
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Most of the grass in Big 
Spring may have turned 
light brown for the winter, 
but there’s a large patch of 
emerald green turf being 
rolled out at Big Spring High 
School.

Crews are working to install 
artificial turf at the high 
school baseball field, a project 
they say will be complete 
around Jan. 15. That, along 
with other improvements, 
are designed to make the 
field more fan- and player-
friendly.

Steer Park, which if more 
than 60 years old, has been 
in need of renovation for 
several years, officials say. 
The field suffers from severe 
water drainage and erosion 
problems, accessibility issues 
and in general was in need of 
modernization, they claim.

The new turf, which 
covers the infield, cost the 
district around $230,000. 
Initial project estimates, 
including installation costs, 
were estimated at around 
$265,000, but unforeseen 
circumstances drove the final 
bill up to $290,000.

“The restrooms had to 
be made ADA accessible 
and the wheelchair ramps 
had to be modified,” said 
Danny Ferrell, assistant 
superintendent at Big Spring 
Independent School District. 
“That drove the costs up, plus 
the bids for concrete work and 
the architectural bids were 

higher than anticipated.”
Aside from the new turf, 

restrooms and dugouts at 
the field were renovated to 
make them more accessible. 
In addition, the chain link 
backstop will be replaced 
with netting and a concrete 
base and the first base dugout 

will be moved to improve 
fans’ sight lines, Ferrell said.

The district was able to trim 
the final price tag somewhat 
by having BSISD crews 
perform some of the work.

The end result, BSISD 
Athletic Director Phil Ritchey 
said, will be a baseball field 

that both fans and players 
can enjoy.

“It represents what we 
want to stand for,” Ritchey 
said. “We want a first-class 
program, so we’d like a first-
class facility, as well.”

The biggest advantage to an 
artificial surface come from 

increased usage, Ritchey 
said.

“I’ve always liked a turf 
field, just for the continuity of 
the surface if nothing else,” 
he said. “With artificial turf, 
you can play on it whether
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50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAYCOPYRIGHT 2011Volume 106, Number 33

Monday

January 10, 2011

Vicki Slaton

Vicki Slaton Insurance Agency
205 W. 15th • 267-2398

21
73

46 Body Focus Medical Spa
1700 FM 700 • 264-1900

Dr. Steve Ahmed

Mesotherapy
Fat Reduction  Shots
Body Cellulite
Chemical Peel
Restyene with Lidocaine
Lipodissolve
Dysport
Perlane
Juvedern

Microdermabrasion
Wrinkles
Botox
Spider Veins
Latisse
Anti Aging Hormone
  Replacement 
Laser Lipo Suction
HCG For Weight Loss

20
81

08

The Law Offices Of

R. Shane Seaton, PLLC
“Free Initial Consultation On

All Personal Injury Auto
Wreck Cases”

1301 S. Gregg St. • (432) 264-1800

20
65

78

www.Al lAboutHearing4U.com
Every Wednesday • 8am - Noon • Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center • 306 W. 3rd Street

It’s All About Hearing...Better in the New Year
Save 50% Off all In-Stock Digital Hearing Aids

ask about our
90 Days 

Same as Cash Financing!
with approved credit

Comics
Classified
Obituaries
Opinion
Sports

9
6-8

2
4

5, 10

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

Index

Landtroop names Haney southern district director
Special to the Herald

State Rep.-Elect Jim Landtroop has 
named longtime Big Spring resident 
Suzanne Haney as his Southern 
District director for House District 
85.

“Suzanne is highly respected in 
Howard County and Cathy and I are 
honored that she sought this key posi-
tion,” said Landtroop. “Not only has 
Suzanne never met a stranger, but 
her experience in public education 
and faith-based initiatives, partnered 
with her organizational skill, set 

make her the perfect per-
son for this critical role.”

Haney has been a 
Howard County resident 
since 1974 when she moved 
to Big Spring. Being raised 
in a farming family in 
Young County, Haney told 
her mother that she’d 
never marry a farmer but 
she and Rob recently cele-

brated their 40th wedding anniversa-
ry. During her nearly four decades in 
Big Spring, she and Rob, a third-gen-

eration Howard County farmer, 
raised two children, son Paul of Dallas 
and daughter Sarah Haney Maskell of 
St. Cloud, Minn.

Haney taught high school Spanish 
and social studies at Coahoma High 
School for five years before Paul was 
born. Since that time she has been a 
full-time homemaker and volunteer, 
serving her community and church.

She served for more than 25 years 
on the board of directors of the Big 
Spring Symphony Association.

A member of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church for many years, she served as 
choir director, volunteer adult leader 
for the youth of the church and high 
school Sunday school teacher. She 
also led a women’s Bible study. Since 
joining Holy Trinity Catholic Parish,

 Haney again leads a women’s Bible 
study and serves as one of the cantors 
at the Saturday evening mass.

Haney was very involved in the 
local home school group, Big Spring 
Christian Home Educators, when 
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Benefit chili cook-off slated for Jan. 29
Special to the Herald

Cooks from across the area will be con-
cocting some friendly competition Jan. 
29 at the Ninth Annual Children-In-Need 
Chili Cook-off, hosted by the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Aerie 3188 and benefit-
ing West Texas Centers Children-In-
Need fund.

Close to 40 cooks are expected to par-
ticipate in what has become one of the 
more popular chili cook-offs in the re-
gion, West Texas Centers Chief Operat-
ing Officer Landon Sturdivant said.

“The chili cook-off is well-organized 
and competitive, which is important to 
the chili cooks or chili-heads,” Sturdi-
vant said. “It’s also a great deal of fun 

and easy-going enough for people who 
have never tried it before. We try to 
make it a comfortable, family friendly 
event for everyone.”

An extensive list of judges will be on 
hand to critique entries on taste, appear-
ance and aroma, selecting the top 10 for 
awards presentation, Sturdivant said. 

Each of the top 10 cooks will receive a 
plaque recognizing their culinary exper-
tise. 

In addition, one award will be present-
ed for Best of Show.

Team entries are $10 and membership 
is limited to two people. Entry into the 
event is $5 and gives you the opportunity 
to test all the chili available for judging.

Proceeds benefit the Children-In-Need 
fund, which provides money to children 
who may have a special one-time need, 
West Texas Centers CEO Shelley Smith 
said.

“It may be a pair of cleats for softball 
or a calculator for class,” she said. “It’s 
something that a child needs but his or 
her parent cannot afford it at the time.”

 The Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 
No. 3188 raised $10,500 for West Texas 
Centers Children-In-Need benefit fund 
last year, Sturdivant said, “This is a very 
special fund-raising event for needy chil-
dren, as 10 percent of the funds raised 

See CHILI, Page 3

Turf going in at Steer Park
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Crews were busy installing artificial turf at the Big Spring High School baseball field Thursday afternoon. School officials 
estimate the project will be completed by Jan. 15.



to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less and 
possession of a controlled substance (two counts).

• ALEX MARTINEZ RODRIQUEZ, 30, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• ELIX CALVIN MARION, 38, was transferred to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
evading arrest or detention.

• RAYLENE ANGLIN, 30, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
theft by check.

• DON LLOYD BROOKS, 44, was arrested Sunday 
by the HCSO on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• PAULA SUE BAKER, 51, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• RICHARD HARRISON PRICE, 48, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a 
motion to revoke probation for driving while license 
suspended/invalid – enhanced and municipal war-
rants for displaying an expired registration, speed-
ing and failure to maintain financial responsibility 
– second offense.

• VIRGIL C. SPARGO, 54, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on a charge of driving while intoxicat-
ed.

• CELESTE JONES BINGHAM, 46, was arrested 
Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• STEVEN GAMBOA, 27, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on a charge of driving while license 
invalid with a previous conviction or suspension.

• JOSIE D’ANN SHOBER, 30, was arrested Sunday 
by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxicated – 
open container.

• MARTHA FINA LOPEZ, 39, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• ISAAC DANIEL PLATT, 21, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of 
possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of 
marijuana in a drug free zone – two ounces or less.

• ABEL LOZANO TORRES, 22, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on municipal 
warrants for public intoxication and failure to 
appear.

• ROBERT GRANADOS, 18, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
resiting arrest, search or transportation, consump-
tion of alcohol by a minor and possession of mari-
juana – two ounces or less.

• MARCOS MENDEZ, 17, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of con-
sumption of alcohol by a minor and hindering offi-
cers discharging official duties.

• KRISTOPHER WATSON, 20, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

• CHRISTOPHER JACOB HAMILTON, 18, was 
transferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD 
on a charge of harboring a runaway child.

• RUSSELL WAYNE CLAY, 49, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• WILLIAM SAULS, 22, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• LORI BAKER, 18, was transferred to the county 
jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Wood and Sycamore. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of 
Rickabaugh. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 4000 block of 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of 
Driver Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of 
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of 
Baylor. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
Hearn. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of W. 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of 
ValVerde. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1100 block of N. 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• DANNY ZAMBRANO, 41, of 1502 Sycamore, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• VIRGINIA MARTINEZ ZAMBRANO, 40, of 505 
S. Goliad, was arrested Saturday on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• ASHLEY LEE RAMOS, 26, of 505 S. Goliad, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• MICHAEL ANTHONY GOMEZ, 19, of 312 E. 
Davis, was arrested Friday on warrants for driving 
without safety belt and failure to appear (three 
counts).

• ALEX M. RODRIQUEZ, 30, of 1200 Lamar, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• RICARDO MUNOZ GONZALEZ, 43, of 3511 
Sherrod, was arrested Saturday on a warrant for 
interference with an emergency phone call.

• RICHARD HARRISON PRICE, 48, of 1526 E. 17th 
St., was arrested Saturday on warrants for speed-
ing, expired license plate and failure to maintain 
financial responsibility – second offense.

• PAULA SUE BAKER, 51, of 101 E. 16th St., was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• MARTHA FINA LOPEZ, 39, of 411 N. Scurry, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• ISAAC DANIEL PLATT, 21, of 200 E. 11th Place, 
was arrested Sunday on charges of possession of 
marijuana in a drug free zone – two ounces or less 
and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• ABEL LOZANO TORRES, 22, of 1101 S. Runnels, 
was arrested Sunday on warrants for public intoxi-
cation and failure to appear.

• MARCOS MENDEZ III, 17, of 1511 S. Johnson, 
was arrested Sunday on charges of hindering offi-
cers discharging official duties and consumption of 
alcohol by a minor.

• ROBERT KIM GRANADO JR., 18, of 601 S. 
Douglas, was arrested Sunday on charges of resist-
ing arrest, search or transportation, consumption 
of alcohol by a minor and possession of marijuana 
– two ounces or less.

• LORI DANIELLE BAKER, 18, of Midland, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• KRISTOPHER ALLEN WATSON, 20, of Midland, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• WILLIAM OBRIEN SAULS, 22, of Midland, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of possession of mari-
juana – two ounces or less.

• CHRISTOPHER JACOB HAMILTON, 18, of 
Midland, was arrested Sunday on a charge of har-
boring a runaway child.

• RUSSELL WAYNE CLAY, 49, of 1205 S. Lancaster, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1800 
block of Winston.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 1900 block of 
Martin Luther King Blvd.

• BURGLARY was reported in the 1600 block of E. 
FM 700.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 70 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• ABEL VIRGIL, 24, was arrested Friday by the 
HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for posses-
sion of a controlled substance.

• WILLIAM DANE JOHNSON, 19, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on charges of driving while license 
invalid with a previous conviction or suspension, 
bond forfeiture for possession of marijuana – two 
ounces or less and bond forfeiture for driving while 
intoxicated.

• DEMETRIUS LEE LOPEZ, 26, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on a charge of violation of bond or 
protective order.

• DANNY ZAMBRANO, 41, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• TAMMY LOCKHART COKER, 34, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on a charge of assault – physical 
contact.

• ASHLEY LEE RAMOS, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• VIRGINIA MARTINEZ ZAMBRANO, 40, was 
transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD 
on charges of public intoxication and theft by 
check.

• JOE L. BERNAL, 49, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated – third or more offense.

• ELIDA H. HERNANDEZ, 52, was transferred to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• RICARDO MUNOZ GONZALEZ, 43, was arrest-
ed Saturday by DPS on charges of driving while 
intoxicated and interfering with an emergency 
phone call.

• MICHAEL ANTHONY GOMEZ, 19, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
charges of theft of a firearm and possession of a 
controlled substance and municipal warrants for 
failure to appear (two counts), violation of a prom-
ise to appear and no seat belt – driver.

• PATRICK MATTHEW RIOS, 18, was transferred 

Joe E. Fortson
America lost another of its’ 

heroes Jan. 6, 2011, when Joe E. 
Fortson of Lubbock left for his 
Heavenly reward.

Joe was born May 12, 1921, in 
Brownwood County to Asa L. and 
Laura Fortson. He spent his early 
childhood and teen years in Melvin, 
attending Melvin schools and 
working on the family farm.

On Oct. 30, 1940, Joe enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps. Prior to leav-

ing for his service, he met Mary Ama Brown while 
attending the Vincent Baptist Church. Through 
correspondence their love blossomed.

He was an in flight mechanic on C-47 transport 
planes based throughout the Philippine Islands. 
His planes transported American soldiers, Japanese 
prisoners, fuel, supplies and even live donkeys. At 
the end of his service he was awarded four bronze 
stars and the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Upon fulfilling his duties to his country he 
returned Big Spring to marry his true love, Mary 
Ama Brown. Together they raised three children 
David Ben, Dwight Loris and Karen Elizabeth 
Fortson while working for the U.S. Postal Service 
until his retirement in 1978.

Joe and Mary Fortson moved to Lubbock in 1991 
where he and his wife of 65 years, Mary, enjoyed 
attending and serving Southcrest Baptist Church 
where he served as a deacon. Joe felt it his mission 
to spend time visiting with the elderly, shut-ins and 
less fortunate. He also spent many hours serving 
the community by delivering Meals-On-Wheels. He 
was a Knights Templar member and a Blue Lodge 
Member of the Masonic Lodge(AF &AM) of Texas. 
He was also a member of the VFW and the American 
Legion.

Joe was a dedicated Christian that will be remem-
bered for his willingness to talk about his Lord and 
share his faith. He loved his church, his country 
and his family. His family will miss his quick wit 
and sense of humor.

Joe is survived by his brother, Ray Fortson of Big 
Spring; sons, David and his wife, C.J., of Fruita, 
Colo., Dwight and his wife, Suzan, of Fort Worth; 
his daughter, Karen Barber and her husband, 
Craig, of Edmond, Okla.; and four grandchildren, 
Jennifer Fortson, Zachary Fortson, Carrie Barber 
and Mari Barber.

Services for Mr. Fortson were set for 11 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 10, 2011, at Southcrest Baptist Church. 
Interment will follow in Trinity Memorial Park in 
Big Spring at 3:30 p.m. Rix Funeral Directors of 
Lubbock has charge of arrangements.

Paid obituary

Bob Miears
Bob Miears, 67, of Big Spring 

died Sunday, Jan. 9, 2011, at his 
residence. Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 12, 
2011, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel with Chaplain 
Dean Thomas officiating. Interment 
will follow at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

The family will receive friends 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
11, 2011, at the funeral home.

He was born Dec. 11, 1943, in Big Spring. Bob was 
a 1963 graduate of Big Spring High School. He was 
a sergeant in the United States Army, serving with 
the 1st Infantry Division. While serving in Vietnam, 
he was awarded the Combat Infantry Badge, the 
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and the Air Medal. 
He worked as a maintenance supervisor at Big 
Spring State Hospital for 20 years, retiring 2006.

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law, 
Bryan and Cori Miears of San Angelo; two daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Dawn and Doug Tounget of 
Bronte and Terri and Michael Yanez of Big Spring; 
one brother and sister-in-law, Gary and Bonnie 
Miears of Big Spring; eight grandchildren; and one 
great-granddaughter.

He was preceded in death by his parents, D.J. and 
Effie Miears.

The family suggests memorials be made to 
American Cancer Society, c/o Carolyn Brooks, P.O. 
Box 2121, Big Spring 79721-2121 or to a military 
organization of choice.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com
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go directly to helping 
children with special 
needs.”

 “The Fraternal Order 
of Eagles Aerie No. 3188 
Chili Cook-off is our 
main source of fund-
ing for the Children-In-
Need fund,” Smith said. 
“Before they started the 
chili cook-off nine years 
ago, we had run out of 
options. They have been 
a true blessing.”

Cooking begins at 8 
a.m. with judging sched-
uled for 11:30 a.m. Tick-
ets will be available at 
the door.

For more information, 
contact Sturdivant at 
(432) 264-3247 or landon.
sturdivant@wtcmhmr.
org

TURF
Continued from Page 1

it’s raining or sleeting or 
if there’s a sandstorm … 
and the surface will still 

be nice to play on. And 
temperature doesn’t 
effect it, either. I can tell 
you right now that our 
grass practice fields are  
like cement.”

Improving the baseball 
field also puts BSISD 

in the running when 
it comes to hosting 
baseball tournaments 
and playoff games.

“No question about 
that,” Rithcey said. 
“We’ll host a baseball 
tournament this year 

… and word will spread 
that it is a very nice 
place to play.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by 
e-mail at reporter@

bigspringherald.com

HANEY
Continued from Page 1

her daughter Sarah was 
at home.

In 1997, Suzanne and 
Rob served as the chair-
ing couple for the first 
local committee of 
Young Life, a non-
denominational minis-

try for teenagers.
Her interest in politics 

led her to attend the 
State Republican Party 
convention in Fort 
Worth in 1998 and in 
Houston in 2008. In the 
fall of 2006,

Haney served as 
Landtroop’s Howard 
County campaign chair-
man during his first bid 
for state representative 
in District 85. 

Suzanne again served 
Landtroop in that capac-
ity in his victorious bid 
in 2010. Haney is a mem-
ber of the Howard 
County Republicans 
and is an active Tea 
Party leader.

“We need elected offi-
cials who have a respect 
for agriculture because 
that industry is still the 
backbone of Texas,” 
Haney said. “Electronics 

are important until you 
get hungry or your blue 
jeans wear out! Jim 
Landtroop values agri-
culture and our West 
Texas producers.”

Haney went on to say, 
“When Jim first ran for 
state representative in 
2006, our family had a 
chance to get to know 
him, Cathy and the kids. 
Our daughter Sarah 
helped watch their chil-

dren while they were on 
the campaign trail up 
and down U.S. Highway 
87. They are a fine fam-
ily with true Christian, 
conservative values. It 
is indeed an honor to 
serve them as their 
Southern District direc-
tor.”

Haney can be reached 
online at suzanne@jim-
landtroop.com or by 
phone at 432-517-9894.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

1/12

43/22
Mostly
Cloudy.
Highs in the
low 40s and
lows in the
low 20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
6:01 PM

Thu

1/13

54/28
Sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
6:02 PM

Fri

1/14

62/34
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
low 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:48 AM

Sunset:
6:03 PM

Sat

1/15

64/36
Partly
cloudy.
Highs in the
mid 60s and
lows in the
mid 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:04 PM

Sun

1/16

63/33
Plenty of
sun. Highs in
the low 60s
and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
6:05 PM

Brownsville
57/48

Houston

49/36

Austin
42/30

Dallas
40/30

El Paso
51/29

Amarillo
40/18

San Antonio
46/34

Big Spring

43/22

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 39 24 cloudy Kingsville 51 39 cloudy
Amarillo 40 18 cloudy Livingston 49 31 pt sunny
Austin 42 30 cloudy Longview 41 29 pt sunny
Beaumont 51 34 mst sunny Lubbock 40 17 cloudy
Brownsville 57 48 cloudy Lufkin 49 31 pt sunny
Brownwood 41 28 cloudy Midland 42 24 cloudy
Corpus Christi 49 40 cloudy Raymondville 54 43 cloudy
Corsicana 40 30 cloudy Rosenberg 49 35 pt sunny
Dallas 40 30 cloudy San Antonio 46 34 cloudy
Del Rio 47 31 cloudy San Marcos 43 30 cloudy
El Paso 51 29 cloudy Sulphur Springs 38 28 cloudy
Fort Stockton 42 27 cloudy Sweetwater 40 24 cloudy
Gainesville 37 22 cloudy Tyler 40 28 pt sunny
Greenville 37 25 cloudy Weatherford 39 24 cloudy
Houston 49 36 pt sunny Wichita Falls 40 22 cloudy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 32 19 mst sunny Minneapolis 20 5 sn shower
Boston 35 24 snow New York 33 23 snow
Chicago 25 12 sn shower Phoenix 66 42 pt sunny
Dallas 40 30 cloudy San Francisco 61 53 pt sunny
Denver 36 25 pt sunny Seattle 44 41 mixed
Houston 49 36 pt sunny St. Louis 20 8 cloudy
Los Angeles 68 48 sunny Washington, DC 37 25 pt sunny
Miami 70 55 rain

Moon Phases

New
Jan 4

First
Jan 12

Full
Jan 19

Last
Jan 26

UV Index

Wed

1/12
2

Low

Thu

1/13
4

Moderate

Fri

1/14
4

Moderate

Sat

1/15
4

Moderate

Sun

1/16
4

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Support Groups Lottery
None of the tickets 

sold for the Powerball 
game Saturday evening 
matched all six numbers 
drawn, which were:

06-07-26-33-52
Powerball: 24
Power Play: 2
Players matching all 

five numbers and the 
Powerball would have 
won or shared the $51 
million jackpot. The 
prize goes to an esti-
mated $67 million for 
Wednesday.

The winning num-
bers drawn in the Lotto 
Texas drawing Saturday 
night:

15-17-26-34-35-50
Estimated jackpot: $14 

Million
Next Lotto Texas game: 

Wednesday night.

The winning Cash 
Five numbers drawn 
Saturday by the Tex-
as Lottery:

2-13-25-26-30

The winning Daily 4 
numbers drawn Satur-
day night, in order:

8-4-1-7. Sum It Up: 20.

The winning Pick 3 
numbers drawn Satur-
day night, in order:

5-8-1. Sum It Up: 14.

MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month.

For more information, call Nancy Hale at 398-
5239.

• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, noon-1 p.m., 615 Settles.

•  Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting, 8-9 p.m., 
fourth floor, VA Medical Center.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 
5:30 p.m. at the First Christian Church at 10th and 
Goliad for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
Call 213-1342 or 263-6819.

TUESDAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 
p.m.; closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

APRIL CASTRO
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Republican Rep. 
Beverley Woolley has heard the 
threats and seen the television 
ads warning her that support-
ing Joe Straus for speaker of the 
Texas House could cost her re-
election.

Still, she’s standing by him.
“I’ve got broad shoulders,” she 

joked, acknowledging the bar-
rage of attacks from conservative 
groups.

Woolley, who last month 
pledged to support the speaker, 
has been on the receiving end of 
a grassroots, conservative effort 
to oust Straus. Activists claim 
he is too moderate for the newly 
minted GOP supermajority in 
the House.

The 150-member chamber will 
elect their presiding officer on 
Tuesday, at the beginning of the 
140-day legislative session. Re-
publican Reps. Ken Paxton and 
Warren Chisum are challenging 
Straus for the job. The speaker 
sets the agenda and controls 
which bills are taken up. In terms 
of political influence, the House 
speaker is on par with the gover-
nor and lieutenant governor.

House Republicans have sched-
uled a caucus meeting for Mon-
day, the day before the session 
begins, to take a nonbinding 
vote. Caucus votes are tradition-

ally not part of the speaker elec-
tion process, but conservatives 
hope to build momentum for a 
new speaker. Straus insists he 
has the votes to win another term 
and has released the names of 122 
members who had pledged their 
support to him, much more than 
the 76 majority he needs to win. 
But the list came out before con-
servatives turned up the pres-
sure.

One Straus foe, a group called 
Women on the Wall, is running 
anti-Straus television ads in 
Houston and Dallas. Portraying 
the race as the “Speaker Show-
down,” they warn local lawmak-
ers like Woolley that the choice 
is a “conservative speaker or 
your seat.”

Several other groups have put 
lawmakers on notice that their 
vote for speaker will weigh heav-
ily when their end-of-session 
scorecards come out. Last week, 
a conservative-leaning watchdog 
group filed an ethics complaint 
against Straus, alleging that he 
unlawfully accepted campaign 
contributions and failed to dis-
close required details.

With congressional redistrict-
ing on the agenda for the legis-
lative session, the race has even 
drawn in national figures such 
as former Arkansas governor-
turned-pundit Mike Huckabee 
and former U.N. Ambassador 

John Bolton, who both endorsed 
Paxton.

“Outside lobbying groups be-
gan to realize that in places like 
Texas, the speaker can exercise 
so much power, it’s very cost ef-
ficient to get involved in speaker 
races,” said Michael Phillips, a 
government professor at Collin 
College who has written a book 
about the office of Texas speak-
er.

The Texas Alliance for Life en-
dorsed Paxton, claiming Straus 
isn’t “committed to allowing the 
pro-life legislation to pass, in 
particular, defunding Planned 
Parenthood,” said Joe Pojman, 
executive director of the anti-
abortion group.

“It’s been amazing,” said Pax-
ton, 48, who says 17 House mem-
bers have publicly pledged their 
support to him. “I’ve never seen 
an issue in the state that’s gener-
ated this much interest from Re-
publican voters.”

Straus was elevated to the seat 
two years ago with the help of 
Democrats. At that time, the 
House was still controlled by Re-
publicans, but with a 76-74 split, 
they only held a two-seat major-
ity. Then Straus was seen as a bi-
partisan leader and did not wield 
the seat’s power like his predeces-
sor, former Speaker Tom Crad-
dick, who was ousted because of 
his bruising leadership style.

Straus fighting conservative wave to keep seat 
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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End greed, invest in economy

Governator flubbed his exit

A
s a business owner who 
has created hundreds of 
jobs over the past two 
decades, I understand 

economic policies that build sus-
tainable growth. Yet the billions 
in tax cuts for the wealthy just 
signed into law compromise our 
shared future.

The promise of 
“trickle down” 
economics has 
failed. When 
recent studies 
suggest that 1 in 3 
working families 
are near poverty, 
it defies common 
sense that some 
elected officials 
have prioritized 
giveaways to the 
wealthy. This 
greed and excess 
is what got us into the worst 
economic recession since the 
Great Depression. It defies good 
business and core American 
values to pass this burden on to 
increasingly vulnerable working 
families, and to our children and 
grandchildren.

How much more damage to 
the middle class can the country 
endure?

It’s clear that our political lead-
ers need to shift course in order 
to build a healthy economy. We 
need to put aside the myths and 
rationalizations that excuse the 
unprecedented greed the last 
decade has witnessed. We need 
to have a basic sense of decency 
and focus on policies that benefit 
us all.

It’s pretty simple, when Main 
Street consumers are doing bet-
ter, we all do better. Or, as the 
South Carolina Small Business 
Chamber of Commerce recently 
said, “We need customers, not 
tax breaks.”

I started my business in the 
difficult 1989 economy and sus-
tained other recessions. I know 
that it’s the customers that drive 
economic prosperity.

With millions of Americans 

out of work, giving tax cuts to 
the wealthiest few is the wrong 
strategy.

At one time I paid more in 
taxes, because I was making 
more. This is appropriate, since 
a strong economy is built upon 
creating economic gains for all 
Americans, not just a privileged 
few.

It takes positive values to 
build healthy families and com-
munities. When we built our 
manufacturing plant in North 
Carolina, we invested in envi-
ronmentally sustainable practic-
es, built an industry-leading day 
care center, a health-conscious 
café, employee gym and respon-
sible health care for our over 600 
employees.

These were expenses our 
competitors were not taking on, 
but we knew that by making up-
front investments in our people 
we would all benefit over the 
long term.

As a country we have forgot-
ten our own history. Public 
investments like the GI Bill, the 
interstate highway system and 
university research grants have 
provided the environment where 
some of the world’s most inno-
vative entrepreneurs had the 
opportunity to build businesses. 
That’s what makes America 
great, not greed.

We must recommit ourselves 
to the foundation of healthy and 
prosperous communities where 
everyone has an equal opportu-
nity to succeed. The anger that 
excludes or divides us is not 
what has made America strong.

A healthy economy includes 
all people and helps build a foun-
dation for public spaces, civil 
discourse, religious freedom and 
an environment that sustains 
creativity, innovation and peace.

We now face urgent economic 
and environmental challenges 
that will determine our global 
competitiveness and quality of 
life for generations.

Patriotism comes from a will-
ingness to share responsibility, 

to support our shared interests 
and to invest in creating oppor-
tunities for all through educa-
tion, technology and infrastruc-
ture.

Politicians risk too much when 
they focus on short-term wins at 
the expense of the real needs and 
interests of so many Americans 
who want to work, serve their 
country and live comfortable 
lives with their families. We 
must remember this as we look 
ahead to comprehensive tax code 
reform, deficit reduction and 
smart investments in our com-
mon future.

The recent failure of leader-
ship, those who have sided with 
the wealthy people who fund 
their re-election campaigns is 
shameful. They have failed true 
family values and have not re-
sponded quickly to the millions 
of struggling Americans who 
have lost their jobs or are just 
getting by. This threatens our 
shared prosperity.

That’s why I joined hundreds 
of other business people and 
tens of thousands of individuals 
in signing petitions against the 
high-end tax cuts.

As we enter into this New Year 
we must commit to a healthy 
economy, where Main Street 
Americans have jobs and money 
to spend. This will take invest-
ment, not tax cuts.

We must put an end to the 
greed and excess that got us 
into this economic crisis. It will 
require sacrifice from each of us 
and require historic leadership 
with integrity.

If our political leaders don’t 
understand that, then it’s time 
we find some who do.

Mitchell Gold is co-founder of 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams, 
a $100 million home-furnishings 
brand he and business partner 
Bob Williams started in 1989 with 
an investment of $60,000. He is a 
member of Wealth For Common 
Good and founder of Faith In 
America.

I
n his last remaining hours 
as California governor, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger issued 
three sentence commuta-

tions. The most notable went 
to the son of former Assembly 
Speaker Fabian Nunez, Esteban 
Nunez, who is 
serving time for 
voluntary man-
slaughter.

Esteban Nunez’s 
legal problems 
began in San 
Diego on Oct. 4, 
2008. After Nunez, 
then 19, and some 
friends were not 
admitted to a fra-
ternity party, they 
went looking for a 
fight. They found a 
group of students 
who also had been drinking. 
After a short but fatal clash, Luis 
Dos Santos, 22, lay dying.

Schwarzenegger wrote that he 
reduced Nunez’s sentence from 
16 years to seven years because 
Nunez was not “the actual 
killer” and his sentence was 
“disproportionate” in that it was 
the same term given to Nunez’s 
friend, Ryan Jett, “despite the 
evidence that Jett was a leader 
and instigator” who stabbed San-
tos in the heart. Also, Nunez had 
no criminal history, while Jett 
was a convicted felon out on pro-
bation at the time of the crime.

Schwarzenegger overlooked 
a few items. First, the sentence 

was the result of a plea agree-
ment. Nunez knew that in plead-
ing guilty, he could face as much 
as 16 years behind bars. By 
agreeing to this deal, he avoided 
a jury trial that could have put 
him in prison for life.

Second, while Nunez was not 
Santos’ killer, he was carrying a 
knife, which he used to stab two 
of Santos’ friends, one of them in 
the stomach.

As Santos lay dying, Nunez, 
Jett and two friends — who 
didn’t stab anyone, but pleaded 
guilty to lesser charges — could 
have called for an ambulance. 
Instead, they ran — all the way 
to Sacramento.

Then they tried to cover up 
their crime.

Nunez’s attorney Brad Pat-
ton has argued that a San Diego 
judge meted out an excessive 
sentence to a “19-year-old drunk 
kid” with no prior criminal 
record but an excess of “college-
age bravado.” Patton added, 
“Santos and his friends were 
instigators as well.”

Fred Santos of Concord will 
have none of that. Jett, Nunez 
and company, he told me, were 
“looking for trouble” — which 
is why three of them carried 
knives — while his son’s group 
was unarmed. “This was a delib-
erate act.”

Patton also argued that if 
Nunez didn’t have a big-shot 
father, he’d have received a 
shorter sentence. I am skepti-

cal, but I do think that if Nunez 
didn’t have a politically power-
ful father — who now is a po-
litical operative in a firm with 
Schwarzenegger guru Adam 
Mendelsohn — his sentence 
never would have attracted 
Schwarzenegger’s attention.

I’ve been a huge proponent of 
the use of the political pardon: 
I don’t think it is used enough. 
And I agree with political sci-
ence professor and Pardon 
Power blogger P.S. Ruckman, 
who noted that famous people, 
relatives and political support-
ers “deserve fair consideration, 
too.”

That said, if an executive 
rarely uses his pardon power, 
yet magically manifests outrage 
over “excessive” sentences only 
for the scion of a fellow big shot 
and buddy, and he doesn’t issue 
a commutation until he is on his 
way out the door, there will be 
hell to pay.

Schwarzenegger didn’t even 
bother calling the Santos family 
first. “He knows this was a bad 
move,” Santos told me. “That’s 
why they did it how they did 
it. They did it in a very sneaky 
way.”

He started office with such 
promise. But he exited like a con 
man on the run.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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T
he 112th Congress opened Wednesday, but 
Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., who will head 
the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, opened for business 

early. Literally.
Over the past two weeks, Mr. Issa sent letters to 

more than 150 businesses, trade associations and 
think tanks asking for their help in “identifying 
existing and proposed regulations that have nega-
tively impacted job growth in your members’ in-
dustry.”

Imagine if committee chairmen of the past had 
been as farsighted as Mr. Issa. Those job-killing 
regulations against child labor and 60-hour work-
weeks might have been stopped. The dioxin indus-
try might still be thriving.

Thus, a theme emerges for the Republican-led 
House: Not just a meaningless vote on Jan. 12 
(Rush Limbaugh’s 60th birthday!) to overturn the 
health care reform law, but an ongoing crusade to 
nowhere on behalf of poor, helpless corporate in-
terests.

Republicans won back control of the House, so 
they call the tune. Republican orthodoxy holds 
that regulations almost always are unnecessary. 
The market will cure all problems.

Never mind that it was a lack of effective regu-
lation that contributed to the meltdown of the fi-
nancial market in 2008. Republicans already are 
threatening to cut off funding to the 11 agencies 
involved in enforcing the Dodd-Frank financial 
reform act.

Last month, Spencer Bachus, the Alabama Re-
publican who will head the House Financial Ser-
vices Committee, told his home state’s Birming-
ham News, “In Washington, the view is that the 
banks are to be regulated, and my view is that 
Washington and the regulators are there to serve 
the banks.”

You could almost give Mr. Bachus points for 
honesty, except he later amended his remarks to 
say that regulators should set the parameters in 
which banks operate but not micromanage them.

How about this for a parameter: A bank trading 
derivatives should not lend 30 times more money 
than it has on hand. Higher capital requirements 
are part of Dodd-Frank, but Republicans think the 
rules are too onerous.

Mr. Issa seems to be particularly irked with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, citing limits 
on water runoff from construction sites that he 
says will cost $810.8 million, resulting in the clo-
sure of 147 construction firms and the loss of 7,257 
jobs.

This actually is a good example of an obscure fed-
eral regulation that does, in fact, affect business 
practices, but which also is aimed at correcting a 
problem. How big is the problem? That depends on 
your point of view.

As surface water drains from construction sites, 
it can pick up hazardous chemicals, debris and 
sediment that are then carried to streams, rivers 
and lakes — ultimately affecting aquatic habitats 
and impeding waterways.

Before last Feb. 1, only large construction sites 
— five acres or more — were required to obtain 
EPA permits and to implement measures to con-
tain runoff. The new regulations extend the re-
quirements to smaller construction jobs, mostly 
homes. Homebuilding is an industry that hardly 
needs any new costs.

But the EPA regulations are 64 pages long and 
go into elaborate detail about their financial im-
pact. For a median-sized home on a median-sized 
lot, complying with the regulations would add $29 
a month to the mortgage.

That will cost a few jobs. A few fewer homes will 
be sold. But water will be cleaner.

Politics are about trade-offs, but the system 
doesn’t work when you spend all your time pos-
turing.

The Post-Dispatch

St. Louis

GOP House opens for 
business in a big way

A Small Prayer

May we always have an open exchange with You, 
Lord.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Sports in brief
Baseball booster club meeting

The Big Spring High School baseball booster club 
will conduct a meeting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Athletic Training Center. If there are any ques-
tions, call Denise Carillo at 432-816-1685. 

Men’s city bowling tournament 
This tournament takes place Jan. 23-24 at Bowl-A-

Rama in Big Spring. 
The entry forms are to be turned in by Jan. 17. 

Entry forms can be picked up at the Bowl-A-Rama. 
The local USBC Chapter is donating $150 to the 
prize fund. 

For more information on the men’s city bowling 
tournament, contact Diana Ewing at 432-816-7631, 
Claud Fryar at 432-517-0475, or Sheila Armstrong at 
432-270-7596. 

2011 MAYB River City Shootout 
Registration is ongoing for the 2011 MAYB 

River City Shootout Basketball Tournament to 

take place on Feb. 19-20. The tournament is for 

boys and girls, grades 3 through 8. Please e-mail 

wardca@yahoo.com or call (979) 417-3721 for 

additional information. Online registration is 

available at www.otcybc.com.

Ravens-Steelers part 3 upcoming
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Get ready for Ravens-Steelers 
III.

The Baltimore Ravens set up what figures to be 
a crunching third meeting with AFC North rival 
Pittsburgh when they beat the Kansas City Chiefs 
30-7 in Sunday’s wild-card game. Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh finished tied atop the division at 12-4, 
with the Steelers holding the tiebreaker and get-
ting a bye.

They split two bone-crushing games during the 
season, with the Ravens winning 17-14 at Pittsburgh 

in Week 4, the last game of Steelers quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger’s suspension. The Steelers took 
the rematch in one of 2010’s showcase games, a 13-
10 outcome that turned on safety Troy Polamalu’s 
sensational forced fumble.

A veteran playoff team that has won four of its last 
five postseason road games, the Ravens completely 
shut down AFC West champion Kansas City’s pass-
ing game and forced five turnovers. They won’t 
be intimidated in the least by a trip to Heinz Field 
next Saturday.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” said Joe Flacco, who 

threw for two touchdowns. “This is going to be the 
second time in my career that we’ve played them 
three times in a season. And those games are al-
ways a lot of fun. We’re going to go up there and 
give it our best.”

The Chiefs have lost seven straight postseason 
games, a league record that dates back to the 1993 
season.

“We turned the ball over and that’s not character-
istic of us,” Pro Bowl left guard Brian Waters said.

See PART 3, Page 10

HERALD Photo/Tony Claxton

Devon Davis-Locke (left) stands with Big Spring head football coach Phillip Ritchey holding the 
Antwoyne Edwards Memorial Award at the Big Spring High School Fall Athletics Banquet Saturday 
night. The award is not given to the most high-profile player, but it is given to a team player who 
exemplifies hard work and other traits helpful to his team.

HERALD Photo/Tony Claxton

Parents and supporters gather for the Big Spring High School Fall Athletics Banquet Saturday in the 
high school cafeteria. 

Seattle shocks 
champion Saints 
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Pete Car-
roll never appears calm 
about anything. He 
speaks like he’s stuck in 
fast-forward and stalks 
the sideline with a bun-
dle of youthful energy.

So maybe the Sea-
hawks’ first-year coach 
caught himself by sur-
prise with how mellow 
he was in the minutes 
after Seattle shocked 
the rest of football with 
its stunning upset of the 
defending Super Bowl 
champions.

“It’s funny I’m so 
calm about this. You’d 
all think that I’d be all 
pumped up and jacked 
up, but there is just a 
calm about it,” Carroll 
said. “I’m just so proud 
to be part of this thing 
and see these guys come 
through like this and 
we’re done; we’re talk-
ing about next week al-
ready.”

The reason Seattle is 
talking about a trip to 
the divisional round of 
the playoffs is almost as 
shocking as its 41-36 up-
set of the New Orleans 
Saints on Saturday. The 
Seahawks didn’t just 
beat New Orleans. This 
wasn’t a fluky victory 
based on external forces 
like weather or a long 
list of Saints mistakes.

The Seahawks (8-9) 
somehow managed to 
win a shootout against 
New Orleans. Matt 

Hasselbeck threw four 
touchdowns in one of 
the finest performances 
of his career, and Mar-
shawn Lynch capped 
the upset with an elec-
trifying 67-yard touch-
down run that was go-
ing viral on the Internet 
after Lynch shed at least 
a half-dozen tacklers on 
his way to the end zone.

It all seemed so un-
likely — the first divi-
sion champs in league 
history with a losing 
record, and a 10-point 
home underdog, booting 
the reigning champs out 
of the playoffs. But hav-
ing served as the punch 
line of the playoffs for a 
week, the Seahawks did 
more than just validate 
their place in the post-
season.

“We just beat the 
world champs and that’s 
a great feeling,” Has-
selbeck said. “And we 
worked hard to do it. 
It wasn’t like it kind of 
happened. We worked 
hard this week, and we 
prepared, and we be-
lieved and we laid it on 
the line.”

The Seahawks spent 
Sunday waiting to find 
out where they’d be go-
ing for the divisional 
round, a trip no one just 
days earlier thought 
Seattle would be book-
ing. If Philadelphia won 
Sunday afternoon, the

See SEAHAWKS, Page 10

Nnamdi Asomugha’s record 
contract with Raiders voids
The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. — 
The final year in Nnam-
di Asomugha’s record 
contract with the Oak-
land Raiders is no lon-
ger in force because the 
Pro Bowl cornerback 
didn’t reach certain in-
centives.

Raiders senior execu-
tive John Herrera con-
firmed Sunday that the 
contract was voided, 
making Asomugha a 
free agent. ESPN first re-
ported the development.

Asomugha signed a 
$45.3 million, three-year 
contract in February 
2009 that made him the 
highest paid defensive 
back in NFL history. He 
was paid $28.5 million in 
the first two years of the 
contract.

The Raiders had an 

option for 2011, which 
would be worth either 
$16.8 million or the 
amount of the quar-
terback franchise tag, 
whichever is greater.

Asomugha’s contract 
had a clause that said 
his contract would be 
voided if he didn’t par-
ticipate in more plays 
in 2010 than the previ-
ous year or improve his 
interception, fumble re-
covery or sack totals.

Asomugha missed two 
games with a sprained 
ankle so did not reach 
the playing time incen-
tive. He also had no 
interceptions, fumble 
recovery or sacks. He 
had one interception, 
no fumble recoveries 
and no sacks in 2009.

See RAIDERS, Page 10
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Cemetery Lots
CEMETERY LOTS #2 & 3 at 
Olivet, $1700 each. Call 
(432)528-8233.

Help Wanted
$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

Our employees are our great-
est asset, providing flexible 
schedules and an attractive 
benefits packet.

Currently hiring the following 
positions:

Certified Nurse Aides
2pm-10pm, 

Several Positions
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
Please contact 

Katee Rubio, HR Director
kmrubio@sears-methodist.com

ADVERTISING SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

The  Big   Spring   Herald   is 
looking  for  an Individual  to 
sell The Living Magazine.
If you like people, have sales 

experience (advertise sales a 
plus), are a team player, have 
dependable transportation, are 
organized,  pay  attention to 
details, are creative, and like to 
make money, we want to talk 
to you. We offer  benefits, paid 
vacation, mileage reimburse-
ment,   base   salary   plus 
commission.

Apply in person at
710 Scurry 

send resume to:
Big Spring Herald Advertising

P.O. Box 1431
Big Spring, TX 79721
or email resume to:

rick@
thebigspringherald.com

Attention Permian Basin 
Residents- The PBRPC Has 
received  funding  to provide 
vocational training for green 
occupations.   Training  is 
available in HVAC,  Wind 
Technology,  and   Home 
Building Performance. Classes 
will begin soon and 100% of all 
fees are paid. Apply at 
http://
popnarc.macrointernational.
com/permianprescreen.cfm 
or call 432-262-4915 to see if 
you qualify. EEO Employer, 
auxiliary aides available.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

Help Wanted
CARING HEARTS Home 
Health will be taking applica-
tions for a  Clerical Position. 
Extensive Computer and Home 
Health knowledge desired. 
Come by 1900 Scurry. 

COASTAL TRANSPORT
We are now hiring drivers to 
deliver petroleum products in 
and around surrounding areas 
of the Permian Basin.
Qualifications:
*Class A CDL drivers w/hazmat

and tanker endorsements
*23 years of age or older
*1 year verifiable tractor/trailer

experience
*Clean driving record
*Sign on bonus 
*Home Everyday
Please contact our office M-F 
8am/5pm for more information 
1-888-527-7221.

CROSSROADS MIX Beverage 
Bar------ Hiring  waitresses, 
bartenders, bar backs and 
bussers. Apply in person at 
3101 S.Hwy 87 between 
1-3pm, Mon.-Fri.. Must be 21 
and over, experience preferred 
but not necessary.

DISABILITY SERVICES of the 
Southwest is looking to hire 
personal care attendants for 
disabled male in his home, Big 
Spring area, to assist him with 
daily needs. Day, evening, and 
weekend shifts are available. 
Must be CPR certified and 18 
years old; call (432)550-6900 
for further information. EEO

DRIVERS WANTED for local 
Company. Must have CDL with 
Tanker Endorsement and Vac-
uum experience required. 
Must have good MVR. Great 
Benefits- 401k, insurance, va-
cation and etc. Call Universal 
Oil Well Service Co.   at 
(325)207-3337 or 207-3343.

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

FAST GROWING company 
seeking the following positions: 
CNA and LVN for Medicare 
home visits. Apply at 1030 An-
drews Hwy. Ste. 109, Midland, 
or call 432-570-8880 for appli-
cation.

HIGGINBOTHAM BARTLETT
is now hiring for CDL driver 
and warehouse/rental posi-
tions. Both must have clean 
driving record and be able to 
pass drug screen and criminal 
background check. Ware-
house/rental needs experience 
with small engine repair. No 
phone calls please. Apply in 
person at 1900 E. FM 700.

Help Wanted

HIRING RECEPTIONIST, M-F 
8-5, $8-$12/hr DOE. Potential 
to grow into entry  level 
bookkeeping position. 
Health/ vision/ dental insur-
ance 100% paid! Call 
432-394-4604.
Live-in Caregiver for Elderly .
Near Ackerly Texas.  Female, 
speak Spanish, driver's license,  
references, pass background 
and drug screening. Salary, 
room and board.  Email
cylrhem@bellsouth.net
Call  (904)864-1667.

NEED PART/TIME, full/time 
and substitute caregivers for 
busy Christian preschool. Must 
be 18 or over, have experience 
or education in early childhood 
education and be able to pass 
a   criminal  history  and  FBI 
fingerprint  check.  Apply   in 
person at 118 Cedar Rd. 

NEED SOMEONE with a CDL 
to work a few hours a week 
driving a school bus for a 
Christian preschool. Must have 
an excellent driving record, and 
be able  to  pass  a criminal 
history check and FBI finger-
print check. Apply in person at 
118 Cedar Rd.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab   now   hiring  charge 
Nurse for 10pm-6am shift. 
Competitive pay plus benefits. 
Great family working environ-
ment. Apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now taking applica-
tions   for  an   Admissions/ 
Marketing Director

*Must have strong 
organizational skills and 
computer knowledge

*Must have strong people
skills and be outgoing

*Must be self-motivated
*Must be able to travel and
have own dependable 
transportation

*Must have high school
diploma but college degree
and/or college classes is 
preferred

*Must be flexible. Most 
weekends off.

Great working environment and 
benefits. Please apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING DELIVERY 
DRIVERS. MUST HAVE 
CLEAN DRIVING RECORD 
AND INSURANCE. MAKE UP 
TO   $12.00   PER   HOUR. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
APPLY IN PERSON AT 1702 
GREGG. 

Drivers
TRANSPORT DRIVERS

Griffin Transportation
Positions In

Big Spring & Odessa
CDL/Hazmat, 2 yrs exp
(tanker preferred), good 

MVR. Full Benefit Package.
rbarron@ripgriffin.com

Fax: 806-785-4182
Call: 806-744-2067

Ask for Transportation Dept.
Day & Night Shifts Available

THE    COLORADO River 
Municipal     Water     District, 
regional raw water supplier for 
the Permian Basin, is accept-
ing applications for following 
positions.
Central  Control  Operator – 
Responsible for  monitoring 
water flows, pressures, and 
tank  levels  using  SCADA 
system.  Perform administrative 
support including recording 
readings, monitoring phones, 
and basic data entry.  Basic 
computer skills including Excel 
needed. This position involves 
shift work.   
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432)267-6341, or our website 
www.crmwd.org

Instructional

HOT ITEM!!
Bellydance class  

starting 
Tuesday January 4th 

Big Spring YMCA 7:30pm. 
Ladies 18-80. $45/month. 

Contact Victoria 432-230-5456 
(after 12/28) or 
victoria.white

cotton@gmail.com 
for information.

Items for Sale
SALE: 2 Horse trailer- $500, 
slate top pool table- $350, 
home gym- $75, elliptical 
trainer-   $45  also  assorted 
furniture, and baby items. Call 
(432)816-5358, (325)436-9612.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$325.00 Full Cord & $180.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Lost and Found
LOST BLACK Toy Poodle in 
the 500 block of State. Please 
call (432)466-3347 if found.

National Ads
***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT NOW 
HIRING! 2011 POSITIONS 
$9.00/Hr. Entry Level up to 
$125,000 per year -Office As-
sistant, - Materials Handler, 
-Auditor, -Social Services 
CALL TODAY! 
1-866-477-4953, Ext. 56.

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train 
for high paying Aviation Ca-
reer. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-335-9129. 

ARIZONA BUILDING LOTS! 
FULL ACRES AND MORE! 
Guaranteed Financing! NO 
CREDIT CHECK! $0 Down/$0 
Interest! Starting @ just 
$99/month! Close to Tucson 
Int'l Airport! 24hr Recording 
1-800-631-8164 Code 4042 
www.SunsitesLandRush.com 
Offer Ends 1/31/2011 

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & 
CRAFTS AT HOME! 
Year-Round Work! Great Pay! 
Call Toll Free 1-866-844-5091. 

DISH NETWORK
$24.99/Month! 120+ Channels!
FREE HD 4 Life! FREE Movie 
Channels! FREE HD 
Receiver/DVR! Free 6 Room 
Installation! No Equipment to 
Buy! $500 Bonus! LMG Satel-
lite Local Installers 
1-866-955-0829. 

DRIVERS::
CDLTRAININGNOW.COM is 
Now Accepting Applications for 
Driver Trainees. 16 Day Com-
pany Sponsored CDL Training
Program. No Experience or 
Credit Required. Great Pay & 
Benefits. Call: 
1-800-991-7531 Ad # 3120 
www.CDLTrainingNow.com 

EXPERIENCE FLORIDA LIV-
ING Beach homes, golf, sun-
shine and more! Information on 
community living, 
modular/manufactured homes 
and business services. Come 
find your dream home today! 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com 

FREE HD FOR LIFE! Only on 
DISH Network! Lowest Price in 
America! $24.99/mo for over 
120 Channels! $500 BONUS! 
Call Now 1-888-849-1011. 

National Ads
GET YOU DEGREE ONLINE
*Medical, *Business, *Parale-
gal, *Accounting, *Criminal 
Justice. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. 
1-800-509-5085
www.CenturaOnline.com

OWN 20 Acres 
Only $129/mo. $13,900
near growing El Paso,Texas
(safest city in America!)
Low down, NO Credit Checks,
owner financing. FREE 
map/pictures
1-866-519-1966 
www.SunsetRanches.com 

PREGNANT? CONSIDER
Adoption. A Loving alternative. 
Wonderful couples to choose 
from. Call for pics/information 
and choose your baby's family 
and future. Expenses Paid. 
1-866-236-7638.

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted - 
Best Pay and Home Time! 
Apply Online Today over 750 
Companies! One Application, 
Hundreds of Offers! 
www.HammerLaneJobs.com 

Pets
FREE TO good home, sweet 
chiweenie, owner becoming 
disabled, for more information 
call 432-264-7520 ask for 
Cathy.

HOT  ITEM
UKC Registered XL Pit Bull 
puppies for sale.  3 Males and 
5 females. Will be ready to go 
in 2 weeks. For more info call 
or text (4320935-0358.

Real Estate for Rent
1004  HICKORY, 3 bedroom, 
1 bath, CH/A, Forsan ISD. 
$675 month, $600 deposit. No 
Pets, fenced backyard. Call 
(432)263-1792 or 
(432)517-2876.

1101 DOUGLAS-- Very Clean 
1 Bdrm, Central Heat/Air, 
washer, dryer, stove and refrig-
erator. References required. 
$600. month, $600. deposit. 
Call (432)213-2319.

1206 EAST 16TH, 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, CH/A, carport. $535 
month, $500 deposit. No Pets. 
Call (432)263-1792.

FOR RENT large bedroom, 
1503 Scurry-B. All bills paid. 
$575. month, $500. deposit. 
Call (432)212-3646.

1635 SQ. ft office space for 
lease at 1308 Scurry, Suite A. 
Completely remodeled, ample 
parking. Would make great Dr. 
office or clinic. Call 
(432)714-4001 for details or 
viewing.

706 GOLIAD- 2 bdr,  CH/A. 
Stove & refrigerator furnished. 
Carport. $500.00 month, 
$200.00 deposit. Call 
(432)267-1543.

706-B GOLIAD, 1 bedroom. 
Stove & refrigerator furnished, 
fenced yard. $300.00 month, 
$150.00 deposit. Call 
(432)267-1543.

BUY or RENT 1 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
1903 Gregg Street. Recently 
Remodeled. $500.00 Month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

OFFICE BUILDING for Rent- 
Prime Location- 706 Main 
Street. Call (432)935-4585 or 
394-4741 and leave message.

Real Estate for Rent
PONDEROSA APARTMENT

Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved. 
Saba County. Beautiful Game 
Ranch. $4,500,000.00. OBO. 
Must Sell. Call 903-326-4851, 
903-872-2022 or 
325-623-5651.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

OWNER    FINANCE- 3307 
Maple. 3 bedroom, 2 bath C/A, 
fenced yard. New paint and 
carpet. Move in ready $36k. 
Call 325-277-4923.

OWNER   WILL Finance. 
Remodeled 2535 Gunter Cir-
cle. CH/A, $5000.00 down, 
$550.00 month. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

OWNER WILL finance, 510 
State, One bedroom efficiency, 
$1000. down, $200. month. 
Call Elaine (432)230-8022. 

OWNER WILL Finance, 1505 
Cherokee. 3 bdr, 1 bath, CH/A, 
$4,000. down, $440. month, 
negotiable. Call Patience 
(432)349-5242.

OWNER WILL finance- 603 
Circle, 2 bdr, 1 bath, CH/A. 
$3000. Down, $400. month. 
Call Elaine (432)230-8022.

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
that gets results!

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331

PROOF
Client: Precsion Drilling
IO#: PD11679
Pub:  Big Spring Herald
Run Dates:  1/7/2011, 1/9/2011, 1/10/2011
Section:  Employment
Width:  3.4167
Depth:  6.0

JOB FAIR
Tuesday, January 11th 

8am – 5pm
MCM Elegante

5200 East University
Odessa, TX 79762

(432) 368-5885

Please bring two forms of 
identi�cation to Job Fair.

Now Hiring:
Drillers

Derrickhands
Motorhands

Floorhands

Precision Drilling strives to provide 
equal employment and advancement 
opportunities to all individuals.

www.precisiondrilling.com

Looking for

Toughnecks
 Are You 

Tough 
Enough?
Precision Drilling is currently 
seeking smart, professional, 
strong, committed, resourceful 
and high performing individuals 
for our West Texas/Mid-Continent 
operations. If you have what it 
takes, join our team today.

Please complete an application 
online prior to attending the 
job fair at:

www.toughnecks.com
Precision Drilling, an 
international Oil & Gas Drilling 
Company, is a leading provider 
of safe, e�cient and innovative 
contract drilling, well servicing 
and strategic support services. 
We o�er competitive salaries 
and a robust o�ering of bene�ts, 
including medical, dental, vision, 
life insurance, 401(k), and more.
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

21
71

81

Fall Cleanup
• Alleys • Hauling

• Tilling • Tree Trimming

Scoggin
Lawn Service
Home 267-5460

Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

21
76

09

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

FOUNDATION REPAIR

1ST
CHOICE

Over 40
Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR • PIER AND BEAM REPAIR

PLUMBING REPAIRS • VA AND FHA APPROVED
Free Estimates to Home Owners

HOUSE LEVELING

Lubbock,TX
806-795-9767

212665

PLUMBING

Hyatt Plumbing
432-267-5464
432-466-4700

211879

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700

Spencer Special
1/2 Off 1st Month

No Deposit
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted

(432) 263-0732
219048

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

 CLASSES

21
87

78

Emergency Range Closure
for Capitalists to drill for oil!!!

I Love Capitalism!
We will reschedule classes shortly.

Stay tuned.
www.armedforfereedom.com

 JANITORIAL

ABC Janitorial
Home and 

office cleaning 
full-service 
floor care

Call

(432) 267-7426

21
88

26
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Is your ideal boss 
someone who constant-
ly checks in, encourages 
you and prods you to 
the finish 
line? Or is 
it someone 
who gives 
you an 
a s s i g n -
ment and a 
d e a d l i n e 
and then 
leaves you 
a l o n e ? 
Whatever 
style moti-
vates you, you are likely 
to encounter it now, as 
the sun, Mars and 
Saturn are in the per-

fect position to push us 
toward high produc-
tion.

	
ARIES (March 

21-April 19). A certain 
project has become big-
ger than life. The stakes 
are high, and you’re 
starting to feel like 
you’re about to do a cliff 
dive. Be fearless and 
fully committed. You 
will soar. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). You’re still 
getting to know how a 
loved one operates and 
the particular timing 
involved. There are cer-
tain hours of the day 
when your loved one is 
most receptive. Ask for 
what you want during 
those times. 

	
GEMINI (May 21-June 

21). There’s a large event 
decorating your calen-
dar with great promise. 
You know it’s coming, 
but you don’t know what 
to expect from it. This is 
the perfect storm of 
excitement and antici-
pation.

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Usually, you 
are acutely sentimental 
in short bursts, but late-
ly the feeling is more 
chronic, as a certain 
person keeps coming 
back into your mind, 
which makes for a kind 
of sentimental jag. 
Maybe it’s time to reach 
out...

	
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 

You can safely assume 
that other people’s bad 
moods are caused by 
temporary circumstanc-
es — lack of sleep, the 
onset of a cold, etc. — 
rather than some prob-
lem with you. 

	
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 

22). Take a break from 
the self-improvement 
efforts. Anyway, why 
endeavor to fix all your 
flaws when some of 
them are so adorable? A 
certain degree of anx-
iousness adds a delecta-
ble quirkiness to your 
character.

	
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23). Seek relationships 
with secure people who 
relate naturally in a 
friendly, cheerful way, 
and who also find it easy 
to commit to others, 
depend on them and be 
depended upon.  

	
SCORPIO (Oct. 

24-Nov. 21). When you 
love someone, you get to 
know that person’s 
world. You will ask 
astute questions and 
become increasingly 
interested in learning 
about what another per-
son does with his or her 
time.   

	
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

22-Dec. 21). You are 
loved, a fact that you 
feel certain about. You 
also want to be liked, 
respected, adored and 
admired. It will feel fan-
tastic to get evidence of 
this today.

	
CAPRICORN (Dec. 

22-Jan. 19). The care and 
attention you give a 
loved one is not so obvi-
ous — in fact, it’s almost 
invisible now. But 
unequivocally, your 
loved one will feel all of 
your sweet intentions.    

	
AQUARIUS (Jan. 

20-Feb. 18). It is normal 
for those who were 
raised in sad patterns to 
repeat those patterns 
because they are com-
fortable and familiar. 
You’ll get a chance to 
show someone a happier 
way of dealing. 

	
PISCES (Feb. 

19-March 20). You are 
more adventurous than 
the other people on your 

team, which is why they 
are reticent to make you 
the leader. If you can 
assuage their fears, you 
will rise to the top.

	
TODAY’S BIRT-

HDAY (Jan. 10). Driven 
by your love of beauty 
and friendship, you’ll 
flit to the most fantastic 
locations this year — 
houses, shops, restau-
rants, museums, parks... 
Every month, you will 
take in new sights! A 
formerly fickle person 
commits to you in busi-
ness before the end of 
March. Family embrac-
es your choices in June. 
Leo and Libra people 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 20, 1, 33, 27 
and 52. 

	
A S T R O L O G I C A L 

QUESTIONS: “My job 
is badly affecting my 
marriage. We needed 
the money, and I’m 
happy to have work; 
however, the days are 
long and tense with peo-
ple always needing 
things from me. Then I 
come home and I just 
want peace and quiet. 
My husband takes it 
personally, like I’m 
rejecting him. I need to 
unwind and be quiet, 
and I don’t necessarily 
want to give him a back 
rub, make him dinner 
or even talk about my 
day. All I want is to 
relax in silence. He 
mopes and acts hurt all 
the time. What should I 
do? I’m a Virgo, and my 
husband is a Taurus.” 

When it feels like the 
whole world is leaning 
on you at work, you 
don’t want to come home 

to more neediness! 
However, do consider 
that your sensual 
Taurus husband may be 
trying to create an emo-
tional bond with you, 
and there’s a chance 
you are misreading the 
signals. Are you sure he 
expects you to cook, or 
is it that he wants to 
share a meal with you? 
Does he really want the 
back rub, or does he just 
want to be close to you? 
Consider that his want-
ing to be close to you 
doesn’t necessarily 
mean he wants you to 
do anything. 

	
CELEBRITY PRO-

FILES: At the age of 3, 
Capricorn actress 
Amanda Peet made her 
stage debut when she 
broke from her seat in 
the audience and got on 
stage during a play. 
Recently, Peet returned 
to the stage, this time 
co-starring on Broadway 
with David Duchovny 
in the Neil LaBute 
drama “The Break of 
Noon.” With three plan-
ets in Sagittarius, the 
magic of other worlds is 
strongly appealing.  

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

© 2011 CREATORS.
COM

Holiday

Mathis

By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document9  7/31/07  3:25 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempor

ANSWERS
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Today is Monday, Jan. 10, 
the 10th day of 2011. There are 
355 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Jan. 10, 1861, Florida 
became the third state to break 
from the Union as it passed an 
Ordinance of Secession at the 
State Capitol in Tallahassee by 
a vote of 62-7.

On this date:
In 1776, Thomas Paine anon-

ymously published his influen-
tial pamphlet, “Common 
Sense.”

In 1860, the Pemberton Mill 
in Lawrence, Mass., collapsed 
and caught fire, killing up to 
145 people, mostly female work-
ers from Scotland and Ireland.

In 1870, John D. Rockefeller 
incorporated Standard Oil.

In 1901, the Spindletop oil 
field in Beaumont, Texas, pro-
duced the Lucas Gusher, her-
alding the start of the Texas oil 
boom.

In 1920, the League of Nations 
was established as the Treaty 

of Versailles (vehr-SY’) went 
into effect.

In 1946, the first General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
convened in London.

In 1957, Harold Macmillan 
became prime minister of 
Britain, following the resigna-
tion of Anthony Eden.

In 1961, the University of 
Georgia, under court order, 
admitted its first two black stu-
dents, Hamilton Holmes and 
Charlayne Hunter (now report-
er Charlayne Hunter-Gault). 
Dashiell Hammett, author of 
“The Maltese Falcon” and “The 
Thin Man,” died in New York 
at age 66.

In 1971, “Masterpiece 
Theatre” premiered on PBS 
with host Alistair Cooke intro-
ducing the drama series “The 
First Churchills.” French fash-
ion designer Coco Chanel died 
in Paris at age 87.

In 1980, former AFL-CIO 
president George Meany died 
in Washington, D.C., at age 85.

Today’s Birthdays: Opera 
singer Sherrill Milnes is 76. 
Blues artist Eddy Clearwater is 
76. Rock singer-musician 
Ronnie Hawkins is 76. Baseball 
Hall-of-Famer Willie McCovey 
is 73. Singer Scott McKenzie is 
72. Movie director Walter Hill 

is 71. Singer Frank Sinatra, Jr. 
is 67. Singer Rod Stewart is 66. 
Rock singer-musician Donald 
Fagen (Steely Dan) is 63. Actor 
William Sanderson is 63. 
International Boxing Hall of 
Famer and entrepreneur 
George Foreman is 62. Roots 
rock singer Alejandro Escovedo 
is 60. Rock musician Scott 
Thurston (Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers) is 59. Singer 
Pat Benatar is 58. Hall of Fame 
race car driver and team owner 
Bobby Rahal is 58. Rock musi-
cian Michael Schenker is 56. 
Singer Shawn Colvin is 55. 
Rock singer-musician Curt 
Kirkwood (Meat Puppets) is 52. 
Actor Evan Handler is 50. Rock 
singer Brad Roberts (Crash 
Test Dummies) is 47. 

© 2011 The Associated Press.
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  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married Light (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Movers Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

News Married Cortes Bed Paid Paid Oso

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Saved/ Swallow Arthur Paid Paid Bed Angel Timmy
Life Saved/ Upd Martha Robison Paid Paid Manny SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Saved/ Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Mickey
Wom Saved/ Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Yes, Dear Super Steve Wilkos A Haunting Stooges CSI: NY Charmed Bernie Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Yes, Dear Dinosaur Stooges Bernie Manny

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Mi Gorda 
Bella (SS)

Prince Enarson Sesame 
Street

Browns A Haunting Movie: Wyatt 
Earp, Gene 
Hackman 

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Bernie Oso ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Prince Jim Browns Bernie Agent 

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Casos de 
Familia

Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Prince House Sid Cosby A Haunting CSI: Crime 
Scene

Supernatural Jamie F. Manny SportsCenter 
Divorce Frijolito Payne Cortes Word Cosby Jamie F. Mickey

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid La Fea Más 
Bella (SS)

Justice Young & 
Restless

A Corazón 
Abierto (SS)

Rachael Ray Payne McGee Super The 700 
Club 

Great Biker 
Build-Off

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Las Vegas Chris Mickey ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Browns Dr. Young Clifford Chris Jungle

  :PM
 12 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Curious interACTIVE American 
Chopper

CSI: NY Las Vegas Movie: 
Preacher’s 
Kid, Sharif 
Atkins 

Timmy SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Gome$ Earl Faye H. Gardener Movers

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Atrévete a 
Soñar

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Jim Uri Harel Barbecue Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Phineas Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond McDonald Food Movie: Ex-

ecutive Deci-
sion, John 
Leguizamo 

Phineas 1st & 10

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Mar de Amor 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Jim Light of the 
Southwest

Book The Tyra 
Show 

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Cold Case Phineas Lines Coll. Football 
LiveOffi ce Martha Game Phineas Van Pelt

  :PM
 3 :30

Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Maya Roseanne American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order Game Good SportsNation NFL Live
Jdg Judy Judge Friends WordGirl Roseanne Game Good Jim Rome

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Smarter María Ce-
leste

News Raymond KICKS Fetch Payne Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order Chris Good Coll. Football 
Live

Around
News Inside Ed. Raymond Pendleton Cyberch’e Payne Cash Cab Movie: 

Money Train, 
Jennifer 
Lopez

Chris Good Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Lopez News Noticias News King Chumney World Lyrics! Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Deck SportsCenter College 
GameDay ABC Notic. Lopez News Noticiero News King Granger Business Lyrics! Cash Cab Wizards

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Llena de 
Amor (SS)

Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Van Impe PBS News-
Hour 

70s Show MythBusters UFC Fight 
Night

Bones Good College 
BasketballWheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld Holmes ’70s Good 

  :PM
 7 :30

The Bachelor Eva Luna 
(SS)

Lie to Me How I Met Aurora (SS) Chuck Offi ce Upd Antiques 
Roadshow

90210 American 
Chopper

Movie: Exit 
Wounds, 
Isaiah Wash-
ington

The Closer Game Movie: Ra-
tatouille, Lou 
Romano 

Pregame
Rules Offi ce Hansen Game College 

Football: 
Tostitos BCS 
National 
Champion-
ship

  :PM
 8 :30

Triunfo del 
Amor

Two Men El Fantasma 
de 

The Cape Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Experience

Gossip Girl American 
Chopper

Movie: The 
Longest Yard 

Bones Game 2010 World 
Series of 
Poker 

Mike Fam. Guy Game

  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Castle Don Fran-
cisco

Simpsons Hawaii 
Five-0 

Alguien te 
Mira (SS)

Fam. Guy Browns Gold Rush: 
Alaska

Movie: Exit 
Wounds, 
Isaiah Wash-
ington

Certain Age Game Phineas
How I Met Fam. Guy Ribbon Browns Game Phineas

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan House Charlie Rose King American 
Chopper

Jail CSI: NY The 
Mo’Nique 

Good SportsCtr
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Decisiones 

(SS)
Jay Leno Sala King Jail Good Nation

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Verdad 
Oculta

Law & Order: 
SVU

Lopez 
Tonight

Scrivner World South Pk Get Out Alive Movie: 
Bowfi nger, 
Heather 
Graham 

Texas 
Ranger

Certain Age Wendy Wil-
liams

Hannah NFL Live (:15) 
SportsCenter Late Decisiones 

(SS)
Late Night CCM T. Smiley South Pk Hannah Final

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Tontas Cielo Paid Conan Upd (Off Air) Cops Black Ops 
Brothers

The Unit CSI: NY Notarized: 
Top 100 
Videos of 
2010 

Wizards NBA
Paid Raymond Insider Pagado News Cortes Da Vinci’s 

Inquest
Wizards NFL Films SportsCenter 

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Clasicos TMZ Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

Overhaulin’ Movie: 
Scrooged, 
John For-
sythe 

Amazing 
Video

Leverage Suite Life SportsNation 
Paid Cero King/Hill (:37) Up to 

the Minute
Pagado Munroe Suite Life College 

Football  :AM
 2 :30

(:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos de 
Familia

Paid Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Movie: 
Prime, Bryan 
Greenberg 

Study Paid Unsolved 
Mysteries

Cold Case Game Phineas SportsCenter 
RENO 911 Pelicula: 

Móvil Pa-
sional (SS)

Leading Paid Game Phineas

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Carson Door-Wis-
dom

Healthy Paid Movie: 
Bowfi nger, 
Heather 
Graham 

Magic Bllt NUMB3RS Popoff Einsteins Winter X 
GamesEarly Tdy Fitness Paid Paid BET Inspira-

tion
Einsteins

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Rabbi Ralph 
Messer

Your Health Paid New Math NUMB3RS Jungle Classix SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Paid Popoff Timmy NFL Live
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Want heartburn relief 
without a surgical incision?

We’ve got it.

Feel Better. Faster.

smmccares.com/heartburn

Scenic Mountain Medical Center offers an advanced new treatment for people with 

severe heartburn or GERD (gastroesophageal reflux disease). This new procedure, 

known as transoral incisionless fundoplication (TIF), requires no incision and can be 

a quick, effective and possibly long-term treatment for acid reflux disease. To find out 

more information, come to one of our free informational seminars or call 263-6018.

Join us for one of our FREE heartburn seminars
Tuesday, January 11 or Thursday, February 10 at 5:30 p.m.
Scenic Mountain Medical Center, 4th Floor Classroom

Featuring Ladd Hoffman, M.D., General Surgery
Member of the Medical Staff at Scenic Mountain Medical Center

52873_SCEN_GERDsem_5_75x10bw.indd   1 1/4/11   10:45 AM

C.E. Mike Thomas
Attorney at Law

c.e.mikethomas@gmail.

432-263-4142
501 Gregg St.

Big Spring, Tx.

Someone You Can
Count On!

CRIMINAL LAW
• General Practice
• Family
• Custody
• Civil

• Criminal
• Divorce Law
• DWI’s
• Real Estate Law

BRIEF HISTORY OF C.E. MIKE THOMAS
• Over 25 years overall experience   • Certified Public Accountant
• Served as Howard County Attorney, Big Spring City Attorney
• Member of Howard County Bar Assoc., State Bar Assoc.,
   American Bar Assoc.

21
92

67

com

Since  1952

COSTA RICA
10 Day Guided Vacation.  
Rainforest, Beaches, Volcanoes. 
Free Brochure. Call 1-800-Caravan.  

8 DAY TOUR & CRUISE
ALL INCLUSIVE

$995
+ tax & fees

Available at Caravan.com.   
8 to 10 day guided tours.  
USA, Canada, Panama.    
Priced between $995 - $1,295.  

3.75w2h11-15-10.2x2StateWideV3.indd   1 12/22/10   5:57:15 PM
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“When we had to make plays, 
we weren’t able to. When they 
had to make plays, they did. You 
can’t turn the ball over.”

Also in the AFC, the New York 
Jets (12-5) are at New England 
(14-2) next Sunday. The last time 

they met, the Patriots won 45-3 
in a prime-time romp. In Week 2, 
though, the Jets won 28-14.

That rout remains firmly in the 
Jets’ memories.

“We’ve been wanting the Pa-
triots for a while now,” tight end 
Dustin Keller said. “Ever since 
that game.”

On Saturday, Seattle became 
the first team with a losing re-

cord to win a playoff game when 
it stunned defending NFL cham-
pion New Orleans 41-36 behind 
four TD passes by Matt Hassel-
beck. 

In the AFC, New York improved 
to 3-1 in road playoff games un-
der bombastic coach Rex Ryan 
by edging Indianapolis 17-16 on 
Nick Folk’s 32-yard field goal as 
time expired.

SEAHAWKS
Continued from Page 5 

Seahawks would face Atlanta, the 
top seed in the NFC. An upset by 
Green Bay would send the Seahawks 
to Chicago.

They’re familiar with both teams, 
having beat the Bears 23-20 in Chi-
cago in Week 6 and losing at home to 
Atlanta 34-18 less than a month ago. 
The loss to Atlanta was the middle 
defeat of a three-game December los-
ing streak that seemed to have the 
Seahawks destined to miss the post-
season.

But here they are, preparing to play 
in the second-round of the playoffs for 
the fourth time since 2005.

“I don’t even know the scenarios 
and I know you think that’s crazy but 
I don’t know what is going on,” Car-
roll said after Saturday’s win. “And, 
it doesn’t matter. I just know that we 
show up on Monday and we’ll figure 
out where we’re going.”

The conventional belief was that if 

Seattle had any chance of beating the 
Saints, it needed to be a low-scoring 
game where the Saints made enough 
mistakes to keep the Seahawks lin-
gering around.

And when Seattle went down 10-0 
and then 17-7 in the second quarter, a 
sudden scoring spurt from the offen-
sively challenged Seahawks was high-
ly unlikely. Seattle ended the regular 
season with an offense that ranked 
28th in the league in total yards and 
23rd in points per game. 

They scored just 49 points combined 
in their final three games of the regu-
lar season.

But Hasselbeck picked apart the 
Saints defense in Week 11 and even 
though the Seahawks trailed, the 
Seahawks QB hit nine of his first 10 
throws, the only incompletion a pass 
that went through Ben Obomanu’s 
hands and was intercepted by Jabari 
Greer.

Arguably, Seattle’s rally started not 
with Hasselbeck’s second touchdown 
throw to John Carlson that made it 17-
14, but a play earlier. 

RAIDERS
Continued from Page 5

The Raiders are not 
allowed to use the fran-
chise tag on Asomugha 
to keep him in Oakland. 
The Raiders will now 
have to decide whether 
to shell out big money to 
keep their star corner-
back or use it to shore up 
other positions.

“We have to wait on the 
ramifications of the new 
CBA to be able to move 
on,” Herrera said.

Oakland could have 
many other key free 
agents this offseason de-
pending on the terms of 
the new collective bar-
gaining agreement. Pro 
Bowl defensive tackle 
Richard Seymour and 
safety Michael Huff are 
some other key potential 
free agents. 

Tough decisions await Saints as they look to 2011
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — The party the 
New Orleans Saints and their fans 
waited more than four decades to 
throw has officially ended, bringing 
forth the sobering reality of an offsea-
son devoid of celebration and full of 
re-evaluation.

The stunning fashion in which the 
Saints (11-6) relinquished their title of 
defending champs — a 41-36 loss at Se-
attle (8-9) on Saturday — had more to 
do with an uncharacteristically lousy 
day on defense than anything else. 
Yet the Saints still must address sev-
eral matters that troubled them long 
before they were upset by a Seahawks 
club that was the first NFL division 
winner with a losing record and 
opened the playoffs as 10-point home 
underdogs.

Even as Drew Brees and an injury-
riddled offense put together a solid 
overall outing, the Saints’ season-
long struggles with the running game 
continued.

Perhaps most unsettling was the 
performance of Reggie Bush, who 

entered the postseason expecting to 
shoulder the load of the Saints’ run-
ning game but instead went to the 
locker room after taking a hit to his 
lower right leg, an area where he frac-
tured a bone early in the regular sea-
son.

While X-rays were negative, it was 
the latest example of the electrifying 
athlete’s struggle to prove he can be 
reliable or consistent.

“It just flared up on me a little bit 
and I couldn’t run full speed,” Bush 
said. “So obviously, if somebody else 
can go full speed, it’s probably better 
for the job than me going in there at 
half speed.”

Bush will be due more than $11 mil-
lion next season, the sixth and final 
year on his first pro contract. Whether 
his production through his first five 
seasons has justified that amount will 
be for coach Sean Payton and general 
manager Mickey Loomis to decide.

Bush has made it through only his 
rookie season without missing games 
with various leg injuries and has yet 
to make a Pro Bowl. This season, he 

missed eight games with a fractured 
right fibula and finished the regular 
season with 150 yards rushing, 208 
yards receiving and one touchdown. 
He had 49 total yards from scrimmage 
in New Orleans’ playoff loss at Seattle 
on Saturday and dropped a first-down 
pass inside the Seahawks 5, forcing 
the Saints to settle for a field goal.

In recent seasons, Pierre Thomas 
picked up the slack when Bush went 
down. This season, Thomas sprained 
his left ankle in Week 3, missed nine 
games before a brief comeback and 
wound up on injured reserve.

After missing some voluntary off-
season work in apparent protest last 
summer, Thomas begrudgingly ac-
cepted the Saints’ $1.7 million tender 
offer to him as a restricted free agent 
for 2010. It remains to be seen if his 
relationship with the front office has 
soured to the point where he’d rather 
be elsewhere next season.

Then there’s the matter of the 
Saints’ record-setting quarterback, 
who also is entering the final sea-
son of a six-year deal worth approxi-

mately $60 million that he signed in 
2006. Brees, who was last season’s Su-
per Bowl MVP, is now underpaid by 
current NFL standards. A lucrative, 
long-term extension is likely in order 
before next season starts.

Brees had a franchise-record 448 
completions for 4,620 yards and 
33 touchdowns during the regular 
season. His numbers were marred 
somewhat by a career-worst 22 inter-
ceptions, but Brees was under more 
pressure this season than last, largely 
because of the Saints’ lagging running 
game. Even surprising rookie Chris 
Ivory, who had a few brilliant outings 
and was New Orleans’ leading rusher, 
couldn’t stay on the field consistently 
and was out for the playoffs.

The Saints finished the regular sea-
son with the 28th-ranked running 
game, dropping the offense to sixth 
overall — still strong but also the 
worst ranking since Payton took over 
in 2006.

By the time Saturday’s playoff game 
was over, the Saints had five running 
backs on injured reserve.

Top tailbacks Martin, Bettis, Faulk among Hall of Fame finalists
The Associated Press

CANTON, Ohio — Running backs Curtis Martin, Jerome Bettis and Mar-
shall Faulk and cornerback Deion Sanders are among 15 finalists announced 
Sunday for the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s class of 2011.

Martin, Bettis and Faulk are among the NFL’s top 10 leading rushers, and 
are eligible for the first time. Sanders and offensive tackle Willie Roaf also are 
eligible for the first time.

The other finalists are receivers Tim Brown, Andre Reed and Cris Carter; 
center Dermontti Dawson; defensive ends Richard Dent, Charles Haley and 
Chris Doleman; defensive tackle Cortez Kennedy; and tight end Shannon 
Sharpe, along with NFL filmmaker Ed Sabol.

The 15 finalists, plus senior nominees Chris Hanburger and Les Richter will 
be considered for induction Feb. 5, the day before the Super Bowl. The en-
shrinement is in August.

Martin retired from the New York Jets as the No. 4 overall rusher with 14,101 

yards in 11 seasons. One of the most consistent backs of his era, he ran for 
1,000 yards in 10 straight seasons.

Bettis ranks fifth at 13,662 yards in 13 seasons, three for the Rams and a de-
cade with the Steelers, with whom he won the 2006 Super Bowl in his final 
game.

Faulk is 10th in rushing with 12,279 yards for the Colts and Rams and won the 
2000 Super Bowl with St. Louis. A prime receiver out of the backfield, Faulk 
was the 2000 NFL MVP.

Sanders scored nine times on interceptions, also played offense at times, and 
is a former major league baseball player. He won the 1995 Super Bowl with San 
Francisco and the 1996 game with Dallas.

Roaf, the eighth overall draft choice in 1993 by New Orleans, played right 
tackle as a rookie, then spent the next 12 seasons as a left tackle. He made 11 
Pro Bowls as a premier blocker, particularly in pass protection, and was voted 
the NFL’s 1990s All-Decade team.
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