
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Officials with the city of Big Spring 
say repairs to a pair of water mains is 
expected to cause low water pressure for 
municipal customers beginning early 
Wednesday morning and continuing 
through Friday.

According to Todd Darden, 
assistant city manager and 
director of public works, the 
repairs are expected to begin 
at 4 a.m. Wednesday and will 
effect a number of city water 
customers.

“We’ll be repairing a 20-
inch main break on FM 700, 
between Cedar and Wasson,” 
Darden said. “We’ll also be 

replacing a 20-inch valve on Westover 
Road. We’re asking customers to please 
conserve water during the repair. There 
may be low or no water pressure in 
some areas, and it’s very important we 
conserve as much as possible.”

Darden said interruption of water 
service to apartment buildings in the 
area, including Barcelona and Park Hill 
Terrace, should be temporary and only 
experienced during the beginning of the 
repair, shortly after 4 a.m.

“We’ll have fire hydrants in the area 
open to help regulate the pressure within 
the water system,” Darden said. “At this 
time, unless there are further unforeseen 
issues, we expect that lowered water 
pressure will be the main inconvenience 
experienced by city water customers.” 

Westover Road — from FM 700 to 
Pennsylvania — is expected to be closed 
for the duration of the repair, according 
to city officials, with residents living in 
that area asked to use the FM 700 side of 
the area for access.

For more information, contact the city’s 
Public Works Office at 264-2501.
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Howard County commissioners discuss the 2010-2011 tax rate during a meeting Monday morning at the county 
courthouse. The court approved the effective rate of 52.2406 cents per $100 valuation.

County tax bills going down?
Lower effective rate means good news for some
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County residents could see 
a drop in their property tax bills this 
year, as county commissioners voted 
unanimously Monday morning to 
approve the effect tax rate for 2010-
2011.

Part of a $15.1 million budget — 
which includes more than $700,000 
over last year’s fiscal plan — the 
tax rate was set at 52.2406 cents per 
$100 valuation, a substantial drop 
from last year’s rate of 57.8656 cents 
per $100 valuation. The adopted tax 
rate is expected to bring in the same 
amount of taxes as last year’s rate, 
thanks mostly to an increase in 
mineral values across the board.

According to County Judge Mark 
Barr, it feels good for the court to be 
able to adopt the effective rate after 
several years of fiscal struggles, 

but warned against looking too far 
ahead.

“It feels good to be able to go with 
the effective rate this year,” Barr 
said. “It could vary next year, but 
we’re very happy with the tax rate 
we’ve been able to approve this year. 
The reason we were able to do this is 
because our reserve fund is up and 
it probably needs to be taken down 
some. So we’ll be taking this extra 
amount, about $700,000, out of the 
reserve fund. Of course, we’ll have 
to take a really close look at things 
next year.”

While the county has struggled over 
the past several years to raise reserve 
fund levels, Barr said the county is 
currently sitting on a surplus that 
would sustain the governing entity 
in the face of a catastrophe.

“When I first came into office, 
we had about $1 million in our 

reserves. Now we have close to $8 
million,” Barr said. “We’re going to 
take it down a little with this year’s 
budget, and we’d like to keep it at 
about $6 million. That’s the level it’s 
recommended we keep it at because 
it gives us about six months of 
operating expense if something were 
to happen, God forbid. It would most 
likely take something of a national 
calamity to do that, however. We’re 
in good shape and we’re going to 
keep it that way. We’ll take a good, 
close look at things next year and 
see where we are and how things are 
shaping up.”

Howard County saw an increase 
of $192,559,501 with a certified value 
of $2,102,914,462, compared to the 
$1,910,354,961 in 2009. Commissioners 
approved the county’s 2010-2011 

See RATE, Page 3

Angel Tree apps to be taken Oct. 4-16
By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

The Big Spring Salvation Army will 
begin accepting applications for its 
annual Angel Tree program Oct. 4-16, 
as the local charity gets ready to step its 
operations up for the holiday season.

According to Salvation 
Army officials, the annual 
program — which provides 
Christmas gifts for the 
children of area low income 
families struggling through 
the holiday — has been a 
huge success in years past, 
and with economic times still 
extremely tough for many 
West Texans, this year’s Angel Tree will 
be no exception.

“The Angel Tree program has helped so 
many families that are struggling just to 
make ends meet,” said Salvation Army 
Social Worker Paula Lafler. “It’s a sad 
thing to think about, to realize a lot of 

these children wouldn’t otherwise have 
had a single present under the Christmas 
tree come the holiday. And with the 
economy still struggling, especially out 
there in West Texas, we’re expecting the 
demand to be just as high or higher than 
last year.”

Lafler said area families wanting to 
apply for assistance through the Angel 
Tree program can do so beginning 
Monday at 9 a.m.

“We’ll be accepting applications 
Monday and continue through Friday,” 
she said. “We’ll also accept applications 
the following week, from Oct. 11 until 
Oct. 15. All they have to do is come by 
the office between 9 a.m. and noon, or 1 
p.m. and 3 p.m.”

The application process is simple, 
according to Lafler, and for some area 
children it could be the difference 
between waking up with gifts under the 
tree Christmas morning and waking up 
to nothing.

“They need to come in and bring a 

picture ID for all of the adults, Social 
Security cards for all of the household 
members living there and proof of 
income,” said Lafler. “That means check 
stubs from work, food stamps, AFDC, 
TANIF, HUD or any of those types of 
income. They need to bring those in with 
them, because we do verify them. They 
also need to bring in a copy of all of their 
expenses, as well as a list of what their 
children might want for Christmas, 
including clothes sizes and shoe sizes.

“The picture ID has to be a state issued 
ID, not the kind you can get at certain 
convenience stores. Also, they need 
to be sure to bring either the Social 
Security card itself, or a print out 
from the Social Security Office. It has 
to appear on something official, even 
DHS (Department of Health Services) 
records.”

Once the names and gift ideas are 
collected and put on the Angel Trees

See APPS, Page 3
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• RICHARD LEVI HERNANDEZ, 20, of Lubbock, 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• WILLIAM SNEED, 35, of 901 W. Third St., was 
arrested Tuesday on warrants for expired license 
plate and failure to appear.

• PEDRO CHRISTOPHER CARRILLO, 25, of 1103 
N. Goliad, was arrested Tuesday on a chage of driv-
ing while intoxicated.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
400 block of E. Fourth Street.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:
In the 1200 block of Dixie.
In the 1800 block of S. Scurry.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 80 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• RICHARD LEVI HERNADEZ, 20, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of terroristic threat.

• RONALD JOE HOPE, 38, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on a charge of issuance of a bad 
check.

• JEREMY HERNANDEZ, 22, was arrested 
Monday by DPS on charges of driving while license 
invalid with a previous conviction or suspension, 
failure to appear and no driver’s license.

• ZACK MONROE TURMAN, 32, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge 
of public intoxication.

• WILLIAM ELGIN SNEED, 35, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charges of 
displaying expired registration and failure to 
appear.

• PEDRO CHRISTOPHER CARRILLO, 25, was 
transferred to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD 
on a charge of driving while intoxicated.

• JOSE ANTHONY NIETO, 30, was arrested 
Tuesday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2100 block of 
Morrison. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of E. 
Third Street. Service refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 9400 block of 
Longshore Road. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 100 block of Ash. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1600 block of 
Stadium. One person was transported to SMMC.

• GAS LEAK was reported in the 1500 block of 
Stadium.
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• Christian Community Service, the local associa-
tion of ministers, has announced LifeChain Sunday, 
set for 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 3, at the corner of 
Birdwell Lane and 15th Street. Contact the Rev. 
Steve King, pastor of the Birdwell Lane Baptist 
Church, at 267-7157 for information and to pick up 
materials for the silent prayer chain. The event is 
scheduled as a community-wide response to need 
within the community.

• United Way Dine Out program featured restau-
rant this week is Sonic Drive-Ins. The local busi-
ness will donate a portion of its proceeds received 
through Sunday to United Way of Big Spring and 
Howard County.

• Local resident Gale Pittman is planning to deco-
rate a Christmas tree for the Heritage Museum 
Christmas Tree Forest in honor and memory of 
service men and women now on active duty and 
those who gave their lives for their country. The 
loved one does not need to be from Big Spring and 
it does not matter what war they fought in. Families 
should send information on their service man or 
woman to Gale Pittman, 3401 Sherrod Rd., Big 
Spring 79720.

• Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. Thursdays at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
Bring this note when you join and receive a box of 
Weight Watchers snacks through Oct. 31. Weigh-in 
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you 
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

• English as a Second Language (ESL) and com-
puter sessions at the Northside Community Center 
are held during the day and evening on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Class sessions are from 10 a.m. to 
noon, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For 
more information, call 263-2673.

• Ackerly Lunch Bunch will meet Saturday at 10 
a.m. at Crispy’s Café, 1904 S. Birdwell Lane in Big 
Spring. Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. and 
orders will be taken from the menu. RSVP to Sissy 
Jones at (432) 213-4452.

• Mobile Meals is in need of volunteers to deliver 
meals to the homebound elderly in Big Spring. If 
you can donate at least one hour a week, call 
Macaria Cantu at 263-4016 and leave a message.

• If you were laid off between December 2008 and 
March 2010 and are interested in training, contact 
the Workforce Solutions Permian Basin office in 
Big Spring at 263-8373 or 1-800-749-8373. Training 
dollars are available to assist those affected by the 
layoffs and ultimate plant closure.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is to pro-
mote and support quality volunteers who speak for 
the best interest of abused and neglected children 
in court in an effort to find each child a safe, nur-
turing and permanent home. We currently have 55 
children in foster care without a volunteer.  We 
need your help.  A class is forming in Howard 
County and we need at least 27 volunteers to fill 
this need. If you’re interested in volunteering 
please contact Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346 or 
visit www.BecomeaCASA.org or www.casawtx.
org.

• Legal Aid of Northwest Texas is accepting 
appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seek-
ing legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and child support issues, social 
security cases, employment and housing may con-
tact the office to schedule an appointment. Criminal 
cases are not accepted. Anyone recently served 
with legal documents should call the office immedi-
ately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

9/29

86/59
Mainly
sunny. High
86F. Winds
light and
variable.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
7:33 PM

Thu

9/30

84/57
Sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 80s and
lows in the
upper 50s.

Sunrise:
7:39 AM

Sunset:
7:32 PM

Fri

10/1

83/57
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
upper 50s.

Sunrise:
7:40 AM

Sunset:
7:31 PM

Sat

10/2

75/54
Mainly
sunny. Highs
in the mid
70s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sunrise:
7:41 AM

Sunset:
7:29 PM

Sun

10/3

74/53
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:41 AM

Sunset:
7:28 PM

Brownsville
88/67

Houston

88/62

Austin
86/61

Dallas
83/61

El Paso
93/67

Amarillo
88/56

San Antonio
89/64

Big Spring

86/59

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 85 59 sunny Kingsville 89 64 sunny
Amarillo 88 56 sunny Livingston 88 58 sunny
Austin 86 61 sunny Longview 84 58 sunny
Beaumont 88 61 sunny Lubbock 87 56 sunny
Brownsville 88 67 sunny Lufkin 87 60 sunny
Brownwood 87 58 sunny Midland 90 62 sunny
Corpus Christi 88 66 sunny Raymondville 90 65 sunny
Corsicana 83 59 sunny Rosenberg 88 61 sunny
Dallas 83 61 sunny San Antonio 89 64 sunny
Del Rio 94 65 sunny San Marcos 87 61 sunny
El Paso 93 67 sunny Sulphur Springs 82 59 sunny
Fort Stockton 89 61 sunny Sweetwater 85 59 sunny
Gainesville 81 58 sunny Tyler 83 57 sunny
Greenville 81 58 sunny Weatherford 82 58 sunny
Houston 88 62 sunny Wichita Falls 85 59 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 79 56 mst sunny Minneapolis 71 51 mst sunny
Boston 78 63 cloudy New York 74 66 cloudy
Chicago 71 54 sunny Phoenix 103 77 mst sunny
Dallas 83 61 sunny San Francisco 79 60 mst sunny
Denver 83 51 sunny Seattle 72 53 pt sunny
Houston 88 62 sunny St. Louis 74 58 sunny
Los Angeles 87 62 pt sunny Washington, DC 75 64 rain
Miami 83 77 rain

Moon Phases

Full
Sep 23

Last
Oct 1

New
Oct 7

First
Oct 14

UV Index

Wed

9/29
8

Very High

Thu

9/30
8

Very High

Fri

10/1
8

Very High

Sat

10/2
8

Very High

Sun

10/3
8

Very High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 1-11-16-23. Bonus Ball: 
9.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 4-5-6-31-35.
Number matching five of five: 0.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-4-1-5. Sum It 
Up: 14.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-3-0. Sum It 
Up: 7.
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budget — including 
the $750,000 increase 
— approximately two 
weeks ago.

Barr said the 2010-2011 

budget looks good from 
a fiscal standpoint, but 
it will take a sharp eye 
to keep it that way in the 
coming years.

“The budget is right 
on the money,” Barr 
said. “Like I’ve said, 
we have reserves and 
we’ll be able to take 

care of any emergency 
that comes up. We also 
managed to give county 
employees — all except 
the commissioners — a 
raise this time around. 
The county is in a good 
financial position right 

now, and we have to be 
very diligent that we 
keep it that way.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

APPS
Continued from Page 1

in the form of cards, 
area shoppers will 
have the opportunity 
to brighten a child’s 
holiday by choosing one 
and purchasing items 
for them.

The trees will be 
erected in area stores 
and shops, according to 
Lafler.

“The plan, as of right 
now, is to have the trees 
located at the same 
places as last year,” 
said lafler. “However, 
we really haven’t gotten 
that far yet, so there 
could be some minor 
changes. As soon as we 
have that part of the 

program solidified, we’ll 
get the word out to the 
public.”

For more information 
on the Angel Tree 
program, call 267-8239 
or stop by their office, 
located at 811 W. Fifth 
Street.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 
263-7331 ext. 232 or by 
e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com
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NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.
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D
uring the past 
year I have 
collected a 
few wonder-

ful quotes that I would 
like to share with you. 
Volumes could be writ-
ten on each one but 
the quote 
alone is 
fully un-
derstood.  
As you 
read each 
one, think 
about how 
it affects 
your life. 
You’ll 
enjoy the 
insight.

• The 
grass may 
look greener on the 
other side, but it still 
has to be mowed.

• Things that matter 
the most must not be at 
the mercy of things that 
matter the least.

• Great love and great 

achievement involve 
great risks.

• When you lose, don’t 
lose the lesson. Follow 
the three Rs: respect for 
self, respect for others 
and responsibility for 
your actions.

• If at first you don’t 
succeed, try reading the 
instructions.

• Remember that not 
getting what you want 
is sometimes a wonder-
ful stroke of luck.

• Don’t let a little 
dispute injure a great 
relationship. When you 
realize you’ve made a 
mistake, take immedi-
ate action to correct it.

• Spend some time 
alone each day.

• Open your arms to 
change but don’t give 
up your values.

• Silence is sometimes 
the best answer.

• Live a good, honor-
able life, then when 
you get older you’ll be 

able to enjoy it a second 
time.

• A loving atmosphere 
in your home is the 
foundation for your life.

• When disagreements 
arise with love ones, 
deal only with the cur-
rent situation and don’t 
bring up the past.

• Share knowledge, 
it’s the way to achieve 
immortality.

• Be gentle with the 
earth.

• Every year go some-
where you have never 
been.

• The best relation-
ship is one in which 
your love for each other 
exceeds your need for 
each other.

• Judge your success 
by what you had to give 
up in the process of 
achieving it.

• Approach love and 
cooking with reckless 
abandon.

• The mighty oak was 

once a little nut that 
stood its ground.

• The best way to for-
get your own problems 
is to help someone solve 
his.

• The secret of con-
tentment is the realiza-
tion that life is a gift not 
a right.

• Humor is to life 
what shock absorbers 
are to automobiles.

• Treat the earth well: 
We do not inherit it 
from our ancestors; 
we borrow it from our 
children.

• Life is like a coin. 
You can spend it any-
way you wish, but you 
can only spend it once.

• Do more than exist: 
Live. Do more than 
touch: Feel. Do more 
than look: Observe. 
Do more than read: 
Absorb. Do more than 
hear: Listen. Do more 
than think: Ponder. 
Do more than talk: Say 

something.
• A bend in the road is 

not the end of the road, 
unless you fail to make 
the turn.

• Grant me the wis-
dom to see the beauty of 
all creation.

• Belief is the ther-
mometer that regulates 
what we accomplish.

• I can’t usually 
means I don’t know 
how!

• Inch by inch, any-
thing’s a cinch.

• Who an individual 
is, is more important 
than anything he does.

• You can blame oth-
ers for the past but only 
yourself for the future.

• People are usually 
as happy as they decide 
to be.

• Life treats you like 
you treat life.

• I am determines I 
can. We are only limit-
ed by the scope and size 
of our own personal 
vision.

• It’s not the IQ of a 
person that counts, it’s 
the I will!  

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.

Darrell

ryan

Parent’s Corner: A collection of quotes to ponder

Texas news Briefs:
Granddad charged after toddler shot self 

TYLER (AP) — An east Texas man is charged 
with a firearms violation after his 2-year-old grand-
son shot himself accidentally at a rural bar the fam-
ily runs.

Charles Wayne Mclean of Flint is free on $10,000 
bond after he was charged Monday with making a 
firearm accessible to a child with serious bodily in-
jury. That’s after Jaden Mclean got a handgun from 
an office shelf at the Sports Club, about five miles 
east of Tyler, and shot himself once in the head.

Conviction of the Class A misdemeanor would 
mean a sentence of up to a year in jail and a fine of 
up to $4,000.

Mclean says his grandson is home from the hos-
pital and he expects a full recovery. He declined to 
comment on his case.

More debris removal at damaged motel 
CORPUS CHRISTI (AP) — Rain-delayed debris 

removal has resumed at a Corpus Christi motel as 
investigators seek the cause of an explosion left 
three people hurt.

Heavy rain and storms last week interrupted the 
investigation into the Sept. 16 blast that destroyed 
much of the Aquarium Inn.

Fire Marshal Andy Cardiel says investigators are 
focusing on whether natural gas led to the explo-
sion.

The Corpus Christi Caller-Times reports damage 
has been estimated at more than $700,000.

EFI Global, a Dallas-based forensic engineering 
company, has been hired by the motel’s insurance 
company to aid investigators.

More Texas districts educating parents 
DALLAS (AP) — Federal funding is helping Texas 

school districts teach parents as well as their chil-
dren to expand English learning opportunities.

The Dallas Morning News reports a recent report 
by the Urban Institute found that one out of three 
Texas children younger than age 8 has at least one 
immigrant parent, compared to the national aver-
age of one out of four children.

The Dallas Independent School District has an ex-
tensive adult basic education program supported 
through federal grant money that last year served 
more than 5,000 people.

Regional coordinator Nelia Jones says it encour-
ages “all those things we know how to do and take 
for granted.”

Programs may include English instruction or 
Spanish-language parenting classes, in an effort to 
promote literacy in the home so that children ar-
rive in school better prepared.

Man pleads guilty to slaying of UNT boss 
DENTON (AP) — A University of North Texas 

food services employee has pleaded guilty to the 
2009 shooting death of his boss after she criticized 
him for unsatisfactory work.

Testimony was scheduled to continue Tuesday in 
Denton in the penalty phase for 48-year-old William 
Xu. He pleaded guilty Monday to murder and faces 
up to life in prison.

The body of 55-year-old Jennifer Ying Ying Maik 
was discovered in August 2009 in her Denton home. 
Maik was a food service supervisor at UNT’s Clark 
Hall. Police records indicate Maik had reprimand-
ed Xu for poor work.

The Denton Record-Chronicle reports Xu has 
asked to be sentenced by Judge Bruce McFarling, 
instead of by a jury.

Aventine to move HQ from Illinois to Texas 
PEKIN, Ill. (AP) — A company with 100 years of 

history in central Illinois is moving its corporate 
headquarters to Texas.

Company officials say Aventine Renewable En-
ergy Holdings Inc. will keep its ethanol production 
in Pekin.

But the (Peoria) Journal Star reports that 17 cor-
porate jobs will move to Dallas, where the compa-
ny’s top executives live.

Pekin Mayor Rusty Dunn calls the corporate move 
“disappointing,” but he says the company hopes to 
expand production in Pekin in the future.

Aventine has its roots in a company called Illi-
nois Sugar Refining, which started processing sug-
ar beets in Pekin in the late 1890s.

2 Fort Hood soldiers killed in Afghanistan 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Military officials say two 

Fort Hood soldiers have died following a bombing 
in Afghanistan.

The Defense Department on Tuesday announced 
the deaths of 40-year-old Sgt. Mark A. Simpson, 40, 
of Peoria, Ill., and 23-year-old Spc. Donald S. Mor-
rison of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Military officials say the men died Sunday at 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when 
insurgents bombed their vehicle a day earlier.

Simpson and Morrison were assigned to the 20th 
Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer Brigade at Fort 
Hood.

Slain woman’s boyfriend killed same day 
MISSOURI CITY (AP) — Police are questioning a 

suspect after a pregnant Missouri City woman and 
her boyfriend were slain on the same day at sepa-
rate locations.

Investigators say 27-year-old Leiah Jackson’s un-
born child also died in Sunday’s attack in which 
she was stabbed, with a butcher knife, more than 
20 times while at her home.

Police say it appears 30-year-old Yancey Daniels 
was shot in Houston less an hour before his girl-
friend was stabbed. Jackson was more than eight 
months pregnant with the couple’s son.

Missouri City police Capt. John Bailey says Hous-
ton police detained a person of interest and that the 
woman knew her attacker. No further details were 
released.
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tea Party pulling a fast one

We outnumber religious fanatics

Is the tea party one of the 
most successful scams in 
American political history?

Before you dismiss the 
question, note that word “suc-
cessful.” Judge the tea party 
purely on the grounds of ef-
fectiveness and you have to 
admire how a very small group 
has shaken American political 
life and seized 
the microphone 
offered by the me-
dia, including the 
so-called liberal 
media.

But it’s equally 
important to rec-
ognize that the tea 
party constitutes 
a sliver of opinion 
on the extreme 
end of politics re-
ceiving attention 
out of all propor-
tion with its numbers.

Yes, there is a lot of discontent 
in America. But that discontent 
is better represented by the mod-
erate voters who expressed quiet 
disillusionment to President 
Obama at the CNBC town hall 
meeting on Monday than by tea 
party ideologues who proclaim 
the unconstitutionality of the 
New Deal and everything since.

The tea party drowns out such 
voices because it has money 
— some of it from un-populist 
corporate sources, as Jane 
Mayer documented last month 
in The New Yorker — and has 
used modest numbers strategi-
cally in small states to magnify 
its impact.

Just recently, tea party vic-
tories in Alaska and Delaware 
Senate primaries shook the 
nation. In Delaware, Christine 
O’Donnell received 30,563 votes 
in the Republican primary, 3,542 
votes more than moderate Rep. 
Mike Castle. In Alaska, Joe Mill-
er won 55,878 votes for a margin 

of 2,006 over incumbent Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, who is now 
running as a write-in candidate.

Do the math. For weeks now, 
our national political conversa-
tion has been driven by 86,441 
voters and a margin of 5,548 
votes. A bit of perspective: When 
John McCain lost in 2008, he 
received 59.9 million votes.

Earlier this year, much was 
made of the defeat of Sen. Bob 
Bennett, a Utah conservative 
insufficiently conservative for 
the tea party. Bennett lost not in 
a primary but at a Republican 
convention attended by all of 
3,500 delegates.

Even in larger states, the tea 
party’s triumphs were built on 
small shares of the electorate. 
Rand Paul received 206,986 votes 
in Kentucky, where there are 
more than 1 million registered 
Republicans and nearly 2.9 mil-
lion registered voters. Sharron 
Angle won with 70,452 votes in 
Nevada, a state with more than 1 
million registered voters.

The media have given substan-
tial coverage to tea party rallies 
and even small demonstrations. 
But how many people are actu-
ally involved in this movement?

Last April, a New York Times/
CBS News poll found that 18 
percent of Americans identi-
fied themselves as supporters 
of the tea party movement, but 
slightly less than a fifth of these 
sympathizers said they had 
actually attended a tea party 
rally or meeting. That means 
just over 3 percent of Americans 
can be characterized as tea party 
activists. A more recent poll by 
Democracy Corps, just before 
Labor Day, found that 6 percent 
of voters said they had attended 
a tea party rally or meeting.

The tea party is not the only 
small group in history to wield 
more power than you’d expect 
from its numbers. In 2008, 

Barack Obama did very well 
in party caucuses, which draw 
many fewer voters than pri-
maries. And it was Lenin who 
offered the classic definition of 
a vanguard party as involving 
“people who make revolutionary 
activity their profession” in or-
ganizations that “must perforce 
not be very extensive.”

But something is haywire in 
our media and our politics. Jill 
Lepore, a Harvard historian 
whose new book is “The Whites 
of Their Eyes: The Tea Party’s 
Revolution and the Battle Over 
American History,” observed in 
an interview that there is a “hall 
of mirrors” effect created by the 
rise of “niche” opinion media. 
They magnify small movements 
into powerhouses while old-fash-
ioned journalism, which is sup-
posed to put such movements in 
perspective, reacts to the same 
niche incentives.

There is also the decline of 
alternative forces in politics. 
The Republican establishment, 
such as it is, has long depended 
far more on big money than on 
troops in the field. In search 
of new battalions, GOP lead-
ers stoked the tea party, stood 
largely mute in the face of its 
more outrageous untruths about 
Obama — and now has to defend 
candidates like O’Donnell and 
Angle.

And where are the progres-
sives? Sulking is not an alterna-
tive to organizing, and weary 
resignation is the first step to-
ward capitulation. The tea party 
may be pulling a fast one on the 
country and the media. But if it 
has more audacity than every-
one else, it will, I am sorry to 
say, deserve to get away with it.

Veteran Washington Post col-
umnist E.J. Dionne offers rea-
soned political analysis from an 
energetic progressive viewpoint.

Y
ears ago, I criticized 
atheists who wanted to 
dissuade believers of 
their faith.

My argument was always the 
same: Why don’t you just leave 
us alone?

Lately, though, I haven’t felt 
so sturdy. We never are going to 
see the best of religion reflected 
in its worst prac-
titioners, but they 
sure can suck the 
life out of your 
faith — if you let 
them.

There’s a lot of 
good in religion. 
But at its worst, it 
protects pedophile 
priests and fuels 
extremists who 
kill in God’s name. 
It also embold-
ens the smallest 
minds among us 
who traffic in hate but declare 
themselves messengers of the 
Messiah.

Baptist minister Fred Phelps 
travels the country to protest 
funerals for our men and women 
killed in battle. Phelps and his 
fellow misanthropes hold up 
signs that read “Thank God for 
dead soldiers” and “God hates 
homosexuals.”

Earlier this month, a small-
time minister named Terry 
Jones ignited international out-
rage after he threatened to burn 
copies of the Quran.

There’s a lot of hand-wringing 
among journalists over mak-
ing this obscure and ridiculous 
man the biggest headline on the 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. 
Too often, we navigate by the 
compass of the outliers, cover-
ing people and events we would 
have ignored before blogs and 
24-hour cable. But after Gen. 
David Petraeus announced he 

was worried about the safety of 
our military overseas, we could 
not ignore Jones.

Unexpected good came from 
this coverage. Calls for tolerance 
and understanding launched 
tough conversations in congre-
gations and in backyards across 
America. Sales of the Quran 
spiked on Amazon.com.

Still, recent events make it no 
longer possible for me to dismiss 
outright atheists’ objections to 
religion. My faith hasn’t fal-
tered, but I admit to occasional 
struggles on that front. I blame 
myself, not God. To paraphrase 
my friend the Rev. Dr. Bob 
Gross, God is like a light bulb. 
If all you see are shadows, look 
around.

Bob was born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and raised in Queens. 
He served in the Navy for four 
years and then worked for the 
celebrated Riverside Church in 
Manhattan while he attended 
seminary in the mid-1990s.

For the past 10 years, he has 
been pastor of the mostly blue-
collar congregation of Lake 
Avenue United Church of Christ 
in Elyria, Ohio.

He feels called to the heart-
land. “The salt’s gotta leave the 
shaker,” he said. “I could live 
in New York or Boston and be 
surrounded by people who look 
and think like me, or I could 
go where the congregation was 
diverse in its ideas and beliefs.”

Bob has a gift for connecting a 
wide smattering of dots. His dis-
sertation mined the traditions 
of African-American churches 
for ways to reach white working-
class Christians. I called him to 
talk about how Christians like 
me are fighting despair over 
charlatans’ attempts to hijack 
our faith.

“We’re all born children of 
God,” he said. “We’re not born 

Christians, Muslims or Jews. 
How we understand our relation-
ship to God is different, from 
you to me to the imam down the 
street to the rabbi across town. 
And we’ve gotten good at point-
ing out our differences, includ-
ing among Christians.”

Last Sunday, Bob asked his 
congregation to make a chart 
of the phases of their lives, one 
decade at a time, by answering 
these questions:

1) What was going on in your 
life?

2) Who were the important 
people in your life?

3) Where was God in your life? 
Did you find God in your faith 
community? On your walks in 
the park? In the pages of a novel 
you were reading?

Bob suspected that, like him, 
most of his fellow worshippers 
could find evidence of God in the 
people around them.

“When I look at the highs and 
lows in my own life, there were 
always people who represented 
God,” he said. “They walked 
with me through the most dif-
ficult times and celebrated with 
me on the mountaintop.”

Bob’s reflections reminded 
me of a Sunday morning in 1988 
when I showed up at a black 
church in Cleveland. I was a 
reporter full of questions but 
left with answers I didn’t know 
I needed until I heard the gospel 
choir sing, “You’re the only Je-
sus that some will ever know.”

Or as my mother used to say: 
Don’t talk your faith. Live it.

And when in doubt, look 
around.

Connie Schultz is a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning columnist for The 
Plain Dealer in Cleveland and an 
essayist for Parade magazine.
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I
f a summit of U.S. and Mexican border gover-
nors takes place and only one governor from 
the United States attends, is it still a bi-nation-
al conference? No, this isn’t a reformulation 

of the metaphysical question about a tree falling 
in the forest. It actually happened — or didn’t hap-
pen.

The 28th gathering of the leaders of the four U.S. 
and six Mexican border states was to take place this 
year. But in a sign of just how toxic trans-border is-
sues have become, New Mexico Gov. Bill Richard-
son was the only U.S. governor to actually attend 
the recent meeting. And he was the host, although 
he wasn’t supposed to play that role.

The conference was scheduled to take place in Ar-
izona. But after Arizona enacted its controversial 
state immigration law, the six Mexican governors 
refused to attend. When Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer 
cancelled the conference, Richardson offered to be 
the substitute host.

The Mexican governors agreed to go to New Mex-
ico. But Brewer boycotted the conference. And in a 
misguided show of solidarity with Brewer, Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry refused to attend. California Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger also skipped the confer-
ence due to ongoing efforts to address his state’s 
budget crisis.

These summits have been productive in the past, 
leading to cross-border agreements on a broad 
range of issues. Beyond immigration, Mexican and 
U.S. leaders still have plenty to talk about, from an 
ongoing trade dispute to the growing threat of nar-
coterrorism.

It would have been better for everyone had the 
conference gone on as scheduled. The Mexican 
governors could have made a much more persua-
sive statement about SB 1070 to the people of Ari-
zona in Phoenix than they did by boycotting and 
going to Santa Fe.

But once the venue moved to New Mexico, it was 
in the interest of Texas for its governor to be pres-
ent. Perry may have scored some partisan political 
points by staying away, but that’s small consolation 
when Texas exports to Mexico are falling victim to 
a trade war and bullets from drug cartel gunmen 
are landing on this side of the border.

The express-News

saN aNToNio

Perry’s no-show
at border summit
damages texas
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a small prayer

We have personal power at our fingertips, 
Lord, when we walk with You.

Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

e.J.
dionne



In a hurry to get 
to work, the man 
skidded to a stop 
after his truck 

barely missed the dark 
blob in the road.  As the 
dust started to settle 
after his abrupt brak-

ing, he 
waited for 
the traffic 
behind 
him to 
pass.  Ap-
parently, 
those 
drivers 
had not 
seen it.

 Mak-
ing a 
U-turn, he 
slowly ap-

proached the dark gray 
bundle of feathers. At 
first, he had thought 
it was another clod of 
dried mud left behind 
by construction work-
ers. Only at the last 
second had he realized 
it was some kind of bird 
struggling to rise from 
the asphalt.

 With the distant 
traffic lights halting 
the next wave of trucks 
and cars, he hurried to 
remove whatever it was 
from the onslaught of 
vehicles. As his hands 
gathered the squirming 
being, he tried to brush 
some of the road’s grit 
and dust from its soft, 
thick plumage. For this 
effort, defensively, it 
pecked him numerous 
times.

 Even for such a small 
bird, its short, pointed 
bill encouraged the 
man to look for any-
thing to contain it other 
than his hands. An old 
jacket stuffed behind 
the seats would have to 
do until he could get a 
box.

 As he placed the bird 
on the soft inner lining 
of the coat, the man 
took one last look at its 
head. His attention had 
been drawn to its deep 
yellow, or golden eyes.

 Telling me he would 
deliver the bird to 
Parks & Wildlife in 
Midland, the man 
emphasized repeatedly 

the slim, black bill and 
colorful eyes. “The rest 
of the bird is shades of 
gray. It hardly weighs 
anything,” he added.

 We knew it was a 
grebe with our first 
glance inside the car-
rier. Dependent upon 
water for every facet of 
its existence, the bird 
had probably mistaken 
the roadway’s sheen 
for a pond during late 
evening. Joined by 
webbing, its lobed toes 
needed the surface of 
a lake or other body of 
water to push against 
as it gained enough 
momentum for flight. 
Having landed on the 
pavement, it could not 
become airborne again.

 With its legs placed 
closer to the rear of its 
body, the bird would 
have a difficult time 

standing or walking. 
Yet this physique had 
two notable attributes. 
It enabled the grebe 
to be an underwater 
swimming marvel, and 
in the air, it could steer 
by extending its feet 
backward.

 Since the man had 
described its lack of 
heft, we placed it on our 
scale. Feathers and all, 
it weighed a mere four 
and a half ounces.

 In our bathtub, the 
grebe readily proved it 
could swim and dive. 
Only circumstances 
had brought it to us 
rather than to a nightly 
haven.

 Confirming that it 
was neither an eared or 
pied-billed grebe, that 
we had often handled, 
we were delighted to 
have a least grebe.

 What puzzled us 
was why a water bird 
known to frequent the 
lower Rio Grande Val-
ley and coastal areas 
had been discovered in 
Odessa. Also known to 
be in the southernmost 
parts of California, and 
Arizona, the bird was 
often called a Mexican 
or border grebe.

 Soon our guest left 
the roadway’s dirt on 
the bottom of the tub. 
Still in its breeding 
plumage, the crown 
of its head and chin 
were blackish, while 
its head, short neck 
and upper parts were a 
darker gray. Its lower 
body was lighter. After 
some hurried preening 
and fluffing of feathers, 
it looked more present-
able.

 By the time we 

reached an area lake, 
the grebe was well 
groomed for its depar-
ture.

As I lowered it toward 
the water, its legs and 
feet moved in anticipa-
tion. Paddling a short 
distance, it dove be-
neath the surface.

 Knowing it was feast-
ing on aquatic insects 
and very small fish, we 
waited. 

Twenty seconds later, 
it reappeared much 
farther away. Repeat-
ing this routine, it was 
nearly out of sight by 
the time we decided to 
leave.

 Perhaps that evening, 
the bird would continue 
its journey. 

Not capable of the 
long migrations of 
most waterfowl, the 
least grebe was known 

to relocate within its 
southern territorial 
lakes and ponds. Maybe 
it could find enough 
stock tanks, lakes and 
even bar ditches filled 
with rain to insure its 
arrival.

 During the next 
breeding season, it 
would assist its mate 
in building a nest of 
decaying plants and 
mud that was secured 
to underwater growth. 
Sharing the duties of in-
cubation and carrying 
its young on its back, 
the least grebe would 
once again renew its 
avian obligations.

 
Bebe McCasland is au-

thor of The Scoop from 
Bird Poop. She is feder-
ally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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Bird Poop: A grebe visits West Texas
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In flight, the least grebe has a white patch on its flight feathers.  The smallest of grebes found in the United States, the secre-
tive waterfowl spends most of its time in or under water.  Although its chicks are capable of swimming and diving soon after 
hatching, most enjoy the free ride given on the backs of their parents.

Gloria Stuart, ‘Titanic’ co-star, dies at 100
LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— Gloria Stuart, the 
1930s Hollywood lead-
ing lady who years 
later became the oldest 
Academy Award acting 
nominee for her role as 
the spunky survivor in 
“Titanic,” has died. She 
was 100.

Stuart died of respi-
ratory failure Sunday 
night at her Los Ange-
les home, her daughter, 
Sylvia Thompson, said 
Monday. The actress 
had been diagnosed 
with lung cancer five 
years ago and had beat-
en breast cancer about 
20 years ago, Thompson 
said.

“She did not believe 
in illness. She paid 
no attention to it, and 
it served her well,” 
Thompson said. “She 

had a great life. I’m not 
sad. I’m happy for her.”

In her youth, Stuart 
was a blond beauty who 
starred in B pictures 
as well as some higher-
profile ones such as 
“The Invisible Man,” 
Busby Berkeley’s “Gold 
Diggers of 1935” and two 
Shirley Temple movies, 
“Poor Little Rich Girl” 
and “Rebecca of Sun-
nybrook Farm.” But by 
the mid-1940s she had 
retired.

She resumed acting 
in the 1970s, doing oc-
casional television and 
film work, including Pe-

ter O’Toole’s 1982 come-
dy “My Favorite Year.” 
But Stuart’s later career 
would have remained 
largely a footnote if 
James Cameron had not 
chosen her for his 1997 
epic about the doomed 
luxury liner that struck 
an iceberg and sank on 
its maiden voyage in 
1912.

Stuart co-starred 
as Rose Calvert, the 

101-year-old survivor 
played by Kate Winslet 
as a young woman. Both 
earned Oscar nomina-
tions, Winslet as best 
actress and Stuart as 
supporting actress.

“I am so saddened to 
hear of the loss of this 
remarkable woman,” 
Winslet said. “I feel 
blessed to have met her, 
known her and to have 
acted alongside her. 

Anyone who spent time 
in her presence will 
know what an extraor-
dinary shining light she 
truly was. She will be 
deeply missed.”

Cameron wanted an 
actress who was “still 
viable, not alcoholic, 
rheumatic or falling 
down,” Stuart once said. 
Then in her mid-80s, 
Stuart endured hours 
in the makeup chair so 

she could look 15 years 
older. 

“The sparkle in her 
eye was as bright at her 
hundredth birthday par-
ty as it was when I first 
met her in 1996, and, 
I’m sure, as it was when 
she was a silver screen 
star in the early 30’s or 
a young girl running 
through the orange or-
chards of Santa Monica 
in 1920,” Cameron sai.
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A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America
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Sports in brief
Big Spring Quarterback Club

The club meets every Monday at 7 p.m. All par-

ents of football players 7th through 12th grade are 

encouraged to attend. For more information, call 

Denise Carrillo at 816-1685. 

Over 80 2-man scramble 
Gaines County Golf Course is hosting an over 

80 2-man scramble Oct. 23 and 24. The combined 
aged of the team must equal 80 or older. The start-
ing times are 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. and the entry fee is 
$80 per player plus the cart. The entry fee includes 
lunch on Oct. 23. Call 758-3808 to sign up.

Relieved Cowboys go into bye
IRVING (AP) — A 1-2 record has 

never looked so good for the Dallas 
Cowboys.

It is certainly much better than 
the doomsday mood that could have 
engulfed the Cowboys for two weeks 
without that victory going into their 
bye weekend.

“Obviously we were off track, but 
I think it did give us some spark for 
us to win that game,” offensive guard 
Leonard Davis said in a still-subdued 
locker room Monday, a day after win-
ning 27-13 at Houston. “Yeah, there is 
some sense of relief.”

The Cowboys avoided their first 0-3 
start since 2001, and their first three-
game losing streak under coach Wade 
Phillips, by finally Sunday looking 
like the team that went into this sea-
son expected to be one of the NFC’s 
best.

Dallas had a turnover-free game on 
offense, with Tony Romo throwing 
two touchdown passes to oft-criticized 
receiver Roy Williams. The defense 
had four sacks and finally forced 

some turnovers for the first time this 
season, with two interceptions and a 
fumble recovery.

“It’s a relief, it’s excitement, it’s all 
in one,” safety Gerald Sensabaugh 
said. “It’s great to see us our team 
play like that. We did great in all three 
phases. We put up a lot of points, had 
a lot of stops, played some sound foot-
ball.”

Last season, the Cowboys went into 
the bye week after a 26-20 overtime 
victory at then-winless Kansas City. 
That made Dallas 3-2 instead of 2-3 
for an extra week. The Cowboys won 
five of their next six games after their 
break and went on to win the NFC 
East title.

This time, they avoided being win-
less for an extended period.

“Obviously you feel better going 
into a week after you get a win,” Mar-
cus Spears said. “At the end of the 
day, you’re 1-2. That’s not the pretti-
est record, but it’s a step in the right 
direction.”

Despite two losses, the Cowboys are 

within one game of NFC East-leading 
Philadelphia (2-1) while division foes 
Washington and the New York Giants 
are also 1-2. There are still 13 games 
left in the regular season.

The victory for the Cowboys came 
after some inspirational words the 
night before the game from special 
teams coach Joe DeCamillis, who is 
still recovering from the broken neck 
he sustained when the Cowboys’ prac-
tice facility collapsed during a rookie 
minicamp in May 2009.

“I wasn’t big on speeches last week, 
but Joe D was talking about when the 
facility collapsed and he was under 
the rubble and he had to make a deci-
sion whether he wanted to live or die. 
He didn’t want to die. He basically 
had to do whatever he could to live,” 
Sensabaugh said. “He made the game 
situation like that. We are 0-2, we are 
falling behind and if wanted to live 
we had to go out there and play like 
we wanted to. We had a lot of guys 
playing with a lot of fire. ... We were a 
totally different team .”

DeCamillis delivered his speech to 
special teams players, though coach 
Wade Phillips said that incorporates 
most everybody on the team.

All the players know what hap-
pened to DeCamillis, but his passion-
ate words Saturday night were the 
first time many of them had heard it 
so personally from the coach.

“When he talked about it, it reso-
nated because you knew his story, 
you knew what happened. He gave it 
to us real and just how he felt,” Spears 
said. “You can relate it to something 
like football, because this game, a lot 
of it is like life, about perseverance, 
coming back from tough times, stick-
ing together with teammates. ... It was 
amazing to here him say that.”

Phillips said DeCamillis gets the 
players “riled up” every week and 
that sometimes even owner Jerry 
Jones sits in on those special teams 
meetings “just to get motivated.”

Still, Phillips said this time was a 
bit different because it was so much 
more personal.

HERALD Photo/Tony Claxton

Taylor Seaton, left, and Diamond Mayes team up on a block during one 
of the Big Spring volleyball team’s matches this season. After sweeping 
Sweetwater to open District 5-3A play, the Lady Steers are on the road 
again against Snyder at 6 p.m. in Snyder.  The freshman and junior varsity 
teams play at 5 p.m.

Smoak, Pauley lead 
Mariners past Rangers

ARLINGTON (AP) — 
The Seattle Mariners 
are getting a late-season 
glimpse of their future.

Justin Smoak hom-
ered and had three hits, 
fellow rookie David 
Pauley pitched six ef-
fective innings, and the 
Mariners edged the AL 
West champion Texas 
Rangers 7-5 on Monday 
night.

The Mariners, who 
fell out of the race with 
a 16-28 start, had five 
rookies in the lineup 
auditioning for roles on 
next year’s team.

“Looking at our kids 
and going forward, 
what can we expect out 
of them, you want to 
see some consistency 
and this is what we’re 
going to get,” Mariners 
interim manager Daren 
Brown said.

Pauley (4-8) allowed 
two runs and eight hits, 
struck out three and 
walked two.

Entering Monday 
night’s start, the Mari-
ners had scored only 18 
runs this season in Pau-
ley’s first 13 starts. This 
time, his teammates 
provided him with six 
runs.

“That helps a lot,” 
Pauley said. “That 
gives you an opportuni-
ty to sit back a little bit, 
you’ve got a little cush-
ion to work the plate a 

little more instead of 
trying to be too fine. In 
those situations, that’s 
when you get hurt.”

Brandon League 
pitched a perfect ninth 
for his fifth save in 11 
chances.

Smoak, traded to the 
Mariners by the Rang-
ers on July 9 in the deal 
that sent left-hander 
Cliff Lee to Texas, hit a 
towering three-run shot 
to left in the fifth off C.J. 
Wilson (14-8) that ex-
tended Seattle’s lead to 
6-1.

Smoak struggled in 
his initial go around 
with the Mariners and 
was sent to Triple-A 
Tacoma. He helped the 
Raniers win the Pacific 
Coast League champi-
onship with a .438 bat-
ting average in eight 
playoff games, then was 
recalled by the Mari-
ners on Sept. 18.

Smoak enjoyed his 
first trip to Texas since 
he was traded.

“It’s always satisfying 
no matter who it is, but 
against them, yes it’s 
satisfying, but it’s base-
ball and we’ve got an-
other game tomorrow,” 
Smoak said. “...I’m 
proud of (the Rangers) 
for what they’ve accom-
plished this year and 
we’ve got to look for-
ward to the future and 
keep playing hard and 

keep playing well and 
hopefully next year this 
club will be able to do 
that.”

Rangers manager 
Ron Washington said 
he wasn’t surprised at 
Smoak’s production. 
Smoak was one of Tex-
as’ top prospects, but 
to get Lee, the Rangers 
had to part with some of 
their best young talent.

“We always saw po-
tential in Smoak. ... We 
know he’s gonna be a 
good player,” Wash-
ington said. “He’s still 
young. He got us.”

Nelson Cruz’s three-
run homer in the sev-
enth off Anthony Var-
varo pulled the Rangers 
within 6-5.

But Seattle loaded 
the bases in the eighth 
and Franklin Gutierrez 
raced home from third 
on Pedro Strop’s wild 
pitch to make it 7-5.

Vladimir Guerrero 
added his 29th homer 
for Texas, which had 
its three-game winning 
streak snapped.

Before the game, the 
Rangers raised the AL 
West championship flag 
after clinching their 
first division title since 
1999 on Saturday in 
Oakland.

Washington had most 
of his regulars back in

See RANGERS, Page 12

DALLAS (AP) — Dirk Now-
itzki would have listened if 
LeBron James or Dwyane 
Wade asked him to join them 
in Miami.

Since they didn’t, he never 
seriously considered leaving 
the Dallas Mavericks.

“I wanted to weigh my op-
tions a little bit, but there 
was not much weighing to 
do,” Nowitzki said Monday. 
“This is where I was at, this 
is where I wanted to be, re-
ally. This is where my heart 
is at, so it was a really easy 
decision in the end.”

Nowitzki never had a news 

conference after signing a 
four-year contract worth 
around $80 million, so his ap-
pearance at media day was 
both a chance to look back 
and to look forward.

He’ll open his 13th training 
camp Tuesday already the 
most accomplished player in 
franchise history with every 
meaningful career feat, an 
MVP award and an appear-

ance in the finals. He’s also 
the lone constant in a streak 
of 10 straight 50-win seasons.

However, he’s also in jeop-
ardy of becoming one of those 
great players who never win 
a championship, and that’s 
what drives him.

That’s why South Beach 
might’ve been enticing.

“It obviously would have 
been something I had to think 

about very hard,” Nowitzki 
said. “My goal is a champi-
onship and obviously that 
would’ve been a nice option to 
have. But it never happened 
so I didn’t have to think about 
it.”

Nowitzki turned 32 this 
summer, so he knew his first 
time on the open market also 
was “the last time I was going 
to be a free agent when it mat-

tered in my career.”
But there weren’t any con-

tenders missing only a 7-foot-
er who likes to shoot from the 
perimeter. And because of 
his championship obsession, 
he wasn’t interested in going 
to the highest bidder.

“It wouldn’t have felt right 
to put another uniform on,” 
Nowitzki said. “The fans, ev-
erybody here have been so 
loyal to me the last 12 years, it 
would have felt like running 
away a little bit, in a way. So 
I’m here for the long run —

See MAVS, Page 12

Nowitzki on Dallas Mavericks: ‘This is where my heart is’
“I wanted to weigh my options a little bit, but there was not much weighing to do. 
This is where I was at, this is where I wanted to be, really.” 

Dirk Nowitzki on free agency,
 Dallas Mavericks
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Announcements
**************************

WOODEN PALLETS ONLY in 
back of Big Spring Herald 
Building (710 Scurry) FREE to 
anyone willing to take them.  
**************************

Help Wanted
ARE  YOU   looking   for   a 
Rewarding Career in Nursing & 
a Great working Environment? 
If so Parkview Nursing and 
Rehab is looking for you. Now 
accepting  applications  for 
Certified Nurse Aids 10p-6a 
shift. If you are not certified we 
will send the right   applicant 
to   class   to become certified. 
Apply  in  person at 3200 Park-
way or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

Assistant Manager/Collector
Security Finance is now taking 
applications. We offer benefits, 
competitive pay, and advance-
ment opportunities. Apply in 
person at 501 E. 3rd. 

CROSSROADS HOSPICE is 
hiring for the position of RN
(PT/FT). Hospice experience 
is preferred, but will train. Fax 
resume to Debbie Read @ 
(432)263-5301 or come by 421 
South Main St..

Help Wanted
DIETARY ASSISTANT needed 
for evening shift. Great working 
environment and competitive 
pay. You may apply in person 
at Parkview Nursing and 
Rehab located at 3200 Park-
way or you may apply on line 
at www.parkviewnursing.net

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

I Used To Be Over Weight
then I discovered these secret 
products now I'm where you 

want to be. visit
www.betrim4ever.com

MAINTENANCE PERSON/ 
HANDYMAN. Must have some 
knowledge  of carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical & painting. 
Apply in person, 2008 Birdwell 
Lane. 432-263-6514.

PIZZA INN 
NOW HIRING WAIT STAFF. 
GOOD PERSONALITY A 
MUST. MUST BE AVAILABLE 
TO WORK DAYS, NIGHTS, & 
WEEKENDS. APPLY IN PER-
SON AT 1702 GREGG.

Help Wanted
PARKPLACE RETIREMENT
Living is seeking a weekend
Resident  Clerk. This position 
is shift work from 8:00am to 
4:30pm, on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Duties include facili-
tating activities, light cleaning, 
assisting in during meal times, 
etc. Must be able to multitask 
and be active. Apply in person 
at 501 W. 17th Street.

RUSTY'S OILFIELD Service In 
Stanton    has    immediate 
openings    for    roustabout 
pushers and helpers. Must 
have   valid   drivers     license.
Apply in person at 3327 W I20 
in Stanton. 432-756-2821.

SCALE CLERK Needed. Must 
be able to use computer. Good 
pay, must be reliabel & have 
transporation. Call 
(432)263-2261. Fill out applica-
tion at 204 Coop Gin Road.

SHIPPING/RECEIVING 
CLERK

Great opportunity in Big 
Spring! Forklift   experience 
required, some lifting, must 
have computer experience with 
both Excel and E-mail.
Call Kelly Services at 
432-689-9801. Never an appli-
cant Fee. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for new team members. Full & 
Part time employees needed. 
Apply in person at any Shell 
Star Stop in Big Spring. Drug 
Free Environment.

Help Wanted
SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

UNITED STATES Infrastruc-
ture Corporation (USIC) is one 
of the nations fastest growing 
Underground Utility Locating 
Companies.  Daytime, full time 
positions  are  available 
throughout the Big Spring area. 
Overtime may be required.
LOCATORS ARE GIVEN:
100% Paid Training
Company Truck 
All Truck Expenses Paid
Advancement Opportunities 
available. We promote from 
within the company. Medical, 
Dental and Life Insurance. Paid 
holidays, Paid Vacations, 
401(k), Tuition Reimbursement
QUALIFICATIONS:

Help Wanted
Must have recent experience 
working outside. Must be able 
to work outdoors in all types of 
weather conditions. Must be 
computer proficient. Must be 
available to work overtime and 
some weekends (as needed). 
HS Diploma or GED required. 
Clean driving record and back-
ground check required. 

To apply please visit 
https://usic.greatjob.net

Instructional
PIANO LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)270-7874

Items for Sale
SATURDAY, October 2

Opening 9am 
American Limestone has stone 
panels, edges & pieces at a 
great price. Corner of 1st Ave 
and Wright Ave. Southeast 
side of Air Park.

Jobs Wanted
PROFESSIONAL TILE LAYER

10 yr. Experience
Custom Bathrooms & Kitchens

Nothing Too Big or Small
Have pictures & references

call for estimate
432-466-1616

Miscellaneous
2000 BAYLINER Ski Boat, 
Mercury 90 HP, 16 foot, low 
hours, $4,500.00. Can be seen 
at 1305 Scurry. Call 
432-213-0733.

On the Farm
AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1st 
Good Quality Leafy Green 
Peanut Hay. In one ton square 
bails. Can be picked up in field 
or full truck delivery. Call Logan 
Farms (432)847-9148 or 
(432)758-6163.

SMALL SQUARE Bale Alfalfa 
Hay.  Fertilized  every other 
cutting.  $6.00 a Square.  If you 
would like round bales- $60.00. 
Please call (432)756-2821 
Stanton.

Pets
TWO TOY POODLES- Full 
Blood & Registered (Solid 
Black). Born Sept. 4th, Ready 
Oct. 17th. Very Playful. 
$450.00. Call (432)263-8791 or 
263-3600.

Real Estate for Rent
1011 WEST 4th A Retail/Shop. 
Water Paid. $300/$300. 
(432)213-2319.

1011 WEST 4th B 40X25 
Shop/Storage, overhead door. 
$300/$300. 432-213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent

107 E. 25th- 3 bdrm, 1 bath, 
Central Air, W/D, stove, refrig-
erator, hardwood floors. 
$750.00 month $750.00 dep. 
References Required. Call 
432-213-2319.

1220 EAST 16th Place. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, New paint and 
carpet. $750. Month + deposit. 
No HUD. No Bills Paid. Avail-
able October 1st.. 
(432)267-2296.

1700 SCURRY- Great Retail 
Location, app 2000 sq. ft. 
Hardwood floors, parking 
$1000/$1000. References Re-
quired. 432-213-2319.

2606 CHANUTE Drive, 3 bdrm, 
1-1/2 bath, fenced yard, CH/A. 
$785. month, $500. deposit. 
One Year Lease Required. No 
indoor pets.  Call 
(432)770-5656 Owner/ Broker.

2607 ALBROOK- 3 Bdrm, 1 
bath. Total Electric with some 
appliances. New carpet. No 
Pets. App. Required. $575.00 
per month plus deposit. Call 
(432)213-1722.

403 GALVESTON 75x50 
Shop/Warehouse  with large 
fenced yard. $750/$750. Call 
(432)213-2319.

405 GALVESTON 2 bedroom, 
central air, stove, refrigerator. 
All ceramic tile floors. Water 
Paid. $500/$500. References 
Required. (432)213-2319.

APT: 1 Bdrm, Spacious, wood 
floors, stove, fridge, Central 
Air. $465 mo., $400 deposit. 
Utilities separate.  Jose 
(469)878-4967.

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

RN Case Manager needed for our expanding 
Home Health Agency. Must have current Texas 
license and one year experience as an RN. Full 
time position, Monday thru Friday, some week-

Human Resources
Medical Arts Hospital

2200 N. Bryan Ave.
Lamesa, Texas 79331

www.medicalartshospital.org/about/careers

213685

We Can Save 
You Money By Advertising

Your Business In Our
Professional 

Service Directory! Call 
263-7331

for more information.
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JOB FAIR
Wednesday, Sept. 29th

8am – 5pm
MCM Elegante

5200 East University
Odessa, TX 79762

(432) 368-5885

Please bring two forms of 
identification to Job Fair

Now Hiring:
Drillers

Derrickhands
Motorhands

Floorhands

Precision Drilling strives to provide 
equal employment and advancement 
opportunities to all individuals.

www.precisiondrilling.com

Looking for

Toughnecks
 Are You 

Tough 
Enough?
Precision Drilling is currently 
seeking smart, professional, 
strong, committed, resourceful 
and high performing individuals 
for our West Texas/Mid-
Continent operations. If you 
have what it takes, join our 
team today.

Please complete an application 
online prior to attending the job 
fair at:

www.toughnecks.com
Precision Drilling, an 
international Oil & Gas Drilling 
Company, is a leading provider 
of safe, efficient and innovative 
contract drilling, well servicing 
and strategic support services. 
We offer competitive salaries 
and a robust offering of 
benefits, including medical, 
dental, vision, life insurance, 
401(k), and more.

38486    09/26/10
Big Spring Herald
2 Col (3.792”) x 2”
PMc

HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS

• Licensed Vocational Nurse • Cook
• Certified Nurse Aide • Dietary Aide
We offer competitive wages and benefits are available. If you are a person 
committed to providing quality care please apply in person or fax resume to:

Stanton Nursing and Rehabilitation, L.P.
1100 West Broadway • Stanton, TX 79782
Phone: 432-756-2841   Fax: 432-756-2190

For other job opportunities please visit: 
www.daybreakventure.com 

EOE
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES

FENCES

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ENTRY DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Remodeling • Contractor

Repaired/Remodeled
Refinishing

Kitchen & Bath Specialist

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD                                 267-5811

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

 LAWN SERVICE

20
58

91

Mowing • Weedeating
Hauling • Tilling

• Hedging • Trees Trimmed
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 LAWN SERVICE

J & J Lawn Service
    *Tree Trimming
    * Edging
    * Weedeating
    * Light Hauling
    * Mowing

20
65
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Very Reasonable Rates
Call Today!!

(432) 213-3856

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

LAWN SERVICE
Green Leaf Properties

Lawn and Tree Service
General lawn maintenance • Pruning &

Stump removal • Acreage • Lots
Easements • Light & Heavy Hauling

Residential & Commercial
Phone: (432) 213-0556    Email: glproperties247@gmail.com

21
20

64

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

20
93
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LAWN SERVICE

Impressive
Lawn Service

"A Cut Above The Rest"
Residential &

Commercial Jobs
Licensed & Insured

Cell: 432-213-7358
Email: Impressivelawnservice@yahoo.com

Big Spring, TX 79720

20
75

23

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

HORSE TRAINING

Byron Pope
Cutting Horses & Training Stables

(432) 524-6226 Res.
(432) 230-2236 Cell

* Breaking * Training
* Showing

RANCH HORSE COMPETITION

21
20

52

AC & HEATING

212093

Honest Air 
Honest Repair for home and office air

Owner
Dan Thomas

3509 NE Hwy. 350
Big Spring, Texas 79720

phone: 
432-816-9620    •    432-270-0390

TACLA2798IC
dthomas_152@hotmail.com

Fully insured business

 METAL BUILDING

21
13

44

METAL 
SOLUTIONS

Specializing in
Commercial Buildings,

Custom Barns or 
Work Shops.

Call Today for Free Quote
(432) 816-4372

PEST CONTROL

21
20

24

Spider Be Gone Systems
The misting system eliminates 

Spiders, Scorpions, Flies, 
Mosquitoes, Dirt Daubers, Wasps, 
Gnats, Fleas, Ticks, Centipedes, 

Ants, Roaches & More.
Guaranteed to work.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call 1-866-234-4751

Dry Land Pest Control
www.spiderbegone.com

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 PLUMBING

Expert Plumbing 
and

Drain Cleaning 
Service

Call

(432) 270-3911
M-36107

20
82
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FOUNDATION REPAIR

1ST
CHOICE

Over 40
Years Experience

We Have a Lifetime Transferable Warranty
SLAB REPAIR • PIER AND BEAM REPAIR

PLUMBING REPAIRS • VA AND FHA APPROVED
Free Estimates to Home Owners

HOUSE LEVELING

Lubbock,TX
806-795-9767

212665

PLUMBING

Hyatt Plumbing
432-267-5464
432-466-4700

211879

Mark Hyatt (owner)
M-16752

GARAGE DOORS

212062

Colorado City, TX
325-728-0824

Big Country Overhead Door
Residential and Commercial 

Doors & Openers
Spring Replacement & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
20 Years Experience
NO TRIP CHARGE

Your authorized Wayne Dalton Dealer

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

SALON

Cuts, Colors & Pedicures

By: Jenna Petersen
Stylist

COLOR ME BEAUTIFUL
SALON

1907 Birdwell Ln.
(432) 263-0000

for appts.
212050

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 55 Yrs.

21
11

35
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Tomorrow’s HoroscopeReal Estate for Rent
BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
1903 Gregg Street. Recently 
Remodeled. $500.00 Month, 
$500.00 deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

CRESTVIEW TERRACE
APARTMENTS

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Under New Management

Large 1& 2 Bdrms 
Security 
HUD OK

DELIGHTFUL REMODELED 
walk-in/      sit-down      shower. 
1 Bdrm plus office/guest room. 
Good neighbors, trees, nice 
yards, porch, patio, fenced. 
$450.00. 600 Block Runnels. 
Non smoking or pets. Credit 
qualify. (432)270-0707 Broker.

FAMILY URGENTLY seeking 
to rent affordable 3 bdrm. City 
or country home in Stanton, 
Greenwood, Big Spring area. 
One older family pet. Job trans-
ferred to area start Monday. 
(325)763-9085. 
FURNISHED /UNFURNISHED
2 & 3-Bdrm houses available. 
Recently remodeled with appli-
ances. Short-term or long-term 
lease available. Please call 
(432)816-4396 for information 
&/or showing.

PONDEROSA APARTMENT
Now Leasing 
1 & 2 Bdrms

Pools & covered parking
No application fees
Senior Discounts

All Bill Paid
1425 East 6th Street

(432)263-6319

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring).  $250  month, $250 
deposit     &   1   year   lease 
required. Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Efficiency 

1 & 2 Bedroom
3/1 & 3/2 Bedroom

AVAILABLE
FREE FITNESS CENTER
COMMUNITY GARDEN

PETS WELCOMED
3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

*Varies Discounts
*HUD accepted

TLC Prop. Mgmt., LLC.
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Homes

Call (432)264-6337 for 
Affordable Specials
or pick up a Flyer at 

406 Runnels 
next to Bridge Stone Tires.

Real Estate for Sale
2607 CARLETON, $62,500. 
Owner Finance with 10% 
down. 3 Bdrm, 2 bath. Call 
(432)816-6748.

Real Estate for Sale
2715 CENTRAL 3/2 with shop 
owner will finance $99,500 with 
10% down. Payments $865 
monthly. Call 432-266-1212 or 
432-631-8100.

8701 EAST Moss Lake Rd.. 
Newly Remodled, 3 Bedroom, 
3 Bathroom, Large walk-in 
closet in master suite, Mature 
trees and lawns. White brick, 
metal roof. C/HA. Coahoma 
ISD. Close to Moss Lake. 1.3 
acres fenced horse pen, water 
well, city water available. Seri-
ous inquirires only. 
(432)270-3011, (432)466-9408.

BY OWNER: 1613 Indian Hills 
1987 sq. feet, 3 bdrm, 2-1/2 
bath, 2 living areas w/fireplace, 
Bonus     Room-     Recently 
Remodeled, 2 car garage, big 
storage  shop  in back. 
$152,500.. Call (432)213-2681.

BY OWNER: 3 Bdrm, 2 living 
area, CH/A,  plus extra lot. 
$58K OBO. House is in Big 
Spring. Serious Buyers Only 
(940)300-3225 ask for Norma.

HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our website 
www.flmanufactured
homes.com

NEW 3BDR/ 2bath on half acre 
lot. Forsan ISD, $3975 down, 
$588 a month. WAC. 
432-517-0062.

OWNER FINANCE
OPPORTUNITY!
605 Abrams 2/1

Easy terms-
Down Pymt required
Call 325-277-4923

OWNER FINANCE
OPPORTUNITY!

Nice 3 Bdrm 2 bath CH/A
Easy terms-

Down Pymt required
Call 325-277-4923

Services Offered
*******************************

CLAY’S
HOUSEKEEPING

Very Reasenable Rates
For more information
Call (432)270-7874 

*******************************

Vehicles
MUST SELL!!! 1994 Ford 
F350, 7.3L, $4,200. OBO. and 
1996 Saturn Sport Coupe 
$2,300. OBO. Please call for 
details. (432)528-1737.

sudoku
ANSWERS

2 9 5 3 4 8 6 7 1
8 7 6 2 9 1 3 4 5
1 3 4 6 5 7 8 2 9
3 6 8 7 1 2 9 5 4
4 5 2 9 6 3 7 1 8
7 1 9 5 8 4 2 6 3
6 4 3 8 7 5 1 9 2
5 8 7 1 2 9 4 3 6
9 2 1 4 3 6 5 8 7

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2009 Nissan
Frontier 

Only 4500 Miles.

2010 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee

18,000 Miles.

2008 Chevrolet
Equinox LT

46K Miles.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

212112

$21,995

$24,995

$21,995

$12,995

$17,995

2007 Envoy Denali
Loaded, Leather.

2003 Yukon
SLT

98,000 One Owner Miles.

Challenges abound
as the sun in Libra
squares off with
Pluto, that far-off
dwarf planet named
for the ruler of the
underworld. Many
will be curious about
the mysterious world
that lies
around
the
corner.
For some,
the
curiosity
drives
them to
make the
turn. For
others, the
mystery is
repellant. Maybe all
fear is fear of the
unknown.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19). It seems
almost unfair the
way it only takes you
a moment to conjure
up an image of your
ideal scenario, but it
can take a lifetime to
bring this imagining
into reality. Don't
worry. Your current
dream won't take
quite as long. 

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20). You have
the ability to plant a
lovely thought in
someone else's
mental landscape.
Put something there
that is conducive to
growing in the
unique conditions of
a friend's world. 

GEMINI (May 21-
June 21). Short
breaks are a good
idea, unless, if given
the choice, you think
there's a chance you
won't come back to

finish your task. You
are on the final
stretch, so don't give
up now.

CANCER (June 22-
July 22).  When you
observe people,
sometimes you can
read what they are
thinking as clearly as
if they were cartoons
with thought bubbles
over their heads.
Today will bring
several such
instances. 

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22). While dealing
with artistic types,
keep in mind that
they can be insecure
and often need a good
deal of praise and
nurturing. Actually,
it helps to remember
this in all of today's
dealings. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22). The most
important job to do is
the one you agreed to
do long ago. It might
not be the most
glamorous job, but
its importance
cannot be argued.
Your future good
fortune springs from
this work.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23). You could
still make your aim,
but if you fall short
of the goal, it won't
be by much. So stay
friendly to yourself.
Anyway, you're
much further along
than you would be if
you hadn't made a
goal at all. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 21). Delayed
reactions are a
normal part of life.
For instance, you
may not even realize
how you feel about
today's events until a
week from now,
when the excitement
has completely blown
over. 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You
are in high gear all
day. Your friends
will regard you as
some kind of
superhero, even
though your tasks
are mostly domestic
and there are no

villains to fight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19). Of course
you want things to
work perfectly at all
times. And yet, it's
when things go
wrong that you will
really shine. People
notice. You will
likely be promoted,
praised and paid for
the way you behave
under pressure. 

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18). Some are
content with the
information they are
given. You like to
know the backstory
of those you come
into contact with. Go
easy on the
questions, though.
You'll learn more
through observation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20). The ones
who have something
to teach you are not
always wearing
classroom-
appropriate clothes
and carrying
textbooks. You'll get
valuable training
from an unlikely
person. 

TODAY'S
BIRTHDAY (Sept.
25). You are in
demand, and it will
take skill to give
everyone the love
and attention they
want from you. You'll
be pampered in
October and will
upgrade important
tools in November. In
January, your
investments are
seeds that you plant
and then leave
unattended. They
grow naturally, and
you'll see your fruits
in August. Cancer
and Taurus people
adore you. Your
lucky numbers are:
50, 21, 25, 14 and 37.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: "I'm a
single father (Aries)
with sole custody of a
6-year-old girl
(Cancer). My ex-wife
has visitation rights
and rarely exercises
them. Yet she
continues to fight me
for custody. I'm being
persecuted by
lawyers and
representatives of the
state. I am an
excellent father who
only wants the best
for his daughter, and
in our case, the best
thing is for her
mother to stay far

away. I'm the one
who should be angry
-- my ex-wife became
a drug addict and left
me for another man.
If she really loved
her daughter like she
professes to, she
would leave us alone.
What should I do to
get my ex-wife off my
back?" 

In this highly
stressful
circumstance, the
best thing for a
hotheaded Aries to
do is get into a
peaceful mode of
operation. It is
unhealthy for you to
carry around this
negativity toward
your ex-wife, and
this will sorely affect
your daughter's self-
esteem, as well as
her future
relationships, as she
picks up on your
anger. Cancer people
are very sensitive!
Find a healthy way
(perhaps with the
help of a therapist) to
deal with your anger.
As you become less
angry, the situation
will clear itself up as
if by magic. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES:
Academy Award-
winner Catherine
Zeta-Jones is a
sharing and caring
Libra. She even
shares her birthday
with husband
Michael Douglas.
They may be 25 years
apart, but these
Libran loves have so
much in common,
including two
children. Libras are
sophisticated and
artistic. They enjoy
an intellectual
connection, prize
friendship and devote
themselves to a
harmonious lifestyle. 

If you would
like to write to
Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com
and click on "Write
the Author" on the
Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her
a postcard in the
mail. To find out
more about Holiday
Mathis and read her
past columns, visit
the Creators
Syndicate Web page
at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2010
CREATORS.COM

By Steve Becker

HHOLIDAYOLIDAY
MMATHISATHIS

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 
with no repeats. That means no number is 
repeated in any row, column or box. 

sudoku
9 3 8 1

9 3 5
5 8 2

6 5 4
9 3

7 1 6
4 3 7

5 7 2
9 4 6 8

www.sudoku-puzzles.net

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.
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Today is Monday, Sept. 27, 
the 270th day of 2010. There are 
95 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Sept. 27, 1939, Warsaw, 
Poland, surrendered after 
weeks of resistance to invading 
forces from Nazi Germany and 
the Soviet Union during World 
War II.

On this date:
In 1540, Pope Paul III issued a 

papal bull establishing the 
Society of Jesus, or Jesuits, as 
a religious order.

In 1779, John Adams was 
named by Congress to negoti-
ate the Revolutionary War’s 
peace terms with Britain.

In 1854, the first great disas-
ter involving an Atlantic Ocean 
passenger vessel occurred 
when the steamship SS Arctic 
sank off Newfoundland; of the 
more than 400 people on board, 
only 86 survived.

In 1928, the United States 
said it was recognizing the 
Nationalist Chinese govern-

ment.
In 1942, Glenn Miller and his 

Orchestra performed together 
for the last time, at the Central 
Theater in Passaic, N.J., prior 
to Miller’s entry into the 
Army.

In 1954, “Tonight!” hosted by 
Steve Allen, made its network 
debut on NBC-TV.

In 1964, the government pub-
licly released the report of the 
Warren Commission, which 
found that Lee Harvey Oswald 
had acted alone in assassinat-
ing President John F. 
Kennedy.

In 1979, Congress gave final 
approval to forming the U.S. 
Department of Education.

In 1985, Hurricane Gloria 
brushed the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina as a Category 3 
storm; it proceeded to head up 
the Atlantic Coast toward New 
England.

In 1994, more than 350 
Republican congressional can-
didates gathered on the steps of 
the U.S. Capitol to sign the 
“Contract with America,” a 
10-point platform they pledged 
to enact if voters sent a GOP 
majority to the House.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
Illinois Sen. Charles Percy is 
91. Actress Jayne Meadows is 

90. Movie director Arthur Penn 
is 88. Actress Sada Thompson 
is 81. Actress Kathleen Nolan is 
77. Actor Wilford Brimley is 76. 
Actor Claude Jarman Jr. is 76. 
Author Barbara Howar is 76. 
Producer Don Cornelius (“Soul 
Train”) is 74. World Golf Hall of 
Famer Kathy Whitworth is 71. 
Singer-musician Randy 
Bachman (Bachman-Turner 
Overdrive) is 67. Rock singer 
Meat Loaf is 63. Actress Liz 
Torres is 63. Actor A Martinez 
is 62. Baseball Hall of Famer 
Mike Schmidt is 61. Actor Cary-
Hiroyuki Tagawa is 60. Rock 
musician Greg Ham (Men At 
Work) is 57. Singer Shaun 
Cassidy is 52. Rock singer 
Stephan (STEE’-fan) Jenkins 
(Third Eye Blind) is 46. 

® 2010 The Associated Press.

 KMID #
 Midland
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 Spanish
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 Odessa
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 Odessa

 KTLE (
 Telemundo
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 Midland

 WTBS +
 Atlanta
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 Odessa
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 Odessa

 DISC 4
 Discovery

 AMC 5
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 SPIKE 6
 Spike TV

 TNT 7
 Atlanta
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 Black Ent.
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 Disney

 ESPN2 <
 Sports

 ESPN =
 Sports

  :AM
 5 :30

Morning Tu Desayuno 
Alegre

Shepherd’s 
Chapel

News Muy Buenos 
Días

Business Married Light (Off Air) The Daily 
Buzz 

Paid Paid Paid Angel BET Inspira-
tion

Chugging Mike and 
Mike in the 
Morning 

SportsCenter 
Good Morn-
ing West 
Texas

CBS 7 Morn-
ing News

News Married Cortes Paid Paid Paid Oso

  :AM
 6 :30

¡Despierta 
América! 
(SS)

Feldick Levántate Saved/ Swallow Arthur Paid Paid Paid Angel Timmy
Life Saved/ Upd Martha Robison Paid Sexy Abs Manny SportsCenter 

  :AM
 7 :30

Good Morn-
ing America 

Copeland The Early 
Show 

Today Saved/ Light of the 
Southwest

Curious J. Meyer Paid Paid Charmed Wendy Wil-
liams

Mickey
Wom Saved/ Cat in the Paid Paid Sexy Mickey

  :AM
 8 :30

Friends Yes, Dear Super Steve Wilkos 
Show

A Haunting Movie: 
Tigerland, 
Clifton Col-
lins Jr. 

CSI: NY Charmed The 
Mo’Nique 

Mickey SportsCenter 
Chris Yes, Dear Dinosaur Manny

  :AM
 9 :30

The 700 
Club 

¿Tiene 
Razón?

The People’s 
Court

Live Regis & 
Kelly

Mi Gorda 
Bella

Prince Enarson Sesame 
Street

Browns A Haunting Texas 
Ranger

Supernatural Chris Oso ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Prince Jim Browns Chris Jungle

  :AM
 10 :30

The View Casos de 
Familia

Divorce The Price Is 
Right

Anunciará Prince House Sid Cosby A Haunting (:15) Movie: 
Charlie 
Wilson’s War 

Texas 
Ranger

Supernatural Cosby Jungle SportsCenter 
Divorce Frijolito Payne Cortes Word Cosby Cosby Chugging

  :AM
 11 :30

Paid La Fea Más 
Bella (SS)

Justice Young & 
Restless

La Favorita Rachael Ray Payne McGee Super The 700 
Club 

Biker Build-
Off 

Texas 
Ranger

Las Vegas Cosby Mickey ESPN First 
Take 

SportsCenter 
Paid Justice Browns Dr. Young Clifford Cosby Mickey

  :PM
 12 :30

All My Chil-
dren 

Judge B. News Days of our 
Lives

Jim Upd Curious interACTIVE American 
Chopper

CSI: NY Las Vegas Cosby Movers SportsCenter 
Judge B. Bold Gome$ Raymond Faye H. Gardener Movie: Pearl 

Harbor, Kate 
Beckinsale 

Cosby Movers

  :PM
 1 :30

One Life to 
Live

Atrévete a 
Soñar

Judge Mathis Let’s Make a 
Deal

12 Cora-
zones

The Dr. Oz 
Show

Raymond Uri Harel Barbecue Roseanne American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

The Closer Cosby Phineas Best of SportsCenter 
Raymond McDonald Food Roseanne Cosby Phineas 1st & 10

  :PM
 2 :30

General 
Hospital

Mar de Amor 
(SS)

The People’s 
Court

Let’s Make a 
Deal

Caso Cer-
rado

The Doctors Jim Light of the 
Southwest

Book The Tyra 
Show 

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Cold Case Cosby Phineas Lines Football
Offi ce Martha Cosby Deck Van Pelt NFL Live

  :PM
 3 :30

Jdg Judy El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Judge Nate Berkus Caso Cer-
rado

Dr. Phil Friends Maya Steve Wilkos 
Show

American 
Chopper

CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order Cosby Deck SportsNation NFL Prime-
Time Jdg Judy Judge Friends WordGirl Cosby Wizards

  :PM
 4 :30

Oprah 
Winfrey

Primer Im-
pacto (SS)

Ellen DeGe-
neres

Smarter Maria Ce-
leste

News Raymond KICKS Fetch Payne Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order Chris Wizards NASCAR 
Now 

Around
News Inside Ed. King Pendleton Cyber Payne Cash Cab Movie: 

What’s Love 
Got to Do 
With It 

Chris Hannah Pardon

  :PM
 5 :30

News Vida Lopez News Noticias News King Chumney BBC Lyrics Cash Cab CSI: Crime 
Scene

Law & Order 106 & Park: 
BET’s Top 10 
Live 

Good Nation SportsCenter
ABC Notic. Lopez News Noticiero News Seinfeld Granger Business Lyrics Cash Cab Sonny Pardon

  :PM
 6 :30

Jeopardy! Llena de 
Amor (SS)

Two Men News El Cartel II News Seinfeld Van Impe PBS News-
Hour 

’70s Man, 
Woman, 

Deadliest 
Warrior

Bones Phineas Boys of Fall Monday 
Night Count-
down 

Wheel Two Men Ent Millionaire American Holmes ’70s Phineas

  :PM
 7 :30

Dancing With 
the Stars 

Hasta que el 
Dinero

House How I Met El Clon Chuck Fam. Guy Upd Antiques 
Roadshow

90210 Man, 
Woman, 

Movie: Di-
vine Secrets 
of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood

Deadliest 
Warrior

Bones Movie: 
The Wood, 
Richard T. 
Jones

Movie: 
Camp Rock 
2: The Final 
Jam 

2010 Poker
Rules Fam. Guy Hansen NFL Football: 

Green Bay 
Packers at 
Chicago 
Bears.

  :PM
 8 :30

Soy Tu 
Dueña (SS)

Lone Star Two Men El Fantasma 
de 

The Event Fam. Guy Light of the 
Southwest

When Worlds 
Collide 

Gossip Girl Man, 
Woman, 

Movie: No 
Country for 
Old Men, 
Josh Brolin

Bones 2010 Poker
Mike Fam. Guy

  :PM
 9 :30

(:01) Castle Cristina (SS) Simpsons Hawaii 
Five-0 

Alguien te 
Mira

Chase Fam. Guy Married Man, 
Woman, 

The Closer Game Hannah Baseball 
TonightHow I Met Fam. Guy Texas Married (:45) Rubi-

con
Game Hannah

  :PM
 10 :30

News Impacto How I Met News Noticias News Lopez 
Tonight

House Charlie Rose King Man, 
Woman, 

Certain Age The 
Mo’Nique 

Jonas 30 for 30
Nightline Noticiero Raymond Letterman Decisiones Jay Leno Sala King (:45) Mad 

Men 
Jonas SportsCenter 

  :PM
 11 :30

Jimmy Kim-
mel Live

Corazón 
Salvaje

Law & Order: 
SVU

Earl Scrivner BBC South Pk Man, 
Woman, 

Knockout CSI: NY Wendy Wil-
liams

Hannah Baseball 
TonightLate Decisiones Late Night Earl CCM T. Smiley South Pk Sports Hannah

  :AM
 12 :30

Extra Tontas Cielo Paid Lopez 
Tonight

Upd (Off Air) Cops Man, 
Woman, 

(11:47) 
Movie: 
Grease 

Star Trek: 
Voyager

CSI: NY Movie: 
The Wood, 
Richard T. 
Jones

Wizards NFL Films NFL Prime-
Time Paid Raymond Insider Pagado News Cortes Telethon 

Days Of 
Harvest

Wizards College Foot-
ball: West 
Virginia at 
LSU.

  :AM
 1 :30

Paid Mujer... TMZ Ent Pagado Poker After 
Dark

Movie: 
Metro, Mi-
chael Wincott 

Light of the 
Southwest

Overhaulin’ Amazing 
Video

Leverage Suite Life SportsCenter 
Paid Cero King-Hill (:37) Up to 

the Minute
Pagado Suite Life

  :AM
 2 :30

(:06) ABC 
World News 
Now 

Casos 
Familia

Paid Pagado The Dr. Oz 
Show

Cornerstone 
Telethon: 
Days Of 
Harvest 

Paid (:15) Movie: 
Divine 
Secrets of 
the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood

Disorderly 
Con.

Cold Case Vick Phineas SportsCenter 
RENO 911 Pelicula: 

Lauro Pu-
ñales

Paid Vick Phineas College 
Football  :AM

 3 :30
El Gordo y la 
Flaca

Movie: 
Keeping Up 
With the 
Steins

Carson Sex & Best of 
Light of the 
Southwest

Paid Paid NUMB3RS Popoff Einsteins SportsCenter 
Early Tdy Sex & Paid Paid BET Inspira-

tion
Einsteins

  :AM
 4 :30

Morning Impacto Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Paid NUMB3RS Jungle SportsCenter 
AgDay Noticiero Pagado Early Tdy Married Paid Stooges Paid Timmy Nation
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PIGSKIN PICS FOOTBALL
CONTEST

Enter 
To Win    

            

Drop Off Entry From These Participating Merchants:

ENTRY FORM IN WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY EDITION OF THE BIG SPRING HERALD  
            

$50

H Bargain mart H H blissful H
H bowl a rama HH blum’s H

H sonic H H walmart H65
14
22

BEST MATTRESS PRICES
IN WEST TEXAS

Firm

Plush

Extra Plush

Plush Pillowtop

$247
$297
$397
$497

Twin 2 pc Set   $147
Full 2 pc Set      $197

Twin 2 pc Set   $197
Full 2 pc Set      $247

Twin 2 pc Set   $277
Full 2 pc Set      $397
King 3 pc Set    $597

Twin 2 pc Set   $377
Full 2 pc Set      $477
King 3 pc Set    $697

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Queen 2 pc Set

Where All Of West Texas Comes To Save On Their New Furniture  And Appliances
ALLAN’S GALLERY

202 SCURRY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         267-6278               We’ll Save You Money!

Sizzling Hot Buys!
Special Buy -

New Introduction

Plushfirm or Pillowtop
YOUR CHOICE!

Queen Set
Starting at

$397
212308

RANGERS
Continued from Page 7

the lineup after resting five starters 
Sunday at Oakland.

Next on the Rangers’ agenda: deter-
mine the makeup of their playoff ros-
ter.

Seattle took a 2-0 lead in the second 
on RBI doubles from Adam Moore and 
Greg Halman.

Guerrero’s homer that glanced off 
the top of the left-field wall leading off 
the second made it 2-1, but Gutierrez’s 
sacrifice fly in the third gave Seattle a 
3-1 advantage.

Wilson allowed six runs and eight 
hits, struck out five and walked one 
in five innings while losing his third 
straight decision.

Wilson will be in the playoff rota-
tion, but he said he isn’t looking ahead 
even though he hasn’t won since Aug. 

30.
“We don’t even know who we’re 

playing yet, so how can I prepare for 
that?” Wilson said.

NOTES: Pauley is winless in six 
home decisions, but is 4-2 on the 
road. ... Seattle RHP David Aardsma, 
out since Sept. 19 with a left oblique 
strain, will play catch Tuesday in an 
effort to return to the bullpen before 
the end of the season. ... Halman’s 
double was his first major league hit. 

... Rangers OF Josh Hamilton took 25 
swings off a tee, ran hard in the out-
field, and shagged fly balls prior to the 
game. Hamilton has been out since 
Sept. 4 with two fractured ribs and 
muscle spasms in his right side, and 
he reported no discomfort after Mon-
day’s session. Washington said Ham-
ilton must still go through a regular 
batting practice before he can play 
in a game. Hamilton missed his 23rd 
straight game.

MAVS
Continued from Page 7

four more years to reach 
our goal. I’m ready.”

He even took less than 
a maximum contract 
so the Mavericks could 
enhance his supporting 
cast. 

The result is a deep 
team with all sorts of 
versatility — big guards 
and small guards, a 
frontcourt featuring 
bulky center Brendan 
Haywood or a more ath-
letic look with Tyson 
Chandler.

Nowitzki also is ex-
cited about changes in 
the backcourt, like the 
expanded role for speedy 
Roddy Beaubois.

Beaubois was a raw 
rookie last season who 
showed in the playoff 
finale against San Anto-
nio that he could provide 
a spark either playing 
alongside Jason Kidd or 
taking his place at point 
guard. 

A foot injury forced 
Beaubois to miss some 
valuable playing time 
with the French national 
team and will force him 
to miss much of train-
ing camp, but he should 
be ready for the regular 
season.

“I think our future is in 
Roddy’s hands,” Nowit-
zki said. “He’s explosive 
off the dribble. A second 
before he makes a move, 
he doesn’t know what 
he’s doing. That unpre-
dictability he brings to 
the game I think is what 
we need.”

Nowitzki thinks the 
makeup of the roster 
should help the Mavs 
compete with anyone 
in the West, including 
the two-time defending 
champion Los Angeles 
Lakers.

Power struggle in Big 12 South begins
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 

— The chances that Texas 
will return to the BCS cham-
pionship game for a second 
straight year are greatly di-
minished, if not gone, after a 
humiliating rout at home.

That doesn’t mean the Long-
horns are done in the Big 12.

What better way to shake 
off a 34-12 loss to UCLA than 
with a victory over archrival 
Oklahoma just seven days 
later?

“The only big games at Tex-
as, (former) coach (Darrell) 
Royal told me, are the ones 
that you lose,” coach Mack 
Brown said Monday on the 
Big 12 coaches’ call. “We’ve 
lost ones before that got big. 
Everybody gets mad and ev-
erybody gets angry, and all we 
can do is go back to work.”

The annual Red River Ri-
valry game at the Cotton Bowl 
in Dallas will be lessened in 
stature this year after the 
Longhorns’ stunning loss on 
Saturday highlighted a day of 
struggles by the Big 12’s pow-
erhouses. The Sooners edged 
Cincinnati 31-29 and No. 6 
Nebraska was unimpressive 
in a 17-3 win against South 
Dakota State of the Football 
Championship Subdivision.

That leaves serious ques-
tions about whether the Big 
12 has a legitimate national 
title contender while two 
other conferences will have 
their best teams playing at 
center stage Saturday night: 
No. 1 Alabama hosts No. 7 
Florida in the SEC, and No. 9 
Stanford visits No. 4 Oregon 
in the Pac-10.

In these parts, it still doesn’t 
get much bigger than No. 8 
Oklahoma vs. No. 21 Texas. 
The teams have combined to 
win the last six Big 12 champi-
onships, escalating tensions 
between rivals that have been 
playing for over a century.

“That just made it more 
intense, I think, and the fact 
that we’ve been in the na-
tional hunt — both of us over 
the years — also intensified it 
or at least brought it more at-
tention nationally,” Sooners 
coach Bob Stoops said. “In 
the end, being in the same di-
vision has really made it even 
more important.”

And this week, it’s one of 
two big games in the divi-
sion. Texas A&M (3-0) will 
visit Oklahoma State (3-0) on 
Thursday night in the only 

game featuring two of the con-
ference’s six remaining unde-
feated teams. All three of the 
North’s unbeaten teams — 
Nebraska, Missouri and Kan-
sas State — are off this week-
end, leaving the spotlight to 
shine on the South.

The winner of Thursday 
night’s game emerges as the 
top challenger in the South to 
the Red River rivalry victor.

“There’s no question that 
you want to get going in 
conference play, and you’re 
playing good football teams,” 
Oklahoma State coach Mike 
Gundy said. “You want to 
keep momentum going. Our 
guys have performed pretty 
well up to this point, so we 
want them to continue on and 
keep some momentum as we 
roll through conference.”

For now, the Cowboys and 
Aggies have flown under the 
radar, with each team post-
ing two blowouts and barely 
scraping by once. With a na-
tional TV audience looking 
on, both unranked teams have 
a chance to make a statement 
in their Big 12 opener.

“We look at every week as 
a big test and this week cer-
tainly because they’re a team 
that has had some good suc-
cess here as of late with coach 
Gundy. He’s done a great job,” 
A&M coach Mike Sherman 
said. “They’re moving the 
ball on offense, they’re play-
ing good defense and they 
have very good special teams 
units.

“It’ll be a good test for us, no 
doubt about it. The kids are 
anxious to play the game.”

On eve of Miami Heat camp, LeBron James takes center stage
CORAL GABLES, Fla. 

(AP) — In one breath, 
LeBron James insisted 
that he’s moved past 
the venom directed his 
way after he chose to 
join the Miami Heat. In 
the next, the NBA’s two-
time reigning MVP said 
all those naysayers out 
there are his fuel.

Which rings true?
Apparently, both.
“I don’t want to keep 

harping about what 
people have said about 
me,” James said. “But 

personally, I’m motivat-
ed by what has gone on 
this summer.”

Music to the collec-
tive Heat ears, right 
there. Donning his new 
Heat home uniform and 
spending the afternoon 
flanked by fellow star 
teammates Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bosh, 
James began a new Mi-
ami chapter Monday, 
hours before his team 
was to fly north for 
training camp in Flori-
da’s Panhandle.

Since “The Decision,” 
as it’s known, James 
has been called a quitter 
by Cleveland owner and 
former boss Dan Gilbert, 
had his competitiveness 
questioned by the Orlan-
do Magic, heard Dallas 
owner Mark Cuban say 
he made a bad business 
deal, and found him-
self taking note of what 
was written and said by 
countless pundits.

It’s all made James feel 
like he has something to 
prove again.

“It’s funny how things 
happen in life and how 
people react,” James 
said. “It seems like a lot 
of people try to tell you 
what to do with your 
life and most of the time 
they don’t even have 
their own life in order. 
That was just funny to 
me. So I’m really excited 
for this opportunity for 
this franchise, getting 
an opportunity to bring 
my game to this city.”

James signed a $109.8 
million, six-year deal 

with Miami on July 9, 
one day after starring 
in an hourlong TV spe-
cial to announce he was 
leaving Cleveland. He 
hasn’t reached out to 
Gilbert, but has spoken 
with teammates he left 
behind and predicts 
Cleveland could exceed 
outside expectations 
this season.

Here in Miami, the 
Heat can’t exceed expec-
tations, only meet them. 
This team was built to 
win titles, and James 

shrugged off the notion 
this season was “cham-
pionship-or-bust.”

“Not bust,” James 
said. “But it is champi-
onship.”

“Ditto,” Wade added. 
“What he said.”

It won’t be easy, of 
course, which will be 
the message Heat coach 
Erik Spoelstra begins 
instilling Tuesday 
morning at Hurlburt 
Field, the U.S. Air Force 
installation where Mi-
ami’s journey begins.


