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A Chevrolet Silverado crashed through the front of Diego’s restaurant this morning, locat-
ed at 1703 S. Gregg. According to local news sources, two vehicles collided, sending the 
truck into the building. No injuries were reported. Calls to Diego’s were answered, but 
no information concerning the accident was provided. However, the manager did say the 
restaurant will be closed for the week in order to make repairs. 

Brown
Snyder
bound
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

COAHOMA — Dr. Randy 
Brown, superintendent of 
Coahoma Independent School 
District the past three years, 
is resigning to 
accept a similar 
position in Sny-
der.

Snyder ISD 
trustees unani-
mously named 
Brown the “lone 
finalist” for their 
superintendent 
post during their 
Monday meeting. The school 
district must wait a state-
mandated 21 days before mak-
ing the hiring official. Brown 
replaces Mark Eads, who re-
signed in May to become su-
perintendent at San Marcos 
ISD.

Brown’s first official day on 
the job at Snyder will be Aug. 
22.

Brown was selected from 
among 51 total applicants to 
head up the Snyder district. 
Trustees had named Gene 
Solis of Whitney as the lone 
finalist in April, but Solis 
withdrew his name from con-
sideration to remain at his 
current post.

Snyder ISD Board President 
Richard Chambers said he be-
lieved the new superintendent 
is the first one in Snyder in 40 
years who will have children 
in the district’s classrooms.

“And that’s very good,” said 
Chambers.

“I’m excited,” Brown said 
this morning. “It’s a good 
community and a good oppor-
tunity for me and my family. 
I think it’ll be a good fit for 
us.”

Brown said the Snyder po-
sition appealed to him for a 
number of reasons.

See BROWN, Page 3

Brown

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

COAHOMA — School of-
ficials here have released 
registration information for 
students enrolling in classes 
for the 2011-2012 school year.

Coahoma Elementary will 
hold registration for new 
students only from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Friday. Parents 
of new students must bring 
their children’s updated im-
munization records, state-is-
sued birth certificate, origi-
nal Social Security card, the 
parent or guardian’s driver’s 
license, proof of residency 
form (available at the CISD 
central office) and appropri-
ate legal documentation if 
guardianship or custody is 
an issue.

In addition, Coahoma El-
ementary will hold a “meet 
the teacher night” from 5 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 18.

For more information, con-
tact the campus at 394-4290, 
ext. 2.

High school students may 
pick up their registration 
packets from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Aug. today and Wednesday, 
while new student registra-
tion will be held Aug. 10-11, 
school officials said. Juniors 
and seniors may pick up 
their schedules on Aug. 9, 
while freshman and sopho-
mores may do the same Aug. 
10.

Orientation for high school 
students will be held Aug. 15-
19.

For more information, con-
tact the high school at 394-

4290, ext. 1.
Junior high students can 

pick up registration packets 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
today and Wednesday and 
schedules will be distributed 
to students Aug. 9 and 10, of-
ficials said.

Registration for new junior 
high students will be held 
through Friday and a “meet 
the teacher night” is sched-
uled for 5 p.m. Aug. 18.

For more information, con-
tact the junior high at 394-
4290, ext. 3.

The first day of classes for 
Coahoma ISD students is 
Aug. 22.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 235, 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

FORSAN — School district 
officials here have released 
enrollment information for 
new and returning junior 
high and high school stu-
dents.

New student enrollment 
will be held from 8 a.m. un-
til noon, and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 8 at the the ju-
nior high/high school cam-
pus.  Parents of new students 
must bring their children’s 
updated immunization re-

cords, state-issued birth cer-
tificate, original Social Secu-
rity card and the parent or 
guardian’s driver’s license.

Students in grades 7 
through 12 may pick up their 
enrollment/registration 
packets beginning Tuesday, 
Aug. 9. The packets can be 
completed at the campus 
or taken home and later re-
turned to the school. Student 
and parent signatures are re-
quired on the documents.

Once the packets are com-
pleted, students can receive 
their schedules, officials 

said.
Registration/enrollment 

for sixth-graders will be 
held from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 18. Students 
will receive their schedules 
that day.

For more information, con-
tact the high school/junior 
high campus at 263-6571, ext. 
1.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

Local and AP reports

WASHINGTON — Emer-
gency legislation to allow the 
government to borrow more 
money headed toward pas-
sage in the Sen-
ate today just 
hours before 
the national 
debt bumps 
against its ceil-
ing. Expected 
approval sends 
the bill to Pres-
ident Barack 
Obama, avert-
ing a potentially disastrous, 
first-ever government default 
and making a down payment 
toward taming out-of-control 
budget deficits.

“Finally Washington is tak-

ing responsibility for spend-
ing money it doesn’t have,” 
Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-
Tenn., said at the start of de-
bate.

The legislation, which eas-
ily passed the House on Mon-
day, is virtually assured to 
clear the Senate at midday  by 
a bipartisan tally. The White 
House promises Obama will 
quickly sign the measure into 
law. Obama planned to issue 
a statement after the vote.

One House member repre-
senting Howard County, Rep. 
Randy Neugebauer, voted 
against the legislation.

“We have come a long way 
in these negotiations to get 
our fiscal house in order, but 
ultimately this bill’s failure 
to include a Balanced Bud-
get Amendment, combined 
with severe spending cuts for 
our nation’s military while 
our nation is at war, result-
ed in my opposition to this 
bill,” said Neugebauer. “It is 

See BILL, Page 3

Neugebauer

Enrollment for Forsan ISD
will get under way next week

School registration going 
on now at Coahoma ISD

Senate debates debt limit 
bill, passage seems likely
Neugebauer votes against legislation



Ruth Salazar
Ruth Salazar, 76, of Big Spring, 

died Saturday, July 30, 2011. Vigil 
services will be at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel. Funeral 
services will be at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Aug. 3, 2011, at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 
with Msgr. Bernard L. Gully offi-
ciating. Burial will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born Jan. 4, 1935, in 
Tom Green County, Texas to Sal-

ly Mabel and Thomas Earl White. She came to Big 
Spring in 1959. She married Frank Salazar May 31, 
1964, in Big Spring. He preceded her in death on 
Jan. 27, 2010.

She worked at the V. A. Medical Center for more 
than 47 years in dental service, rehabilitation and 
purchasing.  She was an active member of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Catholic Church. For a number 
of years, she was a part-time secretary and always 
a full-time volunteer. She was a Lay Oblate and a 
Cursillista.  

She was very active in the Signal Mountain Em-
maus Community. She was very active in R.S.V.P. 
for more than 15 years. 

Ruth was the longest serving volunteer for Rape 
Crisis, now known as Victim Services. She began 
her service in 1992 and served over 15,000 hours.

Ruth was always proud to be an organ donor and 
her donation will assist with research and help 60 
to 80 people. Also, she loved sewing and cooking 
and had won awards for both at the Howard County 
Fair. 

She is survived by one daughter, Lisa Williams 
and her husband Mark of Midland; two sons, Tony 
Salazar and his wife Michelle, and John Salazar, 
all of Big Spring; seven grandchildren, Laura Wil-
liams and Jordan Williams of Midland, and Michael 
Salazar, Beth Salazar, William Salazar, Aaron Pat-
terson and Alana Salazar, all of Big Spring; three 
sisters, Sue McGee and husband Ben of Haskell, 
Linda Honer and husband John of Corpus Christi 
and Donna Sasseen of San Angelo; two brothers, 
John White and wife Marilyn of Farmington, N.M., 
and Truman White of Albuquerque, N.M.; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband; infant daughter Elizabeth 
Ann Salazar; and two sisters, Ann Barler and Phyl-
lis White.

Pallbearers will be Michael Salazar, Jordan Wil-
liams, Mark Williams, Tom Sherman, Ben McGee 
and Dale Pittman. Her godchildren, her brothers 
and Sammy Dennard are honorary pallbearers.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

Paid obituary

Billy Light
Billy Light, 71, of Big Spring, 

died Saturday, July 30, 2011, at Se-
lect Specialty Hospital in Midland, 
Texas. The family will receive 
friends from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Funeral services 
will be at 11 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 
4, 2011, at Myers & Smith Chapel, 
with the Rev. Doug Shelley offici-
ating. Graveside service will be 
at 3 p.m. at Terrace Cemetery in 

Post.
He was born May 15, 1940 in Slaton, Texas to Wil-

lie and Fabien Light. He was an electrical engineer, 
having worked for several radio and TV stations, 
including KWAB in Big Spring. He was a singer 
and musician and was an active community volun-
teer. 

He is survived by one daughter, Lana Churchwell 
and husband Chris of Big Spring; one brother, Car-
roll Light of Tow, N.M.; one sister, Aimee Hill of 
Georgia; four grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to parents, he was preceded in death 
by one brother Jimmy Light.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

 Reva Susanne Daniels
Reva Susanne Daniels, 59, of Coahoma, died Sun-

day, July 31, 2011, at her residence. Funeral services 
will be held at 10 a.m., Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2011, at 
the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with 
Eddy Pitchford officiating. Interment will follow at 
Coahoma Cemetery.

She was born Oct. 6, 1951, in El Paso, Texas. 
Reva was a longtime resident of Coahoma and had 
worked as a manager for Town & Country Conve-
nience Stores at various locations.

Survivors include her husband, Tommy Ward of 
Coahoma; one daughter, Canyon Daniels of Coa-
homa; two step-daughters, Amy Otho and husband, 
Michael and Ashley Ward of Coahoma; one step-
son, Chase Ward and wife, Elizabeth of Coahoma; 
her mother-in-law, Annie Ward of Coahoma; and a 
huge extended family. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; and 
her father-in-law, Jim Ward.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com.

Cindy Bingham Payne
Cindy Bingham Payne, 51, of Big 

Spring, died Friday, July 29, 2011, 
at the Hospice House in Odessa, 
Texas.  Memorial services will be 
at 1 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 4, 2011, at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

She was born Oct. 17, 1959, in 
Hobbs, N.M. to Ruby and Wesley 
Bingham. She came to Big Spring 
more than 20 years ago from 
Hobbs. She worked at Parkview 
Nursing & Rehabilitation from 

2006 to the present. 
She is survived by a son, Jayton Hal Bingham 

and wife Crystal Gale of Hobbs, N.M.; three grand-
daughters, Joyce Elizabeth Bingham, Natalie Jewel 
Bingham and Jayden Jayse Bingham, all of Hobbs, 
N.M.; mother, Ruby Bingham of Hobbs, N.M.; four 
brothers, Kirby Bingham, Randy Bingham and Jim 
Bingham, all of Hobbs, N.M., and Buck Bingham of 
Ravenna, Texas; one sister, Janna Jones of Hobbs, 
N.M.; and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, 
father, husband and father-in-law.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memori-
als to Home Hospice, 903 N. Sam Houston, Odessa, 
Texas  79761.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

Paid obituary

Consuelo Hernandez
Consuelo Hernandez, 68, of La 

Marque, formerly of Big Spring, 
died Saturday, July 30, 2011. 
Prayer services will be at 7 p.m. 
Monday at Myers & Smith Chapel. 
Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2011, at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with Joe Monje of-
ficiating. Burial will be at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born Oct. 24, 1942, in 
Ojinaga, Chihuaha, Mexico, to 

Guillerma and Valente Hernandez. She was a home-
maker. 

She is survived by two sons, Daniel Hernandez of 
Texas City and David Hernandez and wife Anita of 
Dickinson; four brothers; three sisters; five grand-
children; two great-grandchildren; and a number of 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 

Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com.

Paid obituary
 

Elsie Norman
Elsie Norman, 89, died on Monday, Aug. 1, 2011, 

in a local nursing home. Graveside funeral services 
will be 10 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 4, 2011, at the Peace 
Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park.                           

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory, Big 
Spring, Texas. 
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Consuelo Hernandez, 
68, of La Marque, for-
merly of Big Spring, 
died Saturday.  Funeral 
services were at 11 a.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with burial at 
Mount Olive Memorial 
Park.

Ruth Nieman, 65, of 
Big Spring, died 
Thursday.   Funeral ser-
vices were at 3 p.m. 
today at the 1st Assembly 
of God Church.  Burial 
will be at the Gilstrap 
Cemetery.

Ruth Salazar, 76, of 
Big Spring, died 
Saturday.  Vigil services 
will be at 7 p.m. tonight 
at Myers & Smith 
Chapel.  Funeral servic-
es will be at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday at 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Catholic Church 
with burial at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Billy Light, 71, of Big 
Spring, died Saturday. 
The family will receive 
friends from 6 p.m. until 
7 p.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Funeral services 
will be at 11 a.m. 
Thursday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.  Graveside 
services will be at 3 p.m. 
at Terrace Cemetery in 
Post, Texas.

Cindy Bingham Payne, 
51, of Big Spring, died 
Friday.  Memorial ser-
vices will be held at 1 
p.m. Thursday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel.

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off Adults
50¢ Off Children

Sunday Only
11-3 Buffet or 

Any Entree $7.95 or above
1 Coupon Per Person

Must Be Presented For Discount
Expires 8-31-11

223974

BILL
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critical that a balanced 
budget amendment be 
embraced by our gov-
ernment and our states. 
American families have 
had to tighten their belts 
and do more with less. 
Washington must do the 
same.

 “We have a big spend-
ing problem in this 
country, and it needs 
a big solution. Simply 
put, this bill doesn’t go 
far enough in address-
ing our crushing debt. 
The government can-
not continue to borrow 
42 cents for every dollar 
we spend.

 “As Congress moves 
forward, I am eager to 
continue to work in 
support of ensuring eco-
nomic security for our 
nation by making sure 
Washington spends less 
of the taxpayer’s hard 
earned money and work 
to create an economic 
climate where more 
higher skilled, higher 
paying jobs are creat-
ed,” Neugebauer added.

The legislation pairs 
an increase in the gov-
ernment’s borrowing 
cap with promises of 
more than $2 trillion 
of budget cuts over the 
upcoming decade. Its 
passage caps a long, dif-
ficult battle between tea 
party-powered House 
Republicans and Obama 
— with House Speaker 

John Boehner caught 
in the middle more than 
once.

After months of fierce-
ly partisan struggle, the 
House’s top Republican 
and Democratic leaders 
swung behind the bill, 
ratifying a deal sealed 
Sunday night with a 
phone call from Boeh-
ner to Obama.

“I’m not happy with 
it,” Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
said. “But I’m proud of 
some of the accomplish-
ments in it. That’s why 
I’m voting for it.”

Amid the high in-
trigue of the historic 
moment, the drama was 
heightened even further 
when Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords, the Arizona 
congresswoman wound-
ed in a shooting ram-
page seven months ago, 
made a surprise visit to 
the House floor to cast 
her vote. Colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle 
rushed to embrace her, 
and Pelosi publicly sa-
luted her courage and 
resiliency.

Much of the House-
passed measure was 
negotiated on terms set 
by Boehner, which in-
cluded a demand that 
any increase in the na-
tion’s borrowing cap be 
matched by spending 
cuts at least as large. 
But it also meets de-
mands made by Obama, 
including debt increas-
es large enough to keep 
the government funded 

into 2013 and curbs on 
growth of the Pentagon 
budget.

Even though Obama 
strongly supported the 
measure, half of the 
chamber’s Democrats 
opposed it. Sixty-six 
conservative Republi-
cans opposed the mea-
sure as well.

Still, after storming 
the Capital in January 
— only to see bill after 
bill die in the Democrat-
ic Senate — many junior 
House lawmakers opted 
to view the legislation 
through the prism of op-
timism.

“It’s about time that 
Congress come together 
and figure out a way to 
live within our means,” 
said Rep. Sean Duffy, R-
Wis. “This bill is going 
to start that process, al-
though it doesn’t go far 
enough.”

The measure would 
provide an immediate 
$400 billion increase in 
the $14.3 trillion U.S. 
borrowing cap, with 
$500 billion more as-
sured this fall. That 
$900 billion would be 
matched by cuts to agen-

cy budgets over the next 
10 years.

What follows next is 
more complicated. The 
measure establishes a 
special bipartisan com-
mittee to draft legisla-
tion to find up to $1.5 
trillion more in deficit 
cuts for a vote later this 
year. They’re likely to 
come from so-called 
mandatory programs 
like federal retirement 
benefits, farm subsidies, 
Medicare and Medicaid. 
The savings would be 
matched by a further in-
crease in the borrowing 
cap.

There’s no guarantee 
the committee, to be 
evenly split between the 
warring parties, will 
agree on such legisla-
tion. But there are pow-
erful incentives to do so 
because more budget 
gridlock would trigger a 
crippling round of auto-
matic cuts across much 
of the budget, including 
Pentagon coffers.

And questions linger 
about the effect the gru-
eling political free-for-
all will have on the U.S. 
credit rating.

Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner told 
ABC News in an in-
terview that he didn’t 
know whether the debt-
limit fight would cause 
America’s AAA credit 
rating to be downgrad-
ed.

The vote during Mon-
day’s dinner hour in 
the capital came after 
intense efforts at per-
suasion by the adminis-
tration.

The White House 
dispatched Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden to the 
Capitol to lobby recalci-
trant Democrats in both 
House and Senate. He 
heard an earful, espe-
cially from liberal and 
black lawmakers upset 
that Obama surren-
dered on taxes.

BROWN
Continued from Page 1

“When we started looking at 
Snyder, for personal reasons, 
we needed to stay close to 
Lubbock,” he said. “Snyder 
is a larger district, so obvi-
ously, it’s a move up. Also, 
it’s a good school district … 
and there’s a real sense of 
community that was attrac-
tive to us.”

At the same time, he ex-
pressed regret at leaving Coa-

homa.
“We’re definitely going to 

miss our time there,” he said. 
“It’s a good town with really 
good people, good kids and 
a good school program. But 
Coahoma’s had a good dis-
trict for a long time and I’m 
sure there’s going to be many 
qualified candidates looking 
at that position.”

Brown, the former super-
intendent at Motley County 
ISD, was hired by Coahoma 
trustees in July 2008 to re-
place Jerry Johnson, who 
had retired.

The Levelland High School 
graduate has 20 years expe-
rience in education. He be-
gan his teaching career at 
New Deal in 1992 and also 
has taught at Bastrop, Fort 
Stockton and Mesquite. He 
was later assistant principal 
at Levelland High School and 
principal at Capitol Elemen-
tary in Levelland before be-
coming Motley County ISD 
superintendent in 2005.  

Among his accomplish-
ments at Coahoma was over-
seeing the completion of a 
three-year, $13 million dis-

trict-wide facility renovation 
project.

“I think we made a lot of 
headway, academically 
speaking,” he said. “The 
teachers and administrators 
here really bought into what 
we were trying to accomplish 
and did everything they could 
to make sure our kids were 
successful.”

Cohaoma ISD trustees will 
meet Thursday, and it is pos-
sible they will begin laying 
the framework for the search 
to find a new superintendent 
at that time.

“Randy is a very talented 
guy and he’s done a great job 
for us,” CISD Trustee Jody 
Reid said. “We knew when 
we hired him he’d probably 
move up sooner or later. We 
hate to see him go, but we def-
initely wish him the best.”

The Snyder Daily News con-
tributed to this report.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

Obituaries
Lenna Gay McPeak

Lenna Gay McPeak, 80, of Big Spring, 
died Friday, July 29, 2011, in a local nurs-
ing home. Graveside funeral services will 
be held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2011, 
at the Coahoma Cemetery with the Rev. 
Doug Shelley officiating. 

She was born Aug. 29, 1930, in Stamford, 
Texas, and married Herman McPeak in 
1957 in Abilene, Texas. He preceded her in 
death in 1979.

She was a homemaker and a member of 
Eastside Baptist Church.

Survivors include one daughter, Rhonda 

Petty of Oregon; and one son, Joseph Mc-
Peak of North Carolina. 

Arrangements are under the direction 
of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring. Online con-
dolences can be made at: www.npwelch.
com.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Democrats will also need a 
presidential primary in 2012

Obama Is Fresh Out of Ideas

Letter policies
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A Small Prayer

When things are going just right, Lord, may
we give You the credit for the good you give us 

in our lives. 
					     Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Ed Rendell, do you have 
plans for 2012? Hil-
lary Clinton? If you, 
the former Democratic 

governor of Penn-
sylvania, or you, 
the secretary of 
state, are free next 
year and wouldn't 
mind, would you 
please launch a 
primary challenge 
against President 
Obama?

This request 
stems not from 
anger at Obama's 
penchant for 
blithely negoti-
ating away certain Medicare 
benefits or the need to modestly 
raise tax revenues — things that 
Democrats want, and if the polls 
are correct, so do most Ameri-
cans. It was about not negotiat-
ing at all while appearing to 
negotiate on a matter that should 
be non-negotiable: the full faith 
and credit of the United States.

In the last half-century, Con-
gress has raised the debt ceil-
ing 49 times under Republican 
presidents and 29 times under 
Democrats. The votes were cast 
without drama because the idea 
of this country defaulting on 
its debts was unthinkable. This 
last-minute deal notwithstand-
ing, the dangerous precedent 
whereby America's promise to 
pay what it owes can be brought 
into political play has been set. 
Meanwhile, the spectacle of 
government dysfunction has 
already hastened our decline as 
a world power.

Make no mistake: The tea 
party Republicans have engaged 
in economic terrorism against 

the United States — threaten-
ing to blow up the economy if 
they don't get what they want. 
And like the al-Qaida bombers, 
what they want is delusional: the 
dream of restoring some fan-
tasy caliphate in which no one 
pays taxes, while the country is 
magically protected from foreign 
attack and the elderly get gov-
ernment-paid hip replacements.

Americans are not supposed 
to negotiate with terrorists, but 
that's what Obama has been do-
ing. Obama should have grabbed 
the bully pulpit early on, bel-
lowing that everything can be 
discussed but America's honor, 
which requires making good on 
its debt obligations. Lines about 
"we're all at fault" and "Repub-
licans should compromise" are 
beyond pathetic on a subject that 
should be beyond discussion.

That the Republican leader-
ship couldn't control a small 
group of ignoramuses in its 
ranks has brought disgrace on 
their party. But oddly, Obama's 
passivity made it hard for re-
sponsible Republicans to control 
their destructive children.

The GOP extremists would ask 
Obama for his firstborn, and he'd 
say, "OK." So they think, why not 
ask for his second-born, to which 
he responds, "Let's talk."

House Speaker Boehner 
couldn't go back to his caucus 
members and tell them: "We 
fought like tigers with an intran-
sigent White House. We did well, 
considering what we were up 
against." But he couldn't say that 
because they were up against 
Jell-O.

Obama can take credit for 
some major achievements. His 
auto industry bailout saved the 

industrial Midwest from col-
lapse. The financial industry re-
forms will begin to force at least 
some discipline on Wall Street. 
And the health care law will 
ensure coverage for all Ameri-
cans while reducing deficits 
in the long-term. But Obama's 
successes are undermined by his 
inability to vigorously sell them, 
even to a receptive mainstream.

Recall the summer of idiocy, 
when Obama sat mute amid 
moronic charges that Democrats 
were establishing "death panels." 
A Democratic president with his 
party holding majorities in both 
houses of Congress could have 
quickly whipped health care 
reform into law. But Obama let 
it fester for month after month of 
phony negotiations.

Republicans are ultimately 
going to take the rap over this 
debt-ceiling outrage. The full 
faith and credit of the United 
States is not a matter over which 
reasonable people may disagree, 
and the larger public knows that 
in its heart.

But Democrats would do them-
selves a huge favor if they had a 
living, breathing leader as their 
presidential candidate in 2012. 
Won't someone step up?

To find out more about Froma 
Harrop, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2011 THE PROV-
IDENCE JOURNAL CO.

DISTRIBUTED BY CRE-
ATORS.COM
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One of the most strik-
ing facts about the 
course of the Obama 
presidency so far is 

that Obama has no constructive 
solutions for anything, which is 
one reason he cam-
paigned on vague 
promises. It's why 
he established 
bogus metrics, 
such as "saved or 
created jobs."

It's also why he's 
always pointing 
the finger of blame 
on others for his 
policy failures. Ev-
eryone knows by 
now that Obama's 
reckless and cor-
rupt stimulus package failed to 
restrain unemployment as he 
had promised and that instead 
of accepting responsibility for it, 
he blamed Bush.

He also played another famil-
iar liberal card: He insisted his 
stimulus bill would have worked 
if he had been allowed to spend 
more money. So he started 
pushing for a second stimulus, 
all while increasing the govern-
ment's regulatory stranglehold 
on business and cramming 
Obamacare down our throats.

All of which is to say — with 
added emphasis — that Obama 
is fresh out of ideas. Worse, he's 
the immovable force standing 
in the way of those who do have 
constructive proposals.

He didn't even submit a plan 
during the debt ceiling nego-
tiations, and his party's Senate 
majority hasn't presented a bud-
get for more than 800 days. We 
have a spending and entitlement 
problem, but Obama's ideology 
precludes him from addressing 
either. It drives him, instead, 
to insist on increasing taxes on 
the rich. But raising rates would 
further smother the economy 
and not significantly increase 
revenues.

The GOP is far from perfect, 
but it has presented serious pro-
posals to address the debt crisis, 
which include capping discre-
tionary spending, restructuring 
entitlements, passing a balanced 

budget amendment and reform-
ing the tax code. These plans 
could work, but the Democrats 
have steadfastly and shameless-
ly opposed them and ridiculed 
their proponents, such as Rep. 
Paul Ryan.

During the debt ceiling nego-
tiations, we've seen more of the 
same. Obama's Democrats are 
refusing to sign on to real cuts 
(only reductions on the rate of 
spending increases) and even 
more resistant to meaningful 
entitlement reform.

If a compromise passes, it will 
only be because Republicans 
have concluded, accurately or 
not, that it's the best they can 
get in their effort to reduce the 
bleeding until 2012, when they 
hope to regain firm control of 
both political branches. No mat-
ter how they spin it, it will not 
be a good deal; the only question 
is how bad it will be.

Republicans fear that if they 
don't take the deal and the 
budget ceiling is not lifted, 
disastrous economic and po-
litical consequences will ensue: 
Our economy will collapse and 
Republicans will be blamed and 
lose the 2012 elections, and then 
any chance of saving the nation 
from financial catastrophe will 
be lost.

I am not convinced that a debt 
ceiling impasse would result in 
the predicted Armageddon or 
that signing on to a dubious bill 
would enhance the GOP's 2012 
electoral prospects.

But I am convinced that if we 
don't start working this debt 
down — as opposed to whittling 
away at the rates of increase 
while the debt continues to ex-
pand — we will experience real 
financial collapse, and sooner 
than we may think.

I'm also concerned that if this 
deal goes through, Obama will 
try to make the case that Re-
publicans own the compromise 
bill as if they wrote it (because 
in part they did) and thereafter 
the terrible economy and the 
continuously exploding debt. 
If Republicans are so worried 
that Obama would successfully 
blame them for fallout from a 

ceiling impasse, why aren't they 
worried about being blamed if 
the compromise doesn't stop 
the growth of the debt, which it 
won't?

Indeed, no matter how inept 
Obama is at many things, he 
is a master at propaganda and 
negative campaigning. That's all 
he's got. The only policies he can 
bring himself to support cannot 
work. So as 2012 approaches, 
don't look for Obama to empha-
size his record. Look for more 
deflection and scapegoating.

There is a historical parallel 
to Obama's approach. History 
professors agree that during 
his rise to power, Hitler built 
a coalition based on a negative 
assault on the Weimar Republic 
instead of a positive set of ideas 
or programs. His propaganda 
gurus introduced the idea of per-
petual campaigning, in which 
they would focus on technique, 
not content.

In no other way am I compar-
ing Obama to Nazis, but I am 
struck by the propaganda and 
campaigning parallels. Obama 
has no ideas except to foment 
phony crises, exploit real ones 
and demonize and scapegoat 
business, corporations, "the 
wealthy," insurance companies, 
oil companies, Republicans in 
general and — President Bush.

Unlike some conservatives, I 
am confident that most people 
now see through Obama and 
are prepared to reject him as 
divisive, destructive and wholly 
without any solutions to our 
very serious problems. Republi-
cans need to overcome the fear 
that now appears to be paralyz-
ing them.

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney. His latest 
book, "Crimes Against Liberty," 
was No. 1 on the New York Times 
best-seller list for nonfiction for 
its first two weeks. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidlimbaugh and 
his website at www.DavidLim-
baugh.com. To read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.
creators.com.

david
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To open the front door 
on that June morning 
was to feel the threat 
of the afternoon heat 
to come. As the woman 
handed me three boxes, 
she identified the occu-
pants as a mockingbird, 
blue jay and swallow. 
Having driven from 
Midland, she hurried 
back to the truck and 
her driving companion.

 Varying in size, the 
containers aroused my 
curiosity. To discover 
which specie crouched 
inside each one would 
be a momentary pause 
in a summer filled with 
wild birds needing 
help.

Having had mishaps 
as nestlings, one had 
a broken leg. Another 
had fallen from too far a 
height. Their potential 
as a songbird and rau-
cous bully would never 
be realized.

 The third container 
was the smallest.  Care-
fully removing masking 
tape, I raised one flap 
at the top of the box.  
Afraid its occupant 
might suddenly escape 
caused me to be cau-
tious. 

After slipping my 
hand inside the box, I 
brought out the remain-
ing bird. In our 37 years 
of rehab work with over 
three thousand indi-
vidual birds, including 
more than 110 different 
species, never had we 
received a cliff swallow.

As a juvenile, the top 
of its head was a dark 
brown. Most notice-
able was its forehead. 
Speckled with white, 
it was an identifying 
feature of its specie, as 
were its brown cheeks. 
An ash-colored band 
on the back of its neck 
continued on to parts 
of its breast and sides.  
Its dark wings offered a 
bold contrast.  

Just opening its eyes 
seemed an effort for the 
small bird. Weakened, 
it was a victim of dehy-
dration and starvation. 
Our 2011 drought and 
extreme temperatures 
had lessened its chanc-
es of finding enough 
insects to become the 
flying phenomenon its 
destiny required.

Unable to perch, the 
bird accepted a make-
shift nest of a small, 
woven basket lined 
with tissues. It readily 
fell asleep.

Re-hydrating and 
feeding the swallow 
was going to be a chal-
lenge.  Its tiny bill, once 
opened, would offer a 
mouth that was capable 
of capturing winged 
insects in flight. Un-
known, however, was 
if its system was still 
capable of digesting ap-
propriate food.

For two days, an 
avian supplement dis-
solved in water and 
the soft guts of crick-
ets and other insects 

were given. Carefully 
opening its mouth for 
numerous feedings was 
a meticulous exercise 
in patience. At least the 
bird swallowed readily 
when life-sustaining 
nutrition was placed at 
the back of its mouth.

As I approached the 
swallow the next morn-
ing, a strange sound 
greeted me. It was as 
if the bird was having 
a conversation with 
itself. Having planned 

on another arduous day 
of handling and feeding 
it, I was overjoyed by 
its willingness to open 
its mouth on its own.

“We’re over the 
hump,” I thought as I 
hurried to place a small 
cricket at the end of a 
hemostat. The surgi-
cal tool allowed me to 
present the bird with 
its first meal of the 
day. Readily coming 
forward, it gobbled the 
morsel when it was half 

way inside its mouth.
Its increasing ap-

petite was encourag-
ing. The next day, 
after placing it on 
a low perch, I was 
disappointed when it 
jumped to the floor. 
Continuing to posi-
tion its feet around the 
roost throughout the 
afternoon, I saw the 
same results.

Two days later, the 
swallow surprised me. 
Finally strong enough 
to remain on the perch, 
it seemed proud of its 
accomplishment. Ex-
ercising its long wings 
meant it would soon be 
flying to a higher perch.

The day before tak-
ing it to South Plains 
in Lubbock was bitter-
sweet. While enjoying 
the bird’s twittering 
sounds and progress, 
we knew it would be 
releasable as soon as it 
mastered the demands 
of sustained flight.

The cliff swallow had 
been an entertaining 
interlude to soften the 
harshness of this sum-
mer’s merciless heat. 
It deserved to be ready 
for migration between 
August and October 
with flocks heading 
southward. Arriving in 
Brazil, Chile or Argen-
tina, the bird would 
start acquiring its adult 
plumage.

On future trips north, 
the swallow would have 
a bluish-black crown, 
back, wings and tail. Al-
most a reddish-brown, 
the chestnut hue of 
its throat and cheeks 
would be notable. Turn-
ing white, its forehead, 

throat with black spot, 
and back with white 
streaking, would bear 
identifying marks.

Weighing less than 
an ounce, it would once 
again travel around 
rather than over the 
Gulf of Mexico. Migrat-
ing in the daytime, it 
could be assured of 
more insects over a 
landmass than water.

During nesting 
season, adults build a 
jug-shaped nest out of 
mud with an entry from 
the side. Nesting in 
colonies under bridges 
or protruding ledges of 
buildings, they ensure 
their specie’s future.

In the future, when-
ever Art and I are on 
the service roads of 
interstates, and loops 
that circle cities, we’ll 
continue to enjoy the 
comings and goings of 
the cliff swallows nest-
ing below and on the 
sides of the bridges in 
their “apartment com-
plexes.” Just by chance, 
perhaps our chatterbox 
will be among them.

 
Bebe McCasland is 

author of “The Scoop 
From Bird Poop.” She 
is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate 
wild birds.

Swallow: Downed by the drought

Courtesy photo

Landing on the shoreline of a pond or lake, a cliff 
swallow uses its beak to pick up mud. Rolling it 
around in its mouth, the bird forms a pellet that 
becomes coated with saliva. Flying to the nest 
site, it sticks the “building block,” or wet mud, 
against other such globs.  In a matter of days, a 
rounded, bottle-looking structure emerges.  Inside, 
the bird furnishes its nest with bits of dry grass, 
feathers and horsehair.

Bird
Poop
By Bebe

McCasland

The problem with 
waiting until tomorrow 
is when it finally ar-
rives, it is called today. 
Today is yesterday’s 
tomorrow. Or as Yogi 
Berra would say, “It’s 
like deja vu all over 
again.”  

The question is what 
did we do with its 
opportunity? All too 
often we will waste 
tomorrow as we wasted 
yesterday and as we are 
wasting today. All that 
could have been ac-
complished can easily 
elude us, despite our 

intentions, until we 
inevitably discover the 
things that might have 
been have slipped from 
our grasp has done so 
one day at a time. 

Each of us must pause 
frequently to remind 
ourselves the clock is 
ticking. The same clock 
that began to tick from 
the moment we drew 
our first breath will also 
someday cease. 

Time is the great 
equalizer of all man-
kind. It has taken away 
the best and the worst 
of us without regard for 
either. 

Time offers oppor-
tunity, but demands 

a sense of urgency. 
When the game of life 
is finally over there is 
no second chance to 
correct our errors. 

The clock that is 
ticking away the mo-
ments of our lives does 
not care about winners 
and losers. It does not 
care about who suc-
ceeds or who fails. 

It does not care about 
excuses, fairness or 
equality. The only es-
sential issue is how we 
played the game. 

Regardless of our 
current age, there is a 
sense of urgency that 
should drive us into 
immediate action. We 

should be constantly 
aware of the value of 
each and every moment 
of our lives; moments 
that seem so insig-
nificant their loss often 
goes unnoticed. 

At the current mo-
ment we still have the 
time; we still have lots 
of chances; we still have 
lots of opportunities; we 
still have time to show 
what we can do. 

For most of us, there 
will be a tomorrow, 
a next week, a next 
month and a next year. 
But unless we develop a 
sense of urgency, those 
brief windows of time 
will be sadly wasted, 
as were the weeks and 
months and years be-
fore them.  

We must remember 
that there isn’t an end-
less supply.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

Parent’s
Corner
By

Darrell

Ryan

A sense of urgency
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Big Spring Head Coach Phillip Ritchey looks on as the Steers work out during their two-a-day 
practices this week.

BASEBALL STANDINGS

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division
                          W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
Boston	 66	 41	 .617	 —	 —	 6-4	 L-1	 33-20	 33-21
New York	 65	 42	 .607	 1	 —	 7-3	 W-4	 37-22	 28-20
Tampa Bay	 56	 51	 .523	 10	 9	 4-6	 W-1	 24-25	 32-26
Toronto	 55	 53	 .509	 11½	 10½	 6-4	 W-1	 28-26	 27-27
Baltimore	 42	 63	 .400	 23	 22	 3-7	 L-3	 25-28	 16-35
Central Division
                         W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
Detroit	 57	 51	 .528	 —	 —	 5-5	 W-1	 31-24	 26-27
Cleveland	 54	 52	 .509	 2	 10½	 3-7	 W-1	 29-24	 25-28
Chicago	 52	 55	 .486	 4½	 13	 5-5	 L-3	 24-29	 28-26
Minnesota	 50	 58	 .463	 7	 15½	 4-6	 L-2	 26-25	 24-33
Kansas City	 46	 62	 .426	 11	 19½	 6-4	 W-1	 28-29	 18-33
West Division
                         W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
Texas	 61	 48	 .560	 —	 —	 5-5	 L-1	 35-21	 26-26
Los Angeles	 59	 50	 .541	 2	 7	 6-4	 L-1	 28-23	 31-27
Oakland	 49	 60	 .450	 12	 17	 6-4	 L-1	 31-24	 18-36
Seattle	 46	 62	 .426	 14½	 19½	 3-7	 W-1	 27-29	 19-33
           

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division
                         W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
Philadelphia	69	 39	 .639	 —	 —	 7-3	 W-4	 41-18	 28-21
Atlanta	 63	 47	 .573	 7	 —	 4-6	 L-2	 34-22	 29-25
New York	 55	 54	 .505	 14½	 7½	 5-5	 L-3	 22-27	 33-27
Florida	 54	 55	 .495	 15½	 8½	 7-3	 W-2	 23-30	 31-25
Washington	 52	 56	 .481	 17	 10	 4-6	 W-3	 31-22	 21-34
Central Division
                         W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
Milwaukee	 61	 49	 .555	 —	 —	 8-2	 W-7	 40-14	 21-35
St. Louis	 57	 52	 .523	 3½	 5½	 5-5	 L-2	 29-24	 28-28
Pittsburgh	 54	 53	 .505	 5½	 7½	 3-7	 L-4	 26-26	 28-27
Cincinnati	 53	 56	 .486	 7½	 9½	 5-5	 L-1	 30-27	 23-29
Chicago	 44	 65	 .404	 16½	 18½	 5-5	 W-2	 25-31	 19-34
Houston	 36	 73	 .330	 24½	 26½	 3-7	 W-1	 18-36	 18-37
West Division
                         W	 L	 Pct	 GB	 WCGB	L10	 Str	 Home	 Away
San Fran	 61	 48	 .560	 —	 —	 4-6	 L-4	 32-19	 29-29
Arizona	 60	 49	 .550	 1	 2½	 7-3	 W-3	 29-23	 31-26
Colorado	 51	 58	 .468	 10	 11½	 4-6	 L-2	 26-27	 25-31
Los Angeles	 49	 59	 .454	 11½	 13	 6-4	 W-1	 28-31	 21-28
San Diego	 47	 63	 .427	 14½	 16	 3-7	 L-1	 22-35	 25-28

Briefs
Fall tennis 
practice begins
Big Spring begins tennis practices Monday, 

Aug. 8 for their  fall schedule. The sessions will be 
from 9 a.m through noon weekdays at the courts 
at Comanche Trail.

Football, cheerleading
signups start Saturday
Sign-ups for CYFA’s youth football and 

cheerleading will be held Saturdays, Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. The cost of the programs are $125 
for divisions one and two, $75 for flag football and 
$100 for cheerleading.

Signups will take place at Big Spring Mall every 
Saturday through Aug. 13, from 10 a.m. through 
6 p.m.

Signups will also be taken Aug. 9, 11, 16 and 18 
between the hours of 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. For more 
information, contact Jeff Vidal at 432-816-6871.

Climb to the top
handicap bowling 
tournament Aug.28
Bowl-A-Rama is hosting a bowling tournament 

with a $600 guaranteed first place prize. The 

tournament, which will take place at 1 p.m. Aug. 
28,  is open to the first 24 bowlers with an average 
of 199 or less. Entry fee is $60 and must be received 
by 6 p.m. Aug 25.

For additional information, contact Greg Clarke 
at 432-264-6480 or John and Diana Dodd at 432-
267-7484. Further information can be obtained 
on Bowl-A-Rama’s website. Simply go to www.
bigspringbowlarama.com.

Chicano Golf Association
posts meeting date
Big Spring’s Chicano Golf Association (CGA) 

will be having a meeting for all its members 
Thursday, Aug.  4. The meeting will be held at 
Comanche Trail Golf Course at 6 p.m.

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Akwasi Owusu-Ansah was 
a small college cornerback 
recovering from shoulder 
surgery when he joined the 
Dallas Cowboys as a rookie 
last year. Once healthy, he 
played mostly special teams 
until he got hurt again.

With the lockout keeping 
him off the practice field all 
summer, plus a new coordi-
nator and a new playbook to 
learn, Owusu-Ansah showed 
up at training camp pretty 
much starting over in his 
NFL career.

He also found himself start-
ing at free safety.

His promotion is strictly 
by default, as the Cowboys 
are scrambling to find a vet-
eran starter. For now, the 
job belongs to Owusu-Ansah 
and he’s trying to make the 
most of it.

“When they put the depth 

chart up, I was No. 1, and 
they expect me to hold high-
er standards,” he said. “I’ve 
just got to go out there, em-
brace the opportunity, work 
hard every day and com-
pete.”

While the front office keeps 
searching, Owusu-Ansah is 
progressing slowly but sure-
ly.

The free safety is expected 
to call out coverages and sig-
nal for alignment changes to 
fellow defensive backs, but 
the first few days of prac-
tice, Owusu-Ansah was si-
lent. He finally felt confident 
enough to bark out some 
changes on Sunday. Alas, 
he also got burned several 
times in two-minute drills. 
Back on the plus side, the 
6-foot, 210-pounder filled the 
hole on a running play and 

See COWBOYS, Page 12

Cowboys defense
weak and shallow

MANKATO, Minn. 
(AP) — Randy Moss 
dominated when he 
wanted to dominate.

He scored when he 
wanted to score, cooper-
ated when he wanted to 
cooperate and acted out 
when he wanted to act 
out.

Moss spent 13 seasons 
doing things on his own 

terms, which is why 
perhaps the loudest ca-
reer the NFL has ever 
seen — both in terms 
of the roars he induced 
on the field and the ag-
gravation he caused off 
it — ended so quietly on 
Monday.

No farewell speech 
from maybe the most 
physically gifted re-

ceiver to don a helmet. 
No tearful goodbye from 
a record-setting per-
former who changed the 
way defense is played in 
the NFL. Just a one-sen-
tence statement from 
his agent saying one 
of the most colorful ca-
reers in league history 
was over.

“Randy has weighed 

his options and consid-
ered the offers and has 
decided to retire,” Joel 
Segal said on Monday.

It was vintage Moss, 
a revolutionary talent 
who was never very 
much interested in do-
ing things the conven-
tional way.

Fans were awed by 
his once-in-a-generation 

blend of size, speed and 
intelligence. Team-
mates were charmed by 
the charisma he showed 
behind closed doors and 
coaches were often infu-
riated by his boorish an-
tics and lack of respect 
for authority.

“I don’t know if any-
body can totally pin 
down who Randy Moss 

is,” said Tim DiPiero, 
one of Moss’ first agents 
said last year.

If this indeed is the 
end for Moss, he leaves 
the game with some of 
the gaudiest statistics 
posted by a receiver. 
His 153 touchdowns are 
tied with Terrell Owens

See MOSS, Page 12

Randy Moss set to retire after 13 NFL seasons

News not good  in NBA
NEW YORK (AP) — A month 

into the lockout, the only change 
is in David Stern’s mood.

After long maintaining he was 
optimistic during this collective 
bargaining process, the NBA 
Commissioner said Monday 
“nothing” in a nearly three-hour 
meeting gave him reason for en-
couragement.

And for that, he pointed the fin-
ger in one direction.

“I don’t feel optimistic about 
the players’ willingness to en-
gage in a serious way,” a down-
cast Stern said.

So the first meeting to include 
Stern and fellow leadership from 
owners and players since the 
lockout began exactly a month 
earlier produced nothing new — 
except blame.

Stern said the sides were “at 
the same place as we were 30 days 
ago,” a June 30 session hours be-
fore the old deal expired, adding 
he doesn’t feel players are bar-
gaining in good faith.

Players contend that although 
owners insist they are commit-
ted to making a deal, their pro-
posals say otherwise.

Neither side offered a new one 
Monday, three months before 
the Nov. 1 scheduled opening of 
the regular season that seems 
more in doubt than ever.

Stern and Deputy Commis-
sioner Adam Silver were joined 
by San Antonio Spurs owner 
Peter Holt, who heads the labor 
relations committee, and Board 
of Governors chairman and 
Minnesota Timberwolves owner 
Glen Taylor.

Players’ association Execu-
tive Director Billy Hunter, and 

President Derek Fisher and Vice 
President Theo Ratliff, both of 
the Los Angeles Lakers, attend-
ed along with union attorneys.

“It’s a tough position to be in,” 
Fisher said. “I think Peter, Glen 
Taylor, Commissioner Stern, 
Adam Silver are articulating 
certain things in the room, ex-
pressing their desire to get a deal 
done, but where their proposal 
lies makes it hard to believe 
that.

“So we’re continuing to try to 
work around what’s been said 
and really focus on the deal on 
the table, and right now we’re 
still a very, very long way from 
getting a deal done.”

Stern disputed Fisher’s take on 
the owners’ actions.

“He’s entitled to draw his own 
conclusion,” Stern said. “We 
have absolutely the opposite 
take on it.”

Fisher said the sides would 
try to meet at least two or three 
more times in August. Stern said 
there is always reason to have 
meetings, yet made it clear own-
ers feel not enough is happening 
during them.

“Right now we haven’t seen 
any movement,” he said, adding 
“there’s still a very wide gap be-
tween us.”

That was left over from late 
June. Owners are seeking mas-
sive changes to the league’s sala-
ry structure, saying they lost $300 
million last season and hundreds 
of millions more in each year of 
the previous CBA, ratified in 2005.

See NBA, Page 12
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sudoku
ANSWERS

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Solution 1 of 5 - Hard

7 5 1 2 9 4 3 8 6
9 3 8 6 5 1 4 2 7
6 4 2 7 3 8 1 9 5
5 8 3 9 7 2 6 4 1
4 2 9 1 6 5 7 3 8
1 7 6 8 4 3 9 5 2
8 1 7 3 2 9 5 6 4
3 6 4 5 8 7 2 1 9
2 9 5 4 1 6 8 7 3

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Announcements

New Pastor/ Minister looking 
for a House to Rent. Prefer  to  
be  in Forsan or Big Spring 
School District. Need 3-4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths and garage. 
Have Good References. Call 
Michelle (469)247-4458.

*****************************

Cemetery Lots
SAVE$$  MONUMENTS/
Markers. The Little Red Barn 
across    from    Mt.   Olive 
Cemetery. 432-264-7722.

SAVE$$ CEMETERY Lots. 
Pay-outs welcome. The Little 
Red Barn across from Mt. Olive 
Cemetery. 432-264-7722.

TRINITY MEMORIAL Park- 
Garden of Bethany- Lot 240, 4 
spaces. Call (512)330-0045.

Help Wanted
$2,000 MONTHLY POSSIBLE 
GROWING GOURMET MUSH-
ROOMS FOR US. Year Round 
Income. Markets Established. 
Call - Write For Free Informa-
tion. Midwest Associates, Box 
69, Fredericktown, OH 43019 
1-740-694-0565.

AAA TUBING TESTING now 
hiring. Good Benefits. Prefer 
CDL, need Operator & Derrick 
Hand. Call Jesse 
(432)267-7821.

AMERICAN TRUCK & Equip-
ment Painting is looking for Ex-
perienced Sandblasters. Pay 
starting at $12.50. 100% Em-
ployer paid Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield Insurance. Call 
(432)756-3388 or apply in per-
son at 3262 East I-20, Stanton, 
Tx.

BIG SPRING Country Club is 
excepting   applications   for 
Experienced    Bookkeeper. 
Experienced    in    Accounts 
Receivable, Accounts Payable 
and Payroll. Apply in person at 
Big Spring County Club or 
e-mail resume to 
landshark1200@yahoo.com 

BIG SPRING Country Club 
needs experienced Baker and 
Salad Preps for day and eve-
ning shifts.  Apply in person, 
No phone calls. 

COASTAL TRANSPORT is 
seeking Owner-operators with 
a Class A CDL. Must be 23 
years, X endorsement with 1 
year experience. For More In-
formation, Call 888-527-7221 
between 9am-4pm, 
Monday-Friday.

Coastal Transport
We now have a 

$2000.00 
Sign On Bonus!

We  are  now  hiring  drivers to
deliver  petroleum  products  in
and around the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Scheduled Days Off
*Home Everyday

Please contact
1-888-527-7221

CRISPY’S CAFE now hiring 
cook   and   other   positions. 
Experience preferred. Come by 
1904 S. Birdwell Ln.. No phone 
calls please.

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for the positon of 
HME/DME tech pt/ft. On-call is 
required with this position.
Please come by our office at 
421 S Main to apply. (EOE)

DAY’S INN needs Housekeep-
ing   person   and   part-time 
maintenance.  Apply  at   Front 
Office @ 2701 South Gregg 
Street. 

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for the position of CNA - 
PRN/Pt Time. Bilingual a plus!
Hospice experience preferred.
Come by 421 S Main St.
(EOE).

EXPERIENCED Cook needed 
for day and evening shift. Apply 
in person at Big Spring Country 
Club. No phone calls please. 

EXPERIENCED WAIT-STAFF
needed for day and evening 
shift. Apply in person at Big 
Spring Country Club. No phone 
calls please, previous appli-
cants need not apply. 

Help Wanted
FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

Full-time RN Case Manager, 
LVN, Social Worker & Certified 
Nurses Aid needed in Big 
Spring and surrounding areas 
with a fast growing Hospice 
agency. Apply @: Interim 
HealthCare, 1031 Andrews 
Hwy. Suite 200, Midland,  TX 
79701 or fax resume to 
432-618-0307.
Full-time TELLER POSITION. 
Experience Preferred. Apply in 
person at Cosden Federal 
Credit Union, 400 East Marcy, 
Big Spring, Tx.

Great Horn Carriers, Inc.
Tanker Driver Needed

REQUIRES: 
Class A CDL with HasMat

2 years Fuel Hauling Preferred
Local Hauling, No Nights.
$400.00 Sigh-On Bonus, 
Good Pay with Benefits. 

FMI: 
(432)683-2868, (432)288-3761

HIRING all POSITIONS. De-
pendable & honest. Apply in 
person at Quality Inn and 
Suites, 300 Tulane Ave, Big 
Spring. No phone calls please.

IMMEDIATE KITCHEN Help 
needed.   Must  be  Neat  in 
Appearance.   Honest   and 
Dependable. Inquire at Wagon 
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No 
phone call Please!

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!
Crude Oil Drivers in

Midland TX
Safety & Performance 

Bonus quarterly,
Paid Every Friday, 

Paid Vacation/Holidays/
Jury Duty

Company benefit package:  
Medical/Dental/Vision/Life,
401K with Company match; 

Paid Orientation/Training
Referral Bonus

Class A-CDL-X Required
2 yrs Tractor/Trailer Exp. 

In the last 5 yrs or
1 yr Exp. W/accredited 

semi-truck driving 
school diploma

Minimum Age:  23
Contact:  

DeAnna Bales @ 
1-800-737-9988 ext 1207

Johnny Tidwell @ 
1-806-495-3254 

or visit us  
www.mipe.com

Monday-Thursday 8am-3pm
EOE

Join BUSY BEE’S professional 
cleaning   team!   Enjoy    an 
independent work environment 
and $10/hr. We provide paid 
training, all necessary supplies 
and uniform. Must have own 
transportation and speak Eng-
lish. All cleaners are drug 
tested and background 
checked. Bonded and insured. 
Call  J. Williams   Management 
at 432-699-2090  M-F  8-4.

LINEMEN/FOREMAN/EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR WANTED,
must have experience. CDL li-
cense required. Top pay. 401K, 
vacation, insurance, uniforms. 
Must pass drug test. DOT 
background review. Apply at 
TESSCO 3217 E. FM 700 be-
tween 8am-4pm or call 
432-263-0633.

LOCAL COMPANY has imme-
diate openings for Class A CDL 
Driver, Blade Operator and 
Dump Truck Driver. Must have 
valid  drivers license and be 
dependable. Apply in person at 
1508 E FM 700 Big Spring, TX. 
79720.

Need CASHIER & STOCKER
for weekends & evening shifts, 
3:00-11:00pm. Must be TBAC 
Certified. Apply at Fast Stop, 
1500 E. 4th St.

NEED CDL Driver- Home 
Nightly, Local Run, Part-time or 
Full-time and Shop hand with 
preferred constructional experi-
ence, Call (432)267-4700.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time employees needed. 
Apply in person at any Shell 
Star Stop in Big Spring. Drug 
Free Environment.

Help Wanted
NEED TRANSPORT/BOBTAIL
Driver    for    fuel    deliveries. 
Excellent Starting Salary all full 
medical benefits paid, retire-
ment plan, vacation and sick 
leave. Must have CDL & good 
driving record. Come by 1st & 
Johnson, Park Fuels/ Chevron, 
Big Spring. (432)263-0033.

NOW HIRING full time/ part 
time employees at WES-T-GO.  
Apply in person, 1800 Gregg.

OFFERING a rare opportunity 
for a Licensed Nursing Facility 
Administrator for Sterling City 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center. This Community offers 
a unique family oriented facility. 
For consideration, please call 
(903)571-3872 You may Fax 
resume to (903)657-8960.

PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is looking to fill the full 
time position of Housekeeper.
Duties include heavy cleaning 
of resident apartments, com-
mon areas, and laundry. A 
positive attitude is a 
must. Please apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MUST BE 
ABLE TO PASS DRUG TEST. 
MAKE UP TO   $12.00   PER  
HOUR. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. 

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SCHOOL BUS Drivers 
needed. Must have CDL with 
Passenger  and  School  Bus 
Endorsements. Competitive 
pay. Fill out application online 
at  bsisd.esc18.net   For further 
info please call (432)264-4108.

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

Help Wanted
SEEKING ACCOUNTING
Clerk- 1yr. accounting experi-
ence or equivalent education 
required. QuickBooks experi-
ence a plus. M-F 8-5. Pay 
DOE. Health, vision, and dental 
ins. 100% paid! EOE. Apply in 
person at 9400 S. Service Rd, 
Coahoma, TX, or call 
432-394-4604.

THE WOOD Group is hiring 
Direct Care Staff for residential 
facility. Weekend (8am to 
8pm) and PRN shifts 
available. To apply visit our 
website at 
www.thewoodgroup.us and fax 
application to 432-263-4334, or 
for questions call 
432-263-2559.

WAREHOUSE DELIVERY for 
Elrod’s.  Some  heavy  lifting 
required. Call (432)267-8491 
Between 9am-10am.

Lost and Found
FOUND: WALMART Money 
card. Call (432)935-8551 to 
claim.

Miscellaneous
ANNUAL YELLOW box shoe 
sale-Merle Norman, Big Spring 
Mall. Sale ends 8-31-11.

DIRECTV SUMMER Special! 
1Year FREE Showtime! 3 mos 
FREE HBO|Starz|Cinemax! 
NFL SUNDAY TICKET Free - 
Choice Ultimate|Premier – 
Pkgs from $29.99/mo.  Call by 
8/15! 1-800-906-9771.

On the Farm
HORSESHOEING
L.C. Trip ‘Gibbs’
(432)213-8635

Master Farrier since 1969

Real Estate for Rent
1 BR and computer room, 1 
bath Cottage House. Fenced, 
storage, stove, refrigerator, 
Cool central air, patio. 
Non-smoking/ pets. $450 
Lease. Credit Qualify. McDon-
ald Realty 432-270-0707.

FOR RENT large 1 bedroom, 
1503 Scurry-B. All bills paid. 
$575. month, $500. deposit. 
Call (432)212-3646.

FOR RENT large 1 bedroom, 
1503 Scurry-B. All bills paid. 
$575. month, $500. deposit. 
Call (432)212-3646.

BUILDING FOR rent @ 1307 
Gregg Street (former Dibrell's 
Gunshop). $450 per month 
and 1 year lease. Contact 
Lucy @ 432-263-5000.

BUILDING FOR rent @ 1309 
Gregg Street. Busy Gregg 
Street location with plenty of 
parking. 4 offices, reception & 
kitchen area, plus storage 
room. $1500 per month and 1 
year lease required. Contact 
Lucy @ 432-263-5000 for more 
information.

BUY/ RENT 2 thru 6 bdrm 
Homes, 24Hr. maintenance, 
Central Heat/Air, Pool, stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, 
Washer/dryer connections, 
also 1 & 2  bdrm Apts, avail-
able,  (432)263-3461-Rosa.

DOWNTOWN LOFT for Rent. 
$1300.00 month, 1 year lease 
required. No pets. Call 
(432)263-6514 Owner/Broker

HOUSE WANTED: Profes-
sional couple seek to rent 
nice 2-3 bedroom home, 
acreage preferred  and  allow  
indoor mature cat. Lease to 
buy a plus. (717)580-8035.

Real Estate for Rent
NOW LEASING 1, 2 & 3 Bdrm 
Apts. Built in microwave, 
full-size Washer & Dryer in-
cluded, private patio/balcony 
w/storage area, playground 
area, fitness center, and com-
munity center. Open 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. Call 
Knollwood Heights 
(432)264-1735.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Sale
2011 JOHNSON- 2/1, 
$25,000..  Call (432)212-3646.

SAND SPRING Location- 3/2, 
Open living, den, dining, 
kitchen, fireplace, 
heated/cooled workshop. Call 
Doris at (432)270-8920 or at 
Home Realtors, 
(432)263-1284.

FORSAN ISD- 815 Angela 
Road. ‘Secluded’- 4/3, 2600 
square feet, 16+ acres, granite 
counter tops, stainless steel 
appliances, hardwood floors. 
$245,000.00.   NO   OWNER 
FINANCE. (432)466-3880.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

LAKE FRONT Home, Lake 
Hinkle Waldron Arkansas. 
$118,000.00. Evenings 
(479)923-4236.

OWNER   FINANCE- 4 Bdrm, 
1 Bath. New paint & flooring, 
New AC.. Nice neighborhood. 
Move in ready. 4207 Dixon. 
$55K. Please call 
325-277-4923.

OWNER   WILL Finance. 
Remodeled 1304 Johnson St., 
3 bdrm, 2 bath.  $2000. down, 
$500.00 month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

Real Estate for Sale
RENT to OWN- 1204 Stanford 
3/1, $5000.00 Down, $468. 
month. Under Remodel. Call 
(432)212-3646.

WATERFRONT  LAKE LBJ in 
granite shoals 700ft open water 
peninsula lot. Approximately 
1.1 acres. Price to sell by 
owner 512-755-1978.

Let Classified Work for You!
Call 263-7331 Today!

Don’t throw those
unwanted items away!

Sell them!
Call

263-7331 and place your
garage sale in the Herald

Classified section and
receive a  Garage sale kit

Free!
Call Today!

“It Pays To Read 
Big Spring Herald

Classifieds”

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2008 Envoy Denali
64K Miles, 

Extra Clean.

2009 Yukon 4X4
All Power. 36K Miles.

2008 Acadia
Diamond White, 

Navigation, DVD, 
Center Captains.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

222258

$19,995

$34,995 $60,995

$14,995

$26,995

2007 Pontiac G-6
60,000 Miles, Leather.

New 2011 Crew 4X4 DMAX
Stk# 1109

Service Bed.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

22
03

52

Mowing, weedeating, haul-
ing, hedge & tree trimmings, 

cleanup of lots, alleys &
 storage buildings.

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561
Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

22
39

13

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Metal Roofs, 

Patch Jobs/Whole Roof 
Metal, Shingle, Tile & Flat, 

Remodeling
FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call
(432) 213-7608
(432) 935-1835 22

33
58

PARTY CATERING & RENTAL

22
36

95TACOS EXPRESS
We do catering for 

$6.00/person with several 
menus to choose from.

We also rent our building for 
parties, showers, anniversaries, 

meetings and reunions.
Rental $175 + $75 cleaning fee
or FREE if we do the catering.

206 S. Main         432-517-9386

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Condition
Units Parts & Pads

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

 CLASSES

22
38

69ArmedForFreedom.Com
Texas Concealed Handgun

Classes
"Repeal that (welfare) law, and you will soon see 
a change in their manners. St. Monday and St. 
Tuesday, will soon cease to be holidays. Six days 
shalt thou labor, though one of the old command-
ments long treated as out of date, will again be 
looked upon as a respectable precept; industry 
will increase, and with it plenty among the lower 
people; their circumstances will mend, and more 
will be done for their happiness by insuring them 
to provide for themselves, than could be done by 
dividing all your estates among them."
       - Benjamin Franklin, letter to Collinson, 1753

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

UPHOLSTERY

22
05

52

J.R.'S 
UPHOLSTERY
Owner-Jim Renfro

Auto Seats • Headliner
Furniture • Airplanes • Church Pews

Material Samples
1709 Runnels St.

(Shop in Back)
432-270-4610

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700

Ashley Special
1/2 Off 1st Month

No Deposit
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted

(432) 263-0732
219048

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

22
07

63

BDA Companies
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
ROOFING - PAINTING

MASTER REMODELER
METAL BUILDINGS

(432) 263-1580
FAX

(432) 263-3711
CELL

(432) 517-0133ROBERT P. SHAFFER
OWNER

LAWN SERVICE

Klean Kut
Lawn Service

Yards, Bushes, Weedeating and
Light Tree Trimming

Call
(432) 264-7126
(432) 638-5640 220982

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-7515
“Se Habla Espanol”
With RAL Approval*

219379

HOME IMPROVEMENT
       CHEROKEE

       REMODELING
Shayne Hudgins
Rendy Feaster

(432) 213-8594 - Shayne
(432) 816-5000 - Rendy
Big Spring and surrounding area = 

Free Estimates
221986

WELDING

22
19

92

L.A. WELDING
SERVICES

P.O. Box 1784
Big Spring, TX 79721

• Rig Welding
• Pipe Welding
• Well Heads

& More

24/7
Service

Lee Alvarado
(432) 816-4688



Dear Annie: A year 
ago, my 73-year-old sis-
ter, “Jenny,” married a 
man she barely knew. 
He had been married 
three times before, and 

she was aware that he 
had problems. Being a 
nurturing person, she 
thought she could help 
him. 

hey live off of his 

Social Security and my 
sister’s pension checks. 

They are now buying 
a house, and her hus-
band has some medical 
expenses, so things are 
tight. In addition, Jenny 
cannot sleep with him 
because he has apnea 
and won’t do anything 
about it. 

He also has an anger 
problem and has yelled 
at Jenny a couple of 
times. He has a sexual 
addiction and has made 

passes at three people I 
know of, including 
Jenny’s granddaughter. 
We haven’t told Jenny 
about that, but her chil-
dren are encouraging 
their mother to leave 
this man. 

Jenny is diabetic and 
has some short-term 
memory loss. We are 
concerned about her 
future. Her husband 
shows signs of wanting 
to isolate her from her 
family and friends. She 

told me she would like 
to get out of this mar-
riage, but he has 
attempted suicide in the 
past, and she feels 
responsible for his safe-
ty. 

Should we tell Jenny 
about his infidelities? 
We don’t really see 
much hope in his chang-
ing. — Worried Sister in 
Memphis

	
Dear Memphis: We 

doubt Jenny will believe 
your accusations or do 
anything about them. 
Instead, help her under-
stand that she is not 
responsible for another 
person’s mental health, 
only her own. However, 
she may be unwilling to 
leave him, regardless of 
his faults, because she 
doesn’t want to be alone. 
Right now, the situation 
seems unpleasant, but 
not threatening. Jenny 
needs her family close 
by to keep an eye on 
things and intercede if 
the relationship deterio-
rates.

	
Dear Annie: I am a 

16-year-old girl and a 
junior in high school. I 
get great grades and am 
athletic and friendly. I 
have a lot of guy friends. 
They are funny and 
relaxed and don’t gossip 
as much as the girls. 

The problem is, I am 
large-breasted, and a lot 
of the guys think that 
when I’m being nice, 
I’m somehow flirting. I 
don’t want to say, “I’m 

not interested in you,” 
because it sounds offen-
sive. But I hate feeling I 
have to hang out with 
guys when I know their 
intentions, and I end up 
miserable waiting for 
them to make a move, 
knowing I’ll have to 
shut them down. 

Lately, when a guy 
asks me to hang out 
with him, I claim to be 
busy. How do I make it 
obvious that I’m not 
interested? I don’t flirt. I 
don’t wear low-cut shirts 
or draw attention to 
myself that way. What 
do I do? — Lost for Words 
in Kentucky

	
Dear Kentucky: High 

school is a testing 
ground for relation-
ships, so consider this 
good practice. When 
guys are attracted to 
you, it helps to decide 
which ones are worth 
your time and how to 
gracefully extricate 
yourself from the oth-
ers. It is generally safer 
to hang out in groups of 
both males and females. 
If you don’t wish to 
spend time with a par-
ticular guy, it’s OK to 
say you are busy or, 
“Thanks, but no.” And 
it is not offensive to tell 
a persistent suitor that 
you just want to be 
friends — please don’t 
be afraid to say so. 

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. 

© 2011 CREATORS.COM
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When Mercury goes retrograde in Virgo, the sign 
he rules, it’s like a football team having the home 
field advantage. His enthusiasm is unbound. 
Familiarity gives him the confidence to pull off his 
more elaborate antics. The usual minor blips that 
happen during a retrograde will be too easy. 
Instead, he’ll attempt an intricately entertaining 
misadventure.  

	
ARIES (March 21-April 19). Those 

who are observant will notice straight 
away: You are different from who you 
were before. You would rather show 
your newfound confidence with action 
than talk about it.

	
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You 

know yourself well. You require a 
degree of challenge in order to stay 
engaged and involved. Another per-
son might get stressed out by the 
stimulus you find comforting. 

	
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You have nothing to 

prove. People react to you the way they do because 
of their deeply rooted attitudes and opinions that 
have very little, if anything, to do with you. 

	
CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’ll try new places, 

things and ideas. This keeps life fresh and excit-
ing. You may spend more money than expected, 

but you won’t regret the expense. It’s the cost of a 
good life.

	
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Opposites don’t really 

attract as often as people say they do. However, 
reacting in an equal and opposite way to the one 
you love will build the relationship now. When the 
other person pushes, you pull back. 

	
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You value your friend-

ships and expect them to take up an appropriate 
amount of space in your life. You have no need for 
overpowering relationships that upset the flow of 
normal life.

	
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Maybe you don’t know 

what to expect, but that hasn’t stopped you before. 
Go forward. You are a beloved child of the universe 
and will be cared for as such.

	
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The way you learn 

grace is to, from time to time, fall from it. Much 
depends on your ability to recover from the tips 
and tumbles that are a normal part of life. 

	
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You won’t give 

in. But the person you’re negotiating with doesn’t 
realize this just yet, so he or she will continue to 
try to sway you with logic, emotional appeals and 
other temptations. 

	

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You will main-
tain the policy that your emotions are no one else’s 
concern. You are so impressively self-contained 
now that you will earn the trust of people you don’t 
even know.

	
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You will give in on 

the small points and validate your loved one with 
your agreement, even when you’re not so sure he is 
right. Your selflessness, loyalty and support are 
commendable. 

	
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Though a certain 

person sees you as attractive in every way, your 
standards for yourself are a bit more stringent. 
You’ve set the bar high, and now you’ll work hard 
to keep it there.

	
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (August 2). No matter 

what you do for a living, this year you will be in the 
business of making people happy. Your intuition is 
honed, and you’ll realize just what it takes to make 
people smile. This month, you’ll spend time with 
those you admire and make some memories. In 
September, you’ll sign an important contract. 
Sagittarius and Virgo people adore you.  Your 
lucky numbers are: 4, 2, 19, 31 and 11.

If you would like to write to Holiday Mathis, please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on “Write the Author” on the Holiday Mathis page, or 
you may send her a postcard in the mail.

© 2011 CREATORS.COM

Holiday

Mathis

By Steve Becker sudoku
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats. 
That means no number is repeated in any row, column or 
box.

Big Spring Herald

Sudoku 9x9 - Puzzle 1 of 5 - Hard

2 3

9 8 5 2

6 7 1

3 7 2 1

2 3

1 8 4 9

7 9 4

6 8 2 9

5 6
www.sudoku-puzzles.net



Today is Tuesday, Aug. 2, the 
214th day of 2011. There are 151 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Aug. 2, 1876, frontiers-
man “Wild Bill” Hickok was 
shot and killed while playing 
poker at a saloon in Deadwood, 
Dakota Territory, by Jack 
McCall, who was later hanged. 
(Legend holds that Hickok died 
holding a pair of aces and a 
pair of eights, now known in 
poker parlance as “the Dead 
Man’s Hand.”)

On this date:
In 1610, during his fourth 

voyage to the Western 
Hemisphere, English explorer 
Henry Hudson sailed into what 
is now known as Hudson Bay.

In 1776, members of the 
Continental Congress began 
attaching their signatures to 
the Declaration of 
Independence.

In 1909, the original Lincoln 
“wheat” penny first went into 
circulation, replacing the 

“Indian Head” cent.
In 1921, a jury in Chicago 

acquitted several former mem-
bers of the Chicago White Sox 
baseball team and two others of 
conspiring to defraud the pub-
lic in the notorious “Black Sox” 
scandal. Opera singer Enrico 
Caruso, 48, died in Naples, 
Italy.

In 1923, the 29th president of 
the United States, Warren G. 
Harding, died in San Francisco; 
Vice President Calvin Coolidge 
became president.

In 1934, German President 
Paul von Hindenburg died, 
paving the way for Adolf 
Hitler’s complete takeover.

In 1943, during World War II, 
Navy boat PT-109, commanded 
by Lt. John F. Kennedy, sank 
after being rammed by the 
Japanese destroyer Amagiri off 
the Solomon Islands.

In 1974, former White House 
counsel John W. Dean III was 
sentenced to one to four years 
in prison for obstruction of jus-
tice in the Watergate coverup. 
(Dean ended up serving four 
months.)

In 1985, 135 people were killed 
when a Delta Air Lines jetliner 
crashed while attempting to 
land at Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport.

In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
seizing control of the oil-rich 
emirate. (The Iraqis were later 
driven out in Operation Desert 
Storm.)

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Sen. Paul Laxalt, R-Nev., is 89. 
Actor Peter O’Toole is 79. Rock 
musician Garth Hudson (The 
Band) is 74. Movie director Wes 
Craven is 72. Singer Kathy 
Lennon (The Lennon Sisters) is 
68. Actor Max Wright is 68. 
Actress Joanna Cassidy is 66. 
Actress Kathryn Harrold is 61. 
Actor Butch Patrick (“The 
Munsters”) is 58. Singer Mojo 
Nixon is 54. Actress Victoria 
Jackson is 52. Actress Apollonia 
is 52. Actress Cynthia Stevenson 
is 49. Actress Mary-Louise 
Parker is 47. 

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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HAGAR

BLONDIE

DENNIS THE MENACE THE FAMILY CIRCUS

SNUFFY SMITH

BEETLE BAILEY

THE OTHER COAST

HI AND LOIS

AGNES

WIZARD OF ID

BC

This Date 
In History

 KMID #
 Midland

 UNI $
 Spanish

 KPEJ %
 Odessa

 KOSA _
 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo

 KWES )
 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta

 KMLM ,
 Odessa

 KPBT `
 Odessa

 KWWT .
 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
 Classics

 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta

 BET :
 Black Ent.

 DISN ;
 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Newswest 9 Married Schwarz (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Little Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

Married Dr. Diana Paid Paid Paid Little

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Newswest 9 
Sunrise

Home Im Brad Arthur Popoff Paid Paid Angel Little SportsCenter 
Life Home Im Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Popoff Oso

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Saved/ Light of the 
Southwest 
Round-Up 
Special

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Chris Mickey SportsCenter 
Wom Saved/ Cat in the Paid Hair Loss Paid Chris Pirates

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Yes, Dear Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

Shark Tribe Breaking 
Bad 

CSI: NY Charmed Bernie Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Yes, Dear Dinosaur Bernie Mickey

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

Quién Tiene The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Vecinos Today Prince McGee Sesame 
Street

Browns Perfect 
Predators

Movie: Mad 
Dog and 
Glory, Bill 
Murray

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Bernie Phineas ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Prince Robinson Payne Bernie Phineas

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Casos de 
Familia

Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Prince Sala Sid Cosby Perfect 
Predators

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Jamie F. Fish SportsCenter 
Divorce Videos Payne Sid Roth WordWrld Cosby Jamie F. Deck

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid Como Dice 
el Dicho

Justice Young & 
Restless

Marina (SS) Rachael Ray Payne House Super Paid Sharkbite 
Beach

Movie: The 
Godfather, 
Part III, Talia 
Shire 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Jamie F. Good ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Browns Swallow Clifford Paid Jamie F. Good 

  :PM
 12 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Rafaela (SS) Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Curious Paid American 
Chopper

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Honey, Lil’ 
Romeo 

Shake It SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Earl Light Ucook Paid Wizards

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Chumney Savor Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Cold Case Shake It Best of SportsCenter 
Jim Bill Cloud Ciao Italia Shake It 1st & 10

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Zacatillo, un The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Jim Light of the 
Southwest 
Round-Up 
Special

Wild Kratt The Tyra 
Show 

American 
Chopper

Ways Die The Closer Game Phineas Scott Van 
Pelt Show

Report
Offi ce Martha Ways Die Game Random Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Electric Lyrics! American 
Chopper

Movie: The 
Godfather, 
James Caan 

Ways Die Law & Order Chris Good SportsNation NFL Live
Jdg Judy Judge Friends WordGirl Lyrics! Ways Die Chris Fish Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Smarter María Ce-
leste

News Raymond Retro Fetch! King Sharkbite 
Summer

Ways Die Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Shake It NASCAR Around
News Inside Ed. Raymond Brad Cyberch’e King Ways Die Wizards Football Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Lopez News Noticias News King Scrivner News 70s Show Day of the 
Shark 3

Ways Die Law & Order Phineas Around SportsCenter 
ABC Notic. Lopez News Noticiero News King Uri Harel Business 70s Show Ways Die Good Luck 

Charlie 
Pardon

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Cuando Me Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld McDonald PBS News-
Hour 

Seinfeld Ultimate Air 
Jaws

Auction Law & Order Football E:60
Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld Cortes Seinfeld Auction NFL Live

  :PM
 7 :30

Wipeout Teresa (SS) Hell’s 
Kitchen 

NCIS  (DVS) Mi Corazón 
Insiste

It’s Worth 
What?

Offi ce Upd Live From 
Lincoln 
Center 

90210 Top Five 
Eaten Alive

Movie: The 
Godfather, 
Part II, Diane 
Keaton 

Auction Rizzoli & 
Isles 

Movie: 
Stomp the 
Yard, Ne-Yo 

Good WNBA 
Basketball: 
Mercury at 
Lynx

World, Poker
Offi ce Alewine Auction Shake It

  :PM
 8 :30

Take the 
Money and

Fuerza-Des-
tino

MasterChef NCIS: Los 
Angeles

Decisiones 
Extr

America’s 
Got Talent 

Offi ce Light of the 
Southwest

Shedding for Killer Sharks Auction Memphis 
Beat 

Movie: Sky 
High 

World, Poker
Offi ce Auction

  :PM
 9 :30

Combat 
Hospital

Aquí y Ahora 
(SS)

Simpsons 48 Hours 
Mystery

La Casa de 
al Lado

Offi ce POV Payne Great White Auction HawthoRNe Born to 
Dance

SportsNation Baseball 
TonightHow I Met Offi ce Browns Auction Phineas

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan Brad Charlie Rose Roseanne Killer Sharks Repo Memphis 
Beat 

The 
Mo’Nique 

Random E:60 SportsCenter 
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman El Cartel II 

(SS)
Jay Leno New Roseanne Repo Phineas

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Para Volver a 
Amar

Law & Order: 
SVU

Lopez 
Tonight

Ministerio-
Vida

World South Pk Great White Ways Die HawthoRNe Wendy Wil-
liams

Wizards World, Poker Baseball
Late Decisiones 

(SS)
Late Night T. Smiley South Pk Movie: The 

Godfather, 
Part II, Diane 
Keaton 

Ways Die Wizards NFL Live

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Destilando 
Amor

Paid Conan Upd (Off Air) Cops Top Five 
Eaten Alive

MAN Franklin & 
Bash 

Movie: 
Honey, Lil’ 
Romeo 

Hannah World, Poker SportsCenter 
Paid Raymond Insider Pagado News Alewine TBA MAN Hannah

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Mujer TMZ Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Paid Shark After 
Dark

Unsolved 
Mysteries

Franklin & 
Bash 

Deck SportsNation SportsCenter 
Paid Mujer King-Hill (:37) Up to 

the Minute
Película Paid Deck

  :AM
 2 :30

(:07) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

Paid The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
American 
Beauty, 
Thora Birch 

Paid Popoff Entourage Cold Case Born to 
Dance

Phineas NASCAR SportsCenter 
RENO 911 Paid Paid Ways Die Phineas Football

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Carson In Touch Paid Paid Paid Movie: 
RoboCop, 
Ronny Cox 

BET Inspira-
tion

Chugging SportsNation SportsCenter 
Cámara Early Tdy Paid Paid Prostate Babar

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Andrew Ga-
briel Roth

Paid Paid Breaking 
Bad 

Paid Paid Oso X Games SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Paid Paid Popoff Jungle
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BEST MATTRESS PRICES
IN THE AREA

Firm

Plush

Extra Plush

Plush Pillowtop

$249

$299
$399
$499

Twin 2 pc Set   $149
Full 2 pc Set      $179

Twin 2 pc Set   $199
Full 2 pc Set      $249

Twin 2 pc Set   $249
Full 2 pc Set      $299
King 3 pc Set    $599

Twin 2 pc Set   $349
Full 2 pc Set      $399
King 3 pc Set    $699

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Where All Of West Texas Comes To Save On Their New Furniture  And Appliances
ALLAN’S GALLERY

202 SCURRY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         267-6278               We’ll Save You Money!

222874
We Are Your BRAND SOURCE

Just Arrived Shipment of La-Z-Boy

SUMMER SIZZLING SALE!
Sofas $299 Recliners $199 Dining Room $88

DOWNTOWN
CAR WASH & DETAIL
Same Location for 31 Years!

1301 E. 4th St.
Cars

$16, $18, $21, $25
Trucks & SUV’s

$25, $30, $35, Get Est.
Detailing
$90-$135

Open Monday
through Saturday 9 am - 5 pm

Call For Personal Service
Bill Chrane  (432) 263-0844  Havacue Lopez

224186

Will pick up and deliver
$5-$8

Bill Chrane

We
Our Customers!

FREE Air!!

Attention
B&R Septic Service

is still in business serving 
Big Spring and Surrounding Areas!

B&R Septic Service
is here to stay!

The rumor that “B&R Septic 
Service is out of business or sold 

out” is incorrect!

We offer:
Septic Pumping Grease Traps

• Septic Installation
• Portable Toilet Leasing

432-213-0897
Brent Hill                          Byron Hill

223576

COWBOYS
Continued from Page 7

leveled a hit that drew some oohs 
and aahs from the crowd.

“He’s raw, he’s got a ways to 
go,” secondary coach Dave Cam-
po said. “He’s not ready to play 
right now, I can tell you that. But 
he’s out there. He’s kind of learn-
ing as he goes.”

Owusu-Ansah’s best abil-
ity is speed. He can cover a lot 
of ground quickly, which is why 
he’s already someone to watch on 
special teams. He averaged 21.7 
yards on 25 kickoff returns last 
season.

A fourth-round pick from Indi-
ana (Pa.) in 2010, his various inju-
ries didn’t give him much chance 
to learn the defense. Less than 
a week into camp, he estimates 
he’s already played more at safety 
than he did all of last season.

Alan Ball was the starting free 
safety last year, and could be a 
last resort this season. How he 
did last year is best summed up 
by the fact the Cowboys want him 
to be their fourth cornerback this 
season. (He can’t practice at any 
position just yet because he was 
a free agent when the lockout be-
gan. He re-signed quickly, but is 
in a holding pattern like all vet-
eran signees.)

MOSS
Continued from Page 7

for second on the career 
list, and he’s also fifth in 
yards (14,858) and tied with 
Hines Ward for eighth in 
receptions (954).

“In a lot of ways, he was 
the Michael Jordan of of-
fenses in our league,” 
Vikings coach Leslie Fra-
zier said. “He was a spe-
cial player for a long, long 
time.”

Those numbers, and his 
status as perhaps the best 
deep threat in NFL histo-

ry, will make him a strong 
candidate for the Hall of 
Fame. 

But voters will also be 
weighing those achieve-
ments and his six Pro Bowl 
seasons against a history 
of mailing in performanc-
es and a reputation as a 
coach killer.

As Moss himself famous-
ly said: “I play when I want 
to play.”

And when he wanted to, 
there was no one better. 
And when he didn’t, there 
was no one more destruc-
tive.

Trouble off the field in 

high school prevented 
Moss from attending Notre 
Dame or Florida State, 
so he landed at Marshall 
and scored 54 touchdowns 
in two electrifying sea-
sons with the Thundering 
Herd.

The character questions 
hurt Moss in the 1998 draft. 
He fell to the Vikings at 
pick No. 21 and he spent 
the next seven years mak-
ing every GM in the league 
who passed on him regret 
it. 

He scored 17 touchdowns 
to help the Vikings reach 
the NFC title  game.

NBA
Continued from Page 7

Players have acknowledged  losses 
but dispute they’re as large as owners 
say, and have balked at the league’s 

desire to institute a hard salary cap, 
slash salaries and reduce the maxi-
mum length of contracts.

That has created the possibility of 
lost games because of a work stoppage 
for only the second time in league his-
tory. The 1998-99 NBA season was re-
duced to 50 games, and players have 

been preparing for the 
potential of something 
similar, with many say-
ing they would consider 
playing overseas to have 
a paycheck.

The NFL is back to 
work after settling 
its lockout that lasted 

about four months without missing 
any regular-season games. A work 
stoppage of similar length guarantees 
the NBA loses games, but the NBA’s 
issues seem to go much deeper than 
the NFL’s.

“From where we sit, we’re looking 
at a league that was the most profit-
able in sports that became more prof-
itable by virtue of concessions from 
their players,” Stern said, “and with 
an average salary of $2 million. 

“Our average salary is 5 million, 
we’re not profitable and we just can’t 
seem to get over the gap that sepa-
rates us.”

The central issue remains the divi-

sion of basketball revenues. Players 
were guaranteed 57 percent under the 
old agreement, and the league says it 
cannot address its losses without a 
significant change to that number.

The players offered a reduction to 
54.3 percent that would have reduced 
their take by about $100 million a year 
— an offer Stern called “modest” — 
and said the owners’ proposal would 
have them well below 40 percent in 
the later years of the deal.

Hunter indicated after the last meet-
ing that the sides might bargain on 
something besides economics when 
they returned, since they couldn’t get 
past that hurdle. 
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