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Officials say more than
9,000 people have
visited the 14" annual
Comanche Trail Festival
of Lights since it opened
its holiday run Dec. 15.
Long-time event director
Pat Simmons said 9,560
people from 20 states have
visited the attraction. The
festival, which continues
nightly through Dec. 31 at
Comanche Trail Park, is
free to the public, although
donations will be accepted.
Visitors are asked to enter
the park at the Whipkey
Drive entrance off Highway
87.

Grisly discovery

Possible portion of human skull found in northern Howard County

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Officials with the Howard
County Sheriff’s Office are
investigating the discovery of
what may be part of a human
skull Monday morning in the
northern part of the county.

According to Sheriff Stan
Parker, his office received a
tip regarding the item around
11 a.m. Monday, but declined

to go into detail as g
to the location of f
the find.

“All T can say
right now is it was
found at a loca-
tion in northern
Howard County,”
Parker said.

“It appears to
be a piece of a hu-
man skull, but it will have to
be sent to a specialist before

Parker

we’ll know for sure. Right
now we're working with the
Justice of the Peace office to
decide where it needs to be
sent.”

Parker also declined to dis-
cuss the details of the call his
office received regarding the
discovery.

“It’s an open investigation,
at we’re currently at a point
where I can’t release much
in the way of details,” Parker

said. “If it is a human skull,
we don’t yet know the identity
of the person it belonged to at
this time. Also, there haven'’t
been any arrests as a result of
the discovery.”

Parker urged local residents
to be patient with the case,
which could take a great deal
of time to develop.

“The specialists that exam-
ine these sorts of remains
take quite a while, so it could

be some time before we hear
back from them,” Parker said.
“Until then, we’ll continue to
investigate the matter with
the information we have, but
details will most likely come
slowly.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

Offices to close for holidays;
emergency services available

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Most municipal and county offices
will be closed Thursday and Friday
for the Christmas holiday, officials
announced.

The city of Big Spring will close
all offices, including the landfill
and compost facility, according to a
news release. There will be no sani-
tation pickups on these days.

In addition, city offices will be
closed Friday, Dec. 31, in obser-
vance of the New Year’s Day holi-
day.

Howard County will close its of-
fices at 3 p.m. Wednesday and the
offices will remain closed Thursday
and Friday for Christmas. Unlike
the city, however, county offices
will remain open on New Year’s
Eve.

City and county emergency offices

— police, sheriff, EMS and fire —
will maintain normal operations
throughout the holidays.

Howard County public schools,
plus Howard College, have dis-
missed classes for the Christmas
and New Year’s holidays.

Big Spring, Coahoma and Forsan
school districts will resume classes
Jan. 4. Spring semester classes at
Howard College begin Jan. 18, offi-
cials said.

Texas likely to gain more House seats

By APRIL CASTRO
Associated Press

AUSTIN — A heavy influx of
new residents, many of whom
are Hispanics, has Texas poised
to gain more congressional seats
than any other state, and Tuesday’s
announcement of the exact number
begins whatfigurestobeapolitically
divisive process on how to divvy

them up.

The big question to be answered
when the U.S. Census Bureau
releases key population figures for
reapportionment is whether the
state will get three or four new seats
in the U.S. House. Either way, the
second-largest state is expected to
have the nation’s highest gains.

Although Texas Republicans have

fortified their already strong hold on
the state Legislature with landslide
victories in the November election,
theywon’thaveuncheckedauthority
to draw the state’s congressional
map to benefit the GOP.

Texas is one of the states whose
redistricting plans require

See SEATS, Page 3A

Comics 6B
Classified 3-5B
Features  5-6A '
Obituaries 2A

INDEX H

5441477972077 9

Find us online at:

Opinion 4A  \www.bigspringherald.com
Sports 1-2B
To reach us:

Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. If
you miss your paper, please call (432)
263-7335 before 6 p.m. weekdays and
10 a.m. Sunday.

ATTEMPTS TO CATCH SANTA CAN PROVE FUTILE.

Dec. 21
4 shopping
days 'til Christmas

1307E.4th

218024

2641111

BUC

enﬁhk”

west texas*

2006 Birdwell Lane

261.3821



Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Adam Coleman at 263-
7331, Ext. 237. E-mail results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com

BIG
SPRING

HERALD

Page 1B
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

File Photo

Coahoma quarterback Tanner Ruiz was named District 2-2A’s Offensive MVP after a season where he helped lead the Bulldogs to the playoffs.

Coahoma, Stanton, Forsan rake in honors

BY ADAM COLEMAN

Sports Editor

Coahoma quarterback Tanner Ruiz and Stanton linebacker Grayson Gray
won District 2-2A Offensive and Defensive MVP honors with the all-district
selections being announced this week.

The Coahoma Bulldogs, including Ruiz, had 12 players earn honors.

Dakota Griffith was named first team running back, Hunter Williams was
named first team tight end and Josh Castilaw, off his all-state selection, was
named first team center.

Justin Coker nabbed second team fullback and Sheigh Cravens was second
team receiver. Jacob Echavarria made the second team as an offensive line-
man.

On the defensive side of the ball, Jason Martinez and Skyler Coates made the
first team as linebackers. Braden Iden made it at defensive end. Pete Acosta,
also an all-state selection, made the first team as defensive back. Brent Wright
made the second team as a defensive end and Sheigh Cravens and Dakota Grif-
fith are on the second team as defensive backs. Griffith also grabbed second
team kicker.

Stanton was well-represented on the list. Including Gray, the Buffs had 12
players earn honors, too

The dependable Tyler Fulton made the first team at quarterback, standout
running back Blake Evans and receiver Thomas Ramos, tight end Ryan Brant-
ley and Gray and Cody Holt also made the first team.

Running back Andres Chavez, receiver Adam Montez, offensive linemen Dil-
lon Kennedy and Jorge Reyna, Evans as a linebacker, Kennedy as a defensive
lineman, Reyna as a defensive end made the first team as defensive players.

Rene Padron, Andrew Chapa, Brantley as a defensive end and Ramos and
Montez as defensive backs made the second team. Ramos also was first team
kicker.

Wideout Kolten Self was the only first team selection for the Forsan Buffa-
loes. Ty Johnson made the second team as a running back.

Linebacker Patrick Robles and defensive lineman Copeland Riddell made
the second team.

Idalou’s Nick Gary, who led the Wildcats to a state championship this season,
was named District MVP. Idalou’s Matthew Sales and Bryce Schilling earned
Newcomer of the Year and Utility Player of the Year, respectively. Idalou head
coach Johnny Taylor was named Coach of the Year.

Coahoma and Stanton made the playoffs this season and while Forsan didn’t,
the Buffs got two wins in district play in 2A after getting none in Class A last
season.

Romo status unclear

Mavs’ end Heat 12-game streak

for Cowboys-Cardinals

The Associated Press

IRVING (AP) — The return of Tony
Romo remains on hold.

Since Romo broke his left collar-
bone Oct. 25, the Dallas Cowboys have
pointed toward having him back in
the lineup this week. However, team
owner Jerry Jones said Sunday he
was not optimistic and Monday in-
terim coach Jason Garrett was very
noncommittal.

“We’ll just see how he does tomor-
row, see how he feels,” Garrett said.

The Cowboys are usually off on
Tuesdays, but will be practicing be-
cause they play Saturday night in
Arizona. They only have two games
left and can’t make the playoffs, so it
seems pointless to take even a mini-
mal risk of Romo getting hurt.

Besides, Jon Kitna has done just fine
as the starting quarterback. Their
statistics are quite similar, with the
notable exception of Dallas going 1-5
in Romo’s starts and 4-4 with Kitna.
There’s no quarterback controversy,
though, because Kitna is 38 and Romo
remains the face of the franchise.

If anything, the Cowboys would be
better off checking out third-stringer
Stephen McGee just to see if the sec-
ond-year QB is a keeper.

Dallas could have placed Romo on
injured reserve a long time ago, end-
ing his season and freeing up a roster
spot for someone else. But Jones was

holding out hope that Romo could re-
turn, especially since all he needed
was rest, not surgery, to repair the
bone on his non-throwing side.

The outlook dimmed after seeing
Romo throw before the game Sunday.

“Frankly, he’s still having sensitiv-
ity there,” Jones said. “We're a little
behind where I thought we would be
on how healthy he is. ... He’s not ready
to play. That doesn’t mean he might
not get out there throw and practice,
but he’s not ready.”

Another issue is defining readiness.

When a guy is slightly banged up,
he usually has to make it through one
practice to prove he can be effective in
a game. Romo has missed eight games
and hasn’t practiced at all since the
injury. The Cowboys are expected
to practice in pads Tuesday, so that
could be a stiff test for him.

Then again, he’s the most experi-
enced guy in this offense, which Gar-
rett coordinated for 3% years before
getting promoted. So he should be
able to pick things up quickly — if
he’s healthy enough.

“I think you want to see any player
feel comfortable practicing before you
put them in a game-type situation, re-
gardless of their experience,” Garrett
said.

How long does it take to get comfort-
able?

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

The Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — The streak-busters
of the NBA hail from Dallas.

And for whatever reason, unless
there’s a championship at stake, the
Miami Heat simply cannot beat the
Mavericks.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 26 points, Ja-
son Terry had all of his 19 in the final
11 minutes, and the Mavericks held
LeBron James scoreless in the first
half on the way to ending Miami’s 12-
game winning streak with a 98-96 vic-
tory on Monday night.

It was Dallas’ 14th straight regular-
season win over the Heat, and the
Mavericks had been the most recent
team to beat Miami this season, too.
Dallas has snapped six opponent win-
ning streaks of at least five games this
season — including a pair of 12-gam-
ers, against San Antonio on Nov. 26
and now Miami’s.

“I don’t make a huge deal out of the
streak,” Mavs coach Rick Carlisle
said. “We are just trying to play solid
basketball and win as many games as
we can.”

Terry has spoken often about how
losing to Miami in the 2006 NBA fi-
nals still upsets him.

So while shooting at the East end of
the court — the one over which the
Heat championship banner softly
sways — he put on a fourth-quarter
show.

His biggest blow was a 3-pointer
with 1:25 left, putting Dallas up 89-85
after Nowitzki airballed a 3-pointer
but Miami couldn’t get the rebound.

Miami got within 91-90 on a three-
point play by James, but that was the
last gasp.

“Jet finally showed up in the
fourth,” Nowitzki said. “That’s what
he does. He’s our finisher. He’s our
closer. He got hot.”

Miami was within one point four
times in the final 6:27, but Dallas nev-
er relinquished the lead.

“Couple of crazy bounces ... and
they capitalized,” Heat forward Chris
Bosh said. “That’s how the night went
for us.”

Caron Butler scored 13 for Dallas,
which won despite giving up a 17-0
run in the first half and a 13-0 run in
the third quarter.

Dwyane Wade scored 22 points,
while James and Bosh each scored
19 for Miami. By the time Wade hit
a meaningless 3-pointer with 0.8 sec-
onds remaining, James was already
tugging at his jersey and heading off
the floor.

“All year, we're going to continue to
get better, to improve to get to the elite
level,” Wade said. “We’re 30 games
in. These elite teams, they’ve been
playing together for a long time.”

Mario Chalmers had 13 points and
James Jones added 10 for Miami.
Shawn Marion finished with 13 re-
bounds and Tyson Chandler grabbed
10 for Dallas.

Terry simply took over in the fi-
nal 12 minutes, shooting 6 of 10
from the field. His teammates

See MAVS, Page 2B
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Obituaries

Maria G. Padron

Maria G. Padron, 75, of Big Spring died Monday,
Dec. 20, 2010, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
Memorial services will be held at 11 a.m. Wednesday
at Myers & Smith Chapel with
Pastor Burt Gusman officiating.

She was born Dec. 6, 1935. She
married Roberto Padron on May
30, 1951. She had worked at Webb
Air Force Base and Fiberflex. She
was a member of El Centro Baptist
Church and was a lifetime resident
of Big Spring.

She is survived by one daughter,
Marina Ramirez of Midland; one
granddaughter, Mercedes Ramirez
of Midland; one brother, Edward Ramirez of Big
Spring; one sister, Eulalia Viera of Big Spring; and
a number of nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, Roberto Padron; four broth-
ers, Mike, Pablo, Sixto and Chuy Ramirez; and two
sisters, Inez Natividad and Cipriana Rodriguez.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Michael Garcia

Michael Garcia, 58, of Big Spring died Saturday,
Dec. 18, 2010, in a local hospital. Funeral services
will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 22, 2010, at
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood
Chapel with the Rev. Dwayne
Wheat officiating. Interment will
follow at Trinity Memorial
| Crematory.

The family will receive friends
from 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 21, 2010, at the funer-
al home.

He was born June 16, 1952, in San
Antonio and married Ann Bair on
Dec. 33,1973, in Augsburg, Germany.
He was a member of Berea Baptist Church.

Survivors include his wife, Ann Garcia of Big
Spring; four sons, Michael Garcia Jr. and wife
Elizabeth of England, Jason Garcia and wife Marsha
of Yorkville, N.Y., David Garcia of Austin and Peter
Garcia and wife Krystal of The Colony; one daugh-
ter, Ramona Garcia of Big Spring; his mother,
Guadalupe Garcia of San Antonio; three brothers;
one sister; and seven grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his father, Eliseo
John Garcia; and a grandson.

The family suggests memorials be made to
Muscular Dystrophy, MDA, 6315 Fly Road No. 102,
East Syracuse, N.Y. 13057.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

° . . 6 . . 9
Virginia "Virgie’ Munoz
Virginia “Virgie” Munoz, 53, of Big Spring died
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2010, at Scenic Mountain Medical
Center.

Vigil Services will be held at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at Myers & Smith
Chapel. Funeral mass will be held
at10a.m. Thursday at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church with burial at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born Sept. 11, 1957, in
Big Spring to Adelinda and Oscar
Munoz Sr. She lived most of her
life in Big Spring and San Antonio.
She had been employed by the Big
Spring Herald, Universal City
Herald, Juvenile Probation
Department of Howard County and the Big Spring
Police Department.

She is survived by her father, Oscar Munoz Sr. of
Schertz; two brothers, Oscar Munoz Jr. of Schertz
and Rene Munoz of West Jordan, Utah; one sister,
Patty White and husband Danny of Abilene; and a
number of cousins, uncles and aunts.

She was preceded in death by her mother, Adelinda
Munoz; and one sister, Maria Teresa Munoz.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Jack Hanson

Jack Hanson, 87, of Big Spring died Tuesday, Dec.
21, 2010, at the Veterans Administration Medical
Center. Services are pending at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7
a.m. today:

« PATRICK KESLER, 32, of 1600 Lancaster, was
arrested Monday on a charge of driving while
license suspended/invalid with a previous convic-
tion.

« JUAN ANTONIO SALAZAR, 17, of 703 W. 18™
St., was arrested Monday on charges of reckless
damage or destruction and consumption of alcohol
by a minor.

« MARIO ILDEFONSO SALAZAR, 21, of 1604 E.
11t Place, was arrested Monday on a charge of reck-
less damage or destruction.

« EVELYN JOYCE HAWKINS, 52, of 810 Cherry,
was arrested Monday on a warrant for harass-
ment.

* GARY DEAM FOLK, 44, of Odessa, was arrested
Monday on a charge of shoplifting.

« FRANK FIERRO JR., 62, of 603 N.W. Fifth St.,
was arrested Monday on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

« STEFAN LAMAR ALEXANDER, 19, of Lamesa,
was arrested Monday on a charge of possession of
marijuana — two ounces or less.

« STUART RYAN SHADE, 21, of 1103 E. 13" St.,
was arrested Monday on a charge of possession of
drug paraphernalia.

« KRYSTAL MICHELLE OLIVER, 25, of 3509 E.
Interstate Highway 20 Lot 27, was arrested Monday
on charges of possession of a controlled substance
(two counts, possession of marijuana — two ounces
or less and possession of a dangerous drug.

e JOSHUA CLIFFORD OLIVER, 26, of 3509 E.
Interstate Highway 20 Lot 27, was arrested Monday
on a charge of possession of a dangerous drug.

« BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in
the 2600 block of Crestline.

« BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:

In the 4000 block of Dixon.

In the 1900 block of Wasson Road.

In the 400 block of E. Fourth Street.

« THEFT was reported:

In the 800 block of S. Scurry.

In the 2500 block of Cindy.

In the 200 block of W. FM 700.

In the 2500 block of Barksdale.

Sheriff

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 76 inmates at the time of this
report.

« MICHAEL JOSEPH LEDFORD, 32, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a revocation of probation
for possession of marijuana.

« EVELYN HAWKINS, 52, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
harassment.

* EDWARD GLENN GUERRERO, 32, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on capias warrants for viola-
tion of a promise to appear, no driver’s license and
speeding.

* GARY DEAN FOLK, 44, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
theft.

« EDGAR EDUARDO ALVAREZ, 25, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the Glasscock
County Sheriff’s Office on a charge of driving while
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension.

« STEFAN LAMAR ALEXANDER, 19, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a
charge of possession of marijuana - two ounces or
less.

« FRANK FIERRO JR., 62, was transferred to the
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of pub-
lic intoxication.

« STUART RYAN SHADE, 21, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
possession of drug paraphernalia.

« KRYSTAL MICHELLE BURGANS, 25, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on
charges of possession of a controlled substance
(two counts), possession of a dangerous drug and
possession of marijuana — two ounces or less.

e JOSHUA CLIFFORD OLIVER, 26, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a
charge of possession of a controlled substance.

« SAMUEL REY SEGUNDO, 19, was transferred
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge
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Texas At A Glance
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Amarillo 50 30 cloudy Livingston 69 52 cloudy
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Gainesville 59 40 ptsunny Tyler 61 45 cloudy
Greenville 60 43 ptsunny Weatherford 61 43 ptsunny
Houston 76 56 cloudy Wichita Falls 58 37 ptsunny

of minor in consumption of alcohol.

« ELEUTERIO PADRON, 61, was arrested Tuesday
by DPS on a charge of public intoxication.

« JIMMY RAY WATSON, 19, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
minor in consumption of alcohol.

« CADE AARON HOLLANDSWORTH, 19, was
transferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD
on a charge of minor in consumption of alcohol.

¢ CHRISTOPHER KENT BROOKS, 19, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a
charge of minor in consumption of alcohol.

« HUTTON TAYLOR EVANS, 19, was transferred
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge
of minor in consumption of alcohol.

 MICHAEL JOSEPH MARTINEZ, 27, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a
charge of public intoxication.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

¢ TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 700
block of Tulane. Service refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to
SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Donnely. One person was transported to SMMC.
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COWBOYS

Continued from Page 1B

“It probably varies from

player to player,” he said.
When asked why the Cow-
boys haven’t just given up
on Romo this season, Garrett
said, “It’s just important to
evaluate on a day-to-day ba-
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© Puzzles by Pappocom

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

2 4 113
8 1(3

sis.” Even he laughed at his
evasiveness.

The question of how hard
Dallas should be trying has
been debated among fans
lately. While they are rooting

for a better draft pick, Jones
wants to have a competitive
enough team to sell seats and
luxury suites at his $1.2 bil-
lion stadium and Garrett is
trying to shed the interim la-

bel. The Cowboys beat Wash-
ington 33-30 on Sunday to
improve to 4-2 since Garrett
took over.

“We try our best to win ev-
ery week,” Garrett said.

VIAVS

Continued from Page 1B

shot 3 of 10, Nowitzki going 0 of 5.

Somehow, it was enough.

“Bottom line is they made bigger plays down the
stretch more consistently than we did,” Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra said.

The first half had about as many story lines as it
had minutes.

Dallas came out flying, running out to a 14-2 lead
and looking every bit like the team that has domi-
nated Miami since the start of the 2004-05 season,
and the Mavericks’ zone defense was giving the
Heat fits.

“They can get you off-balance,” James said. “Defi-
nitely.”

Miami trailed 23-10 when James and Bosh checked
out of the game for the first time. When they re-
turned, Miami led 27-23.

It was 17 unanswered for the Heat, Wade lead-
ing the charge, personally accounting for the first
15 points — scoring nine of them, and setting up
3-pointers by Jones and Chalmers, the last of which
put Miami ahead for the first time early in the sec-
ond quarter.

James played 12 minutes in the first half, going
to the bench with 6:01 left until intermission with
three fouls. A late Miami spurt, fueled by Mike
Miller’s first appearance of the season, gave the
Heat a 44-43 lead at halftime.

“Just shows the depth we have on this team,”
James said.

Miller checked in for the first time with 3:52 left
in the half, the crowd greeting him with one of its
loudest ovations of the season. Miller missed all
four of his shots, all from beyond the 3-point arc,
but grabbed three rebounds on what’ll go down as a
bizarre Heat possession.

Most NBA possessions last less than 24 seconds,
with one or two shots. The Heat had one trip last 52
seconds — with eight shots.

Miller had a defensive rebound to start the posses-
sion, two more offensive rebounds to keep it alive,
and after seven misses, Chalmers hit a 3 with 1:53
left for a 42-39 lead.

James got his first points with a 3-pointer early in
the third — starting a 13-0 run that ended with the
league’s two-time reigning MVP making another 3
to give Miami a 61-55 lead. James struck again at
the buzzer to end the third, his jumper over Jason
Kidd putting the Heat up by three, then scored the
first points of the final period for a 70-65 lead.
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Opening lead — king of diamonds.

A most unusual end position
developed in today’s rather ordinary-
looking deal, which occurred in a
duplicate game some years ago.

West led the king of diamonds
against three notrump, and South
ducked, hoping to lure West into con-
tinuing a diamond, which would
have given declarer his ninth trick.
But West was able to read East’s
nine-spot as discouraging, since all
the lower diamonds were accounted
for.

West therefore shifted to the
deuce of hearts at trick two, and

)
By Steve Becker
No Way Out

East dealer. declarer allowed East’s jack to hold.
Both sides vulnerable. When East continued with the queen,
NORTH South correctly took his ace, preserv-
*KJ6 ing the nine as a potential throw-in

¥653 card later on.
7652 From what had transpired thus
dAK 4 far, declarer concluded that West
WEST EAST started with five diamonds (since
532 #1087 East did not return a diamond at trick
Yi0872 YKQJ three) and at least three hearts (from
¢KQ1084 49 his lead of the deuce, indicating
&2 Q97653  length). If he also had his share of the
SOUTH missing spades, East would have
AAQ94 most of the outstanding clubs, mak-
YA94 ing that finesse a strong favorite to

¢AJ3 lose.

#]108 This possibility loomed even
The bidding: larger when South next cashed four
East South  West  North  spade tricks and discovered that West
Pass INT Pass 3NT  had started with three spades. But

declarer found the answer. He cashed
the ace of clubs and exited with a
heart, forcing East to win with the
king. East had no choice but to return
a club, allowing South to score the
jack and make his game.

It is true that East could have
wriggled out of the endplay by dis-
carding his king of hearts on the
fourth spade. But in that case, the
same heart lead by declarer would
endplay West. After taking the nine
with the ten and cashing the eight,
West would be forced to lead a dia-
mond from the Q-10 into declarer’s
A-], again handing South the game-
going trick.

Tomorrow: A spot card shows the way.

Texans try to regroup after latest tough loss

The Associated Press

HOUSTON (AP) — With their
playoff hopes all but gone, the
Houston Texans hoped to win
their last three games, finish at
.500 and salvage something posi-
tive out of a disappointing year.

Instead, their seventh loss in
eight games has guaranteed an-
other losing season.

“We’ve lost some tough football
games, so it’s very disappoint-
ing,” coach Gary Kubiak said.
“We’ve still got a lot to play for
these last two weeks and we need
to find a way to man up and play
better.”

The Texans were 4-2 entering
their bye week and have since
dropped to 59 — eliminating
them from the playoffs for the
ninth straight year. Still, Kubiak
insists that fact shouldn’t change
his team’s intensity as it wraps
up the season.

“You play for your pride,” he

said. “You're a pro football play-
er, youre a coach, you’re paid
to do a job. Obviously the stakes
change for you but ... it should
not change the way we go about
our business or do our job.”

Whether those stakes include
Kubiak’s job status has been the
subject of much speculation in
Houston. Bill Cowher, who re-
tired as Pittsburgh’s coach after
the 2006 season, reportedly could
be interested in coaching the
Texans if Kubiak is fired after
the season.

Kubiak, in his fifth season in
Houston, bristled when asked if
expressing interest in someone’s
job while they still have it broke
an unwritten code.

“Well, he’s a (darn) good
coach,” Kubiak said of Cowher.
“I can’t do (anything) about what
he says. I don’t have a handbook
that has a code. I don’t know. I
have no idea.”

Kubiak said he is far more

concerned about how his team
can win its last two games than
who may be interested in his job.
Players and coaches agree that
the key to winning these last two
games, starting with Denver,
will be to start fast after being
outscored 96-36 in the first quar-
ter this season.

The problem was perhaps the
worst on Sunday when Tennessee
jumped out to a 21-0 first quarter
lead in a 31-17 victory.

“I think it has been a combi-
nation of things,” Kubiak said.
“It’s not one area. It hits all ar-
eas. When you go four-and-out
and three-and-out and you give
up three touchdowns in the first
three touches of the ball, the team
is not going to play well.”

Receiver Andre Johnson was
at a loss when asked why Hous-
ton has had so much trouble in
the first quarter this season, but
he did have an idea of why they
can’t seem to win lately.

su ‘ do|ku | UConn women a win away from topping UCLA
& Puzzles by Pappocom NEW YORK (AP) — UCLA’s 88-game success is no good for the game.
ANSWERS winning streak had just been snapped Auriemma took the debate a step
by Notre Dame in 1974 when Bruins further Sunday after UConn’s 88th
HLAED LAbd L] RNESL. coach John Wooden was asked how straight win, questioning whether
? il RBEFE LA E' long it would be before somebody beat there is a gender bias against his
2.1 916 7 812 3 51| thestreak. team.
5 81 ? - j 6 '_ 4 “I have no idea how long it will be “The reason everybody is having a
2 E '1 A BA L E = E before somebody else wins that many. heart attack the last four or five days
EL. 'f = 'E' '1 - _1 = I know it takes at least three years,” is a bunch of women are threatening
; : ; : : _:' 2 ; _l he replied. to break a men’s record, and every-
Tie E 3 e 4 AR Try nearly 37 years. And the Univer- body is all up in arms about it,” he
: - sity of Connecticut women’s team can said.
do it Tuesday night. There is no dispute, however, that
Coach Geno Auriemma and hisplay- the streak has raised the profile of
ers — just Huskies, never the Lady women’s basketball by daring to com-
Huskies — have been so dominant pare UConn’s accomplishment to one
that some in the sports world have ofthe mostrevered numbers in sports
- even suggested their overwhelming history.

“Fuaghetit ond biscln

TR

w4 oy el o bl i ol A
pFopmiy mxl conely oo e, pai s paay |

SCHME THEINGS WEREN'T MEANT TO BE BOUGHT INDIVIDUALLY. LIKE SURARCE, FOR DXARFLL.

COSET HESET, A0S NUE LR AV AN EPRAGT OF 5570 ey issgrosce éon be thal dmple. Fool B 1kot's whel
2 Formect™ ngent’s. bare fo do. W pven compore paor oument coverage 1e oar swn omprabentiees pakoes. Tha

wiry, o tee tha sevings deocly dar yownell, Dol me, pour lomd egest, ord $nd ool hew mck you oo 1o

Tommy Churchwell
432-26T7-FR5T
rchurchwell & farn WETS AN L o0
2303 C :-clli.lil T Lo |
'H-iH "1'|n ill!_;1 i 7T 20

| Fup iy by il
g by red ewp oy by kel o

FARMERS

ik gy 1o skearad
s
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”» 130 MIPH Wind Warranty
Lifetime Shingle at the

30 Year Shingle Price!
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Roofing Company
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Civil rights groups seek

Take Note

e Howard County Library will close at 3 p.m.
Wednesday and reopen at 10 a.m. Monday, Dec. 27.

¢ Big Spring’s own Charley Johnson will be in-
ducted as a member of the 2010 Class into the Tex-
as Sports Hall Of Fame on Feb. 7, 2011, in Waco. If
you can’t attend but would like to list your name
in an official program ad that congratulates Char-
ley for this momentous achievement, contact Ken
Johnson at 940-325-4366 for details or e-mail at ken-
rocknj@suddenlink.net. If you want to attend the
ceremonies, contact Ken about discount tickets.

e Three-time Grammy Award winner and Tex-
Mex artist Little Joe & La Familia, with special
guest Robert Pulido, will be at the Howard County
Fair Barn for a Christmas Eve dance. Tickets are
$20 and table reservations are $15. For more infor-
mation, call John Ontiveros at 432-816-5231 or Gra-
cie Acosta at 432-599-2891.

e The Big Spring Christmas Bird Count, orga-
nized by Midland Naturalists Inc. of Midland, is
scheduled for Monday, Dec. 27. Please contact com-
piler Bill Lupardus at 432-638-1585 or e-mail him at
lupejwl@aol.com for more information. The count,
first conducted in 1948, will be done in a 15-mile di-
ameter circle with the center being near Refinery
Lake north of Midway Road. No private property
will be accessed without permission.

¢ An account has been set up to help Bob and Jea-
nine Fishback with Bob’s medical and travel ex-
penses: Bob Fishback Medical Account 915967, Big
Spring Education Employees Federal Credit Union,
1110 Benton, Big Spring 79720. For more informa-
tion, call 263-8393.

¢ A fund has been established at Citizen’s Credit
Union for the Lupe Chavarria family, who lost all
of their possessions in a recent house fire. For more
information, contact the credit union at 267-6373.

¢ Do you have a minute? An hour? How about
making a difference in someone’s life? Become a
hospice volunteer. One hour a month can make a
difference. Whether it visiting a patient, or working
in the office, or helping with a craft, you can make
a difference. We can work around your schedule.
If interested, please call Michelle Coutermarsh, at
Compass Hospice, 263-5999 or apply in person at
1003 E. FM 700 in Big Spring.

* Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m.
Bring this note when you join and receive a box of
Weight Watchers snacks through Oct. 31. Weigh-
in is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

* Big Spring Band Boosters meet the second Mon-
day of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the BSHS Band
Hall. All band parents are welcome.

* Mobile Meals is in need of volunteers to deliver
meals to the homebound elderly in Big Spring. If
you can donate at least one hour a week, call Mac-
aria Cantu at 263-4016 and leave a message.

¢ The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for
the best interest of abused and neglected children
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nurtur-
ing and permanent home. We have 55 children in
foster care without a volunteer. We need your help.
If you're interested in volunteering please contact
Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346 or visit www.Be-
comeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.org.

¢ Big Spring and surrounding counties are in crit-
ical need of foster families. Foster parents are the
caretakers for the children in the community who
have been abused or neglected. For more informa-
tion on becoming foster parents or adoptive fami-
lies, call the Children’s Protective Services office at
263-9669.

review of Texas schools

HOUSTON — Two civil
rights organizations are
seeking a federal review
of public school educa-
tion in Texas, accusing
state school administra-
tors of violating federal
civil rights laws after
curriculum changes ap-
proved earlier this year
by the Texas Board of
Education.

The request to the U.S.
Department of Educa-
tion made by the Tex-
as NAACP and Texas
League of United Latin
American Citizens on
Monday contended that
the curriculum changes
passed in May “were
made with the intention
to discriminate” and
would have a “stigmatiz-
ing impact” on African-
American and Latino
students.

“The State of Texas is
failing to provide many
of its minority students
with equal educational
opportunities,”  docu-
ments sent to the federal
department said.

The request, signed by
Gary Bledsoe, president
of the state NAACP, and
Joey D. Cardenas Jr.,
state director of Texas
LULAC, asked that im-
plementation of the cur-

Some Republicans
in Congress are still
pushing for three or
four new GOP seats,
said Rep. Aaron Pena,
a Republican from the
Rio Grande Valley.
He said he believes
Hispanics should have
an opportunity to win a
minimum of two seats.
One of those, he
predicts, will come
from Dallas, where the

SEATS

Continued from Page 1A

“pre-clearance” by fed-
eral authorities under
the Voting Rights Act,
which aims to protect
the interest of minority
voters.

Because much of the
population growth came
among Hispanics, who
tend to favor Democrats,

Even then, tradition in
Texas means the final
map won’t come without
months of turmoil and

any,” said William Frey,
a demographer at the
Brookings Institution
in Washington.

strife. Frey said Texas’ gains

In 2003, Democrats are largely because the
twice left the state state’s economy fared
to bring legislative better through the

recession than other
states, leading to more
people relocating to
Texas than moving out.

Reapportionmentisthe
processofredistributing
the 435 U.S. House seats

business to a standstill
and delay a vote on
redistricting proposals.
Repeated special
sessions and gridlock
eventually gave way to a

the 2010 elections, the
party picked up another
three seats.

“The Republicans
did so well in this
last election, I think
they will concentrate
on shoring up their
victories instead of
expanding to seek new
opportunities,” Persily
said. “The challenges
in Texas, with up
to four additional

riculum changes and
new standardized tests
be stopped for being ra-
cially or ethnically of-
fensive or historically
inaccurate.

Besides the curriculum
complaint, they accused
the state, the Texas Edu-
cation Agency and the
Texas Board of Educa-
tion of “miseducation”
of minority students,
disparate discipline for
minority students, us-
ing accountability stan-
dards to impose sanc-
tions on schools with
high numbers of minor-
ity students and rules
leading to underrepre-
sentation of minorities
in gifted and talented
school programs.

Texas Education Agen-
cy spokeswoman Su-
zanne Marchman said
the complaint was being
reviewed but had no im-
mediate comment Mon-
day. Gail Lowe, chair
of the education board,
said she was aware of
the filing “but I don’t
know the specific nature
of any allegations or
problems they allege.”

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Maria Padron, 75, died
Monday. Funeral ser-
vices will be at 11 a.m.
Wednesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

Virginia "Virgie"
Munoz, 53, died Sunday.
Vigil services will be at
7 p.m. Wednesday at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Funeral services
will be at 10 a.m.
Thursday at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church
with burial at Mount

experts expect one or
two of the new seats will
need to be Hispanic-
leaning to clear the
federal law.
Republicans can be
expected to target the
only two districts still
represented by white
Democrats for those new
minority seats — Rep.
Lloyd Doggett of Austin
and Rep. Gene Green of
Houston, said Nathaniel
Persily, a political
science professor and
redistricting expert at
Columbia Law School.

That means
Republicans would only
draw themselves one or
two new GOP-leaning
seats, he said.

But, that debate is far
from settled.
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Hispanic population is
bigger than that of the
Valley.

“The Hispanic
community in Dallas
has exploded in
population numbersand
has no Hispanic-leaning
districts, whereas the
Valley has three with
a smaller Hispanic
population,” he said.

The environment is
ripe for racial tensions.

“Anytime any one
community grows,
others may be
diminished,” Pena said.
“Andabsentenlightened
leadership, it could

lead to some political
tensions.”

Federal lawsuits are
essentially guaranteed
as part of the process.
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2006 U.S. Supreme Court
order that new lines
be drawn in several
districts to protect the
rights of Hispanic voters
in South Texas.

As for the actual
numberofcongressional
seats gained, one expert
said he is predicting
four, which would likely
be double the number

gained in any other
state.
“That puts Texas

ahead of its long-term
rivalry with California,
which may not gain

PIZZA suas SALADS

For Delivery

n 263-2222
-9 2602 Gregg St.

BRING INTHISAD FOR FREE DRINK

with purchase of buffet 213170

according to population
growth every 10 years.
It will be followed
by redistricting,
the legislative act of
redrawing political
districts to help elect
more members of the
party in power.

The seats go where
the people are and
Texas grew by almost
20 percent, to nearly 25
million people, from the
2000 Census to July of
last year. Republicans
hold 20 of the state’s 32
congressional seats. In
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Bobbi King

Licensed Kids Can Sew Instructor

Boys & Girls Ages 6 and up @

432-267-1296, Big Spring, Tx "

NOW YOUR

Gartman
Air Conditioning, Heating & Plumbing

3206 E. F.M.

Big Spring, TX 79720
432-267-9000
432-263-1902

Buster Gartman
TACLB003559E
Plumbing - Lic# M24241
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PANAMA Canal Cruise & Tour

+ 8 day all-inclusive guided vacation.
1 Join experienced travelers and smart
shoppers who rely on Caravan.com.

COSTA 222
10 Day Tour ch A ]

All-Inclusive {GUATEMALA with Tikal

Available at Caravan.com. 110 day all-inclusive guided vacation.

Fully Guided vacation packages. | CaTavan com makes it s casy and

Priced $995 to $1,295 + tax & fees. ;

8 days Grand Canyon, Zion Free 28 Page Brochure.

8 days Yellowstone Park Since 1952
8 days New England aravan
9 days Canada - Rockies

«COoOMm

10 days Canada - Nova Scotia !

V- 800 CARAVAN

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
6 PM.

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICE
10:30 A.M.

¢ 911 Goliad
N, 2
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432-517- 48217

congressional seats to
play with, they need to
figure out how to make
their incumbents safe
while also not violating

Olive Memorial Park.
Jack Hanson, 87, died
Tuesday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

... the Voting Rights
Act.”
COWBOYS STEAKHOUSE IDragon Chma Buffet
AND 1300 Gregg  268- 8888 |
RESTAURANT !
$1.00 Off Adults I s1 00 I
50¢ Off Children Off Per Adult
FOR SUNDAY BUFFET 50
Must present coupon Off Per Child I
1 per person Up to 10 People I
NO TAKE OUTS | (NOT FOR CARRYOUT)
Expires 12/31/10
404 E.FM 700 [ EXP. 12/31/10 I
432-263-0181 21838 | b o e o e 2178ss

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.

OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

PPO PROVIDER FOR:
HEALTH SMART + UNITED HEALTHCARE - PRONET

CHAMPUS - BCBS +« AETNA - HUMANA « BEECH STREET

ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital
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Help Wanted

****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal — Coahoma —
Now hiring a driver for our
Coahoma area, need at least a
Class B CDL. Experience
Preferred for a  drivers
position. Drivers must be able
to pass a mandatory DOT and
a corporate drug testing
requirements. The job includes
40+ hours weekly Mon-Fri, with
some Sat mornings. Please
send resume to
LucasR@repsrv.com or apply
at 8220 W. Hwy 80, Midland,
TX 79706 — no phone calls
please. — Equal Opportunity
Employer.

BLAST MASTERS has posi-
tions available for:

* Crew Tech

Must have valid Texas Drivers
License, will train, Come by
1711 Snyder Hwy., Pick up ap-
plication. No phone calls
please.

BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA
taking applications for Sales
Clerk all shifts. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply at
4911 South Hwy 87. No Phone
Calls.

COOKS & CARHOP. Must be
Neat in Appearance. Honest &
Dependable. No experience
necessary will train. Inquire at
Wagon Wheel, 2010 Scurry St.
No phone call Please!

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring 2 Full
time & 1 Part Time Sales and
Loan Representatives. Must
have High School/GED, pass
background & drug test. Apply
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

Help Wanted
FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $550.00

Weekly plus Bonus. Call after
7:00p.m. (432)684-5418.

LEARN TAXES -
EARN MONEY!
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
is enrolling for FINAL TAX
CLASSES NOW!

Also looking for
experienced tax preparers.
Call 325-692-6344 or
1-800-807-6405.

NEED TRANSPORT Driver for
fuel deliveries. Starting Salary
$20.00per  Hour.  Excellent
Benefits.  Must have CDL &
good driving record. Come by
1st & Johnson, Park Fuels/
Chevron, Big Spring.

NEW FULL-TIME Position:
CLINIC NURSE -LVN- In a
busy community health center
in Lamesa. The Clinic Nurse
works as part of the clinic
provider team and assists the
physicians, physician assis-
tants, and nurse practitioners in
the provision of primary health
care. The Clinic Nurse provides
limited direct patient services

and performs specifically
designated independent
procedures.

Must have a current license.
Bilingual a plus. This full-time
position offers a competitive
salary, benefits, and holidays.
Please mail resume/applica-
tons to Dale Moore, South
Plains Rural Health Services,
Inc. 1000 FM RD 300, Level-
land TX 79336, or fax to
(806)894-3378. EOE. No
phone calls please.

shrover
Motor CGo.

2008 Toyota
Sion
51K Miles.

14,095 12,995

2008 GMC Denali
AWD
36,500 Miles.

2009 GMC Canyon
10K Miles.

19,995

529,995

h ‘ ||

2009 GMC Yukon SLT
W/DVD, 10K Miles.

539,995

PONTIAC GMC

424 E. 3RD ¢ BIG SPRING, TEXAS

263-7625

432-770-1212 888-263-0017

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Help Wanted

NEW FULL-TIME Position:
Certified Medical Assistant-
In a busy community health
center in Lamesa. The Certified
Medical Assistant works as
part of the clinic provider
team and assists the physi-
cians, physician assistants,
and nurse practitioners in the
provision of primary health
care. The Clinic Nurse provides
limited direct patient services

and performs specifically
designated independent
procedures.

Must have a current license.
Bilingual a plus. This full-time
position offers a competitive
salary, benefits, and holidays.
Please mail resume/applica-
tons to Dale Moore, South
Plains Rural Health Services,
Inc. 1000 FM RD 300, Level-
land TX 79336, or fax to
(806)894-3378. EOE. No
phone calls please.

NURSES UNLIMITED, inc.
seeking sitters'CNA’S to work
for private duty clients. Hourly
rate call 1-800-201-5904, all
shifts available, office hours,
M.-TH. 8-5, FRI. 8-12, EOE.

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab now hiring charge
Nurse for 10pm-6am shift.
Competitive pay plus benefits.
Great family working environ-
ment. Apply in person at 3200
Parkway or on-line at
www.parkviewnursing.net

PARKVIEW NURSING and
Rehab is now taking applica-
tions for an  Admissions/
Marketing Director
*Must have strong
organizational skills and
computer knowledge
*Must have strong people
skills and be outgoing
*Must be self-motivated
*Must be able to travel and
have own dependable
transportation
*Must have high school
diploma but college degree
and/or college classes is
preferred
*Must be flexible. Most
weekends off.
Great working environment and
benefits. Please apply in per-
son at 3200 Parkway.

PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF.
GOOD  PERSONALITY A
MUST. MUST BE AVAILABLE
TO WORK DAYS, NIGHTS, &
WEEKENDS. APPLY IN PER-
SON AT 1702 GREGG.

SANDS ISD is accepting re-
sumes for an Elementary
Teacher and Special Education
Teacher. Resumes may be
faxed to (432)353-4561 or
e-mailed to zbilbo@esc17.net

Help Wanted

THE COLORADO River Mu-
nicipal Water District, regional
raw water supplier for the
Permian Basin, is accepting
applications for following posi-
tion in the Big Spring Area.
Electrician—  Trouble  shoot,
service, and maintain pump
control panels, electric motors
up to 3000hp, power distribu-
tion  systems, electrical
sub-stations, submersible
motors, and commercial and
residential wiring. Intermediate
level position, basic
understanding of
electronics/electricity needed.
CRMWD is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Benefits include

health insurance, retirement
plans, and sick, vacation and
holiday leave.

Applications are required and
are available at the District’s
office, 400 E. 24th Street, Big
Spring, Texas 79720, by calling
(432) 267-6341 or crmwd.org

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In
Stanton has immediate open-
ings for CDL Driver, roustabout
pushers and helpers. Must
have valid drivers license.
Apply in person at 3327 W 120
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SPECS. & Company is seeking
a self motivated employee with
excellent communication and
customer skills. Will train right
person. Apply at 2311 Scurry.
Monday-Thursday,  8:30-5:30
Friday 8:30-12:00.

HOT ITEM!!

Bellydance class
starting
Tuesday January 4th
Big Spring YMCA 7:30pm.
Ladies 18-80. $45/month.
Contact Victoria 432-230-5456
(after 12/28) or
victoria.white
cotton@gmail.com
for information.

Items for Sale

1/2 OFF! - 12"x20” Barn/ Work-
shop. Will deliver.
432-563-3108.

NIX SHELLED Pecans.
deliver in town.
432-267-1180 or 816-4644.

SEASONED OAK Firewood.
$325.00 Full Cord & $180.00
Half Cord. Delivered and
Stacked. Call 325-648-2818 or
512-913-7406.

SHELLED PECANS for sale
in 1 pound packages for
$6.00 & fresh healthy Buffalo
meat for sale. Please call

Will
Call

SANDS CISD is an Equal Op- §432)263:8785 for more
portunity Employer. information.
') HEvE Blwzz
°°°°°°°°° . ReALTORS T
(432) 263-1284 110 W. Marcy

system, 2 car garage.
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Big Spring, Tx. 79720
Call One Of Our Professional Associates
For All Of Your Real Estate Needs
INCREDIBLY SPACIOUS and move-in ready! Lovely 4 bedroom
with 2 full baths, 2 half baths, 2 living areas, WB fireplace, 3,032
sq. ft. Lots of amenities including crown moulding, high ceilings,
great master suite, inground pool with pool room, sprinkler

Call Linda Barnes at (432] 270-0062 for an appointment today.

N\
.'I -

i ol et

2810 MACAUSLAN

sy

208490

Lost and Found

LOST FEMALE chocolate
brown Chihuahua in the vacin-
ity of Dallas st., has blue collar
with pink hearts, call Sonya
436-816-2460.

Miscellaneous

CHRISTMAS GIFTS- Kris
Soliz- Homemade Pecan Pies
$10.00 each. Cash or Check.
Call (432)394-4908 or
270-2610 and leave message if
needed will return call.

FREE PUPPIES to good
home-- American Eskimo/
Cocker mix and 1 mixed breed.
All are 6 weeks old. Call
(432)816-2760 after twelve
noon.

FREE PUPPIES, boxer/shep-
pard mix, call 432-816-9208.

Real Estate for Rent

1101 DOUGLAS-- Very Clean
1 Bdrm, Central Heat/Air,
washer, dryer, stove and refrig-
erator. References required.
$600. month, $600. deposit.
Call (432)213-2319.

3/2 HOUSE, Forsan ISD, on 3
acres. $1,000.00 month,
$1000.00 deposit. Spacious
w/stove, fenced, carport, horse
stalls & more. References Re-
quired. Call (432)816-9130 or
(432)935-3457.

305 EAST 5th Clean 1 Bdrm, 1
bath, CH/A, downtown location.
$350 month, $250 deposit. Call
(432)213-2400.

403 GALVESTON  75x50
Shop/Warehouse  with large
fenced yard. $750/$750. Call
(432)213-2319.

4200 PARKWAY, 3 bdr/1bth,
newly remodeled, with carport,
fenced yard, no pets,
non-smoker preferred, no
HUD, $800.00 month, $500.00
deposit, call 432-270-3849.

813 TIMOTHY Ln.- Forsan ISD
(off Wasson and Longshore),
new paint & carpet, 2/1 Trailer,

Stove & refrigerator. $425.
Month, $300 deposit. Call
(432)517-8039.

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501

East 1st Street (Big Spring).
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1
year lease required. Please
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for
more information.

BUY or RENT 1 Thru 6 bdrm
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance,
Central Heat and Air, Pool with
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Washer/ dryer connections.
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
1903 Gregg Street. Recently
Remodeled. $500.00 Month,
$500.00 deposit. Call
(432)213-2681.

CRESTVIEW TERRACE
APARTMENTS
2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring
432-263-2292
Under New Management
Large 1& 2 Bdrms
Security
HUD OK

Real Estate for Rent

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing
1 &2 Bdrms
Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts
1425 East 6th Street
(432)263-6319

Smaller 3 Bdrm/1 bath. NEW
carpet, refrigerator,  stove,
washer & dryer. Fenced yard,
Pets Okay. $595.00 Month,
$595.00 deposit, Call
210-464-7879 before noon or
after 8pm.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency
1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom
AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN
PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840
*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

Real Estate for Sale

2 BEDROOM, 2 bath Mobile
Home for Lease or Sale on
North Service Road off [-20
East of Big Spring. Coahoma
ISD. Call (254)643-1145.

900 ACRES 1.5 miles of Colo-
rado River, Highly improved.
Saba County. Beautiful Game
Ranch. $4,500,000.00. OBO.
Must Sell. Call 903-326-4851,
903-872-2022 or
325-623-5651.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida
Manufactured Home Magazine.
A guide to finding and buying a
manufactured home in the
Sunshine State. Call to request
your FREE copy today! Toll
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit
our website
www.flmanufactured

homes.com

NEW 3BDR/ 2bath on half acre
lot. Forsan ISD, $3975 down,
$588 a month. WAC.
432-517-0062.

OWNER WILL finance, 510
State, One bedroom efficiency,
$1000.00 down,  $200.00
month, call Elaine,
432-230-8022.

OWNER WILL finance, 1505
Cherokee. 3 bdr/1bth, CH/A,
$4,000.00 down,  $440.00
month, negotiable, call pa-
tience, 432-349-5242.

OWNER WILL finance, 2535
Gunter  Circle, remodeled,
CH/A, $5000.00 down, $550.00
month, call Patience,
432-349-5242.

OWNER WILL finance,
Circle, 2 bdr/1bth,
$3000.00 down,
month, call
432-230-8022.

1996 TOYOTA Camary LE.
Good shape. One Owner. 4
Cylinder. $2,000.00. Call
254-780-6618.

603
CH/A,
$400.00

Elaine,

INTERIM HEALTHCARE is expanding!
We are looking for a FT' RN Case Manager
and FT CNA in Colorado City. Experience
preferred. Please fax resume to 432-618-0307

or call 432-550-7593 to have an application
mailed. You may also come by the office for
an application at 4610 N Garfield, Ste. B20.
Midland, TX

218632

5 Easy Ways To Place Your Ad In The Big Spring Herald Classifieds!

By Phone...
263-7331

By Fax...
264-7205

In Person...
710 Scurry

By e-mail...
classifieds@
BigSpringHerald.com

By Mail...
P.0. Box 1431
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EDITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher
John A. Moseley Bill McClellan
Managing Editor News Editor
Our VIiEwW

What better place
to buy late gifts
than right here?

he holiday season has reached the

critical stage with only three shop-

ping days left before Christmas.

There’s perhaps no better time of the
year in Big Spring, the surrounding area or
anywhere else for that matter.

With so little time remaining for people to
pick up those last-minute gifts, the pace in
local stores is getting a little frantic in some
cases.

What we’ve found, though, is that there’s no
better place to shop for Christmas than right
here in Big Spring, regardless of how little
time there is left to shop.

Remember, Big Spring is literally dotted
with interesting stores — from the downtown
area to Scurry and Main streets, to the mall
and all along Gregg Street and FM 700, there
are a wide variety of gift purchasing opportu-
nities.

From the latest item to hit the stores to an-
tiques and hand-crafted items, you’ll find just
about everything you need right at home. As
we have noted before, shoppers are limited
only by their imagination.

While we would never begin to tell peo-
ple they shouldn’t shop out of town, we will
ask that you check Big Spring first because
the money you spend with a local merchant
makes a difference in the lives of your friends
and neighbors.

Come to think of it, if you’ve by chance al-
ready shopped out of town and still can’t find
what you’re looking for and are forced to go to
“Plan B,” be sure that “Plan B” involves shop-
ping here at home.

Dollars spent with local merchants wind up
being spent with other Big Spring or Howard
County merchants ... turning over three, four,
five or more times. And that rollover effect
simply can’t be created when you buy out of
town or on the Internet.

Bottom line: Do your best to shop at home
and make it a Merry Christmas for us all.

How TO CONTACT US

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-
ions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

+ By fax at 264-7205

By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor
McClellan at newsdesk @bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Bill

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

+ Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

+ Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

+ We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter
per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

+ Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

When we walk down the road with You, Lord, we
avoid going in the wrong direction.
Amen

Larding path to economic recovery

hen former GOP
House Speaker Newt
Gingrich proclaims a
measure to be “good

for the country,” that usually
means it’s good for Gingrich.
When President Obama tells the
media that his $858
billion compro-
mise tax pack-

age is the fruit of
negotiations with
GOP “hostage-tak-
ers,” you have to
wonder if he even
wants it to pass.

Obama finally
figured out that
Democrats have
only hurt them-
selves in pushing
for an extension of
the Bush tax cuts
— except for the top 2 percent of
earners.

You don’t raise taxes on any-
one during a shaky recovery.

Even so, I think Democrats
like Rep. Chris Van Hollen of
Maryland are right to object to
the measure’s $23 billion estate-
tax “giveaway.”

I’d be happy to discuss philo-
sophical questions on death tax-
es after the budget is balanced.
For now, the country can’t afford
it. The Concord Coalition sees
“no stimulative effect” in this
tax break. Congress would do
well to return the estate tax rate
to 2009 levels — 45 percent for es-

SAUNDERS

tates over $3.5 million — instead
of 35 percent after $5 mil as per
“the deal.”

The tab for extending unem-
ployment insurance benefits for
13 months is $56 billion. In this
deal, neither the left nor right
pays for its peanuts.

Obama boasts that he won a
one-year 2 percent Social Secu-
rity payroll tax reduction in lieu
of his lesser “Make Work Pay”
2009 tax credit.

Remember all those liberal
complaints about how wrong it
was for George W. Bush to cut
taxes while America is at war —
make that two wars?

Well, forget all that.
Obamaland clearly isn’t wor-
ried about further destabilizing

Social Security.

Ahead of predictions, this
year, Social Security began to
pay out more — a projected $41
billion — than it takes in. This
scheme only makes the situation
worse.

Every politician’s favorite
economist, Mark Zandi of
Moody'’s, called the payroll-tax
holiday one of the compromise’s
“big surprises.” The biggest sur-
prise of all would be if Washing-
ton doesn’t make this temporary
tax cut permanent. As Tax Foun-
dation analyst Nick Kasprak
observed, “It’s a lot easier to cut
taxes than it is to raise them.”

Then there are billions in
corporate welfare, including

tax breaks for NASCAR, rum-
makers and film producers.
Farm-belt senators wanted to
extend a 45-cents-per-gallon etha-
nol subsidy that goes to Big Oil.
They got it.

Left Coast Democrats protested
and demanded funds for “clean
energy.” They got it, too.

With 81 senators voting for
the package Wednesday, clearly
the measure would have passed
without the pork. But this Sen-
ate doesn’t know how to pass a
bill without larding it with good-
ies for special interests.

Having trashed this bill, I
nonetheless understand why
Democrats and Republicans
would vote for this poor excuse
of a compromise. They are afraid
not to.

Zandi predicts it will add 1 per-
centage point to the nation’s 2011
GDP and create jobs “ensuring
that the still-fragile economic
recovery evolves into a self-sus-
taining economic expansion.”

No one wants to damage the
recovery.

Then again, if America’s small
businesses had known sooner
that their taxes wouldn’t be go-
ing up in January, the recovery
likely would be on surer footing
already.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
COPYRIGHT 2010 CREATORS
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Thought health care was fixed?

o you thought health care

was fixed? Well, maybe

not “fixed,” but you as-

sumed that the new law
had put us on the path to solving
one of America’s most pressing
problems — spiraling health
care costs amid
surging numbers
of uninsured citi-
Zens.

No, no, no, no.

The recent
decision by Judge
Henry E. Hudson,
of a U.S. district
court in Virginia,
pumps new life
into Republican ef-
forts to kill health
care reform by
draining the pro-
gram of a means
to pay for it. Hudson argued that
forcing anyone to buy something
— in this case, a private insur-
ance policy — is unconstitu-
tional. (Two other district court
judges rejected that interpreta-
tion.)

Why is the individual mandate
essential? Current law requires
hospital emergency rooms to
treat all comers. Without the
mandate, uninsured people
could wait to buy coverage until
they’re in the ambulance. In
2008, doctors and hospitals de-
livered $43 billion in “free” care.
(Of course, it was not free. Tax-
payers and anyone with private
coverage picked up those bills.)

Years ago, Massachusetts
forbade insurers to discriminate
against sick people, but it didn’t
also insist that everyone obtain
coverage. What happened? Pre-

Froma
HARrrOP

miums jumped. Since it added
the mandate in 2006, premiums
have fallen 40 percent.

If the mandate goes, so go
the parts of the law that stop
insurers from rejecting those
with pre-existing conditions or
canceling policies once the poli-
cyholder becomes seriously ill.
In an efficient insurance pool,
as we’ve seen in Massachusetts,
healthy people must subsidize
the sick.

This concept is not foreign to
Republicans and has been part

of their own past health care pro-

posals. But the new law’s inclu-
sion of an individual mandate
has suddenly become a big, big
problem for them.

Actually, Republicans do not
object to expanding government
health care as much as they
mind paying for it.

They did not set aside a single
penny for their 2003 Medicare
drug benefit, tacking it all onto
the national debt. (A giveaway
to insurers and drug companies,
the Medicare drug benefit is
costing about the same as the
Democrats’ reform of the entire
system.) Former U.S. Comptrol-
ler General David Walker called
it “the most fiscally irrespon-
sible piece of legislation since
the 1960s.”

And let’s drop the fairy tale
that the Grand Old Party’s defi-
cit cowboys have been replaced
by fiscally conservative new
blood. In their book, “Young
Guns — a New Generation of
Conservative Leaders,” Reps.
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, Eric
Cantor of Virginia and Kevin
McCarthy of California talk pi-

ously of fellow Republicans hav-
ing “lost their way” and pretend
they are different.

But when it came time in 2003
to vote on the “most fiscally ir-
responsible piece of legislation,”
what did the “young guns” actu-
ally do? They voted for it. Ryan
said “yea.” Cantor said “yea.”
(McCarthy was not yet elected to
Congress.)

This latest legal attack on the
health care law doesn’t make
much sense. The federal govern-
ment argues that the mandate to
buy coverage is indeed consti-
tutional because the fine for not
having it would be levied as an
income tax.

Meanwhile, it’s hard not to
laugh at the cries over the “in-
justice” of forcing people to buy
coverage.

Working Americans are al-
ready forced to buy health cover-
age — but for others. They can’t
choose not to pay the Medicare
payroll tax.

They can’t even make a deal
with the government, promising,
“I will forgo all future Medicare
benefits if I can be freed from the
Medicare payroll tax.”

If the new health care reforms
die, America will find no relief
from the economic deadweight
of spending twice per capita on
health care as other rich coun-
tries. It would mean another
push

down the slope of national
decline.

COPYRIGHT 2010 THE PROV-
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Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

$55.60 Per Month

—
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AC & HEATING m AUTO PARTS BED LINERS YOUR AD

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

* Servicing All Heating Units
* All Sheet Metal Work Including
Duct Work
* Registers & Grills
TACLBO6982E

We Carry All Heating
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th - 263-2980

Trying To Get Rid Of
Unwanted Items

CALL 263-1331
Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING

A Modern Auto Dismantler

ZWESTEX
KL
Since 1947

+ 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles

+ 20,000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage

S;t)emahze in late model quality auto
parts

* Foreign and domestic parts for cars,
trucks, mini-vans, 4x4 and sports
utility vehicles

Hrs. 8 a.m.-5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat.
1511 Hwy 350¢(432) 263-5000

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N . HWY 87
432-263-3600

V"% Rhino Linings
THE SpRAYED-ON LINER

26941

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

BIG SPRING
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armedforfreedom.com

NRA Basic Pistol Class 1/8/11
Texas Concealed Handgun
Class 1/22/11

(432] 210-4962

218554

MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.
\Tirm™=  All types of

” (il I fences, tile fence
& repairs.
Concrete work, carports,
stucco work
All work guaranteed
Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner

2615114

17098

J. T. Builders

All Kinds Of
Remodeling * Drywall
Ceramic Tile ¢ Electrical
Plumbing * Roofing
Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

(2 {&y JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

R N (432) 213-0882 Cell
; \ (432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE WORK

Fred Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete
(432) 816-6561

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection
621 Sgt. Paredez

FOUNDATION REPAIR [ FENCE

26831

LLECIRIC

Phone: (432) 264-6261

1 o

Richard Moren ) ;.
Master Electrician | License #173630
Tegas Electrical |1 nce 125496

CHOICE
HOUSE LEVELING

Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR « PIER AND BEAM REPAIR
PLUMBING REPAIRS -
Free Estimates to Home Owners

Over 40

VAAND FHAAPPROVED

# | 806-199-91617

Lubbock,TX

DRIED & SEASONED
Oak, Mesquite, Pecan

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Residential- Commercial - Repair -Remodeling

Our Specialty
. Add On's FREE ESTIMATES
lﬂ““ lﬂllllSllll S Faﬂll Garage Door Repair Cuistom Gabinets Custom Decks
Stanton TX FREE ESTIMATES DEﬁ;gaﬂ;ﬁﬁT?.}a%‘:ﬁ’:::;“
anton Randy Smith-Owner Kitchon and Bath Speciallst
432-978-3328 (432) 816-3030 432-511-2004

1—1*-(—’1**6‘—7«“‘

S
g‘steﬁln%rléll

T

. Fence & Welding

o pa

T

At
JT. Wes! Texas :¥

Garden City, Texas

Wood Fence « Metal Fence

Pipe Fence * Pipe Corrals SE
_Barbed Wire Fence + Net Wire Fence
Free Estimates 1{’

Home (432) 354-2513 %

(/

Cell: (432 ) 466-1715
(423) 263-4858
(325) 378-3077

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Remodeling ¢ Contractor
Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409E.3RD 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BESTINBIG SPRING

+ Residential +Commercial
+Chainlink - Metal

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613

1-800-525-1389
10INW2nd St.  Big Spring, TX

CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

CAELECTRICAL
&
CONSTRUCTION

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your
electrical needs
TECL#25950 24 hour service

Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

17296

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In S
. Wl
Fencing %

Wood & w

w

Chainlink i

Y

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

7 G0SGO =%

COMPLETE HOME REMODEL
& MAINTENANCE

NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!
TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR
AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

432-816-6282

209335

Gibbs Remodelin

Room Additions,
Drywall Hanging & Finishing,
Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

can 263-8285 0r 210-3262

200419

Top Notch Landscaping”

Byron Pope
Cutting Horses & Training Stables
(432) 524-6226 Res.

(432) 230-2236 Cell

* Breaking * Training

* Showing

212052

RANCH HORSE COMPETITION

Expert Plumbing
and
Drain Cleaning
Service

208227

(432) 270-3911

M-36107

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds « Irrigation » Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care

Paverss Brick & stones,Patios.& walkways
Complete tree service » Retaining walls
Commercial & Residential

(432) 213-0031

Free Estimates

132-267-5464
432-466-4100

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

211879

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

HERALD

Fall Cleanup
¢ Alleys ® Hauling
¢ Tilling ¢ Tree Trimming

Lawn Service
Home 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

217181

METAL
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,
Custom Barns or
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

211344

PEST CONTROL
G YOUR AD

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441
Moz 7. Woore
2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swalpc.com

Timmy D's Roofing

Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle,
Tile & Flat, Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call

(432) 935-1835

217609

BIG SPRING

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds
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/\ Palacios Roofing Home Improvement

All Types of Roof Work,
Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvare Palacios — Owoner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

210340

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.
Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!

Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

Four Seasons
Insulation & Siding

// Specializing In

Wall Insulation
Thermal

Replacement

Windows & Siding

Call 264-8610

AAR Mini Storage
3301 E. FM 700

Holiday Special
From Mike

1/2 Off 1st Month
No Deposit
24 Hr. access
Fenced and lighted
(432) 263-0732

218549

ROOFING
Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing
Insured ¢ Bonded
$500,000 General Liability
FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience.
Stump grinder available. For Tree
Trimming and removal.
CALL
Lupe Villaipando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-3231

Family Owned Business
For 55 Yrs.

211135

ACE APPLIANCE

Same Day Service

Washer & Dryer Set-
$275.00

Refrigerator - $185.00
and up

Upright Freezer - $195.00

Call us at
(432) 686-2906

217504

web designing and hosting
www.bondwebs.com

Lane Bond
2605 Ann Drive
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-4033
(432) 213-0391 cell

lane@bondwebs.com

C & D Truck
Accessories
2706 N. HWY 87
432-263-3600

26942

Solar Gaurd
Window Tint
5 year limited
warranty
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Crossword Puzzle THIS DAY IN...
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HISTORY

*1152: HENRY Il OF
ENGLAND IS CROWNED
ATWESTMINSTER ABBEY.

*1941: ADOLF HITLER

BECOMES SUPREME
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
OF THE GERMAN ARMY.
» 1998: THE UNITED
STATES HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
FORWARDS ARTICLES
OF IMPEACHMENT
ACROSS DOWN AGAINST PRESIDENT BILL
1. Cold season 1. State of being warm  |CLINTON TO THE SENATE.
4. Deposit of small 2. Tall structure
ice crystals 3. Outer clothing
6. Brief written 5. Opposite of “in”
message
WHO WROTE THE POEM or
“STOPPING BY WOODS ON A
SNOWY EVENING'? : : : : .
N0 "G SIBOD "¢ JOMO] "7 [JULIeMm '| d ”ft
umo(J
QJ0Uu 9 1301} 17 .IQ],IIIAA [ be carried 5|0W|y
SSOIOY by a current of air
1504 143903 HAMSNY :SIaMSUY
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ENGLISH: Winter

SPANISH: Invierno

SNOWFLAKES ARE
ITALIAN: Inverno HEXAGONAL.
FRENEH: Hiver MEANING THEY Can you guess what
HAVE SIX SIDES. the bigger picture is?
GERMAN: Winter

MOTd MONS “AIMSNY

SLYLOCK FOX and COMICS FOR KIDS BY BOB WEBER JR.

Cassandra Cat is Find six differences between these panels.

months behind in her A~

rent, but insists she @
will catch up soon be- 3 >
cause she landed a -

starring role in an up- 20

coming Hoilywood <

gow’e act')out surfigg.
assandra says this » A

photo shows her with D @ =

the director. Why does e

Slylock Fox suspect

the photo is a fake?

"10108.IP 841 JO L
oloyd ay) ocjuo abew Jay =
pssodulLiadns eipuesse)

SOABI1BQ OO0IAIS “10198HD
8y}l pulyaq mopeys B smoys
Aluo aumoid sy -- uopnNOS

| HOW TO DRAW Santa Claus |

(&)

WEZER. 1219

@©2010 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

Answer -- Bubble, bow, eyelash, gill, cat's tail and fish food.

Are you giving your goldfish
enough space to swim and
breathe? Each one-inch The fourth Find the six differences is here. Send $4

5 A 3 {check/money order in U.S. funds made payable to Kin:
Submit your drawings at goldfish needs about one Features) with your name and address to Six D?fferences l?o. 4,

www.kidcartoonists.com gallon of water. P.O. Box 536475. Orlando, FL 32853-6475
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

It was a long night,
and the total lunar
eclipse could be blamed
for some less than heart-
ening thoughts or
dreams. But the full
Gemini moon has also
given us a sense of com-
munity, =—————
and there’s
something
else to cel-
ebratenow,
too: The
sun enters
Capricorn
and prom-
isestostick
around a
little lon-
ger each
day — at
least until next time!

ARIES (March
21-April 19). If you feel
that you keep repeating
the same behavior over
and over again, today
provides just the pat-
tern interruption you
need. It’s like a great
cosmic throat clear —
“ahem” — that some-
how startles you onto a
new path.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20). It’s not about
finding the right person
for you; it’s about being
the right person for you.
Give yourself a treat to
show your love. Nothing
fancy is necessary, just
a gesture that says
you're paying attention
to your own needs.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). The shift in con-
sciousness that you
need is not difficult to
make. Rather, it’s so
easy that you might
even call it fun. Do what
you want to do. There,
it’s that simple!

CANCER (June
22-July 22). If you want
to get results, you have
to be the squeaky wheel.
Normally, you are too
cool to take this
approach, and yet there
are times, like now,
when being cool is seri-
ously overrated.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
There will be a lull in
the action, and it comes
at the perfect moment.
Now you can sit back

Hovrmay

MaTHIS

and figure out just how
to make the most of the
recent turn of events.
Strategize.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Because of your
charm, grace and cha-
risma, you’ll be in a
position to Kkeep the
social brew bubbling. If
you only follow one rule
this evening, make it
this one: Never be bor-
ing.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You'll be in a posi-
tion to learn about oth-
ers. You'll ask questions
and focus intently on
the answers. Instead of
relaying everything
about your own situa-
tion that comes to mind,
you simply listen.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). While some-
one you know is dream-
ing about tomorrow,
you’ll be busy making
today worth remember-
ing. You’ll have many
spontaneous and cre-
ative notions about how
to accomplish this.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You might
try and miss today,
which is to be expected
for someone who is still
learning. You're going
to get it eventually if
you keep trying. On the
other hand, if you don’t
try, you're guaranteed
to miss.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). You sync up
with nature in some
way, perhaps by con-
necting with an animal
or getting out into the
open air. There is a deep
feeling of contentment
within you because you
are in harmony with the
natural world.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). You may feel
compelled to tell your
side of a story, especial-
ly because the other
sides of the story seem
to be riddled with half-
truths. If it’s imperative
that you say your piece,

leave quickly after-
ward.
PISCES (Feb.

19-March 20). Your sign
can change moods as

quickly as a chameleon
changes colors. But
today you’ll be in a state
of mind that you want to
hang on to for as long as
possible. External cir-
cumstances cannot
change this.

TODAY’S BIRTH-
DAY (Dec. 21). The year
starts off on a streak of
financial luck. You cou-
rageously attempt
things at which you are
not an expert and wind
up broadening your

horizons. New people
come into your life in
January. You land in
peculiar circumstances
in February and find a
way to shine. May
brings fun dates. July
brings travel. Cancer
and Aries people adore
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 9, 4, 20, 22 and
19.

CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Born in London
on the cusp of Capricorn
and Sagittarius, Kiefer

Sutherland is actually a
Sagittarius, though he
does have love planet
Venus in Capricorn, so
that energy is promi-
nent in his chart. It’s a
mix of high-energy
excitement and cool
containment. With
lucky Jupiter in Leo,
the sign of the entertain-
ment industry, this sec-
ond-generation movie
star was meant for the
bright lights.

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to www.cre-
ators.com and click on
“Write the Author” on
the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To
find out more about
Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the  Creators
Syndicate Web page at
WWw.creators.com.

© 2010 CREATORS.
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Annie’s Mailbox »

Bringing the War Home

Dear Annie: My husband,
“Bill,” and I have been married
for almost two years. Bill was in
the U.S. Army and served in Iraq.
When he got back, we were mar-
ried, but, Annie, he has totally
changed.

This past year, all we seem to
do is fight. Bill gets upset about
everything I do and say. I can’t
even mention any of his behav-
ior without it leading to a fight. A
year ago, he got drunk and
accused me of sleeping with one
of his friends. He yelled at me so
loudly that the neighbors called
the police.

I have tried suggesting we talk
to a counselor, because nothing
is helping us get along better, but
he refuses. If he drinks, he treats
me like dirt. When we are at a
party, he’ll totally ignore me and
spend all his time flirting with
other women. I am tired of being
treated this way, and I know the
drinking is a huge part of it.

I am eight months pregnant
and an emotional mess. I’ve told
him that fighting is not healthy
for the baby. I believe he has
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder,
but he says he doesn’t need any
help. I don’t know how much lon-
ger I can last in this marriage. I
feel like I’'ve lost the man I fell in
love with. Please tell me what to
do. — Don’t Know Where To Get
Help

Dear Don’t Know: It’s a shame
Bill is unwilling to get help when
he clearly needs it. He may be
suffering from PTSD, or he may
have developed an alcohol prob-
lem, or both. Whether or not he
is willing to get help, however,
you absolutely must. You can get
information on PTSD through
the Veterans Administration at

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

ptsd.va.gov. We also recommend
you contact Military OneSource
(militaryonesource.com) at 1-800-
342-9647. It is an excellent
resource for service members,
veterans and their families.

Dear Annie: Why do intelli-
gent, educated people fail to prac-
tice the most basic rules of e-mail
etiquette? Do they not realize
how intrusive many practices
have become?

One of the most flagrant abuses
is to forward a message without
removing the names and e-mail
addresses of others. Another
travesty is the chain e-mail that
promises good luck if you for-
ward it or, worse, predicts bad
luck if you don’t. Does anyone
actually believe them? And what
about those that insist you dem-
onstrate your affection for the
sender by returning the mes-
sage?

Please provide your readers
with a refresher course in cour-
tesy when sending personal
e-mails. Thankyou. — Shreveport,
La.

Dear Shreveport: Whether
dealing with e-mail, phone calls
or visits, it is common courtesy

not to be overly intrusive. That
means asking whether someone
wants to be on your mailing list
for jokes, political rants, reli-
gious editorials and chain let-
ters, and respecting the answer.
It means deleting the e-mail
addresses of others, along with
any extraneous material, when
forwarding something. When
sending a personal e-mail, be
friendly. Don’t type in all caps
unless you are furious. And
please do not send pornography.

Dear Annie: I beg you to recon-
sider your answer to “Smokeless
in Seattle,” who didn’t want to
spend Christmas Eve with
Grandma because she smokes.

Please educate your readers
about the dangers of third-hand
smoke. This refers to contamina-
tion that settles into the environ-
ment and remains on clothing,
upholstery, pets, etc. long after
the smoke has cleared. Infants
and children are thought to be in
the most danger since they touch
surfaces and then put their fin-
gers in their mouths. I doubt you
would advise exposing an infant
to 250 chemicals just to keep
Grandma happy. — Oncology
Certified Registered Nurse

Dear Nurse: We cannot live in
sterilized bubbles. Parents are
capable of watching their chil-
dren carefully for an evening at
Grandma’s once a year, although
we concur that other family gath-
erings should be held elsewhere.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar,
longtime editors of the Ann
Landers column. Please e-mail
your questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, clo Creators
Syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd.,
Ste. 700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

© 2010 CREATORS.COM
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2008, 2009 &
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Abilene’s Favorite
House Leveler
in ARN Readers’
Choice Award

B&B House Leveling

& Foundation Repair

Locarry OwNep & FamiLy Operatep For 67 ?ea/w«

. * Repairs on Solid Slab,
Pier & Beam Foundations

* Void Filling & Mud Jacking
* Landscape Friendly

Gall 432-263-T331 www higspringherald.con

LireETIME TRANSFERABLE
GUARANTEE

W 325-675-6613 ¢ Abilene, TX *800-335-4037
Owner: Rick Burrow
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read a delightful story that I
thought you would enjoy, espe-
cially since it’s the Christmas
season.

A man named Bob May, depressed
and brokenhearted, stared out his
drafty apartment win-
dow into the chilling
December night. His
4-year-old daughter
Barbara sat on his lap
quietly sobbing.

Bob’s wife, Evelyn,
was dying of can-
cer. Little Barbara
couldn’t understand
why her mommy could
never come home. She
looked up into her
dad’s eyes and asked,
“Why isn’t Mommy
just like everybody else’s Mommy?”

Bob’s jaw tightened and his eyes
welled with tears. Her question

LOCAL/ WIRE Tuesdaxi December 21I 2010

Parent’s Corner: We can all learn from Rudolph’s creator

brought waves of grief, but also of
anger.

It had been the story of Bob’s life;
life always had to be different for
Bob.

Small when he was a kid, Bob was
often bullied by other boys. He was
too little at the time to compete in
sports and he was often called names
he’d rather not remember.

From childhood, Bob was different
and never seemed to fit in.

He did complete college, married
his loving wife and was grateful to
get his job as a copywriter at Mont-
gomery Ward during the Great
Depression. Then he was blessed
with his little girl. But it was all
short-lived.

Evelyn’s bout with cancer
stripped them of all their savings
and now Bob and his daughter were
forced to live in a two-room apart-
ment in the Chicago slums.

Evelyn died just days before Christ-
mas in 1938.

Bob struggled to give hope to his
child, for whom he couldn’t even
afford to buy a Christmas gift; but if
he couldn’t buy a gift, he was de-
termined a make one, so he made a
storybook!

Bob had created a character in his
own mind and told the animal’s story
to little Barbara to give her comfort
and hope.

Again and again Bob told the story,
embellishing it more with each tell-
ing.

Who was the character?

What was the story all about?

The story Bob May created was his
own autobiography in fable form.

The character he created was a
misfit outcast like he was. A little
reindeer named Rudolph, with a big
shiny nose.

Bob finished the book just in time

Bic SPRING HERALD

to give it to his little girl on Christ-
mas Day. But the story doesn’t end
there.

The general manager of Montgom-
ery Ward caught wind of the little
storybook and offered Bob May a
nominal fee to purchase the rights
to print the book.Wards went on to
print Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer and distribute it to children
visiting Santa Claus in their stores.

By 1946 Wards had printed and dis-
tributed more than six million copies
of Rudolph.

That same year, a major publisher
wanted to purchase the rights from
Wards to print an updated version of
the book.

In an unprecedented gesture of
kindness, the CEO of Wards returned
all rights back to Bob May. The book
became a best seller. Many toy

National news in brief

SKorean fighter jets scream
through skies to prepare for

possible surprise NKorean attack

YEONPYEONG ISLAND, South Korea (AP) —
South Korean destroyer prowled the sea and fighter
jets screamed across the skies Tuesday in prepara-
tion for possible North Korean attacks a day after
staging provocative artillery drills on an island the
North shelled last month.

North Korea has said it would not retaliate for the
exercises off Yeonpyeong Island — reversing its
earlier threats. A senior South Korean government
official, however, said that the lack of response so
far does not mean Pyongyang is backing down, not-
ing that North Korea thrives on “surprise” attacks.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity due to
the sensitivity of the matter.

Pyongyang considers the waters around the is-
land — a tiny enclave of fishing communities and
military bases within sight of North Korean shores
— its territory, and similar drills last month trig-
gered an artillery barrage that killed four South
Koreans, in the first attack targeting civilian areas
since the 1950-53 Korean War.

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, who made an
unofficial visit to North Korea this week, praised
Pyongyang’s “statesmanlike” restraint.

Richardson, a former U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations who has served as an unofficial en-
voy to North Korea in the past, said in Beijing on
Tuesday that during the trip North Korean officials
agreed to let U.N. atomic inspectors visit its main
nuclear complex to make sure the facility is not
producing enriched uranium for a nuclear bomb.
That, Richardson said, could provide an opening
for a resumption of negotiations aimed at disman-
tling the country’s nuclear program.

Y CHRISTMAS
4 || SCHEDULE or SERVICES
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Lutheran Church - LCMS

Children’s Christmas Program
Wednesday, Dec. 22 ¢ 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service
Friday, Dec. 24 ¢ 6:00 p.m.

Carol Service

Sunday, Dec. 26 * 9 a.m. l
Sunday School To Follow
2805 Lynn

g
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/ The Big Spring Herald will be
5 closed on Friday, December 24 %
in observation of Christmas Eve. ‘\
Early Deadlines For
Retail Advertising are as follows:

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 DEADLINE:
Wednesday, December 22, 10:00 am

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 DEADLINE:
Wednesday, December 22, 1:00 pm

218110

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 DEADLINE:
Wednesday, December 22, 3:00 pm

Early Deadlines For
Classifieds are as follows:

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 DEADLINE:
Thursday, December 23, 11:59 am

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 DEADLINE:
Thursday, December 23, 11: 59 am

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27 DEADLINE:
o Thursday, December 23, 11:59 am
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2010 census expected to show
slowing U.S. population growth,

gain in House seats for GOP states

WASHINGTON (AP) — If government estimates
hold true, the closely watched 2010 census will show
America’s once-torrid population growth dropping
to its lowest level in seven decades. In Congress,
the steady migration to the South and West should
be a boon for Republicans, with GOP-leaning states
led by Texas picking up House seats.

The Census Bureau expects to release Tuesday
the first results from the once-a-decade government
count, figures that will be used to reapportion the
435 House seats among the 50 states. The numbers
trigger a high-stakes process wherein the dominant
party in each state redraws the election map, shap-
ing the political landscape for the next 10 years.

Census estimates provided this month based on
birth and death records place the 2010 count some-
where between 305.7 million and 312.7 million,
up from 281.4 million in 2000. That range means
U.S. growth over the previous decade would be at
a slower pace than the 13.2 percent increase from
1990 to 2000.

Demographers believe the official 2010 count will
be 308.7 million or lower, putting U.S. growth at
around 9 percent, the lowest since the 1940 census.
That is the decade in which the Great Depression
slashed the population growth rate by more than
half, to 7.3 percent.

The U.S. is still growing quickly relative to other
developed nations. The population in France and
England each increased roughly 5 percent over the
past decade, while in Japan the number is largely
unchanged and in Germany the population is de-
clining. China grew at about 6 percent; Canada’s
growth rate is roughly 10 percent.

Toyota to pay a record
$32.4M in additional fines

for handling of safety recalls

TOKYO (AP) — Toyota Motor Corp. has agreed
to pay the U.S. government a record $32.4 million
in additional fines to settle an investigation into
its handling of two recalls at the heart of its safety
crisis.

The civil penalties will settle investigations into
how Toyota dealt with recalls over accelerator ped-
als that could get trapped in floor mats and steering
relay rods that could break and lead to drivers los-
ing control.

The latest settlement, on top of a $16.4 million
fine Toyota paid earlier in a related investigation,
brings the total penalties levied on the company to
$48.8 million. It caps a difficult year for the world’s

Join us Christmas Eve,
at 7:00p.m. for a
Silent Lord’s Supper
in honor of
JLthe King of Kings

72 (ered
=t Uﬂu/uf(o we
at SERVICE

f‘ 'tf For more information please call 267-2291 18060

See RYAN, Page 7A

No. 1 automaker, which recalled more than 11 mil-
lion vehicles globally since the fall of 2009 as it
scrambled to protect its reputation for safety and
reliability.

Toyota’s board of directors agreed to pay the fines
on Tuesday at the company’s board meeting in Ja-
pan, according to an official familiar with the case,
and the company said it agreed to the penalties
without admitting to any violations of U.S. laws.
However, that does not free Toyota from potential
civil and criminal penalties in private lawsuits and
other federal investigations.

Support builds in Senate for
approval of U.S.-Russia nuclear

treaty as more GOP senators join

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama
is moving closer to gaining Senate approval of a
major arms control treaty with Russia as he builds
support among reluctant Republican senators.

The administration has stepped up its lobbying
of pivotal Republicans to win approval of the New
START treaty, which has become Obama’s main
priority for the remaining legislative session.

With lawmakers moving toward a final vote ex-
pected this week, the White House and senior Dem-
ocrats were expressing confidence Monday that
they had the votes for the accord.

Senior Democrats were pushing for a decisive
vote Tuesday to cut off debate and set the stage for
the final vote. Republicans and Democrats were
discussing amendments to the accompanying reso-
lution, not the treaty, that would deal with Repub-
lican problems with missile defense.

California faces 5th day of
relentless rain, snow in

mountains, high winds

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The latest in a series of
powerful storm systems is bearing down on Cali-
fornia, pelting mountain areas with heavy rain,
snow and high winds, prompting evacuations and
leaving thousands without power.

Virtually the entire state has been affected by the
storms that began Friday, dumping moisture from
far Northern California south to San Diego. More
than 12 inches of rain have fallen in parts of the
Santa Monica Mountains in the south and 13 feet
of snow has accumulated at Mammoth Mountain
ski resort.

Downtown Los Angeles had received 5 1/4 inches
of rain since Friday morning, more than a third of
the average annual precipitation.

In the Wrightwood area, about 15 people were
evacuated Monday night after the Sheep Creek
Wash overflowed and threatened homes.

P IMPLANT RECA

Johnson & Johnson has recalled the DePuy ASR XL Acetabular
hip socket implant system due to an unacceptably high failure
rate. One in eight patients experience symptoms like infection,
bone fracture, dislocation and pain. Other complications include
increased metal ion levels in the blood, bone staining, necro-
sis, swelling, nerve damage, tissue damage and/or muscle
damage. If you had hip replacement surgery during or after 2005
and you know you have a DePuy ASR XL Acetabular hip implant,
or are unsure, please talk to your doctor right away, then contact
us toll-free for professional insight into your legal rights.

PPOLINO | Dopp, | KREBS
1-800-460-0606

www.DefectiveDrugsLaw.com
NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT | Cameron, TX

Merry Christmas @

Holiday Services
Christmas Eve - 6 p.m.
Christmas Day - No Services "izy

Spring Creek Fellowship =

501 Birdwell Lane 432-714-4584 %=

218058

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.

SINCE 1954

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator
. 432.263.0441 « 432.267.8190 fax

mm@swaqlpe.com email
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This Date
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 21,
the 355th day of 2010. There are
10 days left in the year. Winter
arrives at 6:38 p.m. Eastern
time.

Today’s
History:

On Dec. 21, 1620, Pilgrims
aboard the Mayflower went
ashore for the first time at pres-
ent-day Plymouth, Mass.

On this date:

In 1860, American Zionist
leader Henrietta Szold, founder
of the Jewish women’s group
Hadassah, was born in
Baltimore.

In 1910, 344 coal miners were
killed in Britain’s Pretoria Pit
Disaster

In 1940, author F. Scott
Fitzgerald died in Hollywood,
Calif., at age 44.

In 1945, Gen. George S. Patton
died in Heidelberg, Germany,
of injuries from a car accident.

In 1948, the state of Eire, or
Ireland, passed an act declar-
ing itself a republic.

In 1958, Charles de Gaulle

Highlight in

Newsday Crossword

was elected to a seven-year
term as the first president of
the Fifth Republic of France.

In 1968, Apollo 8 was launched
on a mission to orbit the moon.

In 1971, the U.N. Security
Council chose Kurt Waldheim
tosucceed UThantas Secretary-
General.

In 1976, the Liberian-
registered  tanker  Argo
Merchant broke apart near
Nantucket Island, off
Massachusetts, almost a week
after running aground, spilling
7.5 million gallons of oil into
the North Atlantic.

In 1988, 270 people were Killed
when a terrorist bomb exploded
aboard a Pam Am Boeing 747
over Lockerbie, Scotland, send-
ing wreckage crashing to the
ground.

One year ago: President
Today’s Birthdays: Country
singer Freddie Hart is 84.
College Football Hall of Fame
coach Joe Paterno is 84. Actor
Ed Nelson is 82. Talk show host
Phil Donahue is 75. Movie
director John Avildsen is 75.
Actress Jane Fonda is 73. Actor
Larry Bryggman is 72. Singer
Carla Thomas is 68. Musician
Albert Lee is 67. Conductor
Michael Tilson Thomas is 66.
Actor Josh Mostel is 64. Actor

E

CREAM OF THE CROP by Billie Truitt

Samuel L. Jackson is 62. Movie
producer Jeffrey Katzenberg is
60. Actress Jane Kaczmarek is
55. Country singer Lee Roy
Parnell is 54. Entertainer Jim
Rose is 54. Actor-comedian Ray
Romano is 53. Actor-comedian
Andy Dick is 45. Rock musi-
cian Gabrielle Glaser is 45.
Actor Kiefer Sutherland is 44.
Actress Karri Turner is 44.
Actress Khrystyne Haje is 42.
Country singer Brad Warren
(The Warren Brothers) is 42.
Actress Julie Delpy is 41.
Country singer-musician
Rhean (rehn) Boyer (Carolina
Rain) is 40. Contemporary
Christian singer Natalie Grant
is 39. Actor Glenn Fitzgerald is
39. Singer-musician Brett

Scallions is 39.
© 2010 The Associated Press.
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ACROSS 66 Suffix for major 11 Caste member 39 Scrapes by,
1 Wood strips 67 Gets some sun of India with “out”
6 Eve’s husband 68 More chilly 12 Place to 41 Nose around
10 Thick carpet 69 Dry run exchange 42 Like some
14 Erected 70 Aide: Abbr. VOWS diet foods
15 Scholarly 71 In want 13 “Silly” bird 47 Misprints
book 21 Perhaps 49 Trail-mix fruit
16 Metric weight, DOWN 22 Person, place 50 Car parker
for short 1 Health clubs or__ 51 Make happy
17 Defendant’s 2 Doozy 26 Short and thick, 52 Wasps’ homes
story 3“Take __ from as fingers 53 Cruel person
18 Pirate’s take me” 27“Ali__andthe 56 Some savings
19 Fascinated by 4 Toothpaste Forty Thieves” plans, briefly
20 Large grocery holder 28 Puts to work 57 Clothing-store
23 Prosecuting 5 Corkscrew 29 Wide belt section
attys. shape 30 Have in mind 58 Cats’ quarry
24 Small batteries 6 Book of maps 31 Shopping 59 Great Lake
25 “Yeah, right!” 7 Entrance meccas 60 Started a golf
27 In a bustling 8Run___ 32 Revise round, with “up”
way (go wild) 35 Israeli airline 61 Extremely
31 Deserve 9 Shooting star 37 Partin a play 63 Complete
33 Strong __ ox 10 Hit the slopes 38 Tart-tasting collection
34 Droplet
36 Hospital 1 (2 B3 |4 |5 7 8 |9 11 |12 |13
professional
40 Current
must-read
43 Drained of
color
44 Voice below
soprano
45 Sky-colored
46 Carolers’
songs
48 Some cooked
chickens a3
50 Seller
53 Sheep’s cry
54 Pub pint
55 Evening
viewing 54
62 Highlands & 63 53
miss
64 Field of 66 67
expertise
65Yes_ Bob  [*° 0
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Bird Poop:

A very Merry

Christmas for

federal agent

risp autumn
winds blew
past Hallow-
een and into
November. To compen-
sate for the chill in the
air was to enjoy Sunday
morning
coffee and
the Dallas
Morning
News.
Lei-
surely
thumbing
through
a favorite
insert, I
absorbed
the latest
book re-
views and
news from the Museum
of Art. Even the adver-
tisements were eye-
catching and entertain-
ing, except one.
Noticing the color dis-
played for the reader’s
attention, I read several
times what the hawker
was selling. Troubled
by its brash presenta-
tion caused me to make
a mental note.
During lunch, Art and
I continued to peruse
our favorite newspa-
per. Having finished
the sports section, he
reached for the insert
while I was reading the
editorials. Our quiet,
leisurely weekend mo-
ment was interrupted
by his adamant direc-
tive, “You have to do
something about this!”
Seeing the look on his
face, I knew he had fi-
nally come to the worri-
some ad. My hunch on
how he would react had
been accurate. Leaving
him to read further, I
went down the hall to
use the phone.

BEBE

McCASLAND

Getting the name of
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
agent in the metro-
politan area, I thanked
Midge Erskine of the
Eos Sanctuary for the
information. Feeling
we were correct in our
analysis of the adver-
tisement, she wished us
luck.

Early Monday morn-
ing, I placed a call. If
I was correct in what
I thought the peddlers
were selling, then there
was a flagrant disregard
for the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act. The agent
agreed after hearing me
read the ad.

Based in Fort Worth,
he was surprised that I
had found the ad in the
Dallas paper. Unless
someone had brought
it to his attention,
he never would have
known a possible viola-
tion might be “right
next door.”

After giving him a de-
scription of the insert,
page number, and date,
I added that I could
be mistaken. Having
previously read a copy
of the act, however, I
knew “it is unlawful for
anyone to Kkill, capture,
collect, possess, buy,
sell, trade, ship, import,
or export, any migra-
tory birds, or part,
or nest or egg thereof
unless they first obtain
an appropriate federal
permit, issued pursu-
ant to the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act regula-
tions, authorizing such
activity. In most cases,
a state permit is also
required.”

Surely, no business
of group of individuals
could gather from the

ground enough to sup-
ply the general public.
The ad blatantly stated
for sale were cardinal,
blue jay, oriole, painted
bunting, and no telling
from what else, feath-
ers for arts-and-craft
endeavors.

As we closed our
conversation, the agent
said he appreciated the
call. Having worked
with game wardens and
another federal agent,
we accepted the fact
that we might never
know the outcome of
his investigation.

During early Decem-
ber, we stayed busy
with migrating hawks.
Our gusty winds and
dry weather had either
slammed the birds into
structures or denied
them the small mam-
mals they needed for
survival. Injured or
weak, the raptors
needed our help.

Water dependent
birds, such as loons,

grebes and coots had a
later than usual jour-
ney to the south. Invari-
ably, they landed on
pavement and could not
become air-borne again.
With them, a tripto a
nearby lake sufficed to
send them on their way.
Late in decorating our
home for the holidays,
we did succeed in mak-
ing candy for friends
and a fruitcake laced
with rum and candied
delights. Soon each
room in the house had a
reminder of Christmas.
Wrapping last minute
gifts, I was surprised
when the phone rang.
“Not another bird call,”
I thought. Upon my an-
swering, a male voice
said, “Just wanted to
thank you for the bust.”
Then identifying
himself as the federal
agent, he added that the
ad had led to a much
larger operation than
anyone had ever sus-
pected. Not sharing any

RYAN

Continued from Page

and marketing deals
followed and Bob May,
now remarried with a
growing family, be-
came wealthy from the
story he created to
comfort his grieving
daughter.

But the story doesn’t
end there either. Bob’s
brother-in-law, Johnny
Marks, made a song
adaptation to Ru-
dolph. Though the song
was turned down by
such popular vocal-
ists as Bing Crosby
and Dinah Shore, it
was recorded by the
singing cowboy, Gene
Autry.

“Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” was
released in 1949 and
became a phenomenal
success, selling more
records than any other
Christmas song, with
the exception of “White
Christmas.”

The gift of love that
Bob May created for
his daughter so long
ago kept on returning
to bless him again and
again.

And Bob May learned
the lesson, just like his
dear friend Rudolph,
that being different isn’t
so bad.

In fact, being different
can be a blessing.

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

Contact the Herald at 263-7331

- -
St. Mary The Virgin Episcopal Church

| 267-8201

Merry Christmas!

Please Join Us!

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 - 7 pm
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 - 10 am

- Goli

218048

details as to the out-
come, he emphasized
that a lot of birds would
be spared. “It was a re-
ally big bust.”

In my mind I could
hear the cardinals’
morning songs, whoo-
ett, whoo-ett, whoo-
ett; tuer, tuer, tuer,
followed by prét-ty,
prét-ty, prét-ty. Momen-
tarily, I could imagine
the blue jays’ raucous
protests when looking
for acorns.

Summer orioles and
their noisy presence

Courtesy photo
Federal protection for all wild birds, including the Northern cardinal pictured above, is provided by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Exempt are resident game birds that are managed by the states, and the
English sparrow, starling and feral pigeon.

would not be silenced.
The colorful male
painted buntings and
their greenish ladies
would return to sum-
mer nesting grounds.
Knowing not to ask
about particulars, I
could only thank him
by wishing him a Mer-
ry Christmas. His reply
was, “It really is!”

Bebe McCasland is au-
thor of The Scoop from
Bird Poop. She is feder-
ally and state licensed to
rehabilitate wild birds.
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Join Holy Trinity
Parish for our
Holiday Services

y
La Posada’s:
12/22 -7 p.m.; 12/23 -7 p.m.
and 12/24 - 6 p.m.

Contact: Arthur & Cruz Olague
for more information 935-2100

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS:

12/24 - 5 p.m. at Inmaculate Heart of
Mary Campus - Christmas Story
Call Carolyn Hervatich 267-2341

7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church
La Posada’s and Billingual Mass

10 p.m. at Immaculate Heart
with Christmas Carols

CHRISTMAS DAY
5 p.m. at Sacred Heart

202 Surry

'V

ave You

Vioney

267-6278



SA

Bic SPRING HERALD
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

i 1%

LD

Visit Thesé Local Merthants For Your

LAST MINUTE SHOPPING!!!

UpTOWN
Salon & DAy Spa

20% Oft

. Jewelrg
* Purses

e Accessories
& Much More!

Excludes >
Bare Escentuals 3: 1:’
& Diana

26171

ETATE

Your Motorcyclist??

4 Helmets 4 Jackets

4+ Apparel 4 Saddle Bags

4 Custom Tee’s 4 Chaps

+ Jewelry 4+ 85mph Riding

4 Wallets Hats

4 Custom Made 4 Leather Goods
Roadside Crosses 4 Accessories

12in. to 4 Ft. 4+ & MORE!

Jena & ompany

Cell 432-770-888
Big Spring, TX

432-517-4471
1806 N. Lamesa Hwy

OPEN: Tues.-Sat. 10-6 p.m.

Need That Last Minute Gift for

From I-20 take exit 177 north-1/4 mile on the right

0

218362

SHOPPING TIME
IS WINDING

Give the Gift of Pain and Stress Relief...

Gift Certificate For
90 minute massage with heated stones,

massage cupping and essential oils

TK License #1
Voted Best LMT in Big Spring Last 6 Yrs!

MARIBEL’S
Handbags & More

Handbags - Accessories
Jewelry - Stocking Stuffers
Diaper Bags and more
Holiday Hours

M-Sat. 10-6
Sun. 1-5 until Christmas

218391

DOWN!!

432-714-4630

1801 E. FM 700, Big Spring Mall

SAUVE 48% =

4

reg. 34.99

Wireless Indoor/
Outdoor Thermometer
Shows indoor temperature
and receives outdoor temp
from up to 3 sensors (1 included).
Also displays air pressure tendency,

max/min temps. Wall-hanging or freestanding.

e the

Specia

Rotary T
S Accesso
1-amp, 8,

12V Air Compressor

1 with LED Worklight
gsa'e Price 150 PSI with10' cord.

-10mall -in rebate* 1 129246 B4
*$10 mail-in rebate. Limit 1.

Consumer responsible for taxes.

combinati
and much
R 129198

Special
Purchase

Q97

2-Pk. 17-0z.
Hydration Bottles
Soft-grip base &
auto-seal button lock.
100% leakproof and
spillproof. One each
of blue and red.

W 129 060 B4

SAVE

Combo Pac!

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.
1900 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 263-7441
www.higginbothams.com

Q97

Includes collet, grinding belt,

While supplies last.

=5

1499

reg. 29.99 LED Flashlight

light and nano light. Aluminum
casings. E 130 407 B6 Batteries included.

Special Purchase
897

Circular Saw Blade

Shop Clock with 12-in-1

Multitool An ideal gift for
your favorite handyman or
handywoman. R 130 107 B4
AA battery included.
While supplies last.

| Purchase

ool with 40-Pc.
ry Kit
000-30,000 RPM.

on tool, sanding drum
more. Case included.
B10

50%

K Triple-LED

\y

Sharper Image
LCD Digital /
Photo Keychain /
USB rechargeable.
Holds 60 images.
W 117 935 B10

SAVE 50%
999

reg. 19.99
Quartz Halogen
Spotlight
High-power light
can be charged from
120V AC or 12V car
outlet. Cordless and
rechargeable. H 114 560 B4

/,

Special Purchase

Digital Desktop Weather
Station Alarm Clock
Monitors the indoor
temperature & humidity;
records min/max
temperature, humidity values;
displays trend. Alarm clock
has snooze and backlight.

W 129 200 B4

Special Purchase

597

LED Flexible Eye Light
A 16" gooseneck lets
you use this fun light as a
book light, accent or desk
light. Assorted colors.

E 132 007 F15

Batteries included.

’
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Hamilton Beach.

SAVE
OVER 50%

reg. 19.99 | 1999
8-in-1 Dog Bone | reg. 44.99
Wrench ! 6-Qt. Stay or Go Slow

SAE (3/8"- 13/16") or metric Cooker Clip-tight lid locks;

(12mm-19mm). One tool that
does more! Swivel head; extra
strong magnet for holding
fasteners. R 130 158, 159 B6

large, full-grip handles.
Stainless steel; dishwasher-
safe stoneware and lid.

W 756 765 1

All items available only while supplies last.

Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30
p.m
Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m

Sale Ends
12/31/10

Tewe l/alue.

START RIGHT. START HERE.’

©2010 True Value Company. Al rights reserved.




