 5	 8	 0	 .385	 288	 341
Miami	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 256	 246
South
                       W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Houston	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 330	 208
Tennessee	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 266	 251
Jacksonville	4	 9	 0	 .308	 193	 252
Indianapolis	0	 13	 0	 .000	 184	 382
North
                       W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Baltimore	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 320	 202
Pittsburgh	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 282	 198
Cincinnati	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 285	 270
Cleveland	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 178	 254
West
                      W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Denver	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 269	 302
Oakland	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 290	 354
San Diego	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 324	 299
Kansas City	 5	 8	 0	 .385	 173	 305

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
                      W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
N.Y. Giants	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 324	 349
Dallas	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 317	 281
Philadelphia	5	 8	 0	 .385	 297	 292
Washington	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 229	 290
South
                       W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
x-New Orl	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 415	 286
Atlanta	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 300	 267
Carolina	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 313	 355
Tampa Bay	 4	 9	 0	 .308	 232	 370
North
                       W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
y-Green Bay	 13	 0	 0	 1.000	 466	 278
Detroit	 8	 5	 0	 .615	 367	 305
Chicago	 7	 6	 0	 .538	 301	 255
Minnesota	 2	 11	 0	 .154	 274	 364
West
                      W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
y-San Fran	 10	 3	 0	 .769	 307	 182
Arizona	 6	 7	 0	 .462	 253	 288
Seattle	 5	 7	 0	 .417	 216	 246
St. Louis	 2	 10	 0	 .167	 140	 296

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

Thursday’s game:
Pittsburgh 14, Cleveland 3

Sunday’s games:
New Orleans 22, Tennessee 17
Baltimore 24, Indianapolis 10
N.Y. Jets 37, Kansas City 10
Detroit 34, Minnesota 28
Houston 20, Cincinnati 19
Jacksonville 41, Tampa Bay 14
Atlanta 31, Carolina 23
Philadelphia 26, Miami 10
New England 34, Washington 27
Arizona 21, San Francisco 19
Denver 13, Chicago 10, OT
San Diego 37, Buffalo 10
Green Bay 46, Oakland 16
N.Y. Giants 37, Dallas 34

Monday’s game:
St. Louis at Seattle, 8:30 p.m.

TEXANS
From Page 6

Leinart suffered season-
ending injuries in con-
secutive weeks. Making 
only his second start, 
Yates led the Texans on 
their biggest comeback 
of the season.

With everything on the 
line for both teams, the 
Bengals (7-6) couldn’t 
stop him.

“A rookie quarterback 
beat us today,” safety 
Chris Crocker said. 
“He did it with both his 
arm and his feet. I don’t 
even know what to say. 
Wow.”

Wow, indeed.
Yates scrambled 17 

yards on third-and-15 to 
keep the drive going. A 
pass interference pen-

alty on Adam “Pacman” 
Jones put the ball at 
the 6-yard line with 12 
seconds left. After an 
incompletion, Walter 
lined up wide right, cut 
to the middle of the field 
and was uncovered at 
the goal line.

Offensive tackle Duane 
Brown ran to Yates and 
repeatedly slapped his 
helmet in celebration.

The kid had come 
through when it mat-
tered most.

“Hey, we’re champs!” 
receiver Jacoby Jones 
said. “All my years I’ve 
been playing, I’ve never 
been on a team that got 
over the hump.”

Only 41,202 fans — the 
second-smallest crowd 
in Paul Brown Stadium 
history — showed up to 
watch the Bengals turn 

themselves into a long 
shot for the playoffs. 
They’d lost three of their 
last four, including a 35-7 
drubbing in Pittsburgh 
last week that essential-
ly eliminated them from 
the AFC North race.

Now, they’re going to 
need help getting the fi-
nal wild card berth.

“As far as the team 
goes, they are very dis-
appointed and I’m going 
to have to pump some air 
in them,” coach Marvin 
Lewis said. “Before this 
game, we controlled our 
own destiny, and now I 
can’t tell you what is go-
ing to happen.”

The Texans have kept 
winning while losing 
quarterbacks. They 
took the final step into 
the playoffs without 
Johnson.

DALLAS
From Page 6

Manningham had two catches for 
62 yards, including a 47-yard touch-
down.

“Guys stepped up and made some 
big plays,” Manning said.

Romo was 21 of 31 for 321 yards with 
four touchdowns, two in the fourth 
quarter.

Laurent Robinson caught four pass-
es for 137 yards and a touchdown, with 
a 74-yarder. Austin, who’d missed the 
previous six weeks with a hamstring 
injury, caught four passes for 63 yards 
with a touchdown. Dez Bryant’s only 
catch was a 50-yard touchdown that 
put Dallas up by 12 in the fourth.

Felix Jones ran for 106 yards, and 
caught six passes for 31 yards. He 
started the season as Dallas’ featured 
running back, and will end it that 
way, too, now that Murray is gone. 
The rookie got his foot twisted awk-
wardly at the end of an 8-yard run in 
the first quarter. He finished his sea-
son with 899 yards, with a franchise-
record 253 coming in one game.

“This one’s going to hurt, it’s going 
to sting, but we’ve got to figure out 
how to do things a little better and 
play our best game of the season next 
week,” Romo said.

Both teams came in knowing this 
was a huge swing game. And, for the 
first 55 minutes, neither team led by 
more than five points.

The Giants got the scoring going 
with Pierre-Paul’s sack of Romo for 
a safety. The 64-yarder to Nicks gave 
them a first-and-goal from the 5 and 
a chance to really break things open, 
but they settled for a field goal, and 
soon found themselves trailing 7-5.

After the teams traded touchdowns, 
leaving Dallas still ahead by two 
points, Pierre-Paul forced Jones to 
fumble and New York recovered at 
the Dallas 14. But the Giants again 
managed only a field goal, albeit to 
take the lead.

Bailey made a 49-yard field goal 
as time expired to put the Cowboys 
on top again, and he made another 
49-yarder in the third quarter.

Manningham’s touchdown put New 
York back in front, but then Dallas 
seemed to put the game away with 
touchdowns by Austin and Bryant. 
Only, it wasn’t enough.

The Cowboys have lost six straight 
Sunday night games. They are 0-3 
against the Giants at Cowboys Stadi-
um. Romo also continued his trend of 
soaring in November, then slumping 
in December.

‘’We need to get a win next week and 
get back going,” Romo said.

BRAWL
From Page 6

Chicago State, Okla-
homa and the Bearcats’ 
Big East opener at Pitts-
burgh.

Cincinnati consulted 
with the Big East over 
the penalties.

“The very unfortunate 
events that occurred 
in the final seconds of 
Saturday’s Cincinnati-
Xavier basketball game 
have no place within in-
tercollegiate athletics,” 
Big East Commissioner 
John Marinatto said. 
“The University of Cin-
cinnati has responded 
with swift, expeditious 
and appropriate action.”
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201 W. Marcy Dr.                 432-267-3363

22
94

58

Merry Christmas!

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.

1900 E. FM 700 • 432-263-7441

218108

For those sparkling gifts for
your special someone - stop by

and see our Santa Staff Assistants
for your seletions.

We are now open every day for your
holiday shopping ~ Mon.-Sat. 10-8 

and Sunday 1-5

Inside The Big Spring Mall                           432-267-6335

21
83

60

Faye’s 
Flowers

1013 Gregg St.         432-267-2571
229464

Traditional and Progressive
Chiropractic Care

• Dr. Jody Reid • Dr. Peter Warner
• Dr. Marcus Villarreal

www.backinmotionbigspring.com
1113 S. Scurry       432-267-BACK (2225)

22
96

08

My Favorite Place
Let Us Be Your Favorite Place

*Massage * Hair *Mani *Pedis
*Facials *Waxing

Mon.-Fri. 10am-6m  Sat. 10am-3pm
618 Gregg St.                                  432-263-3283

22
96

19
MATCH THE SANTA TO HIS WORKSHOP!!

Santa No.
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________

Business
My Favorite Place
Walmart
Back In Motion

Blum’s
Klassic Kleaners

Elrod’s Furniture
Faye’s Flowers
Higginbotham-Bartlett

NAME:_________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________
CITY: __________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________________________

This entry form must be received by 
Friday, December 16 at 10 a.m. Drop off your form 

at the Big Spring Herald at 710 Scurry St. 
The winner will be the one who correctly matches 

the most Santas to his business/workshop.
There will be 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners.

Gift certificates will be given away to use at the 
participating businesses. Winners will be announced 

in the Sunday, December 18th Edition
 of the Big Spring Herald!

All decisions are final at the discretion of the Big Spring Herald

Don’t Miss Your Chance To Win Multiple Gift Cards!

1 2 3 54 6 7 8

Play For Your Chance To Win
Gift Certificates

Provided By The Following Merchants

PACKERS
From Page 6

McCarthy said. “You could 
have asked me that six 
years ago, I would have 
said the same damn thing. 
That’s the way we think 
around here.”

Rodgers got an early rest 
in the blowout, as backup 
Matt Flynn took over late 
in the third.

“This is the kind of game 
you want to play going into 
the playoffs,” Rodgers said.

Carson Palmer threw for 
245 yards with a touchdown 
and four interceptions 
for the Raiders (7-6), who 
looked like anything but le-
gitimate contenders in the 
AFC West.

“I’m not going to let this 
team keep going back-
wards,” coach Hue Jackson 
said. “The last two weeks, 
we haven’t come close to 
playing or looking like the 
football team we’ve been.”

Oakland was without in-
jured running back Darren 
McFadden, along with wide 

receivers Jacoby Ford and 
Denarius Moore. And the 
Raiders made plenty of mis-
takes to help an opponent 
that doesn’t really need it.

“You are not going to 
beat a high school team 
with the penalties and mis-
takes (like) the ones that we 
made,” linebacker Aaron 
Curry said. “You make a lot 
of mistakes, you lose.”

Palmer threw an inter-
ception on the Raiders’ first 
possession, and Oakland 
committed eight penalties 
in the first half alone.

And while the Packers’ 
play has been far from per-
fect for most of the season, 
especially on defense, this 
one was total domination. 
Things got out of hand so 
quickly that the Raiders 
tried a fake punt in the sec-
ond quarter. As was the 
case for most things the 
Raiders attempted Sunday, 
it didn’t work.

Grant rediscovered his 
big-play ability for the 
Packers, breaking a 47-yard 
run two plays after Palm-
er threw an interception 

to rookie linebacker D.J. 
Smith on the Raiders’ first 
possession.

The Packers were with-
out injured running back 
James Starks, who had sur-
passed Grant in the Pack-
ers’ rotation. Until that 
play, Grant hadn’t looked 
like his explosive old self 
for most of the season.

After a defensive stop, 
Rodgers directed a 10-play, 
80-yard drive that ended 
with a 4-yard scoring pass 
to Ryan Taylor — the rook-
ie’s first career touchdown.

Trailing 31-0 with about 
six minutes left in the half, 
the Raiders tried the fake 
punt. But Shane Lechler 
threw high to Rock Cart-
wright for an incompletion, 
and the Packers took over at 
the Oakland 28-yard line.

The Raiders finally got on 
the scoreboard in the third 
quarter when Michael Bush 
ran for a 2-yard touchdown 
to cut the lead to 34-7.

Packers outside lineback-
er Erik Walden scored on 
a fumble return late in the 
third quarter. 

PATRIOTS
From Page 6

No. 14 that everyone will re-
member.

Gronkowski made a diving 
catch, got up, dragged DeJon 
Gomes and Reed Doughty a 
few yards and escaped while 
tiptoeing along the sidelines. 
Gronkowski tiptoed again when 
hit by Wilson and stumbled 
ahead to complete the 49-yard 
gain.

“That play was right in front 
of us,” New England coach Bill 
Belichick said. “He did a great 
job there, getting the ball off the 
ground, breaking a couple tack-
les, staying in bounds — he had 
almost no room to work with on 
the sideline. ... He’s a tough guy 
to cover, a tough guy to match 
up on.”

But the Patriots didn’t have 
the game won until they caught 
a couple of breaks at the end of 
Washington’s final possession. 
The Redskins drove from their 
own 20 to New England’s 5, but 
Santana Moss’ catch at the goal 
line was negated by a pass inter-
ference call on the receiver, and 

then Moss tipped a pass into the 
hands of linebacker Jerod Mayo 
to save the day for a New Eng-
land defense that ranks last in 
the league in yards allowed — 
and one that can’t keep cutting 
it this close come playoff time.

“You kind of don’t want to 
give up those yards in the first 
place,” Patriots safety James 
Ihedigbo said. “But at the same 
time, we’re going to bow our 
necks once we get down there, 
and say, ‘Hey, they’re not get-
ting in the end zone.’”

The Redskins (4-9) amassed 
a season-high 463 yards but 
lost for the eighth time in nine 
games. Already playing with-
out tight end Fred Davis and left 
tackle Trent Williams — both 
suspended for the rest of the 
season last week for violating 
the NFL’s drugs policy — Wash-
ington lost another offensive 
starter during pregame warm-
ups when right tackle Jammal 
Brown injured his right groin.

In addition to the crucial flag 
on Moss, linebacker London 
Fletcher was whistled in the 
second quarter for a personal 
foul call that appeared particu-
larly egregious. 
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