
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Monday’s wintry weather 
— which is expected to extend 
well into today with freezing 

temperatures and icy condi-
tions not likely to give way 
until Wednesday — served 
as an effective pop-quiz for 
Crossroads drivers who may 
have wondered whether or 

not they were 
ready for inclem-
ent conditions.

However, with 
plenty of winter 
still to come, local 
emergency and 
law enforcement 
officials say this is 
the wrong time to 
be issuing a sigh 
of relief.

“Things were 
fairly quiet Mon-
day morning. We 
had some minor 
traffic accidents 
caused by the icy 

weather, but nothing major,” 
Sgt. Tony Everett, public in-
formation officer with the Big 
Spring Police Department, 
said Monday afternoon. “The 

Texas Department of Trans-
portation guys did a really 
good job of taking care of the 
problem areas, which is a 
huge help. In a situation like 
this, you’d like to think we’re 
out of the woods, but we’re a 
long ways from that ... a re-
ally long ways.”

Everett was referring to wet 
road conditions, combined 
with temperatures expected 
to drop into the low-to-mid 
20s most of this week. Add to 
that several months before 
the threat of winter storms 
are gone, and the need for 
Crossroads residents to re-
main on their toes becomes 
very important.

“It’s not really complicated. 
If you don’t have to leave your 
home in this kind of weather, 
don’t,” Everett said firmly. 

“The easiest way to avoid 
an accident in these kinds of 
driving conditions is to stay 
off the roadways. Unfortu-
nately, that’s not always an 
option. The second most im-
portant rule is to give your-
self plenty of extra time to 

See WINTER, Page 3A
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Robbery
suspect
sought
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Police Department is in-
vestigating a robbery that took place during 
the early morning hours today at a 7-Eleven 
convenience store.

According to Sgt. Tony Everett, BSPD 
public information officer, the robbery was 
reported at approximately 3:09 a.m. at the 
local convenience store, located at 1801 S. 
Gregg St.

“Officers were dispatched to the store in 
reference to a robbery,” Everett said. “Of-
ficers were advised by the clerk that a His-
panic female had just robbed the store. She 
was described as heavy-set, wearing blue 
jeans, a dark jacket and a toboggan.

“The clerk stated the suspect was armed 
with a rifle or a shotgun, pointed it at the 
victim and demanded money. The clerk 
complied and the suspect fled the store on 
foot to the north side of the store.”

Anyone with information regarding this 
or any other crime is encouraged to contact 
the BSPD at 432-264-2550 or Big Spring Area 
Crimestoppers at 263-TIPS (8477) or 264-
TIPS (8477).
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An early morning fire in the 900 block of E. 12th Street claimed the life of a Big Spring woman today. 
Preliminary indications point to combustibles left too near a space heater as a cause of the blaze.

Woman dies in house fire

No letup in wintry weather

College Luminaria
planned Thursday
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Howard College’s Christmas gift to the 
community will be unveiled Thursday 
when HC holds its annual Luminaria cer-
emony.

See LUMINARIA, Page 3A

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Officials are investigating the 
cause of a house fire that claimed 
the life of a Big Spring woman early 
today.

Dora Lewis, no age given, was 
declared dead at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center from injuries sus-
tained in the fire, Big Spring Fire 
Marshal Carl Condray said.

Fire and emergency medical ser-
vice units responded to the 900 block 
of E. 12th Street at approximately 
3:40 a.m. today to find a residence 

fully engulfed by flames. The fire 
was brought under control within 
an hour, but firefighters remained 
on the scene until shortly after 6 
a.m. to guard against flare-ups.

No other injuries were reported 
in the incident, Condray said.

The victim’s house was described 
as a total loss, but no other property 
sustained significant damage, offi-
cials said.

Condray said the cause of the fire 
is still under investigation, but pre-
liminary indications are that it was 
accidental.

“It appears there were combus-
tibles that came in contact with a 
space heater and that’s what caused 
the fire,” he said. “But that’s very 
preliminary at this time.”

Condray urged people to use ex-
treme caution when using portable 
appliances to heat their homes.

“People need to be very, very care-
ful (when using space heaters),” 
Condray said. “Although they can 
be used quite safely, under the 
wrong set of circumstances, 

See FIRE, Page 3A

Classes delayed;
meeting postponed

Howard County school 
districts got a late start 
again today because of the 
icy conditions. Students re-
ported at 10 a.m. at all three 
districts, officials said.

At least one event sched-
uled for tonight has been 
postponed. The Compas-
sionate Friends’ candlelight 
service, set for 7:30 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church, will 
be held at a later date.

For more information, call 
393-5799 or 263-3726.



• RICKY LEE TATE, 23, was booked into the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated.

• TRICIA DIANE CASTILLO, 36, was booked into 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on municipal 
warrants for failure to yield right of way, no driv-
er’s license (two counts) and violation of a promise 
to appear.

• SHAWNA GAIL ELLISON, 29, was arrested 
Saturday by the HCSO on a charge of bail jumping 
– failure to appear and municipal warrants for dis-
playing expired registration (two counts), failure to 
appear (four counts), failure to display driver’s 
license, failure to maintain financial responsibility 
(two counts), failure to use proper safety seat sys-
tem for child, violation of a promise to appear (two 
counts) and expired motor vehicle inspection.

• ASHLEY ELAINE ELLISON, 24, was arrested 
Saturday by the HCSO on charges of resisting 
arrest, search or transportation, driving while 
license suspended, displaying expired inspection, 
disregarding a stop sign and failure to signal turn.

• PAUL EVERETTE JORDAN, 51, was booked 
into the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• MAURO PERALTA AGUINAGA, 51, was arrest-
ed Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while 
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension.

• ROLAND KEITH THACKER, 44, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of driving while intoxicated – third or more 
offense.

• MALCOME HEATH JONES, 31, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• FRANK EARL TOUCHY, 38, was booked into the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

• MANUEL SOSA IV, 18, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on a capias pro fine for minor in con-
sumption of alcohol.

• STEVEN GAMBOA, 27, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on a charge of driving while license 
invalid with a previous conviction or suspension.

• DOMINICK ROBERT PENA, 24, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday by the Martin County 
Sheriff’s Office on a Martin County warrant for 
injury to a child – serious bodily injury/mental.

• JESSE RAMOS, 39, was booked into the county 
jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• ADAM CHARLES FLOWERS, 17, was booked 
into the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge 
of consumption of alcohol by a minor.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

Note: No arrests were reported for the correspond-
ing times.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 
in the 1000 block of E. 16th Street.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 1400 block of Lexington.
In the 1100 block of N. Lamesa.
In the 200 block of W. Third Street.
• ASSAULT was reported:
In the 3600 block of W. Highway 80.
In the 1400 block of S. Benton.
In the 1800 block of N. Highway 87.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1900 

block of Wasson Road.
• ROBBERY was reported in the 1800 block of S. 

Gregg Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 61 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• TIMOTHY JOSEPH MAJOR JR., 37, was booked 
into the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges 
of driving while license invalid with a previous 
conviction or suspension, accident involving dam-
age to a vehicle and criminal mischief – more than 
$1,500 and less than $20,000.

• LESLIE ANN RODRIGUEZ, 24, was booked into 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on municipal 
warrants for driving while license invalid (two 
counts).

Modesto C. Requejo
Modesto C. Requejo, 64, of Big 

Spring died Saturday, Dec. 3, 2011, 
at Scenic Mountain Medical Center. 
The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will be held at 
2:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8, 2011, at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home with 
Marcos Arizemendi Jr. officiating. 
Burial will be at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

He was born Feb. 24, 1947, in Mexico to Paula and 
Tomas Requejo. He moved to Howard County in 
1974 from Mexico. He was a retired welder, having 
worked at Williams Fabrication. He was a Jehovah’s 
Witness.

He is survived by three daughters, Agostina 
Requejo, Angie Requejo and husband Arturo 
Jackson and Norma Requejo, all of Big Spring; 
three sons, Ernesto Requejo and wife Zuleika of 
Midland, Josue Requejo of Big Spring and Daniel 
Requejo of Walland, Tenn.; four brothers, Carlos 
Requejo and wife Cuca, Jesus Requejo and wife 
Tina and Manuel Requejo and wife Elva, all of 
Mexico, and Roberto Vargas and wife Suki of 
Midland; seven grandchildren and numerous niec-
es and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by two nieces.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Isaac H. LaRue
Isaac H. LaRue, 74, of Coahoma 

died Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011, in a local 
hospital. Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 7, 
2011, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel with the Rev. 
Richard Dickerson officiating. 
Interment will follow at Coahoma 
Cemetery.

The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
6, 2011, at the funeral home.

Isaac was born Jan. 19, 1937, in Ardmore, Okla., 
and married Christene Brooks on Oct. 1, 1955, in 
Ardmore.

He served in the United States Navy from 1953 to 
1962. He worked as a gin manager, farmer and 
finally as foreman with J.W. Gray Dirt Contractors 
for 20 years. He loved to fish and play with his 
grandchildren.

He was a Baptist.
Survivors include his wife, Christene LaRue of 

Coahoma; two sons, Bobby LaRue and wife Laura 
of Coahoma and Charles LaRue of Snyder; one 
daughter, Ginger King and husband Billy of 
Coahoma; one brother, Carl LaRue; seven grand-
daughters, Jennifer Cox, Cristy Archer, Bailey 
LaRue, Tara Green, Vanessa Arista, Paige Hipp 
and Amy Lowe; four grandsons, Isaac King, Zack 
King, David LaRue and Rese LaRue; and several 
great-grandchildren.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, Harvey 
and Oma (Lee) LaRue.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Paid obituary

Joann Elaine Castleberry
Joann Elaine Castleberry, 66, of 

Stanton died Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011, 
at her residence. Funeral services 
will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 7, 2011, at Belvue Church of 
Christ with Bill Welsh officiating. 
Interment will follow at Evergreen 
Cemetery.

The family will receive friends 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
6, 2011, at the funeral home.

She was born Nov. 29, 1945, in Big 
Spring, Texas, and married Denton Castleberry on 
Nov. 29, 1979. He preceded her in death Aug. 8, 
1987.

Joann was a longtime resident of Martin County. 
She was a loving wife, mother, sister and grand-
mother.

Survivors include one son, Tim Castleberry; one 
daughter, Lisa Atchison and husband Jimbo; four 
grandsons, Brandon Audas, Jeremy Audas, Austin 
Baker and Andy Baker; a great-grandson, Jackson 
Audas; two sisters, Linda Shanks and husband 
Terry and Nelda Evans and husband Glen; two 
brothers, Johnny Wells and wife Jan and Theadore 
Wells and wife Vicki. 

She was also preceded in death by her parents, 
Billy Joe and Joyce Wells.

The family suggests memorials be made to 
Turning Point, 2000 Maurice Rd., Odessa, Texas 
79763.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can 
be made at: www.npwelch.com

Paid obituary
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Obituaries Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

12/7

50/28
A mainly
sunny sky.
High around
50F. Winds
W at 10 to
15 mph.

Sunrise:
7:34 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Thu

12/8

55/29
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:35 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Fri

12/9

47/26
More sun
than clouds.
Highs in the
upper 40s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:35 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sat

12/10

52/33
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
50s and
lows in the
low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:36 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Sun

12/11

60/36
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:37 AM

Sunset:
5:42 PM

Brownsville
62/37

Houston

54/32

Austin
54/28

Dallas
48/30

El Paso
43/26

Amarillo
45/22

San Antonio
57/32

Big Spring

50/28

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 49 29 sunny Kingsville 61 32 pt sunny
Amarillo 45 22 sunny Livingston 51 26 sunny
Austin 54 28 sunny Longview 48 29 sunny
Beaumont 55 31 sunny Lubbock 44 22 sunny
Brownsville 62 37 pt sunny Lufkin 51 27 sunny
Brownwood 51 28 sunny Midland 48 30 sunny
Corpus Christi 59 35 pt sunny Raymondville 63 35 pt sunny
Corsicana 48 29 sunny Rosenberg 54 30 sunny
Dallas 48 30 sunny San Antonio 57 32 sunny
Del Rio 56 32 sunny San Marcos 54 28 sunny
El Paso 43 26 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 47 29 sunny
Fort Stockton 52 28 mst sunny Sweetwater 48 29 sunny
Gainesville 45 27 sunny Tyler 47 28 sunny
Greenville 46 27 sunny Weatherford 46 26 sunny
Houston 54 32 sunny Wichita Falls 45 26 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 50 33 rain Minneapolis 28 15 pt sunny
Boston 49 33 rain New York 51 37 rain
Chicago 35 24 pt sunny Phoenix 59 36 sunny
Dallas 48 30 sunny San Francisco 60 44 sunny
Denver 42 18 sunny Seattle 42 35 pt sunny
Houston 54 32 sunny St. Louis 39 28 pt sunny
Los Angeles 65 41 sunny Washington, DC 52 36 rain
Miami 81 65 pt sunny

Moon Phases

First
Dec 2

Full
Dec 10

Last
Dec 18

New
Dec 24

UV Index

Wed

12/7
3

Moderate

Thu

12/8
3

Moderate

Fri

12/9
3

Moderate

Sat

12/10
3

Moderate

Sun

12/11
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Teri Nall, 54, died 
Friday.  Funeral servic-
es will be at 4:30 p.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with burial at 
Cuthbert Cemetery in 
Mitchell County.

Ana M. Ramirez, 72, 
died Saturday.  Funeral 
services will be at 2 p.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park. 

Modesto C. Requejo, 
64, died Saturday. The 
family will receive 
friends from 6 p.m. until 
7 p.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Funeral services 
will be at 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home 
with burial at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

WINTER
Continued from Page 1A

get where you’re going. 
That’s one of the most 
common mistakes peo-
ple make when they 
drive in bad condi-
tions.”

Some other tips Ever-
ett pointed out drivers 
can follow to stay safe in 
icy conditions include:

— Decrease your speed 
and leave yourself plen-
ty of room to stop. You 
should allow at least 
three times more space 
than usual between you 
and the car in front of 
you.

— Brake gently to 
avoid skidding. If your 
wheels start to lock up, 
ease off the brake.

— Turn on your lights 
to increase your visibil-
ity to other motorists.

— Keep your lights 
and windshield clean.

— Use low gears to 
keep traction, especially 
on hills.

— Don’t use cruise 
control or overdrive on 
icy roads.

— Be especially care-
ful on bridges, over-
passes and infrequently 
traveled roads, which 
will freeze first. Even 
at temperatures above 
freezing, if the condi-

tions are wet, you could 
encounter ice in shady 
areas or on exposed 
roadways like bridges.

— Don’t assume your 
vehicle can handle all 
conditions. Even four-
wheel and front-wheel 
drive vehicles can en-
counter trouble on win-
ter roads.

For more information 

on the weather and fore-
casts, visit accuweath-
er.com

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-

7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

LUMINARIA
Continued from Page 1A

Hundreds of luminar-
ias and other holiday 
decorations will light 
up the college’s Birdwell 
Lane campus, Christmas 
music will be played and 
Santa Claus will pay a 
visit to hear children’s 
gift requests and pose 
for photos.

The event will be held 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the area 
between the Hall Center 
and the student union 
building. There is no 
admission charge, but 
people are asked to bring 
non-perishable food 
items to support the Phi 
Theta Kappa food drives. 
Donations go to the local 
Salvation Army.

Cookies and hot choco-
late will be served.

For more information, 
contact the college at 
264-5000.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331 
ext. 234 or by e-mail at 
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

Take Note
• Coahoma Christmas Concert, featuring 

the Coahoma Choir Kids and members of 
the third grade class, will be held at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in the school cafteria. Everyone 
is invited; the event is free.

• A benefit account for the Arguello fam-
ily, who lost two family members in a 
recent house fire in Coahoma, has been 
established at Western Bank. Interested 
persons can contribute to the account at 
any of the bank’s three locations (two in 
Big Spring; one in Coahoma). For more in-
formation, call 432-394-4256. 

• An account has been established at 
Wells Fargo to help defray medical ex-
penses for 4-year-old Zayde Stallings, who 
recently died of a rare heart condition. 
She was the daughter of Kenny and Renea 
Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more 
information, contact Four Seasons Insula-
tion and Siding at 264-8610. The account 
number is 7938527277.

• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home for Mike Williams, 39, a 
lifetime resident of Big Spring who died 
Nov. 1. He leaves behind a wife and seven 
children. Any donations can be brought to 
the funeral home office at 301 E. 24th St. 
For more information, call 267-8288.

• American Cancer Society will have 
its board meetings at noon on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month through April. 
Lunch will be furnished. Meetings will 
take place at Home Hospice, located at 111 
E. Seventh. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. 
Training will be provided and geared to 
your time frame. Volunteers are needed 
for in office duties as well as sitters, deliv-
eries and crafts. To find out more informa-
tion or to volunteer contact Sherry Hod-
nett at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that 
marks and brands be re-registered in the 
county or counties in which you operate. 
The re-registration period began Aug. 31 
and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At the con-
clusion date, all marks and brands that 
have not been re-registered are automati-
cally available for registration by another 
party. For additional information, contact 
the Howard County Clerk’s Office at 264-
2214 or 264-2213.

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your 
help! We are in need of volunteers to fill 
a variety of positions such as tour guides, 
front desk, clerical, events, and many oth-
ers. Set your hours and days of the week 
you are available. Meet new people and 
enjoy a rewarding experience. For more 
information, contact Emma Bogard at 432-
267-2963.

• Big Spring Education Employees Fed-

eral Credit Union is raising money to ben-
efit Maurine Pittman, who is undergoing 
cancer treatment in a Dallas-area hospi-
tal. For more information, call the credit 
union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at 
Western Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-
old Big Spring resident with cystic fibro-
sis who is recovering from a double lung 
transplant in Dallas. All donations are ap-
preciated. For more information, call 432-
213-0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its an-
nual heater drive and is in dire need of 
heaters. Community members can do-
nate new or used heaters. Monetary dona-
tions are also welcomed. Donations can be 
made at the main office, located at 811 W. 
Fifth St., Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation 
Foundation (HPF) is an independent na-
tional nonprofit dedicated to helping dis-
tressed homeowners navigate financial 
challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and 
are in need of foreclosure help, the time to 
call 888-995-HOPE is now. The Homeown-
er’s HOPE hotline is a counseling service 
provided by HPF to work with you to find 
a solution to your problem. HPF can pro-
vide counseling free of charge, in English 
and 170 other languages, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, 365 days a year. Free free 
foreclosure help, call the hotline.

• Fridays are live band dance nights at 
Big Spring Senior Center, 1901 Simler. 
Senior adults are invited to an evening of 
fellowship (and good exercise) from 7:30 
p.m. to 10 p.m. each Friday. Cost is $8 per 
person. For more information or to find 
out what band is playing, call the Senior 
Center at 432-267-1628.

• A benefit fund for Chris Johnson (ac-
count 5945033396) has been established at 
Wells Fargo Bank to help defray expenses 
from a house fire. All donations are appre-
ciated.

• The Salvation Army has funding for 
Texas Military Personnel now serving or 
has served in Iraq or Afghanistan. The 
military member or their family member 
may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 267-
8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD 
Fund of Permian Basin Area Foundation. 

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thurs-
days at St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-
in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in is confidential 
and you don’t have to talk if you don’t 
want to. Flexible payment options.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is 
to promote and support quality volunteers 
who speak for the best interest of abused 

and neglected children in court in an ef-
fort to find each child a safe, nurturing 
and permanent home. We currently have 
55 children in foster care without a volun-
teer.  We need your help. If you’re inter-
ested in volunteering please contact Suzy 
Milliken at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is ac-
cepting appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 
p.m. the first and third Wednesday of each 
month. Individuals seeking legal advice 
for matters concerning family law, di-
vorce, custody and child support issues, 
social security cases, employment and 
housing may contact the office to schedule 
an appointment. Criminal cases are not 
accepted. Anyone recently served with le-
gal documents should call the office imme-
diately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties 
are in critical need of foster families. Fos-
ter parents are the caretakers for the chil-
dren in the community who have been 
abused or neglected. For more informa-
tion on becoming foster parents or adop-
tive families, call the Children’s Protec-
tive Services office at 263-9669.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an 
American Cancer Society Resource Room 
is available at First Methodist Church. 
This center provides information and 
valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established 
in memory of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, 
maintains a room with free hats, wigs and 
head coverings available for check-out by 
those dealing with hair loss due to cancer 
treatment. Other services and resources 
are also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” 
Marci Lykken at 267-2915 or the local ACS 
office at 432-683-6375.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volun-
teers to drive cancer patients to treatment 
in Midland. This requires just a few hours 
commitment each month. To volunteer, or 
to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 
277-1618, the High Plains American Can-
cer Group Report Center. Anyone wish-
ing to volunteer to drive in this program 
should call Sherry Hodnett, president of 
the Big Spring ACS Board, at 264-7599 at 
her office at Home Hospice.

• All Creatures Sanctuary and Rescue 
has an account set up with Big Spring 
Salvage at 3608 N. Hwy. 87 for all types of 
metals and aluminum cans. All Creatures 
Sanctuary and Rescue is also still taking 
weight circles off of all Purina brand dog 
foods. Send your Purina Weight Circles, to 
A.C.S.&R. at P.0. Box 871, Coahoma 79511. 
All Creatures Sanctuary is accepting old 
and used cell phones and ink jet cartridg-
es, for drop off locations in Big Spring and 
Coahoma, call Melanie at 267-7387.

FIRE
Continued from Page 1A

they can be deadly.
“During this time of year, people need to 

exercise caution with these appliances,” 
he added. “If they don’t maintain a clear 
space around the heater and allow air to 
circulate, there can be a fire.”

This marks the second fatal house fire 
in Howard County within the past month. 
Petra Arguello, 60, and her 9-year-old 

grandson Jacob were killed when their 
Coahoma residence was consumed in a 
Nov. 13 blaze.

Contact Staff Writer Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

Subscribe to the 

Herald by calling

263-7331
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Paper seems to be more forever
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Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve 
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

The Orwellian American Left

Addresses

FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

• BARACK 
OBAMA
President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 

20500

• Kay Bailey 
Hutchison
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office 
Building

Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305

Phone: 202-224-
5922

• John Cornyn
U.S. Senator

517 Hart Office 
Building

Washington, D.C. 
20510-4305

Phone: 202-224-
2934

• Randy 
Neugebauer

U.S. 
Representative

19th Cong. District
1510 Scurry
Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-
0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT

• RICK PERRY
Governor

State Capitol, 
Room 2S.1

P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-
2000

• JIM 
LANDTROOP

State 
Representative

Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 1105

Big Spring, 79721

Phone: (432) 517-
9894

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator

Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 

101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-

9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Tommy Duncan, 
Mayor  — Home: 
517-4070; Office: 

264-2350.
	 Terry Hansen  — 
Home: 263-2616; 

Work (Howard 
College): 264-

5000.
  Manuel 

Ramirez Jr — 
Home: 268-9692; 

Work (VAMC): 263-
7361.	
	 Marcus 

Fernandez —  
Mobile: 816-3923

	 Glen Carrigan — 
Home: 263-3207.

	 Gloria McDonald 
— Home: 263-

4835. Work: 263-
7615.

	 Craig Olson — 
	 Home: 263-0703.

HOWARD 
COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS

 	 Mark Barr, 
County  Judge — 
Home and Office: 
(432) 517-0707.

	 Emma Brown — 
Home: 267-2649.

	 Donnie Baker — 
Home: 267-5325.

	 Jimmie Long — 
Home: 466-0793.

	 John Cline — 
Home: 263-7158.

How many of you want 
your holiday greet-
ings to arrive in the 
form of thick paper 

cards delivered by the United 
States Postal Service? Now, how 
many prefer your cheery wishes 
to arrive in your e-mail inbox, 
always available via a click or 
two, assuming you remember 
where they’re stored? Let’s have 
a vote on that loaded question.

Some communications are 
still best made on 
paper. Mainstream 
etiquette requires 
that sympathy 
letters after a 
death be hand-
written. Wedding 
invites still come 
on compressed-
cellulose, usually 
of high quality. 
You can tape paper 
invitations to the 
refrigerator. No 
batteries required.

In this season of tradition, 
while shoppers stampede for 
electronics — some bought on-
line from an e-merchant — paper 
still rules the soul. Some things 
are too personal to be delivered 
via a click on the âœsendâ but-
ton.

That’s why e-readers have 
barely dented the market for 
children’s books. It seems that 
most parents don’t want to read 
a bedtime story off a screen. 
They want their children to hold 
a book in their hands and play 
with the pages. Thus, digital ver-
sions account for only 5 percent 
of children’s book sales, publish-
ers told The New York Times. 

(E-book sales in some adult 
categories account for five times 
that share.)

Paper books make fine afford-
able presents. Never say never, 
but I can’t see sending an e-mail 
that reads, “For your birthday, 
I’m giving you Gibbon’s “The 
History of the Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire.” Please 
click on the link.” How does one 
inscribe that? An e-book feels 
like a transfer of cash.

The drop-off in sales of paper 
books and the success of online 
bookseller Amazon have contrib-
uted to another bit of depersonal-
ization. Many bricks-and-mortar 
bookstores have vanished from 
the landscape, depriving us 
of our precious places. This is 
urbanologist talk for a hangout 
that is not home or work.

Anyone who depended on a 
Borders (now bankrupt) for es-
cape from work or Sunday-night 
tedium knows of what I speak.

Fortunately, we see some fight-
back. Nashville novelist Ann 
Patchett so lamented the loss of a 
local independent bookstore and 
of a Borders that she bankrolled 
her own shop in the “Athens of 
the South” — Parnassus Books.

In Manhattan’s plugged-in 
Nolita neighborhood, Canadian 
Sarah McNally has created a 
literature-heavy bookstore that’s 
become an institution. McNally 
Jackson Books doesn’t even offer 
Internet access. Now how cool is 
that?

It’s been predicted that the 
paper books of the future will 
be better made and more trea-
sured than today’s typical pulp 
product. Ordinary books will be 

downloaded digitally. (I fully ap-
preciate the instant gratification 
of downloading a quick read on 
my Kindle.)

One thing that makes e-books 
more competitive with paper 
books is that paper books have 
gotten so shabby. If you have 
an early edition of Julia Child’s 
“Mastering the Art of French 
Cooking,” compare its rich 
pages with the cheesy paper of 
the 2009 reprint.

This opens an interesting 
discussion on a new phenom-
enon, the Espresso� machines 
that can automatically print and 
bind books. A few traditional 
bookstores, such as McNally's, 
have them, giving customers 
fast access to paper books not on 
the shelves. Sounds interesting, 
but will these feel like the real 
thing?

Paper is not forever, but it is a 
lot more forever than the digital 
images that vanish the moment 
the electricity goes off or the bat-
tery drains. The digital age has 
set off an explosion of informa-
tion, much of which we print 
out. But some printed communi-
cations deserve a higher quality 
of bond, which is why, when it 
comes to holiday greetings, we 
look toward the mailbox, not the 
inbox.

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2011 THE PROV-
IDENCE JOURNAL CO.
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As I heard Barack 
Obama and his propa-
ganda minister, Jay 
Carney, endorsing tax 

cuts as a vehicle for economic 
growth, I was reminded, again, 
of George Orwell's "1984" and the 
striking similarities between his 
Oceania and the American left's 
vision for America.

Oceania's Big Brother regime 
had "four Ministries between 
which the entire apparatus 
of government 
was divided," the 
Ministry of Truth, 
the Ministry of 
Peace, the Minis-
try of Love and the 
Ministry of Plenty. 
Each department 
was dedicated to 
the opposite prin-
ciple suggested by 
its title. "Truth" 
disseminated lies. 
"Peace" promoted 
war. "Love" en-
forced uniformity of thought. 
And "Plenty" manipulated the 
economy to impoverish the 
people while enriching the rul-
ing class. God was expelled and 
absolute truth abolished, while 
"doublespeak" was promoted.

Oceania's Thought Police was 
the Ministry of Love's enforce-
ment arm, while the Ministry 
of Truth undertook the task of 
rewriting history in service to 
the Party slogan, "Who controls 
the past controls the future. Who 
controls the present controls the 
past."

Today the left has a Minis-
try of Truth, because it knows 
that twice as many Americans 
identify themselves as conserva-
tives than as liberals and so has 
to disguise its policies to deceive 
the majority. Its Ministry of 
Peace would be better-named 
the Ministry of Bipartisanship, 
which, in the name of reaching 
across the aisle with a friendly 
hand, slices it off with a partisan 
dagger. Its Ministry of Love is 
more aptly named the Ministry 
of Tolerance, which dictates 
one way of thinking and demon-
izes dissenters. The Ministry of 
Plenty is alive and well in the 
Obama administration's cadre of 
economic advisers.

The liberal establishment's 
Ministry of Truth extends 

throughout our culture, hav-
ing taken over our educational 
institutions, the arts and the 
sciences. How slavishly our aca-
demics hew to the Party slogan. 
They have planted themselves 
in positions of cultural influence 
to "control the present," in order 
to rewrite the past (to conform 
to their dogma), for purposes of 
"controlling the future."

Our professors of history, 
economics, political science, 
sociology, psychology, philoso-
phy, journalism, law, the hard 
sciences and other fields deride 
Western civilization and char-
acterize our founders as Chris-
tian-mocking deists devoted to 
enlightenment principles of the 
philosophes. They speciously 
tie our unique freedoms to our 
"secular" founding to argue that 
we must banish God from the 
public square, lest we lose our 
liberties. In the name of academ-
ic inquiry, these academic and 
cultural "Thought Police" indoc-
trinate and intimidate students 
who dare deviate from their 
thought mandates.

Their textbooks tell us that 
Franklin D.

Roosevelt not only was not a 
domestic liberal but also saved 
capitalism through socialism. 
(Talk about "doublespeak.") They 
say his New Deal spent us out 
of the Great Depression, while 
current historians not housed 
in the Ministry of Truth tell us 
it exacerbated our economic 
woes. Based on the ministry's 
revisionism, Keynesian econo-
mists were empowered to reflect 
those myths in their textbooks 
for a half-century. Armed with 
their revised lessons from his-
tory, Obama's Ministry of Plenty 
advocated passage of the "stimu-
lus" bill, which was doublespeak 
for "rampant redistribution to its 
allies, sucking the oxygen out of 
the private sector and suppress-
ing the economy."

The left's Ministry of Truth, 
with the full-throated support of 
the "unbiased" mainstream me-
dia, has given us such Orwellian 
originals as "pro-choice" while 
suing an 80-year-old prayer-
warrior for standing outside 
Planned Parenthood's abortion 
factory to share important in-
formation with pregnant moth-
ers to help them make a fully 

informed choice. The ministry 
seeks to shut down conservative 
talk radio, with the "Fairness 
Doctrine." It forbids private bal-
lots for employees to vote anony-
mously on union membership 
for the purpose of intimidating 
them to join — in the name of 
the "Employee Free Choice Act." 
It boasts of "budget cuts" when 
it slightly reduces the rate of 
increases in spending. It calls 
the budget-busting Obamacare 
legislation the "Affordable Care 
Act." It calls a bill that would 
further expand unemployment 
a "jobs bill." It fabricates and 
manipulates a consensus on 
"climate change" and ostracizes 
dissenters as science-averse. (In 
Oceania, science had "almost 
ceased to exist.") It conspires 
with its Ministry of Tolerance 
to describe political dissent 
from its effort to legalize homo-
sexual marriage as "hate" and to 
brand political conservatism as 
"racism." While the rapacious 
Obama administration reckless-
ly squanders our national wealth 
in its lust for power, its minis-
tries of Plenty and Bipartisan-
ship vilify the wealthy — who 
are paying a disproportionate 
share of taxes — for not paying 
their fair share. The Ministry of 
Plenty, while presiding over the 
destruction of the private sector, 
castigates job creators for hoard-
ing all the wealth.

2012 won't be so much about 
two competing visions as it will 
be a contest of truth. Without the 
left's Orwellian ministers and 
their deputies in the press and 
academia, it would be a historic 
blowout and rejection of their 
vision. I'm betting it will be 
anyway.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, "Crimes Against Liberty," 
was No. 1 on the New York Times 
best-seller list for nonfiction for 
its first two weeks. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidlimbaugh and 
his website at www.davidlim-
baugh.com. To read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2011 CRE-
ATORS.COM
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Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

SADDLEBAG
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MSanta has a website which you can use to
write to him and receive a reply. Go to:

www.kidscoop.com/kids

Find the Letters to the Editor section in the
newspaper. Select one letter and write a
response to its author, imagining that you
are the newspaper editor.

Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Find six words in the
newspaper that you
might use to describe
a Pony Express rider.

Sign off

1. Your full name

2. You own address

3. Today’s date

4. Greeting

Explain your reason
for writing

Give details clearly
and briefly

9. Forgot something? Add a P.S.

Conclude your letter

5.

6.

7.

8.

Follow the steps below to address an
envelope and write a letter the correct way.

Your name and address goes
here on the envelope

1.

Postage stamp in this corner2.

Full name and address3.

Homing pigeons, dogsleds, 
balloons and mules have all been 
used to carry messages. The need

to communicate brought about advances in transportation and
communication systems. The delivery system for mail has moved
from animal carriers to railways and air, from mail trucks to today’s
nearly instant exchanges via email, text messages and mobile phones.

In 1860, Pony Express horseback
________ carried messages in relays
across a 2,000-mile trail from Missouri to California.
Postage cost $5 per half ounce. Riders changed horses
at 160 ____________, at roughly 10 to 15 mile intervals
along the rugged and often dangerous mountain and
prairie _________. This was thought to be the longest
distance a horse could gallop without tiring.

At each station, the rider changed to a fresh horse 
taking only his special mail ___________ called
a mochila. He blew a horn when approaching
a station in order to alert the stationmaster to 
prepare a _______ horse. Each rider rode about
75 miles per day. But by late 1861, when 
telegraph lines ____________ the east and west
coasts, the Pony Express ended.

In 1914, a four-year-old girl
called May Pierstoff was
mailed from her hometown of
Grangeville, Idaho to her
grandparents in Lewiston. At
48 1/2 pounds—just shy of
the 50-pound parcel post

limit—she was “mailed” for
53 cents in stamps attached to
her coat. She traveled in the
train’s mail compartment
and was delivered right to
her grandparents’ house by
the mail clerk on duty.

Which stamp should come next in each row to continue the
pattern? Circle it.

A
B

C

D

E

Do you think we still
need post offices in this

day of email and
sending text messages?

Why or why not?

Complete the grid by using all the
letters in the word MAILED in
each vertical and horizontal row.
Each letter should only be used
once in each row. Some spaces
have been filled in for you.

Some of the statements
below are true, some are
false. See if you can guess

which is which. Then,
check your answers by

doing each math problem.
The even-numbered

answers are TRUE, the
odd-numbered answers

are FALSE.

The British were the
first to introduce the use
of a stamp as payment

for mail.

Ancient Egyptians were
the first to carry written

documents from one
place to another.

16 + 4 + 8 =

Ben Franklin was
appointed the first

Postmaster General in
the U.S. in 1775.

12 + 5 + 7 =

In Belgium, cats were
once used to deliver

mail to distant villages.

19 + 5 + 4 =

11 + 6 + 3 =

In the late 1800s, Alaskan
gold miners trained

penguins to deliver mail
to distant relatives.

11 + 3 + 9 =

The first e-mail message
was sent in 1971 by

computer engineer Ray
Tomlinson.

13 + 13 + 4 =

Clint Eastwood was one
of the most famous

Pony Express riders.

9 + 7 + 3 =

Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors
A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America



Standing at the back of a 
pickup, Art and I were buf-
feted by strong gusts of wind 
from the northwest. Relent-
lessly, the dust-filled bursts 
tore at our hats pulled low 
to keep them from blow-
ing away. Our fleece-lined 
jackets ballooned under the 
constant pressure.

 Looking down toward the 
bed of the truck, I wondered 
how the great horned owl 
had managed to stay alive. 
Not only had it hung on a 
barbed wire fence for three 
to four days, it had been 
transported first to a veteri-
narian in Eagle Pass, then 
on to Midland. The following 
day it had been brought to 
us at the truck stop in Big 
Spring.

When its carrier had first 
contacted us earlier in the 
week, he had explained that 
he had been called to a tank 
battery 15 miles east of the 
border city. “On our side of 
the river?” I asked. “Yes.” 
My next question was why 
the crew hadn’t done any-
thing.

 “They were waiting on 
me. Too scared to approach a 
bird that big,” was his apolo-
getic reply. Following was a 
silence that was frightening. 
After a deep sigh, the man 
continued. 

Believing the great horn 
had flown into the fence 
during the night, he noticed 
immediately the barbed por-
tion of the wire was embed-
ded inside the flesh on the 
inner leading edge of one 
wing. With its other wing for 
balance, the owl had been 
able to stand in an upright 
position on the strand of wire 
underneath. “Poor thing 
looked like it was crucified,” 
he added.

Since he thought that the 

only way to remove the owl 
from the wire was to slice 
the flesh and lift the bird 
away from the barb, he used 
his pocketknife to make the 
shortest cut possible. Once 
free, the great horned owl 
was rushed to a pet clinic.

As our first conversation 
continued, I recommended 
that he take the owl to the 
closest rehabilitator. After 
listening to my suggestions, 
he said he was taking it 
to Midland because that’s 
where he lived. 

My next request was that 
the owl be transported inside 
the cab. Already in a weak-
ened state, the noise, turbu-
lence and stress of riding in 
the back of a pickup more 
than 500 miles would be life 
threatening. To this recom-
mendation he answered 
he would call me when in 
Midland.

The next day he phoned. 
Telling me the bird had with-
stood the trip, he added that 
it had hunkered down and 
the wind had not seemed to 
damage the feathers. “Then 
it rode in the back of the 

truck?” I asked. “Yes. 
See you tomorrow.”

Glancing back 
at the owl while 
Art talked with the 
man, I noticed that 
it had the color-
ation of great horns 
often found in the 
southwestern parts 
of Texas. Pale in 
comparison to those 
found further east 
and north, the rap-
tor, with eyes closed, 
seemed oblivious to 
its surroundings.

Seemingly more 
grayish, the bird of 
prey had the typi-
cal barred chest and 
belly, ear tufts, facial 

discs rimmed with black, 
white throat and large black 
bill. The mottled appearance 
of its wings resembled old 
tree bark.

As I carefully started to 
remove it from the man’s 
cage, the owl was too spent 
to pop its beak in warning. 
Briefly, it opened its large, 
yellow eyes. Once inside our 
carrier, it readily slept.

Once home, we examined 
the damaged wing. Using the 
anti inflammatory and an-
tibiotic medications recom-
mended by South Plains in 
Lubbock, we felt the raptor 
needed rest and sustenance 
before being transported 
again.

Whether its wing had any 
permanent damage from 
the barb or the man’s sur-
gery would be learned later. 
Having told him if the owl 
survived, but was not releas-
able, it might be considered 
for educational purposes, we 
made no promises as to the 
outcome.

We did mention an open 
house later in December at 

the wildlife center. If the 
great horn was capable of 
recovery, he and his wife 
might enjoy seeing it again.

Two days later, the raptor 
was delivered to the Lub-
bock facility. In numerous 
conversations, the manager 
and I discussed its progress. 
Although it ate readily, Deb-
bie Tennyson continued to 
be concerned about the wing 
damage that had been in-
flicted, both by the wire and 
its removal.

Telling her I had extended 
an invitation to the man and 
his wife to drive up for the 
open house, I said I hoped, if 
the owl lived, that the couple 
could see it. Debbie boldly 
retorted she would not keep a 
bird alive just to get a dona-
tion. 

Never having attended 
their Christmas open house, 
I was not aware that it was 
an important fund-raiser. 
Since my gesture had been 
misconstrued, I quickly re-
plied, “Neither would I!”

The next day, Debbie called 
to say the open house was 
well attended, but had not 
attracted the couple from 
Midland. When the phone 
rang two days later, it was 
Debbie. In spite of medica-
tions and care, the owl’s 
wing was becoming increas-
ingly worrisome.

Prepared for what we 
thought might happen, we 
were not surprised when the 
following morning Debbie 
called to say the wing was 
“dry, crisp and nasty.” Their 
veterinarians agreed every-
thing that could be done had 
been tried. Euthanasia ended 
its decline.

Unknown to us, and prior 
to our calling the man about 
the death of the owl, the wild-
life center’s director had de-

cided to have a second open 
house the following weekend 
to accommodate many of the 
college students and rela-
tives home for Christmas. 
During the flow of human 
traffic throughout the facil-
ity, the couple from Midland 
suddenly appeared. Unable 
to attend the first event, and 
having learned of the second 
via a website, they had made 
a special trip. 

Upon learning of the great 
horn’s demise, they became 
almost hysterical. Crying, 
they refused to be consoled. 
Explanations from those who 
had worked the closest with 
the bird were not accepted.

Since that time some six 
years ago, my thoughts drift 
back each December to the 
efforts expended to save the 
owl’s life by both the man 
and the wildlife center. The 
“what ifs” might be the crew 
had tried a rescue; the man 
had cut the wire and left 
surgery to the vet; the great 
horn had been carried inside 
the truck; and, wildlife 
centers perform miracles. 
All were, and are, merely 
suppositions. They continue 
to remind me of the twists, 
turns and misfortune often 
found in Charles Dickens’ 
story of great expectations.

 
Bebe McCasland is author 

of “The Scoop From Bird 
Poop.” She is federally and 
state licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.
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By Steve Becker sudoku
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3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.
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Courtesy photo

A great horned owl has a four foot 
wingspan that enables it to hunt for 
rabbits, rats, skunks, and raccoons 
during the night. Its phenomenal 
eyesight and hearing, coupled with 
its silent flight, allow it to drop 
quickly upon unsuspecting prey.

Tragic tale of a great horned owl
Bird
Poop
By Bebe

McCasland

We all realize that 
we are in the grasp of a 
drought in Texas such 
as we have not wit-
nessed in a while, but 
I would like to remind 
each of us that drought 
is common in our state. 
I did a bit of research 
and discovered in 1917 
we were placed in simi-
lar circumstances with 
one of the driest times 
on record.  

Then, during the 

1930s, the Dust Bowl 
drought severely affect-
ed much of the United 
States. That drought 
came in three waves, 
1934, 1936 and 1939-40, 
but some regions of 
the High Plains expe-
rienced drought condi-
tions for as many as 
eight years. The “dust 
bowl” effect was caused 
by sustained drought 
conditions compounded 
by years of land man-

agement practices that 
left topsoil susceptible 
to the forces of the 
wind. 

The soil, depleted of 
moisture, was lifted 
by the wind into great 
clouds of dust and sand 
which were so thick 
they concealed the 
sun for several days 
at a time; those were 
referred to as “black 
blizzards.” In the 
aftermath of the Dust 
Bowl, it was clear many 
factors contributed to 
the severe impact of 
this drought. A better 
understanding of the 
interactions between 
the natural elements 
(climate, plants and 
soil) and human-related 

elements (agricultural 
practices, economics 
and social conditions) 
of the Great Plains was 
needed. Lessons were 
learned, and farmers 
adopted new cultiva-
tion methods to help 
control soil erosion in 
dry land ecosystems. 
Subsequent droughts 
in this region have had 
less impact due to these 
cultivation practices.

However, droughts 
continue. Thusly, the 
drought of the 1950s, at 
which time the south-
western U.S. withstood 
a five-year drought and 
in three of these years, 
drought conditions 
stretched coast to coast. 
The Texas Panhandle, 

along with other areas, 
experienced severe 
drought conditions.

The drought main-
tained a stronghold 
in the Great Plains, 
reaching a peak in 
1956 and subsided in 
most areas with the 
spring rains of 1957.

The 1950s drought 
was characterized 
by both low rainfall 
amounts and exces-
sively high tempera-
tures as we have experi-
enced this past year. A 
drought of this mag-
nitude creates severe 
social and economic 
repercussions. The 
drought devastated the 
region’s agriculture. 
Excessive tempera-
tures and low rainfall 
scorched grasslands 
typically used for graz-
ing. With grass scarce, 
hay prices became very 
costly. By the time 
the drought subsided 
in 1957, 244 of the 254 
counties in Texas 
were declared federal 
drought disaster areas.

Next came the 
drought of the 80s 
which was a three-year 
drought (1987-1989) 
covering 36 percent of 
the United States at its 
peak. Compared to the 
Dust Bowl drought, 
which covered 70 per-
cent during its worst 
year, this does not seem 
significant; however, 
the 1980s drought was 
an extremely expen-
sive natural disaster. 
Combining the losses in 
energy, water, ecosys-
tems and agriculture, 
the total cost of the 
three-year drought was 
estimated at $39 billion. 
By 1988, the drought 

intensified over the 
northern Great Plains 
and spread across much 
of the eastern half of 
the United States. The 
summer of 1988 is well 
known for the extensive 
forest fires that burned 
across western North 
America, including the 
catastrophic Yellow-
stone fire. The 1987-89 
drought was the first 
widespread persistent 
drought since the 1950s 
and took people by 
surprise. Many had not 
experienced the earlier 
droughts and others 
had forgotten about 
the harsh realities of 
drought conditions, 
very much like our cur-
rent situation. 

So we know that 
drought is nothing new 
but we still have reason 
to worry. No one is able 
to scientifically predict 
multi-year droughts, 
but the climatic record 
can tell us how fre-
quently droughts have 
occurred in the past, 
how they can happen 
again, and are happen-
ing at this time. We 
must learn, as our an-
cestors, how to survive 
through conservation.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal funds for 
the Big Spring Indepen-
dent School District.

Parent’s
Corner
By

Darrell

Ryan

Droughts are not uncommon
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Thank you for all who came 
out for the 26th Annual 

Big Spring Herald
Community Parade
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Letters
   to
     Santa

Deadline For 
Letters Is

Friday, 
December 9th

Big Spring Herald
432-263-7331

www.bigspringherald.com
composing@bigspringherald.com

230303

Letters will be published in
the Letters To Santa Section on

Friday, December 23, 2011

Someone You Can
Count On!

• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.

22
68

31

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.com

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.
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Community Christmas Parade

HERALD photos/Steve Reagan 
and Thomas Jenkins

Big Spring residents 
took to the streets to 
enjoy the 26th Annual 
Big Spring Herald 
Community Christmas 
Parade on Saturday 
afternoon. More than 30 
entries took part in this 
year’s parade, including 
several local businesses 
and organizations.
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Ritchey named to
3A All-State  Team 
in volleyball

Cerbi Ritchey

Chargers light up
Jaguars Monday

JACKSONVILLE (AP) — Of all the 
negative numbers over the last six 
weeks, the only one that mattered to 
Philip Rivers was the losses.

Sure, the interceptions and fum-
bles were bothersome. But they 
didn’t compare to the six-game los-
ing streak, the franchise’s longest 
in more than eight years.

So Rivers made little of his big 
night against Jacksonville.

Rivers threw for 294 yards and 
three touchdowns, burning Jack-
sonville’s depleted secondary early 
and often, and the Chargers beat the 
Jaguars 38-14 Monday night to snap 

a six-game losing streak.
“There was no magical play or 

magical scheme,” Rivers said. “We 
just played better. This doesn’t 
mean we’ll play better next week. 
Each game stands alone. We played 
good for three and a half hours, won 
and now let’s go play somebody else 
next week.”

The Chargers (5-7) had been 
waiting for the three-time Pro 
Bowl selection to return to form. 
Some questioned whether it would 

See CHARGERS, Page 2B

Baylor’s Griffin is the
favorite for Heisman

NEW YORK (AP) — Stanford’s 
Andrew Luck is returning to New 
York as a Heisman Trophy finalist, 
just not as the favorite.

That distinction belongs to Bay-
lor’s Robert Griffin III.

The two star quarterbacks will 
join fellow finalists Trent Richard-
son, Tyrann Mathieu and Montee 
Ball at the Heisman presentation 
Saturday night in Manhattan.

Luck is the only repeat finalist 
this season, while Griffin is the first 
Baylor player to get an invite to the 
ceremony. The school that never 
has had a player finish better than 
fourth in the Heisman voting now 
seems to have the front-runner.

“I’m sure it will be a really close 
vote,” Griffin told reporters in 
Waco, Texas, after watching the an-

nouncement with teammates and 
coaches on Monday.

Richardson is the second Alabama 
running back to be a finalist in the 
past three years. Former teammate 
Mark Ingram won the Heisman in 
2009.

Ball has scored 38 touchdowns 
for Wisconsin and needs one more 
to match Barry Sanders’ NCAA re-
cord.

Mathieu, the LSU defensive back 
nicknamed “Honey Badger,” has 
made numerous game-changing 
plays for the top-ranked Tigers.

The field was deep this season and 
several deserving players didn’t 
make the cut. Boise State quarter-
back Kellen Moore, a finalist last

See GRIFFIN, Page 2B

Briefs
Bowl-A-Rama
Christmas
tournament
Bowl-A-Rama of Big Spring will host 

their second annual Christmas tournament 
Thursday, Dec.15 at 7 p.m. 

Bowlers must be checked in by 6 p.m. Entry 
fee is $25 if paid by Dec. 13 and $30 afterward. 
The tournament is open to all bowlers and 
the handicap is 100 percent of 230.

Eight places will be paid, including a $150 
first place prize and $100 for second. For 
more information, visit the website at: www.
bowlarama.com.

Hawk Buddies
B-ball program
Howard College’s Earl Diddle and Jamie 

Fisher will be hosting a basketball clinic 
Dec. 10 for girls in grades K-8. The fee is $20 
and space is limited to the first 100 kids.
For more information, call Coach Diddle at 
264-5043 or Coach Fisher at 264-5155.

NHL set for complete realignment 
PEBBLE BEACH (AP) 

— Forced into realign-
ment following Atlan-
ta’s move to Winnipeg 
last summer, the NHL 
opted for a dramatic 
change rather than a 
simple one.

League officials ap-
proved a radical realign-
ment plan Monday that 
will give the league four 
conferences instead of 
six divisions and guar-
antee home-and-home 
series among all teams.

The Board of Gover-
nors authorized com-
missioner Gary Bett-
man to implement the 
proposal pending input 
from the NHL Players’ 
Association. It could be 
put in place as early as 
next season.

The new plan tried to 

address as many con-
cerns of the teams as 
possible, from creating 
more equitable travel, 
to preserving rivalries, 
to promoting the game 
by having the biggest 
stars play in every city 
every season.

“This is not a subject 
that everybody is going 
to get their first choice 
on,” Bettman said. 
“What you try to do is 
come up with something 
that everybody can live 
with, get comfortable 
with and understands 
the value of. Because if 
you ask 30 clubs, you’d 
probably get 30 different 
solutions. That’s what 
makes this a difficult 
process.”

The league considered 
two plans to accommo-

date Atlanta’s move to 
Winnipeg this past sum-
mer. The first would 
have moved the Jets 
to the Western Confer-
ence’s Central Division 
and either Detroit or Co-
lumbus to the Southeast 
in the Eastern Confer-
ence.

But there were issues 
with that plan that kept 
compounding with each 
potential solution as 
other franchises wanted 
to use realignment to 
solve their concerns, as 
well.

“The simple one wasn’t 
as simple as it looked 
when you got done with 
it,” Bettman said.

The board opted to go 
with the more dramatic 
switch, creating four 
geographic conferences 

— two with eight teams 
and two with seven.

“I think at the end 
of the day, everybody 
voted in terms of doing 
what the right thing 
was for the majority of 
teams and our fans and 
our competitiveness 
and what was fair,” said 
Nashville general man-
ager David Poile, whose 
team was a big advocate 
of changing to the new 
model. “I think every-
body probably feels good 
about that today. I know 
I do.”

The new format will 
increase overall travel 
in the regular season, 
especially for Eastern 
Conference teams who 
will now have more

See NHL, Page 2B

Old sexual assault claim rocks Red Sox and MLB
BOSTON (AP) — A 

man who worked as 
a teenager in the Red 
Sox clubhouse with 
big-name players such 
as Roger Clemens and 
Wade Boggs said his 
“dream job” ended 
abruptly when the club-
house manager sexually 
assaulted him.

Charles Crawford and 
another Massachusetts 
man are now accusing 
Donald Fitzpatrick, who 
died in 2005, of abusing 
them in the early 1990s. 
The statute of limita-
tions has expired for 
filing lawsuits, but the 
men are seeking $5 mil-
lion settlements from 
the team.

During a news con-

ference Monday, Craw-
ford said Fitzpatrick 
assaulted him twice 
inside the clubhouse at 
Fenway Park — once in 
an equipment room and 
once in a restroom. He 
was 16 at the time.

“People need to know 
what happened,” said 
Crawford, who agreed 
to have his name used. 
“It’s still mind-boggling 
to me.”

Fitzpatrick had been 
accused of sexually 
abusing children ear-
lier. In 2002, he pleaded 
guilty in Florida to at-
tempted sexual battery 
on a child under 12. The 
team also settled a law-
suit with seven Florida 
men who said Fitzpat-

rick molested them dur-
ing spring training be-
ginning in the 1970s.

Crawford said he de-
cided to come forward 
now after U.S. Sen. Scott 
Brown’s revelation ear-
lier this year that he was 
molested by a counselor 
at a summer camp when 
he was 10 and the more 
recent sexual abuse al-
legations made against 
former Penn State assis-
tant football coach Jerry 
Sandusky.

Crawford’s lawyer, 
Mitchell Garabedian, 
said the newest allega-
tions are believed to 
be the first time that 
Fitzpatrick has been ac-
cused of molesting boys 
at Fenway. The new al-

legations were first re-
ported by The Boston 
Globe.

Garabedian said he 
sent the Red Sox a letter 
last month informing 
them of the new allega-
tions and asking for the 
settlements.

Red Sox attorney Dan-
iel Goldberg did not 
immediately return 
two calls seeking com-
ment Monday, but in a 
statement he said the 
Red Sox “have always 
viewed the actions of 
Mr. Fitzpatrick to be ab-
horrent.”

“When the team, then 
under a previous own-
ership group, became 
aware of the allegations 
against Mr. Fitzpatrick 

in 1991, he was promptly 
relieved of his duties,” 
Goldberg said. He said 
the club does not have 
any specifics on the two 
recent allegations.

Crawford said he was 
thrilled when he got a 
job as a clubhouse atten-
dant, running errands 
for the players, getting 
them food and clean-
ing up around the club-
house.

“It was a dream job for 
me,” he said. “It was the 
best job in the world for 
a kid.”

Then one day, he asked 
for a baseball and Fitz-
patrick led him to the 
equipment room, which 
was a locked room away 
from anyone else in the 

clubhouse, Crawford 
said.

“Everything happened 
fast. ... I couldn’t tell 
anybody,” he said.

Garabedian said 
Crawford has had trou-
ble holding jobs, served 
a short stint in jail for 
a drug conviction and 
fathered five children 
with five women.

“I’ve been running 
from a lot of things,” 
Crawford said.

Crawford, now 36, 
said he never told any-
one about what hap-
pened until 2006, when 
he revealed the abuse to 
his mother. He said he 

See RED SOX, Page 2B



Sports2B Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, December 6, 2011

432-520-7348

Mention this ad for up to $250.00 OFF a complete roofing job!

100% Financing Available
222098

NHL
From Page 1B

trips West. But it cuts 
down on travel for some 
Western teams, which 
was a critical issue for 
teams such as Detroit, 
Dallas, Columbus and 
Nashville.

Toronto general man-
ager Brian Burke said 
he had concerns about 
the wear and tear the 
extra travel would have 
on his team, but ap-
proved the plan when 
he was assured by the 
league that the schedule 
would be more efficient 
with every team play-
ing in every city.

“We try to vote with a 
league hat on when we 
can,” he said. “Some-
times you have to vote 
with your team’s inter-
est in mind. There’s 
times you can vote with 
the league hat on and 
that’s what we tried to 
do.”

The new look has two 
conferences with seven 
teams all based in the 

Eastern time zone: New 
Jersey, Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, New York 
Rangers, New York Is-
landers, Washington 
and Carolina in one, 
and Boston, Montreal, 
Toronto, Ottawa, Buf-
falo, Florida and Tampa 
Bay in the other.

The third conference 
consists of eight teams 
in the Eastern and Cen-
tral time zones: Detroit, 
Columbus, Nashville, 
St. Louis, Chicago, 
Minnesota, Dallas and 
Winnipeg. The fourth 
conference has eight 
teams in the Mountain 
and Pacific time zones: 
Los Angeles, Anaheim, 
Phoenix, San Jose, Van-
couver, Calgary, Ed-
monton and Colorado.

The conferences have 
not been named.

“I think there were 
more than two or three 
teams not happy with 
the current situation,” 
Columbus general man-
ager Scott Howson said. 
“This was a compro-
mise that really satisfies 
everybody to a large ex-
tent.”

The league was able to 
keep rivals Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia in 
the same conference by 
grouping the two Flori-

da teams with the three 
Canadian teams in the 
Eastern Conference, 
Boston and Buffalo.

“We don’t have much 
input as players but 
I’m sure that they’ve 
worked every possible 
situation and it’s like 
with anything, it’s not 
going to fit everybody 
perfect but Florida in 
January’s not too bad,” 
Ottawa captain Daniel 
Alfredsson said follow-
ing the Senators’ 4-2 win 
over Tampa Bay.

Teams will play home-
and-home series against 
all nonconference teams 
and five or six games in 
their conference. 

The top four teams in 
each conference will 
make the playoffs, with 
the first two rounds con-
sisting of solely intra-
conference matchups. 
Bettman said he will 
consult with general 
managers in the spring 
before deciding wheth-
er to reseed the playoffs 
in the third round or 
to have predetermined 
matchups.

“But now, the West-
ern teams don’t have 
to leave the time zone 
every single time we 
have a road trip,” Phoe-
nix captain Shane Doan 

said. “We leave our time 
zone every single time 
now.”

Bettman said he liked 
the current format that 
he devised of six five-
team divisions, but that 
Winnipeg’s move from 
Atlanta forced some 
change. 

He didn’t take a stance 
on either proposal, but 
simply explained the 
pros and cons and al-
lowed the teams to vote.

There was about an 
hour of discussion, and 
representatives from 
about a dozen teams 
spoke before the plan 
was approved.

Bettman said the 
NHLPA has expressed 
concerns about the new 
plan and that he will dis-
cuss it with union chief 
Donald Fehr before im-
plementing it. Bettman 
said the change doesn’t 
need union approval, a 
stance the NHLPA con-
tests.

“Realignment requires 
an agreement between 
the league and the NHL-
PA,” union spokesman 
Jonathan Weatherdon 
said. 

“’We look forward to 
continuing our discus-
sions with the league re-
garding this matter.”

GRIFFIN
From Page 1B

season; Southern California quarterback Matt 
Barkley; and record-breaking passer Case 
Keenum of Houston did not receive enough votes 
to be among the final five.

Ballots from the 926 voters, mostly media mem-
bers and former winners, were due Monday eve-
ning.

Luck was the Heisman runner-up to Auburn’s 
Cam Newton last year and passed up a chance 
to be the No. 1 pick in the NFL draft to return to 
Stanford for his junior season. From the moment 
he made the decision to stay in school in Janu-
ary, he became the odds-on favorite to win the big 
bronze statue.

Luck is looking to become Stanford’s second 
Heisman winner, joining quarterback Jim Plun-
kett, who won in 1970.

“It would mean a lot,” Luck said in an interview 
on ESPN. “I would mean a great deal for the uni-
versity. Mean a lot to me and a great deal to the 
football program, as well.”

He had another stellar season, passing for 3,170 
yards with 35 touchdowns while leading the Car-
dinal to an 11-1 record and a second straight BCS 
bid. But the competition has been fierce and nu-
merous contenders emerged.

The prognosticators now have Griffin as the 
most likely winner.

Heismanpundit.com, which has successfully 
predicted the past four winners with a straw poll 
of 13 voters, had Griffin as its top vote-getter on 
Monday. Luck was second and Richardson third.

Stiffarmtrophy.com, which compiles ballots 
from voters who make their choices public and 
has predicted the past nine winners, had Griffin 
winning by a comfortable margin over Luck, with 
Richardson third.

Griffin leads the nation in passer rating (192.3), 
with 3,998 yards and 36 touchdowns. He has also 
run for 644 yards and nine touchdowns. And 
much like Luck, Griffin has led a long-struggling 
program to its greatest success in decades. Baylor 
is 9-3 this season, its first nine-win season since 
1986, including its first victory against Oklaho-
ma.

“Baylor nation we’re in there,” Griffin said. 
“Now we just got to try to snatch it. Hopefully the 
vote turns out our way.

“Being invited is an honor. It’s not all that we 
want, but it’s a starting spot.”

The best showing a Baylor player has had in 
the Heisman voting was quarterback Don Trull’s 
fourth-place finish in 1963.

Richardson has been the unquestioned offen-
sive engine for No. 2 Alabama. He’s fifth in the na-
tion in rushing at 131.9 yards per game and tied 
for fifth in touchdowns with 23. Richardson and 
the Crimson Tide will meet Mathieu and LSU in 
the BCS championship game on Jan. 9 in New Or-
leans.

The sophomore cornerback is the second defen-
sive player to be a Heisman finalist in the past 
three years. Defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh of 
Nebraska finished fourth in 2009.

Mathieu, though, is more like Charles Wood-
son, the do-it-all defensive back who won the 1997 
Heisman for Michigan.

Mathieu has forced five fumbles, intercepted 
two passes and scored four touchdowns, includ-
ing two long punt returns in LSU’s past two games 
against Arkansas and Georgia.

CHARGERS
From Page 1B

happen this season. But Rivers 
never lost faith even though he 
leads the NFL in interceptions 
(17) and turnovers (21) and was a 
key part of the team’s disappoint-
ing slide.

“It’s been a rough six weeks,” 
Rivers said. “I haven’t put a com-
plete game together, but I don’t 
care about the numbers. I just 
want to win.”

Rivers was nearly perfect 
against Jacksonville (3-9), adding 
to the team’s tumultuous week.

He completed 22 of 28 passes — 
hooking up with Vincent Brown, 
Vincent Jackson and Malcom 
Floyd for long scores — before 
sitting out the final few minutes. 
Rivers finished with a 146.1 QB 
rating, by far his highest of the 
season.

The Chargers scored on five of 
their first six drives, then sent 
most of the home crowd scram-
bling for the exits with Ryan 
Mathews’ 31-yard TD run in the 
fourth. Mathews ran 13 times for 
112 yards.

“That’s the type of chemistry 
coming into this season we knew 
we had,” tight end Antonio Gates 
said. “We stayed on course de-
spite what we’ve been through 
these last six weeks. That we 
were able to get a win tonight 
speaks volumes for this team.”

It was a much-needed victory 
for a team that trails Denver and 
Oakland by two games in the AFC 

West with four to play.
And it was another blow to the 

Jaguars, who endured the most 
sweeping changes in the 17-year 
history of the franchise last 
week.

Team owner Wayne Weaver 
fired coach Jack Del Rio and an-
nounced he was selling the club 
to Illinois businessman Shahid 
Khan. Interim coach Mel Tuck-
er fired receivers coach Johnny 
Cox, reassigned quarterbacks 
coach Mike Sheppard and waived 
starting receiver Jason Hill.

The moves seemed to invigorate 
a franchise that had seemingly 
gone stale in Del Rio’s ninth sea-
son. Fans showed up energized 
for a prime-time game that sig-
naled the start of a new era. Some 
wore “Yes We Khan” T-shirts. 
Other donned fake mustaches to 
look like the owner-in-waiting.

It made little difference on the 
field, mostly because Jackson-
ville’s defensive injuries proved 
too much to overcome.

The Jaguars played without 
their top three cornerbacks — 
Rashean Mathis, Derek Cox and 
Will Middleton — and lost safety 
Dwight Lowery (shoulder) and 
defensive end John Chick (knee) 
during the game.

“No excuses here,” Tucker 
said. “We won’t allow ourselves 
to go down that road.”

Rivers took advantage of the 
injuries, picking on a pair of cor-
nerbacks who were signed off the 
street in recent weeks.

Rivers threw two TD passes in 
the final 2:32 of the first half.

The opening drive of the third 
quarter didn’t take long, either. 
On the fifth play, Rivers found 
Floyd deep down the right side-
line for a 52-yard score. Floyd, ac-
tivated Monday night after miss-
ing six games with a hip injury, 
finished with four receptions for 
108 yards.

“He’s just an outstanding play-
er,” Chargers coach Norv Turner 
said of Rivers. “Like any quar-
terback, it starts with protec-
tion, with the guys up front. He’s 
missed Malcom. We’ve missed 
Malcom. When Philip has all his 
guys, and he can operate like he 
did today, he’s as good as any-
body.”

The biggest cheer for the Jag-
uars came late in the third quar-
ter, when Weaver was shown on 
the stadium’s large video board. 
Weaver and his wife received a 
standing ovation.

The $760 million sale must be 
approved by the NFL later this 
month. Khan chose not to attend 
the game, which turned out to be 
a good move.

Maurice Jones-Drew was the 
lone offensive star for Jackson-
ville — again. He finished with 
97 yards rushing and 91 yards re-
ceiving. He now leads the NFL in 
rushing with 1,137 yards.

“I don’t think anyone has been 
through anything like that,” 
Jones-Drew said, reflecting on 
the week. “This is a $9 billion 
business. Other than that, we 
played football. We’ve got to fig-
ure out how to keep going for 
four quarters and not two.”

RED SOX
From Page 1B

hoped coming forward 
now would help other 
abuse victims who 
might have suffered in 
silence for years, as he 
did.

Garabedian, who rep-
resented hundreds of 
victims during the Bos-
ton clergy sex-abuse 
scandal, said the team’s 
lawyers have asked to 

meet with his clients.
“Baseball is not more 

important than protect-
ing the lives of innocent 
children against preda-
tors,” he said.

The second man now 
coming forward asked 
not to be identified. Ga-
rabedian said he is an 
educator and is married 
with children.

The man, who worked 
as a bat boy in 1991, was 
traveling with the Red 
Sox in Anaheim, Ca-
lif., when another club-

house attendant held a 
sign during a televised 
game that said, “Donald 
Fitzpatrick sexually as-
saulted me.”

At the time, team of-
ficials said that Fitz-
patrick decided to take 
an indefinite leave of 
absence. He never re-
turned.

In a phone interview 
Monday, the man said 
Fitzpatrick fondled and 
groped him at least a 
half dozen times.

He said he remembers 

some of the Red Sox 
players joking sarcasti-
cally about Fitzpatrick.

“They would say, ‘Did 
Fitzy touch your arm or 
did he touch your leg?’ 
and then laugh,” the 
man said. 

“I think they were jok-
ing because they sensed 
something was odd, and 
I think they knew he 
was strange.”

Crawford said he 
would like to meet with 
the team owners and get 
an apology.
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Business Opportunity
OUTDOOR SIGN for Rent- 
10x40. Corner of FM 700 & 80. 
$350 Monthly. (432)263-6514.

Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Coahoma-

Now hiring a driver for 
our Coahoma area,

need at least a Class B CDL.
Experience Preferred 
for a driver’s position

Drivers must be able to 
pass a mandatory DOT 
and a corporate drug 
testing requirements.

The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri,
with some Sat mornings and 

can earn a 
weekly incentive bonus.
Please send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com

or 
apply at 

8220 W. Hwy 80, 
Midland, TX 79706 

no phone calls please
Equal Opportunity Employer

AAA TUBING TESTING now 
hiring. Good Benefits. Prefer 
CDL & need Operator. Will 
train. Call Jesse 
(432)267-7821.

BACKHOE OPERATOR with 
at least 1 year experience. Call 
or go by Rusty’s Oilfield Serv-
ice in Stanton. Call 
(432)756-2821.

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with one 
year tractor trailer experience. 
For More Information, Call 
877-314-0700 between 
9am-4pm, Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

COCKTAIL WAITRESSES.
Outgoing & Enthusiastic? No 
experience necessary. Must be 
18 or older.  Call 432-213-0946 
for application, San Franciscan 
Bar & Grill.  

DANLIN CHEMICALS is Hiring 
for Truck Driver/ Delivery Driver 
with Hazmat Endorsement for 
Big  Spring  and surrounding 
areas.  Good   Family   and 
Employee Health Benefits. 
Must be self motivated. Call 
(325)226-5209.

RN NEEDED
Work week Mon-Fri, 8a-5p 

with minimal on-call
We   offer   excellent   benefits 
including medical, dental, 
401K, 9 paid holidays and 4 
weeks PTO. 

Please contact our office at 
(432)263-5999 or 
1003 E FM 700.

TOP NOTCH Landscaping is 
Hiring for all positions. Experi-
ence preferred. Must have 
valid Drivers License. Call 
(432)213-0031 Mon.-Fri. 8-5.

Help Wanted

FRITO LAY is seeking 
hard workers to fill full-time 

Merchandiser position in the 
Big Spring area.

Pay is $14.40 an hour.
The Full Time Merchandiser is 
a position that is responsible 
for merchandising Frito-Lay's 
complete line of quality prod-
ucts to existing accounts while 
driving your personal vehicle to 
several store locations in close 
proximity.  It  also  includes 
communicating   with   store 
personnel and working closely 
with full time Frito-Lay Sales 
Representatives in a team en-
vironment. The Merchandiser 
work  schedule  is  based  on 
customer requirements, days 
off are Monday and Tuesday. 
This includes weekend and 
holiday work schedules. The 
Merchandiser position offers 
competitive hourly pay, full 
Company   Benefits   and   a 
reimbursable mileage policy.
Benefits include 401K/ retire-
ment/ stock options, health/ 
dental/ vision insurance and 
vacation leave. Candidates 
must have a solid work history, 
strong communication skills 
and an excellent driving record.

Please apply online at 
www.fritolayemployment.com  

for consideration.
EOE M/F/V/D

FURR’S BUFFETT
https://

furrsjobs.clickandhire.net
Looking for dishwashers

32-40 hrs. a week
On-line application 

process only.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with Haz-Mat

2 years Tanker/ Fuel Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
Good Pay with Benefits
$400.00 Sign-On Bonus.

FMI: 
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED
at Super8. Apply in-person. 
Looking  for   detail-oriented 
person,   team  player  with 
minimum 6-mos experience in 
housekeeping. Starting $7.50 
per hour. Accepting Interviews.

JOB FAIR!
Class A CDL Drivers Needed!

EagleOne is hosting 
a job fair on

December 14th, 
from 10am to 7pm:

Odessa Holiday Inn Hotel
5275 E 42nd St. Odessa, 

79761
We are currently hiring 

on-demand 
Class A CDL drivers

with 2+ years experience 
(off-road and/

or oil/gas industry is a plus!). 
$3,000 sign on bonus,

competitive compensation,
health/dental/vision insurance, 

pd vacation and more!
For more information 

about our driving
opportunities, 

call 
479-242-2532 or 

432-685-1425
www.goeagleone.com

Join our professional cleaning 
team! $10/Hrs. & advancement 
opportunities. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
& uniform. Must have own 
transportation & speak English. 
All cleaners are drug tested & 
background checked. Bonded 
and insured. Call J. Williams 
Management at 432-699-2090
M-F  8-4.

Need CASHIER plus 
STOCKER. Starting pay $8.00 
per hour. Apply at Fast Stop, 
1500 E. 4th St.

SHOP HAND and Full-time 
CDL Driver needed. Call 
(432)267-4700.

Help Wanted
NOW HIRING

Smiling Faces!
Woodforest National Bank, 

a leader in the 
Retail Banking Industry,

is looking for 
enthusiastic individuals 

with exceptional
customer service skills 

to join our team.
*Great Work Environment*

*Benefits*
*Advancement Opportunities*

Instore Retail Banker
Woodforest National Bank

201 West Marcy
Big Spring TX 79720

*Must be at least 18 years old 
with HS diploma or Equivalent* 

*1 year Customer 
Service Experience*

*Retail Sales/ 
Marketing Experience*

Apply online at:
www.Woodforest.com

Woodforest is proud to be an 
EEO/AA employer

M/F/D/V

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehabilitation is accepting ap-
plications for evening dietary 
personnel. You may apply in 
person at 3200 Parkway or 
on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net

PART-TIME MAINT Tech 
needed for property in Big 
Spring. Applicant must have 
strong organizational skills and 
enjoy working outdoors. 20 
hrs/week plus Vacation. Fax 
resume to (432)264-1761.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

THE   COLORADO River 
Municipal   Water   District   is 
accepting   applications   for 
following positions.
Meter Technician/ 
Electronics Assistant-
Responsible   for   installing, 
repairing,  and calibrating flow, 
level, and pressure metering 
equipment. Position also pro-
vides assistance in repair of 
communication  equipment 
supporting the District’s 
SCADA system. Intermediate 
level position with basic under-
standing     of     electronics/ 
electricity needed.
Maintenance Technician-
Responsible for maintaining 
the   District’s   raw   water 
pipelines, pump stations, and 
wells.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include  
health insurance, retirement 
plans,   sick,   vacation   and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24TH Street, Big 
Spring, Texas, by calling 
(432)267-6341 or 
www.crmwd.org

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

STELLAR AUTOMATION Inc. 
is  now  hiring for automation 
techs. Needs experience with 
PLC’s, controls, and communi-
cations.

Send resume to 
malexander@

stellarpartners.net 

STERLING COUNTY Nursing 
Home now hiring for the follow-
ing-

Director of Nursing
LVN’s

CNA’s & Med. Aides.
Experience preferred, Please 
call Carmen Rios 
(325)378-2134 for more infor-
mation.

Items for Sale
FOR SALE Mesquite Fire-
wood. $160.00 for half cord. 50 
pound sacks-$20.00. Call Terry 
Jenkins at 432-270-3122.

FOR SALE: Lighted Christmas 
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees 
and more decorations. All 
sizes. Call for more information 
(432)935-5307 or 
(432)264-6117. Come by 1433 
Hilltop Rd.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$340.00 Full Cord & $190.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
LOST DOBERMAN Pinscher, 
Big Spring area. Last seen 
November 26th. Female, 
spayed, Red tint. Very 
friendly and answers to An-
nie. Very missed, please call 
(432)517-4740.

Mobile Homes
4/2 with FIREPLACE
OWNER Financing
XMAS DISCOUNTS
325-677-3113 r36525

Pets
AKC MALE Boston Terrier with 
papers, 8 month old. First 2 
sets of puppy shots given. Very 
energetic! $300. Call 
(432)935-0772.

Real Estate for Rent
FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625. month, $625. deposit, 
1101  East 13th, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

1307     LINCOLN-    Totally 
Remodeled 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 
CH/A. $775.00 month, $675.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-3375 or 
816-6992.

1706     OWENS-      Totally 
Remodeled 3 bedroom, 1 bath, 
CH/A. $650.00 month, $600.00 
deposit. Call 432-263-3375 or 
816-6992.

FOR RENT 2 bdrm/1bath, 
$625.00/month, $625.00/de-
posit, 2008 Scurry, References 
required, 432-517-0038, 
Agent/Owner.

BEAUTIFUL 2 bdr, 1 bath, 
washer, dryer, stove & refrig-
erator provided. Carport, 
fenced backyard. Pets Okay. 
$625.00 rent, $625.00 deposit. 
Call 541-292-9825.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

CORPORATE    FURNISHED
2 bedroom, 1 bath, washer 
dryer, minimum 3 month stay, 
dishes & linens included. Call 
432-599-1778.

MIDWAY AREA- Two bdrm, 
one bath Mobile Home. 
Fenced yard, carport. Water & 
Gas Paid. Also Two bdrm, one 
bath in Big Spring. References 
required. Call  (432)267-5952.

NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

OWNER FINANCE-144 Jones-
boro. 3/1 Very large fenced 
yard, nice quite area, water 
well, out building and c/a. This 
one wont last long $40,000 Call 
325-277-4923.

Real Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
PETS WELCOMED

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
3/2 PLUS Bonus Room. 2403 
Carleton. Under Remodel. 
Owner will Finance. 
$15,000.00 Down. WILL NOT 
RENT. Call (432)264-9907 or 
517-0062.

BY OWNER 1202 Buena Vista. 
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car ga-
rage, shop on 1 acre of land. 
Coahoma ISD. Zoned area. 
Call 432-466-1616, 413-7400. 

BY OWNER: 1004    Baylor, 
3 bdrm, 2 bath brick, attached 
garage, separate large 6 car 
garage. New AC & heating. No 
owner finance.  (432)270-0851, 
(432)213-0741.

HOUSE FOR Sale, 3215 
Auburn, 4 bdrm/1bath, remod-
eled, $64,000.00, No  owner 
finance, Agent/Owner, 
432-517-0038.

LOCAL INVESTOR
Total Cash Transaction

Quick Closing
Call Lisa 

432-935-5409

OWNER FINANCE- 1404 East 
14th. 2 Bed, 1 bath, attached 
garage. Payments under $450 
after downpymt, $28k. Call 
325-277-4923.

220136

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2005 F150 XLT 4X4
51,000 MILES.

2006 Denali
AWD, Sunroof, DVD

75,000 Miles.

2011 Acadia
SLT AWD.

.

2009 2500 SLT 4X4 Duramax
75,000 Miles.

.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

227959

$39,995 $36,995

$14,995 $24,995

$44,995

2009 2500 HD SLT 4X4 Duramax
50,000 Miles

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

RREENNTTEEDD
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

CONCRETE

23
03

67

J. T. Builders
All Kinds of

Remodeling • Drywall
Ceramic Tile • Electrical

Plumbing • Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
(432) 816-2061

(432) 935-6310 RES.

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

WINDOW TINT

23
06

67C & D Truck
Accessories

2706 N. Hwy. 87
432-263-3600

Tint
Cars, Trucks and 

Houses
5 year limited warranty

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

YOUR AD
This Could Be Your Ad

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 432-263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SERVICE REPAIR

22
71

56

ACE APPLIANCE
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer set-$275
Refrigerator-$185

Warranty
CALL US AT

(432) 686-2906

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

FIREWOOD

22
77

84

DURAN's Tree Service
CORDS, All split,
Mixed Firewood.

Delivered & Stacked.
$200. Also have Oak

and Mesquite
570-9617/238-6770

Also Selling Small/Big
Outdoor Burning Wood.

TREE SERVICE

227782

DURAN'S Tree
Service. Tree removal

specialist. Minor/
Major trimming, stump
removal, flower beds

cleaned, hedges
trimmed. Will travel.

432-570-9617,
432-238-6770

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

TREE TRIMMING

MONICO'S PRUNING 
TREES, SHRUBS

 AND HEDGES
FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL MONICO QUIROZ

(432) 213-2608
(432) 263-5461 22

81
22

LAWN SERVICE
Good Faith

Yard Services
Yards, Shrubs, Flower Beds,

Hauling, Cleanup, etc......
Free Estimates

Friendly Service
Call Bryan @

(432) 270-1174 229223

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

DOG GROOMING

23
03

62

"Big Dog Grooming"
Let us pamper your

Pet!
301 N. Sgt. Paredez
Shop: 432-416-6175
Cell: 432-288-4855

Open: Mon. thru Sat.
Hours: 8:00am-4:30pm

Walk-Ins Welcome till 2pm
ALL SIZES • ALL BREEDS
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeLegals

Legals

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  4,   Pre-Purchase  of 
Electrical Equipment for the Ward 
County Water Supply Expansion 
Project. Bid Deadline is December 
22, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. Bids will be 
received at CRMWD 400 E. 24th 
Street, Big Spring, TX 79721-0869 
For  more  information  contact 
Marcus Grace at (816)536-6485 or 
email   mgrace@garney.com
Garney Companies, Inc is an Equal 
Employment/Opportunity Em-
ployer.
#7191 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

INVITATION TO BID
The Colorado River Municipal Wa-
ter District and Garney Companies 
are soliciting supplier participation 
including those that qualify as 
SWMBE’s for the following: Bid 
Package  5,  Slab  and  Below 
Construction for the Ward County 
Water Supply Expansion Project.
Bid Deadline is December 22, 2011 
at 3:30 p.m. Bids will be received at 
CRMWD 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-0869 For more 
information contact Marcus Grace 
at (816)536-6485 or email 
mgrace@garney.com Garney 
Companies, Inc is an Equal Em-
ployment/Opportunity Employer.
#7192 December 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21 and 22, 2011

If ever there was a time
to lose sight of the big
picture, it’s now. The big
picture can be needlessly
daunting. Right now, it’s
enough just to trust that
there is one. Progress
happens one step at a
time. The moon will have
a grounding
influence on
our
emotions as
she enters
Taurus.
What was
over-
whelming
seems
suddenly
doable. 

ARIES
(March 21-
April 19).
You can rely on other
people to do what they
said they would do,
though you may have to
issue friendly reminders.
Also, make sure everyone
is clear about what the
task at hand really is.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). You don’t need to be
told what to do or who to
be, and you’ll likely reject
anyone who tries to guide
you in this manner. But
the one who tells you

how to do a job well will
get your attention and
respect.  

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). You can help others
out and still have fun;
you just have to get
organized. When you
think it through first,
you’ll put things together
in a way that will help
you get the most
enjoyment out of your
life. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Though there are
moments when you feel
uncared for, there are
more moments in which
you realize you’re being
taken care of on all
levels. It’s as though
some unseen force is
putting you in the right
place at the right time. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’ll get the opportunity
to show people what you
can do best. And if you
step up and let your
talent be seen, more such
opportunities will arise
in the near future.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). There is not always a
cure for what ails you,
but sometimes the way
you deal with a problem
is even better than a

cure. A system of
management may now
give you fresh life and
vitality. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). People will try to put
things in perspective for
you, but that probably
won’t work. Who are they
to tell you how to feel?  If
it’s important to you,
then it’s important,
period. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You see an
opportunity, and yet this
is no easy feat. You won’t
be able to simply “let it
happen” on this one. If
you want it to happen,
you’ll have to make it
happen. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Some people
are disturbed by thoughts
of the future. Not you.
You know it will be
better than the present
because you keep getting
more and more savvy
about how to make it so. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). There’s so much
you take for granted
about your own talents
and strengths. You need
someone to hold a mirror
up to you. Also,
glimpsing into another

person’s life will make
you feel more connected
to your own. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’re farther
along in a project than
you thought you’d be at
this time. With a little
more organization and
the helping hand of a
friend, you can finish
this up or at least bring it
to a workable end as
early as tomorrow.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Life presents itself to
you, and you feel the
privilege in this. Your
breath, your thoughts and
fantasies, the filling of
your senses — it’s all a
gift that you keep
unwrapping.   

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 6). You will enjoy a
harmonious existence
with others. January
brings the energetic jolt
of exciting new ideas.
Through spring, your
domestic life will
transform into a more
organized and uplifting
scene. June shows you on
the receiving end of
praise and awards.
Family closeness will be
the source of future
happy memories. Taurus

and Leo people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are:
20, 14, 38, 19 and 50.

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: “I almost
had a psychic girlfriend,
but she left me before we
met,” says the mind-
bending comedian Steven
Wright. This avant-garde
humor springs from a
Sagittarian born when
Mercury was also in the
open, curious,
independent-thinking
station of Sagittarius.
Wright also has natal
Uranus and Pluto both in
the entertaining sign of
Leo. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2011
CREATORS.COM

Dear Annie: My
husband and I have three
adult sons. The oldest and
youngest are married, but
the middle son (age 56) is
not. He has his own
house in our
neighborhood and has
had a younger man living
with him for many years.
We assume our son is
gay, which is fine, but he
has never admitted it.

The last time we saw
our son was Father’s Day.
I sent him a birthday
card in late July and
asked why we haven’t
heard from him. I
reassured him that we
love him. I received no
response. We then called
and left phone messages
twice. Still no word.

When we do get
together, our son is
friendly, pleasant and
charming. However, we
are hurt and disappointed
that he never invites us
over, nor does he keep in
touch other than a few
times a year. Should we
just accept this behavior
or confront him in person
by showing up at his
home? — Pariahs, Not
Parents 

Dear Parents: Oh,
please don’t do that. Some
children are not
comfortable having their

parents over, and an
unexpected visit would
likely make matters
worse. 

If you believe the
“younger man” is his
partner, we hope you
have welcomed both of
them to your home. Your
son might appreciate
your acceptance of this
man as part of his life,
and it may make him
more amenable to closer
contact. 

But our main concern
is whether your son is
OK. Is it unusual not to
have heard from him
since June, despite your
birthday card and phone
messages? You might
want to call once more
and tell him you are
worried about his well-
being. 

Dear Annie: I
remember all of the
letters about how to hang
the toilet paper. I have a
different question on the
subject.

Several of my friends
just prop the roll of toilet
paper on top of the
cylinder instead of
sticking the roller
through the hole in the
paper. People then pick
up the roll with their
hands and remove as
much as they need. This

might not be so bad,
except that some people
use the roll more than
once on the same
bathroom visit. Also,
sometimes the toilet
paper is dropped on the
floor before being re-
propped. 

Several times I have
made remarks regarding
how unhealthy this habit
may be, but they just
laugh. Although they are
otherwise hygienic, these
people seem to have more
upset stomachs than our
other friends. 

When I visit their
houses, I carry folded
toilet paper in my purse
in order to avoid using
their well-handled rolls.
They tease me for being

germophobic, saying
everyone washes their
hands before leaving the
bathroom. But what if
they first brush the hair
out of their eyes or touch
their mouths before
washing their
contaminated hands? Is
this healthy? — One Who
Wants the Tissue Hung
Properly

Dear Tissue: This
seems less an issue of
hygiene than one of
laziness. We are unaware
of any studies that
differentiate between
using a propped-up roll of
toilet paper versus one on
a roller. But we can tell
you that the probability
of having the roll fall on
the floor (or in the toilet)
makes it automatically
less sanitary than using
the roller. And by the
way, it is highly unlikely
that all those who use the
bathroom wash their
hands with soap and
water before leaving. 

Dear Annie: “Cool
Grandma Doesn’t Care”
said her mother-in-law is
encouraging her adult
daughter to share
sleeping arrangements
with her live-in
boyfriend, even though
Mom and Dad

disapprove. You said
Grandma can do what
she wants in her own
home.

What about the
daughter and her
boyfriend respecting her
parents’ wishes
regardless of where they
sleep? The boyfriend
should do the right thing.
Better to make a possible
future mother-in-law
happy than Grandma. —
El Segundo, Calif.

Dear El: That would be
exceptionally gracious,
but Mom cannot force
him to do it, and her
daughter doesn’t seem
inclined to ask. 

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please e-mail your
questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.ne
t, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 5777 W. Century
Blvd., Ste. 700, Los Angeles,
CA 90045. To find out more
about Annie’s Mailbox and
read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.com. 

© 2011 CREATORS.COM
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Today is Tuesday, Dec. 6, the 
340th day of 2011. There are 25 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 6, 1921, the Anglo-
Irish Treaty, which established 
the Irish Free State, was signed 
in London. (The treaty came 
into force one year later on this 
date.)

On this date:
In 1790, Congress moved to 

Philadelphia from New York.
In 1884, Army engineers com-

pleted construction of the 
Washington Monument by set-
ting an aluminum capstone 
atop the obelisk.

In 1889, Jefferson Davis, the 
first and only president of the 
Confederate States of America, 
died in New Orleans.

In 1907, the worst mining 
disaster in U.S. history 
occurred as 362 men and boys 
died in a coal mine explosion in 
Monongah, W.Va.

In 1917, some 2,000 people 
died when an explosives-laden 

French cargo ship collided with 
a Norwegian vessel at the har-
bor in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
setting off a blast that devas-
tated the city.

In 1947, Everglades National 
Park in Florida was dedicated 
by President Harry S. Truman.

In 1957, America’s first 
attempt at putting a satellite 
into orbit failed as Vanguard 
TV3 rose about four feet off a 
Cape Canaveral launch pad 
before crashing down and 
exploding.

In 1960, nearly 9 million acres 
of Alaska was set aside as an 
Arctic National Wildlife Range 
by order of Interior Secretary 
Fred A. Seaton.

In 1971, the original Auto-
Train, which carried rail pas-
sengers and their motor vehi-
cles from Lorton, Va., to 
Sanford, Fla., went into opera-
tion. (Although the privately 
owned line went out of busi-
ness in 1981, Amtrak revived 
the service in 1983.)

In 1989, 14 women were shot 
to death at the University of 
Montreal’s school of engineer-
ing by a man who then took his 
own life.

Today’s Birthdays: Jazz 
musician Dave Brubeck is 91. 
Comedy performer David 

Ossman is 75. Actor Patrick 
Bauchau is 73. Country singer 
Helen Cornelius is 70. Actor 
James Naughton is 66. 
Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood is 66. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Frankie Beverly 
(Maze) is 65. Former Sen. Don 
Nickles, R-Okla., is 63. Actress 
JoBeth Williams is 63. Actor 
Tom Hulce is 58. Actor Kin 
Shriner is 58. Actor Wil Shriner 
is 58. Actor Miles Chapin is 57. 
Rock musician Rick Buckler 
(The Jam) is 56. Comedian 
Steven Wright is 56. Country 
singer Bill Lloyd is 56. Singer 
Tish Hinojosa is 56. Rock musi-
cian Peter Buck (R.E.M.) is 55. 
Rock musician David Lovering 
(Pixies) is 50. Actress Janine 
Turner is 49. 

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Newswest 9 Married Schwarz (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid TriVita Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Babar Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Dr. Diana Paid Paid Paid Little

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Home Im Uri Harel Arthur Popoff Paid Paid Angel Little SportsCenter 
Life Home Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Popoff Chugging

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Prince Light of the 
Southwest 
Round-Up 
Special

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Chris Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Prince Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Chris Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Prince Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

Movie: All 
the Right 
Moves 

DEA Charmed Bernie Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Payne Dinosaur Bernie Mickey 

Mouse  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

The People’s 
Court

Live! With 
Kelly 

La Esclava 
Isaura (SS)

Today Browns McGee Sesame 
Street

Jeremy Kyle American 
Chopper

CSI: NY Supernatural Bernie ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Hoy (SS) Browns L. Moore Bernie Little

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Today Payne Yohanan Sid Payne American 
Chopper

Movie: Sa-
brina, Greg 
Kinnear 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Parkers Mickey SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Jim Sid Roth WordWrld Payne Parkers Mickey

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Casos de 
Familia

Justice Young & 
Restless

Doña Bar-
bara (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Yes, Dear House Curious The 700 
Club 

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Smallville My Wife 3rd & Bird ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Yes, Dear Swallow Clifford My Wife Oso

  :PM
 12 :30

The Chew Esperanza 
Cor.

Judge B. News Mujeres Al 
Límite

Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Thank Focus 4 American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Movie: Down 
in the Delta, 
Mary Alice 

Jungle SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Light. Financial 

Fitness
Pirates

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Ni Contigo, 
Ni sin Ti

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

Movie: All 
I Want for 
Christmas 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Santa Clause 
3: Escape 
Clause

SportsCenter NFL Prime-
Time Raymond

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Dos Hogares 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Raymond Light of the 
Southwest

Wild Kratt Life American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Chris 1st & 10 Report
Raymond Martha Life Chris Phineas Numbers Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Rachael Ray El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Browns American 
Chopper

Movie: The 
Addams 
Family

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order My Wife Phineas Le Batard NFL Live 
Judge Friends WordGirl Browns My Wife Phineas Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Jdg Judy Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Judge G. CBS7 María Ce-
leste

News Friends Retro Fetch! ’70s American 
Chopper

Auction Law & Order Parkers Phineas SportsNation Around
Jdg Judy Judge G. CBS 7 Inside Ed. Friends B. Swann Cyber ’70s Auction Parkers Phineas Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Big Bang News Noticias News King Scrivner News ’Til Death American 
Chopper

Movie: Ad-
dams Family 
Values

Auction Bones 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live

Shake It NFL32 SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Big Bang CBS Noticiero News King Uri Harel Curious King Auction Good 

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Cuando Me Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Mark Blitz PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld American 
Chopper 

Auction Bones ANT Farm Women’s 
College 
Basketball

College 
Basketball: 
Jimmy V 
Classic

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld L. Moore Seinfeld Auction Movie: 
B.A.P.S, Ian 
Richardson 

Jessie

  :PM
 7 :30

Last Man Familia-
Suerte

Glee NCIS Una Maid en Bublé Christ-
mas

Big Bang Upd Great Per-
formances: 
Andrea 
Bocelli Live

90210 Movie: A 
Christmas 
Carol, 
Edward 
Woodward 

Auction Bones Austin
Man Up! Big Bang Alewine Auction Nightmare-

Christmas  :PM
 8 :30

Middle Fuerza-Des-
tino

New Girl NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Flor Salvaje 
(SS)

The Biggest 
Loser 

Big Bang Light of the 
Southwest

Ringer American 
Chopper

Auction Movie: 
Hide, Kevin 
Alejandro 

College 
Basketball: 
Memphis at 
Miami.

College 
Basketball: 
Jimmy V 
Classic

Suburg. Raising Big Bang Auction

  :PM
 9 :30

Body of 
Proof 

Aquí y Ahora 
(SS)

Simpsons Unforgettable La Casa de 
al Lado

Big Bang Cops Moonshiners Flip Men Re.- Lines ANT Farm
How I Met Big Bang Greatest 

Duets: It 
Takes Two

’Til Death Movie: A 
Christmas 
Carol, 
Edward 
Woodward 

Flip Men Re.- Lines Jessie

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Chevalme King American 
Chopper

Flip Men Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Re.- Lines Austin NFL Live 
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Sin Senos no Jay Leno Dr. South Pk Flip Men Re.- Lines Good SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Hasta que el 
Dinero

Law Order: 
CI

Offi ce Ministerios 
Vida

World South Pk Moonshiners Auction Movie: 
Hide, Kevin 
Alejandro 

Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards Baseball
Late Decisiones 

(SS)
Late Night Offi ce T. Smiley Roseanne Auction Wizards NFL Live 

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Mañana-
Siempre

Raymond Conan Upd (Off Air) Roseanne American 
Chopper 

Movie: Ad-
dams Family 
Values

Flip Men Movie: Belly, 
Taral Hicks

Good SportsCenter 
Paid Fam. Guy Insider Pagado News Alewine Focus 4 Flip Men Good SportsNation 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid La Jaula American Ent Pagado (:06) Today Seinfeld Light of the 
Southwest

Homecoming Flip Men Leverage Random SportsCenter 
Paid Par Ases TMZ Paid Empresa 

Perdona 
Momento de 
Locura

Seinfeld Flip Men ANT Farm Football

  :AM
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

King/Hill (:07) Up to 
the Minute

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
Batman & 
Robin, Chris 
O’Donnell 

Study Popoff Movie: Sa-
brina, Greg 
Kinnear 

Flip Men Law & Order The 
Mo’Nique 

Deck Year/Quar-
terback

SportsCenter 
Paid Born Smile Flip Men Deck

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: The 
Prestige, 
Michael 
Caine

Carson In Touch Z. Levitt Paid Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas Year/Quar-
terback

SportsCenter 
Cámara Early Tdy Fitness TriVita Paid Paid Phineas

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Your Health Paid Paid Law & Order Paid Phineas SportsNation SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Paid Popoff Phineas
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