
DOUGLASS K. DANIEL
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Rum-
maging around for 1- and 
2-cent postage stamps when 
postal rates go up is heading 
the way of the Pony Express. 
Beginning in January, all 
new stamps good for 1 ounce 
of first-class mail will be 
marked as “forever.”

The move is designed to help 
customers cope with postage 
increases, a U.S. Postal Ser-
vice official told The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday. The 
official requested anonymity 
to discuss a policy that hasn’t 
been announced formally.

Postmaster General Patrick 
R. Donahoe plans to announce 
the new policy Jan. 14, the of-
ficial said.

“I think that’s a great idea,” 
Sean Swilling, a research 
analyst for commercial prop-
erty, said inside a downtown 
Washington post office dur-
ing a mail run. “For me, a guy 
who uses snail-mail regularly, 
it’s a hassle to get 1- or 2-cent 
stamps. Streamline things — 
that would be perfect.”

When the Postal Service 
unveiled its first-class com-
memorative stamps for 2011 
on Tuesday, all were marked 
“forever” instead of the cur-
rent rate of 44 cents.

The initial first-class stamp 
under the new policy will be 

the Lunar New Year: Year of 
the Rabbit stamp, to be issued 
Jan. 22. It will be followed by 
stamps commemorating Kan-
sas statehood on Jan. 29 and, 
in February, the centennial 
of President Ronald Reagan’s 
birth.

The Forever Stamp, first 
issued in April 2007 and fea-
turing the Liberty Bell, was 
designed for use regardless of 
changes in postal rates. They 
are sold at the prevailing 
price of 1 ounce of domestic 
first-class postage.

The Postal Service says that 

28 billion Forever Stamps 
have been sold since, generat-
ing $12.1 billion in total rev-
enue. The stamps without de-
nominations already account 
for 85 percent of its stamp 
program, the service says.

The Postal Service sought 
a 2-cent increase in postage 
rates for 2011, but the inde-
pendent Postal Rate Commis-
sion rejected the request. The 
post office is appealing the de-
cision in federal court.
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By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

Law enforcement officials 
want area drivers to have 
a safe — and sober — New 
Year’s Eve celebration.

But those officials added 
that people who might be 
tempted to celebrate a bit too 
much should reconsider.

Area police, sheriff deputies 
and state troopers will be out 
in force through New Year’s 
Eve, and they will not be 
looking kindly on those who 
are drinking and driving.

The Department of Public 
Safety has adopted a zero-tol-
erance policy toward drunk 
drivers as part of their annual 
holiday oversight operation, 

which has been in effect since 
the Christmas holiday season 
began earlier this month.

DPS troopers will be look-
ing for unsafe drivers in gen-
eral, and three offenses in 
particular: speeding, driving 
without seat belts and driv-
ing while intoxicated.

Officials emphasize that 
the agency’s zero-tolerance 

stance extends toward both 
DWIs and driving without 
seat belts. Absolutely no 
warnings will be written for 
either, officials say, because 
troopers anticipate traffic 
will be very heavy this sea-
son, leaving no room for these 
type of mistakes.

Big Spring Police Depart-
ment officials said the agency 

will not have extra officers 
patrolling the streets on New 
Year’s Eve, but the ones on 
duty will be on the lookout 
for apparent drunk drivers.

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

Cops: Don’t drink and drive

By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

As the Comanche Trail 
Festival of Lights enters the 
home stretch of its 14th an-
nual run, almost 
20,000 people 
have visited the 
holiday attrac-
tion, officials 
say.

Pat Simmons, 
who has directed 
the event since 
its inception, 
said 19,435 people 
have toured the festival as of 
Tuesday morning. The busi-
est night was Christmas Eve, 
when more than 2,200 people 
came through the gates at 
Comanche Trail Park.

People from 36 states and 
12 countries have visited the 
event, Simmons said.

“I don’t think we’ll get the 
25,000 goal I wanted, but it’s 
going good,” Simmons said. 
“In fact, it’s gone exception-
ally well. We had an attempt-
ed theft of some floodlights 
the other night, but other 
than that, things have gone 
well.”

The festival runs nightly 
from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Co-

manche Trail Park. Visitors 
are asked to enter the park at 
the intersection of Whipkey 
Drive and U.S. Highway 87. 
Admission is free, although 
donations, which go toward 
financing future festivals, 
are welcome.

Aside from dozens of light-
ed poinsettias, which have 
become the event’s trade-
mark, the festival features 
many other attractions, in-
cluding stage coaches, buffa-
loes, snow men, gingerbread 
men and angels, all brightly 
lit. Organizers say more than 
1 million bulbs are used in 
the various exhibits.

Recent health issues have 
forced Simmons to take 
more of a back seat role dur-
ing this year’s festival. Most 
of the day-to-day responsi-
bility rests with the Stewart 
family — Howard, Vickie, 
Quintinn and Stephanie.

“I think they’ve done a 
great job,” Simmons said. 

“I couldn’t have done it af-
ter my back surgery … but I 
still go out there every night 
and open it up and close it 
down. Howard and his fam-
ily have done an outstand-
ing job.”

Contact Staff Writer Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 
or by e-mail at reporter@big-
springherald.com

1st-class 
stamps 
‘forever’

Associated Press photh

In April 2007, the United States Postal Service introduced 
The Forever Stamp, and since then, more than six billion 
have been sold. According to the USPS, these stamps can 
be used to mail one-ounce letters regardless of when they 
were purchased or if prices increase in the future.

Festival of Lights 
draws thousands,
organizers claim
❑ Display open 
through Friday 
night.

Simmons

MATT SEDENSKY
Associated Press

JUPITER, Fla. (AP) — The little 
girl's white, four-post bed is empty, 
her favorite doll Natalie atop it. Her 
pink plate and cup are set on the kitch-
en table; her vitamins await. The last 
CD she listened to is in her little ste-
reo, the last lesson she learned on the 
blackboard, the last month she was 

alive frozen on the unturned page of 
the calendar.

Since a relative's Thanksgiving Day 
2009 shooting rampage at their home, 
Jim and Muriel Sitton have faced a 
horrific balancing act: moving on past 
the time-stopping grief of losing their 
6-year-old daughter Makayla Joy,

See BOOK, Page 3A

Storybook brings slain 
child’s imagination to life
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Area basketball: 
Tournament play 
heats up for teams
Big Spring girls

SLATON — The Big Spring Lady Steers got a big 
boost from guard Mackenzie Stone in their win over 
Whiteface to open the Slaton tournament. 

Stone had 17 points and three 3-pointers in the 
win. Holding Whiteface to three points in the first 
and two points in the third quarter was also key in 
the win.

Whiteface 3 11 2 11 - 27
Big Spring 16 13 11 3 – 43

Big Spring — Mackenzie Stone 17, Diamond Mayes 9, 
Bridgette Tuitt 6, LaShaunte Anderson 5, Cerbi Ritchey 
4, Logan Yarbar 2

Whiteface — Villanueva 7, Davis 5
Records: Big Spring (13-3)
Next game: Big Spring vs. Slaton at 6:30 p.m.

Forsan girls
STERLING CITY — It was a close game for the 

Forsan Lady Buffs, but as long as they had Ambra 
Hill, everything was going to fall into place.

Hill had 24 points and the Forsan clinched a berth 
in the championship game of the Sterling City tour-
nament.

The win gives Forsan another victory coming off 
a win against Coahoma at home to open district 
play. 

Sterling City 9 13 13 7 – 42 
Forsan 11 10 14 10 – 45 

Forsan — Ambra Hill 24, Shelby Roemer 9, Morgan 
Forshee 4, Stevie Wilson 4, Miranda Park 2, Kay’C 
Stanley 1, Megan Crane 1

Next game: Forsan vs. Roscoe at 4:30 p.m. 

Forsan boys
STERLING CITY — It was a busy day for the For-

san Buffaloes Tuesday, but a win over Rankin and 
a loss to Sterling City put them in the third-place 
game against Miles at 3 p.m. today.

Kolten Self was big in the win over Rankin with 19 
points, but Ty Johnson’s 10 points wasn’t enough to 
get Forsan past Sterling City. Forsan did not score a 
point in the final quarter of the Sterling City game.

Rankin 2 12 9 4 – 27 
Forsan 8 7 22 15 – 52 

Forsan — Kolten Self 19, B. Phillips 8, Ty Johnson 7,

See BASKETBALL,Page 2B

File Photo

Mackenzie Stone had 17 points in the Big Spring Lady Steers’ win over Whiteface Tuesday in the 
Slaton tournamentl.

AP File Photo

Tom Brady will be the starting quarterback for the AFC in the 
Pro Bowl this year.

Vick, Brady make Pro Bowl
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Michael Vick’s 
sensational comeback season 
made a big impression through-
out the NFL, not just in Phila-
delphia.

The Eagles’ quarterback, who 
sat out two seasons while serv-
ing a federal sentence for dog-

fighting, was voted to start for 
the NFC in the Jan. 30 Pro Bowl 
in Honolulu.

Vick was selected in a 
leaguewide vote by NFL play-
ers, coaches and fans.

Vick made three Pro Bowls 
with Atlanta before he was sus-

See PRO BOWL, Page 2B

Spurs rout reeling Lakers
The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tim Duncan and 
Manu Ginobili were on the bench before 
the final horn, and not because of their 
bad shooting nights. That’s how easy it 
was for the San Antonio Spurs.

On the other end, Kobe Bryant was also 
out of the game early. That’s how bad it’s 
getting for the Los Angeles Lakers.

Tony Parker scored 23 points and the 
Spurs, backing up their NBA-best record 
against the defending champions, beat 
a still-frustrated Bryant and the reeling 
Lakers 97-82 on Tuesday night.

“It’s always great to beat the champion,” 
Ginobili said.

The Spurs improved to 27-4, and if there 
are any doubts about that record being in-
flated, they can likely put those to rest this 
week. Next up is Dallas, one of the only 
teams to beat them this season, followed 
by games against Oklahoma City, New 
York and Boston.

The Lakers, meanwhile, can’t seem to 
beat anyone.

It was another humiliation for the Lak-
ers, who lost a week ago by 19 at home to 
lowly Milwaukee. That was followed by 
letting LeBron James and the Miami Heat 
leave the Staples Center with another 
easy victory on Christmas Day, in one of 
the highest-rated televised NBA games in 
recent years.

Bryant railed on his team’s lack of focus 
following the Heat loss, but had a more 
quiet disappointment after the Spurs be-
came the third straight team to crush the 
Lakers.

Bryant had 21 points on 8-of-27 shooting, 
at one point missing 13 shots in a row. He 
answered questions in clipped sentences 
before saying he was confident the Lakers 
can steer out of their stunning tailspin.

“I’m just (mad) at myself,” Bryant said. 
“(Mad) I didn’t play well.”

He wasn’t the only one on the Lakers. 
Bryant alluded to Derek Fisher’s techni-
cal foul, after getting into a confrontation

See SPURS, Page 2B

Webb, Peterson help Vikings upset Eagles
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Con-
sidering everything else 
the Minnesota Vikings 
have endured this season, 
it was silly to think two 
extra days sitting around 
a hotel room would bring 
‘em down.

No way a determined 
rookie quarterback named 
Joe Webb was going to let 
that happen.

Webb threw for 195 yards 
and ran for a touchdown 
in his first career start fill-

ing in for an injured Brett 
Favre, and the lowly Vi-
kings stunned Michael 
Vick and the NFC East 
champion Philadelphia Ea-
gles 24-14 in the NFL’s first 
Tuesday game since 1946.

“It was a big win, espe-
cially with what we have 
gone through,” Webb said. 
“It was a long trip for us 
and to get a win against 
the Eagles, we are trying to 
finish the season on a high 
note.”

Adrian Peterson ran for 

118 yards and a score, help-
ing the 14-point underdogs 
knock Philadelphia out of 
contention for a first-round 
playoff bye.

The Eagles (10-5) could’ve 
secured a first-round bye 
with a victory over the Vi-
kings (6-9) and Dallas and 
with a loss by either Chi-
cago or Atlanta next week.

“We don’t deserve it after 
that performance,” Eagles 
coach Andy Reid said. “Ev-
ery phase was terrible. We 
didn’t coach well enough.”



Frank Roberts
Oct. 18, 1935
Dec. 27, 2010
Frank Roberts, 75, of Fairfield 

and formerly of Big Spring, 
passed away Monday, Dec. 27, 
2010, at a local hospital. Memo-
rial services will be 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 30 at the family home.

Survivors include his wife of 50 
years, Doris Roberts of Fairfield; 
daughters, Brenda Roberts of Los 

Angeles, Calif., Lora Turner and husband Gary 
of Elm Mott, Tinnie Larimer and husband Dan of 
Wickenburg, Ariz., Glenda Hitchcock and hus-
band Bobby of Elm Mott; sons, Frankie Roberts of 
Fairfield and Kerry Roberts of Granfield, Okla.; 13 
grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren.

Thoughts and memories may be shared in the on-
line guest book at www.LakeShoreFuneralHome.
com

J.R. Bennett Jr.
J. R. Bennett, Jr., 87, of Coahoma, died Wednes-

day, Dec. 29, 2010, at his residence. His services are 
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring

Amalia ‘Mollie Larez
Amalia “Mollie” Larez, 90, of 

Big Spring died Tuesday, Dec. 
28, 2010. Vigil Services will be 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel. Funeral Services 
will be at 4 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
30, 2010, at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. 

She was born Oct. 22, 1920, in 
Carlsbad, N.M. to Inez and An-
gel Hernandez. She was a retired 
chef, having worked in several 

restaurants, including Cosden Country Club and 

La Posada. She was a lifetime resident of Big Spring 
and was a Catholic. 

She is survived by five daughters: Julia Correa, 
Jessie Martinez and Cindy Hernandez, all of Big 
Spring; Adelinda Longoria of Santa Monica, Ca-
lif., and Mary Helen Urias of Kansas City, Mo.; two 
sons:  Adolfo “Froggie” Larez of Monterey, Calif., 
and Andy Hernandez of Big Spring; and several 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in 
death by one daughter: Julia Lerma; and four sis-
ters and two brothers.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Ruben O. Valdez
Ruben O. Valdez, 65, of Las 

Cruces, N.M., passed away Sun-
day, Dec. 26, 2010, at Mesilla 
Valley Hospice – La Posada. He 
was born Dec. 23, 1945, in Pecos 
to Adelina Calanche. “Pops,” as 
he was fondly known to many, 
served his country honorably 
in the United States Army from 
which he retired. Ruben was a 
great dad, awesome step-dad, 
wonderful husband, the best 

brother and uncle and very loving grandfather, but 
most of all, he was the best friend anyone could ask 
for. He enjoyed being a foster parent for the past 
15 years and was an active member of Iglesia El 
Calvario UMC and loved to do anything that dealt 
with the Lord. One of his favorite songs was “Blue 
Christmas” by Elvis Presley. He was very family 
oriented and loved to have all his family together 
so he could cook for them and enjoyed watching the 
Dallas Cowboys when they played. Go Cowboys!!!

Now it’s time to say, “Goodbye Pops, we have 
reached the end. We don’t cry with sorrow, we cry 
with joy. You know we will always love you. The 
memories we made can never be destroyed.”

Survivors include his wife, Sylvia Valdez of the 
family home; one son, Ruben Valdez II of Dallas; his 
step-children, Carlos, Yolanda, Becky, Diana, Os-
car, Robert, and David, all of El Paso, and Ana Cle-
ments of Arkansas; one brother, George Calanche, 
also of El Paso; five sisters, Linda Montez of Califor-
nia, Alice Calanche of El Paso, Yolanda Hernandez 
of Albuquerque, N.M., and Sylvia Macias and Pa-
tricia Sanchez both of El Paso. Other survivors in-
clude 41 grandchildren, 33 great-grandchildren and 
numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his mother and an uncle Eliseo Valdez.

Visitation for Mr. Valdez will begin at 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 30, 2010, in Iglesia El Calvario 
UMC, 300 N. Campo Street, where the funeral ser-
vice is scheduled to begin at 3 p.m., with the Rev. 
Raul Dominguez officiating. A graveside service 
will be held at 10 a.m., Friday, Dec. 31, 2010 in Fort 
Bliss National Cemetery. Military honors will be 
accorded by a Fort Bliss Honor Guard.

Serving as casket bearers will be Isaac Macias, 
Carlos Ovalle, Gabriel Salazar, Brendon Rogers, 
Jesse Rogers, Ruben Valdez II, Larry Calanche and 
Chris Calanche.

Entrusted to Baca’s Funeral Chapels, 300 E. Boutz 
Road, Las Cruces, N.M. 

Paid obituary

Thelma Jo Fraser
Thelma Jo Fraser, age 84, 

passed away at Gateway Garden 
Retirement Center, Marble Falls 
on Dec. 28, 2010. A graveside ser-
vice will be held at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 30, 2010, in Midway 
Cemetery, directed by Elliott-
Hamil Funeral Home, 5701 Hwy 
277 South. Visitation is 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at the funeral home.

Jo was born July 4, 1928, in 
Dallas to George Warren Hud-

son and Dixie Lou Northam Hudson. She married 
Harold Lloyd Fraser July 7, 1945, in Baird. She was 
a longtime resident of Coahoma and past member 
of Coahoma Baptist Church. She was currently a 
member of Wylie Baptist Church in Abilene.

Mom loved her family. She was a loving and faith-
ful wife for 50 years. She loved the Lord and her 
church and loved to sing in the choir. Her hobbies 

included singing, painting, gardening and cook-
ing.

Thelma Jo was preceded in death by her parents, 
her husband, and two brothers, Jim Hudson and 
Don Hudson.

She is survived by her children, Dwayne and Kay 
Fraser of Stephenville, Sen. Troy and Linda Fraser 
of Horseshoe Bay, and Steve and Karen Fraser of 
Kingsland; her grandchildren, Carey and Julie 
Fraser of Stephenville, Chase and Tina Fraser of 
Boulder, Colo., Sunny and Craig Knocke of Dal-
las, Andrew Fraser of Austin, Matthew Fraser of 
Chicago, Ill., Lauren and Blair Nutting of Irving, 
and Taylor Fraser of Austin; great-grandchildren, 
Caryss Fraser of Stephenville, Chloe Fraser and 
Quinn Fraser of Boulder, Colo., and Davis Knocke 
and Conner Knocke of Dallas; sisters, Judy Burrow 
of Sweetwater, and Melba Hay of Hawley; and nu-
merous nephews, nieces and close friends. 

You may view and sign guestbook at www.elliott-
hamil.com

Paid obituary

Wilma Cashion
Wilma Edna Walker Holley 

Cashion, 85, a resident of the Big 
Spring area for more than 80 years 
and a lifetime member of Salem 
Baptist Church, went to be with 
her Lord and Savior on Monday, 
Dec. 27, 2010, at Briarcliff Health 
Center of Greenville. Visitation 
will be at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2010 
at 7 p.m. Graveside services will 
be Thursday, Dec. 30, 2010, at 2 

p.m. at Trinity Memorial Park with her grandson-
in-law, Gregory Lee, officiating.

Mrs. Cashion was born July 22, 1925 to Mack 
Willis Walker and Edna Jane Graham Walker in 
Howard County and married Wiley Henderson Hol-
ley Aug. 10, 1943. Wilma and Wiley had four sons, 
Gene, Glen, Charles (“Tooter”) and Gary, and one 
daughter, Jan. They lost young Tooter as an infant 
and Wiley passed away in September 1960. 

With determination, the help of a fine family and 
a “can-do” attitude, Wilma raised her young family 
as an Avon representative for many years. In 1966, 
Wilma was blessed with love again and married 
Omar L. Cashion and gained LaDonna, her step-
daughter and the Hanners, another fine family she 
loved dearly. Wilma and Omar had a great love for 
each other that was incredible to watch.

Omar passed away in 1999 and Wilma’s health be-
gan to decline. Even though her body was failing, 
she spent her last years trying to keep her mind ac-
tive by putting together the most challenging and 
often uniquely-shaped puzzles, and working word 
search books. Every nurse and caregiver loved 
her to distraction and loved her smile.  She was the 
sweetest of patients. No matter how bad she felt, she 
was always “fine.”

Wilma was preceded in death by her parents, Wil-
lis Max and Edna Jane Graham Walker; husbands, 
Wiley Henderson Holley and Omar Lionel Cashion; 
her son, Charles Wayne (“Tooter”) Holley; and her 
brother, Grady Max Walker.

Wilma is survived by her brother and sister-in-
law, Ralph and Marion Walker of Big Spring; sister-
in-law, Doris Hanners, of King Fisher, Okla.; son 
and daughter-in-law, Gene and Carolyn Holley of 
Wolfe City; son and daughter-in-law, Glen and Kaye 
Holley of Big Spring; son and daughter-in-law, Gary 
and Debbie Holley of Forney: daughter and son-in-
law, Jan and Richard Jackson of Angleton; step-
daughter and stepson-in-law, LaDonna and David 
Johnson of Cape Girardeau, Mo.; eight grandsons; 
one granddaughter; one step-grandson; 20 great-
grandchildren; and a host of nieces and nephews in 
the Walker, Holley, Gladson, Cashion and Hanners 
families. John 3:16

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorials 
to Relay for Life, Attn: Sandy Griffin, 1217 E. 17th 
Street, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary
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Obituaries

Take note
• Big Spring’s own Charley Johnson will be in-

ducted as a member of the 2010 Class into the Tex-
as Sports Hall Of Fame on Feb. 7, 2011, in Waco. If 
you can’t attend but would like to list your name 
in an official program ad that congratulates Char-
ley for this momentous achievement, contact Ken 
Johnson at 940-325-4366 for details or e-mail at ken-
rocknj@suddenlink.net. If you want to attend the 
ceremonies, contact Ken about discount tickets.

• An account has been set up to help Bob and Jea-
nine Fishback with Bob’s medical and travel ex-
penses: Bob Fishback Medical Account 915967, Big 
Spring Education Employees Federal Credit Union, 
1110 Benton, Big Spring 79720. For more informa-
tion, call 263-8393.

• A fund has been established at Citizen’s Credit 
Union for the Lupe Chavarria family, who lost all 

of their possessions in a recent house fire. For more 
information, contact the credit union at 267-6373.

• Do you have a minute? An hour? How about 
making a difference in someone’s life? Become a 
hospice volunteer. One hour a month can make a 
difference. Whether it visiting a patient, or working 
in the office, or helping with a craft, you can make 
a difference. We can work around your schedule. 
If interested, please call Michelle Coutermarsh, at 
Compass Hospice, 263-5999 or apply in person at 
1003 E. FM 700 in Big Spring.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
Bring this note when you join and receive a box of 
Weight Watchers snacks through Oct. 31. Weigh-
in is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.
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with Richard Jefferson, 
about the attitude 
throughout the team.

The Lakers dropped to 
21-10, marking the first 
time since 2007 they’ve 
reached 10 losses this 
early.

“We’re all moody,” 
Bryant said. “Fish got 
a tech today and he’s 
the basketball version 
of Barack Obama. Ev-
erybody’s a little moody 
right now.”

DeJuan Blair had 17 
points and 15 rebounds, 
leading an unlikely 
Spurs cast that buried 
the Lakers in the fourth. 
Jefferson scored 17 
points and George Hill 
had 10 while the Spurs 
coasted toward the end, 
almost remarkably, 
while Duncan and Gi-
nobili were reduced to 
non-factors on offense.

Duncan was 1 of 7 from 

the field and had two 
points. Ginobili made 
only 3 of 12, finishing 
with nine points.

“It means Tony Parker 
was amazing tonight,” 
Spurs coach Gregg Pop-
ovich said.

Ron Artest and An-
drew Bynum had 10 
points apiece for the 
Lakers. When the buzz-
er sounded, Bryant was 
the first off the bench 
and headed back to the 
locker room.

It’s only December, 
but Bryant hasn’t treat-
ed the slump as a mere 
blip.

After James and Dw-
yane Wade coasted to a 
14-point win in Los An-
geles on Saturday, Bry-
ant seethed over a sec-
ond straight home loss. 
He said it was as though 
the games “mean more 
to our opponents than 
they do us” and grum-
bled over the focus of 
the two-time defending 
champs.

Bryant came out like 

he was trying to set 
an example. He scored 
eight of the Lakers’ first 
10 points — all within 
the first 3 minutes — and 
attempted 10 shots in the 
first quarter alone.

Covered by Hill in the 
second quarter, Bryant 
drew his third techni-
cal foul in three games 
when the two confront-
ed each other under the 
basket. They continued 
talking back to the other 
end of the court.

“I just wanted him to 
know that you might be 
an NBA All-Star and the 
MVP, but I won’t back 
down from anybody,” 
Hill said.

For all that intensity, 
Bryant had a miserable 
night.

After making four of 
his first five shots, Bry-
ant missed 13 shots in 
a row and turned the 
ball over four times. 
The slump finally ended 
with 4:44 left in the third 
quarter on a wide-open 
3-pointer.

PRO BOWL
Continued from Page 1B

pended by the league and served jail 
time for running a dogfighting ring. 
This season, he has gone from a 
seldom-used backup to the NFC’s 
leading passer, the catalyst for 
Philadelphia’s dynamic offense.

He wasn’t really interested in talk-
ing about the Pro Bowl after the Min-
nesota Vikings upset the NFC East 
champion Eagles 24-14 in the NFL’s 
first Tuesday game since 1946.

“I’m not worried about the Pro Bowl 
right now,” he said. “There’s so many 
things going on in my head. I appreci-
ate the Pro Bowl, but as of right now, 
I can’t even focus on that. It’s in obliv-
ion right now.”

Besides Vick, the Eagles had four 
other players selected.

Atlanta, which leads the NFC with a 
12-3 record, had the most Pro Bowlers 
with seven, including quarterback 
Matt Ryan, receiver Roddy White and 
defensive end John Abraham.

New England (13-2), the AFC leader, 
had six Pro Bowlers, led by QB Tom 
Brady, the league’s top passer who 
will make his sixth trip to the game — 
providing the Patriots don’t make the 
Super Bowl. The game will be played 
the Sunday before the title game at 
Dallas Cowboys Stadium.

Baltimore, Green Bay and Dallas 
also had five players voted in Tues-
day.

Four rookies were chosen, with DT 

Ndamukong Suh of Detroit a starter 
for the NFC. Cornerback Devin Mc-
Courty of New England, kick returner 
Marc Mariani of Tennessee and cen-
ter Maurkice Pouncey of Pittsburgh 
made the AFC squad.

“It’s a tremendous honor, obviously 
being a rookie and getting my feet wet 
in the NFL,” Suh said. “I can’t expect 
anything more ... it’s only going to 
make me want to work harder to get 
back there again.”

Altogether, there were seven first-
timers on the NFC squad, 14 newcom-
ers for the AFC.

The only teams not represented 
were Buffalo, Cincinnati, Seattle and 
Tampa Bay.

Also chosen from the Eagles were 
receiver DeSean Jackson, tackle Ja-
son Peters, cornerback Asante Sam-
uel and placekicker David Akers. 
Philadelphia was playing Minnesota 
on Tuesday night and Vick was not 
available before the game to com-
ment.

The other Falcons were tight end 
Tony Gonzalez, fullback Ovie Mughel-
li, running back Michael Turner and 
special teamer Eric Weems.

Joining Brady in Honolulu from the 
Patriots will be McCourty; guard Lo-
gan Mankins, who missed a portion 
of the season in a contract dispute; 

linebacker Jerod Mayo; safety Bran-
don Merriweather; and nose tackle 
Vince Wilfork.

Starting for the NFC with Vick 
will be White and Detroit’s Calvin 
Johnson at wide receiver, Dallas TE 
Jason Witten, Atlanta’s Turner and 
Mughelli in the backfield, Peters and 
Carolina’s Jordan Gross at tackle, the 
Giants’ Chris Snee and Saints’ Jahri 
Evans at guard, and Dallas center An-
dre Gurode.

On defense for the NFC will be ends 
Julius Peppers of Chicago and Abra-
ham, tackles Suh and Jay Ratliff of 
Dallas, linebackers Clay Matthews of 
Green Bay, DeMarcus Ware of Dallas 
and Patrick Willis of San Francisco, 
cornerbacks Samuel and Charles 
Woodson of Green Bay, and safeties 
Nick Collins of Green Bay and Adrian 
Wilson of Arizona.

The NFC punter is Dallas’ Mat 
McBriar, while Chicago’s Devin 
Hester is the kick returner.

Backup quarterbacks for the NFC 
are Ryan and Drew Brees.

“First off, it’s truly an honor just to 
be in the conversation of being a Pro 
Bowl player, but to make it two years 
in a row, I’m real fortunate and ap-
preciative for the opportunity,” Mat-
thews said. “Hopefully we’ll be busy 
at the time.”

Joining Brady on the AFC’s starting 
offense will be WRs Reggie Wayne of 
Indianapolis and Andre Johnson of 
Houston, TE Antonio Gates of San 
Diego, Jacksonville running back 
Maurice Jones-Drew and Houston 
fullback Vonta Leach, tackles Joe 
Thomas of Cleveland and Jake Long 
of Miami, guards Mankins and Kris 
Dielman of San Diego, and Jets center 
Nick Mangold.

The AFC starting defense features 
Indianapolis ends Dwight Freeney 
and Robert Mathis, Wilfork and Bal-
timore tackle Haloti Ngata, lineback-
ers Ray Lewis of Baltimore, James 
Harrison of Pittsburgh and Cameron 
Wake of Miami, cornerbacks Dar-
relle Revis of the Jets and Oakland’s 
Nnamdi Asomugha, and safeties Troy 
Polamalu of Pittsburgh and Ed Reed 
of Baltimore.

Baltimore’s Billy Cundiff is the 
placekicker, Oakland’s Shane Lechler 
the punter, Mariani the kick returner 
and Montell Owens of Jacksonville 
the special teamer.

Colts QB Peyton Manning made his 
11th Pro Bowl as a backup to Brady. 
He joined Brett Favre as the only 
quarterbacks selected to at least 11 
games.

San Diego’s Philip Rivers is the oth-
er AFC quarterback.

“Wow, No. 12 feels like No. 1,” Lew-
is said. “I tell my teammates that 
I am going to train to be a Pro Bowl 
player that season, and my focus paid 
off again this season. This never gets 
old.”

BASKETBALL
Continued from Page 1B 

Brendan Roman 6, Bracken Schreiner 4, 
D. Bagnall 4, Patrick Robles 3, Elgin 
Suazo 1

Sterling City 12 5 24 5 - 46
Forsan 6 10 9 0 – 25

Forsan — Ty Johnson 11, B. Phillips 
10, Bracken Schreiner 2, Kolten Self 2

Records: Forsan (7-8, 1-0 in district 
play)

Next game: Forsan vs. Miles at 3 p.m. 
today

Coahoma in the Mary 
Tatum Holiday Classic

The Coahoma Bulldogettes are 
gearing up for the Mart Tatum Holi-
day Classic at Reagan County High 
School today. They face Irion County 
at 3 p.m. today in the main gym. 

The Bulldogs face Ballinger at 4:30 
p.m. today in the main gym.

Other scores
Grady boys
Cotton Classic at Grady 
and Klondike High 
Schools

Grady 64, Trinity 32
Grady 48, Southland 23
Championship game: Grady vs. Ira 

at 1:30 p.m.

Grady girls
Cotton Classic at Grady 

and Klondike High 
Schools

Trinity 43, Grady 40
Grady 49, Southland 25
Grady vs. Plains at noon today

Stanton boys
Alley Hoop Classic at 
Iraan High School

Stanton 58, Crane 43 (Monday)
Stanton 51, Garden City 38 (Mon-

day)
Stanton 63, Midland Classical 36
Stanton 45, Iraan 42

Garden City boys
Alley Hoop Classic at 
Iraan High School

Garden City 56, Midland Classical 
34 (Monday)

Stanton 51, Garden City 38 (Mon-
day)

Crane 62, Garden City 47

Stanton girls
Alley Hoop Classic at 
Iraan High School

Stanton 40, Garden City 28 (Mon-
day)

Stanton 45, Kermit 32 (Monday)
Stanton 37, Nueces Canyon 36

Graden City girls
Alley Hoop Classic at 
Iraan High School

Stanton 40, Garden City 28 (Mon-
day)

Garden City 60, Iraan 26 (Monday)
Garden City 40, Crane 28

“It’s a tremendous honor, obviously being a rookie and getting my 
feet wet in the NFL. I can’t expect anything more.” 

Ndamukong Suh,
 Detroit Lions’ lineman on making the Pro Bowl as a rookie
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 and helping to realize 
her unfulfilled dreams.

One of Makayla’s 
hopes — to someday 
publish a book — has 
now come to life in “The 
Bear’s Castle,” a simple 
story of a little bear who 
wants to make all his 
wishes come true. It is 
accompanied by a re-
cording of the girl’s ini-
tial telling of the story.

“We are trying to 
bring something good 
out of the ashes that is 
our life at this point,” 
Jim Sitton said.

A foundation bearing 
Makayla’s name carries 
on her love of dance and 
music, and it receives 
all profits from sales 
of the book. An annual 
concert has been started 
in her honor. And her 
plans for a Christmas 
pageant are coming to 
fruition.

Her parents hope chil-
dren who open the story-
book will find some joy 
in one of her creations, 
a tiny fragment of the 
happiness she brought 
to her family. Yet they 
can’t paper over the past, 
so it simply remains un-
touched in their home 
in a manicured develop-

ment in this beachside 
town since the night a 
family tradition turned 
into a massacre.

“How do you cope with 
that?” asked the girl’s 
father. “You don’t heal, 
time doesn’t heal. The 
hole is still there.”

Thanksgiving always 
was the family’s favorite 
holiday. Some 16 people 
gathered at their home 
Nov. 26, 2009, including 
a last-minute guest, Mu-
riel Sitton’s cousin Paul 
Merhige.

They enjoyed a tradi-
tional dinner and then 
gathered in a horseshoe 
around their brown 
Baldwin piano to sing 
and dance, mostly 
church songs. As the 
night wore on, police 
say Merhige left the 
house, only to return 
with a gun.

Killed that night were 
Merhige’s twin sisters, 
one of whom was preg-
nant; his aunt, who was 
Muriel Sitton’s mother; 
and Makayla, who had 
been tucked into bed not 
long before. Others were 
hurt, including one rel-
ative who spent three 
months in a coma.

“I have been waiting 
20 years to do this,” Jim 
Sitton said he heard 
Merhige say during the 
shooting.

Merhige was on the 

run for more than a 
month after the shoot-
ings. He is jailed and 
has pleaded not guilty 
to murder and attempt-
ed murder charges and 
could face the death 
penalty if convicted.

When a children’s 
book illustrator, Ty-
ler Hollis, heard of the 
girl’s killing and her 
proclivity for writing, 
she offered her help. 
Makayla had penned 
several stories while 
being homeschooled by 
her mother and had al-
ways wanted to publish 
a book. Within a few 
months, “The Bear’s 
Castle” was born.

Makayla’s mother re-
corded the girl’s story-
telling one day, the sim-
ple tale of a little bear 
who wanted to make all 
his wishes come true. 
He meets a unicorn, and 
the two live together 
happily ever after in a 
castle.

“It had a perfect begin-
ning and an end,” the 
girl’s mom said.

The project was a labor 
of love for Hollis, too, 
whose own adult daugh-

ter died four years ago. 
The hardest part, she 
said, was hearing Ma-
kayla’s words.

“Listening to that little 
voice telling the story,” 
she said, trailing off as 
her voice cracked and 
her eyes welled. “She 
was so incredibly intel-
ligent and bright and 
smart.”

A glimpse of that 
comes through in a visit 
to the Sittons’ home, 
where Makayla’s writ-
ings remain just as she 
left them, her Bible ju-
diciously filled with her 
markings and notes, her 
artwork hung in the liv-
ing room.

Despite all this, the Sit-
tons, both 49, said they 
remain thankful for the 
time they had with their 
daughter and that they 
each spent a special mo-
ment with her before 
she went to sleep that 
Thanksgiving night.

Her father prayed 
with her and kissed her 
and told her he loved 
her. Her mother told her 
how proud she was, how 
much she loved her, and 
blew kisses. She was 

tucked away in her 
room, which she said 
was “where only good 
things happen.”

Jim Sitton eventually 
returned to work as a 
television news cam-
eraman. Muriel Sitton, 
a former television pro-
ducer who had devoted 
her recent years to her 
only child, remains 
at home each day, tor-
mented by emptiness.

“This house used to be 
full of little girl giggles, 
the energy of a little 
girl, and now it’s just 
an empty house,” Jim 
Sitton said. “Can you 
hear that? Just deadly 
silent.”

The girl’s mother said 
softly: “The silence is 
horrible.”
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NOTICE OF SCHEDULED
ENTRY INTO FIELDS

Pursuant  to  Tex.  Agric.  Code,
Sec.  74.117,  cotton  producers
in  the  Permian  Basin  Boll
Weevil Eradication Zone, which
consists  of  Dawson,  Ector,
Howard, Martin, and portions of
Borden  and  Midland  counties
are  hereby  notified  that  Texas
Boll  Weevil  Eradication
Foundation  personnel  will  be
conducting eradication activities
in  and  around  their  fields,
beginning  January  16,  2011.
All cotton fields will be mapped,
and treatment will  begin during
the cotton-growing season.  For
notification  prior  to  any
chemical treatment,  call  1-800-
687-1212  with  the  exact
location  of  your  field  and
appropriate telephone numbers.
Field  entry  and  treatment  is
expected to last  until  all  cotton
is  harvested  in  the  zone.  For
more information regarding this
program, please call  the Texas
Boll  Weevil  Eradication
Foundation at 
1-800-687-1212.

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE
AND

RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off  Adults
50¢ Off Children

FOR SUNDAY BUFFET
Must present coupon

1 per person
NO TAKE OUTS

Expires 12/31/10
404 E. FM 700
432-263-0181 218383

Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/10
217835

Bobbi King
Licensed Kids Can Sew Instructor

Boys & Girls Ages 6 and up
432-267-1296, Big Spring, Tx 21

25
53

BRING IN THIS AD FOR FREE DRINK
with purchase of buffet 213170

For Delivery
263-2222

2602 Gregg St.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Wilma Holley Cashion, 
85, died Monday.  The 
family will receive 
friends from 7 p.m. until 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.  Graveside ser-
vices will be at 2 p.m. 
Thursday at Trinity 
Memorial Park. 

Amalia “Mollie” 
Larez, 90, died Tuesday.  
Vigil Services will be at 
7 p.m. Wednesday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel.  
Funeral Services will be 
at 4 p.m. Thursday at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

STAMPS
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as the economic downturn have been 

cited for a 3.5 percent decline in mail 
volume from 2009 to 2010.

The Postal Service lost $8.5 billion 
in the year ending Sept. 30, even af-
ter trimming more than 100,000 jobs 

in recent years, and estimates it will 
lose $6 billion to $7 billion in the next 
year. One of its proposals for dealing 
with its financial troubles calls for 
cutting delivery to five days a week 

instead of six, a change Congress 
must approve.

Online:
U.S. Postal Service: www.usps.com

The Big Spring Police Department re-
ported the following activity Tuesday and 
early Wednesday:

• MELVIN WILLIAM BIDDLE, 48, 908 W. 
Fourth, was arrested on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• DAVID LYNN DOW, 27, 1402 Tucson, 
was arrested on a charge of criminal tres-
pass.

• JAMES CARSON, 50, 200 N. Scurry, 
was arrested on two warrants from other 
agencies.

• ASHLEY CASSAREZ LUNA, 26, 406 S. 
Douglas, was arrested on a charge of driv-
ing while intoxicated/second offense.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was 
reported in the 100 block of Lockhart.

• THEFT was reported in the 1700 block 
of Johnson.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office re-
ported the following activity Tuesday (63 
prisoners were reported in the county 
jail):

• BILLY WAYNE ALDRIDGE SR., 50, was 
jailed on a charge of no driver’s license.

• MELVIN WILLIAM BIDDLE, 48, was 
jailed on a charge of public intoxication.

• DAVID LYNN DOW, 27, was jailed on 
Tom Green County warrants charging 
driving while intoxicated/third or more 
offense, bail jumping and failure to ap-
pear.

• ASHLEY CASSAREZ LUNA, 25, was 
jailed on a charge of driving while intoxi-
cated/second offense.

• ROBERT RUBIN SANCHEZ, 46, was 
jailed on a charge of public intoxication.

• SAMANTHA JUNE VASQUEZ, 22, was 
jailed on charges of driving while intoxi-
cated, resisting arrest, search or trans-
port, and possession of marijuana under 
two ounces.

• TIFFNEY TINDOL, 31, was jailed on a 
warrant charging criminal mischief/im-
pairing or interrupting public service.

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emer-
gency Medical Service reported the follow-
ing activity Tuesday and early Wednes-
day:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 
block of Chanute. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 
block of Hunter. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2500 
block of Hunter. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported at 
the intersection of Longshore and Martin. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 
block of Lancaster. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

Police Beat

Sheriff

Sheriff

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Fri

12/31

55/29
Partly cloudy and
windy. Highs in the
mid 50s and lows in
the upper 20s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:47 AM 5:51 PM

Sat

1/1

52/25
More sun than
clouds. Highs in the
low 50s and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:47 AM 5:52 PM

Sun

1/2

54/31
Mix of sun and
clouds. Highs in the
mid 50s and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:47 AM 5:53 PM

Mon

1/3

59/33
Plenty of sun. Highs
in the upper 50s and
lows in the low 30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:47 AM 5:54 PM

Tue

1/4

63/34
Mostly sunny. Highs
in the low 60s and
lows in the mid 30s.

Sunrise Sunset
7:48 AM 5:54 PM

Brownsville
82/57

Houston
73/46

Austin
66/38

Dallas
64/37

El Paso
46/24

Amarillo
40/13

San Antonio
74/42

Big Spring

55/29

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 56 32 windy El Paso 46 24 pt sunny Midland 51 32 windy
Amarillo 40 13 windy Fort Stockton 54 32 pt sunny Raymondville 84 53 pt sunny
Austin 66 38 pt sunny Gainesville 59 30 pt sunny Rosenberg 73 44 t-storm
Beaumont 72 48 t-storm Greenville 62 33 pt sunny San Antonio 74 42 pt sunny
Brownsville 82 57 pt sunny Houston 73 46 t-storm San Marcos 68 38 pt sunny
Brownwood 62 34 windy Kingsville 81 48 pt sunny Sulphur Springs 65 37 t-storm
Corpus Christi 77 49 pt sunny Livingston 71 41 t-storm Sweetwater 56 32 windy
Corsicana 64 37 pt sunny Longview 68 39 t-storm Tyler 66 37 t-storm
Dallas 64 37 pt sunny Lubbock 48 20 windy Weatherford 60 31 pt sunny
Del Rio 69 37 mst sunny Lufkin 71 42 t-storm Wichita Falls 56 26 windy

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 61 47 pt sunny Houston 73 46 t-storm Phoenix 44 29 pt sunny
Boston 43 32 mst sunny Los Angeles 57 42 mst sunny San Francisco 53 46 cloudy
Chicago 49 23 rain Miami 77 61 pt sunny Seattle 38 29 mst sunny
Dallas 64 37 pt sunny Minneapolis 26 6 sn shower St. Louis 62 27 rain
Denver 17 3 sn shower New York 41 35 pt sunny Washington, DC 47 38 cloudy

Moon Phases

Last
Dec 28

UV Index

Fri

12/31
3

Moderate

Sat

1/1
3

Moderate

Sun

1/2
3

Moderate

Mon

1/3
3

Moderate

Tue

1/4
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 -
11 number scale, with a higher UV
Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service
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Help Wanted

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
****ATTENTION DRIVERS****

Duncan Disposal – Coahoma –
Now hiring a driver for our 
Coahoma area, need at least a 
Class B CDL. Experience 
Preferred for a driver’s 
position. Drivers must be able 
to pass a mandatory DOT and 
a   corporate   drug    testing 
requirements. The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri, with 
some Sat mornings. Please 
send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com or apply 
at 8220 W. Hwy 80, Midland, 
TX 79706 – no phone calls 
please. – Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

CITY OF BIG SPRING 
Communications Officer

Inventory Specialist
Water Treatment-

Plant Operator
Animal Control Warden

Police Records Technician
Human Resources Technician

Airpark Maintenance- 
Technician

For more information go to 
www.mybigspring.com,
or apply in person in the 
Human Resources Office 

located at 310 Nolan. 
(432)264-2346.

COME JOIN the Team at 
Parks Fuels, need a person to 
do data entry, filing, verifying 
invoices, and other secretary 
duties. Apply at 303 East 1st 
Street. 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
located in Austin, TX seeks an 
experienced     Commercial 
Superintendent for a remodel 
project at the VA Hospital in 
Big Springs, TX.
Must have previous experience 
as lead foreman/super and a 
minimum of 5 yrs experience 
with OSHA certification.
We   are  looking  to  fill  this 
position  immediately.  Send 
resumes to 
resumessa2010@aol.com.

Help Wanted
EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

HIGGINBOTHAM BARTLETT
is now hiring for CDL driver 
and warehouse/rental posi-
tions. Both must have clean 
driving record and be able to 
pass drug screen and criminal 
background check. Ware-
house/rental needs experience 
with small engine repair. No 
phone calls please. Apply in 
person at 1900 E. FM 700.

Join BUSY BEE’S professional 
home cleaning team! Enjoy an 
independent work environment 
and $10/hr compensation. We 
provide paid training, all neces-
sary supplies and uniform. 
Must have own transportation 
and speak English (bilingual a 
plus). All cleaners are drug 
tested and background 
checked. Bonded and insured. 
Please  call Jessi Williams, 
owner,  at 432-816-3732 for an 
application.

LABORERS FOR Manufactur-
ing Plant. General construction, 
carpentry skills are a benefit. 
Call (432)267-4701.

NURSES UNLIMITED, inc. 
seeking sitters/CNA’S to work 
for private duty clients. Hourly 
rate call 1-800-201-5904, all 
shifts available, office hours, 
M.-TH. 8-5, FRI. 8-12, EOE.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab   now   hiring  charge 
Nurse for 10pm-6am shift. 
Competitive pay plus benefits. 
Great family working environ-
ment. Apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

Drivers
TRANSPORT DRIVERS

Griffin Transportation
Positions In

Big Spring & Odessa
CDL/Hazmat, 2 yrs exp
(tanker preferred), good 

MVR. Full Benefit Package.
rbarron@ripgriffin.com

Fax: 806-785-4182
Call: 806-744-2067

Ask for Transportation Dept.
Day & Night Shifts Available

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now taking applica-
tions   for  an   Admissions/ 
Marketing Director

*Must have strong 
organizational skills and 
computer knowledge

*Must have strong people
skills and be outgoing

*Must be self-motivated
*Must be able to travel and
have own dependable 
transportation

*Must have high school
diploma but college degree
and/or college classes is 
preferred

*Must be flexible. Most 
weekends off.

Great working environment and 
benefits. Please apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

DRIVERS: 
Regional Positions. Great 
Wages + Benefits. Low Cost 
Medical. Vacation, 401K after 
first Year 800-469-7714 
wdtmilk.net

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SEEKING      EXPERIENCED
female for temporary clerical 
position at natural gas plant NE 
of Big Spring, Must have good 
typing skills and good knowl-
edge of computers. Must have 
good telephone skills and be 
able to work with others.

Send resume to:
Plant Supervisor
11703 E FM 846 

Coahoma, TX 79511 
or email 

mwcol@wtggas.com 
or fax (432)399-4290

SPECS. & Company is seeking  
a self motivated employee with 
excellent communication and 
customer skills. Will train right 
person. Apply at 2311 Scurry. 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-5:30 
Friday 8:30-12:00.

Instructional

HOT ITEM!!
Bellydance class  

starting 
Tuesday January 4th 

Big Spring YMCA 7:30pm. 
Ladies 18-80. $45/month. 

Contact Victoria 432-230-5456 
(after 12/28) or 
victoria.white

cotton@gmail.com 
for information.

Items for Sale
NIX SHELLED Pecans. Will 
deliver in town. Call 
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

ORDERED By Mistake- 
14’X32’ Barn/Garage only 
$199.00 a month. Delivery/Fi-
nancing. (432)563-3108.

Items for Sale
SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$325.00 Full Cord & $180.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

Pets

HOT  ITEM
UKC Registered XL Pit Bull 
puppies for sale.  3 Males and 
5 females. Will be ready to go 
in 2 weeks. For more info call 
or text (4320935-0358.

Real Estate for Rent
1802 EAST 11th Place across 
from College. 3 Bdrm, 2 bath, 
fenced, CH/A. Appliances in-
cluded. No Pets. Non-Smokers 
preferred. No HUD. $775. 
month, $600. deposit. Ready 
Jan. 1st. Call (432)816-3042.

2 SMALL Houses- 3 Bdrm & 2 
Bdrm. $500. each. Call Diane 
951-797-3752.

419     WESTOVER- Newly 
Remodeled 3 Bdrm, 2 bath, 1 
car garage. Large family room 
& den. Great neighborhood. 
$925  a month, $800 deposit. 
Call (432)267-7032.

4200 PARKWAY, 3 bdr/1bth, 
newly remodeled, with carport, 
fenced yard, no pets, 
non-smoker preferred, no 
HUD, $800.00 month, $500.00 
deposit, call 432-270-3849.

BUY or RENT 1 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
1903 Gregg Street. Recently 
Remodeled. $500.00 Month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

COUNTRY LIVING. Just out-
side city limits. 1 Bedroom with 
CH/A, washer & dryer. Call 
(432)263-7769 for more info.

CRESTVIEW TERRACE
APARTMENTS

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Under New Management

Large 1& 2 Bdrms 
Security 
HUD OK

NEARLY FINISHED Vintage 
Home 605 Runnels.  2 Bdrm 
(Big), 1 bath. Almost new 
throughout. Glass sunporch. 
None smoking/pets. Credit 
Qualify.  $650.. Broker 
432-270-0707.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Real Estate for Rent
Smaller 3 Bdrm/1 bath. NEW
carpet, refrigerator, stove, 
washer & dryer. Fenced yard, 
Pets Okay. $550.00 Month, 
$550.00 deposit, Call 
210-464-7879 before noon or 
after 8pm.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved. 
Saba County. Beautiful Game 
Ranch. $4,500,000.00. OBO. 
Must Sell. Call 903-326-4851, 
903-872-2022 or 
325-623-5651.

NEW 3BDR/ 2bath on half acre 
lot. Forsan ISD, $3975 down, 
$588 a month. WAC. 
432-517-0062.

TexSCAN Week of                   
December 26, 2010

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BE YOUR OWN BOSS start today! Own a Red
Hot, Dollar Plus, Mailbox or Discount Party
Store from $51,900 worldwide! 100% Turnkey,
1-800-518-3064, www.DRSS4.com

DO YOU EARN $800.00 in a day? Your own
local candy route; 25 machines and candy all
for $9995.All major credit cards accepted,
1-877-915-8222

DRIVERS
17 DRIVERS NEEDED ;  Top 5% pay!
excellent benefits, new trucks ordered. Need
CDL-A and 3 months OTR. 1-877-258-8782,
www.meltontruck.com

CDL-A DRIVERS; Home most weekends,
regional opportunity, solid miles mainly I-35,
great equipment. 8 month OTR experience.
1-888-730-9312 www.deboertrans.com

DRIVERS- COMPANY FFE seeks 1 year experi-
ence for OTR drivers. ($1000 sign-on bonus) Start
your new career, students welcome! Also seek owner
operators. Call 1-800-569-9232 or recruit@ffex.net

DRIVERS EARN up to 49¢/mile! 1 year
minimum OTR experience qualifies you to be a 
trainer for our fleet. Call 1-888-417-7564, CRST 
EXPEDITED; www.JoinCRST.com

DRIVERS-FOOD TANKER drivers needed
OTR positions available now. CDL-A with Tanker
required. Outstanding pay & benefits; call a recruiter
today! 1-877-882-6537, www.oakleytransport.com

DRIVERS: HOME OF the quarterly Harley-
Davidson Give-a-Away. Hiring solo, team and
casual drivers. No CDL?  We will train; call
1-800-994-4544, www.m-v-t.com

DRIVERS-OWNER/OPERATORS Industry
leading revenue per mile+ 100% FSC. No money 
down tractor purchase program, no lease on
costs. Class-A CDL, hazmat and tanker required. 
1-888-240-4808. www.millerdriving.com

DRIVERS-OTR $1000 sign-on bonus! FFE
seeks 1 year experience. No experience, no
problem. Training available call 1-800-569-9232 
or apply online at www.ffejobs.com

DRIVERS-OWNER/OPERATORS Solo,
teams, fleets. At least 2,800 miles per week.
Home every 10-14 days. We have more freight
than available trucks. 1-877-901-8591.

DRIVERS- REGIONAL Van drivers. 35-37
cpm based on experience. BCBS benefits pack-
age. Home every week. CDL-A with 1 year
experience required. Call 1-888-362-8608 or
apply at www.averittcareers.com. EOE

DRIVERS- 100% Tuition paid CDL train-
ing! No credit check, no experience required.
Trainers earn 49¢/mile. 1-888-417-7564,
CRST EXPEDITED, www.JoinCRST.com

NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER! 2-day paid
orientation, late-model equipment, great pay
and benefits! CDL-A required, 1year OTR
experience, Freymiller, Inc. 1-800-257-1381;
www.freymiller.com

OWNER OPERATORS/REEFER 100%
Owner/Operators company. CDL-A regional
freight. $1,000.00 sign-on bonus! Home
weekly,  call 1-888-377-7537 or visit www.
suncocarriers.com

UP TO .36¢ per mile. Company drivers,
Regional Southwest. Class A-CDL. 1 year
OTR experience required. Steady freight,
great benefits. Apply now; 1-888-440-2465
or www.nationalcarriers.com

YOU GOT THE drive, we have the direction. 
OTR drivers, APU Equipped, Pre-Pass, EZ-pass, 
Pets / passenger policy. Newer equipment. 100% 
NO touch. 1-800-528-7825

HELP WANTED
BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL and College? Drop
that entry level position. Earn what you’re worth!
Travel with successful young business group. Paid
training, transportation and lodging provided. Suc-
cess Express Sales, Inc. 1-877-646-5050.

REAL ESTATE
676 ACRES-REEVES County, 15 Miles North 
Pecos. River frontage. Call Jack 1-214-755-6224.

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake
Medina/Bandera 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E,
RV/motor home/house, OK only $830 down
$235 month (12.91%/10yr), Guaranteed financ-
ing, More information call 1-830-460-8354

LAKE LOT FOR SALE Beautiful 4 acres
located among hugh rolling hills of east Texas.
Gated over 250 feet of shoreline on pristine
330 acre private lake. Cleared spot for build-
ing. Trees toward the water. Only $82,700.
Great low terms. Call 1-888-243-4047.

1 ACRE WITH BOAT slip $29,900. Hugh
private lake, easy 1 hour DFW. Beautiful land, 
amazing opportunity. Historial low terms. Call 
1-866-730-0755 now!

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV/motor home/
house, pier, boat ramp, pool, clubhouse, gated entry,
on Lake Fork, $690 down ($6900/10.91%/7yr)
Guaranteed financing, 1-214-696-2315

$ 1 0 6  M O N T H  B U Y S  l a n d  f o r  RV,
MH or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,
($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days same as cash,
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high
paying aviation career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified, job place-
ment assistance. Call  Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 1-877-523-4531

 HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA graduate in 4
weeks! Free brochure! Call now! 1-866-562-
3650, ext. 55. www.southeasternHS.com

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide Ad .....................$500
307 Newspapers, 1,018,288 Circulation

North Region Only ..........$230
99 Newspapers, 270,048 Circulation

South Region Only ..........$230
107 Newspapers, 501,889 Circulation

West Region Only ............$230
101 Newspapers, 248,581 Circulation

RESTAURANT MANAGER
Restaurant Exp. Preferred

Medical, Dental/Life
401K, Vacation

Bonus Plan
Paid Training

Fax resume to:
(210) 694-0400

Or email to:
bsaucedo@dentexcentral.com

E.O.E.

21
86

43

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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A happier New Year...

Rather see a steak on the grill

W
e all make New 
Year’s resolutions 
that sound oh-so-
good — at the time. 

But, do they sound so good a 
month or two after New Year’s?  

Sometimes the 
best (and the hard-
est) resolutions 
are the ones we 
make to become a 
better person. 

The following 
resolutions are 
things we all can 
do, and doing 
them helps us live 
better lives.  

Try adding one 
of these every 
month:

• Spend less than you earn.  
Stay out of debt. Save money.  
Practice self-denial and patience.

• Live a simple life. Simple is 
better. Don’t clutter up your life 
with too many things.

• Live one day at a time. Make 
the most of today. Take time to 
enjoy life.

• Think positively. Fill your 
mind with useful, uplifting 
thoughts and images. Read, lis-
ten and watch very selectively.

• Be thankful. Form the at-
titude of gratitude. List your 
blessings. Be glad for your op-
portunities.

• Make your moods. Cultivate 
peaceful attitudes. Rise above 
your feelings.Talk cheerfully.  

• Be generous. Help others 
whenever you can. Give your 
time and your money to worth-
while causes.

• Maintain good motives. Work 
for the good of others, not just 
yourself. Avoid selfishness.

• Practice the Golden Rule. 
Try always to treat others as you 
would like to be treated.

• Be cooperative. Resist the 
common tendency to want 
things your way. Yield to the 

other person more often. Try to 
see another’s point of view.

• Learn to relax. Take time to 
restore yourself. 

• Get a hobby.
• Maintain balance in your 

life. Devote the proper amount 
of time to all aspects of your life: 
spiritual, family, community, 
career, physical, mental, mate-
rial.

The best place to learn how to 
balance these aspects of your life 
is in church by studying, and 
then practicing your faith. 

These resolutions make more 
sense, and I believe, are easier 
to accomplish, if we live them 
through our faith.  

They all lead up to living and 
being the person God wants you 
to be.  

I pray that you have a Happy 
New Year!

 Scott Jimenez is a local chap-
lain

A
s newspaper report-
ers, it’s no secret 
we’re privy to the 
details of some of 

people’s stupidest decisions. In 
fact, it would seem those half-
baked ideas and 
plans provide us 
with a great deal to 
print, whether it’s 
some guy trying to 
bungee jump from 
his apartment bal-
cony or checking 
the gasoline level 
in his car with a lit 
match.

This is some-
thing I’ve come 
to expect. Every 
day, when I come 
to work and check the AP wire, 
I prepare myself for stupidity 
and irrationality on an epic 
scale. It’s not that I think people 
are necessarily stupid, just that 
they do stupid things, usually 
before they’ve given the matter 
adequate thought.

Have you ever slipped on 
a slick sidewalk, and, while 
scrambling to your feet thought, 
“Man, I’m glad no one saw that?” 
We all have, in one way or an-
other. Few people actually enjoy 
being embarrassed, especially 
when it’s the sort of idiocy folks 
are likely to remember — and re-
mind you of — for years to come.

So, imagine my surprise when 
a local resident wrote a letter 
to the editor spotlighting his 
own moment of, well, stupidity. 
Again, bear in mind I’m not call-
ing this person stupid. However, 
what he did ranks right up there.

In short, a local resident drove 
to Midland to purchase a copy of 
the Koran, the Muslim equiva-
lent of the Christian Bible. He 
then notified the assistant pastor 
of a nearby church he would be 
burning the book in his barbe-
cue pit Sept. 11 in memory of the 
lives lost in the terrorist attack 
on the World Trade Center.

While in the process of burn-
ing the book, a Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety helicopter 

made a few passes over his 
backyard, although it seems 
somewhat unclear exactly what 
their presence indicated.

In his letter, the book roaster 
assumes, “Apparently, that 
Christian church had influence 
over the state police to visit 
me because of my ethics about 
mass murdering innocent men, 
women and children is different 
from theirs.”

Now, I’m sure some read-
ers will applaud this man as a 
patriot standing up for what he 
believes in, although I’m sort of 
unsure exactly what burning a 
copy of a religious tome actually 
signifies.

At one point in history, the 
Nazis — you remember those 
whack-jobs, goose stepping 
through the mid 1900s — burned 
books throughout Germany that 
contradicted their ideology. 
Were they patriots?

Of course, the Nazi’s plan was 
very different. They scoured 
Germany for these books in an 
attempt to destroy all traces of 
their teachings and ideas. It was 
an attempt to simply erase ways 
of thought that did not agree 
with their own. Oddly enough, 
the Bible was one of the books 
the Nazis routinely torched.

Having studied theology 
extensively in college, books 
like the Koran — as well as the 
Tibetan Kangyur and Tengyur, 
Hindu Smriti, Islamic Hadith, 
The Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) 
and many, many others — have 
maintained a sense of mystery 
and interest for me through the 
years. As my theology professor 
used to say, it’s always good to 
know what the other guys are 
thinking and teaching.

So, to see someone burn a 
book, much less a book of mysti-
cism and great religious im-
portance to millions of people, 
is nothing short of horrifying. 
Granted, I’ve seen Satanists 
burn the Holy Bible, separatists 
burn copies of the United States 
Constitution and American-hat-
ing foreigners burn the U.S. flag. 

However, those people’s person-
al agendas, beliefs and politics 
fail to make the act anything less 
than childish and foolhardy.

Does anyone remember Terry 
Jones, the Florida preacher that 
announced to the world earlier 
this year he was going to burn 
1,000 copies of the Muslim holy 
book? Jones, 58, was perhaps the 
unlikely face of what’s become 
a small but international move-
ment that preys on growing 
hostility and uneasiness regard-
ing those of Muslim faith.

Jones cancelled the burning 
after government and military 
officials condemned the move, 
saying it could bring on a whole 
new wave of attacks on U.S. 
Citizens and service men and 
women serving abroad.

Of course, there was the under-
lying reason so many people op-
posed Jones’ plans, which were 
mainly hopes the idiot wouldn’t 
make Americans look like mind-
less dolts to the international 
community by taking a page 
from Nazi history and having a 
book barbecue.

With at least one local resident 
burning a religious tome in a 
stereotypical manner that lumps 
good-hearted Muslims in with 
idiots with bombs strapped to 
their chests, it’s not hard to see 
why America continues to be 
labeled uneducated troublemak-
ers throughout the world.

Needless to say, a nice, juicy 
steak would have made much 
better use of the barbecue pit 
and flames than a book. I won-
der if he’ll bother to burn this 
edition of the Herald, since I’m 
failing to agree with his man-
ner of thinking? If so, let’s dance 
around the flames in Kubrick-
ian glee, flinging the burning 
pages to the heavens. I suppose if 
you’re going to be a dunderhead 
about something, you might as 
well go for broke.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

W
hile an apparent mix-up in dates pre-
vented Howard County commission-
ers from passing a ban on fireworks 
just before Christmas, forcing offi-

cials to informally request that firework vendors 
not sell rockets that include sticks and fins, it’s 
time for citizens of this community to do the right 
thing by not buying or setting off those type fire-
works.

Howard County Volunteer Fire Chief Tommy 
Sullivan has spoken with several local fireworks 
vendors, requesting they abstain from selling 
rockets that include sticks or fins this holiday sea-
son.

“The vendors I’ve talked to have all been very co-
operative, and are willing to help us on this mat-
ter,” Sullivan said. “The problem with those par-
ticular rockets are they can go long distances, well 
out of someone’s sight. However, make no mistake 
about it, a roman candle can start a fire just as fast, 
or even faster.”

And while no ban means no fines for using dan-
gerous fireworks in the county this holiday sea-
son, fireworks are never legal within city limits.

Since a real danger exists, regardless of whether 
or not fireworks have been banned, local law en-
forcement officials figure to be approaching the 
situation with little or no tolerance.

“People who want to drive out into the county and 
shoot their fireworks from the roadway are going 
to be in some very hot water if they get caught,” 
Sullivan said. “They will be in violation of the 
current burn ban, and if a fire causes any kind of 
damage, they are going to be looking at a charge of 
reckless damage. Add that to littering, and you’re 
looking at approximately $1,500 in fines.”

Sullivan said the number of grass fires and wild-
fires he and his firefighters are responding to has 
been steady since the colder months began.

“We’ve been responding to anywhere from two 
to three fires a day,” Sullivan said. “The surround-
ing counties have seen a pretty serious upswing in 
their fires in the past few weeks, but we seem to be 
holding steady at this point. However, I’m not fool-
ish enough to think it’s going to stay that way.”

Indeed. And, as we noted earlier, it’s time for the 
public to not be foolish enough to indiscriminate-
ly discharge fireworks. Be responsible and safe as 
you ring in 2011.

Fireworks safety
is responsibility
for all to embrace

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

With Your help, Lord, we can take things as they 
come.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282
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 LAWN SERVICE

21
71

81

Fall Cleanup
• Alleys • Hauling

• Tilling • Tree Trimming

Scoggin
Lawn Service
Home 267-5460

Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

21
76

09

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

HORSE TRAINING

Byron Pope
Cutting Horses & Training Stables

(432) 524-6226 Res.
(432) 230-2236 Cell

* Breaking * Training
* Showing

RANCH HORSE COMPETITION

21
20

52

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

FOUNDATION REPAIR

1ST
CHOICE

Over 40
Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR • PIER AND BEAM REPAIR

PLUMBING REPAIRS • VA AND FHA APPROVED
Free Estimates to Home Owners

HOUSE LEVELING

Lubbock,TX
806-795-9767

212665

PLUMBING

Hyatt Plumbing
432-267-5464
432-466-4700

211879

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Holiday Special

From Mike
1/2 Off 1st Month

No Deposit
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
(432) 263-0732 218549

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

SERVICE & REPAIR

ACE APPLIANCE 
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer Set-
$275.00

Refrigerator - $185.00
and up

Upright Freezer - $195.00
 Call us at

(432) 686-2906 21
75

04

 CLASSES

21
85

54

armedforfreedom.com
NRA Basic Pistol Class 1/8/11

Texas Concealed Handgun
Class 1/22/11

(432) 210-4962
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13th Month Closeouts

Lane Reclining Sectional

List $3949 Slight Damage $1188

Assortment Of Loveseats

List $699-$799 now $188

Radio Remotes Monday & Tuesday

5 to 7 pm

Broyhill Entertainment Armoire

List $2169 NOW $648

Legacy King Poster Bed Suite
List $5400 7 Pc. Set $1288

Pfaltzgraff China Cabinet
List $1669 As is $488

Ashley Sofa & LoveseatList $1300 NOW $388

Best ReclinerList $569 NOW $188

Now Through Friday
* LAST CHANCE *
Items Subject To Prior Sale

Financing
Available

(WAC)

We Pay The
Tax During
This Event

 Pennies
on the
Dollar!

Elrod’s Furniture
2309 Scurry St.                                                                 267-8491

21
82

01

News in brief
New York airports struggle 
to ease blizzard backlog

NEW YORK (AP) — Snow plows churned through 
the night, snack bars stayed open late and clean-
ing crews scrubbed round-the-clock to keep the 
terminals clean as New York’s airports struggled 
to clear a huge backlog of flights that has stranded 
thousands of passengers across the United States.

Jetways were packed at New York’s Kennedy air-
port, where at least three airliners — two Cathay 
Pacific planes and a British Airways plane — were 
stuck for more than seven hours on Tuesday while 
they waited for an open gate.

On Tuesday night the airport remained filled with 
passengers on cell phones and laptops, trying to re-
book flights, make hotel reservations or figure out 
alternate plans. Lines at counters for rental cars, 
ground transportation and lost luggage remained 
long throughout the day.

More than 5,000 flights were canceled at the three 
main airports in New York — 1,000 on Tuesday 
alone.

But the blizzard that hit the northeast on Sunday 
crippled more than just air travel. Streets across 
New York remained unplowed, with hundreds of 
buses and dozens of ambulances stuck in the snow-
drifts. Subway lines and commuter trains were 
running slower because of signal problems and 
short-circuits caused by the snow. In New Jersey, 
tow trucks worked to clear abandoned cars from 
the interstates.

U.S. commander: Troops defend 
towns, fight Taliban on Afghan soil, 
but border can’t be sealed

WASHINGTON (AP) — American troops are fo-
cusing on fighting Taliban militants and defending 
vulnerable towns on Afghan soil, as it has become 
practically impossible to stop insurgents from slip-
ping across Afghanistan’s vast border with Paki-
stan, a senior U.S. military commander said.

“To secure the border in the traditional sense” 
would “take an inordinate amount of resources,” 
Army Col. Viet Luong acknowledged Tuesday. It 
also would require far more cooperation from the 
tribes inside Pakistan who often provide Taliban 
fighters safe passage, he said.

Other senior U.S. military officials have said they 
hope the Pakistan military does more to shut down 
Taliban hideouts. But the U.S. has denied reports 
that American forces are pushing to expand special 
operations raids inside Pakistan’s tribal areas to 
target militants.

Luong said he is choosing to fight insurgents out-
side Afghan villages, where they are more vulner-
able anyway.

“It’s naive to say that we can stop . . . forces com-
ing through the border,” said Luong, who oversees 
troops in a part of eastern Afghanistan that in-
cludes the volatile Khost province and 162 miles of 
border.

Fuel consumption falls 
by 20 percent in Iran after 
subsidy cuts quadruple prices

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Fuel consumption has fall-
en by a fifth since the government began slashing 
energy and food subsidies earlier this month, a top 
government official said Wednesday, claiming an 
early sign of success in the controversial program.

Gasoline prices quadrupled and bread prices tri-
pled after the cuts came into effect Dec. 19, part of 
a government effort to boost Iran’s ailing economy 
by reducing the massive drain on the state budget 
from the subsidies.

The economic shock has brought heavy criticism 
from reformists and even from some hard-liners 
— the political base of President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad — who say the price hikes are too fast 
and steep. There have been fears of unrest among 
a population already struggling economically, 
though so far there has been no serious outbreak of 
protests or violence.

Ahmadinejad has called the subsidy cut plan 
the “biggest surgery” in Iran’s economy in half a 
century and vowed to fully cut all subsidies by the 
end of his term in 2013. The government says it is 
paying some $100 billion in subsidies annually, al-
though experts believe the real amount is about $30 
billion.

Under the subsidy-cut plan, the government says 
part of the budget savings will be returned to the 
people through cash payments. Every family mem-
ber has already received the equivalent of about 
$80 for two months.

Skier: Nearly 2 feet of fresh 
snow at Maine ski resort
softened fall after chair lift fails

CARRABASSETT VALLEY, Maine (AP) — All 
of that snow from the recent Northeast blizzard 
proved to be a blessing for at least one of the ski-
ers who tumbled from a chair lift at a Maine ski 
resort.

Rebecca London, who was aboard the crippled 
lift, credited fresh, ungroomed snow for softening 
her landing Tuesday; the resort said it got 20 to 22 
inches of snow a day earlier.

“The snow was all soft,” said London, of Carra-
bassett Valley, whose goggles also protected her 
face when it hit the chair lift’s retaining bar during 
the 30-foot fall.

At least eight others — including three children 
— were taken to hospitals after the double-chair lift 
at Sugarloaf derailed during a busy vacation week 
at the popular resort 120 miles north of Portland. 
Dozens of skiers remained on the crippled lift for 
more than an hour until the ski patrol could get 
them down.

An investigation will determine whether the acci-
dent was wind-related or mechanical, officials said. 
The ski resort was being buffeted by winds gusting 
up to 40 mph a day after the blizzard blew through. 
A witness said he saw a Sugarloaf employee work-
ing on the lift before the derailment.

Ivory Coat president clings 
to power despite West African 
nations’ threat of military action

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — Laurent Gbagbo 
clung to power on Wednesday as West African lead-
ers conferred on what to do next after he rebuffed 
their ultimatum to step down or face military in-
tervention.

The presidents of Sierra Leone, Benin and Cape 
Verde were to brief Nigeria’s president later 
Wednesday in Abuja, Nigeria, after they left Ivory 
Coast without Gbagbo, whom they hoped to accom-
pany into exile. Nigeria is the most powerful mem-
ber of the 15-nation regional bloc ECOWAS, which 
has vowed to use “legitimate force” if Gbagbo does 

not relinquish power.
The military option apparently remained on the 

table for ECOWAS, which has sent combat troops 
to at least three African states in the past two de-
cades.

Tensions have escalated in Ivory Coast, the 
world’s main cocoa producer. A crowd in a pro-
Gbagbo neighborhood on Tuesday surrounded a 
small U.N. convoy and wounded a peacekeeper 
with a machete, the U.N. said. Gbagbo has ordered 
peacekeepers out but the U.N. mission in Ivory 
Coast said after the attack that it “reiterates its de-
termination to pursue its work in the service of the 
Ivorian people.”

The United Nations declared Gbagbo the loser 
by of presidential elections on Nov. 28. The U.N., 
which was tasked with certifying the results of the 
election, the United States and other world powers 
have insisted Gbagbo leave the presidency.

Belgian Third World activist 
priest admits sexual abuse 
of minor 40 years ago

BRUSSELS (AP) — A Belgian priest and promi-
nent Third World development activist has ad-
mitted he sexually abused a minor 40 years ago, 
according to the director of the development aid 
organization he founded.

The case of Francois Houtart came to light af-
ter the victim’s sister came forward in reaction to 
a campaign to nominate the priest for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Bernard Duterme, director of Cetri, says Houtart 
resigned from the organization’s board in Novem-
ber

Houtart, who is currently in Ecuador, didn’t 
immediately respond to phone calls and e-mail 
Wednesday, but in an interview with Belgian news-
paper Le Soir, Houtart is quoted as saying he twice 
touched “the intimate parts” of a boy he describes 
as his cousin 40 years ago. He calls the incident “in-
considerate and irresponsible.”

SKorea’s leader calls for 
urgency in dismantling 
NKorea’s nuclear program

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korea’s presi-
dent said Wednesday that urgent progress must 
be made next year in dismantling North Korea’s 
atomic weapons program ahead of a key anniversa-
ry that could spur Pyongyang to bolster its nuclear 
capabilities.

President Lee Myung-bak said diplomats must 
quickly persuade the North to abandon its nuclear 
aspirations because Pyongyang is pushing to cre-
ate a “powerful, prosperous nation” by 2012. The 
year is the 100th since the birth of Kim Il Sung, the 
revered guerrilla fighter-turned-political leader 
who founded the communist state in 1948 and the 
father of current leader Kim Jong Il.

That push could involve more aggressive behav-
ior, and a South Korean Foreign Ministry-affiliated 
think tank, the Institute of Foreign Affairs and 
National Security, warned in a recent report that 
North Korea could be planning another nuclear 
test for next year.

The two Koreas are still technically at war be-
cause their 1950-53 Korean War ended with an ar-
mistice, not a peace treaty. Last month, the North 
shelled southern-held Yeonpyeong Island along the 
disputed sea border, killing four people.



Dear Annie: My mother passed away two years 
ago. She had been with “Biff” for about 13 years. 
Biff is a jerk. 

Most of the family discontinued all contact with 
my mother because no one could stand him. I toler-
ated him, but he made me uncomfortable. When I 
was a teenager, he made sexual comments to me, 
and I moved out of the house as soon as I could. 

He was also verbally abusive of my younger 
brother. Biff only behaved this way when Mom 
was at work, and when we told her, she did noth-
ing. 

I am now 32, and even 
though my mother is 
gone, Biff is determined 
to stay in my life. 

He refers to my 3-year-
old as his “granddaugh-
ter.” He visits us at my 
work, where my daugh-
ter is in a daycare pro-
gram. 

My husband and I are 
expecting our second 
baby soon, and there is 
no reason for Biff to 
consider himself relat-
ed in any way to this 
child. 

My daughter will be 
starting a preschool 
program soon. When I 
told Biff, he said he would come to my house to see 
her. Annie, I do not want him coming into my 
home. 

I need a way to tell Biff that there is no longer a 

reason for him to hang around. 
He has a grown daughter and two grandchildren 

of his own. He makes no effort to push himself on 
them — only me. Biff is verbally violent, and I am 
afraid he will erupt if I ask him to back off. 

How do I handle this mess? Is it possible to get rid 
of this man without any major blowup? — 
Frightened

	
Dear Frightened: Biff has been your stepfather 

for 13 years and believes he is part of your family. 
Set some boundaries, and maintain your distance. 
Insist he call before coming over. 

Try to arrange meetings at neutral places, such 
as playgrounds or the zoo, and when your husband 
can be with you. 

Keep the visits brief, and gradually let them 
become less frequent. If he yells, leave. If his verbal 
abuse becomes physical, call the police. 

Dear Annie: My husband’s childhood friend, 
who is almost 50, is getting married for the first 
time, and the wedding is in the Bahamas. 

Traveling to the wedding and staying at the 
resort is a great expense. Do we still need to give a 
gift? 

Money is tight, and since we don’t often see this 
friend, I think what he truly wants is our support 
and presence. Still, it feels strange not giving some-
thing. 

Would it be OK for several of his friends to each 
contribute a small amount and combine it into one 
gift card the newlyweds could use to purchase one 
big gift they would enjoy? What is the correct thing 
to do? — Bewildered with the Bahamas 

	

Dear Bewildered: A gift is expected, but should 
be something you can afford. A combined gift card 
is fine. So is a bottle of wine. But do make sure 
there is a card with your good wishes.

Dear Annie: I’m a 21-year-old woman, and I go 
commando, just like the daughter of “Worried 
Mom of Britney Spears Wannabe.” 

Many of my friends also go commando, but none 
of us uses tampons. If our “natural secretions” can 
be washed out of our panties, they can also be 
washed out of our jeans. 

Most pants are thick enough that staining is not 
noticeable on the outside. 

Why on earth would any sane woman want to 
wear a tampon when she doesn’t have to? It puts 
them at risk for infections and toxic shock syn-
drome, as well as discomfort that is simply not 
necessary. — Commando Girl from New York

	
Dear N.Y.: We were surprised at the number of 

women (of all ages) who like to go commando. We 
find it less hygienic than wearing panties, and we 
prefer not to wash our jeans every day. But to each 
her own.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail your questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Ste. 700, 
Los Angeles, CA 90045. To find out more about 
Annie’s Mailbox and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com. 

© 2010 CREATORS.COM
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGSUBSCRIPTION

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar

The moon in diplo-
matic Libra at the start 
of the day encourages 
outreach. Get out and 
be seen. Shake hands 
and turn heads for all 
the right reasons. 
Mercury becomes sta-
t i o n a r y 
and will 
soon move 
f o r w a r d 
t h r o u g h 
l u c k y 
S a g i t -
t a r i u s , 
releasing a 
wave of 
good for-
tune for 
travel and 
s o c i a l 
arrangements. Go on 
and make some plans. 

ARIES  (March 
21-April 19). So many 
people complain about 
their jobs. That’s why it 
may be hard for you to 
believe, but you will 
actually be seduced by 
your work and the prom-
ise of expanding your-
self through it.

	
TAURUS (April 

20-May 20). Take plea-
sure in your surround-
ings. A life that is bereft 
of pleasure is a setup for 
overindulgence and 
destructive habits. If 
you can’t delight in your 
surroundings, you need 

to change them.
	
GEMINI (May 21-June 

21). Do you really have 
to know how the ride 
works in order to sit 
back and enjoy it? No. 
In fact, there are times 
when knowing too much 
ruins the experience. 
Consider that maybe it’s 
better not to ask too 
many questions. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). It’s a ner-
vous feeling that wells 
up in you when that cer-
tain someone is around. 
What thoughts are going 
through your head when 
you talk to this person? 
Change the inner game, 
and the outer game will 
change, too. 

	
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 

Do not shirk away from 
the conflict. The drama 
forces you to go deeper 
into yourself and learn 
who you really are. It is 
exhilarating to jump in 
the ring. Tell yourself 
the fight is just getting 
good. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Things aren’t pro-
gressing as fast as you’d 
like them to, and you’ll 
be tempted to take mat-
ters into your own 
hands. However, it is 
much advised that you 

follow the correct proto-
col. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). The perfect balance 
of connection and dis-
connection will be rep-
resented in a relation-
ship. You’ll enjoy activi-
ties that allow you to do 
your own thing right 
alongside someone who 
is doing his or her own 
thing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). There are 
no quick fixes today. 
You have to put some-
thing into it in order to 
get something out of it, 
and both sides of the 
equation take time. 
Luckily for you, you’re 
willing to do the work. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). It’s not 
always appropriate to 
speak your mind. 
However, today, when 
you come out and say 
what you’re really 
thinking, something 
wonderful happens. 
Taurus people are lucky 
for you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Take a break 
from your philanthropy 
in order to give yourself 
something you really 
want. If you can’t be 
generous with yourself, 

it will be difficult for 
you to be generous with 
others. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). If you think 
adversity builds charac-
ter, just wait until you 
see what success does. 
Those who can be grace-
ful at the center of the 
swirl are gifted indeed, 
and you are one of 
them. 

	
PISCES  (Feb. 

19 -March 20) . 
Apparently, no one got 
the memo about how 
they are supposed to act 
a r o u n d  y o u . 
Furthermore, someone 
seems intent on riling 
you up. You prove your 
self-control by being 
gentle and easygoing 
through it all. 

	
TODAY’S BIRTH-

DAY (Dec. 29). You can 
feel the fates smiling on 
your personal life this 
year. The adjustments 
that occur over the next 
three weeks make every-
thing run smoothly. You 
eliminate a source of 
worry or unnecessary 
aggravation in January. 
March brings new influ-
ences. You’re the life 
and soul of the party in 
June. Libra and Scorpio 
people adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 30, 

1, 24, 39 and 19.
	
A S T R O L O G I C A L 

QUESTIONS: “I am a 
college professor who 
recently started dating 
one of my former stu-
dents. We didn’t get 
together until after the 
class ended. She earned 
a “C” in the course. Now 
she wants to take anoth-
er course that I teach. 
We have been keeping 
our relationship on the 
down low, but I’m afraid 
that if something goes 
awry in our relation-
ship, it will adversely 
affect the classroom 
dynamic. What should I 
do? I’m a Capricorn, and 
she is a Scorpio.” 

You are in dangerous 
territory for reasons 
both astrological and 
collegiate. First, you 
need to slyly find out 
exactly where your col-
lege stands on the sub-
ject of consensual rela-
tionships between pro-
fessors and students. 
Many college campuses 
ban such relationships. 
Secondly, as a mature 
Capricorn, you will be 
able to compartmental-
ize and manage your 
feelings, keeping them 
out of the classroom. 
However, your young 
and deeply romantic 
Scorpio will not. Her 
passion will not suc-

cumb to reason, and this 
goes double in the event 
that her heart is wound-
ed. Your fear is well-
founded, and you should 
do everything you can 
to persuade her away 
from your class. 

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Ted Danson has 
accomplished the near-
ly impossible. He’s a 
Hollywood veteran who, 
after more than 30 years 
on television, still ranks 
as “cool” among 20-year-
olds. Of course, he does 
have the advantage of 
being a Capricorn and, 
thus, endowed with the 
kind of patience and 
humor that ranks with 
any generation. His 
natal moon and Saturn 
in Leo means entertain-
ment is in his blood.

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

© 2010 CREATORS.
COM

Holiday

Mathis



Woman in 
disbelief that 
pastor broke into 
her home 

DALLAS (AP) — A 
Texas woman says a 
pastor who’s accused of 
stealing valuable items 
from her house knew 
she wasn’t home and 
that the clergywoman’s 
excuse that she was try-
ing to protect her belong-
ings is unbelievable.

In an interview on 
ABC’s “Good Morning 
America” Wednesday, 
Serita Agnew says she 
was “devastated and in 
disbelief” when Dallas 
police told her they had 
arrested Sandy McGriff 
on Christmas Eve after 
she climbed through 
a broken window at 
Agnew’s home and re-
moved two fur coats.

Agnew says the two 
women had spoken 
about 30 minutes ear-
lier.

She says McGriff’s 
assertion that she was 
investigating a possible 
burglary “does not make 

sense,” and that the pas-
tor had lied to police by 
saying Agnew asked her 
to stop by.

McGriff is charged 
with burglary and re-
sisting arrest.

Polygamist sect 
leader due back 
in Texas court 

SAN ANGELO (AP) — 
Polygamist sect leader 
Warren Jeffs is due in 
court for his final pre-
trial hearing with still 
no word on whether he 
has a Texas attorney.

A pretrial hearing in 
the aggravated sexual 
assault case against Jef-
fs is set for Wednesday 
morning.

The 55-year-old is 
scheduled to stand trial 
Jan. 24 but says he’s had 
trouble finding in-state 
representation.

The ecclesiastical 
head of the Fundamen-
talist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day 
Saints also is charged 
with felony bigamy and 
assault, with trials on 

those charges to come 
later.

The case stems from 
the 2008 raid of the Yearn-
ing For Zion Ranch in 
Eldorado, where au-
thorities seized over 
400 children. Most were 
eventually returned to 
their families, but sev-
en men in the sect have 
been convicted on child 
sexual abuse charges.

Sheriff says 
‘large cat’ killed 
goats 

SKELLYTOWN (AP) 
— Authorities are warn-
ing residents in the 
eastern part of Carson 
County in the Texas 
Panhandle to be alert 
after a several goats in a 
pen were killed by what 
the sheriff suspects was 
some kind of “large 
cat.”

Carson County Sher-
iff Tam Terry says the 
tracks left behind after 
the Tuesday morning at-
tack in Skellytown were 
larger than a bobcat.

He tells the Amarillo 

Globe-News, “Every-
body thinks it’s a moun-
tain lion, but we don’t 
have a way to verify 
that. There are tracks, 
indications it was a cat 
larger than what we 
normally see.”

As a precaution, Ter-
ry said everyone on the 
east side of the county 
was notified of the at-
tack using a reverse 911 
calling system.

Skellytown, popula-
tion about 600, is about 
60 miles northeast of 
Amarillo.

Infant’s body 
found in Houston 
trash bin 

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Houston police say the 
body of a baby girl with 
the umbilical cord still 
attached was found in a 
box near a trash bin at 
a gated apartment com-
plex.

Houston police Sgt. 
Will Gonzales says a 
maintenance worker 
found the box Tuesday 
morning near an over-
flowing trash bin.

Gonzales says the 
worker didn’t look in 
the box, but placed it in 
a golf cart to move it to 
another bin. When the 
box fell off the cart, the 
body fell out.

Gonzales believes the 
child was born Monday 
night or early Tuesday.

SUV driver killed 
in crash with 
school bus 

CROSBY (AP) — Au-
thorities say the driver 
of an SUV was killed in 
a collision with a South 
Texas school bus carry-
ing a girls’ basketball 
team.

The Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office says 
the accident happened 
Tuesday night outside 

Crosby. The bus was 
carrying the Crosby In-
dependent School Dis-
trict ninth grade girls’ 
basketball team.

Sgt. Glen Wolver-
ton told The Houston 
Chronicle that nine 
players, the coach, the 
coach’s daughter and 
the 69-year-old bus 
driver were taken to a 
hospital. Their injuries 
are not considered life-
threatening.

The team was return-
ing from a tournament 
in Liberty, about 20 
miles away.

Wolverton said the 
SUV was traveling 
north when a vehicle in 
front of it slowed down 
or stopped to turn left. 
The SUV then moved 
into oncoming traffic 
and struck the bus head-
on.

Willingham 
lawyers ask 
court to 
reconsider 
rebuke 

AUSTIN (AP) — Inno-
cence Project attorneys 
who say a Texas man 
convicted of arson was 
wrongly executed have 
asked an appeals court 
to reconsider its rebuke 
of a judge who held a 
recent hearing in the 
case.

Lawyers for the fam-
ily of Cameron Will-
ingham asked the 3rd 
Texas Court of Appeals 
to reconsider its Dec. 22 
ruling that Judge Char-
lie Baird “abused his 
discretion” by not re-
cusing himself or refer-
ring a motion for his re-
cusal to another judge. 
The Austin American-
Statesman reported the 
development Tuesday.

Baird presided over 
an October hearing into 
whether Willingham 
was wrongly executed 
for setting a 1991 fire 
that killed his three 
daughters.

Although Willingham 
was executed in 2004, 
many of the nation’s 
foremost fire experts, 
some of whom testified 
in October, now say the 
blaze was accidental.

Baird told the news-
paper that while the re-
consideration issue re-
mains unresolved, he is 
not required to refer the 

recusal motion to state 
District Judge Billy Ray 
Stubblefield, the admin-
istrative judge for the 
region that includes 
Travis County.

Neither the motion for 
reconsideration pend-
ing before the appeals 
court nor the recusal 
motion pending before 
Baird are likely to be 
resolved before Baird’s 
retirement at the end of 
the year. 

The case will likely 
fall to Baird’s successor, 
former Travis County 
prosecutor Karen Sage, 
officials said.

Some of Willingham’s 
relatives and attorneys 
from the Innocence Proj-
ect, an organization that 
specializes in wrongful 
conviction cases, are 
trying to clear Willing-
ham’s name and get the 
state to acknowledge he 
was wrongly executed.

Man condemned 
for post-9/11 
slaying loses 
appeal

HOUSTON (AP) — A 
federal appeals court 
has rejected an appeal 
from a white suprema-
cist convicted of killing 
an Indian man during 
a shooting spree that 
started after the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks.

Mark Stroman, 41, 
of Dallas, has said he 
was angry at people of 
Middle Eastern descent 
after the terrorist at-
tacks. He was convicted 
in the October 2001 slay-
ing of Vasudev Patel, 
who worked at a gas sta-
tion convenience store 
in the Dallas suburb of 
Mesquite.

Patel, 49, a native of 
India who moved to 
Texas in 1983 and was a 
naturalized U.S. citizen, 
was one of three people 
shot — and two killed — 
by Stroman, according 
to trial testimony.

The New Orleans-
based 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals said in 
its decision dated Mon-
day that Stroman be-
lieved the U.S. govern-
ment “hadn’t done their 
job so he was going to do 
it for them” and retali-
ate for the terrorist at-
tacks. 

Its ruling moves him 
one step closer to execu-
tion.
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News in brief



Today is Wednesday, Dec. 29, 
the 363rd day of 2010. There are 
two days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 29, 1910, the capital 
of Oklahoma was moved from 
Guthrie to Oklahoma City as 
the state legislature approved a 
bill which was signed by Gov. 
Charles N. Haskell. (Although 
the move was challenged in 
court, the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the action.)

On this date:
In 1170, Thomas Becket, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
murdered in Canterbury 
Cathedral by knights loyal to 
King Henry II.

In 1808, the 17th president of 
the United States, Andrew 
Johnson, was born in Raleigh, 
N.C.

In 1845, Texas was admitted 
as the 28th state.

In 1851, the first American 
Young Men’s Christian 
Association was organized in 
Boston.

In 1890, the Wounded Knee 
massacre took place in South 
Dakota as an estimated 300 
Sioux Indians were killed by 
U.S. troops sent to disarm 
them.

In 1916, Grigory Rasputin, 
the so-called “Mad Monk” 
who’d wielded great influence 
with Czar Nicholas II, was mur-
dered by a group of Russian 
noblemen in St. Petersburg.

In 1934, Japan formally 
renounced the Washington 
Naval Treaty of 1922.

In 1940, during World War II, 
Germany dropped incendiary 
bombs on London, setting off 
what came to be known as “The 
Second Great Fire of London.”

In 1975, a bomb exploded in 
the main terminal of New 
York’s LaGuardia Airport, kill-
ing 11 people.

In 1986, former British Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan 
died at his home in Sussex, 
England, at age 92.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress 
Inga Swenson is 78. ABC news-
caster Tom Jarriel is 76. Actress 
Mary Tyler Moore is 74. Actor 
Jon Voight is 72. Country sing-
er Ed Bruce is 71. Rock musi-
cian Ray Thomas is 69. Singer 
Marianne Faithfull is 64. 
Jockey Laffit Pincay, Jr. is 64. 

Actor Ted Danson is 63. Actor 
Jon Polito is 60. Singer-actress 
Yvonne Elliman is 59. Actress 
Patricia Clarkson is 51. 
Comedian Paula Poundstone is 
51. Rock singer-musician Jim 
Reid (The Jesus and Mary 
Chain) is 49. Actor Michael 
Cudlitz is 46. Rock singer 
Dexter Holland (The Offspring) 
is 45. Actor-comedian Mystro 
Clark is 44. Actor Jason Gould 
is 44. Movie director Andy 
Wachowski is 43. Actress 
Jennifer Ehle is 41. Actor 
Patrick Fischler is 41. Rock 
singer-musician Glen Phillips 
is 40. Actor Kevin Weisman is 
40. Actor Jude Law is 38. Actor 
Mekhi Phifer is 36. Actor 
Shawn Hatosy is 35. Actress 
Katherine Moennig is 33. 

© 2010 The Associated Press.
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JOCELYN NOVECK
AP National Writer

Politics and pop cul-
ture. Remember when 
they used to be, well, 
separate? In recent 
years these two worlds 
have seemed to inch 
ever closer, or maybe to 
overlap, but in 2010, no-
body traveled between 
them more successfully 
than Sarah Palin.

No longer Alaska gov-
ernor (wow, that does 
seem a long time ago) 
but omnipresent on the 
political scene none-
theless, she also had a 
multi-format presence 
in our culture: as a TV 
commentator, a best-
selling author, and of 
course, a reality show 
star. Heck, she even 
almost won “Dancing 
With the Stars” — oh 
wait, that was daughter 
Bristol.

No matter. In our an-
nual look at pop culture 
moments, Sarah Palin, 
with some help from her 
family, gets star billing.

JANUARY:
The iPAD tablet de-

buts, briefly raising the 
vexing philosophical 
question: Do we really 
need yet another gad-
get? Answer: Yup, ap-
parently we do. Ending 
a dreadfully botched 
experiment, NBC re-
moves Jay Leno from 10 
p.m., restoring him to 
11:35 and thus displac-
ing CONAN O’BRIEN, 
who is, shall we say, a 
little annoyed. SARAH 
PALIN, no doubt an-
noying opponents who 
were hoping she’d even-
tually disappear, be-
comes a commentator 
at Fox News Channel. 
An actual career shift, 
or a canny step toward a 
2012 run? She’s not tell-
ing. Maybe by the end of 
the year ...

FEBRUARY:
The spry, sly BETTY 

WHITE scores big in a 
Snickers Super Bowl ad, 
beginning an incredible 
year for the 88-year-old 
actress that will include 
a Facebook-generated 
“Saturday Night Live” 
hosting gig. As Betty 
rises, TIGER speaks: 
“What I did was not ac-
ceptable,” the fallen golf 
great says with econom-

ical understatement in a 
carefully stage-managed 
appearance that will be 
analyzed ad nauseam. 
PALIN watch: During 
a speech to tea party 
activists, the words 
“energy,” ‘’tax” and 
“lift American spirits” 
are seen scribbled on 
her hand. Later, White 
House spokesman Rob-
ert Gibbs will mock her 
with the words “hope” 
and “change” scribbled 
on his own palm. Some-
how, we think Palin will 
not only recover but 
turn this into a catchy 
joke ...

MARCH:
We were right. On 

Leno’s “Tonight Show,” 
Palin flashes “Good eve-
ning and welcome to 
‘The Tonight Show’” on 
her palm. She also says 
she’s going to play TINA 
FEY in an upcoming Ve-
gas show (ba dum-dum.) 
But there’s much more 
from Palin this month: 
Publishers announce 
she’s working on her 
second book. Heavy-
weight TV producer 
Mark Burnett pitches 
her Alaska-themed real-
ity show, which lands at 
TLC. There’s room for 
politics, too: Palin lends 
a hand to former GOP 
running mate John Mc-
Cain by appearing at 
his campaign rally. And 
in a Facebook post, she 
makes waves by declar-
ing: “Don’t Retreat, In-

stead - RELOAD!”

APRIL:
A month of reprises. 

WOODS returns to golf 
at the Masters, his first 
competition in nearly 
five months. (He ends 
up tying for fourth.) 
And FEY, who made so 
much hay out of her 2008 
“SNL” run as Palin — “I 
can see Russia from my 
house!” — reprises the 
role as guest host, intro-
ducing a mock “Sarah 
Palin Network” with 
shows like “Tea Party 
Wheel of Fortune,” 
‘’Are You Smarter than 
a Half-Term Governor?” 
and “Hey Journalist, I 
Gotcha.” The real Pa-
lin, who first introduced 
herself to the world as a 
hockey mom, makes one 
of her many endorse-
ments, calling a Minne-
sota governor hopeful a 
“straight talking hock-
ey dad.”

MAY:
After a disappointing 

“American Idol” sea-
son, SIMON COWELL 
exits the formidable 
but slumping franchise. 
Speaking of slumping 
franchises, the sec-
ond “Sex and the City” 
movie, set largely in 
Abu Dhabi, debuts to 
some of the most scath-
ing reviews in memory, 
not to mention accusa-
tions that it lampoons 
Muslims. PALIN watch: 

Bristol Palin, perhaps 
foreseeing she’ll be a hit 
on the upcoming “Danc-
ing With the Stars,” 
signs with a speakers 
agency. Her mom tells 
a crowd: “If you thought 
pit bulls were tough, 
you don’t want to mess 
with mama grizzlies.” 
And the uber mama 
grizzly is the subject of 
a comedic monologue 
by none other than the 
president: He tells the 
White House Corre-
spondents dinner that 
he’s popular on Twitter 
and Facebook — “or as 
Sarah Palin calls it, the 
socialized media.”

JUNE:
Winner, most ill-ad-

vised remark: BP’s Tony 
Hayward, who apolo-
gizes this month for his 
“I’d like my life back” 
comment. Winner, 
most ill-advised media 
interview: Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal, fired after 
criticizing the Obama 
administration in Roll-
ing Stone. Winners, 
most surprising mari-
tal split: Al and Tipper 
Gore, previous winners 
of most surprising lip-
lock at a political con-
vention, who announce 
their separation after 
40 years of marriage. 
PALIN watch: Reports 
emerge of a thawing in 
relations between exes 
Bristol Palin and Levi 
Johnston. More on this 
later ...

JULY:
WONDER WOMAN 

gets a wardrobe change 
from DC Comics — no 
more star-spangled hot 
pants. Once an awk-
ward-looking teen, Chel-
sea Clinton is a beauti-
ful bride in Rhinebeck, 
N.Y. — and Americans 
are clearly still obsessed 
with royal weddings. 
President Obama goes 
on “The View,” reveal-
ing a huge gap in his 
pop culture knowledge 
when he can’t say who 
Snooki and The Situa-
tion are. PALIN watch: 
The word “refudiate,” 
her unintentional splic-
ing of “refute” and “re-
pudiate,” enters the lex-
icon. Bristol and Levi 
promptly “refudiate” 
their breakup — the 
engagement, they an-

nounce, is back on.

AUGUST:
RIHANNA, who made 

headlines in 2009 when 
she was assaulted by 
then boyfriend Chris 
Brown, collaborates 
with rapper Eminem 
in a chart-topping song, 
“Love the Way You 
Lie,” that graphically 
depicts a physically 
abusive relationship. 
The debate: Is the song a 
tool to fight domestic vi-
olence, or does it glorify 
it? And remember the 
party-crashing Salahis? 
Well, they’re baaaack 
... this time as real-
ity stars, in “The Real 
Housewives of DC.” 
The pop culture hero 
of the month, though, 

is STEVEN SLATER, 
the JetBlue flight atten-
dant who, having had 
quite enough, leaves his 
job — and career — via 
the plane’s emergency 
chute, beer in hand. 
PALIN watch: NEVER 
MIND! Bristol Palin 
refudiates, er, breaks 
off her engagement to 
Johnston, after he tells 
her he may have fa-
thered a child with an-
other woman.

SEPTEMBER:
You’re LADY GAGA 

and you want to make 
a sartorial statement at 
the VMA awards. Tough 
proposition, since you 
look pretty unique all 

See YEAR, Page 8A

A year of iPads, Betty, ‘Glee’ and Palins
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 87 Auto Sales

2000 F350 7.3 Powerstroke
4X4

$3,450 $2950 Each

$21,950       $20,750

$16,950

$14,950

We Finance We Finance

$19,950

2004 GMC Envoy
Well Equipped, "Like New."

2005 Mercury Grand Marquis
Leather, "Loaded."

2006 F250 Powerstroke 2WD
50K "Like New"

2004 Ford Expedition 2WD
Eddie Bauer Edition, 80K,  "One Owner".

2007 Honda Pilot SUV
New Car Trade, "One Owner."

2007 Fl50 Supercrew XLT
"34K Actual Miles." 

2005 Honda 450 4-Wheeler
2003 Honda 1100 Shadow MC

207994267-8787                                 www.87autosales.com                                263-2382

Established
1972 38th

Anniversary Sale

$10,950
2003 Toyota Celica 6 Spd.

Only 6,800 Miles!

Reduced

SOLD

Christmas is the happiness that
lights our children’s eyes.

Christmas is a song of bells ringing
through the skies.

Christmas is a time of peace,
of contentment deep within,

A time of love and silent hope
that years will never dim.

- Sherrill Thompson
(Christmas Is...”)

Wishing you and
your loved ones

every happiness this
holiday season.

                                       From the Staff at
Victim Services Agency

                                                263-3312

217986

New Year’s Eve party
This is the party you’ve 

been waiting for!!!!!!!
At

Kokopelli’s
4007 Chaparral

Friday, Dec. 31st
9:00 pm to 1:00 am

MUSIC AND FUN!!!!
$10.00 per person

BRING YOUR OWN BOTTLE & SET UPS
Feel free to bring your favorite finger foods or 

snacks!!!

NO ONE UNDER 21
Be Responsible - Don’t Drink & Drive

GET A DESIGNATED DRIVER 218441

YEAR
Continued from Page 7A

the time. What are you 
gonna do, dress up in 
raw meat or something? 
(Yup.) The movie 
“SOCIAL NETWORK” 
debuts, becoming an 
instant Oscar front-
runner and beginning 
Facebook co-founder 
MARK ZUCKERBERG’s 
year of pop culture 
fame. PALIN watch: 
Apparently they wanted 
Todd Palin first, but 
it’s Bristol who makes 
her debut on “Dancing 
with the Stars.” Mama 
apparently didn’t tell 
her not to come — so 
she dances a cha-cha, 
to Three Dog Night’s 
“Mama Told Me (Not To 
Come).” Satirist BILL 
MAHER gets a star 
on Hollywood’s Walk 
of Fame and thanks 
“George Bush, Sarah 
Palin and the pope.”

OCTOBER:
So many of us love 

the fun, creative Fox 
hit “GLEE.” But those 
ultra-sexed-up photos a 
couple of cast members 
pose for in Esquire this 
month? Not so much, es-
pecially Lea Michele’s 
spread-eagled number 
in panties — in a high 
school locker room. 
And we’ve seen strange 
political ads before, but 
maybe not THIS strange: 
“I’m not a witch,” says 
Delaware Senate hope-
ful Christine O’Donnell. 
“I’m you.” In Novem-
ber, voters would de-
cide not to elect ... them-
selves. PALIN watch: A 
Washington think tank 
finds that Obama was 
the most joked-about po-
litical figure this year. 
Coming in second? A 
certain former Alaska 
governor.

NOVEMBER:
There will be a real 

royal wedding! Brit-

ain’s Prince William 
proposes to Kate Mid-
dleton, promising an 
April 29 extravaganza. 
But otherwise, on our 
pop culture clock, it’s 
a Palin month. “Sarah 
Palin’s Alaska” pre-
mieres on TLC, and her 
second book, “America 
by Heart: Reflections 
on Family, Faith and 
Flag,” hits stores. A re-
ality show, a best-sell-
ing book, and a bunch of 
her “mamma grizzlies” 
headed for office after 
the midterm elections ... 
what more can you ask? 

Well, Bristol Pa-
lin makes the finals on 
“Dancing,” setting off 
a furious debate over 
whether the voting is 
just all politics. Win-
ning, she says before the 
finale, “would be like a 
big middle finger” to the 
Palin haters; she ends 
up coming in third. FEY 
accepts her Mark Twain 
Prize for American 
Humor, and she, too, 
thanks ... you betcha!

DECEMBER:
Sorry, JULIAN AS-

SANGE: Facebook may 
be nearly 7 years old, 
but ZUCKERBERG, its 
26-year-old CEO, is Time 
Magazine’s Person of 
the Year, the young-
est since Charles Lind-
bergh in 1927. Assange, 
the WikiLeaks founder 
and a top contender for 
the honor, sure is ticked 

off — oh wait, that’s the 
faux Assange, in a popu-
lar SNL skit skewering 
both of them. OPRAH 
WINFREY launches the 
final season of her talk 
show with a typically 
understated gesture 
— bringing her entire 
audience on an eight-
day trip to Australia. 
SNOOKI and her “Jer-
sey Shore” mates — are 
you listening, Mr. Presi-

dent? — snag a spot on 
Barbara Walters’ annu-
al list of most fascinat-
ing people.

Who else is on the list? 
Sarah Palin, the only 
person to be on it three 
times in a row. And at 
year’s end, though she’s 
dropping more and more 
hints of a 2012 presiden-
tial run, she’s still not 
telling.


