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432-714-4900
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112 CEDAR RD. REDUCED!!!!!!!! $145,000

This 3/2 charming home has upgrades throughout. Granite countertops, appliances, paint, carpet, wood 
deck porch, bath fixtures, ceiling fans, and much much more!!! This home will truly surprise you.

Call Leah Hughes @ 432-270-2416 to see this home today!!!!

Jeannie Rutledge, Broker / Owner
Leah Hughes - 432-270-2416
Christie Larson - 432-213-4647
Janet Higgins - 432-213-5454
Pat Rutledge - 432-270-7706
Pat Hardison - 432-270-8277
Kim Pollard - 432-213-2842

LIVING ROOM DINING KITCHEN MASTER BEDROOM

112 CEDAR RD.

229358

Quality Plumbing
432-264-7006

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Santa comes a-callin’

Clockwise, from top right: Macie 
Wallace talks to Santa Claus 
during the VA Medical Center’s 
Lighting of the Lights ceremony 
Friday; Providence Dickson and 
Chicago Dickson decorate orna-
ments during Heritage Museum’s 
Breakfast with Santa Claus event 
Saturday; and Santa and Mrs. 
Claus have a chat with Jaycob 
McGee at Heritage Museum 
Saturday morning.

HERALD photos/Amanda Moreno and Steve 
Reagan

County
likely to
extend
burn ban
Fireworks prohibition also 
on commissioners’ agenda
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

If your Christmas or New Years celebration 
plans include rockets or finned fireworks, 
you may want to think again.

Howard County Judge Mark Barr said Fri-
day he plans to propose an extension to the 
existing burn ban and a nix on finned fire-
works and rockets going into the Christmas 
and New Year holidays during the commis-

sioners’ Dec. 12 
meeting in hopes 
of staving off 
wildfires in the 
coming months.

Barr said the 
county must 
have the fire-
works ban in 
place no later 
than Dec. 15.

“The ban will 
effect rocket-type fireworks with fins. It’s 
just so dry out there and there’s so much fuel, 
we’re worried it could pose a serious danger,” 
Barr said. “Honestly, I expect both measures 
— the continuation of the burn ban and the 
ban on the fireworks — to pass easily. It’s no 
secret how dangerous conditions are right 
now, and with no real relief in sight, they

See COUNTY, Page 3A

What: Howard County 
Commissioners meeting.

Where: Third floor, 
county courthouse.

When: 10:30 a.m., 
Monday.

CFOT puts out call for volunteers
By AMANDA MORENO     
Staff Writer

Donations have been col-
lected, but they still need to 
be packed. 

Christmas for Our Troops 
has wrapped up donation col-
lections and is now seeking 
volunteers to help pack up 
items at 6 p.m. Dec. 7 at First 

Christian Church. 
Volunteers will 
be packing 500 
boxes which will 
go to soldiers in 
Afghanistan. 

This is the 11th 
year for the pro-
gram, which is 
aimed at ensuring 
soldiers fighting 
for our country 
are not forgotten 
during the holi-
day season.  

“It all started 
with five boxes 
and a group of 
guys thinking we 

need to send those guys on 
the ground over there fight-
ing for us some Christmas,” 
Scott Davis, founder of CFOT, 
said. 

This year’s box pack-up day 
is extra special according 
to CFOT representatives be-
cause it not only recognizes 
those serving today, but will 
be a reminder of those who 
fought during World War II, 
as the pick up will take place 
on the 70th anniversary of 
Pearl Harbor. 

“The similarities between 
the U.S. Efforts after Dec. 7, 
1941 and Sept. 11, 2001, are ob-
vious. On both occasions, af-
ter our country was attacked 
on our shores, American men 

and women took up arms and 
traveled to far away lands 
in order to protect the liber-
ties we, as Americans, have 
enjoyed since the founding 
of our country. Just as we 
honor those men and women 
currently in harm’s way, we 
never forget those veterans 
of the wars that went before,” 
quoted in an article provided 
by Stephanie Sparkman, pub-
lic relations coordinator for 
CFOT. 

The program has grown to 
a size Davis never imagined, 
but the modest and humble 
beginnings are only part of 
what makes this program 
such a success. 

“People want to say thank 

you to these soldiers. We are 
just providing a venue for 
them to do that,” Davis said. 

“We can’t allow what hap-
pened with our Vietnam vets 
to happen again. We owe 
these soldiers more than we 
can possibly ever pay them. 
We are able to do what we do 
everyday because people sac-
rifice for us. They are willing 
to give their legs, arms, eye-
sight and intellect on our be-
half.”

To volunteer or find out 
more information, contact 
Debbie Burrow at 432-267-7165 
or 432-270-8554.

“We owe it to our military 
to let them know they haven’t 
been forgotten,” Burrow said. 
“This is our first time pack-
ing so we are hoping that Big 
Spring will do it big.”

Contact Staff Writer Aman-
da Moreno at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at life@bigspring-
herald.com

“People want to say thank you to these 
soldiers. We are just providing a venue for 
them to do that.” 

Scott Davis, founder
Christmas For Our Troops
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Police blotter

Take Note

Adults and Pediatrics
Urology

Flu Shots
Available Now

- Office Treatment of Enlarged
  Prostate Profile (instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
  Problem with Medication
  (Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser &
  Shockwave Technology Available
   Locally 24/7
- Sexual Dysfunction
- Low Testosterone Syndrome

- Vasectomies

(432) 714-4600
1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103

Big Spring, Tx 79720

Dr. Rudy Haddad
Board Certified in Urology

Fellow American College of Surgeons

220755

Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

MANUEL R. CARRASCO, MD
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

Specializing Training In:
AREAS OF INTEREST: 

GENERAL INTERNAL
 MEDICINE, ASTHMA 

AND COPD, DIABETES 
AND

 HYPERTENSION, 
JOINT PAIN, 

WEIGHT LOSS AND 
TESTOSTERONE

 MANAGEMENT IN 
MEN BETWEEN

 40 AND 75 YEARS 
OF AGE WITH 

LOW SEX DRIVE.

FLU VACCINATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

Bilingual ~ www.drcarrasco.com
Serving Big Spring Since 1993

1501 W. 11th Place • Suite 302  
432-714-4500 229185

Medically Managed Weight Loss
Up to 20 Lbs. in 30 Days

NO SHOTS! ORAL DROPS

Only 
$199

Free Consultation

Body Focus Medical Spa
1700 FM 700 • 264-1900

Dr. Steve Ahmed
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Christmas-Time Is Here!

H Jewelry H Toys H Gifts
H Ariat Boots  H Cinch Jeans

& So Much More!

Howard County Feed & Supply
701 E. 2nd St.          432-267-6411

218856

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Sun

12/4

41/32
Mostly
cloudy skies.
Cold. High
41F. Winds
NE at 10 to
20 mph.

Sunrise:
7:31 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Mon

12/5

34/23
Periods of
snow. Highs
in the mid
30s and
lows in the
low 20s.

Sunrise:
7:32 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Tue

12/6

38/23
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 30s
and lows in
the low 20s.

Sunrise:
7:33 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Wed

12/7

51/26
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the low
50s and
lows in the
mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:34 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Thu

12/8

56/28
Sunny.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:35 AM

Sunset:
5:41 PM

Brownsville
84/65

Houston

73/55

Austin
58/40

Dallas
47/40

El Paso
54/33

Amarillo
39/23

San Antonio
68/46

Big Spring

41/32

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 40 33 rain Kingsville 83 60 cloudy
Amarillo 39 23 pt sunny Livingston 69 51 t-storm
Austin 58 40 rain Longview 60 44 rain
Beaumont 72 59 t-storm Lubbock 41 27 pt sunny
Brownsville 84 65 cloudy Lufkin 69 51 rain
Brownwood 43 37 rain Midland 40 32 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 80 58 t-storm Raymondville 84 62 pt sunny
Corsicana 49 39 rain Rosenberg 73 55 t-storm
Dallas 47 40 rain San Antonio 68 46 rain
Del Rio 57 44 rain San Marcos 60 41 rain
El Paso 54 33 rain Sulphur Springs 50 39 rain
Fort Stockton 47 34 pt sunny Sweetwater 39 32 rain
Gainesville 41 35 rain Tyler 58 42 rain
Greenville 46 39 rain Weatherford 41 35 rain
Houston 73 55 t-storm Wichita Falls 42 34 rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 58 49 cloudy Minneapolis 32 23 pt sunny
Boston 52 43 mst sunny New York 57 45 mst sunny
Chicago 47 30 pt sunny Phoenix 56 38 sunny
Dallas 47 40 rain San Francisco 62 45 sunny
Denver 26 7 sn shower Seattle 43 31 pt sunny
Houston 73 55 t-storm St. Louis 50 34 cloudy
Los Angeles 65 43 sunny Washington, DC 56 43 mst sunny
Miami 80 71 windy

Moon Phases

First
Dec 2

Full
Dec 10

Last
Dec 18

New
Dec 24

UV Index

Sun

12/4
2

Low

Mon

12/5
2

Low

Tue

12/6
3

Moderate

Wed

12/7
3

Moderate

Thu

12/8
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Subscribe today! Call 263-7331

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Friday and 7a.m. 
Saturday: 

• RICHARD LEOS, 33, of 1207 E. 16th St., was ar-
rested on warrants for disregard a stop sign and fail 
to appear. 

• TIMOTHY JOSEPH MAJOR, 37, of 114 Colorado, 
was arrested on charges of driving while license 
suspended/invalid with previous conviction, acci-
dent involving damage to vehicle more than $200 
and criminal mischief more than $1500 less than 

$20,000. 
• THEFT was reported in the 1300 block of S. 

Gregg. 
• BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported in 

the 600 block of Linda. 
• BURGLARY OF VEHICLE was reported :
In the 1400 block of Princeton Avenue.
In the 600 block of Edwards. 
• CRIMINAL MISHCIEF was reported: 
In the 2300 block of S. Scurry St.
In the 1500 block of Sycamore.

• A benefit account for the Arguello family, who 
lost two family members in a recent house fire  in 
Coahoma, has been established at Western Bank. 
Interested persons can contribute to the account at 
any of the bank’s three locations (two in Big Spring; 
one in Coahoma). For more information, call 432-
394-4256. 

• An account has been established at Wells Fargo 
to help defray medical expenses for 4-year-old Zayde 
Stallings, who recently died of a rare heart condi-
tion. She was the daughter of Kenny and Renea 
Stallings of Big Spring. If you need more informa-
tion, contact Four Seasons Insulation and Siding at 
264-8610. The account number is 7938527277.

• A fund has been set up at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home for Mike Williams, 39, a lifetime resident of 
Big Spring who died Nov. 1. He leaves behind a wife 
and seven children. Any donations can be brought 
to the funeral home office at 301 E. 24th St. For more 
information, call 267-8288.

• American Cancer Society will have its board 
meetings at noon on the second Tuesday of the 
month through April. Lunch will be furnished. 
Meetings will take place at Home Hospice, located 
at 111 E. Seventh. 

• Home Hospice is seeking volunteers. Training 
will be provided and geared to your time frame. 
Volunteers are needed for in office duties as well 
as sitters, deliveries and crafts. To find out more 
information or to volunteer contact Sherry Hodnett 
at Home Hospice by calling 264-7599. 

• Every 10 years, Texas requires that marks and 
brands be re-registered in the county or counties 
in which you operate. The re-registration period 
began Aug. 31 and runs through Feb. 29, 2012. At 
the conclusion date, all marks and brands that have 
not been re-registered are automatically available 
for registration by another party. For additional 
information, contact the Howard County Clerk’s 
Office at 264-2214 or 264-2213.

• Hangar 25 Air Museum needs your help! We are 
in need of volunteers to fill a variety of positions 
such as tour guides, front desk, clerical, events, 
and many others. Set your hours and days of the 
week you are available. Meet new people and enjoy 
a rewarding experience. For more information, 
contact Emma Bogard at 432-267-2963.

• Big Spring Education Employees Federal Credit 
Union is raising money to benefit Maurine Pittman, 
who is undergoing cancer treatment in a Dallas-
area hospital. For more information, call the credit 
union at 263-8393.

• A benefit fund has been established at Western 
Bank for Eric Kelly, a 24-year-old Big Spring resi-
dent with cystic fibrosis who is recovering from a 
double lung transplant in Dallas. All donations are 
appreciated. For more information, call 432-213-
0795

• The Salvation Army is holding its annual heat-
er drive and is in dire need of heaters. Community 
members can donate new or used heaters. Mon-
etary donations are also welcomed. Donations can 
be made at the main office, located at 811 W. Fifth 
St., Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m.

• The Homeownership Preservation Foundation 
(HPF) is an independent national nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping distressed homeowners navigate 
financial challenges and avoid mortgage foreclo-
sure.  If you want to stop foreclosure and are in need 
of foreclosure help, the time to call 888-995-HOPE is 
now. The Homeowner’s HOPE hotline is a counsel-
ing service provided by HPF to work with you to 
find a solution to your problem. HPF can provide 
counseling free of charge, in English and 170 other 
languages, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year. Free free foreclosure help, call the hotline.

• Fridays are live band dance nights at Big Spring 
Senior Center, 1901 Simler. Senior adults are invit-
ed to an evening of fellowship (and good exercise) 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. each Friday. Cost is $8 per 
person. For more information or to find out what 
band is playing, call the Senior Center at 432-267-
1628.

• The Salvation Army has funding for Texas Mili-
tary Personnel now serving or has served in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. The military member or their family 
member may apply at 811 W. Fifth St. or call 267-
8239. The grant is funded by the TRIAD Fund of 
Permian Basin Area Foundation. 

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
Weigh-in is confidential and you don’t have to talk 
if you don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• Big Spring and surrounding counties are in crit-
ical need of foster families. Foster parents are the 
caretakers for the children in the community who 
have been abused or neglected. For more informa-
tion on becoming foster parents or adoptive fami-
lies, call the Children’s Protective Services office at 
263-9669.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an American 
Cancer Society Resource Room is available at First 
Methodist Church. This center provides informa-
tion and valuable resources for those affected by 
cancer. This HATS ministry, established in memo-
ry of the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, maintains a room 
with free hats, wigs and head coverings available 
for check-out by those dealing with hair loss due 
to cancer treatment. Other services and resources 
are also available. Contact the “Hat Lady,” Marci 
Lykken at 267-2915 or the local ACS office at 432-683-
6375.

• Road to Recovery, sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To vol-
unteer, or to request a ride for treatment, call (877) 
277-1618, the High Plains American Cancer Group 
Report Center. For more information, call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 at her office at Home Hospice.
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One of  Texas’ best source of  Quality used auto parts
• 14 acres of dismantled vehicles with over 20,000 sq. ft. warehouse storage
• Motors • Transmissions • Body Parts • Electrical Parts

1 1/2 mile North of Hwy 350 (432) 263-5000

A modern Dismantler

Auto Parts, Inc.
Since 1947
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www.BigSpringHerald.com
Rich History, Big Possibilities — Big Spring, Texas
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432-263-7331
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Attorney At Law

Family Law And 
Criminal Law

Ward & Myers, L.L.P.

432-683-3700 • Midland, TX
charles@wardmyers.com
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• Swimming Pool
• Private Patios

• Carports
• Appliances

• Most Utilities
Paid

• Senior Citizens
Discount

• 1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

      PARKHILL
    TERRACE

       APARTMENTS
800 W. Marcy Drive

263-5555       267-5444
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$99
Move-In
Special

Thy Will Be Done
We would like to thank all the friends, neighbors 
and relatives of “Geri” Lopez for all the foods, 

paper goods, flowers and money donations made in 
her name. All the visits prayers, love and support 

were greatly appreciated by her family and
 by Geri herself.

A special thanks to Monsignor & Gully, St. Vincent 
de Paul Youth Group, Pro Life Organization and

 all members of the church. Also to 
Deacon Juan Arguello and Perry Gamble of 

Big Spring Realty.
Thanks to Compass Hospice, Dr. Lang, Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home and Inspirations Flowers.

All things done & given touched our hearts.
May God Bless You All
From The Family Of 

Geraldine Lopez

23
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The Family Of

Verna Turner
would like to thank the staffs of 

Parkview Nursing & Rehab, 
as well as Scenic Mountain

Medical Center for your loving
 care of our Sister & Aunt in her 

final days. A special thanks also to 
Jim Crenshaw for all your support. 

All of y’alls kindness will be 
remembered and was very much 

appreciated.
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/11
228213

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Alejandra "Ale" 
Doporto, 69, died 
Wednesday. Funeral 
Services will be at 10 
a.m. Saturday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park. 

Homer “Lee” Williford, 
Jr., 63, died Wednesday.  
Graveside services will 
be at 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

Teri Nall, 54, died 
Friday.  Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Arthur Christmas (PG) 3D
Sun. 1:20  4:20

Happy Feet Two (PG)  
Sun. 1:10  4:10  6:30
Jack and Jill (PG)  
Sun.: 6:45  

The Muppets (PG)  
Sun.: 1:30  4:30  7:10  

The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn - Part 1 (PG-13) 
Sun.: 1:00 4:00 7:00

227989

ADVANCE TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR
 THE TWILIGHT SAGA MARATHON AND

BREAKING DAWN PART 1.

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY

Join us at the 
First Baptist Church 

December 10th 2-4pm
Come by and say hello!

“NO GIFTS PLEASE” 22
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HOLLIS
KENNEMER!

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

are only going to get 
worse as the winter 
months continue on.”

According to county 
officials, the ban will 
only effect rocket-type 
fireworks with fins. 
However, Barr, along 
with County Volunteer 
Fire Chief Tommy Sulli-
van, are imploring local 
residents to use extreme 
caution when dealing 
with any kind of igni-
tion sources.

“The rockets pose the 
highest level of danger 
when it comes to start-
ing a grass fire or wild-
fire,” Sullivan said. 
“However, don’t be 
fooled into thinking ev-
erything else is OK. Any 
kind of firework that 
produces heat or sparks 
can start a fire, even 
firecrackers and other 
items that don’t normal-
ly take flight. The best 
way to avoid a problem 
is to just avoid shooting 
fireworks altogether.”

Barr said a complete 
ban of fireworks sales 
during the holiday sea-
son would require sup-
port from the Texas 
Governor’s office, some-
thing he isn’t expecting 
at this point.

“I can place a ban 
on all fireworks for a 
60-hour period, but 60 
hours won’t do much 
good,” Barr said. “It 
takes the governor to 
sign a decree to make 
the ban last long enough 
to get us through the 
holiday, and right now 

I’m not expecting that to 
happen.”

Barr said he has spo-
ken with meteorologists 
at the state level and the 
outlook for West Texas 
at this point doesn’t 
look very good going 
into 2012.

“Without some serious 
rain, we could be look-
ing at a fire risk greater 
than what we had this 
time last year,” Barr 
said ominously. “The 
meteorologists have all 
said the outlooks don’t 
look favorable for rain 
between now and this 
coming spring and they 
are simply unwilling to 
try to guess beyond that. 
So no one really knows 
at this point what to ex-
pect. We really need to 
try to do everything we 
can to protect our coun-
ty.”

Barr said he hopes 
the continuation of the 
burn ban will help the 
county accomplish that, 
but it will take county 
residents observing it 
to really drive home the 
message.

“I think everyone re-
members what we went 
through earlier this 
year  and during the past 
couple of years. That re-

ally woke a lot of people 
up to the danger of these 
fires,” Barr said. “We 
just want to keep that 
caution at the forefront 
of their thinking so we 
can avoid those kinds of 
conditions.”

Sullivan said there 
are already so many 
different ways fire can 
start that are out of resi-
dents’ control, it’s vital 
to eliminate as many of 
the preventable fires as 
possible.

“It’s an extremely dan-

gerous situation right 
now, and it’s going to 
get worse as we move 
further into the winter 
months,” Sullivan said. 
“There are plenty of 
ways fire can start, such 
as downed electrical 
lines or problems with 
the railroad tracks, so 
we need to do every-
thing we can to keep the 
human causes of these 
grass and brush fires to 
a minimum.”

Contact Staff Writer 

Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

Canterbury Retirement 
Community held its 
annual Christmas 
bazaar Saturday morn-
ing. Canterbury resi-
dents and more than 
30 local vendors joined 
together to provide 
area residents with 
unique gift ideas such 
as Christmas decora-
tions, Mary Kay bas-
kets, homemade 
items and goodies and 
more.  The Canterbury 
Auxiliary also sold bur-
ritos and baked goods.

HERALD photo/Amanda 
Moreno
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E ditoria l
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

This is a tribute to our visionaries

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Amanda Moreno
Staff Writer

Bill McClellan
Managing Editor

Steve Reagan
Staff Writer

Thomas Jenkins
Staff Writer

Ron Midkiff
Publisher

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor Bill McClellan at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Steve 
Reagan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

Tycho Brahe described as what 
some say unlikely revolutionary

Your Views

As islands go, it’s a 
small one--32 miles 
long and 2.5 at its wid-
est point--but thanks to 

the grit and determination of vi-
sionaries who dug 
in 109 years ago, 
it’s still on maps. 
Mother Nature 
almost eliminated 
Galveston Island 
during the Great 
Storm of 1900. 
Winds peaked 
at 145 MPH; the 
entire island was 
covered by raging 
flood waters seven 
feet deep.

Nature’s calling 
card of carnage marked the na-
tion’s deadliest natural disaster.  
Fatality estimates range from 
6,000-12,000, with most figures 
pegged at some 8,000. About 20% 
of the island’s residents died, 
and many thousands fled, most 
never to return.

Within two years, remaining 
stalwarts didn’t change the order 
of galaxies or alter the earth’s or-
bit. But with grit and determina-
tion, they methodically took on 
two seemingly impossible tasks 
— to build a 17-foot seawall and 
to increase much of the island’s 
surface by up to 17 additional 
feet above sea level. Their hope 
and prayer was that such her-
culean efforts would eliminate 
future historic disasters.

Visionaries remain strong.  
In 2002, the Port of Galveston, 
hoping to tap growing tourism 
interest, convinced Carnival 
Cruise Lines to add Galveston to 
its list of homeports. It was done, 
and the years since have been 
history-making, with leapfrog 
jumps in boardings each year. 
More than a million people will 
board cruise ships in Galveston 
in 2011.

So confident are Carnival 
leaders that their newest, most 
innovative vessel, the Magic, is 

assigned to the Port of Galveston 
on a year-round basis. (With 
another vessel, the Carnival 
Triumph, also in Galveston, the 
cruise line expects to carry a 
record 450,000 cruisers in 2012.)

   The arrival of the Magic in 
Galveston for its inaugural voy-
age resulted in unprecedented 
news coverage. Indeed, Novem-
ber 13-14 were red-letter days on 
cruise calendars.

On the 13th, more than two 
dozen media folks, several from 
out-of-state, were taking notes 
and shooting photographs dur-
ing a 20-hour preview blitz of 
local attractions arranged by 
the Galveston Island Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau. At the 
same time, the Carnival Magic 
was completing a 16-day trans-
Atlantic voyage from Barcelona, 
where its initial cruises of the 
Mediterranean began May 1.

The $830 million vessel docked 
in Galveston hours before day-
light on the 14th, and with day’s 
first light, motorists were slowly 
driving by. Children were eager 
to see the twin water slides atop 
the 15-deck vessel. Adults’ imagi-
nations whirled at recollections 
of innovations dominating the 
cruise conversation grapevine. 
(“Laid-back” describes the ship’s 
ambiance. One example: “Gang-
way” signage is complete with 
definition — the “thingy” we use 
to get from ship to shore.)

Soon, U.S. immigration of-
ficials boarded as expected to 
check credentials of 1,400 crew 
members from more than 100 
countries. Then came U.S. 
Department of Public Health offi-
cials. “Oh, no, the government is 
occupying Carnival,” one writer 
exclaimed. (It is worthy of note 
that the Magic received a grade 
of 100 from the health officials.)

Dockside for some 36 hours, 
the Magic got once-overs — even 
twice-overs — from some 2,500 
travel agents and tour directors 
on an overnight visit to check 

out the ship. And 4,000 fans gath-
ered for a Maroon 5 dockside 
concert of celebration.                  

Before lifting anchor, Carni-
val officials exchanged plaques, 
plaudits, promises and pleas-
antries with Port of Galveston 
leaders. Enthusiasm abounded 
concerning the future of what is 
now the nation’s fourth-busiest 
homeport — number 1 outside of 
Florida, where the modern-day 
cruise industry began.

Throughout the cruise, “oohs 
and ahhhs” reached record 
levels.

Truly, this 1,000-foot vessel is 
a marvel, already duly noted by 
national cruise writers. Galves-
ton Island is a marvel, too, the 
latter likely unknown by most 
Texans. It is rich in history, 
offering attractions to augment 
cruises.

Prospective visitors will do 
well to visit www.galveston.com 
for details on an array of attrac-
tions. An additional three days 
tacked on either end of cruises 
can be well spent.

Until this century, Texans 
rarely included cruises in vaca-
tion conversations. Now, it is 
commonplace.

Carnival claims that one of its 
19 North American homeports is 
within a day’s driving distance 
of about half of all Americans.

Galveston CVB leaders say 
that 30 million folks live within 
300 miles of their port. With 
the recent addition of the Royal 
Caribbean’s Mariner of the 
Seas--plus Disney’s Magic and 
Princess’ Crown Princesss-
cheduled for seasonal cruises 
in 2012--Galveston is destined to 
become one of the world’s most 
popular cruising homeports. The 
Carnival Magic, in a class by 
itself, defies description. It must 
be experienced.

Dr. Newbury is a speaker in the 
Metroplex. Inquiries/comments 
to: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 

Dr.
Don

Newbury

Big Spring trash control
To the Editor:
I have been aware of the blowing trash. Yes, there 

has been a shortage of drivers, but some forget that 
recently the city lost one of the sanitation trucks. 

Here are a few suggestions for citizens to do to 
help reduce the overflow. 

One, break down boxes before putting them in the 
household trash or the dumpster. Two, flatten large 
cans and soft plastic bottles. Three, make sure trash 
bags are securely closed by tying with a double knot 
or rolling the top part of the bag and doing a double 
knot. Four, put loose unwanted plastic bags into an-
other bag or save your grocery store bags and take 
them back to the store to recycle. 

All city and county residents need to do their part 
when putting the trash in the dumpster. 

Thanks for your renewed efforts. 
Barbara Lewis

Big Spring

Xiled MC Club
To the Editor:
Howard Co., 
I’ve been getting so many questions about Xiled 

Motorcycle Club. I hope I can clear some things up 
for you. Xiled M.C. Is a new M/C club started by 
men from Howard Co. Like Ron “Smurf” Sawyers 
(our founder president, Robert “Meskin” Gomez 
(Howard Co. Chapter President), Roland “RO” Gore 
(charter member), to name a few. You may know us 
or our famiies like my mom Zelda Gibbs, but chanc-
es are if you don’t know us you may be kin to one of 
us, (I’m sorry.) 

What is Xiled all about?
We are a club of motorcycle riders whose purpose 

is to serve Howard Co., Texas. We engage in fund 
raisers all year to be able to help folks in need, help 
stranded bikers and their families passing through 
Howard Co. and local families facing hardships. 
How this can be done is only by Howard Co. folks 
helping out. 

This year is our first “X-Mas for Kids” which we 
started working on back at our Halloween event. By 
the way, thank you, so much Howard Co. for your 
support during that event we raised funds that set 
our goals higher than we expected. 

This year we get to serve 21 families and 69 chil-
dren for this Christmas seasons “X-Mas for Kids,” 
with meals for their whole family and too many 
toys for each child. (YeaHa!)

This could not be done by ourselves. Officers and 
members of the Eagles Lodge Aerie 3188 and Ameri-
can Legion Post 506 work all year as well, to sup-
port this event, providing tons of monies and food. 
Groups like Women’s Auxilliry. Businesses and 
personal supporters like PaPa John, Eloise Taylor 
or Partee Drilling and The Harley Davidson shop 
help us. May our Lord bless Howard Co. We love 
you. 

So I would invite you to get to know us. Our X-Mas 
for Kids parade will take place Dec. 17, a Saturday. 

All bikers and bikes are welcome to ride with us. 

See LETTERS, Page 5A

December 14 is the 465th 
birthday of Danish as-
tronomer Tycho Brahe 
(1546-1601), one of 

five key players in the 150-year 
long Copernican revolution – a 
revolution he didn't even fully 
support. 

Up to their time, it was be-
lieved the Earth was the center 
of all creation, a view called the 
geocentric theory. In the 1530s, 
Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) 
postulated that 
the Sun was at 
the center, called 
the heliocentric 
theory – but he had 
no observational 
evidence to sup-
port his radical 
theory. With the 
newly invented 
telescope, Galileo 
Galilei (1564-1642) 
began finding sup-
porting evidence 
in 1610, but using 
the then-prevailing view that 
planetary orbits are circular, the 
heliocentric theory still wasn't 
convincing. 

About this same time, Jo-
hannes Kepler (1571-1634) dis-
covered that planetary orbits are 
elliptical, not circular, and when 
this was applied to Copernicus' 
heliocentric view, things fell 
into place – although ironically 
Galileo was never convinced of 
elliptical orbits. The fifth player, 
Isaac Newton (1642-1727), in the 
1680s discovered and set forth 
the laws of gravity to further 
explain planetary motions. So 
where did Tycho Brahe come in?  
He furnished the data without 
which mathematician Kepler 
would never have discovered el-
liptical orbits. 

The son of a prominent Dan-
ish nobleman, Tycho's life was 
both colorful and full of ironies.  
At age 2 he was kidnapped and 
raised by an uncle and aunt. Be-
fore his birth his parents prom-
ised him to his father's brother 

and wife as they were unable to 
have children, however after his 
birth, his parents began to have 
second thoughts – so he was 
kidnapped.  Apparently, no hard 
feelings resulted as the families 
remained close.

Tycho received an education 
befitting a nobleman, but he also 
had a brash tempestuousness 
about him that he came to regret 
on occasions. At age 20, he got 
into a duel and suffered a dis-
figuring injury when his rival's 
sword removed the bridge of his 
nose.  Being a resourceful chap, 
he fashioned a prosthetic nose-
piece of silver and gold which 
he affixed with a wax paste and 
wore the rest of his life.

At the age of 25 he fell in love 
with Kirstin, a Lutheran minis-
ter's daughter. Since she was a 
commoner and he a nobleman 
they couldn't officially marry, 
so they lived together as hus-
band and wife, establishing a 
common-law marriage.  It lasted 
30 years until Tycho's death, and 
produced eight children, six of 
whom lived to adulthood.

His family intended that he go 
into law, but being star-struck 
at age 13 by a solar eclipse, he 
began his own personal astro-
nomical studies along with his 
other formal studies. He quickly 
recognized the imprecision and 
inconsistencies of the astronom-
ical books and charts of the day, 
and at age 17, set forth his life 
goal when he wrote:

“I've studied all available 
charts of the planets and stars 
and none of them match the 
others.  There are just as many 
measurements and methods as 
there are astronomers and all of 
them disagree.  What's needed is 
a long term project with the aim 
of mapping the heavens conduct-
ed from a single location over a 
period of several years.”  Truly 
remarkable for a renaissance 
teenager.

In 1573, he wrote De Stella 
Nova about a “new star” he had 

observed the previous year – 
now known as Supernova 1572. 

In 1576, at age 29, Tycho was 
given, by the king of Denmark, 
the small island of Hven and 
funds for the construction of 
an observatory.  Here he spent 
much of the next 20 years mak-
ing the observations for which 
he is famous.

He constructed many of his 
own astronomical instruments 
and invented others. Born with 
exceptional eyesight, he became 
one of the great observers in 
astronomical history. Ironically 
he died eight years before the 
invention of the telescope – the 
instrument that revolutionized 
observational astronomy. 

With remarkable precision, he 
charted the locations of 777 stars 
and compiled tables of motions 
of the then-known five planets. 
Shortly before his death, Tycho 
was joined by the 29-year old 
mathematician Johannes Kepler 
in what proved to be a scientifi-
cally fateful collaboration. They 
worked together only a year or 
so, but following Tycho's death, 
Kepler used Tycho's 20 years of 
measurements of the positions 
of Mars to discover the elliptical 
nature of planetary orbits – an 
enormously significant contribu-
tion to the Copernican revolu-
tion. 

Ironically, although Tycho was 
a contemporary of Galileo, there 
is no indication they ever met. 
In fact, Galileo, 18 years young-
er, was a mathematics professor 
who didn't get into astronomy se-
riously until after Tycho's death.

While Tycho reportedly ad-
mired Copernicus, he never 
knew him, having been born 
three years after  Copernicus 
died.  Furthermore, he never 
came to agree with Copernicus' 
heliocentric theory, and even 
came up with his own theory, 
known as the Tychonic system, 
which enjoyed favor for a time. 

Paul

Derrick

See STARGAZER, Page 5A
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A Time to Remember
Community Wide Service of Remembrance

Sponsored by
Nalley-Pickle & Welch

Funeral Home & Crematory
Gilbreath Funeral Home

Sunday, December 11, 2011  -  2:00 PM
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel

906 Gregg Street

Christmas is a season for remembrance --- and a 
beautiful and joyous time to let your love shine through. 
However, for those who have lost a loved one it is a 
reminder of happier days gone by.

If you have lost a loved one during the past year, 
please join us at our Service of Remembrance. Let us 
remember and celebrate that life --- together.

For more information or to have your loved oneʼs name 
added to the book of memory, please RSVP to Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home by Wednesday, December 
7, 2011 at 267-6331

FULLER FOODS
Of Colorado City

(Rick & John)
For your generous donation in making our 

3rd annual Thanksgiving Dinner
 a huge success!

Alive In Christ Lutheran 
Church

22
94

01

Thank You

Other MC clubs and all Xiled MC Chapters in Texas 
will be coming to Big Spring to ride that day. Clubs 
like “Guardians of the Children” are expected to 
have several Texas chapters come and ride. So all 
you Howard Co. Riders come on ride with us. 

The parade will leave RO’s Shop on the north I-20 
service road at 1 p.m. Saturday Dec. 17. Riders may 
join us in the back of the formation as we ride or 
join us at the Fourth and Birdwell 7-11 at College 
Park Shopping Center as we stop for a break, or as 
the parade ends at American Legion Post 506. 

Get to know us Howard Co. and someone ask Rob-
ert Gomez about the time Dorothy Garrett told him 
“ I’m going to beat you with a hoe handle.”

I love you Howard Co.
Rev. L.C. “Trip” Gibbs RN

Big Spring

Trash problem
To the Editor:
I am writing to address the problem of trash in 

Big Spring. Since June, my family has received 
spotty trash pick up service. 

For several weeks in July, I had to call every week 
to have my trash picked up. I have five people liv-
ing in my home full time and have up to eight on 
any given weekend. Our family has a small rollout 
dumpster. Lately, our trash has not been getting 
picked up but once a week at the most. Today when 
I called, I was told they are not sure when my trash 
will get picked up. 

I have emailed Gary Fuqua (no response), called 
my city councilman (he got a city worker to call me 
back) and called the trash collection service many 
times. 

Since July, I have been told the city is having a 
hard time keeping workers, the trucks are broken 
down, the workers had a meeting, or that the driver 
is new and doesn’t know the route. 

These are excuses —  I am tired of hearing ex-
cuses. If this is an ongoing problem, the city needs 
to have a contingency plan. The city has increased 

our water and sanitation bills; however, our trash 
is not being picked up and we continue to get notic-
es in the mail warning us that our water is not safe 
to drink. I wonder what the city water department 
would say to me if I called and gave them an excuse 
for not paying my bill.

Instead of excuses, I would like to see the city lead-
ers step up and take action. My husband owns sev-
eral businesses, and if any of his employees call in 
sick or quit, his management finds a replacement, 
or he covers the position himself. What he cannot 
do, however, is continue to charge for services not 
rendered, which is exactly what the city is doing. 
In the story aired on NewsWest 9, citizens were told 
they could haul their trash to the dump themselves 
for a fee of  $5, but there was no mention of taking 
$5 off of our bill for each trip we have to make to 
the dump. A large dumpster has been placed on the 
College Park Center parking lot, but many citizens 
are not able to carry their own trash.

I would truly like to see the leaders of our city find 
a solution for this problem. I know we are not the 
only family that is frus-
trated and at our wits 
end.

Lisa Emerson

Big Spring

TV Guide
To the Editor:
This is to let you know 

that I hate the new T.V. 
guide. It is twice as diffi-
cult to read and find the 
hour and channel you 
want to watch. Whoever 
thought this was a bril-
liant idea missed the 
mark big time. 

It’s just a big jumbled 
mess. Please change it 
back. 

Thank you

Libbie Hendricks

Big Spring

LETTERS
Continued from Page 4A

Yet, it was his accurate 
and meticulously re-
corded observations that 
doomed his own theory 
and led to the eventual 
acceptance of Coperni-
cus'.

Tycho Brahe died rath-
er suddenly at the age of 
54, and the cause of his 
death is still a mystery. 
Initially attributed to kid-
ney stone complications, 
his body was exhumed in 
1901 and when no stones 
were found, the cause of 
death was cited as ure-
mia.  Later studies found 
toxic levels of mercury 
in his body – he has also 
dabbled in alchemy – and 
it is now believed he died 
from mercury poisoning.

Paul Derrick is an 
amateur astronomer who 
lives in Waco. Stargazer 
appears twice monthly. 
Paul’s website (www.star-
gazerpaul.com) contains 
an archive of past Star-
gazer columns, a schedule 
of his upcoming pro-
grams, star parties and 
classes, and other basic 
stargazing information. 
Contact him at paulder-
rickwaco@aol.com or 
254-723-6346 or 918 N. 30th 
St., Waco, TX, 76707.

Courtesy photo

Wood carving depicting Tycho in his observatory 
with his mural (wall) quadrant.

STARGAZER
Continued from Page 4A

www.bigpringherald.com

First Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) is located at 911 Goliad.

Each Sunday starts with fellowship 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school is at 9:45 
am. Church starts at 10:50 a.m.  

Sunday the Rev. Ken McIntosh will 
bring the message from Psalm 85: 1-13 
“Restore Us, O God: Peace.”

Elders will be Joycee Davis and 
Shirley Burgess; Deacons will be Mi-
chelle Hamby, Josh Hamby, Mary 
Beth Johnson, Ken Johnson;  Wor-
ship Leader will be Paul Smith; Com-
munion Prep; will be Michelle Ham-
by and June Waters; Greeter will be 
Barbara Ervin; Homebound Commu-
nion will be Joycee Davis.

Sunday after church service there 
will be the final board meeting of the 
2010 year all elders and deacons that 
are on the board. Please attend this 
meeting.  Also in the Fellowship Hall 

the final Beth Moore Bible Study will 
be at 1:30 p.m. Sunday

Monday the TOPS Group will meet 
at the church in the fellowship hall at 
5:30 p.m. for weigh-in and the meet-
ing at 6 p.m.  

Also Mondays ISAIAH 58 Food 
Pantry needs volunteers at 9 a.m. to 
help unload the food bank truck.  We 
will be open Monday at 4:30 p.m. and 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. for food delivery to clients.   

This Wednesday at 6 p.m. there will 
be choir practice. They will have their 
practice time in the choir room. Also, 
the youth will meet at the church at 6 
p.m. for their weekly meeting.  

For questions or further informa-
tion, call the church office 432-517-
4821 or view our website at www.
fcbs125@yahoo.com or email to 
fcbs125@@yahoo.com

First Christian Church holds 
final board meeting Sunday

Church News▼
HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an 

American Cancer Society Resource 
Room is available at First Methodist 
Church. This center provides infor-
mation and valuable resources for 
those affected by cancer. This HATS 
ministry, established in memory of 
the late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, main-

tains a room with free hats, wigs and 
head coverings available for check-out 
by those dealing with hair loss due to 
cancer treatment. Other services and 
resources are also available. Contact 
the “Hat Lady,” Marci Lykken at 267-
2915 or the local ACS office at 432-683-
6375.

First Methodist  and ACS provides HATS
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BARGAIN MART
Discount Foods

403 Runnels, Big Spring, TX
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30 
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By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 1 of 5 - Very Hard

1 8 6

4 9 3 2

9 3

6 2 5 8

7 6

3 1 4 7

6 1

5 3 2 9

8 7 1
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

As voting nears, ad wars get intense
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

crush of presidential cam-
paign ads is here.

Less than five weeks before 
voting begins in the 2012 pres-
idential contest, the Republi-
can candidates are stepping 
up their presence over the TV 
airwaves and online. Super 
PACs have been running ads, 
and the Democratic National 
Committee is doing its best to 
try to weaken a leading GOP 
contender, former Massachu-
setts Gov. Mitt Romney.

President Barack Obama 
has even tiptoed into the fray 
with a limited ad buy solicit-
ing volunteers for his cam-
paign.

“We’ve been waiting for 
it to start, and it’s been a lit-
tle slower in Iowa and New 
Hampshire than we expected. 
But that doesn’t say anything 
about what’s going to happen 
next, and in the coming year,” 
said Ken Goldstein, president 
of the Campaign Media Anal-
ysis Group, which tracks ad 
spending.

The new, more aggressive 
advertising phase comes as 
the Republican field remains 
deeply unsettled before the 
Iowa caucuses Jan. 3. The 
New Hampshire primary fol-
lows on Jan. 10.

The field may become more 
volatile still. After months of 
training their attacks primar-
ily on Obama, a Democrat 
seeking his second term, the 
Republicans are beginning to 

assail one another.
This emerging ad crush 

poses particular challenges 
for Romney, who polls at or 
near the top of the field in the 
early states but has failed to 
consolidate support behind 
his candidacy. While he’s 
tried to run a general election 
strategy focused on beating 
Obama, he’s been the target 
of attacks from both his GOP 
rivals and the DNC.

Romney’s campaign began 
running its first TV ad just 
last week, in New Hampshire, 
and it immediately drew crit-
icism.

The ad criticizes Obama’s 
handling of the economy and 
appears to quote the president 
from the 2008 campaign say-
ing, “If we keep talking about 
the economy, we’re going to 
lose.” But the quote is mis-
leading — Obama was para-
phrasing a comment from an 
aide to then-Republican rival 
John McCain. Romney has 
stood by the ad, saying the 
quote is fair game.

Romney’s campaign an-
nounced Thursday it would 
begin running ads in Iowa, 
signaling he has decided to 
compete fully in the state 
after steering clear of it for 
much of the campaign. Rom-
ney spent about $10 million in 
Iowa in 2008 only to lose the 
caucuses to former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee.

Romney’s rivals, mean-
while, have sharpened their 

attacks on him.
Former Utah Gov. Jon 

Huntsman has launched a 
tough web ad against Rom-
ney, using a tense interview 
Romney gave with Fox News 
earlier this week as a pretext 
to renew criticism of Rom-
ney as a flip-flopper on key 
issues. Our Destiny, a super 
PAC supporting Huntsman, 
has spent $650,000 on an ad 
in New Hampshire indirectly 
hitting Romney. 

Huntsman, the ad prom-
ises, won’t be a “phony who 
tells me one thing and you 
another.”

The DNC has also gotten 
in the game, producing a TV 
spot likening Romney’s shift-
ing positions to “two men 
trapped in one body.” The ad 
is being aired in a handful of 
swing states, and it garnered 
considerable publicity in na-
tional news outlets.

But Romney isn’t the only 
target.

Former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, who has surged to 
the top of many recent polls, 
has come under withering at-
tack from rival Ron Paul. The 
Texas congressman released 
a scathing web video painting 
Gingrich as a shape-shifting 
mercenary who has changed 
position on key issues be-
cause of lucrative consulting 
contracts with the housing 
giant Freddie Mac, the health 
care industry and others.

Romney gently pokes Ging-

rich in his new Iowa ad, which 
closes with a shot of Romney 
and his wife of 42 years, Ann, 
walking through a corn field 
and holding hands. It’s a not-
so-subtle contrast with Ging-
rich, who has been married 3 
times and has acknowledged 
infidelity in his first two mar-
riages.

Gingrich hasn’t aired com-
mercials yet but his rising 
popularity has fueled a burst 
of fundraising success that 
could fund some advertising 
in the coming weeks, cam-
paign officials said.

Texas Gov. Rick Perry has 
devoted more resources to 
TV advertising than anyone 
in the field. 

His campaign took the un-
usual step of buying ads on 
the national Fox News net-
work, an expensive gamble 
aimed at boosting his cred-
ibility with conservatives fol-
lowing several weak debate 
performances. 

The campaign has also 
spent more than $2 million on 
television in Iowa, including 
a special “one time only” ad 
making light of Perry’s recent 
flub of which Cabinet depart-
ments he’d eliminate. The ad 
was paired with Perry’s ap-
pearance Thursday on NBC’s 
“The Tonight Show.”

A pro-Perry super PAC, 
Make Us Great Again, has 
spent nearly $900,000 to run 
ads in Iowa, New Hampshire 
and South Carolina, another 

early voting state.
The ad blitz hasn’t done 

much to boost Perry’s stand-
ing in the race. 

Most polls show him trail-
ing many rivals in the early 
states, including Romney, 
Gingrich, Paul and business-
man Herman Cain.

Cain, who briefly topped 
many polls until he was hit 
with sexual harassment alle-
gations last month, released 
a new ad promoting his busi-
ness credentials Thursday in 
part to insist his campaign 
remains on track. 

But it’s unclear whether 
the ad is actually airing any-
where. 

A Georgia woman came 
forward this week claiming 
to have had a 13-year affair 
with Cain, and while he has 
denied the allegations he has 
said campaign contributions 
have dried up and he’s reas-
sessing whether to stay in the 
race.

Obama, meanwhile, has ap-
peared in two new re-election 
ads urging people to volun-
teer for his campaign. “Don’t 
sit this one out,” the presi-
dent says, apparently trying 
to counter the expectation 
that the intense grassroots 
interest in his candidacy in 
2008 has abated this time. 
Campaign aides said the ad is 
airing lightly on satellite tele-
vision and only as a test to see 
whether TV is an effective 
way to recruit volunteers.

A glimmer of good news for Obama in jobs report
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Finally, a flicker of 
economic hope for Presi-
dent Barack Obama and 
his fellow Democrats, 
even if it’s a faint one.

November’s sharp 
drop in the unemploy-
ment rate shows that 
jobs are finally moving 
in the right direction 

and suggests the econo-
my is on firmer footing 
as the country heads 
into a presidential elec-
tion year.

The Labor Department 
reported the jobless rate 
fell to 8.6 percent in No-
vember from 9 percent 
the month before, a 2½ 
year low.

That’s still high un-
employment by histori-
cal standards. And lots 
of problems still lurk 
— from Europe’s debt 
crisis to congressional 
gridlock to the tens of 
millions of Americans 
still out of work or oth-
erwise feeling economic 
distress. Furthermore, 
part of the improvement 
came because 300,000 
people stopped their job 
searches and were no 
longer counted as un-
employed.

But Friday’s report, 
combined with other 
recent economic data 
showing advances in 
manufacturing and con-
sumer spending, could 
give Obama momentum 
for the re-election cam-
paign.

The White House and 
congressional Demo-
crats were quiet in show-

ing any enthusiasm they 
might have felt, instead 
using the new figures 
to step up criticism of 
anti-tax Republicans for 
blocking measures they 
said could help create 
even more jobs. Those 
include an extension of 
an expiring Social Se-
curity payroll tax cut 
that largely benefits the 
middle class.

“The unemployment 
rate went down,” Obama 
said. “And despite some 
strong headwinds this 
year, the American 
economy has now cre-
ated in the private sec-
tor jobs for the past 21 
months in a row. That’s 
nearly 3 million new 
jobs in all, and more 
than half a million over 
the last four months.”

Said House Democrat-
ic Caucus Chairman 
John Larson of Con-

necticut: “Today’s un-
employment numbers, 
while encouraging, 
simply underscore the 
urgency for Congress 
to address the top issue 
facing American fami-
lies— jobs.”

Republicans were pub-
licly unimpressed with 
the jobs report, insist-
ing Obama hadn’t done 
enough and emphasiz-
ing that the jobless rate 
was still higher than 
when he took office in 
January 2009, when it 
stood at 7.7 percent.

“Any job creation is 
welcome news, but the 
jobless rate in this coun-
try is still unacceptable. 
Today marks the 34th 
consecutive month of 
unemployment above 
8 percent,” said House 
Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio.

That view was echoed 
on the campaign trail.

Former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney, in 
a Fox News interview, 
acknowledged that the 
report was good news 
but said it wouldn’t help 
Obama politically. “This 
is the slowest recovery 

we’ve seen since (Presi-
dent Herbert) Hoover,” 
Romney said. “He’s go-
ing to have a hard time 
putting perfume on this 
pig.” Hoover held office 
from 1929 to early 1933, 
at the outset of the Great 
Depression.

Despite stimulus mea-
sures by the Obama ad-
ministration, Congress 
and the Federal Reserve, 
unemployment has re-
mained high, peaking at 
10.1 percent in October 
2009.

Former House Speak-
er Newt Gingrich, an-
other Republican seek-
ing Obama’s job, noted 
that a major part of the 
sharp drop in the un-
employment rate was 
“not because entrepre-
neurs were creating 
new jobs” but because 
some 300,000 Americans 
“have simply given up 
looking for work.”

“The Obama model of 
class warfare, govern-
ment takeovers in the 
economy and creating 
fear and uncertainty 
for job-creators have 
failed,” Gingrich as-
serted.
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Come Enjoy the Spirit of 
the Season in Odessa!

Open nightly until 11 PM through January 1st
at McKinney Park on I. 20 & Crane Ave.
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Park to see West Texas’ most spectacular display 
of Holiday lights! Drive or stroll through beautiful 
lighted displays and see Santa each Friday and 
Saturday night from 6:30 – 8:30 PM! 
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News in brief
Woman, 81, unharmed 
after plane crashes into house 

MIDLAND (AP) — Officials say an 81-year-old 
woman was rescued unharmed after a small plane 
crashed into her West Texas home, a fiery accident 
that destroyed the house and injured the pilot.

City of Midland spokeswoman Tasa Watts says 
the woman was inside the home when the crash 
occurred Friday morning. Watts says the woman’s 
two dogs also were safely removed.

Midland Fire Department spokesman David 
Hickman said the pilot of the twin-engine plane 
survived. A Midland hospital spokeswoman said 
the unidentified man from the Houston suburb of 
Fort Bend was in stable condition.

Hickman says the plane went down near the back 
of one house, damaging a storage room and a ga-
rage before traveling across an alley and smashing 
into the elderly woman’s home. The house caught 
fire and was destroyed.

3rd plea approved 
in alleged sex assault 

LIBERTY (AP) — A Southeast Texas judge has ac-
cepted a plea deal from a third juvenile among 20 
males accused of sexually assaulting an 11-year-old 
Cleveland, Texas girl.

Liberty County Attorney Wesley Hinch said Fri-
day the plea deal was approved earlier this week by 
Liberty County Court-at-Law Judge Tommy Cham-
bers.

Chambers had approved plea agreements for two 
other juvenile boys last month.

Details of the agreements were not disclosed be-
cause the boys are minors.

Fourteen adults and three more juveniles face as-
sault and abuse charges over the alleged 2010 inci-
dents in an abandoned trailer and a home in Cleve-
land, about 45 miles northeast of Houston. The 
investigation began last December amid reports of 
a lurid cell phone video of the incidents.

The 14 adults were set to appear in court in Lib-
erty on Monday.

Man hanging holiday lights 
dies from electrocution 

GRAND PRAIRIE (AP) — A North Texas worker 
hanging Christmas lights on a historic building 
has died after being electrocuted.

Grand Prairie police say the man was moving a 
40-foot-tall aluminum ladder when it fell onto pow-
er lines Friday morning. He had been standing on 
the ground but was still holding onto the ladder.

Police say 51-year-old Jens “Renee” Gardner died 
at a hospital, where he was taken after emergency 
personnel started CPR at the scene.

Grand Prairie is about 15 miles west of Dallas.
A website for the Historic Anderson Building 

shows photos from previous holidays. Red and clear 
lights outlined the windows of the two-story struc-
ture built in 1915, and a Christmas tree with spar-
kling lights was atop the canopy at the entrance.

Feds appeal judge’s 
fine for La. oil spill 

LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) — The Justice Depart-
ment is appealing a judge’s ruling that CITGO Pe-
troleum pay only $9 million out of the more than 
$240 million in penalties government attorneys 
had sought in a 2006 oil spill at the company’s Lake 
Charles refinery.

U.S. District Judge Richard Haik ruled in Septem-
ber that CITGO should pay $6 million to the federal 
government and $3 million to the state government 
in a federal Clean Water Act lawsuit pursued by 
the Justice Department.

During a trial earlier this year, The Advocate re-
ports (http://bit.ly/snCE94 ) reports federal attor-
neys had asked for at least $247 million in penalties, 
noting the magnitude of the oil spill and alleging 
that CITGO put profits before safety.

Justice Department spokesman Wyn Hornbuckle 
declined to comment Thursday on details of the ap-
peal arguments, citing a policy of not discussing 
pending litigation.

The lawsuit was filed in response to a June 2006 

spill that occurred when heavy rains caused the 
overflow of two tanks holding “slop oil,” a mix of 
oil, water and other waste from the refinery.

CITGO did not deny its fault in the spill but had 
argued against the penalties sought by the Justice 
Department and disputed the government’s figures 
on how much waste oil flowed into area waterways, 
including the Calcasieu River.

CITGO argued that about 54,000 barrels of waste 
oil leaked out, while government experts put the 
amount at 76,800.

The figure is important in Clean Water Act cases 
because the number of spilled barrels is generally 
used in calculating the penalty.

Bush starts health 
project in Zambia 

LUSAKA, Zambia (AP) — Former U.S. President 
George W. Bush and his wife have launched a proj-
ect in Zambia to expand the availability of cervical 
cancer screening, treatment and breast care educa-
tion.

The George W. Bush Institute said in a statement 
Friday that Zambia is the first country to become 
part of the Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon project. The 
Bushes were in the country Friday.

The Bush institute, the U.S. President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the U.N. 
AIDS agency and Susan G. Komen for the Cure are 
working together on the project, bringing public 
and private funds to the effort.

Bush, who launched PEPFAR in 2003, says “It’s 
not acceptable to save a woman’s life from HIV/
AIDS and watch her die from cervical cancer.”

Weekly US oil and gas 
rig count drops by 7 

HOUSTON (AP) — The number of rigs actively 
exploring for oil and natural gas in the U.S. dropped 
by seven this week to 1,993.

Houston-based drilling product provider Baker 
Hughes Inc. reported Friday that 1,132 rigs were 
exploring for oil and 856 for natural gas. Five were 
listed as miscellaneous. A year ago this week Baker 
Hughes reported 1,713 active rigs.

Of the major oil- and gas-producing states, North 
Dakota and Oklahoma each gained one rig.

Colorado and Texas each lost four rigs, Louisiana 
lost two, and New Mexico and Pennsylvania each 
lost one. Alaska, Arkansas, California, West Vir-
ginia and Wyoming were unchanged.

The rig count peaked at 4,530 in 1981. A low of 488 
was recorded in 1999.

3 Dallas police officers 
hurt working wrecks 

DALLAS (AP) — Three Dallas police officers have 
been hurt while trying to clear two unrelated Inter-
state 635-area wrecks on a rainy morning.

Police say two officers were injured around 2 a.m. 
Friday when a tractor-trailer rig hit two parked 
squad cars.

Police say both officers were transported to Park-
land Memorial Hospital, where one was treated and 
released. The other remained for observation.

The second accident happened around 2:30 a.m. 
Friday when a stopped patrol car was hit from be-
hind by another vehicle. Police say the squad car’s 
gas tank ruptured, leading to a hazardous materi-
als spill. One officer was transported to Parkland 
for observation.

Names of the three officers weren’t immediately 
released.

Bay City woman shot 
by spouse remains critical 

BAY CITY (AP) — A Southeast Texas woman shot 
three times by her husband, who then fatally shot 
their four children before killing himself, remains 
in critical condition two days after the attack.

A spokesman for Memorial Hermann-Texas Med-
ical Center in Houston said Laura Gonzalez of Bay 
City remained hospitalized Friday.

Gonzalez last month went to a battered women’s 
shelter after allegedly being assaulted by Jose Avi-
la. Police say Gonzalez declined to press charges.

Investigators say Avila on Wednesday afternoon 
shot his wife during an argument at the family’s 
mobile home in Bay City, 65 miles southwest of 
Houston. Police say Avila then shot their children, 
before turning the gun on himself.

Two boys, ages 3 and 5, died Wednesday night. 
Their 2-year-old sister and 4-year-old brother died 
Thursday
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News in brief
In or out? Cain to announce 
whether he’ll stay in GOP race

ATLANTA (AP) — Herman Cain is keeping sup-
porters in suspense as he readies an announcement 
on whether to abandon his campaign for the Repub-
lican presidential nomination following a string of 
sexual harassment allegations and a claim of an ex-
tramarital affair.

The Georgia businessman planned to make the 
announcement Saturday at what was supposed to 
be a festive grand opening of a new headquarters 
in Atlanta, rented when Cain sat surprisingly atop 
the GOP pack.

With the candidate’s poll numbers plummeting 
and fundraising stalled, some campaign aides said 
privately they expected him to exit the race. But 
Cain spokesman J.D. Gordon cautioned late Friday 
that no decision had been made.

A meeting with key staff members was expected 
early Saturday.

Cain returned to his suburban Atlanta home Fri-
day and met with his wife, Gloria, the first time they 
have seen each other face to face since 46-year-old 
Ginger White came forward on Monday and said 
she and the Republican had carried on a 13-year re-
lationship.

Sandusky says Paterno never 
discussed alleged incident with him

NEW YORK (AP) — Former Penn State defensive 
coordinator Jerry Sandusky said Joe Paterno never 
spoke to him about any suspected misconduct with 
minors, the New York Times reported Saturday.

Sandusky has been charged with 40 counts of mo-
lesting eight boys over 15 years and is free on bail 
while awaiting a preliminary hearing on Dec. 13 .

Penn State’s board of trustees fired Paterno on 
Nov. 9 because it felt the football coach didn’t go 
far enough in alerting authorities after an assistant 
coach said he told Paterno he saw Sandusky as-
saulting a young boy in the football building show-
ers in March 2002.

During a lengthy interview at his lawyer’s home, 
Sandusky told the newspaper he and Paterno never 
spoke about the alleged 2002 incident or a 1998 child 
molestation complaint investigated by the Penn 
State campus police.

“I never talked to him about either one,” San-
dusky said. “That’s all I can say. I mean, I don’t 
know.” He worked for Paterno for nearly 30 years.

Presidential campaigns doing more 
to track voters across the Web

NEW YORK (AP) — As they peruse the Internet, 
voters in New Hampshire and Iowa are probably 
seeing ads for Mitt Romney and President Barack 
Obama alongside those for shoes and holiday gifts. 
The ads will then follow those voters around the 
Web, popping up on news sites, Google searches 
and on social networking sites like Facebook.

Online advertising, once used primarily as a way 
to reach young and heavily wired consumers, has 
emerged as an essential communications tool in the 
2012 presidential contest. While few expect Web ads 
to supplant television commercials anytime soon, 
strategists say online ads may be the most nimble, 
efficient and cost-effective way to reach voters.

“Online advertising cuts through because of its 
ability to target. It’s unparalleled in any other me-
dium,” said Romney’s digital director, Zac Moffatt. 
“TV may be more effective for driving a big mes-
sage, but per usage, the Internet is more powerful. 
We are probably one presidential cycle from every-
one believing that.”

Web ads can take many forms, from small display 
boxes to clickable videos to 15- or 30-second com-
mercials known as “pre-rolls” a viewer sees before 
the start of a news clip or YouTube video.

Targeting is key. While campaigns invest heavily 
in television ads to reach a mass audience, Web ads 
are geared specifically to people based on their ZIP 
code, demographics and, most importantly, their 
Internet browsing history.

2.6 million Afghans at risk 
of hunger from severe drought

MAZAR-E-SHARIF, Afghanistan (AP) — Zara, an 
Afghan mother of seven, doesn’t know what to tell 
her children when they ask about dinner.

“I simply tell them that we must wait until their 
father gets home to see if he’s going to bring any-
thing,” she said, speaking from under a dusty blue 
burqa covering her from head to toe.

Zara, who uses just one name, is one of an esti-
mated 2.6 million Afghans facing food shortages 
after one of the worst droughts to strike northern 
Afghanistan in a decade, according to Afghan offi-
cials and aid agencies. Already living in poverty in 
a country at war, many have been left destitute by 
the drought, which has affected 14 of Afghanistan’s 
34 provinces — all in the north.

Wells have dried up. Hundreds of children have 
been treated for malnutrition. Families are sell-
ing their animals at below-market prices. People 
are moving to cities to try to find food, water, work 
and, in some cases, a refuge from the fighting.

The Afghan government and aid agencies are rac-
ing to help them before snow blocks access to re-
mote areas.

As Putin plans to stay in power, 
many Russians want to leave

MOSCOW (AP) — Natalia Lepleiskaya is just the 
sort of person today’s Russia needs — a successful 
young IT manager who does charity work in her 
free time.

But frustrated by what she describes as the cor-
ruption and stagnation around her, she and her 
husband are packing their bags to start a new life 
in Canada.

“I don’t see how I can change things ... and I don’t 
want to waste my youth on it,” said the 29-year-old, 
who moved to Moscow from a provincial city sev-
eral years ago and rose to a senior position at a top 
technological company.

As Vladimir Putin’s party prepares to dominate 
weekend parliamentary elections in a prelude to 
his planned return to the presidency in spring, an 
increasing number of Russians are contemplating 
leaving their homeland in search of a brighter fu-
ture abroad. A March presidential election victory 
for Putin — all but taken for granted — raises the 

prospect of his being in the top job for 12 years.
Disenchantment with life in Russia was growing 

even before Prime Minister Putin and President 
Dmitry Medvedev agreed in September to swap 
jobs,

Leaders say safeguarding 
economies a top priority

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Leaders from 
across Latin America and the Caribbean pledged 
to work together to fend off the effects of the world 
financial crisis and safeguard the region’s growing 
economies.

Several presidents stressed at the start of a two-
day summit Friday that they hope to ride out tur-
bulent times by boosting their local industries and 
increasing trade within the region.

Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff led such calls, 
saying that if the nations are to keep thriving they 
will need to look more to their neighbors.

“The economic, financial crisis should be at the 
center of our concerns,” Rousseff said. “We should 
respond to this crisis with a new paradigm.”

Rousseff said Latin America should “realize that 
to guarantee its current cycle of development de-
spite the international economic turbulence, it 
means that every politician must be aware that 
each one needs the others.”

McGovern hospitalized after 
falling prior to TV interview

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Former Democratic 
presidential candidate George McGovern was be-
ing treated at a hospital in South Dakota after fall-
ing and hitting his head on the pavement outside a 
library bearing his name.

McGovern’s daughter Ann McGovern said her 
father was to be treated at a Sioux Falls hospital af-
ter being flown by helicopter from Mitchell, S.D., 
where a live C-SPAN interview was to take place 
at the Dakota Wesleyan University’s McGovern Li-
brary on Friday.

“He had just walked from home to the center. He 
lives literally just across the street,” Ann McGov-
ern told The Associated Press.

McGovern has lived in St. Augustine, Fla., since 
2008 but also has a home in Mitchell.

Friends and faculty who had gathered at the li-
brary for the C-SPAN taping said McGovern fell at 
about 5:15 p.m. — less than two hours before the 
program began. A former South Dakota senator, 
McGovern, 89, was “bleeding profusely” but was 
conscious and talking as he was taken from the 
university by ambulance, said Donald Simmons, 
dean of the College of Public Service.

Top UN official confident rich 
nations will renew CO2 pledges

DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — The top U.N. 
climate official said Saturday she is confident in-
dustrial countries will renew their pledges to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions after their current com-
mitments expire next year.

Further commitments under the 1997 Kyoto Pro-
tocol, an unshakable demand by poor countries, 
would avert a feared derailment of U.N. negotia-
tions, but would mark little advancement toward 
the goal of a rapid and steep drop in worldwide car-
bon emissions blamed for climate change.

The protocol’s future has been in doubt because 
rich countries have conditioned its continuation 
on an agreement by nations such as China, India, 
Brazil and South Africa to also accept binding emis-
sions targets for themselves in the future.

“Countries are here these two weeks exactly talk-
ing about how they are going to go into a second 
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol,” U.N. 
official Christiana Figueres told The Associated 
Press.

“The discussion this week is not about the ‘if,’ it’s 
about the ‘how.’ That doesn’t mean that we are out 
of the thick of it,” she said. Delegates are discuss-
ing participation, the legal form of the rules and all 
of the conditions that will define the second com-
mitment period, she said.
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Lady Steers top Odessa High in Andrews
Ritchey leads the way
By ROBERT GRIFFIN

Sports Editor
ANDREWS — The Lady Steers outscored 

Odessa High in every quarter to take a 34-
23 win in a low-scoring game at the basket-
ball tournament in Andrews.

Cerbi Ritchey led everyone on the court 
with nine points and 12 rebounds, while 
Diamond Mayes added eight points and 
six rebounds. Workhorse Bridgette Tuitt 
(32 minutes of game time) joined in with 
seven points and four rebounds.

Big Spring’s three top-scorers combined 
for 70 percent of the Lady Steers’ points, 
69 percent of their rebounds and were re-
sponsible for all three of the team’s blocked 
shots. Tuitt also dropped the lone 3-pointer 
for the Lady Steers.

In what turned out to be a low-scoring 
affair, the Lady Steers grabbed a 5-3 first-
quarter lead, before outscoring Odessa 
High 7-4 in the second period to take a 12-7 
halftime lead.

Things were a little closer in the third pe-
riod, as Odessa got its largest output of the 
night, scoring 10 points. But Big Spring 
had no intention of letting the early lead 
fade, as they scored 12 of their own points. 

In the final frame, Odessa had been 
through enough and the Lady Steers eas-
ily outscored them 10-6 to seal an 11-point 
win.

The Lady Steers will embark on a long, 
tournament-filled road trip beginning Dec. 
6 in Pecos. They will not see the friendly 
confines of Steer Gym until their Dec. 16 
match with Lubbock High. It will repre-
sent the team’s only home game in the 
month of December.

However, the girls will begin district 
play at home, when they host Abilene 
Wylie Jan. 6 and then Brownwood Jan. 13, 
with an open date Jan. 10.

Coahoma 
Invitational 
Tournament 
latest results

GIRLS
Midland Christian JV 30
Stanton 58
Top scorers: 
Mid. Christ. — Smith – 9 
Stanton — Patterson – 16, 
Beasley – 12

Grape Creek 53
Coahoma 39
Top scorers: 
Grape Creek — Daniel – 14, Doss 

– 12
Coahoma — Castilaw – 14, Good-

blanket – 11

Fort Stockton 49
Stanton 33
Top scorers: 
Ft.Stock. — Fuenty – 10, 
Singh – 13
Stanton — Graham – 12

Midland Christian JV 35
Coahoma 46
Top scorers: 
Mid. Christ. — Macham – 10, 

Johnson – 10
Coahoma — Castilaw – 14

Grape Creek 40
Stanton 28
Top scorers: 
Grape Creek — Doss – 14
Stanton — Patterson – 8

Fort Stockton 45
Midland Christian JV 14
Top scorers: 
Ft. Stock. — Forman – 8
Mid. Christ. — Johnston – 5

Midland Christian JV 12
Grape Creek 53
Top scorers: 
MCJV — Machem – 3
Grape creek — Banner – 24

Fort Stockton 61
Coahoma 41
Top scorers: 
Ft. Stock. — Furman – 13, 
Singh – 10
Coahoma — Castilaw – 11

BOYS
Midland High JV 32
Stanton 40
Top scorers: 
MHJV — Rodriquez – 16
Stanton — Fryar – 12

Sweetwater 47
Reagan County 50
Top scorers: 
Sweetwater — Hoover – 15, 

Jones – 11
Reagan Co. — Pullis – 9

Midland High JV 47
Wall 44
Top scorers: 
MHJV — Don Juan – 13
Wall — Walling – 10

Big Spring JV 38
Coahoma 49
Top scorers: 
Coahoma — Ruiz – 29
Big Spring JV — Young – 12

Sweetwater 43
Coahoma 42 (overtime)
Top scorers: 
Sweetwater — Jones – 14, 

Hoover – 13
Coahoma — Echavarria – 13, 

Ruiz – 11

Big Spring JV 41
Reagan County 46
Top scorers: 
Big Spring — Young – 13
Reagan Co. — Benitez – 16

Wall 42
Stanton 39
Top scorers: 
Wall — Henderson – 10, 

Matschek -10
Stanton — Mauldin – 11

Reagan County 39
Coahoma 49
Top scorers: 
Reagan Co. — Rey – 14
Coahoma — Ruiz - 29

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Donovan Mc-
Nabb is a free agent for the first time in 
his 13-year career. After his last two dis-
appointing stints as a starter, it’s not clear 
what the future has in store for one of the 
most accomplished quarterbacks of his 
generation.

McNabb was unclaimed by the waiver 
deadline on Friday afternoon, one day af-
ter he was cut by the Minnesota Vikings 
so he could pursue an opportunity for 
playing time elsewhere.

“This was probably the most desir-
able outcome,” McNabb’s agent, Fletch-
er Smith, told The Associated Press on 
Friday. “This way it really gives him a 
chance to weigh his options and evaluate 
the situations as they come and make the

See MCNABB, Page 11A

EUGENE (AP) — There’s at least one 
more celebration running back LaMi-
chael James would like to take part in as 
a Duck. That’s a victory in a BCS bowl 
game.

James, a junior, has been to the Rose 
Bowl before, and then last year he accom-
panied Oregon to the national champion-
ship. But so far during his tenure, Oregon 
has yet to win one of those big games.

He’ll get another chance on Jan. 2, when 
Oregon goes to the Rose Bowl. The No. 8 
Ducks earned the trip with a 49-31 victory 
over UCLA Friday night in the inaugural 
Pac-12 championship game.

Oregon will play the winner of the first 
Big Ten championship game Saturday 
between No. 11 Michigan State and No. 
15 Wisconsin in the Rose Bowl on Jan. 
2. The bowl pairings will be formally 

See DUCKS, Page 10A

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

WHEN LADY STEERS FLY — Big Spring’s Cerbi Ritchey (right) gets a shot off just in time before a defender 
can get her hands on it in recent Lady Steers basketball action.

Ducks earn
Rose Bowl
trip with win
over UCLA

McNabb back
on the market



Sports10A Big Spring Herald
Sunday, December 4, 2011

Chevrolet - Buick - Cadillac

POLLARDMore Standard Equipment Excellent Local Services

1501 E. 4th                                                                                                        267-7421TT&L Extra - WAC See Dealer For Details

228590

2011 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL

2011 BUICK LUCERNE CXL

0%

0%

APR

APR

FOR
UP
TO

FOR
UP
TO

72
MONTHS

$4,000
 REBATE

60 OR
MONTHS

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

• White Diamond • Cashmere Interior • 20 Inch Chrome Wheels 
STK# 11271B

• Crystal Red • Cocoa Interior • 6 Passenger Seating
STK# 11119B 

DUCKS 
From Page 9A

announced on Sunday.
“We’ve got to,” he said about 

winning in Pasadena. “We’ve 
got to compete. We might 
have lost, be we always com-
pete. That’s where it starts 
at.”

James ran for 219 yards and 
three touchdowns against 
UCLA, setting a league record 
with three straight 1,500-yard 
seasons, will bolt to the NFL 
next season.

While James celebrated 
with his teammates after the 
victory, UCLA coach Rick 
Neuheisel paused before Bru-
ins fans at Autzen Stadium 
and tipped his hat.

The former UCLA quarter-
back was fired this week af-
ter four seasons at his alma 
mater.

“They can take my job,” 
Neuheisel said, gesturing 
to the locker room as he left 
the field, “but they can’t take 
those boys away from me.”

Neuheisel was fired follow-
ing last weekend’s 50-0 loss to 
No. 9 Southern California, in 
what turned out to be a wave 
of coaching moves around the 
Pac-12. Arizona State let go of 
Dennis Erickson. Washington 
State parted ways with Paul 
Wulff, then quickly hired for-
mer Texas Tech coach Mike 
Leach a day later.

The Bruins were granted 
permission this week from 
the NCAA to accept a bowl in-
vitation despite their losing 
record.

“We made it a game, at least 
for a time. I was thrilled that 
we got that kind of effort, giv-
en the events of the last week,” 
Neuheisel said. “I just am ex-
cited for these guys. They get 
one more game. They’ll find 
out where here soon.”

With his three TDs, James 
moved into a tie with USC’s 

LenDale White (2003-05) for 
second on the league’s career 
rushing TD list with 52.

James ran 30 yards for a 
touchdown on Oregon’s first 
drive. He went into the game 
as the nation’s top running 
back with an average of 142.7 
yards per game.

UCLA tied it when line-
backer Patrick Larimore 
intercepted Darron Thomas 
and ran 35 yards for a touch-
down. Neuheisel pumped his 
fist in celebration.

Thomas scored on a 10-yard 
keeper and then found true 
freshman tight end Colt Lyer-
la alone in the end zone with 
a 7-yard scoring pass to make 
it 21-7.

UCLA narrowed it with 
quarterback Kevin Prince’s 
flea-flicker to Nelson Rosario 
for a 37-yard touchdown, but 
James added a 3-yard scor-
ing run to make it 28-14 be-
fore Thomas connected with 
Daryle Hawkins for a 25-yard 
TD reception.

UCLA’s Tyler Gonzalez 
kicked a 44-yard field goal to 
make it 37-17 at halftime.

Prince scored on a 1-yard 
run early in the third quar-
ter to pull UCLA closer to the 
Ducks, but James answered 
with a 5-yard TD dash to make 
it 42-24.

A Heisman Trophy finalist 
last season as a sophomore, 
James fell out of the running 
for the most part this season 
because he missed two games 
with a dislocated right el-
bow.

There has been speculation 
all season last season that 
James may leave for the NFL 
after this season.

David Paulson caught a 22-
yard touchdown pass mid-
way through the third, which 
put Darron Thomas in front 
of Danny O’Neil (1991-94) for 
most passing TDs at Oregon. 
Thomas has 63.

Rosario pulled down a one-

handed, 19-yard touchdown 
pass from Prince with less 
than two minutes to play. Ro-
sario finished with six catch-
es for 98 yards.

Prince completed 13 of 26 
passes for 164 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Oregon was stung early in 
the game when dynamic true 
freshman De’Anthony Thom-
as fumbled after a hit by Te-
vin McDonald. Shaken up on 
the play, the versatile run-
ning back who earlier this 
week was named the Pac-12’s 
co-freshman of the year on of-
fense did not return.

Oregon coaches said after 
the game the injury was not 
serious.

The addition of Colorado 
and Utah to the Pac-12 paved 
the way for a league champi-
onship game this season. In 
previous years, the team with 
the best conference record 
claimed the title.

While No. 9 USC (10-2, 
7-2) finished atop the Pac-12 
South, the Trojans are ineli-
gible to play in the postseason 
because of NCAA sanctions, 
which put UCLA in the title 
game.

Because of Neuheisel’s dis-
missal, offensive coordinator 
Mike Johnson will take over 
if UCLA is selected to play 
in a bowl game. The NCAA 
granted permission to the 
Bruins to play in a bowl de-
spite their losing record.

The Bruins have reached 
just one bowl in the past 
three seasons. Athletic di-
rector Dan Guerrero said he 
wants to reward the Bruins’ 
18 seniors by going to a bowl 
even while the program is in 
upheaval.

Oregon went to the 2010 
Rose Bowl in its first season 
under Kelly, losing to Ohio 
State. Last season the Ducks 
went to the BCS champion-
ship, where they fell to Au-
burn.

Sandusky speaks
on Paterno, case

NEW YORK (AP) — Former Penn State defensive coordi-
nator Jerry Sandusky said Joe Paterno never spoke to him 
about any suspected misconduct with minors, the New York 
Times reported Saturday.

Sandusky has been charged with 40 counts of molesting 
eight boys over 15 years and is free on bail while awaiting a 
preliminary hearing on Dec. 13 .

Penn State’s board of trustees fired Paterno on Nov. 9 be-
cause it felt the football coach didn’t go far enough in alerting 
authorities after an assistant coach said he told Paterno he 
saw Sandusky assaulting a young boy in the football build-
ing showers in March 2002.

During a lengthy interview at his lawyer’s home, Sandusky 
told the newspaper he and Paterno never spoke about the al-
leged 2002 incident or a 1998 child molestation complaint in-
vestigated by the Penn State campus police.

“I never talked to him about either one,” Sandusky said. 
“That’s all I can say. I mean, I don’t know.” He worked for 
Paterno for nearly 30 years.

Sandusky said he never sexually abused any child and that 
prosecutors have misunderstood his work with children.

“They’ve taken everything that I ever did for any young 
person and twisted it to say that my motives were sexual or 
whatever,” Sandusky told the Times. “I had kid after kid af-
ter kid who might say I was a father figure. And they just 
twisted that all.”

He is accused of mining the ranks of his Second Mile char-
ity to find underprivileged boys to abuse. Sandusky also said 
that the charity never restricted his access to children until 
he became the subject of a criminal investigation in 2008.

He said he regularly gave money to the disadvantaged boys 
at his charity, opened bank accounts for them and gave them 
gifts that had been donated to the charity.

“I tried to reward them sometimes with a little money in 
hand, just so that they could see something,” he said. “But 
more often than not, I tried to set up, maybe get them to save 
the money, and I put it directly into a savings account estab-
lished for them.”

“I never bought a computer for any kid; I had a computer 
given to me to give to a kid. I never bought golf clubs. People 
gave things because they knew there would be kids. They 
wanted to get rid of things.”

Asked about his physical interaction with children who 
were not his own, Sandusky said that aspect of the relation-
ships “just happened that way.”

“I think a lot of the kids really reached out” for wrestling 
and hugging, he said.

The paper said he grew most animated when talking about 
his relationships with children and most disconsolate when 
he spoke of Paterno and Penn State.
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best decision for him.
“The intent all along 

was to put himself in a 
position to explore any 
opportunities as they 
present themselves. He 
could not do that while 
he was a member of the 
Minnesota Vikings.”

Vikings coach Leslie 
Frazier knew McNabb 
from their days together 
in Philadelphia, and he 
hand-picked the veteran 
to serve as a bridge be-
tween Brett Favre and 
rookie Christian Pon-
der.

Frazier was convinced 
a rough season in Wash-
ington in 2010 was a 
fluke and McNabb could 
help the first-year head 
coach avoid a rebuilding 
season in Minnesota.

Playing behind a leaky 
offensive line and with a 
lack of playmaking re-
ceivers in the passing 
game, McNabb strug-
gled to get the Vikings 
offense off the ground. 
He completed 60 percent 
of his passes for 1,026 
yards with four touch-
downs and two inter-
ceptions in six games. 
But he only completed 
five passes of 25 yards or 
more and was benched 
in the fourth quarter of 
a blowout loss in Chi-
cago that dropped the 
Vikings to 1-5.

Ponder took over as 
the starter the follow-
ing week, and McNabb 
pushed for his release 
when he realized that 
there would be no 
chance for him to see 
the field for the rest of 
the season. The Vikings 
(2-9) obliged on Thurs-
day and picked up Sage 
Rosenfels off waivers 
from Miami to fill Mc-
Nabb’s roster spot.

That leaves the future 
of a highly decorated 
quarterback — six Pro 
Bowls, five NFC cham-
pionship games, a Super 
Bowl appearance and 
more than 37,000 yards 
passing — very much in 
doubt. After leading the 
Eagles so proudly for 11 
seasons, the 34-year-old 
McNabb has stumbled 
in his last two stops in 
Washington and Minne-
sota.

Smith said McNabb 
“still feels he can play at 
a high level today.”

There was talk of his 
hometown Bears put-
ting a claim in on Mc-
Nabb after they lost 
starter Jay Cutler to a 
broken thumb. But the 
Bears declined to do so, 
hoping that Caleb Hanie 
can steer them to the 
playoffs before Cutler 
is healthy enough to re-
turn to the field.

After passing through 
waivers, McNabb is free 
to sign with any team, 
and Smith said that 
playing time wouldn’t 
necessarily be the top 
priority.

“At the end of the 
day, at this stage of his 
career, the most impor-
tant thing for him is 
winning a Super Bowl,” 
Smith said. “That’s 
what he wanted in Min-
nesota, that’s what he 
wanted in Washington 
and that’s what he want-
ed in Philadelphia. If he 
moves to another team, 
that’s what he’ll want 
there.”

But will that next op-
portunity come as a 
starter? Frazier said 
Thursday he still be-
lieves McNabb has a fu-
ture in the NFL, but he 
hesitated when asked if 
it was as a starter.

“I’m not certain about 
that,” Frazier said. “It 
depends.”

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Peyton Manning could soon 
be throwing footballs to his 
teammates, the best news 
Colts fans have heard since 
this miserable season began.

While the Colts and the four-
time league MVP are still try-
ing to find out what the next 
part of his rehabilitation pro-
gram entails, lifting weights 
and throwing balls are appar-
ently going to be part of it.

“Throwing will be part of 
the next progression,” Man-
ning said Friday before head-
ing back to the team’s weight 
room. “I will be doing some 
throwing and I have been do-
ing some throwing. But now 
we’re going to ramp it up a 
little more.”

Manning called the news en-
couraging and said he would 
like to practice or even play 

this season if he’s cleared.
Vice chairman Bill Polian 

said he is pleased with Man-
ning’s progress

“It’s great news that the fu-
sion has healed,” Polian said 
after speaking at the Big Ten 
Football Awards Gala. “It’s 
on schedule, so we just keep 
going from here.”

It was welcome news in a 
winless season that began 
with Manning underdoing 
his third neck surgery in 19 
months back on Sept. 8. He has 
not practiced since having a 
single-level spinal fusion that 
doctors hope will not only al-
leviate pressure on a damaged 
nerve that had caused weak-
ness in Manning’s throwing 
arm but allow the 35-year-old 
quarterback to return to his 
perennial Pro Bowl status.

Indy (0-11) has kept Man-

ning on the active roster all 
season with the hope that he 
may start throwing at prac-
tice before the Jan. 1 season-
finale at Jacksonville. He just 
might.

On Thursday night, the 
team issued a statement from 
Dr. Robert Watkins who said 
the fusion had healed firmly 
enough for Manning to in-
crease the intensity of his 
workouts.

Those at the team complex 
are still trying to figure out 
what Manning can do.

“I don’t know. I really don’t 
know,” coach Jim Caldwell 
said when asked about Man-
ning’s rehab program. “I just 
know they’ve been pretty 
cautious with what they’ve 
allowed him to do. I just know 
he’s not practicing today. I 
know that.”

The Manning story was 
newsy on a busy day in India-
napolis, where the inaugural 
Big Ten football champion-
ship is being played Saturday 
night and basketball fans are 
celebrating the return of the 
Pacers and the resurgence of 
the Indiana Hoosiers (7-0).

Even before Manning 
walked into the room, his 
locker was surrounded by so 
many reporters that team-
mates started joking about 
the entourage. Some simply 
laughed. Pro Bowl defensive 
end Robert Mathis climbed 
a cameraman’s unoccupied 
stool to get a view from above. 
One player asked whether 
President Obama was ex-
pected in the locker room and 
when another asked what was 
going on, Pro Bowl receiver 
Reggie Wayne quipped: “He’s 

retiring.”
Manning was not amused 

by the media horde, which 
had anticipated a medical up-
date Wednesday.

“There is no schedule, 
there never has been. I think 
we have checkpoints here, 
and I don’t know when the 
next one is,” he said during 
a 12½-minute question-and-
answer session. “But I hope 
they don’t announce it, so 
y’all won’t be here on deci-
sion day like Wednesday sup-
posedly was.’

At times, Manning was self-
deprecating.

At others, he brushed off 
questions by acknowledg-
ing he didn’t have all the an-
swers.

Yet he wanted to avoid add-
ing to the speculation about 
the hottest topics in Indy.

Manning looks to be passing the ball soon

HERALD photo/Robert Griffin

DEFENDING THE CAUSE — Big Spring’s Tyle rWigington guards a ball-handler in recent Steers bas-
ketball action.
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Letters
   to
     Santa

Deadline For 
Letters Is

Friday, 
December 9th

Big Spring Herald
432-263-7331

www.bigspringherald.com
composing@bigspringherald.com

230303

Letters will be published in
the Letters To Santa Section on

Sunday, December 23, 2011

Clockwise, from top: The Big 
Spring VA Medical Center’s 
Lighting of the Lights took 
place Friday evening; shop-
pers look for Christmas gifts 
at the second annual St. 
Vincent DePaul Christmas 
Bazaar; gifts also were avail-
able at Canterbury’s annual 
Christmas Bazaar; a young 
girl tells Santa Claus what 
she’d like for Christmas 
during Heritage Museum’s 
Breakfast With Santa event 
Saturday.

HERALDE photos/Amanda Moreno and 
Steve Reagan

Support groups
MONDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open dis-

cussion meeting, noon-1 p.m., 615 
Settles.

• PEP — Parent Education Pro-
gram for CPS participating and non-
participating parents, single parents, 
grandparents, adoptive or fostering 
parents. Every first and fourth Mon-
day of the month from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at Northside Community Center. 
Classes are free. For information, call 
263-2673.

•  Alcoholics Anonymous open meet-
ing, 8-9 p.m., fourth floor, VA Medical 
Center.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) 
No. 21 meets at 5:30 p.m. at the First 
Christian Church at 10th and Goliad 
for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 6 
p.m. Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Parkinsons Support 

Group meeting at the Big Spring Se-
nior Center at 10:30 a.m. the second 
Tuesday of the month. This is a group 
for those with Parkinson’s Disease, 
Young Onset Parkinson’s, caregivers, 
and those interested in learning more 
about the illness. There is time for so-
cializing and information. For more 
information about the support group 

or about Parkinson’s Disease, contact 
Jody at 432-699-6640 or midlandparkin-
sons@yahoo.com or Jo Bidwell at the 
Lubbock APDA office at 806-785-2732.

• Special Parents for Special Chil-
dren support group meets the first 
Tuesday of each month, 6:30 p.m. at 
Elbow Elementary. Contact Kerri 
Rosenbaum at 432-816-3320 or kerriro-
senbaum9488@msn.com

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Set-
tles, noon to 1 p.m.; closed discussion 
meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family 
members and friends of alcoholics 
meets at 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystro-

phy, a chronic pain disease), a new 
support and informative group meets 
at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at (432) 517-
9207 for more information.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Set-
tles, noon to 1 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Set-

tles, open discussion noon to 1 p.m.; 
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. 
Non-smoking closed discussion meet-
ing, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.
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