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by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Howard County commissioners 
approved an economic development 
grant for the Plains Cotton Coopera-
tive Association that will hopefully 
secure a $2 million expansion of its 
warehouse facility in Big Spring.

The grant was approved by a unan-
imous vote, providing the PCCA 

with a five-year agreement that 
mirrors a tax abatement recently 
approved for the group by Howard 
College.

According to PCCA spokesman 
Jay Cowart, the grant will provide 
tax rebates in place of the abatement 
for a recent $8 million expansion of 
the company’s warehouses during 
the next five years.

“We had applied for a tax abate-
ment through the county and the 
college. We were successful in get-
ting the abatement through the 
college, but due to some misun-
derstandings, we were not able to 
get the one through the county,” 
said Cowart. “We’ve been working 

See COUNTY, Page 3

by THOmAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

With the fate of a $60 million bond 
election just two weeks away, Big 
Spring Independent School District 
said goodbye to one of the bond’s key 

planners, Dr. Michael 
Stevens, whose tenure as a 
consultant for the district 
came to a close Friday.

According to BSISD 
Superintendent Steven 
Saldivar, Stevens was asked 
to stay onboard with the 
district after his contract 
as interim superintendent 
ended to play a key role in 

the development of the bond and the 
project the money is intended for.

“Dr. Stevens served as interim 
superintendent for nearly a year, 
then stayed on with the district as a 
consultant,” said Saldivar. “He was 
charged with helping get the bond that’s 
currently being proposed together, 
planning the bond and even working 
with the architects to make sure the 
plan would meet the school district’s 
needs.

“With just two weeks left before the 
bond will be decided by the voters, 
Dr. Steven’s work was essentially 
completed. There was no contract 
between the district and Dr. Stevens, 
and since his work was essentially 
done, my understanding is he’s decided 
to go back to retirement.”

Voters began weighing in on the 
proposed bond Monday morning, as 
early voting in the matter began.

BSISD officials plan to use the bond 
money in the following manner:

• $43 million will be used to construct 
new elementary campuses at the 
current sites of Washington, Marcy and 
Goliad schools, demolish those existing 
buildings along with Bauer Elementary, 
add a classroom wing and physical 
education gym to Moss Elementary and 
renovate Kentwood Elementary.

• $2.7 million will be spent to 

See bSISD, Page 3

Herald Staff Report

Big Spring High School will 
send four students, includ-
ing a repeat performance for 
junior Jessica Rubio, to the 
University Interscholastic 
League State academic meet 
to be held in Austin May 5-8 
on the University of Texas 
campus.

The academic competitors — 
Rubio and seniors Haley Car-
rillo, Danielle Freeman and 
Andrew Lewis — earned slots 
for the state meet after plac-
ing well in the UIL Regional 
I-4A academic competition 
held this past weekend in San 
Angelo. BSHS sent 13 students 
to regionals.

Rubio took top honors in the 
information extemporaneous 
competition, adding a 2010 re-
gion championship to her re-
sume. Carrillo placed second 
in editorial writing. 

Placing third in their res-

See UIL, Page 3

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

Jay Cowart, spokesman for the Plains Cotton Cooperative Association, goes over a grant agreement with the 
Howard County commissioners court during monday morning’s meeting.

HERALD Photo/Thomas Jenkins

Contractors with Oncor Electric work to erect a street light in one of the 
medians located on main Street. The lighting is part of the city’s downtown 
street project, which calls for streetscaping in and around the downtown 
area.

Rubio
repeats
Joins Carrillo, 
Freeman, Lewis 
as state qualifiers

Job done, 
consultant
bids adieu
Dr. Stevens 
leaves BSISD 
to retire again

Stevens

Pact OK’d with Plains Co-op



Dorothy Coleman
Dorothy Coleman, 78, of Big Spring died Sunday, 

April 25, 2010, at her residence. Memorial services 
will be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 28, 2010, at 

Nalley-Pickle and Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Sharon Wiese, 
pastor of First United Methodist 
Church, officiating. Interment will 
be at Lost Prairie Cemetery in 
Groesbeck.

She was born July 3, 1931, in 
Groesbeck and married Bill C. 
“Bud” Coleman on July 29, 1950, in 
Big Spring. He preceded her in 
death July 12, 2007.

She worked with her husband at 
Higginbotham-Bartlett Lumber Company for many 
years as bookkeeper.

She was a member of First United Methodist 
Church and enjoyed playing bridge.

Survivors include two sons, Bobby Coleman and 
wife, Debbie, of Houston and Bill Coleman of Big 
Spring; a sister-in-law, Dorothy Johnson of Big 
Spring; and a number of nieces and nephews.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring. Online condolences can be made at: www.
npwelch.com

Bonnie Dempsey Cain
Bonnie Dempsey Cain, 80, of Midland died 

Saturday, April 24, 2010, at the Hospice House of 
Odessa. Her services are pending with Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of 
Midland.

James Robert Wigington Sr.
James Robert Wigington Sr., 80, of Big Spring 

died Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. Services are pend-
ing at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

J.E. Peugh
J.E. Peugh, 76, of Stanton died Monday, April 26, 

2010, in a Midland hospital. His services are pend-
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

LocaL2 Big Spring Herald
Tuesday, April 27, 2010

Dr. Rudy Haddad 
Board Certified In Urology

Fellow American College Of Surgeons

Adults and Pediatrics
Flu Shots

Available Now
- Office Treatment of Enlarged

Prostate Profile (Instead of Surgery)

- Urinary Bladder Control
Problem with Medication

(Simple Outpatient Procedure Available)

- Kidney Stones with Laser
& Shockwave Technology

- Sexual Dysfunction

1501 W. 11th Place Suite 103
Big Spring, Tx 79720

201181

Auto Accidents

A Lawyer who
can help you!!

~ General Practice
~ Personal Injury Law
~ Criminal
~ Family ~ Divorce Law

~ Real Estate Law
~ DWI’s
~ Probate Law
~ Trials

robertdmillerlaw.com

Board Certified
Personal Injury Trial Law

Texas Board of Legal
Specialization

Director of State Bar of 
Texas (05-08)

20
73

46

2907 CACTUS 

1700 STATE 2717 CINDY

4300 RATLIFF

THE REAL ESTATE SHOP
263-(SOLD) 7653
(432) 213-2197
601 S. Main St.

Sue Bradbury
Broker-GRI-MLS

701 E. 2nd St. 432-267-6411

Howard County Feed & Supply

Your Lawn

       Can Be

       GREENER!
206306

Phone: (432) 263-5517                                         1701 Lancaster
                                                               Big Spring, TX 79720

“This Institution Is An Equal Opportunity Provider” 205593

www.kellynewtoninsurance.com

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
 FARMING AND RANCHING NEEDS

Obituaries

Support Groups

Sheriff

Police blotter

Fire/EMS

Gilbert Reyna
Gilbert Reyna, 77, of Big Spring died Saturday, 

April 24, 2010, at Medical City Hospital in Dallas. 
Vigil services will be at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 

28, 2010, at Myers & Smith Funeral 
Chapel. Funeral mass will be at 10 
a.m. Thursday, April 29, 2010, at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church with 
the Rev. Ariel Lagunilla officiat-
ing. Burial, with military honors, 
will follow at Mount Olive Memorial 
Park.

He was born May 26, 1932, in San 
Antonio to Juanita and Martin 
Reyna. He came to Big Spring in 
1949 from Michigan. He married 

Demetria Marin on June 20, 1957, in Big Spring.
He was a veteran of the United States Army. He 

had been a member of the G.I. Forum and was a 
charter member of the Big Spring Chicano Golf 
Association. He worked at White’s Auto Store for 15 
years and then was employed by Howard County 
Road and Bridge Department. He retired in 1995 
after 20 years of service. He was a member of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church and a member of the 
Knights of Columbus.

He is survived by his wife, Demetria (Donna) 
Reyna of Big Spring; three daughters, Juanita 
Fierro and her husband, John, of Dallas, Barbara 
Tatom and her husband, Corby, of Ponca City, 
Okla., and Sonya Corral and her husband, David, of 
Tulsa, Okla.; three sons, Nick Reyna and his wife, 
Lisa, and Sammy Reyna and his wife, Anita, all of 
Big Spring, and Frank Lee Reyna and his wife, 
Renee, of Fort Worth; 16 grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; and one brother, Rogelio Reyna of 
Saragosa, Spain.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Martin 
and Juanita Reyna; and one son, Martin Reyna; 
three brothers, Edward, David and Mickey; and 
one sister, Josefina Gonzales.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• ALAN WAYNE CRAIG, 40, of 1808 Benton, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• LINDA RENA TORRES, 27, of 1429 E. Sixth St., 
was arrested Monday on a charge of driving while 
license invalid – DWI related.

• NICK ORNELAS, 27, of 610 Linda Lane, was 
arrested Tuesday on a charge of public intoxica-
tion.

• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 
100 block of Highland Heather.

• STOLEN VEHICLE was reported in the 1900 
block of Martin Luther king Blvd.

• THEFT was reported:
In the 600 block of Tulsa.
In the 1400 block of Settles.
In the 1000 block of S. Nolan.
In the 1800 block of S. Gregg Street.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported 

in the 700 block of E. 15th Street.
• ASSAULT was reported in the 2300 block of 

Morrison.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1100 

block of E. 15th Street.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 52 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• JOE LOPEZ CHAVEZ III, 40, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of assault – fam-
ily violence.

• LINDA RENE TORRES, 27, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid with a previous con-
viction or suspension without fine resolution.

• HOLLY DENISE JENNINGS, 25, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of assault – fam-
ily violence.

• GILBERTO RAY HINOJOS, 17, was transferred 
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge 
of unlawful possession of a firearm by a felon.

• NICK ORNELAS, 27, was transferred to the 
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of 
public intoxication.

• ALAN CRAIG, 40, was transferred to the county 
jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of public 
intoxication.

Today's Weather
Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

4/28

86/61
Sunny skies.
High 86F.
Winds S at
20 to 30
mph.

Sunrise:
7:03 AM

Sunset:
8:25 PM

Thu

4/29

89/52
Windy with
sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 80s
and lows in
the low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:02 AM

Sunset:
8:25 PM

Fri

4/30

82/52
Sunny and
wind. Highs
in the low
80s and
lows in the
low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:01 AM

Sunset:
8:26 PM

Sat

5/1

82/56
More sun
than clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sunrise:
7:00 AM

Sunset:
8:27 PM

Sun

5/2

83/56
Mix of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sunrise:
6:59 AM

Sunset:
8:28 PM

Brownsville
85/70

Houston

83/64

Austin
82/61

Dallas
81/62

El Paso
88/63

Amarillo
84/55

San Antonio
85/65

Big Spring

86/61

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 83 62 sunny Kingsville 86 67 pt sunny
Amarillo 84 55 windy Livingston 83 58 sunny
Austin 82 61 sunny Longview 81 58 sunny
Beaumont 82 62 sunny Lubbock 87 58 sunny
Brownsville 85 70 pt sunny Lufkin 86 58 sunny
Brownwood 85 61 sunny Midland 88 64 sunny
Corpus Christi 83 69 sunny Raymondville 87 68 pt sunny
Corsicana 80 60 sunny Rosenberg 83 64 sunny
Dallas 81 62 sunny San Antonio 85 65 pt sunny
Del Rio 86 63 sunny San Marcos 83 62 sunny
El Paso 88 63 windy Sulphur Springs 81 61 sunny
Fort Stockton 89 61 sunny Sweetwater 85 62 windy
Gainesville 78 59 sunny Tyler 81 58 sunny
Greenville 80 58 sunny Weatherford 80 59 sunny
Houston 83 64 sunny Wichita Falls 81 60 sunny

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 71 45 sunny Minneapolis 69 52 pt sunny
Boston 50 40 rain New York 57 45 rain
Chicago 63 44 sunny Phoenix 84 56 windy
Dallas 81 62 sunny San Francisco 56 45 rain
Denver 74 43 windy Seattle 53 44 rain
Houston 83 64 sunny St. Louis 73 55 mst sunny
Los Angeles 65 49 windy Washington, DC 64 47 mst sunny
Miami 84 67 mst sunny

Moon Phases

First
Apr 21

Full
Apr 28

Last
May 6

New
May 14

UV Index

Wed

4/28
10

Very High

Thu

4/29
10

Very High

Fri

4/30
10

Very High

Sat

5/1
10

Very High

Sun

5/2
10

Very High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11
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The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2300 block of 
Allendale. Service refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 12000 block of N. 
County Road 35. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of E. 
15th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of W. 
Highway 80. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

TUESDAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.
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Sharleen Shree Moore, 
48, died Saturday.  
Services were at 11 a.m. 
today at Myers & Smith 
Chapel with burial at 
Trinity Memorial Park.

Arnold Parmley, 80, 
died Sunday.  Graveside 
services were at 5 p.m. 
today at Mount Olive 
Memorial Park.

Gilbert Reyna, 77, died 
Saturday.  Vigil services 
will be at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.  Funeral 
mass will be at 10 a.m. 
Thursday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. 
Burial will be at Mount 
Olive Memorial Park 
with military honors.

James Robert 
Wigington, Sr., 80,died 
Tuesday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1

together to try to get this 
cleared up, but the win-
dow for the abatement, 
after Dec. 31, 2009, had 
essentially expired. 
This grant is a way by 
which the county can 
replace the value of that 
abatement over the 
course of a five-year 
period.

“The abatement 
would have provided 
100 percent abatement 
of the property taxes in 
the first year and 100 
percent in year two. Af-
ter that, it would be 70 
percent in year three, 
50 percent in year four 
and 30 percent in year 
five. After the end of 
that five-year period, 
we would be paying 100 
percent of the property 
taxes. The rebate is go-
ing to mirror the value 
of that abatement would 
have been. Essentially, 

what we’re going to do 
is write a check for our 
property taxes and the 
appropriate amount will 
be rebated back to us.”

Cowart said the com-
pany’s board of direc-
tors recently began 
deliberating on an ad-
ditional $2 million ex-
pansion of the facility, 
which is located north 
of Big Spring, and the 
grant approved by the 
commissioners court 
Monday morning will 
go a long way in moving 
the project forward.

“It’s a farmer-owned 
cooperative based in 
Lubbock with opera-
tions in Kansas, Okla-
homa and the majority 
of the state of Texas,” 
said Cowart. “We have 
about 28,000 cotton pro-
ducers who are mem-
bers of our organization 
and our warehousing 
sector of the business 
has continued to grow. 
We were under capac-
ity here in West Texas 

and embarked on a 
project about a year ago 
to expand here in Big 
Spring.

“We spent about $8 
million and added 
100,000 bales of cotton 
storage capacity. We’ve 
been working hand-in-
hand with the county to 
develop some incentives 
and this morning we 
were fortunate enough 
to get the county’s bless-
ings on those. We’ve 
essentially cleared the 
way to begin talks on do-
ing another $2 million 
in expansion here at the 
Big Spring site.”

When the matter of a 
tax abatement for PCCA 
was first heard by the 
commissioners court 
in 2009, Commissioner 
Jimmie Long voted 

against the measure. 
However, Long made 
the motion to approve 
the grant Monday, say-
ing he sees both sides of 
the matter.

“I’ve heard plenty of ar-
guments for and against 
this (grant),” Long told 
the court. “And like I’ve 
said before, I’m basi-
cally 51 (percent) and 49 
(percent) on it.”

Long’s motion was 
seconded by Commis-
sioner Jerry Kilgore.

According to Cowart, 
the grant will total ap-
proximately $45,000 to 
$46,000 in assessed taxes 
in the first year and fol-
low the plan — accord-
ing to taxable values set 
by the Howard County 
Appraisal District — af-
ter that.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

BSISD
Continued from Page 1

construct new classrooms at 
Big Spring Junior High to 
house BSISD sixth-graders, 
making BSJH a three-year 
campus.

• $12 million in improvements 

are planned at the high school, 
including installation of a 
new roof and fire suppression 
system and upgrading the 
building’s science labs.

• An additional $2.5 million is 
being asked for improvement 
to campus grounds, parking 
lots and driveways.

To finance the new bond, 
BSISD officials estimate the 

district’s tax rate — currently 
$1.12 per $100 valuation — will 
increase by 35 cents for the life 
of the 20-year bond. That would 
raise taxes on a median-priced 
home in Howard County 
($42,000) by approximately 
$70 a year. Owners of a home 
valued at $100,000 would see 
their taxes rise by about $240 a 
year.

This election is coming two 
years after voters rejected a 
$34 million bond to construct 
a central elementary campus 
and renovate the high school.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@
bigspringherald.com

UIL
Continued from Page 1

pective events were Freeman, 
who competed in information 
extemp., and Lewis in persua-
sive extemp.

The overall performance 
by the speech team of Rubio, 
Freeman and Lewis garnered 
the trio the Regional Speech 
Championship Team Award 
to add to the their list of acco-
lades. As a team, Freeman and 
Lewis placed ninth in the cross 

examination debate at the UIL 
state meet held earlier this 
year.

“I am extremely proud of the 
kids; they have had a great 
year,” said BSHS speech coach 
Jennifer Adams. “These three 
— Rubio, Freeman and Lewis 

— will join junior Opal Gon-
zales and sophomore Shermila 
Kherat at the National Speech 
and Debate Tournament this 
summer in Kansas City, fol-
lowing winning bids at the 
February national qualifying 
tournament.”

• The Big Spring High School Class of 
2012 will hold a play day from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, May 1, at Blankenship 
Stadium to raise money for the prom. 
There will be Air Extreme sports games 
and a dunking booth. Cost is $10 per per-
son. For tickets, call Valerie at 213-8315 or 
Shannon at 264-3641, ext. 1416.

• The Howard County A&M Club is 
accepting applications for scholarships 
from high school students who are gradu-
ating this May and have been accepted at 
Texas A&M University for the following 
autumn. Students must be Howard County 
residents who will be enrolling for at least 
12 hours. Deadline for applications is May 
1. For more information, visit the club’s 
Web site at http://clubs.aggienetwork.
com/howardcountyamc/webhome.htm

• On May 22, the Howard County Road 
Kill Running Club (HCRK) will host the 
first Bob Fishback 5K fun run/walk in 
Comanche Trail Park. The event will start 
at the Alice Hayes Pavilion which is locat-
ed by the Kids’ Zone play area. All pro-
ceeds will be donated to the Fishback fam-
ily to help pay for medical expenses. Entry 
fee is $20 and there will be awards for first 
through third place female and male par-
ticipants. You can either pre-register, or 
register the morning of the event. 
Registration will open at 6:30 a.m. You can 
download the flyer at http://pages.sudden-
link.net/hcrk/docs/Annual%20Bob%20
Fishback.pdf 

• If you were laid off between December 
2008 and March 2010 and are interested in 
training, contact the Workforce Solutions 
Permian Basin office in Big Spring at 263-
8373 or 1-800-749-8373. Training dollars are 
available to assist those affected by the 
layoffs and ultimate plant closure.

• The Big Spring High School Class of 

1975 will have its 35-year reunion June 
25-26. We will also have members from the 
classes of 1973, 1974 and 1976 joining in the 
fun. If you, or someone you know, is a 
member of any of these classes and would 
like to attend and join in on the fun, con-
tact Roxie McDaniel Blair at 432-553-8551 
or by e-mail at roxieblair@matthewblair.
com for more details.

• Tyler Keeton/Hightower has been diag-
nosed with osteosarcoma (bone cancer). 
He is undergoing chemotherapy at Cook 
Children’s Hospital in Fort Worth. He has 
a surgery scheduled April 20 to remove a 
tumor and replace part of his femur and 
knee. An account has been established at 
Citizens Federal Credit Union under the 
name Tyler Keeton for those who would 
like to help with medical expenses.

• The mission of CASA of West Texas is 
to promote and support quality volunteers 
who speak for the best interest of abused 
and neglected children in court in an 
effort to find each child a safe, nurturing 
and permanent home. We currently have 
55 children in foster care without a volun-
teer.  We need your help!  A class is form-
ing in Howard County and we need at 
least 27 volunteers to fill this need. If 
you’re interested in volunteering please 
contact Suzy Milliken at 1-877-316-8346 or 
visit www.BecomeaCASA.org or www.
casawtx.org.

• A fund has been established at Wood 
Forest National Bank for Jeffery Cate 
(Bubba). He is a lifetime resident of Big 
Spring and is employed at B&E Roustabout. 
He was in a car accident New Year’s Eve 
and is still in a hospital in Lubbock. He 
had surgery to remove his spleen and has 
several broken bones, including one in 
his neck. He has also suffered some mem-
ory loss due to a bruise on one side of his 
brain. He has three small boys. The medi-

cal bills and family travel expenses are 
adding up. Any donations would be great-
ly appreciated.

• Attention military personnel and 
dependents: The Salvation Army current-
ly has funding for Texas military person-
nel now serving or who have served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Members or depen-
dents may apply at the Salvation Army 
Office, located at 811 W. Fifth St., or call 
(432) 267-8239. The grant is funded by the 
TRIAD Fund of Permian Basin Area 
Foundation.

• Bring joy and kindness to others by 
becoming a Compass Hospice volunteer. 
Help those at the end of life’s journey. 
Make a difference in someone’s life. Call 
263-5999 to begin your journey.

• The Permian Basin Foundation has 
awarded West Texas Opportunities Inc. 
$130,000 through the Texas Resources for 
Iraq Afghanistan Deployment fund. WTO 
will assist current and former military 
personnel serving in Iraq or Afghanistan 
and their families. Funding will serve 
Howard, Martin, Andrews, Borden, 
Dawson, Ector, Fisher, Gaines, Glasscock, 
Midland, Mitchell, Nolan, Scurry and 
Upton counties. For more information, 
contact Diana Martinez or Debbie Wilson 
at 110 Johnson in Big Spring or call (432) 
267-9536.

• Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s 
Relay For Life team is selling cookbooks 
to raise funds for the American Cancer 
Society. The cookbooks can be purchased 
at the PBX operator’s booth for $10 apiece. 
For more information, contact Beverly 
Grant at 268-4952.

• HATS (Hope After The Sadness), an 
American Cancer Society Resource Room 
is available at First Methodist Church. 

Take Note
This center provides 
information and valu-
able resources for those 
affected by cancer. This 
HATS ministry, estab-
lished in memory of the 
late Rev. Dr Shane Brue, 
maintains a room with 
free hats, wigs and head 
coverings available for 
check-out by those deal-
ing with hair loss due to 
cancer treatment. Other 
services and resources 
are also available. 
Contact the “Hat Lady,” 
Marci Lykken at 267-
2915.

• Road to Recovery, 
sponsored by the 
American Cancer 
Society, seeks volun-
teers to drive cancer 
patients to treatment in 
Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commit-
ment each month. To 
volunteer, or to request 
a ride for treatment, call 
(877) 277-1618, the High 
Plains American Cancer 
Group Report Center. 
Anyone wishing to vol-
unteer to drive in this 
program should call 
Sherry Hodnett, presi-
dent of the Big Spring 
ACS Board, at 264-7599 at 
her office at Home 
Hospice.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

-First Amendment

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial 
Board of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

our View

Ron Midkiff
Publisher debra

SaunderS

daVid

limbaugh

My last Goodwin Liu column — I hope

Obama’s got a profits allergy?

W
hen now-Supreme 
Court Justice 
Samuel Alito faced a 
Senate confirmation 

vote in 2006, Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein, D-Calif., had no qualms 
about rejecting Alito simply be-
cause she did not 
agree with him. “If 
one is pro-choice 
in this day and 
age, in this struc-
ture, one can’t vote 
for Judge Alito,” 
Feinstein declared.

Feinstein went 
even further. 
When Republicans 
argued that simple 
fairness demanded 
a full floor vote 
on Alito, Fein-
stein, like Sen. Barbara Boxer, 
D-Calif., and then-Sen. Barack 
Obama, D-Ill., supported the use 
of the filibuster to prevent it. 
They tried, but failed to prevent 
a majority-rules vote.

Now that Democrats are in 
power, judicial philosophy 
doesn’t matter. 

Before a Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing on the con-
firmation of UC Berkeley Law 
Professor Goodwin Liu to the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Feinstein complained to The 
Chronicle’s Bob Egelko that 
Liu’s critics were all “attack, 
attack, attack,” which seemed 
unfair, as Liu is “exemplary.”

So here is the conundrum, in 
two parts.

Should Democrats, who have 
happily rejected Republican 
presidents’ judicial nominees on 
philosophical grounds, complain 
when Republicans do the same 
to the Democrats’ picks?

The answer is: No, but it’s not 
as if you can stop them. And 
should Republicans stick to the 
“let a conservative pick a conser-
vative, and then let the full Sen-
ate vote” standard when a liberal 
is the president and Democrats 
rule the Senate?

Yes, but that doesn’t mean 
Repubs have to throw rose petals 
at Liu’s feet. 

The standard I would suggest 
is a low bar — that the GOP treat 
Liu better than he treated Alito 
and now-Chief Justice John Rob-

erts who, Liu argued, were too 
extreme for the Big Bench.

Liu’s criticism of four Alito 
decisions upholding capital 
punishment cases — only one 
of which prevailed — showed 
that Liu wrongly jumped “to a 
conclusion of racism,” accord-
ing to Kent Scheidegger of the 
Criminal Justice Legal Founda-
tion. Scheidegger believes that if 
Liu becomes an appellate judge, 
he would overrule death penalty 
convictions given any excuse, no 
matter how far-fetched.

At the hearing, Liu told Sen. 
Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., “I have no 
opposition to the death penalty. 
I’ve never written anything 
questioning its morality or 
constitutionality. I would have 
no problem enforcing the law as 
written in this area.” Liu also 
admitted that his language on 
Alito was “perhaps unnecessar-
ily flowery.” Flowery?

Conservatives cite a Stanford 
Law Review article, “Rethinking 
Constitutional Welfare Rights,” 
to argue Liu may find a court-
mandated fundamental right to 
shelter, subsistence, health care 
and more.

Yet the article — I read it so 
you don’t have to — noted that 
lawmakers must act first. To wit: 
“we cannot hope to change our 
law without first doing the hard 
work of changing our politics.” 
Good.

Minnesota law professor 
Richard Painter, who served 
as Bush’s chief ethics lawyer, 
concluded, “There are real left-
wingers in academia. He’s not 
one of them.”

Liu recognizes that legislators, 
not judges, write laws that cre-
ate entitlement benefits; then in 
their “interstitial role,” courts 
can identify and interpret crite-
ria — a view Liu calls “conserva-
tive.” But he leaves open a door 
to mischief.

In citing areas where the 
bench “can legitimately foster 
evolution of welfare rights,” 
he refers to “California’s anti-
quated and inequitable system 
of school finance.” I felt the cold 
brace of another pricey Ninth-
Circuit-Court-acting-as-Sacra-
mento decision.

UC Berkeley Law Professor 

Jesse Choper told me, “I do be-
lieve that he will make an honest 
attempt to figure out what the 
circuit (court) precedent or the 
Supreme Court precedent is.”

I buy that. But what hap-
pens when the precedent is 
insufficient? What about the 
precedents for overturning 
well-deserved capital sentences, 
for which the Ninth Circuit is 
infamous? This may well be a 
case of right man/wrong court.

As Scheidegger told me, “I am 
more worried about a nominee 
like this before the Ninth Circuit 
than I would be with another 
circuit. One off-the-wall judge in 
a circuit (court) generally full of 
people with good sense doesn’t 
cause that much damage. But 
a judge added to a court that is 
already way off in left field can 
cause considerably more dam-
age.”

Now, do the math. Barring a 
bonehead misstep that won’t 
happen, Liu has the votes to pass 
out of the Judiciary Committee, 
then a Senate floor vote. Only a 
filibuster can stop him.

Scheidegger argued for the 
filibuster. “The Republicans 
have to take the position that 
they can’t unilaterally disarm, 
as much as they don’t like the 
filibuster,” he said. And: “If one 
side uses it and the other side 
doesn’t, we’re going to end up 
skewing the courts in one direc-
tion.”

But a filibuster cannot and 
should not happen. It would take 
all but one of 41 GOP senators to 
sustain a filibuster. 

Too many Republicans have 
argued passionately against that 
trick to change course now.

Painter found the filibuster 
option “really unacceptable. I’m 
just not willing to say the Repub-
licans should do the same thing. 
It gets circular, and they (the 
Democrats) will do it when we 
want to get our people in.”

And the day that the Repub-
licans will want to get their 
people in may come sooner than 
expected.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com.
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I 
wonder why any president 
of the United States would 
feel compelled to protest, 
repeatedly, “I believe in the 

power of the free market.” Has 
any other president said it — at 
least in the context Obama keeps 
saying it? That’s 
rhetorical.

Sure, Ronald 
Reagan talked 
about the glories of 
capitalism fre-
quently, but never 
in terms of trying 
to convince skep-
tics that he really 
believed what he 
was saying.

But Obama said 
it again in that 
very context, in his Wall Street 
speech in New York on Thurs-
day. “As I said two years ago on 
this stage, I believe in the power 
of the free market.” Believe me; 
he didn’t go on to elaborate on 
the wonders of entrepreneur-
ship, capital formation, liberty 
or the robust economic growth 
that free markets produce and 
which cannot be replicated, with 
any faint degree of consistency, 
in command-control economies.

Indeed, just one sentence later, 
Obama added one of his ubiq-
uitous free market qualifiers. 
He said, “But a free market was 
never meant to be a free license 
to take whatever you can get 
however you can get it.”

Excuse me? Please tell me one 
capitalist who believes that a 
free market is synonymous with 
a license to steal. None does. 
They all understand that our 
capitalist system operates under 
the rule of law. We already have 
laws preventing stealing, fraud 
and the like. So why does he 
have to frame the issue in such 
distorted extremes? Also rhetori-
cal.

But let me ask you something: 
Could Obama make the same 
statements about the federal gov-
ernment, as in, “I believe in the 
power of the federal government, 

but the federal government was 
never supposed to have a license 
to take whatever it can get how-
ever it can get it”?

Sure he could make the state-
ment, but would he mean it?

Rhetorical. 
Surely we can all agree that he 

has far more confidence in the 
federal government than in the 
invisible hand of the free mar-
ket. In fact, Obama leftists these 
days are coming out of the wood-
work to condemn conservatives 
and other free market advocates 
for believing that capitalism can 
possibly work without the con-
stant heavy hand of government 
regulation pressing down on evil 
entrepreneurs for their excess 
profiteering.

Raised and mentored at the 
feet of capitalist-hating leftists, 
Obama repeatedly reveals a vis-
ceral distaste for profits. And I 
don’t mean so-called “excess” or 
“ill-gotten” profits only, but just 
plain old profits. Obama thinks, 
like a Marxist, that profits are 
“surplus value” stolen by capi-
talists from laborers who pro-
duce the wealth.

He is obviously so deeply 
steeped in Marxist indoctrina-
tion that he believes that prices 
are only high because of profits.

In his static view, only a 
government-controlled system 
can cut out those evil profits and 
maintain reasonable prices. He 
apparently has no concept of — 
or any appreciable real-world ex-
perience validating — the ability 
of the market, through competi-
tion, to produce higher-quality 
goods at lower prices.

We witnessed this with his 
opportunistic war on insur-
ance companies, when he sav-
aged them for their “obscene 
and excessive” profits. But the 
unvarnished data proved the 
insurance industry’s profits are 
modest compared with those of 
other industries. Obama was 
surely aware of that but shrewd-
ly labeled them “excessive” be-
cause he knows Americans are 

not allergic to profits as he is.
In hot pursuit of his latest 

federal power grab (a complete 
financial overhaul), what Obama 
doesn’t tell us is that it wasn’t an 
unregulated market that primar-
ily caused the financial crisis 
— the crisis that facilitated his 
ecstatic quest to completely 
transform America into a social-
ist state. It was largely an un-
bridled, out-of-control, do-gooder 
leftist Congress that substituted 
its values for the wisdom of the 
market and incentivized and 
forced financial firms to make 
loans to people who couldn’t pos-
sibly repay them, among other 
things. These wonderful leftist 
congressmen, who hold them-
selves out as impartial regula-
tors, resisted Republican efforts 
to rein in their friends at Fannie 
and Freddie.

Obama’s financial overhaul 
bill would not enhance the rule 
of law, which in a nutshell is 
a government of laws, not of 
men. It would diminish the rule 
of law by replacing the law’s 
intended impartiality (objec-
tive standards that citizens can 
rely on) with giving “unlimited 
discretion” to arrogant, power-
drunk government thugs who 
think they are better-equipped, 
morally and intellectually, to 
run our macroeconomy. There 
would be no level playing field 
guaranteed by the rule of law, 
but an expansion of the ability 
of government, with yet more 
confiscated taxpayer money, to 
pick the winners and losers for 
whatever reason it wants and 
without having to explain why. 
This, as I wrote before, is TARP 
writ permanent. And we know 
how much accountability the 
government has had with TARP 
expenditures — or with Obama’s 
stimulus funds, for that matter.

When will this insanity end?

David Limbaugh is a writer, 
author and attorney.
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I
t’s a point we’ve made before, and it’s as 
true today as it was then: Nobody likes be-
ing in the hospital ... not as a patient any-
way.

Let’s face it, any health problem that calls for 
a hospital stay is nothing to smile about. What’s 
more, having to stay in a strange room, sleep 
in a bed that’s not yours and eat institutional 
meals, no matter how well prepared, are simply 
not enjoyable experiences.

Most of us have found the only thing that 
makes the experience bearable is the knowledge 
that at some point we’ll be headed home.

Every once in a while, however, you find your-
self cared for by a nurse who seems to go out of 
his or her way to make your hospital stay the 
best it can be. Such nurses are virtually unfor-
gettable.

And when you’ve received that kind of care, 
you often find yourself wishing there was some-
thing more you could do than just thank that 
special nurse.

So does Scenic Mountain Medical Center.
If you’ve been a patient at SMMC and were im-

pressed by the care you received by one of the 
nurses there, hospital officials want to know 
about it and are currently asking local residents 
for nominations for the Patient Choice Award.

 The Patient Choice Award honors one nurse in 
particular — one the hospital believes has rep-
resented the quality care, comfort and compas-
sion they want offered by the nurses at SMMC. 
Continuing the tradition of the last few years, 
that one nurse at Scenic Mountain will receive 
the Patient Choice Award during Nurses’ Week, 
May 6-12.

However, you don’t necessarily have to have 
been an SMMC patient to nominate a nurse. If 
you, or a family member, have received inpa-
tient or outpatient care at the hospital during 
the past year and you have a nurse you’d like to 
thank, you can submit a nomination.

Nominations for the 2010 Patient Choice Award 
are being accepted until Monday. To nominate 
a nurse, send the nurse’s name and a few para-
graphs explaining your nomination, along with 
your own name (and the name of the patient), 
address and telephone number. 

E-mail nominations can be sent to Kim_How-
ell@chs.net or mail them to Kim Howell, Mar-
keting Director, Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center, 1601 West 11th Place, Big Spring 79720. 
Nominations can also be faxed to 268-4732.

We here at the Herald are convinced there are 
several nurses at SMMC who deserve recogni-
tion and applaud the hospital on creating the 
Patient Choice Award.

After all, it’s an opportunity for apprecia-
tive patients to offer more than just a heartfelt 
“thank you.”

SMMC seeking
your nominees
for nurse award

letter policieS
The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

a Small prayer

May we choose Your truth, Lord, for our life.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson
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F
or nearly a 
week, the wom-
an had seen 
large flocks 

feeding by the side of 
the Garden City High-
way. Whenever her car 
neared 
the area, 
the birds 
seemed 
to sense 
rather 
than see 
her ap-
proach.

Like a gi-
ant being 
coming to 
life, they 
would 
suddenly 
leave the roadside in 
unison. How each one 
knew at the same time 
where they were going 
was beyond her wild-
est imagination.  Re-
sembling a small, dark 
cloud, the individual 
members appeared to 
have rehearsed every 
move to sustain this 
phenomenon.

During one drive she 
had stopped her car in 
the middle of the road 
to watch as their flight 
undulated toward a 
nearby fence line. After 
a momentary stop, the 
birds continued the 
harmony of flight that 
had first caught her at-
tention.

Having left that 

morning for a day’s 
shopping, the woman 
hoped she would see 
the migrating birds 
that afternoon on her 
way home. However, 
the further she drove 
from the city, the more 
trucks she encoun-
tered from the farm 
and ranch roads. With 
the unexpected traffic, 
she realized the birds 
would have to wait for 
an opportunity to feast 
on grass seeds.

Ahead, as a semi 
topped a rise in the 
terrain, she could see 
another blur of flutter-
ing wings.  “Whew!” 
she thought, “A near 
miss.” Divided in their 
haste to get away from 
the truck, the flock soon 
merged over a nearby 
field. Flying further 
from the roadway, they 
disappeared into a large 
clump of scrub-like 
growth.

Approaching the 
same area, the woman 
did not expect to see a 
lone bird standing be-
side the pavement. Af-
ter realizing oncoming 
traffic might hit it, she 
applied the brakes, 
made a U-turn, and 
headed back.

Fortunately the near-
est truck was a speck in 
the distance. As quietly 
as possible, she opened 
the door and tiptoed 

toward the bird.
Stopping just behind 

it, she noticed one wing 
was held slightly lower 
than the other. Not un-
til she quickly grabbed 
the bird did it realize 
its predicament. Strug-
gling against her grip, 
the colorful sparrow 
pecked at her finger and 
thumb repeatedly.

After learning the 
woman had already 
traveled some distances 
that day, Art and I 
decided to drive to 
Garden City to meet her 
and her patient. The 
20 miles south through 
the countryside was a 
pleasant diversion.

As a convenient 
place to meet we chose 

the imposing court-
house. Before opening 
the box containing the 
bird, I had Art place a 
towel over my hand and 
around the edges.

The woman’s warning 
of its trying to get out 
several times was well 
founded. 

Without seeing the 
frisky bird, I felt the 
empty voids of the box 
until I sensed it had 
chosen a corner. My 
quick grab was not 
rewarded. Instead, I felt 
the bird brush the side 
of my hand as it scur-
ried to another corner. 
From the sound coming 
from the box, I deter-
mined which end and 
tried again.

For a sparrow, it was 
fairly large. Most no-
ticeable were the broad 
black and white stripes 
on top of its head. If 
ever a bird’s name suit-
ed its appearance, this 
was the occasion. Still 
wiggling, the white-
crowned sparrow was a 
study in contrasts.

With brown the color 
of its back, rump, tail 
and wings, nature had 

accented its upper back 
with black streaks and 
each wing had two 
white bars. A soft gray 
embellished its face, 
neck and breast, while 
its throat and belly 
were lighter. 

As I extended each 
wing, the sparrow used 
its dark pink bill to 
peck my hand repeat-
edly.

Such a beak was typi-
cal for a seed and insect 
eater.

Allowing the bird to 
flap its wings, and not 
finding any signs of a 
break, I felt the sparrow 
might have been a vic-
tim of a downdraft from 
a passing semi.

Being slammed to 
the pavement by such 
turbulence could have 
caused bruising to the 
affected wing.

A brief stay at the Eos 
Sanctuary in Midland 
would give this feisty 
sparrow time to recov-
er.  Having wintered in 
our semi-arid, warmer 
portion of Texas, the 
bird could then con-
tinue its journey to the 
breeding territories of 

Canadian forests.
Along the way, it 

might forage on the 
ground for seeds.

Emerging buds of 
fruit trees would be 
considered delicacies, 
while fields of waste 
grain is a mainstay. In-
variably flies, mosqui-
toes, small caterpillars 
and beetles would be 
available in late spring 
and early summer.

The sparrow would 
relish whatever nature 
provided.

“It’s so hard to tell 
which kind of sparrows 
they are,” the woman 
sighed as we started to 
leave. “If they’d only 
hold still!”

Amused, we shared 
in common that com-
ment. With the unique 
markings on the white-
crowned sparrow’s 
head, however, she, and 
we had learned there 
are no other sparrows 
quite like it.

Bebe McCasland is au-
thor of The Scoop from 
Bird Poop. She is feder-
ally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE FUNDS

April 16, 2010
City of Big Spring
310 Nolan St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 264-2401

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about April 28, 2010 the City of Big Spring will submit a request 
to the Texas Department of Rural Affairs (TDRA) for the release of 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds under the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (“HERA”), to undertake a project known 
as Big Spring NSP, for the purpose of demolition of approximately forty 
five (45) blighted properties and construction of approximately five (5) 
new homes on foreclosed lots all within the targeted area of the program 
described as that area within the city limits of Big Spring that is west of 
U.S. Hwy. 87; east of McMahon Wrinkle Airport; North of Webb Street 
and Martin Luther King Blvd. and South of Interstate Highway 20.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act 
requirements. An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents 
the environmental determinations for this project is on file at the Office 
of the City Attorney, City of Big Spring, 310 Nolan St., Big Spring, TX 
79720 and may be examined or copied weekdays 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
Notice of Intent to request a Release of Funds to the City of Big Spring, 
310 Nolan St. Big Spring, TX 79720. All comments received by April 
27, 2010 will be considered by the City prior to a  request for release of 
funds. Commentors should specify which part of this Notice they are 
addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
       The City of Big Spring certifies to the Texas Department of Rural 
Affairs (TDRA) that Russ McEwen in his capacity as Mayor consents to 
accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to 
enforce responsibilities in relations to the environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. TDRA’s approval of 
the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related 
laws and authorities, and allows the city of Big Spring to use Program 
funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
TDRA will consider objections to the release of funds received by May 14, 
2010 or a period of fifteen days from its receipt of the request (whichever 
is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification 
was not executed by the Certifying Officer or other officer of the City 
approved by TDRA; (b) the City has omitted a step or failed to make a 
decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient or other participants in the project have committed funds 
or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a 
release of funds by TDRA; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required 
procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to David B. Brown, 
Environmental Regulatory Officer, Texas Department of Rural Affairs, 
P.O. Box 12877, Austin, TX 78971. Potential objectors should contact 
TDRA to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Russ McEwen, Mayor, City of Big Spring 207495

Bird Poop:
Injured sparrow
rehabilitated to
migrate again

Courtesy photo

Adaptable, the white-crowned sparrow spends its summers in northern forests. During the winter it is 
often seen in parts of Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Mexico and the Gulf Coast.

BeBe

Mccasland

Parent’s Corner:
Humor, ability to laugh
is good to have, learn
H

umor is infectious and the 
sound of roaring laugh-
ter is contagious. When 
laughter is shared, it binds 

people together and increases happi-
ness and intimacy. In addition to the 
domino effect of joy and amusement, 
laughter also trig-
gers healthy physical 
changes in the body.

Humor and laughter 
strengthen your im-
mune system, boost 
your energy, diminish 
pain and protect you 
from the damaging ef-
fects of stress. 

Best of all, this price-
less medicine is fun, 
free and easy to use.

Laughter is a power-
ful antidote to stress, 
pain and conflict. Nothing works 
faster or more dependably to bring 
your mind and body back into bal-
ance than a good laugh. Humor light-
ens your burdens, inspires hopes, 
connects you to others and keeps you 
grounded, focused and alert.

With so much power to heal and 
renew, the ability to laugh easily and 
frequently is a tremendous resource 
for surmounting problems, enhanc-
ing your relationships and support-
ing both physical and emotional 
health. 

Laughter makes you feel good. And 
the good feeling that you get when 
you laugh remains with you even 
after the laughter subsides. Humor 
helps you keep a positive, optimistic 
outlook through difficult situations, 

disappointments and loss.  
More than just a respite from sad-

ness and pain, laughter gives you 
the courage and strength to find new 
sources of meaning and hope. Even 
in the most difficult of times, a laugh 
— or even simply a smile — can go 
a long way toward making you feel 
better.

And laughter really is contagious, 
just hearing laughter primes your 
brain and readies you to smile and 
join in on the fun.

You can’t feel anxious, angry, or 
sad when you’re laughing.

Your sense of humor is one of the 
most powerful tools you have to 
make certain that your daily mood 
and emotional state support good 
health. Humor and playful commu-
nication strengthen relationships 
by triggering positive feelings and 
fostering emotional connection. 

When we laugh with one another, 
a positive bond is created. This bond 
acts as a strong buffer against stress, 
disagreements and disappointment 
and is an effective tools for keeping 
relationships fresh and exciting.

All emotional sharing builds strong 
and lasting relationship bonds, but 
sharing laughter and play adds joy, 
vitality and resilience. Humor is a 
powerful and effective way to heal re-
sentments, disagreements and hurts. 

Laughter unites people during diffi-
cult times. Mutual laughter and play 
are an essential component of strong, 
healthy relationships. 

By making a conscious effort to 

See RYAN, Page 7
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Obama’s challenge: Selling 
economic recovery in the face 
of high unemployment

WASHINGTON (AP) — Even as he touts his ef-
forts to put more Americans to work, President Ba-
rack Obama faces a public increasingly skeptical 
of his ability to bring jobs back to Main Street.

During stops in Iowa, Illinois and Missouri, 
Obama will try to convince voters that his econom-
ic policies are working, despite an unemployment 
rate that’s expected to remain at painfully high lev-
els for months if not years.

Those voters - many of them crucial indepen-
dents - will be key to Obama’s re-election prospects 
in 2012. And his fellow Democrats, facing a tough 
political climate in the November, need their sup-
port even sooner.

“The bottom line is that the Democrats are almost 
certain to be campaigning in economic circum-
stances that will not be politically favorable,” said 
William Galston, a former domestic policy aide in 
Bill Clinton’s White House and now a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution.

The latest economic forecasts do show signs of 
progress: The nation added jobs at the fastest pace 
in three years last month; the manufacturing in-
dustry is growing at a steady pace; and new claims 
for jobless benefits have declined.

State vs. U.S. rights: Legal 
challenges expected over Arizona’s 
crackdown on illegal immigrants

PHOENIX (AP) — The debate over Arizona’s new 
illegal immigrant law will likely move from pro-
test lines and talk shows to the courtroom, where 
a judge could be asked to decide whether the state 
can enforce laws that until now had been the fed-
eral government’s exclusive domain.

Republican Gov. Jan Brewer, who signed the bill 
on Friday, said Arizona must act because Washing-
ton has failed to stop the flow of illegal immigrants 
and drugs from Mexico.

Opposition to the law grew Monday as opponents 
used refried beans to smear swastikas on the state 
Capitol, civil rights leaders and others demanded 
a boycott of the state, a petition drive began to put 
the measure to a public vote and the Obama admin-
istration weighed a possible legal challenge.

Activists are planning a challenge of their own, 
hoping to block the law from taking effect by argu-
ing that it encroaches on the federal government’s 
authority to regulate immigration and violates 
people’s constitutional rights by giving police too 
much power.

The measure — set to take effect in late July or 
early August — would make it a crime under state 
law to be in the U.S. illegally. It directs state and 
local police to question people about their immi-
gration status if there is reason to suspect they are 
illegal.

Goldman CEO, executives 
appearing before Senate panel 10 
days after government fraud suit

WASHINGTON (AP) — The CEO of Goldman 
Sachs and other executives from the Wall Street 
powerhouse are coming before Congress 10 days af-
ter the government accused the firm of fraud. The 
Senate panel hearing their testimony Tuesday al-
leges that Goldman used a strategy that allowed it 
to profit from the housing meltdown and reap bil-
lions at the expense of clients.

Goldman executives misled investors in complex 
mortgage securities that turned toxic, investiga-
tors for the Senate subcommittee say. They point 
to a trove of some 2 million e-mails and other Gold-
man documents obtained in an 18-month investiga-
tion. Excerpts from the documents were released 
Monday, a day before the hearing bringing CEO 
Lloyd Blankfein and the others before the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.

Blankfein says in his prepared testimony that 
Goldman didn’t bet against its clients and can’t 
survive without their trust.

Also appearing Tuesday: Fabrice Tourre, a Gold-
man trading executive who, federal regulators say, 
marketed an investment designed to lose value. 
Tourre who famously called himself in a January 
2007 e-mail “The fabulous Fab ... standing in the 
middle of all these complex, ... exotic trades he cre-
ated.”

The Securities and Exchange Commission this 
month filed a civil fraud case against Goldman, 
saying it misled investors about securities tied 
to home loans. The SEC says Goldman concocted 
mortgage investments without telling buyers they 
had been put together with help from a hedge fund 
client, Paulson & Co., that was betting on the in-
vestments to fail. The agency also charged Tourre.

Key Afghan military operation 
moves slowly as Washington’s 
political clock ticks

WASHINGTON (AP) — The American-led effort 
to gain control of southern Afghanistan is off to a 
slow start and the political clock is ticking as U.S. 
troops head into what could be the bloodiest fight 
yet in the eight-year war.

The U.S. and its NATO allies last week set a goal 
of starting to transfer control of Afghanistan to 
the central government by the end of the year, and 
President Barack Obama has said U.S. troops must 
start leaving in 2011.

But the slow pace of progress makes it less likely 
Obama can meet these tight deadlines, and it’s not 
clear if he can buy more time: He has struggled to 
persuade Congress to commit troops based on the 
current schedule.

The expanded U.S. campaign began in late win-
ter in the small farming hamlets of Marjah, in 
Helmand Province, and has advanced more slowly 
than expected, officials said.

Now U.S. and NATO troops face a much more for-
midable task: securing Kandahar, the birthplace 
of the Taliban and the area from which al-Qaida 
planned the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Army troops guard Bangkok 
elevated train stops after protesters 
overrun downtown station

BANGKOK (AP) — Anti-government protesters 
forced a rush hour shutdown of Bangkok’s busy 
elevated train system Tuesday and promised to ex-
pand the protests that have plunged the Thai capi-
tal into chaos by sending teams of demonstrators 
throughout the city.

The prime minister, who has broken off negotia-
tions with the protesters occupying parts of central 
Bangkok, said he hoped to resolve the crisis soon 
without resorting to force, but appealed for pa-
tience.

“We recognize that as every day passes by, the 
people of Thailand suffer, the country suffers, but 
we want to make sure that there is rule of law,” 
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva told CNN’s Chris-
tiane Amanpour, according to quotes posted on the 
news channel’s website. “We will try to enforce the 
law with minimum losses and we will try to find a 
political resolution, but it takes time, patience and 
cooperation.”

The four-hour closure of Bangkok’s Skytrain 
caused commuter chaos and raised concerns in the 
tense capital, where hundreds of soldiers armed 
with automatic weapons were deployed to guard 
stations and other major city boulevards.

Cook aboard oil rig that exploded 
off the La. coast recalls her escape 
as crews work on leak

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Oleander Benton, a 
cook on an oil rig that exploded off the Louisiana 
coast, was sitting at a laundry room table with a 

friend when the lights went out. Then, there was 
the blast.

The Deepwater Horizon platform shuddered, de-
bris fell from the ceiling and Benton hit the floor, as 
she had been trained to do. She scrambled through 
hallways littered with rubble, following a man in a 
white T-shirt.

“I could not see anything but that man. He just 
kept on saying ‘Come this way, come that way.’ 
It was like he was coaching me to my lifeboat, be-
cause I couldn’t see,” she said.

She made it across the sweltering, mud-caked 
deck to a lifeboat — one of 115 people to safely es-
cape the platform after the explosion a week ago. 
Eleven others are missing and presumed dead.

Benton, 52, recalled her tale as crews used a re-
mote sub to try to shut off an underwater oil well 
that’s gushing 42,000 gallons a day from the site 
of the wrecked drilling platform. If crews cannot 
stop the leak quickly, they might need to drill an-
other well to redirect the oil, a process that could 
take about two months while oil washes up along a 
broad stretch of shore, from the white-sand beach-
es of Florida’s Panhandle to the swamps of Louisi-
ana.
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incorporate more humor and 
play into your daily interac-
tions, you can improve the qual-
ity of your love relationships, as 
well as your connections with 
co-workers, family members and 
friends.

Anyone can join the laugh-
ter movement. All it takes is a 
willingness to risk some loss of 
control.

The timid may start with a few 

shy giggles. The courageous may 
jump in with deep belly laugh-
ter.

A sense of humor is not re-
quired. 

All we have to do is believe, let 
go, clap our hands and laughter 
will live again. 

Laughter is your birthright, a 
natural part of life that is in-
nate and inborn. Infants begin 
smiling during the first weeks 
of life and laugh out loud within 
months of being born.

Even if you did not grow up in 
a household where laughter was 
a common sound, you can learn 

to laugh at any stage of life. As 
laughter becomes an integrated 
part of your life, your creativity 
will flourish and new discover-
ies for playing with friends, 
coworkers, acquaintances and 
loved ones will occur to you 
daily.

Humor takes you to a higher 
place where you can view the 
world from a more relaxed, 
positive, creative, joyful and bal-
anced perspective.

Darrell Ryan is director of fed-
eral programs for the Big Spring 
Independent School District.

News in brief▼
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Sports in brief

Texas
falls to
Detroit

ARLINGTON (AP) — 
Neftali Feliz got his first 
opportunity to pitch on 
consecutive days for the 
Texas Rangers.

The second go-round 
wasn’t very good for the 
youngster who often 
throws 100-mph fast-
balls.

Feliz gave up back-to-
back homers to Miguel 
Cabrera and Brandon 
Inge in the ninth inning 
Monday night and the 
Detroit Tigers beat the 
Rangers 8-6 after blow-
ing a five-run lead.

“It wasn’t the result 
I expected. It wasn’t a 
good result, but I was 
feeling good,” Feliz said 
through an intepreter. 
“It wasn’t the pitches. It 
was the location of the 
pitches, it wasn’t where 
I wanted to locate.”

Cabrera’s homer came 
on a 95-mph fastball, 
the hardest of the right-
hander’s 15 pitches Mon-
day — and faster than 
any of the seven pitches 
the 21-year-old Feliz (1-1) 
threw to get three outs 
Sunday in another non-
save situation. Inge hit a 
94-mph pitch for his sec-
ond homer of the game.

“We knew he was 
tough,” Cabrera said. 
“You have to be patient 
and make contact. He 
throws so hard that if 
you make contact, it can 
go out, especially in this 
ballpark.”

Cabrera’s tiebreaking 
homer was a 399-foot shot 
that landed in the Rang-
ers’ bullpen in right-cen-
ter. Inge followed with a 
blast to left.

Inge’s two-run shot in 
the fifth, his first of the 
season, put Detroit up 
6-1.

“Sometimes you hit a 
spurt where no matter 
where you hit it, it ends 
up being an out. But that 
ends eventually,” a re-
lieved Inge said. “You 
try not to get too frus-

See TEXAS, Page 14

Forsan schedules
practice games 

Now they wait.
The Forsan Buffaloes, who concluded a perfect 

season Friday, now must wait two or three weeks 
before they start the state Class 1A baseball play-
offs.

The Buffs ended the regular season with a 20-0 re-
cord after defeating Hamlin 3-2 Friday. Sophomore 
pitcher Payton Parker improved to 8-0 for the sea-
son, striking out seven during the game.

Head Coach Jason Phillips said the Buffaloes 
have scheduled practice games to remain sharp 
during their long layoff.

Practice games have been tentatively scheduled 
against Anson Friday, vs. Lockney Tuesday and 
against Windthorst Friday. Times and sites will be 
announced, Phillips said.

Howard agrees to $125 
million extension with Phils

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Ryan Howard took a 
good-natured jab at those fickle fans in baseball-
crazy Philadelphia.

“Hopefully there’s no riots taking place back in 
Philly,” he joked of his new megadeal.

Get used to it, City of Brotherly Love. This guy’s 
going to be around for a while.

The slugging first baseman agreed to a $125 mil-
lion, five-year contract extension Monday that 
could keep him with the Phillies until 2017.

Howard preferred securing his future in Phila-
delphia to testing free agency in two years — and 
boy, is he getting his payday. He also felt loyal to 

the franchise that gave him his chance to reach the 
big leagues, saying, “That wasn’t a very hard deci-
sion.”

“I tell you what, it’s a great feeling to have that 
security and know where you’re going to be,” How-
ard said. “I feel what I’ve been doing over the last 
couple of years, I feel pretty confident that down 
the road, I’ll be right where I want to be and still 
doing the same things.”

Howard’s teammates wasted no time hitting him 
up for favors, either.

“Where we going to eat, Ryan?” Ben Francisco 
asked.

Howard just chuckled.

Rangers’ McCarthy on minor league 
DL 

ARLINGTON (AP) — Oft-injured Texas Rangers 
pitcher Brandon McCarthy is hurting again.

McCarthy, at Triple-A Oklahoma City after not 
making the Rangers’ rotation out of spring train-
ing, has been put on the seven-day disabled list in 
the minor leagues after feeling soreness in his right 
shoulder after his last start.

The right-hander was 7-4 with a 4.62 ERA last sea-
son, when he was limited to 17 starts because of a 
stress fracture in his right throwing shoulder. He 
had the same problem in 2007.

Rangers bench coach away 
after daughter’s death 

ARLINGTON (AP) — Texas Rangers bench coach 
Jackie Moore is away from the team after the death 
of his daughter.

The Rangers say Sherry Moore Parker, 52, died 
Sunday. The cause of death hadn’t been deter-
mined. Moore learned of her death near the end of 
Sunday’s game against Detroit and is in Houston 
with his family.

Moore is in the second year of his fourth stint as 
a Texas coach. The 71-year-old Moore has been in-
volved in professional baseball as a player, coach 
or manager every season since 1957.

Rangers hitting coach Clint Hurdle, a former ma-
jor league manager, will fill in for Moore during his 
absence. Scott Servais, the team’s player develop-
ment director, will also be in uniform.

British Open awaits Woods entry
LONDON (AP) — Tiger Woods has not yet entered 

the British Open, but organizers expect him to try 
to become the first player to win the title three 
times at St. Andrews on the tournament’s 150th an-
niversary.

Woods is one of five players to have won the Open 
twice at the Old Course — taking the last two ma-
jors played there in 2000 and 2005 — and returned to 
competitive golf recently at the Masters after a long 
layoff following a sex scandal.

“Tiger Woods has not yet entered, but in a normal 
year he would not have done that anyway, so I am 
absolutely certain he will be with us,” Royal and 
Ancient Club chief executive Peter Dawson said in 
a briefing Tuesday.

The deadline to enter is May 27. The British Open 
is July 15-18.

Dawson also downplayed concerns that Woods’ 
appearance after his highly publicized extramari-
tal affairs might create security difficulties.

HERALD photo/Tony Claxton

Howard College centerfielder Joe Leftridge settles under a fly ball during 
the Hawks’ game against Midland College Saturday. The Hawks return 
to action Friday when they host Clarendon College in a doubleheader 
beginning at noon Friday at Jack Barber Field.

Dallas looking
to buck history

DALLAS (AP) — 
Shawn Marion took on 
a new role for the Dallas 
Mavericks on Monday: 
Motivator.

With the Mavs facing 
a 3-1 deficit to the San 
Antonio Spurs, Marion 
told his teammates how 
they can overcome the 
long odds, speaking 
from the experience of 
having been part of the 
last team that pulled it 
off.

“They believed they 
were the better team 
that year, had a couple 
of tough losses, stuck 
together and fought 
through it,” Dirk Now-
itzki said of Marion’s 
speech. “That’s what 
you have to do in a situ-
ation like that — keep 
believing in each other, 
play together and just 
play a little smarter and 
a littler harder down the 
stretch and we can get it 
done.”

History says they 
can’t. Of the 189 teams 
in a hole this deep, only 
eight have clawed all 
the way out.

The Mavs have a few 
thin vines of hope they 
can cling to, starting 
with their connections 
to the last two teams 
that did it: Marion’s 
Phoenix Suns in 2006, 

and the 2003 Detroit Pis-
tons coached by Rick 
Carlisle, who is now 
Dallas’ coach.

Both those comebacks 
came in the first round, 
where this series is. 
Both teams were the 
higher seed, too, which 
means they had Games 
5 and 7 at home; the 
Mavs have that advan-
tage, too, starting Tues-
day night.

“This is difficult,” 
Carlisle said. “But this 
is the ultimate in this 
game, to have this chal-
lenge put in front of you 
that nobody thinks you 
can do. ... We’ve got to 
drawn strength and 
keep battling and find a 
way to win Game 5.”

Those rallies make for 
great touchstones, but 
the inspiration loses 
steam when factoring 
in another key element: 
the caliber of teams that 
blew those leads.

The 2003 Magic had 
Tracy McGrady and 
not much else. The 2006 
Lakers had Kobe Bryant 
and not much else.

The 2010 Spurs have 
Tim Duncan, Manu Gi-
nobili and Tony Parker.

Duncan has been 
bounced from the first

See DALLAS, Page 14

Is Kentucky Derby heading to prime time?
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 

The Kentucky Derby, perhaps 
more than any other sporting 
event, prides itself on tradi-
tion.

From the tasty mint juleps 
to the meticulously construct-
ed Derby hats to the playing of 
“My Old Kentucky Home,” the 
nation’s oldest continuously 
run sporting event — as the 
sign in the paddock reminds 
you — is an annual step back 
in time.

Yet four-time Derby-winning 
trainer D. Wayne Lukas envi-
sions a day when the race run 
on the first Saturday in May 
for the last 135 years will move 
into primetime.

“I think it’s inevitable,” he 

said.
For proof, Lukas simply 

points to the newly installed 
lights that surround the track, 
including four that jut right 
in front of Churchill Downs’ 
iconic twin spires.

“If you ask somebody stand-
ing here 20 years ago if we’d 
ever have lights at Churchill, 
they’d say ‘Absolutely not, 
that would never happen,’” he 
said. “And here they are.”

The track experimented with 
temporary lights last summer 
to see how fans would react to 
night racing toward the end of 
the sometimes steamy spring 
meet.

The response was so over-
whelming, with crowds aver-

aging nearly 30,000 a night, 
the track invested $3-4 million 
over the winter to make the 
lights permanent.

“The decision was really a 
reflection of the commitment 
we have to make sure that 
we’re having special events 
and special nights for the in-
dustry,” said Churchill Downs 
president Kevin Flannery.

Flannery likened the move 
to the one the Chicago Cubs 
made 20 years ago when lights 
were finally installed at Wrig-
ley Field.

“We’re an iconic track, we’re 
an iconic facility and just like 
Wrigley we have to give the 
customer what they want 
and we have to do things that 

spark demand for our prod-
uct,” Flannery said.

Never is that product in 
greater demand than on Der-
by Day, when 150,000 crowd 
the grandstand and the infield 
and millions more watch on 
TV.

And though the Derby 
prides itself as “the fastest two 
minutes in sports” the race is 
simply the exclamation point 
on a three-hour made-for-TV 
event.

There’s a red carpet packed 
with celebrities. Features on 
everything from the right food 
to serve at a Derby party to 
backstories on the principle

See DERBY, Page 14
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Announcements
WE LOVE and miss you Pappi 
and Miguel. We think of you 
both everyday and we love and 
miss you. Happy B-day Miguel. 
Love Family

Help Wanted
****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Now hiring 
for a driver for Coahoma area. 
Need at least a Class B CDL. 
Experience Preferred for a driv-
er’s position. Must be able to 
pass mandatory DOT and cor-
porate drug testing require-
ments. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon.-Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. Please 
come by our Coahoma office or 
call Arthur at (432)770-3966. 
An hourly rate with benefits 
package is available. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

CLINE CONSTRUCTION is 
taking   applications   for   a 
General Laborer. Must have a 
valid drivers license. Apply in 
person at 1807 N. FM 700.

DO YOU or someone you 
know want to work from home? 
Earn $500 to $5,000 per month 
Part Time. www.freeath-
ome123.com or 888-252-5310.

Long Term Care Division has 
an immediate opening for a 
LVN in the CBA Program in 
Odessa, Midland & Big Spring 
areas. Will work with clients 
and do some skilled visits. 
Home Health & 1-year Hosp. 
experience preferred. Inter-
ested  applicants  call  Jana 
Edwards LVN or Roxanna RN 
at 1-800-458-3257  M-TH 8-5, 
F 8-12      E.O.E.

ELLIOTT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
Hiring for Driver/Warehouse 
person. Must be 18 yrs old and 
have valid Drivers License. 
Must apply online at 
www.ElliottElectric.com

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

NEEDED: CONSTRUCTION
Superintendent for project at 
Big Spring VA. Must be experi-
enced with good communica-
tion and scheduling skills. 
Please send resume to or 
e-mail questions to 
choctaw@wf.net

PART-TIME JANITORIAL po-
sition needed at Life Church. 
Experience required. For more 
information call 432-263-7714, 
ext: 702.

PORTER       HENDERSON
Implement    Co.   Excepting 
applications for parts help. 
Must have farming knowledge 
and a valid driver’s license. 
Must apply in person.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

WANTED EXPERIENCED
pump truck and vacuum truck 
drivers. Experience necessary, 
previous jobs will be contacted. 
Apply at 1300 Hwy 350. No 
Phone Calls Please.

SPECIMEN COLLECTOR
needed in Big Spring area. 
Must have good driving record. 
Will train. Salary DOE. Please 
call 432-264-7506.

Help Wanted
SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.

Items for Sale
SATURDAY, MAY 1 

Opening 9 am
American Limestone has stone 

panels, bits & pieces at low 
cost. 

Corner of 1st Ave. and Wright 
Ave.

Southeast side of Airpark.

Lost and Found
FOUND LARGE,
reddish-brown dog on old air-
base housing. Seems young, 
energetic and kid- friendly. For 
adoption, call (432)263-6260.

Miscellaneous
BACK From LEASE! 1/2 Price 
12’X24’ and 14’X24’ Offices. 
Will Deliver. (432)563-3108.

FASTER INTERNET! No Ac-
cess to Cable or DSL? NO 
PROBLEM! Get High-Speed 
Satellite Internet. HURRY! Call 
NOW for a LIMITED TIME OF-
FER! WildBlue 1-866-301-9919

IF YOU USED TYPE 2 DIABE-
TES DRUG AVANDIA AND 
SUFFERED A STROKE OR 
HEART ATTACK. You may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727.

WILLIAMS JEWELRY Buyers, 
Many thousands of satisfied 
sellers since 1984, can’t be 
wrong. Wadley and Midland 
Dr., 10-6, Mon-Fri. 
432-689-2300

On the Farm
THE NEW

LS TRACTORS 
HAVE ARRIVED at

Beene Tractors 
6009 East Hwy 80.
Midland Tx 79706

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20 next door to 
Cisco Equipment) 

(432)686-9200 
Please come by for some West 
Texas Hospitality. Were you 
get more than you expect!!

Real Estate for Rent

1412 STADIUM- 2 bedroom, 
1 bath. $450. month, $300. de-
posit. Central Heat & Air. No 
pets. Call (432)270-1022 or 
353-4224 for more information.

1702 MORRISON 3 bdr, 1 
bath, Tile floors, CH/A, fenced 
yard. $725/month, $650/De-
posit. (432)213-4647

1800 WALLACE, 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath, garage, CH/A. 
$700. Month, $400. deposit. No 
HUD. No Pets. Non-smoker. 
References required. Call 
(432)270-3849 for more infor-
mation. 

1ST MONTH Free Rent with 
One year lease. Good Credit 
Only. Completely Remodeled 
with crown molding, new appli-
ances. $595. Monthly. Please 
Call  (432)816-7104.

3 BDRM @ 1410 Robin 
$400.00 month. Call 
(432)267-7380.

4 HOUSES- Commercial or 
Residential Use on Gregg, 
Scurry and FM 700 for Rent. 
Call (432)213-2319.

606 LINDA Lane.- 3 Bedroom, 
1 bath.  $650.00 month plus 
deposit. Call (432)296-3589.

704 S. LANCASTER (Close to 
Restraurants and Businesses) 
2 Bdrm, 1 bath, refrigerator fur-
nished. NO HUD. $385 Month, 
$250 Deposit. No pets. Refer-
ences required. 
(432)816-5025.

BUSINESS PROPERTY- 207 
West 10th Street. Call 
(432)263-1281 weekdays 
9:00am-5:00pm.

Real Estate for Rent
BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

CORPORATE FULL Furnished 
Housing. Great for work crews 
on minimum 1 month assign-
ments.  New washer & dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, linens 
provided. Call (432)816-7104.

Huge 1 Bdrm Duplex, includes 
washer/dryer, refrigerator, built 
in stove top, built in range, CA, 
drapes, wood floors, covered 
parking. All bills separate. 
$515. monthly, $350. deposit. 
ALSO Upstairs Efficiency Apt. 
includes refrigerator, stove, 
drapes, covered parking. All 
bills separate. $400. monthly, 
$350. deposit. Call Jose 
(469)878-4967.

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Large 1& 2 Bdrms 

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Various Discounts
Efficiency Apt. and 

1, 2 or 3 Bdrm  Apts. 
Available

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

TLC Property Management, 
LLC.

1 Month FREE
2 & 3 bedroom 

houses available for rent
Easy & Fast Move-In Process

Call (432)264-6337
for details

Real Estate for Sale
OWNER FINANCE, $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 806-438-5557.

Real Estate for Sale
COMMERCIAL- I-20 Frontage. 
Nice 1260 sq. ft. Bldg.- covered 
parking, patio, awning, kitchen, 
bath, many extra’s. See at 407 
NE Broadway, Coahoma, Tx. 
(432)394-4438, cell 270-0442. 
Owner Finance/ Cash Down 
Payment.

FORSAN ISD. New 3/2 with 
fireplace, all appliances in-
cluded. $3,200.00 down, $480 
monthly. WAC, Financing avail-
able. Call (432)517-0062 
RBI#36366.
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com
LARGE OFFICE Space for 
Rent -----or for Sale. Very Nice. 
CH/A, 5,000 sq. feet, 12 sepa-
rate business offices, 2 baths 
and kitchen. Located on New 
Street---- 1407 Lancaster. Call 
to look at Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

PERFECT 3 Bedroom, 2 bath. 
Remodeled, brand new AC/H, 
sprinkler system, 2 new water 
heaters, carport and garage, in 
great location. 422 Hillside Dr. 
Call 432-816-1035 for price.

SALE or LEASE. 4  bedroom, 
3 bath. Executive home, out-
side city, Coahoma ISD, horse 
pen, shop. Call (254)643-1145.

Vehicles
2002 CHEV Suburban. Looks 
good and runs great. 
$4,950.00. Call (432)935-6329 
or can be seen at 2100 Edge-
mere Road. 

HEADLIGHTS, TAILLIGHTS,
Body Parts, Door/Tailgate han-
dles, Mirrors, Window 
Motors/Regulators. All new, 
most models in stock. Savage 
Auto Parts at Midland, 3402 
Thomason Dr. 432-262-2276.

Legals
Invitation for Bids

Garrett & Associates General Con-
tractors, Ltd.  is accepting bid pro-
posals for concrete flatwork, rock 
excavation, solar electrical, and 
masonry subcontracts for work lo-
cated at Big Spring State Park. 
Bids will be received until 2:00 
p.m., on April 29, 2010 - via fax at 
903-839-9265 or delivered to 
21405 CR 2182, Whitehouse, TX 
75791.  Prospective bidders may 
obtain additional information and 
bid instructions by calling 
903-839-7909.  GAGC reserves 
the right to recommend to the 
Owner the bid proposal that pro-
vides the best value for the Project.
#6502  April  12,  13,  14,  15, 16, 
18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25, 26 
and 27, 2010

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

BUY•SELL•TRADE
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds
263-7331

$99 
Move-In
Special

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 21

05
34

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Hummer H3 4WD
Blue With Tan Leather, 

All Power, 36,000 Miles.

2004 Buick LeSabre
Custom Sedan, 77,000 Miles,
All Power, Extra Clean, White

w/Tan Cloth Interior.

2008 Chevrolet Diesel
3 Ton Crew Cab 4WD

Brown With Tan Leather, All 
Power, One Owner, Extra Clean.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

206085

$24,995

$8,995

$5,995

$26,995

2009 Acadia SLT
STK# 8787,

0% For 72 Mos. W.A.C. GMAC Financing

1999 Yukon 2WD, SLT
Red w/Gray Leather.

NEW

Reduced

RENTED
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCESFENCES

 LAWN SERVICE

20
59

52

Terrazas Lawn Service

Trey Terrazas
(432) 213-2695

Mowing, Edging, Weedeating,
Tree Trimming, 

No job too big or small, 

Free estimates,

call any time:

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

 ELECTRICAL

Elliott Electric Supply
is proud to announce 

their new location.

20
65

32

NOW OPEN
1211 E. 3rd St.

Big Spring
www.ElliottElectric.com
ph: 432-264-0316
fax: 432-264-0483

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Charlie 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 206119

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

 PAINTING

FREDDY'S PAINTING
& Tile interior, 

exterior, drywall, 
flooriing, complete 

remodels,
 free estimates.
425-2200 

or 894-1168 20
65

22

 LAWN SERVICE

20
58

91

Mowing • Weedeating
Hauling • Tilling

• Hedging • Trees Trimmed
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
Low Cost Metal Roofing

INSURED • BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478           432-213-6943
174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 LAWN SERVICE

J & J Lawn Service
    *Tree Trimming
    * Edging
    * Weedeating
    * Light Hauling
    * Mowing

20
65

30

Very Reasonable Rates
Call Today!!

(432) 213-3856

 HANDYMAN

RENT MY HUSBAND

20
65

41

(For your honey do's)
Want a patio or pool deck? 
Need a new fence? Maybe just 
knock out a wall for a larger 
room. Big or small jobs. 

PLEASE CALL

230-1989

 PAINTING & WALLPAPER

20
62

25

TWO CHICKS PAINTING
20+ years combined 

experience.
Interior/exterior and faux.

Free Estimates.
PLEASE CALL JOY AT:

296-1699

 FREE HAUL OFF
Haul Off of unwanted

 metal items. Appliances, 
lawnmowers, farm 
equipment, oilfield 

equipment.
BUYING JUNK CARS.

MIKE @
325-207-7149

ANY METAL ITEMS....FREE 20
65

28

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

 SIGNS/BANNERS ETC.

20
62

30

Rock-n-Designs
Personalized Etched Glass,
Banners, Signs, Decals, 

Grapics
Candy & Cathy

806-575-0131 or 325-436-9511

3609 W. Hwy. 180
Behind J&K Rental

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

PHOTOGRAPHY

by Dan Adams

COWBOY PHOTOGRAPHY

Weddings - starting @ $400.00
Eqestrian & Sports Events

P.O. Box 2992
Big Spring, Texas 79721
432-270-1438 cowboyphotographytx.com

206118

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

20
93

23

LAWN SERVICE
209325H & L

LAWN SERVICE
Mowing, Hauling, Estate, 

Garage Sale, Other Cleaning 
Out, Rent Houses, Storage Shed, 

Small Shed and Teardowns.

268-3065

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

 CONSTRUCTION

20
71

06

KIAN LLC
Demolition, Construction
Residential & Commercial

Bonded
State Licensed

Call
(432) 213-0253

 COMPUTER SERVICES

20
62

29

Blue Parrot
Technologies

•Computer Repair •Wireless Networking
•Video Surveillance •Computer Training

•Home Theatre
For your home or business!

Call Ron Baker
325-574-0196

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
62

93

Wes-Tex 
Resurfacing
Bathtub, Sink and 
Tile Refinishing

432-488-6105

MISCELLANEOUS

Sweetwater Trade Days
Vendors Wanted!
Indoors - Big Spaces

Held on the 1st weekend of every month.
Exit 243 on I-20

Old Walls Building
For More Info Call

325-669-5614

20
65

37
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                      $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place  your ad today!!

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

Max F. Moore

 TRACTOR & LOADER WORK

20
66

70

Shredding, Tilling
Dirt Moving
And Leveling
FREE ESTIMATES

(432) 213-0685

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

 WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
      406 Runnels

             (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-6134
“Se Habla Espanol”

209486

 SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

The moon’s transit 
from Libra to Scorpio is 
always a romantic pas-
sage. Something chang-
es, intensi-
fies and 
crystalliz-
es. It’s like 
the moment 
when pla-
tonic love 
b e c o m e s 
passion and 
s u d d e n l y 
f r i e n d s 
turn into 
s w e e t -
h e a r t s . 
Tomorrow 
is the full moon in 
Scorpio, the sign of trans-
formation. What is it 
that you would like to 
see transform in your 
life?

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). Your work and life 
experience will come in 
handy. You don’t even 
have to tell your story in 
order to be a significant 
influence. Instead, your 
example will make a sub-
tle but profound impact 
on others. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20). Perhaps you don’t 
need a fancy title or addi-
tional letters after your 
name. All you need is to 

know what to do. Then 
you will get the job done. 
Credentials are irrele-
vant. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 
21). Ward against person-
ality invaders. Don’t let 
anyone else define who 
you are. Resist those who 
are obviously trying to 
influence you. Let your 
natural attractions guide 
you. 

CANCER (June 22-July 
22). You will take the 
time to understand and 
appreciate another per-
son’s way of thinking. 
This is as much a testa-
ment of your affection as 
is giving flowers or say-
ing “I love you.” 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Your plans cannot be 
carried out alone. There 
are two other important 
players on the team. 
Take measures to build 
the morale of these peo-
ple, and make sure that 
the communication lines 
between the three of you 
are open.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You’ll be assembling 
a group. Too many for-
malities will put people 
on edge. Take away a few 
of the rules. Encourage 
people to be themselves. 

Stripped of pretense, this 
will be a fun crew.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23). Your input is needed. 
The others may not fol-
low your advice immedi-
ately, but you should go 
on the record with an 
opinion just the same. 
Your influence will be 
important. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). Jealousy comes from 
a fear of losing someone. 
Certain people might be 
flattered by jealousy, but 
it’s far more magnetic to 
stand confident in what 
you have to offer. Believe 
in your powers of attrac-
tion.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). You don’t 
have to wear a power 
suit to have power. Your 
easygoing style will help 
you deliver important 
messages with casual 
grace. People let down 
their guard and listen to 
what you have to say. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19). Look up the 
meaning of words so that 
you can communicate 
precisely. Remember 
that communication is 
just as much about hear-
ing and understanding 
as it is about speaking. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 18). After recent 
unusual events, you will 
enjoy getting back to so-
called “normal.” Of 
course, for you, the word 
“normal” does not 
describe a static state, as 
your life patterns fluctu-
ate all the time. Stay 
flexible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You do not need the 
approval of a higher up 
in order to go through 
with your plans. 
However, getting said 
approval will benefit 
you down the line. Think 
carefully about how you 
will present your case.

TODAY’S BIRT-HDAY 
(April 27). You’re in a 
fine position this year. 
You’ll be a newcomer to 
a scene, and your fresh 
energy attracts luck. 
People invest in and pro-
mote you in May. In 
June, you’ll improve a 
relationship, and you 
could take it to the next 
level in July. November 
brings a financial break-
through. February high-
lights family. Cancer 
and Leo people adore 
you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 2, 5, 44, 19 and 
32.

Holiday

MatHis

Dear Annie: I am 18 
and have been in a rela-
tionship with “Justin” 
since I was 15. I couldn’t 
ask for anyone better. 
Justin would do any-
thing for me. We love 
each other’s families 
and friends, too. Let’s 
just say I feel married. 

But lately, I feel like 
we should have some 
space. Justin doesn’t 
agree. He says once 
we’re apart, he will 
leave for good. 

He doesn’t understand 
why we need this. He 
doesn’t believe in 
breaks. 

However, I think it 
would make us realize 
whether we really are 
meant for each other, 
instead of wondering 
when we’re much older 
and it’s too late. 

I don’t want to lose 
Justin forever, but I 
can’t help the way I 
feel. 

Do I stay in this rela-
tionship and make the 
best of it? 

After all, we do love 
each other. Or do I take 
the chance of giving 
myself some space and 
risk losing him for good? 
— Terrified and 
Confused in Canada 

 
Dear Canada: Take 

the risk. If you are feel-

ing boxed 
in now, it 
will only 
get worse 
over time 
a n d 
d e s t r o y 
the rela-
t i o n s h i p 
when the 
stakes are 
higher. 

You both 
d e s e r v e 
the chance 
to see 
what else 
is out 
t h e r e 
before making a com-
mitment to each other, 
especially since you 
haven’t had the oppor-
tunity before. 

Justin is issuing ulti-
matums because he is 
scared. You’ve been 
together a long time, 
and it can be daunting 
to give up the familiar 
for the new. And yes, 
there is a possibility 
you won’t get back 
together. 

But if you don’t give 
yourself some space 
now, you are likely to 
regret it later.

Dear Annie: My wife 
has early Alzheimer’s, 
which is not noticeable 
by casual friends. The 
problem is that serving 

on commit-
tees, host-
ing arrange-
ments, tak-
ing tele-
phone mes-
sages and 
organizing 
p r o g r a m s 
are beyond 
her ability 
to handle. 

I make 
sure these 
requests are 
t u r n e d 
down, but I 
have a 
strong urge 

to explain why and then 
feel guilty if I tell. 

Do you have any sug-
gestions that would help 
me decide when to 
explain and when to 
withhold this informa-
tion? — Loyal Husband 

 
Dear Husband: 

According to Beth 
Kallmyer, MSW, senior 
director of constituent 
services at the 
A l z h e i m e r ’ s 
Association, when to 
share a diagnosis is a 
personal decision that 
differs for everyone. 

While it is important 
for people with 
Alzheimer’s to remain 
engaged in meaningful 
activities, the opportu-
nities should match 

your wife’s current skill 
set. 

Consider having a 
conversation with her, 
and together decide who 
to tell and how. 

Sharing this informa-
tion with close friends 
or family is often a good 
place to start. 

If either you or your 
wife feels uncomfort-
able sharing her diagno-
sis with a wider circle, 
you could agree upon a 
response, such as, 
“After many years of 
leading committees and 
organizing programs, 
my wife has decided to 
step down so she can 
concentrate on her hob-
bies. 

She would still love to 
participate, so please 
keep her on your invita-
tion list.” For more 
information, visit the 
A l z h e i m e r ’ s 
Association (alz.org) at 
1-800- 272-3900. 

Dear Annie: “Married 
and Alone” could have 
been me 60 years ago. I 
used to become terribly 
upset with my husband 
because he never gave 
me cards or gifts on spe-
cial occasions. I would 
get so hurt that I would 
cry. 

One day, my husband 
took me in his arms and 

said, “Honey, wouldn’t 
you rather that I love 
you every day of the 
year and not just two or 
three?” 

It is now a running 
joke in our home for me 
to buy myself a gift and 
thank him for his won-
derful taste. 

Once in a great while, 
I will get a Valentine’s 
Day card. But for 60 
years, he has given me 
that adoring look that 
says “I love you.” That 
is so much better than 
any card or gift. — 
Loving that Man of Mine 
in Ithaca, N.Y. 

Annie’s Mailbox is writ-
ten by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors of the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail 
your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or 
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, 
c/o Creators Syndicate, 
5777 W. Century Blvd., 
Ste. 700, Los Angeles, CA 
90045. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writ-
ers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
Web page at www.cre-
ators.com. 

® 2010 CREATORS.
COM 
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Today is Tuesday, April 27, 
the 117th day of 2010. There are 
248 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 27, 1810, Ludwig 
van Beethoven wrote one of his 
most famous piano composi-
tions, the Bagatelle in A-minor, 
popularly known by its report-
ed dedication, “Fuer Elise” (for 
Elise).

On this date:
In 1521, Portuguese explorer 

Ferdinand Magellan was killed 
by natives in the Philippines.

In 1570, Pope Pius V excom-
municated Queen Elizabeth I.

In 1805, during the First 
Barbary War, an American-led 
force of Marines and mercenar-
ies captured the city of Derna, 
on the shores of Tripoli.

In 1822, the 18th president of 
the United States, Ulysses S. 
Grant, was born in Point 
Pleasant, Ohio.

In 1865, the steamer Sultana 
exploded on the Mississippi 
River near Memphis, Tenn., 

killing more than 1,400 people, 
mostly freed Union prisoners 
of war.

In 1932, American poet Hart 
Crane, 32, drowned after jump-
ing from a steamer into the 
Gulf of Mexico while en route 
to New York.

In 1967, Expo ‘67 was official-
ly opened in Montreal by 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Lester B. Pearson.

In 1973, Acting FBI Director 
L. Patrick Gray resigned after 
it was revealed that he’d 
destroyed files removed from 
the safe of Watergate conspira-
tor E. Howard Hunt.

In 1978, convicted Watergate 
defendant John D. Ehrlichman 
was released from an Arizona 
prison after serving 18 months. 
Fifty-one construction workers 
plunged to their deaths when a 
scaffold inside a cooling tower 
at the Pleasants Power Station 
site in West Virginia fell 168 
feet to the ground.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Jack Klugman is 88. Actress 
Anouk Aimee is 78. Announcer 
Casey Kasem is 78. Actress 
Judy Carne is 71. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Cuba Gooding is 
66. Singer Ann Peebles is 63. 
Rock singer Kate Pierson (The 
B-52’s) is 62. Rhythm-and-blues 

singer Herbie Murrell (The 
Stylistics) is 61. Rock musician 
Ace Frehley is 59. Pop singer 
Sheena Easton is 51. \Rock 
musician Rob Squires (Big 
Head Todd and the Monsters) is 
45. Singer Mica (MEE’-shah) 
Paris is 41. A Actress Sally 
Hawkins is 34. Rock singer-
musician Travis Meeks (Days 
of the New) is 31. Actress Ari 
Graynor is 27. Rock singer-
musician Patrick Stump (Fall 
Out Boy) is 26. Actor William 
Moseley is 23. Singer Allison 
Iraheta is 18.

Thought for Today: “For 
those who do not think, it is 
best at least to rearrange their 
prejudices once in a while.” ‚Äî 
Luther Burbank, American 
horticulturist (1849-1926).

® 2010 The Associated Press.
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TEXAS
Continued from Page 8

trated with things. I felt 
it was a matter of time. I 
needed to relax.”

Left-hander Phil Coke 
(3-0), the third Tigers 
pitcher, worked 1 2-3 
shutout innings before 
Jose Valverde pitched 

a perfect ninth against 
the top of the Texas line-
up for his sixth save in 
seven chances.

Coke took over with 
one out in the seventh 
after the Rangers had 
loaded the bases off Joel 
Zumaya. Coke struck 
out Josh Hamilton on 
three pitches before giv-
ing up a two-run single 
to Vladimir Guerrero 

that that tied it at 6.
David Murphy had a 

two-run double and a 
run-saving catch after 
he entered the game for 
Texas in the top of the 
sixth for right fielder 
Nelson Cruz, who reag-
gravated a right ham-
string that has bothered 
him the past week. The 
Rangers said Cruz is 
day to day.

Detroit, which 
wrapped up a 5-6 road-
trip, led 4-0 after the first 
four batters of the game 
reached and scored off 
Matt Harrison.

“I was maybe trying 
to overthrow,” Harrison 
said. “Before the game, I 

felt good.”
Austin Jackson, the 

rookie center fielder 
playing not far from his 
hometown in Denton, 
had a leadoff single be-
fore consecutive walks. 
Cabrera had an RBI sin-
gle, then Ryan Raburn 
cleared the bases with 
a one-out double — a 
ball high off the 14-foot 
wall in left-center field 
that would have been 
a grand slam if only a 
few feet higher or to the 
right where the height 
of the wall decreases to 
eight feet.

Tigers starter Jeremy 
Bonderman retired the 
first 11 batters he faced 

until Hamilton homered 
in the fourth to make it 
4-1. 

After getting his first 
day off Sunday, Hamil-
ton’s second homer of 
the season ended a 6 for 
36 slide and he added a 
single and scored again 
in the sixth before his 
strikeout in the seventh 
and a game-ending lin-
eout.

Hamilton and Guerre-
ro had consecutive two-
out singles in the sixth 
before David Murphy’s 
two-run double made it 
6-4.

Murphy’s defensive 
gem ended the eighth 
when he sprinted into 
the right-center field gap 
and extended to grab 
Johnny Damon’s liner. 
Damon had already ex-
tended his hitting streak 
to 13 games with a single 
in the second.

A wild pitch by Bond-
erman in the fifth, very 
high and outside, al-
lowed a run after Cruz 
had a leadoff double 

and moved to third on 
Justin Smoak’s double 
that was his first major 
league hit. Cruz said his 
hamstring tightened 
when he raced home, 
but said afterward that 
he was already feeling 
better.

Bonderman struck out 
three, walked one and 
gave up six hits in 5 2-3 
innings.

Harrison allowed six 
runs over six innings, 
with five strikeouts and 
three walks.

“We clawed our way 
back, got back in the 
game,” Rangers third 
baseman Michael Young 
said. 

“Sooner or later, we’re 
going to find a way to put 
everything on the same 
page, offense, pitching 
and defense.”

NOTES: Smoak drew 
a walk in the sixth, 
the last batter faced by 
Bonderman. That gave 
Smoak at least one walk 
in each of his first four 
career games, a Rang-
ers record and the first 
player in the majors to 
do that since Evan Long-
oria for Tampa Bay in 
2008. ... Tigers SS Adam 
Everett (mild right ham-
string strain) missed his 
second straight game. 
... Tigers manager Jim 
Leyland said RHP Zach 
Miner, who has been on 
the disabled list with 
a right elbow problem 
since spring training, 
is throwing off a mound 
and “is about ready to 
pitch.”

DALLAS
Continued from Page 8

round only once in a 
series he played — 
against Dallas, just last 
year, when Ginobili was 
out with an injury. Now 
San Antonio can get 
revenge against its 
rivals, and in five games, 
like the Mavs did to 
them last year.

“We’re excited to be 
up 3-1 and in control of 
this series, but we know 
it’s not over,” Duncan 
said. “We understand 
they’re a very good bas-
ketball team and they’re 
not going to quit. We got 

to go in there and try 
to get that last win. We 
don’t want to turn this 
series from a big-time 
control series to a Game 
7, gotta-win one.”

The Spurs sorta-stole 
one Sunday night.

Duncan, Ginobili and 
Parker combined for 
just 31 points, but San 
Antonio won anyway, 
mainly by allowing just 
11 points in the third 
quarter. George Hill 
picked up the scoring 
slack with 29 points and 
Antonio McDyess and 
DeJuan Blair limited 
Nowitzki to 10 shots. 
Blair also frustrated 
Nowitzki into a techni-

cal foul.
“There’s five or six 

times when DeJuan 
Blair beats us to loose 
balls on the floor,” Car-
lisle said. “Right now, 
those are the defining 
plays for the last two 
games.”

Actually, highlight 
shows are more likely 
to feature Eduardo Na-
jera’s hard takedown of 
Ginobili, who already 
was playing with thick 
strips of tape covering 
his broken nose; Najera 
was called for a flagrant-
two foul and automati-
cally ejected just 43 sec-
onds after he entered the 
game. That clip would 

be followed by replays of 
the flagrant-one fouls on 
San Antonio takedowns 
of Nowitzki and Jason 
Kidd.

It’s all proof that this 
series between Texas 
rivals has reached the 
point where the teams 
are sick of each other.

“I don’t think it can get 
more physical,” Now-
itzki said. “It’s already 
wrestling out there.”

Carlisle said he doesn’t 
expect the league to fur-
ther punish Najera. He 
also said guard Jason 
Terry was limited dur-
ing Monday’s workout 
because of soreness in 
the left ankle he twisted 

Sunday night; he’s still 
likely to play.

Terry was Dallas’ sec-
ond-leading scorer in 
the regular season, but 
he’s been inconsistent 
this series, like most of 
his teammates.

Nowitzki is the only 
player to score at least 
10 points in every game. 
The 3-point shot Kidd 
discovered this sea-
son has gone missing 
(7 of 23), while Marion 
and Caron Butler have 
struggled at times on 
both ends of the court. 
The centers have been 
such a non-factor 
that Nowitzki said he 
wouldn’t be surprised if 

the Mavs try going with-
out one for part of Game 
5, noting that desperate 
teams have to do desper-
ate things.

“We’re kind of a 
strength-in-numbers 
team,” Carlisle said. 
“We need to strike a cer-
tain balance. It’s not like 
there’s got to be some 
guy that’s definitely the 
No. 2 guy. What we need 
to do is have five or six 
guys in double figures 
and play better defen-
sively and get the ball 
of the board and have a 
couple fewer turnovers. 
If we do that, that’ll be 
a winning formula for 
us.”

DERBY
Continued from Page 8

Derby players, all 
culminating with 120 
seconds of chaos as the 
world’s best 3-year-old 
colts dash toward 
history.

It can make for pretty 
compelling TV. Rat-
ings for the Derby have 
steadily increased 27 
percent over the past de-
cade. Mine That Bird’s 
stunning upset in last 
year’s race drew 16.3 
million viewers and a 
9.8 rating.

NBC Universal senior 
vice president of mar-
keting Mike McCarley 
attributed the uptick in 
ratings to an effort by 
both the track and NBC 
to better market the 
race. NBC promos the 
Derby across its broad 
platform of networks 
— including Bravo and 
CNBC — in an effort to 

reach a larger spectrum 
of viewers, particularly 
females.

McCarley points out 
that the Derby is one of 
three sporting events 
in which more women 
watch than men. The 
Winter and Summer 
Olympics are the oth-
ers.

“It’s a very unique 
spectacle,” McCarley 
said.

One that McCarley 
isn’t quite sure would 
work under the lights.

Flannery is a little more 
ambiguous. Though he 
says there are no plans 
to alter post time for the 
Derby, he added “never 
say never.”

Good idea.
In an age when every-

thing from the Super 
Bowl to the World Series 
to the NCAA champion-
ship game doesn’t begin 
until well after sunset, 
Lukas thinks running 
the Derby at night could 
make sense.

Magic beat Bobcats, complete sweep
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — As 

the final seconds ticked down, 
Dwight Howard was back in 
his familiar spot on the bench 
and coach Stan Van Gundy was 
steamed at his superstar for foul-
ing out again.

Then the buzzer sounded and 
the Orlando Magic became the 
first team to advance in the NBA 
playoffs.

Who needs Howard? Not these 
deep Magic — at least not in the 
first round.

Vince Carter scored 21 points, 
Jameer Nelson added 18 and the 
Magic showcased their depth 
and pressure shot-making in a 
99-90 victory over the Charlotte 
Bobcats on Monday night to 
complete a sweep of their first-
round series.

Howard was held to six points 
in his fourth straight game 
in foul trouble, but the Magic 
never flinched to accomplish 
their first four-game sweep in 
franchise history. Orlando will 
face the Atlanta-Milwaukee win-
ner in the Eastern Conference 

semifinals.
“If you would have told me 

that he would have averaged 
well under 30 minutes for the 
series and we would sweep, I 
would have said you’re crazy,” 
Van Gundy said. “I think it’s a 
testament to our other guys.”

Howard did grab 13 rebounds, 
but was limited to 23 minutes 
before fouling out for the sec-
ond straight game. The Magic, 
though, got key contributions 
and big shots from others.

Rashard Lewis scored 17 
points, Matt Barnes added 14 and 
Orlando held Stephen Jackson 
to 2-of-11 shooting to overcome 
Howard’s 22 fouls in the series.

“He and I got into it a little 
bit,” Van Gundy said about their 
sideline exchange in the last 
minute. “It wasn’t a bad argu-
ment. My point was he was in 
the restricted area and he’s got 
to jump. He’s so frustrated now 
that what he was trying to say 
is it wouldn’t matter. But, well, 
let’s jump and find out. What he 
did was give them the call.”

Tyrus Thomas scored a career 
playoff-high 21 points for the 
Bobcats, whose focus will now 
immediately turn to nomadic 
coach Larry Brown’s future 
with the team.

Brown, who has had 13 pro 
and college coaching jobs, con-
tinues to be the focus of reports 
for openings around the NBA, 
including Philadelphia, where 
his wife and kids live.

But he repeated that he’ll only 
coach for Bobcats owner Michael 
Jordan.

“I’m not coaching anywhere 
but Charlotte,” Brown said. 
“Now am I going to go home 
and talk to my wife and kids? 
I’ll be 70 years old with two 
young kids. Am I going to talk 
to them and find out what I need 
to do and am I going to talk to 
Michael? Yeah, absolutely.”

Could that mean he’d retire or 
consider a front office job?

“That’s hypothetical,” Brown 
said. “I love coaching more than 
anything, except my family 
maybe.”


