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Steer Park renovations to be ready, despite cost
By STEVE REAGAN     
Staff Writer

It cost more than originally 
anticipated, but the new artificial 
surface on Big Spring High School’s 
baseball field should be ready for use 
by the middle of January.

Big Spring Independent School 
District trustees recently approved 
final expenditures for renovations 
at Steer Park. Aside from the 
artificial turf, several structural and 

accessibility issues were 
addressed.

The final price tag for the 
improvements is $290,000, 
as compared to initial 
projections of slightly 
more than $230,000. Money 
for the project comes from 
the district’s reserve 
funds, Chief Financial 

Officer Sandra Waggoner said.
Initial estimates covered just the 

purchase and installation of the new 

turf, but officials discovered other 
work had to be done at the field, as 
well.

Assistant Superintendent Danny 
Ferrell said installing the turf 
necessitated that crews also perform 
work to improve accessibility issues 
so the field would comply with 
Americans With Disability Act (ADA) 
requirements, while other structural 
issues were addressed to modernize 
the facility.

“The restrooms had to be made 

ADA accessible and the wheelchair 
ramps had to be modified,” Ferrell 
said. “That drove the costs up, plus 
the bids for concrete work and the 
architectural bids were higher than 
anticipated.”

Aside from the new turf, restrooms 
and dugouts at the field were 
renovated to make them more 
accessible. In addition, the chain link 
backstop will be replaced with netting 

See FIELD, Page 3
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Christmas may be over, but one of the season’s biggest Christmas season attractions — the Comanche Trail Festival of 
Lights — continues through Friday at Comanche Trail Park. Organizers said more than 10,000 visitors from more than 
20 states have visited the event since it opened its 14th annual run Dec. 15.

Festival of Lights continues
East Coast
storm has
travel at a
standstill
GLEN JOHNSON
and
ULA ILNYTZKY
Associated Press Writers

NEW YORK — A powerful 
East Coast blizzard menaced 
would-be travelers by air, rail 
and highway Monday, leav-
ing thousands without a way 
to get home after the holidays 
and shutting down major air-
ports and rail lines for a sec-
ond day.

Officials urged anyone who 
did not have to drive to stay 
off roads in the region, where 
high winds pushed snow into 
deep drifts across streets, rail-
roads and runways. Nearly a 
foot and a half of snow was ex-
pected to fall by the time the 
storm wore out later in the 
day.

In Monmouth County, N.J., 
state troopers carried water 
and food to diabetics ma-
rooned on two passenger bus-
es carrying about 50 people 
on the Garden State Parkway, 
where stranded cars clut-
tering ramps stymied snow

See STORM, Page 3

Dallas paper: Perry is Texan of Year 
DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas Morning 

News announced Saturday it had chosen 
Gov. Rick Perry as the newspaper’s an-
nual “Texan of the Year” and recognized 
him for his “Texas tough-guy” image 
and firm grip on the state’s highest of-
fice.

Perry, the state’s longest-
serving governor, is the 
eighth recipient of the award. 
Last year, the heroes of the 
Fort Hood shootings were 
recognized.

The newspaper said it se-
lected Perry because he has 
become the quintessential 
Texas politician and face of 
the state. In 26 years in public office, he 
has never lost an election.

Perry appeared vulnerable as the year 
started, but he trounced popular Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchison in the Republican 
primary and a formidable Democratic 
opponent, former Houston Mayor Bill 
White, in the general election.

In winning an unprecedented third 
full term as governor, Perry successfully 
cast himself as an outsider and framed 
the campaign as a states’ rights battle 
against an overreaching Washington, 
represented first by Hutchison and then 
by White, who worked in the Clinton ad-
ministration.

Now Perry will preside over a state leg-
islature that has a GOP supermajority in 
the House that, if united, can trump any 
Democratic opposition.

“While his record as governor remains 
open for discussion, Perry’s political in-
stincts have been nearly infallible. With 
cowboy swagger and bold declarations, 
he has carved his own path, ducking 
debates and flirting with secession,” 
the newspaper wrote. “Foes and fans of 
our polarizing governor both acknowl-
edge Perry’s impact on Texas politics. 
In a weak-governor state, he has seized a 
bullhorn, making himself heard across 
Texas and beyond.”

Supporters laud him as a consistent, 

dependable conservative. He protects 
business interests and is committed to 
keeping taxes low in Texas — even if the 
resulting cutbacks are painful.

Perry’s detractors point to the conse-
quences of fiscal austerity, including the 
state’s bottom-of-the-barrel rankings in 
categories from the number of children 
without health insurance to the number 
of adults without high school diplomas. 
They say the governor is overly con-
cerned about political fallout and alarm-
ingly unconcerned about developing 
and pushing through a coherent legisla-
tive agenda.

First elected as a Democratic lawmak-
er from West Texas, Perry was among 
the House’s young Pit Bulls, a small 
group known for budget-cutting zeal. In 
his third term, Perry shifted to the GOP 
as the state moved in that direction.

Perry moved up the political lad-
der, landing two terms as agriculture 

See PERRY, Page 3
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MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets the first and third Monday of the 
month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 
398-5239.

• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meet-
ing, noon-1 p.m., 615 Settles.

•  Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting, 8-9 p.m., 
fourth floor, VA Medical Center.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 900 block of Willia.
In the 1300 block of S. Birdwell Lane.
In the 4800 W. Highway 80.
In the 900 block of Willia.
In the 1200 block of S. Johnson.
• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported:
In the 3600 block of Dixon.
In the 3600 block of Calvin.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 1500 block of Stadium.
• BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in 

the 900 block of Mountain Park Drive.
• ASSAULT was reported in the 1200 block of W. 

Second Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 63 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• HENRY JOHN RAYMOND, 37, was transferred 
to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• RAYMOND BONNER, 29, was transferred to the 
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension.

• LATISHA KAY BUSTAMANTE, 29, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on 
a charge of driving while license invalid with a 
previous conviction or suspension.

• MARK TIMOTHY STANLEY, 49, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on 
a charge of criminal trespass.

• JONATHON MICHAEL PAUL, 30, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on 
charges of assault – physical contact, criminal mis-
chief, driving while license invalid with a previous 
conviction or suspension and failure to maintain 
financial responsibility.

• LEONARD GUZMAN, 24, was transferred to the 
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a motion to 

See SHERIFF, Page 3

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 9 a.m. Saturday and 7 
a.m. today:

• DANIEL BENJAMIN NEW, 19, of 616 Bucknell, 
was arrested Saturday on charges of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

• JOSHUA URIAS, 20, of 1709 Settles, was arrested 
Saturday on charges of possession of marijuana – 
two ounces or less and failure to maintain financial 
responsibility.

• CHRISTOPHER KENT BROOKS, 20, of 2309 
Allendale, was arrested Saturday on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• ROGER JEROME KAUSS, 21, of 1206 Runnels, 
was arrested Saturday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• ZACHARY RAY WILLIAMS, 29, of 4211 Muir, 
was arrested Saturday on two warrants from anoth-
er agency.

• JUAN TORRES, 36, of 1206 S. Scurry, was arrest-
ed Saturday on a charge of public intoxication.

• CHRISTOPHER MARQUEZ, 17, of 1804 Scurry, 
was arrested Saturday on charges of theft – more 
than $1,500, less than $20,000 and consumption of 
alcohol by a minor.

• TYSON BARKER, 19, of 1804 Scurry, was arrest-
ed Saturday on charges of prohibited weapons and 
theft – more than $1,500, less than $20,000.

• APOLLONIA NICOLE VALENCIA, 21, of 1804 
Scurry, was arrested Saturday on charges of  theft 
– more than $1,500, less than $20,000, expired license 
plate, no driver’s license – when unlicensed, failure 
to maintain financial responsibility and two war-
rants from another agency.

• LORENZO WESLEY, 34, of 601 N. Scurry, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of assault – family 
violence.

• ISRAEL ALVAREZ, 24, of 1504 Chickasaw, was 
arrested Sunday on charges of possession of mari-
juana – two ounces or less, no driver’s license – 
when unlicensed, failure to appear (three counts), 
failure to maintain financial responsibility and 
failure to provide safety seat system for a child.

• ESEQUIEL FLORES, 55, of Midland, was arrest-
ed Sunday on a charge of public intoxication.

• MALINDA DUNN SALAZAR, 36, of 505 S. 
Aylesford, was arrested Sunday on a warrant for 
failure to maintain financial responsibility.

Walter Owen Kelly
Walter Owen Kelly, 87, of Stanton died Saturday, 

Dec. 25, 2010, at the Hospice Inpatient Unit at Mid-
land Memorial Hospital. Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2010, at the Down-
town Church of Christ in Stanton. Interment will 
follow at Resthaven Memorial Park in Midland.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2010, at the funeral home.

He is survived by three sons, Bobby Owen Kelly 
(Janice) and Roy Kelly (Sue), all of Stanton, and 
Terry Kelly (Roxy) of Midland; one daughter, San-
dra Cooley (Eddie) of Midland; 11 grandchildren; 
15 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grand-
child.

The family suggests memorials to be made to Hos-
pice Midland, P.O. Box 2621, Midland 79702; Martin 
County Senior Citizens, 201 Convent, Stanton; or to 
a charity of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gil-
breath Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolenc-
es can be made at www.npwelch.com

Norman D. ‘Slick’ Sneed
Norman D. “Slick” Sneed, 87, died Sunday, Dec. 

26, 2010, at his home in Gail. Funeral services will 
be at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2010, at the Bell Cypert 
Seale Funeral Home Chapel in Snyder with inter-
ment in the Gail Cemetery.

Norman served as Borden County Sheriff/Tax As-
sessor Collector from 1963 until his retirement in 
1988.

He is survived by his wife, Gladys; one son, Bill 
Sneed and his wife, Betty, of Abilene; two daugh-
ters, Kay Yeager of Quinlan and Saundra Bloom and 
her husband, Richard, of Coahoma; seven grand-
children; seven great-granchildren; one brother-in-
law, James Beckham of Snyder; and two sisters-in-
law, Wanda Sneed of Lubbock and Leona Bradley of 
Lawton, Okla.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Bon-
nie; four sisters; and one brother.

Darlene Sheldon
Darlene Sheldon, 52, of Big Spring 

died Friday, Dec. 24, 2010, in Lub-
bock. Gravesie funeral services 
will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 29, 2010, at Trinity Memorial 
Park Peace Chapel with the Rev. 
Dean Thomas officiating

She was born May 13, 1958, in Big 
Spring and married Andrew Shel-
don on May 11, 1979, in Midland.

She grew up in Big Spring and 
lived most of her life here. She was 

a homemaker and was a Baptist.
Survivors include her husband, Andrew Sheldon 

of Hobbs, N.M.; two sons, Lonnie Johnson Jr. of Big 
Spring and Michael Andrew Sheldon of Hobbs, N.M.; 
one daughter, Heather Atkinson of Big Spring; her 
mother, Charlene White of Big Spring; five broth-
ers, Perry White Jr., Jim White, Jerry White, Larry 
White, and Dalton White, all of Big Spring; and six 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her father, Perry 
White Sr.; two sisters, Paula Joyce White and Dusta 
Jean White; and one brother, Charles Lee White.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Jose G. Saldivar
Jose G. Saldivar, 88, of Big Spring 

died Saturday, Dec. 25, 2010, at his 
residence. Vigil services will be 
held at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 27, 2010, 
at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rose-
wood Chapel. Funeral mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 
2010, at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church with Father Raj 
officiating. Interment will follow at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

He was born May 7, 1922, in Brady 
and married Dora Morales on Jan. 

19, 1951, in Big Spring.
Jose was employed by the Big Spring Independent 

School District for 20 years in the maintenance de-
partment. He was a great gardener and loved base-
ball and wrestling.

He was a member of Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church.

Survivors include his wife, Dora Saldivar of Big 
Spring; four sons, Jose Tony Saldivar, Jaime Sal-
divar and wife, Judy, and Ramon Saldivar and 
wife, Nettie, all of Big Spring, and Johnny Saldi-
var of Midland; four daughters, Teadora DelToro 
and husband, Cruz, and Bertha Miranda and hus-
band, Joe, all of Big Spring, Elizabeth Thompson 
and husband, Mark, of Lubbock and Denise Garcia 
and husband, Robert, of Carlsbad, N.M.; 22 grand-
children; 28 great-grandchildren; and 3 great-great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Audon 
and Teodora Saldivar; two sons, Arthur and Audon 
Saldivar; two brothers, Ramon and Rafael Saldivar; 
and one brother-in-law, Johnny Morales.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Johnny Morales
Johnny Morales, 93, of Big Spring 

died Saturday, Dec. 25, 2010, in a 
local hospital. Vigil services will 
be held at 7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 27, 
2010, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch 
Rosewood Chapel. Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 28, 2010, at Mt. Olive Me-
morial Park.

Johnny was born in Bryan and 
served in the United States Army 
during World War II. He retired 

from Hubbard Packing Company as a butcher. He 
was a member of Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

He is survived by one sister, Dora Saldivar of Big 
Spring; one brother, James Morales of San Antonio; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Genaro 
and Aurelia Morales; three brothers, Americo, Eu-
nel and Genaro Morales Jr.; one brother-in-law, 
Jose Saldivar; and two nephews, Audon and Arthur 
Saldivar.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com
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Obituaries Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

12/29

71/46
Clouds giv-
ing way to
sun . Highs
in the low
70s and
lows in the
mid 40s.

Sunrise:
7:46 AM

Sunset:
5:50 PM

Thu

12/30

74/40
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
low 40s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:51 PM

Fri

12/31

58/28
Plenty of
sun. Highs in
the upper
50s and
lows in the
upper 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:51 PM

Sat

1/1

57/25
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the mid 20s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:52 PM

Sun

1/2

57/32
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
upper 50s
and lows in
the low 30s.

Sunrise:
7:47 AM

Sunset:
5:53 PM

Brownsville
79/61

Houston

68/54

Austin
67/49

Dallas
57/54

El Paso
65/44

Amarillo
64/38

San Antonio
71/51

Big Spring

71/46

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 67 49 pt sunny Kingsville 80 56 t-storm
Amarillo 64 38 windy Livingston 67 51 rain
Austin 67 49 t-storm Longview 61 54 rain
Beaumont 66 55 rain Lubbock 67 40 pt sunny
Brownsville 79 61 t-storm Lufkin 66 51 rain
Brownwood 68 49 rain Midland 70 48 pt sunny
Corpus Christi 76 57 t-storm Raymondville 81 58 t-storm
Corsicana 60 53 rain Rosenberg 69 54 rain
Dallas 57 54 rain San Antonio 71 51 t-storm
Del Rio 71 46 cloudy San Marcos 69 49 t-storm
El Paso 65 44 pt sunny Sulphur Springs 55 54 rain
Fort Stockton 74 47 mst sunny Sweetwater 68 48 pt sunny
Gainesville 55 48 rain Tyler 60 53 rain
Greenville 54 50 rain Weatherford 58 48 rain
Houston 68 54 rain Wichita Falls 59 48 rain

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 51 31 pt sunny Minneapolis 34 34 pt sunny
Boston 35 19 mst sunny New York 36 24 sunny
Chicago 31 30 pt sunny Phoenix 52 42 rain
Dallas 57 54 rain San Francisco 55 43 rain
Denver 50 26 pt sunny Seattle 40 31 mixed
Houston 68 54 rain St. Louis 40 38 rain
Los Angeles 58 43 rain Washington, DC 42 30 sunny
Miami 72 55 mst sunny

Moon Phases

Last
Dec 28

UV Index

Wed

12/29
3

Moderate

Thu

12/30
3

Moderate

Fri

12/31
3

Moderate

Sat

1/1
3

Moderate

Sun

1/2
3

Moderate

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2010 American Profile Hometown Content Service
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revoke probation for driving while intoxicated.
• ADRIAN PATRICK VALENCIA, 22, was trans-

ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on 
a charge of driving while license invalid with a 
previous conviction or suspension.

• JAMES WELDON WATSON, 33, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on motions to revoke pro-
bation for two counts of forgery of a financial 
instrument and a bench warrant for judgment/
sentence for theft.

• ROLANDO MOORE-RODRIGUEZ, 30, was 
arrested Thursday by DPS on a Waller County war-
rant for failure to appear – traffic.

• LANCE BROCKMAN, 24, was arrested Thursday 
by the HCSO on charges of criminal trespass and 
driving while license invalid.

• CRISELDA CHAVERA, 23, was arrested 
Thursday by the HCSO on charges of no driver’s 
license, no liability insurance and parent contrib-
uting to the non-attendance of a minor.

• JOSE LIONEL CERDA, 41, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of assault – family violence.

• DENISE MARY GOMEZ, 26, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge 
of evading arrest or detention with a vehicle.

• LATASHA QUIVETTE WOODSON, 30, was 
transferred to the county jail Thursday by the 
BSPD on municipal warrants for no driver’s license 
(two counts) and violation of a promise to appear 
(two counts).

• CHARLIE JAKE TURNER, 31, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

• JOSHUA PENDLETON, 27, was transferred to 
the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on charges 
of driving while license invalid with a previous 
conviction or suspension and a McLenna County 
motion to revoke probation for driving while intox-
icated.

• APRIL LYNN MARTINEZ, 27, was transferred 
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a 
charge of driving while license invalid with a pre-
vious conviction or suspension.

• JACON IAN STRAIN, 30, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of forg-
ery of a financial instrument, evading arrest or 
detention with a previous conviction, driving while 
license invalid (three counts), no seat belt for pas-
senger, failure to appear and violation of a promise 
to appear.

• JUSTIN M. RAMIREZ, 23, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of 
theft and evading arrest or detention (two counts).

• NICOLAS ZEPESA, 37, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• MELISSA YOUNG, 41, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

• JAMES MARTON HINKLE, 62, was arrested 
Friday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• TIM BECK, 50, was transferred to the county 
jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of theft by 
check.

• DAVID LYNN DOW, 27, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of vio-
lation of county burn ban.

• MERIAH MEGHAN GARCIA, 18, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a 
charge of cruelty to non-livestock animals — fail-
ure to provide.

• ANGELA COLLINS LEE, 47, was transferred to 
the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• ROBERT SOLIS JR., 29, was arrested Saturday 
by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

• JOSHUA URIAS, 20, was transferred to the 
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less and a 
municipal warrant for failure to maintain finan-
cial responsibility.

• ROGER JEROME KAUSS, 21, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• AUSTIN JAMES SANCHEZ, 17, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge 
of possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• DANIEL BENJAMIN NEW, 19, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges 
of possession of drug paraphernalia and possession 
of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• CHRISTOPHER KENT BROOKS, 20, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of possession of marijuana – two ounces or 
less.

• ZACHARY RAY WILLIAMS, 29, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on charges 
of harassment and terroristic threats.

• JUAN ANGEL TORRES, 36, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• APOLONIOA NICOLE VALENCIA, 21, was 
transferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD 
on charges of ride not secured by safety belt, no 
driver’s license, displaying expired registration, 
no driver’s license, failure to maintain financial 
responsibility and theft.

• TYSON DEMETRIUS BARKER, 19, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on 
charges of theft – more than $1,500 less than $20,000, 
and prohibited weapon.

• CHRISTOPHER DANIEL MARQUEZ, 17, was 
transferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD 
on charges of minor consuming alcohol and theft 
– more than $1,500 less than $20,000.

• LORENZO DELUNG WESLEY, 33, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of assault – family violence.

• ISRAEL ALVAREZ, 24, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of pos-
session of marijuana – two ounces or less, no driv-
er’s license, failure to appear (two counts), failure 
to maintain financial responsibility and child 
safety seat violation.

• DARREL DAVID BROWN II, 38, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia, possession of a dangerous drug and 
possession of a controlled substance.

• ALLYSIA DAWN HECKART, 28, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance, possession of a dangerous drug 
and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• MALINDA DAWN SALAZAR, 36, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of failure to maintain financial responsibil-

ity.
• ESEQUIEL PARADEZ FLORES, 55, was trans-

ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of public intoxication.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 
intersection of Highway 80 and Mobile. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 174 
mile marker of Interstate Highway 20. One person 
was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Simler. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lark. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lincoln. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported 
to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Stadium. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of N. 
Main Street. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block of 
Kenzie. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of 
Lancaster. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1600 block of 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Alabama. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of 
Alabama. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of 
Lynn. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of 
Moss Lake Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of 
Chanute. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 9700 block of 
Opal Lane. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of 
ValVerde. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of E. 
20th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.
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Available at Caravan.com.  
Fully Guided vacation packages.    
Priced $995 to $1,295 + tax & fees.  

10 Day Tour 
All-Inclusive 

$995

   Call  
1-800-CARAVAN

+ tax & fees

8 days   Grand Canyon, Zion 
8 days   Yellowstone Park
8 days   New England  
9 days  Canada - Rockies  

10 days   Canada - Nova Scotia 

Free 28 Page Brochure.

PANAMA Canal Cruise & Tour   
8 day all-inclusive guided vacation.  
Join experienced travelers and smart  
shoppers who rely on Caravan.com.

GUATEMALA with Tikal  
10 day all-inclusive guided vacation.  
Caravan.com makes it so easy and 
so affordable to explore your world. 
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Dragon China Buffet
1300 Gregg       268-8888

$1.00Off Per Adult

.50Off Per Child
Up to 10 People

(NOT FOR CARRYOUT)

EXP. 12/31/10
217835

BRING IN THIS AD FOR FREE DRINK
with purchase of buffet 213170

For Delivery
263-2222

2602 Gregg St.

COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE
AND

RESTAURANT
$1.00 Off  Adults
50¢ Off Children

FOR SUNDAY BUFFET
Must present coupon

1 per person
NO TAKE OUTS

Expires 12/31/10
404 E. FM 700
432-263-0181 218383

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL  HOME
&  CHAPEL
24th  &  Johnson    267-8288

Alisha Ann Brewer, 
32, died Thursday.  
Funeral Services were 
at 2 p.m. today at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.

FIELD
Continued from Page 1

and a concrete base and 
the first base dugout will 
be moved to improve 
fans’ sight lines, Ferrell 
said.

The district was able 
to trim the final price 
tag somewhat by having 
BSISD crews perform 
some of the work.

“I’m amazed with what 
our district personnel 
did at the field,” Trustee 
Tony Kennedy said. 
“It will look 100 times 
better than it did.”

Despite the increased 
costs, officials say having 
the new field will prove 
to be an advantage for the 
district. Architectural 
consultant Jay Edwards 
told trustees earlier this 
year that the cost of 
installing the artificial 
turf would be roughly 

the same as maintaining 
the original surface 
over the life of the new 
field. The advantage for 
the district comes from 
the increased usage the 
new field will allow, 
Edwards said.

Work at the baseball 
field should be 
completed by Jan. 15, 
Ferrell said.

Contact Staff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-
7331 ext. 234 or by 

e-mail at reporter@
bigspringherald.com

PERRY
Continued from Page 1

commissioner before ek-
ing out a win to become 
lieutenant governor in 
1998.

Two years later, he 
ascended to governor 
when George W. Bush 
was elected president, 
and he kept his winning 
streak alive with an easy 

re-election in 2002.
But four years later, 

Perry lost steam. He 
shared the ballot with 
four other candidates, 
and more than 60 per-
cent of voters indicated 
they wanted someone 
else to lead the state. 
Hutchison, dubbed the 
most popular politician 
in Texas, was likely to 
run against him the next 
time, leading some to 
wonder whether Perry 

would call it quits after 
two full terms.

Early polls showed 
Hutchison with as much 
as a 25-point lead, and 
Perry sometimes ap-
peared to be stumbling 
toward election season.

During the 2009 legisla-
tive session, he pursued 
a limited agenda and ex-
erted little leadership. 
He started talking about 
the 10th Amendment 
and state sovereignty 

— hardly hot-button is-
sues at the time. And he 
was ridiculed for play-
ing along with a serious 
discussion of secession 
at a tea party rally.

Perry’s message reso-
nated, though, and he 
sold voters on his claim 
that Hutchison was 
part of the problem be-
cause she was a Wash-
ington politician. Then 
he went on to handily 
defeat White, his most 

formidable Democratic 
challenger yet.

Perry campaigned 
from lectern to lectern 
and reached out to 
shoppers and through 
social media and paid 
advertising. He refused 
to debate White and ig-
nored the longstanding 
tradition of meeting 
with newspaper edito-
rial boards.

STORM
Continued from Page 1

 plows and ambulances, 
state police spokesman 
Steve Jones told NBC’s 
“Today” show. One bus 
was freed by 7 a.m. and 
the other was expected 

to be out soon, he said. 
Passengers reported 
no major medical prob-
lems.

In New York City, 
hundreds of travelers 
dozed Monday in Long 
Island Rail Road train 
cars frozen at the plat-
form. Others lay like 
refugees at the entrance 

to the train link to Ken-
nedy Airport and stood 
helpless at the ticket of-
fice, waiting in vain for 
good news to flash on 
the schedule screens. 
Hours went by without 
a single train leaving 
with passengers.

Buses were knocked 
out as well, cabs were 

little more than a myth 
and those who tried 
walking out of the sta-
tion were assailed with 
a hard, frigid wind that 
made snowflakes sting 
like needles.

“They tried, but they 
can’t do much with this 
snow. It’s just not stop-
ping,” said Sharray 

Jones, 20, headed home 
to Long Island after vis-
iting friends.

In Philadelphia, cab 
driver Farid Senous-
saoui, 33, described 
navigating the slippery 
conditions as “like a 
video game.” 

Senoussaoui had 
worked overnight dur-

ing the storm and said 
passengers were uni-
versally grateful when 
he would stop to pick 
them up.

Fire/EMS
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment
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Some dreams refuse to die

Dubai: The temple of greed

A
s millions of Ameri-
cans toiled, Republican 
senators complained 
about having to work 

so close to Christmas. “Disre-
specting one of the two holiest 
of holidays for Christians,” Sen. 
Jon Kyl boomed.

“Sacrilegious,” 
Sen. Jim DeMint 
thundered.

Two days later, 
these self-anointed 
champions of 
Christianity 
joined too many 
other senators to 
defeat the DREAM 
Act, which would 
have helped thou-
sands of innocent 
children who 
were born in an-
other country but raised here in 
America. In the Senate gallery, 
teenage immigrants wore gradu-
ation mortarboards and stricken 
faces.

Had the bill passed, an esti-
mated 65,000 children — most 
of whom have no memory of the 
countries of their birth — could 
have earned citizenship after 
completing a rigorous round of 
requirements, including a mini-
mum five-year residency and 
service in the military or two 
years of college.

Instead, their futures were 
gutted, and for one reason: Their 
parents are not American citi-
zens.

What footnote to Jesus did I 
miss?

Here’s what Jesus says in 
every copy of the Bible in our 
home: “Love one another, as I 
have loved you.”

Nowhere can I find this aster-
isk: But only if they are born in 
America.

For months, I’ve sat on the 
story of an 11-year-old girl who 
could have benefited from the 
DREAM Act.

I really wanted you to see the 
picture of her sitting in her 

bedroom full of bright colors, 
Barbies and books. I wanted you 
to see the tiny flower painted on 
her cheek for Easter Sunday, 
too, and the gentle smile on 
her pretty face. But I feared the 
consequences to her family if I 
identified her and them.

Now the movement to dehu-
manize children like this little 
girl has gained congressional 
endorsement — and in the holy 
season of Christmas. So in the 
spirit of Christ, I’ll share her 
story and change the names.

Let’s call her Emma, which is 
one of the most popular names 
for girls born this year in the 
U.S. We’ll call her parents Mary 
and Joe.

Emma’s parents are Mexican. 
In 2002, they illegally crossed the 
U.S. border in search of a bet-
ter life for their two daughters, 
3-year-old Emma and her 9-year-
old sister. They paid strangers 
$6,000 to ride in windowless vans 
from Arizona to Northeast Ohio.

Mary and Joe found steady 
jobs, rented a house and had 
three more children.

They lived fearful lives in a 
county that routinely rounded 
up people like them. But they 
were willing to risk arrest for 
the sake of their children, who 
were thriving.

One foggy evening early this 
year, Joe was driving home 
from work, when police pulled 
him over for using high-beam 
headlights. By the time Mary 
got to the police station, Joe was 
already gone. He was deported a 
few days later.

The family struggled in Joe’s 
absence. Mary went on medical 
leave but eventually returned to 
work. Emma, a stellar student 
and a daddy’s girl, felt her world 
contract. She grew increasingly 
morose and combative.

In a phone call on the morn-
ing of April 17, Mary told her 
husband she was worried about 
Emma. “She needs her father,” 
Mary said.

“Everything will change when 
I get back up there,” he assured 
her. “Emma and I will watch 
baseball and soccer again. We’ll 
play on the computer together. 
She’ll be fine.”

That afternoon, Mary left 
Emma with her younger siblings 
while she and her eldest daugh-
ter ran errands. Emma protest-
ed. Mary insisted.

It was the last time Mary saw 
Emma alive.

The coroner ruled Emma’s 
death a suicide. She had 
wrapped a cord around her neck, 
tied it to a banister and slid 
down the stairs.

Police reported no signs of 
struggle but noted several 
scrapes on the backs of Emma’s 
thighs and calves.

“It appears that (Emma) may 
have tried to release the tension 
on the rope by trying to push 
herself back up the stairs,” their 
report reads. “The scrapes were 
comparable to a rug burn.”

Her mother is inconsolable.
“She was a good girl,” she said, 

sobbing. “She loved her family. 
She loved her friends. She loved 
her school. She was just sad. She 
was too sad because she missed 
her father.”

For six months, Emma’s grave 
was marked by a makeshift 
altar, until her mother could pay 
off the headstone.

Now Mary lives in constant 
fear that she and her eldest 
daughter will get deported. If 
that were to happen, she said, 
she might leave behind her three 
American children.

“Maybe they could be in foster 
care,” she said. “Maybe they 
could still grow up in America.”

Some dreams refuse to die.
Which brings us back to the 

meaning of Christmas.
Connie Schultz is a Pulitzer 

Prize-winning columnist for The 
Plain Dealer in Cleveland and an 
essayist for Parade magazine.
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Y
ou may be a bit hazy on 
the Persian Gulf. Basi-
cally that’s where a lot 
of the world’s oil comes 

from. 
The Gulf is a long, slim, shal-

low dead-end sea connected to 
the Indian Ocean 
by the distressing-
ly narrow Straits 
of Hormuz. Those 
straits are likely to 
be a battle zone in 
the next war since 
that’s how the oil 
gets out.

On the east side 
of the Gulf lies 
Iran. To the west 
is Saudi Arabia, 
its shore pocked 
with Lichtenstein-
sized Arab sultanates, all smirk-
ing with oil and protective U.S. 
bases.

Each of these states boasts a 
very small native population, 
commensurate with their pre-
oil life as pearl divers and goat 
herders, stranded on the edge of 
an inhospitable desert. But that 
thin population density will no 
longer do. As with the very rich 
everywhere, there is an appro-
priate lifestyle to be maintained. 
This requires hordes of immi-
grants.

U.S. and European visitors 
handle the oil duties. The rest, 
varying from 30 percent to an 
amazing 75 percent of the popu-
lation, come from Asia. Those 
workers often pay a ransom to 
various scoundrels who arrange 
the necessary work visas. The 

workers are referred to as “ex-
pats” (expatriates) and have vir-
tually no chance of citizenship, 
even those born in the Middle 
East. The largest immigrant 
community comes from India.

Governing this strange amal-
gam of humanity are the sul-
tans, largely unfettered by such 
inconveniences as parliaments, 
elections, critics, free press, or 
human rights. They should not, 
however, be underestimated. 
The king of Kuwait, for example, 
promised the United States that 
democracy would flourish if we 
would only rescue his land from 
Saddam Hussein. We did, but he 
didn’t. Still no democracy. Only 
glistening skyscrapers and ooz-
ing oil wells.

The savvy Sultan of Qatar cre-
ated Al Jazeera, a very influen-
tial global television network. 
And Abu Dhabi is the financial 
boss that invests in and bails out 
the other emirates as needed. (It 
also sports an $11 million Christ-
mas tree bedecked in gold and 
gems this holiday season, the 
most expensive ever reported.)

But the public relations king 
is Dubai. That’s the place with 
the world’s tallest building, the 
palm-shaped artificial island, the 
sail-shaped hotel with the $100 
lunch, the new subway system, 
the 95,000 hotel rooms, and the 
working indoor ski slope. All 
this may seem a bit over the top 
for a sliver of sand that ran out 
of pearls long ago, and which 
ranks at the bottom of the re-
gion’s oil reserves.

That, of course, is the genius 

of the plan. Just as Las Vegas 
has transcended gambling to 
become a citadel of entertain-
ment, so Dubai is transcending 
oil to become a citadel of greed. 
The shrewd sultan understands 
that the top attraction for really 
rich people is to be around other 
really rich people. Thus he has 
created all the features listed 
above plus the Tiger Woods golf 
course, the Formula 1 race track, 
the ATP tennis tournament, the 
world’s glitziest shopping malls, 
the landmark office buildings, 
and the exclusive residential 
estates.

Oil is always a good bet, but 
when it finally runs out, smart 
planners want obscene wealth to 
carry the kingdom forward.

That’s a tall order for a land 
where the mercury regularly 
tops 120 degrees F in summer, 
where beaches have no surf, and 
where grass and wildlife don’t 
grow. But then really rich people 
own other homes where they 
can summer. They don’t need 
the Gulf. And despite the heat, at 
the height of the building boom, 
Dubai alone hosted more con-
struction cranes than any nation 
but China. Even today it makes 
Manhattan seem a tad shabby.

All those empty condos and of-
fice buildings can summon flash-
backs to Wily Coyote running off 
a cliff, before plummeting into 
the economic chasm below.

OtherWords columnist William 
A. Collins is a former state repre-
sentative and a former mayor of 
Norwalk, Conn. He recently trav-
eled to Dubai.

T
he prohibition on homosexuals serving 
openly in the U.S. military deserved to 
end. But the way it ended also was im-
portant. It was the difference between 

an orderly retreat and a rout — Dunkirk vs. 
Little Big Horn.

Congress last week voted to repeal the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy that has been in place since 
1993, and President Obama will sign the legisla-
tion into law this week. But the seeds of its de-
mise already had been sown in the courts.

It appeared inevitable that had the legislative 
and executive branches not acted, DADT would 
have been invalidated by the judicial branch 
(in September a federal judge ruled that DADT 
was unconstitutional) — and that could have 
produced logistical difficulties in making the 
transition to a more-inclusive military.

The repeal legislation addressed the legal and 
policy issues of allowing homosexuals to serve 
openly, and it phases in the changes over time, 
giving officials the ability to adjust rules and 
regulations. For example, David Rittgers of the 
Cato Institute notes that the definition of “sexu-
al intercourse” in the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice only includes sex between a man and a 
woman, so the offenses of adultery, prostitution 
and patronizing a prostitute under Article 134 
of the UCMJ don’t apply when committed in a 
homosexual manner. That should be made to 
apply to gay service members as well, making 
the UCMJ truly uniform.

There’s also something to be said for chang-
ing law via our elected representatives instead 
of judicial fiat. Contentious social issues are 
best settled through politics, when most sides 
believe they have received a fair hearing — and 
know they can effect change at the ballot box.

When judges impose solutions from the bench, 
it can leave one side feeling embittered and dis-
enfranchised (see: Roe v. Wade).

The nation now knows this change was 
achieved democratically and the legislation 
reflects the input of skeptics and opponents. 
That’s a more palatable outcome than a judge 
overturning it and demanding Congress act.

DADT was always an imperfect compromise 
between those who wanted to maintain a ban 
on gays in the military and those wanted open 
service. It has resulted in more than 14,000 ser-
vicemen and women being discharged for their 
sexual orientation, including 800 “mission crit-
ical” troops such as Arabic and Farsi linguists, 
medics, pilots and intelligence analysts. That’s 
a high price to pay while fighting two wars in 
the Middle East.

Opponents’ concerns about adverse effects of 
a changed policy have not materialized in other 
nations that allow homosexuals to serve openly. 
The Government Accountability Office studied 
Canada, Israel, Germany and Sweden and found 
that “military officials from each country said 
that, on the basis of their experience, the inclu-
sion of homosexuals in their militaries has not 
adversely affected unit readiness, effectiveness, 
cohesion or morale.”

Finally, societal attitudes toward homosexu-
ality have changed significantly in 17 years. In 
May 1993, just 44 percent of Americans believed 
gays should be allowed to serve openly in the 
military; now, 77 percent of Americans think 
so, according to a Washington Post-ABC News 
poll released this month. Many members of the 
military under the age of 40 have grown up with 
openly gay and lesbian friends and family mem-
bers. Serving with them would not be foreign or 
threatening.

It’s time to begin the transition.

The News Herald

Panama City, Fla.

Transition time

A Small Prayer

With You, Lord, we are not alone.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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13th Month Closeouts

Lane Reclining Sectional

List $3949 Slight Damage $1188

Assortment Of Loveseats

List $699-$799 now $188

Radio Remotes Monday & Tuesday

5 to 7 pm

Broyhill Entertainment Armoire

List $2169 NOW $648

Legacy King Poster Bed Suite
List $5400 7 Pc. Set $1288

Pfaltzgraff China Cabinet
List $1669 As is $488

Ashley Sofa & LoveseatList $1300 NOW $388

Best ReclinerList $569 NOW $188

Now Through Friday
* LAST CHANCE *
Items Subject To Prior Sale

Financing
Available

(WAC)

We Pay The
Tax During
This Event

 Pennies
on the
Dollar!

Elrod’s Furniture
2309 Scurry St.                                                                 267-8491

21
82

01

The World Briefly:
South Korea’s president vows relentless 
retaliation against North Korea if provoked 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korea’s presi-
dent vowed relentless retaliation against North 
Korea if provoked again, saying Monday he is not 
afraid of war with the communist North.

The two Koreas have ramped up their rhetoric 
since North Korea shelled front-line Yeonpyeo-
ng Island near the tense western sea border last 
month, killing four South Koreans. Both sides ac-
cuse the other of triggering the Nov. 23 exchange 
of artillery.

On Monday, President Lee Myung-bak used his 
regular radio address to vow to get tougher with 
any new provocation by North Korea.

“We have now been awakened to the realization 
that war can be prevented and peace assured only 
when such provocations are met with a strong re-
sponse,” Lee said. “Fear of war is never helpful in 
preventing war.”

He said South Korea’s military “must respond re-
lentlessly when they come under attack.”

Suspected U.S. missiles hit Pakistan’s 
North Waziristan, killing 18, say officials

DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Pakistan (AP) — Suspect-
ed U.S. missiles struck two vehicles in a Taliban 
stronghold on Pakistan’s side of the border with Af-
ghanistan on Monday, killing 18 alleged militants, 
Pakistani intelligence officials said.

The attack in the North Waziristan tribal region 
came in the final days of a year that has witnessed 
an unprecedented number of such strikes from 
drone aircraft flying over Pakistani soil, part of a 
ramped-up U.S. campaign to take out al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters seeking sanctuary outside Afghan-
istan.

At least 110 such missile strikes have been 
launched this year — more than doubling last 
year’s total. Nearly all have landed in North Wa-
ziristan, a region that hosts several militant groups 
battling U.S. and NATO troops in Afghanistan, in-
cluding the feared Haqqani network.

The six missiles fired Monday struck the vehi-
cles in the Shera Tala village of North Waziristan. 
Shera Tala lies in Mir Ali district, where militants 
are heavily concentrated. The exact identities of 
the 18 dead were not immediately certain.

The vehicles were apparently leaving a com-
pound, and one was carrying a large load of am-
munition, magnifying the blasts from the missile 
strikes, the intelligence officials said.

Allies of Ivory Coast’s recognized leader 
calls for strike to force Gbagbo from office

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — Allies of the man 
who the international community says won Ivory 
Coast’s disputed presidential election vowed to be-
gin a general strike Monday that would last until 
the incumbent hanging on to power concedes de-
feat and leaves office.

It was the latest form of pressure to try to force 
Laurent Gbagbo from the presidency nearly a 
month after the U.N. said his political rival, Alas-
sane Ouattara, won the runoff vote. Gbagbo has 
refused to leave despite international calls for his 
ouster, and West African leaders say they will re-
move him by force if necessary.

In an interview with Associated Press Television 
News on Sunday, Gbagbo said he was not concerned 

about world opinion, insisting he was duly elected. 
He said of his detractors: “Maybe they do not want 
me, I admit it, but I am not looking to be loved by 
them. I respect and abide by the Ivorians’ vote.”

Djedje Mady, the head of Ouattara’s electoral co-
alition, called on those who “believe in peace and 
justice to cease all their activities” starting Mon-
day until Gbagbo leaves power.

The U.N. has said at least 173 people have been 
killed in violence over the vote, heightening fears 
that the country once divided in two could return 
to civil war. The toll is believed to be much higher, 
though, as the U.N. mission has been blocked from 
investigating other reports, including an allegation 
of a mass grave.

Jailed oil tycoon Khodorkovsky guilty
of stealing oil, may be in prison for years

MOSCOW (AP) — Mikhail Khodorkovsky was 
convicted of theft and money laundering charges 
Monday, a verdict that will likely keep the jailed oil 
tycoon who was once Russia’s richest man behind 
bars for several more years.

The verdict came less than two weeks after Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin said Khodorkovsky was a 
proven criminal who should sit in prison, a blunt 
statement reflecting his stance against the man 
who challenged his power — remarks denounced 
by critics as interference in the trial.

Putin, who was president during Khodorkovsky’s 
first trial, has shown no sign of softening his at-
titude toward the former oligarch. Putin has not 
ruled out a return to the presidency in 2012 and crit-
ics suspect him of wanting to keep Khodorkovsky 
incarcerated until after that election.

It was clear from the opening pages of his verdict 
that the judge had found Khodorkovsky and his 
business partner Platon Lebedev guilty. Reading 
the full verdict and announcing the sentence was 
expected to take several days.

Khodorkovsky, 47, is nearing the end of an eight-
year sentence after being convicted of tax fraud 
in a case seen as punishment for challenging the 
Kremlin’s economic and political power, in part by 
funding opposition parties in parliament.

Car bomb near police compound in 
southern Afghan city kills 3, wounds many

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan (AP) — A car bomb 
exploded in the heart of the southern city of Kan-
dahar on Monday, killing three people, an Afghan 
policeman at the scene said.

The blast also wounded 26 people, most of them 
policemen, officials said.

Southern Afghanistan, a traditional Taliban 
stronghold, has seen some of the worst fighting this 
year between the militants and foreign and Afghan 
troops.

The car detonated at midday near a police com-
pound and a branch of Kabul Bank in the crowded 
center of the city, said policeman Noor Moham-
mad, who was guarding the bank.

“I was sitting near the gate when this explosion 
occurred. We fell to the ground and we couldn’t see 
anything for five minutes” because of the dust and 
smoke caused by the blast, he said.

Miller says he won’t block Murkowski 
Senate certification, but will keep fighting

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — Republican Joe Miller 
said he won’t stand in the way of incumbent Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski being certified the winner of Alas-

ka’s U.S. Senate race, but he vowed to continue 
his legal fight over the state’s handling of the vote 
count.

Miller’s announcement late Sunday paves the 
way for Murkowski — a write-in candidate after 
losing the Republican nomination to Miller — to 
eventually be declared winner of the race.

Election officials determined Murkowski had 
the most votes in the November election but were 
barred from certifying a victory by a federal judge, 
who issued a stay to give the courts time to rule on 
Miller’s claims the vote count was mishandled.

Sunday’s decision means Miller won’t file any 
motions to stop the court from lifting the stay.

Miller said he wants to ensure Alaska has full 
representation when senators are sworn in for the 
new term of Congress on Jan. 5.

9 charged with terror conspiracy in UK; 
face other terror-related charges as well

LONDON (AP) — British police early Monday 
morning charged nine men with conspiring to 
cause explosions in what they described as an ex-
tensive terror plot against UK targets. The men are 
expected in a London court to answer charges later 
Monday.

The men were among 12 suspects taken into cus-
tody one week ago during dawn police raids in 
London, Cardiff and Stoke-on-Trent in central Eng-
land.

Police said Monday the other three detainees had 
been released without charge.

The suspects who have been charged are sched-
uled to appear in the City of Westminster Magis-
trates Court Monday morning.

“I have today advised the police that nine men 
should be charged with conspiracy to cause explo-
sions and with engaging in conduct in preparation 
for acts of terrorism with the intention of either 
committing acts of terrorism or assisting another 
to commit such acts,” said Sue Hemming, head of 
the Crown Prosecution Service Counter Terrorism 
Division.

Motown singer Teena Marie, known as 
‘Ivory Queen of Soul,’ dies at 54

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Teena Marie’s last al-
bum, “Congo Square,” was titled after a historical 
meeting place for slaves in New Orleans, featured 
a tribute to Martin Luther King’s widow and also 
song “Black Cool,” written for President Barack 
Obama.

No matter that Marie, 54, was white. The R&B 
legend revered and fully immersed herself in black 
culture — and in turn was respected and adored by 
black audiences, not only for her immense soulful 
talents, but for her inner soul as well.

“Overall my race hasn’t been a problem. I’m a 
Black artist with White skin. At the end of the day 
you have to sing what’s in your own soul,” she told 
Essence.com in an interview last year while pro-
moting “Congo Square.” That album would turn 
out to be her last.

The self-proclaimed “Ivory Queen of Soul,” whose 
many classic hits included “Lovergirl,” Square 
Biz” and the scorching duet “Fire and Desire” with 
mentor Rick James, was found dead in her Pasa-
dena home on Sunday at the age of 54. Authorities 
said her death appeared to be of natural causes.

In an interview with The Associated Press last 
year, Teena Marie said she had successfully battled 
an addiction to prescription drugs; she had been 
performing over the last year.



Texas News Briefs:
Bill proposes deferred 
adjudication in DWI cases 

AUSTIN (AP) — A state lawmaker 
is proposing that first-time drunken 
drivers in Texas could be acquitted of 
the offense if they complete supervi-
sion and treatment.

Supporters — including Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, prosecutors 
and defense attorneys — say the plan 
could ease court backlogs by getting 
such cases out of courtrooms. They 
say it could also improve efforts to 
track and punish repeat DWI offend-
ers.

If the offense were repeated, it would 
become grounds to increase future 
punishments.

The Austin American-Statesman re-
ports that Rep. Todd Smith, R-Euless, 
filed the proposal that would allow for 
deferred adjudication.

Deferred adjudication for such of-
fenses was abolished in the state in 
the mid-1980s. At the time, opponents 
of deferred adjudication had argued 
that prosecuting offices and judges 
were accepting the form of probation 
for repeat offenders.

Three in Texas family dead
in Wyoming plane crash 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — Authori-
ties say three members of a Texas 
family have died in a plane crash in 
Wyoming’s Wind River Mountains.

The Fremont County Sheriff’s of-
fice tells Casper’s KCWY-TV that the 
three were found dead in the wreck-

age of the aircraft that went down 
Christmas Eve.

The office confirmed the crash, the 
deaths and the victims’ home state to 
The Associated Press but declined to 
provide any other details.

KCWY reports that officials re-
ceived a call about a downed plane 
in the mountains after a commercial 
plane picked up an emergency locator 
transmitter signal.

After hours of searching, the wreck-
age was found with the bodies.

Both KCWY and Jasper, Texas, sta-
tion KJAS say authorities identified 
the dead as 56-year-old Ralph Day, 
53-year-old Doris Day and 12-year-old 
Connor Day. KJAS says the family 
was from Jasper.

The cause of the crash is still under 
investigation.

Police: Off-duty officer uses 
Taser on patient at hospital

BEDFORD (AP) — Police say an off-
duty officer working at a Dallas-area 
hospital used a Taser to subdue an 
unruly patient who allegedly assault-
ed two employees.

Bedford police Lt. Kirk Roberts 
said the officer and other employees 
responded to a report of a “violation 
situation” about 6:15 a.m. Dec. 14. 
Roberts said the officer gained con-
trol of the man with the Taser so that 
staff members of Texas Health Har-
ris Methodist Hospital Hurst-Euless-
Bedford could restrain him.

Roberts told the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram that the officer used a tech-
nique in which an electric charge 
is administered without firing the 

Taser’s projectiles.
Roberts said possible charges 

against the unidentified man are un-
der investigation.

A hospital spokeswoman declined 
to discuss details of the case, citing 
privacy laws.

Doctor: Stabbing suspect likely 
mentally unfit to stand trial 

TYLER (AP) — A forensic psycholo-
gist says there is a “low probabil-
ity” that a teenager accused of fatally 
stabbing his teacher in an East Texas 
classroom last year can maintain a 
level of competence required for tri-
al.

Dr. Emily Fallis wrote in a recent 
report to a juvenile court that the 
17-year-old boy remains delusional 
and dangerous. The report was ob-
tained by The Dallas Morning News 
and reported Sunday.

The suspect’s mental health leaves 
him in legal limbo 14 months after 
51-year-old Todd Henry was killed at 
John Tyler High School. Prosecutors 
want to try the teen as an adult, but 
his attorney is fighting to keep pro-
ceedings in juvenile court.

Fallis re-interviewed the teen in 
October after determining months 
earlier that he was too psychotic for a 
transfer to adult court.

Man trying to save dogs
dies in Christmas fire 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A man has 
died in a predawn fire Christmas 
morning near San Antonio after go-
ing back into his burning home to try 
to rescue his dogs.

Bexar County officials said the man 
was alerted to the fire about 3:30 a.m. 
Saturday by relatives who lived next 
door in a rural area east of San Anto-
nio. 

After helping his wife and a niece 
escape, 62-year-old Frank “Poncho” 
Kruse died trying to find his 13-year-
old Labrador, Sugar, and another 
dog.

Both dogs died in the blaze.

Bexar County Detective Frank 
Stubbs said arson wasn’t suspected. 
County fire marshal spokeswoman 
Laura Jesse said the cause was unde-
termined.

Stubbs said firefighters found 
Kruse’s body in the kitchen. Relatives 
said Kruse was a retired plumber fre-
quently seen in the neighborhood 
with Sugar by his side.

Teen killed by stray bullet
in East Texas shooting 

TYLER (AP) — A 15-year-old East 
Texas girl has died after she was 
struck by a stray bullet during a 
shooting on Christmas Eve.

Authorities say Nicole Cartwright 
of Longview was with friends in the 
parking lot of a Tyler fast food restau-
rant when gunshots were reported 
about 1:30 a.m. Friday.

Tyler police Sgt. Matthew Smyser 
tells the Tyler Morning Telegraph 
that officers found the victim at the 
scene with a single gunshot wound. 
Smyser said the girl was taken to a 
hospital, and police were later told 
she had died from injuries sustained 
in the shooting.

Sgt. Bobby Perkins said witness ac-
counts indicate two groups got into a 
disturbance somewhere else and met 
again at the restaurant, where one 
person fired at another.

Perkins said investigators are try-
ing to determine a suspect.

Police investigate apparent 
murder-suicide in Arlington 

ARLINGTON (AP) — Arlington po-
lice say that it appears a man shot his 
adult grandson and then himself.

Police say that the men were found 
Sunday afternoon on the ground out-
side of a car.

They say a man who appeared to be 
in his 50s was dead and the scene and 
another man who was in his mid-20s 
died later Sunday from his injuries.

The names of the men have not yet 
been released. Police continue to in-
vestigate.
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Bighorn sheep start new year in Texas
BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press

BIG BEND RANCH STATE PARK 
(AP) — Dozens of majestic bighorn 
sheep have moved into a Texas state 
park as part of wildlife restoration ef-
forts aimed at returning the sheep to 
their historic range.

Twelve curly-horned rams and 34 
ewes plucked by helicopter from one 
rugged area of West Texas now call 
the Bofecillos Mountains along the 
Rio Grande in Big Bend Ranch State 
Park home. The capture and release 
days before Christmas was the lat-
est step in a decades-long restoration 
project to bring the mountain sheep 
back to their range after unfettered 
hunting, fencing and disease from 
other animals decimated their num-
bers.

All but gone from Texas by the 
1960s from more than 1,500 in the late 
1800s, efforts to restore them in Tex-
as’ Trans-Pecos region have proved 
successful. This fall, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department biologists tal-
lied 1,115 sheep in Texas, up from 822 
in 2006 and 352 in 2002.

The 29 sheep captured on the first 
of the two-day endeavor sprang away 
from the trailers and crates they trav-
eled inside for about 80 miles and 

quickly scampered up one mountain’s 
steep terrain. About 80 volunteers, 
conservation supporters and state 
and federal wildlife officials cheered 
them on and applauded.

Soon one could see only a parade of 
white-gray dots bounding near the top 
of their first mountain in their new 
home. The release was their first re-
introduction into a Texas state park.

“The bighorn belong here,” Mike 
Pittman, the area’s wildlife manager, 
said Tuesday. “They’re part of the 
ecosystem.”

Bighorn sheep, which can bounce up 
to 20 feet from ledge to ledge, some as 
narrow as 2 inches, prefer bluffs and 
steep slopes with sparse vegetation 
and an unobstructed view. They can 
travel up to 30 mph on level ground 
and 15 mph up steep mountain slopes. 
Rams fighting for mates often butt 
heads for hours during breeding sea-
son, which begins in November.

The 46 animals needed to be moved 
from Elephant Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area, about 25 miles 
south of Alpine, a small town of about 
6,500, because of a surplus of sheep 
for the available habitat. Most of the 
ewes are pregnant and will lamb in 
several months, officials said.

Work began early the first day as 

the helicopter scoured the top of El-
ephant Mountain. Trappers in the 
chopper fired net-guns on top of each 
sheep, which then were hobbled and 
blindfolded for the ride back to the 
work areas.

Once the pilot laid each sheep gently 
on the ground, workers removed the 
slings around them and carried them 
to be placed into specially designed 
stretchers. Biologists went to work, 
taking blood samples, swabbing their 
noses and ears and attaching radio-
transmitting collars to track the ani-
mals. Their teeth were checked to age 
them.

The unseasonably warm weather 
gave biologists concern and the ani-
mals’ temperature was monitored 
throughout the exams. Water was 
sprayed on some of the sheep to try to 
cool them.

The ewes were then carried to a 
livestock trailer where their blind-
folds were removed as they were put 
inside. Rams went into more sturdy 
crates.

The two-day operation costs as much 
as $40,000. Donations to the Bighorn 
Sheep Society and other nonprofit 
groups along with revenue from 16 
hunting permits — 12 on private land 
— issued this year covered the cost. 

Permits are issued when scientists 
determine there is a surplus of older 
rams which now longer help in build-
ing the animal’s population.

The company’s wildlife coordina-
tor, Bonnie McKinney, said bighorn 
are integral to the region’s wildlife’s 
landscape.

“When you bring them back, you’re 
putting it back in balance,” she said. 
“It was man that messed it up but we 
can fix it.”

Desert bighorns live in dry, rugged, 
mountainous terrain, and eat season-
ally available plants such as yucca, 
prickly pear and wild onions. Their 
predators include mountain lions, 
black bears, and golden eagles.

In 1954, Texas, other states and fed-
eral wildlife agencies and private 
conservation groups developed a co-
operative agreement to begin restor-
ing the bighorn. They got desert big-
horns from states including Arizona, 
Nevada, Utah and Mexico, and set up 
brooding sites in far West Texas.

The last capture-and-release event 
happened in 2000, when about 20 were 
moved from Elephant Mountain to 
another wildlife management area.

“It never gets old,” Pittman said of 
the release events through the years. 
“It’s always exhilarating.”

Check us out online
at

www.bigspringherald.com
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Season can’t end soon enough for Cowboys
The Associated Press

IRVING — Here’s how the Dallas 
Cowboys are likely to close a season 
that can’t end soon enough: with a 
third-string quarterback making his 
first career start and everyone hold-
ing their breath on extra-point at-
tempts.

Just when it seemed the Cowboys 
might salvage something from the 
final months of this season, their for-
tunes turned again. All the screwball 
mistakes that drove them to being 
1-7 and got their coach fired, and had 
mostly disappeared under interim 
coach Jason Garrett, returned with 
a vengeance Saturday night in Ari-
zona.

They threw two interceptions that 
were returned for touchdowns. A cor-
nerback blew an assignment, clearing 
the way for a 74-yard touchdown pass. 
They made a valiant comeback any-
way, yet continued to do things like 
get penalized for celebrating a touch-
down and kicking an extra point wide 

left. That last goof gave the Cardinals 
a chance to win it with a field goal 
and that’s exactly what they did, but 
only after converting a fourth-and-15 
against a defense that had played well 
most of the second half.

“This has been quite a year of dis-
appointment — real disappointment, 
real surprise,” Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones said. “Some of those things we 
were doing out there have been with 
us since the day we walked out of 
training camp, unfortunately.”

This kooky 27-26 loss did such a 
good job of capsulizing everything 
that’s made 2010 so forgettable, there 
was even an injury to the starting 
quarterback.

Jon Kitna strained an abdominal 
muscle — while throwing a touch-
down pass, of all things — and may 
not be ready to start the finale Sunday 
at Philadelphia. That would mean 
Stephen McGee would get the chance 
to show what he can do with a whole 
week of preparation.

McGee was forced into action for 
the first time in his two-year career 
Saturday night and looked nervous. 
He had reason to be.

Garrett made it clear the team 
lacked faith in McGee by declaring 
him an emergency-only option even 
though the playoff hopes were gone. 
The Cowboys preferred using the 
38-year-old Kitna against another 
team already eliminated from the 
playoffs, valuing a better chance of 
winning over the chance to see what 
the kid could do. Then Garrett called 
mostly running plays.

Finally allowed to throw, McGee 
went 11 of 17 for 111 yards and a spec-
tacular touchdown to Miles Austin. It 
covered 37 yards and put the Cowboys 
ahead 26-24 with 1:41 left. That’s when 
David Buehler jerked the extra point 
to the wrong side of the left upright.

“I think I just rushed it a little bit,” 
said Buehler, who became the first 
Dallas kicker with two missed PATs 
in a season since 1995.

McGee was sacked once and didn’t 
have any turnovers. He threw some 
balls in the dirt and had poor timing 
with Austin and Jason Witten, but 
that was to be expected since he’d 
never thrown to them in a game or 
even a practice.

“There was a little bit of getting 
comfortable, just getting the feel of it, 
getting the cadence, getting the guys 
moving, getting the play in and out 
quickly, little things that I wanted 
to be on top of and that were going 
through my mind,” he said. “Other 
than that, I felt like I was out there 
playing ball again.”

The Cowboys thought Kitna had 
a hip pointer. But a painkilling shot 
didn’t help, and it was later diagnosed 
as a strained abdominal muscle. The 
pain extended toward the groin area.

“I think it’s doubtful from what I 
heard in there that we’re going to 
have Jon back,” Jones said following

See COWBOYS, Page 12
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Coahoma’s Haley Pace (33) blocks a shot during the Bulldogettes’game against Klondike earlier this 
season. Coahoma, along with several other area boys and girls’ basketball teams, begin tournament 
play again Tuesday. 

Patriots clinch AFC 
home-field edge
The Associated Press

AFC teams seeking 
a Super Bowl berth 
must go through Fox-
borough, a place where 
Tom Brady hasn’t lost 
in the regular season 
since 2006.

Here’s some hope 
for the challengers, 
though: The New Eng-
land Patriots lost their 
only playoff game last 
season, routed at home 
by Baltimore.

Among the teams 
chasing the Patri-
ots are the AFC West 
champion Kansas City 
Chiefs.

The Patriots secured 
home-field advantage 
throughout the AFC 
playoffs by routing the 
Buffalo Bills 34-3 Sun-
day. Brady hasn’t lost 
a home game in the 
last 27 regular-season 
outings, and the Patri-
ots (13-2) are unbeaten 
in 16 consecutive reg-
ular-season games at 
Gillette Stadium since 
losing to Pittsburgh on 
Nov. 30, 2008 with Matt 
Cassel replacing the in-
jured Brady.

“We got a W, and 

that’s our biggest pres-
ent, being able to come 
into the locker room 
and being able to see 
that hat and T-shirt,” 
nose tackle Vince 
Wilfork said. “That’s 
something to be proud 
of.”

Baltimore (11-4) still 
could win the AFC 
North — it’s tied with 
Pittsburgh, which al-
ready has a playoff 
berth, but does not own 
the tiebreaker with the 
Steelers in the divi-
sion. The Ravens won 
at Cleveland 20-10, and 
must beat Cincinnati at 
home while Pittsburgh 
loses at Cleveland next 
Sunday.

“It doesn’t matter 
(what Cleveland does),” 
Ravens star linebacker 
Ray Lewis said. “The 
only thing you can ask 
for in this business 
is to get in the dance. 
We’re in and we have 
to take care of business 
against Cincinnati.”

Failing to win the 
division means Balti-
more gets a wild card,

See PATRIOTS, Page 12

Tebow, Broncos beat Texans 
The Associated Press

DENVER — Tim Tebow won on 
several fronts Sunday.

By rallying the Denver Broncos 
past the Houston Texans 24-23, the 
raw rookie from Florida secured not 
only his first victory as a pro but he 
won over the fans who have suffered 
through the franchise’s worst slump 
in almost 40 years and were jeering 
the conservative play calling as the 
team trudged off the field at half-
time.

“He definitely stepped up and gave 
the fans what they wanted,” wide re-
ceiver Brandon Lloyd said. “And as 
a player, he gave us what we need-
ed.”

More importantly, Tebow took 
Denver (4-11) out of the running for 
the No. 1 draft pick in April, which 
figures to be Stanford star quarter-
back Andrew Luck.

John Elway, who is expected to 
join the Broncos soon as their chief 
football executive, is a big fan of the 
best passer Stanford has produced 
since, well, himself, and he said last 
week that Denver would have to se-
riously consider selecting Luck if he 
were available.

Now, Luck figures to be headed not 
to the Rocky Mountains but to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains as Carolina 
secured the top draft pick Sunday 
with wins by Denver and Cincin-

nati.
Tebow scored on a 6-yard scramble 

with three minutes left in his first 
home start, capping a comeback 
from a 17-0 halftime deficit.

“Things weren’t going well early, 
but we kept fighting, kept believing 
in each other,” Tebow said.

Matt Schaub was driving the 
Texans (5-10) for a go-ahead score 
when rookie cornerback Syd’Quan 
Thompson picked off a pass intended 
for wide-open tight end Owen Dan-
iels, who had already caught eight 
passes for 73 yards and a score. But 
it was deflected at the line by Justin 
Bannan and settled into Thompson’s 
arms at the Broncos 27 with just over 
a minute remaining.

“It was like a dream,” Thompson 
said. “The ball was floating in the 
air so long. I had to go pluck it.”

Schaub lamented that “if I can get 
that one in O.D.’s hands, he might 
score on that play.”

The Texans were probably already 
in field-goal range. Neil Rackers had 
converted a 54-yarder that tied his 
career-longest field goal and then 
nailed a 57-yarder that tied the fran-
chise mark, both in the third quar-
ter.

Tebow turned the jeers from the 
crowd miffed at conservative play

See TEXANS, Page 12

49ers fire head coach Mike Singletary
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Mike Single-
tary made a name for himself as a 
coach with that bold “I want win-
ners!” declaration more than two 
years ago.

Ultimately, he didn’t produce 
enough victories to save his job.

The Hall of Fame linebacker was 
fired by the San Francisco 49ers on 
Sunday night after two disappoint-
ing seasons, including a 5-10 showing 
this year for a franchise that expected 
to win the NFC West.

The team made the announcement 
upon returning to the Bay Area late 
Sunday, several hours after San 
Francisco was eliminated from play-
off contention with a 25-17 loss at St. 
Louis. Defensive line coach Jim Tom-
sula was promoted to interim coach 
and will run the team in the season fi-
nale at home against Arizona. He was 
to be formally introduced in a news 
conference Monday.

After team president and CEO Jed 
York told reporters in St. Louis after 
the loss he would think about wheth-
er Singletary would coach the final 
game, Singletary then was told of his 
dismissal back at the team’s Santa 
Clara complex.

“I want to thank Mike Singletary 
for the passion and effort that he 
brought to this organization,” York 
said in a statement. “He is a tremen-

dous person for whom I will always 
have great respect.”

York said money wasn’t an object 
in this decision considering Single-
tary had two years remaining on his 
contract.

“Obviously, we didn’t achieve the 
things we set out to achieve. We 
should be a playoff team,” York said 
in the locker room. “We aren’t a play-
off team this year. Very disappointed 
about that. We need to figure out how 
we can get into the playoffs and how 
we can start competing for Super 
Bowls.”

San Francisco began the year with 
high hopes of winning the West and 
reaching the postseason for the first 
time since 2002. Singletary was 18-22 
in two-plus seasons.

“One of the greatest experiences of 
my life was having the opportunity 
to coach the San Francisco 49ers,” 
Singletary said in a statement. “What 
made it so special were the players. 
They were some of the most outstand-
ing men I have ever been around in 
my life. The coaches were truly pro-
fessionals. I wish the 49ers nothing 
but the best. I am thankful to the 
York family for having given me the 
opportunity to be a head coach in the 
NFL. I am indebted to them for that. 
I am also thankful for the Faithful

See 49ERS, Page 12
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Announcements
Most Holy Apostle  ST. JUDE 
faithful   servant   &   friend   of 
JESUS. Patron of hopeless 
cases. Thank you ST. JUDE 
for all your help in my times of 
need. May he also help anyone 
who prays & believes. GOD 
BLESS.......MSG

Help Wanted
$$$$Immediate Opening$$$$

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans Home

Our employees are our great-
est asset, providing flexible 
schedules and an attractive 
benefits packet.

Currently hiring the following 
positions:

Licensed Vocational Nurses
6am-2pm and 2pm-10am
Certified Nurse Aides

2pm-10pm
Salary Based On Experience

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-8387
Fax (432)268-1987 

“Equal Opportunity Employer”
Please contact 

Katee Rubio, HR Director
kmrubio@sears-methodist.com

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal – Coahoma –
Now hiring a driver for our 
Coahoma area, need at least a 
Class B CDL. Experience 
Preferred for a driver’s 
position. Drivers must be able 
to pass a mandatory DOT and 
a   corporate   drug    testing 
requirements. The job includes 
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri, with 
some Sat mornings. Please 
send resume to 
LucasR@repsrv.com or apply 
at 8220 W. Hwy 80, Midland, 
TX 79706 – no phone calls 
please. – Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional 
raw  water  supplier  for the 
Permian Basin, is accepting 
applications for following posi-
tion in the Big Spring Area.
Electrician– Trouble shoot, 
service, and maintain pump 
control panels, electric motors 
up to 3000hp, power distribu-
tion systems,  electrical 
sub-stations,    submersible 
motors, and commercial and 
residential wiring.  Intermediate 
level       position,        basic 
understanding of 
electronics/electricity needed.  
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer.  Benefits include 
health insurance, retirement 
plans, and sick, vacation and 
holiday leave.  
Applications are required and 
are available at the  District’s 
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling 
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:
* Crew Tech
Must have valid Texas Drivers 
License, will train, Come by 
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls 
please.

Help Wanted
Start the New Year 

with a New Job
BIG SPRING STATE 

HOSPITAL HAS 
THE FOLLOWING 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
RNs– All Shifts

Job Posting #155244
Earn up to 

$5,377.77 per month 
(DOE) $31.02/hr
LVNs– All Shifts 

Job Posting #166235
Earn up to 

$2,746.48 per month 
(DOE) $15.85/hr

Psychiatric Nursing 
Assistants

Job Posting #160827
Varied Shifts

Starting salary 
$1,706.75 per month

Our benefit package includes:
Paid Vacation, Sick Leave, 
Holidays, State Paid Insurance, 
Matching Retirement, Educa-
tional Leave, and On campus 
housing is offered depending 
on availability.

Contact our Job Center 
for Job Descriptions

or to Arrange a Campus Tour
432-268-7341 or 
432-268-7298

Or
Complete an application 

online at
https://

accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us
Contact 

Darla Heffington at 
432-268-7464

Once you have completed 
your application

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 North Highway 87
Big Spring, TX 79720

COME JOIN the Team at 
Parks Fuels, need a person to 
do data entry, filing, verifying 
invoices, and other secretary 
duties. Apply at 303 East 1st 
Street. 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
located in Austin, TX seeks an 
experienced     Commercial 
Superintendent for a remodel 
project at the VA Hospital in 
Big Springs, TX.
Must have previous experience 
as lead foreman/super and a 
minimum of 5 yrs experience 
with OSHA certification.
We   are  looking  to  fill  this 
position  immediately.  Send 
resumes to 
resumessa2010@aol.com.

COOKS & CARHOP.  Must be 
Neat in Appearance. Honest & 
Dependable. No experience 
necessary will train. Inquire at 
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. 
No phone call Please!

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00 
Weekly plus Bonus. Call after 
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
Join BUSY BEE’S professional 
home cleaning team! Enjoy an 
independent work environment 
and $10/hr compensation. We 
provide paid training, all neces-
sary supplies and uniform. 
Must have own transportation 
and speak English (bilingual a 
plus). All cleaners are drug 
tested and background 
checked. Bonded and insured. 
Please  call Jessi Williams, 
owner,  at 432-816-3732 for an 
application.

LABORERS FOR Manufactur-
ing Plant. General construction, 
carpentry skills are a benefit. 
Call (432)267-4701.

NEED TRANSPORT Driver for 
fuel deliveries. Starting Salary 
$20.00per Hour. Excellent 
Benefits.   Must have CDL & 
good driving record. Come by 
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels/ 
Chevron, Big Spring.

NURSES UNLIMITED, inc. 
seeking sitters/CNA’S to work 
for private duty clients. Hourly 
rate call 1-800-201-5904, all 
shifts available, office hours, 
M.-TH. 8-5, FRI. 8-12, EOE.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab   now   hiring  charge 
Nurse for 10pm-6am shift. 
Competitive pay plus benefits. 
Great family working environ-
ment. Apply in person at 3200 
Parkway or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab is now taking applica-
tions   for  an   Admissions/ 
Marketing Director

*Must have strong 
organizational skills and 
computer knowledge

*Must have strong people
skills and be outgoing

*Must be self-motivated
*Must be able to travel and
have own dependable 
transportation

*Must have high school
diploma but college degree
and/or college classes is 
preferred

*Must be flexible. Most 
weekends off.

Great working environment and 
benefits. Please apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

Drivers
TRANSPORT DRIVERS

Griffin Transportation
Positions In

Big Spring & Odessa
CDL/Hazmat, 2 yrs exp
(tanker preferred), good 

MVR. Full Benefit Package.
rbarron@ripgriffin.com

Fax: 806-785-4182
Call: 806-744-2067

Ask for Transportation Dept.
Day & Night Shifts Available

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

Help Wanted
SEEKING      EXPERIENCED
female for temporary clerical 
position at natural gas plant NE 
of Big Spring, Must have good 
typing skills and good knowl-
edge of computers. Must have 
good telephone skills and be 
able to work with others.

Send resume to:
Plant Supervisor
11703 E FM 846 

Coahoma, TX 79511 
or email 

mwcol@wtggas.com 
or fax (432)399-4290

SPECS. & Company is seeking  
a self motivated employee with 
excellent communication and 
customer skills. Will train right 
person. Apply at 2311 Scurry. 
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-5:30 
Friday 8:30-12:00.

Instructional

HOT ITEM!!
Bellydance class  

starting 
Tuesday January 4th 

Big Spring YMCA 7:30pm. 
Ladies 18-80. $45/month. 

Contact Victoria 432-230-5456 
(after 12/28) or 
victoria.white

cotton@gmail.com 
for information.

Items for Sale
NIX SHELLED Pecans. Will 
deliver in town. Call 
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

SEASONED OAK Firewood. 
$325.00 Full Cord & $180.00 
Half Cord. Delivered and 
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or 
512-913-7406.

National Ads
"CAN YOU Dig It?" Heavy 
Equipment School. 3wk train-
ing program. Backhoes, Bull-
dozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging 
dirt Now. 866-362-6497.

***FREE FORECLOSURE List-
ings*** Over 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. LOW Down 
Payment. Call NOW! 
1-800-817-6272. 

AIRLINE MECHANIC - Train 
for high paying Aviation Ca-
reer. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-335-9129. 

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & 
CRAFTS AT HOME! 
Year-Round Work! Great Pay! 
Call Toll Free 1-866-844-5091.

DISH NETWORK
$24.99/Month! 120+ Channels!
FREE HD 4 Life! FREE Movie 
Channels! FREE HD 
Receiver/DVR! Free 6 Room 
Installation! No Equipment to 
Buy! $500 Bonus! LMG Satel-
lite Local Installers 
1-866-955-0829. 

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 only 
16x20, 25x36, 30x48, 40x52, 
45x82. Selling For Balance! 
Free Delivery! 
1-800-462-7930x261. 

National Ads
EXPERIENCE FLORIDA LIV-
ING Beach homes, golf, sun-
shine and more! Information on 
community living, 
modular/manufactured homes 
and business services. 
Come find your dream home 
today! 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com 

GET YOU DEGREE ONLINE
*Medical, *Business, *Parale-
gal, *Accounting, *Criminal 
Justice. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available.
Financial Aid if qualified. 
1-800-509-5085
www.CenturaOnline.com

HEALTHCARE FOR
$59.93/mo!!! Includes Entire 
Family! Prescriptions, Dental, 
Vision, Hospitalization, & more! 
The Perfect Non-Insurance So-
lution! CALL TODAY! 
1-800-250-2038.

OWN 20 Acres 
Only $129/mo. $13,900

near growing El Paso,Texas
(safest city in America!)

Low down, NO Credit Checks,
owner financing. FREE 

map/pictures
1-866-519-1966 

www.SunsetRanches.com 

PAID IN ADVANCE! Make 
$1000 Weekly Mailing Bro-
chures from home. 100% Legit! 
Income is guaranteed! No 
experience required. Enroll to-
day! 
www.national-workers.com 

PREGNANT? CONSIDER
Adoption. A Loving alternative. 
Wonderful couples to choose 
from. Call for pics/information 
and choose your baby's family 
and future. Expenses Paid. 
1-866-236-7638.

Pets
FREE PUPPIES, boxer/shep-
pard mix, call 432-816-9208.

FREE TO good home small 
mixed breed dog, 7 months 
old. Call (432)213-6659.

Real Estate for Rent
1635 SQ. ft office space for 
lease at 1308 Scurry, Suite A. 
Completely remodeled, ample 
parking. Would make great Dr. 
office or clinic. Call 
(432)714-4001 for details or 
viewing.

2 SMALL Houses- 3 Bdrm & 2 
Bdrm. $500. each. Call Diane 
951-797-3752.

403 GALVESTON 75x50 
Shop/Warehouse  with large 
fenced yard. $750/$750. Call 
(432)213-2319.

419     WESTOVER- Nearly 
Remodeled 3 Bdrm, 2 bath, 1 
car garage. Large family room 
& den. Great neighborhood. 
$925  a month, $800 deposit. 
Call (432)267-7032.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
1903 Gregg Street. Recently 
Remodeled. $500.00 Month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

Real Estate for Rent
4200 PARKWAY, 3 bdr/1bth, 
newly remodeled, with carport, 
fenced yard, no pets, 
non-smoker preferred, no 
HUD, $800.00 month, $500.00 
deposit, call 432-270-3849.

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 1 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

COUNTRY LIVING. Just out-
side city limits. 1 Bedroom with 
CH/A, washer & dryer. Call 
(432)263-7769 for more info.

CRESTVIEW TERRACE
APARTMENTS

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Under New Management

Large 1& 2 Bdrms 
Security 
HUD OK

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2  Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Smaller 3 Bdrm/1 bath. NEW
carpet, refrigerator, stove, 
washer & dryer. Fenced yard, 
Pets Okay. $595.00 Month, 
$595.00 deposit, Call 
210-464-7879 before noon or 
after 8pm.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale
900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved. 
Saba County. Beautiful Game 
Ranch. $4,500,000.00. OBO. 
Must Sell. Call 903-326-4851, 
903-872-2022 or 
325-623-5651.

NEW 3BDR/ 2bath on half acre 
lot. Forsan ISD, $3975 down, 
$588 a month. WAC. 
432-517-0062.

Do you have a house for sale? A
car? Let the Herald Classified

section help you.

Call us Today!
263-7331
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04
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 LAWN SERVICE

21
71

81

Fall Cleanup
• Alleys • Hauling

• Tilling • Tree Trimming

Scoggin
Lawn Service
Home 267-5460

Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

Jolly Johnson's Farm
Stanton TX

432-978-3328 216972

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

21
76
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AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Heating Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

HORSE TRAINING

Byron Pope
Cutting Horses & Training Stables

(432) 524-6226 Res.
(432) 230-2236 Cell

* Breaking * Training
* Showing

RANCH HORSE COMPETITION

21
20

52

 FOR SALE
Trying To Get Rid Of 

Unwanted Items
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

for sale.indd   1 5/17/10   8:50:23 AM

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82

27

FOUNDATION REPAIR

1ST
CHOICE

Over 40
Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR • PIER AND BEAM REPAIR

PLUMBING REPAIRS • VA AND FHA APPROVED
Free Estimates to Home Owners

HOUSE LEVELING

Lubbock,TX
806-795-9767

212665

PLUMBING

Hyatt Plumbing
432-267-5464
432-466-4700

211879

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Holiday Special

From Mike
1/2 Off 1st Month

No Deposit
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
(432) 263-0732 218549

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

SERVICE & REPAIR

ACE APPLIANCE 
Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer Set-
$275.00

Refrigerator - $185.00
and up

Upright Freezer - $195.00
 Call us at

(432) 686-2906 21
75

04

 CLASSES

21
85

54

armedforfreedom.com
NRA Basic Pistol Class 1/8/11

Texas Concealed Handgun
Class 1/22/11

(432) 210-4962



Saving a Son and a 
Marriage

Dear Annie: I’ve been 
married to a wonderful 
man for 26 years. We 
are compatible in every 
way except when it 
comes to my 28-year-old 
son, “Jeremy.” 

Jeremy has epilepsy, 
diabetes and a host of 
other problems. 
Recently, the two of 
them had a terrible 
fight. 

J e r e m y 
put all of his 
belongings 
in a bag and 
left. We had 
no idea that 
he was sim-
ply camping 
out in our 
backyard. 

In the 
middle of 
the night, 
we heard a 
noise and a 
l o u d 
s c r e a m . 
J e r e m y 
had had a severe epilep-
tic seizure, and we 
called 911. 

The paramedics 
noticed he had written 
on his hand, “Do not 
revive.” We later found 
out he had tried to com-
mit suicide by swallow-
ing three bottles of 
pills. 

Jeremy has not been a 
perfect son. He has lied 
to my husband and sto-
len minor things. 

My husband wants 
him gone, but he knows 
I won’t kick him out 
when he has so many 
medical problems. 

Instead, my husband 
now refuses to have 
anything to do with 
him. He hasn’t spoken 
to Jeremy in two days, 
and he’s also becoming 
rather cold to me. 

I cannot choose 
between my husband 
and my son. I love them 
both. And strange as it 
seems, Jeremy says he 
loves his stepfather and 
has apologized for all 
his past mistakes. Do 
you have any sugges-
tions? — Hurting 
Mother 

	
Dear Hurting: We 

understand your con-
cern for your son, but 
unless Jeremy plans to 
spend the rest of his life 
with you, he needs to 
learn how to manage his 
various illnesses and 
become more indepen-
dent. 

You should not be tak-

ing over responsibilities 
that he can handle for 
himself. 

The two of you can 
contact the Epilepsy 
Foundation (epilepsy-
foundation.org) at 1-800-
332-1000 and the 
American Diabetes 
Association (diabetes.
org) at 1-800-DIABETES 
(1-800-342-2383) and ask 
for assistance. 

Talk to Jeremy’s doc-
tor about his depres-

sion. He 
s h o u l d 
look into 
his eligi-
bility for 
disability 
programs. 
This is the 
best thing 
for Jeremy 
— and 
coinciden-
tally, for 
your mar-
riage, as 
well.

	
D e a r 

Annie: I 
will never look at my 
driver’s license the 
same way again. Two 
days ago, my nephew 
received a heart trans-
plant and a renewed 
chance at life. 

Now when I look at 
my driver’s license, the 
words “organ donor” 
proudly shine out at 
me. 

I hope someday my 
death will give another 
person a chance for life, 
as one family unselfish-
ly did for my nephew. 

I want to say to his 
donor family that even 
though the recipients of 
your generous and ulti-
mate donation appreci-
ate their great fortune, 
we also grieve for your 
loved one. Your family 
will always be in our 
prayers. Thank God for 
your generosity. — 
Toledo, Ohio 

Dear Toledo: Thank 
you for your poignant 
reminder of the good 
that each of us can do by 
becoming an organ 
donor. Those who are 
interested can also con-
tact the National Kidney 
Foundation (kidney.
org) at 1-800-622-9010 or 
the Health Resources 
and Services 
Administration (organ-
donor.gov) at 1-888-ASK-
HRSA (1-888-275-4772). 

Dear Annie: I didn’t 
like your answer to 
“Gagging in California,” 
who couldn’t stand to be 

near smokers because 
of the odor. You said to 
be honest about why she 
was avoiding someone. 
You’re wrong. Smokers 
would not prefer to 
know why someone is 
moving away from them 
— that would be embar-
rassing and hurtful. 

Anyone who is offend-
ed by an odor should 
politely make an excuse 
to move away, but 
should never tell the 

smoker that they smell. 
That would be rude, 
unnecessary and not 
appreciated. — Still 
Smoking

Dear Still: You seem 
both hypersensitive and 
defensive. We did not 
tell “Gagging” to inform 
smokers that they smell. 
We said it’s better to tell 
them you have a tough 
time breathing around 
smokers than to simply 

avoid them and not say 
why. That would be not 
only dishonest, but hurt-
ful, especially if the 
smoker is a close friend 
or relative.

Annie’s Mailbox is 
written by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann 
Landers column. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
anniesmailbox@com-
cast.net, or write to: 

Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 5777 
W. Century Blvd., Ste. 
700, Los Angeles, CA 
90045. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox 
and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com. 

© 2010 CREATORS.
COM
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

HOUSE LEVELING/MOVINGSUBSCRIPTION

2008, 2009 &
2010 Winner

Abilene’s Favorite 
House Leveler

 in ARN Readers’ 
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling
& Foundation Repair

• Repairs on Solid Slab, 
   Pier & Beam Foundations
• Void Filling & Mud Jacking
• Landscape Friendly

The Big Country’s only provider 
for non-corrosive Steel Piers

LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED FOR 67 Years

325-675-6613 • Abilene, TX •800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow

Licensed & Bonded for Home Owner's Protection
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Inspections • Senior Citizens & Military Discounts22

20
46

If it’s not a deep driven steel pier,
it’s not a steel pier.

Capable of 90 ft. in depth!
BBB

A+ RATING

LIFETIME TRANSFERABLE 
GUARANTEE

Foundation Repair is Our Specialty & Only Work Our Company Does!

The conjunction of the 
sun and Pluto in power-
ful Capricorn was exact 
yesterday, and the dis-
ruption of the status quo 
continues. These chang-
es are neither good nor 
bad, but things are dif-
ferent because of them. 
It’s helpful if you see all 
events as neutral. Your 
reaction to them might 
be posi-
tive or 
negative 
— that’s 
y o u r 
choice. 

A R I E S 
( M a r c h 
2 1 - A p r i l 
1 9 ) . 
Relation-
ships are 
not so 
hard to 
navigate. 
T h e 
answers are so simple 
now: Stay in touch with 
the people who make 
you feel good, and dis-
tance yourself from the 
ones who do not. 

TAURUS (April 
20-May 20). Things are 
shifting in your person-
al life, especially around 
one particular relation-
ship. Remember that 
it’s a co-creation, and 
therefore, you are not 
solely responsible for 
what happens, even if 
you feel that way. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). It’s OK not to know 
everything. It’s even 
acceptable not to know 
anything about a cer-
tain topic. These options 
are far better than giv-
ing misinformation or 
acting sure when you’re 
not. 

CANCER (June 
22-July 22). Consider 
that perhaps failure is 
actually positive and 
that those who have 
failed plenty of times 
are the most interesting 
and possibly the most 

successful people you 
know. Only people who 
take a shot can hit the 
target. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Maybe it won’t take as 
long as you think to get 
what you want. Maybe 
you’ve been conditioned 
to think that good things 
only come to those who 
wait. Try not waiting. 
Try reaching out and 
taking it right now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). If you’re worried 
about what to say next, 
you’ll stop yourself from 
expressing the effortless 
sense of humor for 
which you are famous. 
Focus on listening to 
others. This will loosen 
you up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). If you woke up less 
than happy, there’s no 
reason why you can’t 
change the way you feel 
immediately. Imagine 
that feelings are like 
flowers growing in a 
garden; all you have to 
do is pick the one you 
like. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Your atti-
tude shows in your 
every action. Take the 
time to set yourself 
straight in the morning. 
Sing a happy song in the 
shower, or talk to your-
self in the mirror to 
psych yourself up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You have an 
artful way of presenting 
yourself, and you’ll 
come across as a breath 
of fresh air. Maybe your 
audience won’t tell you 
out loud, but your work 
is original and exciting. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). You don’t 
need to follow a guru for 
months in order to bet-
ter yourself — you’re a 
quick study. You hear 

the words that enlighten 
your soul, and you apply 
them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). It’s just not 
time to move yet. The 
delay will favor you. As 
your sign mate Ellen 
DeGeneres said, 
“Procrastination isn’t 
the problem; it’s the 
solution. So procrasti-
nate now. Don’t put it 
off.”

PISCES  (Feb. 
19-March 20). You’re 
scratching the surface 
of a new venture. Your 
talents will be used well 
in this arena. The only 
limits to how far you 
can go with this are the 
ones that exist in your 
own mind. 

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 27). Good 
luck is sprinkled 
throughout your year in 
the form of financial 
perks, interesting rela-
tionships and opportu-
nities for personal devel-
opment. You’ll enjoy 
increased physical 
strength and will make 
a new commitment to 
health and fitness. 
You’ll achieve notable 
accomplishments in 
February and 
September. Aquarius 
and Sagittarius people 
adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 15, 3, 25, 50 
and 31.

	
A S T R O L O G I C A L 

QUESTIONS: “I just got 
a new job. I had one 
week to learn my job 
and then 10 days vaca-
tion, a planned trip the 
boss agreed I should go 
ahead and take. The 
first week went well. 
But when I came back 
from vacation, so much 
work had piled up that 
it made me nervous. I 
forgot how to do the 
tasks I learned before 
vacation. The boss was 
over my shoulder, 

which made it worse. I 
felt like running out on 
the job and the pressure. 
I had a panic attack 
right there in front of 
my new boss. I’m humil-
iated and worried that 
I’ll get fired, that my 
boss thinks I’m a freak 
or a problem and, most 
of all, that it will happen 
again. What should I do? 
I’m a Cancer.” 

Lighten up. You’re 
putting this pressure on 
yourself. No one else is 
doing it. So you need to 
relearn some of the 
tasks at your new posi-
tion. Big deal. It usually 
takes several weeks in a 
row for a new position 
to feel comfortable, and 
since you’re a sensitive 
Cancer it may take even 
longer to make your 
new job part of your 
routine. Stop psyching 
yourself out. 

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Talented vocal-
ist and keyboardist 
Hayley Williams 
appears as an avatar 
one can play in the video 
game “Guitar Hero 
World Tour.” 
Capricorns are known 
to be mature for their 
age, and Williams is no 
exception. She had her 
first music industry 
deal at the age of 14, and 
her star is on the rise. 
Her Leo moon indicates 
that she loves to put on 
a show and feels right at 
home in the spotlight. 

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on 
the Holiday Mathis page, 
or you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

© 2010 CREATORS.
COM

Kathy Mitchell
Marcy Sugar

Holiday
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Today is Monday, Dec. 27, 
the 361st day of 2010. There are 
four days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 27, 1968, Apollo 8 and 
its three astronauts made a 
safe, nighttime splashdown in 
the Pacific.

On this date:
In 1831, naturalist Charles 

Darwin set out on a round-the-
world voyage aboard the HMS 
Beagle.

In 1904, James Barrie’s play 
“Peter Pan: The Boy Who 
Wouldn’t Grow Up” opened at 
the Duke of York’s Theater in 
London.

In 1927, the musical play 
“Show Boat,” with music by 
Jerome Kern and libretto by 
Oscar Hammerstein II, opened 
at the Ziegfeld Theater in New 
York.

In 1932, Radio City Music 
Hall opened in New York City.

In 1945, 28 nations signed an 
agreement creating the World 
Bank.

In 1949, Queen Juliana of the 
Netherlands signed an act rec-
ognizing Indonesia’s sover-
eignty after more than three 
centuries of Dutch rule.

In 1970, “Hello, Dolly!” closed 
on Broadway after a run of 
2,844 performances.

In 1979, Soviet forces seized 
control of Afghanistan. 
President Hafizullah Amin 
(hah-FEE’-zoo-lah ah-MEEN’), 
who was overthrown and exe-
cuted, was replaced by Babrak 
Karmal.

In 1985, Palestinian guerril-
las opened fire inside the Rome 
and Vienna airports; 19 victims 
were killed, plus four attackers 
who were slain by police and 
security personnel. American 
naturalist Dian Fossey, 53, who 
had studied gorillas in the wild 
in Rwanda, was found hacked 
to death.

In 2007, opposition leader 
Benazir Bhutto was assassinat-
ed in Pakistan by an attacker 
who shot her after a campaign 
rally and then blew himself 
up.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
U.S. Sen. James A. McClure, 
R-Idaho, is 86. Rockabilly musi-
cian Scotty Moore is 79. Actor 
John Amos is 71. Actress 
Charmian Carr (Film: “The 

Sound of Music”) is 68. ABC 
News correspondent Cokie 
Roberts is 67. Rock musician 
Mick Jones (Foreigner) is 66. 
Singer Tracy Nelson is 66. 
Actor Gerard Depardieu is 62. 
Jazz singer-musician T.S. 
Monk is 61. Singer-songwriter 
Karla Bonoff is 59. Actress 
Tovah Feldshuh is 58. Rock 
musician David Knopfler (Dire 
Straits) is 58. Journalist-turned-
politician Arthur Kent is 57. 
Actress Maryam D’Abo is 50. 
Country musician Jeff Bryant 
is 48. Actor Ian Gomez is 46. 
Actress Theresa Randle is 46. 
Actress Eva LaRue is 44. 
Professional wrestler and actor 
Bill Goldberg is 44. Actress 
Tracey Cherelle Jones is 41. 

© 2010 The Associated Press.
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  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married Light (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Twist Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Chugging Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

News Married Cortes Paid Paid Paid Oso

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate 
(SS)

Saved/ Swallow Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Mickey 
MouseLife Saved/ Upd Martha Robison Faces Paid SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Saved/ Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Mickey
Wom Saved/ Cat in the Paid Paid Paid Oso

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Yes, Dear Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

A Haunting Stooges Band of 
Brothers 

Charmed Baldwin Phineas SportsCenter 
Chris Yes, Dear Dinosaur Movie: Air-

plane!, Peter 
Graves 

Baldwin Fish 

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Mi Gorda 
Bella (SS)

Prince Enarson Sesame 
Street

Browns A Haunting Supernatural Baldwin Movie: Toy 
Story 

ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Prince Jim Browns Baldwin

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Casos de 
Familia

Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Prince House Sid Cosby Exorcists-
Story

Band of 
Brothers

Supernatural Baldwin SportsCenter 
Divorce Frijolito Payne Cortes WordWrld Cosby Movie: 

Bowfi nger, 
Heather 
Graham 

Baldwin Movie: Toy 
Story 2   :AM

 11 :30
Paid La Fea Más 

Bella (SS)
Justice Young & 

Restless
A Corazón 
Abierto (SS)

Rachael Ray Payne McGee Super The 700 
Club 

Lizzie 
Borden

(:04) Band of 
Brothers 

Las Vegas Baldwin ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Browns Dr. Young Clifford Baldwin

  :PM
 12 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

American Upd Curious interACTIVE American 
Chopper

Las Vegas Baldwin Phineas and 
Ferb

SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Gome$ Earl Faye H. Gardener Movie: 

Crocodile 
Dundee, 
Mark Blum 

(:34) Band of 
Brothers 

Baldwin

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Atrévete a 
Soñar

Judge Mathis The Talk 12 Cora-
zones (SS)

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Jim Uri Harel Barbecue Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

The Closer College Sonny Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond McDonald Food College Sonny Lines

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Mar de Amor 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Jim Light of the 
Southwest

Book The Tyra 
Show 

American 
Chopper

(:14) Band of 
Brothers 

Cold Case College Sonny English Pre-
mier League 
Soccer

Offi ce Martha Movie: 
Crocodile 
Dundee II, 
Charles 
Dutton 

College Sonny Football

  :PM
 3 :30

Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado (SS)

Dr. Phil Friends Maya Roseanne American 
Chopper

Law & Order College Wizards NFL Live
Jdg Judy Judge Friends WordGirl Roseanne (:42) Band of 

Brothers 
College Wizards NFL Prime-

Time   :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Smarter María Ce-
leste

News Raymond KICKS Fetch Payne MythBusters Law & Order College Wizards College 
Football: 
AdvoCare 
V100 Inde-
pendence 
Bowl

News Inside Ed. Raymond Pendleton Cyberch’e Payne College Wizards SportsCen-
ter: Monday 
Kickoff

  :PM
 5 :30

News Alma Lopez News Noticias News King Chumney World Lyrics! MythBusters Movie: Back 
to the Future, 
Crispin 
Glover

Law & Order College Wizards-
PlaceABC Notic. Lopez News Noticiero News King Granger Business Lyrics! (:21) Band of 

Brothers 
College

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Llena de 
Amor (SS)

Two Men News Caso Cer-
rado

News Seinfeld Van Impe PBS News-
Hour 

70s Show MythBusters Bones College Wizards Monday 
Night Count-
down 

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire Seinfeld Holmes 70s Show College Wizards

  :PM
 7 :30

Movie: Char-
lie and the 
Chocolate 
Factory

Eva Luna 
(SS)

House How I Met Aurora (SS) Movie: A 
Walk in My 
Shoes 

Fam. Guy Upd Antiques 
Roadshow

90210 MythBusters (:05) Band of 
Brothers 

The Closer College Movie: 
Legally 
Blondes

Rules Fam. Guy Hansen Movie: Back 
to the Future 
Part II, Lea 
Thompson

College College 
Basketball

NFL Football: 
New Orleans 
Saints at 
Atlanta 
Falcons.

  :PM
 8 :30

Soy Tu 
Dueña (SS)

Lie to Me Two Men El Fantasma 
de 

Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

American 
Masters 

Gossip Girl American 
Chopper

The Closer College
Mike Fam. Guy (:36) Band of 

Brothers 
College Deck

  :PM
 9 :30

Castle Soy Tu 
Dueña (SS)

Simpsons Hawaii 
Five-0 

Alguien te 
Mira (SS)

Chuck Fam. Guy Browns Black Ops 
Brothers

Certain Age College Hill Wizards
How I Met Fam. Guy Browns Wizards Boston

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Conan House Charlie Rose King MythBusters Movie: Back 
to the Future 
Part III, Mary 
Steenburgen

(:07) Band of 
Brothers 

The Closer The 
Mo’Nique 

Good SportsCtr
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Decisiones 

(SS)
Jay Leno Sala King Good 2010 World 

Series of 
Poker

SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

La Verdad 
Oculta

Law & Order: 
SVU

Lopez 
Tonight

Scrivner World South Pk American 
Chopper

Certain Age Wendy Wil-
liams

Hannah
Late Late Night CCM T. Smiley South Pk Auction Hannah

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Tontas Cielo Paid Decision Conan Upd (Off Air) Cops Black Ops 
Brothers

Auction 
Hunters

CSI: NY Movie: 
Doing Hard 
Time 

Wizards NBA NFL Prime-
Time Paid Raymond Insider Pagado News Cortes Da Vinci’s 

Inquest
Movie: Life, 
Obba Baba-
tunde 

Wizards NFL Films

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Mujer... TMZ Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Lopez 
Tonight

Light of the 
Southwest

MythBusters Auction Leverage Suite Life College 
Football: 
AdvoCare 
V100 Inde-
pendence 
Bowl

SportsCenter 
(:36) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Cero King/Hill (:37) Up to 
the Minute

Pagado Munroe Auction Suite Life

  :AM
 2 :30

Casos de 
Familia

Paid Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Harvey Study Paid Auction Cold Case 106 & Park Phineas SportsCenter 
RENO 911 La Loca de 

los Milagros 
(SS)

Harvey Leading Paid Auction Phineas

  :AM
 3 :30

El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie Carson Married Door-Wis-
dom

Healthy Paid Movie: Air-
plane II: The 
Sequel 

Paid NUMB3RS Popoff Einsteins SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Married Fitness Paid Paid BET Inspira-

tion
Einsteins NBA

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Rabbi Ralph 
Messer

Your Health Am. Court New Math NUMB3RS Jungle 2010 Poker SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Paid Popoff Timmy
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The following 
Financial Institutions 

will observe the following hours 
for the Christmas Holiday.
Big Spring Community
Federal Credit Union

Closed 1:00 p.m., Friday 12/31
Closed Saturday New Year’s Day

Citizens Federal Credit Union
Open Friday 12/31

Closed Saturday New Year’s Day

State National Bank
Open Friday 12/31

Closed Saturday New Year’s Day

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Open Friday 12/31

Closed Saturday New Year’s Day

Western Bank
Open Friday 12/31

Closed Saturday New Year’s Day

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document4  6/27/07  3:08 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempor

By Steve Becker

ANSWERS
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TEXANS
Continued from Page 7 

calls in the first half into delirious 
cheers by driving Denver for 
scores on each of its four second-
half drives.

“I’ve never seen a winner lose. 
He’s a winner,” Broncos corner-
back Champ Bailey said. “And I 
expect him to win a lot of games 
as a pro quarterback. Hopefully, 
I’m around here to see him do 
it.”

Tebow’s future in Denver seems 
much more secure than Bailey’s.

A nine-time Pro Bowl selection 
still at the top of his game, Bailey 
might have played his last snap 
for Denver if he has to sit out the 
season finale against San Diego 
next week after re-injuring his 
right heel. He’ll be a free agent 
after this season.

But this was a night for the 

Broncos and their fans to cel-
ebrate Tebow’s first pro win 
along with interim coach Eric 
Studesville’s first triumph in 
three games since replacing Josh 
McDaniels and not to ponder Bai-
ley’s uncertain future.

Tebow’s heroics helped the 
Broncos avoid a franchise-record 
12th loss. 

He threw for 308 yards but when 
it mattered most, he used his legs 
to give the Broncos their first win 
since Nov. 14.

On second-and-goal from the 
6, Tebow faked the quarterback 
draw, raised up to throw it but 
found Eddie Royal covered. So, 
he tucked the ball and sprinted 
toward the left pylon, beating 
defensive tackle Earl Mitchell 
into the end zone to give Denver 
its first lead at 24-23 with 3:02 re-
maining.

Tailback Correll Buckhalter’s 
23-yard catch and run on a screen 
pass from Tebow pulled Denver 

within striking distance at 23-17 
with 10:55 left. Buckhalter was 
subbing for Knowshon Moreno, 
who injured his ribs in the first 
half.

Tebow’s first home start drew 
such loud applause that he had 
to motion for the crowd to quiet 
down as he trotted onto the field 
for his first series. His first two 
throws went for 22 yards each, 
but his third throw to Lloyd was 
easily picked off by cornerback 
Jason Allen in the end zone.

“Terrible decision,” Tebow 
said.

Even with Tebow starting 
ahead of Kyle Orton, the an-
nounced crowd was 67,974 with 
5,717 no-shows.

And they booed the team off the 
field at halftime over its conser-
vative playcalling.

The safe screen passes were re-
placed in the second half by deep 
throws that thrilled Tebow and 
the fans alike.

49ERS
Continued from Page 7 

fans, I am just sorry I 
couldn’t give them 
more.”

The 49ers opened 0-5 
and will finish with a 
losing record for the 
seventh time in eight 
years. They went 8-8 in 
Singletary’s first full 
season, then produced 
an unbeaten preseason 
this year only to drop 
their first five games. 
It was the franchise’s 
worst start since losing 
seven in a row to begin 
a 2-14 season in 1979 — 
in the late Hall of Famer 
Bill Walsh’s first year as 
coach.

No team has recovered 

from an 0-5 start to reach 
the playoffs, but the 
49ers would have made 
it if they had defeated 
the Rams and won again 
next Sunday. If that had 
happened, San Francis-
co would have won the 
tiebreaker over Seattle 
and St. Louis to win the 
division and become the 
first team with a losing 
record in a non-strike 
season to make the play-
offs.

“You know what, I’ll 
put it this way: a person-
al failure. I’m the head 
coach of this team and 
obviously wanted us to 
do better, felt that we 
could do better,” Single-
tary said after the game 
Sunday. “There are 
some obvious questions 
that I hoped would be 
answered as the season 
went on, and obviously 
were not answered. 
When that happens, you 
end up out of the play-
offs.

“I take full responsi-
bility for every unan-
swered question.”

The 52-year-old Single-
tary had two years re-
maining on his contract. 
York — son of owner 
John York — seems 
ready for major change.

COWBOYS
Continued from Psge 7 

the game. “The trainers didn’t give me any encouragement.”
Had the Cowboys (5-10) pulled out the win, they would’ve clinched a winning 

record under Garrett. Instead, they are 4-3 with another near-miss. His three 

losses have been by a total of seven points. There’s little solace in that, though, 
because Dallas had plenty of close losses under Wade Phillips, too.

This one was bizarre even by 2010 standards. The defense forced Arizona to 
go three-and-out on its first series, yet the Cardinals were up 14-0 the next time 
their offense took a snap. They hit one big play, courtesy of Mike Jenkins’ ri-
diculous coverage of a rookie receiver, and mustered only two field goals.

“I feel playing the way we are, we’re building on something,” tight end Jason 
Witten said. “To lose that way, it’s hard.”

Vikings-Eagles moved to Tuesday night
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — On a bi-
zarre day when the Philadel-
phia Eagles were snowed out, 
they celebrated an NFC East 
championship.

The NFL moved the Vikings 
at Eagles game from Sunday 
night to Tuesday because of a 
blizzard that dumped about a 
foot of snow on Philadelphia.

The game — the first on a 
Tuesday since 1946 — will 
be played at 8 p.m. EST., and 
televised nationally by NBC.

Sidelined by the storm, 
the Eagles went home and 

watched the Green Bay Pack-
ers beat the New York Giants 
45-17. That gave Philadelphia 
its first division title since 
2006 and sixth in 12 seasons 
under coach Andy Reid.

Philadelphia Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter declared a snow 
emergency as of 2 p.m. EST 
Sunday.

“We are urging all Phila-
delphians, please be careful, 
please be safe,” the mayor 
told reporters in a news con-
ference at City Hall on Sun-
day morning.

The decision to postpone 

the game came shortly after 
noon — before there was any 
snow accumulation in Phila-
delphia.

In announcing the post-
ponement, NFL spokesman 
Greg Aiello said:

“Due to public safety con-
cerns in light of today’s snow 
emergency in Philadelphia, 
tonight’s Vikings-Eagles 
game has been postponed. 
Because of the uncertainty of 
the extent of tonight’s storm 
and its aftermath, the game 
will be played on Tuesday 
night at 8 p.m. This will allow 

sufficient time to ensure that 
roads, parking lots and the 
stadium are fully cleared.”

The postponement did not 
sit well with Gov. Ed Rendell, 
who told KYW-TV he did “not 
at all” agree with the deci-
sion.

“This is football; football’s 
played in bad weather,” Ren-
dell said. “I think the fans 
would have gotten there, the 
subways work and the major 
arteries are still open, and 
other fans would have stayed 
home — but you play football 
regardless of the weather.”

The governor, who does 
football commentaries after 
Eagles games, also said the 
decision would be a “serious 
handicap” for the Eagles and 
was unfair to the team.

“I, for one, was looking for-
ward to sitting in the stands 
throughout the snow and 
seeing an old-time football 
game,” Rendell said.

Asked what Vince Lom-
bardi would say about the de-
cision, Rendell said “he’d be 
mocking us.”

Reid agreed with the 
league’s decision.

PATRIOTS
Continued from Page 7 

something the New York Jets already own. 
Although the Jets (10-5) were beaten 38-34 at 
Chicago, they qualified when Jacksonville lost to 
Washington 20-17 in overtime. Just like last season, 
when the Jets went to the AFC title game, they will 
finish second to the Patriots in the AFC East.

“This was a bit odd,” said Jets running back La-
Dainian Tomlinson, who saw the Redskins win on 
TV. “We went from being down, a blown opportu-
nity to ‘we’re in.’

“I ran in (the locker room) and I was like, ‘We’re 
in.’ Everybody was looking at me ... then all of a 
sudden everybody starts to smile and talk, the 
mood just kind of lightens up.”

Kansas City earned its first AFC West champion-
ship since 2003 when it beat Tennessee 34-17 and 

San Diego lost at Cincinnati. The Chargers had 
won the last four division crowns.

The Chiefs improved from 4-12 last year to 10-5 
with a home game against Oakland remaining.

Jacksonville’s loss did not finish it off in the AFC 
South. Indianapolis is 9-6 after a 31-26 win at Oak-
land, one game in front of the Jags. That division 
will be decided by next weekend’s games: Tennes-
see at Indy, Jacksonville at Houston.

Atlanta and Chicago already have qualified for 
the postseason in the NFC. The Bears have won the 
North and are in position for a first-round bye. If 
the Falcons (12-2) win at home against New Orleans 
on Monday night, they will have NFC home-field 
advantage throughout the playoffs as well as the 
South title. The defending champion Saints (10-4) 
also get a playoff spot with a victory.

Seattle was routed 38-15 at Tampa Bay, yet will 
win the weak NFC West by defeating St. Louis 
at Qwest Field next Sunday night in prime time. 

Should that happen, the Seahawks, currently 6-9, 
would be the first division winner in NFL history 
with a losing record. The Rams are 7-8 after a 25-17 
win over San Francisco that eliminated the 49ers 
from contention.

The Buccaneers (9-6) are alive for a wild card, but 
need to win next Sunday at New Orleans and get 
lots of help.

Philadelphia (10-4) clinched the NFC East with 
the New York Giants’ 45-17 loss at Green Bay. The 
Eagles’ night game against Minnesota was moved 
to Tuesday night because of blizzard conditions in 
Philadelphia.

Green Bay and the Giants both are 9-6, but the 
Packers hold the tiebreaker for a wild card thanks 
to their win over New York and will make the play-
offs by beating the archrival Bears next Sunday 
no matter who else finished 10-6. The Bucs need to 
have a better overall record than those teams to get 
in.


