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By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Last week’s meeting of the 
Big Spring Film Society has 
the group’s members looking 
toward the July 9 screening of 
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” at 
Comanche Trail Amphithe-
ater and well beyond, accord-

ing to society spokesman and 
leader Brandon Johnson.

Johnson said the meeting 
brought some new faces to 
the film society, as the group 
looks to kick off its 2010 series 
of screenings and continue 

See FILM, Page 3A

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

Approximately $25,000 in 
stolen property was recov-
ered Sunday after an alleged 
burglar was taken into cus-
tody, according to local law 
enforcement officials.

Chris Ruiz, 40, of Big Spring 
was arrested at  8:52 a.m. Sun-
day and charged with two 
counts of burglary of a build-
ing, offenses that allegedly 
occurred only moments be-

fore at a location 
in the northern 
portion of Howard 
County, according 
to reports.

According to 
Sheriff Stan Park-
er, the arrest was 
part of an inves-
tigation by the 

HCSO and the Big Spring Po-
lice Department into a recent 
string of thefts.

“Investigators with the 

Howard County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Big Spring Police 
Department have been con-
ducting a joint investigation 
relating to numerous burglar-
ies and thefts in both the city 
and county during the past 
several weeks,” said Parker. 
“During the subsequent in-
vestigation following the ar-
rest of Ruiz, approximately 
$25,000 worth of stolen prop-
erty was recovered.

“Investigators have been 

able to match a large amount 
of the stolen property back 
to the rightful owners,” said 
Parker. “However, the own-
ers of some of the recovered 
property is not known.

“We are asking for area 
residents who have had prop-
erty stolen recently and may 
not have reported it to call 
the Howard County Sheriff’s 
Office and give a description 
of the property you have lost 
and your  phone number. If 

we have your property we 
will make arrangements to 
return it.”

Parker said Ruiz is being 
held at the county jail, await-
ing arraignment.

To report stolen property or 
for more information, contact 
the HCSO at (432) 264-2231.

Contact Staff Writer Thom-
as Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 
or by e-mail at citydesk@big-
springherald.com

By THOMAS JENKINS     
Staff Writer

A 1972 graduate of Big Spring High 
School and successful Conroe dentist 
recently published “Which Way Is Up? 

(From Amongst All This Cha-
os!),” a book that challenges 
readers to look at their rela-
tionship with Christ.

Mark Peters, a former Big 
Spring resident and Conroe 
dentist for the past 27 years, 
independently published his 
book through Intermedia 

Publishing in December, sell-
ing more than 1,000 copies in the first 
10 days, leaving many in the publishing 
business scratching their heads and sim-
ply asking, why?

“For an independent book, it’s really

See PETERS, Page 3A

Peters

$25,000 in stolen property recovered

Ruiz

Former local 
challenges 
others to look
at their faith
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Workers with Price 
Construction tear up a 
stretch of newly resurfaced 
Scurry Street in the 800 
block Monday. According 
to city officials, the 
construction company 
is having to replace the 
surface because of cracking 
and moisture problems. 
The roadway was recently 
resurfaced as part of the 
city’s bond-funded street 
renovations project aimed 
at downtown Big Spring, 
with this most recent 
replacement coming at no 
charge to the city.

Film Society plans 
coming into focus
‘Raiders’ showing likely 
to be biggest event yet



A new study sug-
gests that a statistical 
flaw relied upon by the 
NCAA means that grad-
uation rates for major 
college football and 
men’s basketball play-
ers lag behind those of 
other students — not 
the other way around.

The NCAA’s most 
recent report on Division 
I graduation, known as 

the Graduation Success 
Rate, shows that ath-
letes who entered col-
lege in 2002 graduated 
at a record rate of 79 
percent. Even using the 
federal graduation rate, 
which does not account 
for transfer students, 
athletes posted a 64 per-
cent graduation rate, a 
mark two points higher 
than in the general stu-
dent body.

But a new report by 

the University of North 
Carolina’s College Sport 
Research Institute calls 
those numbers mislead-
ing. The NCAA data for 
non-athletes includes 
students who begin 
their academic careers 
as full-time students but 
later become part-tim-
ers. As a group, those 
students take longer to 
graduate.

By definition, NCAA 
athletes cannot be part-

time students.
“Athletes are required 

to be full-time students 
to maintain their eli-
gibility,” said study 
author Woody Eckard, a 
University of Colorado 
Denver economist. 
“They should be com-
pared to other students 
who are also full-time.”

Using adjusted sta-
tistics, the Chapel Hill-
based institute says that 
54.8 percent of Football 

Bowl Subdivision ath-
letes at 117 schools grad-
uated within six years, 
compared to 73.7 per-
cent of other full-time 
students.

The gap in Division 
I basketball was even 
larger, with 44.6 per-
cent of athletes earning 
degrees at 116 schools, 
compared to 75.7 per-
cent of the general stu-
dent body.

The analysis assumes 

that about 12 percent of 
students initially clas-
sified as full-time in 
the federal Department 
of Education reports 
later take reduced class 
loads.

NCAA officials called 
the study a “very lim-
ited statistical analysis” 
that fails to account for 
other variables, such 
as students’ academic 

COLORADO CITY — There 
was a familiar face in the circle 
for the Coahoma Bulldogettes 
on Monday.

Heather Newton, pitching for 
the first time in three weeks, 
struck out 10 Lady Wolves and 
gave up three runs on six hits to 
pick up her 13th win of the sea-
son 14-3 in district 7-2A action.

The Coahoma (23-7, 7-1) bats 
gave Newton an early lead to 
pitch with, putting a five-spot 
on the board in the opening 
frame. Most of the damage in 
the inning was done by Lauren 
Ruiz, who turned the first of 

her two hits into a bases-loaded 
triple that scored three runs.

The Bulldogettes notched 13 
hits in the five-inning game, 
including three from Newton, 
cleanup hitter Kylie Gee and 
senior Kalea Neff.

Neff scored twice and knocked 
in three runs on two triples and 
an inside-the-park home run, 
and Gee knocked in two on a 
double and two singles.

Jordan Martin went 2-for-4 
with two RBI as well.

“If we hit the ball like that 
every night, we’ll go a long, 
long way,” Bulldogettes coach 
Tracy Tadlock said.

Newton had to shrug off some 
rust in the first inning as she 

loaded the bases and allowed 
two runs, one of which came on 
a wild pitch. Colorado City’s (3-5 
district) third run in the fourth 
inning came via an errant pitch 
as well.

But she would settle down 
from there, striking out six 
straight batters in the first and 
a perfect second. 

“It was pretty good for not 
pitching in three weeks at all; 
not even touching a ball,” she 
said. “I felt more confident hit-
ting than pitching.”

Emily Hicks, who limited 
Coahoma to just one run in the 
teams’ first meeting, took the 

It was soggy and sloppy, but, 
like Howard coach Greg Kernick 
said, the show went off without 
a hitch.

Howard College teamed with 
South Plains College to host the 
annual National Intercollegiate 
Rodeo Association event this 
weekend at the Rodeo Bowl.   

Bareback rider AJ St.Goddard 
started off the short round action 
for the Hawks by posting a 68 
point ride for sixth in that go. 
St.Goddard marked a 70 on his 
first horse for third and split 
third in the average race.  

Kyle Andrews rode his first 

bull for 68 points and sixth place 
in the long round. Andrews was 
short of the whistle in the short 
round but did finish sixth for the 
weekend.

Jason Schaffer was 11.4 seconds 
on his first run in the tie down 
roping for eighth. Schaffer broke 
the barrier in the short round of 
competition on the way to post-
ing a 9.3 second run, which took 
Schaffer out of the running for 
any round or average placing.

Sheridan Hodge made her way 
into the short round of the break-
away roping after clocking in at 
3.4 seconds in the long round to 
split sixth. Hodge broke the bar-
rier in the short round, ending 

up with a 13-second time, fifth 
in the round and sixth in the 
average. Maegan Hillhouse made 
blazing run of 2.6 seconds for 
first in the long round for second 
place. Hillhouse failed to connect 
in the short round.

Jason Schaffer and Chase 
Sullivan paired up in the team 
roping to stop the clock in eight 
seconds in the long round, but 
the pair went out with no score 
in the short round.

JW Townsend continued to 
collect points in the team rop-
ing. Townsend, who ropes with 
Clay Norrel of Tarleton State 

CLEVELAND — 
Joakim Noah had to 
go back for one more 
look.

Walking slowly across 
the confetti-littered 
court, Noah stopped at 
the spot just outside 
the arc where LeBron 
James had pulled up 
in his face and made a 
3-pointer.

“That’s a long way,” 
Noah said, shaking his 
head in disbelief as he 
looked at the distant 
rim. “You’ve got to be 
kidding me.”

The Chicago Bulls 
kept daring James to 
shoot jumpers.

He obliged.
“They were telling 

me I can’t make jump 
shots,” James said. 
“They asked me to 
shoot a jumper so I did 
that. Over and over and 
over and over and over 
and over and over and 
over again.”

James scored 40 
points — 15 in a tour-
de-force fourth quar-
ter — as the Cavaliers, 
fueled by a rabid home 
crowd that booed every 
move by Noah, main-
tained home-court 
advantage by beating 
the Bulls 112-102 on 
Monday night to take a 
2-0 lead in the Eastern 
Conference playoffs.

James added eight 
rebounds and eight 
assists for the Cavs, 
who led 96-93 with 4:30 
left before the league’s 

s o o n - t o - b e - t w o - t i m e 
MVP took over. He hit 
his 3 with the 6-foot-11 
Noah coming at him and 
followed with a quick 
dance move and wink 
directed at Chicago’s 
talkative bench.

James then made two 
free throws, a layup 
and two jumpers, scor-
ing 11 straight points 
as Cleveland opened 
a 107-98 lead with 1:36 
left.

When James came off 
the bench in the fourth, 
teammate J.J. Hickson 
touched his fingers to 
his forearm the same 
way a baseball man-
ager would to summon 
a closer from the bull-
pen.

In came basketball’s 
version of Mariano 
Rivera.

“They call me the 
closer every time I 
come in in the fourth 
quarter,” James said. 
“It’s my time to put the 
game away or do what 
I do best and that’s try 
to close the game the 
right way.”

Noah, who drew the 
ire of Cleveland fans 
by criticizing the city’s 
lack of downtown activ-
ity, had 25 points and 
13 rebounds.

Afterward, the most 
brazen of the Bulls, 
said he had no regrets 
about his comments.

“Not at all,” Noah 
said. “You like it? You 
think Cleveland’s cool? 
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Tuesday’s scoreboard
All are district games

Steers at Cooper, 4:30 p.m.
Lady Steers at Lake View, 6:30 p.m.
Forsan softball at Hermleigh, 5 p.m.
Forsan baseball at Miles, 3:30 p.m.
Coahoma baseball vs. Wall, 6:30 p.m.
Coahoma softball vs. Wall, 6:30 p.m.

Pick up Wednesday’s Herald for results.

Seven former Bulldogettes
up for UIL All-Century team

The UIL is forming a softball all-century team on 
its Web site.

On the softball ballot are former Coahoma players 
Tara Sterling, pitcher; Shana Earnest, first base; 
Tori Elmore, third base; Brandi Hart and Cassie 
Tindol, outfield; and Kortney Kemper and Ruby 
Garcia, designated hitters. Vote until April 27.

The ballot is at: http://uil100.org/vote-softball.php

Forsan softball
ranked No. 8

The Forsan Lady Buffs are ranked the No. 8 
team in 1A, according to the latest Texas Girls 
Coaches Association poll.

The defending state champions are 15-3 and 
unscathed in district 7-A play, beating each oppo-
nent by run-rule decision.

The Lady Buffs have the district title in hand as 
they play at Hermleigh at 5 p.m. tonight.

Sports in brief

See CAVS, Page 2B

HERALD PHOTO/Joe Zigtema

Heather Newton winds up for a pitch Tuesday during Coahoma’s game at Colorado City. Newton and 
the Bulldogettes beat the Lady Wolves 14-3 in 7-2A district action for their 23rd win of the season.

Associated Press

Special to the Herald

Associated Press

LeBron scores 40 
as Cavs beat Bulls

See NCAA Page 2B

HERALD PHOTO/Tony Claxton

Kyle Andrews rides a bull in the short round 
Saturday at the Big Spring Rodeo Bowl.

Rainy rodeo successful for Howard cowboys

BY JOE ZIGTEMA
Sports Editor

See RODEO, Page 2B

Bulldogettes pound C-City on road

See COAHOMA, Page 2B

Study contradicts athlete graduation rate comparisons to students



The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of 
Crestline. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of S. 
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of Ent. 
Service refused.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 3100 
block of W. Highway 80. One person was transport-
ed to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Sycamore. One person was transported to SMMC.

The Big Spring Police Department reported the 
following activity between 7 a.m. Monday and 7 
a.m. today:

• FIDEL M. MARTINEZ, 53, of 705 N.W. Eighth 
St., was arrested Monday on charges of evading 
arrest or detention with a vehicle, resisting arrest, 
search or transportation, driving while license sus-
pended/invalid with a previous conviction and run-
ning a stop sign.

• DONTAE RENELL CARR, 28, of 2504 Gunter, 
was arrested Monday on a charge of possession of 
marijuana – two ounces or less.

• PRISCILLA NICOLE AVALOS, 20, of 1805 
Winston, was arrested Monday on a charge of theft 
– more than $1,500, less than $20,000.

• JAVIER JESUS PINEDA, 33, of 1007 W. Sixth St., 
was arrested Monday on a warrant from another 
agency.

• CATHY ANN RAMIREZ, 34, of 1216 Ridgeroad, 
was arrested Monday on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION WITH A 
MOTOR VEHICLE was reported in the 800 block of 
Kent.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported:
In the 1300 block of Princeton.
In the 1900 block of Nolan.
• THEFT was reported:
In the 1000 block of Gregg Street.
In the 2000 block of S. Gregg Street.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA – TWO OUNCES 

OR LESS was reported in the 1800 block of S. 
Scurry.

• ASSAULT was reported in the 1900 block of N. 
Highway 87.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail 
reported having 63 inmates at the time of this 
report.

• FIDEL M. MARTINEZ, 53, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of 
resisting arrest, search or transportation, evading 
arrest or detention with a vehicle and driving while 
license invalid with a previous conviction or sus-
pension without fine resolution.

• PRISCILLA NICOLE AVALOS, 20, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of theft – more than $1,500, less than 
$20,000.

• DONTAE RENELL CARR, 28, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
possession of marijuana – two ounces or less.

• CLAYTON DOW BIRMELIN, 23, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of failure to 
appear (two counts) and failure to maintain finan-
cial responsibility.

• DAVID RIVERA JR., 24, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of fail-
ure to maintain financial responsibility, failure to 
appear (two counts) and no driver’s license.

• BRENT LEE DOUGLAS, 23, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
hindering officers’ official duties.

• JOHNNY TREVINO JR., 20, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
burglary of a habitation.

• CATHY RAMIREZ, 34, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while license invalid.

• JAVIER JESUS PINEDA, 33, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
hindering secured creditors – more than $500, less 
than $1,500.

• LISA ANN CHAVARRIA, 43, was transferred to 
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a motion to 
revoke probation for driving while intoxicated and 
theft of property – more than $20, less than $500.

Manuel Pineda
Manuel Pineda, 65, of Big Spring died Monday, 

April 19, 2010, at the Stanton Care and Rehabilitation 
Center.  Services are pending at Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

Ted O. Groebl Jr.
Ted O. Groebl Jr., 68, of Midland died Monday, 

April 19, 2010, in an Odessa hospital. His services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
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Local 5-Day Forecast

Wed

4/21

86/61
Mainly
sunny.
Warm. High
86F. Winds
SSW at 10
to 20 mph.

Sunrise:
7:10 AM

Sunset:
8:20 PM

Thu

4/22

82/54
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
mid 50s.

Sunrise:
7:09 AM

Sunset:
8:20 PM

Fri

4/23

75/52
Times of sun
and clouds.
Highs in the
mid 70s and
lows in the
low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:08 AM

Sunset:
8:21 PM

Sat

4/24

77/53
Abundant
sunshine.
Highs in the
upper 70s
and lows in
the low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:07 AM

Sunset:
8:22 PM

Sun

4/25

80/52
Sunny.
Highs in the
low 80s and
lows in the
low 50s.

Sunrise:
7:06 AM

Sunset:
8:23 PM

Brownsville
82/69

Houston

81/61

Austin
80/61

Dallas
82/61

El Paso
83/58

Amarillo
76/54

San Antonio
82/64

Big Spring

86/61

Texas At A Glance

Area Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Abilene 83 61 sunny Kingsville 83 67 pt sunny
Amarillo 76 54 pt sunny Livingston 83 56 sunny
Austin 80 61 mst sunny Longview 82 58 mst sunny
Beaumont 81 59 sunny Lubbock 84 57 mst sunny
Brownsville 82 69 pt sunny Lufkin 85 58 sunny
Brownwood 84 60 sunny Midland 87 62 sunny
Corpus Christi 80 68 sunny Raymondville 84 67 pt sunny
Corsicana 81 59 mst sunny Rosenberg 81 61 sunny
Dallas 82 61 mst sunny San Antonio 82 64 pt sunny
Del Rio 86 66 mst sunny San Marcos 81 61 mst sunny
El Paso 83 58 mst sunny Sulphur Springs 82 61 pt sunny
Fort Stockton 87 60 mst sunny Sweetwater 84 60 mst sunny
Gainesville 81 59 t-storm Tyler 82 58 mst sunny
Greenville 81 58 pt sunny Weatherford 80 58 mst sunny
Houston 81 61 sunny Wichita Falls 82 60 t-storm

National Cities
City Hi Lo Cond. City Hi Lo Cond.
Atlanta 74 49 sunny Minneapolis 67 41 mst sunny
Boston 71 48 mst sunny New York 69 53 cloudy
Chicago 58 35 mst sunny Phoenix 62 46 t-storm
Dallas 82 61 mst sunny San Francisco 57 45 rain
Denver 64 48 t-storm Seattle 55 43 rain
Houston 81 61 sunny St. Louis 73 52 rain
Los Angeles 62 49 rain Washington, DC 62 50 rain
Miami 81 66 pt sunny

Moon Phases

New
Apr 14

First
Apr 21

Full
Apr 28

Last
May 6

UV Index

Wed

4/21
10

Very High

Thu

4/22
10

Very High

Fri

4/23
10

Very High

Sat

4/24
10

Very High

Sun

4/25
10

Very High

The UV Index is measured on a 0 - 11 number scale,
with a higher UV Index showing the need for greater
skin protection.

0 11

©2009 American Profile Hometown Content Service

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 10-25-30-35. Bonus Ball: 
24.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 
0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 7-15-18-32-34.
Number matching five of five: 4. Prize: $6,028.
Winning ticket purchased in: Carrollton (2), 

Everman, Liberty City.

The winning Daily 4 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-4-0-7. Sum It 
Up: 16.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-4-1. Sum It 
Up: 12.

• Aggie Muster will be held at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
in the Lake Room at Dora Roberts Community 
Center. Cost is $20. RSVP djgaskins@hotmail or 
268-3493.

• Coahoma Choir Kids’ spring concert will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday in the school cafeteria. 
Admission is free.

• Ackerly Lunch Bunch will meet at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at Crispy’s Cafe in Big Spring. Lunch will 
be served at 11:30 a.m. from the menu. The restau-
rant, 1904 Birdwell, is wheelchair accessible. 
Everyone is invited. RSVP Bett Pitts at (432) 267-
1449.

• A Relay For Life benefit will be held Saturday at 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third. Hamburger plates 
will be available for $5 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. A dance 
featuring New Company will be held from 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m.

• So many veterans feel confused about benefits 
and services they’ve earned. There’s much to know 
and many changes from year to year. That’s why 
the DAV offers help. The DAV Mobile Service 
Office will be at the Big Spring VA Medical Center 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, April 26, to provide 
the best counseling and claim filing assistance 
available.

• The Big Spring High School Class of 2012 will 
hold a play day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
May 1 at Blankenship Stadium to raise money for 
the prom. There will be Air Extreme sports games 
and a dunking booth. Cost is $10 per person. For 
tickets, call Valerie at 213-8315 or Shannon at 264-
3641, ext. 1416.

TUESDAY
• The Path, faith-based addiction recovery, meets 

at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Tabernacle Ministeries, 1209 
Wright St.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.
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University, stopped the 
clock at 6.6 for third in 
the long round, 14.3 in 
the short for fourth, and 
fourth in the average at 
20.9.

“The Hawks per-
formed very well consid-
ering it is very difficult 
to be the cast and crew 
under optimum condi-
tions,” Howard coach 
Greg Kernick said.  “We 
have several folks with a 
chance to advance to the 
CNFR, and it will come 
down to this weekend.”

The team will com-
pete in Stephenville this 
weekend. Go to www.
collegerodeo.com for 
complete standings.

loss for the Lady 
Wolves.

The Bulldogettes, 
ranked No. 8 in the lat-
est TGCA poll, face a key 
game tonight at home 
against No. 15 Wall, 
which handed Coahoma 
its only district loss 
April 2. Newton will be 
in the circle again for  
the first pitch at 6:30 
p.m.

Coahoma 14, C-City 3
CHS 501 44 -- 14  13  0
CC    200 10 -- 3   6   4
Newton and Castilaw; Hicks, 

Espinoza and Arispe. W-Newton 
(13-4); L-Hicks;

HR- Neff; 3B- Neff (2), Ruiz; 
2B- Martin, Gee; RBI- CH Neff 
3, Ruiz 3, Gee 2, Martin 2; CC 
Wulfjen. SB- Newton;

preparation, that influ-
ence graduation rates.

“There are many 
academic challenges 
out there for general 
students and student-
athletes in college,” 
NCAA spokesman Erik 
Christianson said. “We 
welcome efforts to try 
and better understand 
those issues and that 
will lead to policy deci-
sions that will help 
more student-athletes to 
succeed academically.

“This study does not 
add to any real under-
standing of the issues 
and does not provide 
an unbiased viewpoint 
from which to look at 
these issues anew.”

Co-author Richard 
Southall, the sports 

research institute’s 
director, said he and 
Eckard weren’t trying 
to “challenge, refute or 
replace” the NCAA and 
federal graduation rate 
data.

Instead, they suggest 
that a more accurate 
way to measure ath-
letes’ graduation rates 
would account for what 
is essentially a part-
time job and compare 
those students to others 
who are not able to con-
centrate solely on aca-
demics while in school. 
That approach would 
generate lower but 
more “realistic” gradu-
ate rates on both sides, 
Southall said.

“They should be 
compared to other stu-
dents working their 
way through college,” 
he said. “It’s easy to be 
seen as bashing the ath-

lete. That’s not the case 
at all.”

The researchers did 
not study graduation 
rates at individual 
schools because the 
numbers, particularly 
in basketball, would be 
too low to be statistical-
ly significant. They did 
break down the results 
by conference.

In football, the Mid-
American Conference 
had the narrowest gap, 
with athletic gradua-
tion rates just 10.7 per-
cent lower than those 
in the overall student 
body. The Pac-10 had 
the largest gap at 30.1 
percent.

In basketball , 
Conference USA 
had the smallest gap 
between athletes and 
other students, with a 
difference of 21.1 per-
cent. Six of the 10 con-

ferences studied — the 
SEC, Mountain West, 
Atlantic 10, Big Ten, 
Pac-10 and ACC — had 
what the researchers 
call an “adjusted grad-
uation gap” of at least 
30 percent.

In the ACC, the gap 
for men’s basketball 
was more than twice as 
large, with a 41.3 per-
cent graduation rate 
for athletes compared 
to 82.8 percent for other 
students.

Conferences with 
lower graduation 
gaps in general also 
had lower overall 
gradation rates. For 
instance, while the 
Mid-American had the 
smallest gap in foot-
ball, its overall gradua-
tion rate of 66.6 percent 
trailed those in the 
ACC (82.8 percent) and 
Pac-10 (82.6 percent).

I never heard any-
body say I’m going to 
Cleveland on vacation. 
What’s so good about 
Cleveland?”

Derrick Rose added 23 
points and Luol Deng 
had 20 for the Bulls, 
who will head home for 
Game 3 on Thursday 
night.

Noah didn’t make 
much of the incessant 
booing. He’s heard it 
before.

“My whole life I’ve 
been booed,” Noah said. 
“College I was booed a 
lot. Boston they don’t 
like me over there. 
They don’t like me 
here, either. It’s OK. I 
have my friends.”

Antawn Jamison 
scored 14 points and 

Jamario Moon made 
four 3-pointers for 
Cleveland, which 
looked much more out 
of sync than in Game 
1. Shaquille O’Neal, a 
force at both ends in 
the opener, scored eight 
points and played only 
15 minutes — zero in 
the fourth quarter.

James spent the first 
3:26 of the fourth on 
the bench getting rest. 
When he returned to 
the court, the Cavs were 
clinging to an 85-82 lead 
over the Bulls, who 
were giving top-seeded 
Cleveland all it could 
handle and were intent 
on evening the best-of-
seven series.

With the Cavs up 
three, James pulled up 
on Noah, who had criti-
cized Cleveland’s super-
star for dancing on the 
court in a game ear-

lier this season. James, 
though, gave a little 
shoulder shake after his 
basket and then ended 
his personal scoring 
outburst with a jumper 
over Kirk Hinrich just 
before the 24-second 
clock expired.

“LeBron’s hitting 
unbelievable shots,” 
Noah said. “Yes, it’s 
tough. But we’ve got to 
play them again, so I 
don’t want to be up here 
and give LeBron all this 
credit. Yeah, he played 
an unbelievable game. 
It’s tough right now. I 
hate to lose, so I’m a 
little frustrated by that. 
But we’ll be ready to go 
come Thursday.”

The Bulls, who pushed 
Boston to seven games 
in the opening round 
last season, did a much 
better job rebounding 
and were more physi-

cal than in Game 1.
But Chicago had no 

answer for James. No 
one does.

He delivered one of 
those did-he-really-do-
that dunks in the first 
quarter, a soaring slam 
over Chicago’s James 
Johnson that could be 
one of the best — and 
most ferocious — of his 
career.

Staring from the left 
side, James drove to 
his right past Johnson 
down the foul line, 
reached back like a 
baseball pitcher look-
ing for more veloc-
ity on his fastball and 
powered his jam over 
a stunned Johnson as 
Cleveland’s sellout 
crowd gasped and then 
erupted.

“It definitely ranks 
up there,” James said. 
“It’s one of the best 

ones.”
The dunk shook the 

backboard, not the 
Bulls.

They trailed by 10 
points early in the 
second quarter, but 
worked their way back 
with extra effort, espe-
cially on the offensive 
glass.

Noah grabbed four of 
Chicago’s eight offen-
sive rebounds in the 
first half, resulting in 13 
second-chance points. 
Anthony Parker’s 
3-pointer put the Cavs 
up 50-44, but with O’Neal 
on the bench after pick-
ing up his third per-
sonal, Noah scored six 
straight points as the 
Bulls pulled within 
52-50 at halftime.

NOTES: The Cavs 
made 22 of 24 free 
throws. ... The Bulls 
are an NBA-best 107-35 

in home playoff games. 
... The Cavs gave all 
fans a box of macaroni 
and cheese as part of a 
promotion. That sound-
ed tasty to Bulls coach 
Vinny Del Negro. “I’m 
Italian, I like maca-
roni,” Del Negro said. 
“I’m hoping I can get 
a few boxes after the 
game. I love pasta.” ... 
Someone’s minutes for 
Cleveland were going 
to get pinched in the 
playoffs and so far it’s 
Hickson, who averaged 
more than 20 per game 
in the regular season 
but has played just 50 
seconds in the series. 
He’s the odd-man out, 
but Hickson won’t com-
plain. “I understand we 
have goals we need to 
accomplish,” he said. 
“I want whatever the 
team wants.”
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Boxer commits 
suicide in jail

CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Former box-
ing champion Edwin 
Valero, who had a spec-
tacular career with 27 
straight knockouts 
and flouted a tattoo of 
President Hugo Chavez 
on his chest, hanged 
himself in his jail cell 
after being arrested 
for stabbing his wife to 
death, police said.

The 28-year-old former 
lightweight champion 
used the sweat pants 
he was wearing to hang 
himself from a bar in 
the cell, said his lawyer, 
Milda Mora.

Valero’s 24-year-old 
wife, Jennifer Carolina 
Viera, was found dead 
in a hotel room on 
Sunday, and police said 

the fighter emerged tell-
ing hotel security he 
had killed her.

Luge officials 
deem Georgian’s 
crash accident

UNDATED — 
Gravitational force over-
powered out-of-control 
Georgian luger Nodar 
Kumaritashvili and left 
him unable to avoid the 
crash that claimed his 
life hours before the 
opening ceremony at the 
Vancouver Olympics, 
the International Luge 
Federation concluded 
in a report.

Still, the FIL insisted 
Kumaritashvili was 
“absolutely qualified” 
to be at the games.

The FIL reaffirmed 
that the crash was an 
“unforeseeable fatal 

accident” caused 
by a number of fac-
tors. It added that 
Kumaritashvili’s sled 
reacted in ways that 
computer simulations 
could not foresee or 
mimic, the high-speed 
impact throwing him 
surprisingly skyward.

Steelers 
warned about 
misconduct

PITTSBURGH (AP) 
— Ben Roethlisberger 
practiced with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, 
with several players say-
ing they were warned 
that misconduct will not 
be tolerated. One added 
they were told to “get in 
line” or “get kicked out 
of line.”

Roethlisberger was on 
the field a week after 

learning he will not 
be charged by Georgia 
prosecutors for sexual 
assault. The quarter-
back did not speak to 
reporters after practice.

The NFL said there 
is no timetable for a 
decision on possible 
punishment, although 
the Steelers expect the 
league to act next week.

USC TE positive 
for marijuana

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Southern California 
tight end Anthony 
McCoy tested positive 
for marijuana at the 
scouting combine, a 
person familiar with 
the result told The 
Associated Press.

The person adds that 
every NFL team is 
aware of the result of 

the February test. The 
person spoke on con-
dition of anonymity 
because the NFL does 
not release results of 
individual drug tests.

McCoy is considered 
a likely second- or 
third-round pick in this 
week’s draft.

FoxSports.com first 
reported that McCoy 
tested positive, citing 
unidentified sources.

Singler to return 
to Blue Devils

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) 
— Duke’s Kyle Singler, 
the Most Outstanding 
Player at the Final Four, 
will return to school for 
his senior season.

Singler announced 
in a statement that he 
didn’t want to miss out 
on all the great things 

to come in his senior 
season.

Singler averaged 17.7 
points and 7.0 rebounds 
while leading Duke to 
a 35-5 record and the 
school’s fourth nation-
al championship. The 
first-team All-ACC 
selection became one of 
18 players in Duke his-
tory to score over 700 
points in a season, fin-
ishing with 707 in 2009-
10.

Nadal skipping 
home event

BARCELONA, Spain 
(AP) — Rafael Nadal is 
skipping the Barcelona 
Open this week to rest, 
which means he won’t 
defend his title at a 
tournament he has won 
the past five years.

Sports in brief▼

MLB 
SCORES

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Rays 8, Red Sox 2
TB 105 200 000—8 12 0
BOS 000 000 200—2 5	 1
Niemann, Sonnanstine (8) 

and Navarro; Lackey, Atchison 
(4), R.Ramirez (7), Schoeneweis 
(9) and V.Martinez, Varitek. 

W—Niemann 1-0. L—Lackey 
1-1. HRs—Tampa Bay, B.Upton 
(4). Boston, Hermida (2).

Blue Jays 8, Royals 1
KC 000 001 000—1 5 1
TOR 001 131 20x—8 11	 0
Bannister, Mendoza (6), Tejeda 

(7), Farnsworth (8) and B.Pena; 
Morrow, Camp (8), Janssen (9) 
and J.Molina. W—Morrow 1-1. 
L—Bannister 0-1. HRs—Toronto, 
Snider (2), Bautista 2 (3).

Angels 2, Tigers 0
DET 000 000 000—0 9 1
LAA 002 000 00x—2 4 0
Willis, Bonine (7) and Avila; 

Pineiro, Jepsen (8), Rodney (9) 
and J.Mathis. W—Pineiro 2-1. 
L—Willis 0-1. Sv—Rodney (4).

Mariners 8, Orioles 2
BAL 000 000 101—2 5 2
SEA  007 000 10x—8 12 0
Bergesen, Berken (3), Mickolio 

(7) and Wieters; Fister, League 
(8), Kelley (9) and Ro.Johnson. 
W—Fister 2-1. L—Bergesen 0-2. 

HRs—Baltimore, Wigginton (5). 
Seattle, Kotchman (3).

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Nationals 5, Rockies 2
COL 001 100 000—2 6 0
WAS 032 000 00x—5 8 0
Cook, Corpas (4), R.Flores 

(6), Daley (7), Beimel (8) and 
Olivo; Stammen, Capps (9) and 
I.Rodriguez. W—Stammen 1-0. 
L—Cook 0-2. Sv—Capps (6). 
HRs—Washington, W.Harris (2).

Mets 6, Cubs 1
CHC 000 001 000—1 9 1
NYM 000 010 50x—6 9 1
R.Wells, J.Russell (7), 

Samardzija (7), Marshall (7), 
Berg (8) and Soto; Niese, Nieve 
(6), Mejia (8) and Barajas. 
W—Nieve 1-1. L—J.Russell 0-1. 
HRs—New York, Pagan (1).

Cardinals 4, D’Backs 2
STL 000 020 011—4 11 0
ARI 200 000 000—2 10 2
Penny, Motte (8), T.Miller 

(8), Franklin (9) and Y.Molina; 

R.Lopez, Boyer (8), Qualls (9) 
and Snyder. W—Penny 2-0. 
L—Boyer 1-2. Sv—Franklin (5). 
HRs—St. Louis, Holliday (4).

Padres 3, Giants 2
SF 000 100 001 0—2 10 0
SD 100 001 000 1—3 10 1
Cain, Runzler (7), Mota (8), 

Affeldt (9) and B.Molina; Richard, 
Gregerson (7), Bell (9), Stauffer 
(10) and Torrealba, Hundley. 
W—Stauffer 2-0. L—Affeldt 2-2. 
HRs—San Francisco, Uribe (2). 
San Diego, Eckstein (1).
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Manuel Pineda, 65, 
died Monday.  Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home. FILM
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its ongoing Steven 
Spielberg retrospective.

And while the screen-
ing of the famed clas-
sic that introduced the 
world to Indiana Jones 
is pretty well in the bag, 
Johnson said there are 
still plenty of other as-
pects of the event he and 
the film society are look-
ing for help with.

“We would like to have 
several different groups 
in charge of different 
things going on at the 
event, such as a conces-
sions group, a trash and 
crowd control group and 
a set design group,” said 
Johnson. “This event is 
likely to be our biggest 
yet, and in order for it 
be one of our best, orga-
nization is going to be 
key. The next meeting 
isn’t until June, but via 
phone and e-mail I will 
be trying to put together 
groups to take care of 
different things at that 
event.

“The ‘Jurassic Park’ 
screening that will wrap 
up our Spielberg Ret-

rospective — at least to 
an extent, as a lot of the 
movies Spielberg either 
wrote or produced are 
scheduled for screen-
ings over the next few 
years — will be Aug. 28, 
and we’ll be back atop 
beautiful Scenic Moun-
tain. At that event we 
will also need help with 
crowd control, trash, 
donations and other as-
pects.”

The film society also 
nailed down the rules 
for its Indiana Jones 
short film contest it will 
be holding in conjunc-
tion with the screening 
of “Raiders of the Lost 
Ark.”

“The deadline for the 
Indy contest is June 25,” 
said Johnson. “Films 
can’t be longer than five 
minutes, need to have 
something to do with or 
be in the same vein as 
‘Raiders,’ and they must 
be something that can 
be screened at a fam-
ily event. All films must 
be turned in on a DVD. 
The top three films will 
be chosen by a panel of 
judges and screened pri-
or to ‘Raiders of the Lost 
Ark’ on July 9. When 
we meet in August or 

September, we plan to 
screen all of the Indy en-
tries.”

Johnson said the group 
also discussed several 
other possible projects 
for the future, ranging 
from a film festival in 
downtown Big Spring to 
a weekend filmmaking 
workshop.

“First and foremost 
we talked about our big-
gest goal, which is to 
put together a film and 
music festival in Big 
Spring,” said Johnson. 
“Our target is to begin 
making preparations 
for this event as renova-
tions in downtown Big 
Spring continue. What 
a great way to showcase 
our newly renovated 
downtown at comple-
tion by filling the streets 
with live music and film 
goers. We are already 
looking at integrating 
live music into our out-
door film series with the 
band Vocal Trash pos-
sibly playing before our 
‘Raiders’ event July 9.

“One of the goals we 
discussed was the possi-
bility of having a ‘make a 
film in a weekend’ work-
shop at some point. Ba-
sically, we would bring 
together 4-5 teams, give 
them a genre and three 
different objects and 
send them out to shoot 
a short film that has to 
be turned in by Sunday 
afternoon. At the clos-
ing ceremony Sunday 
night, we would screen 
all of the movies and 
give out awards.

“Another project 
we’re looking at is the 
possibility of bringing a 
independent filmmaker 
to Big Spring to screen 
some of their work and 
discuss the battle that 
takes place when mak-
ing a movie. These are 
all good ideas, as the 
film society continues 
to progress hopefully 
we will see them come 
to fruition.”

For more information 
on the Big Spring Film 
Society, visit www.big-

springfilm.org

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

PETERS
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doing really well,” said 
Larry Davis, president 
of Intermedia, shortly 
after the book was 
released. “We’ve 
scratched our heads to 
ask ourselves what’s 
made this book so well 
received and we can’t 
find any scientific 
answer.”

According to Peters, 
the idea for the book 
came during an airplane 
flight.

“I really feel like the 
Lord compelled me to 
write the book,” said 
Peters. “It actually oc-
curred to me to write 
the book when I was on 

a plane to Chicago a year 
and a half ago, and I blew 
it off. However, I wrote 
down the title for the 
book during the flight, 
and about a month later 
I began working on the 
outline for it.”

It would be several 
months after develop-
ing the outline that 
Peters would sit down 
and begin work on the 
book in earnest, an ef-
fort that took approxi-
mately eight weeks to 
complete.

“I kept saying, ‘I’m 
a dentist. I’m not an 
author.’ But I still felt 
the need to write this,” 
said Peters. “I feel like 
there are a lot of people 
in church today who 
don’t have a relation-

ship with Christ be-
cause they don’t know 
the Bible well enough 
to know where to look 
in it to find the answers 
to their questions. My 
book is solely about the 
gospel of Christ and the 
truth of his word.

“It helps hold a mirror 
up to people’s faces so 
they can have a sincere 
and truthful examina-
tion of what they are 
really doing with their 
walk of faith in Christ. 
The book also helps 
them with scripture 
references in the Bible 
and helps them answer 
many of the questions 
we all have.”

As something of a first, 
Peters advises readers 
not to pick up his book 

if they aren’t ready to 
take a closer look at 
their Christian faith.

“Do not read this book 
if you do not want to 
take a serious look at 
your walk of faith,” said 
Peters. “It will convict 
you to your core and 
challenge you to step 
back, look at your re-
lationship with Christ 
and make serious ad-
justments in how you 
relate to Him. This will 
then enable you to bet-
ter ‘walk the walk’ and 
not just ‘talk the talk’ of 
your faith.”

Peters has been in-
volved in daily Bible 
study for 26 years in 
addition to teaching 
various Sunday school 
classes.

Peters grew up pri-
marily in West Texas, 
graduating from Big 
Spring High School in 
1972. He earned a golf 
scholarship to Western 
Texas College in Sny-
der for three semesters 
before transferring to 
Angelo State University 
in San Angelo. He re-
ceived his B.A. degree 
in biology from Angelo 
State in 1976. He then 
attended the University 
of Texas Dental Branch 
in Houston, graduating 
in 1980. After practicing 
two years in the Hous-
ton Medical Center, he 
and his wife, Keyea, 
moved to Conroe where 
he started his current 
practice.

Peters and his wife 

have two children, Kai-
ley and Joseph.

“Which Way Is Up? 
(From Amongst All This 
Chaos!)” is available for 
$13.95 from www.ama-
zon.com or www.impr-
books.com.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringh-
erald.com

 SCHUYLER DIXON
Associated Press Writer

FORT WORTH — Presi-
dent Barack Obama “has put 
a target on Texas’ back” and 
illustrated it by not mention-
ing NASA’s sprawling John-
son Space Center in Houston 
while announcing new space 
agency initiatives in Florida, 
Gov. Rick Perry said Satur-
day.

Appearing at Texas Motor 
Speedway to promote his 2010 
gubernatorial campaign’s 
sponsorship of a car in Sun-
day’s NASCAR Sprint Cup 
race, Perry said it was “very 
disconcerting” that Obama 
talked about adding jobs at 

the Kennedy Space Center 
without addressing Texas, 
where missions are directed 
after liftoff.

“The message there was, 
‘You’re from Texas. We don’t 
care about you,’” Perry said. 
“I tell people this president 
has put a target on Texas’ 
back. Whether it’s programs 
that he’s talked about from 
the standpoint of making 
Texas an example, if you will. 
And I don’t appreciate it.”

His comments were his lat-
est criticism of Obama amid 
growing speculation that the 
longest-serving governor in 
Texas history might consider 
a run for president in 2012.

Perry, who is set to appear 
on the cover of an upcoming 
issue of Newsweek, has stead-
fastly said he’s not interested 
in running for president. Ex-
perts have said his frequent 
criticisms leveled at Wash-
ington suggest otherwise.

He struck a similar theme 
Saturday during an appear-
ance with Bobby Labonte, a 
Texas-raised driver whose 
No. 71 will carry Perry’s cam-
paign Web site on each side 
and have the governor’s last 
name in large block letters on 
the hood.

“If Washington wants to get 
it right, come down to Texas 
and we’ll show you,” Perry 

said. “It’s pretty simple, ac-
tually. Don’t spend all the 
money.”

The White House did not 
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Former astronauts and oth-
ers have criticized Obama 
for temporarily abandoning 
manned space flight without 
a clear timeline for a return. 
Bill White, the Democratic 
former Houston mayor who 
will oppose Perry in Novem-
ber, is among those urging 
Obama to reconsider, telling 
the president in a letter last 
month such a plan was “a 
step in the wrong direction.”

White subsequently praised 

the administration’s plan to 
rescue the Orion crew cap-
sule, a small part of a moon 
program that was otherwise 
nixed by Obama after being 
promoted in the final years of 
President George W. Bush’s 
term.

Rather than go to the moon, 
the Orion capsule would serve 
as an emergency escape pod 
for the International Space 
Station.

“High-paying, quality jobs 
should and will stay in Texas 
because of the revised plans 
for the Orion capsule and 
the International Space Sta-
tion,” White said earlier in 
the week.

Perry: NASA plan shows Obama has ‘target’ on Texas

WASHINGTON — America’s “Great 
Compromiser” Henry Clay called gov-
ernment “the great trust,” but most 
Americans today have little faith in 
Washington’s ability to deal with the 
nation’s problems.

Public confidence in government 
is at one of the lowest points in a half 
century, according to a survey from 
the Pew Research Center. Nearly 8 in 
10 Americans say they don’t trust the 
federal government and have little 
faith it can solve America’s ills, the 
survey found.

The survey illustrates the ominous 
situation President Barack Obama 
and the Democratic Party face as they 
struggle to maintain their comfort-

able congressional majorities in this 
fall’s elections. Midterm prospects 
are typically tough for the party in 
power. Add a toxic environment like 
this and lots of incumbent Democrats 
could be out of work.

The survey found that just 22 per-
cent of those questioned say they can 
trust Washington almost always or 
most of the time and just 19 percent 
say they are basically content with it. 
Nearly half say the government nega-
tively affects their daily lives, a senti-
ment that’s grown over the past dozen 
years.

“The government’s been lying to 
people for years. Politicians make 
promises to get elected, and when 

they get elected, they don’t follow 
through,” says Cindy Wanto, 57, a 
registered Democrat from Nemaco-
lin, Pa., who joined several thousand 
for a rally in Washington on April 15 
— the tax filing deadline. 

Majorities in the survey call Wash-
ington too big and too powerful, and 
say it’s interfering too much in state 
and local matters. The public is split 
over whether the government should 
be responsible for dealing with criti-
cal problems or scaled back to reduce 
its power, presumably in favor of per-
sonal responsibility.

About half say they want a smaller 
government with fewer services, com-
pared with roughly 40 percent who 

want a bigger government providing 
more. The public was evenly divided 
on those questions long before Obama 
was elected. 

The survey found that Obama’s pol-
icies were partly to blame for a rise in 
distrustful, anti-government views. 
In his first year in office, the president 
orchestrated a government takeover 
of Detroit automakers, secured a $787 
billion stimulus package and pushed 
to overhaul the health care system.

But the poll also identified a combi-
nation of factors: the recession that 
Obama inherited from President 
George W. Bush; a dispirited public; 
and anger with Congress and politi-
cians of all political leanings.

Poll: 4 out of 5 Americans don’t trust Washington
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Announcements
MATURE PROFESSIONAL
with good credit and excellent 
references looking for nice 2/3 
bdrm  house to lease by May 1. 
Call 325-338-8106.

Help Wanted
****ATTENTION DRIVERS****
Duncan Disposal- Now hiring 
for a driver for Coahoma area. 
Need at least a Class B CDL. 
Experience Preferred for a driv-
er’s position. Must be able to 
pass mandatory DOT and cor-
porate drug testing require-
ments. The job includes 40+ 
hours weekly Mon.-Fri., with 
some Sat. mornings. Please 
come by our Coahoma office or 
call Arthur at (432)770-3966. 
An hourly rate with benefits 
package is available. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

ARE YOU happy where you 
work? Why not make a positive 
career  move?  A  move to 
Caring Hearts Home Health.
Our employees are the very 
cornerstone of our organiza-
tion. Caring Hearts  is  now 
accepting resumes for a 
Full-time LVN and PNR RN. 
Caring Hearts offers top pay, 
freedom of flexible scheduling, 
paperwork  made  easier  by 
laptop, excellent benefits and a 
pleasant environment. Bi-lin-
gual a plus. Fax resumes to 
(432)714-4511 or come by 
1900 Scurry Street, Big Spring.

DO YOU or someone you 
know want to work from home? 
Earn $500 to $5,000 per month 
Part Time. www.freeath-
ome123.com or 888-252-5310.

Don’s Tire & Truck 
Service Inc., 

S. Service Rd. I-20 Exit 178, 
Big Spring, Texas. 79720

Taking Applications: 
Tire Tech: 
Must have knowledge of tires, 
Must be 21 or older. Must have 
valid driver Lic.

Apply In Person Only/ 
NO Phone Calls.

EZ PAWN, Now Hiring  2 Full 
time & 1 Part Time Sales and 
Loan Representatives. Must 
have High School/GED, pass 
background &  drug test. Apply 
online at www.ezpawnjobs.com

FARM HAND Wanted! Experi-
ence only apply. $500.00 
Weekly. Call after 7:00p.m. 
(432)684-5418.

Help Wanted
FRED LOYA INSURANCE

Immediate openings for 
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP.

In Big Spring
Must be able to work 

M-F 8a-7p & Sat. 9a-2p
Bilingual a plus

Computer Skills Required
Outgoing personality and 

self motivated
We offer:

Competitive pay starting at 
$7.25/hour to $8/hour

Opportunity to make up to 
$12/hour within 6 months

Excellent benefits and 
opportunitites for growth 

Paid Training
NO PREVIOUS 

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
Apply in person at:

1001 Greg St.
Big Spring, TX. 79720

Or email resume to
west-tx-csr@fredloya.com

HIGGINBOTHAM BARTLETT
Now hiring full-time Rental 
Dept. Must pass drug screen & 
criminal  background   check. 
Experience with small engines 
required. Serious inquiries 
only. Apply at 1900 East FM 
700.  No Phone Calls.

NEIGHBORS CONVENIENCE
Store now hiring cooks, cash-
iers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply 
at 3315 E. FM 700. 

NOW HIRING Dishwasher, 
cook and experience wait staff. 
Serious Inquires Only. Call 
432-466-9177.

PARKVIEW NURSING and 
Rehab now hiring a Charge 
Nurse 10pm-6am. Competitive 
Pay, Benefits, Health Insur-
ance Bonus, Retirement. Great 
family working environment. 
Apply in person at 3200 Park-
way or on-line at 
www.parkviewnursing.net 

PORTER       HENDERSON
Implement    Co.   Excepting 
applications for parts help. 
Must have farming knowledge 
and a valid driver’s license. 
Must apply in person.

TEXAS NURSE
Connection, Ltd.

RN’ LVN’S CNA’s
NEEDED FOR ALL SHIFTS

(325)670-0090
Texasnurseconnection.com

Help Wanted

Pediatric Private Duty 
Nurses needed for 

Immediate Openings!!
*Benefits
*Mileage paid
*Competitive Wages
*Sign-On Bonus!!

RN or LVN licenses required.
Part-time position available in 

Big Spring.
Call Kristi Young, RN @ 
432-550-1721 or fax resume to 
432-550-1717 today!

SECURITY OFFICERS 
Needed  for  Hospital  Federal 
Inmate Protection  detail. All 
positions are Part-time and 
PRN.
Physical Requirements: Must 
be in general good health and 
vision must be correctable to 
20/30 (SNELLEN) in one eye. 
The ability to distinguish basic 
colors is required. Emotional 
and mental stability is required.
Other Requirements: Must be 
able to pass State and Federal 
Backgrounds and Credit 
Checks.
Experience Requirements:
One year (2040) hours of expe-
rience in the armed forces or 
coast guard which  involved 
significant performance of 
guard duty of  detainees or 
prisoners; or  the equivalent 
experience in a federal, state, 
or local government, or private 
organization which involved 
protecting/police duties, or col-
lege level training in courses 
such as corrections or police 
science may be substituted for 
experience at the ratio of two 
hours of instructions for one 
hour of experience.
Apply at Workforce Center (in 
the Post Office), KEYWORD: 
PARAGON. EOE.
WANTED EXPERIENCED
pump truck and vacuum truck 
drivers. Experience necessary, 
previous jobs will be contacted. 
Apply at 1300 Hwy 350. No 
Phone Calls Please.

Miscellaneous
FASTER INTERNET! No Ac-
cess to Cable or DSL? NO 
PROBLEM! Get High-Speed 
Satellite Internet. HURRY! Call 
NOW for a LIMITED TIME OF-
FER! WildBlue 1-866-301-9919

WHY PAY RENT? 10’X16’ 
STORAGE BUILDINGS $74.00 
A     MONTH.     DELIVERY/ 
FINANCING. (432)563-3108.

WILLIAMS JEWELRY Buyers, 
Many thousands of satisfied 
sellers since 1984, can’t be 
wrong. Wadley and Midland 
Dr., 10-6, Mon-Fri. 
432-689-2300

On the Farm
THE NEW

LS TRACTORS 
HAVE ARRIVED at

Been Tractors 
6009 East Hwy 80.
Midland Tx 79706

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 

of Bus. 20 next door to 
Cisco Equipment) 

(432)686-9200 
Please come by for some West 
Texas Hospitality. Were you 
get more than you expect!!

WE WILL SERVICE 
YOUR TRACTOR 

Been Tractors 
6009 East Hwy 80.
Midland Tx 79706

(Take exit 144 off I-20, 
located on N. Service Rd. 
of Bus. 20. next door to 

Cisco Equipment) 
(432)686-9200

Pets
CHIHUAHUA Puppies, Ready 
to go. Call 432-264-8939.

TOY POODLES- Full Blood 
(Solid Black), 11 weeks old, 1st 
shots. Two left- 1 Male- $450., 
1 Female- $500.. Very Playful. 
Call (432)263-8791 or 
935-2557.

Real Estate for Rent

102 West 13th. 1 bdrm,  1 bath 
Duplex. All bills paid.  $500.00 
month, $500.00 deposit.  Call 
(432)212-3646.

1411 RUNNELS- 2 Bdrm. 
$475. month. Call Diane 
951-797-3752.

14X80 MOBILE Home 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, CH/A. Forsan 
School District. Water fur-
nished, electrical only utility. 
Call (432)267-1180 or 
816-4644.

1702 MORRISON 3 bdr, 1 
bath, Tile floors, CH/A, fenced 
yard. $725/month, $650/De-
posit. (432)213-4647

1ST MONTH Free Rent with 
One year lease. Good Credit 
Only. Completely Remodeled 
with crown molding, new appli-
ances. $595. Monthly. Please 
Call  (432)816-7104.

4 HOUSES- Commercial or 
Residential Use on Gregg, 
Scurry and FM 700 for Rent. 
Call (432)213-2319.

Real Estate for Rent
606 LINDA Lane.- 3 Bedroom, 
1 bath.  $650.00 month plus 
deposit. Call (432)296-3589.

704 S. LANCASTER (Close to 
Restraurants and Businesses) 
2 Bdrm, 1 bath, refrigerator fur-
nished. NO HUD. $385 Month, 
$250 Deposit. No pets. Refer-
ences required. 
(432)816-5025.

BUILDING FOR Rent- 501 
East 1st Street (Big Spring). 
$350 month, $350 deposit & 1 
year lease required. Please 
contact Lucy (432)263-5000 for 
more information.

BUSINESS PROPERTY- 207 
West 10th Street. Call 
(432)263-1281 weekdays 
9:00am-5:00pm.

BUY or RENT 2 Thru 6 bdrm 
Homes. 24 Hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, Pool with 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher. 
Washer/ dryer connections. 
(432)263-3461 -Rosa.

CORPORATE FULL Furnished 
Housing. Great for work crews 
on minimum 1 month assign-
ments.  New washer & dryer, 
refrigerator, microwave, linens 
provided. Call (432)816-7104.

HOUSE FOR rent 1211 Wood. 
Call for more information, 
(432)816-7142.

SMALL BUILDING for Rent- 
1308 Highway 350 (Big 
Spring). $250 month, $250 de-
posit & 1 year lease required. 
Please contact Lucy 
(432)263-5000 for more infor-
mation.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENT

2911 West Hwy 80
Big Spring

432-263-2292
Large 1& 2 Bdrms 

Security 
HUD OK

TANGLEWOOD GROVE APT.
Various Discounts
Efficiency Apt. and 

1, 2 or 3 Bdrm  Apts. 
Available

3304 W. Hwy 80
(432)714-4840

TLC Property Management, 
LLC.

1 Month FREE
2 & 3 bedroom 

houses available for rent
Easy & Fast Move-In Process

Call (432)264-6337
for details

Real Estate for Sale
COMMERCIAL- I-20 Frontage. 
Nice 1260 sq. ft. Bldg.- covered 
parking, patio, awning, kitchen, 
bath, many extra’s. See at 407 
NE Broadway, Coahoma, Tx. 
(432)394-4438, cell 270-0442. 
Owner Finance/ Cash Down 
Payment.

FORSAN ISD. New 3/2 with 
fireplace, all appliances in-
cluded. $3,200.00 down, $480 
monthly. WAC, Financing avail-
able. Call (432)517-0062 
RBI#36366.

FSBO CISD. 1800 sqft 3/2.5/2 
lg shop, extra covered parking, 
lg kitchen, lg laundry, 1/3 acre, 
great neighborhood, outside 
city limits. (432)816-0986 must 
sell!!!!
HERE’S FLORIDA! Florida 
Manufactured Home Magazine. 
A guide to finding and buying a 
manufactured home in the 
Sunshine State. Call to request 
your FREE copy today! Toll 
Free: 1-888-739-3530 Or Visit 
our 
websitewww.flmanufactured-
homes.com

Real Estate for Sale
MOVE IN ready brick home 
with 3/1/1 on corner lot. Dual 
vanities, fireplace, sprinkler 
system, hardwood floors/tile & 
plantation shutters throughout. 
Call (432)816-4377. NO 
OWNER FINANCE.

OWNER FINANCE, $3,950.00 
down, $535.78 month. 1403 
Tucson in Big Spring. Call 
agent 806-438-5557.

REDUCED---------- 421 Dallas, 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, den with 
fireplace, 2 storage buildings, 
covered patio. Must see Back-
yard!!  $74,800.00. No Owner 
Finance.  Call (432)517-4412.

SALE or LEASE. 4  bedroom, 
3 bath. Executive home, out-
side city, Coahoma ISD, horse 
pen, shop. Call (254)643-1145.

Vehicles
1954 PACKARD Super Clip-
per, all original, 16K miles, 
$8,000 OBO, 432-699-8123.

1989 REXALL class A motor 
home, nice, 57K miles, $9,00 
OBO. Call 432-699-8123.

$99 
Move-In
Special

Swimming Pool
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen

Discounts
1 & 2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
263-5555 21

05
34

Now Hiring
CDL Vacuum Truck Drivers

Transport Truck Drivers
Pump Truck Drivers

For our Coahoma location

Requirements
21 years of age and older

2-5 years experience
Driving record must meet insurance

 requirements Class A-CDL license required
Must be able to pass Physical/Drug Screen

Employee Health/Dental Plan - Prescription card
Safety/Performance Bonus, Holidays and Vacations

Apply In Person
906 NW Broadway

Coahoma, TX

We Support a drug and alcohol free work environment.
Globe Energy Services is an Equal Opportunity Employer

206666

Shroyer
Motor Co.

“The Home Of Almost Perfect Service”

2007 Hummer H3 4WD
Blue With Tan Leather, 

All Power, 36,000 Miles.

2008 Chevrolet Diesel
3 Ton Crew Cab 4WD

Brown With Tan Leather, All 
Power, One Owner, Extra Clean.

2009 GMC Sierra Crew Cab Denali
White With Tan Leather, Navigation, Radio And Sunroof,

25,000 Miles.

PONTIAC GMC
263-7625 432-770-1212 888-263-0017

206084

$26,995

$49,995

$27,995

$29,995

             2009 Acadia SLT
STK# 8787,

0% For 72 Mos. 
W.A.C. GMAC Financing

2005 Dodge 3500
60K, Local One Owner Miles,

Leather, Loaded.

NEW

Reduced

SOLD

DON’T PAY
to find work before

you get the job. For
free information 

about avoiding 
employment service

scams, write the
Federal Trade
Commission,

Washington, DC 20580
or call the National
Fraud Information

Center, 800-876-7060.

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and
information that will help you
when placing your ad. After your
ad has been published the first
day we suggest  you check the ad
for mistakes and if errors have
been made we will gladly correct
the ad and run it again for you at
no additional charge. If your ad is
inadvertently not printed advance
payment will cheerfully be refund-
ed and the newspaper’s liability
will be for only the amount
received for publication of the
advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit or reject any ad for
publication that does not meet our
standards of acceptance.

“It Pays To Read 
Big Spring Herald

Classifieds”

FILLED
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FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
• BARACK OBAMA
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• Kay Bailey 
Hutchison
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

• John Cornyn

U.S. Senator
517 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: 202-224-2934

• Randy Neugebauer
U.S. Representative
1510 Scurry
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722 

STATE
GOVERNMENT
• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

• JOE HEFLIN
State Representative
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, 78768
Phone: (432) 213-2897

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator
401 Austin, Suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
Phone: (432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Russ McEwen, Mayor  — 
Home: 263-0907; Work: 

267-1413.
	 Terry Hansen  — Home: 
263-26169; Work: 264-
5000.
  Manuel Ramirez Jr. 
—Home: 268-9692; Work: 
263-7361.	
	 Stephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306; Work: 
263-7361.
	 JoAnn Staulcup — 
Home: 263-4980.
	 Gloria McDonald — 
Home: 263-4835. Work: 
263-7615.
	 Troy Tompkins — Home: 
267-8769. Work: 263-0180.

Addresses

Community banks not the problem

Obama inauguration didn’t end racism

A
s our nation fights 
through an economic 
downturn, the worst 
since the Great Depres-

sion, we continue to see the ef-
fects this crisis has wrought on 
Americans. National unemploy-
ment continues to 
hover near 10 per-
cent, its highest 
level in 26 years. 
Foreclosure rates 
are not abating.

And while there 
are some signs of 
relief in the credit 
markets, small 
businesses and 
consumers are 
still struggling to 
obtain credit.

The crisis also 
remains at the 
forefront of consciousness 
because of the immense govern-
ment intervention this Admin-
istration and the Democratic 
Congressional leadership have 
pushed through.  Companies 
that were once titans of finance 
and business failed. As a result 
trillions of dollars in bailouts 
and spending packages have 
been poured into our financial 
markets and the economy as a 
whole to prop up these institu-
tions, all in the name of market 
stabilization. 

It continues to this day, as 
evidenced by another $18 bil-
lion spending package enacted 
last month. This unprecedented 
amount of spending is sending 
our national debt spiraling out 
of control.

At the heart of this interven-
tion is the notion that institu-
tions can be “too big to fail,” our 
government’s policy to provide 
assistance to prevent the failure 
of large financial firms deemed 
systemically significant to our 
economy.

This perverts free market capi-
talism and suggests that entities 
can “privatize” their profits, yet 
“socialize” their risks.

This absolutely must end. The 

American taxpayers should not 
be forced to pay the gambling 
debts of failed risky bets made 
by large financial institutions.

In the coming weeks we will 
begin debate on financial regu-
latory reform legislation that 
would put into law this “too big 
to fail” mentality.

It is absolutely wrong to tie the 
fate of the national and global 
economy to the fortunes of a 
relatively small number of giant 
financial firms.

Of particular concern is the 
effect that proposed financial 
regulatory reform legislation 
will have on our nation’s com-
munity banks. Community 
banks in Texas and across the 
country serve as the backbone of 
our economy. Community banks 
were making home and business 
loans to local customers, while 
the giant financial institutions 
were playing the derivative and 
subprime market. 

Local community banks 
provide the lending and deposit 
services for our nation’s small 
businesses so that they may con-
tinue to operate, invest, create 
jobs and drive our economy.

Credit from a community bank 
allows the West Texas explo-
ration company to drill new 
wells to deliver the oil and gas 
that fuels our state and nation. 
Credit from a community bank 
in Texas allows the Austin area 
tech start up to create a new 
product line that could soon 
revolutionize the way the world 
communicates.

It is this business lending that 
will help create jobs and grow 
our economy.

Tom Hoenig, president of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Kan-
sas City, said recently that our 
nation’s largest banks would be 
well-served to take lessons from 
our community banks.

Why? Because community 
banks have been committed to 
providing the vital credit and 
services needed for small busi-
nesses to create the jobs that will 

lead our nation into recovery.
It is precisely this ability to 

foster bottom-up growth through 
small businesses that sets com-
munity banks apart from other 
financial institutions.

Unlike the big financial in-
stitutions we see in the head-
lines for bailouts and bonuses, 
community banks do not pose 
systemic risk to our financial 
system, nor are they identified 
as primary contributors to our 
latest crisis.

However, our community 
banks would soon be subjected 
to a considerable amount of new 
costs and regulatory burdens 
as a result of this legislation, a 
burden that would hamper their 
ability to effectively provide 
depository and lending services 
to our American consumers and 
small businesses.

Community banks should not 
be punished as a result of this 
legislation. We should preserve 
and enhance our dual-banking 
system, rather than impose ad-
ditional federal regulations that 
stifle their ability to serve their 
communities.

This legislation would gear 
the Federal Reserve’s monetary 
policy to the large banks mainly 
in New York without any regard 
for the 6,800 regional and com-
munity banks located across our 
country.

And that means the Fed will 
lack a fundamental understand-
ing of what small businesses, 
families and workers across 
Texas and throughout our na-
tion are facing on a daily basis.

We should stop “too big to 
fail,” protect taxpayers from 
bailouts and only regulate what 
needs to be regulated. 

It’s when government tries to 
fix what isn’t broken that trouble 
begins.

Kay Bailey Hutchison is the 
senior U.S. Senator from Texas 
and is the ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science and Transportation.

S
ince Obama’s election, a 
destructive new thread 
in conservative com-
mentary has emerged: 

“Blacks have finally arrived. 
We don’t need to concern our-
selves with ‘them’ anymore. If 
we can elect an 
African-American 
president, then 
prejudice must be 
dead.” The unspo-
ken corollary is, 
“OK, they got what 
they wanted. Now 
we can go back to 
discriminating 
again.”

As if to empha-
size this point, 
Virginia Gov. Bob 
McDonnell issued 
a provocative proclamation 
praising the brave Confederate 
boys who fell in The War Be-
tween The States. 

Recent Democratic governors 
didn’t produce such statements, 
and even recent Republican ones 
had included wording to make 
plain that they weren’t support-
ing slavery. 

McDonnell didn’t even add 
that kind of fig leaf—until the en-
suing uproar essentially forced 
him to do it.

Such is the perceived senti-
ment these days that one can 
support discrimination pretty 
openly. And just in case you 
might think Virginia’s Con-
federate History Month stunt 
could be an aberration, note that 
Texas, Georgia, Mississippi and 
Alabama have all declared their 
own version of it in recent years.

It’s not that American rac-
ism ever went away. If things 
seemed to pick up for minorities 
during the artificial boom years, 

it had little to do with public 
intention. 

If African Americans had an 
easier time buying a house, it 
was more because the market 
was overbuilt than because of 
any greater tolerance. If mort-
gages were easily available, it 
was more due to the need for 
new swindle victims than to 
bankers experiencing a sudden 
vision of racial harmony.

Schools, too, are still a mixed 
bag. Obama’s inauguration 
spawned no new flood of integra-
tion.

If anything, America’s slow 
drift toward re-segregation has 
continued unabated. Now that 
No Child Left Behind has proved 
largely ineffective, the latest fad 
is to fire all the staff at a failing 
school and hire new teachers 
and administrators. 

Not much talk, though, of 
more money or services to bring 
individual low performers up to 
speed. Less talk yet about wide-
ranging district mergers to force 
more integration.

Jobs haven’t provided any 
relief either.

Black unemployment remains 
far above the rate for whites at 
all education levels, worsened 
now by the recession. Cases are 
even cited of blacks scrubbing 
their resumes to bleach out tell-
tale signs of race. Sure, they’ll 
get discovered at the interview, 
but in the nuanced world of bias, 
they may be over the hump by 
then.

Having an African-American 
president doesn’t seem to have 
much altered police behavior ei-
ther. Random stops on city side-
walks and highways continue to 
follow historic patterns.

Connecticut passed a law in 

1999 requiring police depart-
ments to submit periodic reports 
on the racial makeup of such 
suspects to the African-Ameri-
can Affairs Commission.

Nice try. Only a handful of 
departments bother filing the re-
ports at all, and the commission 
has no budget to analyze them. 
There’s no enforcement.

New York City and other big 
places are constantly under the 
gun for such profiling. In the 
Big Apple last year, blacks were 
seven times more likely to get 
busted for plain old pot posses-
sion than whites, even though 
studies show their usage to be 
about equal.

Housing policy is more of the 
same. Westchester County, a 
large New York suburb, signed a 
federal agreement to build hun-
dreds of affordable homes and 
market a slew of them to blacks. 
Nice thought. Six months later, 
only pretense had been accom-
plished and no one has been put 
in charge of anything.

Nor are they ever likely to be. 
Some jurisdictions around the 
nation with particularly strong 
leadership for a few years have 
successfully integrated a bit 
of housing and some schools. 
Mostly though, leaders of that 
stripe soon get unelected and the 
community returns to its regu-
lar segregated course.

None of this has changed with 
Barack Obama’s presidency. 
Citizens just treat him as an 
intriguing racial interlude while 
going on about their often dis-
criminatory lives.

Minuteman Media columnist 
William A. Collins is a former 
state representative and a former 
mayor of Norwalk, Conn.

F
or a great many of us, the first word that 
comes to mind when encountering a high-
way construction work zone is delay. 
That’s particularly true for Big Spring res-

idents who’ve spent a great deal of time frustrated 
by street projects along Gregg, Scurry, Main and 
Lancaster streets. However, the word that should 
come to mind is caution. 

That’s why each April, the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) joins with the Federal 
Highway Administration, national transportation 
associations and numerous other state depart-
ments of transportation for National Work Zone 
Awareness Week to remember victims and to 
raise awareness of safety precautions for workers 
and motorists in work zones. 

Work zones can be hazardous for motorists, as 
well as highway crews, working to improve Texas’ 
highways. TxDOT maintains approximately 80,000 
miles of highway with more than 1,000 construc-
tion or maintenance projects under way at any 
given time. With that much construction, chances 
are you’ll encounter a work zone or two. 

According to TxDOT figures, 175 people were 
killed in highway construction and maintenance 
zones in Texas in 2008. 

More than four out of every five work zone fa-
talities are motorists traveling through the work 
zone. 

Thirty-four percent of all work zone fatalities for 
2008 were drug and alcohol-related.

And one in three work zone crashes is a rear-end 
collision. 

“Speed and inattention are the leading causes 
of work zone crashes,” said Texas Transportation 
Commissioner Fred Underwood. “Each of us has 
the power to protect and save lives. We just need 
to put our cell phones down, stop messing with the 
radio and focus on driving. As a result, we can re-
duce the number of fatalities that occur in work 
zones.”

Indeed.
Each of us should take responsibility for work 

zone safety — from engineers and planners to driv-
ers and pedestrians.

The engineers and planners are professionals. 
They get paid to think in terms of safety. So, that 
puts the ball in our court, doesn’t it?

Remember to
drive carefully
in work zones

Letter policies

How to contact us
The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-

ions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we 

offer several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill 
McClellan at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721	

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a 

street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter 

per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-

phone number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring 

Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can 
also be e-mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A Small Prayer

Doubt leaves, Lord, when You enter our life.
Amen

by K. Rae Anderson

Kay

Bailey

Hutchison
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Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING

FENCES FENCES

 LAWN SERVICE

20
59

52

Terrazas Lawn Service

Trey Terrazas
(432) 213-2695

Mowing, Edging, Weedeating,
Tree Trimming, 

No job too big or small, 

Free estimates,

call any time:

B & M Fence Co.
VOTED BEST IN BIG SPRING

• Residential   • Commercial
• Chain Link      • Metal
• Cedar              • Dog Kennels

Now Accepting

You Choose Your Payment Plan!!
Free Estimates

Get Our Price & Compare

Robert Marquez - Owner

263-1613
1-800-525-1389

101 NW 2nd St.         Big Spring, TX  

ELECTRICAL

17
29

6

C A ELECTRICAL
&

CONSTRUCTION
CHRIS ALEXANDER - OWNER

caelectric74@yahoo.com
(432) 466-1245

Taking care of all of your 
electrical needs

TECL#25950    24 hour service
Residential, Commercial, Oilfield

STORAGE
AAA Mini Storage

3301 E. FM 700
Patrolled by 

Fall Creek Security
24 Hr. access

Fenced and lighted
Come see Marc, Amy, Mike & Charlie 

For all your storage needs
LARGE or small we store it all!!

(432) 263-0732 206119

DIRT WORK

Jim & Wil
Hoggard

20
04

11

J & W Sand,
Gravel and Dozer Service

432-213-5342
Experienced / References

Good Rates
Free Estimates!!!

Residential Work

200411 J & W sand.indd   1 7/16/09   8:15:10 AM

CONCRETE
MARQUEZ
FENCE CO.

17098

All types of
 fences, tile fence

 & repairs.
Concrete work, carports, 

stucco work
All work guaranteed

Free Estimates

Benny Marquez-Owner
267-5714

  $55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331  to place  your ad today!!

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodeling

Room Additions, 
Drywall Hanging & Finishing, 

Bath & Kitchen Remodels, Ceramic 
Tile, Insallation & Repair.

Free Estimates
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285 or 270-3282

20
04

19

 LAWN SERVICE

20
58

91

Mowing • Weedeating
Hauling • Tilling

• Hedging • Trees Trimmed
• Odd Jobs

Scoggin
Lawn Service

Call 267-5460
Cell 816-6150

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

FULLMOON, INC.
Complete Home Care & Repair

Sheetrock, Painting, Tile, Countertops, Floors, Additions.
Low Cost Metal Roofing

INSURED • BONDED
FREE ESTIMATES

432-267-5478           432-213-6943
174561

Top Notch Landscaping
Landscape design • Swimming pools  

Ponds • Irrigation • Rockscaping
Landscape lighting • Complete lawn care  
Pavers• Brick & stone• Patios & walkways  

Complete tree service • Retaining walls  
Commercial & Residential 

(432) 213-0031
Free Estimates

 CAR FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL

YOUR CAR?
CALL 263-7331

Herald Classifieds

 HOUSE FOR SALE
TRYING TO SELL
YOUR HOUSE?

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 PAINTING & WALLPAPER

20
62

25

TWO CHICKS PAINTING
20+ years combined 

experience.
Interior/exterior and faux.

Free Estimates.
PLEASE CALL JOY AT:

296-1699

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
RS

HOME REPAIR
Remodeling - Kitchen and Baths.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Our Specialty

Add On's
Garage Door Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
Randy Smith-Owner
(432) 816-3030

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

 SIGNS/BANNERS ETC.

20
62

30

Rock-n-Designs
Personalized Etched Glass,
Banners, Signs, Decals, 

Grapics
Candy & Cathy

806-575-0131 or 325-436-9511

3609 W. Hwy. 180
Behind J&K Rental

CONCRETE
STUCCO

DRIVEWAYS
SIDEWALKS

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons
Concrete

(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez
Big Spring, TX 79720Fred Rubio

Insured & Bonded For Your Protection

All Kinds Of
Remodeling • Drywall

Ceramic Tile • Electrical
Plumbing • Roofing

Brick & Concrete Work
Swimming Pool Decks

J. T. Builders

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Cell
(432) 935-6310 Res.

CONCRETE

ROOFING

FULLMOON, INC.
ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Low Cost Metal Roofing

Insured • Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE ESTIMATES (432) 267-5478
Big Spring, Texas

ROOFING

210340

Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
All Types of Roof Work,

Home Repairs, Ceramic Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences, 

Wood Floors.
You Need it — We Do It...

Since 1996   (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

Alvaro Palacios - Owner
Call 213-0363 or 263-5430

PHOTOGRAPHY

by Dan Adams

COWBOY PHOTOGRAPHY

Weddings - starting @ $400.00
Eqestrian & Sports Events

P.O. Box 2992
Big Spring, Texas 79721
432-270-1438 cowboyphotographytx.com

206118

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

COSCO
COMPLETE HOME REMODEL 

& MAINTENANCE
NEW BATHROOMS, KITCHENS,
PATIO & DECKS, ADDITIONS!

TILE, SHEETROCK, PAINT,
INSTALL APPLIANCES, GARAGE 
DOORS, FROM ROOF TO FLOOR 

AND EVERYTHING BETWEEN
FREE ESTIMATES 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE
432-816-6282

20
93

35

ROOFING

Timmy D's Roofing 
Specializing in Patch Jobs/

Whole Roof Metal, Shingle, 
Tile & Flat, 
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATE
Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Call

(432) 935-1835

20
93

23

LAWN SERVICE
209325H & L

LAWN SERVICE
Mowing, Hauling, Estate, 

Garage Sale, Other Cleaning 
Out, Rent Houses, Storage Shed, 

Small Shed and Teardowns.

268-3065

AC & HEATING

Johnson Air Conditioning
Heating & Sheet Metal

• Servicing All Air Conditioning Units
• All Sheet Metal Work Including
  Duct Work
• Registers & Grills

We Carry All Air Conditioning 
Units Parts And Filters

1408 E. 4th • 263-2980

TACLBO6982E

DEER CORN

Lyssy Eskel
50pd. Bag-$6.75

Helena Chemical
3104 N. Hwy. 87

Big Spring
(432) 263-9963

 CONSTRUCTION

20
71

06

KIAN LLC
Demolition, Construction
Residential & Commercial

Bonded
State Licensed

Call
(432) 213-0253

 COMPUTER SERVICES

20
62

29

Blue Parrot
Technologies

•Computer Repair •Wireless Networking
•Video Surveillance •Computer Training

•Home Theatre
For your home or business!

Call Ron Baker
325-574-0196

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

20
62

93

Wes-Tex 
Resurfacing
Bathtub, Sink and 
Tile Refinishing

432-488-6105

MISCELLANEOUS

Sweetwater Trade Days
Vendors Wanted!
Indoors - Big Spaces

Held on the 1st weekend of every month.
Exit 243 on I-20

Old Walls Building
For More Info Call

325-669-5614

20
65

37
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Thank You NIE School Sponsor Thank You NIE Classroom Sponsors

Medicine Center
Pharmacy

A-Bob's Bail Bonds

Burrito Express I & II

Troy Tompkins,
CMFC Financial Planner

The Prudential Insurance
Company Of America

Lead paint poisoning affects 
over one million children today. 

Learning disabilities, hearing loss, speech delays, violent behavior 

and, in rare cases, seizures and even death: these are just some 

of the effects lead paint poisoning has on young children. If your 

home was built before 1978, lead paint on your walls, doors, 

windows and sills may be dangerous. And it’s not just large paint 

chips that can cause damage. In fact, three granules of lead dust 

are enough to poison your child. Let’s make all kids lead-free kids. 

To learn more about the simple steps you can take to safeguard 

your family, log on to LEADFREEKIDS.org or call 800-424-LEAD.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE FUNDS

April 16, 2010
City of Big Spring
310 Nolan St.
Big Spring, TX 79720
(432) 264-2401

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS
On or about April 28, 2010 the City of Big Spring will submit a request 
to the Texas Department of Rural Affairs (TDRA) for the release of 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds under the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (“HERA”), to undertake a project known 
as Big Spring NSP, for the purpose of demolition of approximately forty 
five (45) blighted properties and construction of approximately five (5) 
new homes on foreclosed lots all within the targeted area of the program 
described as that area within the city limits of Big Spring that is west of 
U.S. Hwy. 87; east of McMahon Wrinkle Airport; North of Webb Street 
and Martin Luther King Blvd. and South of Interstate Highway 20.

The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act 
requirements. An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents 
the environmental determinations for this project is on file at the Office 
of the City Attorney, City of Big Spring, 310 Nolan St., Big Spring, TX 
79720 and may be examined or copied weekdays 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the 
Notice of Intent to request a Release of Funds to the City of Big Spring, 
310 Nolan St. Big Spring, TX 79720. All comments received by April 
27, 2010 will be considered by the City prior to a  request for release of 
funds. Commentors should specify which part of this Notice they are 
addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
       The City of Big Spring certifies to the Texas Department of Rural 
Affairs (TDRA) that Russ McEwen in his capacity as Mayor consents to 
accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to 
enforce responsibilities in relations to the environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. TDRA’s approval of 
the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related 
laws and authorities, and allows the city of Big Spring to use Program 
funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
TDRA will consider objections to the release of funds received by May 14, 
2010 or a period of fifteen days from its receipt of the request (whichever 
is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification 
was not executed by the Certifying Officer or other officer of the City 
approved by TDRA; (b) the City has omitted a step or failed to make a 
decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient or other participants in the project have committed funds 
or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a 
release of funds by TDRA; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant 
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections 
must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required 
procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to David B. Brown, 
Environmental Regulatory Officer, Texas Department of Rural Affairs, 
P.O. Box 12877, Austin, TX 78971. Potential objectors should contact 
TDRA to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Russ McEwen, Mayor, City of Big Spring 207495
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope

$55.60 Per Month
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

YOUR AD
THIS COULD BE YOUR AD

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

PEST CONTROL

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Con

trol432.263.0441

2008 Birdwell Lane
www.swa1pc.com

TREE TRIMMING

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

More than 20 years of experience. 
Stump grinder available. For Tree 

Trimming and removal.
CALL

Lupe Villalpando
432-268-6406
432-213-1451

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and

Doctor of Repairs!
Free Estimates!!

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110

ROOFING

WATER WELLS

Choate Well
Service

For all your water well needs.
All major credit cards accepted

Call (432) 393-5231
Family Owned Business

For 51 Yrs.

16
03

8

TAX SERVICES

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund

TAX ASSOCIATES
 406 Runnels

 (Across from Bargain Mart)

CALL

(432) 264-6134
“Se Habla Espanol”

209486

SEWING

20
21

83

Kids Can Sew
Uniquely Yours

Custom Embroidery And Sewing

Bobbi King
(432) 267-1296

Girls and
Boy's

(Ages 6 and Up)
Licensed

Kids Can Sew
Instructor

SUBSCRIPTION

CALL

432-263-7331

WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO HAVE

THE BIG SPRING 
HERALD 

DELIVERED?

Legals

Legals
Invitation for Bids

Garrett & Associates General Con-
tractors, Ltd.  is accepting bid pro-
posals for concrete flatwork, rock 
excavation, solar electrical, and 
masonry subcontracts for work lo-
cated at Big Spring State Park. 
Bids will be received until 2:00 
p.m., on April 29, 2010 - via fax at 
903-839-9265 or delivered to 
21405 CR 2182, Whitehouse, TX 

75791.  Prospective bidders may 
obtain additional information and 
bid instructions by calling 
903-839-7909.  GAGC reserves 
the right to recommend to the 
Owner the bid proposal that pro-
vides the best value for the Project.
#6502  April  12,  13,  14,  15, 16, 
18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25, 26 
and 27, 2010

NOTICE OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS
STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOWARD
BAA MEETING
April 21, 2010

1- Roscoe Hartfield, 1102 N. Main 
St., Big Spring, TX 79720, SC 42 
BK 32 IN TR 1, of William B. Currie 
Addition, also known as 1102 N. 
Main St.
2- Kay Littlejohn, PO Box  202461, 
Arlington, TX 76006-8461, 6.5 AC 
SW/4 of SC 42 BK 32 1N, of Wil-
liam B. Currie Addition, also known 
as 218 N. Johnson St.
3- Palemon Diaz, 215 NE 8th St., 
Big Spring, TX 79720-1410, SE/4 
of SC 42 BK 32 1N TR 22, of Wil-
liam B. Currie Addition, also known 
as 215 NE. 8th. St.
4- James Jackson, 310 NW 10th 
St., Big Spring, TX 79720-1218, LT 
9 BK 40, of Bauer Addition, also 
known as 310 NW 10th St.
5- Lester Crawford, (deceased), PT 
LTS 7-8 & PT LT 9 BK 11, of 
Brown Addition, also known as 300 
Jones St.
6- Leslie H. Mcmullen, 405 E. 10th 
St., Big Spring, TX 79720, LT 9 BK 
78, of Birdwell Heights Addition ac-
cording to replat of Block 78, Origi-
nal Town of Big Spring, also known 
as 405 E. 10th St.
7- James Spangler, 377 White St, 
Loveland, OH 45140-8867, LT 6 
BK 20, of Cole & Strayhorn Addi-
tion, also known as 810 E. 15th St.
8- Joe A. Torres, PO Box 2955, Big 
Spring, TX 79721-2955, LT 11 BK 
18, of Cole & Strayhorn Addition, 
also known as 603 E. 16th St.
9- Riley Rivera, 702 Bell St, Big 
Spring, TX 79720, LT 2 BK 3, of 
Earles Addition, also known as 702 
Bell St.
10- Sunshine Unlimited Inc, 1651 
County Road 255, Big Spring, TX 
79720-0704, of Jones Valley Addi-
tion, also known as 906 W. 6th St.

Dear Property owner (s):
Current Tax records of the City of 

Big Spring indicate that you are the 
owner of the property at, the above 
street address. This structure is in 
violation of section 115.1 of the In-
ternational Building Code and the 
following detailed report documents 
the condition which have rendered 
the structure unsafe to with: Dilapi-
date, sub-standard structure, 
plumbing and electrical do not 
meet the City Code of Ordinances. 
Windows missing or broken out. 
Building has been vandalized and 
poses a potential Health hazard to 
the public. Structures cannot be se-
cured to keep out transients or chil-
dren.

Therefore, by the authority in-
vested in my office by the Big 
Spring Code, I have declared this 
structure or portions thereof un-
safe, dilapidated substandard or 
unfit for human habitation, and 
have determined it or portions 
thereof poses a hazard to public 
health, safety, and public welfare.

The International Building Code, 
Section 115.01 provides that all 
structures or existing equipment 
that are or hereafter become un-
safe, insanitary or deficient be-
cause of inadequate means of 
egress facilities, inadequate light 
and ventilation, or which constitute 
a fire hazard, or are otherwise dan-
gerous to human life or the public 
welfare, or that involve illegal or im-
proper occupancy or inadequate 
maintenance, shall be deemed an 
unsafe condition. Unsafe structures 

shall be taken down and removed 
or made safe, as the building offi-
cial deems necessary and as pro-
vided for in this section. A vacant 
structure that is not secured 
against entry shall be deemed un-
safe. 

“You are hereby notified that a 
hearing will be held before the 
MEP + Board of Adjustment and 
appeals of the City of Big Spring, 
Texas, at 307 E. 4th on the 21st 
day of April, 2010 at 5:30pm. The 
purpose of the hearing is to make a 
final determination as to whether 
the structure described is in viola-
tion of the Structural Standards 
Code of the City of Big Spring, 
Texas. You may be present at the 
hearing and may be, but need not 
be, represented by legal counsel. 
You may present any relevant evi-
dence and will be given full oppor-
tunity to cross-examine all wit-
nesses testifying against you. You 
may request the issuance of sub-
poenas to compel the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of 
books, documents or other things 
by filing an affidavit thereof with the 
MEP Board of Adjustment and Ap-
peals. At the time of the hearing, 
you (whether you be the owner, 
lien holder, or mortgagee) will be 
required to submit at the hearing 
proof of the scope of any work that 
may be required to comply with the 
Code and the time it will take to 
reasonably perform the work. In the 
event you seek to obtain more than 
thirty (30) days to complete the 
project, you will be required to rea-
sonably establish that the work 
cannot be completed within thirty 
(30) days. In the event you seek to 
obtain more than ninety (90) days 
to complete the work, you will be 
required to submit a detailed plan 
and time schedule for the work at 
the hearing and establish that the 
work cannot be completed within 
ninety (90) days.

Following the hearing the Board 
of Adjustment and Appeals may is-
sue an order requiring the vacation, 
relocation of occupants, securing, 
repair (with or without vacation), re-
moval, or demolition of the struc-
ture if the MEP Board of Adjust-
ments and Appeals finds that any 
of the following conditions exist:

(1) The structure in question is di-
lapidated, substandard, or unfit for 
human habitation; and a hazard to 
the public health, safety, and wel-
fare;

(2) The structure is unoccupied 
by its owners, or other invitees and 
is unsecured from unauthorized en-
try to the extent that is could be en-
tered or used by vagrants or other 
uninvited persons as a place of 
harborage or could be entered or 
used by children;

(3) If boarded up, fenced or other-
wise secured in any manner, the 
building constitutes a danger even 
though secured from entry; or the 
means used to secure the building 
are inadequate to prevent unau-
thorized entry or use of building in 
the manner described in (B) above;

(4) Following entry of the order, 
any person affected by the order 
may appeal, the order to the State 
District Court for relief within thirty 
(30) days, and upon failure to do so 
within such period of time, the or-
der shall become final.

Kenny H., Davis
Building Official

#6510 April 20, 2010

The moon is in Cancer,
her home. And with the
sun shining in the realm
of the first earth sign of
the zodiac and Earth Day
fast approaching, our
attention turns toward
environmental issues that
face our own home
planet. A Native
American proverb states,
“We do not inherit the
earth from our ancestors;
we borrow it from our
children.” 

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Going
into “over-
whelm”
mode seems
like the
usual thing
you do
lately. Slow
down! Spend
more time
in the
organizing
and
planning
stages, and you’ll have a
better idea about what is
actually practical and
doable. 

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A lot of people have
offbeat ideas lately. But it
takes an especially bold
and determined person to
follow through. That’s
you. And you’ll enjoy the
amazement of those who
witness you.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Someone will come
through for you. But wait
— doesn’t this person
come through for you
almost every day? Take
nothing for granted. Your
appreciation will go a
long way toward
cementing this bond. 

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You will be highly
susceptible to the
vibrations that different
environments give off.
Luckily, no one is
making you go where you
don’t want to go. Place
yourself where the

inspiration is flowing.  
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).

One who seems
emotionally open and
vulnerable may just be
loose with personal
details. Perhaps it’s a
way of gaining attention.
Avoid this sloppy social
dynamic, and don’t be a
perpetrator of it.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You’ll be drawing
new boundaries of
decorum in a situation
that has gotten slightly
too wild for your taste.
Reining it back in will
renew your sense of
control over your
relationships. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Sometimes knowing
that you have to take
action inhibits you from
dreaming as big as you
could. So don’t demand
action of yourself. Let
yourself think and dream
freely. Defy the mental
limits. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Working alone will
get stale, especially if
your daily tasks are
already pretty mundane.
You’ll do better when
surrounded by
competitors. And if that’s
not possible, then at least
imagine that you’re up
against a worthy
opponent. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). Someone
wants to add additional
tasks (in other words,
stressors) to your list.
The nerve! But the funny
thing is, you can take it.
And you’ll actually do
better when you have
more to do. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Your emotions
have an influence over
your decisions. But they
shouldn’t have the last
say, especially if you’re
feeling slightly out of
whack. Take your time in
considering things.

Everything looks
different tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll be asking
more questions. It’s
second nature for you to
be curious about others.
Just be sure to respond to
social cues. When the
answer is “no comment,”
don’t press on. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). There are places you
know you shouldn’t go.
And if you do so anyway,
you will put yourself in
bad company. If you
make a bad choice, back
out quickly. Don’t try to
justify your choice by
trying to make it work.
Just walk away.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(April 20). You’ll earn a
stellar reputation for
your outstanding work.
May brings renewal.
Positive changes to the
way you take care of
yourself will infuse you
with energy and a zest for
life. A romantic turn of
events will inspire you to
create something of
beauty in July. New
friends come along in
September. Leo and
Scorpio people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are:
30, 2, 13, 39 and 41.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “Will my
boyfriend marry me or
not? He’s a Virgo, and I’m
a Cancer. One day, he’s
talking about us as a
couple and the things
we’ll do when we are
married, and the next
day, he says he needs his
space. I’m 40 years old
and don’t want children,
but I’d like to know what
my future is going to be
like.” 

Cancer women like you
thrive when your concept
of home is nailed down.
You want to know where
you’re going to live, what
it’s going to look and feel
like, and who is going to

be living there with you.
Virgo men have their
own ideas about home
life and can be
meticulous in their
demands of their personal
space. It is easier than
you know to accidentally
violate your man’s
personal space rules
without realizing it. Your
best bet is to give him a
wide berth. That may
require you to take the
marriage issue off the
table. Build your own
home, space and life as
though you couldn’t care
less whether or not he is
in it. It may seem cold to
you, but in fact, there
will be nothing warmer
and more attractive to
him than a woman who
is comfortable in her own
groove. 

CELEBRITY
PROFILES: Model,
dancer, singer, author
and fitness guru Carmen
Electra is a sensual
Taurus who loves to tan
in the limelight. Her
creative Leo moon
assures that she’ll
continue to find many
ways to shine there.
Gemini influences in her
chart indicate a sharp
intellect and a talent for
communicating her mind.
Jupiter in Capricorn
indicates long-term
financial luck and a
careful approach to
business. 

If you would like to
write to Holiday Mathis,
please go to
www.creators.com and
click on “Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

® 2010
CREATORS.COM
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GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
Hidden treasures? Junk?

Recycle your unwanted items!
Call 263-7331 today. 

A friendly Classified Consultant will help you create an ad
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Choose Your Lip and Eye Shades

estée lauder
free 7-pc. gift

Included

100437011.B Hou 04/21 Lauder GWP #4 ROP 04/21/2010 4 col. x 15” B&W ROP MN   2A Bealls: 122; 3A Bealls: 5, 13, 15, 21, 38, 42, 45, 47, 55, 
67, 69, 101, 131, 132, 166, 168, 176, 605, 829, 830, 831, 863; 4A Bealls: 1, 9, 91, 102, 125, 126, 145, 256, 274, 282, 739, 741, 792  Kim Boyd Lola 
Grant Julie Schwalen-Lee

N

STORE LOCATOR!
call 1-800-743-8730 or
log on at www.beallstx.com

N

E-ALERTS!
Receive advance notice of sales. 
Sign up at www.beallstx.com

GIFT CARDS!* At www.beallstx.com
1-800-743-8730 and in all stores.
*Terms and conditions apply.

free 7-pc. gift
with any Estée Lauder purchase of 29.50 or more. 
Worth over 80.00!
Choose the lip and eye shades you love, warm or cool. 
Enjoy a 10-day supply of mascara. Treat yourself to a 
7-day supply of Time Zone Line and Wrinkle Reducing 
Creme and Gentle Eye Makeup Remover. Plus, take 
home 2 luxe travel and cosmetic bags and more. 

One gift per customer, please; while supplies last. 
Not available in all stores.

more free  gifts
3 full-size lipsticks and a chic lipstick organizer. 
Free with any Estée Lauder purchase of 55.00 or more.

BEALLS HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM - 9 PM   Sun 12 PM - 6 PM                               Inside The Big Spring Mall

206358

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.
SINCE 1954

www.swa1pc.com 
  mm@swa1pc.com

2008 Birdwell
Max F. Moore

President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 • 432.267.8190 fax
mm@swaq1pc.com  email

7265

Courtesy photo

From fuzzy white down, the three oldest baby barn owls developed a buff col-
ored, wooly appearance. In the foreground is the last one to hatch. Soon all 
will start “feathering out” on wings, tail and back. Even as their chests and 
bellies show evidence of feathering, their heads will be the last to exchange 
down for feathers.

Bird Poop:
Remembering events
from ‘Year of the owl’
Gone from the cotton fields 

was last year’s stubble. In its 
place were endless miles of 

freshly plowed furrows mostly rusty 
brown in color. Only a few migrating 
hawks worked their way northward 
as ravens claimed the 
spring skies.

Interspersed in the 
tapestry of agriculture 
was occasional ranch 
land. As cattle wan-
dered among emerging 
grasses, yellow wild-
flowers heralded the 
coming of Easter.

As we drove, I 
thought about the 
early morning call 
that had prompted 
this trip. Having told 
us they were about 10 miles south of 
Lamesa, a man had apologized for 
removing some nestlings from his 
job site. With firm directions as to 

on-going maintenance, his boss had 
insisted that work be finished on 
time.

Telling us the business was on the 
east side of U.S. 87, the man added, 
“You can’t miss it.” A call to the 
wildlife center in Lubbock followed 
our hastily making a suitable nesting 
area that could sustain the infants 
for the rest of the trip.

In the distance, the stark configu-
ration of heights, angles and colors 
grew larger on the horizon. White 
roofs, tan sides and the charcoal 
accents of shadows made the vari-
ous structures look like a paint-by-
number scene. Most noticeable and 
sheltering a huge gray mound of last 
year’s cottonseeds was an imposing 
A-frame structure.

Driving out to meet us from the 
Lamesa Gin was our contact. When 
he removed the top from a cardboard 

See OWLS, Page 7A

Bebe

McCasland

Parent’s Corner:
Now’s the time
to decide on
90/10 Principle
A

uthor Ste-
phen Covey 
has written 
several things 

that can influence our 
way of thinking. One 
of his writings is called 
the 90/10 
Principle. 
It goes 
like this: 
10 percent 
of life is 
made up 
of what 
happens 
to us, and 
90 percent 
of life is 
decided 
by how we 
react.

We really have no 
control over 10 percent 
of what happens to us. 
However, we determine 
the other 90 percent by 
our reaction. We can-
not control a red light, 
but we can control our 
reaction. 

Let’s look at Covey’s 
example. You are eating 
breakfast with your 
family. Your daughter 
knocks over a cup of 
coffee onto your busi-
ness shirt. You have no 
control over what just 
what happened. What 
happens next will be 
determined by how you 
react.

You harshly scold 
your daughter for 
knocking the cup over. 
She breaks down in 
tears. After scolding 
her, you turn to your 
spouse and criticize 
her for placing the cup 
too close to the edge 
of the table. A short 
verbal battle follows. 

You storm upstairs and 
change your shirt.

Back downstairs, you 
find your daughter has 
been too busy crying 
to finish breakfast and 
get ready for school. 
She misses the bus. 
Your spouse must leave 
immediately for work. 
You rush to the car and 
drive your daughter to 
school.

Because you are late, 
you drive 40 mph in a 
30 mph zone. After a 
15-minute delay and 
a $60 traffic fine, you 
arrive at school. Your 
daughter runs into the 
building without saying 
goodbye.

After arriving at the 
office 20 minutes late, 
you find you forgot your 
briefcase. Your day has 
started terrible. As it 
continues, it seems to 
get worse.

You look forward to 
coming home, When 
you arrive home, you 
find small wedge in 
your relationship with 
your spouse and daugh-
ter. Why? Because of 
the way you reacted.

You had no control 
over what happened 
with the coffee. How 
you reacted in those five 
seconds is what caused 
your bad day.

Here is what could 
have and should have 
happened. Coffee 
splashes over you. Your 
daughter is about to 
cry. You gently say, 
“It’s OK honey, you just 
need to be more careful 
next time.” Grabbing a

See RYAN, Page 7A
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Today is Tuesday, April 20, 
the 110th day of 2010. There are 
255 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On April 20, 1980, Cuban 
President Fidel Castro invited 
any of his countrymen who 
wanted to leave their country 
to do so, sparking the massive 
Mariel Boatlift from Cuba to 
the United States.

On this date:
In 1812, the fourth vice presi-

dent of the United States, 
George Clinton, died in 
Washington at age 72, becom-
ing the first vice president to 
die while in office.

In 1836, Congress voted to 
establish the Wisconsin 
Territory.

In 1889, Adolf Hitler was born 
in Braunau am Inn, Austria.

In 1940, RCA publicly demon-
strated its new and powerful 
electron microscope.

In 1945, during World War II, 
allied forces took control of the 
German cities of Nuremberg 

and Stuttgart.
In 1968, Pierre Elliott 

Trudeau was sworn in as prime 
minister of Canada.

In 1971, the Supreme Court, 
in Swann v. Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board of 
Education, unanimously 
upheld the use of busing to 
achieve racial desegregation in 
schools.

In 1972, the manned lunar 
module from Apollo 16 landed 
on the moon.

In 1978, a Korean Air Lines 
Boeing 707 crash-landed in 
northwestern Russia after 
being fired on by a Soviet inter-
ceptor after entering Soviet air-
space. Two passengers were 
killed.

In 1999, the Columbine High 
School massacre took place in 
Colorado as two students, Eric 
Harris and Dylan Klebold, shot 
and killed 12 classmates and 
one teacher before taking their 
own lives.

Today’s Birthdays: Supreme 
Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens is 90. Actor Leslie 
Phillips is 86. Sen. Pat Roberts 
(R-Kansas) is 74. Actor George 
Takei is 73. Singer Johnny 
Tillotson is 71. Actor Ryan 
O’Neal is 69. Bluegrass singer-
musician Doyle Lawson 

(Quicksilver) is 66. Rock musi-
cian Craig Frost (Grand Funk; 
Bob Seger’s Silver Bullet Band) 
is 62. Actor Gregory Itzin (iht-
zihn) is 62. Actress Jessica 
Lange is 61.  Actor Clint Howard 
is 51. Actor Crispin Glover is 
46. Actor Andy Serkis is 46. 
Country singer Wade Hayes is 
41. Actress Carmen Electra is 
38. Reggae singer Stephen 
Marley is 38. Rock musician 
Marty Crandall (The Shins) is 
35. Actor Joey Lawrence is 34. 
Country musician Clay Cook 
(Zac Brown Band) is 32.

Thought for Today: “Taste. 
You cannot buy such a rare and 
wonderful thing. You can’t 
send away for it in a catalogue. 
And I’m afraid it’s becoming 
obsolete.”— Rosalind Russell, 
American actress (1911-1976).

® 2010 The Associated Press.
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Passengers cheer with relief as 
limited flights resume over 
Europe; volcanic ash still a worry

PARIS (AP) — Applause, cheers and whoops of joy 
rang out from New York to Asia to Paris on Tues-
day as airplanes gradually took to the skies after 
five days of being grounded by the drifting volcanic 
ash that has crippled European air travel.

But only limited flights were allowed to resume 
and British officials said London airports — a ma-
jor hub for thousands of daily flights worldwide — 
are likely to remain closed for another day.

The Eurocontrol air traffic agency in Brussels 
said it expects some 55 to 60 percent of flights over 
Europe to go ahead on Tuesday, a marked improve-
ment over the last few days. By midmorning, 10,000 
of Europe’s 27,500 daily flights were scheduled to 
go.

“The situation today is much improved,” said 
Brian Flynn, deputy head of operations at the Brus-
sels-based agency. “The outlook is that bit by bit, 
normal flights will be resumed in coming days.”

Still, an international pilots group warned that 
ash remains a danger and meteorologists say Ice-
land’s still-erupting volcano isn’t ready to rest yet, 
promising more choked airspace and flight delays 
to come.

Police investigating why man 
opened fire outside Tenn. 
hospital, killing woman, himself

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Police on Tuesday 
were investigating why a man opened fire outside 
a Knoxville hospital, killing a woman and himself, 
after he had taken a taxi there and given the cab 
driver $20 to wait five minutes.

Two other women were injured in the rampage 
outside the discharge area at Parkwest Medical 
Center, Knoxville Police Chief Sterling Owen IV 
said.

Cab driver Freddys Sakhleh told The Associated 
Press he picked up the gunman Monday outside an 
apartment building and they made several stops on 
the way to the hospital, including to an ATM where 
the gunman got $20. The man said little about him-
self, only that he was from Atlanta.

“He looked like, you know, angry, depressed. He 
was kind of itchy,” Sakleh said.

Retired officers: Unhealthy 
school lunches threaten national 
security by making kids fat

WASHINGTON (AP) — A group of retired mili-
tary officers says high-calorie school lunches are 
threatening national security.

A study by the group Mission: Readiness finds 
that school lunches are making American kids so 
fat that fewer of them can meet the military’s phys-
ical fitness standards. That, in turn, is putting re-
cruitment in jeopardy.

A report from the group, being released Tuesday, 
says that 27 percent of Americans ages 17 to 24 are 
too overweight to join the military.

One of the officers, retired Navy Rear Admiral 
James Barnett Jr., says many young Americans 
are simply too fat to fight.

As Republican fortunes rise, 
former officeholders look to 
become political comeback kids

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans once saddled 
with the burden of President George W. Bush’s un-
popularity are now experiencing a boon from an-
other struggling president: Barack Obama.

The GOP senses rising fortunes from coast to 
coast, as one-time lawmakers such as Richard 
Pombo in California and Charlie Bass in New 
Hampshire look to capitalize on voter frustration 
that booted some of them from office in 2006. Oth-
ers, long retired, see the Democrats’ luster fading 
and with it a chance for them to return to Wash-
ington.

The time seems ripe for Republicans, who largely 
remain unified against Obama’s domestic agenda, 
including health care overhaul. Both the president 
and his signature legislative achievement remain 
unpopular at this point in a midterm election year, 
according to a recent AP-GfK poll. Voters’ opinions 
also have turned against Democrats and their stew-
ardship of the economy; Obama’s approval rating 
is at a new low.

That bodes well for — and feels familiar to — 

some Republicans.

Thai protesters fortify 
encampments in heart of Bangkok

BANGKOK (AP) — Thai protesters said Tuesday 
that they would fortify their sprawling encamp-
ment in Bangkok’s upscale hotel-and-shopping dis-
trict before venturing out to “wage a big war” to 
topple the government they decry as illegitimate.

Soldiers in full combat gear guarded other near-
by sections of the capital in an increasingly tense 
standoff that has shuttered 5-star hotels and glitzy 
shopping malls and threatens to damage Thailand’s 
sunny image as a tourist paradise.

Key protest leader Nattawut Saikua canceled a 
rally that had been planned for Tuesday. He said 
that thousands of protesters were instead shoring 
up their defenses while guards dressed in black, 
some with bulletproof vests, set up new check-
points in the areas they now occupy.

Red Shirts were seen sharpening hundreds of 
long bamboo rods and piling them into tall stacks, 
part of an arsenal of crude weaponry that also in-
cluded broken up pavement stones.

Space shuttle Discovery 
aims for Florida landing

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — Space shuttle 
Discovery and its astronauts looked to end their 
15-day, 6 million-mile journey Tuesday with an un-
usual early morning re-entry over the Midwest, fol-
lowing a one-day weather delay.

“It should just be an awesome trip in,” Mission 
Control radioed in advance of the scheduled touch-
down at 7:34 a.m., a little after sunrise.

Shuttle commander Alan Poindexter was sur-
prised to hear that the seven astronauts would be 
flying into Florida from such a northerly and east-
erly direction, over Minnesota and Lake Michigan 
and down through the Carolinas. The views from 
co-pilot James Dutton Jr.’s right windows should 
be spectacular, Mission Control promised.

“That is not what we expected, but it sounds re-
ally exciting,” Poindexter said.
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By Steve Becker

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

Document15  3/28/07  1:50 PM  Page 1 Network Macintosh HD:Tempo

Nerve & skin damage 

Cold Therapy
Ice cooler devices, prescribed by surgeons and podia-
trists for pain and swelling, may cause frostbite-like inju-
ries to the skin and underlying nerves. Manufacturers like 
Donjoy Iceman, Breg Polar Care and EB Ice, often chose 
not to provide adequate instruction or warning that would 
have avoided these permanent, life-altering injuries. If you 
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towel you rush up-
stairs.

After grabbing a new 
shirt and your brief-
case, you come back 
down in time to look 
through the window 
and see your child 
getting on the bus. She 
turns and waves. You 
arrive five minutes 
early and cheerfully 
greet the staff. Your 
boss comments on how 
good the day you are 
having.

Notice the difference? 
Both of these scenari-

os started the same, but 
they ended differently 

because of how you 
reacted.

You really do not have 
any control over 10 per-
cent of what happens. 
The other 90 percent 
is determined by your 
reaction. The 90-10 prin-
ciple is incredible.

Very few know and 
apply this principle, so 
the result is that mil-
lions of people are suf-
fering from undeserved 
stress, trials, problems 
and heartache. 

There never seems to 
be a success in life. Bad 
days follow bad days.

Terrible things seem 
to be constantly hap-
pening. There is con-
stant stress, lack of joy 
and broken relation-
ships.

Worry consumes 
time. Anger breaks 
friendships and life 
seems dreary and is not 
enjoyed to the fullest. 
Friends are lost.

You can be different!
Understand and apply 

the 90/10 principle. It 
will change your life.

To live by this prin-
ciple, when something 
happens you need 

to take a second and 
actually decide how to 
react. Your reaction af-
fects you and everyone 
around you.

It’s nice to know you 
can control the situa-
tion. 

Darrell Ryan is direc-
tor of federal programs 
for the Big Spring Inde-
pendent School District.
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box, we noticed he had gathered 
numerous rags to provide a nest. 

Slowly removing the remnants 
of a flannel shirt, we had our 
first glimpse of three baby barn 
owls huddled together. Stirring 
briefly, they uttered a barely 
audible whimper as they adjust-
ed their bodies to a makeshift 
home. 

At the slightest movement of 
the box, one or more attempted 
to raise a wobbly head. 

With neck muscles strength-
ening in the coming days, each 
would soon be able to accom-
plish what was now impossible.

“Didn’t you say there were 
four?” I asked.

“It’s underneath,” was his 
reply.

Carefully moving a baby aside, 
I realized the family had one 
more egg left to hatch. By plac-
ing the threesome atop the egg, 
he had hoped to keep it warm 
enough for the rest of the way.

While Art and the man contin-

ued discussing the owls, I car-
ried the box to our vehicle.

Once inside, I carefully lifted 
the egg. Placing it next to my 
ear, I listened. Another family 
member had become active.

“That’s a better nest than what 
they had,” the man was saying 
as I returned. 

Having climbed to the opening 
in a metal vent, he had noticed 
the absence of nesting materials. 

Half-eaten rats, remnants of 
cottontail rabbits, regurgitated 
pellets crushed by their parent’s 
feet and a few feathers had done 
little more than keep the eggs 
close together.

When asked how owls were 
discovered nesting inside the 
building, the man said several 
workers had noticed the birds 
flying toward the structure when 
coming to work. 

“There’s just not a lot of day-
light at that hour of the morn-
ing,” he added.

Learning that the parents 
share the duties of incubation, 
the man wondered what sur-
rogate parents do at the wildlife 
center.

“Pretty much what they’d do 

in the wild,” I replied. “Feed 
their young, share body heat 
for warmth and generally teach 
them the ways of owls.”

Promising to keep us up-to-
date on the family, the center’s 
manager, Debbie Tennyson, 
placed the baby owls and egg in 
separate incubators. 

As we drove back to Big 
Spring, I thought of another 
year in which it had seemed to 
rain young owls. Then the fol-
lowing year, there were none.

Early the next morning, while 
still half-asleep but going over 
my special menu for our family 
celebration, the phone rang. Ex-
cited, Debbie giggled. “An Eas-
ter owl. We have an Easter owl.”

To know that the fourth sib-
ling had struggled to life was 
the perfect overture for our own 
observance.

Since that time, during our 
remembrance of the season each 
year, we still recall the hatching 
during “the year of the owl.”

Bebe McCasland is author of 
The Scoop from Bird Poop. She 
is federally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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Off-duty Houston officer 
investigated over death 

ARLINGTON (AP) — Arlington police say an 
off-duty officer from Houston is under investiga-
tion over the shooting death of a man during an 
argument.

Police say 18-year-old Clevontae Reynolds of 
Arlington was shot Monday night and pronounced 
dead at a hospital.

Sgt. Dace Clifton says two other people suffered 
non-life threatening injuries in the disturbance.

Police say the Houston officer, whose name was 
not released, was inside a home when a possible 
gang-related argument happened outside. Police 
say the officer went outside to see what was going 
on, then shots were fired.

Further details on the gunfire were not immedi-
ately released.

Arlington police say Houston police will also 
investigate the officer-involved shooting. The offi-
cer was not hurt.

Seismic data studied after 
Texas Stadium implosion 

IRVING (AP) — Seismic data from the tumble-
down destruction of Texas Stadium in Irving could 
help scientists and students learn more about the 
earth’s makeup.

The former home of the Dallas Cowboys was 
imploded April 11.

The Dallas Morning News reported Tuesday that 
the blast brought down more than 4 million pounds 
of concrete.

David Boyd is a geography teacher at Conrad 
High School in Dallas. Boyd says the blast could 
help as scientists and students attempt to map the 
underside of the earth.

Jay Pulliam, who teaches geophysics at Baylor 
University, says knowing more about the crust 
and mantle below the Dallas-Fort Worth area can 
shed light about how the planet’s continents were 
formed.

Boyd’s job has been to monitor a seismograph 
that was hidden behind some trees on University 
of Dallas land near the stadium site.

Swept-away body of Hunt 
school trustee recovered 

KERRVILLE (AP) — Funeral arrangements are 
pending after the body of a Hunt school board 
member was recovered after he was swept away at 
a low-water crossing.

Authorities say 73-year-old John Spikes had 
attended Thursday night’s board meeting, but 
never made it home.

His wife, Virginia, says her husband used his cell 
phone to call her to say his truck stalled in fast-
moving Guadalupe River water and he was trying 
to get out of the vehicle.

The Kerr County Sheriff’s Department says a 
construction crew on Monday located the body 
along a pipe.

Hunt is a town of about 700, located about 75 
miles northwest of San Antonio.

Divorce dilemma: Texas 
says gays can’t get divorce

DALLAS (AP) — After the joy of a wedding 
and the adoption of a baby came arguments that 
couldn’t be resolved, leading Angelique Naylor to 
file for divorce.

That left her fighting both the woman she mar-
ried in Massachusetts and the state of Texas, 
which says a union granted in a state where same-

sex marriage is legal can’t be dissolved with a 
divorce in a state where it’s not.

A judge in Austin granted the divorce, but Texas 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is appealing the 
decision. He also is appealing a divorce granted to 
a gay couple in Dallas, saying protecting the “tra-
ditional definition of marriage” means doing the 
same for divorce.

A state appeals court is scheduled to hear argu-
ments in the Dallas case on Wednesday.

The Dallas men, who declined to be interviewed 
for this story and are known only as J.B. and H.B. 
in court filings, had an amicable separation, with 
no disputes on separation of property and no chil-
dren involved, said attorney Peter Schulte, who 
represents J.B. The couple, who married in 2006 in 
Massachusetts and separated two years later, sim-
ply want an official divorce, Schulte said.

The drawn-out process has been frustrating for 
Naylor, who says she didn’t file for divorce as an 
equal rights statement — she just wants to get on 
with her life.

“We didn’t ask for a marriage; we simply asked 
for the courtesy of divorce,” said Naylor, 39, of 
Austin, who married Sabina Daly in Massachusetts 
in 2004.

That year, Massachusetts became the first state to 
let same-sex couples tie the knot. Now, Connecticut, 
Iowa, New Hampshire, Vermont and the District of 
Columbia also allow them.

Gay and lesbian couples who turn to the courts 
when they break up are getting mixed results 
across the nation. A Pennsylvania judge last 
month refused to divorce two women who married 
in Massachusetts, while New York grants such 
divorces even though the state doesn’t allow same-
sex marriage.

Longtime Texas death 
row inmate wins appeal

DALLAS (AP) — A federal appeals court Monday 
ordered a new sentencing trial for one of the lon-
gest-serving inmates on Texas death row.

The ruling by 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New Orleans leaves intact the capital murder con-
viction for 50-year-old Anthony Leroy Pierce but 
orders a new punishment trial. Pierce has been on 
Texas’ death row for 32 years. Only three prisoners 
have been there longer.

Pierce has been tried three times for the Aug. 
4, 1977, robbery and murder of Fred Johnson, a 
40-year-old Houston fried chicken restaurant man-
ager. Pierce’s first two capital murder convictions 
were overturned on appeal.

The appeals court declined to consider Pierce’s 
claims of ineffective trial counsel and mental retar-
dation making him ineligible for execution. In a 
seven-page dissent, however, Circuit Judge James 
L. Dennis said he would have ordered an eviden-
tiary hearing on Pierce’s retardation claim.

In ordering a new sentencing trial, the three-
judge federal panel said the Harris County jury in 
Pierce’s third trial in 1986 was kept from consider-
ing mitigating evidence as required by law. Such 
evidence could have persuaded jurors he didn’t 
deserve a death sentence.

A message left with a spokeswoman for the Harris 
County district attorney’s office was not returned 
Monday night. Paul Mansur, one of Pierce’s attor-
neys, said he had not finished reviewing the ruling 
the declined to comment Monday night.

An employee at the fast-food restaurant testified 
she recognized Pierce as the gunman. A 12-year-old 
boy walking by the restaurant testified Pierce was 
the gunman he saw inside the place and then run-
ning away. The robbery netted about $80.

Prairie View disbands 
frat after pledge’s death 

HOUSTON (AP) — Prairie View A&M University 
has suspended a fraternity chapter until 2013 after 
determining its hazing of a 20-year-old pledge led 
to his death.

Junior Donnie Wade II of Dallas died Oct. 20 after 
members of the Phi Beta Sigma fraternity subjected 
him to rigorous physical workouts, according to a 
university report cited by the Houston Chronicle.

An autopsy blamed Wade’s death on a rare syn-
drome triggered by strenuous exercise, compli-
cated by a sickle-cell trait.

The university investigation also found that 
fraternity members attempted to cover-up their 
involvement in the episode by demanding pledges 
deny any fraternity member was present when 
Wade collapsed during an early morning run off 
campus.

The fraternity may apply for a new chapter in 
2013. 

If approved, the new chapter would be subject to 
a year of probation, the Chronicle reported in its 
online edition Monday.

A message the Associated Press left Monday with 
Phi Beta Sigma’s national officials wasn’t immedi-
ately returned.

Wade’s family is suing the university and the 
fraternity, alleging wrongful death.

Texas youth prison 
official on trial in sex case

ODESSA (AP) — A jury was selected Monday in 
the trial of a former state youth prison adminis-
trator accused of sexually assaulting young male 
inmates, more than three years after allegations of 
widespread abuse first surfaced.

Five men and seven women will begin hearing 
the case Tuesday morning.

Ray Brookins, a former assistant superintendent 
at the Texas Youth Commission’s West Texas State 
School in Pyote, was indicted in 2007 on charges he 
had sexual contact with at least one male inmate. 
His lawyer, Bob Garcia Jr., has repeatedly declined 
to discuss the case.

Brookins faces two counts of improper sexual 
activity with a person in custody and two counts 
of improper relationship between an educator and 
a student.

Sex abuse allegations against Brookins and for-
mer principal John Paul Hernandez were first 
investigated by the Texas Rangers in 2005.

A lengthy and detailed report from Texas Rangers 
investigators, which wasn’t acted upon for two 
years, said Brookins and Hernandez summoned 
young male inmates from their dorms late at night 
to ball fields, darkened conference rooms, offices 
and ball fields for sex for at least two years.

Investigators described late night encounters 
involving oral sex, masturbation and pornograph-
ic videos. Some of the teen inmates, investigators 
say, were also threatened with retaliation.

Senate committee subpoenas 
Fort Hood documents

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a rare public dispute 
between a Democratic-led Congress and the White 
House, a Senate committee on Monday subpoenaed 
the Obama administration for secret documents 
and access to witnesses in last year’s mass shoot-
ing at the Fort Hood Army base in Texas.

Congress has been largely supportive of President 
Barack Obama’s policies and the White House 
prides itself on increased government transpar-
ency. Nonetheless, the chairman and ranking 
Republican of the Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee have alleged that 
the administration is covering up critical details 
on the case, including whether the government 
had access to information that could have pre-
vented the shooting.

“Unfortunately, it is impossible for us to avoid 
reaching the conclusion that the departments sim-
ply do not want to cooperate with our investiga-
tion,” wrote Sens. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., and 
Susan Collins, R-Maine, in a letter accompanying 
the subpoena.


